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Fatal Exploses o

Santa Fe

Dedoto, Kan,, Pan. 18.—Tho loco-
motive drawing east bound Santa Fe
freight train No. 36 exploded on a
bridge near here this morning. The
bridge was demolished and the engine
and fourteen freight cars went into
the ecreck. . W, Bartell, engineer; W,
W. Dorteh, fiireman, and H. E. Shaw,
brakeman, all of Argentine, Kas.,, were
killed, their bodies being burried under
the wreckage.’’

Considering the lasge number of
appalling railroad wrecks reported by
the newspapers, the foregoing will be
considered insignificant by the publie.
Instead of being insignificant it is a
matter that deserves close attention.
There have been more wrecks caused
by boiler explosions on the Santa Fe
road in the past three years than on
all the railroads of the country com-
bined during the same time,

The reason of this is owing to the
Banta Fe locking out the machinists
in its employ some three years ago
because they would mot submit to the
machine and boiler shops being turned
into a section of Dante’s Infernio—

through the introdiection of the piece’

work system,

The strike or rather lockout is as
vigorous to-day as it was when it com-
menced three years ago. The company
has been able to get some seabs, most-
ly all incompetent machinists and has
been able to move its trains through
getting new locomotives built in the
factory, and when the new engines get
run down so bad that the seabs ean
no longer repair them, they are put
aside to wait until the debate between
the Banta Fe and the union has been
decided,

It is said that nearly 1500 engines
are lying on the side tracks waiting
to be repaired.

When the company gets hard pineh-
ed for engines a committee of the
bosses hies to the bone vards—the side
track where the dead engines are—
looks over the engines, picks out one
of the erippled ones and tries to get
an engineer and fireman to take a few
more trips out of it.

The result of this is, boiler explo-
sions, engines jumping the track, leak-
ing steam so bad that the erew can
not see the signals thereby causing
head end collisions. Tt is safe to say
that ninety per cent of the wreeks on
the Santa Fe during the past three
years have been the result of using
erippled locomotives,

With all the investigations on rail-
road aecidents and ear shortage by the
federal and state governments and in-
ter-state  commission, legislation on
hours of labor of trainmen, safety ap-
pliances, block signals, if the attention
were turned to the grievance of the
machinists’ and boiler-makers' union
on the Banta Fe and Orand Trunk
railroads, the cause of nearly all the
trouble they are seeking to remedy,
would be found. But then the remedy
might reduce the dividends of the cor-
porations and strengthen the unions,
s0 no relief ean be expected from that

source as long as corporations own the |

lawmaking powers,
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owawe So0cialism by
Joe Dixon

The event of the past week was the
election of Joseph Dixon of Missoula
to the United States Senate as the
A. Clark of putrid
smelling repute, and the ecolleague of
Carter, the senior senator.

sion showed how easy it is to do things
if you just let one big concern like
the Amalgamated run it all. Dixon
was elected on the first ballot in each
house. The mnext day the joint as-
sembly confirmed the election. Mantle
wag never even mentioned. It was a
triumph of the young, new and scien-
tific trust method over the old eorrupt,
c¢lumsy politics. In other words it
was complete defeat of the Carter ma.
chine, and a trinmph for the new
|Ron|evelt way of doing things. Dixon

{has openly been heralded as Roose-
|velt ceandidate, and in his speech of
|acceptancd (aldeady prepared) he
4pnetlenllv outlined the Roosevelt pol-
'iey. The speéech sounded good to
those who still think this government
is run by all the people, and not by
simply the large capitalist class. He
said the cure for the evils of demoe-
racy was more demoeracy,

Dixon without deubt outlined the
Rooseveltian poliey, speaking as one
near the throne. Dwelling on the
forest reserve question he advo-
eated the holding of public lands
by the government withdrawing
them from the entry to homestead-
ers, renting them out to leasers, and
with the revenue thus obtained put.
ting through great projects like the
making of huge irrgation canals. Mr.
Dixon said the reserve lands of Mon-
tana alone would bring a revenue of
$2,000,000. This is a radical new de-
parture in government policy, It
marks the passing of orthodox repub-
licanism and the advent of the new,
And this new republicanism is prae-
tieally the Henry George theory, liber-
alism, Bismarckisin, wfate socialism
coming up to quiet the revolutionary
demands of the workers.

Roosevelt's hysterical attack on the
‘agitators’’ in his message has warned
us what to expeet. The discontent of
the workers is to be quieted with the
soothing syrup of state socialism, That
is the dear good ecapitalists are going
to give us evervthing nice except get
off our backs,

This is the first popular exposure
of the way the wind is blowing. Lib-
eral legislation will now be the order
of the day. But it is the iron band
in the wvelvet glove, the eclaw in the
velvet paw,

successor of W,

The occa-

I. L. Fitta, national organizer, was
assaulted in the post office at Fair-
W. Va., by J. A, Watson, who
claimed to be a deputy sheriff. Watson
also followed Comrade Fitts into the
street and again punched and kicked
him and ordered him to leave the town.
Later the mayor informed Comrade
Fitts ““That it was dangerous for him
to stay in the town in view of the in-
tense feeling.”’ A lawver said, ““We
(would have a hard time to prove any
ifhilur. few ecared, if thev dared, to
give testimony. The courts are owned
Jnl' controlled by the Coal Co,'’

mont,,

" COAL SITUATION STRENUOUS

The coal situation in recent years is
doing much toward working out the
principles of ecollective ownership of
the means of production and distribu-
tion. Coal is essentinlly a necessity.
All of it that is produced in the United
States is owned by corporations and
individual operators—a very small per-
centage of it by the latter. Theoreti-
eally, lawfully—as the laws go—the
mines, the coal lands, the machinery
for production, the transportation fa-
eilities for distributing the produet, all
are matters of private ownership; and
the produet itself—that is so es-
sential to sustaining life in the north
temperate zone, is owned by trusts and
ecombinations to do with as they will,
The law assumes or pretends to assume
one is a free agent and does not have
to buy this commodity from the trusts.
Of course, one does not have to buy
conl, he ean freeze to death, he can see
his babies shiver and freeze. In theory
he does not have to buy, in nactual
practiee he i a veritable slave, for
the reason that he has to dance to the
musie of the trust to get the thing that
is necessary to sustain life,

Either the trusts (or other private
owners) own the coal, or they do not
own it. If they own it, then it is
theirs to do with as they please; if
they eannot do with it as they please,
then they do not ewn it absoutely—
their ownership is nominal, is eondi-
tionnl—in faet it exists only in the
toleration of the peeple.

Almost daily one reads of ‘“moba’’

of citizens holding up and taking pos-
scssion of coal trains, and by actual
foree of numberg taking away from the
legal owners thereof whole trainloads
of eoal. As our laws stand, is not that
virulent anarchy? Tt is absolutely as
lawless as the holding up of the ex-
press safe. Yet who will dare attempt
to punish anarchy im that form, The
writer assuredly justifies such action,
and wishes merely to show the absurd-
ity and inconsistency of maintaining
lnws that of necessity are swept aside,
by all, in periods of stress. Such laws
and eannot be binding, It
they were, then the lives of the multi-
tude are at the disposal of the trust
managers, Buch laws are binding only
when the people submit to them, and
the people do submit sufficiently to per-
mit the winning of exorbitant profits
by the nominal owners, It should be
clear even to the unthinking that there
ean be no ownership of anything what-
even in a real republic save by the eon-
sent of the ecitizens. But, in this re-
public our laws heretofore have been
made muech oftener by the judieiary
than by the people.

Adverting again to the coal question,
the needs of the people this rigoruos
winter have subjected them to gross
and unjust charges for this nocessity,
In many cases the prices have been
cold-bloodedly advanced for no other
renson than that the people have had
to have conl and have had to pay the
prices asked mno matter how exorbi-
toat. This brings us face to face with

New Slave Bill

ers Hypocriticall

Rejoice, ye railroaders, rejeice, for|
the hour of your emancipation has
The assembly ofE
Montann is about to ereate a law lim-

come! legislative

iting your work day to sixteen hours
and fine the boss $100,00 or put himi
in jail thirty days if he works you
longer.

H. J. Miller, the lawyer who de-
fended the Livingston concrete com-|
pany in the courts for violating eight
hour law, has introduced bill No. 58!
entitled ‘“An aet to regulate the hours
of labor of locomotive engineers, fire-
nten, econductors, trainmen, uporntorl
uml agents acting as operators, and
to provide a penalty for the violation |
thereof.’’ i

The bill makes the legal workday |
of trainmen and telegraph operators
sivteen consecutive hours in any twen-|’
ty-four hours. |

The greatest farce attached to the
bill is that it legalizes the sixteen |
hour day of labor for telegraph oper- |
ators, when at present they work omly |
twelve hours.

For years the telegraphers’ union |
has tried to secure the eight hour day |
on the railroads that pmss through'
Montana but failed to do so, During |
the summer of 1905 the operators on
the G, N. and N, P. milway went on
strike and one of their demands was
an eight-hour day.

For years the operators have fought
and struggled for eight hours for work,
cight hours for sleep and eight hours
to play, but the eorporation legisla- !
ture of Montana considers h-legraph-l
ers work only play and vote to make
it sixteen hours for work and eight
hourg to sleep, just reversing what the
operators  have tried for vears to
secare,

The bill also extends the principles!
of benevolent feudalism to the train-
men, in as mueh they are have
vight hours’ rest after working sixteen
hours, so that they will be able to|
work other sixteen hours, This is one
of the reactionary features of the hill,
At present train ecrews can eall for
six, eight or ten hours rest when they
reach the end of the division regardless
of the number of hours they have|
worked, and it requires no bills intro-|
duced by lawyers to secure this rest!

to

for them. How the trains erew will |
for after the bill becomes a law i= a |
conundrum to any. It takes a way |

freight train from twenty to twenty |
nine hours to travel a division of « |
hundred and twenty five miles in \lu m- |
of traffie and the lack of side tracks
it is impossible to shorten the ti.nw.]
and such conditions will remain
for vears to come. Such being 'hnll
| ease, we suppose that after a train has
been on the road sixteen hours it will
pull into a side track, all hands repair
to the eaboose or an empty box car
and take a nap until the eight hours
are up or hunt a farm house for some
thing to eat. When the eight hours’
rest is up, the erew will take the
train to its destination or until sixteen
hours more have past, then locate an-
other side track for another
hours” nap.

Any good features that might have
been in the bill would be annulled by
a provision which prevents the train
erew from tying up any passenger or
mail train between terminals. This
clanse easily keeps the railroads from
violating the law, as any train tied up
on n side track ean be construed as
meaning tying up a passenger, by
keeping another freight from entering
the side track to allow the passenger
to pass. 8o boys, your nap in the ca-
boose or empty box ear on a side track
will be an iredescent deram.

On Monday afternoon the bill was
undpr  considerdfion. Whitepidd of
Flathead county moved an amendment
making the railroads liable for dam-
ages for accidents to employees who
work over sixteen hours. Miller of
Park objected to this, asking why was
it that they wanted to amend now,

80 |

evight

the faet, the faet that is incontrovert-
ible, namely, that the consumer would
have to pay any price that may be
asked, no matter how high. When
they raise the price of coal fifty cents
a ton, it is only through forbearanee
that they do not raise it fifty or n
dollar fifty more. There is nothing
to provent but mob law, We must
have conl to live, the eoal available in
owned by a fow, we are at the merey

| country were read in the U,

tann, and owing to the large volume ‘“

| more

Sixteen-ﬂour Bondage For Railroad-

y Advocated by

Corporation Flunkeys

when everything was agreed on in
committee,

of Park
““Miller says he objects but he does

Swindlehurst county said,

not tell us his objections.’’

Miller remains mum. Ross of Mis-
soula, a dereliet fireman and old party
office hunter, hurried to Miller’s assist-
ance saying that Whiteside's amend-|
ment would make the bill uneonstitu-
tional,

So it would if it were to insure the
railrondmen getting damnges for in-
jury received. Railroaders are not
supposed to ecome back at the corpora-
[tions for injury received. Whiteside
claimed his amendment wys econsid-
ered by the best legal talent in Mon-
tana and he was advised that it would
be alright to put in the bill. The
amendment was lost,

Whiteside went to the bat again
| with another amendment. He wanted
the express messenger included in the
bill,

Miller took the earpet again in
favor of his pet measure, stating that
he had studied and thought on this
question for two years and that he
speaks for railroad men, that it was
exnetly like the La Follette bill which

railrond men wanted and petitioned
for. Miller here stated
falschood when he said railroad men
| wanted the La Follette bill. The
grm»lnnal records show that petitions
[ from railroad brotherhoods all over the

an absolute

prrotesting against the La F ollette
and asking that it be not passed,
Whiteside insisted that the express

men should be protected as well as
the rest,

bill

as they were human.

Ross jumped to Miller's assistance
stating that the bill was not for the
benefit of railroad men but for the pro-
tection of the travelling publie, to pre-

vent wreeks., Turning to
he yells, “*Express men
trains; why didn't you the
mail elerks, or go to the back shop
and put the machivists in the bill?"

This shows what sort of an ignora-
mus Ross He is

Whiteside
do not

inelude

run

is, not aware that

{ mail elerks® legal heurs for the week

are

a long way from

being one hun-
dred and twelve hours the same ns
they want legalize for the train
Crows, athempt to legalize. One
hundred and twelve hours per week for
machinists would mean

or

a general tie
up of every machive or back shop.
The Whiteside amendment was lost
and the Miller bill went through with
whoop,
During the debate on the measure
Miller stated that drew the bhill
up, but it is rather strange that a sim-
ilar bill was introduced in the senate
than two weeks

he

ago; more over,
it was stated around the lobbies of the
hotels that Wm, Wallace, the Northern
Pacifie had drafted a bill to
the sixteen-hour day

that
What railway

,'lllnrru-_\'.
legalize
Miller also said
devised the bill,
Superintendents, managers or
what? One thing is sure, no reselu-
tions were shown coming from the rali-
way brotherhoods, no committees were
representing
or committee

railway men
meny

general

them, no communication
sent by any tele.
graphers’ gunion in Montana asking
that their work day be legally in-
creased four houps per day. Whep
the representatives were asked what
railroad men said it was what rail
roaders wanted, they said Berry,

Berry is a passenger conduetor rum
ning out of Helepa is generally
recognised as a  porfessional
of the Northern Pacifie in suits against
that eorporation.

He is hated by railroad men in gen-
eral, and some of them suspect him
of being a company man, in other
words, a spotter.

This is the man that is quoted as
saying the bill is what the railroader
wants. The bill is undoubtedly a cor-
poration measure, gotten up to fore.
stall the shorter work hours for rail
way employces,

were

and

L e b e e e e e e e e e hhsthtieshehshestbeheribtieieribeheheriheriss kool

of those fow. Can any law be devised

to regulate the price of this commo-
dity? TIf such a law ecan be devised,
then it would be a fprm of what is
termed eonfisention.

When we attempt to confiseate, then
we had infinitely better go the whole
way and take back for the people, for
the use of all the people, that that
NATURE placed on EARTH for the
use of the Song of Men.—George Burke

cfon- |
| bines, therefore

| Resolved by the Retail Merchants'
8. mrmh‘l.\mlnri{ﬂitln of the

Helena Merchants
Turn it Down

b P
in-
the Retail Merchants’

convened

The

troduced before

following re t|u]||l:|mn were
that

last week. They were

Association in Helena
turned down un-
ceremonionsly and nota paper in the
state would print them. The merchants
are terribly alarmed over the big rates
that the railroad trust is able to force

upon them, but when it comes to a
measure thnt would benefit all the
people they are as deaf to it as the
big trusts are to their small interests:

‘“Whereas: The transportation ques-
tion is acknowledged to be the most

important problem before the country,

|and,

Whereas: Government regulation of
transportation rates has proved to be
a failure in dictating to privately
owned railway companies, while indi-
vidual property is protected by the
constitution of the United States, and,

Whereas: All countries that
tried to regulate transportation rates
by law have failed in making satis-
factory regulations to the
interests of the
eral publie,

Whereas:

have

commerecial
country and the gen-
Government  regulation
will prove to be an instrument of fur-
ther granting to the already gigantic
trusts and combines at the expense of
the publie through jexorbitant
charged and the granting of passes to

those who stand as favorites to the
trusts of the ecountry, and,

Whereas: We believe that rate re-
gulation is unjust without ownership
by the government, and,

Wherens: We are opposed to the
trusts, railrond corporations or com-

be it

state of Montann
fuembled that it is
the sense of this convention that our

in convention
Representative in Congress should be
urged to assist in the passage of a bill
favoring the public ownership of the
railroads of the country,
ther
Resolved:
the
respeetfully

and be it fur-

That

of the
point

and

I‘f
we

as an evidence

feasibility ownership,
the

operation

suecessful
railways
Germany,
New Zealand,
and several

ownershi P
ll}’ the
Austria,
Mex ien,
countries
Resolved:

of
following ecountries:
[|witzerland,
Japan, Ttaly other
Further that this question

should be submitted to the people of

the United States for their approval or | o

sieetion.
Adopted,
Respectfully

| o}

submitted,
P. 8. SANDEN.
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Mmers Tnal Again
Put Off

More weary months must the West-

ern Federation officials remain in their
prison cells, The trial is again pas
off —this time gill March European

working men express astonishment a
such enuseless, useless, and unjust des
They ask us if there is no law
to prevent sueh despotice injustice. The
answer is, ‘'‘There It all lies
in the power of the courts.'’

But does not the
mand that all aceused
have a speedy trial?’’
officials—the

lay.
18 none,

constitution de-
persons shall
““Yes, but our
adjutant-general-says ‘fo

hell with the constitution’—the ecom-
gressman ‘to hell with the law.’’?
““Then in the free and demoeratic re-

publie there is no possible way by

which men accused may have a speedy

trial?’’ ““There is no power behind
the eourt. It can delay as it likes.’?

And the Bwiss working man, the
English working man, the German
working man tell of their eoun-
tries across the sea where the
courts are obliged to  bring ae-
cused men to trinl without de-
lny, Yet, here in America men
are legally seized wupon a labor
controversy, and although with attos-
neys at hand and evervthing in readi-
ness they have demanded immediate

trial, they have lain in prison cells for
Innocent mem
tify represent
resistance of labor
and bra-
personnl rights,
zed at wan-
ten violation of her historieal rights,
from the

upwards of two years.
pemecited  beeauss

the and
against outrageo
tal

Ameriea stands ama

protest
I8 oppression
infringement of
such
and the working men mon-
other countries
seemingly inex-
But the situa-

conditions of gov-

archieal institutions of
do not understand the
plieable econtradiction

tion is this: The

ernment oppression and tyvranny have
never before come to an issue against
the working class in America. Fven
in the Debs ease the government made
only a fearful experimental attempt
to use its arm in the game against
labor. The traditions lof freedom,

fairness, and equal opportunity to all
||_'|.Qm" have not been \illlllt(‘.{l
by government The

tradition

u-i---'\'_\'
laws, and courts

class struggle was veiled by

and opportunity. Put the inevitable
clash of interests has come, and the
capitalist ches stands clothed with
authority and the ultimate powers of
| jurisdietion., Tn Europe the working
¢lnss has been on the conscions fight-
ing line. Slowly they have wruang con-
ssions of protection from the ru.’ing
cluss, by united efforts and consolidat-
o demands that have made sovereigns
juake, surrounded by their parlia-
ments. That encroachment upon the
prerogative of power has got to be
ommenced by the American working
clnss, They will be bound hand and
foot if they do not awaken and give
resistanee. Liberal institutions are
nothing. It is t struggle for the
delights of the surplus Arouse, ve
wlaves
Fhe Wiseonsin party has set its goal
for 3,000 membs rs outside of ‘1”\\.‘!“'
kee before the presidential eleetion of
1608,
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NOTES ON MONTANA LEGISLATURE

The word has gome forth that this
is wholly a party legislature. The re
publicans vote solid as a party, Noth

ing can be expected to go through on |
mere merit,

Rumor has it that any
show in the Amalgamted Tenth except
what is favorable to the company., In-
side

nothing has

expect nothing.

yvour handi-work, and be proud of it.

witness |

Eggleston, populist-demoerat, single
taxer-reformer, gave the star spiel at

the Dixon banquet. Verily, Bryan

right when he says, ‘‘we’re all getting |

together.’”” Working men, how
of yon were at the Dixon banquet at
the Grandon?

Judge Henry is hovering around the
legislature fixing up his fences for an-
othar term. It is said he wants his
judieinl distriet fixed up for fear he
won't be eclected.

Hughey Miller is working overtime
to make himself conspicuous and let
‘em know he's there. He is Johnny-
on-the-spot on every possible occasion;
bobs up and reads off motions already
Iiﬂ‘lll'l.l'!‘ll. prances around on floor eom-
mittees, and loses no opportunity to
prove that he can be as valuable a
flunky to the capitalist class as when
he was defending the violation of the
cight-hour law in Livingeton. It is

information states that labor m*ml:
Working men, behold

many |

satd he is plaving the game for next

Ngressmian,

Dixon said in his aece
that it had bed his

|I|r- to private life and earm a com-

jtance !tpr('n'h

n intention to re

.]u-'»-m_\' for a large and rapidly in

(ereasing family, He need waste no re-
grets on that score over broken vows,
The U, 8, Senate

is a ¢lub of million-

aires, with few exeeptions; and Dixon
will probably not be allowed to feel
lonesome by the time his term is out,
ng the competency will in all likelihood
inerease there us fast ns the family

| The \‘h!'!:\\l'ﬂ'l'rll |u,;ru\r!rl|-|1l “com-
I pany of Red Lodge, Montann, successor
to the Ros k‘\ Fork Coal company, puts
the price of lump coal for the new
year at $2.75 per net ton at the mine,

or £3.25 delivered Fhe
cents o ton for mining this,

53
No won

minces get

der there in 8o much sulfering, poverty
To
an unprejudiced observer it wonld look
like

! stance

and misery among the coanl miners,
of Tunaties that this sub-
valunhle hent life

relentlessly  cornered by

n system
LI
Il.'

to make such misery

to vl

should (T
n fow for those

who work and those who use

Do yon think that a
in the population will be
as a worker? If wmo,
|go back east where
| large population?

Inrge inerense
Lf"'”l for vo
don 't
there is already a

Western

why You

Clarion.
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Fatal Exploses o

Santa Fe

Dedoto, Kan,, Pan. 18.—Tho loco-
motive drawing east bound Santa Fe
freight train No. 36 exploded on a
bridge near here this morning. The
bridge was demolished and the engine
and fourteen freight cars went into
the ecreck. . W, Bartell, engineer; W,
W. Dorteh, fiireman, and H. E. Shaw,
brakeman, all of Argentine, Kas.,, were
killed, their bodies being burried under
the wreckage.’’

Considering the lasge number of
appalling railroad wrecks reported by
the newspapers, the foregoing will be
considered insignificant by the publie.
Instead of being insignificant it is a
matter that deserves close attention.
There have been more wrecks caused
by boiler explosions on the Santa Fe
road in the past three years than on
all the railroads of the country com-
bined during the same time,

The reason of this is owing to the
Banta Fe locking out the machinists
in its employ some three years ago
because they would mot submit to the
machine and boiler shops being turned
into a section of Dante’s Infernio—

through the introdiection of the piece’

work system,

The strike or rather lockout is as
vigorous to-day as it was when it com-
menced three years ago. The company
has been able to get some seabs, most-
ly all incompetent machinists and has
been able to move its trains through
getting new locomotives built in the
factory, and when the new engines get
run down so bad that the seabs ean
no longer repair them, they are put
aside to wait until the debate between
the Banta Fe and the union has been
decided,

It is said that nearly 1500 engines
are lying on the side tracks waiting
to be repaired.

When the company gets hard pineh-
ed for engines a committee of the
bosses hies to the bone vards—the side
track where the dead engines are—
looks over the engines, picks out one
of the erippled ones and tries to get
an engineer and fireman to take a few
more trips out of it.

The result of this is, boiler explo-
sions, engines jumping the track, leak-
ing steam so bad that the erew can
not see the signals thereby causing
head end collisions. Tt is safe to say
that ninety per cent of the wreeks on
the Santa Fe during the past three
years have been the result of using
erippled locomotives,

With all the investigations on rail-
road aecidents and ear shortage by the
federal and state governments and in-
ter-state  commission, legislation on
hours of labor of trainmen, safety ap-
pliances, block signals, if the attention
were turned to the grievance of the
machinists’ and boiler-makers' union
on the Banta Fe and Orand Trunk
railroads, the cause of nearly all the
trouble they are seeking to remedy,
would be found. But then the remedy
might reduce the dividends of the cor-
porations and strengthen the unions,
s0 no relief ean be expected from that

source as long as corporations own the |

lawmaking powers,
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owawe So0cialism by
Joe Dixon

The event of the past week was the
election of Joseph Dixon of Missoula
to the United States Senate as the
A. Clark of putrid
smelling repute, and the ecolleague of
Carter, the senior senator.

sion showed how easy it is to do things
if you just let one big concern like
the Amalgamated run it all. Dixon
was elected on the first ballot in each
house. The mnext day the joint as-
sembly confirmed the election. Mantle
wag never even mentioned. It was a
triumph of the young, new and scien-
tific trust method over the old eorrupt,
c¢lumsy politics. In other words it
was complete defeat of the Carter ma.
chine, and a trinmph for the new
|Ron|evelt way of doing things. Dixon

{has openly been heralded as Roose-
|velt ceandidate, and in his speech of
|acceptancd (aldeady prepared) he
4pnetlenllv outlined the Roosevelt pol-
'iey. The speéech sounded good to
those who still think this government
is run by all the people, and not by
simply the large capitalist class. He
said the cure for the evils of demoe-
racy was more demoeracy,

Dixon without deubt outlined the
Rooseveltian poliey, speaking as one
near the throne. Dwelling on the
forest reserve question he advo-
eated the holding of public lands
by the government withdrawing
them from the entry to homestead-
ers, renting them out to leasers, and
with the revenue thus obtained put.
ting through great projects like the
making of huge irrgation canals. Mr.
Dixon said the reserve lands of Mon-
tana alone would bring a revenue of
$2,000,000. This is a radical new de-
parture in government policy, It
marks the passing of orthodox repub-
licanism and the advent of the new,
And this new republicanism is prae-
tieally the Henry George theory, liber-
alism, Bismarckisin, wfate socialism
coming up to quiet the revolutionary
demands of the workers.

Roosevelt's hysterical attack on the
‘agitators’’ in his message has warned
us what to expeet. The discontent of
the workers is to be quieted with the
soothing syrup of state socialism, That
is the dear good ecapitalists are going
to give us evervthing nice except get
off our backs,

This is the first popular exposure
of the way the wind is blowing. Lib-
eral legislation will now be the order
of the day. But it is the iron band
in the wvelvet glove, the eclaw in the
velvet paw,

successor of W,

The occa-

I. L. Fitta, national organizer, was
assaulted in the post office at Fair-
W. Va., by J. A, Watson, who
claimed to be a deputy sheriff. Watson
also followed Comrade Fitts into the
street and again punched and kicked
him and ordered him to leave the town.
Later the mayor informed Comrade
Fitts ““That it was dangerous for him
to stay in the town in view of the in-
tense feeling.”’ A lawver said, ““We
(would have a hard time to prove any
ifhilur. few ecared, if thev dared, to
give testimony. The courts are owned
Jnl' controlled by the Coal Co,'’

mont,,

" COAL SITUATION STRENUOUS

The coal situation in recent years is
doing much toward working out the
principles of ecollective ownership of
the means of production and distribu-
tion. Coal is essentinlly a necessity.
All of it that is produced in the United
States is owned by corporations and
individual operators—a very small per-
centage of it by the latter. Theoreti-
eally, lawfully—as the laws go—the
mines, the coal lands, the machinery
for production, the transportation fa-
eilities for distributing the produet, all
are matters of private ownership; and
the produet itself—that is so es-
sential to sustaining life in the north
temperate zone, is owned by trusts and
ecombinations to do with as they will,
The law assumes or pretends to assume
one is a free agent and does not have
to buy this commodity from the trusts.
Of course, one does not have to buy
conl, he ean freeze to death, he can see
his babies shiver and freeze. In theory
he does not have to buy, in nactual
practiee he i a veritable slave, for
the reason that he has to dance to the
musie of the trust to get the thing that
is necessary to sustain life,

Either the trusts (or other private
owners) own the coal, or they do not
own it. If they own it, then it is
theirs to do with as they please; if
they eannot do with it as they please,
then they do not ewn it absoutely—
their ownership is nominal, is eondi-
tionnl—in faet it exists only in the
toleration of the peeple.

Almost daily one reads of ‘“moba’’

of citizens holding up and taking pos-
scssion of coal trains, and by actual
foree of numberg taking away from the
legal owners thereof whole trainloads
of eoal. As our laws stand, is not that
virulent anarchy? Tt is absolutely as
lawless as the holding up of the ex-
press safe. Yet who will dare attempt
to punish anarchy im that form, The
writer assuredly justifies such action,
and wishes merely to show the absurd-
ity and inconsistency of maintaining
lnws that of necessity are swept aside,
by all, in periods of stress. Such laws
and eannot be binding, It
they were, then the lives of the multi-
tude are at the disposal of the trust
managers, Buch laws are binding only
when the people submit to them, and
the people do submit sufficiently to per-
mit the winning of exorbitant profits
by the nominal owners, It should be
clear even to the unthinking that there
ean be no ownership of anything what-
even in a real republic save by the eon-
sent of the ecitizens. But, in this re-
public our laws heretofore have been
made muech oftener by the judieiary
than by the people.

Adverting again to the coal question,
the needs of the people this rigoruos
winter have subjected them to gross
and unjust charges for this nocessity,
In many cases the prices have been
cold-bloodedly advanced for no other
renson than that the people have had
to have conl and have had to pay the
prices asked mno matter how exorbi-
toat. This brings us face to face with

New Slave Bill

ers Hypocriticall

Rejoice, ye railroaders, rejeice, for|
the hour of your emancipation has
The assembly ofE
Montann is about to ereate a law lim-

come! legislative

iting your work day to sixteen hours
and fine the boss $100,00 or put himi
in jail thirty days if he works you
longer.

H. J. Miller, the lawyer who de-
fended the Livingston concrete com-|
pany in the courts for violating eight
hour law, has introduced bill No. 58!
entitled ‘“An aet to regulate the hours
of labor of locomotive engineers, fire-
nten, econductors, trainmen, uporntorl
uml agents acting as operators, and
to provide a penalty for the violation |
thereof.’’ i

The bill makes the legal workday |
of trainmen and telegraph operators
sivteen consecutive hours in any twen-|’
ty-four hours. |

The greatest farce attached to the
bill is that it legalizes the sixteen |
hour day of labor for telegraph oper- |
ators, when at present they work omly |
twelve hours.

For years the telegraphers’ union |
has tried to secure the eight hour day |
on the railroads that pmss through'
Montana but failed to do so, During |
the summer of 1905 the operators on
the G, N. and N, P. milway went on
strike and one of their demands was
an eight-hour day.

For years the operators have fought
and struggled for eight hours for work,
cight hours for sleep and eight hours
to play, but the eorporation legisla- !
ture of Montana considers h-legraph-l
ers work only play and vote to make
it sixteen hours for work and eight
hourg to sleep, just reversing what the
operators  have tried for vears to
secare,

The bill also extends the principles!
of benevolent feudalism to the train-
men, in as mueh they are have
vight hours’ rest after working sixteen
hours, so that they will be able to|
work other sixteen hours, This is one
of the reactionary features of the hill,
At present train ecrews can eall for
six, eight or ten hours rest when they
reach the end of the division regardless
of the number of hours they have|
worked, and it requires no bills intro-|
duced by lawyers to secure this rest!

to

for them. How the trains erew will |
for after the bill becomes a law i= a |
conundrum to any. It takes a way |

freight train from twenty to twenty |
nine hours to travel a division of « |
hundred and twenty five miles in \lu m- |
of traffie and the lack of side tracks
it is impossible to shorten the ti.nw.]
and such conditions will remain
for vears to come. Such being 'hnll
| ease, we suppose that after a train has
been on the road sixteen hours it will
pull into a side track, all hands repair
to the eaboose or an empty box car
and take a nap until the eight hours
are up or hunt a farm house for some
thing to eat. When the eight hours’
rest is up, the erew will take the
train to its destination or until sixteen
hours more have past, then locate an-
other side track for another
hours” nap.

Any good features that might have
been in the bill would be annulled by
a provision which prevents the train
erew from tying up any passenger or
mail train between terminals. This
clanse easily keeps the railroads from
violating the law, as any train tied up
on n side track ean be construed as
meaning tying up a passenger, by
keeping another freight from entering
the side track to allow the passenger
to pass. 8o boys, your nap in the ca-
boose or empty box ear on a side track
will be an iredescent deram.

On Monday afternoon the bill was
undpr  considerdfion. Whitepidd of
Flathead county moved an amendment
making the railroads liable for dam-
ages for accidents to employees who
work over sixteen hours. Miller of
Park objected to this, asking why was
it that they wanted to amend now,

80 |

evight

the faet, the faet that is incontrovert-
ible, namely, that the consumer would
have to pay any price that may be
asked, no matter how high. When
they raise the price of coal fifty cents
a ton, it is only through forbearanee
that they do not raise it fifty or n
dollar fifty more. There is nothing
to provent but mob law, We must
have conl to live, the eoal available in
owned by a fow, we are at the merey

| country were read in the U,

tann, and owing to the large volume ‘“

| more

Sixteen-ﬂour Bondage For Railroad-

y Advocated by

Corporation Flunkeys

when everything was agreed on in
committee,

of Park
““Miller says he objects but he does

Swindlehurst county said,

not tell us his objections.’’

Miller remains mum. Ross of Mis-
soula, a dereliet fireman and old party
office hunter, hurried to Miller’s assist-
ance saying that Whiteside's amend-|
ment would make the bill uneonstitu-
tional,

So it would if it were to insure the
railrondmen getting damnges for in-
jury received. Railroaders are not
supposed to ecome back at the corpora-
[tions for injury received. Whiteside
claimed his amendment wys econsid-
ered by the best legal talent in Mon-
tana and he was advised that it would
be alright to put in the bill. The
amendment was lost,

Whiteside went to the bat again
| with another amendment. He wanted
the express messenger included in the
bill,

Miller took the earpet again in
favor of his pet measure, stating that
he had studied and thought on this
question for two years and that he
speaks for railroad men, that it was
exnetly like the La Follette bill which

railrond men wanted and petitioned
for. Miller here stated
falschood when he said railroad men
| wanted the La Follette bill. The
grm»lnnal records show that petitions
[ from railroad brotherhoods all over the

an absolute

prrotesting against the La F ollette
and asking that it be not passed,
Whiteside insisted that the express

men should be protected as well as
the rest,

bill

as they were human.

Ross jumped to Miller's assistance
stating that the bill was not for the
benefit of railroad men but for the pro-
tection of the travelling publie, to pre-

vent wreeks., Turning to
he yells, “*Express men
trains; why didn't you the
mail elerks, or go to the back shop
and put the machivists in the bill?"

This shows what sort of an ignora-
mus Ross He is

Whiteside
do not

inelude

run

is, not aware that

{ mail elerks® legal heurs for the week

are

a long way from

being one hun-
dred and twelve hours the same ns
they want legalize for the train
Crows, athempt to legalize. One
hundred and twelve hours per week for
machinists would mean

or

a general tie
up of every machive or back shop.
The Whiteside amendment was lost
and the Miller bill went through with
whoop,
During the debate on the measure
Miller stated that drew the bhill
up, but it is rather strange that a sim-
ilar bill was introduced in the senate
than two weeks

he

ago; more over,
it was stated around the lobbies of the
hotels that Wm, Wallace, the Northern
Pacifie had drafted a bill to
the sixteen-hour day

that
What railway

,'lllnrru-_\'.
legalize
Miller also said
devised the bill,
Superintendents, managers or
what? One thing is sure, no reselu-
tions were shown coming from the rali-
way brotherhoods, no committees were
representing
or committee

railway men
meny

general

them, no communication
sent by any tele.
graphers’ gunion in Montana asking
that their work day be legally in-
creased four houps per day. Whep
the representatives were asked what
railroad men said it was what rail
roaders wanted, they said Berry,

Berry is a passenger conduetor rum
ning out of Helepa is generally
recognised as a  porfessional
of the Northern Pacifie in suits against
that eorporation.

He is hated by railroad men in gen-
eral, and some of them suspect him
of being a company man, in other
words, a spotter.

This is the man that is quoted as
saying the bill is what the railroader
wants. The bill is undoubtedly a cor-
poration measure, gotten up to fore.
stall the shorter work hours for rail
way employces,

were

and

L e b e e e e e e e e e hhsthtieshehshestbeheribtieieribeheheriheriss kool

of those fow. Can any law be devised

to regulate the price of this commo-
dity? TIf such a law ecan be devised,
then it would be a fprm of what is
termed eonfisention.

When we attempt to confiseate, then
we had infinitely better go the whole
way and take back for the people, for
the use of all the people, that that
NATURE placed on EARTH for the
use of the Song of Men.—George Burke

cfon- |
| bines, therefore

| Resolved by the Retail Merchants'
8. mrmh‘l.\mlnri{ﬂitln of the

Helena Merchants
Turn it Down

b P
in-
the Retail Merchants’

convened

The

troduced before

following re t|u]||l:|mn were
that

last week. They were

Association in Helena
turned down un-
ceremonionsly and nota paper in the
state would print them. The merchants
are terribly alarmed over the big rates
that the railroad trust is able to force

upon them, but when it comes to a
measure thnt would benefit all the
people they are as deaf to it as the
big trusts are to their small interests:

‘“Whereas: The transportation ques-
tion is acknowledged to be the most

important problem before the country,

|and,

Whereas: Government regulation of
transportation rates has proved to be
a failure in dictating to privately
owned railway companies, while indi-
vidual property is protected by the
constitution of the United States, and,

Whereas: All countries that
tried to regulate transportation rates
by law have failed in making satis-
factory regulations to the
interests of the
eral publie,

Whereas:

have

commerecial
country and the gen-
Government  regulation
will prove to be an instrument of fur-
ther granting to the already gigantic
trusts and combines at the expense of
the publie through jexorbitant
charged and the granting of passes to

those who stand as favorites to the
trusts of the ecountry, and,

Whereas: We believe that rate re-
gulation is unjust without ownership
by the government, and,

Wherens: We are opposed to the
trusts, railrond corporations or com-

be it

state of Montann
fuembled that it is
the sense of this convention that our

in convention
Representative in Congress should be
urged to assist in the passage of a bill
favoring the public ownership of the
railroads of the country,
ther
Resolved:
the
respeetfully

and be it fur-

That

of the
point

and

I‘f
we

as an evidence

feasibility ownership,
the

operation

suecessful
railways
Germany,
New Zealand,
and several

ownershi P
ll}’ the
Austria,
Mex ien,
countries
Resolved:

of
following ecountries:
[|witzerland,
Japan, Ttaly other
Further that this question

should be submitted to the people of

the United States for their approval or | o

sieetion.
Adopted,
Respectfully

| o}

submitted,
P. 8. SANDEN.
the
gifted
in Chieago. He
the second Russian
Mareh
forever off the earth
d by either the
renctionists:

he

Gershuni, revolution

r

Comrade

ary organize and poet and

scientiat,
that

convenes n

Is declares
Duma
Tazar
be

itionists

when
it wil wipe
It
revol
in either en

ism wil
dominat
or the
Duma
it

solved the rey

shortly after

nt

dissolved
'I'!n-

olution

will
it dis
galized, and

CONVenes, mome is

is loyg
a

provisional government

rates -

t'\f.ll-f:‘-‘h--!.l

Mmers Tnal Again
Put Off

More weary months must the West-

ern Federation officials remain in their
prison cells, The trial is again pas
off —this time gill March European

working men express astonishment a
such enuseless, useless, and unjust des
They ask us if there is no law
to prevent sueh despotice injustice. The
answer is, ‘'‘There It all lies
in the power of the courts.'’

But does not the
mand that all aceused
have a speedy trial?’’
officials—the

lay.
18 none,

constitution de-
persons shall
““Yes, but our
adjutant-general-says ‘fo

hell with the constitution’—the ecom-
gressman ‘to hell with the law.’’?
““Then in the free and demoeratic re-

publie there is no possible way by

which men accused may have a speedy

trial?’’ ““There is no power behind
the eourt. It can delay as it likes.’?

And the Bwiss working man, the
English working man, the German
working man tell of their eoun-
tries across the sea where the
courts are obliged to  bring ae-
cused men to trinl without de-
lny, Yet, here in America men
are legally seized wupon a labor
controversy, and although with attos-
neys at hand and evervthing in readi-
ness they have demanded immediate

trial, they have lain in prison cells for
Innocent mem
tify represent
resistance of labor
and bra-
personnl rights,
zed at wan-
ten violation of her historieal rights,
from the

upwards of two years.
pemecited  beeauss

the and
against outrageo
tal

Ameriea stands ama

protest
I8 oppression
infringement of
such
and the working men mon-
other countries
seemingly inex-
But the situa-

conditions of gov-

archieal institutions of
do not understand the
plieable econtradiction

tion is this: The

ernment oppression and tyvranny have
never before come to an issue against
the working class in America. Fven
in the Debs ease the government made
only a fearful experimental attempt
to use its arm in the game against
labor. The traditions lof freedom,

fairness, and equal opportunity to all
||_'|.Qm" have not been \illlllt(‘.{l
by government The

tradition

u-i---'\'_\'
laws, and courts

class struggle was veiled by

and opportunity. Put the inevitable
clash of interests has come, and the
capitalist ches stands clothed with
authority and the ultimate powers of
| jurisdietion., Tn Europe the working
¢lnss has been on the conscions fight-
ing line. Slowly they have wruang con-
ssions of protection from the ru.’ing
cluss, by united efforts and consolidat-
o demands that have made sovereigns
juake, surrounded by their parlia-
ments. That encroachment upon the
prerogative of power has got to be
ommenced by the American working
clnss, They will be bound hand and
foot if they do not awaken and give
resistanee. Liberal institutions are
nothing. It is t struggle for the
delights of the surplus Arouse, ve
wlaves
Fhe Wiseonsin party has set its goal
for 3,000 membs rs outside of ‘1”\\.‘!“'
kee before the presidential eleetion of
1608,

e L L L ——

NOTES ON MONTANA LEGISLATURE

The word has gome forth that this
is wholly a party legislature. The re
publicans vote solid as a party, Noth

ing can be expected to go through on |
mere merit,

Rumor has it that any
show in the Amalgamted Tenth except
what is favorable to the company., In-
side

nothing has

expect nothing.

yvour handi-work, and be proud of it.

witness |

Eggleston, populist-demoerat, single
taxer-reformer, gave the star spiel at

the Dixon banquet. Verily, Bryan

right when he says, ‘‘we’re all getting |

together.’”” Working men, how
of yon were at the Dixon banquet at
the Grandon?

Judge Henry is hovering around the
legislature fixing up his fences for an-
othar term. It is said he wants his
judieinl distriet fixed up for fear he
won't be eclected.

Hughey Miller is working overtime
to make himself conspicuous and let
‘em know he's there. He is Johnny-
on-the-spot on every possible occasion;
bobs up and reads off motions already
Iiﬂ‘lll'l.l'!‘ll. prances around on floor eom-
mittees, and loses no opportunity to
prove that he can be as valuable a
flunky to the capitalist class as when
he was defending the violation of the
cight-hour law in Livingeton. It is

information states that labor m*ml:
Working men, behold

many |

satd he is plaving the game for next

Ngressmian,

Dixon said in his aece
that it had bed his

|I|r- to private life and earm a com-

jtance !tpr('n'h

n intention to re

.]u-'»-m_\' for a large and rapidly in

(ereasing family, He need waste no re-
grets on that score over broken vows,
The U, 8, Senate

is a ¢lub of million-

aires, with few exeeptions; and Dixon
will probably not be allowed to feel
lonesome by the time his term is out,
ng the competency will in all likelihood
inerease there us fast ns the family

| The \‘h!'!:\\l'ﬂ'l'rll |u,;ru\r!rl|-|1l “com-
I pany of Red Lodge, Montann, successor
to the Ros k‘\ Fork Coal company, puts
the price of lump coal for the new
year at $2.75 per net ton at the mine,

or £3.25 delivered Fhe
cents o ton for mining this,

53
No won

minces get

der there in 8o much sulfering, poverty
To
an unprejudiced observer it wonld look
like

! stance

and misery among the coanl miners,
of Tunaties that this sub-
valunhle hent life

relentlessly  cornered by

n system
LI
Il.'

to make such misery

to vl

should (T
n fow for those

who work and those who use

Do yon think that a
in the population will be
as a worker? If wmo,
|go back east where
| large population?

Inrge inerense
Lf"'”l for vo
don 't
there is already a

Western

why You

Clarion.



file:///dverting

Vote for the Party
of Your Class

MONTANA NEWS.

OWNED AND PUBLISHED BY THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF MONTANA

_

Abolish the Capi-
talist System

VOL. V.

Fatal Exploses o

Santa Fe

Dedoto, Kan,, Pan. 18.—Tho loco-
motive drawing east bound Santa Fe
freight train No. 36 exploded on a
bridge near here this morning. The
bridge was demolished and the engine
and fourteen freight cars went into
the ecreck. . W, Bartell, engineer; W,
W. Dorteh, fiireman, and H. E. Shaw,
brakeman, all of Argentine, Kas.,, were
killed, their bodies being burried under
the wreckage.’’

Considering the lasge number of
appalling railroad wrecks reported by
the newspapers, the foregoing will be
considered insignificant by the publie.
Instead of being insignificant it is a
matter that deserves close attention.
There have been more wrecks caused
by boiler explosions on the Santa Fe
road in the past three years than on
all the railroads of the country com-
bined during the same time,

The reason of this is owing to the
Banta Fe locking out the machinists
in its employ some three years ago
because they would mot submit to the
machine and boiler shops being turned
into a section of Dante’s Infernio—

through the introdiection of the piece’

work system,

The strike or rather lockout is as
vigorous to-day as it was when it com-
menced three years ago. The company
has been able to get some seabs, most-
ly all incompetent machinists and has
been able to move its trains through
getting new locomotives built in the
factory, and when the new engines get
run down so bad that the seabs ean
no longer repair them, they are put
aside to wait until the debate between
the Banta Fe and the union has been
decided,

It is said that nearly 1500 engines
are lying on the side tracks waiting
to be repaired.

When the company gets hard pineh-
ed for engines a committee of the
bosses hies to the bone vards—the side
track where the dead engines are—
looks over the engines, picks out one
of the erippled ones and tries to get
an engineer and fireman to take a few
more trips out of it.

The result of this is, boiler explo-
sions, engines jumping the track, leak-
ing steam so bad that the erew can
not see the signals thereby causing
head end collisions. Tt is safe to say
that ninety per cent of the wreeks on
the Santa Fe during the past three
years have been the result of using
erippled locomotives,

With all the investigations on rail-
road aecidents and ear shortage by the
federal and state governments and in-
ter-state  commission, legislation on
hours of labor of trainmen, safety ap-
pliances, block signals, if the attention
were turned to the grievance of the
machinists’ and boiler-makers' union
on the Banta Fe and Orand Trunk
railroads, the cause of nearly all the
trouble they are seeking to remedy,
would be found. But then the remedy
might reduce the dividends of the cor-
porations and strengthen the unions,
s0 no relief ean be expected from that

source as long as corporations own the |

lawmaking powers,
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Lteey |, |, .,
owawe So0cialism by
Joe Dixon

The event of the past week was the
election of Joseph Dixon of Missoula
to the United States Senate as the
A. Clark of putrid
smelling repute, and the ecolleague of
Carter, the senior senator.

sion showed how easy it is to do things
if you just let one big concern like
the Amalgamated run it all. Dixon
was elected on the first ballot in each
house. The mnext day the joint as-
sembly confirmed the election. Mantle
wag never even mentioned. It was a
triumph of the young, new and scien-
tific trust method over the old eorrupt,
c¢lumsy politics. In other words it
was complete defeat of the Carter ma.
chine, and a trinmph for the new
|Ron|evelt way of doing things. Dixon

{has openly been heralded as Roose-
|velt ceandidate, and in his speech of
|acceptancd (aldeady prepared) he
4pnetlenllv outlined the Roosevelt pol-
'iey. The speéech sounded good to
those who still think this government
is run by all the people, and not by
simply the large capitalist class. He
said the cure for the evils of demoe-
racy was more demoeracy,

Dixon without deubt outlined the
Rooseveltian poliey, speaking as one
near the throne. Dwelling on the
forest reserve question he advo-
eated the holding of public lands
by the government withdrawing
them from the entry to homestead-
ers, renting them out to leasers, and
with the revenue thus obtained put.
ting through great projects like the
making of huge irrgation canals. Mr.
Dixon said the reserve lands of Mon-
tana alone would bring a revenue of
$2,000,000. This is a radical new de-
parture in government policy, It
marks the passing of orthodox repub-
licanism and the advent of the new,
And this new republicanism is prae-
tieally the Henry George theory, liber-
alism, Bismarckisin, wfate socialism
coming up to quiet the revolutionary
demands of the workers.

Roosevelt's hysterical attack on the
‘agitators’’ in his message has warned
us what to expeet. The discontent of
the workers is to be quieted with the
soothing syrup of state socialism, That
is the dear good ecapitalists are going
to give us evervthing nice except get
off our backs,

This is the first popular exposure
of the way the wind is blowing. Lib-
eral legislation will now be the order
of the day. But it is the iron band
in the wvelvet glove, the eclaw in the
velvet paw,

successor of W,

The occa-

I. L. Fitta, national organizer, was
assaulted in the post office at Fair-
W. Va., by J. A, Watson, who
claimed to be a deputy sheriff. Watson
also followed Comrade Fitts into the
street and again punched and kicked
him and ordered him to leave the town.
Later the mayor informed Comrade
Fitts ““That it was dangerous for him
to stay in the town in view of the in-
tense feeling.”’ A lawver said, ““We
(would have a hard time to prove any
ifhilur. few ecared, if thev dared, to
give testimony. The courts are owned
Jnl' controlled by the Coal Co,'’

mont,,

" COAL SITUATION STRENUOUS

The coal situation in recent years is
doing much toward working out the
principles of ecollective ownership of
the means of production and distribu-
tion. Coal is essentinlly a necessity.
All of it that is produced in the United
States is owned by corporations and
individual operators—a very small per-
centage of it by the latter. Theoreti-
eally, lawfully—as the laws go—the
mines, the coal lands, the machinery
for production, the transportation fa-
eilities for distributing the produet, all
are matters of private ownership; and
the produet itself—that is so es-
sential to sustaining life in the north
temperate zone, is owned by trusts and
ecombinations to do with as they will,
The law assumes or pretends to assume
one is a free agent and does not have
to buy this commodity from the trusts.
Of course, one does not have to buy
conl, he ean freeze to death, he can see
his babies shiver and freeze. In theory
he does not have to buy, in nactual
practiee he i a veritable slave, for
the reason that he has to dance to the
musie of the trust to get the thing that
is necessary to sustain life,

Either the trusts (or other private
owners) own the coal, or they do not
own it. If they own it, then it is
theirs to do with as they please; if
they eannot do with it as they please,
then they do not ewn it absoutely—
their ownership is nominal, is eondi-
tionnl—in faet it exists only in the
toleration of the peeple.

Almost daily one reads of ‘“moba’’

of citizens holding up and taking pos-
scssion of coal trains, and by actual
foree of numberg taking away from the
legal owners thereof whole trainloads
of eoal. As our laws stand, is not that
virulent anarchy? Tt is absolutely as
lawless as the holding up of the ex-
press safe. Yet who will dare attempt
to punish anarchy im that form, The
writer assuredly justifies such action,
and wishes merely to show the absurd-
ity and inconsistency of maintaining
lnws that of necessity are swept aside,
by all, in periods of stress. Such laws
and eannot be binding, It
they were, then the lives of the multi-
tude are at the disposal of the trust
managers, Buch laws are binding only
when the people submit to them, and
the people do submit sufficiently to per-
mit the winning of exorbitant profits
by the nominal owners, It should be
clear even to the unthinking that there
ean be no ownership of anything what-
even in a real republic save by the eon-
sent of the ecitizens. But, in this re-
public our laws heretofore have been
made muech oftener by the judieiary
than by the people.

Adverting again to the coal question,
the needs of the people this rigoruos
winter have subjected them to gross
and unjust charges for this nocessity,
In many cases the prices have been
cold-bloodedly advanced for no other
renson than that the people have had
to have conl and have had to pay the
prices asked mno matter how exorbi-
toat. This brings us face to face with

New Slave Bill

ers Hypocriticall

Rejoice, ye railroaders, rejeice, for|
the hour of your emancipation has
The assembly ofE
Montann is about to ereate a law lim-

come! legislative

iting your work day to sixteen hours
and fine the boss $100,00 or put himi
in jail thirty days if he works you
longer.

H. J. Miller, the lawyer who de-
fended the Livingston concrete com-|
pany in the courts for violating eight
hour law, has introduced bill No. 58!
entitled ‘“An aet to regulate the hours
of labor of locomotive engineers, fire-
nten, econductors, trainmen, uporntorl
uml agents acting as operators, and
to provide a penalty for the violation |
thereof.’’ i

The bill makes the legal workday |
of trainmen and telegraph operators
sivteen consecutive hours in any twen-|’
ty-four hours. |

The greatest farce attached to the
bill is that it legalizes the sixteen |
hour day of labor for telegraph oper- |
ators, when at present they work omly |
twelve hours.

For years the telegraphers’ union |
has tried to secure the eight hour day |
on the railroads that pmss through'
Montana but failed to do so, During |
the summer of 1905 the operators on
the G, N. and N, P. milway went on
strike and one of their demands was
an eight-hour day.

For years the operators have fought
and struggled for eight hours for work,
cight hours for sleep and eight hours
to play, but the eorporation legisla- !
ture of Montana considers h-legraph-l
ers work only play and vote to make
it sixteen hours for work and eight
hourg to sleep, just reversing what the
operators  have tried for vears to
secare,

The bill also extends the principles!
of benevolent feudalism to the train-
men, in as mueh they are have
vight hours’ rest after working sixteen
hours, so that they will be able to|
work other sixteen hours, This is one
of the reactionary features of the hill,
At present train ecrews can eall for
six, eight or ten hours rest when they
reach the end of the division regardless
of the number of hours they have|
worked, and it requires no bills intro-|
duced by lawyers to secure this rest!

to

for them. How the trains erew will |
for after the bill becomes a law i= a |
conundrum to any. It takes a way |

freight train from twenty to twenty |
nine hours to travel a division of « |
hundred and twenty five miles in \lu m- |
of traffie and the lack of side tracks
it is impossible to shorten the ti.nw.]
and such conditions will remain
for vears to come. Such being 'hnll
| ease, we suppose that after a train has
been on the road sixteen hours it will
pull into a side track, all hands repair
to the eaboose or an empty box car
and take a nap until the eight hours
are up or hunt a farm house for some
thing to eat. When the eight hours’
rest is up, the erew will take the
train to its destination or until sixteen
hours more have past, then locate an-
other side track for another
hours” nap.

Any good features that might have
been in the bill would be annulled by
a provision which prevents the train
erew from tying up any passenger or
mail train between terminals. This
clanse easily keeps the railroads from
violating the law, as any train tied up
on n side track ean be construed as
meaning tying up a passenger, by
keeping another freight from entering
the side track to allow the passenger
to pass. 8o boys, your nap in the ca-
boose or empty box ear on a side track
will be an iredescent deram.

On Monday afternoon the bill was
undpr  considerdfion. Whitepidd of
Flathead county moved an amendment
making the railroads liable for dam-
ages for accidents to employees who
work over sixteen hours. Miller of
Park objected to this, asking why was
it that they wanted to amend now,

80 |

evight

the faet, the faet that is incontrovert-
ible, namely, that the consumer would
have to pay any price that may be
asked, no matter how high. When
they raise the price of coal fifty cents
a ton, it is only through forbearanee
that they do not raise it fifty or n
dollar fifty more. There is nothing
to provent but mob law, We must
have conl to live, the eoal available in
owned by a fow, we are at the merey

| country were read in the U,

tann, and owing to the large volume ‘“

| more

Sixteen-ﬂour Bondage For Railroad-

y Advocated by

Corporation Flunkeys

when everything was agreed on in
committee,

of Park
““Miller says he objects but he does

Swindlehurst county said,

not tell us his objections.’’

Miller remains mum. Ross of Mis-
soula, a dereliet fireman and old party
office hunter, hurried to Miller’s assist-
ance saying that Whiteside's amend-|
ment would make the bill uneonstitu-
tional,

So it would if it were to insure the
railrondmen getting damnges for in-
jury received. Railroaders are not
supposed to ecome back at the corpora-
[tions for injury received. Whiteside
claimed his amendment wys econsid-
ered by the best legal talent in Mon-
tana and he was advised that it would
be alright to put in the bill. The
amendment was lost,

Whiteside went to the bat again
| with another amendment. He wanted
the express messenger included in the
bill,

Miller took the earpet again in
favor of his pet measure, stating that
he had studied and thought on this
question for two years and that he
speaks for railroad men, that it was
exnetly like the La Follette bill which

railrond men wanted and petitioned
for. Miller here stated
falschood when he said railroad men
| wanted the La Follette bill. The
grm»lnnal records show that petitions
[ from railroad brotherhoods all over the

an absolute

prrotesting against the La F ollette
and asking that it be not passed,
Whiteside insisted that the express

men should be protected as well as
the rest,

bill

as they were human.

Ross jumped to Miller's assistance
stating that the bill was not for the
benefit of railroad men but for the pro-
tection of the travelling publie, to pre-

vent wreeks., Turning to
he yells, “*Express men
trains; why didn't you the
mail elerks, or go to the back shop
and put the machivists in the bill?"

This shows what sort of an ignora-
mus Ross He is

Whiteside
do not

inelude

run

is, not aware that

{ mail elerks® legal heurs for the week

are

a long way from

being one hun-
dred and twelve hours the same ns
they want legalize for the train
Crows, athempt to legalize. One
hundred and twelve hours per week for
machinists would mean

or

a general tie
up of every machive or back shop.
The Whiteside amendment was lost
and the Miller bill went through with
whoop,
During the debate on the measure
Miller stated that drew the bhill
up, but it is rather strange that a sim-
ilar bill was introduced in the senate
than two weeks

he

ago; more over,
it was stated around the lobbies of the
hotels that Wm, Wallace, the Northern
Pacifie had drafted a bill to
the sixteen-hour day

that
What railway

,'lllnrru-_\'.
legalize
Miller also said
devised the bill,
Superintendents, managers or
what? One thing is sure, no reselu-
tions were shown coming from the rali-
way brotherhoods, no committees were
representing
or committee

railway men
meny

general

them, no communication
sent by any tele.
graphers’ gunion in Montana asking
that their work day be legally in-
creased four houps per day. Whep
the representatives were asked what
railroad men said it was what rail
roaders wanted, they said Berry,

Berry is a passenger conduetor rum
ning out of Helepa is generally
recognised as a  porfessional
of the Northern Pacifie in suits against
that eorporation.

He is hated by railroad men in gen-
eral, and some of them suspect him
of being a company man, in other
words, a spotter.

This is the man that is quoted as
saying the bill is what the railroader
wants. The bill is undoubtedly a cor-
poration measure, gotten up to fore.
stall the shorter work hours for rail
way employces,

were

and

L e b e e e e e e e e e hhsthtieshehshestbeheribtieieribeheheriheriss kool

of those fow. Can any law be devised

to regulate the price of this commo-
dity? TIf such a law ecan be devised,
then it would be a fprm of what is
termed eonfisention.

When we attempt to confiseate, then
we had infinitely better go the whole
way and take back for the people, for
the use of all the people, that that
NATURE placed on EARTH for the
use of the Song of Men.—George Burke

cfon- |
| bines, therefore

| Resolved by the Retail Merchants'
8. mrmh‘l.\mlnri{ﬂitln of the

Helena Merchants
Turn it Down

b P
in-
the Retail Merchants’

convened

The

troduced before

following re t|u]||l:|mn were
that

last week. They were

Association in Helena
turned down un-
ceremonionsly and nota paper in the
state would print them. The merchants
are terribly alarmed over the big rates
that the railroad trust is able to force

upon them, but when it comes to a
measure thnt would benefit all the
people they are as deaf to it as the
big trusts are to their small interests:

‘“Whereas: The transportation ques-
tion is acknowledged to be the most

important problem before the country,

|and,

Whereas: Government regulation of
transportation rates has proved to be
a failure in dictating to privately
owned railway companies, while indi-
vidual property is protected by the
constitution of the United States, and,

Whereas: All countries that
tried to regulate transportation rates
by law have failed in making satis-
factory regulations to the
interests of the
eral publie,

Whereas:

have

commerecial
country and the gen-
Government  regulation
will prove to be an instrument of fur-
ther granting to the already gigantic
trusts and combines at the expense of
the publie through jexorbitant
charged and the granting of passes to

those who stand as favorites to the
trusts of the ecountry, and,

Whereas: We believe that rate re-
gulation is unjust without ownership
by the government, and,

Wherens: We are opposed to the
trusts, railrond corporations or com-

be it

state of Montann
fuembled that it is
the sense of this convention that our

in convention
Representative in Congress should be
urged to assist in the passage of a bill
favoring the public ownership of the
railroads of the country,
ther
Resolved:
the
respeetfully

and be it fur-

That

of the
point

and

I‘f
we

as an evidence

feasibility ownership,
the

operation

suecessful
railways
Germany,
New Zealand,
and several

ownershi P
ll}’ the
Austria,
Mex ien,
countries
Resolved:

of
following ecountries:
[|witzerland,
Japan, Ttaly other
Further that this question

should be submitted to the people of

the United States for their approval or | o

sieetion.
Adopted,
Respectfully

| o}

submitted,
P. 8. SANDEN.
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Mmers Tnal Again
Put Off

More weary months must the West-

ern Federation officials remain in their
prison cells, The trial is again pas
off —this time gill March European

working men express astonishment a
such enuseless, useless, and unjust des
They ask us if there is no law
to prevent sueh despotice injustice. The
answer is, ‘'‘There It all lies
in the power of the courts.'’

But does not the
mand that all aceused
have a speedy trial?’’
officials—the

lay.
18 none,

constitution de-
persons shall
““Yes, but our
adjutant-general-says ‘fo

hell with the constitution’—the ecom-
gressman ‘to hell with the law.’’?
““Then in the free and demoeratic re-

publie there is no possible way by

which men accused may have a speedy

trial?’’ ““There is no power behind
the eourt. It can delay as it likes.’?

And the Bwiss working man, the
English working man, the German
working man tell of their eoun-
tries across the sea where the
courts are obliged to  bring ae-
cused men to trinl without de-
lny, Yet, here in America men
are legally seized wupon a labor
controversy, and although with attos-
neys at hand and evervthing in readi-
ness they have demanded immediate

trial, they have lain in prison cells for
Innocent mem
tify represent
resistance of labor
and bra-
personnl rights,
zed at wan-
ten violation of her historieal rights,
from the

upwards of two years.
pemecited  beeauss

the and
against outrageo
tal

Ameriea stands ama

protest
I8 oppression
infringement of
such
and the working men mon-
other countries
seemingly inex-
But the situa-

conditions of gov-

archieal institutions of
do not understand the
plieable econtradiction

tion is this: The

ernment oppression and tyvranny have
never before come to an issue against
the working class in America. Fven
in the Debs ease the government made
only a fearful experimental attempt
to use its arm in the game against
labor. The traditions lof freedom,

fairness, and equal opportunity to all
||_'|.Qm" have not been \illlllt(‘.{l
by government The

tradition

u-i---'\'_\'
laws, and courts

class struggle was veiled by

and opportunity. Put the inevitable
clash of interests has come, and the
capitalist ches stands clothed with
authority and the ultimate powers of
| jurisdietion., Tn Europe the working
¢lnss has been on the conscions fight-
ing line. Slowly they have wruang con-
ssions of protection from the ru.’ing
cluss, by united efforts and consolidat-
o demands that have made sovereigns
juake, surrounded by their parlia-
ments. That encroachment upon the
prerogative of power has got to be
ommenced by the American working
clnss, They will be bound hand and
foot if they do not awaken and give
resistanee. Liberal institutions are
nothing. It is t struggle for the
delights of the surplus Arouse, ve
wlaves
Fhe Wiseonsin party has set its goal
for 3,000 membs rs outside of ‘1”\\.‘!“'
kee before the presidential eleetion of
1608,
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NOTES ON MONTANA LEGISLATURE

The word has gome forth that this
is wholly a party legislature. The re
publicans vote solid as a party, Noth

ing can be expected to go through on |
mere merit,

Rumor has it that any
show in the Amalgamted Tenth except
what is favorable to the company., In-
side

nothing has

expect nothing.

yvour handi-work, and be proud of it.

witness |

Eggleston, populist-demoerat, single
taxer-reformer, gave the star spiel at

the Dixon banquet. Verily, Bryan

right when he says, ‘‘we’re all getting |

together.’”” Working men, how
of yon were at the Dixon banquet at
the Grandon?

Judge Henry is hovering around the
legislature fixing up his fences for an-
othar term. It is said he wants his
judieinl distriet fixed up for fear he
won't be eclected.

Hughey Miller is working overtime
to make himself conspicuous and let
‘em know he's there. He is Johnny-
on-the-spot on every possible occasion;
bobs up and reads off motions already
Iiﬂ‘lll'l.l'!‘ll. prances around on floor eom-
mittees, and loses no opportunity to
prove that he can be as valuable a
flunky to the capitalist class as when
he was defending the violation of the
cight-hour law in Livingeton. It is

information states that labor m*ml:
Working men, behold

many |

satd he is plaving the game for next

Ngressmian,

Dixon said in his aece
that it had bed his

|I|r- to private life and earm a com-

jtance !tpr('n'h

n intention to re

.]u-'»-m_\' for a large and rapidly in

(ereasing family, He need waste no re-
grets on that score over broken vows,
The U, 8, Senate

is a ¢lub of million-

aires, with few exeeptions; and Dixon
will probably not be allowed to feel
lonesome by the time his term is out,
ng the competency will in all likelihood
inerease there us fast ns the family

| The \‘h!'!:\\l'ﬂ'l'rll |u,;ru\r!rl|-|1l “com-
I pany of Red Lodge, Montann, successor
to the Ros k‘\ Fork Coal company, puts
the price of lump coal for the new
year at $2.75 per net ton at the mine,

or £3.25 delivered Fhe
cents o ton for mining this,

53
No won

minces get

der there in 8o much sulfering, poverty
To
an unprejudiced observer it wonld look
like

! stance

and misery among the coanl miners,
of Tunaties that this sub-
valunhle hent life

relentlessly  cornered by

n system
LI
Il.'

to make such misery

to vl

should (T
n fow for those

who work and those who use

Do yon think that a
in the population will be
as a worker? If wmo,
|go back east where
| large population?

Inrge inerense
Lf"'”l for vo
don 't
there is already a

Western

why You

Clarion.
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Abolish the Capi-
talist System

VOL. V.

Fatal Exploses o

Santa Fe

Dedoto, Kan,, Pan. 18.—Tho loco-
motive drawing east bound Santa Fe
freight train No. 36 exploded on a
bridge near here this morning. The
bridge was demolished and the engine
and fourteen freight cars went into
the ecreck. . W, Bartell, engineer; W,
W. Dorteh, fiireman, and H. E. Shaw,
brakeman, all of Argentine, Kas.,, were
killed, their bodies being burried under
the wreckage.’’

Considering the lasge number of
appalling railroad wrecks reported by
the newspapers, the foregoing will be
considered insignificant by the publie.
Instead of being insignificant it is a
matter that deserves close attention.
There have been more wrecks caused
by boiler explosions on the Santa Fe
road in the past three years than on
all the railroads of the country com-
bined during the same time,

The reason of this is owing to the
Banta Fe locking out the machinists
in its employ some three years ago
because they would mot submit to the
machine and boiler shops being turned
into a section of Dante’s Infernio—

through the introdiection of the piece’

work system,

The strike or rather lockout is as
vigorous to-day as it was when it com-
menced three years ago. The company
has been able to get some seabs, most-
ly all incompetent machinists and has
been able to move its trains through
getting new locomotives built in the
factory, and when the new engines get
run down so bad that the seabs ean
no longer repair them, they are put
aside to wait until the debate between
the Banta Fe and the union has been
decided,

It is said that nearly 1500 engines
are lying on the side tracks waiting
to be repaired.

When the company gets hard pineh-
ed for engines a committee of the
bosses hies to the bone vards—the side
track where the dead engines are—
looks over the engines, picks out one
of the erippled ones and tries to get
an engineer and fireman to take a few
more trips out of it.

The result of this is, boiler explo-
sions, engines jumping the track, leak-
ing steam so bad that the erew can
not see the signals thereby causing
head end collisions. Tt is safe to say
that ninety per cent of the wreeks on
the Santa Fe during the past three
years have been the result of using
erippled locomotives,

With all the investigations on rail-
road aecidents and ear shortage by the
federal and state governments and in-
ter-state  commission, legislation on
hours of labor of trainmen, safety ap-
pliances, block signals, if the attention
were turned to the grievance of the
machinists’ and boiler-makers' union
on the Banta Fe and Orand Trunk
railroads, the cause of nearly all the
trouble they are seeking to remedy,
would be found. But then the remedy
might reduce the dividends of the cor-
porations and strengthen the unions,
s0 no relief ean be expected from that

source as long as corporations own the |

lawmaking powers,
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owawe So0cialism by
Joe Dixon

The event of the past week was the
election of Joseph Dixon of Missoula
to the United States Senate as the
A. Clark of putrid
smelling repute, and the ecolleague of
Carter, the senior senator.

sion showed how easy it is to do things
if you just let one big concern like
the Amalgamated run it all. Dixon
was elected on the first ballot in each
house. The mnext day the joint as-
sembly confirmed the election. Mantle
wag never even mentioned. It was a
triumph of the young, new and scien-
tific trust method over the old eorrupt,
c¢lumsy politics. In other words it
was complete defeat of the Carter ma.
chine, and a trinmph for the new
|Ron|evelt way of doing things. Dixon

{has openly been heralded as Roose-
|velt ceandidate, and in his speech of
|acceptancd (aldeady prepared) he
4pnetlenllv outlined the Roosevelt pol-
'iey. The speéech sounded good to
those who still think this government
is run by all the people, and not by
simply the large capitalist class. He
said the cure for the evils of demoe-
racy was more demoeracy,

Dixon without deubt outlined the
Rooseveltian poliey, speaking as one
near the throne. Dwelling on the
forest reserve question he advo-
eated the holding of public lands
by the government withdrawing
them from the entry to homestead-
ers, renting them out to leasers, and
with the revenue thus obtained put.
ting through great projects like the
making of huge irrgation canals. Mr.
Dixon said the reserve lands of Mon-
tana alone would bring a revenue of
$2,000,000. This is a radical new de-
parture in government policy, It
marks the passing of orthodox repub-
licanism and the advent of the new,
And this new republicanism is prae-
tieally the Henry George theory, liber-
alism, Bismarckisin, wfate socialism
coming up to quiet the revolutionary
demands of the workers.

Roosevelt's hysterical attack on the
‘agitators’’ in his message has warned
us what to expeet. The discontent of
the workers is to be quieted with the
soothing syrup of state socialism, That
is the dear good ecapitalists are going
to give us evervthing nice except get
off our backs,

This is the first popular exposure
of the way the wind is blowing. Lib-
eral legislation will now be the order
of the day. But it is the iron band
in the wvelvet glove, the eclaw in the
velvet paw,

successor of W,

The occa-

I. L. Fitta, national organizer, was
assaulted in the post office at Fair-
W. Va., by J. A, Watson, who
claimed to be a deputy sheriff. Watson
also followed Comrade Fitts into the
street and again punched and kicked
him and ordered him to leave the town.
Later the mayor informed Comrade
Fitts ““That it was dangerous for him
to stay in the town in view of the in-
tense feeling.”’ A lawver said, ““We
(would have a hard time to prove any
ifhilur. few ecared, if thev dared, to
give testimony. The courts are owned
Jnl' controlled by the Coal Co,'’

mont,,

" COAL SITUATION STRENUOUS

The coal situation in recent years is
doing much toward working out the
principles of ecollective ownership of
the means of production and distribu-
tion. Coal is essentinlly a necessity.
All of it that is produced in the United
States is owned by corporations and
individual operators—a very small per-
centage of it by the latter. Theoreti-
eally, lawfully—as the laws go—the
mines, the coal lands, the machinery
for production, the transportation fa-
eilities for distributing the produet, all
are matters of private ownership; and
the produet itself—that is so es-
sential to sustaining life in the north
temperate zone, is owned by trusts and
ecombinations to do with as they will,
The law assumes or pretends to assume
one is a free agent and does not have
to buy this commodity from the trusts.
Of course, one does not have to buy
conl, he ean freeze to death, he can see
his babies shiver and freeze. In theory
he does not have to buy, in nactual
practiee he i a veritable slave, for
the reason that he has to dance to the
musie of the trust to get the thing that
is necessary to sustain life,

Either the trusts (or other private
owners) own the coal, or they do not
own it. If they own it, then it is
theirs to do with as they please; if
they eannot do with it as they please,
then they do not ewn it absoutely—
their ownership is nominal, is eondi-
tionnl—in faet it exists only in the
toleration of the peeple.

Almost daily one reads of ‘“moba’’

of citizens holding up and taking pos-
scssion of coal trains, and by actual
foree of numberg taking away from the
legal owners thereof whole trainloads
of eoal. As our laws stand, is not that
virulent anarchy? Tt is absolutely as
lawless as the holding up of the ex-
press safe. Yet who will dare attempt
to punish anarchy im that form, The
writer assuredly justifies such action,
and wishes merely to show the absurd-
ity and inconsistency of maintaining
lnws that of necessity are swept aside,
by all, in periods of stress. Such laws
and eannot be binding, It
they were, then the lives of the multi-
tude are at the disposal of the trust
managers, Buch laws are binding only
when the people submit to them, and
the people do submit sufficiently to per-
mit the winning of exorbitant profits
by the nominal owners, It should be
clear even to the unthinking that there
ean be no ownership of anything what-
even in a real republic save by the eon-
sent of the ecitizens. But, in this re-
public our laws heretofore have been
made muech oftener by the judieiary
than by the people.

Adverting again to the coal question,
the needs of the people this rigoruos
winter have subjected them to gross
and unjust charges for this nocessity,
In many cases the prices have been
cold-bloodedly advanced for no other
renson than that the people have had
to have conl and have had to pay the
prices asked mno matter how exorbi-
toat. This brings us face to face with

New Slave Bill

ers Hypocriticall

Rejoice, ye railroaders, rejeice, for|
the hour of your emancipation has
The assembly ofE
Montann is about to ereate a law lim-

come! legislative

iting your work day to sixteen hours
and fine the boss $100,00 or put himi
in jail thirty days if he works you
longer.

H. J. Miller, the lawyer who de-
fended the Livingston concrete com-|
pany in the courts for violating eight
hour law, has introduced bill No. 58!
entitled ‘“An aet to regulate the hours
of labor of locomotive engineers, fire-
nten, econductors, trainmen, uporntorl
uml agents acting as operators, and
to provide a penalty for the violation |
thereof.’’ i

The bill makes the legal workday |
of trainmen and telegraph operators
sivteen consecutive hours in any twen-|’
ty-four hours. |

The greatest farce attached to the
bill is that it legalizes the sixteen |
hour day of labor for telegraph oper- |
ators, when at present they work omly |
twelve hours.

For years the telegraphers’ union |
has tried to secure the eight hour day |
on the railroads that pmss through'
Montana but failed to do so, During |
the summer of 1905 the operators on
the G, N. and N, P. milway went on
strike and one of their demands was
an eight-hour day.

For years the operators have fought
and struggled for eight hours for work,
cight hours for sleep and eight hours
to play, but the eorporation legisla- !
ture of Montana considers h-legraph-l
ers work only play and vote to make
it sixteen hours for work and eight
hourg to sleep, just reversing what the
operators  have tried for vears to
secare,

The bill also extends the principles!
of benevolent feudalism to the train-
men, in as mueh they are have
vight hours’ rest after working sixteen
hours, so that they will be able to|
work other sixteen hours, This is one
of the reactionary features of the hill,
At present train ecrews can eall for
six, eight or ten hours rest when they
reach the end of the division regardless
of the number of hours they have|
worked, and it requires no bills intro-|
duced by lawyers to secure this rest!

to

for them. How the trains erew will |
for after the bill becomes a law i= a |
conundrum to any. It takes a way |

freight train from twenty to twenty |
nine hours to travel a division of « |
hundred and twenty five miles in \lu m- |
of traffie and the lack of side tracks
it is impossible to shorten the ti.nw.]
and such conditions will remain
for vears to come. Such being 'hnll
| ease, we suppose that after a train has
been on the road sixteen hours it will
pull into a side track, all hands repair
to the eaboose or an empty box car
and take a nap until the eight hours
are up or hunt a farm house for some
thing to eat. When the eight hours’
rest is up, the erew will take the
train to its destination or until sixteen
hours more have past, then locate an-
other side track for another
hours” nap.

Any good features that might have
been in the bill would be annulled by
a provision which prevents the train
erew from tying up any passenger or
mail train between terminals. This
clanse easily keeps the railroads from
violating the law, as any train tied up
on n side track ean be construed as
meaning tying up a passenger, by
keeping another freight from entering
the side track to allow the passenger
to pass. 8o boys, your nap in the ca-
boose or empty box ear on a side track
will be an iredescent deram.

On Monday afternoon the bill was
undpr  considerdfion. Whitepidd of
Flathead county moved an amendment
making the railroads liable for dam-
ages for accidents to employees who
work over sixteen hours. Miller of
Park objected to this, asking why was
it that they wanted to amend now,

80 |

evight

the faet, the faet that is incontrovert-
ible, namely, that the consumer would
have to pay any price that may be
asked, no matter how high. When
they raise the price of coal fifty cents
a ton, it is only through forbearanee
that they do not raise it fifty or n
dollar fifty more. There is nothing
to provent but mob law, We must
have conl to live, the eoal available in
owned by a fow, we are at the merey

| country were read in the U,

tann, and owing to the large volume ‘“

| more

Sixteen-ﬂour Bondage For Railroad-

y Advocated by

Corporation Flunkeys

when everything was agreed on in
committee,

of Park
““Miller says he objects but he does

Swindlehurst county said,

not tell us his objections.’’

Miller remains mum. Ross of Mis-
soula, a dereliet fireman and old party
office hunter, hurried to Miller’s assist-
ance saying that Whiteside's amend-|
ment would make the bill uneonstitu-
tional,

So it would if it were to insure the
railrondmen getting damnges for in-
jury received. Railroaders are not
supposed to ecome back at the corpora-
[tions for injury received. Whiteside
claimed his amendment wys econsid-
ered by the best legal talent in Mon-
tana and he was advised that it would
be alright to put in the bill. The
amendment was lost,

Whiteside went to the bat again
| with another amendment. He wanted
the express messenger included in the
bill,

Miller took the earpet again in
favor of his pet measure, stating that
he had studied and thought on this
question for two years and that he
speaks for railroad men, that it was
exnetly like the La Follette bill which

railrond men wanted and petitioned
for. Miller here stated
falschood when he said railroad men
| wanted the La Follette bill. The
grm»lnnal records show that petitions
[ from railroad brotherhoods all over the

an absolute

prrotesting against the La F ollette
and asking that it be not passed,
Whiteside insisted that the express

men should be protected as well as
the rest,

bill

as they were human.

Ross jumped to Miller's assistance
stating that the bill was not for the
benefit of railroad men but for the pro-
tection of the travelling publie, to pre-

vent wreeks., Turning to
he yells, “*Express men
trains; why didn't you the
mail elerks, or go to the back shop
and put the machivists in the bill?"

This shows what sort of an ignora-
mus Ross He is

Whiteside
do not

inelude

run

is, not aware that

{ mail elerks® legal heurs for the week

are

a long way from

being one hun-
dred and twelve hours the same ns
they want legalize for the train
Crows, athempt to legalize. One
hundred and twelve hours per week for
machinists would mean

or

a general tie
up of every machive or back shop.
The Whiteside amendment was lost
and the Miller bill went through with
whoop,
During the debate on the measure
Miller stated that drew the bhill
up, but it is rather strange that a sim-
ilar bill was introduced in the senate
than two weeks

he

ago; more over,
it was stated around the lobbies of the
hotels that Wm, Wallace, the Northern
Pacifie had drafted a bill to
the sixteen-hour day

that
What railway

,'lllnrru-_\'.
legalize
Miller also said
devised the bill,
Superintendents, managers or
what? One thing is sure, no reselu-
tions were shown coming from the rali-
way brotherhoods, no committees were
representing
or committee

railway men
meny

general

them, no communication
sent by any tele.
graphers’ gunion in Montana asking
that their work day be legally in-
creased four houps per day. Whep
the representatives were asked what
railroad men said it was what rail
roaders wanted, they said Berry,

Berry is a passenger conduetor rum
ning out of Helepa is generally
recognised as a  porfessional
of the Northern Pacifie in suits against
that eorporation.

He is hated by railroad men in gen-
eral, and some of them suspect him
of being a company man, in other
words, a spotter.

This is the man that is quoted as
saying the bill is what the railroader
wants. The bill is undoubtedly a cor-
poration measure, gotten up to fore.
stall the shorter work hours for rail
way employces,

were

and

L e b e e e e e e e e e hhsthtieshehshestbeheribtieieribeheheriheriss kool

of those fow. Can any law be devised

to regulate the price of this commo-
dity? TIf such a law ecan be devised,
then it would be a fprm of what is
termed eonfisention.

When we attempt to confiseate, then
we had infinitely better go the whole
way and take back for the people, for
the use of all the people, that that
NATURE placed on EARTH for the
use of the Song of Men.—George Burke

cfon- |
| bines, therefore

| Resolved by the Retail Merchants'
8. mrmh‘l.\mlnri{ﬂitln of the

Helena Merchants
Turn it Down

b P
in-
the Retail Merchants’

convened

The

troduced before

following re t|u]||l:|mn were
that

last week. They were

Association in Helena
turned down un-
ceremonionsly and nota paper in the
state would print them. The merchants
are terribly alarmed over the big rates
that the railroad trust is able to force

upon them, but when it comes to a
measure thnt would benefit all the
people they are as deaf to it as the
big trusts are to their small interests:

‘“Whereas: The transportation ques-
tion is acknowledged to be the most

important problem before the country,

|and,

Whereas: Government regulation of
transportation rates has proved to be
a failure in dictating to privately
owned railway companies, while indi-
vidual property is protected by the
constitution of the United States, and,

Whereas: All countries that
tried to regulate transportation rates
by law have failed in making satis-
factory regulations to the
interests of the
eral publie,

Whereas:

have

commerecial
country and the gen-
Government  regulation
will prove to be an instrument of fur-
ther granting to the already gigantic
trusts and combines at the expense of
the publie through jexorbitant
charged and the granting of passes to

those who stand as favorites to the
trusts of the ecountry, and,

Whereas: We believe that rate re-
gulation is unjust without ownership
by the government, and,

Wherens: We are opposed to the
trusts, railrond corporations or com-

be it

state of Montann
fuembled that it is
the sense of this convention that our

in convention
Representative in Congress should be
urged to assist in the passage of a bill
favoring the public ownership of the
railroads of the country,
ther
Resolved:
the
respeetfully

and be it fur-

That

of the
point

and

I‘f
we

as an evidence

feasibility ownership,
the

operation

suecessful
railways
Germany,
New Zealand,
and several

ownershi P
ll}’ the
Austria,
Mex ien,
countries
Resolved:

of
following ecountries:
[|witzerland,
Japan, Ttaly other
Further that this question

should be submitted to the people of

the United States for their approval or | o

sieetion.
Adopted,
Respectfully

| o}

submitted,
P. 8. SANDEN.
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Mmers Tnal Again
Put Off

More weary months must the West-

ern Federation officials remain in their
prison cells, The trial is again pas
off —this time gill March European

working men express astonishment a
such enuseless, useless, and unjust des
They ask us if there is no law
to prevent sueh despotice injustice. The
answer is, ‘'‘There It all lies
in the power of the courts.'’

But does not the
mand that all aceused
have a speedy trial?’’
officials—the

lay.
18 none,

constitution de-
persons shall
““Yes, but our
adjutant-general-says ‘fo

hell with the constitution’—the ecom-
gressman ‘to hell with the law.’’?
““Then in the free and demoeratic re-

publie there is no possible way by

which men accused may have a speedy

trial?’’ ““There is no power behind
the eourt. It can delay as it likes.’?

And the Bwiss working man, the
English working man, the German
working man tell of their eoun-
tries across the sea where the
courts are obliged to  bring ae-
cused men to trinl without de-
lny, Yet, here in America men
are legally seized wupon a labor
controversy, and although with attos-
neys at hand and evervthing in readi-
ness they have demanded immediate

trial, they have lain in prison cells for
Innocent mem
tify represent
resistance of labor
and bra-
personnl rights,
zed at wan-
ten violation of her historieal rights,
from the

upwards of two years.
pemecited  beeauss

the and
against outrageo
tal

Ameriea stands ama

protest
I8 oppression
infringement of
such
and the working men mon-
other countries
seemingly inex-
But the situa-

conditions of gov-

archieal institutions of
do not understand the
plieable econtradiction

tion is this: The

ernment oppression and tyvranny have
never before come to an issue against
the working class in America. Fven
in the Debs ease the government made
only a fearful experimental attempt
to use its arm in the game against
labor. The traditions lof freedom,

fairness, and equal opportunity to all
||_'|.Qm" have not been \illlllt(‘.{l
by government The

tradition

u-i---'\'_\'
laws, and courts

class struggle was veiled by

and opportunity. Put the inevitable
clash of interests has come, and the
capitalist ches stands clothed with
authority and the ultimate powers of
| jurisdietion., Tn Europe the working
¢lnss has been on the conscions fight-
ing line. Slowly they have wruang con-
ssions of protection from the ru.’ing
cluss, by united efforts and consolidat-
o demands that have made sovereigns
juake, surrounded by their parlia-
ments. That encroachment upon the
prerogative of power has got to be
ommenced by the American working
clnss, They will be bound hand and
foot if they do not awaken and give
resistanee. Liberal institutions are
nothing. It is t struggle for the
delights of the surplus Arouse, ve
wlaves
Fhe Wiseonsin party has set its goal
for 3,000 membs rs outside of ‘1”\\.‘!“'
kee before the presidential eleetion of
1608,

e L L L ——

NOTES ON MONTANA LEGISLATURE

The word has gome forth that this
is wholly a party legislature. The re
publicans vote solid as a party, Noth

ing can be expected to go through on |
mere merit,

Rumor has it that any
show in the Amalgamted Tenth except
what is favorable to the company., In-
side

nothing has

expect nothing.

yvour handi-work, and be proud of it.

witness |

Eggleston, populist-demoerat, single
taxer-reformer, gave the star spiel at

the Dixon banquet. Verily, Bryan

right when he says, ‘‘we’re all getting |

together.’”” Working men, how
of yon were at the Dixon banquet at
the Grandon?

Judge Henry is hovering around the
legislature fixing up his fences for an-
othar term. It is said he wants his
judieinl distriet fixed up for fear he
won't be eclected.

Hughey Miller is working overtime
to make himself conspicuous and let
‘em know he's there. He is Johnny-
on-the-spot on every possible occasion;
bobs up and reads off motions already
Iiﬂ‘lll'l.l'!‘ll. prances around on floor eom-
mittees, and loses no opportunity to
prove that he can be as valuable a
flunky to the capitalist class as when
he was defending the violation of the
cight-hour law in Livingeton. It is

information states that labor m*ml:
Working men, behold

many |

satd he is plaving the game for next

Ngressmian,

Dixon said in his aece
that it had bed his

|I|r- to private life and earm a com-

jtance !tpr('n'h

n intention to re

.]u-'»-m_\' for a large and rapidly in

(ereasing family, He need waste no re-
grets on that score over broken vows,
The U, 8, Senate

is a ¢lub of million-

aires, with few exeeptions; and Dixon
will probably not be allowed to feel
lonesome by the time his term is out,
ng the competency will in all likelihood
inerease there us fast ns the family

| The \‘h!'!:\\l'ﬂ'l'rll |u,;ru\r!rl|-|1l “com-
I pany of Red Lodge, Montann, successor
to the Ros k‘\ Fork Coal company, puts
the price of lump coal for the new
year at $2.75 per net ton at the mine,

or £3.25 delivered Fhe
cents o ton for mining this,

53
No won

minces get

der there in 8o much sulfering, poverty
To
an unprejudiced observer it wonld look
like

! stance

and misery among the coanl miners,
of Tunaties that this sub-
valunhle hent life

relentlessly  cornered by

n system
LI
Il.'

to make such misery

to vl

should (T
n fow for those

who work and those who use

Do yon think that a
in the population will be
as a worker? If wmo,
|go back east where
| large population?

Inrge inerense
Lf"'”l for vo
don 't
there is already a

Western

why You

Clarion.
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