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The traged y  o f  W arsaw  is  over . F or  tw o m on th s the  
P o lish  u n d erground  a rm y , e q u ip p ed  o n ly  w ith  lig h t w ea p ­
ons, stood  up to  th e  m ech a n ized  fu ry  o f  th e  R e ich w eh r’s 
p lan es, tanks, an d  s ie g e  gu n s. B etrayed  p a ss iv e ly  b y  tw o  
o f their “ a l l ie s ” , E n g la n d  an d  th e  U n ited  S ta tes, an d  a c­
tiv e ly  b y  the th ird , S o v ie t  R u ssia , G en era l B o r’s u n d er­
ground lig h ters have su rren d ered — su ch  o f  th em  a s  are  s t ill  
alive— after  6 3  d a y s  o f  h e r o ic  b a ttle . T h e  W arsaw  tra g ed y  
is over. B ut th e  treach ery , th e  b ru ta l c a lc u la tio n  o f  R u s­
sian p o lic y  w h ich  d e liv ered  th e  W arsaw  u n d ergrou n d  in to  
the hands o f  th e  N a z is— th e reck o n in g  fo r  th is  h a s  n o t yet 
been p resen ted . L et u s a ttem p t a b i l l  o f  p a r ticu la rs .

The facts  m a y  b e b riefly  stated .
A t the end  o f  J u ly , th e  R ed  A rm y  w a s a p p ro a ch in g  the  

city o f  W arsaw  at th e  rate o f  fro m  five  to  fifteen  m ile s  a 
day. B y A u g u st 1 , its  a d v a n ce  lin e s  w ere w ith in  ten  m ile s  
of the c ity . T h at d ay  th e  P o lis h  u n d ergrou n d  arm y in s id e  
W arsaw , com m an d ed  b y  “ G eneral B o r” , b eg a n  open  street- 
fighting a g a in st th e  G erm an o ccu p a tio n  fo rces . B y A u gu st  
3, G eneral B or’s  fo r c e s  had  ca p tu red  s tra teg ic  se c t io n s  o f  
the c ity  an d  c o n tr o lle d  p erh a p s 4 0 %  o f  th e  to ta l area . A s  
this is w ritten , o ver  tw o  m o n th s  la ter , th e  R ed  A rm y  
has n ot yet en tered  th e  c ity  p rop er . B etw een  A u g u st 1 and  
Septem ber 15, it s to o d  s t i l l ,  n o t a d v a n c in g  n o r  (a p p a r e n tly ,  
ju dging  fro m  its co m m u n iq u es) a ttem p tin g  to  ad v a n ce; in  
those s ix  w eek s th ere  w a s  fu r io u s  a c tiv ity  to  th e  N o rth , in  
the B a ltic  reg io n , and a b o v e  a ll  to  th e  S o u th , in  th e  B a l­
kans, w h ich  w ere overru n  b y  th e  R ed  A rm y  in  an o ffen siv e  
w hich ro lle d  fo rw a rd  ten , tw en ty  m ile s  a d a y . B ut in  the  
center: A ll Q u iet on  th e  W arsaw  F ron t. N o  a id  w h atsoever , 
furtherm ore, w a s sen t b y  R u ss ia  to  the W arsaw  figh ters  
during th is  six -w eek  p er io d .

On S ep tem b er 1 5 , th e  R ed  A rm y  resu m ed  its d r iv e  on  
W arsaw an d  b eg a n  a b a tt le  fo r  th e  su b u rb  o f  P ra g a . A fter  
a few  d ays, th is  o ffen siv e  seem s to  h a v e  b een  ab an d on ed  
also , and at th e  m o m en t o f  w r itin g , th e  R ed  A rm y  h a s  s t ill  
n«t gotten  in s id e  W arsaw  p ro p er . In  th e  twro  m o n th s  in ­

terv a l, G en era l B o r’s  u n d ergrou n d  figh ters have n a tu r a lly  
su ffered  terr ib le  lo sse s  an d  h a v e  lo s t m o st o f  the area  they  
co n tr o lle d  e a r ly  in  A u g u st. T h e  G erm ans h a v e  rou n d ed  
u p  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  “h o sta g e s”— o ld  m en , w o m en , and ch ild ren —  
fro m  th e c ity  an d  h a v e  sen t th em  to  a cam p  at P ru szk ow , 
w h ere th ey  are b e in g  k il le d  b y  s lo w  starva tion .

S o  m u ch  fo r  th e  m ilita r y  sto ry . O n e  p o li t ic a l fa c t  m ust 
b e ad d ed : G en era l B or an d  th e  b u lk  o f  h is  u n d ergrou n d  
figh ters are lo y a l to  th e  p resen t P o lis h  G ov ern m en t-in -E x ile  
in  L o n d o n ; S ta lin  h a s  re fu sed  to reco g n iz e  th is  govern m en t  
an d  h a s  se t up  in  M o sco w  a r iv a l go v ern m en t c a lle d  the  
P o lis h  C om m ittee  o f  N a tio n a l L ib era tio n . T h e  K rem lin  
states th is  is  b eca u se  th e  L on d on  G overn m en t is  r ea c tio n ­
a ry  an d  h a s  n o  p o p u la r  su p p ort. T h is  is  m o re  fa ls e  than  
tru e: th e  L on d on  G overn m en t is  a “ n a tio n a l fr o n t”  o f  a ll  
sh a d es  o f  p o li t ic a l p a rties , fro m  so c ia lis ts  to  reaction aries . 
A s  fo r  p o p u la r  su p p o rt, th e  W arsaw  u p r is in g  it s e lf  sh o w s  
a c o n s id e r a b le  d eg ree  o f  it . M u ch  m o re , w ith o u t q u estio n , 
th an  th e  M o sco w  C om m ittee  h as y e t com m an d ed . O ne  
sta tem en t m a y  b e  m a d e q u ite  d e fin ite ly :  th e  M o sco w  C om ­
m ittee  is  m o re  su b serv ien t to  R u ssian  p ressu re  th an  the 
L on d on  G overnm ent. It is , in  fa c t , s im p ly  a Q u is lin g  
outfit in  n o  w a y  d ifferen t fro m  th o se  th e  G erm ans strew ed  
a b o u t occu p ied  E u ro p e  ex cep t th at its  a lle g ia n c e  is  to  M o s­
cow  in stead  o f  to  B er lin .

W hat, th en , l ie s  b eh in d  th ese  fa c ts?  W h y d id  th e  R ed  
A rm y fa i l  to  p en etra te  to  W arsaw  fo r  tw o  m o n th s, w ith  
d e v a sta tin g  effects  to  th e  P o lis h  u n d ergrou n d  an d  to  the
2 0 0 ,0 0 0  “ h o sta g es” in  C am p P ru szk o w ?

T h e R u ssia n s  an d  th e ir  fr ien d s sa y  th at th e  u p r is in g  w as 
“ p rem atu re”  an d  a g a in s t th e  w ish es  o f  M o sco w  an d  that 
G eneral B or w an ted  to  m ak e p o lit ic a l c a p ita l fo r  the 
L on d on  G overnm ent.

T h ese  c la im s  are re fu ted  b y  th e  fo l lo w in g  fa c ts:
( 1 )  A cco rd in g  to  th e  M a n c h e s te r  G u a rd ia n , th e  U n io n  

o f  P o lis h  P a tr io ts , a g ro u p  w ith  h ead q u arters in  M oscow ’, 
b ro a d ca st th ro u g h o u t J u ly  a p p e a ls  to  th e  p e o p le  o f  W ar­
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saw  to arise  and fight the G erm ans. A s th e  R ed A rm y drew  
near W arsaw , these a p p ea ls , w h ich  w ent ou t over the K os- 
k iu sk o  rad io  station  in  M oscow , b ecam e m ore urgent. On  
J u ly  2 8 , fo r  ex a m p le , R a d io  K osk iu sk o  exh orted  th e  in ­
h ab itan ts o f  "Warsaw: “F ig h t th e  G erm ans! D o n o t doubt 
that W arsaw  h ears the gu n s o f  th e  b a ttle  w h ich  is  to  brin g  
h er lib e r a tio n !”  J u ly  3 0 :  “ W arsaw  trem b les fro m  the roar  
o f  gu n s! . . . P e o p le  o f  W arsaw , to  arm s! T h e  w h o le  p o p u ­
la tion  o f  W arsaw  sh ou ld  gather arou n d  the U nderground  
A rm y! A ttack  th e  G erm an s!”

(2 )  A  d isp atch  in  th e  N . Y . T im es  o f  A u gu st 15  stated: 
“ T he r is in g  o f  G eneral B o r’s  u n d ergrou n d  f orces in  W ar­
saw  tw o w eeks a g o  had b een  d esig n ed  sp e c if ic a lly  to  fru s­
trate a  counter-attack  b y  fou r G erm an arm ored  d iv is io n s  
aga in st the R ed A rm y fo rces c lo s in g  in  on  W arsaw  from  the 
East. . . . M oreover, P rem ier  S ta lin , as w e ll as th e  B ritish  
an d  A m erican  H igh  C om m and in  L ondon , h a d  p rom ised  
to sen d  a id  to the ill-arm ed  P o lish  fo rces , and d eta iled  p lan s  
for the d e liv ery  o f  arm s and the b o m b in g  o f  G erm an stron g­
h o ld s  h ad  been d isp atch ed  to  M oscow .”

(3 )  P rem ier M ik o la jczyk  o f  the P o lish  G overnm ent-in- 
E x ile , a s  quoted  in  the N . 1 .  T im es  o f  Sep t. 1, stated that 
(a )  the Red A rm y w as in form ed  o f  the p rojected  u p ris in g  
th rough  the B ritish  and A m erican  C om bined  C h iefs  or 
S taff: (b )  h e h im se lf  to ld  M o lo to v  w h ile  h e w as in  M oscow' 
on Ju ly  21 n eg o tia tin g  w ith  the K rem lin , that th e  W arsaw  
u p r is in g  w as im m in en t; (c )  d etach m en ts lo y a l to  the 
S ov iet-sp on sored  P o lish  C om m ittee o f  N a tio n a l L ib era ­
tio n  w ere figh tin g  in  W arsaw  a lo n g s id e  G eneral B or’s 
m en. T h ese  a lle g a tio n s  have n o t been d en ied  b y  M oscow .

T hat the K rem lin  knew  o f  the u p r is in g  in  ad van ce and  
ap p roved  o f  it —  or rather, a m ost im portant em en d ation , 
g a v e  th e  im p re ss io n  i t  a p p r o v e d  o j  i t— w ou ld  th u s seem  to 
b e pretty  co n c lu s iv e ly  estab lish ed . B ut le t us assum e that 
a ll th e  ab ove d ata  is  fa lse , and that a ll  th e  c la im s o f  the  
S ta lin is ts  are tru e  as to  th e  r is in g  b e in g  “p rem atu re” and  
in  con flict w ith  the R ed  A rm y’s p la n s .*  T h e  a p o lo g ists  
fo r  th e  K rem lin  m u st s t i l l  an sw er an aw kw ard q u estion , a 
r ea lly  terr ib le  q u estion : w h y d id  the R u ssian s g iv e  n o  a id  
to  the P o lish  undergroun d  figh ters fo r  a m onth  and a h a lf , 
d esp ite  repeated  and fran tic  a p p ea ls  from  G eneral B or; 
an d , even  m ore , w h y  d id  th e y  sa b o ta g e  th e  a tte m p t o j the  
B ritish  to  g iv e  su ch  a id ? V ern on  B artlett, a lib era l B ritish  
jo u rn a list  and M em ber o f  P ar liam en t, h as revea led  that 
the B ritish  and A m erican  h igh  com m an d s in  A u gu st m ade  
“ rep eated ” requests that the R u ssian s w ou ld  a llo w  R .A .F . 
p la n e s  to  lan d  on R u ssian  s o i l  a fter  h a v in g  drop p ed  m u n i­
tio n s  to  G en eral Bor in  W arsaw . (F o r  m on th s n ow  B ritish

* T lie  flim siness o f th is ex cu se  th a t  th e  u p r is in g  w as p re m a tu re  
a n d  n o t co o rd in a te d  w ith  th e  R e d  A rm y ’s p la n s  a p p e a rs  if o n e  c o n ­
s id e rs  th e  p a ra lle l  case  o f th e  P a r is  u p r is in g . H e re  th e  F .F .I . s ta r te d  
f ig h tin g  w h ile  th e  A llied  tro o p s  w ere  sc o res  o f m ile s  aw ay  fro m  
P a r is ,  n o t te n . N o r  is th e r e  a n y  q u es tio n  (a s  th e re  is in th e  ca se  of 
W a rsa w ) th a t  th e  A llie d  m ilita ry  p la n s  d id  n o t a t  th a t  tim e  c a ll  fo r  
th e  c a p tu re  o f th e  c ity . T h e  s tra te g y  w as to c u t  oT th e  r e t re a t  o f 
th e  G erm an  a rm ies , a n d  th e  ta k in g  of P a r is  p lay ed  no p a r t  in  it. 
Y e t, w h en  th e  F .F .I . a p p e a le d  to E ise n h o w e r fo r  h e lp , h e  d iv erted  
a  d iv ision  fro m  th e  m a in  m ili ta ry  ta s k  a n d  se n t it in to  P a r is .  H is  
d ec is io n  w as a  p o litic a l one , ju s t  a s  w as th a t  o f  th e  K re m lin  n o t to  
h e lp  G en era l B or.

I t  is  a lso  in te re s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  som e re p o rts  have  it th a t th e  
F .F .I . w as fo rce d  in to  i ts  u p r is in g  b ec a u se  o f  th e  la rg e -sca le  a r re s ts  
a n d  ex ecu tio n s  by  th e  G erm an s p re p a ra to ry  to e v a c u a tin g  th e  c ity . 
E ith e r  th e y  fo u g h t fo r  th e i r  lives, o r  th ey  d ied  b e fo re  G erm an  firing  
sq u a d s . T h e  sa m e  ch o ice  p ro b a b ly  c o n fro n te d  th e  P o lish  u n d e r­
g ro u n d  in  W arsaw , even m o re  b ru ta l ly , s in c e  th e  G erm an  te r ro r  in 
P o la n d  f a r  su rp a s se d  th a t  in  F ra n c e . T h u s , w h e th e r  s tra te g ic a lly  
“ p re m a tu re ”  o r  n o t, th e  W arsaw ' u p r is in g  w as n ec e ssa ry  fro m  a n o th e r  
v iew p o in t. H ow ever, s in c e  S ta lin  h ad  th e  sa m e  a im  a s  th e  G erm an  
H ig h  C o m m an d , to  e x te rm in a te  th e  P o lish  u n d e rg ro u n d , h e  co u ld  no t 
b e  ex p ec ted  to  a p p re c ia te  th is  n ecessity .

an d  A m erican  p la n es  b om b in g  the B a lk an s h ave been  shut­
t lin g  b etw een  Ita lia n  and R u ssian  a irfie ld s in stead  o f  hav­
in g  to m ak e the round  tr ip  w ithout la n d in g .)  T h e  Soviet 
G overnm ent refused  these requests up th rou gh  th e  m id d le  
o f  Septem ber. C on seq u en tly , the R A F  p la n e s  used  to su p ­
p ly  the W arsaw  u n d ergrou nd  arm y h ad  to turn around and  
m ake a non -stop  return trip  a ll  th e  w ay  back  to  their 
Ita lia n  bases, in stead  o f  la n d in g  b eh in d  the R ed  Arm y  
lin e s  a  few  m ile s  ou tsid e  W arsaw . B y  Septem b er 12, 250  
R A F  flyers had b een  lo s t on  th is hazard ou s route.

T he R u ssian s ju stif ied  th is in cred ib le  sab o tage  —  and  
sab o tage o f  their  B ritish  “ a ll ie s ” , n o te , as w e ll a s  o f  the 
W arsaw  fighters— b y  c la im in g  B or’s fo rces h e ld  su ch  sm all 
areas that su p p lie s  co u id  n o t b e p arachu ted  to  them  ac­
cu ra te ly  an d  w o u ld  f a l l  in to  th e  G erm ans’ h an d s. This 
excu se , h ow ever, w as e x p lo d ed  by th e  R u ssian s th em selves  
in m id -S ep tem b er w hen they fo r  the first tim e op en ed  their 
a irfie ld s to  the R A F  p la n e s  and a lso  sen t their  ow n  planes  
over W arsaw  to  drop  su p p lie s  to  the un dergrou n d . For 
o b v io u s ly  i f  it  is  true th at B o r’s  fo rce s  h e ld  su ch  sm all 
areas in  e a r ly  A u g u s t  that su p p lie s  d rop p ed  to  them  w ould  
b e lik e ly  to lan d  in s id e  th e  G erm an lin e s  in stead , then 
tod ay , w7hen B or h as lo s t  m o st o f  the grou n d  h e on ce  held, 
the lik e lih o o d  is  very  m u ch  greater. T h e  b o g g in g  down  
o f  the R ed  A rm y’s o ffen sive  fo r  s ix  w'eeks, and its  renew al 
( in  tok en  form , at lea st) in  m id -S ep tem b er; the sabotage  
o f a id  to  the u n d ergroun d  d u r in g  th ose  sam e s ix  weeks, 
and th e  reversa l o f  th is p o lic y  in m id -Septem ber— these 
events h ave n o th in g  to do w ith  m ilita ry  con sid era tion s , as 
the S ta lin ists  and their  lib la b  su p p orters c la im , and every­
th in g  to  do w ith  p o lit ic a l con sid era tion s . T h e gam e that 
S ta lin  p la y e d  h ere wTas as c o o l, b ru ta l and treacherous a 
sq u eeze-p lay  as even  that m aster o f  the d ou b lecro ss  h as ever 
perpetrated .

W ritin g  in  T h e  C a ll  fo r  S ep t. 8 , L il lia n  S ym es w e ll an­
a lyzed  th e  ca lcu la tio n s  b eh in d  it: “ T he c h ie f  ob stac le  to 
M oscow ’s ‘su ccessfu l’ n eg o tia tio n s  w ith  the P o lish  Govern- 
m en t-in -E x ile  (u n d er  con stan t p ressure from  L on don  and 
W ash in gton  to accep t an y  term s w h ich  M oscow  m igh t offer) 
w as the strength  and counter-pressure o f  the w ell-organ ized , 
d em ocratic  P o lish  U n d ergrou n d . T h is  U nd ergrou n d  had  
a lrea d y  rem inded  its harassed  rep resen tatives in  London  
that it w ou ld  recogn ize  n o  co m p ro m ise  w h ich  sacrificed  
th e  in d ep en d en ce o f  the P o lish  p e o p le , and th at any ar­
ran gem en ts m ad e w ith  M oscow  m ust b e ratified  in Poland  
it se lf . T hat it w ou ld  re fu se  to ra tify  M oscow ’s la s t offer 
to  P rem ier  M ik o la jczyk , in  w h ich  th e  P o le s  wrou ld  b e per­
m itted  th ree  rep resen tatives o f  th eir  ow n in  a p u p p et govern-
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m ent, w as a fo reg o n e  co n c lu s io n . S o  the P o lish  un der­
ground h ad  to  b e b la ck m a iled  in to  su b m iss io n , or liq u i­
dated. . • • T h e an n ih ila tio n  o f  th e  P o lish  U ndergrou n d  is  
the first m ajor  step  in  th e  a n n ih ila t io n  o f  every  in d ep en d en t 
or p o ten tia lly  in d ep en d en t so c ia l r ev o lu tio n a ry  fo rce  in 
E urope.’’

T he P o le s , w hatever their  o th er d e fects , are m agn ificen t  
fighters and p a ss io n a te  reb e ls . P o la n d  w as the o n ly  co u n ­
try in  E u rop e, including , R u ss ia , w h ich  d id  n o t p rod u ce  
a s in g le  Q u is lin g  lead er o f  an y  sta n d in g ; th e  N a z is  w ere  
unable to find on e  u n iversity  p ro fesso r , on e  im portan t 
businessm an, one  lab or  lead er, on e  h ig h  m ilita ry  officer 
in the w h o le  o f  P o la n d  w ho w ou ld  en ter a Q u is lin g  g o v ­
ernm ent. In  R u ssia ’s im p er ia lis t ic  p la n s  fo r  postw ar  
E urope, a M oscow -d om in ated  P o lish  reg im e is essen tia l. 
But th e  W arsaw  u n d ergrou n d , sk illed  in  th e  u se  o f  arm s, 
toughened b y  years o f  s tr u g g le  a ga in st th e  G erm ans, stood  
in the w ay o f  such  a regim e. T h e K rem lin ’s  gam e is thus 
clear. F irst it  p rovok ed  th e  u p r is in g  b y  rad io  a p p ea ls  
and by in terp o sin g  n o  ob jection  to  it w hen P rem ier M ik o l- 
ajczyk revea led  it w as b e in g  p lan n ed . T hen it  ca lle d  off 
the Red A rm y’s o ffen sive  fo r  s ix  w eek s at th e  v ery  gates  
o f  the c ity , and did its best to  p reven t arm s reach in g  the 
insurgents, w h ile  th e  G erm ans m o b ilized  tank s and heavy  
artillery  to batter to  p ieces G eneral B or’s  ill-eq u ip p ed  
fighters, and w h ile  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  c iv ilia n  in h ab itan ts  o f  W arsaw  
were s lo w ly  starved  to death in  C am p P ruszkow .

A s a M arx ist, S ta lin  is  w e ll aw are o f  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  
div ision  o f  lab or: h e  saw  a  ch an ce to  le t  th e  N a z is  do h is  
dirty w ork fo r  h im . E very  W arsaw  fighter k ille d  by the 
Germ ans w as on e le ss  fo r  h is ow n  fir ing-squ ad s to  liq u id ate . 
That the K rem lin  f in a lly  sen t a id  and renew ed , in  token  
form  a t lea st, th e  R ed A rm y’s d rive  on  the c ity  in  m id- 
Septem ber w as b ecau se  even the K rem lin  h as to  m ake som e  
concession  to  w o r ld  o p in io n , an d  th e  W arsaw  situ a tion  
had b ecom e to o  rotten to  b e  p ro lo n g ed  further (p a rt o f  
Bor’s forces , after a ll , w ere a c tu a lly  fo llo w e r s  o f  the M os­
cow C om m ittee; th ey  w ere sacrificed  a lo n g  w ith  th e  rest 
as far as S ta lin  dared , b u t there m u st h a v e  been  so m e ser i­
ous repercu ssion s a m o n g  h is  ta m e P o le s  in  M o sc o w ). A lso , 
in six  w eeks o f  slau gh ter , th e  N a z is  had “ fu lf il le d ” m ost 
o f the p lan  anyw ay.

T he p ress an d  th e  govern m en ts o f  th is cou n try  and E n g ­
land behaved  sh a m efu lly . S o m e a id  h ad  to  b e  sen t to 
W arsaw , i f  o n ly  b ecau se  o f  th e  q u estio n s  th at m ig h t o th er­
w ise be asked in  P a r lia m en t an d  th e  sp eech es that m igh t 
be m ade in  C ongress. B ut th e  v ery  m in im u m  w as sent—  
most o f  th e  R A F  flyers d e ta iled  fo r  the job , in c id en ta lly , 
were m em bers o f  the P o lish  sq u ad ron — and n o t a w ord  o f  
criticism  o f  th e  K rem lin ’s r e fu sa l to  coop era te  w as m ade  
by any govern m en t officia l in  eith er  cou n try . T he A m eri­
can press h a s  e ith er  p assed  over th e  w h o le  a ffa ir  in  
silence, or has accepted  th e  S ta lin is t  ra tio n a liza tio n  that the  
u prising w as “ prem ature.”  F o r  n o t o n ly  are th e  A n glo - 
A m erican a u th or ities  w ill in g  to  co n d o n e  a lm ost an yth in g  
to avoid  a c la sh  w ith  R u ssia , but they m ust a lso  regard  
the W arsaw  street fighters w ith  m ore alarm  than en th u si­
asm. T hey, to o , w ant an  “ o rd er ly ”  p ostw ar E urope.

But the ta le  is n o t to ld  yet. On S ep tem b er 3 0 , C hairm an  
O subka-M oraw ski o f  the P o lish  C om m ittee o f  N a tio n a l  
L iberation (M oscow ) h e ld  a p ress con feren ce  w h ich  seem s  
10  in d icate s t ill  another turn o f  K rem lin  p o lic y . A ttack ing  
G eneral B or as “ a cr im in a l a ga in st the P o lish  p e o p le ” , he  
stated that ev id en ce  h ad  co m e in to  h is  C om m ittee’s han ds  
m at . . . th e  L ondon  P o lish  G overnm ent had ordered the  
W arsaw u p risin g . (T h u s th e  u p r is in g  n ow  h as b ecom e  
an actual crim e, and to  th is S ta lin is t  lead er it seem s suffi­

c ie n t ly  d am n in g  m ere ly  to “accu se”  the L ondon  G overn­
m ent o f  som eth in g  w h ich  to  a n orm al m in d  m igh t seem  a 
m atter fo r  leg itim a te  p r id e: that it stim u la ted  a p o p u la r  
u p r is in g  a ga in st the N a z is .)  “ I f  th is i s  su b stantiated , he  
sa id , these p erso n s a lso  w o u ld  b e  tr ied  as ‘cr im in a ls , as 
B or w ill b e i f  h e f a l ls  in to  th e  hand s o f  the R ed or P o lish  
arm ies’.” H ere w e m igh t add th at the L ondon  T rib u n e  
o f  Sep tem ber 1 rep orts  th at th e  M oscow  C om m ittee had  
drop p ed  leaflets from  a irp la n es to the W arsaw’ in surgents  
“ th reaten in g  p u n ish m en t and execu tion  o f  the m en  they  
d escrib ed  as th e  g u ilty  lea d ers o f  th e  u p r is in g .”  S ov iet 
p la n es  cou ld  n o t b e sp ared  to  drop  su p p lie s  to  the W arsaw  
figh ters, but th ey  w'ere a v a ila b le  to  c ircu la te  p rop agan d a  
w h ose o n ly  effect co u ld  h a v e  been  to  sh atter th e  m o ra le  
o f  the in su rgen ts and m ake them  easier p rey  to  the G erm ans. 
The co lla b o ra tio n  o f  S ta lin  and H itler  a g a in st th e  W arsaw  
un d erground  figh ters is th u s co m p le te : th ose  lea d ers w ho  
su rv ive  th e  G erm an A rm y w ill  be execu ted  b y  th e  R ed A rm y.

T he n ew  turn o f  K rem lin  p o lic y  w ou ld  seem  to b e to 
c a ll off on ce  m ore th e  R ed A rm y d rive  on  W arsaw  that 
began anew  on S ep tem b er 15. It h as been  m an y  days 
sin ce  rep orts have co m e o f  figh tin g  arou n d  W arsaw , and  
O subka-M oraw ski stated  th at the c ity  co u ld  n o t b e  taken  
un til sufficient fo rces w ere m ustered  co m p le te ly  to en c irc le  
it. “H e  adm itted  th at those fo rces w ere n o t n ow  a v a ila b le  
because th ey  w ere  tied  up on other p arts o f  the lo n g  Soviet- 
G erm an fro n t.” W hen wre add the fa c ts  th at O subka- 
M oraw ski g a v e  h is  in terv iew  2 4  h ou rs after co n ferr in g  w ith  
S ta lin , and that h is d en u n cia tion  o f  G eneral B or as a 
“cr im in a l” fo llo w ed  a lm o st im m ed ia te ly  on  th e  an n ou n ce­
m ent that the L ond on  G overnm ent h ad  m ad e B or its war 
c h ie f  su cceed in g  G eneral S osk ow sk i, the pattern  b e g in s  to  
em erge. S ta lin  has d eclared  a ll-o u t w ar on the L ondon  
G overnm ent, p ro b a b ly  b ecau se  h e h as fin a lly  con clu d ed  he 
can n ot m ake a d ea l. T h e  W arsaw  in su rgen ts are th erefore  
to  b e le ft to  their  fate , th eir  lead ers are threatened  w ith  
execu tion , su ch  token a id  a s  th ey  g o t from  R u ssia  tw o  w eeks 
ago  w ill  p ro b a b ly  b e n o  lo n g er  fo r th co m in g  (th e  S ov iet 
p ress  h as, s ig n ifica n tly , carried  n o  n ew s o f  th is a id ) ,  and  
the h ero ic  P o lish  u n d ergroun d  is now  sm eared by S ta lin ’s 
offic ia ls as “ cr im in a l”  and “ tra itorou s” .

C om rade O subka-M oraw ski ventured  “ th e sad  p red iction  
that th e  p e o p le  o f  W arsaw , o f  w h om  it w as estim ated  
2 5 0 .0 0 0  had  a lrea d y  d ied  in  the u p r is in g , m ust undergo  
s t ill  further su ffer in g .’ T h is  p red iction  w ill u n q u estion ab ly  
be rea lized , fo r  it is  s im p ly  a statem ent o f  fu tu re  K rem lin  
p o lic y . But—

2 5 0 .0 0 0  d e a d — a n d  th e  R e d  A r m y  s i t t in g  10  m ile s  a iva y  
f o r  tivo  m o n th s!

2 5 0 .0 0 0  d e a d — a n d  th e  S o v ie t  G o vern m en t re fu ses  to  
a llo w  r e l ie f  p la n e s  to  la n d  on  its  te r r ito r y !

2 5 0 .0 0 0  d e a d — a n d  th e  le a d e r s  o f  th is  p o p u la r  re v o lt  
a g a in s t N a z i o p p re s s io n  a re  th re a te n e d  w ith  ex ecu tio n  b y  
th e  S o v ie t  G o vern m en t!

A fter  W arsaw , w hatever h on est d oubts on e m igh t h ave  
had as to  the natu re o f  th e  S ov ie t reg im e and the d irection  
in w hich  it  is  h ea d in g  m u st b e reso lved . T h is  butcher o f  
p o p u la r  in su rrection , th is  d ou b lecrosser  o f  its ow n a llie s ,  
th is factory  o f  lie s  and slan d er , th is w orld  center o f  coun ter­
revo lu tion  can h ave n o th in g  in  com m on w ith  so c ia lism . W e  
can n ot com p rom ise  w ith  it i f  w e w ou ld  ach ieve  our a im s as 
so c ia lis ts . Our s lo g a n  m ust be, o n ce  m o re: E cra sez  
V In  fa m e !

F o o tn o te  to  H is to r y :  “In  M osco iv  a  S o v ie t  o ff ic ia l r e ­
m a rk e d  th a t th e  K r e m lin  w o u ld  g la d ly  c o o p e ra te  iv ith  the  
V atican  in  so lv in g  a p r o b le m  th a t f i lls  S ta lin  iv ith  con cern  
— ‘th e  m o r a l b a n k ru p tc y  o f  E u ro p ea n s’ (T im e , A u g . 4 , 
1 9 4 4 .)
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The C a m p a ig n  T he P resid en tia l cam paign  becom es ever
S ta g g ers  on m ore s ter ile  and tr iv ia l. In a tim e w hen

private cap ita lism  is  g iv in g  w ay to btate  
c a p ita lism  a ll a lo n g  the lin e , both  can d id ates base their  
a p p ea l on  the hoary m id d lec la ss  illu s io n  o f  a “ free en ter­
p r ise” econ om y. T he D em ocrats have raised  o n ly  on e issu e  
so  far I an issu e  on w hich  D ew ey  d oes not, in c id en ta lly , 
d isagree) : that sta lest o f  d em agog ic  d ev ices in our p o lit ic s  
— trust-busting. R o o sev e lt has h ero ica lly  com e out aga in st  
in tern ation a l cartels, and h is  D epartm ent o f  Justice  is  now  
g ra p p lin g  w ith  the hydra-headed m onster o f  M o n o p o ly  in  
no less than 6 0  active anti-trust cases, in c lu d in g  the 
recent su it aga in st the W estern ra ilroad s and their  bankers, 
M organ and K uhn, L oeb. T rust-busting seem s to fasc in ate  
D em ocratic  p o lit ic ia n s; I noted  h ere som e m on ths ago  
W a lla ce ’s p reoccu p ation  w ith it. T h e reason , o f  cou rse , is  
the sam e reason it fascin ated  the first R o o sev e lt: because  
it affords a m eans o f  v io len tly  a ssa ilin g  B ig  B u sin ess w ith ­
out d o in g  it the s lig h test dam age. T he resu lt o f  fifty  years  
o f  trust-busting is  that A m erica  has the m ost h ig h ly  co n ­
centrated  m o n o p o ly  ca p ita lis t set-up in the w orld .

T he level o f  D ew ey’s  cam p aign , on the other hand , is  
som eth in g  hard to b elieve. N o t o n ly  d oes D ew ey appear  
to  have no new  ideas, but he seem s to have n o  id eas at a ll ,  
n o  flavor, no p erson a lity . A b ou t the o n ly  d efin ite  ch ar­
acter h is cam p aign  has had so  far is  g iven  to  it by the O ld  
G uard R ep u b lican s w ho have gon e in  fo r  som e ex trem ely  
sim p lem in d ed  red -baiting . T heir strategy, to u ch in g  in its 
naivete, is  to  tie  the D em ocrats up w ith  the P A C , and then  
to  tie the PAC  up w ith  the C om m unists, w ho are con ceived  
o f. n atu ra lly , as red-hot revo lu tion aries. A  vote for R oose­
velt thus becom es a vote fo r  a m an w ho is  tearin g  dow n  
the very w e llsp r in g s  o f  the A m erican  System .

D ew ey h im se lf  steers c lear  o f  th is ap p roach , w hich  is  
too  defin ite  to suit h is  book. H is cam p aign  is  so  stream ­
lin ed  that it has no character at a ll . H is  o p en in g  cam p aign  
sp eech , for ex a m p le , hegan w ith a b old  attack on  the New- 
D ea l for h av in g  fa iled  to so lv e  the u n em p loym en t p rob lem . 
“ It took a w orld war to  get jo b s  for th e  A m erican  p eo p le ,” 
he cr ied , in accen ts m ore su ita b le  to  N orm an T h om as than  
to  a R ep u b lican  can d id ate. T h e  irre sp o n sib ility  o f  this 
trenchant cr itic ism  appeared  in D ew ey’s p o sitiv e  p rop osa ls, 
w h ich  w ere the o ld  g en era lities  abou t “ en cou rag in g” b u si­
ness, h av in g  “ fa ith ”  in A m erican  ca p ita lism ’s future, and  
— grand c lim ax— “ W e m ust have jo b s ,  n ot d o le s :”

On foreign  p o lic y , it is th e  sam e. “ I have been  d eep ly  
disturbed  by som e o f  the recent reports con cern in g  the 
D um barton O aks con feren ce ,”  in toned  D ew ey  on A ugust
16. “ T hese in d icate that it is  p lan n ed  to  subject the n a ­
tio n s  o f  the w orld , great and sm a ll, p erm an en tly  to the 
co erc iv e  pow er o f  the fo u r  n a tio n s h o ld in g  th is con ference.
. . . T hat w ould  b e the rankest form  o f  im p er ia lism .”  It 
w ou ld  indeed , but s in ce  it is  so  o b v io u s ly  w hat is b ein g  
p lan n ed , how  co u ld  a resp ectab le  A m erican  p o litic ia n  ra ise  
su ch  an aw kw ard q u estion ?  T h e  afterm ath  show ed  that 
D ew ey  w as 110  m ore ser iou s about the righ ts o f  sm a ll n a ­
tion s than he w as ab out the u n em p loyed . H is  fo re ig n -p o licy  
adviser, a b ig-tim e corporation  law yer nam ed D u lle s , w as  
p rom p tly  inv ited  to con fer  w ith Secretary  H u ll, w h ich  he  
d id  w ith  con sid erab le  p u b lic ity . H u ll ap p aren tly  w as ab le  
to con v in ce  D u lle s , and D ew ey, that im p er ia lism  w as the  
very  last th in g  the D um barton O aks co n ferees had in  m ind: 
at any even t, D ew ey  expressed  h im se lf  as q u ite  reassured, 
and dropped the issu e . ( I f  it  can  b e ca lled  an issu e— for  
D ew ey never cr itic ised  R o o sev e lt’s p re sen t  foreign  p o lic ie s .)  
T h e sm all n a tion s, lik e  the u n em p loyed , had served  their  
p u rp ose; D ew ey  had gotten  h im se lf  a sh are o f  the D u m ­
barton O aks p u b lic ity . A s  an op p o sitio n  cand idate, DewTey

finds it exp ed ien t to  v o ice  a ll k in d s o f  p rotests w hich , car­
ried ou t to their lo g ic a l end, w ould  undercut the w hole  
status quo. H e is  no m ore ser iou s about them , how ever  
than an execu tive  o f  B atten , B arton , D u rstin e  & O sborn is  
ser iou s about the m erits o f  a b reak fast food  he advertises.

O n e Touch A b ou t the o n ly  sign ifican t d ifferen ce I can 
c f  R eality see  betw een the e ffec ts  o f  a D em ocratic  

v ictory  th is fa l l  and th ose  o f  a R epub lican  
v ictory  is  the shake-up the latter w ou ld  cau se  in th e  C on­
g ress io n a l com m ittee system . T h e  co n tro l w h ich  the South  
h as exerc ised  o f  these a ll-im p ortan t com m ittees— the real 
w ork o f  C ongress is d o n e  in  com m ittee, and th e  rea l de­
c is io n s  are taken there— is  lit t le  rea lized  by the p u b lic . 
But it is a p o lit ica l fact o f  the first order, and ex p la in s  to 
a large ex ten t the reactionary  n atu re  o f  C on gression a l be­
h avior o f  la te  years. S outhern  C ongressm en load  up the 
com m ittees w ay ou t o f  p rop ortion  to their n um erical 
strength  in  C ongress, becau se m em bersh ip  and advance­
m ent in  the com m ittees are determ ined  en tire ly  b y  sen i­
ority . S in ce  the South  is , in practice  i f  n o t in theory , as 
m u ch  a  one-party reg ion  as G erm any or R u ssia , Southern  
D em ocrats get re-elected  year after year and even decade 
a fter  decade, and con seq u en tly  p ile  up huge am ounts of 
sen iority .

N o t m uch can be d on e abou t th is a t-p resen t, s in ce  there 
seem s no chance that the R ep u b lica n s w ill crack open the 
S o lid  South . But at lea st a R ep u b lican  sw eep  in C ongress 
w ou ld  m ean the end o f  Southern  con tro l o f  the com m ittee  
ch a irm an sh ip s, w hich  are im m en se ly  stra teg ic  posts. These 
ch a irm an sh ip s go  to the m ajor ity  p arty , aga in  under sen i­
o r ity  ru le , so  that they have been  h eld  s in ce  1933  largely  
b y  Southern D em ocrats. (A lm o st a ll th e  rea lly  im portant 
com m ittees, by the w ay, are packed w ith  and chaired  by 
S ou therners, s in ce  the sen ior ity  ru le a lso  w orks "there, a 
freshm an representative or Sen ator b e in g  a ssign ed  to the 
C om m ittee on Care o f  the C ap ito l G rounds or som e such, 
w h ile  the veterans m ove  up in to  W ays and M eans, Foreign  
A ffa irs, e tc .)  In th e  H ou se , fo r  exam p le , a R epuolican  
v ictory  w ou ld  m ean that 2 8  Southern  D em ocrats w ho now  
head  com m ittees (th ere  are 4 7  com m ittees altogether) 
w ou ld  b e rep laced  by R ep u b lican s , o f  w hom  o n ly  three or 
fo u r  w ou ld  be from  the South  (and  even these not from  
the D eep  South  but from  border states lik e  T en n essee  and 
K en tu ck y ). T he S ou th ern ers w ou ld  a lso  lo se  th eir  present 
ch a irm an sh ip s o f  seven  o f  th e  e ig h t sp ec ia l and se lect H ouse 
com m ittees. It is  true that the R ep u b lican s su p p lan tin g  
them  w ill  n ot b e ex a c tly  p lu m ed  k n igh ts o f  lib era lism . But 
the m ost rockbound P en n sy lv a n ia  con servative, in m y  judg­
m ent anyw'ay, is  p refera b le  to  a S outhern  D em ocrat.

Dum barton T h e final draft o f  the W orld  Secu rity  C ouncil 
O ak s  is  s t i l l  h u n g  up , as th is is  w ritten , by R ussia’s

o b jectio n s (o n  w h ich  m ore p r e se n t ly ) . But 
the m ain  ou tlin es have been  agreed  on b y  the three pow ers 
co n ferr in g  at D um barton O aks, and th ey  are pretty m uch  
w hat C h u rch ill ou tlin ed  in  h is  im portan t speech  in  C om ­
m on s on  M ay 2 5  (com m ented  on  h ere in  th e  Jun e is su e ) . 
T here w ill b e  a C ou n cil, d om inated  by the B ig  F our, which  
w ill con tro l a ll  th e  m ilita ry  force  and w ill  m ake the p o licy  
d ec is io n s; and an A ssem b ly , in  w h ich  a ll “ p eace-lov in g  
n ation s w ill  b e  represented , w h ich  w ill have m ere ly  ad­
v isory  pow ers. T he b lu ep r in t w h ich  served  as th e  basis  
fo r  the D um barton  O aks d iscu ssio n s seem s to  have been  
prov id ed  b y  the U . S . S ta te  D epartm ent. It has n ot been  
m ade p u b lic , and i3  n o t exp ected  to b e  p u b lish ed  fo r  a 
very  lo n g  tim e— rem em ber W ilso n ’s  “ open  covenants, 
o p en ly  arrived at” ; w hat ch ild ren  our p o lit ic ia n s  w ere in
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those id ea lis tic  t im e s!— but A rthur K rock , w ho has seen  
it, described  it su cc in c tly  in  th e  A'. Y . T im es  o f  A u gu st 18: 
“ T he A m erican  secu rity  p lan  b ak es dow n to  a protracted  
postw ar system  in  w h ich  the fou r p ow ers can d isc ip lin e  a ll  
other nation s, b ut can n ot by them  b e d is c ip lin e d .”

It is im portan t to  r ea lize  that w h at is  b e in g  determ ined  
at D um barton O aks is m ere ly  the m a c h in e ry  fo r  en fo rc in g  
the p eace  settlem ent. T h e  te r m s  o f  the settlem en t— such  
questions are the treatm ent o f  G erm any; the d ism em b er­
m ent o f  P o la n d ; th e  p la ce  o f  F ran ce; c o lo n ia l is su es;  
Ita ly ; S p a in ; th e  b a la n ce  o f  p ow er in the B a lk an s— are 
quite ou tside the ju r isd ic tio n  o f  th e  d ip lo m a tic  tech n ician s  
assem bled at D um barton  O aks. T h ese  term s are b e in g  kept 
even m ore secret than the m ach in ery  fo r  en fo rc in g  them ; 
they were p a rtly  w orked ou t at T eheran , are b e in g  further  
settled in Q uebec, and w ill  d o u b tle ss  take final shap e in  
the com in g  R ooseve lt-C h u rch ill-S ta lin  con feren ce . T hese  
decisions are b e in g  reached b y  p erson a l n eg o tia tio n s b e­
tween the three m en  at the very to p , w ith ou t any p u b lic ity  
at a ll— w e s t ill  d o n ’t know  w hat h ap p en ed  at T eheran—  
in the q u in tessen tia l trad ition  o f  p ow er p o lit ic s .

"D esign  for S o m e S en ators, n o ta b ly  L a F o lle tte  and  
Ratification" V and enb erg , fe e l that the p eace term s 

sh ou ld  b e n egotia ted  and m ade p u b lic  
before  the m a ch in ery  is set up to en fo rce  them . T hey  are  
reiuclant to  v o te  p ow ers to the W orld  S ecu rity  C oun cil 
before they k n ow  w hat th ose  p ow ers w ill be used for . T h is  
w ould seem  reason ab le  en ou gh , but the State D epartm ent, 
for very good  reasons, p refers the lo o k in g -g la ss  lo g ic  o f  
passing around the cake b e fo re  it is  cut. T hese reasons are 
analyzed  by Frank C. H an igh en  in  the Septem ber 13 issu e  
o f H um an E v e n ts :

“T he ‘great adven ture’ o f  con stru ctin g  wrorld  organ ization  
is not com m en cin g  w ith  the estab lish m en t o f  a ‘ju st p eace’. 
On the contrary, the U . S. govern m en t is  ap p a ren tly  at­
tem pting to b u ild  fro m  the to p  d ow n , in  the fo llo w in g  
sequence:

“ (1 )  S u b m ission  o f  a p lan  to  the S en ate  for w orld  or­
ganization to en fo rce  peace. T h is  is the p lan  now  under  
discussion  at D um barton  O ak s; its fin a l d ra ft w ill be 
fram ed b y  the B ig  F ou r P ow ers.

“ (2 )  N ext, a ssu m in g  that the S en ate  p a sses th is p lan ,
it w ill receive another treaty s im ila r ly  drafted , a llo ca tin g
the arm ed fo rces o f  th e  A llied  n a tion s to en fo rce  the peace.

“ (3 )  L ater, perhap s after p ro lo n g ed  arm istice , the d e­
tails o f  the peace— bou n d aries , rep aration s, econ om ic  agree­
ments, etc.— w ill b e  subm itted  to the S enate, p rob ab ly  as 
joint A llied  treaties w ith  in d iv id u a l defea ted  n ations.

“T h is ‘p u ttin g  the cart b e fo re  the h orse’, as Senator Ship- 
stearl describes it, d id  n ot s im p ly  h a p p en : it w as p lann ed  
that w ay. . . . T h ere is  every  in d ica tion  that the g overn ­
m ent’s c lo se  study o f  the 1 9 1 9 -1 9 2 0  situ a tion  h as in clud ed  
consideration  o f  d om estic  a s  w e ll a s  in tern a tion a l an g les , 
and that the ab ove o u tlin e  p u rp o ses to  avo id  th ose  p o litica l  
reefs w hich  w recked the form er L eagu e and treaties in the 
Senate. It is, in d eed , a design  fo r  ra tifica tion . . . .

“T he great fight o f  1919 -1 9 2 0  w as . . . r esp on sive  to 
popular reaction  a ga in st in d iv id u a l treaty  p ro v is io n s  re­
garding n ew  b ou n d aries and territories. Sen ators B orah, 
Hiram  Joh n son , L aF o lle tte  and N o rr is  in veigh ed  aga in st  
^Shantung’, ‘F iu m e’, and ‘U p p er  S ile s ia ’, as wTe ll  as aga in st  
A rticle X .’ T hese ob jection s, v o c ifero u s ly  su p p orted  by  

various racia l g ro u p s in the U . S ., p layed  a su b stan tia l 
part in the d efea t o f  the treaties. A nd, sin ce  the L eagu e  
" a s incorporated  in to  a ll  the treaty structures, the L eague  
Wa®f in ev itab ly  d efea ted , too .

Today . . . Secretary  H u ll states that the 'peace m a­

ch in ery  . . . and the ‘p eace  trea ties’ w ill  be con sid ered  sep a ­
ra te ly ; and h e  h as g iven  the m ach in ery  p r ior ity  over the  
treaties. . . .  In short, the govern m en t w ou ld  b y -p ass on e  
o f  the m ost im portant o b sta c les  w hich  prevented  L eague  
ratifica tion  in  1 9 1 9 -1 9 2 0 .”

Fortress o f W ith D um barton O aks, and th e  W arsaw  be-
Reaction  traya l, the S o v ie t U n ion  h as staked ou t a

co n v in c in g  c la im  to  the t it le  R u ssia  h e ld  in  
the 19th cen tu ry: the c h ie f  stron gh o ld  o f  in tern a tion a l re­
action . F rom  the b eg in n in g  o f  th e  con feren ce , the R u ssian  
d elega tion  h as tried  to secure greater d om in an ce in  the 
p ostw ar w orld  to the B ig  F ou r than even R o o sev e lt and  
C h u rch ill th ink exp ed ien t. T h e  A m erican s p rop osed  that 
the C ou n cil b e m ad e up o f  the B ig  F our as perm anent 
m em bers p lu s  a ro ta tin g  m em b ersh ip  o f  seven  other na­
tio n s; d ec is io n s w^ould b e taken by m a jo r ity  vo te , w ith  the 
im p ortan l p ro v iso  that n o  action  c o u ld  b e taken if  any  
one o f  the B ig  F ou r ob jected . T h is  w o u ld  seem  to  protect 
the in terests o f  th e  B ig  F ou r p retty  w e ll— b ut n o t w ell 
enou gh  lo r  the R u ssian s. T hey w anted  “ a m uch  sm a ller  
nu m b er” o f  C ouncil m em bers (N . Y . T im es , Sep t. 1 2 j .  
T h ey have ap p aren tly  y ie ld ed  on th is, but o n ly  to  “ raise  
the q u estion  w hether the sm a ller  p ow ers sh o u ld , under  
an y  circum stan ces, b e in a p o sitio n  to veto  any p ro p o sa l 
sup ported  b y  the fou r p erm anen t m em bers o f  th e  co u n c il.” 
Sin ce  it w ou ld  take six  o f  the seven  sm a ller  p ow ers to  veto  
an a ction  agreed  on by the B ig  F ou r, and sin ce  an y  one  
o f  the B ig  F ou r cou ld  sin g leh an d ed  veto  an action , the 
A n glo -A m erican  d e leg a tio n s seem  to  fe e l it w ou ld  b e a 
lit t le  on the cru de sid e  to d en y  a n y  r igh t o f  veto  to the  
sm all pow ers. T he R u ssian s h ow ever w orry lit t le  about 
cru d ity  in  such m atters. T hey  fin a lly  gave w ay, o n ly  to 
ra ise  an even  b igger  issue.

F or w eeks, the R ussian  d e leg a tio n  hung up the co n ­
feren ce  on the q u estion  o f  w hether the m em bers o f  the 
C ou n cil sh a ll have the r igh t to vote on  the u se o f  forc^  
if  that fo rce  is  to b e d irected  aga in st th em selves; i.e ., w hat 
h ap p en s w hen on e o f  the C ou n cil m em bers is the peace- 
disturber. T he R ussians in s ist th at such a m em ber m ust 
be a llo w ed  a vote, w h ich  w'ould m ean  that R u ssia , a s  one  
o f the perm anent m em bers w hose s in g le  veto  is  en ou gh  to 
bar a ll u se o f  fo rce  by the C o u n cil, w:ou ld  b e a b le  to  pre­
vent the C ou ncil from  a ctin g  aga in st her i f  sh e h erse lf  was 
th e  aggressor. I f  they carry th eir  p o in t, the C ou n cil w ill 
have the sam e w eakness that w recked the o ld  L eague o f  
N ation s , w here the fa c ts  that (1 )  aggressor  n a tio n s cou ld  
vote o n  their  ow n cases, and (21 a un an im ou s vote was 
necessary  to perm it the u se o f  force , m ad e it p o ss ib le  fo r  
Japan to b lock  L eague in tervention  in the M anchurian  
affair, and Ita ly  in the con qu est o f  E th iop ia . It w ou ld  
appear that R u ssia  exp ects to  find h erse lf  after the w-ar an 
“u n satisfied ”  nation  lik e  Japan, Ita ly  and G erm any in the  
3 0 ’s. It m ay be sig n ifica n t that it is  the C h in ese d e leg a tio n  
w hich has put forw ard  the n o-vote-lo -aggressors fo rm u la ;  
C hina w ill p rob ab ly  b e the sphere in w hich  R u ssia  w ill  
m ost want a “ free hand”  a fter  th e  w ar. E n g lan d  and the  
U . S . have g o n e  a lo n g  w ith the C h in ese p rop osa l.

T h e en orm ou s s ig n ifica n ce  R u ssia  a ttaches to  th is p o in t  
is  show n b y  the fact that she refused  a ll co m p ro m ises and  
forced  the C on feren ce at last to  break up w ith  the issu e  
s t ill  un settled . T he S tate D epartm ent an nounced  on  S ep ­
tem ber 2 5  that “9 0  per cen t agreem en t” had b een  reached, 
w hich w'as p u ttin g  a g o o d  fa ce  on a bad b u sin ess. For 
the “ 10  per cen t” area o f  d isagreem ent caused  b y  R u ssia ’s 
in tran sigen ce  is p rec ise ly  the m ost im portant o f  a ll ,  from  
both the stan d p oin t o f  the fu tu re  o f  sm a ll n a tio n s and o f  
the n ext w ar. W e m ay  be sure that S ta lin  w ou ld  n ot in s ist
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on a veto  p ow er over the W orld  C ou n cil’s use o f  force  
aga in st fu ture aggressors u n less  h e con sid ered  it  lik e ly  he  
w o u ld  w ant to ex erc ise  it  in  h is  favor . T he post-w ar w orld  
is  a lread y  m a ter ia liz in g  as th e  pre-w ar w orld .

The N ouveaux It is  a com m on p lace  that n o  e m p lo y e r s ’
R iches o f  W orld  are m ore h ard -b o iled  than th ose  w ho
Politics h ave w orked their  w ay  up from  the b ot­

tom . T he se lf-m ad e  m an k ick s around  
h is  form er c la ss  com rad es w ith  a v ic io u sn ess o f  w h ich  the  
b o ss’s  son  is  g en era lly  in ca p a b le . T h is fact th row s som e  
lig h t on  the p o lic ie s  o f  th e  p resen t R u ssian  ru lin g  c la ss:  
th ey  are the great n ou veau x  r ich es o f  m odern  h is to ry —  
coarse, b ru ta l, ru th less, cy n ica l, crude to  a degree im p o s­
s ib le  fo r  the o ld er  e x p lo it in g  c la sses  o f  th is cou n try  and  
E n glan d . I f  h y p o cr isy  is  the trib ute w h ich  v ice  p a y s  to 
virtue, they refu se  even  th a t sm a ll h om age. In  th is , as in  
m an y other th in g s, th ey  resem b le  th ose  other p o lit ic a l n o u ­
veau x  riches o f  our tim e, the N azis. A t the B retton  W ood s  
m onetary  con feren ce, it is  reported , the R u ssian s pa in ed  
the other d e lega tes by gettin g  r ig h t to  the p o in t at the  
b eg in n in g  o f  every  d iscu ssion . B ru sh in g  aside th e  fine 
sen tim ents about the fu ture o f  m ank ind  w ith  w h ich  the  
other d elegates eased  in to  th e  rea l b arga in in g , th e  R u ssian s  
im m ed ia te ly  asked: “W h at d oes R u ssia  g et out i t ? ”

T here w as a litt le  m ore than h y p o cr isy  in  the other n a ­
tio n s’ attitude, n o t m uch  but a little . F or their  d elegates  
w ere resp o n s ib le  to  som e sort o f  in form ed  and free p u b lic  
o p in io n  at h om e; they knew  th at too  crud e a job  w ou ld  
op en  their  govern m en ts to  attack from  o p p o sitio n  n ew s­
p ap ers and from  p o lit ic a l op p on en ts. E ven i f  th is o p p o s i­
tion  w ere, a s is  a lm ost w h o lly  the ca se  in E n g lan d  and  
A m erica tod ay , from  forces w hich  b a s ica lly  agreed  w ith  the 
p o lit ic a l v a lu es o f  the governm ent, the m ere  fa c t o f  d is­
cu ssion  and op p o sitio n  ex erc ises  som e k ind  o f  check. T he  
S en ator ia l o p p o sitio n  that is  fo rm in g  to  D um barton  Oaks, 
fo i ex a m p le , is  m ad e up o f  form er iso la tio n is ts  w ho ob ject 
to  R o o sev e lt’s fore ign  p o lic ie s  as m uch because o f  th ose  
p o lic ie s ’ in tern ation a lism  as b ecau se  o f  their im p eria lism . 
(S en a tor  L aF o lle tte  is  the o n ly  excep tion  that com es to 
m in d .) But th is o p p o sitio n  seem s to have been on e o f  the 
factors w h ich  caused  the A m erican  d e leg a tio n  to  fa v o r  a 
w ider representation  fo r  sm a ller  p ow ers than the R u ssian s  
did . S ta lin ’s m ovem ents in  pow er p o lit ic s , lik e  H itle r ’s, 
are m uch freer than R o o sev e lt’s ;  th ere  is  n o  “ p u b lic  o p in ­
io n ” , in  our sen se  o f  th e  w ord, in  R u ssia ; h en ce th e  K rem ­
lin ’s p o lic ie s  can  b e sh ap ed  m o re  “ r e a lis t ic a lly ” , and cov ­
ered b y  a th inner v e il o f  id e o lo g y  (o r  n on e at a l l ) .

T he d ifference ap p ears c le a r ly  in  the now -celebrated  
a rtic le  b y  a certain  N . M a lin in  in  th e  L eningrad  m on th ly , 
Z vezd a . M a lin in ’s a rtic le  is  an unofficial sum m ary o f  the  
p la n  w hich th e  S ov ie t d e leg a tio n  presented to the D u m ­
barton  O aks con feren ce. It is  m uch  the m ost fra n k ly  o u t­
spoken  argum ent fo r  a postw ar w orld  d om inated  b y  the 
B ig  F ou r that h as com e from  any official quarter. M alin in  
p rop oses w hat h e c a lls  an “ In tern ation a l O rganization  o f  
S a fe ty .” T h is  “m u st b e  b u ilt  on th e  b a sis  o f  firm , active  
lead ersh ip  o f  the great pow ers. T hese p ow ers m u st or­
gan ize  th e  d irective  organ  o f  the new  organ ization . T h ey  
m u st take upon th em selves the o b lig a tio n  to  counter any  
aggression  and, i f  necessary , w ith  th eir  ow n arm ed forces  
in d ep en d en tly  from  other m em b ers o f  th e  organ iza tion .”  
T h ey  m ust a lso  see that the sm a ller  p ow ers accep t the  
d ec is io n s  o f  the I. 0 .  S. “ u n a n im o u sly ”  (a lso , dou b tless, 
w ith  the sp on tan eou s en th u siasm  the K rem lin  a lw a y s in s ists  
o n ) .  T h is  em p h asis on the un tram m elled  action  o f  the  
b ig  pow ers, in d ep en d en t even  o f  th e ir  ow n  I .O .S . if

n ece ssa ry , is M a lin in ’s  k eyn ote; it lea d s  h im  later on to 
to  reject as “ u top ian ”  (a  fa v o r ite  term  o f  ab u se  in  the 
S o v ie t U n io n , in c id en ta lly ) the id ea  o f  an in ternational 
p o lic e  force . H ow ever, C om rade M a lin in  d oes not forget 
the sm a ll pow ers. “ In  sp eak in g  about the d o m in a tin g  ro le  
o f the great pow ers in  o vercom in g  a g g ress io n ,”  h e w rites, 
“ w e do n ot ex c lu d e  the sm a ll n a tio n s fro m  actin g  fo r  w orld  
sa fety . In  n ea r ly  a ll  cases , th e  great p ow ers w ill  n eed  the 
h e lp  o f  sm a ll n a tio n s in u sin g  their  sea  and air b ases an d  even  
in  in c lu d in g  sm a ll n a tio n s’ troop s in  m ilita ry  m aneuvers.” 
T hus th e  fa c t that the sm a ll n a tio n s w il l  have to  su p p ly  
b ases and troop s fo r  w ars th ey  v ery  w e ll m ay  n o t approve  
o f, th is is  a c tu a lly  presented  as a co n cess io n !  A  sim ilar  
in stan ce is the recent rep ly  o f  W ar a n d  th e  W orking, C la ss  to 
D ew ey’s p rotest about the righ ts o f  sm a ll n a tio n s; the  
ed itors ru le  any such  cr itic ism  ou t o f  order on th e  grounds  
that “ th e  sm a ll n a tio n s even  m ore than  the b ig  on es need  
secu rity  and p eace .” (Q u oted  b y  th e  veteran S ta lin ist hack, 
A n n a L ou ise  S trong, in  T h e N a tio n , Sep t. 2 .)  T he crudity  
o f  S o v ie t R u ssian  p o lit ic a l th ou gh t is  a lm ost as revo ltin g  
as its an ti-d em ocratic  content. B ut then  n ou veau x  riches 
h a v e  never been n oted  fo r  the d e lica cy  o f  th eir  sen sib ilit ies .

The L iberation O ne o f  the b ig  su rp rises o f  the w ar has
o f  Paris been the strength  show n b y  the French

un derground. A t the end o f  A ugust, it 
w as estim ated  that there w ere som e h a lf  m illio n  m en and 
w om en in  th e  F .F .I . It is a h earten in g  s ig n  that th e  French  
p eo p le , in  the van guard  o f  E uropean  revo lu tion  fo r  so 
m an y gen eration s, h ave recovered  from  th e 1 9 4 0  co lla p se  
and o n ce  m ore show  th em selves ca p a b le  o f  sp ir ited  and 
effective  action  aga in st an op p ressive  reg im e. T o  organize  
and arm  a h a lf  m ill io n  underground  fighters under the 
n oses o f  the G erm an occu p ation  troop s w as a  rem arkable  
ach ievem en t, and o n e  p o ss ib le  o n ly  i f  th e  broadest m asses 
o f  th e  p e o p le  coop erated  in  the job . H u g e  areas in  south­
ern and centra l F rance w ere c leared  o f  G erm ans b y  the 
F .F .I . sin g le-h an d ed , b e fo re  th e  A llie d  troop s arrived.

T he c lim a x  cam e w hen the F .F .I . recaptured  P a r is  itself, 
in  ad vance o f  the A llie d  arm ies. T h e  A llie d  h igh  com ­
m and w as o b v io u s ly  taken b y  su rp r ise ; it  h ad  p lan n ed  to 
capture P a r is  later, in  an ord er ly , m ilita ry  w ay , w ith  the 
proper fa n fa re  o f  p u b lic ity ; an “ iron-clad  arrangem ent” 
had  been m ad e fo r  Su prem e H ead q u arters to  an nou n ce the 
capture o f  the w orld ’s greatest c ity , and w hen th e  F.F.T. 
acted ahead o f  sch ed u le , th e  b rass hats w ere  o b v io u s ly  irri­
tated and con fu sed . (S e e  th e  story , “ P u b lic ity  P la n  M ud­
d led  W h ile  P a r is  F rees I t se lf” , in  N . Y . H era ld -T rib u n c ,  
A u g. 24 , p. 4 .)  T he very fa c t th at the F .F .I . had an tic i­
pated  the A llie d  arm ies b y  som e d ays m ig h t s t ill  b e u n ­
know n w ere it n o t for a fluke: th e  o n ly  new s story  to get 
throu gh  rep ortin g  the fact w as that by C h arles C o llin g-  
w ood , o f  C .B .S ., w hich  a cc id en ta lly  escaped  m ilita ry  cen sor­
sh ip . (C .B .S . ap o lo g ized  the fo llo w in g  d ay  to  Suprem e  
H eadau arters. w h ich  term ed th e  ep iso d e  “ a p u re but serious  
error.” ) T he A llie d  H igh  C om m and, lik e  the R ed A rm y  
H igh  C om m and, d oes n o t ap p rove o f  c it ie s  spon tan eou sly  
lib era tin g  th em selves w ithout w a itin g  for the d u ly  con sti­
tuted m ilita ry  au th orities . M ost irregu lar, m ost irregu lar!*

F or  som e tim e fo llo w in g  the lib eration  o f  P ar is, the

*T do  not im ply , o f co u rse , th a t  th e  F.F.T. co u ld  h av e  lib e ra ted  
P a r is ,  o r  a n y  o th e r  p a r t  o f F ra n c e , w ith o u t th e  A llied  invasion . In 
P a r is  itse lf  in  f a c t ,  th e  F .F.T . a p p a re n tly  go t in to  som e tro u b le  and 
h ad  to  ap p e a l to  E isen h o w er fo r  h e lp , w h ich  w as se n t in  th e  fo rm  
o f  a  F re n c h  a rm o re d  d iv ision . B u t th e  in itia tiv e  a n d  th e  b ru n t  of 
th e  fig h tin g  w a s  b o rn e  by th e  F .F .I . .  no t th e  A llied  tro o p s, in big 
se c tio n s  o f th e  co u n try .
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atm osphere in the c ity  w as rev o lu tio n a ry : b a n d s-o f  arm ed
F.F .I. m em bers p a tr o llin g  the streets; con stan t gun ligh ts  
w i t h  co lla b o ra tio n ists;  th e  rea l authority  in  th e  hand s o f  
the F .F .I. n o t the p o lic e  or th e  D eG a u lle  governm ent. (S ee  
also H erbert L. M atthew s rem arkab le d isp a tch es on  the 
M arseilles situ ation  in  th e  IV. Y . T im es  o f  A u gu st 2 5 -2 7 ;  
M atthews d escrib ed  a c ity  in  rev o lu tio n a ry  tu rm oil, and  
it w as perhaps th e  can d or and d e ta il w ith  w hich  h e reported  
the facts that w as re sp o n s ib le  fo r  h is b e in g  p u lle d  back  
to R om e b y  h is  em p lo y ers after a few  d a y s .)  T ilin g s  in  
Paris reached the p o in t w here D eG au lle , w ho w ants no  
more revo lu tion  than h e  can  h e lp , w as a larm ed . On 
A ugust 31 , tw o A m erican  d iv is io n s  on  their w ay  to the 
front w ere detou red  throu gh  P a r is;  G aul list offic ia ls had  
requested them  “ to qu iet the n ervou s p op u la ce , aw e c o l­
laborators, strengthen th e  p o sitio n  o f  G eneral D eG a u lle  and  
help in  th e  so lu tio n  o f  h is  particu lar  p ro b lem s.” (A . Y . 
Tim es, Sep t. 1 .) G eneral E isen h ow er to ld  correspon dents  
this action “ w as m o re  a m atter o f  n ecess ity  than  cerem on y” 
and took care to  c a ll it a  “m arch” and n o t a  “ p arad e.”

A ll o f  th is d oes n o t m ean that a  revo lu tion  h as begun:  
the p assion  h as so  far been p retty  n ega tive , d irected  aga in st  
the o ld  co lla b o ra tio n ists  (w'ho are hated  b y  the p eo p le  
even m ore in ten se ly  than the G erm ans) and n o t in favor  
o f any p o sitiv e  program s. B ut it  is  en o rm o u sly  en cou rag ­
ing that th e  French  p e o p le  retain so  m u ch  v ita lity  after  
the 1940  d eb a c le  and th e  years o f  G erm an occu p ation . T he  
reserves o f  a p eo p le  are in exh au stib le , it w o u ld  seem . A s 
the Ita lian  u p r is in g  a ga in st M u sso lin i, and the so c ia lis t  
slogans w h ich  appeared  everyw here a fter  tw o  decad es o f  
fascism , am azed th e  w o rld , so  h ere again  in  France.

T he Ita lian  revo lu tion ary  stream  h as run in to  a stagnant 
marsh. W ill it b e th e  sam e h ere?  T here are m ore fa v o ra ­
ble factors in F ran ce: the h igher p o lit ic a l le v e l o f  the 
peop le; the fact F ran ce is  an a lly  n ot an  en em y  o f  the 
w inning sid e; the trad ition  o f  1 7 8 9 , 1848 , th e  C om m une, 
the 1936  gen era l str ik e; greater econ om ic  stren gth . O f 
one th in g  w e m ay  b e sure: any French  rev o lu tio n  is  b arely  
at its b eg in n in g . A s L ou is  C la ir  sh ow ed  last m on th , deep  
divergences ex is t w ith in  the D eG a u llis t and underground  
m ovem ents, w hich  w ill  ex p ress  th em selves in  th e  m onth s  
to com e. M ean w h ile , th e  p o p u la r  rev o lu tio n  h as recen tly  
received a ser iou s, thou gh  perh aps o n ly  tem p orary , set­
back: the m erg in g  o f  the F .F .I . in to  the regu lar  arm y. If  
the m en and w om en o f  the F .F .I . accep t th is decree o f  the 
Gaul list reg im e and eith er  surrender th eir  arm s or en ter  
the regu lar forces , the cou n ter-revo lu tion  w ill have scored  
a great tactica l v ictory . F or  th e  p o ssessio n  o f  arm s b y  the 
people is  the first con d ition  o f  revo lu tion , a s  th e  A m erican  
generals w e ll knew  w ho recen tly  a llo w ed  the G erm an d iv i­
sions in central F rance to  retain  th eir  arm s after surrender­
ing. T h eir  reason w as qu ite  b lu n tly  that otherw ise “ com ­
m unists”  m ight get h o ld  o f  them .

W h a t Is a In a ll current p ron u n ciam en toes on the 
"Peace-Loving w ar b y  th e  B ig  T h ree , th e  term  “peace- 
N ation"? lo v in g  n a tion s”  is  su re  to ap p ear so m e­

w here, often  severa l tim es. It is  a k ind  o f  
adjectival u n iform  to  d is tin g u ish  “ us”  from  “ them ” . 
Sign ifican tly , the ad jective  w as first g iven  cu rren cy  as a 
term o f  p o lit ica l d escr ip tion  b y  the S ta lin  regim e. A fter  
becom ing standard u sage  in S ov ie t p rop agan d a , it h as now  
been p icked  up b y  C h u rch ill and R ooseve lt. “ P ea ce-lo v in g  
nation” is  th e  k in d  o f  an th rop om orp h ic  con cep t th e  R u s­
sians d eligh t to  u se : it  g iv e s  a  m o ra l, p u rp o se fu l aspect 
10 som eth in g  w h ich  is in rea lity  abstract, im m ora l, and  
non-purposefu l. T h is  k ind o f  th in k in g  is  th e  essen ce  of

to ta litar ian  p rop agan d a , w hether V ysh in sk y  or G oeb b els  
is  at the con tro ls. T he con cep t n eed s a lit t le  sem antic  
an a lysis.

W hat is  a “n a tio n ” to b eg in  w ith?. It is  a lo t o f  d ifferent 
in d iv id u a ls  w ho are organ ized — often  aga in st th eir  w ill 
and even  w ith ou t th eir  b e in g  co n sc io u s o f  it— into variou s  
grou p s, c la sses, an d  in stitu tio n s; b esid e  their  in d iv id u a l 
differen ces, there are a lso  m arked  grou p  d ivergen ces, so  
that w hat on e grou p  fa v o rs an oth er op p oses . It is  a c o l­
lection  o f  rock s and m o u n ta in s and c it ie s  and m in es and  
fa c to r ie s  and c it ie s  and r ivers an d  sch o o ls  and c lim a te  and  
other th in gs, a l l  o f  them  in terrelated  in  a  certain  econ om ic  
pattern w h ich  in turn a ffects and is  a ffected  b y  le g a l, cu l­
tu ra l, so c ia l, m ora l and p o lit ic a l cu stom s and in stitu tion s  
w hich  h ave grow n up over cen turies. H o w  an yth in g  as 
com p lica ted  a s  th is can  b e th ou gh t to  “ lo v e”  or “hate” 
an yth in g , or to  h a v e  an y  o f  the ch aracteristics o f  an in ­
d iv id u a l hum an b e in g  is  hard to  understand. Y et it is, 
o f cou rse , a fact that m ost o f  us d o  th ink o f  “ F rance”  and  
“ G erm any”  s im p ly  as g ig a n tic  in d iv id u a ls  w ho can be 
p ra ised  or b lam ed  like in d iv id u a ls . (F reu d  h as show n us 
that th e  in d iv id u a l, a lso , is  a co m p lex  o f  w arring  factors—  
hut th at is  another sto ry .) A nd th e  m o re  to ta litar ian  our  
ow n nation  is , th e  m ore ea s ily  can  w e accep t th is  m ethod  
o f th ough t, s in ce  th e  d ivergen t and co m p lica tin g  forces are  
la rg e ly  k ept out o f  sight.

T h e  m ea n in g  o f  “ p ea ce -lo v in g ”  is  even  m ore obscure. 
I f  it refers to  the com m on p eo p le , then it can  be sa id  that 
they are overw h e lm in g ly  p ea ce -lo v in g  in  a ll n a tion s. One  
h as o n ly  to  reca ll th e  p ress  d isp atch es that cam e from  every  
E uropean  ca p ita l at th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th is  w ar, in c lu d in g  
B e rlin , stressin g  over and over aga in  th e  dom in an t m ood  
o f ap ath y , a n x iety , d esp a ir . T h ere  w as n o  flag -w av in g  an y ­
w here, n o  cheering , n o  p a tr io tic  enthu siasm . I f  it refers  
to  th o se  at th e  co n tro ls , on e m a y  ask : w hat n a tio n a l leader  
is  n o t  “ p ea ce -lo v in g ”  in the sen se  h e  p refers p eace to  w ar?  
A fe w  neu rotics and p ro fe ss io n a l so ld ier s , p o ss ib ly , but 
the ser iou s fore ign  p o lic y  o f  a nation  is  n o t m ad e b y  such  
typ es. H itler  h as o ften  stated h e  abhors w ar, and I  have  
n o  d oubt qu ite  s in cere ly . T h e  terr ib le  r isk s o f  w ar are  
never w elcom ed  b y  p o lit ic ia n s;  they w ou ld  a lw a y s rather  
get w hat they w ant w ith ou t w ar. T h e  d ifficu lty  w as that 
E ngland  and F ran ce fou n d  it im p o ssib le  to  g iv e  H itler  
p ea ce fu lly  a ll h e “ w anted”— a d ec is ion  u n a v o id a b le  in  
term s o f  th eir  ow n system s, s in ce  H itler  w anted to  rep lace  
their w orld  h egem on y  w ith  h is  ow n. T h e  p o in t is  n o t that 
the N a z is  w ere le s s  “ p eace-lov in g”  than th e  French  and the  
British ru lin g  c la sses , but rather that th ey  w ere the out-group  
in w orld  p o lit ic s , and h en ce  had to u se w ar to gain  their  
ends— w h ile  the in -grou p  w as w e ll enou gh  served b y  peace. 
A s the w orld  is  now  organ ized , th is situ ation  seem s fa ir ly  
certain  to  rep eat it s e lf  in another gen eration  or so , w ith  
perh ap s R u ssia  p erh ap s E n g lan d  p erh ap s th is  cou n try  in  
the ou t-group  p o sitio n . W h ereupon  th e  in -group  id e o ­
lo g u es  w ill sp in  th eories as to  th e  essen tia l w arlik en ess o f  
the R u ssian s (o r  th e  B ritish  or th e  A m er ica n s), and the  
in n ate  p ea ce-lo v in g n ess o f  the B ritish  and A m ericans (or  
the R u ssian s and B ritish , or th e  R u ssian s and A m ericans'). 
T h e o n ly  w ay  to  avo id  a ll  th is  is  to  m ak e a  b a s ic  change  
in th e  w ay  th e  w o r ld  is  n ow  set u p — b u t it’s  m uch  easier, 
o f  course, to  r in g  the ch an ges on “ p ea ce-lo v in g  n a tion s” .

A n d  W h a t  is A nother con cep t, w id e lv  used in T n ited
"Sovere iq n  N a tio n s’ p rop agan d a  tod ay , is  that o f  the
Eq u a lity "?  “ sovereign  eq u a lity ”  o f  a l l  n a tion s, b ig  and

sm a ll. T h e  tw o are com bined  in th e  for- 
e ig n -p o licy  p lan k  o f  the D em ocra tic  P la tfo rm , a d ocu ­
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m ent w ritten p erso n a lly  by R oosevelt. T he party  p led g es  
"the estab lish m en t o f  an in tern a tion a l organ ization  based  
on the p r in c ip le  o f  the sovereign  eq u a lity  o f  a ll  peace- 
lo v in g  S ta tes.” N ow  what d oes “sovere ign  eq u a lity ”  m ean ?  
In d efin in g  the official A m erican  w ar a im s last M arch, 
Secretary H u ll gave the con cep t its d efin itive  fo rm u la tion , 
in  w ord s w h ich  were later borrow ed fo r  the D em ocratic  
p la tfo rm :

E ach  so vere ig n  n a tio n , la rg e  o r  sm a ll ,  is  in  la w  a n d  
u n d er la w  th e  e q u a l o f  e v e r y  o th er  n a tio n . T h e p r in c ip le  
o j so ve re ig n  e q u a li ty  o f  a l l  p e a c e -lo v in g  s ta te s , ir re sp e c tiv e  
o j s iz e  an d  s tre n g th ,a s  p a r tn e rs  in a fu tu re  sy s te m  o j  g en era l  
s e c u r ity  w i l l  b e  th e  fo u n d a tio n  s to n e  u p o n  w h ich  th e fu tu re  
in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n iza tio n  w i l l  be  con stru c ted .

T he rea lis tic  g lo s s  on th is tex t w as g iven  by H u ll’s o p ­
p o site  num ber, A n th on y  E den, the fo llo w in g  w eek. “ Let 
us a d m it,” h e sa id , w ith  that frank ness w h ich  seem s to  d is­
tin gu ish  B ritish  p o lit ic ia n s  in th is war, “Let us adm it that, 
though  a ll  sta tes are eq u a l in status, th ey  are n ot equal 
in pow er, and con seq u en tly  their  du ties m u st vary. . . . W e 
m u st recogn ize  that th ose  w ho bear the greater resp o n s i­
b ility  . . . m u st h ave the greater v o ice  in d ec id in g  any  
action  to  b e taken in the gen era l in terest. A ll in d epend en t 
states m u st b e free to  declare  th eir  o p in io n s  and their  
grievan ces. B ut w hen it com es to  d ec id in g  on action  w hich  
o n ly  certain  states by their  m ilita ry  p ow er are in a p osition  
e ffec tiv e ly  to take, w e can n ot s im p ly  cou n t heads. T he  
great pow ers have and m ust have sp ec ia l resp o n s ib ilit ie s  
in  the fie ld  o f  secu r ity .” R ecent d eve lop m en ts sh ow  that 
the g lo s s  is m ore im portant than th e  text. W hat p rice  
“sovereign  eq u a lity ” in P o la n d  and the B a ltic  S ta tes?  W hat 
p r ice  in E urope, w h ose  postw ar sh ap e is  b e in g  fo rg ed  by  
the B ig  T hree w ithout co n su lta tion  w ith  the ex iled  g overn ­
m en ts?  W hen the in effa b le  H u ll w as asked abou t th is  at 
a recent press co n feren ce— after a p a rticu la r ly  v io le n t series  
o f protests by the F rench, D utch , P o lish , B e lg ian  and other  
sm al 1-power govern m en ts— h e rep lied  “ w ith  em o tio n ” that 
11 ) he h as freq u en tly  end orsed  the p r in c ip le  o f  sovereign  
eq u ch ty  ( “ I h ave spoken  o f  th is  often  in  m y  sp eech es.” ) ;
(2 )  A m erican  statesm en have been m ak in g  sim ila r  p r o fe s ­
s io n s  fo r  gen era tion s ( “ W e have fo r  1 5 0  years preached  
lib erty  to a ll the n a tion s o f  the earth .” ) .  A s  fo r  the par­
ticu lar  a c tio n s and p o lic ie s  com p la in ed  o f, H u ll as usual 
sa id  n o th in g . H e seem s to  h ave that cu riou s k ind  o f  m en ­
ta lity , sh aped  by leg a l form u lae  and p arliam en tary  ora ­
tory, w hich  th in ks th at con flicts betw een w ords and acts 
can b e reso lved  b y  rep ea tin g  th e  w ords w ith em phasis. 
M arx poin ted  out that in  b ou rgeo is  revo lu tion s, th e  p h rase  
g o e s  b eyon d  th e  con ten t; in  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent, the c o n ­
tent never gets w ith in  sh ou tin g  d istan ce  o f  th e  phrase.

U n lik e  the w icked N a z is , the lead ers o f  the U n ited  N a ­
tion s show  th e  tenderest concern  for the sovere ign  eq u a lity  
o f  a ll n a tion s. But at the sam e tim e, th ey  p ossess, and 
h ave m ade it c lea r  that th ey  w ill co n tin u e  to p ossess, the 
o v erw h elm in g  w eigh t o f  arm ed force . U n iversa l d isarm a­
m ent is  to d a y  to o  p a ten tly  absurd , in term s o f  th e  w orld  
as it is . to  b e advanced even a s  a p ropagan da slo g a n . O ne 
w ou ld  n o t th ink  it w ou ld  take a p ro fou n d  m ind  to under­
stand that a w orld  in  w h ich  th ree  g ig a n tic  states m o n o p o ­
liz e  the m ean s o f  coercion  is  n ot g o in CT to he a w orld  d is ­
tin gu ish ed  by the eq u a lity  o f  n ations. Y et th is s im p le  idea  
seem s beyon d  the grasp  o f  our statesm en . W illk ie , for ex ­
am p le . w rites: “N a tu ra lly , the task o f  sa fegu ard in g  the 
w orld  from  aggression  w ill  have to rest m a in ly  on the 
sh ou ld ers o f  th e  <reat p ow ers, s in ce  th ey  a lo n e  p o ssess  the 
m ilita ry  force . B ut th e  p eo p le s  o f  the sm a ll n a tion s . . . 
w ill n o t  and sh ou ld  not p erm it thre<' or fou r great p ow ers  
to  con tin u e to d icta te  their d estin y .”  “ W ill n o t” , “ sh ou ld

n o t” but how  w ill they p revent it?  W illk ie  w as answ ered  
tw o thousand  years a g o  by the en v o y s o f  another great 
im p er ia lism , A thens, w ho to ld  the represen ta tives o f  the  
sm a ll M elian  n a tion : “Y ou  know  as w e ll as w e d o  that right, 
as the w orld  goes, is  o n ly  in  qu estion  betw een eq u a ls  in  
pow er, w h ile  th e  stron g  d o  w hat they can and the weak  
suffer w hat they m u st.”

T h e reason our war lead ers can  get aw ay w ith th is kind  
o f  n on sen se— and w ith  th e  lib era ls  as w e ll a s  wiLh the 
m an in  the street— is  that A m erican  p o lit ic a l th ought is 
s t ill  in  the p r im itiv e  stage  in  w h ich  state pow er, in tern a lly  
an d  in tern a tio n a lly , is regarded as som eth in g  n eu tra l and 
im partia l in itse lf , so m eth in g  w hich  stan d s above a ll spe­
c ific  c la sh es o f  c la ss  or n ation a l interest and regu la tes th ings 
fo r  the gen era l in terest o f  so c ie ty  (o r  the w o r ld ) as a w hole. 
T he o ld er , m ore so p h istica ted  cu lture o f  E u rop e has out­
grow n th is illu s io n , w h ich  is o n e  ex p la n a tio n  o f  the greater 
rea lism  o f  B ritish  p o lit ic a l sp eech es tod ay . I f  o n e  considers  
the sta le  a coop era tive  en terp rise  en fo rc in g  its ru les for  
the benefit o f  a ll  c itizen s, rather than the organ o f  th e  ruling  
c la ss; i f  on e look s on  th e  p o lic e  as th e  agen ts o f  c la ssless  
“ law  and order” , rather than as the u ltim ate arm ed forces  
w ith  w hich  the ru lers im p ose  th eir  w ill  on  the ru led ; then 
one w ill b e ab le  to see the p ostw ar arm ies o f  the Big  
T hree as a p o lic e  force  to “ arrest” a ll n a tio n s w ho try 
to  steal or k ill (m ake w a r ) ,  rather than a s  them selves  
the ch ie f  agen cies  by w h ich  w ar and p lu n d er w ill b e carried  
out. It is  g o in g  to  take som e very su b tle  th eo lo g iz in g  to 
d iscr im in a te , in  th e  postw ar w orld — or, con sid er in g  the  
general exp ecta tion  o f  a W orld  W ar III, perhaps "prew ar” 
w orld  w ould  be m ore accurate— betw een  “ w ar” and "police  
w ork” . T hus Sum ner W elle s , a fter  the usual cr itic ism s of 
the B ig  T hree’s present fore ign  p o lic y  as undem ocratic, 
w rites: “ T h e M ajor P ow ers, w h o assu m e resp o n s ib ility  for 
the m ain ten an ce o f  w orld  p eace . . . m ust n ot b e im peded  
b y  th e  sm a ller  p ow ers . . . from  free ly  reach ing  decisions  
regard in g  the p u re ly  m ilita ry  a sp ects o f  th eir  p o lic e  func­
tio n s .”  W here is  th e  D a n ie l w ho sh a ll te ll us w hen the 
sm a ller  n a tion s are d e fen d in g  their  r igh ts, and w hen they 
are “ im p ed in g” the n ecessary  p o lic in g  o f  w orld  peace by 
the M ajor P o w ers?  R esis tin g  a b u rg lar  is proD er. w hile  
resistin g  an officer ic a ser iou s ofTence. Bui w hat if  the 
officer is  the b u rg lar?

The Protocols  ̂ um ner W elles, form er I nder Secretary of 
o f the Elders S ta le , has p u b lish ed  a book. The T im e  o f  
o f  Potsdam  D ecision  (H arp er, S 3 ) ,  w hich is no m ore  
an d  no less b esid e  the p o in t than a ll the other b ook s on the 
postw ar w orld . T hat is  lo say, W elle s  undertakes the usual 
H erculan ean  task o f  w ork in g  out a h u m an ly  p rogressive  
so lu tion  for postw ar p ro b lem s w ith ou t ch an g in g  ra d ica lly  
the present b a sis  o f  society . (In  their  in n ocen ce, M essers. 
W elle s , H oover. G ib son , S treit. C u lb ertson , L ip p m an , Laski, 
W a llace , and W illk ie  are co n sta n tly  attem p tin g  a task  
w h ich , in te lle c tu a lly , far ou tran ks that to  w hich  M arx, for 
ex a m p le , devoted  a life t im e  o f  lab or. For he. at least, 
did n ot attem pt to te ll an e x p lo ita tiv e  so c ie ty  h ow  to behave  
co o p era tiv e ly  w ithout g iv in g  up ex p lo ita tio n .)  R ead in g  
such w orks is  in general a w aste o f  tim e, excep t for the 
exten t to w h ich— often  u n co n sc io u sly — th ey  ex p ress  th e  real 
p la n s  and in terests o f  th ose  in  con tro l o f  th ings. T he real 
“ p o in t”  o f  W e lle s ’ book  thus seem s lo  m e to  b e neither  
h is  p ro p o sa ls  fo r  certain  organ ization a l form s in  the p ost­
w ar w orld  nor h is lo f ty  and arid d iscu ss io n s  o f  ' sov­
ereign ty”  and such m atters, but rather the ch apter on 
W hat T o  D o  w ith G erm any.

W elle?  h as so m e reputation  a* a lib era l— a State Dc-
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partm ent lib era l, that is . W h ile  lie  w as U n d er S ecretary , 
he w as su p p osed  to  b e R o o sev e lt’s p erson a l m ou th p iece  in 
the departm ent (th ou gh  w hat con n ection  th is had w ith  lib er ­
a lism  w as and is  a lit t le  o b sc u r e ) . H e  w as on e o f  the 
architects o f  th e  G ood  N e ig h b o r  p o lic y — after  h e and B erle  
had travelled  to  H avana, d u r in g  the co n fu s io n  a tten d in g  
the overthrow  o f  M achado to  see to it p erso n a lly  that 
the lib era l G rau S an  M artin  w as k ick ed  out an d  the B atista  
dictatorsh ip  in s ta lled  a d  m a jo re m  g lo r ia m  C /ia sen a tion a l-  
bank. H e favored  fu l l  co op era tion  w ith  R u ssia  and w as  
even rum ored to h a v e  d oub ts ab ou t V ich y . L a tely , h e has  
expressed  a  W illk iea n  concern  over the d om in an t p o sitio n  
o f the B ig  T hree pow ers, and h as u rged  that th e  sm a ll fry  
be g iven  m ore in flu en ce in  th e  postw ar w orld  order.

But w hat p r ice  lib era lism  in  1 9 4 4 ?  In  h is  n ew  book, 
W elles ou t-V an sittarts V an sittart on th e  G erm an issu e . A l­
though h is to r ica l research  h a s  sh ow n  that F ran ce w a s as 
“g u ilty ” as G erm any in  startin g  the w ar o f  1 8 7 0 , an d  that 
R ussia, F rance, and A u str ia  a ll p la y e d  fu l ly  as im portant 
roles as G erm any in the g en esis  o f  W orld  W ar I, W elle s  
lays these w ars at th e  d oor  o f  “ the G erm an p e o p le ” , and  
throw s in  a co u p le  o f  m in or  w ars, severa l “ in c id en ts” that 
nearly led  to  w ar, an d  . . . the D rey fu s case . (A ll  that 
talk about an tisem itism  in  the French  arm y and upper  
classes w as p resu m ab ly  ju st G erm an p rop agan d a  w hich  
Zola fe ll  fo r— but n o t S um ner W e lle s ! )  H e  th erefore  p ro ­
poses that G erm any b e d iv id ed  in to  th ree eq u a l p arts after  
the war, and kept d iv id ed  b y  force o f  arm s i f  n ecessary . 
Even m ore sign ifican t is  W e lle s ’ reaction  to th e  p o ss ib ility  
o f an an ti-cap ita list revo lu tion  in  G erm any after th is w ar. 
H is ideas on th is  h ead  m u st be read to  b e  b e liev ed :

“ In a ll p ro b a b ility , th e  first strategem  o f  th e  G erm an  
m ilitary com m and  [a fte r  the arm ies are d efea ted ] w ill  be  
to stim u late  throu ghout G erm any th e  grow th  o f  C om m unism  
in its w orld -revo lu tion ary  form . C on d ition s w ill  favor  it. 
The estab lish m en t w ith in  G erm any o f  C om m unism  o f  the  
T rotskyist or w o r ld -revo lu tion ary  ty p e  w ou ld  g iv e  th e  G er­
man general staff p rec ise ly  th e  ad van tages it w ill  seek. 
For after the w ar is  over, a ll  th e  occu p ied  cou n tr ies o f  
E urope w ill b e seeth in g  w ith  so c ia l unrest. . . .  A  n ew  G er­
man C om m unism  . . . d irected  b y  th e  co ld  and ru th less  
brains o f  the G erm an gen era l staff w ou ld  find in  m any  
parts o f  the w'orld a situ ation  m ad e to order fo r  the p u r­
poses o f  P an-G erm anism . T h e  k ind  o f  govern m en ts, th ere­
fore, that the G erm an p eo p le  are to  b e perm itted  to in sta ll 
must be decided  b y  com m on agreem ent betw een  th e  U n ited  
N ations w ith  fu ll r e sa rd  fo r  th e  d an gers w h ich  m ay  arise  
from any h id den  m ilita ry  sch em es o f  th e  general sta ff.”

C hange “ general staff”  to  “ in tern a tion a l Jew ish  c a p ita l­
ism ” and th e  above is  a  rea so n a b le  fa c s im ile  o f  H itler ’s 
m ain lin e  o f  attack on com m unism . (I t  is an exact fa c ­
sim ile , w ith  n o  ch an ges, o f  S ta lin ’s lin e  aga in st T rotsk y .)  
The E lders o f  P otsdam  rep lace  the E ld ers o f  Z ion  as the  
Protean con n ivers o f  w orld  d isaster, ca p a b le  o f  a secret 
a llian ce w ith  a revo lu tion ary  w ork ing  c la ss  in order to ac­
com plish  th eir  dark ends. It is , o f  cou rse , n o to r io u s that 
after the 1 9 1 8  G erm an defeat, th e  Sp artacists and the G er­
man general staff w ere secretly  w ork in g  hand in hand , 
directed b y  th e  “ co ld  and ru th less b ra in s” o f  the latter, to  
sow com m unism  throughout E urop e. T h e  m urder o f  L ieb- 
knecht and L uxem burg by G erm an officers w as part o f  the 
com edy, to  g iv e  a touch o f  rea lism . F urtherm ore, w as it 
not the E ld ers o f  P otsdam  w ho in 1 9 1 7  sent L enin into  
R ussia in their  fam ou s sea led  train  and a re  th u s d irectly  
resp on sib le  fo r  the w h o le  B o lsh ev ik  R ev o lu tio n ?  A rtic le  T 
o f the new  p eace trea ty  sh ou ld  ca teg o r ica lly  p ro h ib it the 
use o f  sea led  trains.

Rut it is  m uch m ore than a jok e. T hat ou r form er U nder

Secretary  o f  S ta te  is as great an ign oram u s as h is  ch ie f  
is  le s s  sig n ifica n t than the fa c t that h e exp ects and fears  
so c ia l rev o lu tio n  in E u rop e a fter  th e  w ar, and is  p repared  
to  use any w eapon  a ga in st it, from  am algam s w ith  th e  g en ­
era l staff to  m ilita ry  in terven tion . “ T h e  first U . S .-B ritish  
ob jective  a fter  a G erm an d efea t,”  reports the conservative  
U. S . N ew s  o f  J u ly  2 1 , “ w ill  b e to  p reven t v io len t rev o lu ­
tio n , to  prevent lo s s  o f  p o lit ic a l p ow er by b u sin ess-fin an cia l 
g ro u p s.”  B etw een the G erm an ca r te ls  and the G erm an  
w orkers, and som e such  ch o ice  m ay  have to b e m ade, w e  
m a y  ex p ect th e  p resen t reg im es in  E n g lan d , A m erica an d  
R u ssia  to ch o o se  the form er.

The Tyranny of the Clock

IN  no characteristic  is  ex is tin g  so c ie ty  in  the W est so  
sh a rp ly  d istin g u ish ed  fro m  th e ea r lier  so c ie tie s , w hether  
o f  E urop e or the E ast, than  in  its con cep tion  o f  tim e. 

T o  the an c ien t C h inese or G reek, to  the A rab  herdsm an  
or M exican  peon  o f  to d a y , tim e is  represen ted  in  the cy c lic  
p rocesses  o f  n atu re, th e  a ltern a tion  o f  d ay  an d  n ig h t, the 
p a ssa g e  from  season  to season . T h e  n om ad s an d  farm ers  
m easured  and s t i l l  m easu re th eir  day  from  su n rise  to  sunset, 
and th eir  y ear  in  term s o f  seed tim e and harvest, o f  the 
fa l l in g  le a f  and th e  ic e  th aw in g  on th e  lakes and rivers. 
T h e farm er w orked accord in g  to  th e  e lem en ts, th e  cra fts­
m an fo r  so  lo n g  as h e  fe lt  it n ecessary  to  p erfect h is  p ro d ­
uct. T im e  w as seen as a  p ro cess o f  n atu ra l ch an ge, and  
m en w ere n o t con cern ed  in  its ex a ct m easurem en t. For th is  
reason  c iv iliza tio n s  h ig h ly  d ev e lo p ed  in  other resp ects had  
th e  m o st p r im itiv e  m ean s o f  m easu rin g  tim e, th e  hour g la ss  
w ith  its  tr ick lin g  sand  or d r ip p in g  w ater, th e  sun d ia l, 
u se le ss  on a d u ll day , and th e  ca n d le  or lam p  w h ose u n ­
burnt rem nant o f  o il or w ax  in d ica ted  th e  hours. A ll  these  
d ev ices w ere ap p rox im ate  and inexact, and w ere often  
rendered u n re lia b le  b y  th e  w eather or the p erson a l laziness  
o f  th e  tender. N o w h ere  in  the a n c ien t or m ed iaeva l w orld  
w ere m ore than a  tin y  m in o r ity  o f  m en  con cern ed  w ith  tim e  
in  th e  term s o f  m ath em atica l exactitude.

M odern , W estern m an , h ow ever, liv e s  in  a w orld  w hich  
runs a cco rd in g  to th e  m ech an ica l and m athem atica l sy m ­
b o ls  o f  c lo ck  tim e. T he c lo ck  d ictates h is  m ovem en ts and  
in h ib its  h is  action s. T h e  c lo ck  turns tim e from  a p rocess  
o f  n atu re  in to  a com m od ity  that can  be m easured  and  
bou gh t and so ld  lik e  soap  or su ltan as. A n d  b ecau se, w ith ­
out som e m eans o f  ex a ct tim e k eep in g , in d u str ia l cap ita lism  
co u ld  n ever have d eve lop ed  and co u ld  n ot co n tin u e  to  e x ­
p lo it  th e  w orkers, the c lo ck  represen ts an e lem en t o f  m e ­
ch an ica l tyran n y  in  the liv e s  o f  m od ern  m en  m ore potent 
than an y  in d iv id u a l ex p lo iter  or than any other m ach in e. 
It is  v a lu a b le  to trace the h is to r ica l p rocess by w h ich  the 
c lo ck  in fluenced  the so c ia l d eve lop m en t o f  m odern  E u ro ­
pean c iv iliza tio n .

It is  a  freq u en t circum stan ce o f  h is to ry  that a cu ltu re  or 
c iv iliza tio n  d ev e lo p s  th e  d ev ice  that w ill  later be used for 
its destruction . T h e  a n c ien t C hinese, fo r  ex a m p le , invented  
gu np ow der, w hich  w as d eve lop ed  b y  th e  m ilita ry  ex p er ts  o f  
th e  W est and ev en tu a lly  led  to th e  C h inese c iv iliza tio n  itse lf  
b e in g  d estroyed  b y  the h ig h  ex p lo s iv e s  o f  m odern  w arfare. 
S im ila r ly , th e  suprem e ach ievem ent o f  the in gen u ity  o f  the 
craftsm en  in the m ed iaeval c it ie s  o f  E u rop e w as th e  in ­
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ven tion  o f  the m ech an ica l c lock , w h ich , w ith  its  r ev o lu ­
tion ary  a ltera tion  o f  the con cep t o f  tim e, m a ter ia lly  assisted  
the grow th  o f  ex p lo it in g  ca p ita lism  and th e  destru ction  o f  
the m ed ia ev a l cu lture.

T here is a  trad ition  that the c lo ck  appeared  in  th e  e le v ­
enth  cen tury , as a d ev ice  fo r  r in g in g  b e lls  at regu lar  in ­
terva ls in  the m on asteries w h ich , w ith  th e  reg im en ted  li f e  
they im p osed  on their  in m ates, w ere th e  c lo se st so c ia l a p ­
p ro x im a tio n  in th e  m id d le  a g es  to  the factory  o f  tod ay . 
T h e first au thenticated  c lock , how ever, ap p eared  in  the  
th irteen th  cen tury , and it w as n o t u n til the fou rteen th  cen ­
tu ry  that c lock s becam e com m on as ornam ents o f  th e  p u b lic  
b u ild in g s  in  the G erm an c ities.

T h ese  ea r ly  c lock s, op erated  b y  w eigh ts , w ere n ot p a r­
t icu la r ly  accurate, and it w as n o t u n til th e  six teen th  century  
that an y  great r e lia b ility  w as atta ined . In  E n g la n d , fo r  
in stan ce, the c lo ck  at H am p ton  C ourt, m ad e in  1 5 4 0 , is  
sa id  to  have been  th e  first accurate c lo ck  in  th e  country. 
A n d  even the accu racy  o f  the s ix teen th  century c lo ck s  are  
re la tive , fo r  th ey  w ere eq u ip p ed  o n ly  w ith  hour hands. 
T he id ea  o f  m easu rin g  tim e  in  m in u tes and seco n d s had been  
th ou gh t ou t by th e  ea r ly  m ath em atic ian s as fa r  back  as 
th e  fou rteen th  cen tu ry , but it w as n o t  u n til th e  in ven tion  
o f  th e  p en d u lu m  in 1 657  th at sufficient accu racy  w as at­
ta in ed  to  p erm it th e  a d d ition  o f  a m in u te  h an d , an d  the  
secon d  hand did  n o t ap p ear u n til th e  eigh teen th  century. 
T h ese  tw o cen tu ries, it  sh ou ld  b e ob served , w ere th o se  in  
w h ich  ca p ita lism  grew  to such  an ex ten t th at it w as a b le  
to  take ad van tage o f  the in d u str ia l revo lu tion  in  tech n ique  
in  order to  estab lish  its d om in ation  over society .

T he c lock , as L ew is M u m ford  has p o in ted  out, represents  
th e  key  m a ch in e  o f  the m a ch in e  age, both  fo r  its influence  
on  tech n ics  and fo r  its  in flu en ce on  the h ab its  o f  m en. 
T ech n ica lly , the c lo ck  w as th e  first r e a lly  au tom atic  m a ­
ch in e  that a tta in ed  an y  im p ortan ce in  the l i f e  o f  m en . P re ­
v io u s  to  its in ven tion , the com m on  m a ch in es w ere o f  such  
a n atu re  that th eir  operation  d ep en d ed  on  som e extern al 
and u n re lia b le  fo rce , such  as hum an or a n im a l m u sc les , 
w ater or w ind . It is  true that th e  G reeks h a d  in vented  a 
num ber o f  p r im itiv e  au tom atic  m ach in es, but th ese  were  
u sed , lik e  H ero ’s steam  en g in e , e ith er  fo r  o b ta in in g  ‘su p er­
n atu ra l’ effects in  th e  tem p les or fo r  am u sin g  th e  tyrants  
o f  L evan tin e c it ies . B ut th e  c lo ck  w as the first autom atic  
m ach in e that a tta ined  a p u b lic  im p ortan ce and a soc ia l 
fu n ction . C lock-m aking  b ecam e the in d u stry  from  w hich  
m en learnt the e lem en ts o f  m ach in e m ak in g  and gained  
the tech n ica l sk ill that w as to p rod u ce the co m p lica ted  m a ­
ch in ery  o f  the in d u str ia l revo lu tion .

S o c ia lly  the c lo ck  had a m ore rad ica l in flu ence than any  
other m ach in e, in that it  w as th e  m ean s b y  w h ich  th e  regu ­
lariza tion  and reg im en tation  o f  l i f e  necessary  fo r  an e x ­
p lo it in g  system  o f  in d u stry  co u ld  b est be atta ined . T he  
c lo ck  p rov id ed  a m ean s by w hich  tim e— a ca tegory  so  
e lu s iv e  that no p h ilo so p h y  has yet determ in ed  its nature—  
co u ld  b e m easu red  con crete ly  in the m ore ta n g ib le  term s  
o f  sp a ce  p rov id ed  by the c ircu m feren ce  o f  a c lo ck  d ia l. 
T im e as d u ration  becam e d isregard ed , and m en began  to 
talk  and th ink  a lw a y s  o f  ‘len g th s’ o f  tim e, ju st as i f  they  
w ere ta lk in g  o f  len g th s o f  ca lico . A nd tim e, b e in g  now  
m easu rab le  in m athem atica l sy m b o ls , becam e regarded as 
a. com m od ity  that co u ld  b e  b ou gh t and so ld  in  the sam e

w ay as an y  o ther com m od ity .
T h e new  ca p ita lis ts , in p articu lar , becam e ra b id ly  tim e­

co n sc io u s. T im e, h ere sy m b o liz in g  th e  lab or  o f  th e  w ork­
ers, w a s regarded  by them  a lm o st as i f  it  w ere the ch ie f  
raw m ateria l o f  industry. ‘T im e is  m on ey ’ becam e on e o f  
the k ey  s lo g a n s  o f  c a p ita lis t  id eo lo g y , and the tim ekeeper  
w as the m ost sig n ifica n t o f  th e  n ew  ty p es o f  official in­
troduced b y  the ca p ita lis t d isp en sa tion .

In  the ear ly  fa c to r ie s  the em p lo y ers  w ent so  far as to 
m an ip u la te  th e ir  c lock s or sou n d  th eir  factory  w h ist le s  at 
the w ro n g  tim es in order to d efraud  th e  w ork ers o f  a little  
o f  th is  v a lu a b le  new  com m od ity . Later such practices be­
cam e le s s  frequent, but the in flu en ce o f  the c lo ck  im posed  
a regu lar ity  on th e  liv e s  o f  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  m en  w hich  
had p rev io u s ly  been  know n o n ly  in  th e  m on astery . M en  
a ctu a lly  becam e lik e  c lo ck s , a ctin g  w ith  a  rep etitive  regu­
la r ity  w hich  had n o  resem b lan ce to the rhythm ic l i f e  o f  a 
natural b e in g . T hey  becam e, as th e  V ictorian  p h rase put 
it, ‘as reg u la r  as c lock w ork ’. O n ly  in  th e  cou n try  d istricts  
w here the n atu ra l liv e s  o f  a n im a ls  and p lan ts  and the 
e lem en ts s t ill  d om in ated  life , d id  any large  proportion  
o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  fa i l  to  succum b to  the d ead ly  tick  o f  
m on oton y .

A t first th is new  attitude to  tim e, th is  new  regu lar ity  of 
l ife , w as im p osed  by the c lo ck -o w n in g  m asters on the un­
w ill in g  p oor. T h e factory  s la v e  reacted in  h is  sp are tim e 
by liv in g  w ith  a ch ao tic  irregu lar ity  w h ich  characterized  
th e  g in -sodd en  slu m s o f  ea r ly  n in eteen th  century indus­
tr ia lism . M en fled to th e  tim e le ss  w orld s o f  drin k  or 
M eth od ist in sp ira tion . B ut g ra d u a lly  th e  id ea  o f  regu­
la r ity  sp read  d ow nw ard  am on g  th e  w orkers. N ineteenth  
century re lig io n  an d  m o ra lity  p la y ed  their  part b y  pro­
c la im in g  th e  sin  o f  ‘w astin g  tim e’. T h e  in trod u ction  o f  
m ass-p rod u ced  w atch es and c lo ck s  in  the 1 8 5 0 ’s spread  
tim e C onsciousness am on g  those w ho had p rev io u s ly  m erely  
reacted  to  th e  stim u lu s o f  th e  knock-up or th e  factory  
w h istle . In  the church  and th e  sc h o o l, in  th e  office and 
the w ork sh ip , p u n ctu a lity  w as h eld  up a s  the greatest o f  
the v irtues.

Out o f  th is s la v ish  d ep en d en ce on m ech an ica l tim e which  
sp read  in s id io u s ly  in to  every  c la ss  in the n ineteen th  cen­
tury there grew  up the d em o ra liz in g  reg im en tation  o f  life  
w hich characterizes factory  w ork to d a y . T h e  m an w ho fa ils  
to  co n fo rm  fa ces so c ia l d isap p rova l and eco n o m ic  ruin. 
I f  h e  is  la te  at the factory  the w orker w ill  lo se  h is  job  or 
even , at the present day , find h im se lf  in prison . H urried  
m eals, th e  regu lar m orn in g  and ev en in g  scram b le  fo r  trains 
or b uses, th e  strain  o f  h a v in g  to  w ork to tim e schedu les, 
a ll  con trib u te, by d ig estiv e  and n ervou s d isturbance, to 
ruin h ea lth  and shorten  life .

N o r  d o es  the fin an cia l im p osition  o f  regu larity  tend , in 
the lo n g  run, to  greater efficiency. Indeed, th e  q uality  
o f  th e  p roduct is u su a lly  m uch p oorer , b ecau se  the em ­
p lo y er , regard in g  tim e a s  a com m od ity  w h ich  h e  has to 
p ay  fo r , fo rces the op era tive  to  m ain ta in  such a speed  that 
h is w ork m u st n ecessa r ily  b e sk im ped . Q u antity  rather 
than q u a lity  b eco m in g  th e  cr iter ion , th e  en joym en t is  taken  
out o f  the w ork itse lf , and the w orker in  h is  turn becom es  
a ‘clock -w atch er’, con cern ed  o n ly  w ith  w hen h e w ill  be 
ab le  to  escap e  to the scan ty  an d  m on oton ou s le isu re  of 
in d u str ia l so c ie ty , in  w h ich  h e  ‘k i l ls  tim e’ by cram m ing
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in  as m uch tim e-sch ed u led  an d  m echan ized  en joym en t o f  
cinem a, rad io  and n ew sp ap er as h is  w age packet and h is  
tiredness w ill  a llo w . O n ly  i f  h e is  w ill in g  to  accep t the  
hazards o f  liv in g  by h is  fa ith  or h is  w its can th e  m an  
w ithout m on ey  a v o id  liv in g  as a s la v e  to  th e  c lock .

The prob lem  o f  the c lock  is , in  gen era l, s im ila r  to  that 
o f the m ach in e. M ech an ica l tim e is  v a lu a b le  as a  m ean s  
o f co -ord ination  o f  a ctiv ities  in  a h ig h ly  d eve lop ed  soc ie ty , 
just as the m a ch in e  is  v a lu a b le  as a m ean s o f  red ucing  
unnecessary lab or  to  a m in im u m . B oth  are v a lu a b le  for  
the contribu tion  th ey  m ake to th e  sm ooth  ru n n in g  o f  soc ie ty , 
and sh ou ld  b e u sed  in so fa r  as th ey  ass ist m en  to  co-operate  
efficiently and to  e lim in a te  m o n o to n o u s to il and so c ia l co n ­
fu sion . B ut n eith er  sh ou ld  b e a llo w ed  to dom in ate m en ’s 
lives as th ey  do today.

N o w  the m ovem en t o f  th e  c lo ck  se ts  the tem p o o f  m en ’s 
liv es— th e y  becom e the servan t o f  th e  con cep t o f  tim e w hich  
th ey  th em selves have m ade, and are h eld  in  fear, lik e  Frank­
enstein  by h is ow n m onster. In a san e  and free  soc ie ty  
such  an arbitrary d om in ation  o f  m an ’s  fu n ctio n s b y  either  
c lo ck  or m ach in e w ou ld  o b v io u s ly  b e ou t o f  th e  q u estion . 
T he d om in ation  o f  m an by the creation  o f  m an  is  even  
m ore r id icu lo u s than th e  d om in ation  o f  m an  by m an. 
M ech an ica l tim e w ou ld  be relegated  to its  true fu n ction  
o f  a  m ean s o f  referen ce and co -ord in ation , and m en w ould  
return again  to  a b a lan ced  view  o f  l i f e  no lon ger  dom inated  
by tim e-regu la tion  and the w orsh ip  o f  the c lock . C om p lete  
lib erty  im p lie s  freed om  from  the tyran n y  o f  abstractions  
a s w ell a s from  the ru le  o f  m en.

GEORGE WOODCOCK

A m e rica n  T ech n o logy: M y tit vs« R e a lity

John J. Brown

W IT H  lit t le  or n o th in g  in the w ay o f  consum er g o o d s  
to s e l l ,  m an y  m an ufacturers h a v e  ceased  ly in g  
ab out their  prod u cts , and h a v e  taken to  ly in g  about 

how  their  w ar w eap on s w ere d evelop ed . A fter  b e in g  su b ­
jected to s k illfu l p rop agan d a  o f  th is sort, the average citizen  
com es to fe e l that A m erican s are th e  m ost in ven tive  p eo p le  
on earth. T h is  is  a d an gerou s b e lie f  to  h o ld , n o t o n ly  
because it is  fa lse , but becau se it lead s to a co m p la cen cy  
in our d ea lin g s w ith  other n a tio n s that w ill  do  us harm .*  
The U . S. is  actu a lly  backw ard in in ven tion  in  com parison  
with other W estern n ation s.

I
T he h istory  o f  A m erican  sc ien ce  and tech n o lo g y  has 

never been ad eq u ate ly  treated , b ecau se  our cu ltu re  has 
developed sc ien tis ts  rather than h isto r ia n s o f  id eas. T he  
pace o f  sc ien ce  h as been  too  fa s t in  recent years fo r  even  
the m ost n im b le  o f  h istorian s to fo llo w ; and m oreover, it is 
difficult to  ob ta in  unb iased  in form ation  about m odern  in ­
dustry, even in  the la rg e  lib raries . F or these reasons, an 
im aginative ad vertis in g  m an can say  just about w hat he 
likes about the h istory  o f  in ven tion , secure in  the k n ow l­
edge that he w ill n o t soon  be d isp ro v ed .1

Som e m onths a g o  G eneral E lec tr ic  took  over an ev en in g  
new s broadcast w hich  had p rev io u s ly  been  a com p eten tly  
run and sa t is fy in g  affa ir . In a v ery  short tim e th ey  su c­
ceeded in ru in in g  it b y  too  lib era l d o ses  o f  m outhy  and  
blatant advertising . T hey  began  by c a ll in g  G eneral E lec­
tric “w orld  lead ers in  e lec tro n ic  research” . N o w  th is  is

*Cf. th is  d e sc rip tio n  o f th e  p sy ch o lo g ica l a t t i tu d e  o f  A m erican  
so ld iers a rriv in g  o v e rsea s : “ O u r m ilita ry  s tr e n g th  h as b een  so  ex ­
agg era ted  by boys fed  on th e  c la im s of p a tr io tic  ad v e rtise m e n ts  and  
ill-advised o ra to ry  th a t  th ey  have to  m ak e  a d ju s tm e n ts  to r e a l i ty  In 
b a ttle  a reas . T h e y  a re  su rp r ise d  . . .  to  find th a t  th e  G erm an s’ 
equ ipm en t is on th e  a v e ra g e  as good a s  th e ir s  a n d  in  c e r ta in  in s ta n c e s  
b etter. T h ey  find B r itish  f ig h te r  a i r c ra f t ,  n o ta b ly  th e  S p itfires , co m ­
m and g re a te r  re sp ec t fro m  th e  G erm an  p ilo ts  th a n  a n y  o th e r  a i r ­
c ra ft.”  (D rew  M id d le to n  in  N . Y . T im e s  M a g a zin e , M a y  2, 1943.)

i. ch ild ish  sort o f  lie , on e w hich  can be ex p o sed  b y  an yon e  
w ith  even  an e lem en tary  k n o w led g e  o f  the sc ien ce . A n yon e  
w ho co u ld  say  th is w ith  a stra igh t fa ce  m u st n ever have  
heard o f  A .T . and T . or R .C .A . in A m erica , o f  the T elefu n k en  
in d u str ies in B er lin , or o f  the m an y  e x ce llen t E n g lish  m an u ­
facturers o f  e lec tro n ic  dev ices. I f  G eneral E lectr ic  is  r ea lly  a 
w orld  leader in  e lec tron ic  research  it is  stran ge that the 
S ig n a l C orps o f  th e  U . S. A rm y h as to  im p ort m ost o f  its 
radar eq u ip m en t from  C anada and E ngland .

G ood rich , fo llo w in g  the sam e lin e , te l ls  the w orld  re­
p ea ted ly  that it is “ first in  rubber” . N o w  th e m a n u fa c­
ture o f  rubber, e sp e c ia lly  the syn th etic  rubbers, is  a branch  
c f  in d u str ia l ch em istry  in w h ich  the G erm ans are s t ill a d ­
m itted ly  su p er ior .2 T hey began the study becau se  th ey  had  
to , and carried  their  research to a h igh  sta te  o f  d ev e lo p ­
m ent lo n g  b e fo re  our natural rubber su p p ly  w as cut off. 
H ad G oodrich  r e a lly  been  “ first in  rubber” , one w ou ld  
th ink th at Standard O il w ou ld  have bou gh t b a sic  patents 
from  the A m erican  com p an y , instead  o f  gettin g  its fingers  
burned try in g  to obtain  second-rate p rocesses from  I. G. 
F arbenindustrie.

M en w ho w rite rad io  ad vertis in g  fo r  G en eral E lectr ic  
sh ou ld  know  som eth in g  ab ou t th e  h istory  o f  e lec tro n ic  d is­
coveries, and th ose  w ho w rite fo r  G oodrich  sh ou ld  know  
som eth in g  o f  th e  h istory  o f  syn th etics. E very sch o la r  know s 
that error is like th e  p lagu e. O nce it s l ip s  in to  c irc u la ­
tion  there is  no te llin g  how  far it w ill spread. T h is  loose  
talk about A m erican  in ven tion  is  now  ap p earin g  on a ll  
sorts o f  broadcasts. On the C hesterfield  program , w hich  
advertises c igarettes, and w h ich  th erefore  sh ou ld  b e im ­
m u n e from  talk o f  A m erican  in ven tiven ess, w e hear the 
sam e p it ifu l sort o f  lie . In a recent broadcast the C hester­
fie ld  booster to ld  us that w e in g en io u s  A m erican s had good  
reason for pride, becau se the five greatest in ven tion s o f  
m odern  tim es, the te lep h on e , su b m arin e, a u tom ob ile , te le ­
graph , and a irp lan e, w ere a ll  inven ted  by A m ericans. Even
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i f  these rea lly  w ere th e  five  greatest in ven tion s o f  m odern  
tim es (w h ich  is  h ig h ly  d o u b tfu l) ,  to  sa y  that they are  
A m erican  in ven tion s is  sheer n on sen se . A lth ou gh  it  is  diffi­
cu lt to  sa y  w ith  certa in ty  ju st w hen an in ven tion  w as co n ­
ceived , sch o la rs are n ow  fa ir ly  w e ll agreed  that n o t on e o f  
the d ev ices m en tion ed  w as invented  b y  an A m erican . B e ll, 
w h o m ay have been ch iefly  r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  te lep h on e, 
w as a S co t w h o h appened  to b e liv in g  in  C anada w hen the  
idea  fo r  the in ven tion  cam e to h im  in  1871 . T en  years  
b efore , on e P h illip  R eis , a  G erm an, h ad  b u ilt  an in stru ­
m ent w h ich , op eratin g  on  the sam e p r in c ip le , w ou ld  trans­
m it so u n d s over a w ire. T h e  subm arine seem s to  h ave  
been invented  in  E n glan d  in  the seventeen th  cen tury , and  
the first n a v a l su bm arine w as b u ilt  in  F ran ce fo r  the French  
governm en t. T here is  a  con troversy  am on g h isto r ia n s o f  
sc ien ce  as to  w hether th e  au tom ob ile  w as invented  b y  an  
A u strian  or a G erm an, b u t th ere is  n o  qu estion  o f  any  
A m erican h a v in g  had an yth in g  to  do w ith  it. A n e lec tr ic  
te legrap h  w as in  u se in  S w itzerlan d  b efore  the A m erican  
R evo lu tion . M orse, an A m erican , w as m ere ly  the first to  
a p p ly  som e o f  F araday’s d iscover ies  to  m ake the first p rac­
tica l re c o rd in g  te legrap h . T h is  is  an  accom p lish m en t, but 
it  is  n ot to  be con fu sed  w ith  in v en tin g  the te legrap h . T he  
in ven tion  o f  th e  a irp la n e  is  an im m en se ly  com p lica ted  
qu estion , and there is  n o  doubt that the W right brothers  
m ade som e o f  th e  m ost im portan t d iscover ies in  av iation  
h istory . B ut m an y m en  w ere w ork in g  on these sam e p rob ­
lem s at d ifferen t p la c e s  at ab ou t th e  sam e tim e, and it is  
a lm ost im p o ssib le  to  say  w ho w a s th e  first to  a p p ly  a g iven  
p rin c ip le . It is  certa in , h ow ever, th e  sch o o l text-books  
n otw ith stan d ing , that th e  W righ ts w ere n o t th e  first to 
fly a su ccessfu l m o d e l;  that th ey  w ere n o t th e  first to  fly  
b y  m ech an ica l m ean s; and th at they w ere n o t th e  first 
to  g e t o ff th e  grou n d  in  a se lf-p ow ered , heavier-than-air  
m ach in e. A b ility  to  in v en t is  a rare g if t— on e w h ich  no  
reason ab le  nation  w ou ld  th ink  o f  arrogatin g  to  it se lf .3 It 
is  a g if t  that is  h eld  b y  a  sm a ll m in ority  in  a ll  c iv ilized  
n ation s.

A dvertisers in th e  m agazin es, a lth ough  m ore guarded  in 
their  statem ents, h a v e  th e  sam e b lith e  d isregard  fo r  truth. 
S o m e m on ths ago  w e w ere to ld  o f  a great n ew  A m erican  
in ven tion , th e  deep  d raw in g  o f  steel to  m ake cartridge  
cases. It seem s that w hen th e  war broke ou t w e w ere  
cau gh t w ithout enou gh  brass for sh e ll cases, so , w ith  typ ica l 
A m erican  in gen u ity , w e  figured  ou t a  w'ay to  m ak e them  
o f  som eth in g  e lse . T he true story  o f  th e  m ak in g  o f  steel 
cartridge cases, as to ld  in  F ortu n e , is  som eth in g  le ss  h ero ic . 
In  1941 , th e  lea d in g  steel fab rica tors w ere in v ited , one by  
on e, to  try  to  m ake the cases o f  stee l. F or n ear ly  a year 
th ey  passed  throu gh  F rankford  A rsen a l in m e la n ch o ly  p ro ­
cess ion , u n til o n e  o f  th e  la s t m en ca lled  fin a lly  had  to ad­
m it that stee l just w as n ot su ited  to  sh e ll cases. A s F ortu n e  
te lls  it:

“  ‘T hat’s too  bad ’, sa id  L ieutenan t C o lo n el L. S. 
F letcher. ‘T he G erm ans are m ak in g  cartridge  
cases out o f  steel'.

‘T he h e ll y o u  sa y ’, sa id  M r. P atterson , (th e  steel 
m a n ) . ‘G ive m e a m on th .’ ” 4

O nce figh tin g  sp irit w as aroused , it w as n o t lo n g  before  
a  p ractica l m eth od  o f  d eep  d raw in g  th e  ca ses  had been  
d evelop ed , and soon  d ozens o f  com p an ies w ere in p rod u c­

tio n . A  b la st o f  fa ls e  ad vertisin g  im m ed ia te ly  tried  to  g ive  
the im p ression  that h igh -in ten sity  am m u n ition  load ed  in 
cop p er-p la ted  stee l ca ses w as som eth in g  n ew  and ty p ica lly  
A m erican . A t a lm ost th e  sam e tim e on e o f  th e  sportin g
m agazin es, w h ich  carried  som e o f  th is  fa ls e  advertising
in the sam e issu e , p u b lish ed  a p ictu re  o f  som e G erm an  
cartridge b o x es  captured  in  N orth  A fr ica , on  w h ich  was 
m arked  in  b o ld  letters, “ S tah l m it K o p fer .” J T o be 
s tr ic tly  honest, th e  ad vertis in g  on th is  m atter shou ld  
read: “A fter  tw o years o f  effort, and a fter  sp en d in g  an 
am ount o f  m on ey  that is best le f t  to  th e  taxp ayer’s im ag in ­
a tion , U . S . in d u stry  h as su cceed ed  in  tu rn in g  o u t steel
sh e ll ca ses ju st as good  a s  th ose  used b y  th e  G erm ans” .

A u th orita tive  tech n ica l m agazin es su ch  a s  th e  A m erica n  
R ifle m a n  are frank to adm it that con tin en ta l p ow ers are 
s t ill  ah ead  o f  u s in  th e  study o f  b a llis tic s . T h e  L uger has 
a lw a y s been  th e  m ost h ig h ly  p rized  o f  sm a ll arm s; the 
u tility  gu n  (sh otgu n  and rifle co m b in ed ) w as com m on p lace  
in  E urop e tw enty years b e fo re  it w as h a iled  here as the 
la test p rod u ct o f  A m erican  in g en u ity ; an d  th e  u se o f  rifled  
lead  s lu g s  fo r  b ig  gam e h a s  had  a s im ila r  h istory .6 T hese  
facts  are w e ll know n to  m en  w ho lo v e  gu n s, but th e  ordin­
ary m an k n ow s n o th in g  o f  them , and as a resu lt h as no  
d efen ce  a ga in st frau d u len t ad vertisin g  c la im s in  th is field.

2
M ost ser iou s in vestigators tod ay  b e liev e  that p recise ly  

th e  o p p osite  to  w hat th e  advertisers say  is  true. T h ey  b e­
lie v e  that A m erican s, for va r io u s reason s, are actu a lly  less 
in ven tive  as a group  than are m ost E uropean  n a tio n s .7 
T h ey  b e liev e  further that in  ad d ition  to p rod u cin g  few er 
o r ig in a l in ven tion s, w e are le ss  efficient in  m ak in g  fu l l  and 
im m ed iate u se  o f  th e  in ven tion s w e have. Let u s look  at 
th e  qu estion  o f  in ven tion s first. Far fro m  b e in g  out in  
fron t, U .S . is  a c tu a lly  beh ind  other w estern  E uropean  
n a tio n s in the num ber o f  b a sic  in v en tio n s d eve lop ed  by  
native-born  c itizen s. In  e lec tro n ics , a lth ou gh  a ll nations  
w ere w ork in g  on  U H F  p rob lem s (r a d a r ) , th ere  is  little  
d ou b t that the B ritish  and G erm ans w ere first to  e v o lv e  the 
ap paratus in  a p ractica l form . T he stee l w ire recorder  
h a iled  w ith  such  d e lig h t by th e  p ress  a  few  w eeks ago  w as 
b e in g  m ad e com m erc ia lly  in  G erm any in  1 9 3 8 .8 O ur te le ­
v is io n  in d u stry  w as turned  u p sid e  dow n in  1941  w hen the 
B ritish  an nounced  tw o rad ica l d eve lop m en ts; th eir  new  
Skiatron  tube, and the new  su p erson ic  recep tion  system .9 
H en ry  K aiser’s n ew  m eth od  o f  m ak in g  m agn esiu m  w as in ­
ven ted  b y  an a lien  nam ed H an sg irg , and w as first used  at 
R adentheim , A u str ia .10 R ad ian t h eatin g , w h ich  th e  adver­
t is in g  m en  te ll  u s w ill  b e  used  ex c lu s iv e ly  in  “ th e  h om e of 
tom orrow ” , is  ex c lu s iv e ly  a B ritish  in ven tion 1 \  T he d iesel 
en g in e  w as invented  b y  o n e  G erm an, and the g a so lin e  tur­
b in e, w h ich  w ill  som ed ay  rep la ce  a ll rec iprocatin g  engines, 
b y  an oth er.12 In  m ed ic in e , the G erm ans w ere p io n eers in 
th e  fie ld  o f  syn th etic  drugs, and had d evelop ed  atabrine  
fro m  co a l tar as ea r ly  as 1 9 3 3 .13 A erom ed ica l research, 
n o w  b e in g  carried  on  b y  D r. F u lton  o f  Y a le  and others, 
h ad  been brought to  e  h igh  sta te  o f  d eve lop m en t in G er­
m an y b efore  the war b egan .14 T h ese  are o n ly  a  few  e x ­
am p les, chosen  at random  from  a sm a ll n um ber o f  fie ld s. 
I b e liev e  that the list m igh t be extended  a lm ost indefin itely .

T h ere  is  a good  reason fo r  our b e in g  on e o f  th e  less
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inventive n a tio n s o f  the w orld . M en w h o are b lessed  w ith  
an abundance o f  n atu ra l p rod u cts do n o t stra in  th eir  w its 
learn ing  how  to  m ak e syn th etics . N ecessity , tru ly , is  the  
m other o f  in ven tion , and fo r  tw en ty  y ea rs  G erm any, and  
to a lesser ex ten t a ll  E urop ean  cou n tr ies , have had  the  
necessity . P erh ap s a ty p ic a l ex a m p le  o f  h ow  th e  in cen tive  
to invent is  la ck in g  in  A m erica  is  fou n d  in  the story  o f  
m aking stee l su ita b le  fo r  b a ll b earin gs. F or  years D r. 
H aakon S tyri, the N o rw eg ia n  m eta llu rg ist, fo u g h t to get  
U. S. stee l m il ls  to  m ak e a  p rod u ct g o o d  enou gh  fo r  h is  
b a ll bearin gs, and fo r  years h e fou n d  it n ecessary  to keep  
g o in g  back to  S w eden  fo r  h is  stee l. O n ly  w hen the war 
cut off th e  S w ed ish  su p p ly  en tire ly  d id  our m eta llu rg ists  
get together and p ro d u ce  in g o ts  o f  the requ ired  q u a lity .13

N ot o n ly  h as the v o lu m e o f  in ven tion  in  A m erica  fa lle n  
far sh ort o f  w hat m igh t b e exp ected , but w e have fa ile d  
to m ake qu ick  and effective  u se  o f  th e  in v en tio n s at hand. 
The reasons fo r  th is  are m an y and var iou s , an d  so m e  o f  
them are tick lish  to d iscu ss in  war tim e, becau se  they p o in t  
up basic  d e fic ien c ies  in  our eco n o m ic  system . M ilitary  c o n ­
servatism  is  o n e  im p ortan t reason w h y w e do n ot m ak e better  
use o f  our in ven tion s. F . M . rad io , n ow  in  u se on  a ll  
fronts, w as rejected  by the n avy  a s  la te  as 19 3 9 ! In  1941  
A rm strong w as s t i l l  p u b lic ly  o ffer in g  th e  u se o f  it fr ee  to 
the arm y.10 E ven th e  tank , w h ich  m ost o f  u s con sid er  to 
be a b asic  w eapon  o f  m odern  w arfare, has n ot yet been  
adopted as standard  b y  th e  W ar D epartm ent. A t least, 
this is  the ex cu se  g iven  fo r  w ith h o ld in g  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  in  ro y ­
alties ow ed  to  J. S. C hristie, sa id  to b e th e  in ven tor o f  the  
tank.

The state o f  the U . S . paten t law s is  an oth er  reason  for  
our in a b ility  to  m ake fu ll u se o f  ou r in v en tio n s .17 In 
England and G erm any, th e  governm ent, w hen it agrees that 
a device m erits a p aten t, a lso  agrees to  d efen d  that patent 
at its ex p en se . In  other w ords, th ese  govern m en ts take  
fu ll resp o n s ib ility  fo r  th e  paten ts they issu e . U nder the  
U. S. law , it  is  le f t  to  th e  fed era l courts to  d ec id e  w hether  
or not a  paten t h as been  in fr in g ed , and as a resu lt the  
benefits from  an in ven tion  to o  o ften  go  to th e  corp oration  
that can h ire  th e  b est law yer. S in ce  h is  p rop erty  is  n ot  
adequately  p rotected  b y  th e  law , the in ven tor can n ot b e  
blam ed e ither fo r  su p p ressin g  h is  d iscovery , or fo r  g iv in g  
up in ven tion  a ltogeth er , and ta k in g  h is ta len ts  to  other  
fields.

But th e  m a in  reason  w hy w e fa il to  m ake fu l l  u se  o f  
our in ven tors is u n d ou b ted ly  th e  breakdow n o f  th e  “ free  
enterprise" sy stem .18 T h e la rg e  corp ora tion s, w ho do m ost  
of the ta lk in g  ab ou t freedom  o f  en terp rise , are the ones  
who want it least. In  the rad io  in d u stry , u p  an d  com in g  
young p lan ts  like D uM ont, S y lv a n ia , and T o b e  D eutsch- 
mann are look ed  u pon  w ith  d istrust b y  th e  b ig  three. 
E ngineers w ho can th ink w ith ou t th eir  s l id e  ru les  agree  
that one im portan t reason  fo r  the s lo w  d evelop m en t o f  e le c ­
tronics in th is  cou n try  b efore  th e  w ar w a s th e  fa c t that it 
was a m o n o p o ly  o f  the la rg e  corp ora tion s.18 M ajor A rm ­
strong w ho batted  h is  b ra in s ou t aga in st a  stubborn  C on ­
gress from  1 936  on , try in g  to g et them  to a llo t  sp ace  in  
the air fo r  h is  F . M . rad io , w o u ld  a g ree  to  th is .20 R .C .A . 
was chiefly  resp o n s ib le  fo r  the sh e lv in g  o f  A rm stron g’s 
in vention ,21 w h ich  resu lted  in  our b e in g  cau gh t w ith ou t a 

asic m ilita ry  w eapon  w hen w ar cam e, but th is  fa c t d oes

n o t prevent R .C .A . from  ad vertis in g  in  g lo w in g  term s about 
its w ar effort. F lu o rescen t lig h tin g  is  another ex a m p le  o f  
an in ven tion  sq u elch ed  b y  vested  in terests in  th e  e lec tron ics  
in d u stry .22 In sp ite  o f  its “better lig h t  m ean s better s ig h t” 
ad vertisin g , and in  sp ite * o f  the fact th at flu orescen t b u lb s  
g iv e  better lig h t, G eneral E lectr ic  h a s  tried  fo r  years to  
d iscou rage the u se o f  th is v a lu a b le  in ven tion . T h e  tro u b le  
is  that fluorescent b u lb s g iv e  tw ice  as m uch  lig h t on a 
g iven  am ou n t o f  e lec tr ic ity , th u s cu ttin g  in to  the sa le s  o f  
both  the e lec tr ic  co m p a n ies and the m an u factu rers o f  M azda  
b u lb s. T he D ep artm ent o f  Ju stice  h as recen tly  filed  in ­
d ictm en ts a ga in st G eneral E lectr ic , W estin gh ou se , and sev ­
era l u tilit ie s  co m p a n ies fo r  their  part in  th is particu lar  
job . B ut th is  su it sh ares the w eakn ess o f  a ll our anti-trust 
le g is la tio n  in  that it  w orks o n ly  on  th e  post-m ortem  lev e l, 
try in g  to a llo ca te  b la m e  after the dam age h as been done.

M ost o f  the great corp ora tion s, in  sp ite  o f  their  m a g n ifi­
cent research  lab ora tor ies , are h ig h ly  in h ib ited  w hen it 
com es to d ev e lo p in g  rad ica l in v en tio n s .23 T hey  m ust think  
in  term s o f  stock h o ld ers and d iv id en d s, and b a sic  ch an ges  
caused  b y  in v en tio n s o ften  in v o lv e  a lo ss . Tt w ill  com e as 
a su rp rise  to  m ost m agazin e  readers to  learn  that ju st about 
a ll  o f  the im portan t in ven tion s in th is war cam e fro m  c iv i l i ­
ans and am ateurs ou ts id e  the large corp oration s. M oss  
p r a c tic a lly  p ed d led  h is turbosupercharger fro m  d oor to 
d o o r; N ieu w la n d  o f  N o tre  D am e w as chiefly  resp o n s ib le  
fo r  ou r first sy n th etic  rubb er; n o n e  o f  the great rad io  com ­
p an ies h ad  an y th in g  to do w ith  th e  in ven tion  o f  F . M . H ere  
aga in , th e  l is t  co u ld  be grea tly  extended . T h e  p la in  fact  
seem s to  b e  that w h ile  th e  b ig  in d u str ia l lab oratories do  
e x c e lle n t  w ork  in  d ev e lo p in g  and p er fec tin g  other m en ’s 
id eas, th ey  v ery  se ld om  com e out w ith  a n y th in g  r a d ica lly  
new .

A lth o u g h  th is is  th e  fact, th e  w artim e ad vertis in g  o f  m ost  
o f  th e  large  co rp o ra tio n s is  d ed ica ted  to p ro v in g  ju st the  
op p o site . G eneral E lectr ic  sp eak s o f  F . M . rad io  as i f  it 
had inven ted  it ;  R .C .A . sp eaks p a tern a lly  ab ou t it s  radar  
eq u ip m en t; and th e  tire  m an u factu rers to a  m an ta lk  o f  
sy n th etic  rubber as i f  it  w ere  th eir  ow n id ea . S om etim es  
th is ad vertisin g  overstep s itse lf , as in  th is gem  from  C orn­
in g  G lass:

“ R ight n o w , C orn ing  and th e  rest o f  th e  A m erican  
g la ss  in d u stry  is  en gaged  in  sh o w in g  H itler  w hat 
free  en terp rise  can  d o .”

T o th ose  w ho know  how  d eep ly  C orn ing  G lass is  in vo lved  
in  the b ig  anti-trust g la s s  su it, th is sen ten ce  h a s  a d o u b le  
m ean in g  that is  h ig h ly  lu d icrou s.

3
O ne reason  fo r  the fa l l  o f  F ran ce w as that she le t the 

v o lu m e o f  her research  w ork in  the sc ien ces fa l l  off. From  
m o tiv es o f  econ om y, sh e took  to b u y in g  m an u factu r in g  
righ ts to  G erm an p aten ts, rather than to co n tin u in g  to  d e­
v e lo p  her owm. T h is  w as a risky  b u sin ess, even  in  p eace­
tim e, because the G erm ans tended  to  s e l l  o n ly  their  secon d  
best, but w hen w ar cam e the su p p ly  w as e n tire ly  cut off, 
w ith  fa ta l resu lts. W e m u st en cou rage our in ven tors b y  
ch a n g in g  the p aten t law s so  that p rop erty  is  r e a lly  p ro ­
tected  b y  th e  governm ent. But th is a lo n e  is  n o t  en ou gh . 
S o m e system  o f  fr ee  trade in  in v e n t io n ,- or a t least free  
access on th e  part o f  the govern m en t to  th e  book s o f  re­
search  lab oratories, is  n ecessary  to  keep  im p ortan t dis-



27 0

coveries from  b e in g  su p p ressed .24 A  r a d ica lly  new  idea  
n ear ly  a lw a y s in v o lv es  an  im m ed iate lo ss  to  the m a n u fa c­
turer. s in ce  new  d ie s  m ust be m ade, and new  m an u factu rin g  
tech n iq u es arranged. S u p p ress ion  o f  new  id eas h as b e ­
com e such  an accep ted  practice in  in d u stry  th at it  now  
h a rd ly  arouses com m en t.25 In  p eacetim e o n ly  th e  consum er  
lo ses , and the resu lts o f  the p ractice  are p erh ap s n o t very  
seriou s, but in  tim e o f  w ar it co sts us m oney, su ffering  
and liv es. T he m agn etic  tape recorder, an nounced  w ith  
so  m uch  fa n fa re  in  the U . S . p ress o n ly  a few  w eeks ago, 
w as used b y  the G erm ans in  the cam p aign  in  P o lan d . T hey  
had been m ade ex p er im en ta lly  here fo r  severa l years, and  
p ictu res had appeared  in  the tech n ica l m agazin es, but th ey  
co u ld  n ot buck th e  4 0  m ill io n  d o lla r  record in dustry , and  
the idea  w as put asid e . It is the sam e story  w ith  M ajor  
A rm stron g’s  F .M . rad io , M cM illen ’s m ethod  o f  aeria l n a v i­
g a tion , fluorescent lig h tin g , S h erid an ’s in take ice  preventer, 
eco n o m ica l g a so lin e  en g in es , an d  so  on dow n th e  lo n g  and  
m ela n ch o ly  list.

A s I see  it, on e o f  our greatest h an d icap s as a nation  
is our ad o lescen t o e l ie f  that w e are the greatest, largest, 
best, m ost in ven tive , m ost im portant nation  on  earth , and  
n oth in g  can ch an ge th is  d iv in e  p la n . S om ed ay  w e sh a ll 
h ave  to take a m ore en ligh ten ed  and ad u lt v iew  o f  the 
w orld , and the soon er w e arrive  at th is  state o f  m aturity , 
the better it w ill  b e  fo r  everyon e . S in ce  th is w ar is  a stru g­
g le  o f  com p etin g  tech n o lo g ies , the nation  w ith  th e  m ost 
advanced tech n o lo g y  at th e  end o f  the war (n o t n ow ) w ill 
b e  d eclared  the w inner. J u d g in g  from  the in form ation  
a v a ila b le  to  c iv ilia n s , it  seem s that our tech n o lo g y  is  now  
at least eq u a l to  the G erm an, but at th e  p resen t sta te  o f  
sc ien tific  p rogress it w ou ld  take very little  to  turn the sca le .

Just on e invention  stands betw een the G erm ans and total 
v ictory . T he nation  w h ich  d iscovers the secret o f  trans­
m ittin g  p o w erfu l e lec tr ic  ch arges th rough  the ether w ill  
w in the war hand s dow n. T h is  d iscovery  is  p rob ab ly  o n ly  
a m atter o f  tim e, because it is  p o ss ib le  r igh t n ow  to  lig h t  
an e lec tr ic  b u lb  w h ich  h as n o  con n ection  w ith any sou rce o f  
e lec tr ic ity . A  m ore p o w erfu l transm itter o f  th is k in d  w ou ld  
in terfere  w ith  the ig n itio n  system  o f  a ll  en g in es , and w ould  
a u to m a tica lly  im m ob ilize  a ll  enem y tanks, p la n es , and  
t iu ck s. T h is  w ou ld  be the defin ite  answ er to  b om b in g , and  
w ith  th is in ven tion , H itler’s  roofless fortress w ou ld  be  
ro o fed  w ith  stee l. T ech n o lo g y  is  n o  le s s  active  in the 
d evelop m en t o f  o ffen sive  w eap on s. T h e search  for new  
and m ore p o w erfu l ex p lo s iv e s  is  n ow  b ein g  carried  on 
fev er ish ly  in  G erm any, and it sh ou ld  b e carried  on  w ith  
eq u a l fever here. Som e ch em ists b e liev e  that a n ew  super  
e x p lo s iv e  w as a c tu a lly  d iscovered  a t O ppau , G erm any, in  
1 9 2 1 .20 W e sh a ll never know  for certain , becau se  the in ­
ven tor o f  th e  e x p lo s iv e  d ied  in the accid en ta l b last. T h is  
e x p lo s io n  d u g  a h o le  fifty  feet deep and 2 5 0  feet in  d iam e­
ter, and its con cu ssion  caused  d am age at a d istan ce  o f  53  
m iles. W hat th is e x p lo s iv e  w ou ld  do to a  c ity  lik e  L ondon  
is  n ot p leasan t to  con tem p late . T here is  n o  reason w hy  
G erm an ch em ists sh ou ld  find th is e x p lo s iv e  b e fo re  w e do, 
excep t that G erm an sc ien ce  and tech n o lo g y  is  fu lly  m o b i­
lized  fo r  w ar, w h ile  ours is  not.

E d ito r  s  P o s ts c r ip t :  Ju st a s th is  is su e  g o es  to  p ress , 
“ P e r tin a x ” , w r it in g  in  th e  N . Y . T im es fo r  S e p t. 2 7 , co n ­
firm s in  a s tr ik in g  w a y  M r. B ro w n ’s la s t p o in t. “S o m e  ex ­

p e r ts ,” he w r ite s , “a re  in c lin e d  to  b e lie v e  th a t th e  ‘m y th  o f  
th e  se c re t w ea p o n ’ so  ti r e le s s ly  sp r e a d  b y  D r. J o sep h  G oeb- 
b e ls ’ p ro p a g a n d a  p e rh a p s  re f le c ts  in o rd in a te  ex p ec ta tio n s  
fo s te r e d  b y  G erm an  sc ien tis ts  a t w o r k  in  th e ir  la b o ra to r ie s , 
bu t ex p e c ta tio n s  th a t m a y  n o t be  d e p r iv e d  o f  a l l  fa c tu a l 
basis. T h ose  sc ien tis ts  w o u ld  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  been  en gaged  
f o r  m on th s in  a  fa n ta s tic  race a g a in s t tim e . H en ce  the im ­
p o r ta n c e  o f  b r in g in g  G erm a n y  to  su rren d er  a t th e  e a rlie s t 
d a te .”
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V A S T  U. S. S C H E M E  W IL L  H E L P  F R A N C E

O n e  Plan W ill G iv e  Im m ediate A id  to  People  

Second to  Reconstruct Econom y

F R E N C H  W IL L  P A Y  F O R  A L L

— H ead lines in N . Y. Times, A u g .  9, 1944.
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C l a s s ,  S t a t u s ,  P a r t y *
M ax W eber

Translated and Edited by H . H . Gerth and C. W right Mills

A N O T E  O N  M A X  W E B E R —
M ax W eb er , a  c o n te m p o ra ry  o f  L en in  a n d  R ich a rd  

Strauss, has been  c a lle d  th e  “M a rx  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie .”  H e  
in h erited  h is  c e n tra l q u estio n s  f r o m  M a rx : H o w  d id  O cc i­
den ta l c a p ita lism  c o m e  a b o u t?  W h a t is its  ch a ra c ter?  
W here is i t  g o in g ?  W ith  M a rx  h e sh a red  th e  p e rsp e c tiv e  
o f  w o r ld  h is to r y  a n d  th e  in teres t in  eco n o m ics a n d  so c ie ty .

Y e t th e  ro le  o f  id ea s  a n d  o f  in te re s ts  in  h is to ry  is  the  
m ajor th em e  o f  W eb er’s  s tu d ie s . H e c o n tin u a lly  p u z z le d  
over th e  w id e  d ifferen ces be tw een  th e  o u tco m e o f  m a n ’s 
action an d  w h a t th e  a c to r  in ten ded .- T he lo g ic  o f  h is to ry , 
he th ough t, d o e s  n o t co in c id e  iv ith  th e  ca lcu la tio n  o f  h is to ry  
m akers— lea s t o f  a l l  w ith  th o se  o f  even t-m a k in g  m en . Is 
man, then , d o o m e d  fo r e v e r  to  fo o l  h im s e lf?  W h y  is  i t  th a t 
m odern  in d u s tr ia l c a p ita lism , on e ty p e  a m o n g  o th ers , re­
qu ired  a  va n g u a rd  o f  m id d le -c la ss  P u ritan s, o f  s a in tly  m en  
tvho m ea n t to  se rve  G o d  bu t w h o  u n w ittin g ly  p ro m o te d  
cap ita lism , w h ich , on ce  in  th e  sa d d le , c o u ld  d isp e n se  w ith  
re lig io n ?  A n d  w h y  d id  m o d ern  c a p ita lism  a r ise  o n ly  in  
the O cc id en t?  W h y  n o t in  a n tiq u ity  o r  in  C h in a , o r  In d ia ?  
In search in g  f o r  an sw ers , W eb er  w e n t to  th e  P ru ssian  
Junker’s esta te , to  th e  la lifu n d ia  o f  a n c ien t R o m e  a n d  the  
p lan ta tion  o f  th e  o ld  S ou th , fr o m  th e  te x t i le  m ills  o f  W est-  
fa lia  to  th e  w o o l m erch a n ts  o f  th e  c i ty  o f  L on don . M odern  
m u nition  m a k ers a n d  P a rsee  tra d e rs , R o m a n  ban kers and  
the m odern  s to c k  exch an ge, In d ian  ca stes  a n d  th e  C h inese  
m andarin  b u rea u cra cy , th e  sa lva tio n  p ro p h ec ie s  o f  w o r ld  
re lig ion s a n d  th e  iv o r ld ’s le g a l sy s te m s  cam e u n d er h is  
so c io lo g ica l sc ru tin y .

L ike  M a rx ’s, th e  w o rk  o f  W eb er rem a in ed  a  to r so ;  m o s t  
o f it w as p u b lish e d  p o s th u m o u sly . E ven tw e n ty  y e a rs  a f te r  
W eber’s d ea th  m o s t o f  h is  w o rk  s t i l l  w a its  to  be a ss im ila ted . 
So fa r , W eb er’s m e th o d o lo g ic a l se lf-c la r if ica tio n  a n d  the  
ju s tifica tion  o f  w h a t he w as d o in g  in  th e  fa c e  o f  H e id e lb e rg  
ph ilo so p h ers  has m a in ly  co n cern ed  a ca d em ic  so c io lo g y .  
His su b s ta n tive  w o r k  is a  ch a lle n g in g  b eq u est an d  h is in ­
fluence is sp rea d in g .

W eber, again  lik e  M arx , w as d e e p ly  co n cern ed  w ith  m a n s  
freedom . T h a t is  w h y  he fo c u se d  u p o n  the co m p u ls ive  
character o f  in s titu tio n s  a n d  the w e ig h t o f  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  
m ilita ry  p o w er . P e rso n a lly , he w as p o w e r le s s , a  so lita ry  
figure: th e J erem ia h  o f  G erm an  im p e r ia lism . In  va in  he  
scanned th e  G erm an  h orizo n  in  search  o f  a  s tra tu m  fit to  
lead  G erm a n y  su c c e s s fu lly  th ro u g h  an  a g e  o f  im p e r ia lis t

* F rom  W irtsc h a ft u n d  G ese llsch a ft,  (T u b in g e n . 1 9 2 2 ) . pp . 631-40. 
T h e  d efin itions o f th e  fo llow ing  te rm s  do n o t o ccu r in  th e  o rig in a l 
G erm an p a ssag e ; w e  h av e  ta k e n  them  fro m  o th e r  co n tex ts  o f  W. 
u n d  G. and  in se rte d  them  as p a r ts  o f  th is  te x t:  “ law .”  “ soc ie ta l 
action ,”  “ co m m u n al a c tio n .” W e h av e  a lso  in se rte d  defin itio n s of 
‘class s itu a tio n s "  a n d  “ c lass .”  O n e  c ro ss -re fe re n ce , to  a  p a ssa g e  in

. u n d  G., p . 277, h as b een  o m itted  a n d  one  fo o tn o te  h as b een  p laced  
m  th e  tex t. O th erw ise , th e  tra n s la tio n  is as lite ra l as g ra m m a r and  
cla rity  seem ed to p e rm it. G . & M.

r iv a lr y ,  ivar, a n d  re v o lu tio n . T h e B o n a p a r lis t b o m b a s t o f  
th e  K a ise r  w a s  d e b u n k e d  b y  W e b e r  as th e  p o se  o f  a  va in  
d ile tta n te . 1 he P ru ss ia n  Ju n kers w ere  seen  as p ro v in c ia l  
a g ra ria n  ca p ita lis ts  m a sq u era d in g  as an  “a r is to c r a c y ” a n d  
p u ttin g  th e  im p r in t o f  th e  p a rven u  u p o n  G erm an  “ s o c ie ty .” 
H e saw  b o u rg eo is  lib e ra lism , as em a scu la ted  b y  B ism arck , 
stu ck  in  th e  lo c a l q u a g m ires  o f  p e t t y  in te re s t a n d  g u ild  
sp ir it .  H e co n d e sc e n d in g ly  re sp e c te d  the S o c ia l D em o cra ts  
as h ard -ivork in g , w e ll-m ea n in g  P h ilis t in e s  w h o  d is b e lie v e d  
th e ir  o w n  ra d ic a l ph ra ses a n d  re p e a te d  f o r  th e  le f t  th e  
p h ra se  m o n g e r in g  o f  pan -G erm an ic  l i te r a ti o f  th e  r ig h t. 
T hus W eb er f e l t  "as i f  se a te d  in  an  ex p re ss  tra in  a n d  in  
d o u b t as to  w h e th er  th e  n ex t sw itc h  w i l l  be  se t r ig h t.”

H e p i t ie d  th o se  w h o  n e e d e d  il lu s io n s  a n d  “sp ir i tu a l co m ­
fo r t  ; he d e sp is e d  th o se  w h o  d e c e iv e d  o th ers. D is illu s io n e d  
in  a  d isen ch a n ted  w o r ld , he w as r e a d y  to  fa c e  th e  “ ic y  
d a rk n ess”  th a t h e sa w  se ttl in g  o ve r  E u ro p e  a f te r  th e  firs t 
w o r ld  w ar. In  th e  e ig h teen -n in e ties , W eb er h ad  se t o u t as 
a  m o n a rc h is t; h e en d ed  as a  s c e p tic a l lib e r a l f o r  w h om  
d e m o c ra c y  w a s  a  m e re  tech n iq u e  f o r  se le c tin g  e ffic ien t 
p o li t ic a l  leaders.

H e w a s, h o w ever , q u ic k  to  c r itic ise  d ream s o f  th e  “c o r ­
p o ra te  s ta te .” T he p ro p a g a n d is ts  o f  su ch  n o tio n s , h e w ro te , 

fa n c y  th a t ‘th e  s ta te ’ w o u ld  th en  b e  th e  w ise  agen t co n ­
tr o ll in g  bu sin ess. T he  reverse h o ld s !  T h e ban kers an d  
c a p ita lis t en trep ren eu rs , so  m u ch  h a te d  b y  th em , w o u ld  
becom e th e  u n res tra in ed  a n d  u n c o n tro lle d  m a s te rs  o f  th e  
sta te . W ho in  th e  w o r ld  is th e  s ta te  b esides th is  c a r te l m a ­
ch in ery  o f  la rg e  a n d  s m a ll  c a p ita lis ts  o f  a l l  so r ts , o rg a n iz­
in g  the eco n o m y  w h en  th e  s ta te ’s p o lic y -m a k in g  fu n c tio n  
is  d e le g a te d  to  th ese  o rg a n iza tio n s?  . . .  T h e p ro f it- in te re s t 
o f  c a p ita lis t p ro d u c e rs , rep re sen ted  b y  th e  ca r te ls , w o u ld  
th en  e x c lu s iv e ly  d o m in a te  th e  s ta te .”  T h e c o m p e tit io n  b e ­
tw een  th e  ra tio n a l b u rea u cra tic  s ta te  a n d  th e  co rp o ra tio n  
b u rea u cra c ies  o f  m o d ern  c a p ita lism  seem ed  to  W eb er  a  
n ecessa ry  c o n d itio n  f o r  th e  s u r v iv a l o f  v es tig es  o f  p e rso n a l  
Jreedom .

W eb er  a d d re s se d  a  s im ila r  a rg u m en t to  so c ia lism . In  
1 906  he p re d ic te d  b u rea u cra tic  so c ia lism  fo r  R u ssia  in  a 
b r i l l ia n t e ssa y  on  th e  f ir s t p h a se  o f  th e  R u ssian  revo lu tio n . 
S o c ia lism  a n d  th e  class s tru g g le  o f  th e  p ro le ta r ia t  a p p e a re d  
to  h im  as o n ly  a  v e h ic le  fo s te r in g  th e  bu rea u cra tiza tio n  o f  
m o d ern  c iv iliza tio n . T h e a rm y  o f  se lf-e q u ip p e d  kn igh ts  
h a d  been  su p e r se d e d  b y  a rm ie s  o f  so ld ie rs— se p a ra te d  fro m  
th e  m eans o f  d e s tru c tio n ; so c ia lism  ivo u ld  m e r e ly  c o m p le te  
th is  p ro cess  o f  b u rea u cra tic  c o lle c tiv iz a tio n  in  th e  sph ere  
o f  p ro d u c tio n . S o c ia lism  a p p e a re d  to  W eb er  as th e  v e ry  
e m b o d im e n t o f  ra tio n a liza tio n , on e m o re  s te p  in  th e  “ d is ­
en ch an tm en t o f  th e  w o r ld .”  B u reau cracies a p p e a re d  to  
W eb er as in d e s tru c tib le , th e  v i ta l  n e c e ss ity  o f  m e tro p o lita n  
m asses. I t  is  h ere  th a t M a rx  becom es W eb er’s ch a llen ge .



272 p o li t ic *

F o r M a rx , c a p ita lism  w as an  “ a n a rch y  o j  p ro d u c tio n .”  
R a tio n a lism  w a s n o t g iv e n ;  i t  w as a  ta sk . T h ere fo re , the  
p u rsu it o f  a  r a tio n a l so c ie ty  w as id e n tic a l w ith  m a n s  l ib e r ­
a tio n  f r o m  “ b lin d  so c ia l fa te .”

F o r W eb er , c a p ita lism  w as ra tio n a lize d , a n d  he th ou gh t 
o f  th is  ra tio n a lism  w ith  m e la n ch o lia . T h e p u rs u it o f  p e r ­
so n a l f r e e d o m  b eco m e  p r iv a te :  a  ta r r y in g  f o r  lo v in g  co m ­
p a n io n sh ip  a n d  f o r  th e  c a th a r tic  ex p erien ce  o f  a r t a s a 
th is -w o r ld ly  e sc a p e  f r o m  in s ti tu tio n a l ro u tin es. F o r  th e  
res t, a  fe a r le s s  a cco u n t o f  th e  im p a c t of in s ti tu tio n s  u pon  
m a n  in fo r m e d  W eb er’s w o rk . H e h a d  no p r o p h e c y  to  
o ffer, b u t he f e l t  s tro n g  en ou gh  to  fa c e  u p  to  u n va rn ish ed  
r e a l i ty  w ith o u t th e  in te lle c tu a l sa cr ifice  w h ich  h e  f e l t  a ll  
creeds d em a n d .

T h e b ru ta l p u n ch  a n d  th e  d e lic a te  in s ig h t o f  M a rx  are  
q u ite  f u l l y  re ta in e d  b y  W eb er . H e  w a s, o f  co u rse , aw are  
th a t  h is  co n c e p tio n  o f  th e  s ta le  w as s im ila r  to  th a t a d va n ced  
b y  T ro tsk y . T h e  e x c e rp t w h ich  fo l lo w s  m a y  b e  u n d er­
s to o d  a s  a  c o m p le tio n , fr o m  W e b e r s  o w n  s ta n d p o in t, o f  
th e  u n fin ish ed  c h a p te r  on  c la ss  in  M a rx ’s  C ap ita l.

H . H . G ERTH & C. W R IG IIT  M ILLS

LA W  ex is ts  w h en  th ere  is  a  p ro b a b ility  th at an order  
w ill  b e u p h eld  by a  sp ec ific  staff o f  m en  w ho w ill  
u se p h y s ica l or p sy ch ica l co m p u ls io n  w ith  th e  in ten ­

tion  o f  o b ta in in g  co n fo rm ity  w ith  the order, or o f in flic tin g  
sa n ctio n s fo r  in fr in g em en t o f  it. T h e  structure o f  every  
le g a l order d irectly  in flu en ces the d istr ib u tion  o f  pow er, 
eco n o m ic  or oth erw ise , w ith in  its  resp ec tiv e  com m u n ity . 
T h is  is  true o f  a ll le g a l orders and n o t o n ly  th at o f  the  
state. In  gen era l, w e  understand  b y  “ p ow er”  th e  chance  
o f a m an or o f  a n um ber o f  m en  to  rea lize  th eir  ow n w ill  
in  a com m u n al action  even  a ga in st th e  resistan ce o f  others 
w h o  are p a rtic ip a tin g  in  th e  action .

“ E co n o m ica lly  co n d it io n ed ” pow er is  n o t, o f  course, 
id en tica l w ith  “ p ow er”  as such . O n th e  contrary , th e  em er­
gen ce  o f  eco n o m ic  p ow er m a y  b e th e  con seq u en ce o f  
p ow er ex is tin g  on  other grou n d s. M an d oes n ot strive for  
pow er o n ly  in  order to  en rich  h im se lf  e c o n o m ica lly . P ow er, 
in c lu d in g  eco n o m ic  pow er, m a y  b e v a lu ed  “ fo r  its ow n  
sak e.”  V ery  freq u en tly  the str iv in g  fo r  p ow er is  a lso  c o n ­
d itio n ed  b y  the so c ia l “ h o n o r”  w h ich  it en ta ils . N o t a ll  
pow er, h ow ever, e n ta ils  so c ia l h o n o r : T he ty p ica l A m erican  
B oss, a s  w e ll as th e  ty p ica l b ig  sp ecu la tor , d e lib era te ly  
re lin q u ish es so c ia l h on or . Q uite g en era lly , “m ere e c o ­
n o m ic”  p ow er , and e sp e c ia lly  “ n ak ed ” m on ey  p ow er, is  
b y  n o  m ean s a recogn ized  b a sis  o f  so c ia l “h on or .”  N o r  is  
p ow er the o n ly  b a sis  o f  so c ia l “h o n o r .”  Indeed , soc ia l 
h on or , or p restige , m a y  even  b e th e  b asis  o f  p o lit ic a l or 
eco n o m ic  pow er, and very  freq u en tly  h as been . P ow er, 
a s w e ll as h on or , m a y  b e guaranteed  by th e  leg a l order, 
but, at lea st n o rm a lly , it  is  n o t th eir  p r im ary  source. The  
le g a l order is  rather an a d d it io n a l factor  w h ich  en h an ces  
th e  ch an ce  to  h o ld  pow er or h o n o r; but it can not a lw ays  
secu re  them .

T h e w ay  in  w h ich  so c ia l “h o n o r”  is  d istrib uted  
in  a  com m u n ity  betw een ty p ic a l gro u p s p a rtic ip a tin g  in  
th is d istr ib u tion , w e  m a y  c a ll th e  “ so c ia l order.”  T he  
so c ia l order and th e  eco n o m ic  order are, o f  cou rse , s im ila r ly  
related  to th e  “ le g a l order.”  H ow ever, the so c ia l and the

eco n o m ic  order are n o t id en tica l. T h e  eco n o m ic  order is  
fo r  u s m ere ly  th e  w a y  in  w h ich  eco n o m ic  g o o d s  and serv­
ice s  are d istr ib u ted  an d  u sed . But, o f  cou rse , th e  so c ia l  
order is  co n d itio n ed  b y  th e  eco n o m ic  order to a  h ig h  d e­
gree, and in  its turn  reacts u p on  it.

N o w : “ c la sse s ,”  “sta tu s g ro u p s,”  an d  “ p arties”  are p h e­
n om en a o f  th e  d istr ib u tion  o f  p ow er w ith in  a com m unity .

D eterm in ation  o f C lass-S ituation  
By M ark et-S itu ation

In  our term in o lo g y , “ c la sses”  are n ot com m u n ities; they  
m erely  represen t p o ss ib le , and freq u en t, b ases fo r  com ­
m u n al action . W e m ay  speak o f  a  “ c la s s” w hen (1 )  a 
num ber o f  p e o p le  h ave in  com m on a sp ec ific  cau sa l com ­
p o n en t o f  th eir  l i f e  ch an ces, in  so  fa r  as (2 )  th is  com ­
p o n en t is  rep resen ted  ex c lu s iv e ly  b y  eco n o m ic  in terests in  
the p o ssess io n  o f  g o o d s and o p p o rtu n ities  fo r  in com e, and
(3 )  is  represen ted  under th e  co n d it io n s  o f  th e  com m odity  
or la b o r  m arkets. T h ese  p o in ts  refer  to  “c la ss  s itu a tion ,” 
w hich w e m ay  ex p ress  m o re  briefly  as th e  ty p ica l chance  
for a su p p ly  o f  g o o d s, an  “e x tern a l” l i f e  fa te , an d  an in ­
ternal l i f e  fa te , in  so  fa r  as th is ch an ce is  determ ined  by 
the am ou n t and k ind o f  p ow er , or lack  o f  su ch , to  d ispose  
o f  g o o d s or serv ices  in  a m arket s itu a tion . T h e  term  “ c la ss” 
refers  to  an y  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  that is fou n d  in the sam e class  
situ ation .

It is  th e  m o st e lem en ta l eco n o m ic  fa c t th at th e  w ay  in 
w hich  d isp o s it io n  over m a ter ia l p r o p e r ty  is d istributed  
am on g  a p lu r a lity  o f  p e o p le , m eetin g  co m p etitiv e ly  in  the 
m ark et fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  exch an ge , in  i t s e lf  crea tes  sp ecific  
l i f e  ch an ces. A cco rd in g  to  th e  la w  o f  m arg in a l u tility  th is  
m od e o f  d istr ib u tion  ex c lu d es  the n on -ow n ers fro m  com ­
p etin g  fo r  h ig h ly  v a lu ed  g o o d s;  it fa v o rs th e  ow ners and, 
in  fa c t , g iv e s  to  them  a  m o n o p o ly  to  acq u ire  such  goods. 
O ther th in gs b e in g  eq u a l, th is  m od e o f  d istr ib u tion  m on ­
o p o lize s  th e  o p p o rtu n ities  fo r  p ro fita b le  d ea ls fo r  a l l  those  
w ho, p ro v id ed  w ith  g o o d s, do n o t  n ecessa r ily  h a v e  to ex ­
ch an ge them . It in creases, a t lea st g en era lly , th eir  pow er  
in  p r ice  w ars w ith  th ose  w h o , b e in g  p ro p erty less , have  
n o th in g  to  offer but th eir  serv ices  in  n a tiv e  form  or good s  
in  a fo rm  con stitu ted  th rou gh  their  ow n lab or  and wTho  
ab ove  a l l  are co m p elled  to  get rid  o f  th ese  p rodu cts in 
order b a re ly  to  su b sist. T h is  m o d e  o f  d istr ib u tion  g ives  
to  th e  p rop ertied  a m o n o p o ly  on  th e  p o ss ib il ity  o f  trans­
ferr in g  p rop erty  from  th e  sp h ere  o f  u se as a “ fo rtu n e ,” 
to  th e  sp h ere  o f  “ ca p ita l g o o d s” ; th at is , it g iv e s  to  them  
th e  en trep ren eu ria l fu n ctio n  an d  a ll ch an ces to sh are  d i­
rectly  or in d irec tly  in  returns on  ca p ita l. A l l  th is  h o ld s  
Irue w ith in  th at sp h ere  in  w h ich  p u re m arket con d ition s  
p reva il. “ P rop erty”  and “ lack  o f  p rop erty”  are, th erefore, 
th e  b a sic  ca teg o r ies  o f  a ll  c la s s  situ a tio n s. It d oes n ot  
m atter w hether th ese  tw o  ca teg o r ies  b ecom e e ffective  in 
p r ice  w ars or in  com p etitive  stru gg les .

H ow ever, w ith in  th ese  ca teg o r ies , c la s s  s itu a tion s are  
fu rther d ifferen tia ted , on  th e  o n e  h an d , a cco rd in g  to  the 
k in d  o f  p rop erty  th at is  u sa b le  fo r  retu rn s; an d , on  the  
other h an d , a cco rd in g  to th e  k in d  o f  serv ices  that can be 
offered  in  th e  m arket. O w n ersh ip  o f  d om estic  b u ild in g s;  
p rod u ctive  e sta b lish m en ts; w areh ou ses; stores.; a g r icu l­
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tu rally  u sab le  land , large  and sm a ll h o ld in g s— quantitative  
differences w ith  p o ss ib ly  q u a lita tiv e  conseq u en ces— ; 
ow nership o f  m in es; ca ttle ; m en  ( s la v e s ) ; d isp o sit io n  over  
m obile  instrum ents o f  p rod u ction , or ca p ita l g o o d s o f  a ll 
sorts, e sp e c ia lly  m on ey  or ob jects that can  b e  exch an ged  
for m oney e a s ily  and at any tim e; d isp o sitio n  over products 
o f one’s ow n labor or o f  other’s  lab or  d iffer in g  accord in g  
to their variou s d istan ces from  eo n su m a b ility ; d isp o sitio n  
over tran sferab le  m o n o p o lie s  o f  an y  k ind— a ll these d is­
tinctions d ifferen tiate the c la ss  situ ation s o f  the p rop ertied  
just lik e  the “m ean in g”  w h ich  th ey  can and do g iv e  to 
the u tiliza tion  o f  p rop erty , e sp e c ia lly  to  p rop erty  w h ich  
has m on ey  eq u iva len ce . A cco rd in g ly , the p rop ertied , for  
instance, m ay  b e lo n g  to the c la ss  o f  ren tiers o r  to the 
class o f  entrepreneurs.

T hose w ho h a v e  n o  p rop erty  b u t w h o  offer serv ices are 
just as m u ch  d ifferen tiated  accord in g  to th eir  k in d s o f  
services and accord in g  to th e  wTay  in  w h ich  th ey  m ake use  
of these serv ices in  a con tin u ou s or d iscon tin u ou s re la ­
tion to a recip ien t. But a lw a y s  th is  is  the gen er ic  co n n o ta ­
tion o f  th e  con cep t o f  c la ss: that the k ind o f chance in 
the m a rk e t is  th e  d ec is iv e  m om en t w h ich  p resen ts a com ­
mon con d ition  fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l’s fa te . “ C lass situ a tio n ” 
is, in th is sen se , u ltim a te ly  “m arket s itu a tion .”  T h e  effect 
of naked p o ssessio n  p e r  se , w h ich  am on g  ca ttle  breeders 
gives the n on -ow n in g  s lave  or ser f in to  the p ow er o f  the  
cattle ow ner, is  o n ly  a foreru n n er or rea l “c la ss”  form a­
tion. H ow ever, in  the ca ttle  lo a n  and in  th e  naked severity  
of the lawr o f  debts in  su ch  com m u n ities fo r  th e  first tim e  
mere “p o ssessio n ”  as such  em erges a s  d ec is iv e  for the fa te  
of the in d iv id u a l. T h is  is  very  m u ch  in  con trast to  the  
agricultural com m u n ities  based  on lab or. T h e  creditor- 
debtor re la tion  b ecom es th e  b asis  o f  “c la ss  s itu a tio n s” o n ly  
in those c it ie s  w here a “ cred it m arket,” how ever p rim itive, 
with rates o f  in terest in crea s in g  accord in g  to the extent 
o f dearth and a factu a l m o n o p o liza tio n  o f  cred its, w as 
developed by a p lu tocracy . T herew ith  “ c la ss  stru g g les” 
begin.

A num ber o f  m en  w h ose  fa te  is n ot d eterm ined  by the  
chance o f  u s in g  go o d s or serv ices fo r  th em selves on  the 
market, e .g ., s la v es, are not, h ow ever, a “ c la ss”  in th e  
technical sen se  o f  the term . T h ey  are, rather, a “ status 
group.”

C om m unal A ction  F low in g  from  Class 
In terest

A ccord in g  to our term in o lo g y , th e  factor  w h ich  creates  
the “c la ss” is  u n a m b ig u o u sly  econ om ic  in terests, and in ­
deed, o n ly  th ose  in terests in v o lv ed  in  th e  ex isten ce  o f  the  
"market.”  N everth e less , th e  con cep t o f  “ c la ss - in teres t”  is 
an am biguous on e: even  as an em p ir ica l con cep t it is  am ­
b iguous as soon  as on e understands by it som eth in g  other  
than the factu a l d irection  o f  in terests fo llo w in g  w ith  a 
certain p ro b a b ility  from  th e  c la s s  situ a tion  fo r  a certain  

average” o f  th ose  p e o p le  subjected  to the c la ss  situ ation . 
The c la ss  situ ation  and other circum stan ces rem ain in g  the  
same, the d irection  in  w h ich  the in d iv id u a l w orker, for  
instance, is  lik e ly  to pursue h is  in terests m ay  vary  w id ely  
according to w hether h e is co n stitu tio n a lly  q u a lified  for

the task at h an d  to  a h ig h , to  an average, or to a low  
d egree. In the sam e w ay, th e  d irection  o f  in terests m ay  
vary accord in g  to w hether or n o t a co m m u n a l  action  o f  a 
larger or sm a ller  p ortion  o f  th ose  co m m o n ly  affected  by  
the “ c la s s  s itu a tio n ,”  or even  an a sso c ia tio n  am on g  them , 
e .g ., a “ trade u n io n ,”  has grow n  ou t o f  the c la ss  situ ation  
from  w h ich  th e  in d iv id u a l m ay  or m a y  n o t exp ect p ro m is­
in g  resu lts. C om m un al a ction  refers  lo  that action  w h ich  
i s  orien ted  to  th e  fe e l in g  o f  th e  actors that th ey  b e lo n g  
together. S o c ie ta l action , on  th e  other h an d , is  orien ted  to 
a ra tio n a lly  m otivated  ad ju stm ent o f  in terests. T he rise  
o f  so c ie ta l or even o f  com m u n al a ction  from  a com m on  
c la ss  situ ation  is  by no m ean s a  u n iversa l p h en om en on .

T he c la ss  situ a tion  m a y  b e restricted  in  its  effects to 
th e  gen eration  o f  e ssen tia lly  s im ila r  reaction s, that is  to 
say , w ith in  our term in o lo g y , o f  “m ass a c tio n s .” H ow ever, 
it m ay  n o t even have th is resu lt. F urtherm ore, o ften  m erely  
an  am orph ous com m u n al action  em erges. F or ex a m p le , 
the “ m urm uring”  o f  the w orkers know n in an cien t orien ta l 
e th ics: th e  m oral d isap p rova l o f  the w ork-m aster’s conduct 
w h ich  in  its p ractica l s ig n ifica n ce  p rob ab ly  w as eq u iva len t 
lo  an in crea s in g ly  typ ica l p h en om en on  o f  p rec ise ly  the 
la test in d u str ia l d evelop m en t, n a m ely , the “ s lo w  d ow n ” 
(th e  d e lib era te  lim itin g  o f  w ork effort) o f  lab orers by  
v irtu e  o f  tac it agreem ent. T he d egree  in  w h ich  “co m ­
m unal action ,”  and p o ss ib ly  “ so c ie ta l actio n ,”  em erges 
from  the “m ass action s”  o f  the m em bers o f  a c la ss  is 
lin k ed  to  gen era l cu ltu ra l co n d itio n s, e sp e c ia lly  to  those  
o f  an in te llec tu a l sort, and to  the ex ten t o f  the a lready  
evo lved  contrasts; it is  e sp e c ia lly  linked  lo  the tra n sp a ren cy  
o f the con n ection s betw een the cau ses and th e  consequ en ces  
o f  th e  “ c la ss  s itu a tion .”  H ow ever stro n g ly  l i f e  chances  
m ay b e d ifferen tiated , th is fa c t in  itse lf , a ccord in g  to  a ll  
exp erience , b y  n o  m ean s g iv es b irth  to  “ c la ss  ac tio n '’ (co m ­
m unal action  o f  the m em bers o f  a  c la s s ) .  Tire fa c t o f  b ein g  
con d ition ed  and the resu lts o f  th e  c la ss  situ a tion  m u st be 
d is tin c tly  recogn izab le . F or o n ly  then  the contrast o f  life  
ch an ces can n ot be fe lt  to  be an a b so lu te ly  g iven  fact to  be 
accepted , but can b e  fe lt  to  b e a resu ltan t from  eith er  (1 )  
the g iven  d istrib ution  o f  p rop erty , or (2 )  th e  structure o f  
the con crete  econ om ic  order. It is  o n ly  then that p eo p le  
m ay react aga in st th e  c la ss  structure, n o t o n ly  through  
acts o f  an in term itten t and irra tion a l p rotest but in  the  
form  o f  ra tion a l a ssoc ia tion s. T here h ave been “ c la ss  s itu ­
a tio n s” o f  th e  first ca tegory  (1 )  o f  such a sp ec ifica lly  
naked and transparent sort in  the urban centers o f  a n ti­
qu ity  and d u ring  the M id d le  A g es; e sp e c ia lly  then , w hen  
great fortunes w ere accu m u lated  b y  fa c tu a lly  m o n op o lized  
trad in g  in  in d u str ia l p rod u cts o f  th ese  lo c a lit ie s  or in  food  
stuffs. F urtherm ore, under certain  circum stances, in the  
rural econ om y o f  th e  m ost d iverse  p eriod s w hen a g r icu l­
ture w as in crea s in g ly  e x p lo ite d  in  a profit-m ak ing  m anner. 
T he m ost im portant h isto r ica l ex a m p le  o f  the secon d  ca te­
g o ry  (2 )  is  the c la ss  situ a tion  o f  the m odern  “ p ro le tar ia t.”

T ypes o f "Class S tru gg le”

T h u s every  c la ss  m ay b e th e  carrier o f  any on e o f the 
p o ss ib ly  in n u m erab le  form s o f  “ c la ss  a c tio n ,” but th is is 
n o t n ecessa r ily  so. In  an y  case, a c la ss  d oes n o t in  itse lf  
constitu te  a com m u n ity . T o  treat “ c la ss”  co n cep tu a lly
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as h av in g  the sam e v a lu e  a s  “ com m u n ity” lead s to  d is to r ­
tion . T hat m en in  th e  sa m e  c la ss  situ a tion  reg u la r ly  react 
in m ass a c tio n s to such  p a lp a b le  s itu a tion s a s  econ om ic  
ones in  the d irection  o f  th o se  in terests w h ich  are m o st a d e­
q u ate to th eir  average n um ber is  an  im p ortan t an d  after  
a ll  s im p le  fa c t fo r  th e  u n d erstan d in g  o f  h is to r ica l events. 
A b ove  a ll , th is  fact m u st n o t lead  to  that k in d  o f  p seu d o ­
sc ien tif ic  op eration  w ith  th e  con cep ts  o f  “ c la s s” and “ c la ss  
in terests ,”  so  freq u en tly  fo u n d  th ese  d ays, and w h ich  has 
fo u n d  its m ost c la ss ic  exp ress ion  in  th e  statem ent o f  a ta l­
en ted  au th or,1 th at the in d iv id u a l m a y  b e  in  error co n cern ­
in g  h is in terests but that the “ c la s s” is  “ in fa ll ib le ” about 
its in terests. B ut if  c la sse s  as su ch  are n o t com m u n ities, 
n everth eless c la s s  s itu a tio n s  em erge o n ly  on  th e  b a sis  o l 
co m m u n a liza tio n . B ut the com m u n al action  w h ich  b rin gs  
forth  c la ss  s itu a tion s is  n o t b a s ic a lly  action  betw een  m em ­
b ers o f  th e  id en tica l c la s s ;  it is  an  action  b e tw een  m em bers  
o f  d ifferen t c la sses. C om m u nal a c tio n s  w h ich  d irectly  d e­
term ine the c la ss  situ a tio n  o f  th e  w orker an d  the en tre­
pren eu r are: th e  lab or  m arket, th e  com m od ities m arket, 
and the ca p ita lis tic  en terp rise . But, in  its turn , th e  e x ­
isten ce  o f  a  ca p ita lis tic  en terp rise  p resu p p oses a very  spe-. 
e if ic  com m u n al action  to  ex is t w h ich  is  sp e c if ic a lly  struc­
tured  so  as to  p rotect the p o ssessio n  o f  g o o d s p e r  se , and  
e sp e c ia lly  the pow er o f  in d iv id u a ls  to  d isp ose , in  p r in c ip le  
free ly , over m ean s o f  p rod u ction . T he ex isten ce  of a ca p i­
ta lis t ic  en terp rise  is  p recon d ition ed  by a sp ec ific  k in d  o f  
“ le g a l order.”  E ach  k in d  o f  c la ss  s itu a tion , and above a ll 
w hen it rests u p on  th e  p ow er o f  p rop erty  p e r  se , w ill  com e  
to  efficacy in the c lea rest w ay  w hen a ll other determ inan ts  
o f  reciproca l re la tio n s are, a s far as p o ss ib le , e lim in a ted  
in  th eir  sig n ifica n ce . It is  in  th is  w ay  th at th e  u tiliza tio n  
o f  th e  pow er o f  p rop erty  in  th e  m arket ob ta in s its m ost 
so v ere ig n  im portance.

N o w  “ sta tu s grou p s”  h in d er the str ict carry ing  through  
o f  th e  sheer m arket p r in c ip le . In  th e  p resen t con tex t they  
are o f  in terest to  u s o n ly  from  th is on e p o in t o f  v iew . 
B efo re  w e b riefly  con sid er  them , n o te  that n o t m uch  o f  a 
gen era l nature can b e sa id  ab out the m o re  sp ec ific  k in d s  
o f an tagon ism  betw een  “ c la sses”  ( in  our m ea n in g  o f  the 
te r m ). T h e  great sh ift , w h ich  h as b een  g o in g  on co n tin u ­
o u s ly  in  the p ast, and u p  to  our tim es, m ay  b e  sum m arized , 
a lth ou gh  at the cost o f  so m e  p rec is io n : the stru g g le  in 
w hich  c la ss  s itu a tio n s  are e ffective  h a s  p ro g ress iv e ly  sh ifted  
from  con su m p tion  cred it tow ard , first, co m p etitiv e  stru g­
g le s  in the com m od ity  m arket and, th en , tow ard  p r ice  w ars 
on the la b o r  m arket. T h e  “ c la ss  stru gg les”  o f  an tiq u ity—  
to  th e  ex ten t that th ey  w ere gen u in e  “ c la ss  s tru g g les”  and  
n ot stru g g les  betw een status grou p s— w ere in it ia lly  carried  
on by indeb ted  p easan ts and p erh ap s a lso  by artisan s  
threatened b y  debt b o n d a g e  s tru g g lin g  a ga in st urban cre­
d itors. F or  d eb t b o n d a g e  is  the n orm al resu lt o f  th e  d if ­
feren tia tion  o f  w ea lth  in  com m ercia l c it ies , e sp e c ia lly  in 
sea p o rt c it ies . T h e  situ a tion  h as b een  s im ila r  a m o n g  cattle  
b reeders. D ebt re la tio n sh ip s a s  such  p roduced  c la ss  action  
u p  to  th e  tim e o f  C ata lin e . A lo n g  w ith  th is , and w ith  an 
in crease in  p ro v is io n  o f  gra in  fo r  th e  c ity  by tran sp ortin g  
it from  the ou tsid e , th e  stru g g le  over th e  m ean s o f  su s­
tenan ce em erged . It centered  in  the first p la c e  around  
the p ro v is io n  o f  bread  and the d eterm ination  o f  th e  p r ice  

1. P ro b a b ly  G eo rg  L u k acs . (T ra n s la to r s !

o f bread. It la sted  th rou gh ou t an tiq u ity  an d  th e  entire  
M id d le  A ges. T he p roperty  le ss  as su ch  flocked together  
a ga in st th ose  w ho a c tu a lly  and su p p o se d ly  w ere interested  
in  th e  dearth  o f  bread. T h is  figh t sp read  to  in v o lv e  a ll 
com m od ities e ssen tia l to  the w ay o f  l i f e  and to  hand icraft 
p rod u ction . T h ere  w ere o n ly  in c ip ien t d iscu ss io n s  o f  w age  
d isp u tes in an tiq u ity  and in  the M id d le  A ges. A nd s lo w ly  they  
have been in creasin g  up in to  m odern  tim es. In  th e  earlier  
p er io d s they w ere co m p le te ly  secon d ary  to  s la v e  reb e llion s  
as w e ll as to  figh ts in  th e  com m od ity  m arket.

T h e  p ro p erty le ss  o f  an tiq u ity  and o f  the M id d le  A ges 
protested  aga in st m o n o p o lie s , p reem p tion , fo resta llin g , 
and the w ith h o ld in g  o f  g o o d s from  the m arket fo r  th e  pur­
p o se  o f  ra is in g  p rices . T od ay  the cen tra l issu e  is the 
d eterm ination  o f  the p r ice  o f  lab or.

T h e transition  is  represented  b y  the fight fo r  access to 
the m arket and fo r  the d eterm in ation  o f  the p r ice  o f  prod­
ucts. T h ese  fights w ent on b etw een  m erch an ts and workers 
in the p utting-out system  o f  d om estic  h a n d icra ft during  
the tran sition  to m odern  tim es. S in ce  it is  q u ite  a general 
p h en om en on  w e m ust m en tion  h ere that th e  c la ss  antagon­
ism s w h ich  are con d ition ed  through  th e  m arket situation  
are u su a lly  m ost b itter betw een  th ose  w ho a c tu a lly  and 
d irectly  p artic ip a te  a s  o p p on en ts in p r ice  w ars. It is  not 
the ren tier, the sh are-h old er, and the banker w ho suffer 
the i l l  w ill  o f  the w orker, b ut a lm ost ex c lu s iv e ly  th e  m anu­
facturer and b u sin ess execu tiv e  w h o  are d irect opponents 
o f w orkers in  p r ice  w ars. T h is  is  so  in  sp ite  o f  the fact 
that it is  p rec ise ly  th e  cash  b o x es  o f  th e  rentier, th e  share­
h o ld er , and the banker in to  w h ich  th e  m o re  or le s s  “ un­
earn ed ” g a in s  flow , rather than  in to  th e  p ock ets  o f  the 
m anufacturers or o f  the b u sin ess execu tives. T h is  sim ple  
state o f  a ffa irs h as very freq u en tly  been  d ec is iv e  fo r  the 
r o le  w h ich  the c la s s  situ a tion  h as p la y ed  in  th e  form a­
tion  o f  p o lit ic a l p arties. F or  ex a m p le  it  h as m a d e p ossib le  
th e  var ie tie s  o f  p atr iarch a l so c ia lism  and th e  freq u en t at­
tem pts— fo rm erly , at least— o f  th reaten ed  statu s grou p s to 
form  a llia n c e s  w ith  the p ro le tar ia t a ga in st the “bour­
g e o is ie .”

Status H onor

In contrast to c la sse s , s ta tu s  g ro u p s  are n o rm a lly  com ­
m u n ities . T h ey  are, how ever, o ften  o f  an am orp h ou s kind. 
In  con trast to  the p u re ly  e c o n o m ic a lly  determ in ed  “class 
s itu a tio n ” w e w ish  to d esign a te  as “ status s itu a tio n ” every  
ty p ic a l com p on en t o f  the l i f e  fa te  o f  m en  w h ich  is  d e­
term ined by a sp ec ific , p o s itiv e  or n ega tive , so c ia l esti­
m ation  o f  “ h o n o r ”  T h is  h o n o r  m a y  b e con n ected  with  
a n y  q u a lity  shared  by a p lu ra lity . A lso  th is  h on or can 
b e k n it to  a c la ss  situ a tio n : c la s s  d istin ctio n s are lin k ed  in 
the m ost varied  w ays w ith  status d is tin c tio n s. P roperty  as 
such  is  n o t a lw a y s recogn ized  as a  status q u a lifica tio n , but 
in  th e  lo n g  run it is , and w ith  ex traord in ary  regu lar ity . In 
the su b sisten ce  eco n o m y  o f  the organ ized  n eigh b orh ood , 
very  o ften  the r ich est m an is  s im p ly  ch ie fta in . H ow ever, 
th is o ften  m ean s o n ly  h o n o r ific  p referen ce. F or exam p le , 
in the so  ca lled  pure m odern  “d em ocracy ,”  i.e ., one devoid  
o f any  ex p ress ly  ordered  sta tu s p r iv ile g e s  fo r  in d iv id u a ls , 
it h ap p en s that o n ly  the fa m ilie s  co m in g  under a p p ro x i­
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m ately the sam e tax  c la ss  dan ce w ith  one another. T h is  
exam ple is  reported  o f  certain  sm a ller  S w iss  c ities . B ut 
status h onor need  n o t n e c e ssa r ily  b e link ed  w ith  a “c la ss  
situation .” On the contrary , it n o rm a lly  stands in  sharp  
opposition  to the p reten tion s o f  sheer property .

Both p ropertied  and p ro p erty less  p e o p le  can  b e lo n g  to 
the sam e status grou p , and freq u en tly  they d o  w ith  very  
palpable con sequences. T h is  “eq u a lity ”  o f  so c ia l esteem  
may, how ever, in th e  lo n g  run becom e qu ite  precarious. 
The “eq u a lity” o f  sta tu s am on g  the A m erican  “ gen tlem en ” , 
for instance, is exp ressed  in  that ou tsid e  the su b ord in ation  
determ ined by the d ifferen t fu n ctio n s o f  “ b u sin ess”  it w ou ld  
be considered  str ic tly  repugnant— w herever th e  o ld  tra d i­
tion s t ill p reva ils— i f  even  th e  r ich est “ c h ie f ,”  w h ile  p la y ­
ing b illia rd s or card s in h is  c lu b  in  the even in g , w ou ld  not 
treat h is “c lerk ”  as in  every  sen se  fu l ly  h is  equal in  b irth ­
right. It w ou ld  b e repugnant i f  the A m erican  “ c h ie f” 
would bestowr u p on  h is  “ c lerk ”  th e  con d escen d in g  “ b en ­
evolence”  w h ich  m arks a  d istin ction  o f  “ p o s itio n ”  w hich  
the Germ an c h ie f  can n ever d issever  from  h is  attitude. T h is  
is one o f  the m ost im p ortan t reason s w hy in  A m erica  the 
German “ c lu b b y-n ess”  h a s  never been  a b le  to  attain  the  
attraction w h ich  the A m erican  c lu b s  have.

G uarantees o f  S tatus Stratification

In content, sta tu s h on or is  n o rm a lly  exp ressed  in  that 
above a ll e ls e  a  sp ec ific  s ty le  o f  l i f e  can be firm ly  expected  
from a ll those w ho w ish  to  b e lo n g  to  th e  c irc le . L inked  
with this exp ecta tion  are restr iction s on  “ so c ia l”  in tercourse  
{i.e., in tercourse w h ich  is  n o t su b servien t to  eco n o m ic  or 
any other o f  b u sin ess’s “ fu n c t io n a l” p u rp o se .) T hese re­
strictions m ay con fin e  norm al in term arriages to th e  status  
circle and m ay  lead  to com p le te  en d ogam ou s c lo su re . A s  
soon as there is , not a  m ere in d iv id u a l and so c ia lly  ir re le ­
vant im itation  o f  another sty le  o f  l i f e  but, an agreed-upon  
com m unal action  o f  th is  c lo s in g  character, the “ status” 
developm ent is  under w ay.

In its characteristic  w ay  stra tifica tion  by “ status g ro u p s” 
on the b asis o f  co n v en tio n a l s ty le s  o f  l i f e  ev o lv es  at the 
present tim e in  th e  U n ited  States ou t o f  the trad ition a l 
dem ocracy. F or ex a m p le , o n ly  th e  resid en t o f  a certain  
street ( “ the street” ) is  con sid ered  as b e lo n g in g  to  “so c ie ty ,” 
is qualified  fo r  so c ia l in tercou rse, and is v is ited  and in ­
vited. A b ove a ll , th is d ifferen tia tion  ev o lv es  in  such  a 
way as to  m ake fo r  strict su b m iss ion  to  the fa sh io n  that 
is dom inant at a g iven  tim e in  soc ie ty . T h is  su b m ission  
to fashion a lso  ex ists  am on g  m en in  A m erica  to  a degree  
unknown in  G erm any. Su ch  su b m iss ion  is  con sid ered  to 
be an in d ica tion  o f  th e  fa c t that a  g iven  m an p re te n d s  to  
q ualify  as a  gen tlem an . T h is  su b m ission  d ecid es, at lea st  
prim a  fa c ie , that h e  w ill  b e treated  as su ch . A n d  th is rec­
ognition becom es ju st as im p ortan t fo r  h is  em p loym en t  
chances in  “sw ank” estab lish m en ts, and above a ll , fo r  so c ia l  
intercourse and m arriage  w ith  “ esteem ed”  fa m ilie s , a s  the  

qualification  fo r  “d u e llin g ” am on g  G erm ans in  the  
Kaiser’s day. A s fo r  th e  rest: certain  fa m ilie s  resident for  
a lon g  tim e (an d , o f  cou rse , co rresp o n d in g ly  w e a lth y ) ,  
fam ilies {e .g .:  “F . F. V ., i.e .,  F irst F a m ilie s  o f  V irg in ia ” ) 
°r the actual or a lleg ed  d escen d an ts o f  the “ Indian  P r in ­

ce ss” P ocah on tas, o f  th e  P ilg r im  fa th ers, or o f  th e  K n ick er­
bockers, the m em b ers o f  a lm ost in a ccess ib le  sects and all 
sorts o f  c irc le s  se ttin g  th em selves apart b y  m ean s o f  any  
other characteristics' and b ad ges . . .  a l l  these elem en ts  
usurp “statu s”  hon or. T h e  d evelop m en t o f  status is  e ssen ­
tia lly  a  question  o f  stra tification  restin g  upon  usurpation . 
Such  usurpation  is th e  n orm al o r ig in  o f  a lm ost a ll  status  
“h o n o r .” B ut the road  fro m  th is  p u re ly  co n ven tion a l s itu ­
ation  to leg a l p r iv ileg e , p o sitiv e  or negative , is  everyw here  
ea s ily  trave lled  as soon  a s  a certain  stra tifica tion  o f  the 
so c ia l order has in  fa c t been  “ liv ed  in ” and h as ach ieved  
a s ta b ility  b y  v irtu e  o f  th e  sta b iliza tio n  in the d istribution  
o f  econ om ic  pow er.

"E thn ic” Segregation  and "C aste”

W here the con seq u en ces have been  rea lized  to their  fu ll  
exten t th e  status grou p  ev o lv es  in to  the c lo sed  “ ca ste .'’ T h is  
m ean s that the sta tu s d istin c tio n s are gu aranteed  n ot m erely  
by con ven tion s and law s, but a lso  b y  r itu a ls . T h is  occurs 
in  such  a  w ay  that every  p h y s ica l con tact w ith  a m em ber  
o f  any caste  w hich  is con sid ered  to b e “ low er”  by the m em ­
bers o f  a “h ig h er”  caste  is  eva lu a ted  as m ak in g  for a 
r itu a listic  im p u rity  an d  to  b e a  stigm a w hich  m ust be e x ­
p iated  by a re lig io u s  act. In d iv id u a l castes d ev e lo p  in  part 
quite  d isp arate cu lts  and god s.

In  gen era l, h ow ever, th e  sta tu s structure reaches such  
extrem e con seq u en ces o n ly  w h ere d ifferences w h ich  are  
defined  as “e th n ic”  lie  at its bottom . T h e  “ caste”  is , in ­
deed , th e  n orm al form  in  w'hich eth n ic  com m u n ities u su a lly  
liv e  s id e  by sid e  in  a “so c ie ta lized ”  m anner. T hese eth n ic  
com m u n ities b e liev e  in  b lo o d  re la tio n sh ip  and exc lu d e  ex- 
ogam ou s m arriage  and so c ia l in tercou rse. Such  a caste  
situ a tion  ex ists  w ith  th e  p h en om en on  o f  “ p ar iah ” p eo p le s  
w hich  is  fo u n d  a l l  over the w orld . T hese p e o p le  form  co m ­
m u n ities  w hich  have acquired  sp ec ific  o ccu p ation a l tra d i­
tio n s  o f  h an d icra fts  or o f  o ther arts and w h ich  cu ltiva te  
the b e lie f  in  th e ir  e th n ic  com m u n ity . Such  p e o p le  then  
liv e  in a “d ia sp ora”  str ic tly  segregated  from  a ll  p ersonal 
in tercou rse  excep t that o f  u n avo id ab le  sort; and th eir  s itu a ­
tion  is  le g a lly  p recarious. B ut b y  v irtu e  o f  their  econ om ic  
in d isp en sa b ility , pariah  p e o p le  are to lerated , indeed , fre ­
q u en tly  p r iv ileg ed , and they liv e  in  in tersp ersed  p o lit ica l  
com m u n ities. T h e Jew s are th e  m ost im p ressive  ex a m p le  
in h istory .

T h e “status” segregation  grow n in to  the “ caste”  and the 
m ere “ e th n ic” segregation  d iffer in  their  resp ective  struc­
tures: th e  caste  stru cture tran sform s th e  h orizon ta l and  
un con n ected  co ex isten ces o f  the e th n ica lly  segregated  
g rou p s into a vertica l so c ia l system  o f  super- and sub-or­
d in a tion . C orrectly  fo rm u la ted : a  com p reh en sive  so c ie ta li-  
zation  in tegrates th e  e th n ica lly  d iv id ed  com m u n ities in to  
sp ec ific  p o lit ic a l and com m u n al action . In th eir  co n se ­
q u ences th ey  d iffer p rec ise ly  in  th is w a y : w h ereas the eth n ic  
co ex isten ces co n d itio n  th e  rec ip ro ca l rep u ls io n  and d isdain  
but a llo w  each  e th n ic  com m u n ity  to  con sid er  its  ow n honor  
as the h igh est o n e; th e  caste  structure b rin gs abou t a so c ia l 
sub ord in ation  and an  ack n ow led gm en t o f  “ m ore h on or” in  
favor  o f  th e  p r iv ileg ed  caste  and status grou p s. T h is  is 
due to the fact that in  th e  caste  structure eth n ic d istin ction s
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as such have b ecom e “ fu n c t io n a l”  d istin ctio n s w ith in  the  
p o lit ic a l so e ie ta liza lio n  (w arriors, p riests, artisan s that are  
p o lit ic a lly  im portant fo r  w ar and fo r  b u ild in g s , and so  
o n ) .  B ut even the p ariah  p e o p le  w ho are m ost d esp ised  
are u su a lly  apt to  con tin u e  cu lt iv a tin g  in  som e m an ner that 
w h ich  is  e q u a lly  p ecu lia r  to  the e th n ic  and the status  
com m u n ities: th e  b e lie f  in  their  ow n sp ec ific  “h o n o r .” T h is  
is  the case w ith  the Jew s.

O n ly  w ith  th e  n eg a tiv e ly  p r iv ileg ed  “sta tu s g ro u p s” d oes  
the “ sen se  o f  d ig n ity ”  take a sp ec ific  d ev ia tion . T h e  sense  
o f  d ig n ity  is  th e  p rec ip ita tio n  in  in d iv id u a ls  o f  so c ia l honor  
an d  o f  co n v en tio n a l d em ands w h ich  th e  p o s itiv e ly  p r iv ­
ileg ed  “status grou p ” ra ises  fo r  the deportm ent o f  its m em ­
bers. T he sen se  o f  d ig n ity  w h ich  characterizes p o sitiv e ly  
p r iv ileg ed  status grou p s is  n a tu ra lly  rela ted  to their  " b ein g” 
w hich  d oes n o t tran scen d  it se lf , that is , to  th eir  “beauty  
and ex c e lle n c y ”  (T h e  G ood  and T he B e a u tifu l) . T heir  
k ingdom  is  “o f  th is w o rld .”  T h ey  liv e  fo r  th e  p resen t and  
by e x p lo itin g  th eir  great past. T h e  sen se  o f  d ig n ity  o f  
th e  n eg a tiv e ly  p r iv ileg ed  strata can  n a tu ra lly  refer  to  a 
fu ture ly in g  b eyon d  the p resen t, b e  it o f  th is l i f e  or o f  
another. In other w ords, it m u st b e nurtured by the b e­
l ie f  in  a p ro v id en tia l “m iss io n ”  and b y  a  b e lie f  in  a sp e ­
c ific  h on or b efore  G od as th e  “ ch osen  p eo p le ,”  that is , by  
b e lie fs  e ither that in  the b eyon d  “ the la s t w ill  b e th e  first” 
or that in  th is l i f e  a m essiah  w ill app ear to  b r in g  forth  
in to  the lig h t o f  the w orld  w h ich  h as cast them  out the  
hid den  h o n o r  o f  the p ariah  p eo p le . T h is  s im p le  state o f  
affa irs, and n o t the “resen tm en t”  w h ich  is  so  stro n g ly  
em p h asized  in  N ie tzsch e’s m uch  adm ired con stru ction  in 
the G en ea lo g y  o f  M o ra ls ,  is  th e  sou rce  o f  the r e lig io s ity  
cu ltiva ted  b y  pariah  sta tu s grou p s. In p a ss in g , w e n ote  
that th is tra it, resentm ent, m ay  b e accu ra te ly  a p p lied  o n ly  
to  a lim ited  ex ten t; fo r  o n e  o f  N ietzsch e’s m ain  exam p les, 
B u ddhism , it is  n ot at a ll  ap p lica b le .

In c id en ta lly , th e  d evelop m en t o f  status grou p s from  
eth n ic seg reg a tio n s is by n o  m ean s th e  n orm al phenom enon . 
On th e contrary, s in ce  ob jec tiv e  “ racia l d ifferen ces”  are 
in  n o  w ay  b a sic  to  every  su b jective  sen tim ent o f  “e th n ic” 
com m u n ity , the u ltim a te ly  racia l fo u n d a tio n  o f  status stru c­
ture is  r ig h tly  and a b so lu te ly  a q u estion  o f  the con crete  
in d iv id u a l case. V ery  freq u en tly  th e  “ status g ro u p ” is  in ­
strum ental in  th e  production  o f  a  thoroughbred  an th ro ­
p o lo g ic a l typ e . C erta in ly  the “ status g ro u p ” is  to  a  h igh  
d egree  effective  in  p rod u cin g  extrem e ty p es and con sists  
in  a se lection  o f  p erso n a lly  q u a lified  in d iv id u a ls  (e .g ., the  
K n igh th ood  se lects  th ose  w h o are fit fo r  w arfare, p h y s ic a lly  
and p sy c h ic a lly .)  B ut th e  se lection  o f  p erson s is  far re­
m oved  from  b e in g  the o n ly , or the pred om in an t, w ay in  
w h ich  status grou p s are form ed : P o lit ic a l m em b ersh ip  or 
c la ss  situ ation  h a s  at lea st as freq u en tly , in  a ll tim es, been  
d ecisive . T od ay  the c la ss  situ a tion  is  b y  fa r  the p red om in ­
ant factor. F or  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  a s ty le  o f  l i f e  exp ected  for  
m em bers o f  “sta tu s g ro u p s,”  is , o f  cou rse , u su a lly  co n d i­
tion ed  eco n o m ica lly .

Status Privileges

F or a ll p ractica l p u rp oses, stratification  by status every­
w here goes hand  in  hand w ith  a m o n o p o liza tio n  o f  ideal

and m ateria l g o o d s or ch an ces in  the m anner w h ich  we 
have com e to k now  as ty p ica l. B esid es th e  sp ec ific  status 
h on or , w h ich  a lw a y s  rests u p on  d istan ce  and exclu siven ess  
w e find  a ll  sorts o f  m ater ia l m o n o p o lie s . Su ch  honorific  
p referen ces m ay con sist o f  th e  p r iv ile g e  to w ear special 
costu m es, to  eat sp ec ia l d ish es den ied  others by taboo, the 
p r iv ileg e  to carry arm s w h ich  is  m ost p a lp a b le  in its con­
sequ en ces, the right to  p u rsu e certain  n o n -p ro fessio n a l d i­
lettan te  artistic  p ractices, e .g ., to  p la y  certa in  m u sica l in ­
strum ents. O f cou rse , m ater ia l m o n o p o lie s  do p rov id e the 
m ost effective  m o tiv es fo r  the ex c lu s iv en ess  o f  the status 
grou p , a lth ou gh , in  th em selves, th ey  are rare ly  sufficient. 
But a lm o st a lw ays th ey  com e in to  p la y  to som e extent. 
W ith in  a status c irc le  there is  the q u estion  o f  interm arriage: 
the in terest o f  the fa m ilie s  in  the m o n o p o liza tio n  o f  po­
ten tia l b rid egroom s is  at lea st o f  eq u a l im p ortan ce and is 
p a r a lle l to an in terest in  th e  m o n o p o liza tio n  o f  daughters. 
T h e daughters o f  th e  c irc le  m u st b e p rov id ed  for . With 
an increased  in c lo su re  o f  th e  status grou p , the conventional 
p referen tia l o p p ortu n ities  fo r  sp ec ia l em p lo y m en t grow  
in to  a leg a l m o n o p o ly  o f  sp ec ia l offices fo r  th e  mem bers 
o f th ese  d elim ited  grou p s. C ertain go o d s b ecom e objects 
for m o n o p o liza tio n  b y  sta tu s grou p s. In ty p ica l fashion  
these everyw h ere in c lu d e  “ en ta iled  esta tes” ; frequently  
th ey  a lso  in c lu d e  the p o ssess io n s  o f  serfs  or b ondsm en  and 
fin a lly  sp ec ia l trades. T h is  m o n o p o liza tio n  occurs p osi­
tiv e ly  o r  n eg a tiv e ly :

P o s it iv e ly :  w hen the sta tu s group  is  ex c lu s iv e ly  entitled  
to  ow n and to  m an age them ;

N eg a tiv e ly : w hen, in  order to m a in ta in  its sp ec ific  way 
o f l i fe ,  the status grou p  m u st n o t  ow n and m an age  them. 
F or th e  d ec is iv e  ro le  o f  the “ sty le  o f  l i f e ”  in  status “honor” 
m ean s th at th e  “ status gro u p s” are the sp ec ific  bearers of 
a ll “ con ven tion s.”  In  w hatever w ay  it  m ay  b e m anifest, 
a ll  “sty liza tio n ”  o f  l i f e  e ith er  orig in a tes in  sta tu s groups 
or at least is  con served  by them . E ven i f  th e  princip les  
o f status con ven tion s d iffer g rea tly , th ey  revea l certain  
ty p ica l tra its, e sp e c ia lly  a m o n g  th ose  strata w h ich  are most 
p r iv ileg ed . Q u ite  g en era lly , am on g  p r iv ileg ed  status groups 
there is  a  status d isq u a lifica tio n  w h ich  op era tes aga in st the 
perform an ce  o f  com m on p h y sica l labor. T h is  d isq u a lifica ­
tion  is  n ow  “settin g  in ”  in  A m erica  a ga in st th e  o ld  tradi­
tion  o f  esteem  fo r  lab or. V ery  freq u en tly  every  rational 
econ om ic  p ursu it, and e sp e c ia lly  “en trepreneuria l activ ity” 
is  look ed  upon  as a d isq u a lifica tion  o f  status. A rtistic  and 
literary  activ ity  is  a lso  con sid ered  to b e d egrad in g  work 
as soon  as it is ex p lo ited  fo r  in com e, or at lea st w hen it is 
con nected  w ith  hard p h y s ica l exertion . A n ex a m p le  is the 
scu lp to r  w ork in g  lik e  a  m ason  in  h is  dusty  sm ock as over 
aga in st the pain ter  in  h is  sa lo n -lik e  “stu d io ”  and those  
form s o f  m u sica l practice  w h ich  are accep tab le  to  the status 
group .

Econom ic C onditions and Effects o f  Status 
Stratification

T h e freq uent d isq u a lifica tio n  o f  th e  g a in fu lly  em p lo y ed  as 
such  is  a d irect resu lt o f  the p r in c ip le  o f  sta tu s stratification  
p ecu lia r  to the so c ia l order, and o f  cou rse , o f  th is  p r in c ip le  s 
o p p o sitio n  to  a d istr ib u tion  o f  p ow er w h ich  is  regulated  
e x c lu s iv e ly  th rough  the m arket. T h ese  tw o factors operate



OCTOBER, 1944 277

alon0- w ith variou s in d iv id u a l on es, w h ich  w ill  b e touched  
upon below .

We have seen  ab ove that the m arket and its  p rocesses  
“knows no p erson a l d is tin c tio n s” : ‘‘fu n c tio n a l”  in terests  
dom inate it. It k n ow s n o th in g  o f  “h o n o r .”  T h e  status 
order m eans p rec ise ly  th e  reverse, v iz .:  stra tifica tion  in  
icrins o f  “h o n o r”  and o f  s ty le  o f  l i f e  p ecu lia r  to  status 
oi'oups as such . I f  m ere eco n o m ic  acq u is ition  and naked  
e c o n o m ic  pow er s t ill  b ea r in g  th e  stigm a  o f  its extrastatus  
origin co u ld  bestow  u p on  a n yon e  w ho h a s  w on  it the sam e  
honor as th ose  w ho are in terested  in  status b y  v ir tu e  o f  
style o f  life  c la im  fo r  th em selves , the status order w ou ld  
he threatened at its very  root. T h is  is  th e  m ore so  as, 
oiven eq u a lity  o f  status h on or , everyw h ere p rop erty  p e r  se  
represents an ad d ition  even  i f  it is  n o t o v er tly  ack n o w l­
edged to  be such. B ut i f  such  eco n o m ic  a cq u is itio n  and  
power gave th e  agen t an y  h on or a t a ll ,  h is  w ea lth  w ou ld  
result in h is a tta in in g  m ore “h o n o r”  than  th o se  w ho su c­
cessfu lly  c la im  h on or b y  v irtu e  o f  s ty le  o f  l i fe .  T h erefore  
all groups h a v in g  in terests in  th e  status order react w ith  
special sh arp n ess p rec ise ly  a g a in st th e  p reten tion s o f  p u re ly  
econom ic a cq u is ition . In  m ost cases th ey  react the m ore  
vigorously the m o re  th ey  fe e l th em selves threatened . C a l­
deron’s resp ectfu l treatm ent o f  the p easan t fo r  in stance, 
as opposed  to  S h ak esp eare’s sim u lta n eo u s and osten sib le  
disdain o f  the “ c a n a ille ”  illu s tra tes  th e  d ifferen t w a y  in  
which a firm ly  structured  statu s order reacts as com p ared  
with a status order w hich  h as b ecom e eco n o m ica lly  p recar i­
ous. T h is is  an exp ress ion  o f  a  sta te  o f  a ffa irs that recurs 
everywhere. P rec ise ly  b ecau se  o f  th e  r ig o ro u s reaction s  
against the c la im s  o f  p rop erty  p e r  se , th e  “ parvenu ” is  
never p erso n a lly  and w ith ou t reservation  accep ted  b y  the  
privileged status grou p s, n o  m atter h ow  co m p le te ly  h is  
stvle o f  l i f e  has b een  ad ju sted  to  th eirs. T h ey  w ill  o n ly  
accept h is d escen dants w ho have b een  educated  in  the c o n ­
ventions o f  th eir  sta tu s grou p  and w ho have n ever b e ­
smirched the h on or o f  the status grou p  b y  th eir  ow n  e c o ­
nomic labor.

H ence, a s to  the gen era l effec t o f  th e  statu s ord er, o n ly  
one consequ en ce can be stated , but it is  v ery  im portan t. 
It is that the h in d ran ce o f  th e  free  d eve lop m en t o f  the  
market occurred  first fo r  th ose  g o o d s w h ich  status grou p s  
directly w ith h eld  from  free  ex ch a n g e  b y  m o n o p o liza tio n . 
This m o n o p o liza tio n  m a y  b e effected  e ith er  le g a lly  or c o n ­
ventionally . F or  ex a m p le , in  m an y H e lle n ic  c it ie s  d u ring  
the epoch  o f  statu s grou p s and a lso  o r ig in a lly  in  R om e  
the inherited esta te  (a s  is  show n b y  th e  o ld  fo rm u la  for 
indiction against sp e n d th r ift s ) , w as m o n o p o lized  ju st as 
were the esta tes o f  kn igh ts, p easan ts, p riests and e sp e c ia lly  
the c lien te le  o f  the cra ft and m erchant g u ild s . T h e  m arket is 
restricted and th e  pow er o f  naked  p rop erty  p e r  se  w h ich  
give its stam p to “ c la ss  fo rm a tio n ” is p u sh ed  in to  the 
background. T h e  resu lts  o f  th is p ro cess can b e m o st d i­
verse. O f cou rse , b y  n o  m ean s do th ey  n ecessa r ily  take  
the d irection  o f  w eaken ing  th e  con trasts in  the econ om ic  
situation. F req u en tly  the reverse  h o ld s . In an y  case, 
where stratification  by status perm eates a com m u n ity  as 
strongly as w as th e  case in  a ll p o lit ic a l com m u n ities o f  
antiquity and o f  the M id d le  A ges, one can  never speak  

a g en u in e ly  free  m arket com p etition  as w e understand
today. T here are w ider effects than th is d irect exc lu sion

o f  sp ec ia l g o o d s from  the m arket. T h ere is  a  circum stance  
w h ich  fo l lo w s  from  th e  ab ove  m en tion ed  con trariety  b e­
tw een status order an d  p u re ly  eco n o m ic  order. It is  that 
in  m o st in stan ces th e  n o tion  o f  h on or p ecu lia r  to status 
a b so lu te ly  ab h ors that w h ich  is  essen tia l to  the m arket: 
h ig g lin g . This n o tion  o f  h on or ab h ors h ig g lin g  am ong  
p eers and o c c a s io n a lly  it  tab oos h ig g lin g  fo r  th e  m em bers  
o f a status grou p  in  gen era l. T h erefore , everyw here there  
are statu s g ro u p s, and u su a lly  the m o st in flu en tia l, wrh o  co n ­
sid er  a lm o st any k ind  o f  overt p a rtic ip a tio n  in  eco n o m ic  
acq u is itio n  as a b so lu te ly  stigm atiz in g .

T hus, w ith  som e o v er-s im p lifica tion , on e m ig h t sa y  that 
“c la sse s” are stratified  a cco rd in g  to  th eir  r e la tio n s  to  the  
p rod u ction  and a cq u is itio n  o f  g o o d s; w h ereas “status  
g ro u p s” are stratified  a cco rd in g  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  their  
co n su m p tio n  o f  g o o d s a s  represented  b y  sp ec ia l “s ty le s  o f  
l i f e .”  A n “ occu p a tio n a l g ro u p ” is  a lso  a “ sta tu s g ro u p .” 
F or n o rm a lly , it su c c e s s fu lly  c la im s  so c ia l “h o n o r”  o n ly  
b y  v irtue o f  th e  sp ec ia l “s ty le  o f  l i f e ”  w h ich  m a y  b e  d e ­
term ined  b y  o ccu p ation . H ow ever, th e  d ifferen ce  betw een  
c la sses  an d  status grou p s freq u en tly  overlap . It is  p re ­
c is e ly  th ose  status co m m u n itie s  m o st str ic tly  segregated  
in  term s o f  “ h on or ,”  v iz . ,  th e  In d ian  castes, w ho tod ay  
sh ow , a lth ou gh  w ith in  very  r ig id  lim its , a r e la tiv e ly  h igh  
d egree  o f  in d ifferen ce  w ith regard to  p ecu n iary  “ in co m e.” 
H ow ever, th e  B rahm in s seek  such  in com e in  q u ite  h e tero ­
gen eou s w ays.

A s to the gen era l econ om ic  c o n d it io n s  m ak in g  fo r  the  
p red om in an ce  o f  stra tifica tion  b y  “ sta tu s” o n ly  v ery  lit t le  
can b e sa id  in  gen era l. W hen  th e  b ases o f  th e  acq u is ition  
an d  d istr ib u tion  o f  g o o d s are r e la tiv e ly  sta b le , stra tifica ­
tion  by status is  favored . E very  tech n o -eco n o m ic  rep er­
cu ss ion  and tran sform ation  th rea ten s stra tifica tion  b y  status 
and p u sh es the “ c la ss  situ a tio n ”  in to  th e  foregrou n d . 
E p och s and cou n tries in  w h ich  the naked  c la ss  situ ation  
is  o f  pred om in an t s ig n ifica n ce  are reg u la r ly  th e  p eriod s  
o f tech n ica l-econ om ic  tran sform ation s. A n d  every  s lo w in g  
dow n o f  th e  sh ift in g  o f  eco n o m ic  stra tifica tion s in  due 
cou rse  lea d s  to  the grow th  o f  “ sta tu s”  structures and again  
m akes fo r  the resu scitation  o f  th e  im portan t ro le  o f  so c ia l 
“h o n o r .”

Parties

W hereas the gen u in e  lo c u s  o f  “c la sse s” is  w ith in  the 
“ econ om ic  ord er,” the lo cu s  o f  “sta tu s g ro u p s”  is  w ith in  
the “ so c ia l order,” i.e ., w ith in  th e  sp h ere  o f  the d istr ib u tion  
o f  “ h o n o r .” F rom  w ith in  th ese  spheres, c la sse s  and status 
gro u p s in flu en ce one another and th ey  in flu en ce th e  leg a l 
order and are in  turn in fluenced  by it. But “ parties”  live  
in  a h ou se  o f  “ pow er.”

T h eir  action  is orien ted  tow ard  the acq u is itio n  o f  soc ia l 
“ p ow er ,” that is  to say , tow ard in flu en cin g  a com m u n al 
action  no m atter w hat its  conten t. In p r in c ip le , p arties  
m ay ex is t in a  so c ia l “c lu b ”  as w e ll as in  a “ sta te .” A s 
over a ga in st the a c tio n s o f  “ c la sse s” and “ status g ro u p s,”  
fo r  w h ich  th is is  not n ecessa r ily  th e  case , the com m u nal 
action s o f  “p arties”  a lw a y s m ean  a so c ie ta liza tio n . For  
party a c tio n s are a lw a y s d irected  tow ard  a  g o a l w hich  is 
striven  fo r  in p la n n ed  m anner. T h is  g o a l m ay  b e a “cau se”
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(th e  party  m a y  a im  at r ea liz in g  a p rogram  for id ea l or 
m ateria l p u r p o se s ) , or the g o a l m ay  b e “ p erso n a l”  ( s in e ­
cu res, pow er, and from  these h on or fo r  the leader and f o l ­
low ers o f  the p a r t ie s ) . B ut u su a lly  the party  action  a im s  
a t a ll these s im u lta n eo u sly . P artie s are, th erefore, o n ly  
p o ss ib le  w ith in  com m u n ities w h ich  are som eh ow  soc ie ta l-  
ized , that is  to  say , w h ich  have som e ra tion a l order and a 
stall' o f  p erso n s a v a ila b le  w h o are ready to  en fo rce  it. F or  
p arties  a im  p rec ise ly  at in flu en cin g  th is staff, and i f  p o s ­
s ib le , to  recru it it  from  party  fo llo w ers .

In  an y  in d iv id u a l case , p arties, m ay  represen t in terests  
determ ined  through  “ c la s s  situ a tio n ”  or “sta tu s situ a tio n ,”  
and th ey  m ay  recru it their  fo llo w in g  resp ec tiv e ly  from  one  
or the other. B ut th ey  n eed  b e  n eith er  p u re ly  “ c la ss”  nor  
p u re ly  “ sta tu s”  p arties. In m ost cases th ey  are p artly  
c la s s  p arties  or p a rtly  status p arties, and freq u en tly  they are  
neither. T h ey  m ay  represen t ep h em era l or en d u rin g  struc­
tures. T h eir m ean s o f  a tta in in g  p ow er m a y  b e  q u ite  varied , 
r a n g in g  from  naked v io len ce  o f  an y  sort to  can vass in g  fo r  
votes w ith  coarse  or su b tle  m ean s: m o n ey , so c ia l influence, 
the fo rce  o f  sp eech , su g g estio n , c lu m sy  h oax , and so  on  to  
th e  rou gher or m o re  artfu l tactics  o f  ob stru ction  in  p a r lia ­
m en tary  b od ies.

T h e  so c io lo g ic a l structure o f  p arties  d iffers in  a n eces­
sa r ily  b a sic  w ay a cco rd in g  to  the k ind  o f  com m u n al action  
w h ich  th ey  s tru g g le  to  in fluence. A lso  p arties  d iffer a c­
co rd in g  to  w hether or n ot th e  com m u n ity  is  stratified  by  
status grou p s or b y  c la sses . B efo re  a ll  e lse , th ey  vary to 
the structure o f  “ d o m in a tio n ”  w ith in  th e  com m u n ity . F or  
their  lead ers n o r m a lly  d ea l w ith  th e  con q u est o f  a co m ­
m u n ity . T h ey  are, in the gen era l con cep t w h ich  is  m a in ­
tained  here, n ot o n ly  p rodu cts o f  sp e c ia lly  m odern  form s  
o f  d om in ation . W e sh a ll a lso  d esign a te  as p arties the

an cien t and m ed iev a l “ p arties,” d esp ite  the fa c t that their  
structure d iffers b a s ic a lly  from  the structure o f  m odern  
p arties. By virtue o f  these structural d ifferen ces o f  dom in­
ation  it is  im p o ssib le  to  sa y  a n y th in g  about th e  structure of 
p arties  w ithou t d iscu ss in g  the structural form s o f  socia l 
d o m in ation  p e r  se . P a r tie s  w h ich  are a lw a y s th em selves  
structures s tru g g lin g  fo r  d o m in ation  are very  frequently  
organ ized  in  a very  strict “ au th oritarian ”  fa sh ion . . . .

C on cern in g  “ c la sse s ,”  sta tu s g ro u p s,” an d  “ parties”  it 
m u st b e sa id  in  gen era l that they n ecessa r ily  p resu p p ose  a 
com p reh en sive  so c ie ta liza tio n , and e sp e c ia lly  a p o litica l 
fram ew ork  o f  com m u nal actio n , w ith in  w h ich  th ey  operate. 
T h is  d oes n o t m ean  th at parties w o u ld  b e con fin ed  by the 
fron tiers o f  an y  in d iv id u a l p o lit ic a l com m u n ity . On the 
con trary , at a ll tim es it  h as been  th e  order o f  the day that 
the so c ie ta liza tio n  (even  w hen it a im s at th e  u se o f  m ilitary  
fo r c e  in  com m on ) reaches b ey o n d  th e  fron tiers of 
p o lit ic s . T h is  h as b een  the case  in th e  so lid a r ity  0 f  
in terests am on g  the O ligarch s and am on g  th e  dem ocrats in 
H e lla s , am on g  th e  G u e lfs  and a m o n g  G h ib e lin es in  the 
M id d le  A ges, and w ith in  the C a lv in ist p arty  d u ring  the. 
p eriod  o f  r e lig io u s  stru gg les . It h as been  the ca se  up to 
the so lid a r ity  o f  th e  la n d lo rd s  (in tern a tio n a l congress of 
agrarian  la n d lo r d s ) , and h as con tin u ed  am on g princes 
(h o ly  a llia n c e , K arlsb ad  d e c r e e s ) , so c ia lis t  w orkers, con­
servatives (th e  lo n g in g  o f  P ru ssian  con servatives for Rus­
sian  in terven tion  in  1 8 5 0 ) . B ut th eir  a im  is  n o t necessarily  
the estab lish m en t o f  new  in tern a tion a l p o lit ic a l i.e ., terri­
to r ia l ,  d o m in io n . In the m a in  th ey  a im  to  influence the 
ex is tin g  d om in ion .
[T h e  p o s th u m o u s ly  p u b lish e d  te x t b rea k s  o ff h ere. A n  un­
fin ish ed  d r a f t  o f  a  c la ss if ica tio n  o f  s ta tu s-g ro u p s  fo l lo w s .—
G. a n d  M .\

Thawnms fa r  P re sid a m t?

S evera l read ers have asked m e  w hom , i f  any one, I am  
g o in g  to  vote fo r  th is fa l l .  R eg re tfu lly , I  have to  rep ly :  
no-one. T hree o f  the five p resid en tia l can d id ates can  be  
elim in ated  at on ce: R o o sev e lt an d  D ew ey for reason s a l­
ready exp ressed  in th is departm ent, and the P ro h ib itio n  
Party can d id a te  b ecau se  I am  in  favor  o f  a lc o h o lic  b ever­
ages. T h e  S o c ia lis t  L abor P arty  is , fo r m a lly  a t lea st, revo ­
lu tio n a ry  so c ia lis t . U n fo r tu n a te ly , h ow ever the S L P  is  a 
sect w ith  lit t le  re lev a n ce  to  the presen t, frozen  in  the tra d i­
tion  o f  D e  L eon  so  co m p le te ly  as to  m ak e the m ost orthod ox  
T rotsk yist seem  p o s it iv e ly  lib era lis tic  b y  com p arison . ( I f  
th e  W orkers P arty , in c id en ta lly , had  a  can d id a te  for p res i­
dent, I w ou ld  p rob ab ly  v o te  for h im .) T hat leaves N orm an  
T hom as.

M y ob jection  to T h om as can b e  put b riefly : h e  is  a 
lib era l, n ot a so c ia lis t . A  “so c ia lis t” , a s  I u se the term  
an yw ay , is  on e w ho h as taken  th e  first s im p le  step  a t lea s t 
o f  break ing  w ith  present-day  b o u rg eo is  society . D esp ite  an 
u n d ou b ted ly  sin cere  p erson a l b e lie f  in  so c ia lism , N orm an  
T h om as h as been  u n ab le , e ither in te lle c tu a lly  or p o lit ic a lly ,

to take th is  step . H is  ro le  h as a lw a y s been th at o f  the left 
o p p o sitio n  w ith in  th e  p re s e n t s o c ie ty ,  the fig h tin g  crusader 
in sm a ll m atters ( l ik e  H agu eism  and o ther c iv il  liberties  
is su es) and the tim id  co n fo rm ist in  b ig  m atters ( lik e  the 
presen t w a r ) .  H is ow n cam p a ign  m ater ia l describ es him, 
accu ra te ly , a s “ A m erica’s C on sc ien ce .” It seem s a great 
p ity  that N orm an  T h om as d id  n o t b ecom e th e  ed itor  o f  The 
N a tio n  in stead  o f  su cceed in g  D eb s. B oth  T h e  N a tio n  and 
the S o c ia lis t  P arty  w ou ld  have g a in ed : th e  form er would  
be a m ore co u ra g eo u s and s ig n ifica n t p u b lica tio n , and the 
latter w o u ld  h a v e  had a better ch an ce to  d ev e lo p  in to  a revo­
lu tio n a ry  party.

T h e essen tia l lib era lism  o f  the m an  com es ou t in  (1 )  
the m an n er in  w h ich  he m akes h is  cr itic ism s o f  the status 
q u o , and (2 )  the w ay h e m et the greatest p o lit ic a l issue  
o f  tod ay , th e  w ar, b oth  b e fo r e  and after P ear l H arbor.

( 1 ) .  T h om as’ fa v o r ite  ap p roach  is  to  assum e th at R oose­
v e lt  and th e  o thers in  p ow er are h on est, reason ab le  m en trying  
ju st as ea rn estly  as he h im se lf  to  w ork  ou t th in g s  for the 
best in terests o f  h u m an ity ; to  assum e, furtherm ore, that it
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is som ehow  p o ss ib le  for th in g s  to b e w orked out that w ay b y  
these leaders  (w h ich  im p lie s  w ith in  the bou n d s o i  the present 
econom ic set-up) and then to ad dress to  them  p la in tiv e ly  
hopeful q u estion s a lo n g  the lin es  o f :  “W h y, M r. P resid en t, 
don’t you im p lem en t the A tla n tic  C h arter?”  T he to n e  is 
precisely  that o f  the lib era l w eek lies , w h o a lso  are fon d  
of ask ing such q u estion s. It is  true th at T h om as, as a p r o ­
fessed so c ia lis t , is  m u ch  m ore scep tica l o f  th e  lead ers and  
often throw s in  fo rm a l statem ents to  the effect th at o n ly  
socia lism  can g iv e  the r ig h t an sw er to  h is  q u estion s. B ut 
this m erely  m ak es h im  in te lle c tu a lly  le ss  con sisten t than  
the lib era l ed itors, sin ce , i f  h e , u n lik e  them , k now s the 
answers in  ad vance, th ere  is  no p o in t in  ask ing  the sam e  
kind o f  q u estion s (a n d  in  th e  sam e ton e o f  v o ic e ) .  T he  
p olitica l effect o f  th is  ap p roach  is  m o st c o n fu s in g , sin ce  
it im p lies that R o o sev e lt and C h u rch ill have the sam e g o a ls  
at heart that T hom as d oes and h en ce  eith er  that they are 
“m istaken” or that T h om as d id  n o t qu ite  catch their real 
m eaning and w ou ld  b e d e lig h ted  to be set right.

Thomas on the W ar Issue

U p to P ear l H arbor, N orm an  T h om as w as v io le n tly  an ti­
war, but as a m id d lec la ss  iso la t io n is t  rather than as a 
socia list. W ith  h is  characteristic  op p ortu n ism  in  such  m at­
ters. he w ent so  far as to  speak from  the p la tfo rm  o f  A m er­
ica F irst. T hom as, for a ll h is  id ea lism , seem s w ill in g  to 
go to a lm ost an y  len g th s to  in crease  h is  au d ien ce .*  W hen  
Pearl H arb or w as attacked , T hom as revea led  in sta n tly  and  
con clu sively  that it w as iso la tio n ism  and n o t in tern ation a l 
socia lism  w hich  had been  the m a in sp r in g  o f  h is  op p o sitio n  
to the war. A t on ce  h e  sh ifted — a lo n g  w ith  A m erica  F irst 
and th e  rest o f  the iso la tio n is t  m ovem en t —  to  a “ c r it ica l” 
pro-war p o sitio n . T h is  in stan tan eou s sh ift  once Japan  had  
“attacked” us— th e  sh a llo w n ess  o f  T h om as’s so c ia lism  ap ­
pears in  h is  b e in g  so  overw h elm ed  by th e  p h y sica l fa c t o f  
m ilitary  aggression  —  con trasts p a in fu lly  w ith  D eb s’ b e ­
havior in the la s t war. It a lso  con trasts p a in fu lly  w ith  the 
views T hom as h im se lf  expressed  in  a fam ou s sym p osiu m  
in the M odern  M o n th ly  in Ju ne and Sep tem b er, 1 9 3 5 . T o  
the query, “ W hat w ill you  d o  w hen A m erica  g o es  to  W a r ? ” , 
T hom as rep lied : “  . . .  I f  and w hen A m erica  enters new  
wars I sh a ll k eep  ou t m y se lf , do w hat I  can  to b r in g  about 
prom pt p eace  and tak e w hatever ad van tage I can  o f  the  
situation in order to b r in g  ab out that cap tu re o f  p ow er in  
governm ent b y  th e  w orkers w h ich  is  the true b asis  o f  free ­
dom, peace and p len ty .”  A n d  to  the even  m ore poin ted  
query, “W ould  a p ro sp ec tiv e  v ic to ry  b y  H itle r  over m ost  
o f E urope m o v e  y o u  to urge U . S. p artic ip a tion  in o p p o s i­
tion to G erm any in  order to p revent such a  ca ta stro p h e? ” 
Thomas rep lied : “ I su p p o se  m y answ er to you r th ird  q u es­

tion is ‘N o ’. . . . T h e  v ic to ry  w e w ant over fa sc ism  m ust be  
won by the w orkers th em selves on other than the b a sis  o f  
n ation a listic  w ar. I v iew  w ith  p ro fou n d  regret the recent 
acts o f  the C om m unist In tern a tion a l in g o in g  back to the 
position o f  the m a jo r ity  S o c ia lis ts  in 1 9 1 4 ; that is to  say. 
the p osition  o f  su p p o rtin g  a p o ss ib le  “ good  w ar” , in this 
case a war aga in st fa sc ism , as that w as a lle g e d ly  a war 
against im p eria lism .”

h as p a r tic ip a te d  at lea«t o n ce  a s  o n e  o f th e  pan e l of “ e x p e r ts” 
° r  ju d g e s” in an id io tic  ra d io  p ro g ra m  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  p e rso n a l 
p rob lem s of ad o le scen ts  a n d  u n h a p p ily  m a rrie d  w ives in  th e  v u lg a r  
and d e g ra d in g  wav su c h  p ro g ra m s do. H e  p ro b a h lv  s in c e re lv  b e ­
lieved lie  was g e ttin g  c lo se  to  th e  m asses, a n d  a lso  o f  c o u rse  o b ta in - 
>ng a  b ig  a u d ie n c e ; b u t su c h  a n tic s  co m p ro m ise  a  se rio u s  p o litica l 
ead er. T th in k , le t a lo n e  th e  f a i lu re  to  se n se  how  h u m ilia tin g  and  

exp lo ita tive  such  p ro g ram s a r e  in th e i r  a p p ro a c h  to th e  com m on 
people.

It is  true that T h om as’s su p p ort o f  th e  w ar is  extrem ely  
“ c r it ic a l” , so  m u ch  so  th at there is  a c tu a lly  a  great deal 
o f  co n fu s io n  a s  to  w hether he su p p orts it  or o p p o ses  it. 
T h is fa c t d oes n o t seem  to m e in  T h om as’s fa v o r , how ever: 
it ap p ears rather to  b e an op p o rtu n istic  strategy  d esign ed  
to  ap p ease  b oth  s id es o f  p u b lic  o p in io n  on  th e  w ar, and  
sp e c if ic a lly  d esign ed  to  p reven t th e  S o c ia lis t  P arty  from  
sp litt in g . F or  a siza b le  m in o r ity  o f  th e  S .P ., w h ose so c ia l­
ism  u n lik e  T h om as’s w as m o re  than  sk in -deep , stuck to its  
anti-w ar p o sitio n  a f te r  P ear l H arbor. T h e  g y ra tio n s  o f  
th e  S .P . on th is  issu e  are to o  co m p lex  to  g o  in to  h ere; 
suffice it to  sa y  that th e  fo rm u la  adop ted  w as su fficiently  
e la s tic  and am b igu ou s to p erm it p acifists, anti-w ar so c ia lis ts  
and pro-w ar so c ia lis ts  to  co n tin u e  together in s id e  the party . 
T h is fa ilu re  to sp lit  on  the w ar issu e  h as a lw a y s seem ed to  
m e an in d ica tion  o f  a certain  lack  o f  p o lit ic a l ser iou sn ess  
in a ll the S .P . faction s.

It h as m eant, in  an y  case , that o n ly  a few  sp ec ia l sc h o l­
ars can  sa y  offhand ju st w hat th e  p a rty ’s lin e  on the w ar is. 
S in ce  a party  lik e  th e  S .P . is  p r im a rily , at presen t, an  ed u ­
cation a l organ iza tion , th is m ean s a gross fa ilu re  to  do its 
job  o f  c la r ify in g  a m a jo r  issu e. I th in k  T hom as fa i ls  c o n ­
sta n tly  at th is  ed u ca tio n a l jo b  in  other m atters as w e ll, b e ­
cau se  h e  lack s an y  m ethod  o f  p o lit ic a l or h is to r ica l an ­
a ly s is , and because h e reacts to  issu es a lw a y s  in th e  ty p ica l 
lib era l fa sh io n : w hat w o u ld  /  do i f  I w ere in  R o o sev e lt’s 
sh o es?  H e th erefore  co n sta n tly  g iv e s  the erron eou s im ­
p ression  that R ooseve lt, C h u rch ill and th e  rest m ake “m is­
takes”  and fa i l to  “ understand” th in gs. T he su p erfic ia l and  
m islea d in g  nature o f  h is  approach  m ay  b e  seen  i f  w e f o l ­
low  h is  com m en tary  on  in tern a tion a l a ffa irs over the p ast 
year.

"W h y , Mr. P resid en t. . . ?”

T h om as shocked  even  th e  m em bers o f  h is  ow n party  
w hen, in  the C a ll  o f  N ovem b er  12, 1943 , h e  su m m ed  up h is  
reaction s to th e  just-con clu d ed  M oscow  C on feren ce: “ The 
agreem ents reached  w ere m uch  m ore ex ten siv e , forth righ t 
and en co u ra g in g  than I  a lo n g  w ith  m ost others had e x ­
pected . . . . W h at w e h a v e  lo o k s  tow ard  a  very  defin ite  co ­
op eration , in c lu d in g  C hina, reach in g  in d efin ite ly  in to  the  
p ostw ar p eriod  and p o in tin g  th e  w ay to ‘an in tern a tion a l 
organ iza tion ’ o f  a ll ‘p ea ce -lo v in g  states’ . . . A ll th is ju sti­
fies h op e , but it  is  by* no m eans a guarantee, etc . . . .”  (I t  
m ay or m ay  n o t b e sig n ifica n t that T h om as, in  s ig n in g  
th is s la p -h a p p y  b lu rb , w as id en tified  n ot as th e  lead er  o f  
the S o c ia lis t  P arty  but as “ C hairm an, E xecu tive  C om m ittee. 
P ostw ar W orld  C o u n c il.” ) W hat can on e sa y  o f  a so c ia lis t  
p o litic ia n  w h o th ink s that an ad van ce in coop era tion  b e ­
tw een th e  m ajor  im p er ia list p ow ers is a { ta in ?  W hat in 
g od ’s n am e w as “ en co u ra g in g ”  about the M oscow  agree­
m en ts?  And to q u ote ser io u slv . n o t ir o n ic a lly , the p ro p a ­
ganda p h rases abou t “ International organ ization  o f  peace- 
lo v in g  n a tio n s” ! S h ad es o f  E u"ene D ebs!

O ne w ou ld  have exp ected  T h om as, lo g ic a lly , to  have  
been even m ore p leased  bv T eheran than by M oscow , since  
T eheran e lea r lv  represented  a m uch greater ad van ce to ­
w ards “ coop era tion ” . B ut T h om as is  rarely  lo g ic a l— and  
he had p ro b a h lv  been im pressed  b v  the reaction s to  h is  
b lu rb  fo r  th e  M oscow  C on ference. At an y  rate, h e titled  
h is  rad io  speech on T eh eran: “T he B ig  P our L o se  a O ^ a t  
O p p ortu n itv .”  T h is  b egan : “ T he w h o le  w orld  w aited  
h rea th lesslv  for the w ord that w ou ld  co m e out o f  the co n ­
feren ce o f  S ta lin . C h u rch ill, and R o o sev e lt . F or that w ord  
m ight b v  its p ow er shorten thi« w7ar. holrt to  fo resta ll the 
n ext and b rin g  h e a lin g  to the n a tion s. W ell, w e heard  the
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w ord; and it  w as but a reiteration  o f  h igh -sou n d in g  gen er­
a lit ie s , a lrea d y  fa ir ly  w e ll u n d erstood . B ut w hat ab out 
their a p p lica tio n ?  . . . T he an sw er is  silen ce . A n d  w ithou t 
k n ow in g  w hat th e  B ig  F ou r  h a v e  con cea led  under a  secrecy  
m o re su ccessfu l than that su rrou n d in g  th eir  co n feren ces, I 
assert th at how ever h e lp fu l th eir  m eetin g s  in  term s o f  their  
p erson a l re la tio n sh ip s an d  m ilita r y  strategy, th ey  h ave n o t  
to ld  our en em y  or ou rse lv es w hat w e are fig h tin g  fo r . N o t  
th u s is  d em ocracy  served  or p ea ce  b rou gh t n earer.”

T h is  is  an ad van ce over the estim ation  o f  th e  M oscow  
C on feren ce: a t lea st T h om as, u n lik e  th e  lib era l ed itors, su s­
p ected  som eth in g  rotten . B ut h o w  ab su rd  fo r  a  so c ia lis t  to  
talk  o f  T eheran as a “ lo s t op p o rtu n ity ”  fo r  p ro g ress! T he  
o p p ortu n ity  th e  im p er ia lis t  ch ie fta in s  gathered  th ere w ere 
in terested  in  w as o f  q u ite  another natu re— and it w asn ’t lost. 
H ow  in fa n tile  to  w a it “b rea th le ss ly ” fo r  R o o sev e lt , C hurch­
i l l  and S ta lin  to  b r in g  forth  a “ w ord” w h ich  w ou ld  m iracu ­
lo u s ly  “b r in g  h e a lin g  to  th e  n a tio n s” ! W h at k in d  o f  soc ia l 
system s d oes T hom as th ink  ex ist in  th o se  cou n tries a n yw ay?  
N o r  is  th e  ever-h op efu l lead er  o f  the S o c ia lis t  P arty  com ­
p le te ly  d iscou raged  even  y e t: h e  dares g o  n o  farther than  
to “ assert” n o t that th e  B ig  T hree reached  an y  b a d  agree­
m ents at T eheran b u t that— g o d s g iv e  u s p a tien ce !— “ they  
h ave  n o t to ld  us w hat w e  are fig h tin g  fo r .”  (T h e  lib era l 
w eek lie s  used  to h a v e  th a t  ed ito r ia l in  stan d in g  ty p e: “M r. 
P resid en t, W hat A re W e F ig h tin g  F o r ? ”  T h ey  n ever go t 
an answ er.)

In the M arch 10, 1 9 4 4 , is su e  o f  T h e C a ll ,  T h om as d e ­
p lo red  the “pattern o f  A llie d  p la n s  fo r  E urop e w h ich  strip  
th e  w ar o f  any id ea lism  or resp ect fo r  d em ocracy  or u n d er­
sta n d in g  o f  th e  c o n d it io n s  o f  p eace .”  A g a in , the u su al 
q u estion : “H o w  lo n g  w ill  th e  A m erican  P resid en t, C on­
gress and p e o p le  b e h yp n otized  in to  u n d erw ritin g  these  
th in gs w ith  their  m on ey  and the liv e s  o f  th eir  so n s ? ”  A gain  
the im p lica tio n  is  th e  u su a l lib la b  n on sen se  th at R o o sev e lt  
and C on gress are som eh ow  “ m istaken” , that th ey  d o n ’t 
know  w hat th ey  are d o in g  w hen th ey  ad op t im p er ia lis t ic  
p o lic ie s . A  k in d  o f  im p er ia lism  b y  am n esia , ap p aren tly . 
F reu d  m ig h t ex p la in  th is strange m en ta l d isea se ; n o t M arx.

In  a  rad io  sp eech  on  J u ly  7 , T h om as gyra tes even  m ore  
d iz z ily  than usu a l. H e b eg in s  “b y  g la d ly  assu m in g  the  
s in cer ity  o f  the P resid en t’s b e lie f  in  h is  F ou r F reed om s.” 
H e then n egates th is assu m p tion  b y  m a rsh a llin g  data— in  
h is  fa v o r ite  qu estion  form , o f  cou rse— to  sh ow  that R o o se ­
v e lt  b y  a “M a ch ia v e llia n  p ro cess”  tricked  the cou n try  in to  
the w ar, that h e  is  p la y in g  cy n ica l p ow er p o lit ic s , and that 
h e d o esn ’t dare revea l th e  cou n try’s  real w ar a im s because  
th ey  are im p er ia listic . H e  th en  n egates th is  n eg a tio n , in  
true d ia lec tica l form , b y  retu rn in g  to h is  first lin e :  “ I raise  
th ese  q u estion s, M r. P resid en t, from  no d esire  to  stir  up  
o ld  con troversies, but becau se  w e have a right to  know  
now — n ot to o  la te  fo r  correction — the com m itm en ts you  
h a v e  m ad e to  our A llie s .”  It is n ever “ too  la te  fo r  cor­
rection ”  w ith  T hom as— n o te  aga in  th e  assu m p tion  it is  
a ll a  g h a stly  m istake. N o te  a lso  th e  im p lica tion  th at it is 
n o t the U n ited  S ta tes’ ow n im p er ia lis t ic  am b itio n s but 
rather th e  p ressu re o f  its A llie s  w hich  cau ses R ooseve lt  
to  dep art from  th e stra igh t and narrow  path. T he su p erior  
rectitude o f  d em ocratic  A m erica , the p ath etic  v ictim  o f  
th ose  w icked E uropean  p ow ers— th is is  good  iso la tio n is t  
doctrin e, but it  sou n d s stra n g e ly  in  th e  m outh  o f  th e  S o c i­
a lis t  cand idate fo r  presid en t.

N o  on e co u ld  ever a ccu se  N orm an  T h om as o f  b e in g  an  
econ om ic  d eterm in ist, or o f  p o ssessin g , in deed , any theory  
o f  h is to r ica l d evelop m en t. N o th in g  is  exclu d ed  as im p o s­
s ib le ; on e m ich t ca ll h im  a ty p ica l A m erican pragm atist 
w ere it n ot that he refu ses to  learn from  exp er ien ce . E very  
tim e an in tern a tion a l con feren ce  is  h e ld , h e goes through

the sam e ro u tin e: first, the last-ch an ce b u ild -u p  ( “ W e must 
se ize  th is op p ortu n ity . . . .  I t is  n o t  to o  la te . . . . L et us hope 
. . .” ) ; n ex t, th e  q u estio n s  ( “ W h y, M r. P resid en t . . . ? 
W hat are w e figh tin g  for , M r. H u ll . . . ? ) ;  f in a lly , the 
so rro w fu l c o n c lu s io n : b itch ed  a g a in ! (In  m o re  elegant 
la n gu age , o f  co u rse .) L ike lib era l ed itors, T h om as seems 
to  have an in fin ite  ca p a c ity  fo r  d is illu s io n m en t, and for 
a v o id in g  an y  p ra ctica l co n c lu s io n s  fro m  h is  experience. 
H e has a lread y  begun  the w eary  rou n d  a g a in  w ith  Dum ­
barton  Oaks, w h ich , h e sa id  on  A ugust 2 5 , “m ay  come 
c lo se  to  d eterm in in g  w hether w e w ill  have another world 
w ar w ith in  a gen era tio n .” A s  th is  is w ritten  h e  is  w inding  
up the q u estion  p eriod  and is  sa d ly  p rep arin g  to  w rite off 
o n e  m ore “ la st h o p e .” B u t there is  a lw a y s, o f  course, the 
fo rth co m in g  R o o seve lt-C h u rch ill-S ta lin  con feren ce . It is 
n o t to o  la te , M r. P resid en t . . .

Still and A ll . . .
B ut g ran tin g  a ll  the ab ove  and m ore about Norm an  

T h om as as a  p o lit ic a l lead er  som e w ill  sa y  (a n d  have, in 
fact, sa id  to m e in  c o n v e r sa t io n ), g ran tin g  h e  is  not an 
“ id e a l”  and n o t even  a sa tisfactory  can d id ate , are there not 
s t i l l  som e stron g  reason s fo r  v o tin g  fo r  h im  th is fa ll, to 
w it: ( 1 )  h e  is  su p erior  to  an y  o f  th e  other candidates;
(2 )  th e  gen era l p ress  an d  p u b lic  regard  T h om as a s  a sym ­
b o l o f  so c ia lism , .and a  b ig  vote fo r  h im  th is fa l l  would  
en cou rage  th e  fo rces o f  th e  le f t  and b r in g  progressive  
p ressu re  to  bear on the su ccessfu l can d id ate; (3 )  y o u  ad­
vocate  a th ird  party m ovem en t o f  la b o r , farm ers and mid- 
d lec la ss  e lem en ts on  th e  lin e s  o f  th e  M ich igan  C om m on­
w ealth  F ederation  and w ou ld  p resu m ab ly  v o te  fo r  its  presi­
d en tia l can d id ate, but w o u ld  n o t su ch  a  p arty , in  th e  be­
g in n in g  at least, b e  m uch  le s s  p ro g ress iv e  on  th e  w ar and 
on m ost other issu es than th e  S o c ia lis t  P arty  n o w  is?

T o d ea l b riefly  w ith  th ese  th ree  p o in ts:
(1 )  T h is  is  r e a lly  a varian t o f  th e  “ lesser  e v il”  argu­

m ent, and I see  no m ore reason  to vo te  fo r  a  pro-war 
lib era l s im p ly  b ecau se  h e is  the best o f  five unacceptable  
altern atives, than to  fo l lo w  th e  le sser -ev il p o lic y  in  other 
m atters. O ne n eed  n ever ch o o se  betw een  ex is tin g  bad al­
tern a tives; one can  reject them  a ll in  order to  w ork tow ards 
the m a ter ia liza tion  o f  a g o o d  a lternative .

(2 )  T h om as is  tru ly  a p o p u la r  sym b o l o f  so c ia lism , just 
as W a lla ce  is  a p o p u la r  sym b o l o f  lib era lism . O r, for 
that m atter, ju st as the S o v ie t U n io n  to d a y  is  considered  
b y  m ill io n s  o f  p e o p le  th e  in tern ation a l fortress o f  socia lism . 
B ut th ese  sy m b o liza tio n s  seem  to  m e  to b e  erron eou s, and 
th e  first step  tow ard  ach iev in g  th e  rea litie s  th ey  d istort is 
to  strip  them  aw ay. I f  o n e  m akes on e’s p o lit ic a l criterion  
n o t th e  rea lity  but th e  m om en tary  e ffect on p o p u la r  con­
sc io u sn ess  o f  a  certain  d eve lop m en t, then  a very  g o o d  case 
can b e m ad e ou t fo r  the P A C ’s b a ttle  fo r  W a lla ce  at the 
D em ocra tic  con ven tion . C erta in ly  the n om in ation  o f  W al­
la ce  wrou ld  h a v e  been  w id e ly  interpreted  as a v ictorv  for 
th e  le f t , c er ta in ly  h e w as supp orted  b y  the lab or, liberal 
and Nesrro m ovem en ts and o p p o sed  b y  th e  reactionaries. 
A nd vet. a s I tried  to show  in th e  A u gu st num ber, the W al­
la ce  is su e  w as a fa ls e  one and th e  struesrle to  nom inate  
him  a w aste  o f  en ergy . L ik ew ise , a b is  vote for Thom as 
m ieh t w ell b e  tem p o ra rily  en co u ra g in g  to the le f t  today, 
and m iob t w ell im n -" ss the b o u rg eo is  p o lit ic a l leader®, but 
its m o re  lastin'* ofUr-ts. co n sid er in g  T h om as’s p o litica l 
d efic ien c ies as a so c ia lis t  lead er , w ou ld  b e  co n fu s in g  and 
dem oralizur*. On the other h an d , a d ram atica lly  sm a ll 
’•nte th is fa l l  fo r  T hom as m m h t d am age h is  p restige suffi- 
c ien tlv  to rcdue-' b is  present d om in ap ee  in thp S .P . and
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to im pair h is  effectiven ess as a p o p u la r  sy m b o l o f  so c ia l­
ism T hese w ou ld  be, in  m y  op in io n , h ea lth y  d evelop m en ts.

(*3) It is  true th at a p rogress ive  th ird  party  w ou ld  have  
m uch le ss  rad ica l p rogram  than  the S o c ia lis t  P arty  now  

has, and a lso  that its  cand idate m ig h t w e ll b e p o lit ic a lly  
even less d esirab le  than N orm an  T hom as. It is  a lso  true  
I w ould n on eth e less v o te  fo r  h im . O ne fo rg iv e s  im m aturity  
things one cannot fo rg iv e  a grow n-up  m an , and such  a 
party w ou ld  b e a  y o u n g , in exp er ien ced , u n form ed  cub  
com pared to the ven era b le  organ ism  th at is  th e  S o c ia lis t  
party today. It w ou ld  represen t p o ss ib le  grow th  in  a rad i­
cal d irection , w h ereas the S .P . is th e  en d  resu lt o f  e v o lu ­
tion, not its  starting-poin t. M ore im p ortan t, w hen a n a ­
tional th ird  party  m a ter ia lizes , it w ill  b e  th e  exp ress ion  
of a broad m ov in g -forw ard  o f  the A m erican  m asses, just 
as the rise  o f  the CIO w as; an d  w hen there is  som e d yn am ­
ism in  m ass p o lit ic s , it is  sa fe  to  p u t u p  w ith  a lo t o f  
things in the p resen t in  the k n o w led g e  th at th ey  w il l  p ro b a ­
bly b e corrected  in  the fu ture. T he ru sh in g  stream  o f  
events brushes a sid e  after a w h ile  the fa ls e  tren d s; th e  m ain  
thing is to  keep th e  stream  p u sh in g  ahead , k eep  th e  m asses  
acting and learn in g . A  th ird  party  w ith  a  farm er-labor  
orientation co u ld  su rv ive  a lo t m ore co n fu s io n  and co m ­
prom ises than  th e  S o c ia lis t  P arty  can. A  lib era l leader  
evolving in  a so c ia lis t  d irection  is  a very  d ifferen t p ro p o ­
sition from  a so c ia lis t  lead er  e v o lv in g  (o r  rather, lo n g  
since h a v in g  com p leted  th e  ev o lu tio n a ry  p ro cess ) in  a 
liberal d irection .

D W IG H T  M ACDONALD

B R IT IS H  C A P T A I N  Q U IT S  IN  W A R - A I M  P R O T E S T

L O N D O N ,  S e p t.  2 7  ( U . P . ) — A  B rit ish  A r m y  c a p ta in ,  d e s c e n d e d  f ro m  

thirteen g e n e r a t io n s  o f  e a r ls  w ith  a f ig h t in q  t r a d it io n  d a t in g  b a c k  t o  

Flodden  F ie ld  in  1513, h a s  re s ig n e d  h is  c o m m is s io n  a n d  r isk e d  s a c r if ic ­

ing his a rm y  c a r e e r  b e c a u se , he  sa id , he c o u ld  n o t  le a d  m en  in to  

battle  a n d  t o  d e a th  " s h o u t in g  a w a r  c r y  w h ich  I r e g a r d  n o t  o n ly  a» 

foolish  b u t  a s  o n e  o f  th e  o u t s t a n d in g  e x a m p le s  o f  c r im in a l n e g le c t  in 

British E m p ire  h is to ry ."
The w ar c ry  t h a t  C a p t .  th e  H o n .  W i l l i a m  D o u g la s -H o m e ,  3 3 -y e a r-  

old y o u n g e r  so n  o f  th e  th ir te e n th  E a r l o f  H o m e ,  d o e s  n o t  like is " u n ­

c o n d it io n a l su r re n d e r . "  A  le tte r  t h a t  he  w ro te  on  s c r a p s  o f  p a p e r  

below  th e  h ills  t h a t  r in g  L e  H a v r e  t o ld  th e  sto ry  t o d a y  w he n  it  w a s  

pub lished  in h is h o m e to w n  n e w sp a p e r ,  T h e  M a id e n h e a d  A d v e r t is e r .  

H e  sa id :
" I  d o  n o t  b e lie v e  a  n e g a t iv e  w a r  a im  t o  b e  w o rth  th e  b o n e s  o f  one  

British g re n a d ie r .  Y e t  *  *  *  I am  t o  c h a r g e  fo r th  n o t  a s  c a p t a in  o f  

my soul b u t  a s  c a p t a in  o f  th e  R o y a l A r m o r e d  C o r p s ,  n o t  f o r  m y  c o n ­

ce p tion  o f  th e  tru th  b u t fo r  w h a t  I r e g a r d  a s  b e in g  a  d e l ib e r a te ly  

false r e a d in g  o f  in te rn a t io n a l p o lit ic s  b y  s ta te sm e n  p la y in g  th e  o ld  

ga m e  o f  p o w e r  p o lit ic s  f o r  th e  se c o n d  t im e  in  tw e n ty  y e a rs. A m  I a n d  

those w h o  th in k  like m e  n o t  t o  b e  a llo w e d  t o  c h o o se  w h e th e r  t o  live  

for o u r ow n id e a ls  o r  t o  d ie  fo r  a n e g a t iv e  o f  id e a ls  o f  tw o  v e ry  t ire d  

old m e n ? "

— " N .  Y. T im e s",  Sep t. 28, 1944.
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G EO RG E W O O DC O C K  ed its the E n g lish  literary  m agazin e, 
N o w . “ T he T yran n y  o f  the C lock ” is  reprin ted  from  W ar  
C o m m en ta ry , an an arch ist b i-w eek ly  p u b lish ed  in  L ondon . 
. . . JO H N  J. B R O W N  has w orked as a  rad io  en g in eer  and  
has taugh t E n g lish  at C orn ell. H is  th es is , “ S am u el Joh n ­
son  and 18th C entury S c ien ce” , w on  th e  John  A dd ison  
P orter p r ize  at Y a le  fo r  th e  best d octora l th esis subm itted  
in  1943 . H e  is now  ch ie f  tech n ica l w riter at R esearch  
E n terprises (R a d a r ) , in  T od m ord en , C anada. H is  artic le , 
he w rites, “m ig h t be con sid ered  a by-prod uct o f  a year  
sp en t at Y a le  fin ish in g  a d octora l d isserta tion  and o f  m y  
exp er ien ce  as a rad io  en g in eer  w ith  th e  S ou n d scrib er  C or­
p oration  in  N ew  H aven .” . . . II . H . G E R T H  and C. 
W R IG H T  M IL L S are in  th e  departm ents o f  so c io lo g y  o f  
the U . o f  W iscon sin  and the U . o f  M ary lan d , resp ectively . 
O xford  U n iv ersity  P ress w ill  p u b lish  th is sp r in g  a vo lu m e  
o f  their  tran sla tion s from  M ax W eber, in c lu d in g  th is  one. 
. . . B E R N A R D  L E M A N N  has stu d ied  at th e  S orb onn e, 
taken a P h D  at H arvard, and h as taught in  th e  art d ep art­
m en ts o f  th e  U . o f  K entucky, N ew com b  C o lleg e , H arvard  
and R ad cliffe . H e h as con trib u ted  a r tic le s  on caricature  
to v a r io u s art m agazin es, and h as com p leted  a book  la s  
yet u n p u b lish ed ) on  D au m ier . H e  is a  C.O. and is now  
w ork in g  as an attendant in  the P h ila d e lp h ia  S tate H osp ita l.

W IT H  T H E  L A B O R  S T A T E S M E N

B O S T O N ,  A u g .  22— Sidney H illm an, C ha irm an  o f the 
P A C ,  expressed the belief that M a in e  and Vermont, trad i- 
toinal Republican strongholds, would g o  "non -partisan " in 
the Presidential election— "an d  by that I mean for President 
Rooseve lt." — N . Y. Times, A u g .  23, 1944.

S ta te m e n t  o f  th e  o w n e rs h ip , m a n a g e m e n t, c i r c u la t io n ,  e tc .,  re q u ire d  b y  th e
A c ts  o f  C o n g re s s  o f  A u g u s t 2 4 , 1912, a n d  M a rc h  3, 1933 , of 

P O L I T I C S
P u b lis h e d  m o n th ly  a t  N e w  Y o rk  C ity  f o r  O c to b e r  1, 1944, S ta te  o f  N ew  
Y o rk , C o u n ty  o f  N ew  Y o rk , s s . :

B e fo re  m e , a  n o ta ry  pu b lic  in  a n d  f o r  th e  S ta te  a n d  c o u n ty  a fo re s a id ,  
p e r s o n a l ly  a p p e a re d  N a n c y  M acd o n a ld ', w ho  h a y in g  b e e n  d u ly  s w o rn  a c c o rd ­
in g  to  law , d e p o se s  a n d  s a y s  th a t  sh e  is  th e  b u s in e ss  m a n a g e r  o f  th e  P o lit ic s , 
a n d  th a t  th e  fo llo w in g  is , to  th e  b e s t o f  h e r  k n o w led g e  a n d  b e l ie f , a  t r u e  
s ta te m e n t  o f  th e  o w n e rsh ip , m a n a g e m e n t ( a n d  if  a  d a i ly  p a p e r , th e  c i r c u ­
la t io n ) ,  e tc .,  o f  th e  a fo re s a id  p u b lic a t io n  f o r  th e  d a te  sh o w n  in  th e  above 
c a p tio n , re q u ire d  by  th e  A c t o f  A u g u s t  2 4 , 1912, a s  a m e n d e d  by  th e  A c t 
o f  M a rc h  3, 1933, em b o d ied  in  se c t io n  537, P o s ta l  L a w s  a n d  R e g u la tio n s , 
p r in te d  on th e  r e v e r s e  o f  th is  f o rm , to  w it:

1. T h a t  th e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d re s s e s  o f  th e  p u b lish e r , e d i to r ,  m a n a g in g  e d i to r , 
a n d  b u s in e s s  m a n a g e rs  a r e :

P u b lis h e r— P o lit ic s  P u b lis h in g  C o ., 45 A s to r  P la c e , N e w  Y o rk  C ity  3.
E d ito r -  -D w ig h t M a c d o n a ld , 117 E a s t  10th  S tr e e t ,  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  3.
M anaging E d ito r: None.
B u s in e ss  M a n a g e r— N a n c y  M a c d o n a ld , 117 E a s t  10th  S t . .  N e w  Y o rk  C ity  3.
C irc u la t io n  M a n a g e r— D o ro th y  B ru m m , 32 W . 9 6 th  S t . ,  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  25.
2. T h a t  th e  o w n e r  i s :  ( I f  o w n ed  by  a  c o rp o ra t io n , i ts  n a m e  a n d  a d d re s s  

m u s t h e  s ta te d  a n d  a lso  im m e d ia te ly  th e r e u n d e r  th e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d re s s e s  of 
s to c k h o ld e rs  o w n in g  o r  h o ld in g  o n e  p e r  c e n t  o r  m o re  o f  to ta l  a m o u n t of 
s to c k . I f  n o t o w n ed  by  a  c o rp o ra t io n ,  th e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  o f  th e  i n ­
d iv id u a l  o w n e rs  m u s t be g iv e n . I f  o w ned  b y  a  f irm , c o m p a n y , o r  o th e r  
u n in c o rp o ra te d  c o n c e rn , i ts  n am e  a n d  a d d re s s ,  a s  w e ll a s  th o s e  o f  e a c h  in ­
d iv id u a l m e m b er, m u s t b e  g iv e n .)

P o li t ic s  P u b lis h in g  C o ., 45 A s to r  P la c e , N ew  Y o rk  C ity  3.
(B u s in e s s  o w ned  b y  D w ig h t M a c d o n a ld , 117 E . 1 0 th  S t . ,  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  3 )
3. T h a t  th e  k n o w n  b o n d h o ld e rs  m o r tg a g e e s , a n d  o th e r  s e c u r i ty  h o ld e rs  

o w n in g  o r  h o ld in g  1 p e r  c e n t o r  m o re  o f  to ta l  a m o u n t o f  b o n d s , m o rtg ag es , 
o r  o th e r  s e c u r i t ie s  a r e :  ( I f  th e r e  a re  n o n e , so s ta te . )  N o n e .

4. T h a t  th e  tw o  p a ra g ra p h s  n e x t  a b o v e , g iv in g  th e  n a m e s  o f  th e  o w n ers , 
s to c k h o ld e rs , a n d  s e c u r i ty  h o ld e rs , i f  a n y , c o n ta in  n o t  o n ly  th e  l i s t  o f  s to c k ­
h o ld e r s  a n d  s e c u r i ty  h o ld e rs  a s  th e y  a p p e a r  u p o n  th e  b o o k s o f  th e  co m p an y  
b u t a lso , in  c a se s  w h e re  th e  s to c k h o ld e r  o r  s e c u r i ty  h o ld e r  a p p e a rs  upon  
th e  books o f  th e  com pany  a s  t r u s te e  o r  in  a n y  o th e r  f id u c ia ry  re la tio n , th e  
n am e  o f  th e  p e rs o n  o r  c o rp o ra t io n  f o r  w h o m  su c h  t r u s te e  is  a c tin g , is  g iv e n ; 
a lso  th a t  th e  sa id  tw o  p a r a g r a p h s  c o n ta in  s ta te m e n ts  e m b ra c in g  a ffian t’s  fu ll 
k n o w le d g e  a n d  b e l ie f  a s  to  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a n d  c o n d itio n s  u n d e r  w h ich  
s to c k h o ld e rs  a n d  s e c u r i ty  h o ld e r s  w ho  d o  n o t  a p p e a r  u p o n  th e  b o o k s  o f  the  
c o m p an y  a s  t r u s te e s ,  h o ld  s to ck  a n d  s e c u r i t ie s  in  a  c a p a c ity  o th e r  th a n  th a t  o f  
a  b o n a  fid e  o w n e r ;  a n d  th is  a ffian t h a s  no  re a so n  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  a n y  o th e r  
p e rs o n , a s s o c ia tio n , o r  c o rp o ra t io n  h a s  a n y  in te r e s t  d i r e c t  o r  in d i r e c t  in  th e  
s a id  s to ck , b o n d s , o r  o th e r  s e c u r i t ie s  th a n  a s  so s ta te d  b y  h im .

N A N C Y  M A C D O N A L D ,
B u s in e s s  M a n a g e r  

S w o rn  to  a n d  su b sc r ib e d  b e fo re  m e th is  s eco n d  d a y  o f  O c to b e r , 1944.
M a e  R . K e e fe .

N o ta r y  P u b lic . N . Y . C . C lk ’s  N o . 69 , R eg . N o . 49 -K -5 . B ro n x  C o. C lk ’s N o . 
2 3 , R eg . N o . 125-K -5, K in g s  C o. C lk ’s  N o . 10 , R eg . N o . 61-K -5. Q u e e n s  Co. 
C lk ’s N o . 1833, R eg . N o . 184-K -5. N a s sa u  C o. C lk ’s  N o . 6-K -45 . C e r t ,  filed 
W e s t .  R ich . S u ffo lk  C o ., C o m m issio n  E x p ir e s  M a rc h  3 0 , 1945.
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polities

A u th o r  s  N o te :  T h e A m e ric a n  C o m m iss io n  f o r  th e  P r o ­
te c tio n  a n d  S a lv a g e  o f  A r t is t ic  a n d  H is to r ic  M o n u m en ts  in  
E u ro p e , fu n c tio n in g  u n d er  th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t, h as n o t 
o n ly  th e  cach e t o f  o ff ic ia l s ta tu s  b u t a lso  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  
an  im p o s in g  m e m b e rsh ip . I t  p re p a re s  m a rk e d  m a p s  a n d  
ta b u la te d  l is ts  o f  h ig h s  p o ts  ra te d  a c c o rd in g  to  e s tim a te d  
im p o r ta n c e ;  issu es te c h n ic a l m an u a ls  a n d  an  i l lu s tra te d

Ed itor's In  d escr ib in g  the resu lts  o f  th e  recent
N o te  Q uebec C on feren ce, T im e fo r  Septem b er

2 5  w ro te :“  T he o verw h elm in g  fa c t w as that, 
at the end  o f  th e  w ar in  E u rop e, the A llie s  w ill  h a v e  an em ­
barrassm ent o f  w ar-m aking riches. A p p a ren tly  n o t even  the  
P ac ific  w ill  be vast en ou gh  to  h o ld  th e  su p p ly  o f  arm s and  
m en w hich  th e  U . S . an d  B rita in  co u ld  b r in g  to  bear on  
T ok yo . . . . N o  d ec is ion  w as an nounced  on w hat m ay  be a  co n ­
sid era b le  secon d ary  p ro b lem : how  ex a ctly  to em p lo y  G en­
era ls  E isen h ow er, P a tto n , B rad ley , P atch , D evers, Eaker, 
Spaatz, e t a l. . . . C h ief d ifficu lty o f  the con feren ce, said  
the tw o b eam in g  p r in c ip a ls , as they lectured  th e  p ress on 
the sundeck  o f  Q uebec’s  C itadel, w as h ow  to find  enou gh  
w ork fo r  a ll  h an d s in  th e  P ac ific . W in ston  C h u rch ill had  
co m e to  Q uebec a larm ed  at th e  U . S. N a v y ’s  ram bunctious  
th eory  that it co u ld  fin ish  the P a c ific  w ar by itse lf . Sa id  
h e: ‘Y ou sh an ’t have a ll th ose  good  th in gs to  y o u rse lv es .’ ”  

T he im p lica tio n s  o f  th is  litt le  p iece  o f  jo u rn a lism  w ill 
bear so m e th in k in g  about. T he re lish  w ith  w h ich  C h u rch ill 
sp eak s o f  “ a ll th ose  g o o d  th in gs” , the p icture o f  un em p loyed  
gen era ls  and overp roduced  m u n itio n s (th e  P a c ific  “m arket”  
is  ev id en tly  too  narrow  fo r  fu l l  p rod u ction , p erh ap s a few  
W P A  p ro jects  in  A fr ic a  or Sou th  A m erica  w ill b e  n e e d e d ),  
the a n x ie ty  o f  R oosevelt-C h u rch ill that th e  P a c ific  w ill  n ot  
y ie ld  “en ou gh  w ork  fo r  a ll h an d s.”  T o  th ese  gen tlem en , 
as to th e  ed itors o f  T im e , w ar is  n o  lon ger  a regrettab le  
n ecess ity  but th e  v ery  stu ff o f  life , th e  em p lo y er  o f  m en  
and the consu m er o f  p rod u ction . T h e  p rob lem  is  n o t how  
to  w in  the w ar but h ow  to keep  it g o in g  on a b ig  en ou gh  
sc a le  to  p ro v id e  w ork “ fo r  a ll  h an d s.”

T he second  a rtic le  in  our ser ies, “ W ar as an In stitu tion ” , 
ap p ears on  th is  p age. T he idea  behind th e  ser ies, im p lic it  
in  the ab ove  q u ota tion , is  th at th e  p rocess o f  p rep arin g  
and w ag in g  w ar h as b ecom e an in tegral part o f  so c ia l or­
gan iza tion  tod ay  and th at it can b e con sid ered  as such  
quite  apart from  the p o lit ic a l issu es in vo lved . W ar is a 
m ean s to an end, but, lik e  so  m an y  other p henom ena in 
our c iv iliza tio n , the m ean s is  tu rn in g  in to  an en d  itse lf . 
W e can neither understand  sc ien tif ica lly  the w orld  w e are 
now  m o v in g  in to , nor can w e taste its fu ll m ora l horror  
u n less  w e rea lize  that, tod ay , w ar-m aking is not an in ter­
ruption  o f  the p rocesses o f  organ ized  so c ie ty ; it is  o rgan ­
ized soc ie ty . A nd o n ly  i f  w e understand  th is  and feel 
th is as the great p o lit ic a l i«sue o f  th e  fu ture w ill w e be 
ab le  to w ork out an y  h u m an ly  p rogress ive  a lternative .

le c tu re  on  F irst A id  P ro tection  fo r  A rt T reasures and 
M onu m ents; p ro v id e s  e x p e r t f ie ld  w o rk ers  as a r t is t ic  ad ­
v ise rs  to  h ig h ra n k in g  m i l i ta r y  o fficers . I t  a ssu m es th e  th ree­
f o ld  ta sk  o f  sa fe g u a rd in g , su p e r v is in g  sa lv a g e , a n d  record­
in g  in s ta n ces o f  d a m a g e  a n d  p i l la g e  f o r  fu tu re  re feren ce  in 
p o s tw a r  se ttlem en ts . I t  w o rk s  on  th e  p r in c ip le  {a s  enunci­
a te d  b y  G en era l E isen h o w er in  h is le t te r  to  a l l  com m an d in g  
o ff ic e rs  la s t D e c e m b e r ) th a t “ w e  a re  b o u n d  to  re sp e c t . . . 
so  fa r  as w a r  a llo w s  . . . m o n u m en ts  w h ic h  b y  th e ir  creation  
h e lp e d  a n d  n o w  in  th e ir  o ld  a g e  il lu s tra te , th e  c iv iliza tio n  
w h ich  is  o u rs .”

A  R E F U G E E  sch o la r  on ce  rem arked that in  the last 
w ar, w henever there w as a  qu estion  o f  survival, 
the liv e s  o f  p e o p le  w ere g iven  p reced en ce over works 

o f  art. H e  added  th o u g h tfu lly  th at p erh ap s th is w as right 
and p rop er. T h e m om entary  q u estio n in g , a d isturbance  
in  th e  h ab itu a l pattern  o f  th ou gh t, startled  h is  listeners  
in to  uncerta in  s ilen ce , but o n ly  p a ss in g ly  s in ce  m o st o f  the 
group  presen t, fa m ilia r  by th is tim e w ith  th e  old-w orld  
p ro fesso r ’s id eas, und erstood  w h at h e  had  in  m ind .

C u ltural o b jects grow  o u t o f  l i fe .  T h e  con cep tion  and 

sh a p in g  o f  th e  th in g , th e  very  factu re  that resu lts  from  
the action  o f  th e  m a n ip u la tin g  han d— th ese  reflect a par­
ticu la r  m an ner o f  th ou gh t and liv in g . T h e  v a r io u s physical 
asp ects (ta lln ess , rou ghn ess, w eigh t, co lo r , m ovem en t, light, 
e tc .)  are d eterm in in g  factors for certain  p sy ch o lo g ica l 
effects or  tra its (su ch  as p o ise , se lfa sser tiv e  pow er, m ystical 
a sp ira tion , inner s tru g g le ) p ecu lia r  to  the p redom inating  
co lle c tiv e  p sych e, th e  cu ltu re  th at is  u ltim a te ly  th e  prim e- 
m over in  the p ro cess o f  output. M an can n ot la y  a hand  

to  raw  m ateria ls w ith ou t g iv in g  them  a  n ew  set o f  pat­
terns in ev ita b ly  hum an in  conten t— th ou gh  a lso  inev itab ly  
an o v er ly in g  reflection  o f  natu re’s ow n  patterns and forces. 
In th is w ay, a ll  ex a m p les  o f  th e  p la s t ic  arts are in vo lved  
in  th e  w id er  sco p e  o f  the art o f  liv in g . T h is  h o ld s  true  
n o t o n ly  fo r  th e  broader aspects o f  d es ig n : can a ls , dam s, 
cu ltiva ted  lan d , roads, to w n s w ith  churches, m arket squares 
and backyard gard en s; it a p p lie s  as w e ll to  art in  the 
m ore restricted  and fa m ilia r  sen se— as in d iv id u a lized  self-  
co n sc io u s  exp ress ion  or as prod u ction  ex c lu s iv e ly  su b serv i­
ent to  a c la ss: th e  la tter-day  b eggared , em an cip ated  art o f  
the p ic tu re -g a ller ie s  or the p ortra iture and p r in ce ly  trap­
p in g s  o f  p a laces . In one sen se  art w orks are the con ­
centration  p o in ts , th e  arch etyp es in w h ich  m en’s  d ream s are  
con secrated ; in another, th ey  com b in e to m ak e up the  
se ttin g  in  w h ich  m en act out th eir  dream s.

H ence, con sid ered  o b jec tiv e ly , th e  destruction  o f  a  w ork  
o f  art in w h ich  a m an h as p u t the essen ce  o f  on e p h a se  o f  
h is  life , or o f  a ll  h is  years, is  lik e  d estro y in g  the best part
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0f h is im m orta l so u l, w h ich  h e  h a s  sou gh t to  crysta lize  
in a m ore or le ss  p erm an en t form . T h is  m a y  b e a  m uch  
more regrettab le occurrence than  the death  o f  th e  m an h im ­
self. after h e had fu lf ille d  h is  p u rp o se  or o u tliv ed  h is  fru it­
fulness. In  the cases o f  so m e  com m u n al efforts, their  lo ss  
means the b lo ttin g  ou t o f  m o re  than  one gen eration  o f  to il, 
a r t i s a n s h i p ,  sc ien ce , lo v e , search in g— th e a b sorb in g  m otive  
of m any liv e s  w hich , v iew ed  in  lo n g  retrosp ect, h ard ly  
seem to  have had an y  o th er reason  fo r  b e in g . T o  som e, 
this w ould  b e a lm o st the o n ly  im m orta lity  that m en  have: 
their sp ir itu a l se lv e s  stored  up in  art form s w h ereby inert 
matter becom es v ib ran t w ith  a p ervad in g  life -fo rce .

F urtherm ore, w hen h is to r ica l ob jects are in ju red , once  
the orig in a l facture is  erased , th e  o b ject as a  true d ocu ­
ment is  irre tr ievab ly  d efu n ct: it  p a sses  over in to  the realm  
of m em ory or o b liv io n . O nce it  h as crossed  th is  fron tier , 
it cannot b e reca lled  b y  an y  d egree  o f  p io u s  cherishm ent 
or sc ien tific  reconstruction .

And yet— sh ou ld  an y  o f  u s have to fa c e  as an actu a lity  
the h yp oth etica l p rob lem  o f  ch o ice  betw een p reserv in g  an 
old b u ild in g  or the liv e s  o f  m en , it  is  n o t lik e ly  that any  
of us w ou ld  h esita te  in  d ecid in g— in fa v o r  o f  the m en. 
Quite apart fro m  con sid ered  d eb a tin g  o f  the m atter, q u ite  
aside from  any con trovers ia l m a rg in a lia  that m ay  have  
some b earing— such as ca p ita l p u n ish m en t, eu th an asia , 
ahim sa, con tracep tion — an y  m an w o u ld  u n d ou b ted ly  act on  
spontaneous im p u lse , a d eep set im p u lse  o f  se lf-p reservation  
of the sp ec ies . It is  e v id en tly  such  an im p u lse  that h e lp s  
to keep a liv e— even tod ay w hen a ll  o ld  p ractices are d is ­
appearing— a certain  am ount o f  ch iv a lry  or sp ortsm an sh ip  
in w arfare. B ecau se o f  th is  in n a te  ten d en cy , even w hen  
existence seem s so  ch eap  an d  u ncerta in , th is  sp ec ta c le  o f  
death am on g  hum an b e in g s  s t i l l  h as so m e  hum an-in terest 
appeal; and in  m o st m in d s— the su p ersen sitive  as w e ll as 
the b ru ta lized — st ill  receives a k ind  o f  em p h a sis  over and  
above the o b litera tion  o f  th e  treasu red  re lic s  o f  hum an  
endeavor. A nd ev id en tly  it  is  r ig h t an d  p ro p er , a s the  
good p ro fessor  op in ed , that th is sh ou ld  b e so . O n ly  the 
most su p erc ilio u s  esth ete , n ow  a rare su rv ivor o f  a m ore  
carefree tim e, w ou ld  in s ist , w ith  an y  real co n v ic tion , that 
even our m ost v a lu ed  cu ltu ra l treasures w ere  n o t le ss  to  
he respected than the co lu m n s o f  unk now n  m arch in g  m en  
and the d ere lic t m asses that m ove  am on g  the shaken ru b b le  
and b o ilin g  a sp h a lt o f  E uropean  c ities.

A  P R E S S  re lease  o f  the A m erican  C om m ission  fo r  the 
P rotection  and S a lv a g e  o f  A rtis tic  and H istor ic  

M onum ents in  E u rop e ( A C F P A S O  A H M IE , h en ceforth  to  
be d esignated  A H M IE ) in d ica tes  th at th e  se ttin g  up o f  
the sa lv a g e  m ach in ery  “ is  ev id en ce o f  the con cern  fe lt  by  
the U n ited  States govern m en t and by artistic  and learned  
circles in th is  cou ntry  fo r  th e  sa fe ty  o f  a rtistic  treasures 
in E urope. It is  a lso  ev id en ce  o f  the govern m en t’s in ten ­
tion that, w hen m ilita r y  o p era tion s have been  con clu d ed , 
there sh a ll be restitu tion  o f  p u b lic  p roperty  ap p ropriated  
by the A x is  P ow ers. It is exp ected  that the C om m ission  
w ill u se its  good  offices tow ard  th is  en d  an d  w ill  advocate  
that, w here it is  n ot p o ss ib le  to  restore such  p rop erty  either  
because it has been  d estroyed  or can n ot be fou n d , restitu ­
tion in k ind  sh ou ld  be m ade b y  th e  A x is  P o w ers” .

T he official gu ard ian s h ave taken on a task o f  b ew ild er­

in g  s ize . F low  are  the lo sse s  to  cu ltu re  to be assessed  
a ga in st th e  o ffen d ers?  T h e  m atter o f  restitu tion  is  a  b a ff­
lin g  p ro b lem —  o n e  th at can  b e so lv ed  o n ly  w ith  a fiercely  
d isin terested  sen se  o f  ju stice , rare  in  tim es w hen fee lin g  
ru n s h igh . N o n e  but a  d iv in e  ju d ge  co u ld  arb itrate the  
re la tiv e  v a lu e  o f  the d estroyed  h y d ra u lic  p roject o f  the 
D nep rop etrovsk  fo r  exam p le , or  o f  th e  fa b u lo u s ly  va lu a b le  
V en u s d e M ilo  s to len  b y  th e  N a z is  from  th e  L ou vre, a d is ­
m em bered  figu re  w h ose  o r ig in a l con text, o ft  debated  by  
sp ec ia lis ts , is  forever  lo s t y e t w h ose  broken  con tou rs have  
b ecom e a fixed  im age, fo r  m an y  th e  sy m b o l o f  a ll art. I f  
w e try  to add up C oventry , P ly m o u th  an d  R otterdam , then  
subtract them  from  N u rem b erg , M ainz, T o r in o , A achen  
(A ix - la -C h a p e lle ) , som ew h ere a lo n g  th e  w ay  the m athe­
m atics w ill  becom e u n w ork ab ly  co m p lica ted . It is u n fo rtu ­
nate that the n ote  o f  v in d ictiv en ess  h as crep t in to  th e  w orthy  
id ea  o f  restitu tion , in  th e  d em an d  o f  rep aym en t in  k in d  
fo r  p u b lic  p rop erties, irrev o ca b le  lo s se s  to  m ankind .

O ne n oted  sch o la r  h as illu s tra ted  h is  a r tic le  on  th e  s a l­
v a g e  p rogram s w ith  a la r g e  p h otograp h  sh o w in g  “ W ilfu l 
D estru ction  b y  the N azis. . . .  In  an attem pt to b lo ck  a 
street and im p ed e  the ad van ce o f  C anadian  tank s p u rsu in g  
them ” , runs th e  cap tion  (p o s s ib ly  w ritten  b y  th e  e d ito r s ? ) ,  
th ey  “ d e lib era te ly  b lew  up th e  church” . O n th e  p a g e  o p p o ­
site , a s  i f  to  u n d erscore th is  flagrant n a m e-ca llin g , ap p ears  
th e  q u ota tion  (fro m  E isen h ow er’s  c o m m u n iq u e ): “ I f  w e 
have to  ch oose  b etw een  d estro y in g  a fa m o u s b u ild in g  and  
sa cr ific in g  ou r ow n m en , then our m en ’s liv e s  cou n t in fin ite ly  
m ore and th e  b u ild in g  m u st g o ” . T h e au th or o f  th e  ar­
t ic le  ob serves th at th e  G erm ans h ave  p a id  the A H M IE  
com m ission  a “co m p lim en t o f  im ita tio n ”  w hen th ey  took  
p a in s  to  rem ove th e  con ten ts  o f  M on tecassin o  to  R om e, 
w ith  m u ch  p u b lic ity . In form ation  tr ick les  in , h ow ever, to  
sh o w  th at th e  enem y h ad  a  p rogram  sim ila r  to  A H M IE  
w e ll organ ized  w hen th ey  entered  th e  w ar. A cco rd in g  to  
N ew siveeh  (F eb ru ary  2 1 , 1 9 4 4 ) “ it  is  w e ll to  know  that 
trained  ex p erts  accom p an ied  th e  in v a d in g  a rm ies to se lect  
im p ortan t art w'orks to  b e ‘protected ’ ” . E ven m o re  start­
lin g  is  the recent an n ou n cem en t from  th e V atican  that its 
vau lts n ow  con ta in  artw orks c o lle c te d  fo r  m on th s p ast from  
variou s Ita lian  c it ie s  and m oved  fo r  sa fek eep in g  through  
d elica te  n eg o tia tio n s  w ith  N a z i m ilita ry  offic ia ls w ho p ro ­
vided  ra il tran sp orta tion  fo r  h u n d red s o f  large  crates. 
{T im e , J u ly  17, 1 9 4 4 ) .  W e have m an y reports on  H itle r ’s  
g a lle r y  at L inz, crow ded  w ith  ce leb ra ted  m asterp ieces, the  
sp o ils  o f  m an y  cou n tries. But w hen the parvenus o f  the  
N azi reg im e becam e rap aciou s am ateurs, their  a p p rec ia ­
tion  o f  va lu e  in  art p rop erties is  g iven  an in terpretation  
u su a lly  n o t accred ited  to our in d u str ia l barons w ho have  
g en ero u sly  en r ich ed  p u b lic  or sem ip u b lic  co lle c tio n s . A c ­
co rd in g  to  one o f  our lea d in g  art officia ls, another c o lla b o i-  
ator in  the w ork o f  cu ltu ra l treasu res, “ the lo o tin g  o f  E u ­
rop e sp r in gs from  n o  sp on tan eou s lo v e  o f  art but from  a 
greed  fed  upon th e  con sc io u sn ess  that s in ce  the G erm an  
is  in cap ab le  o f  p rod u cin g  w hat other m en  ch erish , h e m ust 
either ap p rop ria te  it or d estroy  it. W e h a v e  not seen  as 
c lea r ly  as w e m igh t the d read fu l pattern o f  hatred  and  
d esp a ir  that h as d riven  the d iseased  G erm an m in d  to order  
the an n ih ila tio n  o f  cu ltu re  and beauty w herever they m ay  
ex is t.”

U n til n ow  the p ractices o f  education  and research  co n ­
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n ected  w ith  art h istory  and cu ltu ra l h eritage  have b een  a 
m eans o f  con tr ib u tin g  tow ard  g o o d -w ill and m utual u n ­
d erstan d in g . It w ou ld  b e a  regression  i f  th e  arts w ere  
b rou gh t in to  serv ice  as a v en g in g  w eap on s d u r in g  the p er iod  
o f  recon struction . Som e o f  us w ith  a fa n a tica lly  ten aciou s  
b e lie f  in  to lera n ce  and the recu ltiva tion  o f  h arm on y  are  
l ik e ly  to  see  g h o sts  at any tu rn : th e  lea st h in t o f  retr ib u ­
tion  w ill  lo o se  an a va lan ch e  o f  protest. A nd  w hy not, 
sin ce  n o  greater crim e co u ld  be com m itted  in th e  n a m e o f  
cu ltu re , n or have le ss  to  do w ith  it?

CO N N O IS S E U R S  an d  h is to r ia n s  are lik e ly  to  react 
m ore p o ig n a n tly  than others to  th e  d evasta tion s o f  

w ar. H ow ever, th o u g h  fa r  from  re jo ic in g  in  it, th ey  do  
have, it m u st b e ad m itted , a sort o f  field  day in  th is u n ­
accu stom ed  w ork to w h ich  th ey  w ill in g ly  b r in g  th eir  serv ­
ice . Just as w arriors betw een w ars sp end  th e ir  d ays ch iefly  
in  d iscu ss in g  cam p a ign s, so  sch o la rs n o rm a lly  lead  com p ar­
a tiv e ly  sedentary  ex isten ces. N o w  w ith  their  stored  up  
k n o w led g e  th ey  sp r in g  in to  action . Iro n ica lly , how ever, 
w h o le sa le  destruction  p rov id es th e  preservers w ith  a large- 
sca le  op eration . G rand sm ash u p s o f  en tire fa ca d es that 
w o u ld  m ake the m iss in g  arm s o f  V en u s seem  lik e  a m inor  
disfigu rem en t, w all keep  th em  occu p ied  fo r  a lo n g  tim e  
to  co m e p iec in g  togeth er  scu lp tu ra l fragm en ts. S om e sc h o l­
ars have been know n in  th e  p ast to  d evote an en tire career  
to  restor in g  a  s in g le  b u ild in g  (u su a lly  on  p ap er, fo r  w h ich  
p ra ise  b e ) that h as been  lev e lled  to  th e  grou n d  fo r  ages. 
N o w  th ey  m ust b u sy  th em selves w ith  art ob jects o f  a ll  
kin d s, m an y  b u ild in g s , la rg e  tow ns.

But are w e certain  it  is  restoration  that w e n eed  m ost, 
rather than  reh a b ilita tio n  or p erh ap s reor ien ta tion ?  W hy  
sh o u ld  w e d w ell a m o n g  the ash es o f  our lo s t  cau ses p er­
p etu a tin g  the traces o f  ca la m ity , c lu tch in g  at th e  fly ing  
fragm en ts?  A lrea d y  it  h as been p o in ted  ou t that som e  
b lo ck b u stin g  ra id s h ave a cco m p lish ed  slu m  clearan ce  m ore  
e ffec tiv e ly  than any o f  the m o re  sy stem atic  attem pts. In  
th is d ark ly  grim  hum our there i s  a flash  o f  truth. Can  
it  ever  b e that p la n le ss  d am age, even  w ith  a ll  its ev il, 
co u ld  have som e sa lu tary  resu lts?  M igh t there n o t b e a 
tim e w hen the c lu tter  ap p roach es an  im p asse , w hen it w ou ld  
be an ad van tage to h ave  a c lea n  sw eep  o f  every th in g—  
the g o o d  a lo n g  w ith th e  b ad ? P erh a p s th e  stru g g le  to 
reb u ild , in th e  fa c e  o f  d ire  n ecess ity  and unham pered  by  
rem ains, m ig h t create an im p etu s and a  freedom  o f ac­
tiv ity  that w ou ld  com p en sa te  fo r  th e  lo sses . T here is  a 
k ind  o f  h o p e fu l h ea lth in ess in  a fa ta lis t ic  a ttitu de: it’s gon e, 
le t it  g o , G od b le ss  it.

A  B ritish  cou n ter-p rop osa l carries th e  h ab it o f  the c lu t­
tered attic p lu n d erroom  to its  p rep osterou s rockbottom  e x ­
trem e. In  the A rc h ite c tu ra l R e v ie w  the su g g estio n  has been  
m ad e that a  few  bom bed  ch u rch es b e ch osen  to  serve  as 
e lo q u en t w ar m on u m en ts, “ to rem ain  w ith  us as ru in s, 
e sse n tia lly  in th e  sta te  in  w h ich  b o m b in g  h as le f t  th em ” . 
T h e p lan  p rov id es fo r  c lean u p  and la n d sca p in g  so  that such  
p la c e s  co u ld  b e used  fo r  ou td oor w orsh ip , m ed ita tion , and  
rest. E v id en tly  th e  id ea  sp r in g s p a r tia lly  from  a  desire  
to  keep  a liv e  n a tio n a l sen tim ent ( l ik e  th e  F ren ch  cu stom  
o f  p arad in g  co m p a n ies  o f  m u tile s  d e  la  g u erre  on every  
sta te  o c c a s io n ) . P a r tia lly  to o  it carries on the am iab le  
B ritish  practice (com m on  am on g  ou r ow n  h a lls  o f  learn ­

in g )  o f  crea tin g  u n in sp ired  arch itecture, then con cea lin g  
it  w ith  cascad es o f  ivy . F or a  wrh ile  lo n g er , E m p ire  w ill 
sit  b ro o d in g  am on g  its ow n ru in s, w h ile  th e  g lo r ie s  o f  
yesterd ay  ce lebrate  w ith  c la ck in g  b o n es their  m acab re v ic­
tory  over tom orrow !

OU R  cu rio u s ob sessio n  fo r  the h o a rd in g  o f  fragm entary  
d ejecta  is  i t s e lf  a h an gover , passed  on  to  u s from  

th e  cu lt o f  m on u m en ta lity  an d  m em o ria ls  th at arose in 
th e  R en a issan ce. M any o f  th e  trends that w e have exag­
gerated  in to  ev ils  w e  ow e to  the ex cu rsio n s o f  th e  Italian  
h u m an ists: the m a g n ify in g  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l, separationism  
or the ten d en cy  to  d ep artm en ta lize  a ll  th ou gh t and ac­
tiv ity , h au gh ty  co n n o isseu rsh ip , a n tiq u ar ian ism  and the 
p a ss io n  fo r  h eed less  accu m u la tio n , a  cu ltu ra l l i f e  based 
d isp ro p o r tio n a lly  on b o rrow in g— to o  o ften  w ith ou t assim i­
la tio n . In co n d it io n in g  ou rse lves to  th e  m u seu m , the an­
th o lo g y  and the m onum ent, in  su rrou n d in g  ou rse lv es acquis­
it iv e ly  w ith  sta tic  le fto v ers, w e  h a v e  b u ilt  up a m assive  
m ater ia lism  that n ow  b ecom es overb earing , r id d led  with  
d iscrep an cy  and w astefu l con flict. O ne can v iew  the pic­
ture o f  it in  its ep ito m e b y  lo o k in g  dow n a ty p ic a l city  
street: w e see  in  their  shattered  fin a lity  a ll th e  com peting  
e lem en ts o f  five cen turies o f  accretion . S om etim es it seem s 
a s  th ou gh  the o p p ress iv en ess  and irr ita tio n s  o f  urban dis­
order h a v e  d riven  m en  to  break o u t in  sp asm s o f  block­
bu stin g .

W ith in  th is p iecem ea l, d isjo in ted  m ater ia lism  are the new 
b eg in n in g s— endem ic in  it and g ro w in g  from  it. From  
the o ld  cu lt o f  m o n u m en ta lity  w e rece iv e  our ta ste  fo r  sub­
sta n tia lity , p erm an en ce, sta b ility . In th e  n ew  form s are 
ap p arent a sort o f  im m ater ia lity , e la s tic ity , m o b ility . Often 
the lim p id  character and flu id  coh eren ce o f  m odern  shapes  
an d  la y o u ts  have been  com pared  to  the s len d er  anim ated  
structu res o f  the m ed iev a l churches, th eir  flow in g , tow er­
in g  sp a c io u sn ess  an d  th e  w eav in gs o f  co lo red  lig h t serving  
as p art o f  th e  d esig n . T h e  a n a lo g y  is  r ev ea lin g  i f  not 
carried  to o  far . W hereas G oth ic creation s h a v e  an  evan­
escen t lo o k , our ow n  m ig h t b e describ ed  as ep h em era l: in 
m odern  th ou gh t tim e b ecom es a d im en sio n . T h e w ar itse lf  
is  r a d ic a lly  sym p tom atic  o f  th e  cy c lic  change. E veryw here  
th e  accep ted  c la s s ic  form s are b e in g  sw ep t c lea n  away. 
E veryw here th e  k eyn ote  is  ad a p ta b ility  in stead  o f  prece­
den t; exp er im en t in stead  o f  ru le -o f-th u m b ; flight, sun light, 
fr ee  m ovem en t in stead  o f  m easu re, secu r ity , cau tion . Not 
m on u m en ts, a lta rp ieces , p a la c e s  b u t a irp la n es, roadw ays, 
m o v ies, h ea lth fu l d w e llin g s . T h ese  are the characteristic  
con cern s o f  th e  con tem p orary  esth etic . T h e error o f  Ozy- 
m a n d ia s b ecom es app arent. T here is  n o  im m o rta lity  in­
su ran ce in  a  m assed  h eap  o f  fo rm s and p o sse ss io n s  even  
i f  y o u  s it  on  it; id en tifica tion  w ith  the y ie ld in g  flood  of 
ch a n g e  is  the o n ly  m ean s to  p erp etu a l certa in ty  an d  pow er.

CU L T U R E  m ay benefit fro m  our fervent protective  
m easu res or m ay  w e ll su rv ive  in  sp ite  o f  them . Of 

o n ly  th is o n e  th in g  m ay  w e b e fu l ly  certa in : that even  if 
our m o st h arrow in g  m isg iv in g s  w ere rea lized , cu ltu re  w ould  
n o t b e en tire ly  ob litera ted . S u p p o se  th e  w ar lasted  another  
h undred  years and the con ten ts  o f  m u seu m s w ent perm an­
en tly  un dergroun d , w h ile  m en  retired  to  caves h o llo w ed  
in  th e  d eb ris o f  gran ite  sh a fts  an d  m u tila ted  acanthus. N ew
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venerations w ou ld  grow  to m an h ood  w ith  o n ly  a dim  
know ledge o f  tra d itio n a l art fo rm s and w ith  very  little  
equipm ent to create new  ones. E ven so , cu ltu re  w ou ld  
still have g o o d  ch an ces o f  su rv iv a l. S o  lo n g  as th ere  is  
some one to ham m er o ld  tin  in to  tin p a n s, sp lit  a  reed, 
plant hed gerow s, tie  k n ots or sharpen  a  b la d e ; so  lo n g  as 
there are s t ill  a few  p e o p le  n o t to o  p sy c h o tic  fo r  n orm al 
understanding, o n ly  just od d  en ou gh  to b e tan ta lized  o cca ­
sion a lly  by an in terestin g  n ew  id ea , then  p rosp ects for  
culture w ill b e fa ir— yes, even  w ith ou t benefit o f  con n o is-  
seurship.

F in a lly , p rosp ects w il l  b e n o t m ere ly  fa ir  but bright 
jf we m ay  assu m e the su rv iva l o f  on e other fa c to r . A l ­
ways w e m ust rem em ber the sp ir it  in w hich  th e  m em orab le  
treasures have been p rod u ced . R eca ll that in  F ran ce  a 
person w e ll acqu a in ted  in  the arts w as know n as an am a teu r, 
and the Ita lia n s say  a  th in g  d o n e  tru ly  w e ll is  d on e con  
am ore. W hoever h as stu d ied  and a n a lysed , haunted  the  
shrines, sou gh t ou t th e  stores o f  se n s ib ility  and w isdom  
in the arts, cann ot have o ver look ed  th eir  m essa g e  o f  h ar­
m onious liv in g , as th ou gh  in  a l l  in sp ired  w orks the crea­
tors ca lled  ou t so m e  a p p ea l to  a ll  th e  rest o f  hum ankind. 
If our a sso c ia tio n  w ith  cu ltu ra l r e lic s  h as n o t p rodu ced  
the m ere m ockery  o f  m ercen ary  fe e l in g  fo r  q u a lity , then  
we m ust h ave d eep  in  our secon d  m em ory  th e  u n iversa l 
sentim ent that flow s fro m  m an y  p ie ta s w e  h a v e  seen , the  
pious aw e o f  tom b ston es, the th a n k fu ln ess  o f  su n n y  fo u n ­
tains, the exp ress ion  o f  d e lig h t in  d ozen s o f  rec lin in g  
Venuses, the p la in tiv e  fa ce s  o f  p a le  c low n s, the b roth erly  
deeds o f  th e  F ran ciscan  c y c le , e n fo ld in g  lan d scap es w ith  
lovers, w orkers, sa in ts. E ach  o f  u s w ill  r eca ll h is  ow n  
experiences, q u ick  m om en ts o f  resp on se . T h ese  th in gs  
register an en d less  s tra in in g  fo r  con tact w ith  other hum an  
beings. In  them  are in c ised  th e  gn a w in g  hun ger o f  m en  
and w om en fo r  b e in g  und erstood  and received  b y  others, 
the pain  o f  a lo n en ess a m o n g  the w o r ld ’s a lien a tio n s. In  
spite o f  every th in g  the cu ltu re  cu lt m a y  do to  cheapen  
Truth in to  tru ism , the truth rem ain s that our art-form s  
preserve an inner sp ir it fo r  g en era lized  love , and that the 
things o f  the sp ir it can  h ave  n o th in g  to  do w ith  reta lia tion , 
repaym ent in k in d , or the d estru ctive  fo rces th at spread  
havoc and traum a. I f  w e le t  th ese  th in gs rep len ish  them ­
selves w ith in  us, then  the u n d y in g  sou rces can  g iv e  and re­
fresh, and ten tim es ten o f  a l l  a v a ila b le  b om b lo a d s ca n ­
not ob litera te  the g o o d  p arts o f  the c iv iliza tio n  that is  ours.

D O N 'T  C H E E R .  B O Y S ,  T H E  P O O R  D E V IL S  A R E  D Y I N S I

" A s  lib e ra ls , it  is o u r  s a c r e d  d u ty  t o  h o ld  o u r se lv e s  t o g e th e r . "

— H e n ry  A .  W a lla c e ,  S p e a k in g  in Buffalo, N . Y., S e p t.  25,1944.

Q U I C K ,  W A T S O N ,  T H E  N E E D L E !

The e d ito r s  o f  "T h e  N a t io n "  a p p e a l  l o  P re s id e n t  R o o s e v e lt  t o  se n d  

a sp e c ia l m e s sa g e  to  C o n g r e s s  a sk in g  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  th e  C h a v e z -  

Sc a n lo n  b ill f o r  a  p e rm a n e n t  F a ir  E m p lo y m e n t  P ra c t ic e s  C o m m it t e e .  

They b e lie v e  th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  w o u ld  th e r e b y  in v ig o r a te  th e  c a m p a ig n  

fo r  his re e le c t io n . A  c o u r a g e o u s  in s is te n c e  on  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  a t  h o m e  

o f  the  p r in c ip le s  fo r  w h ic h  w e f ig h t  a b r o a d  w o u ld  g iv e  h is  su p p o r te r s  

a lift  th e ir  sp ir it s  b a d ly  n e e d . A  c e r ta in  e n e rv a t io n  is v is ib le  in  th e ir  

ranks. W e  a re  n o t  u n m in d fu l o f  th e  n e c e ss it ie s  o f  so -c a lle d  p r a c t ic a l  

po litics, b u t a c o m b in a t io n  o f  e x ce ss iv e  c a u t io n  a n d  d u b io u s  e x p e -  

ien cy  in d o m e s t ic  p o l ic y  m a y  tu rn  o u t  t o  b e  h ig h ly  im p r a c t ic a l.  The  

in v o c a t io n  o f  M r .  R o o s e v e lt 's  p a s t  a c h ie v e m e n t s  is  ru n n in g  in to  the  

s a g e  o f  d im in ish in g  re turns, a n d  th e  m o m e n t  h a s  c o m e  f o r  a  m o ve  

W,th so m ® a d m ix tu re  o f  th e  h ero ic .

— E d ito r ia l in "T h e  N a t io n " ,  S e p t.  9, 1944.

Free and Equal

The Tucson Strike
T h ere  a re  n o t m a n y  in s ta n ces o j  su ccessfu l a c tio n  b y  

c o lo re d  so ld ie r s  a g a in s t m i l i ta r y  jim c r o w . T h e fo l lo w in g  
re lea ses f r o m  th e  T u cson  C o m m itte e  fo r  In te r -R a c ia l U n d er­
s ta n d in g  a re , th e re fo re , o f  s p e c ia l  in te re s t.— E D .

T u cso n , A r izo n a , S e p t.  12 :
W ith  a  determ in ation  w h ich  m ay  w e ll dram atize a n a tio n ­

w id e  p rob lem , fifty  seven  N eg ro  so ld iers  w ork in g  as K itchen  
P o lic e  at th e  M arana A rm y A ir  F ie ld  n ear T u cson , A rizon a  
sp o n ta n eo u sly  w ent on  strike. A t 4 :0 0  A .M . on  th e  m o rn ­
in g  o f  S ep tem b er 11 , th e  first sh ift  o f  six teen  m en  rep orted  
to  the m ess h a ll and an n ou n ced  they w ere n o  lon ger  g o in g  
to  w ork  w ith ou t the ex tra  p a y  to  w h ich  each  w as en titled . 
In  th e  fa ce  o f  the m ost d ire  p u n ish m en t, they sat dow n. 
T he M ilitary  P o lic e  w ere im m ed ia te ly  ca lle d  and the 
strikers w ere im p rison ed  in  th e  G uardhouse.

T he E xecu tive  Officer o f  th e  F ie ld , M ajor T ild en , and  
the w hite  com m an d in g  officer o f  the N eg ro  squadron , L ieu ­
tenant S h o u p e  ca lled  a m eetin g  in  the D a y  R oom  o f  the 
secon d  sh ift  w h ich  w as su p p osed  to report at 1 :0 0  P .M . 
T h e m em b ers o f  th is  sh ift  to ld  th e  officers th ey  w ou ld  n ot 
report fo r  w ork  either. T h ese  m en  to o , were sent to  the 
G uardhouse.

T h e rem a in in g  tw o sh ifts  d id  n ot report but so  fa r  no  
d isc ip lin a r y  action  h as been  taken aga in st them .

T h e strike w as r e a lly  the desperate p rotest o f  m en w ho  
have suffered  m an y  ab u ses an d  had no recourse to rem ed ia l 
action . M ost o f  th e  so ld iers  in  qu estion  have been  on  
K .P . fo r  upw ards o f  n in eteen  m on th s, p er fo rm in g  d ay  in, 
day  out, th e  m o st d reary and m en ia l w ork  in  th e  A rm y  
A ir  F orces. T h ey  have b een  under con stan t ab u se  o f  
‘■pushers” w ho are n o to r io u s fo r  th eir  speed-up  m ethods.

F or the last n in e  m on th s, th ey  h ave been  serv in g  cadets  
w ith o u t b e in g  p a id  th e  extra 50%  o f  b ase  p a y  to  w h ich  
each  is en titled .

F or p u n ish m en t o f  m in or  in fra c tio n s , th ey  have been  
o b lig ed  to serve th eir  extra duty in  the m ess h a lls  instead  
o f  th eir  squadron  area. T h is  p o lic y  wras recen tly  d eclared  
i l le g a l b y  an A d m in istra tive  In sp ector  a fter  h av in g  been  
in  operation  fo r  over e igh teen  m onths.

T he p ro fo u n d  resen tm en t w h ich  fath ered  th is strike b e ­
com es c lea r  w hen it is  un d erstood  that th ose  m en  can be 
tr ied  fo r  m u tin y  i f  th e  h ig h er  officers ch o o se  to  b e severe. 
It is  n o t y e t know n w hether r ig o ro u s p u n ish m en t w ill  be 
m eted  out, or i f  som e concerted  effort w ill  b e m ade to  render  
th e  liv e s  o f  th ese  N eg ro  so ld ier s  to lera b le .

T u cso n , S e p t. 2 3 :
T h e  5 7  N eg ro  so ld iers  sta tion ed  a t M arana A A F , T ucson , 

A riz ., w h o w en t on strike S ep t. 11 returned to  w ork tw o  
d ays later. T he so ld ier s , a ss ig n ed  p erm an en tly  to  K itchen  
P o lic e , have been  gran ted  th e  ex tra  p a y  w h ich  th ey  asserted  
w as th eir  d u e  w hen w ork ing  fo r  cadets. N o n e  o f  th e  m en  
has b een  p u n ish ed .

T he ou tcom e o f  the strik e is  a s fo l lo w s :  a ll  N eg ro  K P  
h a v e  been a ss ig n ed  to  the cad et m ess h a ll w here th ey  w ill  
draw  $ 2 5 . per m on th  in  extra pay . H ow ever, th ey  now- 
w ork 8 4  hours a  w eek as com pared  to  th e  5 6  h ou rs a  week  
they form erly  w orked in  the G eneral m ess h a ll.
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The Intelligence Office
C O R R E C T IO N S

In  the E d ito r ’s r ep ly  to  Z o lo to w  ( “ On L ow brow  T h in k ­
in g ” . A u gu st is s u e ) ,  G ertrude S te in ’s rem ark ab ou t h a v in g  
an au d ien ce  w as in co rrectly  quoted  (th e  q u ote w a s from  
m e m o r y ). T he com p lete  and correct q uote is :  “ A n au d i­
ence is  p lea sa n t i f  y o u  have it, it is  flattering and flattering  
is  a g reea b le  a lw a y s , but i f  you  h ave an au d ien ce  th e  b ein g  
an au d ien ce  is  th e ir  b u sin ess, they are the au d ien ce  you  
are th e  w riter, le t each  attend to  their  ow n  b u sin ess .” 
( P a r tisa n  R e v ie w , Sum m er, 1 9 3 9 ) T h is  a p p lie s  even  better  
to  th e  p o in t  at is su e  than  the in correct v ersion , in c id en ta lly .

T here w as a lso  a bad m isp r in t. T h e  w ord “n o t”  should  
b e d eleted  from  the sen ten ce: “C ertain  in te lle c tu a ls  rea lly  
d o n ’t know  b elter and th eir  w ork is  m u ch  le ss  lik e ly  n ot  
to  su ffer . . . than that o f  th ose  w ho d o  k n ow  . . . ”

In  th e  first sen ten ce o f  the secon d  p aragraph  o f  R obert 
D u n can ’s “T he H o m o sex u a l in  S o c ie ty ” , A u gu st issu e , the  
w ord  “ch ea ted ” sh ou ld  h a v e  been  “p erp etrated .”

U N F IN IS H E D  B U S IN E S S

R e :  “H o w  P ra c tic a l is  a  J im c ro w  A r m y ? ”
A  sa ilo r  w rites from  the G u lf  coast: “ Y ou  asked for  

serv icem en  to  w rite  in  th eir  ex p er ien ces in  referen ce to  the  
N eg ro  q u estion . T he severa l in stan ces g iven  w ere very  
en co u ra g in g ; h ow ever, I regret to  in form  you  that th ey  are  
so  few  and far-betw een  th a t th e  A n ti-N egro ism  fa r  over­
sh ad ow s an y  s ign s o f  g ro w in g  to lera tio n . In fact, a good  
m an y  N orthern  b o y s  are tak in g  th e  J im crow  stand  o f  our  
South ern  n e igh b or . A n d  a s  to  th e  “to lera n ce”  o f  Southern  
b o y s— m ost o f  it is  o n ly  a p a tien t b id in g  o f  tim e. . . . I ’ve  
go n e  ou t o f  m y  w ay  to  speak  w ith  Southern  w orkers. T h ey  
are b y  fa r  th e  m o st b itter. I on ce  dared to  h o p e  th at i f  
I sp oke o u ie t ly  and w ith  reason  to  th e  “ w hite  suprem ers” . 
I ’d b e ab le  to  sh ow  them  h ow  their  attitu de w ill  o n ly  lead  
to  fa sc ism  and th eir  ow n d estru ction . B ut th e  b ittern ess is  
too  d eep ly  rooted . . . . I t’s n o  use. T rad ition , en v iron m en t, 
m ised u ca tion . and th e  e ffectiven ess o f  th e  Southern  d em a­
g o g u es h as throw n too  m uch d irt in to  the p it fo r  u s to  
exp ect to  d ig  it ou t w ith  our lit t le  sp o o n s . E ven at that, 
th ere  are o n ly  a few  w ho w ish  to  tack le  th e  jo b  w ith  a 
sp o o n . . . . S om etim es w hen I w alk  through these Southern  
tow n s I fe e l as i f  I’m in  a  d ifferen t cou n try  than th e  one  
I learn ed  about in m y  h is to ry  c la sses  at sch o o l.”

A  so ld ier  w rites fro m  C a lifo rn ia : “ I  can sa y  from  per­
son a l ex p er ien ce  th at in  3  m o n th s m ed ica l tech n ic ian  tra in ­
in g  at D enver, C o lo ., w e had  5 co lo red  so ld iers  in  our  
c la ss  at sch o o l. N e e d le ss  to  say , th ose  b o y s  ate and slep t  
w ith  us, w ent to  c la sses, and w orked in th e  h o sp ita l w ards  
togeth er, and I fa iled  to  see  the racia l p re ju d ice  w h ich  the  
arm y au th orities so  m u ch  fear . P re ju d ice  and segregation  
a ga in st the co lo red  so ld ier , as in  c iv ilia n  l i f e  aarainst the  
co lored  m an or w om an , is  a lo t o f  rotten stup id  non sen se  
fostered  b y  a  c la ss  w h ose  b est in terests it is  to  m ain ta in  
such re la tio n s and hatred . I f  w e figh t a ga in st and do aw av  
w ith p e o p le  w ho h ave such in terests, then I  th ink  w e sh a ll 
la r g e ly  succeed  in  th is  so -ca lled  ‘N e c r o  P ro b lem ’— w hich  
is  m ore a w h ite  prob lem , than an y th in g  e ls e .”

R e: “I  W as a  S ea b ee”
T h rough  the jo in t efforts o f  the L ynn C om m ittee to

A b o lish  S egrega tion  in  the A rm ed F orces and th e  CIO War 
R e lie f  C om m ittee, th e  ca se  o f  the 19  S eab ees w ho were dis­
ch arged  from  th e  N a v y  la s t  y ear  fo r  ob jectin g  to  Jimcrow  
treatm ent is  m ak in g  p rogress. It h a s  received  som e pub­
lic ity  in  th e  N ew  Y ork  d a ily  p ress , and th e  L ynn Com m ittee 
has an n ou n ced  th at an ap p ea l to  W ash in gton  has been taken 
und er the new  “ G .I. B il l  o f  R ig h ts ,”  w h ich  p rov id es that 
a l l  serv icem en  d isch arged  oth erw ise  than  h o n orab ly  with­
out a  h ea r in g  m u st b e  g iv en  a  h ea r in g  i f  th ey  n ow  ask for 
one. T h e  S eab ees’ case w ill  p ro b a b ly  b e the first to  be 
taken up under th is p ro v is io n . A rthur G arfield  H a y s and 
G erald  W eath erly  are rep resen tin g  th e  S eabees.

R e: T h e  L y n n  C ase
A  C h icago  branch  o f  th e  L ynn C om m ittee has been 

form ed . E xecu tive  Secretary  is  H en ry  D . S p a u ld in g , 438  
T rem ont S t., C h icago . T he b ran ch ’s  ch ie f  p resen t activity  
is  su p p o rtin g  and p u b lic is in g  a su it  sim ila r  to the Lynn 
case  that w as recen tly  b rou gh t in the C hicago  F ederal Court 
by P erry  H . H an sb erry , a  23 -year  o ld  p re-P earl Harbor 
father. P erry  H ansb erry  is  th e  son  o f  C arl A . H ansberry, 
a N eg ro  real estate d ea ler  w ho su c c e ss fu lly  fou gh t the 
fa m o u s L ee v. H ansb erry  R estricted  C ovenant case  through 
the Suprem e C ourt. T he L yn n  case, it w ill  b e recalled, 
w as turned dow n la s t sp r in g  b y  th e  S u p rem e C ourt because 
L ynn is  no lon ger  in  the cu stod y  o f  th e  o r ig in a l respondent, 
h is  c o lo n e l at C am p U p ton . (L y n n ’s la w y ers are now 
try in g  to  g e t the C ourt to  ch an ge  its m in d .) T o avoid 
th is, th e  H an sb erry  su it is  d irected  a ga in st President 
R ooseve lt, G eneral H ersh ey , Secretary  o f  W ar Stim son  and 
oth er h ig h  govern m en t officials.

R e :  “ T h e F ran ce  o f  T o m o rr o w ”
F rance is  n o t th e  o n ly  E uropean  coun try  in  w hich  there 

seem s to  b e a  gen era l rejection , fro m  b oth  le f t  and right, 
o f p r iva te  ca p ita lism . T h e N eth er lan d  N ew s A gen cy  re­
lea sed  on  Ju ly  31 th e  text o f  a m a n ifesto  jo in t ly  published  
b y  tw o underground  p ap ers, H et P a ro o l,  rep resen tin g  the 
le f t , and V r i j  N e d e r la n d , rep resen tin g  th e  righ t. T h is  calls 
for , a m o n g  o th er th in gs, “ a ra d ica l reju ven ation  o f the 
n a tio n ’s l i f e  in  a p o lit ic a l, so c ia l and cu ltu ra l sen se” ; the 
rep resen ta tion  o f  w orkers and consum ers in  industrial • 
m an agem en t; and far-reach in g  so c ia l secu rity  legislation . 
M ost ex traord in ary— co n sid er in g  th e  adherence o f  conser­
va tiv e  e lem en ts  to  th e  p rogram — p ro v is io n  o f  a ll is this 
on e:

“L ib era l, ca p ita lis t  prod u ction  m eth od s d o  n o t guarantee 
p e o p le  so c ia l secu rity  an d  sh o u ld , th erefore , b e  replaced  
b y  a sy stem  o f  n a tio n a l and in tern a tion a l m anagem ent 
a b o lish in g  p rod u ction  fo r  p ro fit.”

A lso  in terestin g , in  th e  lig h t o f  C la ir’s d escrip tion  of 
the French  s itu a tion , is th e  co n clu sion  o f  an a rtic le  in the 
U. S . N e w s  o f  Sep t. 15 : “ In severa l cou n tries, there is  a 
stron g  d r ift tow ard  p u b lic  ow n ersh ip , or at lea st com pre­
h en sive  n a tio n a l p la n n in g . . . . T he U . S. and B ritish  gov­
ernm en ts both  w ant to en cou rage the restoration  o f  private 
en terp rise  in E urope. B ut there is  recogn ition  that the 
n ecess itie s  o f  the situ a tio n  w ill  lim it  sev ere ly  the field of 
such en terp rise , at least fo r  a tim e .”

S ID E S  T O  A  Q U E S T IO N

S ir :

T h e im p lica tio n  that to  see  tw o or p erh ap s three or four 
sid es  to  a qu estion  is  a m istake, in d ica tes  a  dangerous 
ten d en cy . A  ju st and p o w erfu l a rtic le  b y  T h om as Mann 
in  the M ay A tla n tic  m igh t ex p la in  M ax  L erner’s p o in t ot 
v iew  in  regard to  G erm any.



OCTOBER. 1944 287

In general, in  order to  b r in g  about im p rovem en t in  co n ­
ditions, the a b so lu te  n e c e s s ity  fo r  see in g  a l l  p o s s ib le  sid es  
o f every qu estion  is  sh ow n  in  an  u n an sw erab le  w ay  in  John  
D ew ey’s  L o g ic , C hapter 24.

T he m agazin e  m u st b e im m en se ly  u se fu l as it  is . B ut 
surely m ore breadth  o f  v is io n  w ou ld  m ak e it  m o re  so . 
DENVER, COLO. M . B . ROBINSO N

 W ith o u t d o u b t one m u s t see  2 , 3 , 4  o r  m o re  sid es
lo a qu estion  i f  o n e  is  to  e x p lo r e  i t  a t a l l  p r o fo u n d ly .  B u t 
there is a  w a y  o f  e x p lo i t in g  th is  fa c t  in  an  o p p o r tu n is t ic  
wa.y— i.e ., so  as to  a v o id  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  ta k in g  a  s ta n d , 
arid a lso  to  p le a se  as m a n y  p e o p le  as p o s s ib le . T h is e x ­
p lo ita tio n  is w h a t I  o b je c t to  in  L e rn e r  s s tu ff. I t  can  be 
seen to  be  e x p lo i ta t io n , a n d  n o t th e  r e a l th in g , b y  th e  fa c t  
that L ern er  d o es  n o t reco n c ile  h is c o n tr a d ic to ry  a n a ly se s  
on, so m e h ig h er  (o r  m o re  p r o fo u n d )  le v e l. T h e re a l use  
of the m a n y-s id es-to -a -q u estio n  a p p ro a c h  is to  f in d  a  m o re  
inclusive tr u th  in  w h ich  th e  “ s id e s”  a p p e a r  in  a m o re  s ig n i­
ficant re la tio n sh ip  th an  m e r e ly  “ p r o ” a n d  “c o n ” o r  “g o o d  ' 
and “b a d .”  B u t L e rn e r  s co n tra d ic tio n s  rem a in  on  th e  sam e  
level he fo u n d  th em  on , a n d  so  h is a n a ly s is  is s im p ly  
illog ica l.— D . M .

C O N S C IE N T IO U S  O B J E C T IO N  A G A I N

Dear M acdonald :
Y our rejo in d er to  m y  J u ly  a rtic le  on  C .O .’s seem ed  to 

me to p o in t up w e ll th e  p rob lem  in v o lv ed  in  con sc ien tiou s  
objection as a le ft-w in g  tech n iq u e. It w o u ld  b e s im p ler  
if we a ll co u ld — as som e p e o p le  d o— d ecid e th is  an d  s im i­
lar p rob lem s on  a p u re ly  m o r a l  b asis  ( i .e ., con sid er in g  
only the in tr in s ic  m er it o f  the action  in v o lv e d ) . F o rtu n ­
ately or u n fortu n ate ly , m ost o f  us fe e l im p e lle d  to  try , at 
least, to  fo resee  so m e o f  th e  m ore p red ic ta b le  resu lts  o f  
our actions, and it  is  a t th is  p o in t that w e reach  our vary­
ing judgm ents. It w as th is  p ro b lem  w hich  I h ad  ch iefly  
in m ind in w r itin g  th e  ar tic le , en d ea v o rin g  to  sh ow  that 
conscientious ob jec tio n  is  a t le a s t  as re levan t a p o sitio n  
p olitica lly  as the arm y, as w e ll  a s b e in g  a  c le a re r  s tan d  
m ora lly . I f  the rem arks w h ich  fo l lo w  em p h asize  p o in ts  
of d isagreem ent rather than agreem ent, it  is  p u re ly  b e ­
cause o f  sp ace  lim ita tio n s.

I think I take is su e  m ost stro n g ly  w ith  yo u r  argum ent that, 
in a total war, th e  C.O. is  as m u ch  im p lica ted  as th e  so ld ier . 
The editor o f  the C h ris tia n  C e n tu ry  h as m ad e a  great d ea l 
of th is argum ent, to  the g en era l co n fu s io n  o f  a lm ost every­
body, h im se lf  in clu d ed . It seem s to  m e o n e  o f  th ose  arg u ­
ments w hich  is  p a rticu la r ly  d an gerou s b ecau se  th ere  is  a 
sm all degree o f  truth  in  it. L ib era l non-C .O .’s m a y  n ot  
see m uch d ifferen ce  betw een  th e  d egree  o f  coop era tion  
given by the C.O. and th at g iven  b y  th e  ord in ary  so ld ier , 
but the d istin ction  cer ta in ly  is n ’t so  ob scu re to the A m erican  
Legion and the ch a u v in istic  fr in g e  in  gen era l, or fo r  that 
matter to S e lec tiv e  S ervice . T h ey  see  a  c lea r  d ifference  
in degree, p erh ap s in  k in d , betw een  the m an w ho su p p orts the  
war, even c r it ic a lly , or even  re fu ses h is  in te lle c tu a l en ­
dorsem ent, and th e  m an  w h o  re fu ses to  en ter th e  arm y, bu y  
war bonds, take a  jo b  sp e c if ic a lly  created  b y  th e  w ar, or 
contribute in  v a r io u s and su n d ry  w ays to  w ar m ora le . 
There seem s to m e a  v ery  rea l d ifferen ce  betw een  g iv in g  
m ilitary serv ice  and b u y in g  w ar b o n d s, i.e ., coop era tin g  
where th ere  a re  c lea r , p o s s ib le ,  a n d  d ir e c t  a lte rn a tiv e s ,  and  
refusing to g iv e  serv ice  o r  bu y  b on d s. T h ere seem s a lso  
to be a very  rea l d ifferen ce  betw een p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the  
war at those ta n g en tia l p o in ts  w here there is  n o  a ltern ative  
except com m itting  su ic id e , an d  p artic ip a tin g , even  under  
Protest, at th ose  cen tra l p o in ts  w here there is  a ch o ice  open .

On sp ec ific  p o in ts  o f  fact, on  th e  b a sis  o f  w hat in fo rm a ­
tion  I have, I can  agree w ith  you  o n ly  on  the con sc ien tiou s  
ob jector  in  th e  a r m y  (th e  I -A -O ), w h om  I th in k  y o u  d e ­
scrib e  correctly  a s  b e in g  “ an in tegra l p art o f  the m ilita ry  
m ach in e .”  In gen era l, th e  m en  in  m en ta l h o sp ita ls  seem  
lo  b e ra is in g  th e  attendant-patien t ratio  in  b a d ly  d ep leted  
staffs, that is  d o in g  jo b s  w h ich  o th erw ise  w o u ld n ’t b e done, 
rather than re le a s in g  m en  fo r  th e  arm y. T he “ w ork o f  
n a tio n a l im portance"  in  C P S  cam p s a lso  seem s to b e w ork  
m ost o f  w h ich  w o u ld  n o t b e  d on e i f  C .O .’s d id n ’t  d o  it, 
save p erh ap s fo r  fire-figh tin g , w h ich  w ou ld  p ro b a b ly  be 
d on e by con scr ip tion  o f  ja i l inm ates an d  drunks off the 
streets w ere the C .O .’s n o t a t hand . S o m e o f  th e  m en  in 
p r iso n  seem  to b e  d o in g  w ork  rela ted  to  th e  w ar, but one  
can sa y  at lea st that fo r  a g iven  n u m b er o f  C .O .’s w ho go  
to  ja i l ,  a guard m u st b e h e ld  ou t o f  the m an p ow er p o o l  
to  w atch  them .

A s fo r  th e  d irect p o lit ic a l e ffectiven ess o f  co n sc ien tio u s  
o b jec tio n , I have m ad e n o  extravagan t c la im s fo r  it , a n y  
m o re  th an  I  w o u ld  fo r  th e  a lte rn a tiv e s .  I  d id  su ggest that 
w h ile  co n sc ien tio u s ob jection  a lo n e  is  n ega tive  (h ere  is  
w here the le f t  w in ger  sh ou ld  p itch  in  an d  h e lp  g iv e  the  
m ovem en t a  p o sitiv e  ch a r a c te r ) , it  is  the o n ly  m ovem ent 
w h ich  even p o te n t ia lly  can d o  an a b so lu te ly  e ssen tia l job , 
n a m ely , shake the con fid en ce o f  th e  state in  its a b ility  to 
m ake w ar w hen it  ch ooses. Y ou r d ism issa l o f  the p o s s i­
b il it ie s  o f  ed u ca tin g  th e  farm er an d  th e  r e lig io u s  p erson  
seem s to m e both  h asty  an d  u n fortu n ate  in  v iew  o f  the 
ob v iou s ro le  w h ich  th e  farm er m u st p la y  in  any effective  
le ft-w in g  m ovem en t, an d  in  v ie w  o f  th e  p o ten tia l present 
in certa in  le ft-w in g  ch urch  g ro u p s, such  as the you n ger  
M eth od ists (a  p o ten tia l o f  w h ich  I am  a fra id  the m ore  
secu lar  ra d ica ls  are u n a w a re ). I d o n ’t exp ect that C .O .’s 
are g o in g  to  rev o lu tio n ize  p u b lic  o p in io n ; but I  do th ink  
that i f  a g iven  num ber o f  le ft-w in g ers co u ld  get to  w ork  
rev o lu tio n iz in g  th e  grou p  o f  C .O .’s  in to  an a lert and c o n ­
sc io u s  grou p  (a  jo b  w h ich  I am  a fra id  w o u ld  req u ire  m ore  
u n d erstan d in g  and a d a p ta b ility  than m ost le ft-w in g  C.O.’s 
h a v e  y et sh o w n ), they w o u ld  d o  as la rg e  a  jo b  as I see  
an y  reason to th ink th e  sam e nu m b er co u ld  d o  in the arm y.

A s I see  it, a lm o st th e  so le  e x p lic it  reason  y o u  advance  
fo r  g o in g  in to  th e  arm y (a n d  it seem s to m e  that fo r  a 
person  w ho op p o ses  th is w ar th e  reason s m u st b e a lm ost 
o verw h elm in g) is  th a t there is  a ch an ce th at an A m erican  
arm y o f  occu p ation , by r e fu s in g  to  ob ey  its  officers som e  
tim e in  the p ost-w ar years, m a y  b e a b le  to  a id  revo lu tion  
in E urope. I agree  w ith  y o u  th at rev o lu tio n a ry  m ovem en ts  
are p o ss ib le , even lik e ly , in  E u rop e. It seem s to  m e  p o s ­
s ib le  that the A m erican  m ilita r y  au th or ities , p a r tly  th rough  
the in fluence o f  p ressu re  a t h o m e , p a r tly  th rou gh  sheer 
in a b ility  to  do a n y th in g  e ls e  (a s  in  the ca ses  o f  B on om i 
and D e G a u lle ) , m igh t k eep  h a n d s off. B ut as far as effec­
tive su p p ort from  the ra n k s  o f  th e  o ccu p y in g  arm y is c o n ­
cerned , I am  afra id  I sh o u ld  h a v e  to gu ess  that i f  an y  arm y  
in  the w orld  is  u n lik e ly  to en gage  in  m a ss  refu sa l to  obey  
ord ers, it  is  th e  A m erican  arm y. T hat is , I d o n ’t th ink  
that th e  fa c t o f  the le ft-w in ger’s b e in g  on the scen e is  g o in a  
to b e v ery  relevant.

T he fo u r  p ages o f  d iscu ss io n  in  the J u ly  is su e  represent 
a typ e o f  d iscu ssion  w h ich  I th ink  is  ex trem ely  im portan t 
an d  w hich  it is  d ifficu lt to  im a g in e  a p p ea r in g  e lsew here  
than in  a m a g a zin e  such  a s  P o li t ic s . I  h o p e  th at th e  e x ­
ch an ge o f  o p in io n  m ay  h e lp  a few  p e o p le  to  m ake th is  
H o b so n ’s ch o ice  m ore th o u g h tfu lly , w h ich ever w ay  they  
m ake it , and w ill g iv e  occa sio n  fo r  reva lu a tion  o f  o p p o r­
tu n ities  and im p lica tio n s  fo r  th ose  w h o have alread y  
m ade it.
SEA T TL E, W A S H . DON C ALH O UN
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I en jo y  you r m agazin e  v ery  m uch , a lth ou gh  “e n jo y ” 
m ig h t n o t b e the b est w ord  fo r  it . L ik e  m o st o f  th e  others  
o f  m y age  w h o grew  u p  d u rin g  th e  d ep ress ion , I  s t i l l  c o n ­
sid er  th e  S o v ie ts  to  b e th e  h om elan d  o f  th e  p ro le tar ia t, 
and n o  am ou n t o f  lo g ic  h as y e t d riven  th at ou t o f  our  
su b con sc iou s. Y ou  are figh tin g  a  m yth  w ith  th e  w eap on s  
o f  en ligh ten m en t, and , as y o u  are p ro b a b ly  fin d in g  out, 
it is  rather s lo w  p rogress . Y ou  are b e in g  h e lp ed  b y  R u s­
s ia , th ou gh — a s yet n o  o n e  h as ap p recia ted  th e  sh ock  th at  
the d is so lv in g  o f  th e  C om intern  w as to  us. P eo p le  lik e  
y o u  d id n ’t dare fa ce  th e  im p ortan ce o f  th at act, an d  th e  
o rth od ox  C om m u n ists I k n o w  d id n ’t  k n ow  en o u g h  ab ou t  
M arxism  to rea lize  that th e  b a sis  o f  their  o r th od oxy  had  
been  taken aw ay. S o  that v ery  im p ortan t act w en t u n ­
n o ticed  b y  d efau lt.

M any tim es, th ou gh , yo u r  m agazin e  h as th e  fe a r fu lly  
m oral r igh teou sn ess o f  th e  p u re  in  heart. Y ou  w ill  have  
a d ifficu lt tim e co n v in c in g  m e  that th is  is  an  im p er ia list  
w ar so  lo n g  as G erm any h as an official an ti-S em itic  p r o ­
gram . I k n ow  that th is  sh ow s th a t I co n fu se  th e  w ords  
“ im p er ia lis t”  and “ u n ju st” , b u t I fe e l  th at m y  b a sic  ob ­
jection  is  sou n d . I m a y  sh ow  traces o f  th e  v ic tor ian  fe e l­
in g  that recogn ized  acts o f  e v il  are w orse  than u n recog ­
n ized  on es, but w ith  th e  sta te  as th e  organ  o f  ex p ress io n , 
that is  th e  o n ly  v ie w  th at o n e  can  take tod ay .

N everth e less , th e  w orth  o f  yo u r  p u b lica tio n  is  guar-  ̂
anteed  b y  a r tic le s  lik e  th e  recen t on es on  th e  A n g lo -A m er­
ican  co n d om in iu m , an d  th e  rev iew  o f  th e  n ew  L ask i book. 
L ist’s a rtic les , to o , are ex ce llen t. B ut th e  grad u ate  student 
p ro se  o f  som e o f  th e  other a r tic le s  is  a b it to o  m uch.

I w ish  y o u  lu ck  in  yo u r  p u b lica tio n , an d  h o p e  that the  
“ pre-post-w ar” reaction  w il l  n o t  c lip  y o u . A s lo n g  as 
y o u  can rea lize  th e  ab su rd ity  o f  p h rases lik e  “ th e  o n ly  

/r e a l ly  m o ra l p erso n s are . . .  ” , you  w ill  n o t  b e tem pted  
\ t o  b ecom e sm u g  in  you r  p o sse ss io n  o f  the T ruth . A nd  

n o  on e can  b e m o re  sm u g  than  a s o c ia lly  co n sc io u s person  
w ith  th e  truth in  h is  p erso n a l p ossession .
TO RT SIL L , O K L A . A. M cTAGGART

IN  D E F E N S E  O F  " P O L IT IC S "

S ir :
I have read  p o l i t i c s  w ith  su ch  sa tisfa c tio n  s in ce  its first 

is su e  that I fe e l im p e lled  to  d efen d  it from  such  attackers 
as G eorge E llio tt . I b e lie v e  th at h e  ob jects to  p o l i t i c s  
m a in ly  becau se  it  d oes n o t w ave so m e  banner to r a lly  
the m ob.

T hat is  p rec ise ly  w h y I lik e  p o l i t i c s . I am  sick  to  death  
o f  “ cau ses” . N o t b ecau se  I h ave  n o  so c ia l co n sc ien ce  but 
b ecau se  it is  n o t en o u g h  ju st to  “w an t”  to  rec tify  ev il. 
C auses n o  m atter h ow  g ood , s im p ly  run in to  new er ev ils  
u n le ss  v ery  c a r e fu lly  an d  a stu te ly  con sid ered . T h is  can not 
b e  d on e w hen y o u  are r a lly in g  a  m ob  to  im m ed ia te  action . 
T hen H u m an ity  s im p ly  ju m p s ou t o f  on e d itch  o n ly  to  fa l l  
in to  another. W hat it  n eed s is  to  c a r e fu lly  step  around  
p rec ip ices . T h is  req u ires cr itica l astu ten ess o f  th e  b est sort 
and n ever “em o tio n a l su rg in g” .

C ritica l action  m a y  o ften  take the fo rm  o f  in action  but 
y  d o in g  so  it  gathers strength  an d  m om entu m . I t  co m ­

m its le s s  and le ss  stu p id ities . I f  yo u r  cr it ic s  are co n ten d in g  
it  is  better to  act s tu p id ly  than  n o t to  act at a ll ,  th en  they  
are. a s  I su sp ect, the sort o f  fo lk  w ho m ust act to  keep  
from  a d m it 'n g  th eir  com p le te  im p oten ce. T h ese  n a iv e  
sen try  cannot bear to  fa c e  a  w orld  o f  hard fa cts  and keep  
their  sen se  o f  hu m or and ob jectiv ity . T h ey  cannot b o ld ly

adm it their h e lp le ssn ess  w ithout som eh ow  lo s in g  “ fa ce” to 
th em selves. S o  th ey  e ith er  rush  in to  th e  arm s o f  the bureau­
crats or em brace the sta lin ists .

I  b e liev e  that p o l i t i c s  rep resen ts th e  o p in io n  o f  the 
m ature d isc ip lin ed  an d  fe a r le ss  m od ern  w ho h a s  read w idely  
and observed  c lo se ly . M od ern s w ho are a b le  to  “ take” 
r ea lity , even w hen th ey  d o n ’t lik e  it and can’t a lter it, even  
w hen it is  m o st d is ta ste fu l th ey  can s t i l l  th in k  it out and 
lau gh  at it w ith ou t lo s in g  e ith er  their  n erve or th eir  inegrity.

M ore and m ore , so c ie ty  w ill  n eed  c e lls  o f  un im passioned  
but s o c ia lly  e th ica l in te lle c ts  w h o  w ill  p ro v id e  is lan d s of 
sa n ity  in  th e  su rg in g  seas o f  th e  fu ture w hen race  w ill be 
p itted  a ga in st race, c la ss  a ga in st c la ss , brother against 
brother.
N E W  YORK CITY M R S. GEORGE SCH UYLER

Announcing
. . . a special new yearly subscription rate fo r  men 
and wom en in the arm ed forces and fo r C on sc ie n ­
tious O bjectors. H enceforth  we will a cce p t such 

subs a t the reduced rate of

$ 1 . 7 5  a  Y e a r

P. S. A ll C .O . 's  and m em bers o f the arm ed forces 
who have a lready subscribed a t the regu lar rate of 
$2.50 a year will have their subs autom atically  
extended for 5 issues. (This rate app lie s to  yearly  

subs only).
N a n cy  M a cd on a ld  
Business M a n a g e r

C om ing in  the N ovem b er " P olitics” :
Reconversion— to W h a t ? ,  b y  W a lte r  J . Oakes

W h a t  a re  the fo rce s  s tru g g lin g  w ithin the W P B ? 
W h y  will there  be  a t least 5 m illion unemployed 
w ithin on e  ye a r o f  the  d e fe at o f  G e r m a n y ?  This 
su rvey  g iv e s  the  answers.

The Ethics o f the Detective  Story, from  Raffles to 
M iss  Blandish, b y  G e o r g e  O rw ell

European Newsreel, a new monthly department,
conduc ted  b y  Lou is C la ir

D ivorce in the So v ie t Union, 1917-1944, b y  Peter
M e ye r.

The Responsibility  o f  Peoples, b y  D w ig h t Macdonald  

"P olitics” Costs $ 2 . 5 0  a Y ear. S u b s c r i b e  Now!

Politics, 4 5  A s t o r  Place, N e w  Y o rk  3, N . Y.

Enc losed  is $2.50. Please enter m y subscrip tion  fo r  one  year. 
(A d d  3 0c  fo r  C a n a d a ,  5 0 c  fo r  o th e r fo re ign  countries.)
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