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WHY AM | FIGHTING?

|. FOREWORD
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-WHY?”-Underside View

Now that we have given the official ideologues a chance
to explain what the political aims of the Amerrcan soIdter
should be, it might be instructive to try and see w att ey
actually are. The first thing we discover is that they don’t
exist. * The rank-and-file American soldier just doesnt
seem to have any political convictions, pro or contra, about
this war. He is ghtrnq because the state conscripted him
to do so, and becduse The vast majority of men will do
what “the authorities” tell them 10 do unless there are
powerful motives workin the other way. Such motives

don't at present exrst and so he r% I

It is currous and perhaps significant fact that there
IS at once ess Do |t|caI (Pposrtron to this war than there
was to. World War |, and at the same time less popular
belief in its aims (or even interest in them).

The weakness of anti-war sentiment this time is sug-
gested b}/ the fact that the records of World War | show
a total ot 474,861 draft delinquents, while up to the middle
of last year only 171,642 draft delinquencies had been re-
ported. * (E. E. Conroy, head of the New York FB.I,
quoted in N. Y, Times, June25, . 1943) The contrast
IS even more striking when one consrders that the World
War | figure covers-a Ipeno of only a year and a half,
while the” World War [l figure covers aImost three years
of Selective, Service. “Our young men have answered the
call to service in a wholly commendable way,” commented
Assistant Attorney General Ber(rre In_a report issued on
August 26, 1943.” “Previous efforts to raise an army by
conscription have been accompanied by some urIrIy Inci-
dents of mass evasion and ‘draft riots’. In the Tast war,
approximately 10,000 draft evaders were prosecuted dur-
mo the first Xear alone. Now almost three' years after en-
ac ment of the Selectrve Service Act, we have convicted
onl¥ slightly more than. 6,000.”

It th ere rs less.opposition to the war than last time, there
IS even less positive belief in its aims. ~After makrng a
tour of the African and EuroRean war theatres last year
during which he s%oke to “hundreds of thousan s" of
American soldiers, the Rev. Dr. William B. Pugh, himself
a chaplain In World War | and now chairman of the Gen-
eral Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains, summed
up his_impressions: “You could tefl these boys™ fathers
twenty-five years ago that they were on a holy Crusade, in
a war to erid war, or frghtrnr]r to save democracy. Not so
with the modem American soldier. He would almost laugh
at me if | talked such rot.”

| think the following generalizations can be made about
the American soldier’s attitude toward this war:

1. He_does not believe this is a war for any of the noble

purposes his Rolrtrcal leaders talk about
Of all t e enIrstgd men | have m cou ount
on my fingers and foes the men w ave
asrc corhrctron a fout the war. rs na
e e T
IE\)/Y I-Ianson W Baern n the pt? aTrn(Ies 0
arch 2, 1944,

polities
“| have efrnre | ression that our men are
ver JQF ont Ie— uopd ?as t(I whom
theg r] htrno aﬁamst ang even es% ear
%re % Po r."—Rab Pr arnett
e i t
RI Imes o? Bﬁ 334
2, Thrs scepticism about the war is wholly negative; it
sTprrn gs from no revqutronary Or even progressive values.
he Soldier thinks of the war as entirely a power stru %l
which he naturally wants his country to win. But_even this

rarm is not very real to him. His pérsonal war aim: to go
ome.

“I Ve seen t eA erican combat soldier fr ht|
unisia .an e IS aske
%uatv\}/ ittle to. sy,

ants is .t

egls ?{ﬁ U\P j finish Xervice

ondet i rIE?m%SfS?OBegS 200055'8 § A cores-
hen the Stars and Stripes,

the European th eat{ Prrntea a]tr?eétaécrprapfl er{ I“
? ing that the solgiers in Italy di ntwag
r?te ) as certgrn Corg)gefessme?n had claf]me >w but

IS 2B 40 AVAe o ennrttotr et
dqg nT q- thelr content:

arrive Jmes summe
The average SO| ler regar s the War gainst %I
many as a ]0 not a Crusade. on a ]0

you want to"work as short hours as possrble

3. The home to which the soldier yearns to return will
be, he hopes, identical with the home”he left; he wants as
few changes as possible In the ?ostvvar world. There is,
furthermore, a simpleminded materalism about these com-
Pr!?a?rl IenonpoIrttcaI desires which often seems almost

Selvera!) momhs ago_some magazine  printed

res soldiers t the estton ‘W are W
I@ Y%WO (?rT dl(ﬂ beaé the heéI ? ?
sli owdlerize Bs the soldjer’s
usual omment on te |m ene Ja m sterrous
W&J the army an { . as,
Iiee hat ehave I tevetesecon n
Its_ blunt, unqua Irfred conservatrsm IS Qne a ma-
Borrty 0 us would give. am certain th t rt nas
een” several months since .1 last heard d“h our
Freedo smenHone even |ron|caI?/ tere |s
vr ence thal an our war aims p
ﬂ]an a has ta en — \hfrcco stjttron In In a
zine’ émr]em %Tar lajers’ Frum telsw?aga-
a uni ueg anF va?ual)le rnéex f vr)hat the r¥ro
articulate soldiers are thinkin
“I Font know exactly what emocracY is, or the
rea commons ns% anrn blic.  But aé
weuset rrn(% aweause
are tat we we ting for The American
irl” She to us was A erica, Democrf Coca
olas, Ha the

ric urge ngeean (?agtceﬁogert ott in
Got 1s My Ca-pil

Some answers In ane ay_contest. “Why_I fight”,
as reported i the N. %?yTrcmes of Dec. y5 1943;

hA tank (driver: “What | am fighting for is
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A lieutenant i a bomber s uadr ] fight
for weeﬂends at eiac(h ort |o IparL %
nrrJrAg o o an | : Ilnan fighting to et

N engineer cor ora
this damﬂed war over and ﬁ rRo 8 9109

An army doctor: “I fig

Am_errHca last reply was said to summarize the gen
is las -
eraﬁ tendency rPH the repFesS ’

4. Compared tq the troops of other countries, American
soldiers, despite their higher educational level, appear pro-
vincial, |gnorant politically immature and lacking in in-
teIIectua curiosity.

“Generally one er}counters a lack of ulterest
SR i
ceptl the comeic strrgs ﬂ? gds h

ICETS a\ééOft?ﬁ ame( nted to

%OSS;HJG aCllé ?_'—‘ c'urrent events scussrog e those

t to keep America

In the BrifIs en a radio .Is avarI
b] rJ Yﬁ]ct eo}Never gral twrstr
|sad Ilted stock o e]as on the fu-
ture 0 ewor as far ast %correspon-
ent can md Irtle thinking about It
Erlot who Ba one as uc as a ¥ man_in the
ervrce to brin gbou the lefeat of fhe Germa[}
a!)r orce | it’s mtehrestrng to thin
out all rrght and Iet it go at t
Our army ... is thus nerther bolrtlcaltg a-
ure Irke the’ British Army nor po ficall natrc
ermans. EVen t e

Lte frefd (hnd time to argue a t e outi1
E Postwa world. Duri gthe attles aroun
ourba, | heard len? rau ents amou
mg men Ve minutes ro iring_{fne, “on
Russia’s right to t e Baltic states T e most
srncere and an ae drs%ussron about’ tt]e future
Ve hear h fEca ook place ata

tha
%gh rnqter statron of t er}/ one fro
com ander o the rawest RIV te too
our talk. . ur ow é+an
SCUS-
Imes

art r
Erew ve ﬂtte |n erest |n t ﬁt tr“)e o
sron — rF eon

agazine or

%e hu red and thrrty Russians, onetrme

ers o Loe(a||st 3\? H Internajonal Bri
g were freed last week from an Internment
amp just outside Algiers. . .. The Russians gave

*AIthou?h they want to return to the same kind of society In
general, a Jarge proportion of soldiers do not want to refurn to" th
same specific part of that society whrch they knew'as civilians.
War Department survey conductéd last sprm?nm one of the Eastern
separation centers” révealed that 40% of the veterans, then being
drschar%ed from_the Army not only didnt want their old JtObS
fhey didn’t even want to retuin to their home communr Ies
A similar”survey on the West Coast showe an even |tg er percent-
ﬁ]e. (N. Y. Times, June 3, 1944) This is a most significant finding.

T
|ghet-

seems to indicate that, while “sold” on The Amerrcan Way as an
|deoo%y a big minority— aImostamaJorrty —of Americans stifl retain
e ough’ harse se to realize that therr own_specific e rferrence of
errcan as heen unszﬂrs actory. The powerfu garatué
ar C tur as successfylly used “schools, 'radio, movies an]
tbes to the average American mﬁo an acceptance of t
r]g/t J” |c n emocrac but at leass .he can see 't rou h it "]
Indivi ua oase the contlict behween grsona
rience his crvro | eooX may_become sharp enou% fo ”l
mto rs consciousness, and a” “revolutionary” situatron™ will

whose soldiers don

t%%&t%hﬂ%ﬁtmwmm%t
“I a ked one ?]f the Rulssrans who spoke E?ﬂ ish

e thou olitical “situatio
Ap lers. ANe. sed to t mkprt Was verYLOy

%ar 4Amer|can[s) had come here mai
usiness. It 1s ette[ ﬁ hut tc? erm
Eﬁrgg/e a lot, especially the ‘attitude o merl-

“A minute later he said: 4ou surprised me b
asking that question.” P y

“| ‘asked him why.

adhmericans eraII 0 not show any politi-
ﬁal interest at aﬁnh xyglarner? \h/e yepcame
ere e met1 American  so |erhs aB Were
astofun ed byt eir mnoragc? e have been shut
R romteoutshde wor our years, but we
ew more_of what |swqom g on In"Europe than
hvdld Even the owliest peaﬁant no smorf
8re hat thrs war |s a ut than the Amerrcan S0
at eai artral

hwwah 0 hehaW%%b
i b rtrcal ay oqrcated drh yBrrt
1S ﬁ diers ave re {tot so far advanced
bn thelr tnm r ﬁt e eope on the Continent,

egl u(e reater Hnderstandm of the
ISsues dt sta our s%l lers es rug g %
Bernaps It Is becau e you have always been*suc
a rich country.

“| st yed arg Aa% ra few R stan farew I
songs t]en starte acgb car to |ers 8
car-with me was a U ir orceso IoneI

teat Z\Irvouﬁnt gngrerstand horr\tvs fve@omrxe re\Fr)v in a
craz crer arin S garn I ?Frme June 2 t%l1943

ROME, Nov, 12; Phe same mabrlrt or unwill-

mo ess, Or both, oft evastmagorrty merrcgn

soldiers nNor Africa fo mater ev%r] e rudi
e of French s paintully noticeble nere In
t diffe !

rence 1o Iearnmo ItaIran many
n In thjs countr ?urteen mon S

eir in

av?nl);ﬁ ria there arezv eaning Instruction
ehforsb eRed Cross an do er aq cles. Even
espon ors, however, concede privately that these
ave |ittle appea ecr ot the matter |s
L s e
Tﬂe I a 00 oraIa htheﬁrstt e
ouhearrt tat rte stosmo
basrc contem tand m ﬁrenc of t0o

our rthrng en to anything orerﬁ;n ar un

them. "This” despite the fact that inter

operatron on a soale vaster than ever betore_pro-
Ofe IS now the verré Kstone of our natronal
|cy E Milton Bracker in N. Y. Times,
ov.

t

ational co-
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Here, then is a most_serious situation, from the point
of view of those responsible for winnin the war: an army
believe in the official war aims, an

Y of provincials whose one %reat interest is simply to

he mess over with and go

ome. How can America
play the world-imperialist role she must play after the
war, under our present economic System, If Rer soldiers
won't even learn foreign languages?” A real problem for
American imperialism.
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The liblabs, with their customary sense of duty, have

taken this problem o their already overburdened’ shoul-

ders, At chal reaction 15 expressed in a letter by a
soldier in
dinary American_soldier does not_hate hi opgonents as
for example, the Russians and the Chinese o atred
is born only out of a keen sense of personal injury which
Americans cannot feel. But a vicarious sense of injury
can he engendered by the manipulation of Symbols, “and
%n Itr(tjrs our propaganda, military and civilian alike, has
aile

This is a. wonderf of the uncanscious cynic-
|sm Into, whrch the IrbH gdﬁ b his essentraﬁ aea Istic
fas agarnst materialist approac to history.
lief 1N the power of brave words_and fine sentiments in
themselves to change things the liblah eaery goes on o

‘gtaaa“a il by O & oq{ﬂ% o onI){psrg :

ow be induced to believe 1 sincerely, then the realjty. has
also changed correspondingly.

tion is rather that the more successful the propaganda
the less necessary is it for any change to be made in the

reality.)

A more naive example of the liblab approach to the
roblem is the observatron in a war dispatch in PM of
ay 21, 1944: * doctors insist that the education
must start with the soI ler, who should be told, as effectively
as possible about the whoIe war—the stakes involved, why
we are fi htrn% and the whole backr[rround which mrﬁht
be entitled: ‘This Is Why You're In I They’re sure that
once he’s told, he’ll fight like hell to victory.” It would
seem that just the reverse is true: nothing Would produce
lower morale and more mental crackups than any. such
all-out “educational” attempt on the part of the military
authorities.  Imagine, for example, the effect on a soldier
who sincerely tried to gain enlrghtenment from General
Wilson’s little pamphlet Teproduced above.

Fortunatelx for the interests of American imperialism,
however, such pamphlets are not taken very seriously either
by the soIdrers or b}/ the hig hcommand With their usual
superror perspicacify in suc matters the reactionaries

ryn armeqd forces have frrm repelle ttempfs
lt H ?rbpa sto eéucate the troo Ftaves rew I[
depoliticalized  the trainin Program an have rebuf e

the liblab spellbinders wi
racy. . They. are right on two grounds; to the extent that
such indoctrination"should be stccessful, (1) it would tend
to “unsettle” the minds of the troops, makrn? them argu-
mentative, opinionated, perhaps even stimulating them™to
apply democratic ideas inside the totalitarian mylitary
world they live in; (2 )hrt would raise all kinds of awk-
ward questions about the nature of the war itself, since
ong doesn’t have to be a Karl Marx to see there are many
serious_discrepancies between PM’s war and the actual
war. The hr?h command realizes, if the liblabs don',
that this is not a people’s army and not a war for democ-
racy, and they would just as Soon not get into any argu-
ments on thesubject with the men they” depend on to do
the actual fighting and dying. In many ways, theirs is
a more dignified attitude t an that of the bellicose liblabs,
just as thé private who says he Is fighting so that he can

e New Republic of Seﬁt 27, 1943 “The or-

rom a be-

(Whereas the actual situg-

helr nonsense ahout democ-

polities

get it over with and go home is,on a hr%her plane, morally
and intellectually, than the liblab who mouths phrases
about democratic’ ideals,

Credit P.M.

Max Lerner and the The Ge man é)le have |et Max
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1o, put i et aé’aerr?r‘r 58 srh

amn nefﬂ gusted his br P ess
erner ressed U rnh cre}sgon ents
see cut), Was scoot|n %%ong behrn vancm
In"his ieep vrr g ame acro
Fer an crer as a drizz n es
Marc eg/ were custere er a cement
she opeg tone en re was a woman wr azsevl\/{
weeks 0 an there was adt 0 an 0st
Were men an rr] rnt rrmr dle an above wit
scatterr(ng ren were am st al arme
been ars for re swrl
rican tro terr villa m e ourse
't ewar th tt eB/ erHse ves had brou
themselves rougnt It on” not sp cr re )
erner as %them Are You

Descending fro e
Guilt e‘qre orsno éﬂ rom & hle others
rtruste or ed Hitler tpat

nsw{reg that t eX had n
the a onsidered the Nazrsdprmrnaf and
t e¥ were Cat oIrcs an ence opposed for religious rea-
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sonsto rtIrs |cre Wh the asks Lerner with that

%“hirtgs iy at%aat';‘rhié’mh%‘t
(Eegl rpe% o f rce and to orce a)r/)nes é

snﬁ g? r(] erner ornts out torthne shrve:
8 E dnt efdpteo O(Eerma nceforce

wh IS was.a blockhuster: “The
enty ;E e¥et inter retatrons mr t he put dn tﬁ
ence% n a ter thi §|

omeo esrm easants
t\“ T und rsta
it Gee cui

S|
tt}ek anrm they were
eg %ccustomed after

otecrvr 8 socie

e
J) ; g wordt¥or hetr)(\J Iocaﬁ eh/c hret’ eraz)
aa t%h e naa rggrm'% ¥
I omit Lerner’s reaction to that one.

I came aw fay heartsick and drscoura ed,” w |tes L rner
The crime of ‘these people was co ar ice an

SO

Sl

: bl

Iousn ssh rather t an act P crmrn ere -
moa strengt {0 ace% fafc %Vﬁ F
or what g

e(r)rtee b tte&/] % r%Sr%nt acked a sense 0
%Jonsrbrlrfy ? r Hrt er thch (9 sh owg

R){ ngarne
this mora ca ousness is In the German national character.
However, Lerner thinks t ere may he * etter maerral
mong wor erstan ongte far ers and midd e ass
oucant keep a edrtor ISC uraﬂed or 93
Icatjons |n Aachen re t at a SH sta trsa sefctro f
thew mgc ass |s ssr sav 0— ax
to L erne |ms —srnewat drscourﬂges hi
ermansr that SO many em eﬂg v\ywere
ro azr emora perorrty o the Aachen Prkerg
B e(srd l n the fa&tt at the ¥adm|t eY were“ grce
t] terPtfr 50 0 errownrr h are
eneresloonsrb Xt a]zrs crimes at the German
or mgcas Was pr azrt f) beco ource of. satrs
action o rner. éﬁ/ Bar one or reacémg
this .novel in ormathr] erto nrecorded In studieS of
Nazi Germany—with less Jubr ation.
Enter Two Russian  BUL Lerner w fas able to] report in the
Generals Same |SSU€ 0 |er eX er|
ce one t a eems to res ore
Eessc]r t InwﬂHmaaq {n usreo etar erv itk sac chh/tk
nrck&@%cker the th Pﬁrr'r\? vrsrt of QF]\% g%\/
Int rm(y ersona es
were as warmrn to Lerners r ﬁ;ressrve s
erman peasant ere epressrln ere muc tter
essed or_one. t |n% e]spe den norms Wit
d coats of rrc Prp IS aéerra grentrou er
Hd long bac oo& stars Qlittére on terr
err nig.” Also they were mtrc more. %r an.
er er de edly re orstetrrvra their visit: a
|tar}/ srs occ rre Aan It was ound t at enera
uslaporov’s name w with a “t” Instea %
P ne o tem s rrch ommand merr an
ﬂ eoera awa mapasease
sr cance ame rna?/ g ovret
efferals, gorpes nerﬁs democratic’ generals, vené
I dnsaé ogete ge eras on the 'g ide
e Péople eY ta e Yes, theg clearly
ax Lerner’s krnd of people—the progressive, democratrc

*According to rejiable sources, the above countries were all en-
gaged In a War against Germany.
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nd vrctorr Ie not ke those etche éBerman
s wrt err bba/ clot FS and SQ -wrecked home
un ry faces thelr (?Lf:’sl\ﬁm cowar 2/ re usa
e"hoots 0 an accredite war correspondent.

Is Thomas Mann The Same |SSUe of P. rlnts\l\f %dl'
a German? oHaI an. article rom ree oréi

om?s Mann. 0th Century Goethe

Rlocﬁe)tubetrshtrorng prggn}rl e|cates abou ryrs fe IovlreS esrmanﬁ.

ections afsré)amehrs laries or tR/e years 1 d] 1934,

The fack of sense for evil tha e masses of Ihe

erman”neo le have shown w rt ? ays wf tfe crl
Inal dous spree at t IS evra/ rrI ﬂe
n é\og rom e orsong % f natio
af out oosad é H ledfﬁ Notmuc
a senten that, for a e, LVEN POCKet-siz
trs im os e o demand teabu ed natiops o EuroR
at the rw a drvr rngi line etween ‘Nazism’ a
ﬁ art peog there Is sych f‘ thrng as Germany
as a historica ntrt tgen there 1S aﬁo suth a. t mgC
E%spo(ns |I|ty—qu|te independent of the precarious con-
ullt
h as Mann himself beﬁ]ongs to th hrstorrrial
entrt MANY he uses e german an ua

‘1 Yand m ma, e"ar\rN enqban traI rerceasrrgrﬁsﬂ&e ?orrﬁtt?z

Ividya n}]o
eeds o th storica ﬁntrtg nqne born mfo
then | fail to see how Thomas Mann Is not ust as gurty
éirltlrss fellow Germans tremft])lrnghunderﬁ]l bs and

o s e B e ot m‘Eﬂhswhy“e pO(?re s
arasarca a, manner

we ahandon ™t g%carrous

concept 0 Pnud then Mann'’s pﬁsrtron over her eco £s

ﬁeca ous eed IS he or 1S he not a member of that
Istorical entity”, Germany?

The sergeant saves |t Would be sad if the above sPecr
our Honor mens rg rese ted .the sum total of

our s rnkH; on the respon
Erbrlrty ?f the German eoH] But tunate or the

onar of the huma 8 ere .are many contrar
Fxmrons An espect(a% ramatic mstance |s the Assocratiﬁ

hell 2l Mo Gl wh”? efonjﬁto e of 11

st American units to enter Colo t has often .heen

o ser e how muc hhu tal ar?d bl odthrrsty clvilians
those. who ac I_u ntrn ergeant

|tch 'S rem ‘ﬁ ear |s out e tel|s"how the er r&s
crawled out o r ce lars and. roug t out heer, brea
am and Hretzes or the American tooo eey werg
ostI¥ children and ol loﬂ e—just sort of eE 5§
P Y were not bern d.” t’s hard 0] eeJ) that
CQ/ front when people dct frrendY fao \ve rr

used to have some respect for ofd fo
g%amst fraterﬂrzatro Ith erman vl |ans a

reeant w8 S on en the M.P.’s are aroun
esupgose to hat e—to ev Lou cstom rs
Ut as %n as the g |s ove the ot er
wa— eqin to fe g/ n- raernrzarn
ks IT SO ebodP/ IS ther wrth g club ut rrﬁht at
r'nmw\f\tl ere 4 s?I rderer I risking death, you  carfnot scare

Itis a great thing to be able to see what is right under
your nose.
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r 0N Boston read [ writes, apropos my "Wal-
Wailace érce % the Labor Drate" n Fthe F)ebruary
S ISSue:

1 t] some of my own thinkin fe |a
believe, however, that vu c0 éj Y(r profitah Sy have
f (rred your analysis fafther, and ‘ask you to consider the
ollowin rooosr ]lons
1. Rogsevel sJ ar too astute a ajolrtrcran t]o write such
corny etter to ones unless he wi Fdr ublish qrte
at he ones’ Wor thus allin o o end
ories, a gace 1S basis of a proer *:e pvrelv
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of W Hlte properly, R oseve end e on the ocrlr
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4, Te '%erafls reorce — Roosevelt. having come
throu orres ontentt vrn ost not rng
rle %rr” g reat dea avor ublicity, a
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FDR to t {,

Huatron o es 8r anothter 0 3men Wi W{
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om t
succeeded.
| agree that the mane ve is far from com
tential or anize tRo?]rtrons at hs eace cant
Wl Oy il e tamehjre' :
W sh Sincerel
February 22, 1945, yCharles bloomstein

led to t ec riot,
? reco nrzed the danger of Ieavrnq
Ing qround” for the forces of disconten
PRI T i ST
antr -liberal’ tren rrhr
term. IS point of view, It appears that he has
H Ieted as et
Bnd ée caHsaHt IS strl sure ome ot ese
e advance ognever that oosevet rs aporting a
It %ay seem hﬁ carefully preparing fis own ground for

The O|d Master

The above seems to me a shrewd evalyia-
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ove, whchn Worn \hlave be rsenounce bev theq
ad he made It on rs ﬁwn Initiative, nowy, s B fern
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rtrca i nq frcance one res nt
ecaprtla 0 rze
ec ss lioer hrm on hﬁ no 50 a
ase and 15 who a creaure o ous

anrze or an
ointment, which was praised b oth Wa ace anri Jones
t%)s srmel rg\(ers the \r}hé\e rssug ack to Rooseve

|t thus dppears t exagaerated the principled signifi
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own r]ands This_is a setbﬁck for the dre hgrd Joneﬁran
aﬁrt& ISts, since Roooevet as never allowe Frnor
whether “rea

i cll ar progresstrve '[% InterTere wit
eaiency. a)\}\/ tit wil B% e expedient to
ance towards seems most probabl

VWTH THE HEAVY THINKERS: Grafton Department

Every time an American publicist, regardless of his politics, raises,
however Obscurely, the warning that we may pull away from our allies,
he hurts the chances for world organization. He hurts them because
Jf it is possible to separate, then it is possible; if we can, we can.

But we can't. We are going to have to help solve Russia's problems
and Britain's problems because these are our problems, too; because
we sink or swim together. . . . Our threat of separation is unreal. It
is unreal because the war isreal. (Samuel Grafton in the "N. Y. Post".
Jan. 16l 1745). t

Yalta changes the world, and those who are left out by Yalta (or
who choose to stay out) will find themselves members of a cheerless
little society indeed, something like the brotherhood of the vanishing
buffalo, or the grand lodge of the great auks.

This truth applies to individuals, no less than to nations, and not
to be a part of Yalta, at least in spirit, is to be self-condemned to a
lonely and irrelevant future. He who does not think at least approxi-
mately along the lines of the Yalta Declaration will find himself doing
a strange sort of thinking indeed, wondrously special and private. . . .

The stand one takes on Yalta decides one's entire political future:
whether one is to be a meaningful member of the great society, or a
lone operator in a kind of void. (Ditto, Feb. 23, 1945.)

WITH THE HEAVY THINKERS: MaclLeish Department
In

Archibald MacLeish, in his first speech as Assistant Secretary of
State called for a wider and deeper flow of world news.

"This nation has believed from the beginning of its history in the
right of the people to know," be told the United Nations Information
Board. "It believes that if the people are informed, the decisions of
the people will be wise. ... It believes that if the peoples of the
world are informed about each other, their decisions with relation to
each other will be just decisions— which means in the actual relations
of people that they will be decisions for the maintenance of peace.
("N. Y. Times", Jan. 5, 1945, p. 5)

(2)

Secretary of State Stettinius gave a definition of ‘unconditional
surrender' today. ... It is a military matter, he said, explaining that
the Germans can surrender to the supreme commanders on each front.

. He would not say, however, whether there was a unified policy
among the Allies as to the terms or conditions of surrender. (Same
paper, same date, p. 2)

WITH THE HEAVY THINKERS: Dolivet Department

Now the meeting of Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin is imminent. . . .
Especially good news is that the general conference of the United
Nations will meet in Washington this April.

We may not yet be absolutely agreed as to just where we are
going, but we certainly are on our way. (Editorial by Louis Dolivet
in "Free World", February 1945.)

Whether the concessions at Yalta and the amazing friendship which
has grov/n up between the three biggest men in the world will result
in a lasting peace or not, is no longer in their hands at this stage.
It goes back to their people and to the people of all the United
Nations. A war can be launched by leaders, but only people can
maintain peace. (Ditto, in the March issue.)

IS THERE A PSYCHOANALYST IN THE HOUSE?

MEXICO CITY, Feb. 20— A secretary's error gave Secretary of
State Edward R. Stettinius Jr. a bad start at the airport here when
he arrived at the end of his 26,000-mile air trip from Yalta and
Moscow.

Reading a prepared statement to the Mexican and foreign press,

®* A en'n'us sa® 1 "The United States looks upon Mexico as a good
neighbor, a strong upholder of democratic traditions in this hemisphere
and a country we are proud to call our own."

At the words "our own" he gasped, but went on. A secretary went
around and substituted the word "friend" for "own."

— "N. Y. Times", Feb. 21, 1945.
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Detroit Letter; The Briggs Stike
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Eﬂd th?x have gven devrsed]a g lt‘(:rmulllo WOIOI’

ormu some cap It Iyth a gen use
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SRS e
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KMSN'STADT

Victor Serge

URING the night of February 28-29, | was awakened
bP/ a_phone call. "The Whites have taken Kron-
stadt,” an anxious voice told me. "We are fully

Body and Geor%es Hellfer were both present) We de-
cided not to take up arms—to fight neither against the
hungry strikers. nor against the exasperated sailors. In

mobilized.” It was Ilya lonov, Zinoviev's brother-in-law. VasSili-Ostrov, in a stréet white with show, | saw a crowd

This was an apPaIImP piece ‘of news. If true, it meant that
Petrograd itself would soon he lost.

"What Whites? Where did they come from? | can't
believe it!” ,
"A ?eneral by the name of Kozlovski—" _
"Buf what about our sailors? What about the Soviet?
The Cheka? The workers at the Arsenal?”

"I've told you all I know.” . _

_Zinoviev was in conference with the Revolutionary Coun-
cil of the Army,_ so | rushed over_to the headquarters. of
the Third District Committee.  Everybody was Iookln(i
pretty grim.  “It’s fantastic. But it’s true.” "Well,” °
said, "we must mobilize everyone able to walk. Immedi-
ately!” Someone replied, evasively: Yes, we must mobil-
Iz¢, but nothing could he done without istructions from
the Petro?rad ommittee.  Several comrades and | spent
the rest of the night Porlng oVer a maP_of the Gulf of Fin-
land.  We got word that small-scale strikes were sp_readmg
through the' suburbs. Whites in front of us, famine an
strikes behind us! | left at dawn, and on my way out of
the hotel I ran into one of the maids, quietly leaving the
building with packalges under her arm.

"Whére to so early in the morning, grandmother? And
with such a load?”

The old woman 5|ghed: o _
"There’s qomg to De trouble. You can feel it in the air.
They will slit your throats, m%/,poor boy, yours and the
othérs” too. They’ll steal everything that isnt nailed down,
ust as they did last time. S0 |
ongings. _
At intervals along the deserted streets there were little

wall posters announcing the, treacherous seizure of Kron-

stadt by the counter-revolutionary general Kozlovski and
his accomplices, and summoning the workers to arms. But
even before | reached the District Committee headquarters
| ran into several comrades who had already turned out,
mauser in hand, and, the){_ told me that the Kozlovski busi-
ness was a contemptible Tie: the Kronstadt sailors had mu-
tinied, and what we were up against was a naval rebellign
led by the Kronstadt Soviet. “If anything, that was still
niore ‘serigus; and the worst of it was the paralyzing effect
of the official lie upon us. For the party to |ié to Us this
way was something new. "They had to" do it because of

the'mood of the people,” some of my acquaintances ex-

Blalned. But they were frightened too. The strike had
ecome almost géneral. Nabody even knew whether the
street-cars would run. _ o

Later that day | had a talk with my friends in the French-
speaking Communist group. (I remember that Marcel

m packing off my be-

?ather, most of it women. | watched it push its way slowly
orward to mingle with the mllltar?/-school cadets sent there
to open up the ai) roaches to the factories. Patiently,
sadly, the crowd tola the soldiers how hun%ry people were,
called them brothers, asked them for help. ~ The cadets
ulled bread out of their knapsacks and divided it up.
deanwhile, the Mensheviks and the Left Social Revolu-
tionaries were blamed for the strike.

Leaflets distributed in the_suburbs put forward the de-
mands of the Kronstadt Soviet. They added up to a pro-
(T]ram for renewing the revolution. In brief: new elections
or the Soviets, with secret ballot; freedom of speech and
freedom of press for all revolutionary groups and parties;
liberty for the trade unions; liberation” of all revolution-
aries belr(ljg held as political prisoners; no more_official
Propagan a; N0 more requisitioning in the rural districts;
reedom of employment for artisans: immediate withdrawal
of the street patrols which were preventing_free purchase
of food su&plles t()jy the .general public. “The Kronstadt
Soviet, the Kronstadt garriSon, and the sailors of the First
and ?eé:ond Squadrons had rebelled to get that program
accepted.

The Party Reflex: Ljes and Threats
Little by thle t[\e truth !)roke rt%rougﬂ_t%e smoke screen
laid down by the press, whose mendacity now knew no
bounds. And that was our press, the press of our revolu-
tion, the first socialist press in history, therefore the first
incorruptible, unbiased press in history. Even in the past,
to be sure, it had now and then laid itself open, to Some
extent, 0 the charge of dema: ogy (of a warm, sincere Kind,
however), and had used violen Iangua%e about its optpon-

ents. But in doing so it had stayed within the rules of the
IX' Now
. The Petrograd

%ame, and had, in any case, acted understandabl
owever, lying was “its settled policy

Pravda Informed its readers that Kouzmin, Commissar” for
the navy and the army, had been manhandled during his
imprisonment at Kronstadt, and had narrowly escaped
summary execution—on written orders from the counter-
revolutionaries. | knew Kouzmin, an energetic, hard-work-
ing soldier, a teacher of military science, gray from tip
to'toe; his uniform, even his wrinkled face, weré gray. He
"escaped” from Kronstadt and turned up at Smolny. "It
is hard to believe,” 1 said to him, "that they interided to
shoot you. Did you really see any such order?” He looked
embarrassed, and did not answer for a moment. "Oh, one
always exaggnerates a bit. There was a threatening note.”

In short, hé"had let his tongue run away with him. That
was the whole story. The Kronstadt rebels had spilled
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not a smgle drop of blood, had gone no further than to
arrest a few Communist officials, “all of whom had been
well treated. (Most of the Communists, several hundred
in all, had gone over to the rebels, which showed clearly
enough how Weak the party had become at its base,) Never-
theless, someone had. cooked Up this story about hairbreadth
escapes from the firing squad! _ .

Rumors played an ugly part in the whole business. With
the official press carrying nothing but eulogies of the re-
gime’s successes, with'the' Cheka Operating in the shadows,
every moment brought its new, deadly rumor. Hard upon
the news about the Petrograd strikes, word reached Kron-
stadt that the strikers were heing arrested en masse, and
that the trooiJs were occupying the factories, That was
untrue, or at least greatly exaggerated, although the Cheka,
running true to form, had undoubtedly gone ahout making
stupid arrests, (Most of these arrests were for short peri-
ods,) Hardly a da¥ Rassed without my_ seeing Serge
Zorin, the secretary of the Petrograd Committee. "1 knew,
therefore, how many worries he hiad on his mind, and how
determined he was ot to adopt repressive measures against
the workers. | also knew that, in his opinion, persuasion
was the only weapon that would prove effective in a situ-
ation of this kind, and how, to back up his opinion, he
Was b_rumg% in wagon-loads of foodstuffs. He told me,
Iaughm% . that once he had found himself in a_ district
whére the Left Social Revolutionaries had popularized the
slogan: "Long Live the Constituent Assembly!"—which,
clearly, was another way of saying "Down with Bolshe-
vism!™ "[ announced,” he went on, "the arrival of several
wagons full of food. " In the twinkling of an eye it tumed
the™ situation upside down. N

In any case, the Kronstadt uprising began as an act of
solidarity with the Petrograd strikes, and as a result of
rumors f(about_represswe measures) which were mostly
without foundation. _ _

Kalinin and Kouzmin, whose stupid blundering provoked
the rebellion, were chlefly to blame. Kalinin, a5 chairman
of the Republic’s Executive, visited Kronstadt, and the gar-
rison received him with music and shouts of welcome. But
when the sailors stated their demands he called them trai-
tors, accused them of thinking only of their own interests
and threatened merciless punishment.  Kouzmin bellowe
at them: the iron hand of the dictatorship. of the prole-
tariat would strike down all infractions of discipling, every
act of treason! The two of them were booed and kicked
out—and the damage was done. It was probably Kalinin
who, back in Petrograd, invented "the White general, Koz-
lovski.”  From the very first, when it would have been
easy o ﬁatch up the differences, the Bolshevik leaders chose
to Use the big stick, We were to learn later that the dele-
?atlon sent from Kronstadt to explain the issues at stake
0 the Soviet and people of Petrograd had got no farther
than a Cheka prison. =

Some American Anarchists—Emma Goldman, Alexander
Berkman, and a)(<oun man named Perkus, the secreta(r]y of
the Russian Workers Union in the United States—had ar-
rived & short time before. A scheme for mediation took
sha,oe in the course of some talks | had with them on sev-
eral successive evenings. When | told some of the party
comrades about it, they countered: "That won't do any

politics

?ood. We're bound by party discipline, and so are you,”
I protested: "One can get odt of a party.” Cool, urismil-
ing, they replied: "No Bolshevik deserts his party. And,
%\nywetly_,t Whledrle would you go? Ours is the only” party—
oput’it mildly.” — ~

Phe Anarchist mediation group used to meet at the home
of my father-in-law, Alexander Roussakov. — Since the An-
archists had the ear of the Kronstadt Soviet, it had been
decided that only Anarchists would take part in the nego-
tiations, and that the American Anarchists alone would
assume responsibility_ vis-a-vis the Soviet government: o
| was not present. 'Emma Goldman and Alexander Berk-
man had an interview with Zinoviev, who received them
cordially, for they were still able to speak authoritativel
in the name of & section of the international proletaria.
Their mediation scheme, nevertheless, was a complete fail-
ure, As a,so‘p, Zinoviev offered them everyr f_acm,ty for
seeing Russia from a private railway car._ "Think if over
and you will understand.” Most of the Russian members
of the mediation group were arrested. | was not—an_in-
dulgence which | owed to the good opinion that Zinoviev,
Zorin and a few others had of"me, and to my position as
a militant in the French workers’ movement.

Why I SuA)por_ted the Bolsheviks .

_After much 'hesitation, my Communist friends and |
finally sided with the party. "It was a Palnful_ step to take,
and this 1s why we did it The Kronstadt sailors, we rea-
soned, were right.  They had begun a new freedom-giving
revolution which would” lead to popular democracy.” Cer-
tain Anarchists who had not out%r_own the illusions_of
childhood gave it a name: the "Third Revolution,” The
country, by this time, was in bad shape. Production had
come thu,allY to a stop. Reserves of all kinds had been
used up, including even the reserves of nervous energy
which sustain popular morale. The workers’ elite, formed
in the course of the struggﬂles under the old regime, had
literally been decimated. “The party, its. membership swol-
len by“the influx of bandwagon riders, inspired little con-
fidence. And there was no m_g, left of the other parties
but tiny cadres, of doubtful ability. Some of them, to he
sure, might in a few weeks’ time have put on flesh, but only
by admi tmg_ en masse the soured, the bitter, the exasper-
ated—very different types from the 1917 enthusiasts of the
Youn revolution., Soviet democracy had lost its vitality.
It lacked leadership. It had no or%amzatlonal basis. And
it had no defenders, except among the hungry and desperate
masses of the people. _

The popular counter-revolution translated the demand
for freely-elected Soviets into the ,slogzan "Soviets without
Commuriists!™ If the Bolshevik dictatorship were to fall,
we felt, the result would be chaos: peasant putsches, the
massacre of the Communists, the return of the emigres, and,
flnall(}/_, another dictatorship, of necessity anti-proletarian.
The dispatches from Stockholm and Tallian showed that the
emigres were thinking of the future in Rremsel these terms.
(These dispatches, by the way, strengtnened the determina-
tion of the leaders to put down the Kronstadt rebellion
quickly, and without regard to the cost.) Our thinking
about all this had, furthérmore, a factual basis. We knew
of fifty rallying-points for peasant insurrections in Euro-
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an Russia alone. We knew that Antonov, the exponent
of Revolutionary Socialism of the Right, was active in the
area south of Moscow, and that he was preaching both the
destruction of the Soviet regime and the reinstatement of
the Constituent AssembI?/. e had at his command, in and
around Tambov, a skil full¥ organized armX made up of
several tens of thousands of peasants, and he had negoti-
ated with the Whites, (lTukachevsky liquidated this Vendee
towards the middle of 1921,

In these circumstances, the party should have beat a
retreat by admitting that the existing economic Set-up was
indefensible, It should not, however, have given up power.
“In spite of its faults, in spite of its abuses, in spite of
everything,” | wrote at the time, "the Bolshevik party, be-
cause of ts Size, its insight, its stability, is the organized
force to which we must pin our faith. The Revolution
has at its disposal no other weapon, and it is no longer
capable of genuine renewal from within.”

Comrade_apalnst Comrade =
. The Political” Bureau finally made up its mind to enter
into negotiations with Kronstadt, lay down an ultimatum
and, as'a last resort, attack the fortress and the ice-bound
battleships.  As it turned out, no negotiations ever took
place. But an ultimatum, couched in“revolting language,
appeared on the billboards over the signature of "Lefin
and, Trotsky: "Surrender or be shot like rabhits!” Trotsky,
limiting his activities to the Political Bureau, kept away
from etro_%;rad. _
Meanwhile the Cheka had declared war on the Menshevik
Sccial-Democrats by publishing, an outrageous official docu-
ment accusing them of “conspiring with the enemy, plan-
ning to sabotage the railways,” etc. The Bolshevik leaders
themselves were embarrassed: they shrugged the char?es
aside: "More of the Cheka’s ravings!” “But thex let the
char?es stand all the same, and promised onIP/ that there
would be no arrests and that everything would come out
a ,rlﬁht. Even s0, the Menshevik leaderS Dan and Abram-
ovitchi were arrested (in Petrograd(?; and the Cheka (led
at this time, as | remember, by a red-headed worker named
Semionov, a hard, ignorant litfle man) wanted to have them
shot—on the grourids that they had’ organized the strike,
which was by now almost general (and at least 75% spon-
taneousa. I had H]ust had a run-in with Semionov over
two students the Cheka had arbitrarily seized. | got word
to Lenin through Gorky (who was <also at that”moment
intervening to Save the ‘Menshevik leaders). Once Lenin
had been informed, we knew our friends were out of danger.
. Early_in March, Red Army troops advanced across the
ice_against the Kronstadt fortress and fleet. The rebel
artillery opened fire on the assailants. Infantrymen wear-
ing Ion% Wwhite parkas advanced in waves, and in some
Blacest e.ice cracked under them. Here and there a huge
lock of ice would break loose and, turning slowly over,
would carry its human cargo with it intg the black depths
of the wafer. And then, “comrade against comrade, the
shameful slaughter began. . . .

"We’ll Be Qur Own Thermidor”
Meanwhile, in Moscow, the Tenth Congress, of the party,
°n Lenin’s motion, had abolished the requisitioning system
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%"War Communlsm”a, and put the NEP into effect. All
the economic demands of Kronstadt had been met! The
Congress had, at the same time, gone out of its way to
heap” abuse upon all the opposition™groups, The Workers’
Opﬁosmon, or instance, had. been"described as an "an-
arcno-syndicalist deviation with which the party cannot
make térms”, although it was not Anarchist in any sense
and had advocated nothing but trade-union management
of production (which, incidentally, would have been a big
step in the direction of workers’ democracy). Finally, the
Congress,had drafted its members, many of whom beIon7qed
to opposition groups, for the battle against Kronstadt. The
extreme Left-winger Dybenko, himsglf once a Kronstadt
sailor, and the writer and soldier Bubnov, leader of the
group in favor of "democratic centralization”, went to do
attle on the ice—against insurgents with whom, deep in
their hearts, they had no quarrél. Tukachevsky was now
preparing the final assault. o _

On one of these black days, Lenin said to a_ friend of
mine (]I use his exact words) @ "This is Thermidor. But
we shall not let ourselves be guillotined. We’ll be our own
Thermidor.” T _ _

The Oranienbaum incident is never mentioned; but in
mfy opinion it brought the Kronstadt rebels within reach
of a victory which heY did not want—and might_ easily
have resulted in the fall of Petrograd. Ser%e orin, the
huge blond Viking who was secretary of the Petrograd
Committee, notice someth!n? peculiar about the orders
being given by one of the infantry commanders. For in-
stance, “certain"arbitrarily chosen cadets were kept standing
guard close to the artlllerK_ emplacements, and regroupings
were being effected for which there was no evident reason.
After a couple of days there was no IonPer any doubt that
a conspiracy. was afoot. As an act of sofidarity with Kron-
stadt, an entire regiment was going to switch sides and call
upon the army to rebel. Zorin immediately ordered into
the regiment men who could he counted on, doubled the
number of sentry posts and the complement of soldiers
assigned to each, and arrested the regiment’s commanding
officer, a man who had spent many ?/ears as an officer in
the Imperial Army. He was brufally frank: "For years
| had looked forward to that hour. [ hate you, you mur-
derers of Russia, Now ['ve lost, life means nothing to
me.” Along with a considerable number of his accomp-
lices, he was shot. His regiment, by the way, had been
withdrawn from the front in Poland.

The Cheka Takes Over

_ The rebellion had to be liquidated before the thaw. The
final assault was launched by Tukachevsky on_March 17
and resylted in an audaciously-won victory. The Kron-
stadt sailors, fighting without "competent officers (one of
their number, t0 be” sure, was an ex-officer named Koz-
lovski, but he played an unimportant role, and had no
authority), made poor use of their artillery, Some escaped
to Finland: some fought a savage defensive hattle, from
fort to fort and street'to Street, and died shouting, "Long
live the world reyolution!”  Some even died with the cry:
Long live the Communist International!”  Several hun-
dred ‘were. taken into Petrograd and turned over to the
Cheka, which months later—Criminally, stupidly—was still
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shooting little ?roups of them. These prisoners belonged
body and soul fo the revolution; they had given expression
to the sufferln?s and will of the Russian péople; and there
was the NEP _ ht
more, they had been taken prisoner in a Civil war, and
by a government which for a long while had
{ngoan amnesty to those of its adversaries who were willin
0
less massacre—or at least let it happen. N
The Kronstadt leaders, men unknown up to the uprising,
were drawn from the ranks. One of them, Petrichenkd,
escaped to Finland and may still be alive. Another, Pere-
pelkin, turned up later among some friends | used to visit
at the old prison in Shpalnémaya Street—through which
S0 many revolutionaries, Lenin_and Trotsky among others,
had passed in days gone by. From the depths of his cell,
before disappearing finally’ from sight, Perepelkin told us
the_whole. story of Kronstadt. , ,
That dismal’ March 18! The morning papers had big
headlines in honor of the proletarian anniversary of the

Paris Commune. And each time the cannon fired on Kron-

stadt, the window-panes rattled in their frames. In the
offices at Smoln){), everyone felt uneasy. Conversation was
avoided, except between close friends and even they spoke
sharply to one another. The vast Neva landscape had
never before seemed to me so bleak and desolate. ~ (By a
remarkable coincidence, there was a Communist uprlsmg
in Berlin on that same March 18, one whose defeat marke
a turning-point in the strateqy of the International, from
the offerisive to the defenswe%

The Great Ideas Die .

. Kronstadt Iinaugurated a period of doubt and_dismay
inside the party. “In Moscow, a Bolshevik named Peniuch-
kin, who had distinguished himself durmg the Civil War
pointedly resigned from the p_art?/ to found a new political
movement —"to be called, 'if I remember correctly, the
Soviet Party. He set up his party headquarters in a"street
lined with “workers’ homes, and “for a while nothing was
done about it. Then he was arrested. Several comrades
came to me_and asked me to intervene on behalf of his
wife and child, who had been evicted from their home and
were sleeping in a hall somewhere. | was unable to do
an)ithlng for them. The worker Miasnikov, another Old
Bolshevik—he had taken part in the revolt in the Upper
Volga in 1905, and there was a close Personal tie hetween
him“and Lenin—spoke out in favor of freedom of the press
"for everybo,d}/, rom the Anarchists at one extreme to
the Monarchists at the other,” After a sharp exchange
of letters he_broke with Lenin, and before long he was
deported to Erivan, in, Armenia, From there hé went to
Turkey. _ | was to run into him in Paris some twen% years
later.~ The "Workers’ Opposition” seemed to be "héaded
towards a definite hreak with the party.

As a mafter of fact, we were already well on the way
towards being overwhelmed by a nascent totalitarianisn,
The word "totalitarianism” itSelf had not yet come into
existence; but the thing it stands for_was_ruthlesslly making
itself qur master withiout our knowing it. | befonged to
the  ridiculously small mlnorlt)‘ which™did know. But the
majority, both”of the party’s leaders and of its militants,

0 show that they had been right! ~Further-
been promis-
ecome its Supporters. Dze,rgmski presided over this end-
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had come to regard "War Communism” as a merely tem-
Porary economit adjustment analagous to_the hlghlly cen-
ralizéd Productlve arrangements which Germany, France
and England had worked out during the war. These cep-
tralization, schemes had been called "War Capltallsm”. So
the majority believed that once peace was restored the state
of siege would automatically dissolve, and that we would
then (et back to some kind” of Soviet democracy — what
kind it was no longer possible to say.

The [qreat_ ideas "of 1917, the jdéas which had enabled
the Bolshevik partY to sweep along with it the peasant
nfasses, the army, the working class, and the Marxist in-
telligentsia, weré certainly dead. Had not Lenin, in 1917,
arqued in favor of a Soviet press so free that any group
able to muster 10,000 supporters would be allowed to
Rubllsh its own newspaper, and af public expense? Had

e not written that the transfer of power from one party
to another within the Soviets could be accomplished peace-
ully, without sharp conflicts? Had he not held out, in
his theory of the Soviet State, the promise of a form of
political Organization entirely different from the old bour-
geois States, with "no funCtionaries and no policemen,
apart from the people themselves”?—a State in which the
workers would exercise power directly through their elected
Soviets, and would maintain order throtgh their own
militia system? What with the monopoly of ?o,wer, the
Cheka, and the Red Army, all that was I€ft of this dream
of a "State-Commune” was a myth, of interest only. to
theologians. ~ War, measures of internal defense against
counter-revolution, and famine (leading to, the creation of
a bureaucratic machine to take care of rationing) had put
an end to_Soviet democracy. How and when would it be
reborn?  The party nourished itself precisely on the belief
that the slightest Telaxation of its grip on, power would
give the reaction the opportunity it was waiting for.
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Marxdam’s Totalitarian PoTIentlaI .

In addition to these historical factors, there were im-
portant psycholqglcal factors. Marxism has meant diffes-
ent things” in different periods. The child of bourgeqis
sclence and phllosoph%/ on the one hand and the revolu-
tionary aspirations of the proletariat on the other, it makes
Its appearance at a time when capitalism is enterm% upon
its decline. It puts itself forward as the natural heir of
the society which gave birth to it. Just as capitalist-indug-
trialist society tends to draw the entire world into its orhit,
and brmP each and every aspect of life info conformity
with its values, so the Marxism of the beginning of the
twentieth century seeks to remake everythln%, transform
everything—the System of property holdmlq e Way pro-
duction IS organized, the map' of the world (abolition of
frontiers), even man’s inner life ﬂdlsplacement of re-
ligion). "~ Since_ its objective was a total transformation, it
was, . etymologically “speaking, totalitarian. It included
within itself both aspects of the Society that was coming
into being; the democratic and the duthoritarian. Th
German){ ocial Democratic party, largest of the Marxist
parties hrou?h the period 1880-1920, adoPted a bureau-
cratic form_ of organization modelled upon the State itself.
It devoted itself {0 the conquest of power within the bour-
gems State, and wound up thinking in terms of State

ocialism. ) .

Bc?{s?wewk thought takes it for granted that truth is its
Pecullar possession.  To Lenin, t0 Bukharin, to Trotsky,
0 Preobrajensky, to many another thinker | could mention
the materialist djalectic of Marx and En%els was at one and
the same time the law of human thought and the law of
the natural development of societies,  The party, quite
simply, is the custodian of truth; any idea at variance with
arty” doctrine is either pernicious” error or backsliding.
ere, then, 1S the intellectual source of the party’s intoler-
ance, Because of its unshakeable conviction of “its exalted
mission, it develops astonishing. reserves of moral energy
—and a theological turn of mind which, easily becompgs
inquisitorial.  Lenin’s, "proletarian Jacobinism™, with  its
disinterestecdness, its discipline in both thought and action,
Was grafted upon the psychology of cadres whose character
has been formed under the of reglme—_that IS t0 say, n
the course of a struggle against Oespotism. It seems to
be unquestionable that Lenin chose as his co-workers men
whose temperament was authoritarian.. The final triumph
of the revolution eased the inferiority complex of the
masses—the always hullied and always downfrodden
masses. At the same time, however, it awakened in them
a desire for retaliation; and this desire tended to make the
new institutions despotic also. | have seen with my qwn
eyes how a man who only yesterday was a worker orsailor
gets.drunk on the exercisé of power—how he delights in
feminding others that from now on he’s giving the ‘orders.

"The Danger Was Within”

_These same”considerations explain some of the contra-
dictions with which the leaders themselves (despite the
verbal and sometimes demagogic solutions which the dja-
lectic enables them to put forward) have wrestled in vain.
On a hundred different occasions’ Lenin paid democracy
nigh praise, and insisted that the dictatorship of the pro-

letariat is both a dictatorship “against the expropriated
exFroprlators” and "the broadest workers’ dem_ocracz.” He
believed it, wanted it to be true. He went into the fac-
tories to give an account of his stewardship. He wanted
to face all-out criticism from the workers, . . , But he wrote
In 1918, that the_dictatorship of the proletariat was by no
means _incompatible with personal power, and by doing
50 justified in advance some kind of Bonapartism. When
his old friend and co-worker Bogdanov. came forward with
embarrassing objections, Lenin had him locked up. He
outlawed the Mensheviks on the grounds that they were
"petit hourgeois” socialists who made themselves nuisances
by always™ being wrong. . He welcomed the Anarchist
spokesman Makhno, and"tried to convince him of the val-
idity of Marxist doctrine; nevertheless, Anarchism was
outfawed too—if not on Lenin’s initiative_at least with his
consent.  He ordered a hands-off pollcy() towards the
churches, and promised believers a truce; but he kept on
saying that {'rellglon is the opium of the people”. We
were “advancing fowards a classless society, a society of
free, men; but™the party never missed an”opportunity to
remind people that "the reign of the workers will riever
end”. Over whom were the ‘workers to reign then? _ And
that word "reign”— what does it mean, anyhow? Totali-
tarianism—and within ourselves! _

(Translated from the French. The above is the secqnd
art of Chapter IV of Ser?e's as yet unpublished memoirs,
he first part was printed Tast month. The concluding part
will appear next month.)

DEPARTMENT OF UTTER CONFUSION

Reuter's dispatch from Lisbon, Portugal, Jan. 19:

"The banning of the writings of J. J. Rousseau, Francois Marie
Voltaire, Frederick Nietzsche, Leon Trotsky and Maxim Gorky was
demanded by the Portugese clerical paper, 'Novidades', today, in an
article declaring that Stalinism ‘is every day infiltrating into Portugese
ideas and customs.'"

WITH THE MARXICOLOGISTS: DEPARTMENT OF DEMOCRATIC
CENTRALISM

Workers Democracy under the Dictatorship of the Proletariat is
exercised through the organs of the state, the trade unions, and
democratic centralism within the Marxian Party, including the right
of all factions within the Party at all times, within the framework of
Democratic centralism. Those parties which after the establishment
of the Workers State do not accept basic principles must be sup-
pressed. However, certain parties, groups or factions which in the
first period of the Workers State accept its foundation principles will
continue to exist with full freedom of expression within the bounds
of the new society until they are by a natural process merged with the
Marxist Party, or until their policies drive them into fundamental
opposition with the new society, at which point they must be sup-
pressed.

— From "The 14 Point Program of the Provisional International
Contact Commission for the New Communist (4th) International ,
as published in "International News" for February, 1945.

THERE'S JUST NO SATISFYING SOME PEOPLE

Dwight Macdonald, who is significant only because he is the most
intelligent voice of the extreme left . . . complains in the February
"Politics" about the censorship in Greece during the civil war. What
one might expect from an honest revolutionist is that he would com-
pare Greece to the vast areas liberated by the Red Army. . . . The
Russian censorship is tight and efficient.

— Liston Oak in "The New Leader", March 10, 1945.

Considering this censorship, unparalleled in this war except in Russia
and Germany. . . .

— Dwight Macdonald on Greece in "Politics", February 1945.



112

Notes for & Poliical Dictionary
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Just received from England:—

WORKERS IN STALIN’S RUSSIA
by M. L. Berneri

88 pages of data on trade unions, living conditions, Stak-
honivism, forced labor, women's rights, etc. Indexed.
Freedom Press pamphlet. Price: 40c. Order from "Politics",
45 Astor Place, New York 3, N. Y.
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stray If he tori e Movies as an accurate reflection of

can sexual mo
r[ﬁte purit rII] ‘ ood films is all the more remark-
abI one ontrasts tr tment of sex in American and
ean ov es uropeans treat sex as a natura

part o every uman exrsten e—sometimes tragic, some-

*Sex is s consrde{ed a luxury, whroh the $6.60 . musical-
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JS the real bur en h? clety: the productio and istribution
goos the rearing 0 ren.
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tr(gnel Boronant sorﬂetrmes funny.  Our films have a more
olestent approac errng tween the ﬁxtremes of ro-
antrcrsm and sensua tg %lmost never umanrzrgg thg
te esprtet1 Orfice, our temale stars a&pen
more on t errP sical charms than uropean stars
o tev are 8 prEttrer Be gtuous rta
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rrd Ber man Greer Garson: 1roH e merrcan
th etoc a]te attractrve female tl&sh—as shown In
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can armies at se rs consa ooe d as rn
t sweaer qirl rmswrc ourr e untr
ice cr ?d down. ﬂrtrssr nrrca thtenes
eraso ﬁV'?S wlh re not contro e Ha
exro] \ emale o ymuch more ran ant
ms themselves dare to
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*GVs Dream Party”
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ﬂ% rngp % %m%sphere reduhes to |zero whatever' mjale-
e ublrcr % ave; and their alljes, the e]ameéteE

cannot
re the camera

ents, aré right at hand 10 see that
ets e simul il Qé@ ream

sex—hut no m%r

artv IS subtrt Beauftrful Girls M? e It Come. True,”
But the Horntds t at so far as th e I

conce ne oesn Co. etreh

fl reamrno ac IC (ox ea
riends for all 08s
ow ver% rea e come tru ot

H [ (e readers g most of are crvrIrans
T business s rea Iy A excuse for giving them

ortunate rrva:]e IS

e migh
outh rn er and her
er ssex ere,

or the  private

rnu art The episode could only. h v lace
errc ntr ere even sex”is mer-
cra/ w grtete yw o as crete amo us sym § S0

er ave become In ccessr e to” the ver
Rr ales w 0 creatgd Por tWerr pFeasure y
Science: e Detective Stor

A book cduld rrtten on th Plole of science in Po%tr
har Culture. ot that one of the a)r ekst forms was
etectr(ve story, which ca e trace to the memoirs
B e master-detective 0 g eonic e%a

vvo was ore ascrnate]d bv scrence nd screntr IC
etho th an I Se

rious writer has ever
een wrote+h str
jenre.  The detectrve story cou

reatest mastjrpreces
m rehensiple to, In fact—an avqt?reche

N
i sClentific terms: {0 surve ala, ereclt“(a)rnﬁ8 8
thesls, st rth seeipy W heth P

e Very

te fue m reer o ors—|e . points 1o {0
tr Broblem to be sol(ved% Et T { he data
evedle occurre}d In 2 sclentific a§ Tt has ot

Been oB how much “seriou ge rature of our times
IS based(s on this jdea: the novei onrad and Henr
James 0f example, are ess ntia ampiguity;

iz tudies (“T
te(rersalwasamster e salved, a riddle to pe°read
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terl rstc a te etective” story, ut the pattern and
muc thee ect IS the same.

Science: (2) Arcanum Arcanorum
The abo(vg IS the more soé) 1S cated rnteIIectuaI ed se
of scrence—a drrezht transter o o uar

IS me(h(ods 0
ulture, This Is the. attitude of te mi Eses w 0
think of scretnge as theirs as N ascense It13). emasaes
are esi ent, more humhle an helr attitu
Their kitsch concelves of science as t e mo em arca\num
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F er’s stone which exp arnst mys T e atter conc
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caraan screrbce ex Io % heaIt ers an nature
ers ernarr den. this sense scre ce
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Iectrvesjt K er omsrste er as mag wit
sclent ed ctron Su strtuted r the wizard’s wand) an
eneficent. ért clence Itself. is. not understood there-
ore not mastered, therefore terrif rn? because 0 rs Ve
ower, Int rsserﬁe as supre em stely, science is th estoc
n-trade of t orror’ é) (ﬁa ines an n]o les.
as gHt t]o the dmlpt Inde th&a on eeseh orator
Ha WQ0 m 3 s ers,. tlecoa]t
e scre tst 1S as Roo 8 a srﬁ rac as RAack
g/rca ﬂ hea r e
%r " th h it lectrrcr rn the eectrrc
air rsh rou%h to Ife and encase r] lf)ti er surt
oPVthIC ata to the touch, % ee 3
F Wher\ !<s sult tears on a rre eHce and the
trrcrt ea sout) Th ese orror ave ap E [

E}iﬁﬁ ot rrlrn {EEher o e{%n s ttatﬁattét'tewt%rmal

-Span Qf TWo Years atur Venin
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uItur a ghastv atm sphere; is t rs[_n nneFr

Intyitions of the masses ra nst rns
orator

anek IS ot a long journey.  Was there
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agpopular susPicion, erhaps onl haIL conscious, that the
19th centur }ust In, %mence Was l?ta en and tnat science
can be useg I anti- um?n as easily %s for hum n.enfs,

gerhar{)s dn ee8 more ea1§| }/? OW “otherwise ex al? the
ontinue OP larity, after more than a century, of the
Frankenstein 1dea?

Dwight Macdonald

Ours to Steason W hy

DUCATION is a grand thing. If we rqet the labor

draft and postwar conscription we shall’ see that, the

people of America have indeed,
beg}mnmg of this war. The American Legion puts out a
spitfy booklet, full of pre_tt%/ Plctures of the’ stepping-stones
in a Koung boy’s life, with the purpgse, of proving to us
how he will benefit from the conscription pr01qram. Of
course, he will have to get used to the idea. To explain
this, a slogan “integration with education” has been coined.
|t means fhat the little shaver begm,mng grade schoo] will
learn what a wonderful thing he will do“when_ he gives a
?/ear of life to his country. ~ Under the direction of skil-
fully trained teachers he will have years and years to grow
into” this noble belief, Of course opportunities to question
will be eliminated if possible. And how trusting and
ea_snié,convm_ced Is a little tot of six! We know, because
this kind of idea worked P_r_etty well for the Nazis.
The movies and advertising aren’t running “ideology”
any more; they know the){ can't get by with that. But
people are still"going over the top for war bonds and their
‘sec,urlt%’,’. The “well-adjusted” American is counting on
getting Nis security. _ _
~ War is a great adjuster. The well-adjusted person lives
in his culture and parades with it to the land of the_ bow-
wows, thrilling to the sound of drums. The well-adjusted
person is the” hoy who fights overseas and comes  hack
“normal”, uncracked by the experience, because all through
It he has_kept his eyes riveted on the great purpose and
his part in it. He not only keeps.his doubts to” himself;
if he has any he throws them away in a little parcel labeled
cowardice”. .

The boy who comes back “psycho-neurotic”, he’s the one
who hasn’t been able to take it. " Not that we're not makmq
ﬁ,ans t0 qet him back to normal, to help him and suppor

im and Tove him. No, but we still call him “neuroric”
because something happened to him out there. He couln't
fit it all in a pattern.” Now he sits unaware of anything
and has to have sweet music from the old country played
softly at him for da){s and days, for he is “unbalanced,” .

In"the educational process—ask any teacher—the aim is
not only to ﬁrowde the pupil with the stuff of_knov_vledqe;
but als to help him grow into “an adjusted individual,
There are three kinds of adjustment. ~There is just Plaln
being happy. There is being adjusted to one’s culture,
living in" one’s world, and deriving happiness from the
feelings of warm contact and security amongst one’s fel-
lows. ~ Third, there is the_adjustment, not to “any one cul-
ture, but to a humanitarian concern for the world as a
whole. A Person can be happy and poised not from being
secure in the framework of ‘doing what everybody else
does, but from developing the faculty of objective ap-

been “educated” since the

politics

praisal which enables him to stand a little aside, as it were,
watch the parade, disapprove of it, raise hell to help the
world, land in jail because of it, but still not become all
balled up inside. _ _

The first kind of adjustment can be had in many ways
and places. It can pe had in falr%/I_and. Most educatrs
recognize_a higher adjustment than this, for ours is a social
world.  The, conflict ‘comes hetween the second and third
types of adéustment. The little boys.in the playground
\ho pretend to he “doing gun twaining, like my bi
bwother” are the fine yourg men of tomdrrow, adjuste
secure, with the world dhead”of them. We see the physical
counterpart of this mental attitude and serenity plastered
all over our billboards. The GREAT AMERICAN type.
Looked not to ,nPht of them. Looked not to left of them.
Noble young milfions. . _

There aré many varieties of culturally adh_sted people.
The, Aragesh of New Guinea who. accépts his culture is
docile, obedient to tradition, and blissfully adjusted among
his fellows. He gets along all right in Cultural isolation.
But when a conflict arises, as whén an individual or idea
from a different culture enters his circle, he breaks down
and loses his bearings.. We read books about people like
this_and_think how “primitive it is to be such a slave to
{)hn,e’s culture. Then we turn right around and do the same

ing.

Fgw P_eople want the third type of adjustment. It means
fewer friends, and a lot more disapproval. Yet no one
can say with a straight face that progress is made by ac-
cepting the status quo., Somebody has to get ideas.” But
educafion is mainly the process of learning what is al-
ready known, Ledming to think—yes, they pay it lip-
service in colleges and “some other places—but a lot_ of
Peo_ple are not Interested in learning to think, or havin
heir offspring learn to think. The risks are too greaf.
On the way to the third type of adjustment it Is easy to
throw up the spon%e and”conform ‘indesperation, or to
become so distraught that one can’t mobilize any energy
for anything. It 1S much easier to be happy the other
way.  And we want our children to be happy.” Our child
in Jail?  Why, the very thought! .

Is the third type of “person” “abnormal” or intelligent?
We know that thinking does not occur without a stimulus.
Most thinking comes as a result of some kind of shock
some glimpse of conflict. If glimpsing conflict is abnormal
and to' be avoided, then thinKing Is o its way out. Every-
one has his own Idiosyncracies and is to some extent not
perfectly happy. But for some people the idiosyncracy
IS to question; for others it is to want more than anythmt_i
else to “belong to the group” and thus blindly to accep
its standards. Now really, which constitutes theé most seri-
ous psycholagical “set”?” After all, do we want to educate
people’ by giving them one view and telling them to learn
It, or do'we want to tell them different things, ask them to
try to find the reasons for and against each, and then come
through with their own conclusion? It may make for
struggle and shock. But when the inevitable” conflicts of
bow-wow land get too much for everybody, and the culture
cracks, the oneS who have learned to think for themselves
will not break down like the confused Arapesh. They will

keep on thinking. FRANCY CALHOUN
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HE PRIVATE LIFE QF THE MASTER RACE.
Eerto?F%re ht. Trans ated wit f}t 8ssay (hy ErE?c/
Russe Bent ey. New Directions. 5

The Private Lrlte of the Mﬁster Race is a tota]lrtarr n

: grcttota#rtarra tarrah/ think| i ertlersltnarttgm tssuca effect,
e e itg'rpdatar ek B
rnteg[ trrgn f( ggenerafg} he stefeo Tth {stt atron thg
c oqy mo 03/ fth ut a Ven or ring
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Gyl e 2 e
taﬁo rs n tyconcerneé wath eIrmrnaérn% %g realﬁ

itarianjsm but 15 merely interes cha m sters
thron fo t She aboe Brech has noq? e of
thevrart of .symbolism. smwenuse a
fure t magin tro rs vast erent rom s]y
ction de

as stereot R In t e first 1 sta
pents Jan e exploiation o et”s'tt ”na t%retétt%nst
(GReTgase 1 Ceponds, Hpdn g

ment f 2 monolit an, his
rca? orker, hrs ca?Hrteler %ters hrst rca? Hit-
Yout nis t rca rc/l d infinity £ S0enes
rea stereot st ec racters he tra tron mot e]r
ter r of sentrmenta rty crrf e,
n wre re atro s Ip, sus cro S an drs un e
?ressure of the Ftae o me a reg m Is”
armer easentral 3/ anti- state the mul rtu char
acﬁerﬁ Bene only one may e sald to ave a ﬁo en-
tha téman In"a congerva%le cBrcumstance that IS
e Ju eArr]tescene earc fuatrce
r] t 0SS t0 sa Wheth%r the me |ocr# and Flrche
anartg the verse, the melodra a tr ess 0 c(?
versation, the extraordrnar superficlalit o teme rs ue
dothe transat hose essay .at the e H e play In
cated a Su 8rent ack of se srtrvré/ hstorrcal or crrtr
cal understanding to grae an_unsympathetic. translation
a not too remote P] ssibility. ~ There' Is itcaustrcrt frtaut
satrrrc versr lsg gomeo Brctsea{ er Ger v\//h
ell to a'le %er egree in The Trial of Lucullus whic
rsa sent from
e]re are no namrcs %Irmax direction, . There rs no
rowt or develo There are no prhob ems, no en
ons etu P testereo o/e nd e .
eé\am severa he SCEnes rmusrca] rrectron
my ar aric mar one wrg {0 staﬁ
BaX J roadc%st It, what ould one play? . Not beirig
ﬂa ted with_ "barbaric” musrc sQmeone” mig ht be In-
Ib to Iay Sh sta oviteh’s Fifth Sympho [t seems
obvious that *Brecht can ave PO under tan n of cqom-
aratrv cu turs that he sill clings to Victorian
R nwar rhce t of hist a rrcaI evolution: ?ro [ess.
ﬁrrsm IS C act rize aI thoge. "evi 9
that rec [Fsrsts tere fore, "barbarism” is no merey
chronologica ¥ grror to "civilization”; Ht morally, it is
an afavis wicked-ciegenerate, Rr the sava une U-
cated are harbaric; Arrcan% ¢e Indian as%o%)’et

tem, tattooin eFrenchs L'rst recht and t
realists” wguld say) are Xqua(t % aric.
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. rwecht IS ertr(}er drsrnferested in or unaware that tnrs era
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(f eysu ective, rntrospecthe soclal a en was
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or?er éor %veﬁ ro a& n existing one
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Farre
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DACHINE RAINER

HERRN THOMAS MANNS NEUSTE WANDLUNG. By Erik Ericson.
Verlag: Dinge der Zsit (London & Montevideo). American Distributor:
University Place Book Shop, 69 University Place, New York City. 40
cents.

"The 8ne difference betweeﬂ the B gandrsts of the
toworl Wwars,” writes Hannan Arendt | art# Fftevrew
Winter, 1945). "is that this time qu te a Tew of the former
IS ensers 0 German chauvinism ave made themse vea
% r Peto the Allied powers] as 'ex eBts OP ermaney
ave lost through this” switch not a bit of their zeal o
su ervrence
omas P/t nn r one of the most emrnent of these zeanu?
servrt so t ow rs In this war,_as this satrr(lca
rrc on emonstrates eauthor 08s

arteusu wpoint that een a change
In [Mganne‘s politica vafueg between Id%arsq ag



mce[%t that he heﬁ switch%d maste And th se _masters,
ohenzo Ln or Rooseveltian, are alike in being
g%rvg(r3 Jﬁrﬁrsa S w 0 are In power at the moment they
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et rmr
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f0 hae a Clear- clut cision
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grv?s M one Hhace a revea |ng on Thomas Mann’s
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QFW SLﬁIrIt SEFVES
e result s at the
would, expect

'wor

thh crrtr ue h guery
|ze?] rh e contrar% with t]e ecfsr 0 stand alone
rather than to go with the millions of . . . subservients.
W. L.

CONSCIENCE AND THE STATE.
lems of Conscientious Objectors, 1943-1944.
lished by the Author, distributed by The John Day Company $1.

The status of the CO has impr ve in_onl %II -
Q?rtant e ec ear. as the OSS

being cssr le asI sr ce all radesare
atl n an

IVE

a r Indyction Cad exam appe oarﬁ
lS%i%)WGa tog %Wﬁb FiSSJ icagion with (PLPI FOTW&I’
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Fl]men(i ISPetOO narrow nerrﬁrete that the oqo HF may? 8

as Tittle socigl Value, that |sd endents. are uncared
ghr% ; Ijgrseo camps are unr?gr tﬁe mrlatary control of
NZ Carnell. wt(r)qbrs Couns to he Natrorbal H)_ mittee
onscientious %ct%rs o merican Civil Liberties
nron \rvrrteh atb reat rrtarn ﬁna a are more
iberal In their treatment of CO’ s t an t Where
our gover ment1 tr ues to treat un atriotic
slackgrs w ? sho epunrshe for t err Views. IS
roPosed reforms . deserve special , consideration now that
oSt-war conscription seems’ certain.
EG.

RACIAL STATE. The German Nationalities Policy in the Protector-

ate of Bohemia-Moravia. By Gerhard Jacoby. Institute of Jewish
Affairs of the American Jewish Congress and World Jewish Congress.
$3.

A very thorough record of the Nazi attempt by legisla-

ount of Thomas M nf e]avrorq?lrR |veg aéjrme% oat?r-
aayt t?r nlig htenrné even for t ?s% acquainte wrt the
a very fpropr gate mIX-
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the result 1S likewise msprrrgg ]
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Legal and Administrative Prob-
By Julien Cornell. Pub-

politics
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From a report on the Canary Islands put out by the International
Information Division of the U. S. State Department in January, 1945,
we quote the following estimate of the local reaction to American
propaganda:

Re: "Victory”, "USA", "En Guardia", "Battle of North Africa",
"Norteamericana", "Villachia", "Convoy", "UNRRA":

Almost without exception the material was received with apprecia-
tion and pleasure. The Roman Catholic priests were particularly re-
ceptive, mentioning that they frequently found ideas for their sermons
in our reading material. The Mayors and other Fascist officials ap-
peared to enjoy the material. It was only among the peasants and
lesser civilians that suspicion and hesitancy were occasionally found. . ..

LIBLAB JOURNALISM HITS BOTTOM (TO DATE)

There is no use denying that the Japanese die well; but we can feel
that theirs is the rat's death, defiant in a corner until all fails and then
suicide, while the Marine's is a proud man's death, in the open, ad-
vancing, for such simple, noble and old-fashioned reasons as love of
comrades and of corps or ambition to set the flag atop bloody
Suribachi. It is the best way to die.

— Charles G. Bolte, regular military commentator of "The Nationl,
in the March 3, 1945 issue.

WORDS-OF-ONE-SYLLABLE-DEPARTMENT

"When our union presented demands to the city council of Wau-
watosa (West Milwaukee suburb), the city council asked only one
question: 'What will you do if we don't give in?

"Our union representative asked: 'Do you mean will we strike?' and
pointed out that the union was pledged not to strike during wartime.
The council came back with a take-it-and-like-it-or-quit answer."

— Testimony of Abram Flaxer, President of the State, County and
Municipal Workers (ClO) before Senate Subcommittee on Wartime
Health & Education, Jan. 25, 1944.

, THE LITERARY LIFE

"l anT'a part of the Macy book service, which service is specifically
there to help customers in obtaining books which we do not carry in
stock. We deal with a certain type of individual. The ordinary run-
of-the-mill shopper you usually find in department stores is not in-
terested in ordering books in Macy's. The persons we get are usually
intellectually superior to most of the department store buyers. There-
fore, the book department and those in charge of the book department
find it necessary for the members of the book service section to main-
tain a good appearance. This in turn necessitates extra expenditures
for good clothing."

— Testimony of Miss Jean Rock before Senate Subcommittee on
Wartime Health and Education, Jan. 28, 1944.
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"Max Weber's Politics”—a Rejoinder
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pendz ﬁat IS"meant by “complete”.  Furthermore,

ecte

as off the osr-

has
Il el B o el Y

e A i i

epresenta-

poIitics

not onuy is the Report hra%ed in the most admirahly re-
strarne and sqber fan u% trt even gives som evi ence

vora,_ %rn rom e edl rra reaction
the ﬁ awonAtM es an %e uardian, twi
ers

f}f ester E
f'i %CI’ ical of the Gov rnme ts Gree
OUd sa %EOH UCCEeae 0ing two
Igh ave eeme Incompatl-

S san rous 0

mgg vr?d T(t "T ;dﬂ:’vsurc Istyrbed rrtrsh |halcbs n

ﬁthsb a mrttptq ranq a ew [acts avor Bto

h Porrn Yr voraRetestrmon &lL

AI\cA)nSen?smc))fIStIC d (a a ror;rre%rfrs “8? rS angatth

d%@ hearsa tstrmon V\hth ?waysey eﬁ car(? not fo

set down a gy W j rur
nsr eratron of the main ques

ﬂdhﬁﬁd
P don t mean t]o imgv\y that Sir Walter and hrs com-
anions ecessardy dr elr. report with an con-
?crous effect to_ deceive. e ectrvene rr\a}ér

ery fact that th e speak as t f
hrt/e érnrmﬁ tnF/Je comYd)rta%Le C Ps so
d rm%regnate With™ru nc ss values that t R
ocr has e Unconscious eerh su {ectrve sgga-
g sincere.  The main %ur 0Se of thelr trip_ seém dt
Mnlpe one; to together thﬁ Gref fra
upron eadlers an aP aed/eement on_the holdin of
ree umon electio s 0 uate or ntervene Int g
nolitical situation was no part of thelr urpose e d
ot see representatives pé) Atrca parties, of which In
reece there are man | ish t0'be drawn into
evothex of Green oIrtrcs We dr not regard. It afa y

Part of our rﬂrssron 10 Inve tr ate whatever P olitica
rence ma frve arisen d reece. Nevertheless, we were
etters, and doc

re UESIS %r interviews mErIFIJWFcnaF fland Wlt persg fg

U
ortab ensonerso aﬂmsmp r1
tun esaét t]po Itics 1S _today for the Iter-
rh Ife-and-death matter. One f them remar ed th?-
0

IO QP TRET D
Were bewﬂt{ered thd a brtpres{ntful to ?m that

Ima
af mple matfer as it, d
0 ransgort oHse 8
{ta e what w tho1u t w

eac%mparatweystrar iorwar task. ound, how-
ever, .t t It wa]s Imrh) e to seﬁre ate the tra e ‘unjon
uestron gm osphere of tefision, suspicion, recrbm-
nati n and fear o re rrsals which was E valent

the rrnrans roeto casian; espr the "appal|in

c

com rcatrons t o art rece t nage t%
Cehurcar Clear verdt/ct éjA IS qui ty as cﬁt/arge

The }actual content of the Report can be boiled down

t\/NO mao]re Oe%tinown Ieader of the Greek tradEe Mtron
mo emethaveaway(fesupoorti ang still f ioort

h%ﬂ%mﬂhh?ﬂ%%
grrwed In Greecf {0 un%

"We Informed ? ?eq L., i_ tiras’ new

constituted. Genera CoH eratrr] of Labor] that the on

Bersons of w om we Ka knowledge In the Greek fra
omrrrs owas eneral Secre-

nion Ptovem(en were
fary 0 nfe ? tro(n r)f & tratgs who was a
rominent member of the_Confederation: a Theos, former
ecretahg the United Trade Unrﬁn Fe eratrﬁn of Labor
1t r u out recent events nad given t etr supgort

o AM.” rou trave ed tq the |ttle]t
ava |a |n rrr conferred wit -
omrrrsN t{ratos h}l) eretar of the Rail-
way Wor ers nion, Marolis rought these our
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B?thrtr% AtI Ligg er safe conductetroerna r\nvggtrreqagwtg the EAM and |ts rIrtar I EkLA %reS uh@ \c\reea\t,rvrres of
teh d§ In um neectr ns: t%%ﬁ\ Jea er srﬁnedd LE reece n\tat 1S | we ere strII aj)rve Fut we wou(idp
ne reser tdon tat heeecfronssoul ot el be still alive If we h a\rq/ Mmpe 0 pa t |

te t oHsan s of workers held in jail by the Government underground movement .while ?Pr rhg %ree tr QE‘Rm

aye returne ums(t] Barty wrth an
str%n arYsejreonre%antn}r ntrgg ELAS (and especraII Its ave a unio Xft vevloruo E whrc (! 8 OPLA

risoners had been m trgate?i Jn rTr])lrtn%(tjr 6. atrocr f s 1n §5§’ arcrlgntth [ the % oslay ; exactg/t
gns in_Atheps, |nclufhsn traqe u |Son cfrs % h Bargf eh 10z, aras?ag (has been urderrng gHJh
Execute without trial; the rules o WI |ze§7war are a 0ppo e?s in the unde roroun

en otherwise, Vio 3teof Se ¢ arﬁes whic Because ,of this angeglth Greece wewgdrrlﬁ R gpbablv

take up a oodI thir or

ere ort are based o testr have toynd It necessar er to sit on)

E g/o the P afstrras rt)eope (Y\/e were In orme % e In ﬁ M and keeg rm uths shut agutt r]
nt that, as far as ex %trmate temum I, ter the 3rman inev rom reece we wou
ersons murdered was at least 100 Jand of trs a/e aw%e the earliest safe n}oment for pulling out q
econ Independent Paratroo Briy These are not Ich IS, W at some o the minor groups In It

ve H e SOUTCes; paratroopers | army are tou ave heen QIn rn] ecent week
g ows who have volunt erep thrsdes ecra begin With, let u not e thrown off the track b
%rous an mur erous t] our drsrqust al, the Churc anor %overnments rovocd-
mﬁ to e et %r apo |t|ca or rw \A\/e Intriques,” which yoH expose Jn o much Turjous detail.
ere e drrtrest ters qur troron a en ountere hat does tt mather who rovo whom, who_ was In-
notes th o” f the exa Pes of t]hese drrt trig urng e%;arns&w |ct%n "the right side
tﬁctrcs rsthat a e LAS or es Were | rvr |a cIo In a r ing. who frre s
IS 1S o at.a enP{ e ro a rsou we su por ause it is or was
mmrtte atBocrtrres thou not on t e sca ege su porte rrt’v L(nopose t
as rra IS rIent on ntr atroc 'ﬂ or Jg wante rrng h ing bac wouI we help
tres an the eIe atr%n evrdent t ke ne sde It?

P ﬁ matter, Furthermore, r 0 see )ﬁ
Hrct e atrocrtg ISSUE 1S 0qtven 50 muc s ace rJ e ort rogLr
ich 15, avowedly non-palitical and concerned only wrth tron a rstrnctlrv qﬁr majorit
ers gresent 0SItIo e war has as muc sup-

trade union
res %Sr}&“h oT?t}jwedruese beenlérrt]fa rrpleetrj'aflr(]tatthheIrAbthrearl ( § tée/ma IS Mﬂ Iyasgor maunlrgts & e|s you concede tﬂr
% mrsi [ee Eaary In gtew Yo?< Pt the degree of (P feader afn% trol” 15 not Sv
tR gxrn]t]ee rgtterIa ét ree ’ orOt e rtrrne elﬁgatron was ia prec ateg < a 8 rsner%rlert]agf 0 ISAIS a Demeeerr S Elart
gent 3wrcﬁ< ﬁt aughter of an erclrass Eor arn/ %p ﬁ %%nt whose se retary is ar% unis
to‘ Bran fa %( ﬁn ar ent an§ aC r'nveer reactur)gratr% e er cgntro erf | not onIyt e secretary but the ot er
er usso m ertar I t,n grom yrhjquader ofc t nlﬂ&l\/lt delegatron that recentl ne tr-
gatc es on t e Gr ek fight mg rhhh % r?d IS the most % Seace agrezmgnt with t %rrzﬁ gove] ent
reaction oer correspongent th eTrmes as em- eor%e lantos who 1S Siantos erstesecretary
M since W Gr% smeare

the . Lo ahsts from gtarn % gnuy hts
i B

Era c0’s territory durrngeYhe Spams% Civil l\%w since EAM IS c ntr IIe%

orrt ort*' 0 proof th EAM’S trends are
#ssrv ;ﬁgos vetpssp orted yamaS [ar%ofah

the N €S" COIes

“tar?/ arn(t)thdAﬁ]e 0 |cers 0

o the Third Camp in Gregce E]ettr% i rt C%em%an i g§%v2 tigtf’?'@t? Y)eergarégvenveen

Your dozen frenlv on Greece in the past four 4 Ues Wsﬁ?rs an
olut

of pol are a rand, sn rtrn rage, a SPies &
make 000 mc readrng Yette%aleavet IS rEa rfgr abs e% now ts beca se we Enow rteasslmasrrtn wgr 10 have

ungon nce

&vh g@/ the evrdenge ha ounte ulothgt the revolt fﬁr r‘e"e%utfy reérgaéneem ?romsau]tg/s y menlteato Iho SXser%tﬁ

gttga(:%euse ; Cﬁ”g?é\ége C UTCH7 i enrﬁ hgs? alQonr S| |an r tlcrn sueprte 0 h frt(\)’\rlt%eérlgostapl\rn
il e e et ! S s i i g auinh pl

Efﬁgrl] to gﬁ: t er[%t)% lan Empr A Instead ?endrn ?ves [t he cannot atorﬁe hrea wrth r?tarn

r]s are eveywhere-

Wil sttt RS o
*We seen above that th Government re ected this, stipula-
tion, arvrt i tt]at a}thrrtte of 'tﬁ own la é \eaderﬁ ate? re- ?5|a been %‘ng F Chm? [BECE S erg B
srgne a“t exam the hias t]at runs through the Citring ugarra an e Tad IO t ere rootrn
epr%rst?S o[roaotlhﬁorrt]t gsera(trotrp] eot m”esrrP ?Slt'h? vggerr\rlrﬁhgnnote that it al . i the same Wlt ro a an ISt
E hen Plastjras” Minister qf Labor msrsts that no re reslentatrve Barﬁltui/?nrtels country, Fgrr]ceac he é) Ws esg? t|ﬁ
an be acceRte on the commission. to Sup ervrse the niop_ elections é) ave a'SO qhega aﬁ m arfmo o' the
e has_ahy “contact or conHectron i t ¥ Report ob- E? F E
brves: T resamyatan Secmancte us 0 be- Teasonanfe. etwor as well as other ocal, lesser fry, i
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Johanpes Steel on WHN, .in wYork and you can be
sure tH f?ave been oos‘ h rnsr tently Y

attempt
ut in é‘am th% th h
ﬂ]atronal as ects were nof promrneat |n te edrnnrn

become sot fterwar rl pa] eco-
frol at |rst was not t) nds of Stalin;’ he acqu l
It later on, rrncrg ¥ Irn arms 10 'the Lo |sts
whretheoterP sm odtem Yet th
Hr ence eKrem In’s contr fﬁparn was alwa rn
oupt ere Was never an apﬂroac {0 acertarnt tat
H arBts he they wou(! remab PP
talin’s thum orteemar%o Wou an e |itted
countFree%Cthme supplies could De Imported from other

Otseems fo Lh at Stalhn was farthful to the promise
%rveg rc h at Te ean that Greece would come
|t |nt ritis ere_of Influence,  Stalin was
IS, hands off Greece. ec

edprn

Il

t eir, own hook to {eé,_si\pt 8 urchqugapan reou df manﬁ

or |ﬁatm ment 0

. Wepen ence of oscowb the of an countr

sen ug tom eon ru ones ’r]tre(a

or i osrs he act t at the

mu |stsr see edt ave aported a revolt t orBonths

ﬁar ler, w en t e Germans were ¢ egrrn% out and tne British
nat et rrved Since the Stalinists vetoed

rrsrngcren~n C%cto ﬁ[ surtehg arta meﬁouﬁd not have ordere
But It does not?oﬁ dt ours If n ut at
Chur hil tPhr el ntess at wor wea | th
ZII ernarnls |s tha(tr%t?e tMt r‘%rcI Stalin erthevrltr%1 fi t
atoce ort retentro hrs power In Greece or to stb-
mit.and |et it be a
This ¢ orce con onted Stalin in eember ot ctb
there ore in_December he ordered the revolt whi
Octob r e ha preven ted.
revot mean nat a genuine effort to erze
ower but sim lv mrrtary rhsubr natron of ELA (i
Ttl er a

overnment |no tarn It is immateri
wh| srde struc rsto ﬁ %f \mmedrate Cause.
evo was not as C urc (ha ls |B an attempted
cou etat talin could not to drive

Britain out fGéeecea that stage of t\h am% Greece IS
50 vital to % TJtrsh mpire %at C @Aélltvgo?l rIElour

éran r] troops %

olt uent tl re was no chance t a S cou wrng
mil] tar vrclory y its own sHength e Case 0 IrelaH
(r)san tP 1”e for reasons w

Purc Il was sure to win— unIess Stalin flu d Iarra;F
[(ern orcements Into Greece r ussra or one of Tts B
wrr\w

satellifes.
rrtam whr course the
as the war wrth rman contrnued Hence suc
rerg erH th were ou 0 uesthon
talj een pla mg TI f
ave te orar d rficl contr eece W
r%o tF Gree

aon ar ussre;goor%rt atctﬂomﬁrgh] |t?s ?O?r OT

mlin, h VoI

let Brrt]alln

re ce would tollow urchi (o ﬁ rom
mat ota ere ze trsréame he

ecr toc rsc tro! an ore e insisted OH
sarmrn us cr g A

ree e sho down lin ﬁ” was

orce de res on ed wr a rEvot which. he knew

was for military sense, put pot politica
8. Wﬁat dn r? Stalin expectyto gain ytPus P We dloynot

anrsh (iwrl War,
thing was a crvr he inter-

ich™ | lack the space to Indl-

t ths wou %rée an 05’8” ru tura'

politics
know the full answer, but there are a few points that sug-

themselv
huw Iotoallggatr]r?sst Ent]r%herﬂ d %rld \(r)vergeoplrbera't) bor
new § é 1S almost to

wer In. Russia’ ”
ﬁ“ den rom outside eyes an Jron Russia %e(hsor py

Wcr%rr |ssc0err]rsms]hrf§ee ECH]tPrch%fdosno% ee%da
totasfrtarran state gq there re ecgnnot smoteher the st‘é i

ﬁas coq canutan hurceﬁrll oa I g (\)/anta gmo hm to a -
easet y outer abs itchin

eorge or en at east mstrtutrn are en

rran |n astrras sr peace teat h
ecrefar ntos that dés for a te on t
questron 0 tereturn 0 emonarchy nd or a genera

election this year,
Stajrn wﬁl turn hé proo] Iqarnda spotl I%ht on this election
in oraer to reveB hurc last] as( chuentrﬁgteam]tt

?A\f\/lS g eotetggr%m?e?shrgépr%rﬁgd tely: but he 06s

want to ugmentr erghta a pressure- {TOUR
e Greek _revo farrres IS mes
urcql a Roosevelt: "Wh ﬁreverl Ve a
or anizatl h use |t and there avor]r ust K/T
rea ess o ormal a}Zreements eean 0SCOW,
6he CP and |t

?ne country ar another | er manipulate
f ronts to st atle hunger dem ns& ratlons,
strrkes gernera strikes, even re %ts — any method that IS
useu rpe ns Gerin ove a
We delude ourse ves it we_ thin ‘hat in
?nar greese we can take an organization w%v
m Stalin: or that we can |n away the ember

D el bl tgdres i
re in t e worId ﬁ%

rom Stazlh

founterparts & af‘drc "eren 0 st ploce
Masses. yO Fd urtﬁer me ;ir ligs at éhe entYV J hat oa
ur metho must e ererét ece. an esew
se “T”n o rre VS ece rows can vvmdgr Iosurlsse \tres
F Q\% ngEorc t ird Cam —how canr ﬁoerae n
reece, or in anv oth er coHntrv H a S"Hf
can It even et started? This is em n]Hst work

ro
on as we draw nearer to the postwarp prewar wor
NEW YORK CITY SAMSON HORN

—Horn’s, Third C m |t|on while more  defensihle
f m asocra jst standpaint than the 7New | eader’s” crrtr-

port 0 Brrtarn seems to me nevert eesst roceed
P T bl i
Peaaershn f %ta Eflntst Ys boun {hevﬂm to evesl
S%\e/ezsaslte t% Ewant(rétto and that "we eude our-
ake an or nr

k reece or anywheree £ e an
atron like T\w i

away ‘from. Sta)in"—
IS to regar tazlrnrsm as an a owe?ful Prrncr Evr

t at 0 rtes In e%endent[tr1
at -made or anrz tron

ncrete istorica Fcrrcum-
ances eret tF trve w her 0r (00 evr
%Xec the
Sonnel
ent ﬁ revolt much broager both in personnel and aims
an t
main Purpose o articles was to expose the

o a?retrts:? e | have trred t0 S |stor|ca
Faztors wﬁrch make LM an exEressron on Par maQve-
'oo er- itterests of Stalin
g g re é {0 ornFtrrr]r?Jor pi)rnts ﬁ
i Coufitatie plke oo W
Horn shows a sectarian obtusenes e dismisses t

reece or
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expose as so much “furious detail” that is somewhat beside

the%; ri—tlorn exa geratese tge degree to Whrch the Stalrnrﬂ

| EAM. hav E es ractrcay
e anti-ro arst o uIar rces j, he ocra

J e G it el e
r Febr hat a

Tribyne f gz states t omorrs e t
Greek tra eu lon mavement and an impo ortant’ a er
as always Deen rnown as ﬁ” antl- omm nrs ochal
emocrat.” Tsirinilos,.one of the three EAM |ea erg W

%otrated the eace Wit the Governm nt, 15.also a ocraj
cr% eader Eease note. Tsrrrmokos aH
tt&ét S.aitét k’t‘ttv“ eadaténhspﬁté'vsth R
th talrnrstsy do r%?nate ) the ent cIar ed
g orn en wemgt elieve e| [ % ea ers
Ve, become secret ta mrsts or else that they ave al
ecre to commrt ortrca icide.
ass support In |tse It IS true, means no%hrn
hen tis en toamoveme t which'aims to dethrarie
teKrn ree reece fro rrtrasctute aﬂ rea the mili-

|ce ower 0 |?tm| ree 88
ses a ute a pro ram 0 econo IC and social

ubmit, ‘it does mean somethin
f coud not den nor aveil either t ha% the Stal-

§ everywhere su EAM or 'that therr su rt |s
ase on ussrasL rralr tic Interests and not

terests of the Greeks. But the mere fact thatteﬁt nrsts
suort)ortamovement seems ar y @ reason In itself for us

no oor It

he Bl r]re can .convert a civil war into an

rra ISt wa aking sides In If, then | can ?ee
? ossibility o asocra
rom now o. certain]

ISt t tng part In such stru
enou Worid m errgt)s%t en% J) WErS are noiv sﬂ%
t&rn such

ogan mtervene cor-

F 8on IctS In backwar colonial nations
Frna" 0Vtvnerae Wnsa (nse no ahle excepti he.wor
| e su port whrch Sta InIsts gave E'AN? durrn h

trn not a wor up ort or ‘encouragement, ﬁot a
to cor(tj r| |s terventron am rom Russia
Itself a ram at eeran n he rec-

nrze reece as r|t |n oﬂtr grey e Britis
es— emore C nrca te dat—are well aware
o] grggo ggrate Nichalson, one o
ory’s léa W% Ecrarsts |n B %n pg w I0s

tommo s a few weekS ago to pay tribute to Stalin in't ese
"Marshal StaI has made man Ises, lPublrc and

‘vate to his a es and ever Y one as een Kept
elieve that the TI enW gto C nsrger vrrth what
ﬁgalt}/ arshal ta n behaved to the Prime Mhnrster In
the Greek crisis. In t at crrsrs of thre wees W en there
astere one wor o sper rom

\Were reat1 an er
Moscr%n vg Ve |nc eased o thMtres') Not
nat 1s w atI ca compete ona Y. —

LITERACY BEGINS AT HOME

Here is the only place where any person with something to say (and
nows how to say it) may express himself.
— from an advertisement for "Controversy" magazine
in the Jan. 27 "Nation"

F. D. R.'S LAST CHANCE TO WIN THE PEACE
by Norman Thomas

wUdling 3 Pre"~a”a arf'cle 'n "The Progressive" for February 12.
Who said perpetual motron is a scientific |mpossrb|l|ty7
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REBUTTAL BY MAX EASTMAN

Idesrirrbed Macdonald’s olrtrgal philosophy as.a gecu
Irarh( astic contraPtro[t leced tog et er o t (of iterar
revo |sm and certa 00se_scrap Ff’ o( ar |a
metal.” In reply he says: t\{l as| manssetc
as a Marxist sectarian 1S pure an%

h\/\4 at can you say to a man whose mind works Irke

sty ‘enRSU St%o'ff%%& ior hﬁ%[:%%%; CcCoe trte eenfar%tnthatt erg

emarnst e ho e rea e senr noo
NOW. thlt the ahove jirase an
rawing from a eart dff rou s a movement en-

al IS 0wn neéad 9 {0 COﬂt |n a a m
egrran r VO u“%ﬁrnfantr%e rye F?J' S J E

eaning of the waor In In antr oft
Ejrotshygmovemen .

It qoes no%mean ‘orthodox”; it does noﬁ megn “bling
sectarran fait does not meaB mevrt}abr‘rt usiness.
meas anrng |rresponsibly - wit VO utronar
% B diSpositi rf)s — 10 Hs enhns rae -
so ered a sense of fact on the one gn rac-
h conse uences on the other, Macdonal |scovered
the revq TrIslts gust al the moment . yvhen ma%ure revolution-

}/nSOCI?mm tp%&lSlgSOII\e Wnl cance Of fascism, were

n, and tee IS.1h con-
se uen e an ele ent of tantrum |n hr Infantr g 5 ﬁptlsm

erha s t est way 10 ex am e phras [
t0 g j; rono ncem ro his own pat orm
cal| roP sitions on the War

T on%rea solutjon |s tg 1deflect the. current of history
from ascrs t soma Ism.” “The socia |st alternatjve
an e rea Jze y revolutionary . mass actron Thr%
ritish and Ameri ar\ ? %eorsre tied to a system 0
rrvate 0 ertg/ hope es? rchaic vis-a-vis the economic
emand dern watdre, .are unable to organize qh

ction suf crentl to win thehrr own Imperialis War uc
Eannrng as ave seen_has come from the wor

ass SochYe[ﬁvoLutroH In Eng?fnd or Amerrcauli/voqu

Csither S oreTact ersar?résaé‘aa ""Uhedmp?tﬁe .
cﬁ q Pdpgsrtron wrlp ru nr% c drscr (‘?ﬁted !)g/
militar orarze ItS own mis-

X nca %IX an
a es as t a erious FEeSISt nce or some
me to come S n. renc and Russian .revo utrona
e ancien re |me Wi sur ISe eve[ y with the sud-
enness and I(etenesds Its _collapse.” “There exists
to no or anre p. for such a revolutronar
oor a]vocate ut whre this \s a Serious
t ota a one.  New or anrzatrona forms must and
ﬁ (Parti an vregv P{Au ust, 1941
he< and sgﬁ ng wisdom f< ﬁ ever so far
as | now been rev ie a] hhrn s me In
asse trnﬁ % acdona inks there Hs a re utfon com-
9 thinks 1t 1S comrnp soon, That this imminent
olutron go to be “proletarian” and ‘super-demo-
crﬁrc ferred” from Proposition 10, which reads as

“To win the war agrarnst fascism, we must wor|< fgr thg
replacement of the present governments in England’ an
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the United States by workin clasi %)vernments committed
to ﬁ rog ﬁnrf Ofage ocratic Socialis

0 ernmentsS are not roletaria
democratrc crafI §fn¥ i ffat (f
course. 1s Mac ona

ation js taking plac
P[5 g pac
q stan rn the reeﬂ
At such fimes 2

INS
frwfeufvfranaaraa it
mocratrc socialism’ W Ich IS not supe

democratbc a woriun class o rnment whrch rs not Ero-

etarian ricome a ittle wors ust logn heg
too natura atransrtr nt peo es rebéllion” hnst
overnment 90e rf pu ar eectron
f é)are the mjn eft to e ommunist Part
ff mmand of this mysterr us revoto the people against
err] own. SO ererPJr Sy
acdonald’s belief IJI workmgclass Sq[%vernments
tte {0 a pro ram of democratjc socar COeXxists
d With th opinion that sefjoys ally
strtut ona e%overnfnhent as such %f Infantl
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Complete your files of p o litics
Back issues are still available:

No. I. February 1944.
Walter J. Oakes: Toward a Permanent War Economy
Dwight Macdonald: A Theory of Popular Culture
No. 2. March 1944.
Peter Meyer: The Soviet Union, a New Class Society (Part I)
Daniel Bell: The Coming Tragedy of American Labor
No. 3. April 1944.
C. Wright Mills: The Powerless People, or The Intellectual in
Society
Peter Meyer: The Soviet Union, a New Class Society (Part Two)
No. 4. May 1944.
Kurt List: The Music of Soviet Russia
George Padmore: Anglo-American Condominium
No. 5. June 1944.
Nicola Chiaromonte: Croce and Italian Liberalism
Victor Serge: The Revolution at Dead-End (1926-1928)
Isaac G. McNaft: Ml Was a Seabee”
No. 6. July 1944.

Don Calhoun: The Political Relevance of Conscientious Objection
Dwight Macdonald: How "Practical” is a Jim Crow Army?

No. 7. August 1944.
Bruno Bettelheim: Behavior in Extreme Situations (Notes on a
Year in Nazi Concentration Camps)
Wilfred H. Kerr: ' Negroism", Strange Fruit of Segregation
Robert Duncan: The Homosexual in Society
No. 8. September 1944.

Louis Clair: The France of Tomorrow (What the French Under-
ground Wants)

Dwight Macdonald: War as an Institution (l): Notes on the
Psychology of Killing

No. 9. October 1944.

John J. Brown: American Technology, Myth v. Reality
Max Weber: Class, Status, Party

No. 10. November 1944.

Dual Power" in France — Hitherto Unpublished Documents
George Orwell: The Ethics of the Detective Story

No. Il. December 1944.

Llewellyn Queener: War as an Institution (3): Inter-Enemy Ethics
Paul Goodman: Notes on Neo-Functionalism

No. 12. January, 1945.
Greece: the Full Story ()
"Gallicus": Hitler, the Liberals' "Indispensable Man"

No. 13. February, 1945.
Simone Weil: Reflections on War
Meyer Schapiro: A Note on Max Weber's Politics

No. 14. March, 1945.

Dwight Macdonald: The Responsibility of Peoples
Louis Clair: The Stalintern Over Europe

The ahove issues cost 25¢ apiece, except for No. 9,
which costs 50c.

$3 for all fourteen.

|m ||tU 33 45 Astor Place, New York 3, N. Y.

Enclosed iS $..ueriniiiiiiiiiiiiiie s Please send me back issues
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CONTRIBUTORS

Frank Marquart is Educational Director of Local 212, UAW-CIO.

. . Victor Serge, formerly the editor of the "Communist International”,
was banished Pom Russia in 1936; he now lives in Mexico City. . . .
Francy Calhoun lives in Seattle, Wash.; she is the wife of Don Calhoun,
whose "The Political Relevance of Conscientious Objection" appeared
in our July 1944, issue. . . . Dachine Rainer lives in New York City; she
writes poetry and political criticism.

Corrections:

There was a treacherous misprint in last month's "Comment" para-
graph on the American Historical Association election: Carlton J. H.
Hayes was described as "an ardent admirer of France"; the last word
should have been "Franco", of course.

The Editor apologizes for inserting the name of H. H. Gerth and
C. Wright Mills in the wrong order into Meyer Schapiro's piece on
Weber in the February issue. The correct order is as it is here
written.

COMING IN EARLY ISSUES:
P, 8ePr0ud7 Q[ecT“JBenSR%\r]r%Lutron in tﬁe 19th

ntury an Introductory
Essay)
Spotli ht on the. Michi an Commonweal
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Frank Marquart, and othefs)

Dwight Macdonald:. The Root Is Man (To-
g J a new poﬂtrcal approach) (

Paul Goodman: _The Polrtrcal Meaning of
some Recent Revisions of Freud
3ralrty

Ignazio Srlo e:. For a New Socialist
(an artrce just received from Italy

Jean l\/lalaquars Louis Aragon, or the Profes-
sional Patriot

Lionel Abel:
Advocate

Virgil /. Vogel: A Note on Soviet Education

NancY Macdonald: Are Hosprtals Made for
Patients, or Vice Versa?

James Burnham as Stalin’s
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