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NOTES AND COMMENT

A PROPHECY?

lAS‘r week Louise Todd was given 1 to 14 years in Tehach-
api and denied probation although she is very ill with
heart trouble. Her ‘‘crime” was allegedly stating she had,
when she had not, witnessed every signature to the petitions
to put the Communist Party on the ballot. Anita Whitney
comes up for trial on the same charge later this month.

The San Fraricisco Call-Bulletin headlined this conviction:
GIRL RED GETS 14 YEARS. Has the Call-Bulletin
usurped the functions of the Prison Board?

A BIT OFF-SIDE

THE current controversy between waterfront employers
and marine workers (in Hearst language *‘focal point of
coast waterfront strife””) hinges around the employers’ desire
to blacklist individual longshoremen who won't work hot
cargo in spite of Judge Sloss’s ruling that they can’t do it. In
looking about for legal ways and means to avoid carrying out
the ruling they hit on the idea that they would get the Labor
Relations to determine penalties for longshoremen. A member

~ of the I. L. A. writes us:

" The following is a quotation from the arbitration
Award under which we are operating: The duties of
the Labor Relations Committee shall be Sec 10 (c) “To
investigate and adjudicate all grievanggs and disputes
relating to working conditions”. i
The Labor Relations Committee consists of three Long-
shoremen and three representatives from the employers.
The employers are determined to break the present
independent spirit -of the men on the waterfront and
insist that the Joint Committee do something about the
- whole matter. In connection with this they have sub-
mitted a list of penalties to be invoked on the men who
“Rick over the traces”, such as telling the boss to go to
hell ctc. In other words the employers insist that Long-

shoremen who, according to the employers’ point of
view, violate the Award, must be punished, and the Joint
Labor Relations Committee is to be the “Supreme
Court’.

They are particularly anxious to have these penalties
established and enforced so that men who refuse to
handle Hot Cargo can be barred from the waterfront
entirely. Of course, the union has not agreed, but has
informed the employers that the union itself will take
care of any of its members who do not perform their
work properly, are drunk on the job or smoke on the
docks or in the ship’s hold. The employers will submit
their proposals regarding penalties to Judge Sloss this
week; he is to decide whether or not the Labor Relations
Committee has the power or right to judge the men and
penalize them. The union, however, has informed the
employers that they will not arbitrate this matter, but the
shippers are going ahead nevertheless.

As we go to press 80 delegates, representing more than
35,000 longshoremen and marine workers are convening in
San Francisco. Results of the convention will be reported
next week. -

A GOOD SUMMARY

MEANWHILE progress of labor organization of the water-
front was nicely summed up by Mr. Gregory Harrison,
counsel for the Waterfront Employers’ Union at a meeting of
the Pacific Traffic Association at the Palace Hotel. We quote
his speech:

“Once having established control, the radical leadership
(of the waterfront unions) instituted its interminable series
of ‘quickie’ strikes to enforce demands.

“Companies are always attacked singly. This is a form of
guerrilla warfare difficult to resist. Whenever such a situation
has become so acute that there is danger of the conditions
becoming general, the dominating groyp has found means to
discontinue their struggle temporarily.

“Tactics of the longshoremen have been followed religious-
ly by the maritime unions. The seamen, in particular, have
followed their lead in employing the quickie strike or job
action in an attempt to enforce their demands.

“In an attempt to consolidate all the maritime and long-
shore crafts, the radical leaders formed the Maritime Federa-
tion of the Pacific.- Since May, the Federation has been the
principal agency and weapon of the dominating radical
group. .

“The progress of this new radical force in labor circles on
the Pacific coast during the past two years is amazing. The
threat it entails to all industries of the Pacific coast needs no

description.”

TOO GOOD A WRITER

" moe NORTH rode on down to Georgia with Angelo Hern-
don and the§ set up talking all the way. (Negroes can't

get a berth after the Mason-Dixon line.) North wrote about
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the ride in last week’s New Masses and it's almost too bad
North can write. His simple record of the trip, without syn-
thetic color, makes a reader mad; mad at injustice and mad as
hell that Angelo Herndon is being buried in the Georgia
chain gang. Such accounts inspire a reader at least to write
letters of protest. North is becoming a pest. Now he writes
an interview with Governor Eugene Talmadge in the Daily
Wm'kcr’l'hsmnsmorcpeoplewﬂlbemcmsedahwt
Herndon and the chain and the governor in the South,

" who thinks Hitler is fine and who still believes m putting

prisoners in stocks “until their contrariness is over” and who
thmhwnfetbanngasacnmdepmdsonhowhardywh:t
her. Of course, North writes in the “red” press, but maybe
they'd better not print any more of his stuff because liberals,
famous ones even, occasionally see these publications and get
allsoremdtﬂcdandwntekttcrstothe other press and—
why, a whole lot of people might get good apd mad about
Herndon—this Ncgro who, like Abraham Lfhcoln, wanted
to free the slaves—and get him off the Georgia chain gang.

CARRIES THE POINT
"msmnofaspcaaldupatchtothc New York Times.
which the Times prints in its November 7 issue:

READING, Pa , Nov. 6.—Polling nearly 21,000 votes,
almost exactly as many as his older parties’ rival candi-
dates combined, ]. Henry Stump, Socialist former
Mayor, was declared clected Mayor today for a four
year term. With him will go into office Socialists named
to every important City Hall and School Board seat on
the November ballot, Republicans and Dmocmts failing
to capture a single seat. :

Public debt issues, ‘Americanism”, pub,h,c schoob,
industrial troubles and alleged Communist ties failed to
defeat Mr. Stump, who has bcen a Socialist leader here
for thirty years.

ch»pmnordyatlnrdoft}ncnnrestoryasnappeared

“in the Times. It is enough to carry its pomt—-qgood and
ntuiymgpomtmdnxnm

MR, BARRETT WILL HELP
POSTAL MEN HIT AT REDS :
New York, Nov. 10—(US)—If the Federal Govcrn
ment wants to rid the postal service of the activity of
Communists, it will have the fullest co-operation of the
_ Postal Workers of America, according to Samuel .
Erlichman, national president of that organization.

Ann‘ that's all. Wondcrmg what that’s all about we
: through the Daily Worker and found out. It

'appeandntponoﬁceworhnarc learning ;the value of
organization, of unions, of militant leaders. That's what
Mr. Erlichman is so burned up about. Seems that the United
National Association of Post Office Clerks got tired of the
reactionary policies of the leadership and its consistent
refusal to develop militant struggles around the grievances of
the workers. The mass of workers not only got tired of it
buttqutadtodomulmgabann thcystarteda
campaign against these conditions. :
lmmedndybvmgmdmgdsctony,]ohn]lk:rett
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national president o the U. N. A. P. O. C. (he’s backed by
the Hearst press), raises the “red” cry and begs the unions to

beware of “red-eyed demons”, and be stool-pigeons. Barrett

is following up the red scare dehberately raised by the Post
Office Department but is finding himself confronted with a

mass of men who persistently demand organized, militant

unity. The U. N. A. P. O. C. is an independent ‘union of
postal clerks with a president who indulges in vicious attacks
on the A. F. of L. The National Federation of Post Office
Clerks (A. F. ), is one of the largest unions in the Postal
service, with a bership of 45,000 and wields most influ-
ence because of its ength.

The same old red herring has been dragged out along with
the reign of terror instituted by the Department because the
Postal workers have begun to fight collectively against unbear-
able sweatshop conditions. With the flimsiest of excuses,
frame-ups and intimidations have been unleashed in the New
York Post Office. The reactionary leadership of the Postal
Unions, such as Mr. Barrett, instead of combating this anti-

labor activity of the Department and the Government, are

assisting the Department’s Red Scare Drive. The member-

ship’s answer to this is to turn a deaf ear to the Red Scare |

and to organize more strongly and to fight harder for the
immediate improvement of their working conditions.

You and Johnny Barrett, Mr. Hearst, are finding your ]obs»

tougher and tougher aren’t you?

SOME ACTUALITIES

IF THERE is anything more absurd than a little of Hearst it
is a lot of him. Somebody, lacking entirely a sense of
humor, has caused to be published in pamphlet form a number

of Mr. Hearst’s editorials on “Communism and Fascism,

Government and Business and Excessive Taxation”. The
thing bears no identification mark as to its publication source,
but we have been told that it is being circulated in California
by the Juvenile Chamber of Commerce of San:PFrancisco. It
is easy to believe this, but that phase of the matter is unim-
portant

We note in one of the re-printed edxtonals of Mr. Hearst,
this statement:

What young people and old people, too, ought to
know today is the actualities of Communism—the prac-
tical, or rather the impractical, operation of it; the hid-
eous failure of it—the fact that it has been tried a thouw
sand times in the history of ;hc human race and has
always been a failure.

These actuglities of Communism the Hearst papers
are p'resenml:z continually to their readers.

These act%ma are damning, and by the'm Commu-

nism is

Communism is only adaptable to a pmmtwe and im-

- poverished community, and it can be counted upon to

. keep the community primitive and impoverished.

- Now, we don’t know at first hand the actualities of Com-
munism as shown, for instance, in the recent history of
Soviet Russia, an admitted and authoritative testing ground
of Communism. But we are willing to accept ‘with consider-
ably more credence the statements of Mr. Walter Duranty,
for fou years a foreign correspondent in- Soviet Russia,
as against
morning the Associated Press, which Hearst doesn’t own and

vacuous mouthings of Hearst. Last Monday

-
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" “has as yet been unable to control, cam'éd .ithe',féllowing dis-

patch out of New York: -

New York, Nov. 3 (AP)—Walter Duranty, for 14
years a foreign correspondent in Russia, predicts the
Soviet republic is “‘just beginning to exercise its tremend-
ous potentialities”, in his new book, “I Write as I
Please”’, to be published tomorrow.

~*“According to Soviet law a man ‘comes of age’ at 18,
and Yhis is the eighteenth year of new Russia’s existence,”
he writes. ‘

“The 14 years which I have seen have been a time of
growth and construction, a sort of larval period from
which the adult creature is only just emerging.

“The U. S. S. R. is now economically and financially
independent; it has vast territory and resources, which it
is learning to develop and use.

“In short, the U. S. S. R. has recovered the position,
lost by the Tsarist empire in 1917 of ome of the great
‘world powers. This progress . . . has been paralleled

" by a remarkable advance of the Soviet leaders in knowl-
edge and wisdom.” ‘

© And even a Legionnaire will concede, if he drives himself
to think, that Mr. Duranty forgets more every night about
what is actually going on in the world”than William Ran-
dolph Hearst will ever know. ’ '

A HEARST IDEA

THE Hearst campaign to put professional women now
registered on SERA into domestic service has caught the
ear of Uncle Sam. The two journalistic sibyls, Annie Laurie
of the Great and Tender Heart and Elsie “I Wanted Out”
Robinson, have won their crusade to make unemployed
teachers, chemists, biologists and writers self-respecting with
" $3 a month and “a good home”.

Every woman on SERA, be she 16 or 60, must now fill
out a questionnaire detailing her “attitude toward domestic
servic;e“, » : ’

This document is built on the assumption that any woman
of 30 or 35 who is professionally trained, and therefore has
spent most of her time since 16 either in school or working at
her job, can also serve satisfactorily as a housekeeper.

**Oh, any woman can do that job,” said the Social Worke-
glibly as she set out to sell the idea. “Anyway housewives
won’tmind training a college woman. She would learn quick-
ly and the advantage of having such a person for her
companionship and her refined influence on the children
" would be such an asset. A maid with an education might also
" act as a tutor.” . -

About the domestic workers registered on SERA and the

~ women already engaged in that work, the S. W. was frank.

“Well, employers would simply prefer the higher type and
educated ‘women would-be much easier to place in these
times.” ' = _

With one crusade in the interest of the morale of the nation
so successfully behind them, we may expect Elsie and Annie
‘of the Great Heart to go on to another. Why not open the
* Red Light district of the old days so that there will be cribs

to put the domestic workers in.- Clear the relief rolls; let the -

nation return to normalcy. Very soon Mr. Hearst, free of the
_haragsments of heavy tax, should be able to carry on again at
San Simeon in full sybaritic splendor. ‘

LINCOLN $STEFFENS

SPEAKING--

ELECTION NEWS is good; shows the Grand Old Republi-
cans to be on the way back. Revolutionists should suppress
their joy.

THE JAPANESE have taken another step toward domina-
tion in China. We hardly notice it, because the main war is
in Africa.

WALTER DURANTY, that triumphant alien, the English-
man who reported Soviet Russia for the American New York
Times and made that Tory organ and its readers like it—the

Times readers, the Communists and the Soviet Russians—he

has got out another book, entitled I Write Asg I Please, which
every reporter and every editor and publisher should read and
ponder. It tells how he did the impossible; how he told the
capitalist world what cannot be published. Not here. He did
it, in brief, by first getting onto himself. Suspecting that he
had preconceptions that blocked his comprehension of the
communist state and culture he dug up and cast out those
obstacles and he found that he could see it. He didn’t have
to accept; he only had to understand and so report it all. But
he did that. He sat around with journalists who couldn’t do
it. I, too, have sat around in Moscow and heard these great
correspondents fail to “get” it and I can tell you why they
failed; and why the others fail: they did not, they do not try.
And their papers do not want them to try. Duranty put it
over on the New York Times, and on himself, that there is
something new under the sun in Asia, and he got it. He says,
writing as he pleases:

“The U. S. S. R. has recovered the position lost by the

- Tsarist Empire in 1917 as one of the great world powers.

This progress has been paralled by a remrakable advance of
the Soviet leaders in knowledge and wisdom: Am I wrong
in believing that Stalin is the greatest living statesman and
that Litvinov is the ablest foreign minister?”

That's doing it; that's doing or saying the impossible; and
in the New York Times. And I am reporting that American
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nalism,

hninggoodofhsorymdt}nmwa Notonlymlluuu
There is something new under the sun on the waterfront of
San Francisco and the papers and the readers of the papers are
- missing a—mtﬂy As this brilliant alien British

AN ASTRONOMICAL REPORTER says that the moon
will be flying to pieces some of these days and furnishing us

perpetual moonlight. Not right away. The man is speaking

astronomically, not commercially. There's more time ahead
than behind us and there’s millxom of years behind us. Wc

keep forgcttmg that. -

THE HOLDING COMPANY act with which.the Roose-
velt government propaed to reorganize the utility business is
ruled invalid “in its entirety” by a federal court. These utility
businesses were at the bottom of all the grafts, corruption and

misgovernment. | ever muckraked and my conclusion was and

is that we shall not achieve good government till the utilities
are dealt with. They lie at the foundation of our civilization.
1 think nothing less than a revolution will dislodge them.
Most men, I find, are sure it can be done gradually, within
the law and the constitution, and the President is one of this
majority. He has been balked before. Now comes this sensa-

tional decision to tell him again that he is wrong; that nothing |

but a revolution will serve his just end, and ours. Reform,
even changes of the constitution, won't do it, and these great
sPrivileges will not let the constitution be altered; that’s where
the termites, like John W. Davis, get in and bore, and bore,
and bore.
’ﬂnmwswmhforumtbcamwcrtothcquatm
what will he do, this unrevolutionary President whom the
dumb voters are beginning to goé back on with the public
utilities bugs leading Why not run John W. Davis again
for President? He's 2 Demorcrat, though he looks and thinks
: h‘kcallcp\blmn,mdbothmbcttcrtlnnmha

ROBERT L. DUFFUS, aqmct mddatwmerontheNcw
York Times, wrote a review of Harold Nicholson's life of
Dwight Morrow. Thomas W. Lamont, in a letter, reviewed
that review, objecting to Mr. Duffus’ objection to Mr. Nichol-
son’s portra oftheﬁounof“organuah:ghlybcmvokm
institution by love of humanity and” rendering
inestimable services to the allies—and therefore, incidentally,
to the United States in the great world war. Mr. Duffus had
written of “the manner in which our financiers actually made
s an ally of the Allies while we were still officially neutral”.
I am quoting from a quiet, modest article in The Nation by
Oswald Garrison Villard answering his friend Lamont and
backing up Robert L. Duffus to the hilt and beyond. And
he draws a moral for bankers’ neutrality in the nexg war.
Better drop all that to writers one can All “red”; these con-
troversialists are all well out of the red, but gifted with power
and facts.

mcmmwddkmummwanpht
mapropouuonofNeyhnmntupachutof *American-
ism”. 1 wish they’d hang together and let me give the course.
&dmtlkmamghaboutAm’ Or know it right?
I certainly have studied it hard and wide and deep, and done
athauhazmcndmuuynmm

ANAMERICAN INSTITUTION

AM a contributor to the Civil Liberties Union. I am even

now answering an appeal for further support, and I shall
give it, because I think the Civil Liberties Union is the most
loyal, patriotic and American institution we have to-day.

1 believe the people who assail this Civil Liberties Union .

are as honest in their convictions as I am in mine, but I believe
they are misled. 1 think the schools and colleges of the
country did not deal fairly with them when they were grow-
ing up, and it has become the general rule that our people are
utterly ignorant of the fundamental principles on which and

" in which this republic was founded. For example, if they
know George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin .

Franklin, John Adam8, and all those others who founded this
country were rebels against the existing, organized, lawful
government, they only know that as empty words, and they
never bring those conditions down to the present day, If they
know all the founders of this republic were traitors against
the duly organized government and were advocating its

change by force, if necessary, and they would have been hung

or shot if captured, they never have been taught to think why
these men took their lives in their hands—why they would
have been shot—why the British government would have becn

justified in hanging the fathers of this country.

Anytachcrorednorcompetcnttomchthehmoryof
this republic and free $6 do so, would show his or her pupils
that the contest between the “Mother” country and the
colonies was a contest between a duly organized and estab-
lished government, and a group of rebels advocating freedom
and cvohmonary h toward freedom and equality, and

bloody revolution because the organized
forou of govcmmem denied free speech—free press—free
assemblage—made unjust arrests with trials before judges
who were the creatures of the government, and shot down
the rebels. Out of thed denials and repressions this republic
was born. The first pronouncement of the agitators, radicals
and rebels was the Declaration of Independence, and in full
justification of their rebellion these outlaws wrote that when
a government did not suit the people and promote their
happiness they had the right “to alter or abolish it”. Now,
thcyd:dnotmanbytlnpeopleanyuppcrchuwlﬁchhad
grown into an aristocracy and is always satisied—they meant
the whole people.

Thcrearconlytwowaystoaltcroraboluhaneang»

system of govcmmcm—-by discussion—the fullest and freest

| ~of free speech—free press—free assemblage—or by force.

The suppression by force of free opinion, free discussion and
assembly, i mblyleadswamwenngforccandbloodyrcvo
lution: And thus the United States was born.

Thomas Jefferson who wrote the Dechratxon—-—ovct and
over again—emphasized that free speech, free press, free

assemblage, were the gateways for peaceable evolution and the :

safety valves for blowing off steam; and he said that speech
by permission.or on any condition whatever was not free

npeecb—watd.veryprndcntfroquhmgtontoLmoln“

Wadnmonundtonmmem,likcﬁrc was a useful servant,
but a fearfyl master, and must be controlled.

Do we have these free rights to-day? We do not. The

Constitution is as dead as the men who made it. No speech

~can be made except by permission of the police and the
governing class which controls the police. No assemblage can

L

B

PP S -~




PACIFIC WEEKLY -

be had except by permission and at any moment the police
can turn a peaceable assemblage into a “'riot” and call in guns
and bombs. In California the Criminal Syndicalism Law
makes even an opinion criminal and punishable by imprison-
ment in the penitentiary. Peaceable evolution is impossible—
we are treading the same path that led Charles I and

~ Louis XVI to the scaffold. It is always a comfortable ruling
- class, jealous of their powers and privileges, that brings on a
bloody revolution—never the common people, though kings’

and oligarchies have always had their supporters among the
comfortable middle class and the comfortably subsidized

clergy.

" The men who wrote the Constitution were graduates from
the college of Civil War—for freedom. They never expected

it to become a sacred mummy—but wanted it to be elastic

and changeable, to meet changed conditions.’ Above all, they
expected free speech to be really free—free press to be really
free—free assemblage to be really free—so long as peaceable
and confined to expressions of opinion. In the spirit of the
Constitution a man has as much right to speak or write on
Communism as on Republicanism—as much right to discuss
strikes as to discuss slavery—as much right to assemble
peaceably to discuss grievances as to go to church—and all
without censorship—control—or punishment. Jefferson said
words were air and were to be as uncontrolled as air; it is acts

and facts that are punishable according to the damage they
do.

It would be well for the present day upstart “defenders” of
the Constitution if they learned something about the Consti-
tution and remembered the words of Justice Holmes of the
United States Supreme Court that the constitutional protec-
tion to freedom was not only for the opinions we approved
but for the opinions we loathed.

The Civil Liberties Urflon is an institution after the heart
of Jefferson, Washington, Lincoln and all the “patriots™. It
tries to support the Constitution and to protect the victims
of tyranny. For example: the Angelo Herndon case. Hern-
don is a Negro who was tried under an old before-the-civil-
war statute of Georgia intended to punish those who taught

slaves to read or write, or who incited the slaves to insurrec-

tion. His offense was that he tried to organize a Labor Union
among Negroes in Georgia. His sentence is twenty-one years
at hard labor in the chain-gang. Now, I want those who
believe this is the Republic of Freedom, Justice and Civiliza-
tion, to say whether the Civil Liberties Union is right or
wrong in seeking to give aid to Herndon? I shall contribute
to this defence. And I want the people bitter about the Civil
Liberties.Union to say what they know about it anyhow. I
think they take their views from the crack of the modern
slave-driver’s whip.

—CHARLES ERSKINE ScorT Wo00D

THE DOLLAR BOYS$ AT SEA

: 7

L

NE of the most damning indictments of finance capital
o in this country as it has operated in the shipping
industry has just been issued by the Federal Govern-

ment. It is the report of the Senate Committee Investigation
of Air Mail and Ocean Mail Contracts which was authorized

'~ to inquire into the results of marine subsidization from 1920

to the present.
It will be recalled that shortly after the World War a
tremendous . campaign was waged by the press to put our

‘Merchant fleet into private hands so that with private -
initiative 'we might restore our primacy on the seas. To aid
‘the struggling shipping companies, the Federal Government

paid out-right subsidies under the terms of the Merchant
Marine Act of 1920 the sum total of $5,188,012.66. How

" much more has been given to the private companies under
- the continuing Act of 1928 is difficult to estimate, due to

the absence of truly competitive bidding which the Act had
called for. But, the Senate Cdimmittee records, by the classifi-

cation of vessels on the basis of speed without regard to

tcnnage, the Government, prior to January 1, 1935, has made

unjustified appropriations not less than $15,429,658.50 and

if the present comtracts are comtinued and the minimum
number of contract voyages made it will cost the Government

BY HARRY CONOVER

in the future an additional sum of mot less than $28,926,-
277.50. :

What were the purposes of these appropriations and
subsidies? The Act of 1920 declared them to be: 1, to ensure
regular and speedy transportation of American goods at
reasonable costs: 2, to make available an efficient and sufficient
fleet of potential naval auxiliaries, manned by American citi-
zens; and 3, to give steady employment to American work-
men. How successful in obtaining these aims have the
Government subsidies been? At the present time, after fifteen
years of subsidy, our M chant Fleet is for the most part
composed of 10-knot ships, which are thoroughly deficient if
considered as potential naval auxiliaries. Although the United
States ranks third in tonnage engaged in the international
carrying trade, it ranks fourth as to speed, and last among
the principal maritime countries in regard to the age of its

ships. Great Britain's combination passenger and cargo

tonnage in vessels of 2,000 tons and over, under 10 years of
age, approximately trebles the like tonnage of this country.
Within the past ten years we have built fewer modern cargo
vessels of 2,000 tons and over than any other country with
pretensions to maritime standing—Spain alone excepted.
Great Britain has 735 such modern cargo vessels, Japan has




74, and little Norway, within the last ten years, has built 130,
whilé the United States has built only nine-such ships.

Have the subsidies improved the conditions of the scamen?
wage scale has been cut and the money which was transmitted
to mail contractors in trust for American secamen has been
diverted by the contractors to their own private profits in the
form of exorbitant salaries and unearned bonuses. “The rate

~ of pay of American seamen is generally higher than that paid |

by foreign nations, but in view of the many benefits

for foreign seamen, which are not received by American

seamen, it is doubtful if the actual compensation received by

the American seaman is greater than that received abroad.”
Where then has the mopey from the Government gone?

To answer this question we must first make clear the condi-

portion of the operators’ present capital. Not only that, but

Government liens on in vessels amount to 60 per cemt of "

the fair value of the z flect. This estimate of the Govern-
ment’s investment excludes $451,201,354.48 excess war-time
construction cost over bodk value and it also excludes $23,-
'561,229.90 which represents the difference between the

trades for which they were sold

At the close of the War the United Scates had a fleet,
afloat and under construction, of more than 2,000 sea-going
vesstls, acquired at an approximate cost of $3,000,000,000
Most of these ships have now been disposed of. Two hundred

~ and twenty of them are used in mail-contract service. These
220 ships originally cost the United States $516,174,249.48.
They were sold for $41,411,665.10. A few of these sales
of 25 per cent down and the balance over a long
period of years. The purchase price of these vessels was
$23,561,299.90 less than their book value when sold. This
book value was the value of the’ships as appraised in 1923,
less normal depreciation to the dates of the sales.

Pending disposition of the Government-owned fleet, there
came into being the Managing Operator Agreements. Under
this plan the Government paid all voyage expenses and also
paid to the managing operator a fixed percentage of the gross
voyage revenue. Since cost was no the managing

more than 50 per cent non American seamen, had gotten into
is illustrative. The United States Shipping Board in 1921
constructed and paid for new ships to provide mail service to
the Orient. A year later, on November 2, 1922, the privately

unrestricted value of the ships and their value in the restricted
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a cash capital on October 2, 1922, of $500 and with notes
given for capital stock in the amount of $499,500. In three
years and five months the company realjzed in net profits
from its operation of Government-owned vesels on this route
the sum of $533,713.96 and also earned profits in the amount
of $463,682.01 from operations largely made possible by the

existence of its managing-operator agreement. In the same . |
period, the notes given for capital stock were wholly retired =~ -

by dividends from earnings. Subsequently, without investing
a dollar in addition to the original $500, this company bought
earned net profits of $4,106,590.46. In addition, profits of -
$2,127,653.30 have been made from sources related to the
operations of the vessels. On an original investment of $500
1922-1934 to make net profits of $6,767,957.72! LR

The extent of the income which individuals in control of
the Dollar Lines receive is not entirely told by the amount
of profits made by'the company directly. Through the media
of subsidiaries and affiliates, the proceeds of postal contracts
are “piped out” to the individuals dominating the operating

From 1929 to 1933 inclusive, this $10,000 lighterage com-
pany, after paying relatively large salasies to its officers, who
are also officers of the mail contracting shipping companies,
realized profits in the amount of $1,175,182.69. These profits

the Committee, “is a customary method by which the corpor-
ate fiction has been availed of by mail contractors to show an
apparent, but not actual, need for subsidy.” ~
From January 1, 1929 to June 30, 1934, the Dollar-Lorber-
Fleishhacker group withdrew $2,762,257.46 through this
deceptive means of subsidiaries, associates and affiliates. R.
Seanley Dollar alone received from his Dollar Steamship
Line and the Admiral Oriental Line $698,750 as commissions
incident to the purchase of ships from the United Scates
Government at low prices. At the same time, Mr. Dollar was
drawing a2 $15,000 a year salary from the Admiral Oriental
Line, $15,000 a year salary from the Dollar Line, and $6,000
a year salary from the Pacific Lighterage Corporation. The
evidence shows that at a time when the Government was aid-
ing the Dollar interests in establishing a practical monopoly of
American flag ships from the west coast to the Orient by
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selling ships at below cost to them, R. Stanley Dollar, J. H.
Dollar, H. M. Lorber and Herbert Fleishhacker withdrew in
cash in the year 1925 a total of $162,000. Had this rate of
withdrawal continued during the first five and a half years of
ocean-mail contract operations, their withdrawals would have
totaled $891,000. Actually, as indicated, the total cash with-
drawals amounted to $1,871,257.46 more. This is an amount
closely approximating the delinquencies of the Dollar Lines’
obligations to the Government at the present time.

To secure a favorable public for such raids on the Federal
Treasury, the ship owners have used money and pressure on
the newspapers. In 1932, the American Steamship Owners’
Association created a Committee on Shipping Information
with a six-month budget of $48,300 to be financed by an
assessment on mail contractors at the rate of one-fifth of 1 per
cent of the mail pay they managed to get from the Post Office
Department during the fiscal year of 1932. The following
testimony was elicited in regard to the shippers’ propaganda.

“The Chairman: You further say that your office has been

in touch with Mr. William Randolph Hearst, Mr.
Arthur Brisbane, and Mr. Brand with respect to
special articles? ‘

“Mr. Baker (secretary-treasurer of the AMW

9.
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ship Owners’ Association) : Yes, sir.
“The Chairman: And the members have been advised as
~ to the courtesy extended by the Hearst organization
in the way of editorial support?

“Mr. Baker: The Chairman of the committee was.”

The evidence shows that the Admiral Oriental Line of the
Dollar interests has invested $20,000 in first-mortgage
collateral trusts of Hearst Publications, Inc. Truly a small
item of cost when one considers that the Hearst papers were

_instrumental in creating public support for the Merchant

Marine Act of 1920, under which the Dollar Steamship Line
received $948,000!

Although facts such as these were presented at the hearings
after the General Strike last year, the employers denied their
relevance and claimed that the question of the companses’

~ ability to pay bigher wages was not the issue. Yet the San

Francisco Junior Chamber of Commerce is at the present
time inserting paid advertisements in the newspapers claiming
that the I. L. A, because of its insistence on adequate rates
of pay, is ruining West Coast commerce and fhat.the I' L. A.
leaders are radical racketeers. Have the Dollar boys become
jealous? '-

)

THE RICH SUFFER MORE

BY ELSA GIDLOW

00 BAD to make you move your knapsack from the seat.
The car is kind of crowded.”

The large woman dressed in black satin with a silver
point fox fur about her shoulders and many rings on her
hands, settled with a sigh into the place beside the young
womanin breeches, sweater and beret. :

“I never been used to walking. My husband says to me,

‘Honey, it's too bad you got to take street cars now, it isn't
right. If there are any more cuts we won't have nothing left.
With your fallen arches, Honey, he says, ‘and your corns, it
just isn't right you should take street cars.” Is that knapsack
heavy? Too bad to make you hold it on your lap.”

“That's quite all right. It isn't heavy. I'm sorry I did not

notice sooner you were standing. 1 was looking out of the
 window. The sky is so blue behind those eucalyptus trees.”
“Are you a hiker? Looks like you were hiking.” .
T am going for a walk.” -
“Hitch-hiking?” ’
~ *No, just going for a hike up the beach towards San Mateo
- *You're not on the road?”
“Oh, no. I live here in San Francisco. It is such a glorious
day, 1 thought I would take a2 walk.” ‘
“Just walking? You're not going any place?””
“Only there and back. Maybe I'll take 2 sun bath in the
dunes.” - » ' .
“It’s terrible, the young people you see on the road these
days. I used to meet them all the time when I went out into

the country. My husband and I, we each had our cars then.
I used to drive out into the country, but I met so many, I
couldn't stand it. Not bums, mind; real nice young people,
out of high school and college, some of them.”

" “Young boys””

“Boys, yes, and girls, too. The sweetest, prettiest girls,
American girls younger than you are, out on the road like
bums. I got so I couldn’t stand it. “What can we do? We got
to eat,’ they said. “The folks can’t feed us, they got nothing
themselves and there ain’t no jobs. This way, we eat once in
a while.” That's what they said. I said to my husband, ‘T can’t
stand seeing those girls on the road like bums. So he says:

_'We':eprettybadoﬂ'here,butnotlikcdxrestofdn

country and that's why all the hitch-hikers come to Califor-
nia,' "

“Yes, I've heard about the young people on the road. It is
a dreadful thing to think of ™

“Wild boys and girls of the road, the movies call them.

‘Well, just like I told you, I couldn’t stand it. Seeing you

dressed like 2 hitch-hiker, I thought maybe you had been on
thehighwaymdlwugoingtoukyw,didyouwemanyof
those wild girls of the road? Ididn't take you for one of them,
mind, but I thought maybe you'd met some. The prettiest
girls you'd hope. to see.”

“These are trying times for all of us. You can’t help
wondering where we will end.” *

“Isn't that the truth? Take people that bought railroad
stocks. We thought we were sitting on top of .the world, now




didn't we? But look where we are: not getting a cent. Let
They

they'd better wait awhile and not spend any money, but things
got worse and worse and now they've moved into a five-room
ml’owdlSumley.kttﬂdrnnidsgo,’md
their chauffeur, and now they only got one car for the three
of them. If you stop to think, it’s the rich suffer most when
conditions are like they are.” |
“There is dreadful suffering these days wherever you look.”
“Isa't there just. Take me. I never did my own market-
ing,lnidwnylnnband,hmat,lmlmww}ma
market looked like. Then there’s a girl 1 could show you, she

mdwliwiathtl’nmrigkmryhcnllinmw.‘

She had butlers and chauffeurs, everything done for her, and
such luxury, the best money could buy. That girl never even
drew her own bath or made herself a cup of tea. I'm telling
you, that’s a fact. She never let the hot water into her own
bath. And now she’s got to start out and make her living.
Like 1 just told you, the rich suffer more.” ‘

’Igmmdthtmhawbmedwlmmlitylooks
m.”

“T've got lots of sympathy for the poor. 1 was always sorry

for the help—you know, labor—though they don’t need to

m»-uch,dwygalmhdsz.'l'hqmgomrclid.
But we are the ones that foot the bill, have you thought of
that? Then you hear some of these smart politicians say, put
more taxes on the people with over fifty thousand a year.
That's 2 terrible thing to say when we don't know which
-way to turn . . Excuse me, did 1 drop a little parcel down

Honest, my head gets in such a whirl, thinking about
conditions and the way , sometimes I don’t know
what ing What upset n® this morning, I got a letter

W.Wl&dn’thwhrﬂmudtlhadmhﬁl&ng

and loan and that quit paying a couple of years ago. Now,
you talk like you thoughe about things, didn’t we think a few
years ago there wasn't anything befter to invest in than rail-
roads and construction?”

“Im afraid 1 don’t know much about stocks.
owned any.” .

I never

“Well, you're fucky. What with this one going down Ind

that ome failing, cuts here and cuts thére, like my husband
says, some mornings he gets up feeling it just isnt worth while
going to the office. It’s pretty hard on him, 2 man used to
making real money. He is good-hearted, too, and he hates to
cut people. You know, a few years ago you paid a stenog-
rapher 2 hundred and fifty a2 month and that wasn’t too much,

But look in the Classificd now, you'll see hundreds of girls

advertising, experienced stenographers willing to work for
sisty 2 month. Of course, my busband says, you got to

" semember, some are married and lots are living at home. He's

a good-hearted man, he takes things like that into considera-
tion if he has to cut anyone. It sure makes you think when
conditions get the way they are.”
"Hkmkamdi:&,itwﬂlbndoucmgwd,wm’t
®?" '
“Well, you know, maybe that’s right. In some ways it has
done good. Only last week my husband said: "Honey, you've
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lcamedalots’nathedeprudm,nowisn’tthatthctmtb?

Andyw’nbanaprmygoodsportabauit."}k’ssortof

I didnt do much

carrots. Youknowth;u. We bought the expensive vegetables.
But let me tell you, I can cook carrots now so they taste like
something on a French menu . . . Do you keep house? No?

summer when the drought was on, and they sold them to some
firm that made them into soup. Meat soup, they made, and
meat and vegetable and it is only five cents a can. That's a
good buy. My man at the store told me about it, he says,
Mrs. Thornton, it’s 2 good buy. I don’t have to be so econom-
ical yet, but like my husband says, you should look ahead,
you can't tell what is going to happen. Well, I take a can of
each and mix them together and I'm telling you it’s the grand-
est soup. You couldn't get anything better at the Palace
Hotel. That gives me enough soup for two days, now isn't
that wonderful? Honest, I think I'm wonderful. Like you
said, in some ways, the depression has been a good lesson for
m,odzlhopeitdm’tlzsttoolong,itgasmusews——.
nauseating going down and never coming up. But it’s done
lots of good in some ways. I used to pay fifty cents for a glass
jar of French vegetables from France, but I found out now I
can put seasoning in vegetables just.as good as the French
and you only pay five cents or maybe ten cents for them here.
Right here in California we have the best vegetables in the
world.”

“Nes, we are fortunate here. A friend of mine writes from
the East that food is getting so expensive, she doesn’t know
how she is going to be able to feed the children milk and green
vegetables through the winter.”

1 heard things are pretty good in the East. My husband
;533 prices are going up and it looks like the depression was
¢ over back there.” . _

“Well, maybe that's right. But there are still an awful lot
of people out of work. It is a terrible thing not to be able to
get a job. Something has to be done about that . . . Excuse
u”.

“You getting off? Let me ask you, what more can we do?
They are on relief, aren’t they? We are pretty near bankrupt
now, feeding all these people. Did you read how many
millions we pay out for them? All that comes from taxes,
and the more you've got, the more taxes you pay. It’s the rich
that suffer with conditions the way they are, I'm telling you.

. . Here's where you get off?” The ocean looks wonderful.
You got a grand day for a hike. I hope you have a grand
time. I enjoyed talking to you.”

“T enjoyed it, too. Good-bye.”

“Good-bye. You're sure lucky to be hiking on a day like
shis.”

3
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'POLITICAL PRISONERS
wannngotoSaanntoseea “political” there is

a special routine, not observed in the case of ordinary
prisoners. You are sent to the warden's office for special

- permission before being given the slip admitting you to the |

wmtmgroomwhcrethorsmtharmmtothe

prisoners’ reception room. A week ago the warden kept us

waiting for an hour before he appeared. At last he came into
" the outer office and stood in front of us, looking reproach-
fully, accusingly, distutbedly at one after another of us as we
sat in a row against the wall. When he finally spoke he was
abkmmuhxxsandaftermequ&kxﬁngaswwbomwere,
what we represented and why in the world we kept coming,
everybody kept coming all the time, to see these special
: pnsonetswho in his eyes,, so he said, were “just like the other
~ prisoners”, announced that “well, they had had too many
' visitorsandyoucan’tseethem”.

Miss Whitney was persistent, Tanna Alex eloquent and
convincing, the other two joined in the universal protest
against this new discrimination and your correspondent
reminded him that such discriminations would only rouse new
sympathy and add new numbers to visitors and protestants.
Tanna Alex said: “You know, Warden, you have distin-

" guished guests here. Under rather unfortunate circumstances

for them, to be sure. But nevertheless, distinguished guests

and you must expect that they will receive a good deal of

notice from their hosts of friends and admirers.” It was Miss
Alex’s eloquence, apparently, that won the day. That and the
fact that she handed him her candidate’s card and modestly
reminded him that she would probably receive a good many
thousands of votes in the coming municipal elections where
she is running for supervisor on the United Labor Ticket.

Reluctantly, but not discourteously, he finally gave us the

desired permission to see Pat Chambers, John Corneilson,
Jack Crane and Al Hogarty. (This was written previous to
the San Francisco elections.—Ed.)

“Just before our arrival Senator Pelletier had spent half an

hour persuading the warden to allow him to interview James
McNamara who has recently been being denied all visits.
Here, too, the warden at first flatly refused but was open to

persuasion and finally allowed Mr. Pelletier to have anhour's

visit with McNamara. -

Without exception all the prisoners sent out the same
message to their friends on the outside: “Keep up the fight.
Don't worry too much about us.” We answered that they
were part of the struggle and must submit to being worried
about. ,

Chambers is in good spirits. His eyes twinkle, though there
is a touch of prison pallor in his skin. Jack Crane’s health is
worse. He is still not allowed to have the fresh milk and fresh
vegetables his condition (stomach ulcers) demands. Again

the Committee for Defense of Political Prisoners, Northern

California Branch, urges that letters be sent to Dr. Stanley
andWardcnPHobanmgingthatCrancbeallbweddﬂsfresh
milk for which the I. L. D. is supplying the money. Recently

the doctor informed Crane that he was suffering from mental

derangement—the proof of it being that he is 2 communist
Betbatuitmy,lzneedsthef{;d!mﬂk,andneedsitbadly
and at once.

Letters to the warden should be couched in different terms
from those addressed to Dr. Stanley. Warden Holohan is not

a bad man. He is frankly puzzled and troubled and does not |
-understand the present situation of society nor why people -

llkedsrpohtmal prisoners are imprisoned—or at least he gives
that impression. Appeals-should be made to his reason, com-
mon sense and humanitarian feelings. He is not truculent in

* his attitude, and should be reasoned with. Dr. Stanley is, we
" all feel from our contacts with him™more of the type who

enjoy functioning under such a regime as that of Hitler
Letters to him should be sharper, sterner. He will probably
not be moved by appeals to either reason or humanity. Only
fear of consequences would have weight with him. At least
that is our impression.

McNamara does not complain of the discriminations which
have of late been practised on him. His sturdy revolutionary
spirit has nothing of the personal left. He thinks only of the
future and of the welfare of the other prisoners about him.
Nevertheless, constant pressure should be kept up to cause
these unfair and unreasonable discriminations to be stopped.
McNamara should be allowed his library, which has been
taken from him, and should be allowed -the comfort of the
many visits which would be made to him if his friends were

allowed to see him.

It cannot be too strongly stressed that letters and requests
coming from solid citizens of the state have an enormous
weight with the authorities. The National Committee for
Defense of Political Prisoners urges all who sympathize with
these wvictims of an effort to improve the conditions under
which we live to redouble their efforts. Write, wire, visit the
authorities in charge of San Quentin and urge upon them
the importance of taking good care of the political prisoners

_entrusted to their care for the time being.

—BeaTrice KINKEAD

THE THEATER

THOSE ANTIC MUSCOVITES
' BY WINTHROP RUTLEGE

HE answer to those who like to picture the Muscovite as

- a soleinn fanatic, totally barren of humor, is to be found
on the screen of the Clay International Theater, where the
latest Amkino film, Moscow Laughs, is now on display.

Moscow Laughs is a compendium, or an epitome, ps,
of all the best of the humor patterns which properly
to the cinema, not forgetting the animated cartoon. And
certainly not forgetting the Mack Sennett-Keystone theme.
Seill it has about it 2 spontaneity and a freshness which, if I
had the time to succumb to it, W@uld lure me back to the Clay
International to laugh again with Moscow.

The none-too-friendly analyst may say that it is easy for
Moscow to maké the comedy film fresh and spontaneous,
since humor is virtually a virgin field for the film makers who
have been so busy glorifying electrical construction, collective
farming and arctic rescues. “Wait,” he may carp, “until the
Russians have cut the first lush crop of humor. Wait until
the soil is exhausted by 5-funny-films-a-year schedules such as
Hollywood has. Wait until the gag men get gagged out and
the tricks of the trained clowns become old stuff. A new
broom gathers no whiskers.”

All this may be true. But I'm not going to wait. I'm going




them. And whether or not the soviets produce no more com-
edy films or ten thousand of them, Moscow Laughs is still
splendid fun.

Soupcopktdlmzdntmthtﬁhthellmlnvc
dropped propaganda and turmed to sheer entertainment.
Others say Moscow Laughs is full of propaganda of the
M,MMAMMMMM
lurks behind every chuckle.

ThtihnfoﬂowsdzAmpnanoft}zhukmg:
musical comedy to a certain extent. That is™o say it begins
on a collective farm and ends in a theater. And in the early

satire. The herdsman who later becomes a chef d'orchestre
quncbyacadtu,alhthtmllond:coﬂamtfamanddx
livestock obediently lines up and answers with bawls, moos
and baa’s, ecach as its name is read off. Then there is the scene
wherein the orchestra of “creative workers™ holds a rehearsal |
which results in 2 handsomer brawl than Prof. Sennett ever &
conceived, even with the price of custard pies at a record low.
They say the Russians will never master the machine
because their souls aren’t attuned to the rhythms of the
madmttrundcvuwrnworld. The same people say jazz is an
) part of that same machine culture, and there I've got
For in Moscow Laughs the Stalin boys reveal an
mmymyofdxhcymmmdlwdebo
business. In this film youll hear some of the most ingratiating
pzzlilutlntcmchaﬂmgedymtotorﬂucywxchm)hms.
mmmmutwmwhchthchadmm
through a seriés of mistakes is projected into the orchestra pit
at a symphony concert, just in time to conduct—by an
mmofma—apaformmoftkmd“_

Hungarian Rhapsody.
The famed Russian camera “technique gives freshness to -

ccncdymtmwhchmthandmmnotm and the
soviet film makers are discovering a wealth of things to do
with sound effects outside the human voice. There is fine
singing in this film and—prepare yourself for a shock—
pulchritude. -
HOPE CHEST
’H!nchctﬁtmnand~hubcc,
All golden fragile eagerness; her face
A rapier of light, so young, so glad, in love
With life, that soon would yield 2 man, a house
For ordered joy and careful grief. We loved
Her beauty and her love. She held above
Her each embroidered woven thing in pride—
We looked at only her. Until she wayed
A tiny web, more finely wrought—she’d “saved
It as the prize—and made in China—all
. Handwork—for fifty cents—imagine—here!™
" —One pair of hands or eyes, or twenty lives,
‘Tognahcr"hvmg room for atmosphere.
—JawNice BrookE

-

Well, maybe. 1 don't know. And I'm afraid 1 don't care

scenes | found, instead of propaganda, some good-natured g

¢
s
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TO THE LIBERALS -~-AN
EXPLANATION

And reservations of the liberals
Are due to an odd conceit.
They think they have a deeper fechng for
And a truer understanding of
Life.
They value poetry, music, nature;
Other subtleties, and
They imagine these values are totally unappreciated by
Overalls.
I say to these cultured gentlemen,
Weappracntcthcﬁmﬂavorofrarebnndm,
And the emotional depth of Beethoven’s Fifth,
And a capon stuffed with chestnuts is more delicious
Than a corpulent missionary to a cannibal
The poetry of Shelley is the quintessence of
chti!n——
Even if the garbage man never heard of it—
And the laughter of a little child

In a narrow city alley

Ts more beautiful

Than Benvenuti Cellini’'s most intricate chalice.
Nevertheless, gentlemen,
We have leaflets to distribute;
And the meat of Leninism
Goes beyond “to appreciate fully”,
And imposes upon us
That most difficult of all human undertakings,
“To explain patiently”.
And sometimes we must be tarred and feathered,
Andsommtbcrearebngixurs,
Momh-,yws.

In jail. .
Andmeummcnzreshotdownmcddblood

_ In the city streets.

And we owe more to Sperry and Coundeorakis .
Than to our own sense of aestheticism.
And when we have paid that debt, gentlemen,
Perhaps we wﬂl}omyoumabrandy
For with all this,
Wezremcncmmofbnndy
And great admirers of Shelley. A
—MicHAEL QUIN
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A POET ON A MAN
' OF ACTION

BY LINCOLN STEFFENS

ENRI BARBUSSE wrote Stalin®, and died, satisfied. That
is a literary event. Apoet,anovebst,Barbussewasa

highly. sensitive intelligence, went through the Great War
after seeing and feeling and getting all concerned and puzzled

~ about life. He wrote Le Feu (Under Fire), for instance, out

of the emotion of the experiences at the front; a confused.
dramatic, tragic burst of terrible eloquence. He did not un-
derstand; like our American and English novelists (and
poets) ; thngrutFrcncbwntcrdsdnotmxderstandwlmall
the terrible suffering and heroism was about. Typically, he
hadmkeytothecxvihzedhfeweallmbemgledby behad
no philosophy—yet. '

French and intelligent and curious, the war made him think
and study. French and intelligent and logical, he came to So-
cialism which is philosophy that fits our social dilemma like
an old hat. It was made by Marx out of life-long search for
a cause and cure for our growing troubles. The German’s di-

* agnosis and plan satisfied the Frenchman’s aching mind and

cleared it. BarbwbecamzaMarnst.Hefwndthent}m
his poet eyes could see, and he was not alone. There
was a small party in the world”of men who could see, and he
joined them, first in Paris, France, then in Soviet Russia,
where a continent of men in desperate trouble had gone be-
yondlnmandlushndeoaahsm they had acted, theyhad
done it.

HcsawwbatstruckmedxeﬁmumelwenttoNewRusaa
He saw that Socialism worked. . And saw that it was good; it
made men work and it made them happy. He was profound-
ly interested in how the Socialists of Russia, etc. had done
whattbesoaahstsofl’rcme,etc could not do. He met Stalin

sonification of the policy, of the Line, that was the road of a
continent’s Action. Andtlmpoetwantedmdwors}upped
Action. The line of it passed right through Lenin-Stalin; it
was a straight line, that worked. That would have been rare
in thought; here was a thought that worked. It cut through
war and peace and graft and diplomacy and religion. There
were, there had been deviations, but Barbusse was fascinated,

well-nigh hypnotized by that line, and he took the deviators

vﬂlamsmaplay “Out!™ he treated them

new civilization with the leaders of it. As it stands it is an
ardent, graphic, poetical history well-fitted to end the bril-
lianthiswryofab&utifulmm

DEFT CHARACTERIZATION

THERE'S ALWAYS TOMORROW, by Marguerite Harri-
son. (Farrar & Rinehart) $3.50
(Reviewed by Leslie T. White)

HIS is the second review I've written about this book: the

first, which I wrote at the conclusion of my reading, was
so enthusiastic as to be incoherent. It is unethical for a
reviewer to jump up and down, so I'm re-writing this
critique in a manner that, I trust, will maintain the dignity
of my contemporaries.

There’'s Always Tomorrow is the story of Mrs. Harrison's
life and experiences. Born with a whole mouthful of silver
spoons, she reached maturity in an atmosphere of Victorian
culture and staid respectability. Her craftsmanship is evident
in the masterly manner in which she handles the details of
this period of her existence. What sounds duller than the

_life of a girl of that era, yet Mrs. Harrison draws her charac-

ters so deftly that when she told about entering the drawing

" room of her religious old grandfather, my hand unconsciously

groped around for a prayer book. The tempo changes with
the changes of hmtoryrgxe becomes, through circumstances,
a newspaperwoman . . then a spy . . Germany during the

" revolution! Bullets fly (my neck is sore from ducking ‘em as

I read!) and bayonets flash! Oh, heck! We're back in Ameri-
ca again! We settle down.

But don’t stop reading! Europe again . . Poland and
war . . we slip into Russia while the terror is on. A hand is
on my shoulder . . Mrs. Harrison and I are under arrest by
the dread Cheka. Why, the thing was so real, that when
I ended the chapter on the great Moscow prison, I sat up
half the night searching for cooties in my pajamas.

You understand the problem before the Bolsheviks, what
they had to conténd with, what they did about it, and why

with Mrs. .Hzrn'son to Japan, to Asia,'Rusaa .. and .

her, you begin to realize that here is a rare, rare creature.
the last of the book, I began combing my hair

confound it, she falls in love with

. . and marries him.

Marries him, after I had traveled all over the world with

her for several wonderful evenings. Am I jealous!

FROM DREAM TO REALITY
THE LAND OF SCHVAMBRANIA, by Leo Kassil.
(Viking Press) §$2
(Reviewed by Dorothea Castelhun)

Twolmkboy;mofadoctorhvmgmtheRusaan
of Pokrovsk, suddenly, while being punished for

chﬂduhfuxlt,mlizc“theinjusticeofthing; The -



acapedtoalaudofthm’mmkmg—&hvaubr
ckzvmgcla:o;athtc thgcd hctzlmeoll
country, maps ont a
P :ndmchndmgmrypoaﬂ)k

2
‘.§.
83
FiEy

mchborumd&hvambnma,

as the boys gradually added more and more details, goes the

mydtharactmlhfcml’okmnk,bothmxhaiandat
It

bewildering
thzllaolmw!dma mixture of delicious humor and grim

seemed impossible for any one to understand how order
come out of the appalliag chaos. Yetbcforzthe

ime he and his brother were grown men.
The pride they feel at the improvements in Pokrovsk, the true
dehtmryanmtbeemuwwhng

people—all this is somehow very moving. You simply can't
and truth of it! The new Schvambra-
nia has begun fo function and beyond the shadow of a doubt

g:“m&ymtqbqinﬁtﬁtdybm«thmmhmgim
Thslﬁodsétwriumspeaﬁallyfordﬂdnn,md of

course, much of it is beyond their but it is the
sort of story . people would find facinating. To my
‘mind it is an excellent book for the conveying, in

L&!mmmum :

" - HONEY IN THE HORN, by H. LDavu (Harper&?Co)

8270
(mecdbkawCanmll)
across the plains of Oregon, life was a matter of flight

‘mf’” from real m“m'wm&g r and

A few, like Uncle Preston Shively, rooted themselves in the
soil. Not that he had any affection for the terrain; he had a
book to write. Uncle Preston was a famous old sour-puss who

NOVEMBER 18, 103

an unforgettable picture of early Oregon in the first
the twentieth century.

and Luce lived together in a haphazard manner, never

the mental intimacy of man and wife. They migrate
the they separate, they are reunited. They
TH®

=r§§§

settlers,

the casual loves and deaths of the settlers. ‘
book has a casual plot, but so vivid is the description,
so powerful the narrative, so sharp the characterizations, that
thcmdcrbrushat}z thread away like an annoying mosquito.

At the end, when it is disclosed that Wade Shively has
been hanged for two murders he did not commit, the disclo-
sure is trifling compared to the monumental struggle for
existence of the pioneers.

Mr. Davis’ stylehasl'mronltschest but not in an
offensive manner. His story is rollxckmg, bawdy, serious,
casualyand lovely by turns.

A COWELL SYMPOSIUM

AMERICAN COMPOSERS ON AMERICAN MUSIC.
A Symposium Edited by Henry Cowell. (Stanford Univer-
sity Press) $3
. (Reviewed by Alan Campbell )

"zmv‘COWELL's symposium is divided into two parts:

“Composers in Review of Other Composers™ and “Com-
posers in Discussion of General Tendencies”. Of particular
interest in the first part is Howard Hanson's “The Rochester
Group of American Composers”—at the Eastman School of
Music at Rochester four concerts devoted to American
chamber, choral, symphomc and stage music are given annu-
ally during the spring. Mr. Hanson is founder and conductor
of these American Composers’ Concerts.

In his chapter on Charles Ives, Henry Cowell has some very
interesting things to say about the “characteristics” which
dtstmgmsb the American folk-music from that of the Euro-
peans—in another chapter Nicolas Slonimsky describes
Cowell's new musical wonder, provisionally ~ christened

“rhythmicon™.

What we may expect in the future of original, essentially
American, AnntmnmuscxsverynadymtedbyRoy
Harris in his chapter, “Problems of American Composers”
which opcns up the second part of the book.

“The American sense of rhythm is less symmetrical than the
Europan European musicians are trained to think of

4 thythm in its largest common denominator, while we are born

with a feeling for its smallest units . . . the American com-
poser’s problem is not one of inherent talent and authentic
musical ideas; it is rather the problem of being assured ade-
qmperfotmmu . . 7 Mr. Harris goes on to deplore
this country’s system of showmanship and *personality
hokum™ and preference for imported musicians—also, the
often repeated tragedy of “scratch™ performances of Ameri-
can works by conductors or interpreters who have not mas-
!z:!(the technical difficulties of our characteristic American

SHORTER NOTICES
THE TALE OF GENJI, by Lady Murasaki. Translated
by Arthur Waley. (Houghton Mifflin Co.) $5
T!thntuna ago there lived in Japan a lady who, because
of her aloofness and pursuits, was known as “the
violet lady”. Lady Murasaki dwelt in an idealized, romantic
worldpfbcrownmdspmtherhamoflcwurcwnnnga
novel which must rank as one of the greatest works of fiction
ever written.
Love is the main pursuit of Prince Genji and we follow him
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through a myriad of amorous episodes which are so deftly and

fastidiously told that they never become monotonous. Each

woman who comes into Genji’s life is a distinct character, thus
each love experience is a fresh venture for the reader. There
is an indescribable melancholy pervading the entire work—
whatever Genji holds most precious is inevitably snatched
from his hands and therdeath of his beloved Murasaki at the
‘close of the fourth volume is profoundly moving. One should
read this work in a leisurely manner—Arthur Waley's trans-
lation is a work of genius. The background of the book is
constantly changing—from the Emperor’s court to the village
of falling flowers or the palace in the tangled woods. Lady
Murasaki had a knack for evoking atmosphere with a mere
line or two—she is the most sensitive and exquisite of imagi-
native writers.

—A.C.

CHLOE DUSTS HER MANTEL, by Frances Gill. (The
Press of the Pioneers, New York) $1.50 -
UBTITLED “A Pioneer Woman’s Idyll™ this slender volume
is the story of a young girl, Chloe Aurelia Clarke, who in

1839 set out from Connecticut with a 'small band of Meth-

odist missionaries to bring the word of God to the Indians in

the northwest. '

At the end of her eventful life Chloe, cautioned by the
doctor not to overtax her heart, is dusting her mantel. Chief
among the treasures on it is a framed photograph of the origi-
nal document whereby the Government granted her the land
in Oregon on which she and her husband had lived and
helped found the settlement later to become Salem. As she
dusts she reviews her life: the long stormy voyage around the

Horn; her failure to change in the slightest the little Indians -

she taught in the wilderness; her gradual abandonment of the
missionary role to become instead the beloved wife and

devoted mother for which she was better fitted . . The book

has a simple, genuine charm of style and is attractively bound.
’ : —E. B.

CALL IT SLEEP, by Henry Roth. (Vanguard Press) $2.50 |

No use, I'd like to do this review, but I'd probably be a
flop—can’t manage to make it. Anyhow, you know what
I feel about Roth’s book—the writing may be swell and the

psychology of the child hero, but the picture of working class
children is slander. The old stuff—the one tender lly flower-
ing out of the dung heap—the old biologic sport, sensitive,
intelligent, imaginative, not like the wvulgar, nasty, stupid,
other little boys and girls. The bourgeois world will love this
book—it comes up to their ideas of what workers’ kids are
likee. Maybe New York kids are different, but the ones I
know possessed imagination and originality and courage and
“honor”. Henry Roth doesn’t give you any idea these other
kids had potentialities. I think the conversation at the end
overheard in the streets is bad, too.

—T. L

+-
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"THEY TELL ME~~-"
SOME TIME ago Louis Adamic had an
article in the "“Saturday Review of Literature™
on “What Workers Read”—and decided that
they don’t. Robert Cantwell answered in
“The New Republic” with an analysis of
library books used by workers and smaller
professionals and discovered that millions of
copies of the classics are read every year by
these classes. : :

Interested in the sale of cheaper books we
asked the Modern Library for figures on their
sales. Their books sell for 95¢, “giants™ for
$1.00. Bennett Cerf sent back so interesting
a report that we print it in full:

“You ask for figures on Modern Library
books. We rarely sell these books in sets
although we do get possibly forty or fifty
orders for complete sets from private sources

~every year. The total sale of Modern
Library ks in 1934 just topped the one
million mark. Of this total, the Giants
accounted for about 150,000 copies. The

‘Giant series is leaping ahead very quickly.

For the time being, it is gaining very much
more rapidly than the regular series. This
is due to the fact, I believe, that the public
is in a tremendous bargain-hunting mood at
this time and wants big books for its money.
The small series has great advantages, too,
and I think before long balance will be

restored between the two serid - Strachey's. .

“Coming Struggle for Power™ promises to be
one of the best selling books in the Giant
series. It was published on September 25¢th
and sold just under 10,000 copies by Novem-
ber 1st. This is the second biggest seller in
the Giant series. The biggest single month’s
sale we had for a Giant was 16,000 copies of

- Thomas Wolfe's “Look Homeward, Angel™

a month after “Of Time and the River”
appeared. Other fine sellers in the Giants
are the “Complete Novels of Jane Austen™,
the “‘Complete Poems of Keats and Shelley”
and “Bulfinch's Mythology”. The worst
selling Giant (three novels of Sir Walter
Scott) sold 6,000 copies last year.

. *In the regular Modern Library series, the

most popular titles are “Of Human Bond-
age”, “The Magic Mountain™, “Brothers

" Karamazov™, “Sons and Lovers”, and “Death

Comes For the Archbishop™ An important
moving picture production like “David Cop-
perfield™ sends the corresponding title, if we
have it in the Modern Library, way up for
several months. Also, a2 new best seller by
any author results in a quick uprush in the
sale of some of his older books in the Modern
Library series. Proust has been most success-
ful in the Modern Library. In seven years,
we have sold over 45,000 copies of “Swanns
Way". “Within a Budding Grove™ and
“Guermantes Way™ do not sell nearly so fast,
but are both good for over 3000 copies a
year. Next year we will probably add the
fourth Proust volume to the series.”

It is rumored that Horace Liveright sold
the Modern Library to Bennett for
$150.000 and afterwards said that of all the
foolish moves in his life that had been the

“ most foolish.

—ELLA WINTER
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