
----~-~- !I 

li 

,i 
II 

IN THIS NUMBER: African Trade Unionism, by Clements Kadalie; Battling Siki--Civilization's Dupe: by :\ 



Home Office Group 

525-7-9 North 2nd Street 

Richmond, Va. 

Mothers and Fathers­
After School, What? 

Commencement Day IS at hand. 
Many a young woman and man 
now turn from the Class Room, and 
the applause of the multitudes at 
commencement, to the stern reality 
that their parents have kept them in 
school and prepared them for a busi­
ness career, but through their failure 
to support race enterprises, or to estab­
lish some kind of business, they have 
closed the door of opportunity to 
their own boys and girls; and by their 
patronage to others, have opened wide 
che gates of opportunity to the youths 
of other races. 
The Southern Aid Society of Virginia, 
I.ncorporated, gives dignified and 
profitable employment to hundreds of 
young race women and men as officers, 
superintendents, bookkeepers, stenog­
raphers, clerks and agents, and would 
provide many more such opportunities, 
if our people gave the Society a larger 
share of their Insurance patronage. 
We therefore appeal to race mothers 
and fathers to open doors of oppor­
tunitv to their own educated sons and 
da~ghters by supportin g Race Enter­
pnses. 

Southern Aid 
Society of Virginia 

Incorporated 

H ome Office: 

525-7-9 North 2nd St. 
Richmond, Va. 

Insures against Sickness, Accident and 
Death . Operating in Virginia and Dis­

. trict of Columbia. 
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The MESSENGE R i t he recognized mou th ­
p iece of th e more advanced section of th e 
Negro g roup in the United tates. For ten 
year s it has spoken intelligen tl y and elo­
que ntly in behalf of organization o f labor, 
white as well as black, believ in g, as it does, 
that the questions of wages, hou rs of work , 
sa£ eguarcls on the job and pr oper t·epresen· 
ta tion of the worke r , are the most important 
confronting t he maj o ri ty of the men and 
women , white as well as black, in the United 
States. For two years it has been the offi­
cial organ of The Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Ca r Porters whose organization it espo u eel 
an d whose battles it has consistentl y fo ught. 
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MfN PRfffR BfAUTY 
Clothes, talent and personality play their 
part, but all else being equal, men prefer 
Beauty-the subtle, intriguing finesse of 
skin and hair. You too can know the joy 
of being a preferred person, an utterly 
lovely creature. 

Use 

MADAM C. J. WALKfR'S 
Wonderful Hair Grower-Glossine 

Shampoo--Tetter Salve 
Temple Grower 

Clinging, Invisible Face Powder 
Tale Rot:.;e 

P.erfume and Toilet Water 

Each a chemist's masterpiece. Obtainable 
at Walker Agents Shoppes, good drug 
stores and direct by mail. 

The Madam C. J. Walker Mfg. Co., Inc. 
640 N. West St. Indianapolis, Ind. 
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GROWTH OF AFRICAN TRADE UNIONISM 
By CLEMENTS KADALIE 

National Secretary, Industrial and Commercial Workers Unio1-t of Africa 

About three years ago I contributed to 
"The Messenger" some articles relat_ive . to 
the formation of African Trade Unwmsm 
and the difficulties which the Industrial &: 
Commercial Workers Union encountered 
during its initial stage. It !s not the inten­
tion of this article to recapitulate our early 
struggles, but rather to enab~e the readers 
of this widely known magazm_e_ to be a~­
quainted with the present positiOn of this 
Organization. . 

The I.C.U ., as it is generally known In 
South Africa, is an Organization which 
embraces all black workers in South Africa 
including Indian workers. During last year 
this Organization intensified its propaganda 
work throuo·hout South Africa and its rapid 
ramificatio~..., alarmed the Government of the 
country which decided to counteract the de­
velopment of the I.C.U. To pursue this end 
the Government restricted my free move­
ments as a British citizen of the South 
\frican Dominion of the British Common­
wealth of Nations. The Organization 
strongly resented the action o~ the Govern­
ment and it fought the ban which was placed 
on my free movements in the law courts: 
\1Vhile I was convicted in the lower court ol 
the land, the Supreme Court of South 
Africa decided on an appeal in favor of the 
Organization. My victory ga~e us a new 
determination to carry on with the g-ood 
work. 

The South African Government could 
not tolerate the rise of this important black 
workers' Union and consequently introduced 
a Native Administration Bill, embodying 
drastic Sedition Clauses. The object of 
this Bill was to check the onward march of 
the T.C.U. as will be proved in this article. 
The I.C.U. National Council organized 
vigorous opposition to the Bill and demon­
strations unprecedented in the annal s of 
South Africa were also organized through­
out the country. The I.C.U. being affiliated 
with the International Federation of Trade 
Unions, with headquarters at Amsterdam, 
cabled to that body and also to the British 
Trade Union Congress General Council, the 
Independent Labor Party and to Mr. Ram­
say Ma~:Donald, M.P., asking for interna-

CLEMENTS KADALIE 

Who will shortly lecture in the United States 

tional suppo'rt against the Bill. The Inter­
national Federation of Trade Unions at 
once cabled to our Government in South 
A frica its strongest protest and requested 
the withdrawal of the Bill, while at the 
same time it communicated with the League 
of Nations and the Briti sh Labor Move­
ment. 

Arising from this international opposition 
against the Bill , the South African Labor 
Party, which is an organization exclusively 
of whites, as_ well as the South African 
Trade Union Congress, also an industrial 
white organization, joined the black work­
ers for the fir st time in the hi story of South 
Africa to protest against the measure which 
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exc~u s ively affected the Native Africans. 
The South African Trade Union Congress 
which met in Cape Town during Easter 
holidays unanimously decided to reaffirm 
the opposition against this reactionary meas­
ure of the Government, conducted by its 
National Executive Committee, while the 
South African Labor Party resolved to 
vote against the Sedition Clauses in Parlia­
ment. In an extraordinary fighting speech, 
Mr. A rthur Barlow, the Labor member for 
Bloemfontein north, Orange Free State, as­
tonished Parliament recently when he re­
vealed the new policy of the South African 
Labor Party. He vigorously defended 
both the I.C.U. and myself who were being 
attacked by both the Nationalists-General 
Hertzog's Party, and the Opposition-Gen­
eral Smuts' Party. He reminded the House 
that no Government -could persecute the 
I.C.U. any longer in view of its affiliation 
with the International Federation of Trade 
Unions and that that body could not per­
mit one of its members in the world to 
suffer oppression under any capitali st Gov­
ernment. Mr. Arthur Barlow definitely 
told the House that the South African 
Labor Party had decided to support the 
I.C.U. as long as it continued to function as 
a trade union body. 

Decidedly a rapid change is taking place 
in South Africa and the affiliation of the 
I.C.U. with the International Federation of 
Trade Unions is being felt all over the 
country. Political Labor has definitely re­
solved to support the black workers, while 
at its last session held in April the South 
African Trade Union Congress discussed 
its relation with black trade unionism aris­
ing from this resolution which was adopted 
at the I.C.U. Congress which met simul­
taneously at Durban: {(That in the opinion 
of this Congress we consider that the time 
had arrived when both white and black 
workers of South Africa join in one na­
tional trade union mouement, with a view 
of presenting a united front against one 
common enemy-namely, the arbitrary and 
unlimited power of capitalis~and that this 
resolution be telegraphed to the South Afri­
can Trade Union Congress now in session 
at Cape Town." 



The South African Trade Union Con­
gress responded to this gesture by sending a 
message of fraternity to the I.C.U. Congress 
and it finally resolved "That Congress in­
struct th.e incoming National E:recutive 
Committee to invite all workers' organiza­
tions irrespective of color to a/filiate with 
the South African Trade Union Congress, 
further this Congr.ess instructs the E:recu­
tive to arrange a meeting with th.e National 
Council of the l.C.U. for the purpose of 
discussing matters of mutual interest." 

The Sedition Clauses in the Native Ad­
ministration Bill referred to above and 
which are now withdrawn by the Govern­
ment were of such drastic nature as to em­
power the Governor-General to deport N a­
tive leaders from one town to another or 
from one Province to another Province. 
For instance, the officials of the I.C.U. after 
the intended Bill had become law were not 
to be allowed any freedom of carrying on 
their legitimate trade union propaganda in 
the country, and furthermo.re, if, as a re­
sult of general dissatisfaction amongst 
Union members in one particular town and 
if a Secretary of the Union interpreted the 
wish of the members by becoming their 
spokesman, that man was to be deported 
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from that particular town. To sum up the 
object of the Bill was to destroy the only 
Trade Union amongst the black workers. 

We do not conceal the fact that had we 
not obtained international recognition, the 
South African Government would have 
passed the Native Administration Bill with 
its Sedition Clauses and placed it on to the 
one sided Statute Book of our country and 
its passage would have meant that a fresh 
era of slavery had re-entered Africa. 

These victories have encouraged us all in 
the Organization. Both officials and the 
rank and file are working harder to make 
our Organization a potential power in the 
national politics of South Africa. We be­
lieve that to bring this about we must es­
tablish firmly our international recognition 
and with this object in view our last Con­
gress at Durban, decided to delegate me to 
Geneva to attend, if possible, in an uno·ffi­
cial capacity the Tenth Session of the In­
ternational Labor Conference. I am 
writing these pages from Geneva and have 
been here two weeks already. Although I 
am not participating in the deliberations of 
the Conference, I have no doubt that much 
work is being accomplished, for by lobby­
ing and press work I have placed the posi-

. tion of the African Natives before the bar 
of International Labor. I have been priv­
ileged to be in touch with the leading men 
and women of the Labor Movement the 
world over. From Geneva I am returning 
to London where my programme of' speak­
ing tour throughout the United Kingdom 
opens from June 27th next. I have included 
the United States in my programme, ar­
riving soon after the International Trade 
Union Congress which meets in Paris as 
from August 1st to the 6th. 

The African workers consider that the 
American Negro workers and the race in 
general are little interested in the economic 
and political serfdom of their brothers in 
Africa and the reason for such state of 
affairs is due to lack of personal contact. 
With the object of placing the position of 
my countrymen and women before the civil­
ized countries, I am commissioned to tour 
Europe and America and it is hoped that 
those who desire to hear me speak on 
Africa should communicate with "The 
Messenger" for detailed information. 

NoTE: Mr. Kadalie will arrive in this country 
within a few weeks to lecture on the struggle against 
European Imperialism in Africa, under the auspices 
of The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters. 

THE GREATEST NEEDS OF NEGRO 
WOMANHOOD 

A Symposium 
Opinio11s of the Leading Negro Clubwomen 
of the Country. 

Education in Christian citizenship, to my 
mind, is the greatest need of our women, 
for in that may be included every phase of 
human uplift. 

Race consciousness, wise leadership and 
powei: of organization are the funda­
mentals that every woman must realize and 
are imperative for future advancement. 
Women are the keepers of the ideals of 
civilization, they are the home makers, they 
must train the children and send them 
forth with sound bodies, intelligent minds 
and brave hearts, prepared to serve their 
day and generation. 

Our women must know every phase of 
race history in order to develop great pride 
of race in our young people and lose no op­
portunity of letting them come in direct 
contact with the leading men and women 
in every community who are setting such 
fine examples of altruistic service in the 
work they render. They must be taught 
that they only are their superiors, who have 
more of the milk of human kindness, more 
of the spirit of justice, more of the love of 
God, than they have. 

On every hand there is a lessening of 
social restraint, a shifting of standards to 
lower levels, a weakening of the moral tone 
of society and during the past year or two 
religion has been attacked by apostasy, un­
belief and worldliness. A strong spiritual 
vision is America's greatest need. We be­
lieve this is an opportunity for our women 
to give of their deep love and spiritual 
fervor, by living true to the teachings of 
our Lord and Savior, and co-operate with 

every organization working for human bet­
terment and be prepared to render efficient 
service to the end that a spiritual vision be 
preserved in our youth. 

Nothing is more imperative today than 
the need of every woman courageously fac­
ing her responsibility to vote, the right 
inevitably carries with it the obligation. We 
little dream of the magic power of large 
organization and racial solidarity. Espe­
cially in the use of the ballot it will be a 
potent factor in breaking down barriers and 
bringing recognition. 

Our women are moving along new path­
ways, to the highest leadership is given to 
hold steadily with one hand the sacred sanc­
tities of life and in the other the flaming 
torch to light the way for coming genera­
tion. 

EsTELLE RICKMAN DAVIs, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

"I consider it presumstuous in any one to 
try and decide what women are or are not, 
can or cannot be. The woman of today can 
be whatever she wants to be by natural con­
stitution. Thev have alwavs hitherto been 
kept back as ·far as regards spontaneous 
development, ih so unnatural a state that 
their nature cannot but have been greatly 
distorted and disguised. If Woman's Na­
ture were left to choose its direction as 
freely as man, the conditions of human 
society given to both .sexes alike, there 
would be no material difference, or, perhaps 
no difference at all, in character and capaci­
ties which would infold themselves." 

Leadership 
For leaders we will have to develop a type 

of woman whose imagination, insight and 
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spiritual vision is so great . that, though she 
be in her home or what not, or at the head 
of a great organization, she must be able to 
understand the needs of her sister at the 
other side of the United States, living in 
circumstances utterly different from her 
own with needs quite different, younger in 
years, different in social classes, she must 
understand the needs of the women all over 
the country. If she cannot do this, she is 
unequal for the vast responsibility she bears. 

So it is necessary that the womanhood of 
today must have a spiritual power equal 
to the intellectual and material advance that 
has been made nowaday. It is the hour when 
women must, once more, and this time con­
sciously and deliberately create that atmos­
phere both in the home and in all organiza­
tions wherein, that which makes us human, 
that which is spiritual, that which is civiliz­
ed, shall be immeasurably more developed 
than it has been in the past. 

Surveying must be made, our women must 
organize to clasp hands with each other ; 
leaders carefully chosen for the young 
women. The self-respect of our women 
must in all ways be enrouraged. · Above all, 
a better social opportunity to the domestic 
workers. They must be admitted and pro­
vided for. In lifting as we climb. 

Mas. T. W. FINES, 
Wichita, Kansas. 

Now that all women can have anything 
they want, the question arises, what d,., 
women want? What career is best for 
them? What are their greatest needs? In 
other words, the modern question is no 
longer one of woman's rights. It has be­
come the question of the Womanly Ideal. 

(Continued on page 285), 
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BATTLING SIKI: CIVILIZATION'S DUPE 

I. 
A few months ago a policeman, patrolling 

his beat along 9th Avenue in the city of 
New York, came suddenly upon the pros­
trate body of a Negro. He had been sl~ot 
down and had lain in the gutter half hid­
den in the shadows cast by the steel sup­
ports of the elevated railroad. Examina­
tion of the body quickly established its 
identity. The dead man was Louis Phal, 
a French African, known to the boxing 
world as Battling Siki-conqueror of Car­
pentier and former champion Light 
Heavyweight of the world. 

The death of Siki was the occasion for 
sport writers all over the country to write 
columns of absurd slush relative to Siki's 
inability to absorb or be absorbed by civil­
ization. Siki was portrayed as a wild man 
from the African bush-who could not 
endure the restraints imposed by a civil­
ized community. He was a "roaring 
Aborigine" who broke out periodically in 
a savage display of barbaric temper. As tp 
his death sympathy was universally ex­
pressed-with the added note-that it was 
primarily due to his failure to understand 
civilization. · 

To that world of boxing fans the above 
appraisal is sufficient. New contenders enter 
the picture, new champions are awarded 
the crowns. Siki will be forgotten except 
when some "old timer" invokes the mem­
ory of the past and then he will be recalled 
as a game boy who didn't know what it 
was all about. A few, perhaps, will recol­
lect his magnificent body, the marvelous 
symmetry of his legs and arms, the muscu­
lar perfection of his torso, and the lighten­
ing speed of his blows. There may be 
some one who will recall his rare courage, 
his magnificent stand against the crafty 
"Kid Norfolk," but most of those who re­
member him at all will visualize a savage 
unable to adjust himself to the customs of 
civilization. 

Like most pictures-this one contains 
some elements of truth. It is, however, only 
a partial picture-an incomplete portrayal 
of an untutored African boy became first 
the dupe of civilization and finally its vic­
tim. Siki never fully understood civilization 
because it was revealed to him through 
sordid channels-by shameless methods. 
To him civilization was a succession of 
broken promises, shattered illusions, tar­
nished and tawdry ideals, bald deceits. It 
gave him nothing but lies, evasions, dubious 
praises and insincere flatteries. It had been 
revealed to him by unscrupulous promoters 
and greedy managers. In America to all 
of these was added the sinuous quirks of 
the color line. 

* * * 
Boxing had never taken a great hold on 

the French people until after the war. 
Prior to the American occupation, boxing 
in France was hardly considered as a major 
sport. A young man, Georges Carpentier 
by name, had fought several American 
fighters. He had usually been outclassed. 
Boxing was a sport for Englishmen and 
Americans, but for the French, Bah! 

By ELMER CARTER 

After the war French youth who had 
witnessed the boxing matches of countless 
Americans scattered over France-in the 
army cantonments-began to evince gre~t 
interest in the art of Le Boxeur. And this 
Georges Carpentier, having returned fr?m 
the war, proceeded to attract the attentiOn 
of his enthusiastic compatriots by wallop­
ing all those who dared to face him. 

At the top of the boxing world of France, 
the beloved Carpentier challenged the 
English title holder, Bombadier Wells. 
The English sport world had never acknowl­
edged the seriousness of Carpentier's claims 
to the European championship and his chal­
lenge of the beefy Wells provoked loud 
guffaws. 

In France the affair assumed the pro­
portions of a national event; it was a re­
sumption of the age old rivalry between 
Briton and Gaul. When Carpentier van­
quished Bombadier Wells, by carrying the 
fight to him and dazzling the clumsy Briton 
by his amazing speed and cleverness, all 
Fr.ance was in a delirium of joy-Carpen­
tier becam~national hero and tremendous 
momentum was given the sport of Le 
Boxeur. Then and there began a search in 
every department of France for others of 
all classes and weights who would bring 
France honor and glory in the realm of 
boxing as the great Georges had done. 

Along the water front of BQrdeaux 
stories of the marvelous agility and 
strength of a black boy had spread. Up 
through the cafes stories of his prowess 
were retold until all Bordeaux was agog 
with wonderment. It was at this time that 
a shrewd Frenchman decided that this black 
boy-this Senegalese-might be able to 
box. At any rate he would be a drawing 
card-even though he never learned. For 
a Senegalese boxer, a "sauvage," would 
draw the crowds out of curiosity. 

* * * 
A little black hoy on the wharves of Bor-

deaux, living precariously on the uncertain 
bounty of tourists. A few years pass and 
the war comes. He goes in with 
thousands of blacks from his native Sene­
gal. He is made a corporal. He returns 
a sergeant-decorated for bravery under 
fire. And then again to the water front of 
Bordeaux-a full fledged porter of unbe­
lievable strength ; such was Siki. He had 
been in France 10 years at the outbreak of 
the war. He spoke French and Dutch and 
Spanish. He was no different than thou­
sands of blacks who have drifted in the 
backwash of French colonialism to the 
ports of France. 

II. 
Siki never learned the fine points of 

boxing: infighting, holding and hitting, the 
rabbit punch, the one-two the various 
tricks which are in vogue in ring circles. 
He never learned, not because he had any 
ethical restraint, but because his instructors 
did not know them. Nevertheless, Siki 
learned to duck, to block after a fashion, to 
feint awkwardly, to go to his corner at the 
sound of the bell. He never learned to 
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take a count of six or seven in order to 
rest. He never learned to quit when the 
going wa! rough. He only knew how to 
go in and fight until he was counted out­
or had beaten his opponent-or drawn the 
battle. 

At first he was the joke of France. 
Awkward and bewildered by the crowd, 
their shouts, the confusing instructions of 
his seconds who knew little more than he 
did about boxing-he was the easy victim 
of all of the second rate fighters of Europe. 
And then, suddenly, Siki ceased to be a 
joke. He was fighting on one occasion 
and the crowd was shouting insincere 
plaudits to "Siki-the Sauvage." Coarse 
jibes were being hurled at him from out 
of the darkness around the ringside. His 
opponent, anxious to finish the fight, rushed 
in with both arms whirling-his face all 
smiles at the evident bewilderment of Siki. 
Suddenly there was a narrow streak of 
black, a dull thud and Siki' s opponent stood 
for a moment, his arms dangling as if 
struck by an invisible force. Slowly his 
knees caved-his face assumed a chalkv 
pallor and crumpling with a low moan, he 
fell on his face. 

The referee himself amazed, stood for a 
moment and then slowly began to count. 
The crowd stunned, heard the count but 
was entirely enveloped in a sinister silence. 
Siki, as surprised as his fallen opponent, 
hacked to his corner and with child-like 
curiositv watched the referee as his hand 
methodically rose and fell. 

The count is over. The fallen man's 
seconds rush into the ring with loud pro­
tests of foul. Siki smiles. He is ,;Siki­
Sauvage" no longer; he is ,;Le Boxeur.'' 
From that time on, he was to be a contender 
for the championship. With little knowl­
edge of boxing, with no intelligent direction, 
he had \von. And from that hour he was 
to gradually lose his timidity, his shyness. 
He was to build a stairway to the throne 
of the Great Carpentier and the steps were 
to be the prostrate bodies of the best 
fighters in France and all Europe. And as 
he approached the throne his education in 
the ways of civilization proceeded apace. 

In the meantime, though Carpentier had 
lost to the American champion, ~Ir. Jack 
Dempsey, he had lost none of his popu­
laritv in France. Had he not beaten the 
Engiishman Wells? He· was still the 
European champion-debonair, immaculate, 
popular-the idol of his country. Only the 
shadow of Siki fell athwart his path. And 
as Siki won victory after victory the de­
mand was heard that Carpentier meet the 
Senegalese. Carpentier first treated this 
suggestion as a joke, as did all of the 
French sport writers. But the shadow 
deepened and the demand became louder 
and more insistent until at last the great 
Carpentier consented to meet the Sene­
galese. It was at this time that Siki's real 
education in civilization's methods began. 
Up to this time ability had been the measure 
of his success. He was to experience his 
first real disillusionment when he made his 
bid for the champion's crown. 

The negotiations were long and drawn 
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THE AFRAMERICAN ACADEMY 

GEORGIA DOUGLAS JOHNSON 

. A native of Atlanta, Ga., but a resident of Wash­
Ington, D. C., Mrs. Johnson is one of the best 
known Negro poets in America, having written 
three volumes of verse "Heart of a Woman " 
"Bronze" and "An Autumn Love Cycle." She 
st~died music at Oberlin Conservatory and has 
wntten several songs, one of which "I Want to 
Die While You Love Me," was set to music by 
Han·y Burleigh. She is in t erested in the Drama 
and one of her plays "Blue B lood" is used b~ 
F r ank Shay in his "Fifty More One Act Plays." 
Another play "Plumes" received first prize in the 
last Opportunity literary contest. She contributes 
a weekly feature " Homely Philosophy" to several 
Negro newspaper. Her "Saturday Nights" for 
the literati are famous in W ashington. 

W. H. TWINE, SR. 

Known as "The Black Tiger" throughout the 
State of Oklahoma because of his spirited and 
courageous defense of Negroes in several f~mous 
trials, and because he prevented lynchings on two 
or three occasions in Muskogee by mobilizin5 small 
armies of Negroes equipped with high-powered 
rifles. Mr. Twine, a native of Kentucky, is one 
of the best known lawyers in Oklaboma where he 
has resided since the wild and woolly days of 1891. 
He was reared and educated in Xenia, O J:. io, taught 
school in Ohio, Indiana and Texas, ar.d was ad­
mitted to the bar at Groesbeeck, Tex;1s, in 1889, 
being the first and only Negro to be <>worn in as 
lawyer there. Since 1897 he has resired continual­
ly in Muskogee. 

WILBERT HOLLOWAY 

Staff Cartoo·nist for The Pittsburgh Courier 
since 1923, and a frequent contributor to The Mes­
senger, this young native of Indiana, who has just 
passed 28, is r apidly becoming one of the best 
known car toonis ts in the country. He is at his 
best in work of a humorous or satirical nature 
as shown by his weekly cartoons in The Pitts­
burgh Courier and his drawings to fit the captions 
in "Aframerican Snapshots" in The Messenger. Mr. 
Holloway attended the grammar and high schools 
of Indianapolis, Indiana, and studied art in the 
John Herron Art · School, one of the best in the 
country. Y~s, ladies, he is married. 
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NANNIE H. BURROUGHS 

M ost women nowadays have to work, particu­
larly most Negro women. The more capable and 
efficient the worker, the more highly paid and in­
dispensable. Many people have to accept low pay 
and poor working conditions merely because of 
incompetence and ignorance. Over 20 years ago 
Miss Burroughs decided to alter this latter wide­
spread condition among black women workers. 
So she founded the National Training School for 
Women and Girls in Washington, D. C. From an 
8-room farm house, six acres of unimproved land 
and seven pupils, the school has grown to eight 
buildings, eight acres of improved ground, 2500 
pupils, a library, a public laundry and a _commu­
nity store. That is her life's wo·rk; her contribu­
tion to Negro progress. 

EARL B. DICKERSON 

Though just turned 36, this young man has 
gained a wide reputation as one of the most bril­
liant young attorneys in Chicago. A member of 
the law firm of Morris, Cashin and Dickerson, he 
served as Assistant Corporation Counsel of Chicago 
from 1923 to 1927. He has been practicing law 
only seven years. For the past three years he 
has b een re-elected Grand Polemarch of the Kappa 
Alpha Psi fraternity. During the late war he 
served as lieutenant with the 365th lnf. overseas, 
and before that he was Principal of the Colored 
High School of Vincennes, Ill., and an instructor 
of English at Tuskegee Institute. Mr. Dickerson 
is a graduate of Evanston, Ind .• Academy and the 
University of Chicago Law School. 



out. :\Ionths passed and Siki despaired o £ 
getting the great chance. He couldn't 
understand why the mighty Carpentier 
would not fight except under conditions 
\l·hich made the match a penniless venture 
for him. At last the arrangements were 
completed and Siki was informed that he 
was not expected to win. In fact he was 
expected to lose and was instructed as to 
the round and the time when he should go 
clown, that is, if he wanted the· fight. .If 
Siki wondered at this apparent contradic­
tion, this duplicity, he gave no sign. ~e 
readily agreed to lose. He carried out h1s 
part perfectly until the night of the battle. 

It was not a brilliant battle. Carpentier, 
sure of himself, smiled as he lightly touched 
the gloved tip of his opponent's right hand. 
He side-stepped gracefully, feinted the 
awkward Siki into neutral corners and 
landed lefts and rights while easily avoid­
ing the blows of the challenger. He was 
the boxing instructor, graceful, precise, 
the consummate artist. 

Perhaps it was this superb confidence, 
this patronizing smile, these noels to the 
crowd which was laughing at Jhe clumsy 
savage who dared to challenge the great 
Carpentier, which caused. Siki either to fo:­
get his agreement or deliberately break h1s 
word. For suddenly Carpentier found him­
self facing a savage in truth, a savage 
whose blazing eyes gleamed with the light 
of savagry and whose black face glowed 
like a mask of hate. Like some tireless 
demon this black mask came on. Carpen­
tier, surprised, spoke sharply, something 
unintelligible to those at the ring side; but 
Siki, with a snarl like that of an enraged 
animal, leaped upon him. The great Car­
pentier, apparently alarmed, for he had not 
taken the fight seriously and had neglected 
his training, summoned to his aid all his 
superior ring craft; to his defense he 
brought the marvelous foot work which 
had provoked the admiration of America; 
and that resourcefulness which had broug-ht 
him to the top of the pugilistic ladder. But 
ever before him was that black mask of 
gleaming eyes coming on and on. 

The crowd was in uproar. Not even the 
supporters of Siki had expected this. And 
now the great Carpentier is writhing in 
pain, cursing lamentably. With rare cour­
age he rises. And again that black face 
is peering into his. He rallies, tries a 
clinch to save himself. And then there is 
a flash of ebony-a crack that echoes to 
the last row of seats and Carpentier, idol 
of France, is dethroned. He falls with 
his face twitching spasmodically. His 
manager, Des Camps, is crying as he ten­
derly lifts him up and carries him to his 
corner. The referee, amidst the wildest 
confusion, awards the championship and 
the bout to Siki. 

III. 
The fall of Carpentier was a calamity 

bemoaned by the sport world. The French 
boxing commission long refused to recog­
nize Siki as the champion, and the pro­
moters withheld the purse. Vague rumors 
flew thick and fast. Finallv Siki admitted 
that he had double-crossed the idol of 
Europe. \iVith characteristic impulsiveness 
Paris hailed the new champion. He became 
a boulevardier wined and dined, feted and 
honored bv the crowd. It went to his he<~d 
as well it might to anyone transported irom 
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the debris covered wharves of Bordeaux 
to the salons and cafes of Paris. 

Not until his funds had become perilously 
low did Siki consent to fight again. His 
next match was ill advised and ill man­
aged. Siki was matched to fight Mike Mc­
Tigue, Irish-American, in Dublin on St. 
Patrick's Day. The result of the battle 
was a foregone conclusion, Siki lost. He 
had none of the fire which had charac­
terized him in other battles. The opinion 
of the boxing public was that Siki was 
either very much overrated or else the 
fight was framed. 

After the McTigue farce a new manager, 
an American, became the directing genius 
of Siki's fortune. It was arranged to bring 
Siki to America to collect some "easy 
money." America is the mecca of the box­
ing world. Almost unbelievable fortunes 
are the reward of those who fight their 
way to the top of the pugilistic ladder. It 
was natural then for Siki to desire to visit 
America. His taste for high living and 
luxury and splendor had been stimulated 
on the boulevards of Paris. America was 
the open gate by which those tastes could 
be sustained. 

A careful manager, one whose vision 
comprehends a distant championship or, 
at least the huge purses which a champion­
ship battle in America insures, seeks to de­
velop his charge gradually by making 
matches in which the danger of defeat is 
minimized and yet those which call for in­
creasing- skill and knowledge. With Siki 
a far different method was pursued. When 
Siki came to America he had the earmarks 
of a great fighter. He was fast. He had 
a punch and above all, he did not know 
the meaning of fear. He lacked ring-craft, 
that knowledge which can only come at the 
hands of experienced trainers, knowledge 
of "countering," "blocking," "slipping 
punches" and the "timing of blows." Siki 
needed a year of constant training before 
he would have been ready to cope with the 
top notchers of American pug-ilism. But a 
year is a long time to wait. Curiosity con­
cerning the man who had beaten Carpentier 
was at its height. An immediate contest 
would net thousands of dollars. Why wait? 
And so the willing Senegalese was matched 
to fight the veteran Negro Kid Norfolk. 

0 f Norfolk let it be said that he was on 
the wane. The black terror who once had 
hurled panic into the ranks of the white 
heavyweights, all except the unfortunate 
Billy Miske, was not the Norfolk of a few 
ve1rs back. But he still was no mean con­
tender in the squared circle. 

Siki's showing in the Kid Norfolk battle 
was pathetic. He was outdassed and out 
fought. The wilv Norfolk brought all of 
his superior knowledge of ring-craft t0 beat 
off the invader. He ripped crushing lefts 
and rights to Siki's midriff. He jabbed the 
blundering Siki's face until his closing eyes 
were slits through which he peered wearily. 
For fourteen rounds he hooked and slashed 
with all the paralyzing power which had 
made him feared in American rings. And 
in the fifteenth and last round, Siki, beaten 
almost beyond recognition, his black body 
blue from a thousand blows, his eyes all 
but closed; Siki, Senegalese rushed to the 
middle of the ring and superblv carried the 
fight to his conqueror. And \\;hen the final 
gong rang, Siki stood face forward, lash­
ing out with both hands, valiantlv, even 
though futily-heaten. hut fighting-an 
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example of raw red courage unsurpassed 
in the annals of the American prize ring. 

The consensus of opinion after the ~or­
folk fight was that Siki was lacking in 
those essentials which make a champion. 
Yet only a few American fighters were 
willing to chance a battle with this fool 
who had taken such a terrific beating and 
didn't have sense enough to quit. It began 
to look as if the money making possibili­
ties of Siki as a fighter were limited and 
so a new method was devised in order to 
get the cash. 

The Norfolk battle, Siki's first in Amer­
ica, was to be his last real battle. From 
that time on he was to fight not purposefully 
but constantly, in order that his manage­
ment might cash in on his name. He was 
to fight night after night-week after week 
without rest. He was to meet opponents 
regardless of weight, regardless of exper­
ience or of physical condition. And in 
order to increase his box office value an 
avalanche of ~illy publicity was loosed on 
the gullible boxing public: "Siki is a savage 
who must have a keeper"; "Siki is a jungle 
child unable to comprehend civilization." 
All of this despite the fact that he had lived 
IS years in France and could speak French, 
Dutch and Spanish more or less fluently. 
But this was not all. In order that this 
publicity might have some basis in fact, 
Siki was instructed to act the part in and 
out of the ring; to execute freak dances, to 
grin, to make strange noises, to do anything 
but fight. Ring history offers no parallel 
to Siki's dramatic and colorful career­
his meteoric rise, his pitiful collapse from 
light heavyweight champion of the world 
to a grimacing clown. The black buffoon 
of the jeering crowds. 

IV. 

Thus as a contender for the championship 
Siki quickly passed. He was not popular 
even among American Negroes who re­
sented his antics as a reflection on their 
race. Siki himself has a vast contempt for 
the American Negro because he could not 
understand the latter's acquiescense to the 
color line. 

The color line as it is drawn in America 
is not always a straight line. It twists and 
turns, circles and bends-is prominent at 
one time-indistinct at others, depending 
upon the time and place and circumstance. 
Civilization in its accepted sense was not 
incomprehensible to Siki. He had adapU 
himself to all of the exigencies of Lath 
and Anglo-Saxon civilization. In manners 
and appearance he was not different than 
thousands of Negroes one encounters in the 
Black Belt of any large American city. 
But Siki, who spent the greater part of his 
life in France, where color prejudice is 
rare. never grasped the significance of the 
color line. He could not understand why 
hundreds of white people would frequent 
a Negro cabaret in Harlem and yet forbid 
hi.n to enter a night club on Broadwav 
where Negro singers and dancers enter­
tained. He never understood why a taxi­
cab driver would solicit his patronage and 
vet refuse to eat with hi min a restaurant. 
He cou1d understand the American Negroes 
quiet submission to what seemed to him 
monumental inconsistency. It was his feel­
ing of contempt and distrust of the Amer­
ican Xegl? which led Siki to seek his as-

( Continued on page 290) 
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"BEST" EDITORIAL FOR JUNE 
Selected from the American Negro Press 

By EUGENE GORDON 
Well Kno'Wfl Journalist on the Editorial Staff of The Boston Post 

This matter of selecting the "best" one 
of any class of things is always full of 
risks for the foolhardy who attempt it; 
however, those who explain their methods 
more often escape wrath than those who do 
not. As a matter of necessity, especially if 
one person makes the selection, the method 
must be arbitrary. If iJ be arbitrary it must 
follow certain lines of guidance-certain 
rules from which no appeal is allowed. 
Moreover, the word "best," as used nowa­
days in our appraisal of qualities in stories, 
books, newspapers, plays, and so on, is far 
from being an absolute term; at best "best" 

as thus employed is merely relative, and its 
relativeness becomes apparent in proportion 
as the selector of the "best" be a "com­
mittee" of one person or of several. For 
that reason no story or editorial or book or 
play selected as the "best" should be con­
sidered as unqualifiedly perfect; it should be 
considered merely as having met more 
thoroughly than any other story or editorial 
or book or play that was read by the se­
lector the arbitrary rules or tests applied 
to it. 

so are there in the newspaper editorial. For 
the purpose of this new department, how­
ever, the elasticity must be removed, and the 
principles made hard and rigid. If this 
were not done the rules would not be arbi­
trary, and arbitrary they must be, to be 
effective, in this particular undertaki·ng. 

I have made for my use a standard rule 
by which each editorial read during the 
month will be measured. That one which 
adjusts itself most nearly perfectly to .thi~· 
standard will be chosen as the best of all 
those examined. A newspaper's editorials 
may be selected more than once. 

As there are in other literary forms cer­
tain elastic principles which govern them, 

In the March MESSENGER there was print­
ed the "test", a standard rule by which 
editorials selected from the Negro Press 
would be measured. Under paragraph four 
of the "test" these questions were asked: 

stantly violated by editorial writers. !ish, and a woeful absence of ordered 
plans in editorial writing. It has seemed 
occasionally that the writer started off 
with a definite goal in mind; but that, at the 
end of 200 words, he had forgotten what 
and where the goal was. "Is the editorial structurally correct? :\. 

Does it grip attention with the first sen­
tence? B. Does it bear evidence of a del1-
nitely ordered plan? C. Is the length of 
the editorial proportionate to its import­
ance?'' During the reading of July edi­
torials I found paragraph four to be con-

There has been much discussion of topics 
on which the writers have been uninformed. 
There have been pathetic attempts to inter­
pret news concerning which the writers 
lacked basic information. There have been 
numerous instances of promising editorials 
petering out, like spent skyrockets, at the 
very geneses of their climaxes. There have 
been verbosity, wearisome repetition, re­
peated employment of hackneyed phrases, 
general abuse of every tenet of good Eng-

Such weaknesses ought to be corrected ! 
The editorial entitled "Utilizing Our As­

sets", from the Pittsburgh Courier of July 
23 comes nearest of all I read to meeting 
each of the points in the "test." It is there­
fore· selected as the best of that month. 

UTILIZING OUR ASSETS 
A great deal of the Neg·ro's economic dependence on 

white people is due solely to his failure to intelligently 
utilize his assets. 

Finding himself more or less segregated, jim-crowed 
and set aside, he is too prone to lament and beat the air 
blindly, rather than intelligently to appraise his position 
and make the most of it. One has but to stroll down the 
main thoroughfare of any Negro community to see the 
great opportunities that are going to waste or being taken 
advantage of by white people. For instance, in every 
Negro section there are scores of restaurants, yet it is 
doubtful whether Negroes in any sizable community have 
seen the possibilities of a truck farm, hog ranch and chicken 
farm in the environs, to supply these restaurants with the 
food they cook. 

In every Negro community are scores of churches whose 
members would rebel if a white minister were assigned to 
preach to them, yet these same members buy all their 
clothing, shoes, food and furniture from white merchants in 
the neighborhood. They could just as well provide means 
of supplying themselves with these necessities and use the 
profits therefrom in some manner advantageous to their 
particular group. 

Then there are the barber shops, numerous in every 
Negro community, that purchase supplies of shaving soap, 
perfume, tonic, shaving brushes, scissors, clippers, and so 
forth. The Negroes who get shaved, shampooed, massaged, 
and have their hair trimmed in these establishments, would 
be laughed at if they applied for skilled or clerical work at 
the manufacturing plants where these barber supplies are 
made. Yet these same Negroes will clamor loudly to have 
Negro policemen patrol the streets of their section and pro­
pose nothing to stop this great ftow of wealth from Negro 

barber shops into the hands of white manufacturers who 
discriminate against Negro labor. 

The percentage of Negroes who wear overalls is very 
large. Large also is the percentage of Negroes who raise 
cotton. But you can go the length and breadth of the land 
and you will not find a single overall manufactory that em­
ploys Negroes, except as porters and laborers. Here, it is 
obvious, is an opportunity for Negroes to get together and 
adopt methods calculated to stop this economic loss. 
Assuming that a pair of overalls costs two dollars, one can 
readily see how much money is lost to the group merely 
because it has not learned intelligent self-interest and manu­
factured and sold the overalls it wears. 

The same is true of all other articles of clothing. While 
Negroes are employed in some clothing factories, it is al­
most exclusively in the less skilled positions, that pay little 
money. Seldom, if ever, do they get an opportunity to 
work at the big clothing-cutting machines where large 
salaries are earned. 

Negroes use shoe polish of all kinds, but they would 
be unable to purchase it if the big white shoe-polish con­
cerns were to go out of business. Even if Negroes buy 
only a million boxes of shoe polish each year, it is obvious 
that this means a business worth one hundred thousand 
dollars. If we patronized such a business as loyally as we 
support our churches and fraternal organizations, it would 
mean the employment of some hundreds of young Negro 
men and women and a substantial sum of money remaining 
within the group for a longer period than at present. 

Any prosperity can be gauged by the amount of time our 
dollars stay in our hands. A group of people that is com­
pelled to g·ive away the greater part of its dollar imme-

(Continued on page 288) 
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ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY 

Profrssor of Sociolog:,•, Virginia Union 
Univcrsit.v 

Ella Wheeler Wilcox sensed a vital 
truth, when, in one of her poems she 
wrote, 

"I know as my years grow older 
And my eyes have clearer light; 
That in each rank wrong somewhere 
There lurks the seed of right." 

When men pretended to think in abo­
lute terms, it was an easy matter to answer 
"yes" or "no" to controversial que:;tions, 
for it was supposed that things were sepa­
rated by lines easily discerned. But the 
stubborn fact that all human things are 
relative precautions against do~matic ut­
terances. And it becomes increasmgly clear 
that things are separated by zones rather 
than by lines. Spring is the zone separat­
ing winter and summer and so is autumn ; 
twilight is the light zone separating the 
night and the day and so is dawn; manhood 
is the time zone separating youth and age, 
while indifference is a quality zone between 
lm·e and hate, between the good and the 
bad. Orthodoxy and heterodoxy in their 
extreme manifestations are easily dis­
tinguished but it is difficult indeed to dis­
tinguished between liberal orthodoxy and 
conservative heterodoxy. So when the 
question as to how orthodox religion affects 
the progress of the Negro is propounded, 
this lack of definite distinction makes either 
the affirmative or negative position neces­
sarily conditional. 

Prefatory remarks would be incomplete 
without some concept of what is implied in 
the term, ";'IJ'egro's progress". Since the 
11ocial problem is a problem of human rela­
tionships the proper adjustment of which is 
the condition of human progress, it is 
patent that the progress of the Negro is in­
volved in the adjustment of certain rela­
tions whereby he shares more largely and 
more certainly the larger life o.f the society 
of which he is a part. 

That religion is a conservative force in 
human development is a proposition on 
which sO<;ial philosophers everywhere 
agree. It is this fact that tends to alienate 
the radical elements in society. Yet the 
mere fact that religion is conservative i,; 
not sufficient warrant to strive for its des­
struct:ion. Had there been nothing old 
there would be nothing new and the fact 
that the new has grown out of the old in­
dicates that the old is not without merit. 
Conservatism therefore no less than lib­
eralism has played its part in improving the. 
condition of mankind and without the cen­
tripetal force of the conservatives the cen­
trifugal force of the liberals might have 
thrown humanity out on tangents of des­
truction. It is generally agreed that the 
hopes of any submerged group rest with 
the radical elements and it is upon this 
premise that much anti-religious sen~i!nent 
is based. 

Does It Handicap Negro Progress? 

YES AND NO 
Says GORDO~ B. HANCOCK 

A closer study of the question, however, 
reveals that the profit which submerged 
classes derive from an allegiance to radi­
calism, is largely though not wholly con­
tingent upon the success of the radicals. 
That the Negro in America is a submerged 
element is apparent; but that he is thereby 
safe in allying himself with any of the 
radical "isms" is extremely doubtful. The 
~egro has gained much, and has much yet 
to gain from philanthropy. But in the 
very nature of things philanthropy-at best 
a poor substitute for social justice-is con­
servative. Any pronounced tendency on the 
part of the Negro to ally himself with radi­
cal movements may result in a cessation of 
certain philanthropies; and when this takes 
place in a social order where the sense of 
social justice is but faintly awakened tragic 
developments are sure to follow and es­
pecially in view of the fact that the radical 
element may have little or nothing to offer, 
being itself at the mercy of a social order 
overwhelmingly conservative. In so far 
then as orthodox religion awakens caution 
in the Negro as he is tempted to cast away 
the old for the new ; and in so far as it sets 
forth the indispensableness of religion as a 
factor in his upward struggles ; and in so 
far as it recognizes the necessity of a 
stabilizing force in the social process, it does 
not handicap the Negro's progr-ess, for it 
thereby becomes a mechanism for the con­
servation of social values without which 
there can be no progress. 

Negro proJress demands the conserva­
tism of relig1on. Down through the ages 
religion has sustained the strivings of the 
human heart and the fact that man is "in­
curably religious" would warrant the sup­
position that religion has a survival value. 
Although there are some Negroes who in­
veigh against religion itself and apparently 
incline themselves to atheism and irreligion, 
thanks be, their number is inconsiderable 
when compared with the great masses of 
Negroes who seem neither capacitated nor 
inclined to dispense with the solace of re­
ligion. Atheism is negative and progress 
is positive and the progress of a race can­
not be intelligently predicated upon a nega­
tion. Atheism, therefore, is subversive of 
the Negro's highest aspirations. The on­
coming ages may produce a culture un­
related to religion, but in this respect it 
will be much unlike past ages in which the 
relationship between progress and religion 
was definitely established and in not a few 
instances direct and causal. If man's re­
ligion grows out of a sense of dependence 
as all philosophies of religion reveal, there 
is not the faintest possibility. that even in 
the remote future can man reasonably dis­
pense with a value that sustains him as he 
journeys to his long home. It is plain that 
humanity is riding Time's outbound train 
and so far as mortals know the schedule 
calls for no return. In so far then as ortho­
dox religion contends for the principle that 
religion is one of the fundamentals of hu-
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man progress it is not a handicap to the 
Negro's progress. 

Much is being said today about the obso­
lescence of the Scriptures and wherever 
they cannot be harmonized with more mod­
ern theories they are at times derided with 
blistering sarcasm. The plea is openly made 
that the Scriptures as a rule of human con­
duct in modern times should be cast aside. 
Yet such an argument is specious in view 
of the fact that to date no better guide to 
human conduct bas been found. What other 
writings are so full of interest and so full 
of inspiration? What other writings have 
turned the stream of centuries out of chan­
nel, snatched kingdoms out of joint and 
lifted empires from their hinges? What 
other writings are so potent in the affairs 
of mankind? To cast aside as obsolete this 
compendium of idealism which has been a 
world dynamic without something better to 
take its place is a course that does not com­
mend itself to thoughtful men. The beauty 
of the Bible consists not so much in evalua­
ting detached passages as in the harmony 
of the whole; not so much in its letter as 
its spirit. In so far then as orthodox re­
ligion strives to preserve the letter of the 
Bible as a means of preserving its spirit, it 
offers little or no handicap to the Negro. 
The God of the Bible appeals to men and 
so does its Jesus Christ. Say what we will, 
Jesus Christ is the world's foremost spirit­
ual expert and as such speaks with author­
ity and from this authority there is no ap­
peal. His deliverances on the fatherhood 
of God and brotherhood of man and on the 
immortality of the soul and its destiny have 
made the mightiest spiritual appeal of the 
ages. These utterances of Christ constitute 
the "last word" about matters of the pro­
foundest human concern: Man's whence, his 
why and his whither. The teachings of the 
Bible have motivated much that has contrib­
uted and still contributes to the physical and 
spiritual emancipation of the Negro. And, 
if the economic interpretation of history 
were firmly established it would not funda­
mentally negate this assertion. 

Just as orthodox religion when liberally 
interpreted may not handicap the Negro's 
progress when too illiberally interpreted 
may seriously handicap the Negro. What 
has been said has been an attempt to give 
orthodoxy this liberal interpretation. An 
illiberal interpretation will be made in what 
is to follow. 

For centuries there have been those who 
were wont to treat reason as a "bastard" in 
the family of mental attributes. They con­
sequently slighted reason in favor of faith 
which they contended was a heavfllly at­
tribute with heavenly potentialities. The 
orthodox religionists more than any other 
group have been prone to make this pseudo­
distinction between reason and faith. Out 
of this distinction has grown the age-long 
conflict between religion and science which 
conflict is today deflecting spiritual energies 
that might be used for more fruitful pur-



poses. The introduction of "monkey bills" 
into the legislatures of some of our states 
and the celebrated Scopes trial in Tennessee 
are but calls to the color in the conflict be­
tween religion and science; it is but the re­
currence of a social malady that thoughtful 
men had hoped was abated. There are those 
who boast of being "Fundamentalists" 
thereby laying claims to the belief that 
wherever and whenever science does not 
comport with religion the former becomes 
pernicious and maleficient. They commit 
themselves to the proposition that science 
has no right that religion is bound to 
respect. ·Any fight against science as the 
myriad tongues of history will testify is a 
losing fight, for science no less than religion 
has helped to make the world of today what 
it is and has lifted untold burdens from the 
shoulders of struggling man. Those there­
fore who would make the Bible a criterion 
of science are the worst enemies of the 
Bible they are trying to preserve; for it is 
becoming increasingly difficult to prove the 
inherent danger of science by which men 
eat and see and move and have their 
economic being. And too, men still re­
member the story of Galileo, Bruno and 
Copernicus whom orthodox men derided 
but whom rising generations call blessed. 
The Negro has nothing to gain by a dis­
belief in science and in so far as orthodox 
religion seeks to cultivate the age-long en­
mity between religion and science it cer­
tainly is a serious handicap to the Negro's 
progress. 

The onward strides of science have done 
much to reveal to man his insignificance in 
the great scheme of things. Each human 
being is but an atomic center of infinities 
that are overwhelming in their nature and 
extent. There are not only universes with­
out and beyond him but there are universes 
within him and the opinion of philosophy 
that seems to become more and more unam­
mous is, that the universe is infinite in its 
reach. The larger the concept of the uni­
verse the smaller the concept of man and 
certainly the relativity of his knowledge be­
comes a powerful suggestion. It must there­
fore become evident that human dogmatism 
is far-fetched and fatuous and will encoun­
ter the contempt that in the end it justly de­
serves. What creature who came out of 
the "somewhere" into the "where" for but 
a few brief years and then departs for the 
"somewhere", there to be long gone, can 
speak with finality? What creature who 
knows so little about anything can speak so 
dogmatically about everything, as to merit 
other than a questioning sympathy? The 
human vanity that has hitherto been the 
basis of a militant dogmatism is slowly giv­
ing way to a more cautious estimate of hu­
man dogmatics. Much of the opposition to 
religion that is cropping out here and there 
today has been engendered in religious 
dogmatism. Religious dogmatism is be­
coming more and more impotent in its in­
fluence upon mankind and it must be 
supplanted by a rational attitude of mind 
that allows each to value the opinions of the 
other. Mayhap Hegel was right after all 
when he averred that "each synthesis has its 
antithesis". When orthodox religion com­
mits itself to dogmatism and so impresses 
itself upon the Negro it incapacitates the 
latter for freedom of thought and expression 
so essential to any program of social better­
ment. The dogmatism of experience has 
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its place and since experience is personal, 
dogmatism does not warrant any attempt to 
foist upon others our personal experiences 
which others than ourselves may feel justi­
fied in rejecting. Life and not logic is the 
ultimate determinant of what men believe. 

Again, in the name of orthodoxy there is 
a tendency to over-emphasize questions of 
doctrine and under-emphasize certain ques­
tions of practice. In far too many cases 
ministers are indulging in heated wrangles 
over controverted theological doctrines 
while the weightier matters of human con­
duct are neglected. Many are trving to ar .. 
gue the finer points of the Atonement and 
the Trinity and the Virgin Birth as affected 
by evolution when moral delinquencies of 
the community need attention and the extent 
to which the religionists strain at the gnat 
of doctrine and swallow the camel of prac­
tice, they thereby divert religious interest 
out of constructive channels into a mere 
quibbling over questions that have proven 
too weighty for some of the most masterful 
minds of the ages. And by such distorted 
ideas of orthodoxy perfectly possible 
preachers become perfectly impossible con­
troversialists. The present stage of the Ne­
gro's development calls for some construc­
tive expression of religion and the extent to 
which such expression is subordinated to 
theological quibbling the Negro is handi­
capped. The Negro needs a social gospel 
and not a theological gospel as some er­
roneously postulate in the name of ortho­
doxy. The average man is not . seriously 
hampered by what he does not understand 
about the ethical metamorphosis which in­
heres in the doctrine of evolution. To foist 
the question upon such the average man 
leads not only to intellectual confusion, it 
is provocative of questions which the aver­
age man has neither capacity nor disposi­
tion to debate. When churchmen of a con­
troversial turn of mind realize that the 
Kingdom must be brought in through the 
power of righteous living rather than by 
victories in theological forensics ; when thev 
realize that an hour of living the Christ fs 
worth a century o£ arguing the Christ, the 
deck will ha've been cleared for Chris­
tianity's action against the foes of its prog­
ress among whom are many who make of 
orthodoxy a stumbling block rather than a 
stepping stone to the higher life. 

Finally, in the name of orthodoxy, many 
strike hard at all liberal thought that is not 
in consonance with their own and heap up­
on the liberal thinker their choicest male­
dictions. The liberal thinker lias been one 
of the greatest assets to struggling mankind 
and although in many instances they have 
been misunderstood, maligned and mur­
dered, the world owes them a debt of grati­
tude that it can hardly pay. Martin Luther 
the liberal thinker dared to nail the theses 
to the catherdral door at Wittenberg; John 
Russ the liberal thinker dared to insult the 
Archbishop of Prague and died at the burn­
ing stake in Bohemia but merited a title to 
fame that cannot die; Paul the liberal think­
er carried the case of his Risen Lord to the 
very throne of the Cresars and although he 
lost his life the world accepts him as one of 
the most stalwart characters that ever lived; 
John Brown the liberal thinker dared put 
his head into a hangman's noose in holy 
mockery at the monster of human slavery 
and even today his spirit goes marching on; 
Jesus Christ was a liberal thinker and as 
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11uch got Himself crucified by the orthodox 
Jews of His day, but though once dead He 
1s alive forever more. Those white men and 
women of the north and south who believe 
that the Negro is entitled to every right 
granted other racel'l are liberal thinkers and 
as such have merited the rather "compli­
mentary malediction" of many. Any sup­
pression of liberal thought is subversive of 
the interests of society and certainly it tends 
to contravene the aspirations of black men. 
When orthodoxy therefore commits itself to 
the rather herculean task of muffling the 
voice of the liberal thinkers it thereby be­
comes an obstacle to the progress of the 
race-the Negro. In so far as orthodoxy 
commits itself to the guardianship of relig­
ion it is not a handicap to the Negro's prog­
ress; but in so far as it commits itself to 
the preservation of a definite type of relig­
ion to the exclusion of all other types it 
seriously handicaps the Negro. A race re­
ligiously trained to narrow thinking will be 
more and more handicapped in a world 
where progress lies along the path of liberal 
thought only through which submerged 
groups may hope for relief. 

NoTE: This is the third and last of the 
articles on this subject. Others were by 
V. F. Calverton and Kelly Miller. 
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EDITORIALS 
"ALL coons look alike to me''-was once the title of a popu-

. Jar song. which expressed the homely philosophy of a 
multttu_de of whtte people on the Negro. It typified their spirit­
ual attitude toward the Negro as well as his phvsical effect 
upon their sense of right. • 
Hating All This opinion had economic consequences, too. 
Wh't p 1 Insurance companies made this a pretext or 

1eeope f . · d excuse or not msunng colore people say-
ing one Negro would die for another, and thev could not there­
fore, protect themselves against fraud. (Finger printi~g had 
probably not reached its present stage of accuracv in identi-
fication!) · 

Moreover, the theory had social consequences. \Vhen a 
crime was committed by one Negro, instead of taking pains to 
detect and to apprehend the real culprit, punishment meted out 
to "just any Negro" was regarded as sufficient. It was com­
monplace for <~; mob to lynch an innocent Negro, then later 
adm1t that a mtstake had been made, while after the Chinese 
cynic's philosophy its members would soothe their slippery con­
sciences with the consolation, "well, they are all bad fellows 
anyway!" 

In physics there is a law which reads, Reaction is equal to 
action in the opposite direction. Which is also true of social 
physics-human psychology. Thus Negroes concluded that 
the way to fight fire is with fire. "All white people are alike," 
co_unt,~red the Negro to the whites saying, "All coons look 
ahke. Negroes grew to hate or distrust most white people. 
They a-cted trustfully in their presence, it is true, after that well 
known histrionic ability of weaker peoples, yet all the while 
they had reservations just as they believed and still believe that 
white people have reservations as to them. Abraham Lincoln 
gives a rather nice and succinct illustration of this prindple in 
his Douglas debates. Said he, "When our fathers wrote in 
the Declaration of Independence 'all men are created equal,' 
they whispered behind their backs, 'all white men are created 
equal'." 

That both the white and the Negro opinion was and is erro­
neous is easy to expose by analysis, but more difficult to dispel 
by logic. In their sober moments most Negroes were always 
willing to admit that John Brown-who gave not only his own 
life, but the lives of his sons for Negro freedom-was not 
like all the Negro-hating whites. Today they accord to 
Clarence Darrow the high place of true friend, despite his being 
a Democrat and an agnostic-both of which are normally ana­
thema to the Negro mind. 

We are not, however, thrown for proof upon such isolated 
examples as John Brown, Lincoln, Sumner, Lovejoy, Greeley, 
Lowell, Beecher, Stowe, Garrison, and Darrow. For think­
ing colored people are well acquainted with Blaine's history 
of the Ku Klux Klan in the reconstruction p~riod, wherein he 
points out how that notorious organization murdered over fifty 
thousand white union soldiers and Yankee teachers who went 
South to protect and instruct the freedom during those· hectic 
and hazardous days. Likewise all Negroes, who have so- .• 
journed or been educated in the South, recall the splendid New 
England white teachers of Hampton, Howard, Fisk, Virginia 
Union, Atlanta, and other schools-remember with what in­
dustry they labored, with what devotion they toiled, with what 
unselfishness they chose to do a work for which there was 
little ~ompensation except ostracism as "nigger-lovers,'' outside 
of the joy which one gleans from doing good deeds for others 
and performing what he considers his duty. 

Chicago Negroes today would readily recall Darrow and 
Rosenwald, the late Victor F. Lawson, and Patrick O'Donnell, 
Mary McDowell and Jane Addams, and many others whose 
lives impress them as refuting the absurd principle that "all 
white people are alike." 

~. more powerful exatl?-ple as proof that homogeneity of 
opm1on on the race questwn does not exist among all white 
people is to be .found in a comparison of Negro treatment in 
dift"erent states. For instance, Mississippi has about 950,000 
Negroes, and 800,000 whites. South Carolina 900 000 Ne­
groes, and 800,000 whites. New York has ~bout' 250 000 
Negroes and 12,000,000 whites ; Illinois 200,000 Negroes 'and 
7,000,000 whites. 

Mississippi and South Carolina, however, have jim Crow 
cars, disfranchisement. discrimination in places of public ac­
commodation and amusement, segregation in education and 
recreation, notwithstanding their r<>cial populations are about 
equal numerically. Nevertheless, New York with a popula­
tion of forty-eight whites to one Negro, and Illinois with thirt\·­
five whites to one Negro, could, more easily than Mississippi 
and South Carolina adopt Jim Crow cars, disfranchise Negroes 
discriminate again them in public accommodation and amuse~ 
ment, segregate in education and recreation. That they do not 
do so is based upon a difference of opinion among the white 
populations of those respective states. 

In other words, all white peoples are no more alike than all 
Negroes. The person who asserts such rot writes himself down 
as either an ignorant or prejudiced bigot, whether he be white 
or black. 

CONSIDERABLE propaganda has appeared rec~ntly in 
the Wall Street Journal and a number of leading 

white newspapers to the effect that the MESSENGER and 
the editor, A. Philip Randolph. were advocating doctrines 
that were a menace to race relations. 
Th M It is quite interesting to note the sudden 

e euenger h' h h W l d Ra concern w IC t e a l Street Journal seems 
an ee to manifest in better race relations. In refer-
Relations ring to the Organizer of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters the charge is made that he advocates 
the superiority of the "new Negro" over the white man. 
This is indeed diverting, it is the first time we can recall 
white men charging the Negro with claiming that he is 
"superior" to the white man: Contrary to the opinion 
that the MESSENGER is a menace to race relations it is 
perhaps one of the greatest constructive forces in America 
for the improvement of race relations. It is fundamentally 
concerned with the organizing of Negro workers into a 
Trade Union Movement which will eliminate race conflicts 
by getting rid of economic competition between black and 
white workers-one organized and one unorganized. Evi­
dently the Wall Street Journal has been played upon by 
some agency seeking to prejudice public opinion against 
the movement to organize the Pullman porters. Neverthe­
less the unjustifiable and unsportsmanlike attack of the 
enemies of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and 
the General Organizer has strengthened instead of weaken­
ing the Movement. 

FROM the examination of the spirit and attitude of the 
white worker toward black workers it is quite evident 

that the solution of the Negro Problem lies not in the hands 
of the so-called good white friends of the Negro, but funda­
mentally in the hands of black and white labor. It is inter-

Bla k d esting to observe that whenever vicious and 
e an d d' d · h N ' 

Wh't w k egra mg propagan a agamst t e egro ts 
1 e or ers t ' 1 fi" d 1 d ' h sen out, 1t a ways n s o gment m t e 

capitalist press. 
The recent attack on the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 

Porters with a view of impressing public opinion with the 
idea that the General Organizer was opposed to everything 

(Cantinued on page 285) 
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A very successful ::\ egro Business Pa­
geant \Yas recently held in Savannah, Ga. 
There \Ya s a parade of float s, clubs and uni­
form ed organizations. The pageant \\":l.S 

held to stimul ate the interest of sa,·annah 
Negroes in the business achievement of 
their g roup and the opportunities and pos­
sibilities of business in Savannah. An e.r­
ccllcnt adve·rtising stuut. 

The Buffingt on Tailoring Company of 
Memphi s. the largest establishment of its 
kind in the \\" Orld O\\"ned by Negroes, ha. 
opened a branch establishment in Chicago 
to be kno\vn as the company's Middle West 
manufacturing a nd di : tributing center. 
Here t's a ?'call_\' basic ar1,d cYeditable busi­
ness enteYpris oJ . 

The Southern Fidelitv and Suretv Com­
pany of Durham, I . C., founded- a year 
ago by W. G. Pear on, r eports an annual 
income of 118,351.83. .r\ total coverage o i 
$5,000,000 was written dur ing th e fi scal 
year. ~fany of our biggest insurance com­
panies and fraternal organizations have had 
their official s bonded by this company. which 
also \Hites bail bonds. The company has 
nineteen agencies in North Carolina. It 
ought to have agencies 1·n nineteen' stat c:s. 
Th ere is sufficient N cg?'O business to war­
rant it. 

The Haitian delegati on to the Pan 
A merican Labor Congress were recently 
pTe,·ented from leaving the country by 
President Ba rno, the puppet o f the United 
State _1arine Corps and the A merican 
financiers. Bonw !mows how to serve his 
wasters . 

The B. T. Watkins Transportation Com­
pany of New Bedford, Mass., a concern 
o\\·ned and controlled by a Negro, has been 
a \\·arded a sub-contract to do the exca va­
tion " ·ork and filling in of swamp land near 
the town of Westport, by the Highway 
Division of the State Department of Public 
vVorks. This is one of the oldest and 
largest contracting and teaming concern s 
in the state of Massachusetts, having started 
business in 1898. It has been engaged fo r 
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. ome of the largest con truction jobs in the 
state. The firm has three huge steam­
sho,·el s, a SO-ton trail er and a score of 
trucks. He1·c is a 111an doing business : n ot 
X cgro business. 

1\fr. Tete .-\n sa, a member of the Saisi 
Tribe of ManYa Krobo in the ea. tern part 
of the Gold Coast, West :-\ frica, ha s arri,·ed 
in the U nited States to establish trade re-­
lati ons "·ith certain financial interests here. 
The Gold Coa t produces 230.000 ton s of 
cocoa annually; one-half of the world' s 
supply. Mr. A n a maintain s a busine;;s 
offi ce in London and is a fellow of tbe 
Royal Colonial Institute. H c·re's a good 
opportunity for sow c of OilY .\'cg·roes w ith 
11l011.C'V to 1.11-7./CSt. 

From ::--.le\\"ark, N . J., comes the good 
news that more than ~ so,OOO worth of stock 
in the newly organized People's Finance 
Corporation. ha s been subscribed. D:r. Ro s­
coe H . Buckner of Montclair, )J_ T. is Presi-
dent. · 

:\.ccording to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Stati stics, native white domestics decreased 
from 30 per cent to 17 per cent from 1900 
to 1920; native whites of foreign parentage, 
from 30 per cent to 16; and foreign-born 
whites fr om 53 to 35 per cent; while Negro 
domestics, vvho rated at 51 per cent in 1900, 
decreased only to 50.3 per cent during the 
20-year period. 

Texas has 233 counties in 75 of which 
there are no colored farmers. In the other 
178 there are 81.726, of whom 19.841 o r 
about 2-t per cent, are owners. Slightly 
more than 50 per cent of these 0\~:ners live 
in 20 counti es. Of the 383,920 white farm­
ers in the state, 163,135 or 42 per cent are 
owners. 

A group of Negro merchants and proper­
ty owners in Chicago met recently to di s­
cuss plans for creating better and more 
prosperous business conditions. It was held 
that plans should be devised whereby the 
small storekeeper might etablish credit. 

Mr. William Murphy of Omaha operates 
a suburban dinner palace that does a busi­
ness of $80,000 a season. Mr. Murphy 
caters to the wealthiest families in Omaha 
who are regul ar guests at his establi shment. 
His main dining room seats 75 people, ::t 
screened porch seats 40 more. there are 
special tables for family parties, and there 
is a special '"·omen's dining room seating 20 
persons. No liquor or jazz is served. The 
address is 4917 Center Street, Omaha, Neb. 

The A.B.C. Bond and Investment Com­
pany of Chicago, Ill. , is to soon erect a 
fi ve-story, reinforced concrete building at 
35th and State Streets, on land owned bv 
Jesse Binga, the Negro banker. There vvifl 
be two arcades, stores, shops, auditorium. 
private dining rooms, offices. The buildinP" 
\\'ill be ready for occupancy in :March 1928. 
Oscar DePriest will be manager and agent. 

l\fr. A h ·a Curti s of Beloit. Wisconsin. ha s 
retired '"ith pension from the Beloit E lec-
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trical vVorks " ·here he has been employed 
as electrical enginee r for the past -tO years. 

T he .North Carolina ~egro Insurance 
,-\s<;ociation held its annual meeting in 
Kinston on July 6th and 7th . 

:\Ir. Louis Searl es of Philadelphia, Pa., is 
Business _-\gent of Local 592 Operative 
Plasterers and Cement Finishers, Interna­
tional .-\ssociation of the U nited States and 
Ca nada . He is the fir st Negro to hold th~ 
position and is now serving his second term. 
He is also delegate to the Associated Build­
ing Trades Council of Philadelphia and 
vicinity,-a member of the Executive 
Board-, Delegate to the District Council 
of hi s union , delegate to the Building 
Trades Council of Camden, X.J., and \Yas a 
delegate representing hi s union at the 
.-\. F. of L. Conventi on held in Montreal in 
1926. 

For the first time in its hi story the 
Grand Lodge of the Grand United Order of 
Odd Fellows has made a deposit in a ! egro 
bank, the Citizens and Southern Bank :md 
Trust Company of Ph iladelphia, P:L 

Pat Mitchell, a Negro, of Elizabeth City, 
N . C., who earns from $25 to $47 a day 
skinning catfish, is said to have developed a 
technique which is a marvel. Some la·nd­
lord.s m·e eve n better skinners of) t enamts., 

\ccording to recent announcements, a 
ne\v bank to be knovm as the South Park 
Trust and Savings Bank, will be opened 
shortly in Chicago, Ill. Watt Terry, wealthy 
l\egro realtor of Nevv York and Brockton, 
Mass., is the most heavily insured Negro in 
the world. His life insurance policie total 
$545,000 in• twelve of the leading ew York 
and New England companies. Twenty 
years ago he vvas a janitor. 

The Liberty Life Insurance Company of 
Chicago, Ill., has closed its fir st si x months 
of the year with a gain of $1,000,000 in 
paid-for business. The total amount of in­
surance in force is eleven millions. 

The Empire Savings and Loan Company 
of Cleveland, Ohio, which began busine ·s 
on 'lay 1. 1920, has declared a three aml 
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T H E :\I E S S E }.;' G E R 

THE BROTHERHOOD 
OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS 

NEW YORK DIVISION 
The answer of New York to the propa­

ganda of the enemies of the Brotherhood 
has been increased membership and an in­
creased payment of dues. The lies sent 
broadcast th1·oughout the country seem to 
have electrified the men into new sense of 
responsibility and loyalty. Meetings are 
heing much better attended and there i~ .l. 
constant fiow of men into the national office 
to get the latest news from Chicago, wheru 
:;\Ir. Randolph is at this writing meeting 
with the Board of Mediation, and also to 
pay their dues. Thus our enemies have 
been wounded by their own weapon. 

During the past month S. E. Grain, the 
Field Organizer of thi~ district has been 
husy organiziniJ the annual picnic of the 
Xew York Div1sion. The picnic came off 
on August 3rd and was a great success. A 
large crowd of porters, their wives and 
friends, were out, and a jolly, happy crowd 
it waA, too. Besides his work of putting 
over the picnic, Mr. Grain spoke in the in­
terest of the Brotherhood to the Inter col­
legiate Conference at Potter, N. J,, at the 
Open Forum of the Baptist Church in 
Engelwood, N.J., and to a group of clergy­
men who vil;ited Harlem seeking informn­
tion about Negro progress. 

Mr. Crosswaith, the Special Organizer, 
has been engaged busily on the publicity 
work of the Brothet:hood, and maintaining 
contacts with the other units of organized 
labor in and around New York. Duung 
July he spoke before The Shop Chairmen 
of the Amalgamated ClothinJ WorktlriJ of 
America; before the Executive Committee 
of the Workmen's Circle; before the Inter­
national Pocketbook Workers' Union; to 
two groups of white clergymen from the 
Union Theological Seminary; hefore the 
International Jewelry Workers' Union; be­
fore the Baker's Union; before the Delica­
tessan and Countermen's Union; and before 
the Forward Association and a conference 
of leading trade unions. 

Mr. Des Verney, the Assistant General 
Organizer, has been engaged in maintaining 
the morale of the men, obtaining new mem­
bers and spurring up the payment of dues 
and assessments. During the month of July 
he spoke before the Delicatessan Counter­
men's Union, the International Pocketbook 
Workers Union, two groups of white 
clergymen from the Union Theological 
Seminary, the Executive Committee of the 
Workmen's Circle, and several other places. 

All of the organizers have spoken at the 
nrious meetings held by the local organi­
zation and sustained the morale and confi­
dence of the men hy their enthusiasm and 
confidence in the ultimate triumph of the 
catl"e. 

JULY ACTIVITIES 
The last of August we shall have as the 

guest of The Brotherhood, the Honorable 
Clements Kadalie, General Secretary of the 
Industrial and Commercial Workers Union 
of Africa. This Negro, a native of Uganda, 
came to South Africa about ten years ago 
and began to organize the black workers 
into a strong industrial union. Now this 
union is the largest economic organization 
of black men in the world, having nearly 
100,000 members. Mr. Kadalie is now on 
the European continent. When he arrives 
in New York, he will be routed on a lecture 
tour throughout the country, under the aus­
pices of The Brotherhood, to plead the 
cause of labor organization and tell about 
the struggles and successes of the militant 
black workers in South Africa. WATCH 
FOR THE ITINERARY OF THE 
CLEMENTS KADALIE TOUR, under 
the auspices of The Brotherhood of Sleep­
ing Car Porters. 

CHICAGO DIVISION 
By M. P. WEBSTER 

Organl111r 

George W. Clark, efficient Rer.retary­
treasurer of Chicago Division hat~ been 
absent from the office for the past week on 
account of the death of his dear mother. 
The deepest sympathy and condolence was 
extended Brother Clark by all members of 
Chicago Division and a numhe1· of them 
attended the funeral service. 

All Foreign members are weh:ume at 
Chicago Division Headquarters, 224 E. 39th 
Street. The price of admission i" a 1927 
card. 

Brother Randolph is being well taken 
care of by Chicago members. On Sunday 
afternoon, July 17th he and Brother' Clark 
and Webster were the dinner guests of one 
of Chicago's most enthusiastic members. 
They are still talking about tho;;c delicious 
rolls. 

Conferences with Hon. Edwin P. Morrow 
are being held daily on the Brotherhood 
case and membership meetings are being 
held every night. 

The largest attended meetings in the his­
tory of the Chicago Division were held at 
the headquarters during the last three 
weeks. Tbe attendance was limited to 
members only. Keen interest was shown in 
report of developments of the conferences 
before Ex-Governor Edwin P. Morrow of 
the U. S. Board of Mediation. The Brother­
hood is represented in these conferences by 
Brothers Randolph and Webster. Up to 
date Mr. L. S. Hungerford is the only re­
presentative of the Pullman Company that 
has heen heard from. 
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The activities during the past two weeks 
are bringing Chicago's quota of paid up 
members clo!le to ninety percent. 

The Ladies' Auxiliary held a meeting at 
headquarters Thursday Evening, July 21st. 
About SO women were present. The Auxil­
iary is being reorganized for work on a 
more comprehensive basis. 

4S new members were added to Chicago 
Division's roll during July. 

Watch for the announcement of the 
Brotherhood's Birthday Party to be given 
by the Chicago Division. The admission is 
by 1927 membership card only. A good 
time is assured. 

Brother Bennie Smith, Field Organizer, 
B.S.C.P. passed through Chicago en route 
to Omaha. Brother Smith has just returned 
from his three week's campaign in Detroit 
and leaves a strong Organizing Committee 
in that territory to carry on the work. 
Brother Smith made several talks at the 
meetings in Chicago on Florida and the 
lynching question. 

ST. PAUL DIVISION 
By PAULL. CALDWELL 

Local Surttar~·Trtalurlr 

The reaction in our district to the false 
report circulated in the daily press con­
cerning our failure with the Mediation 
Board, was very gratifying. Even before 
word had been received that it was false, 
we had gone into a council of war, and it 
was unanimously agreed that even though 
it were true, which we all very seriously 
doubted, that it was now time to show our 
mettle, and prepare to fight and fight hard 
to prevent another reverse ruling. 

Men, who up to that time had shown very 
little interest in the welfare of the Organi­
zation, began calling local headquarters de­
claring their loyalty; and the weekly reports 
of the local secretary-treasurer since that 
time confirms by action their determination 
to see a stronger support thrown behind the 
General Organizer, in whom they place 
every confidence. 

The same papers in St. Paul which carried 
the report, carried a retraction of the same 
in a very few issues later. 

The summer business has been good 
enough to give all the men regular employ­
ment, and many who were idle all or most 
of the winter are getting out of debt and 
beginning to catch up in dues and assess­
ments. We expect every man to be paid 
up within the next month. Many have al­
ready paid up to January, 1928. 

All are confident that we shall receive a 
favorable decision from the conference now 
in session. 



ST. LOUIS DIVISION 
By E. J. BRADLEY 

Organi•tr anti Secr~tarY·TrtaJurer 

Conditions are improving rapidly in this 
territory among the members. The porters 
from outlying districts are calling at the 
office daily to get the news on our confer­
ence now in session before the Board of 
Mediation. The St. Louis porters, (Uncle 
Toms), are losing faith in the "good old 
Pullman Co." due to the fact that they have 
caught their master's in a lie. It is very 
very disgraceful to his lordship to have his 
servants find out that he has been deceiving 
them for over fifty years; and one cat1 
easily imagine how difficult it will be here­
aft~r for their dear old masters to get them 
to believe anything they say. Thus the new, 
sensible porter has placed his confidence in 
a new master, 'The Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters, who from all indications are 
the rightful masters of his situation. The 
Brotherhood has never lied to a single pull­
man porter, instead, we have told him many 
things for his benefit, if he would just 
listen to us. But with his master constantly 
whispering in his ear against us, he was 
puzzled as to who was right. Thank 
heavens he has at last seen who is for him 
and with him, and he is leaving the fold of 
the old master as fast as he can get to a 
Brotherhood office and join ou" forces. 

Porter H. E. Fields, who was pulled off 
his run on Nov. 1st, 1926 by A. V. Burr, 
Sup't. Pullman Co., St. Louis Zone, for 
being. suspected as being a member of the 
Brotherhood, has a splendid position as 
butler with a wealthy family in the exclu­
sive west end of St. Louis, Mo. His ser­
vices for the first three months with this 
family pleased them so well that his em­
ployer gave him an Overland automobile 
free, so that he would have some method 
of getting back and forth to work at small 
cost. Mr. Fields is well pleased with his 
position also his car. He says he worked 
for the Pullman Co. for fifteen years and 
does not remember them giving him a thing 
except a "bawling out". There were twen­
ty-two porters pulled off in St. Louis for 
their suspected membership in the Brother­
hood of Sleeping Car Porters. This did 
'not, however, weaken them; instead it put 
new life in them and a new determination 
to have a real pullman porters' union, of 
porters, by porters, and for porters. 

Porter D. H. Shelton, who operated a 
club car to New York from St. Louis, and 
was one of the porters who were pulled 
off through a frame-up, has opened a steam 
laundry in the city and is doing just fine. 
He is getting the support of most of the 
porters, besides a large amount of work 
from the white apartment houses. While 
his laundry has only been open six weeks, 
they claim it will be necessary to enlarge 
the plant within a year's time, if work keeps 
coming in as it has. 

I am looking for Brother Totten through 
St. Louis any day, on his way back from an 
extended tour of the West Coast. His visit 
to St. Louis will be highly appreciated by 
the members of this district. Brother Tot­
ten has many friends in St. Louis who will 
be glad to hear him "rawhide" the stool­
pigeons as only Totten can. He and I are 
of the old school; we know them, we have 
worked with them; they cannot fool us. 
They know we have their "number". 
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I have had several very encouraging let­
ters from our General Organizer, Mr. A. 
Philip Randolph, who is now in Chicago 
on our case. He was never better for the 
Brotherhood. All the porters have to do 
now is pay their dues and assessments, and 
all else is assured. Some of the St. Louis 
porters have been waiting to see what was 
going to be done. They were told by their 
"masters" that we were dead, and they 
would never hear any more of us. Now 
that we have proven to them that we are 
not dead, but very much alive, we are 

Second Anniversary 
Two years of steady fight• 

ing for the right to rerresent 
ourselves. Two years o strug• 
gle and strife; of successes and 
disappointments. Two years 
of loyal support and courage• 
ous rallying to the colors. Two 
years of ceaseless agitation, ed• 
ucation and organi~tion. Two 
years of patient waiting. And 
now, seven thousand strong, 
we stand more thoroughly en• 
trenched than ever, defying 
the arrogance of company 
unions and the exploitation 
exemplified by low pay and 
long hours. We are as deter• 
mined as ever that these evils 
must go; that Pullman porters 
and maids must represent 
themselves and must have a 
higher standard of wages and 
superior working conditions1 

in order that the future may 
be bigger and better and 
brighter, for us, for our chil• 
dren and for our race. 

watching them to see .what they are going 
to do. God taught men to "Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth when 
the evil days come not". 

The Brotherhood is the New Negro 
creator, if he could only see and believe it. 
You will have to come ; you might as well 
now. The case between the Pullman Co. 
and the Brotherhood is in such fair shape 
now that we are looking forward to our 
convention soon. There is where I expect 
to meet you next, and exchange ideas on 
the future of the Brotherhood. 

WATCH FOR THE CLEMENTS 

KADALIE LECTURES 
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Do You Want to Know About tbe 
Nerro Race? 

Then Read 
HOLMEI' 

· "FADING LEOPARD'S SPOTS" 
Witlt Bight lllullraliDnl 

It tal11 tile wllola trutll about tile mixture 
of the rae•• 

The book 11 excellently printed and bound In 
Cloth, Half and Full Morocco 

Prlce1 .li.IO, •s and .S.IO 

SPECIAL OFFER I 
Tble wonderful book aad a year'• eub1crip· 
tlon to The Menenrer, all for the price of 

the book 

S1nd Ord1r1 ~D 

YOUNG'S BOOK EXCHANGE 
liD Waet I<Mtll Street, N- York, N. Y. 

or to 

THE MESSENGER PUB. CO. 
Ull Seventh Avenue, N- York, N. y, 

SUBSCRIBEt .1 a Year 

Pullman Porters 
and Maids! 

THE NEW YORK 
DIVISION 

Brotherhood of Sleepin• Car 
· Portera 

Holds Its Meetings at 

ST. LUKE'S HALL 
125 Weat 130th Street 

New York City 
All Meetings Begin Promptly 

at 9 P.M. 
It is the duty of every porter and 
maid to attend these meetings 
and avail themselves of the privi­
lege of hearing A. Philip Ran­
dolph and the other brilliant 
speakers who are JUests of the 
Brotherhood from tlme to time. 
If you want to know what the 
Brotherhood is doing and why it 
is doing it, you must attend these 
meetings. 
At these meetings there are 
facilities for the payment and 
collection of dues and the issu-. 
ance of membership cards. THE 
MESSENGER, official organ of 
the Brotherhood, is always on 
sale. 

SEPTEMBER MEETINGS 
Wedneaday, September 7th 
Thuraday, September 15th 
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STATUS OF PULLMAN PORTERS' CASE 

In the Congress Hotel, in Chicago, Medi­
ation of the question of representation be­
tween the Pullman Company and the 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, is 
now going on by Honorable Edwin P. Mor­
row of the U. S. Mediation Board. 

This is a far cry from August 25, 1926, 
when, as a result of nation wide unrest 
among the porters with The Employee Re­
presentation Plan which has failed, after 
six years trial satisfactorily to adjust dis­
putes, the Brotherhood was born. Like a 
prairie fire, the Movement swept the coun­
try, and December lOth, 1926, the first step, 
in settling the dispute between The Brother­
hood of Sleeping Car Porters and the Pull­
man Company was taken by the U. S. 
Mediation Board. 

The procedure instituted was as follows: 
After the Brotherhood had secured a ma­
jority of the porters and maids in the ser­
vice, the General Organizer addressed a 
letter to the Pullman Company, requesting 
a conference, which was denied. Where­
upon, he made an ex parte application to 
the U. S. Mediation Board for its services 
to mediate the dispute. 

December lOth, Honorable Edwin P. 
Morrow, member of the Board was dis­
patched to Chicago to inquire into the mer­
its of the dispute. The representatives of 
the Brotherhood and the Pullman Company 
were ordered to lay their claims in the dis­
pute before him. 

( The Brotherhood, in the hearings which 
lasted a week or more, presented its side of 
the dispute, contending ( 1) That it em­
braced the majority of the porters and 
maids in the service (2), that the Employee 
Representation Plan, organized and con­
trolled by the Company, has no jtanding 
under the new Railway Labor Act. 

( The Company contended that the 
Brotherhood did not represent the porters 
and maids since 85 percent had voted for 
the Employee Representation Plan in the 
last election. The Brotherhood replied by 
producing 1000 affidavits, from porters 
showing that they voted under coercion, in­
timidation and interference of the Company, 
that they did not vote of their own free 
will, but under threat of being pulled off 
their runs or of losing their jobs. ) 

In the opinion of the U. S. Mediation 
Board, the facts and arguments presented 
by the Brotherhood were sufficiently meri­
torious to warrant the Board making fur­
ther investigation into the case. 

In February, the Board so decided to 
further investigate the case. 

( On the 4th of May of this year, Mr. 
' Morrow, was deputed to go to the Head­

quarters of the Brotherhood in New York 
and go more fully into the records and 
documents of the Brotherhood substantiat­
ing its claims. He had the statistician of 
the Board, Mr. W. C. Mitchell to come to 
the Brotherhood's office and carefully ex­
amine all of the membership blanks, records 
and finances of the Brotherhood. This in­
vestigation lasted four days. A report was 
made to the Board on the investigation and 
July 11, Mr. Morrow was ordered to 

By A. PHILIP RANDOLPH 
General Organizer 

Chicago by the Board to proceed with the 
work of mediating the question of .!:.lel?.D!S.e!J.­
~. which is the -13aS1c'pfiii.clple in dis­
pute. \ 

Sud{ is the present status of the case. 
From the trend of mediation, some definite 
position on representation between the Com­
pany and the Brotherhood, will be reached 
very shortly. Mr. Morrow has declared his 
intention of continuing on the case until 
some settlement is reached or he will rec­
commend arbitration. 

Propaganda to the effect that the Board 
had turned down the Brotherhood's case 
was as erroneous as it was malicious. But 
the response of the porters and maids in 
paying dues indicates that it was not only 
not believed but that it stimulated them to 
greater loyalty and devotion to the Organi­
zation. 

Mr. M. P. Webster, Organizer Chicago 
Division, and the General Organizer are the 
Committee representing the Brotherhood 
at this stage of the negotiation. This com­
mittee will be joined later by Roy Lancaster, 
Secretary-Treasurer, Bennie Smith, Field 
Organizer; A. L. Totten, Assistant General 
Organizer; E. J. Bradley, Organizer, St. 
Louis Division; W. H. Des Verney, As­
sistant General Organizer, if occasion arise. 

Donald R. Richberg, author of New Rail­
way Labor Act is giving the Brotherhood's 
representatives counsel constantly. Should 
mediation fail, arbitration will follow. 

Voice of the Porters 
Dear Mr. Randolph: 

Please allow me to say a few words in 
THE MESSENGER. 

Special to the Pullman porters through­
out America. Stop sleeping. Wake up 
out of that slumber and respond to your 
leaders' call. It is time that all men of 
this Negro race be men and not children. 
Porters who do not try to make it possible 
for their wives and children to enjoy more 
of the luxuries of this new world in which 
we live, are less than men. We have been 
praying for true leaders for centuries. Now 
we have few of them. I am sure we have 
some of the cream of our race at the head 
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Por­
ters. Now listen porters. As members of 
my race, let me appeal to you who have 
not yet joined the Brotherhood, for the 
sake of your children, for the sake of add­
ing stars to your crown, get your Brother­
hood card. It means more education for 
your children. It means more freedom 
for you. Listen to your brilliant leaders 
and not to the stool pigeons who tell you 
that you can't win and you will find that 
it will take you a long way up the ladder. 
The Brotherhood has won already and if 
you had lost it would have been because 
you stayed on the outside. Get in. The 
eyes of the world are upon you so if you 
have your hands on the plow hold it and 
keep step with the Brotherhood. If you 
love your race, prove it by doing noble 
things, and not dreaming them. 
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Now I close by saying to you, if a task 
is once begun, never leave until it's done. 
Be the labor great or small, do it well or 
not at all. 

Sincerely yours, 
New York City. AN ALERT PoRTER. 

My Dear Mr. Randolph: 
I am writing to let you know that I am 

still whole soul in accord with the Brother­
hood, but I have had sickness in my family 
and have it yet. Aside from what I have 
had, my wife had an operation May 18th 
and it cost me aronnd six hundred dollars. 
She is doing fairly well at this writing, and 
I hope to be able to send you all or some of 
my dues within th·~ next thirty days. 

I have always believed that this is the 
only thing that the porter·; and maids could 
do to gain consideration, and I did not start 
thinking that we could get what we \vanted 
in a day. 

Respectfully yours, 
A vVEs1ERN PORTER 

Wonderful Ethiopians of the 
Famous Cushite Empire 

THE MOST THRILLING STORY 
OF THE AGES 

By Drusilla Dunjee Houston 
Ed,.cator, Author, Journalist 

Claude A. Barnett, Director, Associated 
Negro Press: "We feel prouder of our heri­
tage as Negroes since. we read the things 
you have discovered ... 

Robert L. Vann, Editor, Pittsburgh Courier: 
"We know of no book published during the 
past quarter of a century which offers such 
irrefutable inspiration to the black peoples 
of the earth." 

.J. A. Rogers for the New York Amsterdam 
News: "'The book shows a tremendous 
amount of research on the part of Mrs. 
Houston. The book grips you from the 
first and makes mighty interesting reading." 

Rodger Didier, Critic, Associated Negro 
Press: "In no other book is there so much 
of the old of Negro History. She has at­
tained a hitherto unperformed service." 

Cornelius Edwin Walker, white author, lec­
turer and psychologist: "You prove your 
contention that civilization came from the 
black race from the very first. Whoever, 
in either race, disputes your assertions has 
some task indeed." 

Frank R. Croaawaith, for The MESSENGER: 
"Mrs. Houston has done what few other 
Negro authors have had the necessary 
patience and perserverance to do-viz.. to 
gather from the record written by white 
men facts to prove that there is no such 
thing as a white man's civilization. She 
has delved deep to show that art, music, 
religion were all permeated in ancient days 
by Ethiopian influence." ' 

THIS BOOK NOW SELLING 
IN FOREIGN LANDS 

Let this new TRUTH give you power to 
thrill your children, your pupils, or your 
audiences who turn away today because of 
lack of hope and inspiration. 

Price $2.25 
Address UNIVERSAL PRESS 

255 West 144th Street, New York City, N. Y. 

Or Box 332, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
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Editorials 
(Continued from page 280) 

under the sun from the government to the church, not a 
line of that propaganda appeared in the labor press. This 
shows the common sympathy, interest attd bond between 
black and white wage earners. This is the only effective 
cooperation for the improvement of race relations which 
can be relied upon; for in this cooperation both parties are 
beneficiaries, neither depend upon the charity of the other, 
but both depend upon clear headed labor solidarity for 
common economic advancement. This is the only solvent 
key to our racial problem. Even in the south, which is 
generally derided because of its attitude toward the Negro, 
organized white labor can be depended upon to take a more 
rational and sound position on labor racial problems than 
the white capitalist of the north. The fact is, economic 
nect>ssity compels them thus to view the social, economic 
racial relationship. 

nificant since it appears in one of America's leading week­
lies, Callier's Weekly, of July 30, which needs no further 
comment. 

The U ngreased Palm 
One of our best and most permanent evils is tipping. Re­

forme~s are alwa,ys conducting a campaign against it. These 
campa~gns get nowhere because they attack the practice from 
the wrong end. The average man tips waiters, barbers, porters 
and others because he likes to pay his way and knows that in 
certain kinds of service custom o:rders a tip and employers re­
duce wages by the amount of the tips. 

The Pullman Porters' Brotherhood has gone at the Problem 
from the tipped end. According to their statement, their aver­
age wage is $72.50 for four hundred hours of work a month, 
and their tips average $58.00 a month. They have gone before 
the federal mediation board with a program that call's for a 
fatter pay envelope, shorter hours, and no tips. 

Tipping it~elf is an offense to the code of American business 
ethics. It belongs in countries where begging is a recognized 
life calling, where petty bribery of government employees is a 
recognized channel of revenue, where class distinctions are 
sharp and oppressive, and where cultivated' servility is an art. 
But the custom is rooted in the United States, and it will grow 
and thrive until the great army of the tipped rises in rebellion 
and creates and demands a right to straight pay. T HE following editorial speaks volumes on the social 

problem of tipping and low wages. It is most sig-

Negro Womanhood 

(Continued from page 272) 

The new woman will first of all possess 
intellect. She will be a better mother, a 
more efficient companion and a true living, 
breathing, inspired and aspiring individual. 

Negro womanhood today is in need of 
numerous factors to aid in its progress and 
advancement. The greatest of these needs 
are Educational and Contact. 

The Negro woman as she actually ap­
pears in modern society is less a subject to 
variation than man. She is lesss liable to 
be a genius or an idiot than her brother. 
She is physically more fit. She lives longer. 
The fact that she more often appeals to 
emotion than reason, as cause for action, in 
no way marks her as inferior to man, but 
simply different. 

If the education of the home and school 
can be unified, and together they give a 
training that will lead girls into the actuali­
ties of life, many heartaches will be fore­
stalled, and many stumbling blocks will be 
removed from the pathway of our Racial 
Progress. . 

The needed mental expansion for the 
Negro woman implies a higher average of 
trained intelligence unfolding normally into 
all lines of human activity. It signifies a 
womanhood moving irresistibly toward the 
highest realm of existence, a factor abso­
lutely essential for symmetrical racial de­
velopment. 

Education will make the Negro woman 
think and see the real significance of her 
life. She will understand the true meaning 
of fair play, and freedom from interference. 
Nevertheless it will take contact to cause her 
to act and outgFOw her narrow prejudices. 

Only ripened intelligence, experience with 
others and an ability to judge conflicting 
evidence can enable her to select wisely in 
all matters. Contact develops a social con­
science. 

Marriage is the ultimate goal of the ma­
jority of women. In the past marriage 
meant segregation. Today true marriage 
should mean a larger life, a mutual stepping 
out into the world's wonder house for both 
participants, and a happy service in per­
forming together the world's needed tasks, 

(Continued on page 288) 

The Apex of Negro Business! 

"The Greatest Negro Business Enterprise 
in the World." 

The National Benefit Life Insurance Company 
now carries $75,000,000 worth of Insurance on 
the lives of more than 300,000 Negro Policy­
holders. 

The total Assets of the company are more than 
$4,000,000. 

The largest employed force of any Negro Busi­
ness Institution, consisting of more than 200 Offi­
cials and Employees at the Home Office and its 
Branch Offices, 750 Supervisors, Agency Man­
agers, and Assistant Managers. 

A field force of more than 1,500 men. 

600 Medical Examiners cooperate with the 
Home Office. 

"Not· for Power and Prestige--But for 
Service." 

These figures speak for themselves. On this solid basis we solicit 
your business 

The National Benefit Life Insurance Company· 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

"The Company You Will Eventually Insure With" 
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The moment seems propitious for the 
display of just such theomorphic nonsense 
as Mr. Jeddu Krishnamurti gives us in his 
"The Kingdom of Happiness" (Boni & Li~·­
eright: $1.50). In theosophic circles he has 
been received as a prophet of singular im­
portance. Why, I don't know. His god­
mother, Mrs. Annie Besant, thinks his little 
book displays "striking originality" and a 
"depth of wisdom." Actually it does noth­
ing of the kind. It is not even original. 
Our modern prophet, sometime in his life, 
has, no doubt, read through the Sy-King, 
the Edda, The Tantra, the A vesta, the Sas­
tra, and the Bhagavad-Gita; being a good 
Indian first and a prophet by acclaim, I 
presume that he has done this. And my 
conjecture is given factual proof by "The 
Kingdom of Happiness," for it is merely 
a limae labor of all these Eastern books, 
and hence verbiage. 

"Where Is Civilization Going!" (Van­
guard Press: $0.50), by Dr. Scott Nearing, 
is rather a sign of the times than a prophecy 
of any importance. If Dr. Nearing's 
prophecies mean anything, and I, for one, 
think them meaningless, our next society, 
which will be plebeian, will set us in the 
land of Prester John. Such a wish comes 
from the heart and not the head, for there 
are no assured proofs that we are at the 
front door of this socialistic Utopia. 

Max Stirner wrote some years ago that 
"might make right." That is right 
which we have the might to do. This has 
never been successfully refuted, that is, if 
we accept Stirner's terms and definitions. 
Mr. Leon Whipple, in "The Story of Civil 
Liberty in the United States" Vang~tard 
Press: $0.50) shows clearly, and with 
irrefutable facts, that civil liberty in Amer­
ica is possessed only by that class which 
has the power to demand, and to enforce 
that demand, for civil liberties; for others 
it is merely a mirage, the truth of which 
every crisis quickly proves. This has always 
been true of America; the rest of the world 
as well. Yet our pseudo-liberals took to 
writing about Wilson's open violation of 
the Bill of Rights as if it were something 
novel. As a matter of fact, the dominant 
groups, in times of stress, have always 
operily violated their professed creed of 
tolerance and liberty and equality .. 

"The Profits of Religion" (Vanguard 
Press: $0.50), by Upton Sinclair, is a re­
print of this already famous book. Sur­
prise, horror, and oaths greeted Mr. Sin­
clair's first demonstration of the fact that 
the American church is merely the caudal 
appendage of Big Business. Its spiritual 
arm so say. Mr. Sinclair has a portfolio 
of facts and documents to prove his as­
sertion. He conjures up scene after scene, 
minister after minister, sect after sect, but 
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By JAMES W. IVY 

all are tarred with the same brush. I wish 
Mr. Sinclair had devoted more space to the 
Baptists and Methodists. These sects, as 
we all know, are at the bottom of all the 
evangelical buffonery which now enlivens 
the American scene. Their idiotic diatribes 
against liquor launched the national farce 
known as prohibition; their fear of free 
inquiry, and hatred of Darwin, hatches our 
anti-evolution laws in the states of the 
South. Every minister should read this 
book. He may rant against it but he cannot 
disprove its thesis : that the church in Amer­
ica is the spiritual arm of Big Business. 

"The New Medical Fofiies" (Boni & 
Liveright: $2.00), by Dr. Morris Fishbeilt, 
is an addition to thedoctor'spreviousstudies 
of American medical thimblerig. Barnum 
was right when he said that the American · 
people liked to be fooled; nowhere is this 
more evident than in the field of medicine 
on its lower levels. Here any scagliola 
purporting to be a cure-all gets the boobs' 
immediate attention. Our one hundred per 
cent Americans go in for such bizarre and 
occult cults as phlebotomy, cupping, san­
guisage, somapathy, erosionism, chromo­
pathy and aerotherapy. It seems that the 
more idiotic and mysterious the cult and 
the cure, the more readily the people fall. 
Even relatively intelligent folk too. For 
example, Mr. Upton Sinclair swallowed Dr .. 
Abram's "spondylotherapy" hook, line and 
sinker. There is no remedy for quacker­
ism; so long as man is heir to certain bodily 
ills so long will quackerism reign. Medi­
cine has, on its lower levels, never divorced 
itself from the flam of the priest and the 
astrologist. I doubt that it ever will. 

"Trader Horn: Being the Life and 
Works of Alfred Aloysuis Horn" 
(Simon and Schuster: $4.00), edited by 
Mrs. Ethelreda Lewis, is Conrad uncoifed. 
The very stuff <Of Conrad's tales is here, 
but bald as a coot of Conrad's concinnity 
and gorgeousness of style. Elemental, plain, 
the skeleton of life; the thoughts and 
opinions of a man forced by the brutal 
facts of life to think for himself. Here 
are no copy book maxims, theologic plati­
tudes, catechism phrases. A book for up­
and-coming virile, he-men. "What is poetry 
but the leavings of superstition?" "The 
Americans-a moral people except when 
it comes to murder and so on." "Like a 
lad in a toy shop-Rhodes." 

"The Theory of the Leisure Class" (Van­
guard Press: $0.50), by Dr. Thorstein Veb­
len, is a reprint of Dr. Veblen's famous 
economic masterpiece. In brief Dr. Veb­
len's thesis, here, is that the leisure class 
in order to differentiate itself from the more 
thrifty middle and lower classes resorts to 
conspicuous consumption and vicarious 
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leisure. That all phases of the leisure class 
life must perforce express waste and denote 
freedom from labor. The doctor's thought, 
however, is obscured by his outlandish style. 
It is prose run mad. There are resquipedal­
ian words borrowed from botany; macrol­
ogical sentences, and euphuistic phrases. 
In many instances he strings out in eight 
or ten paragraphs that which could be 
easily expressed in one or two simple sen­
tences. Such prolixty drives away the 
average reader. Don't fasten on this book 
of Dr. Veblen's, however, without reading 
his other tomes. You understand him only 
after reading the whole of his work. 

"The Conquest of Bread" (Vanguard 
Press: $0.50), by Prince Peter Kropotkin. 
An anarchist-communist, Kropotkin out­
lines his sketch of the "future society based 
on liberty, equality and fraternity." "A 
study of the needs of humanity, and of 
the economic means to satisfy them." Books 
like these should interest Negroes for the 
simple reason that it distracts our attention 
from our own pressing problems of race, 
and seems to integrate our troubles in the 
general ills of humanity. For the so-called 
Negro problem is simply one more sore 
added to the many boils on the body of 
humanity. 

"Cassandra: Or th.e Future of the British 
Empire" (E. P.' Dutton & Co. $1.00), by 
F. C. S. SchiUer, M.A., D.Sc. Another 
addition to the "Today and Tomorrow" 
series. "The British Empire is at present 
the most ramshackle empire on earth, Vice 
Austria exploded. It challenges all Cas­
sandran instin!=ts to prophesy about its fu­
ture." "Three great dangers clearly beset 
the future of the British Empire, each of 
them affecting and aggravating the others. 
The first is the Labor Problem in Britain, 
the second. is Britain's European entangle­
ment, the third is the permanent strain which 
this puts upon the cohesion of the parts of 
the Empire." In the light of these three 
major problems, Dr. Schiller discusses the 
probable future of the British Empire. 
This future is ineradicably linked up with 
America and her attitude toward the Em­
pire. 

"T'f'iumph of the Simple Virtues or The 
Life Story of John L. Webb" (Hot Springs, 
Arkansas: The Messenger Publishing Com­
pany), by Sutton E. Griggs. This book is 
a conventional sketch of a conventional 
man, Mr. Webb. Mr. Webb's life com­
bined with a sort of historiette of changing 
phases of the so-called Negro problem. This 
man deserves our notice for his building up 

·of the Woodmen of Union, a powerful, 
national Negro fraternal organization. 
Hence another good inspirational story for 
Negro youth. 



"What's So and What Isn't" (Vanguard 
Press: $0.50), by John M. Work. The 
usual socialist tract. Mr. Work attempts 
to answer all those qqestions which ribald 
and sceptical opponents delight to put to 
socialists. Some of his reasons are rather 
puerile; others actually idiotic ; a few sane. 

"Hotm's Race Assimilation: Or The 
Fading Leopard's Spots" (Atlanta, Ga., J. 
L. Nicholas & Co.), by Prof. John James 
Holm. This is the first time that I have 
heard of Mr. Holm. The Reverend Mr. 
Church, in his introduction, dubbs him a 
"close student of human nature" and as­
sures us, with the utmost aplomb, that "the 
name of Prof. Holm is in itself a guarantee 
of its soundness of logic, and the excellence 
of the presentation of this production of his 
richly endowed and highly cultural mind." 
The learned professor pretends to be scien­
tific; yet he bases his anthropology on 
Genesis, and his ethnology on obscure and 
unheard of authorities. Here is the most 
specious book on the Negro problem that 
I have ever read. The author plays fast 
and loose with logic; fills his book with 
soph~sms, paralogisms, quirks, quillets, non 
sequlters, and outworn fallacies. It is a 
regular hodge-podge, of which one can 
make neither head nor tail. The best thing 
in it is Mr. William Pickens' "Intercourse 
Between the Races." Omitting his article 
the book belongs in the garbage pail. ' 

"Four Negro Paets" (Simon & Schuster· 
$0.25), edited by Alain Locke. A collectio~ 
of some of the poems of McKay, Toomer, 
Cullen and Hughes, together with Dr. 
Locke's introduction: "The Poetry of Negro 
Life." 

"A Short History of the American 
N.egro" (The Macmillan Co.), by Benjamin 
Brawley. This is a revised edition of Braw­
ley's book. A good text book for courses 
in Negro history. 

"Baha' U' Llah and the New Era (Bren­
tano's), by !. E. Esslemont. An outline 
of the teachings and history of the Bahai 
movement. Like most religions it has ready 
made solutions for all the problems under 
the sun. It may interest Negroes to know 
that Abdu'l-Baha speaks out in no uncer­
tai!l terms in_ condemnation of race prej­
udtce. Bahatsm lays stress on what it 
calls the essential unity of man and man's 
various religions. Some day the Bahaists 
expect all reli~ions to be synthesized ; 
creeds, sects, tnbal Gods, tribal prophets, 
a?d holy books will lose their peculiar sig­
mficance upon the advent of this new day. 

"Congaree Sketches" (The University of 
North Carolina Press: $2.00), by E. C. S. 
Adams, with an introduction by Paul 
Green. This book contains more authentic 
Negro dialect than all other books on the 
Negro rolled into one. The best preface to 
any book by or about Negroes is to be 
found in this book. Read this from the 
pen of Mr. Paul Green: "Here at the end 
of this century's first quarter the United 
States is awakening to the fact that the 
destiny of the Negro is its destiny, that 
?lack and white are inextricably mingled 
m blood and bone and intention and that 
as the white man fails the Negr~ fails and 
as the Negro rises the white man rises. 

"And this is the only conclusion to awake 
to, seeing that for two hundred years both 
white and black have assimilated a mutual 
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tradition and practice approximately the 
same social conceptions in their daily life. 
Actually and absolutely it makes little dif­
ference to the ultimate answer if today the 
Negro is-to use a homely picture-in the 
ditch doing the dirty digging and the white 
man on the bank directing it. Simply be­
cause human beings are concerned, a re­
arrangement will follow. One of three 
things always happens and always will. 
Tomorrow either both will be in the ditch, 
or both will be on the bank, or the Negro 
will be on the bank and the white man in 
the ditch. And this mutual orientation goes 
on forever." 

It requires courage to state these things 
in North Carolina; in New York or Bos­
ton too, for that matter. Mr. Green's logic 
is sound, the sentiments of his heart are 
noble; but there is no such awakening to 
the truth as he imagines. Why, does 'not 
the constant preoccupation of white authors 
with the sordid and baser sides of Negro 
life disprove his theory? The muck of 
Negro life is dished up as an hors d'oeuvre 
for the jaded appetites of ruse whites. 
The_ upper class Negro hardly attracts at­
tentiOn except as a butt for satire and ridi­
cule. These sketches are of the lower class 
type of Negro. They are authentic, well 
done. And give one a keen insight into the 
mentality of this. type of Negro, so dearly 
loved by the whttes. 

After the lapse of two more years Mr. 
Frank Harris gives us the Third volume of 
his enthralling autobiography. ("My Life: 
Vo~ume Three" (Privately Printed for Sub­
scnbers Only: $15.00), by Frank Harris). 
In the first volume it was travel and study, 
the second love and politics, and now in 
the third it is literature and art. Whereas 
in ~he fi~st volume his h~ro was professor 
Smtth; m the second hts heroes are De 
Maupassant and Randolph Churchill, and 
in the third they are Heine and Burton and 
Thomson. There is also a study of the 
Christ in this volume, which is unique. Mr. 
Harris's life story constitutes a sort of new 
bible; it is the first book in the new bible 
at any rate. For there is no living man who 
has lived and loved and traveled as he has 
done. All the first men of his time have 
been his intimates: Huxley, Alfred Rus­
sell Wallace, Thomas Carlyle, Meredith, 
Thomson, to name a few. The man is a 
first rate critic of his time; he deals with 
its art and literature and politics in a mas­
terly manner. Yet the men who have taken 
to writing about his "Life"- cover him with 
the vilest condemnations; and ascribe all 
sorts of mean motives to him for writing 
freely and fra?kly ?f his Earthly Pilgrim­
age. But the mtelhgent are not surprised· 
has not Shakespeare warned us that "God'~ 
Spies," those who take upon themselves the 
"mystery of things," must expect the "back­
wounding calumny" of this "all-hating 
world"? 

Mr. Harris, happily, pays no attention to 
the barks and snarls of the mediocrities · 
he continues to write with freedom and 
gusto, and we thank him for it. The hue 
and cry which greeted the appearance of 
Volume I was due to its frank handling of 
~he author's sexual life: a necessary thing 
m any truthful, realistic self-portrait. Years 
ag9 ¥ont!ligne wrot~,: "Ce lui aime peu 
qut atme a la mesure. Mr. Harris in his 
love-life, has unconsciously follow~d this 
rule. The ordinary mortal, however, is too 
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prudish to love fully, so he naturallv con­
cludes that one who does is immoral and 
vile and mistakes normal desire for las­
civiency, judging the other fellow by his 
own sexual incompetence. On the other 
hand Mr. Harris has loved much and not 
according to the teachings of the conven­
ticles either; and to make the matter worse 
has written frankly about it all. Besides, 
he does not omit details about the sexual 
lives of some of the famous men of his 
time. The consequence is, that his "Life" 
has been condemned from one end of the 
English speaking world to the other. In 
France his English enemies persuaded the 
French authorities to issue a warrant for 
his. arrest; which proceeding, upon investi­
gatiOn, was found to have been instigated by 
the British Foreign Office. It seems that 
the English objected to some forty or more 
pages out of five hundred in the second 
volume because they told how the late Ran­
dolph Churchill got the syphilis, depicted 
the late Prince Edward with a penchant 
for naughty stories, and described the dis­
gusting greediness and foulness of a Lon­
d?n Lord Mayor's dinner. The sexual part 
dtd not attract them as it did Judge Levy 
in America. The truth is, the sexual part 
of the book is only a small fraction of the 
whole; it does not occupy near the space 
that Casanova devotes to such matters in 
his Memoires. And Harris idealizes and 
differentiates his women which Casanova 
does not do. 

_Ther~ are many interesting things in 
thts Thtrd Volume. Back in '26 he wrote 
me, among other things, "I am half way 
through the Third. Volume of 'My Life,' 
have done a portratt of Heine that I like 
and am going to try to make the book 
memorable by a portrait of Jesus at the 
end." Mr. Harris has kept his word: he 
opens his book with Heine and in chapter 
twenty has new and true things to say of 
the Christ. For instance, he shows how the 
teachings of the Christ have intensified the 
sensuous side of life by ennobling woman. 
Then, there are interesting and convincing 
pen portraits of Bismarck, of Burton of 
Cecil Rhodes, of Beit, and of Zola. New 
and witty sayings of Oscar Wilde are also 
given. Talking about the bible with Harris 
one day, Oscar said that it was an inter­
esting book for : "It begins with a man and 
a woman in a garden and quite naturally 
ends with revelations." What could be wit­
tier? Ifo! the chapter on Prize Fighting 
he has thts to say of the colored prize-fighter 
Peter Jackson : "I soon got to know Peter 
Jackson personally and liked his quiet and 
modest ways; certainly the best character I 
~ver ~aw in the ring." The chapter entitled 
Afncan Adventures and Health" is one 

of the most interesting chapters in the book. 
W?at he has to tell of Queen Victoria and 
Prmce Edward and Gladstone is soul-re­
vealing. His amatory experiences are new 
too, and he ends the greatest of them with 
the confessions of the girls which is some­
thing that ~s not to be fou'nd in any other 
book. All m all Volume Three is a great 
book. 

To Prospective Subscribers : 
If you cannot afford to spend a dollar 

for a year's subscription, send 50 cents for 
six months. 
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Utilizing Our Assets 
( C ont£nued from page 277) 

bookkeepers, mechanics, stenographers, managers, tech­
nicians, superintendents, salesmen, or even office boys. Yet 
the Negro is helping to increase the wealth of these estab-

diately upon receiving it, can never become prosperous and 
economically self-sufficient. 

lishments. . 

Trace every article purchased by Negroes back to the 
people who made it, or the person who sold it, and you will 
find a business establishment that refuses to hire Negro 

The American Negro cannot hope to create group 
economy entirely separate and divorced from the economic 
life of the nation, but he can certainly utilize some of his 
aasets and opportunities much better than he is doing. 

HONORABLE MENTION 
In the order as named, these editorials 

are chosen as "next best": 1. "A Tale of 
Two Churches", Pittsburgh Courier, July 2; 
2. "Rubber", Washington Eagle, July 29; 
3. "Interracial Larceny", Black Dispatch 
(Okla.), July 14; 4. "Hill's Exhortation to 
Humility", Washington Tribune, July 1; 5. 
"Economic Benefits of Race Cooperation", 
Norfolk Journal & Gttide, July 30; 6. 
"Economic Aspects of Lawlessness", Nor­
folk Journal & Guide, July 9; 7. "Looking 
Through a Spyglass", Chicago Defender, 
July 9; 8. "Motives," Chicago Whip, July 
30; 9. "Don't Blame God", Chicago Whip, 
July 23; 10. "An Ungodly Thrust at the 
Race", Atlanta Independent, July 28; 11. 
"I'ull in Your Anchor", Philadelphia Tri­
bune, July 7; 12. "White Papa", Baltimore 
Afro-American, July 23. 

Negro Womanhood 
(Continued from page 285) 

which can only be accomplished from con­
tact. 

VIVIAN OsBORNE MARSH, 
Berkeley, California. 

Confidence 
According to my opinion, confidence is 

the greatest need of Negro Womanhood 
today. She has little in herself and less in 
the members of her group. There has been 
and is today a great tendency to place too 
much significance upon the approvals of 
the members of the opposite group as per­
tains to the merits of our own. In other 
words, nothing said or done by the Negro, 
unless sanctioned by the Whites, is of as 
much importance as that said and done by 
the latter. This method is naturally one of 
belittlement· to our better judgment. And 
when it finds lodgment even in our minds 
it is reflected in those about us, especially 
our children. We find them ever ready to 
give the glory to their white neighbors and 
ever hesitating to come forward with any 
expression of their own which they consider 
as unimportant. This is accountable in 
many instances for the poor standards at­
tained by the Negro boy and gir lin the 
educational institutions where they have 
contact with the opposite group. · 

Just how to begin to establish this con.fi­
dence of which I speak is perhaps not an 
easy thing to decide. Yet I think, one way 
to do it, is to acknowledge and accept lead­
ership wherever we find it in our group. 
Let not envy, hatred, jealousy, selfishness 
and personal ambitions disrupt our minds 
as to shut out the dictates of that Greater 
Self within us. Say to these enemies of 
progress-"Get thee behind me," and face 
the future with all its grand possibilities, 
by endorsing and following those whom our 

consciences dictate as true leaders of our 
Spiritual, Political and Social Welfare. 

Tell the children about the great leaders 
which our race has produced, such as 
Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington 
and Toussan L' Overture and others of the 
past. Then of the present place before 
them such examples as Roland B. Hayes and 
Mary McLeod Bethune, all of whom found 
their enviable places through trials and 
great tribulations. Let them know that few 
of any race ever gained such heights coming 
from obscurity such as these emerged. 

A great lesson can be learned from the 
Anglo Saxon who, without exception, dom­
inates the world today. That is there be­
lief in leadership. The very first thing they 
do when even a few assemble to do busi­
ness, no matter how simple, is to elect 
whom they deem competent to lead and ad­
vise them. 

Success, in whatever line, must come to 
those who are willing to take sound advice, 
given by those who have the interest of 
the group at heart. Let Negro Womanhood 
have confidence in those who show capa­
bility for sincere leadership. 

(MRs.) SARAH LEE FLEMING, 
New Haven, Conn. 

N.ational Negro Fair and Ezposif.ion ..... 
The Negroes of Galveston, Texas, led by 

C. D. Jenkins, R. F. Peterson and Mr. Was­
tom, are about to put over the biggest thing 
ever attempted by the Negroes of the South, 
in the nature of a National Negro Fair and 
Exposition expressing the progress of the 
Negro in the past sixty years. As an in­
ducement to contributors to send in their 
exhibits, the committee is offering $5,000 
in prizes in art and music alone, along with 
prizes in other lines. Miss Augusta Savage, 
well-known sculptor, is Art Director and 
Jack Johnson, ex-heavyweight Champion 
of the World, is handling the athletic 
events. 

Those interested should communicate 
with: 

Mr. C. D. Jenkins, Gen. Director, Box 
490, Galveston, Texas. 

Miss Augusta Savage, Art Director, 29 
W. 130th St., New York, N. Y. 

The Fair will open September 14, 1927, 
and close December 1, 1927. 

Radicalism Needed 
My dear Mr. Schuyler: 

I wish to thank you for the kind consid­
eration which you have shown us by giving 
so much prominence to Louisville in your 
publication. I heartily agree with you that 
certain impressions concerning colored peo­
ple must be corrected. Too much praise 
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cannot be given to THE MESSENGER maga­
zine for the fight which it is waging in 
behalf of the race. It is true that THE 
MESSENGER is considered radical by some 
but the radical element is sorely needed 
among us in order to bring about the desired 
results. 

Very truly yours, 
J. M. Ragland, Executive Secretary, 

Louisville Urban League. 
Louisville, Ky. 
July 5th, 1927. 

What Will 
Your Son 

Do? 
++ 

VVhen your Son or your 
Daughter comes out of School 
this year or next, what kind 
of employment will they find? 
Can they clerk in a Depart­
ment Store? Can they get a 
job in an insurance company? 
They can if you take a policy 
in a Life Insurance Company 
owned and operated by Col­
ored People and help to build 
it up. VVith every policy you 
get, in addition to every pro­
tection that other companies 
give, the chance of a job for 
your son or your daughter. 
You are building opportuni­
ties for your children and 
yourself when you insure in-

NORTHEASTERN 
LIFE INSURANCE 

COMPANY 
Home Oflice: 

NEWARK, N. J. 

Ask us about 
a Policy at your Age 

Agents Wanted 
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OPen FoRum 
A ~Jce ./Or cfupporter OJJd Opponent 

Letters hereafter must not exceed 200 word-the 23rd Psalm had no more I 

Mr. Spaulding Explains 
UJ?on a final revision of my article ap­

peanng in the July MESSENGER, I elim­
inated one or two paragraphs which re­
lated to the topic "Over-advertising" which 
appears in the fourth paragraph of my 
printed article as " ( 3) Over-extension and 
Over-advertising"; but I failed to strike out 
the latter half of topic 3, and that is why 
nothing appeared in the article in support of 
that part of the topic. 

Topic 3, as you correctly surmised, re­
lated to what is generally termed "Bally­
hooing" and was intended to criticize the 
over-statements of companies who desire 
to give the impression that they can sell 
cheap insurance to Negro risks. This 
policy is, of course, fallacious and detrimen­
tal in view of the Negro death rate, which 
is about one and one half times as great as 
that of white risks. The reason I elimi­
nated the paragraphs pertaining to "Over­
advertising" was because I feared they 
might be misconstrued and thought to be a 
discouragement of legitimate advertising. 
So by my error in failing to strike out the 
topic I have contributed to the impression I 
sought to avoid. 

The North Carolina Mutual Life Insur­
ance Company, I think, rightfully claims to 
be the pioneer of Negro organizations in 
large scale advertising; and a great measure 
of our success has resulted from the fac~ 
that during all of our existence we have 
advertised widely in the general press, in 
calendars and many novelties. All of our 
companies and enterprises in this country 
need to advertise more largely and more 
persistently, and especially in the Negro 
Press; but false advertising and over-state­
ment calculated to stimulate sales ought to 
be avoided. That is what I originally aimed 
at in the paragraphs which I afterwards 
deleted. 

C. C. SPAULDING, 
Pres. North Carolina Mutual Life Ins. 

Company, Durham, N. C. 

Defends Moton 
Dear Mr. Randolph: 

Mr. Owen thinks Dr. Moton should re­
sign because he is not a business man and 
defines business as anything that is carried 
on primarily for profit. 

While Dr. Moton is technically an educa­
tor, as Principal of Tuskegee Institute he 
is a business man in every sense of the 
word, since the Institute contains in addi­
tion to class rooms, an electric plant, an 
ice plant, a printing press, a shoe factory, 
a dairy, an orchard, a farm, a brick yard 
and a bank not, to mention smaller indus­
tries all of which are under his supervision. 
The School was organized for profit­
profit financially to make School and stu­
dent self-supporting, and profit morally to 

develop from crude material worth while, 
desirable citizens. 

Any suggestions Mr. Owen has to make 
to increase the usefulness of the League 
should be made to the League. 

LILLIAN M. HENRY 
Hatfield, Pa., July 25, 1927. 

Raising Editorial Standards 
Dear Mr. Schuyler: 

I want to say that your efforts are doing 
much to raise the standards of editorial 
writing in the Negro press. Before the 
feature was started many of the race papers 
appeared to be paying very little, if any at­
tention to their editorial columns. I have 
noticed that they have been stimulated to 
greater effort. 

With best wishes, I am 
Yours very truly, 
P. B. YouNG, Editor, 
Norfolk Journal and Guide. 

Norfolk, Va., June 8, 1927. 

Unionization Only Hope 
Dear Mr. Randolph: 

Having read your letter of the 9th, I 
deem it my duty to answer. My motive for 
doing so is to express my wholehearted ap­
preciation for some of the fine thing!-> you 
have accomplished in behalf of your race. 

I am a constant reader of the Pittsburgh 
Courier; which I am very proud to say, 
'nuf sed. The Courier and your wonderful 
publication, have no equal. The Courier 
and MESSENGER are advocating a just cause, 
-Unionization. Unionization is the only 
means by which we, as a race, will over­
come the many obstacles that hincler us on 
our road to real progress. We need power. 
And to unite is to have power. 

Power to the Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters. Long may' it stand as one of 
your numerous successful achievements. 

Yours truly, 
ARTHUR MINGO. 

Jackson, Mich. 

Liked Owen's Article 
To the Editor: 

I have been reading THE MEssENGER for 
l!- long while and have read many interesting 
articles in it. But to my mind, by far, the 
most interesting article that has appeared in 
this wonderful magazine in many months is 
that masterful article by Mr. Chandler 
Owen, "Toy Business Men." Would to 
God that every Negro could read it, 
whether. he be business man or loafer. 
More power to Mr. Owens and THE 
MESSENGER. 

Yours truly, 
July 23rd, 1927. 
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N. SALES 

Worth the Money 
Gentlemen: 

Passing Tremont and Camden Streets 
this morning and seeing The Messenger in 
the window I decided to look it over. Was 
a little surprise and chagrined, however, to 
receive only five cents in change out of a 
quarter. 

Having partly read it, I conclude it i'i 
worth the money, so please find check for 
$1.75 for which kindly list me as a sub­
scriber. 

Very truly yours, 
B. C. JACKSON 

Boston, Mass, July 7, 1927. 

Proud of Us 
July 24, 1927. 

My dear Mr. Schuyler: 
I am very proud of you all as young men. 

You are able to rise above rut-thinking. 
That, I find, is holding back the race so much 
just now. It seems that whites educating 
so many of our leaders has done us this 
injury, that they are unable to see NEW 
truth. That they: are unable to advance be­
yond anything but what a white man may 
point out. 

On these points I have always been a 
REBEL. I never did believe in this so-called 
white civilization. 

You have a wonderful part to play in 
turning the ex-ray on SHAMS. Your article 
on the BUSINESS LEAGUE was so needed. 
I have looked on in astonishment for years 
at our LEADERS (?) toying at the mere 
shell of vital problems and needs. Continue 
to take off their coats and God will bless you. 
Fight the hypocrisy in the church but do 
not decry the God that they dishonor and 
crucify afresh. 

Sincerely, 
DRUSILLA DUNJEE HousToN. 

July 24, 1927, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Dear Mr. Owen : 
I have carefully read the article "Toy 

Business Men," in the August edition of the 
MESSENGER. You discussed just what I 
have observed. The National Negro Busi­
ness League met in Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1925 
and accomplished nothing. 

I hope you will continue writing these 
articles until the Business League begins to 
function as a business organization instead 
of a social gathering. 

Yours very truly, 
w. H. COOPER, 

District Manager, 
Century Life Insurance Co. 

Tusla, Oklahoma, July 27, 1927. 

Everybody Liked Them 
My dear Mr. Schuyler: 

May I thank both you and THE MEs­
SENGER for your kindness in reproducing 
my studies? 

Yours sincerely, 
James L. Allen. 

New York City, June 29th, 1927. · 



Battling Siki 
(Continued from page 276) 

sociates largely among white people. They 
were white people of the type who are con­
tent to eke out an uncertain existence by 
following in the wake of the boxing world 
-fattening on the proverbial generosity of 
those who are strong in muscle but weak 
in brains. And it was these associates 
whom Siki sought and found in the dim 
haunts under the elevated tracks in New 
York. 

Even here he found the color line and 
here his resentment broke out in flaming 
wrath. In these byways he fought his 
greatest battles. They were without the 
benefit of referee or Marquis of Queens­
bury rules. They were fierce and primitive 
and unrecorded. And to his credit let it 
be said, that though he came of a race 
famous for its deadly use of the knife 
(the Senegalese), he never resorted to the 
use of any weapon save his clenched fists. 
Of his opponents we cannot say as much. 
They brought into play civilization's wea­
pons of street warfare, brass knuckles, the 
blackpack, the automatic pistol and the 
knife. He seldom emerged unscathed. 
Twice he was sent to the hospitals suffer­
ing from serious knife wounds. But his 
spirit was unbroken. He always returned 
to th~ seen~ of battle and challenged his 
enemtes agam. 

Siki's greatest weakness was his love of 
liquor. Indeed many of the capers of 
which he was accused and which are cited 
as evidences of his total inability to absorb 
c!vilization, were merely the grotesque an­
ttcs of a man who had looked too long on 
Prohibition Gin. It is doubtful if Siki ever 
knew the meaning of the word Prohibition. 
The only obstacle to his acquisition of 
liquor was an empty purse. 

Of his total lack of morality much has 
been said. Siki had the morals of his as­
sociates. His moral standards were the re­
sult of his environment. The water front 
of Bordeaux is not conducive to the devel­
opment of the Puritanic code. Siki was no 
exception to the rule. 

A simple black boy. A waif on the docks 
of a great sea-port, suddenly elevated from 
the pallet of poverty to the lap of riches. 
G~~e;ou?, misguided, misunderstood youth ! 
Ctvtltzatton. had not dealt kindly with him. 
From the tdol of the boulevards of Paris 
to a nonenity on the streets of New York. 
Ther~ ~~ r:ceived. his final impression of 
the ctvthzatwn whtch lured him from his 
native Senegal. 

On a cold, bleak winter night as he 
walked home, an assassin, hidden in the 
sh~dows cast by the pillars of the elevated 
ratlroad, leaped out and emptied the con­
tents ?f an automatic pistol into his back. 
A pohceman patrolling his beat in the early 
hours of the morning found him where he 
had fallen, in the gutter, his face kissing 
the sod; 

Business and Industry 
(Continued from page 281) 

one-half per cent dividend covering the 
first yearly period, January 1st to June 30th 
1926. The company has assets of $350 000' 
and has paid back to stockholders and de~ 
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positors in interest and dividends a sum of 
$49,738.14. 

On July 25th the Colored Players Film 
Corporation opened a School of Motion 
Picture Acting, of which Alonzo Jackson is 
principal. It is located at 5813 Woodland 
Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Edward B. Ward, who was recently ap­
pointed head bookkeeper at the Chelsea Ex­
change Bank, !35th Street and Seventh Ave­
nue, New York, N.Y., was forced to resign 
because the white clerks would not co­
operate with him. He has returned to his 
former position as head bookkeeper at the 
Public National Bank where he was pre-

viously employed for nine years. Another 
victory for lib~ralism in Gotham! 

Victor Oaude Smith has been granted a 
fellowship as research engineer in the de­
partment of chemical engineering at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Negroes in Macon, Georgia, have opened 
a new motion picture theatre. 

The Silver Grill, a popular eating es­
tablishment in Spokane, Wash., has re­
placed its Negro waiters with white 
waitresses. 

The Richmond (Va.) Beneficial Life In­
surance Company. recently made a very suc­
cessful local drive for new business. It is 

The NORTH CAROLINA 
COLLEGE for NEGROES 

Formerly the Durham State Normal School 

OFFERS THE FOLLOWING COURSES 

I. THE LIBERAL ARTS COURSE 
Leading to the A. B. Degree and offering sufficient work in Secondary 
Education to enable students to secure High School Teachers' Cer­
tificates, Class A, and High School Principals' Certificates at the com­
pletion of the course. 

2. THE SCIENTIFIC COURSE 
Leading to the B. S. Degree. 

3. THE PRE-MEDICAL COURSE 
A two-year pre-medical course preparing students for entrance into 
medical colleges will be given. 

4. SPECIAL COURSES IN COMMERCE AND MUSIC 

Th.e faculty consists of men and women from the best colleges and universities 
in the country and meets the requirements of the North Carolina College Con­
ference. 

FOR CATALOG AND FURTHER INFORMATION ADDRESS 

THE NORTH CAROLINA COLLEGE FOR NEGROES 
James E. Shepard, President Durham, N. C. 
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in its 33rd year, has paid policyholders 
$230,000, carries insurance amounting to 
$3,500,000, and has a net surplus of $2-HI,-
000. 

Rufus A. Atkins has been appointed Fore­
man in the United States Post Office in 
New York City. 

The Negro Business League of ~ew 
Orleans has completed a fifteen-day me.n­
bership drive with 235 Negro busines;, men 
and women members. Joseph P. Geddes 
was recently elected President. 

The Railway Protective Association, on·~ 
of the oldest and wealthiest organizations 
in the state of Tennessee, recently dedicated 
a new two-s:ory brick building as hea:l­
quarters. 

The Tampa Negro Business League re­
cently staged a great membership drive, the 
response to which is said to have been 
gratifying. 

A Negro named Morgan, a former cook 
on the dining cars and a native of Kansas 
City, Mo., owns a prosperous cafe in Paris, 
France, where he serves strictly Southern 
cooking to American tourists and expatri­
ates. In addition to the restaurant, he has 
a bar with three pretty French barmaids in 
constant attendance. 

Richard L. Jones, for the past five years 
connected with the Chicago Defender, has 
become manager of the Chicago Bee, An­
thony Overton's paper. 

In three months time a Negro union of 
longshoremen in Newark, N. J., has attained 
a membership of 1500. In organization 
there is strength and protection. 

Walter W. Payne, a Kansas City Coal 
Dealer who started peddling coal from a 

THE .MESSENGER 

hasket 13 years ago, now owns a coal yard 
and several pieces of residence property. 
He recently paid $18,000 for a lot in the 
business section of Kansas City, upon which 
he will erect a two-story fire proof building 
at a cost of $50,000. He is located at 192i 
Highland Avenue. 

The wages of Negro firemen, hostlers 
and helpers on the railroads was increased 
by one million dollars by the recent decision 
of the United States Board of Mediation. 
The Pullman Porters will be nc.rt! 

A. A. Alexander, a Des Moines cng:n'!er, 
has just completed the erection of a $2,500,-
000 central heating plant for the University 
of Iowa. 

W. S. Scales, Pres'dent of the Forsythe 
Bank and Trust Company, Winston-Salem, 
N.C., has given Kittrell College $5,000 on 
endowment. 

Respected in Life ; Honored 
in Death 

BRO. HENRY McKNIGHT 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters extends its sympathy 
to the loved ones he left behind. 
He was a loyal member in good 
standing; one of the courageous 
type that has done so much pio­
neering for the working class of all 
colors, creeds and nationalities. 

Morristown Normal 

and Industrial 

College 

rrA School of Character" 

Co-Educational. Fully Accredited 
High School, Normal and Junior 
College. Strong Faculty. Mod­
ern Equipped Dormitories, Ad­
ministration Building and New 
Gymnasium. Large Athletic 
Field. Manual Training. Domes­
tic Arts, Vocal, Violin and Instru­
mental Music. Teacher Training, 
State Certificates and Placement 
Bureau. Expenses Moderate. 
Ideally Located. Fall Term be­
gins Sept. 20th, 1927. Send for 
Catalog. 

JUDSON S. HILL, D.O. 
President 

Morristown Tennessee 

HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Founded by GENERAL 0. 0. HOWARD 

MORDECAI W. JOHNSON, S.T.D., D.D. EMMETT J. SCOTT, A.M., LL.D. 
Preaident Secretary-Treaaurer 

PURPOSE 
To provide the Twelve MiJlion Colored people of the United States with College-trained and 
Professional leaders through its courses in the Arts, the Sciences, in Education, Commerce 
and Finance, Public Health and Hygiene, Music, Engineering, Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, 

Religion and Law 

Students may enter for Collegiate Work at the beginning of any quarter· 

REGISTRATION 
Spring Quarter ........................ March 19, 1927 
Summer Quarter ................. June 20, 21, 22, 1927 
Autumn Quarter ................. Sept. 26, 27, 28, 1927 
Winter Quarter .................... January 3, 4, 1928 

For Catalogue and Information Write 

F. D. WILKINSON, Registrar Howard University, Washington, D. C. 
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WHY 
NEGRO 

BUSINESS? 
H ECACSE NO l{ i~CE 

('AN BECOME 
INDEPENDENT AND 

RESPECTED EXCEPT 
THROUGH. THE 

MAKJNG AND SAVINC 
.AND WISE USE OF 

MONEY 

THE 1\llESSEl\GEl\. 

WHAT 
IT 

DOES 
M .'-\~ES 

MONEY 
AND 

SA.\ ES 
MONE-Y 

JN THE RACE 
AND 

FOR T H E RACE 

WHOM 
IT 

EMPLOYS 
\J'EGRO :YIEN ~\ND 

\\OMEN \ND THEIR 
SONS AND 

l )A CGHTERS- THUS 
~1AKING EMPJ.,OY­

MEN'T' FOR ITS 0\VN­
V\ HICH IS QUITE 

RIGHT AND P ROPER 

--------- ------- ----- ------------ - ----------

What Company Will You Join? 

North Carolina 
Mutual Life Insurance 

Company 
DURHAM NORTH CAROLINA 

$45,817,65 7.00 Insurance in force. 
3,190,536.02 Admitted assets. 
2,967,122.00 Being a reinsurance or 

reserve fund to rna ture 
all policies. 

1, 727,580.60 Invested in mortgages 
and policy loans. 

Twenty-eight years successful experience 

rr 'J'h e C ompany U/ ith A S oul and A Se r7., /cl''' 

STRONGEST LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
IN THE WORLD MANAGED BY NEGROES NORTH CAROLINA MUTUAL BUILDING 

DURHAM, N.C. 

THE COMPANY YOU SHOULD JOIN . 
I 1---

- _j 
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