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That New Railroad Great Enthusiasm 
Slave Bill For Socialists 

Borne of the representa t ives tha t 

vo ted i n f a v o r of the s ixteen-hour day 

f o r r a i l r o a d men imag ine that they 

have done someth ing great and are 

c l a i m i n g that the l a w is a good t h i n g , 

because i t prevents the r a i l r oads f r o m 

w o r k i n g t he i r employees fifty-six hours 

w h i c h has been done i n m a n y cases. 

S u c h statement is e n t i r e l y ron ious . 

The b i l l is f u l l of e x c e p t i o n clauses, 

w h i c h p r a c t i c a l l y annuls the s ix teen-

hour clause except i n case o f the tele­

graph operator. 

T h e a n n u l l i n g claase reads as f o l ­

lows, " p r o v i d e d , however , tha t n o t h i n g 

i n t h i s sect ion sha l l be cons t rued to 

a l low any engineer , flreman, conductor 

or t r a i n m a n to desert h i s locomot ive 

or t r a i n i n case o f acc ident , s torms, 

wrecks , washouts , snow b lockade or 

any unavo idab le de lay a r i s i n g f r o m 

l i k e causes. ' 

A n y r a i l r o a d man knows that n i n e t y 
per cent o f delays , l o n g hours are | 
caused by wha t is embraced i n the 
excep t ion clause. 

M o r e o v e r , o w i n g to the g i g a n t i c ' 
p rob lem \ot t r anspo r t a t i on , w i t h the 
s ingle l ines , l ack of side t r acks , i t i s 
i m p r a c t i c a b l e at present to fix num-1 
ber o f hours per day tha t t r a i n m e n 
should w o r k , except that i t be t w e n t y -
f o u r hours and sneh a l a w as t ha t 
w o u l d be ha i l ed w i t h glee by the em­
p l o y i n g class. 

T h e only way to regula te the hours 
o f t r a i n m e n is to l i m i t the number o f 
hours per week, when a man has 
w o r k e d the l i m i t e d number of hours 
per week then he dues not go out u n t i l 
the b e g i n n i n g of the next week. I n 
th is w a y the t r a i n m a n is a l l o w e d t i m e 
to recuperate , p rov ided , however , that 
the l i m i t of hours w o r k e d per week 
do not reach one hundred ani l t w e l v e , 
l i k e the l i i l l now before the legislat un­
provided,. 

T h e hours of t r a imen i n B r i t a i n are 
l i m i t e d to fifty f o u r hours per w< . k 
and sinee th is l aw went i n to effect the 
numl ie r f t acc idents on the r a i l w a y s 
i n that count ry have decreased to an 
exceed ing ly large degree. 

In the case of the te legraph opera 
tors, t w e l v e hours a day , not to con­
s ider s ix teen hours, is too long f o r a n y 
man to t ransmit orders to t r a i n crews. 
I t i s the long hours o f the opera tor 
that makes a w r e c k of h i m and g i v e 
w r o n g orders that resul ts in r a i l r o a d 
wrecks . E i g h t hours per day is l o n g 
f o r any te legraph opera tor and w h e n 
when the w o r k day of the operators is 
reduced to eight hours, then there w i l l 
be a cor responding decrease i n w r e c k s 
caused by operators* b lunders . 

W e have f a i l e d to see a n y t h i n g i n 
the demo-rcpubo papers c l a i m i n g a n y 
good fea tures of the s ixteen-honr l a w . 
In f ac t they are unable to p r in t a n y 
t h i n g about the b i l l except the t e x t 
of the measure. 

T h e N e w s has i n t e r v i e w e d r a i l w a y 
men and they a l l condemn the measure. 
I t i s safe to say tha t i f the b i l l passes 
the senate nnd receives the g o v e r n o r s ' 
s ignature , that i t w i l l be one of the 
first b i l l s that the w o r k e r s of the s ta te 
w i l l demand a r e f e r e n d u m on under the 
D i r e c t L e g i s l a t i v e l aw when that l a w 
becomes opera t ive . 

N e x t week the N e w s w i l l deal w i t h 
the work of the te legraph operator , 
the condi t ions he w o r k s under as w e l l 
as t h r o w i n g some side l i g h t s on the 
l i f e of the t r a i n m e n i n the west . 

In the municipal e lect ions at Born -

hcim, near F r a n k f o r t on M a i n , our com­

rades r ecen t ly doubled the number of 

their represen ta t ives in the c o u n c i l — 

w i n n i n g three seats—despite m prop­

erty q u a l i f i c a t i o n of $300. In the prov-

incse o f B r a n d e n b u r g , at Zehden ich , 

two comrades were elected, w i t h a ma­

j o r i t y o f 50, in to the c o m m u n a l coun­

c i l . I n A l t l u s s h e i m , i n Baden , the so­

c ia l democra t i c l i s t won w i t h 114 to 

115 votes , the bourgeois opponents get­

t ing 69 to 70. In Essen our vote at 

the m u n i c i p a l e lcc t ious rose f r o m 1,492 

in 1904, to 2,238 i n 1906; i n a suburb 

of E s s e n , f r o m HO i n 1903 to 299 i n 

1906. T h e other par t ies , i n c l u d i n g t*he 

Ca tho l i c s , have a l l lost votes . 

I n S t r aa sbu rg i t has beeu r e s ' d / e d to 
pub l i sh our pa r ty organ , -the F r e i e 
Presse, i n a F r e n c h as w e l l as s Ger ­
man e d i t i o n . 

T o g i v e an ides of wha t a power 
our p a r t y has become i n B e r l i n : O n 
the day o f the d i s so lu t ion o f the 
re ichs tag , when our par ty organ had 
no more news than any other, a l l cop­
ies were so ld out o f the V o r w a e r t s . A l l 
people in the t r a in s i n s t i n c t i v e l y ca l led 
for the V o r w a e r t s , copies were sold at 
1 m a r k ( I s . ) , ins tead of ."> p f . ( l - 2 d . ) , 
ani l at the ca fe s spec ia l t i p s were p a i d 
to t h e wa i t e r s to secure a copy (and 
that i n ca fe s where the V o r w a e r t s is 
t aken in severa l copies) . The worke r s 
were lint those who made the demand 
— t h e y had the i r copies in t he i r pock­
ets-—but the bourgeois ie had only one 
in s t i nc t , v i z . , to k r o w wha t the most 
p o w e r f u l pa r t y i n ( l e rn iany had to 
say on the quest ion. 

N e v e r has there been an e lec t ion , 
perhaps, in wh ich the social democracy-
has been comple te ly left to i t s e l f as 
this one. M o r e and more c lear every 
day is the bond w h i c h uni tes a l l bour­
geois par t ies of all c o l o n in common 
h o s t i l i t y to us. We Ml Hktl r ad ica l s 
and nit rn . n t i s e i \ at i w * t 'ormiir, ' htH< 
ances f o r common candida tures nt the 
first ballot. Tha t may even lose us 
c e r t a i n seats, but it lays the founda­
tion o f a future v i c t o r y so much the 
more c e r t a in ly as it implies the ac tua l 
b a n k r u p t c y of the bourgeois l i b e r a l 

«. T h e y declare t he i r own i m 
pot.•n.e ami t h r o w their p r i n c i p l e s 
ove rboa rd .—Jus t i c e . 

Franchise Grab 
Big Corporations Seeking to Deliver 

Montana Into Hands of Octopus 
Through a Sneak 

Kaiser '* Son. 
A s i f K a i s e r W i l l i e l m d i d not have 

t roubles enough w i t h the w i c k e d soc ia l ­

ists, now P r i n c e August W i l h e l m , the 

M l i son, has been caught t r i f l i n g 

w i t h soc ia l i sm a n d is to be shipped to 

the F n i t e d S ta tes to fo rge t h is f a d . 

A u g u s t W i l h e l m has be t rayed great ad­

m i r a t i o n f o r B e l i e l . the lender of par­

l i amen t , and ac tua l l y a t t empted to go 

to w o r k f o r a l i v i n g on a soc ia l i s t 

comic paper in B e r l i n . Thereupon the 

k a i s e r fiercely c lu tched at h i s mus­

tache, swore a lot of " donnorwete r s ' -

am) dec ided to trot the p r i m I to 

A m e r i c a . If that punishment doesn ' t 
cure < I ussio of his e v i l Iiabit9 of p o k i n g 
his nose into economic questions then 
he Is to be m a r r i e d off to P r incess 
A l e x a n d r i a V i c t o r i a v o n Sch le swig -
H o l s t e i n S o n d o n b u r g ( i u c c k s b u r g . Tha t 
ought to ho ld August W i l h e l m f o r 
keeps. - C i t i z e n . 

Child Labor Bill 
D u r i n g the l e g i s l a t i v e assembly of 

1905 an ef for t was made to sneak 

th rough a b i l l tha t w o u l d lega l ize c h i l d 

labor , bu t the un ion men of H e l e n a 

got w o r d of same and f o u g h t the meas­

ure so ha rd tha t the b i l l was k i l l e d . 

T h i s year an e f for t is b e i n g made to 

sneak through a measure that w i l l help 

create c h i l d l abor i n M o n t a n a . 
T h e measure i n p a r t i c u l a r has been 

in t roduced b y M i l l e r of L e w i s k C l a r k 
w h i c h seeks to repeal the act creat­
i n g the bureau o f "hiid a n d a n i m a l pro­
tec t ion . T h i s bu /oau is the i P ' * t ef­
f e c t i v e >tflco 1»» p r e v e n t i n g c h i l l l abor . 
T h e pres ident t a s more than o m o 
t a k e n c h i l d r e n of t h s - «.n years o ld 
of the mines of QSMMSi county and 
recen t ly prosec i ,» i * saloon kee;ier in 
B u t t e f o r emp > r n , » a boy on lor six­
teen as bart> ndor. Kei b e i n g sb!« 'o 
co r rup t the pres ident o f the bureau of 
c h i l d and a n i m a l p ro tec t ion , thn cor­
pora t ions seek to abo l i sh the off ice. 

W a t c h the outcome on th is moasure 
nnd how your represen ta t ives vo te . 

Loca l Eos Ange les has declared fo r 
a general s t r i k e as a protest agninst 
the M o y c r - H a y w o d - P e t t i b o n o o u t r a g e 

Bern Elections 
A t the c i t y e lec t ion i n B e r n , S w i t z e r ­

l a n d , the soc ia l i s t s po l l ed 45 per cent 

o f the t o t s l vo te and e lec ted 9 repre­

s e n t a t i v e s one o f 20, the l i be ra l s 7 

a n d the conserva t ives 4. So the so-

c i a l i s t a are the strongest p a r t y i n the 

c a p i t a l c i t y of S w i t z e r l a n d and soon 

t h e y w i l l have the m a j o r i t y . 
I n B e r n , as i n many other c i t i es of 

S w i t z e r l a n d , ex i s t s the p ropor t iona l 
e l e c t i o n sys tem. F o r those who sre 
not versed i n i t there f o l o w s a short 
e x p l a n a t i o n . F o r ins tance: There are 
20 members to be e lected a n d the re­
p u b l i c a n s , democrats and socia l i s t s are 
i n the field. E a c h pa r t y pu ts 20 names 
on i t s t i c k e t . T h e to t a l vo te is 10,000, 
or 500 f o r each candidate . T h e aver-
ago vo te on the soc ia l i s t t i cke t i s 
4,500, t h i s b e i n g 9 t imes 500 means 
that the 9 cand ida te w i t h the h ighes t 
vo te on. the soc ia l i s t t i c k e t w i l l be 
eeeted. T h e r epub l i c an pol l an aver-
ngo vote o f 3,500; t h i s is 7 t imes 500 
n n d the 7 r epub l icans w i t h the h ighes t 
vo te are elected. The denviera tb ' can­
d ida te s get 2,000 votes on the average 
a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y they elect 4 mem­
bers. The re have to be l a rge e lec t ion 
d i s t r i c t s to m a k e the p ropor t iona l sys­
tem w o r k s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 

There is an innocent l i t t l e b i l l be 

fo r e the l eg i s la tu re at present, i t i s 

House B i l l N o . 34, and in t roduced by 

M a n c h e s t e r (rep.) of B u t t e . 

T h e b i l l is f o r tne benefit of f r s n -
ehise g r a b b i n g corpora t ions and seeks 
to amend a law passed in 190.1. The 
leg is la ture of tha t year passed one o f 
the best l aws on the M o n t a n a s tatutes . 
The law i n ques t ion prevents any c i t y 
counci l f r o m g i v i n g a w a y a f r anch i se . 
A n d no co rpo ra t i on r a n get a f r a n c h i s e 
unless the people b y a r e f e r endum vote 
decide i n their f a v o r . 

B e f o r e the passage of th i s l aw cor­
pora t ions cou ld get a f r a n c h i s e f o r a 
song, and there exs is ted a c o n t i n u a l 
war between the people and the c i t y 
counc i l s on the ques t ion o f g i v i n g away 
f ranch i ses . 

S ince the l aw went in to effect v e r y 
f e w f r anch i se s have been g ran t ed cor­
p o r a t i o n * In n e a r l y e v e r y ins t ance 
the vo te rs have vo ted agains t g i v i n g 
away a f r a n c h i s e regardless o f the i n ­
ducements the corpora t ions migh t offer . 
In f a c t the g i v i n g a w a y o f f r anch i se s 
has become a lost ar t i n M o n t a n a . 

M o r e o v e r c i t y counc i l s w i l l not sub­
mi t to the voters a quest ion ' of g i v i n g 
away a f r anch i se , unless the corpora­
t i o n d e s i r i n g same, puts up enough 
money to pay the cost of the e lec t ion . 
T h i s coupled w i t h the f a c t tha t the 
people w o n ' t g i v e away f r anch i s e s , 
has dampened the c r a v i n g ob su l i -
m i t t i n g the ques t ion to a vote o f the 
people. 

The c a p i t a l i s t s are now s q u e a l i n g 
and s q u i r m i n g against such a l a w and 
they dare not open ly appeal i t . but 
they have t he i r henchmen at w o r k t ry­
i n g to a t tach an innocent l i t t l e r ide r 
to the l a w . 

The r i de r or the M a n c h e s t e r amend 
ment is to the effect that a f t e r I cor­
pora t ion has secured a f r a n c h i s e or 
any e x i s t i n g f r a n c h i s e , the same can 
be ex tended by the c i t y c o u n c i l wi th ­
out s u b m i t t i n g ithe q^iontion to the 
voters f o r t he i r a p p r o v a l or r e j ec t ion . 

I f it i s a good t h i n g f o r the people 
to vote on a l l f r a n c h i s e g i f t s , then it 
is equa l ly as good a t h i n g f o r them 
to vote on e x t e n d i n g the f r a n c h i s e 

The B u t t e Street, f a r company which 
is owned by Sena to r ("lark, the copper 
k i n g , is w o r k i n g hard f o r i ts passage 
and they have a p o w e r f u l l o b b y at 
w o r k i n H e l e n a . 

M a n a g e r W h a r t o n , o f the But te 
street ears, appeared be fo re the com 
mit tee a m i sa id that i f they wanted 
to ex tend the i r l ines two b locks , the 
quest ion had to be s u b m i t t e d to the 
1 pie and it w o u l d cost $2,500 to pay 
the e lec t ion expenses. A l l they wanted 
was to extend the i r l ines a quar ter of 
a m i l e and i f the l a w as changed, the 
c i t y counc i l of B u t t e w o u l d gran t them 
the pe rmi t to ex tend t h e i r l ines wi th ­
out r e f e r r i n g i t to the voters o f But te 
and the Street C a r company would not 
be out the $2,500 e lec t ion B S p s M i I 
O f course, M r . W h a r t o n d id not state 
how much i t w o u l d eost to trent the 
old p a r t y members of the c o u n c i l a f t e r 
they gave the Street C a r company the 
permit . Senator C l a r k a n d other eapi-
l is ts k n o w tha t thev can con t ro l the 

ma jo r i t y of a c i t y c o u n c i l when they 
cannot control the m a j o r i t y o f the 
vo tcr f . 

C i t y counci ls h a t e sold f ranchises , 
but the m a j o r i t y of tne people, w h i l e 
they can be foo l ed occas ional ly , can 
never be bought. 

Other interests that are behind th is 
measure, are the large e lec t r ic power 
companies of the state. The S tanda rd 
O i l interests are d a m m i n g up the r ive r s 
o f the state, a n d b u i l d i n g immense 
power plants and d i s t r i b u t i n g the elec­
t r i c power i n a rad ius of over one hun­
dred miles f r o m the cen t r a l s ta t ion , 
and are endeavor ing to secure a mon-
ojKily of the e lec t r i c l i g h t and power 
b y ge t t ing f r anch i see i n the var ious 
e i t ies of the s tate . 

Where they cannot get a f r anch i se 
they buy up the e x i s t i n g f ranch ise— 
i f there is one. T h e y are e rec t ing 
the i r poles and s t r i n g i n g the i r w i r e s 
a l l over the s ta te . T h e y are l i g h t i n g 
up at n ight the moun ta in passes and 
the prair ies (mi l e s f r o m any town) to 
a l low night c r ews to w o r k on the r a i l 
road cons t ruc t ion that is now g o i n g 
on in this state. 

The E l e c t r i c P o w e r company is p lan­
n i n g to secure f r anch i se s , and raids s re 
to be made on var ious c i t i es of the 
state, and the passage of this amend­
ment w i l l make the w o r k easier f o r 
t icm. Then a l l they w i l l have to say 
is, "We just want a pe rmi t to ere. t 
sjsjf row of poles and s t r i n g wires so 
we .an pass th rough your c i t y . " I f 
the people vote to g ive them that, 
then they can proceed to buy up the 
c i t y counci l and get a permi t to erect 
poles and s t r i ng wi res a l l over the c i t y 
without the same b e i n g submi t ted to 
a vote of the people. T h i s amendment 
is l ike the o ld f a b l e of the camel. H e 
'•"gged his master K> le t h im put h i s 
nose into the tent because i t was so 
co ld outside. T h i s pormisrtiiin b r i n g 
k i n d l y granted, he then begged to put 
his head in. The master protested on 
account of the smal lness of the tent, 
but finally y i e l d e d to persuasion 
Whereupon the camel sa id the warmth 
was so agreeable ttiat he pushed his 
whole body in , and s ince there was 
not room f o r two pushed the master 
out. 

It is i n s p i r i n g nnd prophetic to 
hear the discussions among the people 
of any c i ty when a quest ion has been 
submi t t ed to grant a corpora t ion a 
f ranch ise . E v e r y w h e r e one hears the 
remarks , " V o t e against the f ranch ise , 
we w i l l run that business ourselves 
some day ." 

T h i s is the sent iment that is among 
the masses. T h i s is the sentiment that 
the cap i ta l i s t fears . T h i s is the sen­
t iment they w i o ld c rush out by pnssing 
th is amendment . 

" W e w i l l r un that business ourselves 
some d a y , " how h o p e f u l in this waste 
o f commerc ia l i sm are these words. 

Vos! but it w i l l never be as long as 
the workers elect to office the f l unkeys 
and h i r e l ings of the f ranch i se grab­
b i n g parasi tes. 

"We w i l l run that business ourselves 
some d a y . " Ves, w h e n and only when 
u rn elect a m a j o r i t y o f social is ts to 
govern the s tate . 

German Elections Gambling Law Dis 
Misrepresented turbs Solons 

The associated press reports of the 
t i e rman e lec t ions are to the effect that 
the soc ia l i s t s have been defea ted and 
the K a i s e r v i c to r ious . The reports as 
publ i shed in the cap i t a l i s t papers arc 
m i s l e a d i n g and show a n y t h i n g hut a 
socia l i s t defea t . T h e socia l is ts lost 
19 seats and gained one. T h i s would 
mean that they have elected s ix ty-
three members and w i l l contest seven­
ty - f ive seats i n the second bal lot , of 
w h i c h the oppos i t ion concedes t i n t 
they w i l l w i n nineteen. W h i c h i f they 
do w i l l g i v e them e i g h t y - t w o members 
in the R e i c h s t a g or one more than he-
fore . T h e socal is ts have elected m<«rc 
on the first ba l lo t t h a n they d id at the 
e lec t ion and they also go i n t o the sec-
cond ba l lo t i n more d i s t r i c t s than be­
fore , besides inc reas ing the i r v-ite 
f r o m ten to fifteen per cent . 

H o w e v e r , the reports t ha t are at 
hand , are un re l i ab l e and we w i l l have 
to w a i t f o r more def in i te i n fo rma t ion , 
w h i c h we be l i eve w i l l show more fav­
orab le re turns f o r our G e r m a n com­
rades. 

T h e K a i s e r was b a d l y scared as to 
the outcome o f the e lec t ion and i f the 
soc ia l i s t s d i d not p o l l as la rge a vote 
as the K a i s e r expected t h e y would , be 
w o u l d n a t u r a l l y consider the social is ts 
de fea ted . H o w e v e r , i f i t should hap­
pen that the K a i s e r has checkmated 
the soc ia l i s t s , we c a n re ly on it that 
onr comrades were repulsed not routed. 

It is a m u s i n g to read the cap i ta l i s t 
papers of th i s count ry , h o w g l e e f u l l v 
they gloat over the supposed defeat 
and how they show the i r sympathies to 
be w i t h the roya l snob o f Europ \ a. 
man despised by al l Eu rope . The Br i t 
ish n a v y has been looked on f o r years 
as the po l iceman of Europe , but th is 
d i s t i n c t i o n must be shared by the so­
c i a l i s t s of ( l e rn iany , as they more than 
any one else, have res t ra ined the i ron 
hand of Empero r W i l l i a m . 

L o c a l T a c o m a sends out a conveni­
ent l i t t l e c a r d f o l d e r a d v e r t i s i n g a 
series of five socialist meetings by 
V i n c e n t H a r p e r , b e g i n n i n g on J a n . 15 
and c l o s i n g Feb . 12. The lectures are 
g iven at ( ler tnauia I.all .u .d 15 cents 
a d m i s i o n is charged. M u s i c w i l l be 
g i v e n at the lectures. The subjects are: 
M a n or M a c h i n e , W o m a n or Wns'ntub. 
C h i l d or C h a t t e l . R e v o l u t i o n or E v o 
1 u t ion . The D a w n . 

The gambl ing law of M o n t a n a i s 

p r o v i n g a source of in te res t ing byp lay 

in the l eg i s l a tu re . The republ icans 

are m a k i n g a scape g> at of the dem­

ocrat Governor Toole and l a y i n g the 
shameless fa rce o f the v i o l a t i o n of the 
g a m b l i n g law throughout the state, 

and especial ly i n He lena , upon the gov­

e r n o r ' s execu t ive shoulders. T h e y in­

t roduced a measure m a k i n g h i m re­
sponsible f o r the enforcement o f the 
l aw . Whi tes ide , of F l a t h e a d , a dem­

ocrat , moved to amend by i n se r t i ng 

G a l e n ' s ( r epub l i can) name f o r Too le ' s . 

T h e republ ican amalgamated so l id set 
d o w n on that p rompt ly . T h e y ' l l blame 

Toole , their p o l i t i c a l opponent, but tha 
w h i t e dove republ ican must be l e f t un­

t a in t ed by the samo offense. 

T h i s l eg i s l a t ive business is one o f 
the most brazen impos i t ion upon the 
w o r k i n g class o f an the i n f amies o f 
the rule over t h e m b y the exploi ters . 
T h e legislatures are s i m p l y to c lench 
the exp lo i t s t i on b y the rulers , w i t h the 
show of a machine . T h e y do no th ing 
of any social va lue . T h e y put up men 
of s t raw and k n o c k them down aga in . 
T h e y amend a n d resolute, and t a l k 
f o o l i s h l y , and t u r n down what they 
t a l k about, and a d j o u r n , and put i n 
t i m e ; and e v e r y t h i n g they do common 
sense would set t le in a f e w momen t s ' 
t ime. The state wou ld be in i n f i n i t e l y -
bet ter shape i f they never met at a l l 
— i f there was no legis la ture whatever , 
say f o r ten years . A l l they do is to 
waste a lot of money to g i v e a lot o f 
g r a f t e r s a job . and the state interests 
are no w h i t f u r t h e r advanced . T h e 
meet , g ive a show of popular acquies-
i . i i c i to the deeds that the cap i t a l i s t s 
wish to do f o r t l n i r own profi t . A n d 
t h i n it is another way to waste the 
M i r p l u s that the workers create. I t 
rea l ly is not much mat ter to the work­
ers to what l eng th they go. The more 
o ld , was t e fu l a n d unrighteous are t h e n 
methods the sooner w i l l the workers 
see how helpless is the i r state u n t i l 
they themselves take a hand in mould­
ing their a f f a i r s . T w o or three social­
ists in each leg is la ture mark tho en­
trance of the w e d g - whieh .vi l l r> nd 
the r i r k o f e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

WYOMING EIGHT HOUR LAW 
Three months ago the supreme court 

of W y o m i n g dec la red the eight-hour 

law o f that s tate uncons t i t u t i ona l , a l ­

though the l a w had been on the sta­

tutes fifteen years ago. T h e law was 

be ing v i o l a t e d and no ef for t to enforce 

same was b e i n g made b y the officers 

of the law and i t was a ha rd matter 

to get a case aga ins t any mine owner 

or co rpo ra t i on f o r t r i a l . 

In order to make a test case, a 

un ion m i n e r agreed to have the union 

b r i n g su i t aga ins t h i m , w h i c h resulted 

i n the case b e i n g dec ided agains t the 

union and the e ight -hour l aw declared 

uncons t i t u t i ona l . 

T h e coal mine r s of W y o m i n g have 
h s d a n e ight -hour l a w f o r miners d ra f t ­
ed nnd sent a s t r o n g l o b b y to Chey­
enne to w o r k f o r the enactment of the 
same b y the present l e g i s l a t i v e as­
sembly . 

T h e l e g i s l a t i v e commi t tee on cap i ta l 
and l abor havo passed the b i l l up to 
the a t to rney genernl of W y o m i n g f o r 
an o p i n i o n b e f o r e t a k i n g ac t ion on 
snme. 

T h e r e nro no soc ia l i s t s in the W y o ­
m i n g l eg i s l a tu r e ; had the workers of 

that state e lec ted a bunch of soc ia l i s t s 
representa t ives there w o u l d havo been 
no necessi ty o f s e n d i n g a lobby to 
w o r k f o r a labor measure. 

W e do not hear o f a lobby b e i n g 
sent to the l eg i s l a tu re of Wisco t i s in 
since the soc ia l i s t s elected a delega­
t ion . 

It used to be a common t h i n g f o r 
the B r i t i s h unions to send a lobby end 
pe t i t ions to the House of Commons, 
but the B r i t i s h un ion men got wise , 
elected t h i r t y - e i g h t socia l is ts and those 
th i r ty -e igh t M . P.s now f o r m the l obby 
and each one o f them represents a 
good fighting p e t i t i o n . 

I t i s imposs ib le to t e l l s t th is t ime 
how the W y o m i n g e ight hour l aw w i l l 
f a re , but I f the l eg i s la to rs of W y o m i n g 
are a n y t h i n g l i k e the M o n t a n a ones 
we can expect the b i l l to be amended 
m a k i n g s i x t een hours the legal w o r k 
day i n mines 

The soc ia l i s t p a r t y at C i n c i n n s t i , at 

i t s recent conven t ion elected a new 

c i t y c e n t r a l commit toe , w i t h D a i s y 

C o n k l l n as secre tary and N i c h o l a s 

K l e i n as c h a i r m a n . W . J . M i l l a r d is 

the e l t y o rgan ize r . A n act ive lecture 

campaign is b e i n g ou t l ined . 

F r o m Japanese Socialists 
Dear Comrades—I have been in­

s t ruc ted b y the representat ives of the 

socia l i s t p a r t y i n J a p a n to f o r w a r d 

the enclosed mat ter to y o u f o r publ ica­

t ion , and to send copies to a l l pr in­

c i p a l socia l i s t papers i n the K n i f e d 

S ta tes and to na t iona l headquarters at 

Ch icago . 

The socia l i s t papers i n Amer i ca do 
not seem qui te clear in t h e i r general a.1** 
t i tude t o w a r d the .Tapnnese expulsion 
quest ion, nnd the comrades of J apan 
are a s k i n g whether or not A m e r i c a n 
socia l i s t s are go ing to be true to the 
exhor t a t i on of M a r x — " W o r k i n g m e n 
of a l l countr ies , u n i t e " — o r whether 
they are to encourage content ion and 
d i v i s i o n on the g round o f race preju­
dice. F r a t e r n a l l y yours , 

K . KANEKO. 

Toronto, a t own or .1)0,(100, p, ||,>,| 
8,000 f o r the soc ia l i <t candidate t o r 
mayor . 

B e r l i n . J a n . 14.—The seventh con 
gres of the S i l e s i a n social demo­
cra ts was held at Prague d u r i n g Chr i s t ­
mas week. T h e off icial report of the 
par ty shows that the par ty now has 
I."17 organiza t ions , wh i l e in 1!*M i t 
had only 1,075. The to ta l number o f 
members i n these 1,517 organiza t ions is 
99,098. 

The report a l so shows that the pa r t y 
ha* sixteen political papers, three o f 
which are da i l i es , and one a month ly 
rev iew. " A c a d e m y , " which is publ i sh­
ed in W i . n. 

The par ty p u b l i s h i n g house i§ re­
ported as p u b l i s h i n g large numbers of 
b o o k s and pamphlets on sc ient i f ic sub-
juces. some o f w h i c h are o r i g i n a l 
works whi le others are repr in ts and 
t ransla t ions f r o m fo re ign languages 

The ag i t a t ion commit tee reported 
that l u r i n g the year .10,000 meetings 
f o r agi ta t ion purposes were held. D u r ­
i n g the year 3.1">9 people came i n con­
flict w i t h the pol ice. O f these 2,748 
were sentenced to short terms o f i m ­
prisonment. T h e papers of the pa r t y 
were ennfiseated b y the government 
212 t imes in that per iod , and the edi­
tors were in .13 cases impr isoned f o r 
periods r a n g i n g to f r o m 27 days to s i x 
months — C h i c a g o Soc ia l i s t . 

COUNTRY DIVIDED INTO DISTRICTS 
The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Commi t t ee 

has made arangements to concentrate 
i ts resources upon o rgan iza t ion instead 
of upon mere lectures, as i n the past. 
F o r th i s purpose the c o u n t r y hat been 
s u b d i v i d e d into nineten dis t r ic ts , as 
f o l l o w s : 

F i r s t— Connecticut) . Masach i i se t t s , 
V e r m o n t , M i a n e , N e w Hampsh i re , 
Rhode I s l a n d (s tato elect ions 1907 i q 
Massachuse t t s and Rhode Islni-d) . 

S e c o n d — N e w Y o r k , N e w J e i s t y and 
D e l a w a r e stalte e lec t ions in N e w 
Je rsey . 

T h i r d - — P e n n s y l v a n i a , M a r y l a n d nnd 
Wes t V i r g i n i a (state elect ions lv»07 i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a and M a r y l a n d ) . 

F o u r t h — O h i o and K e n t u c k y ' s t a te 
e lect ions 1007 bo th s tn tes) . 

F i f t h — M i c h i g a n and Ind iana . 
S i x t h — W i s c o n s i n and M i n n c * i M , 
Seven th—Tl ino i s and Iowa . 
E i g h t h - M i s s o u r i and Arkansas . 
N i n t h — N e b r a s k a and KsMBS 
T e n t h -Ok lahoma nnd Texas. 
E l e v e n t h — M o n t a n a nnd Idnhn. 
T w e l f t h — A r i z o n a and N e w V e x i . - o . 
T h i r t e e n t h — C o l o r a d o and W y o m ­

i n g . 
F o u r t e e n t h — N o r t h D a k o t a a n d 

South D a k o t a . 
F i f t e e n t h — W a s h i n g t o n and Oregon 

S i x t e e n t h — C a l i f o r n i a , N e v a d a , and 
I ' tah. 

S e v e n t e e n t h — V i r g i n i a , N o r t h Ca ro 
l i n a and South C a r o l i n a . 

Eighteenth—Tennessee , M i s s i s s i p p i , 
and Lou i s i ana . 

N ine t een th—Georg i a , A l a b a m a , and 
F l o r i d a . 

M . W . W i l l i a m s has been assigned 
to the first d i s t r ic t , Isaac Cowan to 
the t h i r d , and J o h n Co l l i n s to the 
f o u r t h . E f f o r t has been made to con 
centrate the work i n states ho ld ing 
eh i l ions in 1907. 

Comrades- We bel ieve that, tho ex 
pulsion quest ion of the Japanese la> 
borers i n C a l i f o r n i a is much due to 
r ac ia l p re jud ice . The Japanese so­
c ia l i s t par ty , therefore , hopes that the 
A m e r i c a n socia l is t pa r t y w i l l endeavor 
to b r i n g tho question to a sa t i s f ac to ry 
issue in accordance w i t h the s p i r i t o f 
in te rna t iona l u n i t y among w o r k i n g 
men. W e also ask the Amer i can social­
is t pnr ty to nequnint us w i t h i ts opin 
ion as to th is quest ion. 

(Signed ) D . K o t o k u , T. S a k a l , K . 
N i s h i k a w a . Care o f Heiminsh : i , V o . 7, 
Roktnhome, flhlntomieho, K i b i a s n l , 
T o k l o . J apan . 
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That New Railroad Great Enthusiasm 
Slave Bill For Socialists 

Borne of the representa t ives tha t 

vo ted i n f a v o r of the s ixteen-hour day 

f o r r a i l r o a d men imag ine that they 

have done someth ing great and are 

c l a i m i n g that the l a w is a good t h i n g , 

because i t prevents the r a i l r oads f r o m 

w o r k i n g t he i r employees fifty-six hours 

w h i c h has been done i n m a n y cases. 

S u c h statement is e n t i r e l y ron ious . 

The b i l l is f u l l of e x c e p t i o n clauses, 

w h i c h p r a c t i c a l l y annuls the s ix teen-

hour clause except i n case o f the tele­

graph operator. 

T h e a n n u l l i n g claase reads as f o l ­

lows, " p r o v i d e d , however , tha t n o t h i n g 

i n t h i s sect ion sha l l be cons t rued to 

a l low any engineer , flreman, conductor 

or t r a i n m a n to desert h i s locomot ive 

or t r a i n i n case o f acc ident , s torms, 

wrecks , washouts , snow b lockade or 

any unavo idab le de lay a r i s i n g f r o m 

l i k e causes. ' 

A n y r a i l r o a d man knows that n i n e t y 
per cent o f delays , l o n g hours are | 
caused by wha t is embraced i n the 
excep t ion clause. 

M o r e o v e r , o w i n g to the g i g a n t i c ' 
p rob lem \ot t r anspo r t a t i on , w i t h the 
s ingle l ines , l ack of side t r acks , i t i s 
i m p r a c t i c a b l e at present to fix num-1 
ber o f hours per day tha t t r a i n m e n 
should w o r k , except that i t be t w e n t y -
f o u r hours and sneh a l a w as t ha t 
w o u l d be ha i l ed w i t h glee by the em­
p l o y i n g class. 

T h e only way to regula te the hours 
o f t r a i n m e n is to l i m i t the number o f 
hours per week, when a man has 
w o r k e d the l i m i t e d number of hours 
per week then he dues not go out u n t i l 
the b e g i n n i n g of the next week. I n 
th is w a y the t r a i n m a n is a l l o w e d t i m e 
to recuperate , p rov ided , however , that 
the l i m i t of hours w o r k e d per week 
do not reach one hundred ani l t w e l v e , 
l i k e the l i i l l now before the legislat un­
provided,. 

T h e hours of t r a imen i n B r i t a i n are 
l i m i t e d to fifty f o u r hours per w< . k 
and sinee th is l aw went i n to effect the 
numl ie r f t acc idents on the r a i l w a y s 
i n that count ry have decreased to an 
exceed ing ly large degree. 

In the case of the te legraph opera 
tors, t w e l v e hours a day , not to con­
s ider s ix teen hours, is too long f o r a n y 
man to t ransmit orders to t r a i n crews. 
I t i s the long hours o f the opera tor 
that makes a w r e c k of h i m and g i v e 
w r o n g orders that resul ts in r a i l r o a d 
wrecks . E i g h t hours per day is l o n g 
f o r any te legraph opera tor and w h e n 
when the w o r k day of the operators is 
reduced to eight hours, then there w i l l 
be a cor responding decrease i n w r e c k s 
caused by operators* b lunders . 

W e have f a i l e d to see a n y t h i n g i n 
the demo-rcpubo papers c l a i m i n g a n y 
good fea tures of the s ixteen-honr l a w . 
In f ac t they are unable to p r in t a n y 
t h i n g about the b i l l except the t e x t 
of the measure. 

T h e N e w s has i n t e r v i e w e d r a i l w a y 
men and they a l l condemn the measure. 
I t i s safe to say tha t i f the b i l l passes 
the senate nnd receives the g o v e r n o r s ' 
s ignature , that i t w i l l be one of the 
first b i l l s that the w o r k e r s of the s ta te 
w i l l demand a r e f e r e n d u m on under the 
D i r e c t L e g i s l a t i v e l aw when that l a w 
becomes opera t ive . 

N e x t week the N e w s w i l l deal w i t h 
the work of the te legraph operator , 
the condi t ions he w o r k s under as w e l l 
as t h r o w i n g some side l i g h t s on the 
l i f e of the t r a i n m e n i n the west . 

In the municipal e lect ions at Born -

hcim, near F r a n k f o r t on M a i n , our com­

rades r ecen t ly doubled the number of 

their represen ta t ives in the c o u n c i l — 

w i n n i n g three seats—despite m prop­

erty q u a l i f i c a t i o n of $300. In the prov-

incse o f B r a n d e n b u r g , at Zehden ich , 

two comrades were elected, w i t h a ma­

j o r i t y o f 50, in to the c o m m u n a l coun­

c i l . I n A l t l u s s h e i m , i n Baden , the so­

c ia l democra t i c l i s t won w i t h 114 to 

115 votes , the bourgeois opponents get­

t ing 69 to 70. In Essen our vote at 

the m u n i c i p a l e lcc t ious rose f r o m 1,492 

in 1904, to 2,238 i n 1906; i n a suburb 

of E s s e n , f r o m HO i n 1903 to 299 i n 

1906. T h e other par t ies , i n c l u d i n g t*he 

Ca tho l i c s , have a l l lost votes . 

I n S t r aa sbu rg i t has beeu r e s ' d / e d to 
pub l i sh our pa r ty organ , -the F r e i e 
Presse, i n a F r e n c h as w e l l as s Ger ­
man e d i t i o n . 

T o g i v e an ides of wha t a power 
our p a r t y has become i n B e r l i n : O n 
the day o f the d i s so lu t ion o f the 
re ichs tag , when our par ty organ had 
no more news than any other, a l l cop­
ies were so ld out o f the V o r w a e r t s . A l l 
people in the t r a in s i n s t i n c t i v e l y ca l led 
for the V o r w a e r t s , copies were sold at 
1 m a r k ( I s . ) , ins tead of ."> p f . ( l - 2 d . ) , 
ani l at the ca fe s spec ia l t i p s were p a i d 
to t h e wa i t e r s to secure a copy (and 
that i n ca fe s where the V o r w a e r t s is 
t aken in severa l copies) . The worke r s 
were lint those who made the demand 
— t h e y had the i r copies in t he i r pock­
ets-—but the bourgeois ie had only one 
in s t i nc t , v i z . , to k r o w wha t the most 
p o w e r f u l pa r t y i n ( l e rn iany had to 
say on the quest ion. 

N e v e r has there been an e lec t ion , 
perhaps, in wh ich the social democracy-
has been comple te ly left to i t s e l f as 
this one. M o r e and more c lear every 
day is the bond w h i c h uni tes a l l bour­
geois par t ies of all c o l o n in common 
h o s t i l i t y to us. We Ml Hktl r ad ica l s 
and nit rn . n t i s e i \ at i w * t 'ormiir, ' htH< 
ances f o r common candida tures nt the 
first ballot. Tha t may even lose us 
c e r t a i n seats, but it lays the founda­
tion o f a future v i c t o r y so much the 
more c e r t a in ly as it implies the ac tua l 
b a n k r u p t c y of the bourgeois l i b e r a l 

«. T h e y declare t he i r own i m 
pot.•n.e ami t h r o w their p r i n c i p l e s 
ove rboa rd .—Jus t i c e . 

Franchise Grab 
Big Corporations Seeking to Deliver 

Montana Into Hands of Octopus 
Through a Sneak 

Kaiser '* Son. 
A s i f K a i s e r W i l l i e l m d i d not have 

t roubles enough w i t h the w i c k e d soc ia l ­

ists, now P r i n c e August W i l h e l m , the 

M l i son, has been caught t r i f l i n g 

w i t h soc ia l i sm a n d is to be shipped to 

the F n i t e d S ta tes to fo rge t h is f a d . 

A u g u s t W i l h e l m has be t rayed great ad­

m i r a t i o n f o r B e l i e l . the lender of par­

l i amen t , and ac tua l l y a t t empted to go 

to w o r k f o r a l i v i n g on a soc ia l i s t 

comic paper in B e r l i n . Thereupon the 

k a i s e r fiercely c lu tched at h i s mus­

tache, swore a lot of " donnorwete r s ' -

am) dec ided to trot the p r i m I to 

A m e r i c a . If that punishment doesn ' t 
cure < I ussio of his e v i l Iiabit9 of p o k i n g 
his nose into economic questions then 
he Is to be m a r r i e d off to P r incess 
A l e x a n d r i a V i c t o r i a v o n Sch le swig -
H o l s t e i n S o n d o n b u r g ( i u c c k s b u r g . Tha t 
ought to ho ld August W i l h e l m f o r 
keeps. - C i t i z e n . 

Child Labor Bill 
D u r i n g the l e g i s l a t i v e assembly of 

1905 an ef for t was made to sneak 

th rough a b i l l tha t w o u l d lega l ize c h i l d 

labor , bu t the un ion men of H e l e n a 

got w o r d of same and f o u g h t the meas­

ure so ha rd tha t the b i l l was k i l l e d . 

T h i s year an e f for t is b e i n g made to 

sneak through a measure that w i l l help 

create c h i l d l abor i n M o n t a n a . 
T h e measure i n p a r t i c u l a r has been 

in t roduced b y M i l l e r of L e w i s k C l a r k 
w h i c h seeks to repeal the act creat­
i n g the bureau o f "hiid a n d a n i m a l pro­
tec t ion . T h i s bu /oau is the i P ' * t ef­
f e c t i v e >tflco 1»» p r e v e n t i n g c h i l l l abor . 
T h e pres ident t a s more than o m o 
t a k e n c h i l d r e n of t h s - «.n years o ld 
of the mines of QSMMSi county and 
recen t ly prosec i ,» i * saloon kee;ier in 
B u t t e f o r emp > r n , » a boy on lor six­
teen as bart> ndor. Kei b e i n g sb!« 'o 
co r rup t the pres ident o f the bureau of 
c h i l d and a n i m a l p ro tec t ion , thn cor­
pora t ions seek to abo l i sh the off ice. 

W a t c h the outcome on th is moasure 
nnd how your represen ta t ives vo te . 

Loca l Eos Ange les has declared fo r 
a general s t r i k e as a protest agninst 
the M o y c r - H a y w o d - P e t t i b o n o o u t r a g e 

Bern Elections 
A t the c i t y e lec t ion i n B e r n , S w i t z e r ­

l a n d , the soc ia l i s t s po l l ed 45 per cent 

o f the t o t s l vo te and e lec ted 9 repre­

s e n t a t i v e s one o f 20, the l i be ra l s 7 

a n d the conserva t ives 4. So the so-

c i a l i s t a are the strongest p a r t y i n the 

c a p i t a l c i t y of S w i t z e r l a n d and soon 

t h e y w i l l have the m a j o r i t y . 
I n B e r n , as i n many other c i t i es of 

S w i t z e r l a n d , ex i s t s the p ropor t iona l 
e l e c t i o n sys tem. F o r those who sre 
not versed i n i t there f o l o w s a short 
e x p l a n a t i o n . F o r ins tance: There are 
20 members to be e lected a n d the re­
p u b l i c a n s , democrats and socia l i s t s are 
i n the field. E a c h pa r t y pu ts 20 names 
on i t s t i c k e t . T h e to t a l vo te is 10,000, 
or 500 f o r each candidate . T h e aver-
ago vo te on the soc ia l i s t t i cke t i s 
4,500, t h i s b e i n g 9 t imes 500 means 
that the 9 cand ida te w i t h the h ighes t 
vo te on. the soc ia l i s t t i c k e t w i l l be 
eeeted. T h e r epub l i c an pol l an aver-
ngo vote o f 3,500; t h i s is 7 t imes 500 
n n d the 7 r epub l icans w i t h the h ighes t 
vo te are elected. The denviera tb ' can­
d ida te s get 2,000 votes on the average 
a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y they elect 4 mem­
bers. The re have to be l a rge e lec t ion 
d i s t r i c t s to m a k e the p ropor t iona l sys­
tem w o r k s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 

There is an innocent l i t t l e b i l l be 

fo r e the l eg i s la tu re at present, i t i s 

House B i l l N o . 34, and in t roduced by 

M a n c h e s t e r (rep.) of B u t t e . 

T h e b i l l is f o r tne benefit of f r s n -
ehise g r a b b i n g corpora t ions and seeks 
to amend a law passed in 190.1. The 
leg is la ture of tha t year passed one o f 
the best l aws on the M o n t a n a s tatutes . 
The law i n ques t ion prevents any c i t y 
counci l f r o m g i v i n g a w a y a f r anch i se . 
A n d no co rpo ra t i on r a n get a f r a n c h i s e 
unless the people b y a r e f e r endum vote 
decide i n their f a v o r . 

B e f o r e the passage of th i s l aw cor­
pora t ions cou ld get a f r a n c h i s e f o r a 
song, and there exs is ted a c o n t i n u a l 
war between the people and the c i t y 
counc i l s on the ques t ion o f g i v i n g away 
f ranch i ses . 

S ince the l aw went in to effect v e r y 
f e w f r anch i se s have been g ran t ed cor­
p o r a t i o n * In n e a r l y e v e r y ins t ance 
the vo te rs have vo ted agains t g i v i n g 
away a f r a n c h i s e regardless o f the i n ­
ducements the corpora t ions migh t offer . 
In f a c t the g i v i n g a w a y o f f r anch i se s 
has become a lost ar t i n M o n t a n a . 

M o r e o v e r c i t y counc i l s w i l l not sub­
mi t to the voters a quest ion ' of g i v i n g 
away a f r anch i se , unless the corpora­
t i o n d e s i r i n g same, puts up enough 
money to pay the cost of the e lec t ion . 
T h i s coupled w i t h the f a c t tha t the 
people w o n ' t g i v e away f r anch i s e s , 
has dampened the c r a v i n g ob su l i -
m i t t i n g the ques t ion to a vote o f the 
people. 

The c a p i t a l i s t s are now s q u e a l i n g 
and s q u i r m i n g against such a l a w and 
they dare not open ly appeal i t . but 
they have t he i r henchmen at w o r k t ry­
i n g to a t tach an innocent l i t t l e r ide r 
to the l a w . 

The r i de r or the M a n c h e s t e r amend 
ment is to the effect that a f t e r I cor­
pora t ion has secured a f r a n c h i s e or 
any e x i s t i n g f r a n c h i s e , the same can 
be ex tended by the c i t y c o u n c i l wi th ­
out s u b m i t t i n g ithe q^iontion to the 
voters f o r t he i r a p p r o v a l or r e j ec t ion . 

I f it i s a good t h i n g f o r the people 
to vote on a l l f r a n c h i s e g i f t s , then it 
is equa l ly as good a t h i n g f o r them 
to vote on e x t e n d i n g the f r a n c h i s e 

The B u t t e Street, f a r company which 
is owned by Sena to r ("lark, the copper 
k i n g , is w o r k i n g hard f o r i ts passage 
and they have a p o w e r f u l l o b b y at 
w o r k i n H e l e n a . 

M a n a g e r W h a r t o n , o f the But te 
street ears, appeared be fo re the com 
mit tee a m i sa id that i f they wanted 
to ex tend the i r l ines two b locks , the 
quest ion had to be s u b m i t t e d to the 
1 pie and it w o u l d cost $2,500 to pay 
the e lec t ion expenses. A l l they wanted 
was to extend the i r l ines a quar ter of 
a m i l e and i f the l a w as changed, the 
c i t y counc i l of B u t t e w o u l d gran t them 
the pe rmi t to ex tend t h e i r l ines wi th ­
out r e f e r r i n g i t to the voters o f But te 
and the Street C a r company would not 
be out the $2,500 e lec t ion B S p s M i I 
O f course, M r . W h a r t o n d id not state 
how much i t w o u l d eost to trent the 
old p a r t y members of the c o u n c i l a f t e r 
they gave the Street C a r company the 
permit . Senator C l a r k a n d other eapi-
l is ts k n o w tha t thev can con t ro l the 

ma jo r i t y of a c i t y c o u n c i l when they 
cannot control the m a j o r i t y o f the 
vo tcr f . 

C i t y counci ls h a t e sold f ranchises , 
but the m a j o r i t y of tne people, w h i l e 
they can be foo l ed occas ional ly , can 
never be bought. 

Other interests that are behind th is 
measure, are the large e lec t r ic power 
companies of the state. The S tanda rd 
O i l interests are d a m m i n g up the r ive r s 
o f the state, a n d b u i l d i n g immense 
power plants and d i s t r i b u t i n g the elec­
t r i c power i n a rad ius of over one hun­
dred miles f r o m the cen t r a l s ta t ion , 
and are endeavor ing to secure a mon-
ojKily of the e lec t r i c l i g h t and power 
b y ge t t ing f r anch i see i n the var ious 
e i t ies of the s tate . 

Where they cannot get a f r anch i se 
they buy up the e x i s t i n g f ranch ise— 
i f there is one. T h e y are e rec t ing 
the i r poles and s t r i n g i n g the i r w i r e s 
a l l over the s ta te . T h e y are l i g h t i n g 
up at n ight the moun ta in passes and 
the prair ies (mi l e s f r o m any town) to 
a l low night c r ews to w o r k on the r a i l 
road cons t ruc t ion that is now g o i n g 
on in this state. 

The E l e c t r i c P o w e r company is p lan­
n i n g to secure f r anch i se s , and raids s re 
to be made on var ious c i t i es of the 
state, and the passage of this amend­
ment w i l l make the w o r k easier f o r 
t icm. Then a l l they w i l l have to say 
is, "We just want a pe rmi t to ere. t 
sjsjf row of poles and s t r i n g wires so 
we .an pass th rough your c i t y . " I f 
the people vote to g ive them that, 
then they can proceed to buy up the 
c i t y counci l and get a permi t to erect 
poles and s t r i ng wi res a l l over the c i t y 
without the same b e i n g submi t ted to 
a vote of the people. T h i s amendment 
is l ike the o ld f a b l e of the camel. H e 
'•"gged his master K> le t h im put h i s 
nose into the tent because i t was so 
co ld outside. T h i s pormisrtiiin b r i n g 
k i n d l y granted, he then begged to put 
his head in. The master protested on 
account of the smal lness of the tent, 
but finally y i e l d e d to persuasion 
Whereupon the camel sa id the warmth 
was so agreeable ttiat he pushed his 
whole body in , and s ince there was 
not room f o r two pushed the master 
out. 

It is i n s p i r i n g nnd prophetic to 
hear the discussions among the people 
of any c i ty when a quest ion has been 
submi t t ed to grant a corpora t ion a 
f ranch ise . E v e r y w h e r e one hears the 
remarks , " V o t e against the f ranch ise , 
we w i l l run that business ourselves 
some day ." 

T h i s is the sent iment that is among 
the masses. T h i s is the sentiment that 
the cap i ta l i s t fears . T h i s is the sen­
t iment they w i o ld c rush out by pnssing 
th is amendment . 

" W e w i l l r un that business ourselves 
some d a y , " how h o p e f u l in this waste 
o f commerc ia l i sm are these words. 

Vos! but it w i l l never be as long as 
the workers elect to office the f l unkeys 
and h i r e l ings of the f ranch i se grab­
b i n g parasi tes. 

"We w i l l run that business ourselves 
some d a y . " Ves, w h e n and only when 
u rn elect a m a j o r i t y o f social is ts to 
govern the s tate . 

German Elections Gambling Law Dis 
Misrepresented turbs Solons 

The associated press reports of the 
t i e rman e lec t ions are to the effect that 
the soc ia l i s t s have been defea ted and 
the K a i s e r v i c to r ious . The reports as 
publ i shed in the cap i t a l i s t papers arc 
m i s l e a d i n g and show a n y t h i n g hut a 
socia l i s t defea t . T h e socia l is ts lost 
19 seats and gained one. T h i s would 
mean that they have elected s ix ty-
three members and w i l l contest seven­
ty - f ive seats i n the second bal lot , of 
w h i c h the oppos i t ion concedes t i n t 
they w i l l w i n nineteen. W h i c h i f they 
do w i l l g i v e them e i g h t y - t w o members 
in the R e i c h s t a g or one more than he-
fore . T h e socal is ts have elected m<«rc 
on the first ba l lo t t h a n they d id at the 
e lec t ion and they also go i n t o the sec-
cond ba l lo t i n more d i s t r i c t s than be­
fore , besides inc reas ing the i r v-ite 
f r o m ten to fifteen per cent . 

H o w e v e r , the reports t ha t are at 
hand , are un re l i ab l e and we w i l l have 
to w a i t f o r more def in i te i n fo rma t ion , 
w h i c h we be l i eve w i l l show more fav­
orab le re turns f o r our G e r m a n com­
rades. 

T h e K a i s e r was b a d l y scared as to 
the outcome o f the e lec t ion and i f the 
soc ia l i s t s d i d not p o l l as la rge a vote 
as the K a i s e r expected t h e y would , be 
w o u l d n a t u r a l l y consider the social is ts 
de fea ted . H o w e v e r , i f i t should hap­
pen that the K a i s e r has checkmated 
the soc ia l i s t s , we c a n re ly on it that 
onr comrades were repulsed not routed. 

It is a m u s i n g to read the cap i ta l i s t 
papers of th i s count ry , h o w g l e e f u l l v 
they gloat over the supposed defeat 
and how they show the i r sympathies to 
be w i t h the roya l snob o f Europ \ a. 
man despised by al l Eu rope . The Br i t 
ish n a v y has been looked on f o r years 
as the po l iceman of Europe , but th is 
d i s t i n c t i o n must be shared by the so­
c i a l i s t s of ( l e rn iany , as they more than 
any one else, have res t ra ined the i ron 
hand of Empero r W i l l i a m . 

L o c a l T a c o m a sends out a conveni­
ent l i t t l e c a r d f o l d e r a d v e r t i s i n g a 
series of five socialist meetings by 
V i n c e n t H a r p e r , b e g i n n i n g on J a n . 15 
and c l o s i n g Feb . 12. The lectures are 
g iven at ( ler tnauia I.all .u .d 15 cents 
a d m i s i o n is charged. M u s i c w i l l be 
g i v e n at the lectures. The subjects are: 
M a n or M a c h i n e , W o m a n or Wns'ntub. 
C h i l d or C h a t t e l . R e v o l u t i o n or E v o 
1 u t ion . The D a w n . 

The gambl ing law of M o n t a n a i s 

p r o v i n g a source of in te res t ing byp lay 

in the l eg i s l a tu re . The republ icans 

are m a k i n g a scape g> at of the dem­

ocrat Governor Toole and l a y i n g the 
shameless fa rce o f the v i o l a t i o n of the 
g a m b l i n g law throughout the state, 

and especial ly i n He lena , upon the gov­

e r n o r ' s execu t ive shoulders. T h e y in­

t roduced a measure m a k i n g h i m re­
sponsible f o r the enforcement o f the 
l aw . Whi tes ide , of F l a t h e a d , a dem­

ocrat , moved to amend by i n se r t i ng 

G a l e n ' s ( r epub l i can) name f o r Too le ' s . 

T h e republ ican amalgamated so l id set 
d o w n on that p rompt ly . T h e y ' l l blame 

Toole , their p o l i t i c a l opponent, but tha 
w h i t e dove republ ican must be l e f t un­

t a in t ed by the samo offense. 

T h i s l eg i s l a t ive business is one o f 
the most brazen impos i t ion upon the 
w o r k i n g class o f an the i n f amies o f 
the rule over t h e m b y the exploi ters . 
T h e legislatures are s i m p l y to c lench 
the exp lo i t s t i on b y the rulers , w i t h the 
show of a machine . T h e y do no th ing 
of any social va lue . T h e y put up men 
of s t raw and k n o c k them down aga in . 
T h e y amend a n d resolute, and t a l k 
f o o l i s h l y , and t u r n down what they 
t a l k about, and a d j o u r n , and put i n 
t i m e ; and e v e r y t h i n g they do common 
sense would set t le in a f e w momen t s ' 
t ime. The state wou ld be in i n f i n i t e l y -
bet ter shape i f they never met at a l l 
— i f there was no legis la ture whatever , 
say f o r ten years . A l l they do is to 
waste a lot of money to g i v e a lot o f 
g r a f t e r s a job . and the state interests 
are no w h i t f u r t h e r advanced . T h e 
meet , g ive a show of popular acquies-
i . i i c i to the deeds that the cap i t a l i s t s 
wish to do f o r t l n i r own profi t . A n d 
t h i n it is another way to waste the 
M i r p l u s that the workers create. I t 
rea l ly is not much mat ter to the work­
ers to what l eng th they go. The more 
o ld , was t e fu l a n d unrighteous are t h e n 
methods the sooner w i l l the workers 
see how helpless is the i r state u n t i l 
they themselves take a hand in mould­
ing their a f f a i r s . T w o or three social­
ists in each leg is la ture mark tho en­
trance of the w e d g - whieh .vi l l r> nd 
the r i r k o f e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

WYOMING EIGHT HOUR LAW 
Three months ago the supreme court 

of W y o m i n g dec la red the eight-hour 

law o f that s tate uncons t i t u t i ona l , a l ­

though the l a w had been on the sta­

tutes fifteen years ago. T h e law was 

be ing v i o l a t e d and no ef for t to enforce 

same was b e i n g made b y the officers 

of the law and i t was a ha rd matter 

to get a case aga ins t any mine owner 

or co rpo ra t i on f o r t r i a l . 

In order to make a test case, a 

un ion m i n e r agreed to have the union 

b r i n g su i t aga ins t h i m , w h i c h resulted 

i n the case b e i n g dec ided agains t the 

union and the e ight -hour l aw declared 

uncons t i t u t i ona l . 

T h e coal mine r s of W y o m i n g have 
h s d a n e ight -hour l a w f o r miners d ra f t ­
ed nnd sent a s t r o n g l o b b y to Chey­
enne to w o r k f o r the enactment of the 
same b y the present l e g i s l a t i v e as­
sembly . 

T h e l e g i s l a t i v e commi t tee on cap i ta l 
and l abor havo passed the b i l l up to 
the a t to rney genernl of W y o m i n g f o r 
an o p i n i o n b e f o r e t a k i n g ac t ion on 
snme. 

T h e r e nro no soc ia l i s t s in the W y o ­
m i n g l eg i s l a tu r e ; had the workers of 

that state e lec ted a bunch of soc ia l i s t s 
representa t ives there w o u l d havo been 
no necessi ty o f s e n d i n g a lobby to 
w o r k f o r a labor measure. 

W e do not hear o f a lobby b e i n g 
sent to the l eg i s l a tu re of Wisco t i s in 
since the soc ia l i s t s elected a delega­
t ion . 

It used to be a common t h i n g f o r 
the B r i t i s h unions to send a lobby end 
pe t i t ions to the House of Commons, 
but the B r i t i s h un ion men got wise , 
elected t h i r t y - e i g h t socia l is ts and those 
th i r ty -e igh t M . P.s now f o r m the l obby 
and each one o f them represents a 
good fighting p e t i t i o n . 

I t i s imposs ib le to t e l l s t th is t ime 
how the W y o m i n g e ight hour l aw w i l l 
f a re , but I f the l eg i s la to rs of W y o m i n g 
are a n y t h i n g l i k e the M o n t a n a ones 
we can expect the b i l l to be amended 
m a k i n g s i x t een hours the legal w o r k 
day i n mines 

The soc ia l i s t p a r t y at C i n c i n n s t i , at 

i t s recent conven t ion elected a new 

c i t y c e n t r a l commit toe , w i t h D a i s y 

C o n k l l n as secre tary and N i c h o l a s 

K l e i n as c h a i r m a n . W . J . M i l l a r d is 

the e l t y o rgan ize r . A n act ive lecture 

campaign is b e i n g ou t l ined . 

F r o m Japanese Socialists 
Dear Comrades—I have been in­

s t ruc ted b y the representat ives of the 

socia l i s t p a r t y i n J a p a n to f o r w a r d 

the enclosed mat ter to y o u f o r publ ica­

t ion , and to send copies to a l l pr in­

c i p a l socia l i s t papers i n the K n i f e d 

S ta tes and to na t iona l headquarters at 

Ch icago . 

The socia l i s t papers i n Amer i ca do 
not seem qui te clear in t h e i r general a.1** 
t i tude t o w a r d the .Tapnnese expulsion 
quest ion, nnd the comrades of J apan 
are a s k i n g whether or not A m e r i c a n 
socia l i s t s are go ing to be true to the 
exhor t a t i on of M a r x — " W o r k i n g m e n 
of a l l countr ies , u n i t e " — o r whether 
they are to encourage content ion and 
d i v i s i o n on the g round o f race preju­
dice. F r a t e r n a l l y yours , 

K . KANEKO. 

Toronto, a t own or .1)0,(100, p, ||,>,| 
8,000 f o r the soc ia l i <t candidate t o r 
mayor . 

B e r l i n . J a n . 14.—The seventh con 
gres of the S i l e s i a n social demo­
cra ts was held at Prague d u r i n g Chr i s t ­
mas week. T h e off icial report of the 
par ty shows that the par ty now has 
I."17 organiza t ions , wh i l e in 1!*M i t 
had only 1,075. The to ta l number o f 
members i n these 1,517 organiza t ions is 
99,098. 

The report a l so shows that the pa r t y 
ha* sixteen political papers, three o f 
which are da i l i es , and one a month ly 
rev iew. " A c a d e m y , " which is publ i sh­
ed in W i . n. 

The par ty p u b l i s h i n g house i§ re­
ported as p u b l i s h i n g large numbers of 
b o o k s and pamphlets on sc ient i f ic sub-
juces. some o f w h i c h are o r i g i n a l 
works whi le others are repr in ts and 
t ransla t ions f r o m fo re ign languages 

The ag i t a t ion commit tee reported 
that l u r i n g the year .10,000 meetings 
f o r agi ta t ion purposes were held. D u r ­
i n g the year 3.1">9 people came i n con­
flict w i t h the pol ice. O f these 2,748 
were sentenced to short terms o f i m ­
prisonment. T h e papers of the pa r t y 
were ennfiseated b y the government 
212 t imes in that per iod , and the edi­
tors were in .13 cases impr isoned f o r 
periods r a n g i n g to f r o m 27 days to s i x 
months — C h i c a g o Soc ia l i s t . 

COUNTRY DIVIDED INTO DISTRICTS 
The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Commi t t ee 

has made arangements to concentrate 
i ts resources upon o rgan iza t ion instead 
of upon mere lectures, as i n the past. 
F o r th i s purpose the c o u n t r y hat been 
s u b d i v i d e d into nineten dis t r ic ts , as 
f o l l o w s : 

F i r s t— Connecticut) . Masach i i se t t s , 
V e r m o n t , M i a n e , N e w Hampsh i re , 
Rhode I s l a n d (s tato elect ions 1907 i q 
Massachuse t t s and Rhode Islni-d) . 

S e c o n d — N e w Y o r k , N e w J e i s t y and 
D e l a w a r e stalte e lec t ions in N e w 
Je rsey . 

T h i r d - — P e n n s y l v a n i a , M a r y l a n d nnd 
Wes t V i r g i n i a (state elect ions lv»07 i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a and M a r y l a n d ) . 

F o u r t h — O h i o and K e n t u c k y ' s t a te 
e lect ions 1007 bo th s tn tes) . 

F i f t h — M i c h i g a n and Ind iana . 
S i x t h — W i s c o n s i n and M i n n c * i M , 
Seven th—Tl ino i s and Iowa . 
E i g h t h - M i s s o u r i and Arkansas . 
N i n t h — N e b r a s k a and KsMBS 
T e n t h -Ok lahoma nnd Texas. 
E l e v e n t h — M o n t a n a nnd Idnhn. 
T w e l f t h — A r i z o n a and N e w V e x i . - o . 
T h i r t e e n t h — C o l o r a d o and W y o m ­

i n g . 
F o u r t e e n t h — N o r t h D a k o t a a n d 

South D a k o t a . 
F i f t e e n t h — W a s h i n g t o n and Oregon 

S i x t e e n t h — C a l i f o r n i a , N e v a d a , and 
I ' tah. 

S e v e n t e e n t h — V i r g i n i a , N o r t h Ca ro 
l i n a and South C a r o l i n a . 

Eighteenth—Tennessee , M i s s i s s i p p i , 
and Lou i s i ana . 

N ine t een th—Georg i a , A l a b a m a , and 
F l o r i d a . 

M . W . W i l l i a m s has been assigned 
to the first d i s t r ic t , Isaac Cowan to 
the t h i r d , and J o h n Co l l i n s to the 
f o u r t h . E f f o r t has been made to con 
centrate the work i n states ho ld ing 
eh i l ions in 1907. 

Comrades- We bel ieve that, tho ex 
pulsion quest ion of the Japanese la> 
borers i n C a l i f o r n i a is much due to 
r ac ia l p re jud ice . The Japanese so­
c ia l i s t par ty , therefore , hopes that the 
A m e r i c a n socia l is t pa r t y w i l l endeavor 
to b r i n g tho question to a sa t i s f ac to ry 
issue in accordance w i t h the s p i r i t o f 
in te rna t iona l u n i t y among w o r k i n g 
men. W e also ask the Amer i can social­
is t pnr ty to nequnint us w i t h i ts opin 
ion as to th is quest ion. 

(Signed ) D . K o t o k u , T. S a k a l , K . 
N i s h i k a w a . Care o f Heiminsh : i , V o . 7, 
Roktnhome, flhlntomieho, K i b i a s n l , 
T o k l o . J apan . 
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Abolish the Capi­

talist System 
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That New Railroad Great Enthusiasm 
Slave Bill For Socialists 

Borne of the representa t ives tha t 

vo ted i n f a v o r of the s ixteen-hour day 

f o r r a i l r o a d men imag ine that they 

have done someth ing great and are 

c l a i m i n g that the l a w is a good t h i n g , 

because i t prevents the r a i l r oads f r o m 

w o r k i n g t he i r employees fifty-six hours 

w h i c h has been done i n m a n y cases. 

S u c h statement is e n t i r e l y ron ious . 

The b i l l is f u l l of e x c e p t i o n clauses, 

w h i c h p r a c t i c a l l y annuls the s ix teen-

hour clause except i n case o f the tele­

graph operator. 

T h e a n n u l l i n g claase reads as f o l ­

lows, " p r o v i d e d , however , tha t n o t h i n g 

i n t h i s sect ion sha l l be cons t rued to 

a l low any engineer , flreman, conductor 

or t r a i n m a n to desert h i s locomot ive 

or t r a i n i n case o f acc ident , s torms, 

wrecks , washouts , snow b lockade or 

any unavo idab le de lay a r i s i n g f r o m 

l i k e causes. ' 

A n y r a i l r o a d man knows that n i n e t y 
per cent o f delays , l o n g hours are | 
caused by wha t is embraced i n the 
excep t ion clause. 

M o r e o v e r , o w i n g to the g i g a n t i c ' 
p rob lem \ot t r anspo r t a t i on , w i t h the 
s ingle l ines , l ack of side t r acks , i t i s 
i m p r a c t i c a b l e at present to fix num-1 
ber o f hours per day tha t t r a i n m e n 
should w o r k , except that i t be t w e n t y -
f o u r hours and sneh a l a w as t ha t 
w o u l d be ha i l ed w i t h glee by the em­
p l o y i n g class. 

T h e only way to regula te the hours 
o f t r a i n m e n is to l i m i t the number o f 
hours per week, when a man has 
w o r k e d the l i m i t e d number of hours 
per week then he dues not go out u n t i l 
the b e g i n n i n g of the next week. I n 
th is w a y the t r a i n m a n is a l l o w e d t i m e 
to recuperate , p rov ided , however , that 
the l i m i t of hours w o r k e d per week 
do not reach one hundred ani l t w e l v e , 
l i k e the l i i l l now before the legislat un­
provided,. 

T h e hours of t r a imen i n B r i t a i n are 
l i m i t e d to fifty f o u r hours per w< . k 
and sinee th is l aw went i n to effect the 
numl ie r f t acc idents on the r a i l w a y s 
i n that count ry have decreased to an 
exceed ing ly large degree. 

In the case of the te legraph opera 
tors, t w e l v e hours a day , not to con­
s ider s ix teen hours, is too long f o r a n y 
man to t ransmit orders to t r a i n crews. 
I t i s the long hours o f the opera tor 
that makes a w r e c k of h i m and g i v e 
w r o n g orders that resul ts in r a i l r o a d 
wrecks . E i g h t hours per day is l o n g 
f o r any te legraph opera tor and w h e n 
when the w o r k day of the operators is 
reduced to eight hours, then there w i l l 
be a cor responding decrease i n w r e c k s 
caused by operators* b lunders . 

W e have f a i l e d to see a n y t h i n g i n 
the demo-rcpubo papers c l a i m i n g a n y 
good fea tures of the s ixteen-honr l a w . 
In f ac t they are unable to p r in t a n y 
t h i n g about the b i l l except the t e x t 
of the measure. 

T h e N e w s has i n t e r v i e w e d r a i l w a y 
men and they a l l condemn the measure. 
I t i s safe to say tha t i f the b i l l passes 
the senate nnd receives the g o v e r n o r s ' 
s ignature , that i t w i l l be one of the 
first b i l l s that the w o r k e r s of the s ta te 
w i l l demand a r e f e r e n d u m on under the 
D i r e c t L e g i s l a t i v e l aw when that l a w 
becomes opera t ive . 

N e x t week the N e w s w i l l deal w i t h 
the work of the te legraph operator , 
the condi t ions he w o r k s under as w e l l 
as t h r o w i n g some side l i g h t s on the 
l i f e of the t r a i n m e n i n the west . 

In the municipal e lect ions at Born -

hcim, near F r a n k f o r t on M a i n , our com­

rades r ecen t ly doubled the number of 

their represen ta t ives in the c o u n c i l — 

w i n n i n g three seats—despite m prop­

erty q u a l i f i c a t i o n of $300. In the prov-

incse o f B r a n d e n b u r g , at Zehden ich , 

two comrades were elected, w i t h a ma­

j o r i t y o f 50, in to the c o m m u n a l coun­

c i l . I n A l t l u s s h e i m , i n Baden , the so­

c ia l democra t i c l i s t won w i t h 114 to 

115 votes , the bourgeois opponents get­

t ing 69 to 70. In Essen our vote at 

the m u n i c i p a l e lcc t ious rose f r o m 1,492 

in 1904, to 2,238 i n 1906; i n a suburb 

of E s s e n , f r o m HO i n 1903 to 299 i n 

1906. T h e other par t ies , i n c l u d i n g t*he 

Ca tho l i c s , have a l l lost votes . 

I n S t r aa sbu rg i t has beeu r e s ' d / e d to 
pub l i sh our pa r ty organ , -the F r e i e 
Presse, i n a F r e n c h as w e l l as s Ger ­
man e d i t i o n . 

T o g i v e an ides of wha t a power 
our p a r t y has become i n B e r l i n : O n 
the day o f the d i s so lu t ion o f the 
re ichs tag , when our par ty organ had 
no more news than any other, a l l cop­
ies were so ld out o f the V o r w a e r t s . A l l 
people in the t r a in s i n s t i n c t i v e l y ca l led 
for the V o r w a e r t s , copies were sold at 
1 m a r k ( I s . ) , ins tead of ."> p f . ( l - 2 d . ) , 
ani l at the ca fe s spec ia l t i p s were p a i d 
to t h e wa i t e r s to secure a copy (and 
that i n ca fe s where the V o r w a e r t s is 
t aken in severa l copies) . The worke r s 
were lint those who made the demand 
— t h e y had the i r copies in t he i r pock­
ets-—but the bourgeois ie had only one 
in s t i nc t , v i z . , to k r o w wha t the most 
p o w e r f u l pa r t y i n ( l e rn iany had to 
say on the quest ion. 

N e v e r has there been an e lec t ion , 
perhaps, in wh ich the social democracy-
has been comple te ly left to i t s e l f as 
this one. M o r e and more c lear every 
day is the bond w h i c h uni tes a l l bour­
geois par t ies of all c o l o n in common 
h o s t i l i t y to us. We Ml Hktl r ad ica l s 
and nit rn . n t i s e i \ at i w * t 'ormiir, ' htH< 
ances f o r common candida tures nt the 
first ballot. Tha t may even lose us 
c e r t a i n seats, but it lays the founda­
tion o f a future v i c t o r y so much the 
more c e r t a in ly as it implies the ac tua l 
b a n k r u p t c y of the bourgeois l i b e r a l 

«. T h e y declare t he i r own i m 
pot.•n.e ami t h r o w their p r i n c i p l e s 
ove rboa rd .—Jus t i c e . 

Franchise Grab 
Big Corporations Seeking to Deliver 

Montana Into Hands of Octopus 
Through a Sneak 

Kaiser '* Son. 
A s i f K a i s e r W i l l i e l m d i d not have 

t roubles enough w i t h the w i c k e d soc ia l ­

ists, now P r i n c e August W i l h e l m , the 

M l i son, has been caught t r i f l i n g 

w i t h soc ia l i sm a n d is to be shipped to 

the F n i t e d S ta tes to fo rge t h is f a d . 

A u g u s t W i l h e l m has be t rayed great ad­

m i r a t i o n f o r B e l i e l . the lender of par­

l i amen t , and ac tua l l y a t t empted to go 

to w o r k f o r a l i v i n g on a soc ia l i s t 

comic paper in B e r l i n . Thereupon the 

k a i s e r fiercely c lu tched at h i s mus­

tache, swore a lot of " donnorwete r s ' -

am) dec ided to trot the p r i m I to 

A m e r i c a . If that punishment doesn ' t 
cure < I ussio of his e v i l Iiabit9 of p o k i n g 
his nose into economic questions then 
he Is to be m a r r i e d off to P r incess 
A l e x a n d r i a V i c t o r i a v o n Sch le swig -
H o l s t e i n S o n d o n b u r g ( i u c c k s b u r g . Tha t 
ought to ho ld August W i l h e l m f o r 
keeps. - C i t i z e n . 

Child Labor Bill 
D u r i n g the l e g i s l a t i v e assembly of 

1905 an ef for t was made to sneak 

th rough a b i l l tha t w o u l d lega l ize c h i l d 

labor , bu t the un ion men of H e l e n a 

got w o r d of same and f o u g h t the meas­

ure so ha rd tha t the b i l l was k i l l e d . 

T h i s year an e f for t is b e i n g made to 

sneak through a measure that w i l l help 

create c h i l d l abor i n M o n t a n a . 
T h e measure i n p a r t i c u l a r has been 

in t roduced b y M i l l e r of L e w i s k C l a r k 
w h i c h seeks to repeal the act creat­
i n g the bureau o f "hiid a n d a n i m a l pro­
tec t ion . T h i s bu /oau is the i P ' * t ef­
f e c t i v e >tflco 1»» p r e v e n t i n g c h i l l l abor . 
T h e pres ident t a s more than o m o 
t a k e n c h i l d r e n of t h s - «.n years o ld 
of the mines of QSMMSi county and 
recen t ly prosec i ,» i * saloon kee;ier in 
B u t t e f o r emp > r n , » a boy on lor six­
teen as bart> ndor. Kei b e i n g sb!« 'o 
co r rup t the pres ident o f the bureau of 
c h i l d and a n i m a l p ro tec t ion , thn cor­
pora t ions seek to abo l i sh the off ice. 

W a t c h the outcome on th is moasure 
nnd how your represen ta t ives vo te . 

Loca l Eos Ange les has declared fo r 
a general s t r i k e as a protest agninst 
the M o y c r - H a y w o d - P e t t i b o n o o u t r a g e 

Bern Elections 
A t the c i t y e lec t ion i n B e r n , S w i t z e r ­

l a n d , the soc ia l i s t s po l l ed 45 per cent 

o f the t o t s l vo te and e lec ted 9 repre­

s e n t a t i v e s one o f 20, the l i be ra l s 7 

a n d the conserva t ives 4. So the so-

c i a l i s t a are the strongest p a r t y i n the 

c a p i t a l c i t y of S w i t z e r l a n d and soon 

t h e y w i l l have the m a j o r i t y . 
I n B e r n , as i n many other c i t i es of 

S w i t z e r l a n d , ex i s t s the p ropor t iona l 
e l e c t i o n sys tem. F o r those who sre 
not versed i n i t there f o l o w s a short 
e x p l a n a t i o n . F o r ins tance: There are 
20 members to be e lected a n d the re­
p u b l i c a n s , democrats and socia l i s t s are 
i n the field. E a c h pa r t y pu ts 20 names 
on i t s t i c k e t . T h e to t a l vo te is 10,000, 
or 500 f o r each candidate . T h e aver-
ago vo te on the soc ia l i s t t i cke t i s 
4,500, t h i s b e i n g 9 t imes 500 means 
that the 9 cand ida te w i t h the h ighes t 
vo te on. the soc ia l i s t t i c k e t w i l l be 
eeeted. T h e r epub l i c an pol l an aver-
ngo vote o f 3,500; t h i s is 7 t imes 500 
n n d the 7 r epub l icans w i t h the h ighes t 
vo te are elected. The denviera tb ' can­
d ida te s get 2,000 votes on the average 
a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y they elect 4 mem­
bers. The re have to be l a rge e lec t ion 
d i s t r i c t s to m a k e the p ropor t iona l sys­
tem w o r k s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 

There is an innocent l i t t l e b i l l be 

fo r e the l eg i s la tu re at present, i t i s 

House B i l l N o . 34, and in t roduced by 

M a n c h e s t e r (rep.) of B u t t e . 

T h e b i l l is f o r tne benefit of f r s n -
ehise g r a b b i n g corpora t ions and seeks 
to amend a law passed in 190.1. The 
leg is la ture of tha t year passed one o f 
the best l aws on the M o n t a n a s tatutes . 
The law i n ques t ion prevents any c i t y 
counci l f r o m g i v i n g a w a y a f r anch i se . 
A n d no co rpo ra t i on r a n get a f r a n c h i s e 
unless the people b y a r e f e r endum vote 
decide i n their f a v o r . 

B e f o r e the passage of th i s l aw cor­
pora t ions cou ld get a f r a n c h i s e f o r a 
song, and there exs is ted a c o n t i n u a l 
war between the people and the c i t y 
counc i l s on the ques t ion o f g i v i n g away 
f ranch i ses . 

S ince the l aw went in to effect v e r y 
f e w f r anch i se s have been g ran t ed cor­
p o r a t i o n * In n e a r l y e v e r y ins t ance 
the vo te rs have vo ted agains t g i v i n g 
away a f r a n c h i s e regardless o f the i n ­
ducements the corpora t ions migh t offer . 
In f a c t the g i v i n g a w a y o f f r anch i se s 
has become a lost ar t i n M o n t a n a . 

M o r e o v e r c i t y counc i l s w i l l not sub­
mi t to the voters a quest ion ' of g i v i n g 
away a f r anch i se , unless the corpora­
t i o n d e s i r i n g same, puts up enough 
money to pay the cost of the e lec t ion . 
T h i s coupled w i t h the f a c t tha t the 
people w o n ' t g i v e away f r anch i s e s , 
has dampened the c r a v i n g ob su l i -
m i t t i n g the ques t ion to a vote o f the 
people. 

The c a p i t a l i s t s are now s q u e a l i n g 
and s q u i r m i n g against such a l a w and 
they dare not open ly appeal i t . but 
they have t he i r henchmen at w o r k t ry­
i n g to a t tach an innocent l i t t l e r ide r 
to the l a w . 

The r i de r or the M a n c h e s t e r amend 
ment is to the effect that a f t e r I cor­
pora t ion has secured a f r a n c h i s e or 
any e x i s t i n g f r a n c h i s e , the same can 
be ex tended by the c i t y c o u n c i l wi th ­
out s u b m i t t i n g ithe q^iontion to the 
voters f o r t he i r a p p r o v a l or r e j ec t ion . 

I f it i s a good t h i n g f o r the people 
to vote on a l l f r a n c h i s e g i f t s , then it 
is equa l ly as good a t h i n g f o r them 
to vote on e x t e n d i n g the f r a n c h i s e 

The B u t t e Street, f a r company which 
is owned by Sena to r ("lark, the copper 
k i n g , is w o r k i n g hard f o r i ts passage 
and they have a p o w e r f u l l o b b y at 
w o r k i n H e l e n a . 

M a n a g e r W h a r t o n , o f the But te 
street ears, appeared be fo re the com 
mit tee a m i sa id that i f they wanted 
to ex tend the i r l ines two b locks , the 
quest ion had to be s u b m i t t e d to the 
1 pie and it w o u l d cost $2,500 to pay 
the e lec t ion expenses. A l l they wanted 
was to extend the i r l ines a quar ter of 
a m i l e and i f the l a w as changed, the 
c i t y counc i l of B u t t e w o u l d gran t them 
the pe rmi t to ex tend t h e i r l ines wi th ­
out r e f e r r i n g i t to the voters o f But te 
and the Street C a r company would not 
be out the $2,500 e lec t ion B S p s M i I 
O f course, M r . W h a r t o n d id not state 
how much i t w o u l d eost to trent the 
old p a r t y members of the c o u n c i l a f t e r 
they gave the Street C a r company the 
permit . Senator C l a r k a n d other eapi-
l is ts k n o w tha t thev can con t ro l the 

ma jo r i t y of a c i t y c o u n c i l when they 
cannot control the m a j o r i t y o f the 
vo tcr f . 

C i t y counci ls h a t e sold f ranchises , 
but the m a j o r i t y of tne people, w h i l e 
they can be foo l ed occas ional ly , can 
never be bought. 

Other interests that are behind th is 
measure, are the large e lec t r ic power 
companies of the state. The S tanda rd 
O i l interests are d a m m i n g up the r ive r s 
o f the state, a n d b u i l d i n g immense 
power plants and d i s t r i b u t i n g the elec­
t r i c power i n a rad ius of over one hun­
dred miles f r o m the cen t r a l s ta t ion , 
and are endeavor ing to secure a mon-
ojKily of the e lec t r i c l i g h t and power 
b y ge t t ing f r anch i see i n the var ious 
e i t ies of the s tate . 

Where they cannot get a f r anch i se 
they buy up the e x i s t i n g f ranch ise— 
i f there is one. T h e y are e rec t ing 
the i r poles and s t r i n g i n g the i r w i r e s 
a l l over the s ta te . T h e y are l i g h t i n g 
up at n ight the moun ta in passes and 
the prair ies (mi l e s f r o m any town) to 
a l low night c r ews to w o r k on the r a i l 
road cons t ruc t ion that is now g o i n g 
on in this state. 

The E l e c t r i c P o w e r company is p lan­
n i n g to secure f r anch i se s , and raids s re 
to be made on var ious c i t i es of the 
state, and the passage of this amend­
ment w i l l make the w o r k easier f o r 
t icm. Then a l l they w i l l have to say 
is, "We just want a pe rmi t to ere. t 
sjsjf row of poles and s t r i n g wires so 
we .an pass th rough your c i t y . " I f 
the people vote to g ive them that, 
then they can proceed to buy up the 
c i t y counci l and get a permi t to erect 
poles and s t r i ng wi res a l l over the c i t y 
without the same b e i n g submi t ted to 
a vote of the people. T h i s amendment 
is l ike the o ld f a b l e of the camel. H e 
'•"gged his master K> le t h im put h i s 
nose into the tent because i t was so 
co ld outside. T h i s pormisrtiiin b r i n g 
k i n d l y granted, he then begged to put 
his head in. The master protested on 
account of the smal lness of the tent, 
but finally y i e l d e d to persuasion 
Whereupon the camel sa id the warmth 
was so agreeable ttiat he pushed his 
whole body in , and s ince there was 
not room f o r two pushed the master 
out. 

It is i n s p i r i n g nnd prophetic to 
hear the discussions among the people 
of any c i ty when a quest ion has been 
submi t t ed to grant a corpora t ion a 
f ranch ise . E v e r y w h e r e one hears the 
remarks , " V o t e against the f ranch ise , 
we w i l l run that business ourselves 
some day ." 

T h i s is the sent iment that is among 
the masses. T h i s is the sentiment that 
the cap i ta l i s t fears . T h i s is the sen­
t iment they w i o ld c rush out by pnssing 
th is amendment . 

" W e w i l l r un that business ourselves 
some d a y , " how h o p e f u l in this waste 
o f commerc ia l i sm are these words. 

Vos! but it w i l l never be as long as 
the workers elect to office the f l unkeys 
and h i r e l ings of the f ranch i se grab­
b i n g parasi tes. 

"We w i l l run that business ourselves 
some d a y . " Ves, w h e n and only when 
u rn elect a m a j o r i t y o f social is ts to 
govern the s tate . 

German Elections Gambling Law Dis 
Misrepresented turbs Solons 

The associated press reports of the 
t i e rman e lec t ions are to the effect that 
the soc ia l i s t s have been defea ted and 
the K a i s e r v i c to r ious . The reports as 
publ i shed in the cap i t a l i s t papers arc 
m i s l e a d i n g and show a n y t h i n g hut a 
socia l i s t defea t . T h e socia l is ts lost 
19 seats and gained one. T h i s would 
mean that they have elected s ix ty-
three members and w i l l contest seven­
ty - f ive seats i n the second bal lot , of 
w h i c h the oppos i t ion concedes t i n t 
they w i l l w i n nineteen. W h i c h i f they 
do w i l l g i v e them e i g h t y - t w o members 
in the R e i c h s t a g or one more than he-
fore . T h e socal is ts have elected m<«rc 
on the first ba l lo t t h a n they d id at the 
e lec t ion and they also go i n t o the sec-
cond ba l lo t i n more d i s t r i c t s than be­
fore , besides inc reas ing the i r v-ite 
f r o m ten to fifteen per cent . 

H o w e v e r , the reports t ha t are at 
hand , are un re l i ab l e and we w i l l have 
to w a i t f o r more def in i te i n fo rma t ion , 
w h i c h we be l i eve w i l l show more fav­
orab le re turns f o r our G e r m a n com­
rades. 

T h e K a i s e r was b a d l y scared as to 
the outcome o f the e lec t ion and i f the 
soc ia l i s t s d i d not p o l l as la rge a vote 
as the K a i s e r expected t h e y would , be 
w o u l d n a t u r a l l y consider the social is ts 
de fea ted . H o w e v e r , i f i t should hap­
pen that the K a i s e r has checkmated 
the soc ia l i s t s , we c a n re ly on it that 
onr comrades were repulsed not routed. 

It is a m u s i n g to read the cap i ta l i s t 
papers of th i s count ry , h o w g l e e f u l l v 
they gloat over the supposed defeat 
and how they show the i r sympathies to 
be w i t h the roya l snob o f Europ \ a. 
man despised by al l Eu rope . The Br i t 
ish n a v y has been looked on f o r years 
as the po l iceman of Europe , but th is 
d i s t i n c t i o n must be shared by the so­
c i a l i s t s of ( l e rn iany , as they more than 
any one else, have res t ra ined the i ron 
hand of Empero r W i l l i a m . 

L o c a l T a c o m a sends out a conveni­
ent l i t t l e c a r d f o l d e r a d v e r t i s i n g a 
series of five socialist meetings by 
V i n c e n t H a r p e r , b e g i n n i n g on J a n . 15 
and c l o s i n g Feb . 12. The lectures are 
g iven at ( ler tnauia I.all .u .d 15 cents 
a d m i s i o n is charged. M u s i c w i l l be 
g i v e n at the lectures. The subjects are: 
M a n or M a c h i n e , W o m a n or Wns'ntub. 
C h i l d or C h a t t e l . R e v o l u t i o n or E v o 
1 u t ion . The D a w n . 

The gambl ing law of M o n t a n a i s 

p r o v i n g a source of in te res t ing byp lay 

in the l eg i s l a tu re . The republ icans 

are m a k i n g a scape g> at of the dem­

ocrat Governor Toole and l a y i n g the 
shameless fa rce o f the v i o l a t i o n of the 
g a m b l i n g law throughout the state, 

and especial ly i n He lena , upon the gov­

e r n o r ' s execu t ive shoulders. T h e y in­

t roduced a measure m a k i n g h i m re­
sponsible f o r the enforcement o f the 
l aw . Whi tes ide , of F l a t h e a d , a dem­

ocrat , moved to amend by i n se r t i ng 

G a l e n ' s ( r epub l i can) name f o r Too le ' s . 

T h e republ ican amalgamated so l id set 
d o w n on that p rompt ly . T h e y ' l l blame 

Toole , their p o l i t i c a l opponent, but tha 
w h i t e dove republ ican must be l e f t un­

t a in t ed by the samo offense. 

T h i s l eg i s l a t ive business is one o f 
the most brazen impos i t ion upon the 
w o r k i n g class o f an the i n f amies o f 
the rule over t h e m b y the exploi ters . 
T h e legislatures are s i m p l y to c lench 
the exp lo i t s t i on b y the rulers , w i t h the 
show of a machine . T h e y do no th ing 
of any social va lue . T h e y put up men 
of s t raw and k n o c k them down aga in . 
T h e y amend a n d resolute, and t a l k 
f o o l i s h l y , and t u r n down what they 
t a l k about, and a d j o u r n , and put i n 
t i m e ; and e v e r y t h i n g they do common 
sense would set t le in a f e w momen t s ' 
t ime. The state wou ld be in i n f i n i t e l y -
bet ter shape i f they never met at a l l 
— i f there was no legis la ture whatever , 
say f o r ten years . A l l they do is to 
waste a lot of money to g i v e a lot o f 
g r a f t e r s a job . and the state interests 
are no w h i t f u r t h e r advanced . T h e 
meet , g ive a show of popular acquies-
i . i i c i to the deeds that the cap i t a l i s t s 
wish to do f o r t l n i r own profi t . A n d 
t h i n it is another way to waste the 
M i r p l u s that the workers create. I t 
rea l ly is not much mat ter to the work­
ers to what l eng th they go. The more 
o ld , was t e fu l a n d unrighteous are t h e n 
methods the sooner w i l l the workers 
see how helpless is the i r state u n t i l 
they themselves take a hand in mould­
ing their a f f a i r s . T w o or three social­
ists in each leg is la ture mark tho en­
trance of the w e d g - whieh .vi l l r> nd 
the r i r k o f e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

WYOMING EIGHT HOUR LAW 
Three months ago the supreme court 

of W y o m i n g dec la red the eight-hour 

law o f that s tate uncons t i t u t i ona l , a l ­

though the l a w had been on the sta­

tutes fifteen years ago. T h e law was 

be ing v i o l a t e d and no ef for t to enforce 

same was b e i n g made b y the officers 

of the law and i t was a ha rd matter 

to get a case aga ins t any mine owner 

or co rpo ra t i on f o r t r i a l . 

In order to make a test case, a 

un ion m i n e r agreed to have the union 

b r i n g su i t aga ins t h i m , w h i c h resulted 

i n the case b e i n g dec ided agains t the 

union and the e ight -hour l aw declared 

uncons t i t u t i ona l . 

T h e coal mine r s of W y o m i n g have 
h s d a n e ight -hour l a w f o r miners d ra f t ­
ed nnd sent a s t r o n g l o b b y to Chey­
enne to w o r k f o r the enactment of the 
same b y the present l e g i s l a t i v e as­
sembly . 

T h e l e g i s l a t i v e commi t tee on cap i ta l 
and l abor havo passed the b i l l up to 
the a t to rney genernl of W y o m i n g f o r 
an o p i n i o n b e f o r e t a k i n g ac t ion on 
snme. 

T h e r e nro no soc ia l i s t s in the W y o ­
m i n g l eg i s l a tu r e ; had the workers of 

that state e lec ted a bunch of soc ia l i s t s 
representa t ives there w o u l d havo been 
no necessi ty o f s e n d i n g a lobby to 
w o r k f o r a labor measure. 

W e do not hear o f a lobby b e i n g 
sent to the l eg i s l a tu re of Wisco t i s in 
since the soc ia l i s t s elected a delega­
t ion . 

It used to be a common t h i n g f o r 
the B r i t i s h unions to send a lobby end 
pe t i t ions to the House of Commons, 
but the B r i t i s h un ion men got wise , 
elected t h i r t y - e i g h t socia l is ts and those 
th i r ty -e igh t M . P.s now f o r m the l obby 
and each one o f them represents a 
good fighting p e t i t i o n . 

I t i s imposs ib le to t e l l s t th is t ime 
how the W y o m i n g e ight hour l aw w i l l 
f a re , but I f the l eg i s la to rs of W y o m i n g 
are a n y t h i n g l i k e the M o n t a n a ones 
we can expect the b i l l to be amended 
m a k i n g s i x t een hours the legal w o r k 
day i n mines 

The soc ia l i s t p a r t y at C i n c i n n s t i , at 

i t s recent conven t ion elected a new 

c i t y c e n t r a l commit toe , w i t h D a i s y 

C o n k l l n as secre tary and N i c h o l a s 

K l e i n as c h a i r m a n . W . J . M i l l a r d is 

the e l t y o rgan ize r . A n act ive lecture 

campaign is b e i n g ou t l ined . 

F r o m Japanese Socialists 
Dear Comrades—I have been in­

s t ruc ted b y the representat ives of the 

socia l i s t p a r t y i n J a p a n to f o r w a r d 

the enclosed mat ter to y o u f o r publ ica­

t ion , and to send copies to a l l pr in­

c i p a l socia l i s t papers i n the K n i f e d 

S ta tes and to na t iona l headquarters at 

Ch icago . 

The socia l i s t papers i n Amer i ca do 
not seem qui te clear in t h e i r general a.1** 
t i tude t o w a r d the .Tapnnese expulsion 
quest ion, nnd the comrades of J apan 
are a s k i n g whether or not A m e r i c a n 
socia l i s t s are go ing to be true to the 
exhor t a t i on of M a r x — " W o r k i n g m e n 
of a l l countr ies , u n i t e " — o r whether 
they are to encourage content ion and 
d i v i s i o n on the g round o f race preju­
dice. F r a t e r n a l l y yours , 

K . KANEKO. 

Toronto, a t own or .1)0,(100, p, ||,>,| 
8,000 f o r the soc ia l i <t candidate t o r 
mayor . 

B e r l i n . J a n . 14.—The seventh con 
gres of the S i l e s i a n social demo­
cra ts was held at Prague d u r i n g Chr i s t ­
mas week. T h e off icial report of the 
par ty shows that the par ty now has 
I."17 organiza t ions , wh i l e in 1!*M i t 
had only 1,075. The to ta l number o f 
members i n these 1,517 organiza t ions is 
99,098. 

The report a l so shows that the pa r t y 
ha* sixteen political papers, three o f 
which are da i l i es , and one a month ly 
rev iew. " A c a d e m y , " which is publ i sh­
ed in W i . n. 

The par ty p u b l i s h i n g house i§ re­
ported as p u b l i s h i n g large numbers of 
b o o k s and pamphlets on sc ient i f ic sub-
juces. some o f w h i c h are o r i g i n a l 
works whi le others are repr in ts and 
t ransla t ions f r o m fo re ign languages 

The ag i t a t ion commit tee reported 
that l u r i n g the year .10,000 meetings 
f o r agi ta t ion purposes were held. D u r ­
i n g the year 3.1">9 people came i n con­
flict w i t h the pol ice. O f these 2,748 
were sentenced to short terms o f i m ­
prisonment. T h e papers of the pa r t y 
were ennfiseated b y the government 
212 t imes in that per iod , and the edi­
tors were in .13 cases impr isoned f o r 
periods r a n g i n g to f r o m 27 days to s i x 
months — C h i c a g o Soc ia l i s t . 

COUNTRY DIVIDED INTO DISTRICTS 
The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Commi t t ee 

has made arangements to concentrate 
i ts resources upon o rgan iza t ion instead 
of upon mere lectures, as i n the past. 
F o r th i s purpose the c o u n t r y hat been 
s u b d i v i d e d into nineten dis t r ic ts , as 
f o l l o w s : 

F i r s t— Connecticut) . Masach i i se t t s , 
V e r m o n t , M i a n e , N e w Hampsh i re , 
Rhode I s l a n d (s tato elect ions 1907 i q 
Massachuse t t s and Rhode Islni-d) . 

S e c o n d — N e w Y o r k , N e w J e i s t y and 
D e l a w a r e stalte e lec t ions in N e w 
Je rsey . 

T h i r d - — P e n n s y l v a n i a , M a r y l a n d nnd 
Wes t V i r g i n i a (state elect ions lv»07 i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a and M a r y l a n d ) . 

F o u r t h — O h i o and K e n t u c k y ' s t a te 
e lect ions 1007 bo th s tn tes) . 

F i f t h — M i c h i g a n and Ind iana . 
S i x t h — W i s c o n s i n and M i n n c * i M , 
Seven th—Tl ino i s and Iowa . 
E i g h t h - M i s s o u r i and Arkansas . 
N i n t h — N e b r a s k a and KsMBS 
T e n t h -Ok lahoma nnd Texas. 
E l e v e n t h — M o n t a n a nnd Idnhn. 
T w e l f t h — A r i z o n a and N e w V e x i . - o . 
T h i r t e e n t h — C o l o r a d o and W y o m ­

i n g . 
F o u r t e e n t h — N o r t h D a k o t a a n d 

South D a k o t a . 
F i f t e e n t h — W a s h i n g t o n and Oregon 

S i x t e e n t h — C a l i f o r n i a , N e v a d a , and 
I ' tah. 

S e v e n t e e n t h — V i r g i n i a , N o r t h Ca ro 
l i n a and South C a r o l i n a . 

Eighteenth—Tennessee , M i s s i s s i p p i , 
and Lou i s i ana . 

N ine t een th—Georg i a , A l a b a m a , and 
F l o r i d a . 

M . W . W i l l i a m s has been assigned 
to the first d i s t r ic t , Isaac Cowan to 
the t h i r d , and J o h n Co l l i n s to the 
f o u r t h . E f f o r t has been made to con 
centrate the work i n states ho ld ing 
eh i l ions in 1907. 

Comrades- We bel ieve that, tho ex 
pulsion quest ion of the Japanese la> 
borers i n C a l i f o r n i a is much due to 
r ac ia l p re jud ice . The Japanese so­
c ia l i s t par ty , therefore , hopes that the 
A m e r i c a n socia l is t pa r t y w i l l endeavor 
to b r i n g tho question to a sa t i s f ac to ry 
issue in accordance w i t h the s p i r i t o f 
in te rna t iona l u n i t y among w o r k i n g 
men. W e also ask the Amer i can social­
is t pnr ty to nequnint us w i t h i ts opin 
ion as to th is quest ion. 

(Signed ) D . K o t o k u , T. S a k a l , K . 
N i s h i k a w a . Care o f Heiminsh : i , V o . 7, 
Roktnhome, flhlntomieho, K i b i a s n l , 
T o k l o . J apan . 
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That New Railroad Great Enthusiasm 
Slave Bill For Socialists 

Borne of the representa t ives tha t 

vo ted i n f a v o r of the s ixteen-hour day 

f o r r a i l r o a d men imag ine that they 

have done someth ing great and are 

c l a i m i n g that the l a w is a good t h i n g , 

because i t prevents the r a i l r oads f r o m 

w o r k i n g t he i r employees fifty-six hours 

w h i c h has been done i n m a n y cases. 

S u c h statement is e n t i r e l y ron ious . 

The b i l l is f u l l of e x c e p t i o n clauses, 

w h i c h p r a c t i c a l l y annuls the s ix teen-

hour clause except i n case o f the tele­

graph operator. 

T h e a n n u l l i n g claase reads as f o l ­

lows, " p r o v i d e d , however , tha t n o t h i n g 

i n t h i s sect ion sha l l be cons t rued to 

a l low any engineer , flreman, conductor 

or t r a i n m a n to desert h i s locomot ive 

or t r a i n i n case o f acc ident , s torms, 

wrecks , washouts , snow b lockade or 

any unavo idab le de lay a r i s i n g f r o m 

l i k e causes. ' 

A n y r a i l r o a d man knows that n i n e t y 
per cent o f delays , l o n g hours are | 
caused by wha t is embraced i n the 
excep t ion clause. 

M o r e o v e r , o w i n g to the g i g a n t i c ' 
p rob lem \ot t r anspo r t a t i on , w i t h the 
s ingle l ines , l ack of side t r acks , i t i s 
i m p r a c t i c a b l e at present to fix num-1 
ber o f hours per day tha t t r a i n m e n 
should w o r k , except that i t be t w e n t y -
f o u r hours and sneh a l a w as t ha t 
w o u l d be ha i l ed w i t h glee by the em­
p l o y i n g class. 

T h e only way to regula te the hours 
o f t r a i n m e n is to l i m i t the number o f 
hours per week, when a man has 
w o r k e d the l i m i t e d number of hours 
per week then he dues not go out u n t i l 
the b e g i n n i n g of the next week. I n 
th is w a y the t r a i n m a n is a l l o w e d t i m e 
to recuperate , p rov ided , however , that 
the l i m i t of hours w o r k e d per week 
do not reach one hundred ani l t w e l v e , 
l i k e the l i i l l now before the legislat un­
provided,. 

T h e hours of t r a imen i n B r i t a i n are 
l i m i t e d to fifty f o u r hours per w< . k 
and sinee th is l aw went i n to effect the 
numl ie r f t acc idents on the r a i l w a y s 
i n that count ry have decreased to an 
exceed ing ly large degree. 

In the case of the te legraph opera 
tors, t w e l v e hours a day , not to con­
s ider s ix teen hours, is too long f o r a n y 
man to t ransmit orders to t r a i n crews. 
I t i s the long hours o f the opera tor 
that makes a w r e c k of h i m and g i v e 
w r o n g orders that resul ts in r a i l r o a d 
wrecks . E i g h t hours per day is l o n g 
f o r any te legraph opera tor and w h e n 
when the w o r k day of the operators is 
reduced to eight hours, then there w i l l 
be a cor responding decrease i n w r e c k s 
caused by operators* b lunders . 

W e have f a i l e d to see a n y t h i n g i n 
the demo-rcpubo papers c l a i m i n g a n y 
good fea tures of the s ixteen-honr l a w . 
In f ac t they are unable to p r in t a n y 
t h i n g about the b i l l except the t e x t 
of the measure. 

T h e N e w s has i n t e r v i e w e d r a i l w a y 
men and they a l l condemn the measure. 
I t i s safe to say tha t i f the b i l l passes 
the senate nnd receives the g o v e r n o r s ' 
s ignature , that i t w i l l be one of the 
first b i l l s that the w o r k e r s of the s ta te 
w i l l demand a r e f e r e n d u m on under the 
D i r e c t L e g i s l a t i v e l aw when that l a w 
becomes opera t ive . 

N e x t week the N e w s w i l l deal w i t h 
the work of the te legraph operator , 
the condi t ions he w o r k s under as w e l l 
as t h r o w i n g some side l i g h t s on the 
l i f e of the t r a i n m e n i n the west . 

In the municipal e lect ions at Born -

hcim, near F r a n k f o r t on M a i n , our com­

rades r ecen t ly doubled the number of 

their represen ta t ives in the c o u n c i l — 

w i n n i n g three seats—despite m prop­

erty q u a l i f i c a t i o n of $300. In the prov-

incse o f B r a n d e n b u r g , at Zehden ich , 

two comrades were elected, w i t h a ma­

j o r i t y o f 50, in to the c o m m u n a l coun­

c i l . I n A l t l u s s h e i m , i n Baden , the so­

c ia l democra t i c l i s t won w i t h 114 to 

115 votes , the bourgeois opponents get­

t ing 69 to 70. In Essen our vote at 

the m u n i c i p a l e lcc t ious rose f r o m 1,492 

in 1904, to 2,238 i n 1906; i n a suburb 

of E s s e n , f r o m HO i n 1903 to 299 i n 

1906. T h e other par t ies , i n c l u d i n g t*he 

Ca tho l i c s , have a l l lost votes . 

I n S t r aa sbu rg i t has beeu r e s ' d / e d to 
pub l i sh our pa r ty organ , -the F r e i e 
Presse, i n a F r e n c h as w e l l as s Ger ­
man e d i t i o n . 

T o g i v e an ides of wha t a power 
our p a r t y has become i n B e r l i n : O n 
the day o f the d i s so lu t ion o f the 
re ichs tag , when our par ty organ had 
no more news than any other, a l l cop­
ies were so ld out o f the V o r w a e r t s . A l l 
people in the t r a in s i n s t i n c t i v e l y ca l led 
for the V o r w a e r t s , copies were sold at 
1 m a r k ( I s . ) , ins tead of ."> p f . ( l - 2 d . ) , 
ani l at the ca fe s spec ia l t i p s were p a i d 
to t h e wa i t e r s to secure a copy (and 
that i n ca fe s where the V o r w a e r t s is 
t aken in severa l copies) . The worke r s 
were lint those who made the demand 
— t h e y had the i r copies in t he i r pock­
ets-—but the bourgeois ie had only one 
in s t i nc t , v i z . , to k r o w wha t the most 
p o w e r f u l pa r t y i n ( l e rn iany had to 
say on the quest ion. 

N e v e r has there been an e lec t ion , 
perhaps, in wh ich the social democracy-
has been comple te ly left to i t s e l f as 
this one. M o r e and more c lear every 
day is the bond w h i c h uni tes a l l bour­
geois par t ies of all c o l o n in common 
h o s t i l i t y to us. We Ml Hktl r ad ica l s 
and nit rn . n t i s e i \ at i w * t 'ormiir, ' htH< 
ances f o r common candida tures nt the 
first ballot. Tha t may even lose us 
c e r t a i n seats, but it lays the founda­
tion o f a future v i c t o r y so much the 
more c e r t a in ly as it implies the ac tua l 
b a n k r u p t c y of the bourgeois l i b e r a l 

«. T h e y declare t he i r own i m 
pot.•n.e ami t h r o w their p r i n c i p l e s 
ove rboa rd .—Jus t i c e . 

Franchise Grab 
Big Corporations Seeking to Deliver 

Montana Into Hands of Octopus 
Through a Sneak 

Kaiser '* Son. 
A s i f K a i s e r W i l l i e l m d i d not have 

t roubles enough w i t h the w i c k e d soc ia l ­

ists, now P r i n c e August W i l h e l m , the 

M l i son, has been caught t r i f l i n g 

w i t h soc ia l i sm a n d is to be shipped to 

the F n i t e d S ta tes to fo rge t h is f a d . 

A u g u s t W i l h e l m has be t rayed great ad­

m i r a t i o n f o r B e l i e l . the lender of par­

l i amen t , and ac tua l l y a t t empted to go 

to w o r k f o r a l i v i n g on a soc ia l i s t 

comic paper in B e r l i n . Thereupon the 

k a i s e r fiercely c lu tched at h i s mus­

tache, swore a lot of " donnorwete r s ' -

am) dec ided to trot the p r i m I to 

A m e r i c a . If that punishment doesn ' t 
cure < I ussio of his e v i l Iiabit9 of p o k i n g 
his nose into economic questions then 
he Is to be m a r r i e d off to P r incess 
A l e x a n d r i a V i c t o r i a v o n Sch le swig -
H o l s t e i n S o n d o n b u r g ( i u c c k s b u r g . Tha t 
ought to ho ld August W i l h e l m f o r 
keeps. - C i t i z e n . 

Child Labor Bill 
D u r i n g the l e g i s l a t i v e assembly of 

1905 an ef for t was made to sneak 

th rough a b i l l tha t w o u l d lega l ize c h i l d 

labor , bu t the un ion men of H e l e n a 

got w o r d of same and f o u g h t the meas­

ure so ha rd tha t the b i l l was k i l l e d . 

T h i s year an e f for t is b e i n g made to 

sneak through a measure that w i l l help 

create c h i l d l abor i n M o n t a n a . 
T h e measure i n p a r t i c u l a r has been 

in t roduced b y M i l l e r of L e w i s k C l a r k 
w h i c h seeks to repeal the act creat­
i n g the bureau o f "hiid a n d a n i m a l pro­
tec t ion . T h i s bu /oau is the i P ' * t ef­
f e c t i v e >tflco 1»» p r e v e n t i n g c h i l l l abor . 
T h e pres ident t a s more than o m o 
t a k e n c h i l d r e n of t h s - «.n years o ld 
of the mines of QSMMSi county and 
recen t ly prosec i ,» i * saloon kee;ier in 
B u t t e f o r emp > r n , » a boy on lor six­
teen as bart> ndor. Kei b e i n g sb!« 'o 
co r rup t the pres ident o f the bureau of 
c h i l d and a n i m a l p ro tec t ion , thn cor­
pora t ions seek to abo l i sh the off ice. 

W a t c h the outcome on th is moasure 
nnd how your represen ta t ives vo te . 

Loca l Eos Ange les has declared fo r 
a general s t r i k e as a protest agninst 
the M o y c r - H a y w o d - P e t t i b o n o o u t r a g e 

Bern Elections 
A t the c i t y e lec t ion i n B e r n , S w i t z e r ­

l a n d , the soc ia l i s t s po l l ed 45 per cent 

o f the t o t s l vo te and e lec ted 9 repre­

s e n t a t i v e s one o f 20, the l i be ra l s 7 

a n d the conserva t ives 4. So the so-

c i a l i s t a are the strongest p a r t y i n the 

c a p i t a l c i t y of S w i t z e r l a n d and soon 

t h e y w i l l have the m a j o r i t y . 
I n B e r n , as i n many other c i t i es of 

S w i t z e r l a n d , ex i s t s the p ropor t iona l 
e l e c t i o n sys tem. F o r those who sre 
not versed i n i t there f o l o w s a short 
e x p l a n a t i o n . F o r ins tance: There are 
20 members to be e lected a n d the re­
p u b l i c a n s , democrats and socia l i s t s are 
i n the field. E a c h pa r t y pu ts 20 names 
on i t s t i c k e t . T h e to t a l vo te is 10,000, 
or 500 f o r each candidate . T h e aver-
ago vo te on the soc ia l i s t t i cke t i s 
4,500, t h i s b e i n g 9 t imes 500 means 
that the 9 cand ida te w i t h the h ighes t 
vo te on. the soc ia l i s t t i c k e t w i l l be 
eeeted. T h e r epub l i c an pol l an aver-
ngo vote o f 3,500; t h i s is 7 t imes 500 
n n d the 7 r epub l icans w i t h the h ighes t 
vo te are elected. The denviera tb ' can­
d ida te s get 2,000 votes on the average 
a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y they elect 4 mem­
bers. The re have to be l a rge e lec t ion 
d i s t r i c t s to m a k e the p ropor t iona l sys­
tem w o r k s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 

There is an innocent l i t t l e b i l l be 

fo r e the l eg i s la tu re at present, i t i s 

House B i l l N o . 34, and in t roduced by 

M a n c h e s t e r (rep.) of B u t t e . 

T h e b i l l is f o r tne benefit of f r s n -
ehise g r a b b i n g corpora t ions and seeks 
to amend a law passed in 190.1. The 
leg is la ture of tha t year passed one o f 
the best l aws on the M o n t a n a s tatutes . 
The law i n ques t ion prevents any c i t y 
counci l f r o m g i v i n g a w a y a f r anch i se . 
A n d no co rpo ra t i on r a n get a f r a n c h i s e 
unless the people b y a r e f e r endum vote 
decide i n their f a v o r . 

B e f o r e the passage of th i s l aw cor­
pora t ions cou ld get a f r a n c h i s e f o r a 
song, and there exs is ted a c o n t i n u a l 
war between the people and the c i t y 
counc i l s on the ques t ion o f g i v i n g away 
f ranch i ses . 

S ince the l aw went in to effect v e r y 
f e w f r anch i se s have been g ran t ed cor­
p o r a t i o n * In n e a r l y e v e r y ins t ance 
the vo te rs have vo ted agains t g i v i n g 
away a f r a n c h i s e regardless o f the i n ­
ducements the corpora t ions migh t offer . 
In f a c t the g i v i n g a w a y o f f r anch i se s 
has become a lost ar t i n M o n t a n a . 

M o r e o v e r c i t y counc i l s w i l l not sub­
mi t to the voters a quest ion ' of g i v i n g 
away a f r anch i se , unless the corpora­
t i o n d e s i r i n g same, puts up enough 
money to pay the cost of the e lec t ion . 
T h i s coupled w i t h the f a c t tha t the 
people w o n ' t g i v e away f r anch i s e s , 
has dampened the c r a v i n g ob su l i -
m i t t i n g the ques t ion to a vote o f the 
people. 

The c a p i t a l i s t s are now s q u e a l i n g 
and s q u i r m i n g against such a l a w and 
they dare not open ly appeal i t . but 
they have t he i r henchmen at w o r k t ry­
i n g to a t tach an innocent l i t t l e r ide r 
to the l a w . 

The r i de r or the M a n c h e s t e r amend 
ment is to the effect that a f t e r I cor­
pora t ion has secured a f r a n c h i s e or 
any e x i s t i n g f r a n c h i s e , the same can 
be ex tended by the c i t y c o u n c i l wi th ­
out s u b m i t t i n g ithe q^iontion to the 
voters f o r t he i r a p p r o v a l or r e j ec t ion . 

I f it i s a good t h i n g f o r the people 
to vote on a l l f r a n c h i s e g i f t s , then it 
is equa l ly as good a t h i n g f o r them 
to vote on e x t e n d i n g the f r a n c h i s e 

The B u t t e Street, f a r company which 
is owned by Sena to r ("lark, the copper 
k i n g , is w o r k i n g hard f o r i ts passage 
and they have a p o w e r f u l l o b b y at 
w o r k i n H e l e n a . 

M a n a g e r W h a r t o n , o f the But te 
street ears, appeared be fo re the com 
mit tee a m i sa id that i f they wanted 
to ex tend the i r l ines two b locks , the 
quest ion had to be s u b m i t t e d to the 
1 pie and it w o u l d cost $2,500 to pay 
the e lec t ion expenses. A l l they wanted 
was to extend the i r l ines a quar ter of 
a m i l e and i f the l a w as changed, the 
c i t y counc i l of B u t t e w o u l d gran t them 
the pe rmi t to ex tend t h e i r l ines wi th ­
out r e f e r r i n g i t to the voters o f But te 
and the Street C a r company would not 
be out the $2,500 e lec t ion B S p s M i I 
O f course, M r . W h a r t o n d id not state 
how much i t w o u l d eost to trent the 
old p a r t y members of the c o u n c i l a f t e r 
they gave the Street C a r company the 
permit . Senator C l a r k a n d other eapi-
l is ts k n o w tha t thev can con t ro l the 

ma jo r i t y of a c i t y c o u n c i l when they 
cannot control the m a j o r i t y o f the 
vo tcr f . 

C i t y counci ls h a t e sold f ranchises , 
but the m a j o r i t y of tne people, w h i l e 
they can be foo l ed occas ional ly , can 
never be bought. 

Other interests that are behind th is 
measure, are the large e lec t r ic power 
companies of the state. The S tanda rd 
O i l interests are d a m m i n g up the r ive r s 
o f the state, a n d b u i l d i n g immense 
power plants and d i s t r i b u t i n g the elec­
t r i c power i n a rad ius of over one hun­
dred miles f r o m the cen t r a l s ta t ion , 
and are endeavor ing to secure a mon-
ojKily of the e lec t r i c l i g h t and power 
b y ge t t ing f r anch i see i n the var ious 
e i t ies of the s tate . 

Where they cannot get a f r anch i se 
they buy up the e x i s t i n g f ranch ise— 
i f there is one. T h e y are e rec t ing 
the i r poles and s t r i n g i n g the i r w i r e s 
a l l over the s ta te . T h e y are l i g h t i n g 
up at n ight the moun ta in passes and 
the prair ies (mi l e s f r o m any town) to 
a l low night c r ews to w o r k on the r a i l 
road cons t ruc t ion that is now g o i n g 
on in this state. 

The E l e c t r i c P o w e r company is p lan­
n i n g to secure f r anch i se s , and raids s re 
to be made on var ious c i t i es of the 
state, and the passage of this amend­
ment w i l l make the w o r k easier f o r 
t icm. Then a l l they w i l l have to say 
is, "We just want a pe rmi t to ere. t 
sjsjf row of poles and s t r i n g wires so 
we .an pass th rough your c i t y . " I f 
the people vote to g ive them that, 
then they can proceed to buy up the 
c i t y counci l and get a permi t to erect 
poles and s t r i ng wi res a l l over the c i t y 
without the same b e i n g submi t ted to 
a vote of the people. T h i s amendment 
is l ike the o ld f a b l e of the camel. H e 
'•"gged his master K> le t h im put h i s 
nose into the tent because i t was so 
co ld outside. T h i s pormisrtiiin b r i n g 
k i n d l y granted, he then begged to put 
his head in. The master protested on 
account of the smal lness of the tent, 
but finally y i e l d e d to persuasion 
Whereupon the camel sa id the warmth 
was so agreeable ttiat he pushed his 
whole body in , and s ince there was 
not room f o r two pushed the master 
out. 

It is i n s p i r i n g nnd prophetic to 
hear the discussions among the people 
of any c i ty when a quest ion has been 
submi t t ed to grant a corpora t ion a 
f ranch ise . E v e r y w h e r e one hears the 
remarks , " V o t e against the f ranch ise , 
we w i l l run that business ourselves 
some day ." 

T h i s is the sent iment that is among 
the masses. T h i s is the sentiment that 
the cap i ta l i s t fears . T h i s is the sen­
t iment they w i o ld c rush out by pnssing 
th is amendment . 

" W e w i l l r un that business ourselves 
some d a y , " how h o p e f u l in this waste 
o f commerc ia l i sm are these words. 

Vos! but it w i l l never be as long as 
the workers elect to office the f l unkeys 
and h i r e l ings of the f ranch i se grab­
b i n g parasi tes. 

"We w i l l run that business ourselves 
some d a y . " Ves, w h e n and only when 
u rn elect a m a j o r i t y o f social is ts to 
govern the s tate . 

German Elections Gambling Law Dis 
Misrepresented turbs Solons 

The associated press reports of the 
t i e rman e lec t ions are to the effect that 
the soc ia l i s t s have been defea ted and 
the K a i s e r v i c to r ious . The reports as 
publ i shed in the cap i t a l i s t papers arc 
m i s l e a d i n g and show a n y t h i n g hut a 
socia l i s t defea t . T h e socia l is ts lost 
19 seats and gained one. T h i s would 
mean that they have elected s ix ty-
three members and w i l l contest seven­
ty - f ive seats i n the second bal lot , of 
w h i c h the oppos i t ion concedes t i n t 
they w i l l w i n nineteen. W h i c h i f they 
do w i l l g i v e them e i g h t y - t w o members 
in the R e i c h s t a g or one more than he-
fore . T h e socal is ts have elected m<«rc 
on the first ba l lo t t h a n they d id at the 
e lec t ion and they also go i n t o the sec-
cond ba l lo t i n more d i s t r i c t s than be­
fore , besides inc reas ing the i r v-ite 
f r o m ten to fifteen per cent . 

H o w e v e r , the reports t ha t are at 
hand , are un re l i ab l e and we w i l l have 
to w a i t f o r more def in i te i n fo rma t ion , 
w h i c h we be l i eve w i l l show more fav­
orab le re turns f o r our G e r m a n com­
rades. 

T h e K a i s e r was b a d l y scared as to 
the outcome o f the e lec t ion and i f the 
soc ia l i s t s d i d not p o l l as la rge a vote 
as the K a i s e r expected t h e y would , be 
w o u l d n a t u r a l l y consider the social is ts 
de fea ted . H o w e v e r , i f i t should hap­
pen that the K a i s e r has checkmated 
the soc ia l i s t s , we c a n re ly on it that 
onr comrades were repulsed not routed. 

It is a m u s i n g to read the cap i ta l i s t 
papers of th i s count ry , h o w g l e e f u l l v 
they gloat over the supposed defeat 
and how they show the i r sympathies to 
be w i t h the roya l snob o f Europ \ a. 
man despised by al l Eu rope . The Br i t 
ish n a v y has been looked on f o r years 
as the po l iceman of Europe , but th is 
d i s t i n c t i o n must be shared by the so­
c i a l i s t s of ( l e rn iany , as they more than 
any one else, have res t ra ined the i ron 
hand of Empero r W i l l i a m . 

L o c a l T a c o m a sends out a conveni­
ent l i t t l e c a r d f o l d e r a d v e r t i s i n g a 
series of five socialist meetings by 
V i n c e n t H a r p e r , b e g i n n i n g on J a n . 15 
and c l o s i n g Feb . 12. The lectures are 
g iven at ( ler tnauia I.all .u .d 15 cents 
a d m i s i o n is charged. M u s i c w i l l be 
g i v e n at the lectures. The subjects are: 
M a n or M a c h i n e , W o m a n or Wns'ntub. 
C h i l d or C h a t t e l . R e v o l u t i o n or E v o 
1 u t ion . The D a w n . 

The gambl ing law of M o n t a n a i s 

p r o v i n g a source of in te res t ing byp lay 

in the l eg i s l a tu re . The republ icans 

are m a k i n g a scape g> at of the dem­

ocrat Governor Toole and l a y i n g the 
shameless fa rce o f the v i o l a t i o n of the 
g a m b l i n g law throughout the state, 

and especial ly i n He lena , upon the gov­

e r n o r ' s execu t ive shoulders. T h e y in­

t roduced a measure m a k i n g h i m re­
sponsible f o r the enforcement o f the 
l aw . Whi tes ide , of F l a t h e a d , a dem­

ocrat , moved to amend by i n se r t i ng 

G a l e n ' s ( r epub l i can) name f o r Too le ' s . 

T h e republ ican amalgamated so l id set 
d o w n on that p rompt ly . T h e y ' l l blame 

Toole , their p o l i t i c a l opponent, but tha 
w h i t e dove republ ican must be l e f t un­

t a in t ed by the samo offense. 

T h i s l eg i s l a t ive business is one o f 
the most brazen impos i t ion upon the 
w o r k i n g class o f an the i n f amies o f 
the rule over t h e m b y the exploi ters . 
T h e legislatures are s i m p l y to c lench 
the exp lo i t s t i on b y the rulers , w i t h the 
show of a machine . T h e y do no th ing 
of any social va lue . T h e y put up men 
of s t raw and k n o c k them down aga in . 
T h e y amend a n d resolute, and t a l k 
f o o l i s h l y , and t u r n down what they 
t a l k about, and a d j o u r n , and put i n 
t i m e ; and e v e r y t h i n g they do common 
sense would set t le in a f e w momen t s ' 
t ime. The state wou ld be in i n f i n i t e l y -
bet ter shape i f they never met at a l l 
— i f there was no legis la ture whatever , 
say f o r ten years . A l l they do is to 
waste a lot of money to g i v e a lot o f 
g r a f t e r s a job . and the state interests 
are no w h i t f u r t h e r advanced . T h e 
meet , g ive a show of popular acquies-
i . i i c i to the deeds that the cap i t a l i s t s 
wish to do f o r t l n i r own profi t . A n d 
t h i n it is another way to waste the 
M i r p l u s that the workers create. I t 
rea l ly is not much mat ter to the work­
ers to what l eng th they go. The more 
o ld , was t e fu l a n d unrighteous are t h e n 
methods the sooner w i l l the workers 
see how helpless is the i r state u n t i l 
they themselves take a hand in mould­
ing their a f f a i r s . T w o or three social­
ists in each leg is la ture mark tho en­
trance of the w e d g - whieh .vi l l r> nd 
the r i r k o f e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

WYOMING EIGHT HOUR LAW 
Three months ago the supreme court 

of W y o m i n g dec la red the eight-hour 

law o f that s tate uncons t i t u t i ona l , a l ­

though the l a w had been on the sta­

tutes fifteen years ago. T h e law was 

be ing v i o l a t e d and no ef for t to enforce 

same was b e i n g made b y the officers 

of the law and i t was a ha rd matter 

to get a case aga ins t any mine owner 

or co rpo ra t i on f o r t r i a l . 

In order to make a test case, a 

un ion m i n e r agreed to have the union 

b r i n g su i t aga ins t h i m , w h i c h resulted 

i n the case b e i n g dec ided agains t the 

union and the e ight -hour l aw declared 

uncons t i t u t i ona l . 

T h e coal mine r s of W y o m i n g have 
h s d a n e ight -hour l a w f o r miners d ra f t ­
ed nnd sent a s t r o n g l o b b y to Chey­
enne to w o r k f o r the enactment of the 
same b y the present l e g i s l a t i v e as­
sembly . 

T h e l e g i s l a t i v e commi t tee on cap i ta l 
and l abor havo passed the b i l l up to 
the a t to rney genernl of W y o m i n g f o r 
an o p i n i o n b e f o r e t a k i n g ac t ion on 
snme. 

T h e r e nro no soc ia l i s t s in the W y o ­
m i n g l eg i s l a tu r e ; had the workers of 

that state e lec ted a bunch of soc ia l i s t s 
representa t ives there w o u l d havo been 
no necessi ty o f s e n d i n g a lobby to 
w o r k f o r a labor measure. 

W e do not hear o f a lobby b e i n g 
sent to the l eg i s l a tu re of Wisco t i s in 
since the soc ia l i s t s elected a delega­
t ion . 

It used to be a common t h i n g f o r 
the B r i t i s h unions to send a lobby end 
pe t i t ions to the House of Commons, 
but the B r i t i s h un ion men got wise , 
elected t h i r t y - e i g h t socia l is ts and those 
th i r ty -e igh t M . P.s now f o r m the l obby 
and each one o f them represents a 
good fighting p e t i t i o n . 

I t i s imposs ib le to t e l l s t th is t ime 
how the W y o m i n g e ight hour l aw w i l l 
f a re , but I f the l eg i s la to rs of W y o m i n g 
are a n y t h i n g l i k e the M o n t a n a ones 
we can expect the b i l l to be amended 
m a k i n g s i x t een hours the legal w o r k 
day i n mines 

The soc ia l i s t p a r t y at C i n c i n n s t i , at 

i t s recent conven t ion elected a new 

c i t y c e n t r a l commit toe , w i t h D a i s y 

C o n k l l n as secre tary and N i c h o l a s 

K l e i n as c h a i r m a n . W . J . M i l l a r d is 

the e l t y o rgan ize r . A n act ive lecture 

campaign is b e i n g ou t l ined . 

F r o m Japanese Socialists 
Dear Comrades—I have been in­

s t ruc ted b y the representat ives of the 

socia l i s t p a r t y i n J a p a n to f o r w a r d 

the enclosed mat ter to y o u f o r publ ica­

t ion , and to send copies to a l l pr in­

c i p a l socia l i s t papers i n the K n i f e d 

S ta tes and to na t iona l headquarters at 

Ch icago . 

The socia l i s t papers i n Amer i ca do 
not seem qui te clear in t h e i r general a.1** 
t i tude t o w a r d the .Tapnnese expulsion 
quest ion, nnd the comrades of J apan 
are a s k i n g whether or not A m e r i c a n 
socia l i s t s are go ing to be true to the 
exhor t a t i on of M a r x — " W o r k i n g m e n 
of a l l countr ies , u n i t e " — o r whether 
they are to encourage content ion and 
d i v i s i o n on the g round o f race preju­
dice. F r a t e r n a l l y yours , 

K . KANEKO. 

Toronto, a t own or .1)0,(100, p, ||,>,| 
8,000 f o r the soc ia l i <t candidate t o r 
mayor . 

B e r l i n . J a n . 14.—The seventh con 
gres of the S i l e s i a n social demo­
cra ts was held at Prague d u r i n g Chr i s t ­
mas week. T h e off icial report of the 
par ty shows that the par ty now has 
I."17 organiza t ions , wh i l e in 1!*M i t 
had only 1,075. The to ta l number o f 
members i n these 1,517 organiza t ions is 
99,098. 

The report a l so shows that the pa r t y 
ha* sixteen political papers, three o f 
which are da i l i es , and one a month ly 
rev iew. " A c a d e m y , " which is publ i sh­
ed in W i . n. 

The par ty p u b l i s h i n g house i§ re­
ported as p u b l i s h i n g large numbers of 
b o o k s and pamphlets on sc ient i f ic sub-
juces. some o f w h i c h are o r i g i n a l 
works whi le others are repr in ts and 
t ransla t ions f r o m fo re ign languages 

The ag i t a t ion commit tee reported 
that l u r i n g the year .10,000 meetings 
f o r agi ta t ion purposes were held. D u r ­
i n g the year 3.1">9 people came i n con­
flict w i t h the pol ice. O f these 2,748 
were sentenced to short terms o f i m ­
prisonment. T h e papers of the pa r t y 
were ennfiseated b y the government 
212 t imes in that per iod , and the edi­
tors were in .13 cases impr isoned f o r 
periods r a n g i n g to f r o m 27 days to s i x 
months — C h i c a g o Soc ia l i s t . 

COUNTRY DIVIDED INTO DISTRICTS 
The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Commi t t ee 

has made arangements to concentrate 
i ts resources upon o rgan iza t ion instead 
of upon mere lectures, as i n the past. 
F o r th i s purpose the c o u n t r y hat been 
s u b d i v i d e d into nineten dis t r ic ts , as 
f o l l o w s : 

F i r s t— Connecticut) . Masach i i se t t s , 
V e r m o n t , M i a n e , N e w Hampsh i re , 
Rhode I s l a n d (s tato elect ions 1907 i q 
Massachuse t t s and Rhode Islni-d) . 

S e c o n d — N e w Y o r k , N e w J e i s t y and 
D e l a w a r e stalte e lec t ions in N e w 
Je rsey . 

T h i r d - — P e n n s y l v a n i a , M a r y l a n d nnd 
Wes t V i r g i n i a (state elect ions lv»07 i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a and M a r y l a n d ) . 

F o u r t h — O h i o and K e n t u c k y ' s t a te 
e lect ions 1007 bo th s tn tes) . 

F i f t h — M i c h i g a n and Ind iana . 
S i x t h — W i s c o n s i n and M i n n c * i M , 
Seven th—Tl ino i s and Iowa . 
E i g h t h - M i s s o u r i and Arkansas . 
N i n t h — N e b r a s k a and KsMBS 
T e n t h -Ok lahoma nnd Texas. 
E l e v e n t h — M o n t a n a nnd Idnhn. 
T w e l f t h — A r i z o n a and N e w V e x i . - o . 
T h i r t e e n t h — C o l o r a d o and W y o m ­

i n g . 
F o u r t e e n t h — N o r t h D a k o t a a n d 

South D a k o t a . 
F i f t e e n t h — W a s h i n g t o n and Oregon 

S i x t e e n t h — C a l i f o r n i a , N e v a d a , and 
I ' tah. 

S e v e n t e e n t h — V i r g i n i a , N o r t h Ca ro 
l i n a and South C a r o l i n a . 

Eighteenth—Tennessee , M i s s i s s i p p i , 
and Lou i s i ana . 

N ine t een th—Georg i a , A l a b a m a , and 
F l o r i d a . 

M . W . W i l l i a m s has been assigned 
to the first d i s t r ic t , Isaac Cowan to 
the t h i r d , and J o h n Co l l i n s to the 
f o u r t h . E f f o r t has been made to con 
centrate the work i n states ho ld ing 
eh i l ions in 1907. 

Comrades- We bel ieve that, tho ex 
pulsion quest ion of the Japanese la> 
borers i n C a l i f o r n i a is much due to 
r ac ia l p re jud ice . The Japanese so­
c ia l i s t par ty , therefore , hopes that the 
A m e r i c a n socia l is t pa r t y w i l l endeavor 
to b r i n g tho question to a sa t i s f ac to ry 
issue in accordance w i t h the s p i r i t o f 
in te rna t iona l u n i t y among w o r k i n g 
men. W e also ask the Amer i can social­
is t pnr ty to nequnint us w i t h i ts opin 
ion as to th is quest ion. 

(Signed ) D . K o t o k u , T. S a k a l , K . 
N i s h i k a w a . Care o f Heiminsh : i , V o . 7, 
Roktnhome, flhlntomieho, K i b i a s n l , 
T o k l o . J apan . 
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