
















THE MESSENGER 

NOT MANY OF YOUR PEOPLE COME HERE 
A DISCUSSION OF SEGREGATION IN THE THEATRE 

By RANDOLPH EDMONDS 

The article entitled "Your Best People 
Come Here" in the December issue of THE 
MESSENGER, brings up a difficult but timely 
question; viz, the segregation of Negroes 
in American theatres. Especially those of 
us who have lived in the south have felt 
this keenly. We know the gallery, common­
ly called the "peanut gallery." We know 
the colored sectiOn marked off by imaginary, 
yet real, lines. And finally we are fami liar 
with the expanding gallery to take care of 
the influx of colored patrons when the house 
brings a:N.:gro sho"f. These, of course, are 
accompanied by im-polite ushers, and the 
sarcastic and insulting remarks by ribald 
whites. 

In the main the author's analysis of the 
question was sound. It is undeniable that 
this nefarious custom is spreading into areas 
that have before been free. It is even in­
vading the western section of the country; 
and if the present rate of incre:rse keeps up 
the north will sOon be south so far as " jim 
crowism'' in the theatre is concerned. So 
a public discussion of the question is very 
important at this time if we wish to cut off 
the growing head of this segregation hydra 
in this country. 

In discussing this problem, however, it 
seems to me that the author made some 
gross errors in his fundamental premise. 
The first was the total disregard of the 
other race in his discussion. He says. "It 
will be the purpose of. this bri.ef study to 
disregard completely"'tbose which may be 
said to base themselvJ:s in the racial pre­
judice of white people, or can be referred 
to its implications." And when he dis­
cusses the remedy for the evil he further 
makes. the statement, "Here again there 
will be no mention of what white people 
may or should. do to remove the difficulty." 
Now since segregation in theatres, as well 
as all other forms, of discrimination, is 
grounded in the white man's prejudice 
against the Negro, and not in the Negroes' 
prejudice ag.ainst the white man, no ade­
quate solution will be reached unless one 
takes in consideration what the Caucasian 
will, should, or must do. Any study of the 
question without regard to that is done 
in a perfunctory, or at best unscientific 
manner. 

The second error of judgment is in his 
own words: "Colored people themselves 
accept the entire debasing practice with its 
plain inference of their inferiority, accept 
it uncomplainingly, even willingly, gladly 
paying for the dubious privilege in both 
hard eamed coin and· self respect." This, it 
seems to me, is a little too strong, a mis­
statement of fact. It is true that colored 
people--some· of the "better class" if there 
are any-go to the jim crow theatre ; but 
they do not go gladly, and willingly paying 
for this debasing practice. I have been my­
self many times with people, but I have yet 
to know of one who gladly and willingly 
went to a jim crow gallery. That was 
always the one fly in the ointment which 
kept the occasion far from ideal. 

The truth of the matter is : the average 

colored person who goes to the best type 
of show is in a dilemma. He knows very 
well that it is useless to boycott them as 
the author recognized. It is purely up to 
him to go to the theatre under the gal ling 

Harlem, Mid-Afternoon 
Any Week Day 

By H E BA ]:\.NNATH 

Lnildren 
With faces like black orchids 
So it, sultrv, sullen 
Their smiies 
Moonl it paths in a forest. 

Children 
Smooth b1:9wn 
Little he2ds carved in oak 
With polished ridges 
Or modeled in caramel 
With fluted flower lips. 

Olildren 
Honey-colored 
With big lustrous eyes 
And crisp little noses 
And bright jet cUrls­
Little amber odalesques 
Little gods and goddesses 
In gold. 

Children of smoked pearl 
With slate-grey eyes 
And straight brown hair 
And thin-etched lips 
Parted in wonder. 

Children 
Of a dozen blends 
Moonstone tints 
With twisted charcoal hair 
And slim Greek heads in bronze. 
Little Delilahs and Madonnas 
Little Vishnus and Venuses 
Little Pans and Apollos. 
Children 
Who will beard Broadway 
Who will hearten, barrie and har-

angue Harlem 
Some who will swing picks 
Some who will wash dishes 
And some who will wear sable 
And others 
Who still could walk naked 
Beringed and proud 
W ith spears in their hands 
Over .'\ f r ican meadows. 

practices and get some good, i f there is any 
m the show. or· stay away and most a s­
suredly do the other fellow no harm ; for 
it is plainly evident that the theatres are 
not run on the economic support of the col ­
ored people. The person who does go, goes 
becau~e he realizes that "the play is the 
thinR'." It is done not gladly nor willingly, 
however. 
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The whole question is deeper than just a 
superficial decision of to go, or not to go. 
It brings in the whole problem of segrega­
t ion. Should a Negro walk. to work or 
ride in a jim crow car? He usw.lly rides. 
Should a Negro remain in ignorance or go 
to a jim crow school ? He usually goes. 
Our country is dotted with Ne~ schools 
and universities. They realize that an edu­
cation under adverse circumstances is better 
than no education at all This shouldn't be 
taken as a meek surrender of principles, 
however. We have orpuization~ fighting 
all the t me for our economic lind civic 
rights. In the meantim~ we are forced to 
take what we can get. 

The question of prejudjce, es~_M~Cially in 
business, is more one of doJiars· tban color. 
Any business will, and must of necessity, 
cater to the people who pay for it. If there 
are several kinds of people reS)resented, 
they will r~eive attention according to their 
influence and buying ability. I s;emember 
the time, not many yeara ago, either, when 
white people didn't come' to Harlem in such 
large numbers. There was a public dance 
in the old Palace Casino one night. Two 
white fellows walked in the place and com­
menced dancing with some of the ladies 
of color. Immediately there was a young 
riot. The ladies and gentlemen stormed 
the manager's office, and threatened all kinds 
of wild happenings if the white intruders 
were not ejected. The manager order~ 
the music stopped, and with a ~ show 
of race patriotism, ordered the two men 
to go down town and danee with their 
white women and stop breaking up his 
business. I have seen this duplicaced at the 
Renaissance and other places in a lesser 
degree. 

But who would think of ordering_ white 
people out to a colored dance in Harlem 
today, unless it was a private or a club 
function? The white pet.~ple come in' larger 
numbers tod~y and have acquired a. financial 
interest in Harlem's social life, ~pecially 
the night life. The same manager would 
perhaps throw a Negro out today if he 
protested, on the ground of breaking up 
his business. The s.ame ladles who squawked 
so loudly that night about the presence of 
white men would be boasting today that 
New York is so cosmopolitan, or, perhaps, 
Bohemian. 

These, of course, are colored examples. 
Well, the white people tc:t, and would act 
the.same way. So the debasing situation to­
day is due not so muc:h to the fact that 
"your best people come here" as stated by 
the author of the article, but rather "not 
many of your people come here." The fact 
that just a few people bring on the situa­
tion is because large members bring many 
dollars, and ~ollars to a 'large extent decide 
the degree of prejudice in a mt\n's mind 
whether he be white or colored. 

This brings us to a discussion of the 
remedy for such a situation, and 1 find my­
self again at variance with the author of 
the article. My first suggestion would be, 

(Conlitnud on pag' 69) 
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too, are taking advantage of the opporunity to attend 
these parties at local headquarters, and participate in 
the fun. 

Much interest is exhibited in the hearing before the 
I. C. C. at this writing, and the headquarters is buzz­
ing with ·hushed discussion of probable results. 

We are _constantly being called to appear before 
white audiences to explain our position and aspira­
tions. We find many opportunities to make publicity 
for the purpose of enlisting public opinion in our 
favor. We find it is but to know our condition to gain 
favor in opiniont 

We are ashamed to admit our failure to get a steady 
patronage in our colored publication, but we find a 
large demand one month and a small one the .next. 
Thus making it unprofitable for a dealer to handle 
them. Ev~n THE MESSENGER, which every porter 
should buy, is in this class. 

There is not a porter in this district who is not ex· 
peeled to contribute to the quota, and if you have not 
done so, or heard about it, please consult either the 
captain of your district of the local secretary. 

COLORED WOMEN'S · ECONOMIC 
COUNCIL OF LOS ANGELES 

By Mattie Mae Stafford 

Bravely, we bade farewell to the old 
And entered the trend of the new; 

Never to falter, faint or fail, · 
Upward and onward, steady and true. 

Though at times the path be dim, 
Hatred and malice pterce the soul, 

We stand with not a shred of fear, 
Facing the new, "warriors bold." 

Peace on earth, good will toward men, 
Should be a beacon light, 

A wefcome warmth in every heart, 
Piercing the gloom like a ray in the night. 

Shall we revive the "Golden Rule" 
That long since has grown cold, 

And let the cup of bitterness 
Be relics of the old? 

Mr. George S. Grant, Secretary-Treasurer, and Mrs. 
Lula Slaughter, President of the Council, are working 
very hard to help bring success to this noble cause. 
Mr. Grant has a splendid system to advertise the mid­
winter dance given by the Brotherhood and Council. 
He has divided the city into sections and tWo women 
are assigned to each section to distribute placards and 
biiis. Our President was successful in bringing Dr. 
M. J. Marmillion, a prominent race physician, to us to 
lecture on "Negro and Health." We were grateful for 
this timely lecture. 

OMAHA DISTRICT 
Bennie Smith, Organizer 

2522 Patrick Avenue 
Omaha, Nebraska 

All moves forward in the Omaha District. H. J. 
Pinkett, veteran attorney, will serve as legal adviser 
for the Omaha local. A group of busines~ and pro­
fessional men of Omaha are lining up to back the 
Brotherhood morally and financially. 

About 70 per cent of the men have their 1928 cards, 
by February 15th all will be in possession of their 
1928 cards with the possible exception of those who 
are trying to carry a bucket on each shoulder. Their 
many ec_cuses they have been offering lately will no 
longer oe accepte_d and their names will be furnished 
to the entire membership after February 15th. It is 
that class that is seeking all the information and holler­
ing the loudest for a change in conditions; hoping and 
praying· for results and doing the least for the causes 
that bring· it about 

Read THE MESSENGER. 

SAN FRANCISCO DISTRICT 
Office, 519 Wood St., Oakland, Calif. 

Dad Moore, Organizer 
C. L. Dellums, Local Field Agent 

The week b~ginning January 23rd was known as 
Brotherhood Week. Meetings were held daily. The 
attendance was unusually large. Matters of general 
importance and special interest were discussed. Many 
of the speakers were vociferously applauded. En­
thusiasm ran high. Many of the, members who have 
been somewhat dilatory in the payment of dues and 
assessments during the past year are now not only 
paying promptly. but also paying their dues several 
months in advance. The district has ~eemingly taken 
on new life; and the men are determinedly bent on 

t:ttting- the Brotherhood's program over. 
Notwithstanding the scarcity of work, many of the 

rotherhood men who have been unjustly discharged 
from ~he Pullman service, are finding other employ­
ment.; 

The men are anxiously awaiting the "returns" from 
the Interstate Commerce Coriimission. They are glad 
to note, however. that so far everything looks favorable. 

Mr. 1forris Moore. better known as "Dad" Moore, 
has recovered from his recent illness and is back on 
the firing line. "Dad" wints the "boys'' to know that 
he never intends to hoist the white flag of truce. 

Although the days of the stool pigeons are just 
ahout over, one or two may still be seen flying around. 

The porters of the district were deeply grieved to 

THE MESSENGER 

1Ju fllrmnriam 
In fond memory of my husband 

Vance K. Josey 
who died one year ago, 

February 8, 1927 
The trail we took together, beloved 
is dear to me. 
Though now I tread the trail alone, 
you'll al'-':ays be with me. 

RoBERTA B. JosEY. 

hear of the death of Mr. Randolph's brother. Messages 
of condolence were sent to the bereaved. 

During the absence of Mr. D. J. Jones, Secretary­
Treasurer, who is somewhat indisposed, Mr. C. L. 
Dellum is carrying on the work in a creditable manner. 

On January 1st, many "slackers" resolved to be 
"lifters" instead of "leaners." Don't forget your reso· 
lutions; and don't fail to "carry them out." 

Buy your MESSENGER at the home district office. 
One of the young stool pigeons has been fired. 

Seems like he was getting too close to Snoddy and 
the other pigeons got }ealous and stooled on him. War 
seems to be on between the pigeons. We knew it 
would end like that. Such is the way of rats. 

LOS ANGELES DISTRICT 
George S. Grant, Organizer 

1315 E. 12th Street 

Los Angeles, Calif., Jan. 28.-The Mid-Winter Ball, 
given at 15th and Main streets, last Thursday evening 
by the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and the 
Women's Economic Council, was one of the most suc· 
cessful events of this season. T~ entire program was 
carried out according to schedule, without a single 
hitch. The big punch of the whole affair was the music. 
This was supplied by the "Pullman Porters' Band," 
and was exceptionally good. This being the first pub­
lic appearance of this organization of eight. sizzling­
hot harmony·kings; it took most of their friends by 
surprise. The "Pullman Porters' Band" is indeed a 
creditable organization, and will prove a "big drawing 
card" in the future. 

The crowd gathered early, and was efficiently han­
dled bv well drilled committees. Every member and 
friend- of the "Brotherhood" and the "Women's Eco­
nomic Council" who could arrange to attend were pres­
ent; and all who attended are anxiousfy looking for­
ward to an announcement of the "Brotherhood's" riext 
frolic. 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 
Mrs. Oneida Brown, Organizer 

303 Pythian Temple 

We a:e patiently looking forward to the first report 
concerntng the argument between the Pullman Com­
pany and the Brotherhood which took place in Wash· 
ingtonu, D._ .c., on the 21st. We are glad to say that 
we are wntlng up new members every day and that 
our r~por.ts to H_~adquarters are gradually showing a 
~na~c:ai 1ncrease. The men are lqyal and bring such 
1nsp1nng reports to the office, very often instead of 
my having to encourage them they encourage me by 
!heir implicit faith in Mr. Randolph, their confidence 
~~ the su~cess of the movement, their firm determina· 
tton to support the cause, and their utter disrespect 
and co':tempt for those who are waiting until the 
wagon 1s safely over the hill rather than helping to 
push it uphill. 

THE MESSENGER is becoming a very popular maga­
zine in New Orleans and is very much in demand. 
We handle THE MESSENGER. 

ST. LOUIS DIVISION 
E. J. Bradley, Organizer 

Room 208, Peoples Bldg. 

The. members ?f this district join Mr. Randolph in 
mourmng for h1s deceased brother. The Organizer 
and members extend our heartfelt sympatliy in brother 
Randolph's bereavement. 

A few new members are being taken in every week, 
which should indicate that the Brotherhood is gaining 
rapidly on the heels of the management for the entire 
force of Pullman porters and maids employed by them. 

The Company is weakening. Dictator Burr has for 
some unknown reason seen cause to desist from his 
former, unmanly, undemocratic, Simon Legree policies 
and practices. His men are aware that he is a de­
ceiver. and if he told the men that the PulJman Com­
pany had lost the fight, many of them would not be­
lieve him. because they would think that he was still 
trying to dec_eive them. 

The Brotherhood representatives will convey that 
fact to the men themselves, men whom the porters and 

( ; 

maids have learned to place confidence in, leadership 
that has never deceived, or misled them. The mere 
fact that the jurisdictional right case was held January 
21st is proof that the Pullman Company cannot defeat 
everything nor everybody all the tim~ 

A decision is expected from the Commission in a 
very few days, a favorable decision which seems in­
evitable, will mean bitter defeat throughout the re­
mainder of the battle for the Pullman Company. In 
the advent the Pullman Company is not aware of the 
fact, I wish to announce that the Brotherhood not only 
intends, but is preparing to wage a warfare against 
the Pullman Company for a decent living wage, the 
working conditioos as given to all railroad employees, 
under the Adamson Law, manhood rights, and griev~ 
ance committees of our own choosing, to a decisive end. 

The Pullman Company will gladly, open hearted, ap­
preciate this hypodermic inJectwn of tl1~ Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters into their mushroom cells, 
called brains, by Dr. A. PHILIP RANDOLPH, after 
they realize that we are cooperative and instructive, 
instead of destructive. 

The Citizens Aid Committee, Prof. Ulysses S. Don­
aldson, Chairman; Miss Althea Merchant, Secretary; 
Miss Ruth Harns, Chairman of Arrang~ment Com~ 
mittee, are sponsoring a huge Negro Labor Conference, 
February 5th. 6th, and 7th, with a dance on the 8th, 
to aid the Brotherhood. The St. Louis Division of 
the Brotherhood is doing everything in their power to 
make this affair all that the Citizens Committee have 
hoped it to be. 

The Organizer's attention was called to a case a 
few days ago where a P. P. B. A. of A. member bad 
b~en off from duty sick nearly three weel<s, or about 
e!ghtee~ days. He had some difficulty in having his 
stck clatm allowed through this St. Louis office. "Boss" 
Burr seemed to think this brother was paying from 
$26 to $30 a year in the P. P. B. A. of A. to 
help pay the Grand Chairman, or some other "Grand 
pra~wn's" salary, and not for such purposes as stated 
tn By-laws and Constitu~ion of said Organization 
P. P. B. A. of A. This is good news to other mem: 
hers of the P. P. B. A. of A. This member was 
fi_nally granted a huge sum. of four dolars and twenty­
six cents ($4.26) for e1ghteen days sick benefits. 
"WONDERFlJL P R 0 T E C T I 0 N FOR THE 
AMOUNT YOU PAY IN THE P. P. B. A. of A. 
. Brother I. C. Gilmore, whose home was destroyed 
m t_he tornado, has had it rebuilt into a four family 
efficiency apartment, very modern in every respect. 
All. mel!lbers wh~ w~re pu)l~d off by Burr, Kouple, 
Sm1th & Co., have mce pos1t1ons and are paying their 
dues up to date. 
T~e Organizer was in conference with Mr. Kruse, 

Cha1rman of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 
of the Sou~hwest pivision, a few days ago and some 
very good tnformahon was given me by him relative 
to th~ attitute of his group toward the Brotherhood of 
Sleepmg Car Porters 

It is e_xpec~ed that· a Ladies' Economic Council will 
be orgam.zed m .a very few days. As I find, through 
conversations wtth a number of the porter's wives 
they no longer fear. the inhumane treatment that ha~ 
heen formerly practiced upon their husbands by A V 
Burr. .They_ are determined to stand by their bus: 
banns m th1s fight · 

Th_e Pastor and entire official staff of the Central 
Baptlst Church are so interested in the porters' wel· 
far~ and .succe~s. that they have willingly donated 

• the1r . palat!al eq1fice FREE to our Lahor Conference 
covertng a perwrl . of. three days, bef,{inning Sunday: 
Februa:y 5th. Tins ts very encouragmg, as it proves 
conclustvely that we are amassing public sentiment and 
moral supp?rt, and c:a!l.get financial sunport at the call. 

I a~prec1ate al! VIS!hng porters calJing by the office 
v.:-hen .tn St. Louts and getting the "low-down" on the 
Sltn~twn. f_r~m the Local Organizer, E. J. Bradle St. 
Louts Dtvtston. Y ~ 

NEW YORK DISTRICT 
2311 Seventh Avenue 

On January lOth, Mr. A. Philip Randolph General 
~rgantzer, acc:,ompanied by Mr. Roy Lancaste;, General 
.._ ecretary-Tref!.surer; W. H. Des Verney Assistant 
0enera1 .Organizer, and Peter A. Anthony' Organizer 
mt WthashWmhg:ton. D. C., visited President Cal~in Coolidge 
a e tte House. 

¥r. Randolph and Mr. Lancaster then proceeded to 
Chh!cago, Ill., whe_re they attended the conference of 
t e western or.szantzers of the Brotherhood. 

M~. Fr;ank R. Crosswaith, Special Organizer, is stili 
workmg m Boston, Mass. 

Jll!:r. w_. H. Des yerney, the Assistant General Or. 
gantzer, ts at work tn Washington, D. C. 

Messrs. Randolnh, Lancaster, Des Verney and An· 
thony attended the hearings before the Inter·State 
Commerce Commission. 

Mr. Randolph returned hurriedly from the Labor 
Conference in Kansas City to the death bed of his 
brother James, who was for many years a Pullman 
porter. 

Mr. Des Verney was also called back to New York 
to attend the funeral of his brother. 

Mr. Randolph attended labor conferences. organized 
hy the Broth~rhood, in Chicago, Ill., on January 26th 
and in St. Louis on February 5th and 6th. 

Messrs. Abbott and Magill of The Chicago Defender 
recently visited the offices of the Brotherhood. 

The receipts of the Brotherhood indicate that the bulk 
of the men are steadfastly supporting their officers in 
an effort to acquire the manhood rights for which the 
men of the B .. otherhood are striving so valiantly. 

Porters are rapidly subscribing for THE MESSENGER, 
their only official mouthpiece. It only costs $1.50 a 
year. 
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