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IN CASE:YOUTHADN'T NOTICED

CGhis is the second issue of a magazine under the title of

PACIFIC WEEKLY, but the eleventh issue of a mag:

azine which was established and first published October
25, 1934, and of which I was editor. That magazine was Con-
troversy, and it remains as Controversy, now being published
fortnightly by Harold L. Mack, wth Colonel Mack as editor
and’ Elliott Taylor as managing editor. In fact, you regular
subscribers to Controversy, while I was its editor, have al-

ready received the first issue of Controversy under the editor-

" ship of Colonel Mack and Mr. Taylor. Itisa fine magazine—
_ begggr, I do not hesitate to admit, than I could have made it
without the absolute free rein under which I am at my best.

Both Controversy and PACIFIC WEEKLY are going out
to the orginal subscribers to Controversy. You are entitled to
receive both of them but we would appreciate it if you would

specifically express your choice and notify Controversy or

PACIFIC WEEKLY.

I have continued the volume number of Controversy on
PACIFIC WEEKLY because, with the exception of Colonel
Mack and David Warren Ryder, all contributors to the orig-
inal magazine remain with me in the production of PACIFIC
WEEKLY. : - _ .

Under my editorship there will be no restraint whatsoever
on these contributors. PACIFIC WEEKLY will not hesitate
to print what it pleases to print and you will be surprised at

the latitude of that. PACIFIC WEEKLY will be liberal and

it will be radical—this last in the dictionary sense—because

there is a need in California today for a printed word that' will
offset the flood of capitalist and fascist propaganda which

- both deliberately and unwittingly is flowing through the state.
PACIFIC WEEKLY will not uphold or support any organi-
_zation as such—socialist, communist, vigilante, Liberty League,

Democratic, Republican, Epic. It will endeavor. to give utter-
ance to claims and protests of all and any of these which it
deems are for the public good.

I am proud to have as my associates and contributors those
whose names appear with mine on the following page. They
are all men and women of intelligence, discernment and rare
ability in the various walks they tread in life. They are not
agreed on any subject I can think of, but they are enthusias-
tic defenders of their personal philosophies and ardent be-
lievers in the dissemination of truth. They will contribute
from time to time to the columns of PACIFIC WEEKLY that
which is nearest to their hearts and closest to their ken. This
will result in interesting and enlightening, as well as impor-
tant and entertaining pages of politics, economics, literature,
art, science and life generally. :

PACIFIC WEEKLY will get better from week to week.

I am sure that you will like it. \
—W. K. BASSETT

NOTES AND COMMENT ~

ACIFIC WEEKLY this week presents.

what we choose to call “two docu-
ments”. They are written by two

young men. They are entitled “"We
Learn™ and “We Save California™. We con-

* sider them telling and vital documents. The

.two young men who wrote them are per-
sonally known to the editor of this maga- -

zine. The author of “We Learn™ is an hon-

. and a Phi Beta Kappa; the writer of “We
Save California” is a young man, perhaps
not with equal academic background, but
of exceptionally good family, keen-minded,
‘and at present in magazinc work in Califor-
nia.’

You may yell “‘red’ at one of these docu-
ments and “‘sour grapes” at the other™, but
that doesn’t settle anything. It isn't assimple
as that. The fact remains that these young
men had these experiences, said these things
and wrote these words. What you read in
these two documents are human reactions.
They touch on serious problems of our civil-
ization and they are delineations of those
problems as occur in the minds of two Calif-
ornia young men who ire soon to be certain
and active parts of the machinery of our

- social system. >

The tone of “We Learn” carries a note
of bitter disrespect; that of “We Save Calif-
ornia” of amused contempt. Well, what a-
bout it? These young men were not born

with this ‘disrespect and contempt. They
learned it. It was created in them by what?
By the very forces that pretend to teach no-

bility of character, true Ameriganism, high .

statesmanship, and- instead practice ignobili-
ty, un-Americanism and political chicanery.

The patriotic organizaticns which depend
on gagging people to gain their ends; the
political and capitalist rings that depend on

falsehood to cloud an issue; the narrow-
We | . n- . minded traditionalists who are blind to the
or student at the University of California, -

march of events—these are responsible for
what is in the minds of these young men
and they will be responsible for what results
from what is in the minds of these young
men. Disrespect and con’empt amalgama-

‘ted have a percussionary effect.

ENGLAND'S proposed scheme to realize
everlasting peace in the world should be
viewed with suspicion if only for the reason
that war hasn't ever done England a great
deal of harm—materially. In fact, history
records that in modern times there has never
been a war anywhere in the world, and
whether or not she has been®actively in-
volved in it, that England did not turn up
at the end wth some material advantage.
Only her war against the' American Colo-
nies was an exception and at that time Eng-
land didn’t consider that sl e was losing any-
thing. She wasn't, really—then. Generally
a war in which she is matericlly involved,
or in which she is.apparently no more than
an onlooker ends up with her having more

territory under the British flag. The. World
war did her good in the main in that it para-
lzed the world trade of Germany which
had grown to proportions which menaced
Great Britain industrially. As early as 1909
George Bernard Shaw predicted war be-
tween England and Germany because, he
said, of Germany's growing world trade and
its gradual closing of more and more British
markets. So, no matter what high humani-
tarian idea English statesmen may have, it
must be remembered that, as in America,
the flag is hoisted, when it’s time to hoist it,
by the English businessmen.

card which is pretty rough, but nevertheless
gives us something to think about other than
what last week cost, us which4s not an en-
tirely unrelated matter. The “greeting” comes
from oné in Hollywood where, we have
come to believe everything is consistently
rosy and every man sends presents to all

~the wives he has had and every wife remem-
bers handsomely her far-flung husbands. But .
this Christmas card appears to be a differ- ' |
ent vein. We repeat that it is_a bjt rough,
but we also repeat that it gives us some-
thing to think about. Here it is: |

*WE ARE in receipt of a belated Christmas .
|

Christmas is a racket; a feast of mer-
chants presided over_.by that bloated
hypocrite, Santa Claus, Ambassador of #
Big Business. s

It is that supreme day of the year
when the contrast between rich and
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poor is most cruelly emphasized. A

few sit by warm fires enjoying rich -
food while hundreds of jobless men rot
in flop houses. -

- Girls working fer $16 a week wrap
three thousand gifts and! unwrap one.
Street car men asking delent hours and
a living wage are locked out while the
L. A. Railway Co. declares a cash div-
dend of $982.958. ,

. Undernourished  children receiving
the patronizing charity of one full meal
a year.

.. There can be no morality without
Social Justice. Let us make vigorous
mass protest against this senseless orgy.

THE JURY is chosen for the Criﬁ'u'ml Syn-
dicalism trials in Sacramento. Eighteen men
and women, mostly young, very serious, are
on trial for “aiding, abetting and organiz-
ing"—to improve the conditions of Ameri-
can workers. A prosecution calling for blood
in a heated, hating red-baiting atmosphere
seeks to prove these young people wanted
to bring about the terrors Mr. Hearst thinks
up in his nightmare editorials. It is impor-
tant for- American men and women to see
that these trials do not end in a cloud of

. fascist injustice—a new Mooney case.

THE TAX on bank checks is off at last.

" Tt is'reported that last year alone the return

to the gc t was in excess of $40,000-

governmen
000. Now the rich and the big employers, .
whose money most of that forty million was,

will be able to take what they will save this
year and divide it between stockholders and
workers, or new equipment and workers,
on increised production and workers or
more golf and workers. Chances are it will
be divided between stockholders and new
equipment and increased .production and
more golf. - L

son, on

ing to the German people, and of perse-
His account of his own imprison-
ment in 4 concentration camp, simple and
clear, had its effect on the young people.
After sewsral wgeks, several days, in fact, the
condition and atmosphere of the camp made
it i for a victim to have any peace
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swas revoked. The guards have the right to
do anything they wish to the prisoners: beat,
‘torture, intimidate, terrorize, hang, shoot or
incite to suicide. The Storm Troopers take
full advantage of their license. After a few
days of such life in camp a_prisoner be-
comes so nerve-wracked, particularly be-
<ause of the atmosphere of “what’s next?”
that he comes very near to insanity.

Herr Sieger told how his wife was put in
a concentration camp for no apparent
reason. She was classed as a political priso-
ner, and treatment for such prisoners is
harsher than for any other type. Worse still,
however, her seventeen-months-old baby was
‘also taken “prisoner” and given a criminal
number.

Sieger’s acount of his escape was exciting,
but he felt it unimportant. When pressed
to tell it, he did so, saying, however: “But
remember, this is not important. The fact
that I was lucky enough to escape does not
mean that those poor victims still prisoners,
and those at present free but living under
the terror, have a chance of escaping. The
chances are small. Fascism must be fought.”

One of the points that Sieger stressed
was the need of fighting fascism now. He
said that in Germany, although it was ex-
pected, the people waited until it came be-
fore they started to fight it. He said that on-
ly'about ten per cent of those who are being
persecuted are Jews and that near ninety
per cent are pacifists, socialists, social demo-

crats, liberals, Catholics, communists, trade

unionists and Reichwehr men.

Sieger is a tragic man, without a coun-
try. If he went back to Germany he would
be tortured and probably put to death.
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LINCOLN
STEFFENS
SPEAKING--

A HAPPY NEW YEAR to you. And I
mean new. '
*

A prophet forsees that, when New York
has its own power and light, it wil have
hot water, too.

* »

‘The National Chamber of Commerce /__,-}‘
urges that the 7 A section of the NRAbe

eliminated. This is the clause proposed in
the original, the one clause, for labor. The
rest is for business.. And, in accordaitce with
my theory that sincerity and intelligence

-are twins, I feel that I can aver with sincer-

ity, that the reform of the NRA by the
Chamber of Commerce is sincere. As I have
often explained, all that business wants in

_ this world is the earth.

* »

Professor Lipman of the University of
California has reported to the Society of
American Bacteriologists of Chicago that he
has discovered again that rocks are “‘living™;
that a kind of bacteria lives in travertine
rocks found in Yellowstone Park. That's
nothing. Robinson Jeffers has known all his
adult life that there is. life in stones. And
he knows stones. He has carried up his hill
on the point living stones from the sea shore
to build into his house and tower. He may

not be known to his nearest neighbors, but
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some friends of his who are not right next
door are aware that he has talked to and
‘listened to all those stones in his house all
these years. Perhaps that's ‘why he carries
them so long and so constantly, for the
messages they whisper to him of the five
hundred million years of their quiet listen-
ing life Perhaps that’s why he is so quiet
and such a good listener himself. Perhaps

indeed that is why he differs so essentially
from his wife, Una, and from me. It is quite -

possible that he knows something that we

know.

- who have never listened to stones, do not

. * =

You could invent and perfect a social phil-
osophy built solely upon the wish to save
the children of the rich.’ They certainly need
saving, as well as the poor. But the philoso-
phy that would save them would save the
poor also. A philosophy of revolution
would be the opposite of a philosophy

PERFID

urTE editorially last week, in a let-
ter addressed to the members of
the American Newspaper Guild, I
referred to the perversion of news-

paper reporters by the publishers who hire -

them, and to the necessity for a newspaper-
man to keep constantly in mind the sacred
‘cows of the publisher and his personal de-
sires in the handling of almost any kind of
news.” -

I had hardly got the words out of my

_ mouth when the San Francisco Chronicle
- and the San Francisco Examiner perpetrated
. one of the most striking examples of just ‘
~ what I mean. The other San Francisco

papers were probably as rank in the same

matter, but the two morning papers will suf- .

ficiently -illustrate my point. I will firet
state the case and then take you behind the
_scenes to show you how it is done and just
how contemptible it is. I believe I can also

show you how it is a case of obtaining mon- -
. ey under false pretenses on the part of news-
papers which accept certain sums a month-

from subscribers under the tacit understand-
ing that they will provide the news in re-
turn for it.

Let us take the Chronicle first.

On page one, column one of the Chroni-
cle last Friday morning there-appeared an
Associated Press story from Washington,
D. C., - which began with the following para-
graph: -

Washington, Dec. 27 -(AP)—The
labor relations board today asked
- NRA'’s compliance division to remove

PACIFIC WEEKLY

of war: it would sacrifice only the parents.

* *
Some non-athuetis students were in here

this week who explained in part the troubles
“and splits of their campus by saying that

college athletics had become Big Business.

* %

" I see that Ernest Thompson Seton and his

wife, Grace, are to be divorced after all
these years. I knew Grace Gallatan well al-
most: from birth. She used to come over to
our house in Sacramento and see my sisters,
and T used her, as I did them, to train my

- pony to walk over their prostrate bodies

without hurting them. The pony learned to
step gracefully between them. He began
with logs and then when he could step over
the logs without touching them I tried him
on the girls, intending, if none of them was
hurt, to go on to males. My father whipped
me once for making on these girls an ex-

by W. K. BASseTT

the San Francisco Call-Bulletin’s Blue

Eagle for failing to reinstate Dean S. .

Jennings, a rewrite man.

I set that paragraph apart because I want
you to center your attention on it particu-
larly. I want you to note that it is a
straightforward statement containing what
is undoubtedly a surprisingly interesting
piece of news. S
" Now, here are the next four paragraphs:

Jennings complained to the board he.
had been forced to resign because of
~ his activity with the American News-

paper Guild. ‘
The board upheld Jennings' conten-
tion. L

This decision of the board was over
the argument of Donald R. Richberg,

# . director of the emergency council, that

the labor board lacked jurisdiction.

.. Richberg and Blackwell Smith, N

- general counsel, maintained, with the
Call-Bulletin, that the complaint should
have been heard by the newspaper in-
dustriat board. L

The paper did not present any testi-
mony_regarding the circumstances of
Jennings' departure from his job, con-
fining its case to its claim that the labor:
board had no jurisdiction.
Interesting, isn't it, and important?. A

straight, unprejudiced, unbiassed story, sent
out by the Associated Press which has a rep-
utation for being unprejudiced and -unbi-
assed. It isn’t, actually, but it makes a

strong pretense to be and in this instance it .

has pretty well lived up to the pretense.

3
periment which I suppose he thought should .
have been begun on mice. _ :
* =%

Americanism: it's gradually, very gradual-
ly, getting rid of our grafters without in-
terfering in any way with the graft. I doubt
that it can be done. At the risk of treason
I have my doubts about it.

When Pop Ernest (Doelter) and Jo Dav-
idsom; the sculptor, said goodbye six months
ago they embraced. And you could see that
each felt that they were artists. As they
were. And now Pop Ernest is gone.

. * =

It turns out to have been a Wall Street
broker who suggested a dictator and a march
on Washington—so prematurely.

* s

The War Department seems to be pretty
bad, compared, I mean, to corrupt city gov-
ernment.

Y OF THE PRES$

But the Chronicle didn't like that AP.
story. The publisher of the Chronicle did-
n't like it. You can bet almost anything that
the rank and file of the reporters on the
Chronicle staff liked it, and that every news-
paperman in San Francisco, and the country,
for that matter, liked it. But the Chronicle,
of course, didn’t.

What to do? As it was an Associated
Press story the Chronicle could not take
liberties with it. It could throw the whole
thing away, if it wanted to, but it couldn’t
change it in any way and [Rave that little
(AP) at the beginning of it. The Chronicle
is one of those papers which still believe
that the public is impressed by that little
(AP). Really, it isn't, much—a big part
«of the public doesn’t even notice it, or know
what it means when it does. But thé Chroni-
cle consders it a stock in trade.

What to do? Well, here’'s what the

Chronicle did.

If you go back and read that story—the
first five paragraphs of it which I quoted—
you get the idea that a request has been
made by the Labor Relations Board that the
Blue Eagle be taken away from the San
Francisco Call-Bulletin. Pretty plain, isn't
it? :

What happens to a story usually when
it%s received in the newsroom of a news
paper in the order run of events? If, for ex
ample, this had been a story to the effect that

a request had been made for the removal ,
“of the Blue Eagle from the Umpity Chain

Stores of Keokuk, Iowa, the story would
have been shot over to the copydesk and the
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man “in the slot” on the desk would have
designated the kind of headline he wanted
written on it and shot it across to a copy-
reader. The copyreader would have read it
for typographical errors, or to cut it, if he
considered it too long and then written a

headline on it that would have set forth
, whathefwndmtheﬁrstpangnph some-

thing like this:
' MAY TAKE EAGLE
FROM CHAIN STORES

HewmlddOthxsbecausehexsanew&
perman and he knows that in a straight
news story thé story is properly in the figst
paragraph and the head should be written

B

So much for‘)e Keokuk chain stores
which mean not athmgm,any,pouiblae
way to the San Prancisco Chronicle except
uthcyprqndcapleccofncws, As far as

:heChrmuclexsconcemedtbecopyradcr

papaand.nowisthetim’cforallgoodnews«
papers to come to the aid of each other.
So when. the Call-Bulletin Blue Eagle

© _ story came in, it went to the managing edi-

tor and from him robablyuptothep:b—

lisher, and the publisher sent word back to

the managing editor and the managing ed-
itor passed the word along to the man “in the

~ slot™ on the copydesk, along with the story,
- and then one of the copyreaders, on brders,

wrote this headline on it:

PRESS OF U. S.
TO MAP WAR
ON RULING OF
LABOR BOARD

"There it is! Nowlookbackandreadthe
first five paragraphs ofsthe story as I have

‘quoted them for you. Good headline, isn’t

u’Wnttcnnghtontheleadof'thestory
isn’t-it? Gives you a good idea what the

- story is about, doesn’t it?

hhhell,udou'ltdoemtatalltellyw
the news as. contsined in the Associated
Press story. The headline is actually writ-
ten on a z?ngnph that appears farther
paragriph in the story, and

nat.hencwsatall The news is that the
Labor Relations Board requested the remov-
al of the Call-Bulletin's Blue Eagle. That
gncwslutl’nday morning and it

therfomclcmxribcnhada'-

PACIFIC
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LABOR BOARD ASKS
*  BLUE EAGLE BE TAKEN
FROM CALL-BULLETIN

and that 1s the headline the copyreader, with
integrity, ethics and honor would have writ-
‘ten on the story if his published had been
ethical and honorable and possessed of mteg

rity.

So much for the Chronicle.

The Examiner handled t in a different
way but to the same ignoble end. Actually,
Hearst was a bit less decent about it. The
Examiner manipulated the bunk from the
sending instead of the receiving . end.

Hearst owns a news service called the
Universal Service. It isn’t much shucks of
a news. service and is only used by those
newspapers which can’t get the Associated

Press or the United Press. Well, when the

Hearst higher-ups in the Universal Service
headquarters in New York were informed
from Washington of the request of the La-
bor Relations Board that the Hearst Call-
Bucliletin's Blue Eagle be taken away, they
sai
Hcllsbells,wecantscndwtamyhkc
that. We'll get another angle on it and lead
with the protest of the newspaper | publishers
against such a recomfiendation.”
So they did: You see, Universal Service
can d6 that. It can make a story read just

- as it pleases. It generally does. That's why

it’s ‘not much shucks as a news service. So
out of New York (Universal Service) goes
the story with the first paragraph reading
like this in the San Francisco Examiner:
New York, Dec. 27— (Universal Ser-
vice).—Howard Davis, chairman of
the Publishers’ National Code Com-
mittee, announced tonight that a con-
vention of 1,200 ncwspapers will be
called immediately to consider the Nat-
ional Labor Relations Board action in
the San Francisco Call-Bulletin case.

Isn’t that a prize introductory paragraph
for a news story? How every newspaper re-
porter who reads it will laugh at that one!
That paragraph is like starting a brand new
bank robbery story this way:

“"John Doe and his gang were being hun-
ted by police today in connection with the
bankrobberymdthe hﬂmgofsnxpersons"

“The Call-Bulletin case™, the Examiner
tells you, being careful to put the soft pedal
on the fact that “the Call-Bulletin case” is
the quite important matter of the possible

loss of the Blue Eagle by a metropolitan

newspaper.
If a reporter wrote a lead such as my ex-

ample on a bank robbery and murder he
would be fired, and well he should be. The

‘newspaper oﬁcnl who dictated the Univer-

sal Servxccle lac} shouldbl;e hung, drawn and
qgartere preferably by a committee from
American Newspaper Guild.
The truth is, or have you guessed it, that
the Chronicle and the Examiner do not want

]anuary 4, 1935

their readers to learn much about the News
paper Guild’s battle for fair treatment and
living wages and decent hours. They don't
want you to khow how Jennings was treated
by the Call-Bulletin, how Redfern Mason
was treated by the Examiner, how Clifford
Gessler was treated by the Honolulu Star-
Bulletin, how®three men were treated by
the Oakland Tribune. E

The newspaper publishers are battling a-
gainst organization by newspaper reporters,
rewrite men and copyreaders, as they battled
against organization by type-setters and

_ pressmen years ago. They'll lose, eventual-

ly,®ust as tbey lost to the typographical
and pressmen's unions, but the poor news-
paper boys will take a lot of beatings before
the inevitable end is reached.

In the meantime I shall give vent Boa lot
of ire I have been suﬁenng with the sup-
pression of for the ten years. I shall
touch printer’s ink to a bunch of confesssions
that are pretty liable to distribute pains in
the neck among publishers, owners and man-
aging editors of certain new spapers in San
Francisco, Oakland, Honolulu, Boston and
Providence, R. 1.

SONG OF THE S‘TONEMASON

There’s many a wall

I've known the call

To lay within my time;

And I carved each block

Of living rock

To the ring of a hammered rhyme.
And though I'm worn

And>my hands are tomn

And the mark of the years I've known;
Ten thousand rains

Will beat in vain ' A
On the dreams I've dreamed—in stone.

—The living rock will serve above my
he

Tombstones are the stones that’make a
wall—
Close I hug the granite for its warmth,
and all
I ask is but a place to make my bnad;
- -RoN MACKIE

1GAME COCK
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OVIE AUDIENCES are so iccustomed
to applauding violence against
“ radicals that they find themselves

A. V. A alittle embarrassed at**The Pres-
~ ident Vanishes” (Paramount). The early
scenes show the gray shirts beating anti-war
" speakers to death and draw ripples of hand-
clapping from the more exhuberant and less
thoughtful members of the spectators.

.. Later they- are given opportunity to

blush into their collars when the president,:

hero of the film, denounces the gray shirt
capers and takes desperate means to prevent

the country from being plunged into a world -
war. The applause is heavier, it must be -

~ gaid in defense of the intelligence of the film
audiénce, when the gray shirt leader is killed
and the president succeeds in his fight for
peace. - B '

““The President Vanishes”, as was ably

stated in last week’s issue of this worthy

gazette, drew thinder both from right and |

left when it first appeared. The Great
Heagst bellowed throughout his wind-blown
daisy chain that the picture was the vilest
communist propaganda, concocted by ene-
mies of the worthy rich who should be_per-
mitted to continue running the nation with-
out leash. A

The reason for the Hearstian dart i3 simple
when one gees the¢ picture. One of the group
of magnates whq seeks to foment the war
and establish the\gray shirt fascists is the
publisher of_a stging of papers. The others
are steel an nitions tycoons. The pub-
lishers promises them he’ll make the public
war-conscious overnight with his journals:

~ On'the other hand the communist organs .

branded “The President Vanishes™ as fas’

cist demagogic propaganda. This I ‘can’t’|
quite go along with. It isn’t always the most *
intelligent propaganda, but I' can’t find d*

way to call it fascist.

. The story is like this: The munitions-steel
publisher group needs a war for busirress.
There is-already one in Europe and the prof-

its there are plentiful. The president (played

excellently by Arthur Byron) sees no reason
why American youth should be sent to for-

eign soil to collect bankers’ bets. Congress -

is willing to fight (which means to wave the
" flag- while others fight) and the imperialist

- gang ‘hopes to sweep aside the president’s’

will with a- wave of induceds popular

hysteria.
When things get too critical the presi-

dent has himself kidnaped, and the public

turns its thoughts from war to the finding of

its missing idol. He stays in hiding until the-

war craze has abated and then ret under
* dramatic circumstances which ir‘::'«;?ve the
killing of the gray shirt leader and a suc-
‘cessful radio appeal to the people for peace.

PAGCIFIC WEEKLY

EMA DOTH PROTEST

by WINTHROP RUTLEGE

- With certain of the communist argu-

ments.against the picture I can agree. It is
true that it builds too dangerously. upon
the idea of a single leader. The president,
though he uses popular opinion to win his
fight, virtually becomes a ‘dictator in so do-
ing. It is demagoguery, to whatever end, good
or bad, it is being used. ' And it may have in
it the grains of the fascist idea. But I don't
believe, this was a consciously employed de-
vice of Producer Walter Wanger. He made
a courageous effort and he succeeded in mak-
ihg what is—despite the cuts brought about
by *Headman ;Hearst—an . engrossing ' and
stimulating movie. . ... - - " |
a valuable service in

. Moreover it performs

" showing that fascism is merely the tool of _
desperate or over-zealous capitalism. It

shows some gruellingly realistic scenes of
fascist terror and does not put the anti-war
speakers in the usual hideouly freakish light.
But of course it is sheer fantasy; presidents
simply don’t do the things Arthur Byron
does in the film, though many of them are,
or have been, good, honest, conscientious

men. They get persuaded . . .
* *

The rest of the movies on view this week
save “The Mighty Barnum' (United Ar-
tists), offer little. It is a highly amusing and
gaily vulgar picture of the great” showman.
It is full of amusing episodes which may or
may not be historicaly accurate. But it does-
n't matter, for Wallace Beery blunders mag-
nificently through his vicissitudes and Ad-
olphe Menjou. makes a splendid figure of
the suave Bailey Welsh, whase first name,
linked 'with his chief's last, was the official
label of “‘the greatest show on earth™

: . { . * % R

" Fritz Leiber’s -Shakespeare repertory is
frankly disappointing. Leiber is a -worthy
actor, but often succumbs to the tempta-
tion—probably engendered by too much
playing in “the sticks"—to go hammy. His
“Macbeth”, worthiest of all his orferings,
was marred by the whining and uninspired

- performance of Virginia Bronson. The other

offerings were little better than those of
William Thorton, save for an weccasional

- bit by one of the several good and seasoned
_troupers in the cast.

FOR HENRY"

WE WENT to the first night of “Spring-
time for Henry™ at The Playhouse in Carmel
a little under protest. The night was cold
and rainy, and the idea of the play wasn't
particularly appealing. We were pleasantly
disappointed in our rather gloomy forebod-

2

ings. The curtain rose on a really charming |

set, simple, restrained, moderne, without be-
ing distressingly eccentric, and our spirits
rose immediately with this auspicious open-
ing. :
~ All the actors were new to us, and we
trust that we shall have the pleasure of see-
ing them again in other roles. Reginald
Foster was especially entertaining as the
bland Englishman; he had a genuine feeling
for the character and read his lines with
ease and, we suspect, a secret enjoyments
Mrs. Jose Perez-Brown, who took the part
of his wife, was a delight whenever she ap-
peared upon the stage; she was extremely
decorative; added ‘to that she posseseed a
poise and distinction which were exactly
right for the dislllusioned and cynical part
she had to play. Charlotte Lawrence, the sec-
retary, looked pretty and innocent; her part
didn’t give her much ecope, but she. did what
she could with an iffiocudus role. Digby
Smith, as Henry, “we feel has a decided flair
for comedy; it was in his moments of rage
that he seemed less convincing. It will be
interesting to see him again. -
~ The main criticism of the production was
the slowness of tempo. Although the per-
formance went off smoothly, one felt the
need of more speed and sparkle; it was the
clever, smart sort of thing that calls for tech-
nique at high speed. We judge by the first
night; perhaps it went faster in subsequent
performances. '

- GEOLOGY

FOR YOUR BOY

by JoE HOLLISTER

HE MAN who starts out with a ham-
mer and compass into the hills or
mountains is trying to figure out
what he can't see from what he can
see

He knows a few ‘hings and he —

guessses,
:the rest. He knows that lots of the rocks

that he finds in the mountains were formed
at one time on the bottoin of the ocean be-

" cause he finds sea shells in them. He also

knows that some of the rocks are older than
others because they are underneath the

younger ones.

He knows,*too, that there are some rocks
that at one time were red hot and came
from™ deep down in the earth, because he
can see where these rocks have burned other
rocks they have touched. Then there are a
lot of rocks he is not so sure about.

In fact, there are lots of things he is not

—L M.
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him to the pus, as did his
wamloyaltytot}(eAlmaMact,hum)der
football dressing rooms af

than a timid saint , , , Above all, do1’t be
content with contemplative inaction. Don't
be content to interpret the world. Go out
and change it.”

‘When we sought an interview with Dr.

Sproul he “was very busy and unable to see’

us”, his secretary said.
It was terrible to see active suppression in
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the countless details—mimeographing of
thousands of leaflets, organizing committees
to distribute them at the gates, making an-
nouncements in classes, contacting sympa-

" thetic members of the faculty, issuing public

statements to the newspapers, painting pos-
ters, contacting the students of other col-
leges, and planning the mass meeting to take
place during the hour of the student walk-
out. We thrashed out the pros and cons of
every step, hour after hour, hardly taking
time to eat or sleep. ‘ ‘ Y

In our anxiety to avoid being labelled “fa-

. natical reds” by the rest of the campus;

many of us tending to disregard the advice
of the more radical members. of the commit-

" tee, believing them to be too pessimistic and

cynical in regard to the probable action of
the university authorities. Hadn't Dr. Sproul
told us personally of his attitude of hands
off and non-interference? But as our plans

. developed to meet the new exigencies which
it = arose, we found ourselves falling more and

more into the habit of turning to the radi-
cals for the final word. Their predictions
had a disconcerting way of coming true.
The special delivery letter, sent by the ad-
ministration to the professors, preemptor-

ially demanding the faculty cooperate in

preventing students from taking part in the
one-hour demonstration, came as the first
shock. The of the letter, which
justified the rather drastic action as necessary
to prevent “disruption of the academic
schedule”, was not very convincing when
we remembered the many hour periods when
all classes were dismissed-to hear talks by
athletic coaches. By the day of the strike,
when  Dr. Sproul issued, in the university
paper, an appeal to the studeats, asking
them to repudiate our action, (at the same
time trying to discredit us by heaping ridi-

.cule:uport’ us) we had lost most of our il-

lusions about the liberality of the university

—

‘ 7

was typical of many. Perhaps the strike had

brought our enemies into the open; it had

also made us many active friends.

All of this drew our strike commiittee in-
to a unified whole. Beginning with a com-
mi com predominantly of “liber-
als”, with a small radical opposition, we end-
ed with a committee of “‘radicals”. We were
no longer surprised when we {ound that one
of the vigilante committees was unofficially

. sponsored by an underling of Dr. Sproul’s

and that some of the fraternity ‘vigilantes
were paid by their southern California alum-
ni to break us up. We began to see in our
opposition not a casual movement, but a
connection between it and the powers that
were behind the statewide movement of re-
actionary suppression, active in the field a-
gainst the manual worker as well as against
the student who tried to develop indepen-
dent ideas.

In ‘answer to the problems raised by the
strike we felt the need of permanent or-
ganization among the students. We felt that
if anything were to be done. we would have
to do it for ourselves. The Students’ Rights
Association was the result, standing upon
the following declaration of principles:

We stand on the issue of freg speech.

We believe that freedom of opinion and

of speech is a basic inalienable right,

and that when we cease to have that
right we cease to have democracy. We
all know that this American right has

already been destroyed in many &m

of the country. Recent events in Calif-

ornia have established precedents for
the suppression of free speech which are
even now having disastrous consequen-
ces. It is becoming increasingly clear
that the demagogues and wouldde in-
tellectual leaders, who shout the loud-
est about Americanism, are launching
a campaign of marrow nationalism that
threatens to destroy all intellectual free-
We intend to fight every form of

pressure or intimidation exercised a-

gainst an individual because of his

Any of us who had lingering doubts about
which side Dr. Sproul stood on had them dis-
pelled by our last interview with him. He
was now distinctly unfriendly, even to the
point of discourtesy. Even though he must
have known, as we knew, that the prece-
dents established by the suspensions of U.
C. L A. students would hold as well for
us at'U. C. in the future, he refused point-
blank to discuss them. “None of your busi-
ness,” he implied. When we told him that
as delegates of the Students’ Rights Asso-
ciation we were requesting a student forum,
he answered us, “You must remember that
freedom of speech does not concern the stu-
dents alone. It concerns the students, the
faculty,and the State, and the State has the
final word.” We reflected that the State re-
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in itself, but for its reflection upon the sin-
cerity of his idealistic raterations on de-
mocracy in his frequent addresses. In an-
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least a sizeable group of students, since the
most democratic methods possible were used
in election of officers, he said: -~
“Let's be frank about this—there is no
democracy, here or anywhere else.”

WE SAVE CALIFORNIA

people who were slow with loan payments
or in arrears in gas and light bills, but I do
not know this. With the lists to on
passed a story around to our
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all ballots slide into the box i
which they were voted. At the
count, therefore, it would be si
the voting list and check
voted. This sounded
cinct workers as the j
ters were working various stunts
we had no knowledge. 1 told the precing
workers that 1 thought this story was bei
circulated by the Sinclairites to put our o
inabadlig}umdthatifthcy;ard, it they
were to deny it. They denied it so success-
fully, even before it was mentioned, that in

Eg "
Rt

only served to confirm suspicions, as 1 had
hoped it would. In the next week the num-
ber of “won’t tell” voters had increased 50
per cent and it was only in isolated cases that
our precinct workess were able to get Sin-
clair voters to admit even a knowledge of
the right of suffrage. This stunt was mime:

$
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ographed and sent privately throughout the

state and 1 believe was. used
other sections. P

‘With San Jacinto. organized, Hannigan
and I took to the road. Other towns were
along similar lines. Qur only difficulty was
that money on the campaign ran short. It
took some important bolting to raise 2 fif-
ty a week job in the last few days. The elec-.
tion was in the bag and Hannigan and I
“got orders to come in for the killing.

 The extent of the damage we “bolters”
were able to de to the Sinclair cause is hard
to estimate. Of course, the state carned by

successfully in

—
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300,000 for Merriam. That plurality could

have come only from Democratic ranks. In
San Jacinto, which I have used as a yard-
stick, our cards showed 12,000 register

voters, almost .an even - split, Republicans
and Democrats. Our precinct check showed
at first 4,000 for Sinclair, 1,000 more than
the primary count. After the pressure had
worked two or three weeks we showed only
2000 for Sinclair. Hannigan and I have

talked it over since and we believe that we

- changed and scared off ab>ut 1,000 solid

Sinclair votes. How many there were who
would have voted for Upton and were
brought to the true faith by our work is

9

impossible accurately to estimate. But we
won the election.. We carried every town
where we worked. A letter from Hannigan,
who is waiting for a political job as prom-
ised, tells me “no gravey traia for us, boy.
Its just another case of conversation. Maybe
I'll_get something around the first of the
year and God knows I need it. Next time
we'll ride that expense account for enough
to last us for years.”

But there will be no next time for me.
This was my first campaign and it will be
my last. I did my bit to keep California safe,
sane and American. From now on I'll leave
it to the Merriams. '

LINCOLN STEFFENS ANSWERS

N interesting controversy has arisen in_
New York in which this magazine
= can claim no little part. Dr. Horace

A M. Kallen, professor at the New

School of Social Research, has written the
National Committee for the Defence of Po-
litical Prisoners to resign his membership,
because this organization has not sent to the
Russian the otests on be-
half of the recent shooting®” there as it has
to the German and Italian fascist govern-
ment the Spanish and Polish and Austrian
governments, for their treatment of_ political

i Dr. Kallen takes the well-known
liberal point of view that it doesn’t matter
for what reason you are shot, or to what
end: what matters is, that you are shot. To

}xisandothcrlihtralmitida,.theaimof_cbe~

polit)icaldxootingis‘immatenal._
oo in Soai I

says Mr. Kallen, and quotes from Barbusse:
“It is not a matter of political parties . . . It
is the supreme battle for liberty and social
exception.”

Lincoln Steffens, as National Chairman of
this Committee, has addressed the following

letter to Mr. Kallen, for release in the press -

“(as was the Kallen letter): - '
January 2, 1935

Dear Mr. Kallen: o
Your two letters about the Soviet Rus-
sian mannev of'dealing wnh the assas-

of th’e'&iu»
no less to Russia™

You and others might use’it—to under-
© " Tq justify is quite another thing.
I append what I wrote. ~
h Yours sincerely
... (Sgd.) LiNCOLN STEFFENS

On December 14 Mr. Steffens wrote in
his column in part: ' :

And I remember that I wared the
leaders whom I met, to look out. “‘Lib-
eralism,” I said, ‘'is not really a law and
a policy. It cannot be achieved by en-
actment in a comstitution, as we Amer-
icans and English think. It has to be
founded deep in your economic system
and then, when you all feel that it is
planted deep in your customs, in your
habits of mind, then you can gradually
relax yowr vigilance. But gradually,
very slowly. The tendency, the natural
human disposition will be to stand up
suddénly and walk forth free men.

Well, you sce. A murder came out.
A colleague of Stalin in the govern-
ment was killed and Stalin’s govern-
ment, jerked thus suddenly to a reali-
that security was not yet secured, ran
back to the Terror and put sixty or
more men to death. Of course. Liberty
is not a fact yet in Russia end that very
wise man, Lenin, did not expect to have
éstablished it in less than “two or three
generations.”

Liberals in this country are enjoying
the new Soviet Terror and making com-
parisons. But they do mot see quite
straight o7 even all around their theme.
They think we have liberty “‘wnder the
law” over heve., Lots of workers know
by painful experience that we haven't.
I have seen with my own eyes, if not
with a bruised head, that there's a

whole class that haven't liberty and that -
we cannot all have liberty. And I can
see that we cannot ever have it under
the law. Only people who have no use

- for it, who always do the conventional
things, have our sort of liberty. And
we should all begin now to see that no
people can have Liberty, Democracy,
Justice, etc., till these good things have
been founded, not in the law, but in a
fearless, unprivileged economic system.

The only justification of an appeal

by wise radicals for free speech, free
assemblage, justice and peace under our
law order is to show that these things
cannot be; that the law-and-orderlies
do and must use violence against the
law

And the liberal Monterey Herald and
its thoughtful editor should know that.
Why does he think the Nazis, in thier
! determination to maintain our '
ism, abolish liberty and all* our other
ideals, including peace, right away, and
why—why do their people stand for it?
I think the Germans and the Italians
and the Fascists generally foresaw and
are demonstrating that there are other
things we have to have—first. We have
to have, first, what the Soviet Russians
have got a fost, slight rude gip on.

ORIENTAL
ART

HeNrY H. HART, INC.

328 Post Street DOuglas 8675
SAN FRANCISCO ’
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- of Japan.

swept the markets of the world in the last

 two years. Pramelmfelt’itinlr?oCh&m.
 'Holland in Sumatra and Java. Japan ex-

ports. more cottorr goods now than Lan-
cashire. She makes “Irish linen”, “Scotch
tweeds’ and “Stetersby hats”. She sells cam-
eras in Africa for 25 cents and bicycles for
$2.50 (10s). This is war! .

In 1932 world trade was almost half (for-
ty per cent) of 1924, yet: Japan had in-
creased her total trade by ten %:‘em The
emergency is acute. With the general
world “crisis” still on, with the gold stan-
dard i gone, trade barriers up, pro-

manding back her colonies—what are the

- harassed nations to do? Asethey to see the

last prize snatched from them without a

France
Germany to get the Ukraine and the Do
netz coal or Baku oil. France is alive to the
menace of Japan near her colonies. England
is imponderable. Has Japan bitten off so
much of ChinZ that she can afford a part-’
ner? Would England prefer to have Ger-

many quieted at Russia’s expense? Does
Bnglanj“icar the Bihcvik bear ir: her col-
onies? Does she , find in the United
States a rival in every market of the world? -
England hesitates, and while she hesitates
there is a breathing space—but for how

- long?

—DoroTHY ERSKINE

MARX AND AMERICA, by Bertram Wolfe.
(The John Day Pamphlets: New York. pp. 22

2%¢.)

This is the most confused item on the
meaning of Marxism today which has yet
appeared. Among the® recent. crop of at-
tempts to super-impose wholesale the writ-

ing;ofamnwh.odiedﬁftyyc'anagoon
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_consequence, Wolfe, fearing to be called an
orthodox Marxian, has to quote extensively
from Engels. Thus this pamphlet on Marx
has twenty-one quotations from Engels and
only nineteen from Marx himself.
/~Wolfe's utilization of the writings of
Engels parallels the method of the Social
Democrats and he, too, blandly assumes that
Marx and Engels are the same. This, despite
their disagreements over the theory of know-

~ledge, historical materialism and the nature
of Marxism. Engels made it out to be a gen-
eral  sociological “scientific” system; for

Marx, it was a practical revolutionary pro-
gram for a class striving towards the seizure
of power, The real problem of the relation
of Marxism to America arose out of Marx'’s
speech it Amsterdam in 1872 when he con-
ceded that in England and the United States
the workers might secure their ends by
peaceful means. %’hu is the doctrine of “ex-
ceptionalism™ with which radicals have
wrestled; Wolfe offers not a single line on
it, nor does he even indicate the revoluntion-
ary character of his subject. ‘

. The major part of this pamphlet is simply
devoted to showing the insight which Marx
had into the-nature of the Civil War and
the internal development of America, the
accuracy of Engel’s predictions in 1899 of
a World War and the changed internation-
al set-up. Hence it is a reversion to a general
sociological system, without a mention of
the character of the State and its sub-
serviency in America to the ruling class.

The need of a true wgrkers' party in the
country which will militantly reach and
organize is apparent, but it cannot be satis-

fied by deducing any modes of coping with -

it from such a glorification of “scientific”
iabism. | .
—HarrY CONNOVER

“one or the other? If I know anyling ¢f

. San Francisco.
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'USE YOUR OWN JUDGMENT

SIR: What is your idea of truth?
You announce, “'it’'s the truth that counts”,
and,"above all, we shall- gn'nt the truth as nearly
e

™ erallmn dctcnlx‘u'nc ;) will
may exactly where they will”.

What is. the truth? Oh yes, of course 1 know
the dictionary definition, but what a number of

people would like to know, is what you consider

truth and how do you intend to “determine the

truth™, Is it going to be your opinion or belief
Kat you can prove to’ .

others, ten, ten hundred or ten million, and are

they to be those you consider your equal.in in- = .

or will it be something t

telligence or more so or less?

ou also “aim to provide a medium for the ex--

pression of opinions” apparently in relation to
‘art, drama, music, science and such literary -ex-
pression as short stories, sketches and p

as well as to politics, finance and current events’.

This is most interesting, but pray tell us, how are
we to know when and where truth ends and ex-
pression begins? :

Furthermore, you state, “It is all very well to
propose new economic systems, new financial sys-

- tems, new social systems—but that way lies. ap-

athy—until you first spread the verity of life,
the absolute truth about what is actually going on

" around us”. 1 recall the statement that apathy,

according to its Greek derivation, is a simple
absence of feeling or emotion.

If 1 understand your announcement, you claim
we must either have absplute truth or elsg apathy,

.that is absence of fe€ling or emotion. Do you
mean to claim that during the past two thousand -
years the world has had (must have hj) either -

history
there has been no lack of fccliniand emotion
though I confess there seems to have been plenty
of truth lacking, in fact I have come to the con-
clusion that truth is missing from your own state-
ment.

Carmel, California.

GOOD SUGGESTION

SIR: Three days after the opera season began
Redfern Mason’s music criticisms ceased to ap-
ear in the Examiner. People asked why, and on
ng told the reason expressed great indignation.
A number of people cancelled their subscriptions
to the Examiner. Music circles in San Francisco
frousted, amonf these, the Opera Association.

suggest to all lovers of music, admirers of Mr.
Mason, and believers in President Roosevelt's
New Deal, that there are other nmpam in
San Prancisco which publish music news besides
the Examiner,

Bernard Rowntree

James Farnham

WE'LL HELP TELL IT

- SIR: I see you are ‘still géiﬁ after the big guys

and it does my heart good.There's a lot of work
ahead for you to do. truth about the recent
California election will never be told. Even Upton
Sinclair doesn’t know all of it. I have a friend
in one of the studios at Hollywood. He wrote
me that all of the employes there were virtually
ordered to vote for iam and each had one

| fd“ay;a pay dedueted for the Republican campaign
na,

Oakland, Cal. F. D. Perkins

i

truth and the chips .




January 4, 1935

FRANK KEENAN

invites you to

Dance

mnv NIGHT
ﬂ , ' ) IN THE SERRA ROOM
OF THE

P -
Q

Knotty Pme

- Inn c
T 296 nglfthouse Avenue -
| 3K New Monterey

FIRST CLASS
~ TAP ROOM

. For reservation telephone

' NO COVER CHARGE

Monterey 8881 SR

e
| APBRITIE

® . . . is California’s
smart magazine in ceflo-
phane.

¢

® Buy it on the newsstands at( |
Santa Barbara, Beverly Hills, ™

Burlingame, Del Monte, Carmel, [
Pasadena, Coronado or address
2215 Chapala St., Santa Barbara

10¢ a copy s $1.00 per year

PACIFIC WEEKLY | I

OFFICES
STUDIOS

at very reasonable rentals

in the beautiful

SEVEN ARTS BUILDING

.

" FIRE RESISTANT | 'CHOICE ENVIRONMENT

Apply to Herbert Heron in the Book Shop
or telephone 688 for appointment

W herever you are a telephone call or a telegram will shower

4 -

blooms all over the Monterey Peninsula.

CARMEL g7




FOR THE CAUSE THAT LACKS ASSISTANCE,
/GAINST THE WRONGS THAT NEED

, RESIS‘I'ANCE:
FOR THE FUTURE IN THE DISTANCE, |

AND'I'HE“OD'I’HA‘I’WECANDO!

PACIFIC WEEKLY
Box 1300

Carmel, California.
'Please send me Pacific Weekly.
I enclose two dollars for a year.
‘I enclose a one dollar bill for six months.
= I enclose 25 cents in stamps for one month'’s trial.




