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papera one week ago last Frlday. I 
sent the same to tbe Appeal of Rea-
son. yRespectfully yours íor the Rev­
olutlon, the Uberatlon of our en-
slaved comrades the world over, 

J. W. WELLS. 

Editor and I'roprletor, 
Plguoroa. 

Anselmo L. 

Entry un second-claaa matter pending. 
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More Skillfully Ap­
plied Influence. 
By John Keiincth Turucr. 

lloro'a another caso ot skllíully ap-
plled Influence upon American jour-
nallam exorted by the Mexlcan gov­
ernment. 

About the firat of thls yoar Dou-
bleday, Pago & Co., ono of our larg-
ent and moat "roputablo" publlahera, 
put out a book entltled "Yucatán, the'| 
American Egypt," written by Arnold 
and Tros t . Engllahmen. The book 
wiw a luí-ge one, and waa moatly 
about th" anclent Maya ruina, but lt 
contiilncil u «core or so of pages ex-
po.slng tho henequén slavery of Yu 
catan. 

In the ordlnary course of publlsh 
Ing and clrculatlng books, this expen 
HIVO work Hhould have been for salo 
for from three to flvo years after lts 
lamió. It dlaappeared from the mar-
ket lu.tldo of Uve months! 

Ilere líi á letter whlch I have Juat 
recelved, lt havlng been forwarded to 
mo by tho addreaaeo: 

May 18, 10'0 . 
Mr. J. A. Cunnlngham, Jr., 
í*. O. Hox I3tí, 

'"" Halt Lake City, Utah. 
Dear Slr: ítlnce wrltlng you on 

tho 21st of Aprll, "Yucatán, the Am­
erican Kiíypt" has gono out of prlnt 
and abuolutely no copies are avall-
able. For thls rea.Hon lt wlll not be 
posHlblo for ua to flll your valued or-
der of the Ilrst lnstant. 

Thls leaves o balanco to your crcdlt 
oC,$4.21. and wo should be glad to 
receive your Instructlon regardlng lts 
dlspoaal. I'erhaps you may wlsh to 
soled «amo other book from our cata­
logue, a copy of whlch Is golng for-
ward to you undor other cover. 

. Very truly youra, 
DOUBLEDAY. PAOE & CO. 

Malí Order Dept. 
Who bought up tliat book? Who 

hought up the publlsher? If the book 
had b«on bought by the general pub­
lie: and tho publlaher had not been 
bought. tho publlsher would have 
promptly thanked hla luck and put 
out a second edltlon. 

Mr. Cunnlngham replled from Méx­
ico to Doubleday, Pago & Co., the 
reputable, In part, as follows: 

"After walting ao long to hear 
from you I began to tftlnk there mlght 
havo been aomethlng that happened, 
and now aa you Inform me that 
"somothlng" dld hnppen, but as I do 
not know what lt Is, ln thls part of 
tho world wo generally thlnk lt was 
what Is now commonly known as 
"akllfully applled Influence upon Jour-
nallsm." or, ln other worú , the Mex­
lcan government has bought up all 
copies and arranged wlth tho publlsb-
ora to suspond further publlcatlon." 

Thls, as readers who have followed 
my artlcles ln tho Appeal to Reason 
wlll remember, Is a dupllcatlon of tbe 
story of tho suppresslon of De Zayas' 
book. "Porfirio Díaz," whlch was put 
out by tho Apnleton Company ln 1908. 

"Skllfully appllea Influence" 
•topped tho publlcatlon of "Barbar-
oiis México" ln the American Maga-
ilne. Influence—a tremondous roar 
ralsed by tho decont people who have 
been followlng thls Mexlcan story— 
has compelled Tho American, to save 
lts Ufe, to announco that lt ls golug 
back to continuo lts Mexlcan expos-
ures. 

"We aro gatherlng moro faets," ex-
plaln the edltors. 

What faets? 
Tho most Important facta about 

México are, flrst,,tho story of the 
partnershlp of American capital ln the 
Díaz system of slavery and política! 
opprcsHlon: and, second, the story of 
tho persecutlon of Mexlcan polltlcal 
refugees ln tho United States. Flf-
tren months ago tho American Muga-
zlno wns in possesslon of tho faets ln 
both of Mioso matter». Why dld lt 
not publlsh them then? Wlll lt pub 
lish them now? Wlll lt? If lt does, 
lt wlll bo only because tho campalgn 
waged by tho frlends of Mexlcan 
frecdom havo compelled lt to do so. 

519% East FourthSt. , 
Los Angeles, Sept. 9 ,1910 . 

Mr. J. W. Wells, 
299 Seymour St., San José, Cal. 

Dear Comrade: Your letter of the 
24th of August recelved wlth delay. 
As to your:inqulry wlth regard to the 
National Unlversity of México, to 
whlch Professor Benjamín Ide Wheel-
er Is to become godfather, we can tell 
you that the honor would be equal to 
a cali to a similar position at the 
Imperial Unlversity of St. Peters-
burg, Russla. 

Educationaíly the instltution wlll 
certainly he of the highest standard 
ln the dlfferent departments of scl-
ence, if we draw the line at elvics and 
polltlcal economy. But ln all other 
matters it wlll be an improvement oin 
Russla, belng up-to-date and seten-
tific in its methods of mental en-
slavement and not of belated medie-
vallam. 

As in all other educational Instltu-
tlons ln states as well as ln the Fed­
eral District of México, the studnt wlll 
be boünd by iron rules and regúla-
tlons Hke those already ln operation. 
The student is strlctly forbldden to 
take part in política in any shape or 
form whatever, under severe punlsh-
ment, even wholesale expulsión. He 
must nelther form ñor joln political 
clubs. He must not wrlte for any 
papera of the opposition. 

Let U3 have a few examples of past 
and recent happening: 

In 1902 some 125 students were 
Imprlsoned and later expelled in Méx­
ico City for' ,the crime of protesting 
agalnst a re-electlon of Porfirio Díaz. 

In 1903 in Monterey, the capital ot 
the state of Nuevo León, the cltlzens 

dared tú organizo a peaceful unarmed 
parade agalnst the re-electlon of Ber­
nardo Reyes, as governor of the state. 
Soldiers massacred thé .paradera en 
masse. Students of ,the college of law 
and of the colegio civil were arrested 
whoesale charged • with having ar­
ranged that parade. Some were kept 
in prison f or^over a year, and all stu­
dents were expelled. 

In 1906 in Saltillo, state «of Coa-
hulla, all the students . of the state 
scbóóls were} expelled for expressing 
their opinión that they were opposed 
to a re-election of Governor Miguel 
Cárdenas. j; 

In the same year in the state insti-
tutions in Oaxaca, capital of the state 
of the same ñame, all students were 
expelled for the crime of being op­
posed to a re-electlon of- Governor 
Emilio Pimeritel. 

Durlng the récent presidential cam­
palgn there were several students ex­
pelled in Guánajuato, and wholesale 
expulslons took place in Guadalajara 
and in Puebla, in the latter city the 
pólice breaking up a peaceful parade 
of students and cltizens wlth unheard 
of brutality, a good many of the un­
armed students being killed outright, 
and all t h i s . because they were in 
favor of the icandidacy of Francisco 
Madero, the rival candidato whom 
Diaz had imprlsoned at the last hourj 
in orden to re-elect himself "unani-l 
mously." 

It wlll be similar1 happenings that 
wlll be godfathered, or rather step-
fathered, by Professor Benjamín Ide 
Wheeler, lf the people of California 
will stand for the acceptance of such 
doutítf ul honors on the part of one of 
tbe foremost éducators of this state. 

Hoping that this Information will 
be satisfactory, we remaln, 

Yoursfor the cause of freedom, 
A. I. VILLARREAL. 
R. FLORES MAGON. 
LIBRADO RIVERA. 

1810-1910 
México a hundred years ago can of such fullness and at-one-ness 

Tainted Honors. 
299 Seymour St., San José, Cal. 

Aug. 24, 1910 
Comrades Magón. Vlllareal and 

Rivera: 
I wrlto to aak for Information as 

to tho purposea and acope of tho new 
natlonal unlversity of Moxlco, to be 
dedlcnted next, month, and on whlch 
occaaton Prcslucnt Whocler ot the 
Unlvorslty of California Is to take 
part and accept tho godtathership of 
tho Instltution ln the ñamo of and 
for tho stato of California. 

I am plannlng to havo our Social-
Ist local pass reaolutlons agalnst bis 
doing io, and remlndlng hlm of the 
condltlons that prevalí there, and the 
manner ln whlch they censor publlc 
men, the proas and tne eaucators. 

Pienso send me somcthlng compre­
hensivo and brief to be used ln the 
reaolutlons that we wlll draft. 

Do so at once, as our time is short 
and wo want all the locáis of the 
state to jotn* us by similar actlon. 

Pleaso seo the comrades ln Los An­
geles. I «aw tho invitatlon ln the 

be defined brlefly as follows: Human 
soclety dlvided ln two classes, the 
prlvileged class and the worklng 
class, the former generally living in 
the cltles, the other day for day ln 
the flelds tllling the land in unepdlng 
toll. 

The prlvileged class composed of 
the clergy owning vast territorles of 
the richest tlllable land, of tbe landed 
owners of vassal arlstocracy, of the 
employees of the vlce-regal govern-
ment, and of the army offleers of the 
same. The clergy formed ot thou-
sands of monks and nuns, who wlth 
the secular clergy lived in plenty, 
ease and luxury wlth no harder toll 
than neceasary to satlsfy their needs 
and well-fed' animal passions and to 
extract from the tlllers of the solí the 
product of hls labor by a system of 
tlthes, flrstfrult glfts, and land rent. 
The vassal arlstocrats lived in the 
same way off the product of the toiler 
ln the flelds. And the men of the 
government and of the army rolled 
also In Idle luxury and threw them-
selves with insatiable yoraclty upon 
the product of the tlllers of the land 
Hke a horde of wild beasts or like aj 
plague of social locusts. And the 
worklng man bent over the fleld, to 
whlch he gave all hls Ufe, grlpped 
wlth one hand the plow, presalng 
with the other the wounds lnflicted 
upon hls worn body by the lash of 
slavery, whlle hls llps got just enough 
of miserable food to give hlm 
enough strength to serve hls sen-
tence of llfelong exploltatlon. A prlv­
ileged class of idle drones and an 
everlastlngly tolllng class of peasants. 

The prlvileged class upheld by the 
government of Spaln. The class of 
the peasants submerged in eternal 
slavery, tllling the land to maintain 
in Idlenes3 and luxury the blshops 
and monks, the nuns, prlests and aris­
tócrata, the employees of the govern­
ment and the soldlery. That was the 
sltuatlon of México a hundred years 
ago. 

Between these two classes a thlrd 
element led a :ráchitic and presump-
tuous existence, a material containing 
all from the llckspittle of a lackey 
to the pillar of selence and wisdom, 
harborlng ln a hodge podge mixture 
of lncongrultles the germs of hlgh 
vlrtues, as well as the counterfelts 
known as adulatlon coupled with im 
poteney, hefe carrled by the Ímpetus 
of heroism, there ln slimy crawling 
pettlshness of vlle treason. This so-
called mlddle-class, Hke a pendulum 
swlnglng from the state of power and 
luxury of the prlvileged class to the 
condition of mlsery and slavery of the 
worklng class. 

Dr. Verdad, Miguel Hidalgo, More-
loa, Rayón, Bravo, Aldama, Jiménez, 
Chico and all tbe other leaders o? the 
revolutlon of 1810 were fully aware 
of the crlmes agalnst mankind com-
rnltted in México by the prlvileged 
class agalnst, the worklng class. 
The consclousñess of that monstrous 
crime Insplred them with the idea of 
tho redemptlón of the common peo­
ple, and at the samo time the thought 
of a necessary rebellion of the masses 
agalnst the prlvileged class carne 
forth as a leaven wlth the object to 
unseat and to annlhllate the prlvi­
leged class. The people of 1810 were 
fully consclous of their condition of 
class slavery. Every drop of sweat 
pearllng on the forehead of the pro-
Ietarian called forth a protest, every 
humillation whlpped into line an im 
pulse for revolt, and every chastise-
ment was recelved wlth a curse. 
The people cf 1810 felt in its vitáis 
the fervor of revolt on seelng their 
crops, theirs through the labor of 
body and soul, torn from the hands 
whlch sowed and reaped to enrich 
the idle masters, monk and bour-
geois, pillar of government and mer-
cenary petty chief of the soldiery. 
And that spark of consclousñess of 
a spoilation, accumulatlng fresh in-
dlgnitles day by day, had matured the 
common people for the revolutlon of 
1810. 

Miguel Hidalgo and MB compan-
ions of strife were of the common 
people. They vibrated with the vi-
brations of the awakening immense 
masses. They lived the almost super-
human and aust,erely viril Ufe of the 
ever fruitful, ever sufterlng collec-
tivity, capable of great sacrifico as 
well as of great passions, and in their 
velns pulsated the best Ufe blood of 
the heart of án entire people, and out 

with a people's heart deslres grow 
the supreme, exuberant and heroic 
Ufe, and those inspirations of human 
liberty Hke invigorating delicious 
slumber grown out of paln. 

On the nlght of September 15th, 
the conspirators carné to a decisión 
and at dawn of the 16th the agree-
ment was turned into actlon. 

At.3 o'clock of the mornlng Miguel 
Hidalgo read the mass in the church 
oí Dolores, the mass of thé dislnher-
ited who were about at sunrlse to be-
gln on their áatty task of slavery; 
and to that mass carne the tlllers of 
the land who lacked the wherewith 
to become free, the nchness of the 
solí whlch «brlngs liberty and which 
they had to fight for in a struggle of 
arduous conquest. When some twen-
ty men had gathered, Hidalgo said to 
them, "Brethren, we have proclaimed 
the independence of México! "Down 
with bad government! We must flght 
for freedom!" ; More was not needed. 
The people were ripe for the rebel­
lion. After these few words they 
started to act, and these men of the 
common people went from the church 
ot the prison, where other men of the 
people, brothers ln exploltatlon, suf-
fered confinement, chastised by the 
prlvileged class: They broke open 
the prison doors and gave freedom 
to the prisoners. That was a logical 
act. The first step of the revolutlon 
was to glve freedom to those in 
bondage. Revolution is Uberatlon, 
is freedom. The pólice and the pris­
on guards, agents of the despotism, 
were disarmed. And that action 
was equally logical: if the people 
want to be free, they must need dis-
arm the executloners of the prlvi­
leged class and the despotism, sol­
diers and pólice, and purify their wea-
pons by a struggle for a good cause. 
From there the mere handfnl of In-
surgent went straight to the prlvi­
leged class, the exploiters, thé leech-
es sucking the Ufe blood .of the peo­
ple. First, Uberatlon of the victims 
then, chastisement for the victimizers 
of the people. The leeches were im­
prlsoned, and their rlches that had 
been torn from the hands of the lib-
erators who hád produced them from 
their toll upon. the land, were con-
fiscated and placed in the service of 
the cause of freedom ln purchaslng 
arms and provisions for the insur-
gents. 

In all our hlstory there has'ñever 
taken place a struggle of clearer con-
scionsness of purpose ñor of more 
plainly defined aspirations of a peo­
ple than manifested in the struggle 
of 1810. It was in reallty not so 
much the awakening of a mass as it 
was the constituting of an action cor-
responding to an idea dlstinctly and 
intensely preconceived •'in the souls 
of those people. Ten years qt bat-
tling, in which the souls of those men 
were illumined by the greatest ideáis 
on earth, in which the hearts palpi-
tated with the most heroic senti-
ments that inflamed the stormlest 
passions, annihilating men and mak-
ing gods of men. That period was 
an epoch of the supreme glor'y, of su­
preme greafness, of supreme trans-
flguration, of supreme manhood, in 
which the revolutionists of 1810 Uved 
and diéd. It almost seemed as if a 
new humanity, strongly sublimé, was 
populatlng our Mexlcan fatherland. 

1910 
A hundred years have come and 

pasáed. The epic of apocalyptic 
splendor'of g loryhas long slnce been 
supplanted by a tragi-comical farce in 
which cyniclsm is hidlng under 
crlmes of darknéss, the saine crlmes 
that were committed a hundred years 
ago. Hidalgo was the leader of the 
revolution of a people. Díaz Is the 
unclean miscarriage of a léperous and 
pestilential patriotlsm, covefed with 
rags and glittering trimmings, with 
crosaes and medáls, apparently the 
prey.of the greed of a bird oí prey. 
Dressed in a clownish uniform, every 
inch of hlm breathes all the stüpid in-
iquity and all the false haughtinessj 
through which hé has turned crime 
into a religión, and open assasslna-
tion into a pedestal for his miserable 
personality. Were Díaz not possessed 
with the ferocity of a hyena, hé wonld 
be a laughlng-stock. Should we for-
get or one momjrat the tears, the 
blood, the immolation ót human Uves 
upon which he rests, hls so Igravely 
comical, .narrow 'personality,* draped 

in an impossibly adorned uniform, 
with its stupid oíd monkeyish serl-
ousness, could but cali forth a peal 
of merrlment; and that personality 
has been substltutea ror that of the 
leader of the people a century ago, 
for the centenary celebratlon is ar­
ranged forHlM; Thé prlvileged class 
of today living In' idleness 'and luxury,: 
enjoylng the millions produced by the 
toilers; immense ricnes mány thou-
sand foíd.largérjthan those of a cenf 
tury ago, has made of Diaz a hero, 
thpugh hé ls But,their executioner, 
thé hangmán evef" ready to» have his 
people múrdered whenevér the peo­
ple daré to raise their ,headsin revolt 
in insurrectlon agalnst the prlvileged 
idle class óf today. Diaz makeis fran-
tic efforts In the face of thé people to 
assume a. heroic átiltude, but he is 
no more, no less than a lackey of the 
prlvileged class; '. It is their uniform 
he; wears. Bul! bis crimes place him 
even far lówer.'' He has ceaser to be 
human and seems transforméd into 
a gigantic hpund imbued1 with the 
insatiable passion to ki.ll pf¡ a. beast of 
the lower ordqr. Ana wpén he slays, 
when the blood of mén,¡ oí women; 
and of littlechlldren reddens the soil, 
the prlvileged'class asserts with in-
creased firmness their power of ex-
ploitation, and jpiaz receives another 
brlght pláythlng to be pinned to his 
funny uniform. Hls figure is that of 
a cheap, funny actor, but his soul pos-
sesses the•• idiosyncracies \i of "a bar­
barían that- existed thousands óf 
years ago when man was yet solely 
agitated by the instmet of the beast. 
The prlvileged class ls in power. And 
how about the people? 

For long years the people have suf-
fered under the despotism of the 
beast. Long years of fruitful toil 
that has transforméd little things 
into blg things, deserps into oases, 
darkness into wisdom, ignorance into 
Hght. The r^hes are orought forth 
in a mighty stream swelled by the 
waves of thé inexhaustible fecundlty 
of the labor bf a peopie. Glgantic 
machinery places- its rythmic rattle 
obedient to the service of the braln 
and the brawü of the toileiv No more 
have we to deal so much- with the 
tlllers of the flelds of a hundred years 
ago. Todáy we see eiecfricity and 
steam pulsating1 within the 'giant íor-
ganisms of stéel obedient to the intei? 
lectual potentiality of modern collec-
ti7Ítles, and that new rlsing 'manhood 
is ripenirig fully to engage in combat 
in a vlrile, intelllgént, mighty conflict 
with the prlvileged class of today. 
The rumbling of distant tbunder and 
lightning of justlce of theapproach-
ing storm crash and flash across our 
heavens and. purify the' atmosphere 
of our ifatherland. ..", The people Hft 
their heads from the daily toil with 
the sparks of indignation in the eyes 
ready to make án end to the heinous 
submissiveness . of so many years. 
The masses. make ready tb.deal out 
justlce and free themselves, and the 
germ of a chasp^ing rivendication 
arises in the mind of thé tbilers, ever 
more threatening, ever moJ!'ei divine. 
The divine eplc of a century' ago is 
being revived tq llght our land for-
ever. A cowardly fear séizes the prl­
vileged class; the crime,!1 its ally, is 
wrought with terror, and Díaz, the 
"Oíd Beast," as hia people cali" him, 
the lncarnation, of crime, weákly wig-

gles with the (sad efforts of a poor, 
senile comedian trying to play his as-
signed role of a hangman and almost 
futlle in his miserable showing of a 
flctltious flercenesa trying to inspire 
the terror of a past; wnilst at the side 
of hls cold hearth frenzied, cowerlng 
fear and remorse form a chorus of 
volees never to be stifled that will fol-
low unrelentingly a s a n eternal hor-
rld nightmare his faítering, steps to 
the grave. And the |cr^spisjng con-
tempt of a people and the inexorable 
spirit of right and jústice alpeady be-
gins.to wrlte his iiame uponlthe dark 
pages of the crimlnality of man. 

The despot of Persfa converted into 
an effeminate objeet of charitable 
guardianship. Abdnl Hamid óf Tur-
kéy locked up like an oíd hyena with-
out teeth. Nicolás of Russiá men-
tally unbalancéd by á continuous 
state of terror..' All are golngj down 
undér the chastisement, of an upright 
people. And tho^i, Diaz, thé murderer 
of thy race,, (are álready. almost 
drowning in the tears and the blood 
of thy victims. . The men despise 
thee, the woinen hate thee, and the 
children curse thee. , Liye a little 
longer that thou ma'yést suffer and 
that the peopleí mlght chastise "thee 
whilst thou.art air?re. Llve. J ¿ Live 
a little longer. . U . . . ' ¡' 

LÁZARO GUTIÉRREZ DE LARA. 

Reminisceñdes of , My 
Prison I Life 

Neither at* Yuma ñor at Florence 
did they emplóy the strightjácket or 
those other forms of physical torture 
—flogglng, the water cure, the "hum-
ming bird," etc.—whlch have brought 
such wéll-déserved condemnatibn on 
the management of many American 
penitentiaries and reformatories. The 
universár pünisnment was solitary 
confinement, on bread and water,.in 
the underground dungeon. In. both 
prisons this underferdund dungeon 
was a*bsolutély dark;| at Yuma the 
fioor was ordlnary earth, whlle at 
Florence the céll was vá hole in the 
ground wherein a steel cage had been 
Inserted for thé óccn^añcy of the vic-
tim. The solé furniláire was a slop-
bucket, that had been used fOr years 
and was fllthy beyond expressloñ, and 
a paU of water. The water was nsu-
ally such as. only a man, desperate 
with thirst would; drink and has been 
known'to cóntain dead rats, crickets ._ ^___ 
andother objebtiónable matter, Eight.'f tous prácticesTwith7 whic i ' the prison's 
twelve and flfteen days- detention in 
these awful holes was an ordlnary 
sentence, often lrdposed for a trlfling 
infraction of one of the innumerable 
rules spoken of in .my last ' áftlcléi 
Occacionally thev'term would be ex­
tended to twenty days1 or éyen a 
month. The mental as well '¡as the 
physical sufféring 5 involved cañnót, be 
expressed in words, and the appéar-
ance of those who haa just emerged 
from the ordeal was pitiful beyond 
descriptlon. ;'I am satlsfied that thé 
health of many'a,man was ruined for 
íife.^ .- - -. ' " r . ..-:.;;':• • :v -\' -i 

Librado Rivera,' was'-gíven threa 
di.ys ln one of these dungeóns íor re-

questing that his ^oceupation be 
cnanged. His health~had been any-
thing but good and hé had reason for 
thinking that he was ¡threatened with 
tuberculosis; so, when set to work 
stufflng mattresses wlth moss which 
was thought to be '< Infected with 
ge^ms, he enteréd á protest. He has 
a wlfe and family défiendent on him. 
• Jt happened before|my time and íl 

caií spéak óf it, théref ore, only ¡from 
hearsay; but an attempted jail bréak 
that took place Bomé-'years ',ago • ln 
Yúma shows the lengths to which this 
punishment: of solitary confinement 
can be pushed. The- cireumstances 
wére -fresh 'in the meinory "of mány 
mén with whom I talked. I myself 
fréquently saw three fof the pártici-
pañts who are stili; conflned at 
Florence, and I havé no doubt what­
ever that the áccounts'j'given-me iwere 
súbstantially .correct. I : - - -

•I Twenty-flve mén toók part in this 
attémpt, and it is said they iwere 
driven to it by thé atrocious food súp-
pliéd. None succeédéd in getting 
away, several wére shot down '••• ánd 
klljed, and the remainder were kept 
in ; the dark dungeóns twerity-aeven 
days, on bread' and water. Thencé 
they were removed to; the "ctírónic" 
yard, mentloned in my last letter, 
where they were placed In cells in the 
floórs o f whlch large stones had been 
inserted. fo each of these stones two 
prisoners v^ere • chainejd, and there 
they were, conflned i anpther six 
months, still on bread and water. Sub-
seqüently they were removed tolspe-
ciálly constructed stéel cages¿ in 
whlch they were to serve another five 
yéars. Most of thém 'are now dead, 
and it should be mentloned that in 
their attempt to breakl from prison 
they seized the superintendent and as-
sistant superintendent,; had them for 
a time entirely at théir merey, could 
have killed them and refrained from 
dolng so. :'•';. 

Several mén súcceeded ln escaping 
from Florence while I was there; one 
in January lást. On the other hand 
two made a failure of it shortly be-
fore my reléase. They'iwere worklng 
In the engine room and endeavored 
to climb over the wall with the aid 
of a piece of piping which they had 
bent into a hook. One of them:was 
sent to the solitary dungeon for a 
month; the other, after)a l e w days of 
similar imprisonment, was placed in 
one of the cells set apart for those 
condemned to death.:•< 

I partlcularly remember the case of 
a Hungarian, a mere boy, who ; de-
claréd himseíf a tsocialist. He was 
employed in the tinsmith's shop and 
was an excellent mechaníc. Being 
very hungry he asked the prison 
baker—this was at Florence—for a 
piece of bread, which was given him. 
The offense was reported by one of 
the stool-pigeons and the baker was 
thrown into the dungeon. The Hun­
garian carne forward and ánnounced 
that he was the oné to; be blamed, 
wereupon he was sent tó the dungeon 
for, five days. It was uñderstood that 
he would have been given a much 
longer sentence but for; the fact that 
his work was greatíy needed. 

At Yuma wé saw nothing of. the 
superintendente as he was at Florence, 
to which they were thentransferring 
prisoners as fast as posslble. When 
we ourselves were moVed there we 
carne but little into cóñtact with him, 
íor he was oceupied chiéfly with office 
.work. The actual management oí 
prisoners, first at Yumaj and subse-
quently at Florence, was in the hands 
of thé assistant superintendent, a hard 
man,'who had been in ¡ónice mány 
years and no doubt had become indif-
ferent to human sufferihg. The cap-
tain of the yard ana the inslde guards 
were men of an inferior type, and 
nóne of the prisoners, wlth the excép-
tion of the favored stool-pigepns, had 
a good word to say for them. As 
stated before there were-; no floggihg, 
but blows of the fist.and.^rough usage 
of a similar character were not infre-
quent. 

To men situated as we were, shut 
up thirteén hours out óf. every twén-
ty-four In our noxious cells, recrea-
tion of some klnd is.an-absplute ne-
cessity if Ufe Is to be preserved. There 
were no games of any kihd at Yuma, 
but in such brief moménts of idle­
ness as we enjoyed when not in our 
cells we could walk the narrow space 
between the prison wau'and central 
bulldings. At one spot á tiny gardén 
had been lald out; a :thing poor 
enough in itself but a welcome rest 
for the eyes. There was a*small li-
brary, but it contents consisted óf 
very oíd books, largely of a religious 
cnaracter, and out-of-daté papers and 
magazines. At Florence there was no 
library, but wé had a small reading 
room. There also such périodical lit-
erature as was furnished was all óf 
ancient date. In neither í prison wat> 
there any school, and ¿ot the slight-
est attempt was made' tó teach the 
prisoners anything that:would be usé-
ful to them after their reléase. Once 
a week a Protestant and,?: a Román 
Catholic service was héld in the 
chapel. We had none oflthose vlsits 
froin representativos of religious so-
cieties which, fot good or^for evil, are 
so common in many penitentiaries. 

I ñáve said nothing respecting the 
female prisoners, becaúsé I know 
practically nothing. Tere were only 
three in Yuma while I was there, and 
they oceupied sepárate quarters, ás 
stated previously, in oné comer óf 
the yard. í 

Florence has been mentloned lnci 
dentally from time to time; In this let­
ter-, and Ijhad expected to?reach with 
thls issueja consideratlon pf the con­
dltlons existing there. The spáce at 
my: disposal, -however, is already ex-
hausted and I postpone the matter to 
next week. I shall have much to sáy 
then óf the "bull pen," in|whích sev-, 
enty-five of us weróconfined;. of thp 
prevalilng types of prisoners and the 
causes; of their troubles;"; oí Iniqnl-

erty adjudged to him by the jefe po­
lítico Aldan Franco, but refused by 
the local petty authorities of Aldama. 
He appealed to the courts which de-
cided hr-his favor. But again the 
local authorities ignored his claim and 
a policeman caUed \ out: .""Yoúíll seé 
what will háppen.!';; Fiftéei-minutes, 
later the saine póíicemán wítóiout al 
further word pulled'hls g u n á ñ d firéd 
two shots- lódgihg in the thorax ÓÉ the 
unfortunate victim,: and the; jefe :po--
Utico, when appealed to, yelled, "Get 
out! a n d g o t o ; the courts." With a l l 
the pain and 'cóyeréd , with blood, 
prrantiá mañágéd tó get on his hórse 
ánd to reach the hpme of the judge; 
to place his compláint. Büt, that =óf-
ficial merely said that he)| was very 
busy and he should come back later, 
Some friends brought the unfortunate 
man to his home. Hls. would-be. ás-
sassin walks the streets free. Report 
of August 21, 1910; 

• • - . . , ' - * s . • . . * 

Colima—Thé íawyer don Serapíc-
Rendon has arriVed in the state cap­
ital to take charge of the defense=of 
Darió Pizano, the notorio us official ás-
sassin of Tepamés.who appealed his! 
case. . Gpyernor La Madrid, éharge'd' 
by-publie opinión arid by the defeñd-
ánt Jo be the real instigátor, to the 
disgust of the decent people. of thé 
state, was . sensatiohaliy acquitted by 
Judge Miguel Mendoza, who'. refused 
tó prósecute his master. After a stay 
in México City Governor La Madrid)-
still guilty In the eyes of the people, 
returned to his capital expec t ing to 
find the atmosphere cleared. A blg 
cr owd hád gathered \ to * give him cat 
calis. His political opponeñt, the pop­
ular candidate, J. Trinidad AlamillQ, 
was cheered. A follower of La Ma­
drid yelled: "He should die!" Weap-
ons weré drawh and in the fray one 
person got killed and several injured. 
So state the report of the government 
papers. '; ; 

. ' : * ; * . * : . : ' 
Durango—"La Evolución," of Du-

rrngo, nqt a revolutlonary paper by a 
long shot, has the news that tne legis-
lature of the State of CoahuiJÁ is ,go-
ing to proceed by law agalnst Miguel 
Cárdenas, the governor unseated by 
Diaz, to give accounting for $5:8, 
859,60, monéy nót vouched for and 
used in subsidiziñg the- _press and 
overpaying püblicofficials. Tire paper 
comments ori it quite carefully: 
Should for similar- expenditures allí 
publie pfllcials be: prosecuted, there 
would hardly be in this world (they 
mean México, of.course, but daré not 
say so) ministers,:góver.nors and hlgh. 
officials who could escape going po 
prison." We heartily agree with thátj 
sentiment, and always in the past per- j 
sisted emphaticajlly in producing evi 

(.dence, and thafcis wny the powers 
that be love us-só much for. ,'• 

Jalisco—In íGnadahijara LuisR. Al 
varez, editor of :"E1 Combate," has 
beeñ sentencéd l tó imprisonment for 
six months for háviñg insulted with 
his pen Governor Ahumada. In 
México i t i s lesejmejeste to bark at 
the moon. The jpeople are entirely 
ignored in the . dispositions cpming 
from the scientific central govern­
ment. The chief of the military zone, 
General Clements Villasenor, will rulé 
Jalisco until the éhd oí the constituí 
tiohal term of theprésfent incumbent 
Ahumada. Men of army training aré 
always good to beplayed out against 
the will o f t h e people. Mr. Ahumada 
will do the-same in Michoacan to end 
there the term of Aristeo Mercado, thé 
man who. did no step to legally 
avenge the official assassination of 
Ignacio Chavey Guizar and son, pf 
which Turner told in; our last Issue, 
and who therefore to: protect .him is 
reported to beofiincompetent oíd age". 
Thus the legally responslble, yet prac­
tically immune, higher-ups aré cíev-

ernment papers arrlve always many 
days ahead of the iueependent-^ress. 
The fault is said to be with the postal 
authorities óf Hermo'sillo who favor 
in:the service of distribution the 
semi^official press thpugh the.subscrlp-
tions tó the press of the 'opposition 
are pa idas well, and by the subscrib-
ers to that. , > : 

Veracrnz—On August 21 were at 
last íeleased the workingmen Vicente— -
Murillp, Ricardo Castro, Vincente G / : 

l'Vanegas and Miguel Ayon who haa 
been designated as the prómoters/of 
the strike of "Santa Rosa" because 
they. had acceptéd to represent théir 
comrades before the exploitlng t ex- ' 
tile firm. Aftér being severely lec-
tured, and, led through the streets in 
chains like highwaymen they are now 
out of work forced to emigraté. The 
same fate awaits.the workers Manuel 
.Garjon, Fernando Pereda-, and A u - . 
-relio Gónzales who éscaped the hands 
of thé authorities. 

• » * 
Yucatán—With the arrival in He­

rida of 'General Ignacio A. Bravo, 
chief'of the Tenth . military zone, 
coming from the territóry of Quin-
tano Roo, accompanied by the field 
surgeon José Canséco a n d h i s Üeu-
tenants Anastasio Sánchez and Man­
uel .Suarez there are persistent ru-
mors that he is to be governor ad 
intérim ío repíace the incumbent Mr. 
Muñoz Aristegui, wno will ask fpr 
permfssion to be relieved and to leave 
the state. But others state that tl^e 
frequent conferences with the gover­
nor déaí only with deciding oíi steps 
how to dispdse of the 250 individuáis 
imprisoñed in Valladolid, mostly ña-
tives, as sequel pf ihe uprislng in that 
city of the Mayas.! It seems that 
General Lojero took along to México 
City the acts of these cases so that no 
one knows. what to 'do with them un­
fortunate people.. Amongst thé pris­
oners is Mr. Pedro-Aguilar and i l r . 
Jóse Fernando Pérez, assistant-4udge 
óf Tixhuadatan, and also the landed 
owner Maximiliano Villanueva, who is . 
charged of being impllca'ted because 
of his anti-Diaz ánd ' Pro-Madero 
views. 

• » * » ' 

Federal District — México—,An 
agreement has been made a'ccording 
to which Diaz will receive the foreign „ 

¡newspaper men participating in the | 
ienteMiial celebratlon only__in excep-
tional cases, and the legácies of their 
respective countries will have to make 
such demand and hand in w i t h i t the 
Hst of questions on the subjeets they 
want to interrógate about, so that 
the answers can be regulated and the 
audiences shortened. í t . ls not always 
pleasant to be questionea and the use 
oí Russian methods Is often advisable, 
-so that one needs not answer .: 

: Federal _ District—The anti-Diaz 
and pro-Reyes satirical paper Tlin-Lin 
six months ago suppressed, gets out 
an edition of 5000. With Reyes 
in Europe they can do no harm and 

íiacldentally it furnishes a welcome Po-. 
tfimkin-village-sample of the ':free­
dom of press" in México. To coun-
teract any derogatory effects: Mr. 
Reyes Espindola of the "Imparciál" 
and its newly published offshoot "El 
Heraldo," has made anothertriptpthe 
United States to acquire for the/Diaz 
press the Tnonopóly of foreign/news 
service. The Heraldo will receive a 
;high subsldy to hem in, as far as pos-
sible, the growth of the independen* 
press so much favored by the people 
and oí such tremendous vitality in 
spite of all persecutions. "El Con­
stitucional" of México says: "México 
of today could be likened to a slave 
longing for liberty, forced to cry óut 
that he is free, and cries it out, with 
bloody tears in his eyes*." No wonder 

[só much is being spenc on illumina-

exploiters of the natíon sball not see. 
th'e tears and the blood shed for the 
béneflt for their entertainment and 
Dfaz's • malntainment ln power,, no, 
only mülions of blood red rubies 
sparklirig in fictitious splendor. 

* * • 
Par Dnmn Fratres.—^Was itanacci-

dent, or the grim humor of history 
that placed the two following ítems of 
mock-Christianity into the same col-
umin of the Los Angeles Herald?:. . ¡ 

erly shlfted from state to state to uséU{Q so~thít the foreign ¿u~ests~of "«Te 
their well trained inherent qualities ° e 

time and again tb íkeep the common 
people in subjecíion, and to keep in 
immunlty local Pizanos likB~those who 
ón August 3 kiíled the charcoal 
burner Ortiz in Étzatlan after steal-'| 
ing his cattle. ! '« • 

* > ' * ; * : ' • 

Morelos.—Aug. 23.—-One of the 
promises given at the electlon time by 
re-electipn candidate Pablo Espandon 
was thát as governor he would abol-: 
ish the personal tax or head tax. 
Shortly after taking office he hád 
passed a law abolishing that tax 
which amoúnted to 20 cents per 
month for each inaivldual whose 
daily emoluments did not exceed one 
dollar. As this money was destinéd: 

to pay the department of publie in­
structlon quite naturally a consider­
able déficit resulted. T o cover such 
déficit all landed próperty was re-val-
uated, which valuation was to be done 
by xa :special uninterested body',pro-
scribed by the law. But instead of that 
the taxation officials assumed such po­
sition valuating ,the properties just 
as -thpy pleased, hi many. cases in­
creásing t h e valué flctltiously by two 
hundred per cent,} imposing upon that 
valué a tax of .séyen per mille. As 
it was to be expected íhe landed .'own­
ers replled by increásing to their súb 
rériters thé rates fár in excess to thé 
taxed ámount, and the jnerchants in-
créased their pr'ices for the necessities 
of Ufe far in excess, and in the long 
run the toiling and consuming people 
pays the whole bilí a hundred fpld. 
xhe head tax is aboUshed all right, 
and the good people pay. seven times 
the prlce after allJ :' 

"México City, Sept. 10.—With a 
silver key President Fornrio Diaz un-
Iocked the new home of the Young 
Men's Christian association, the dedi-
cation of which was- thé chief feature 
of today's céntennial program. The 
;búilding,ls a five-story stone struc- • 
ture, 'bccupying a córner of a block 
and extending half a block on' both 
streets." 
, Passaic, N. J., Sept. 10.—The czar 

pf-all thé Russias ls now known in1 

Passaic as one of the city's leading 
philanthroplsts. Announcement was 
made this week the czar has given 
$40,000 toward the erection of a new, 
Russoán orthodox; church at Passaic. 
The structure will cost $Í20,000.'!_ 

. AU we have to comment on to t h e , 
benefit of our Christian American' 
readers is a recommendation-to read 
i n t h i s connectíon the gospel of St. 
Luke 13:24-28. ' ~ -

lifeiis rotten, arid pf varióús human 
intérest features respecting which ,as 
it seems to me, we should not keep 
sUent. : ; ;; 

ANTONIO VILtARREAL. ) 

Nótés aíid Góniménts 
Chihuahua—•What--;is iw a1 riáme? 

Plzanó,;;San'Diego, ' municipality of 
Aldaina, Chihüahuai::. repófts ¡> under 
August 21 that i t has prpdacedí a, 
Pizano bf its owrii:. Thpislxíy-year oíd 
peasant"Pédro Orrantia claimed prop-

San "Luis PotoslH:The rival candi-4 
date of Dláz, Francisco Madero, arid1 

Roque JJstrádá, anriounce that If they 
are not prosécutéd ánd tried by. the 
end of the month they will withdraw 
the bonds arid g o t o prison as they 
are tired wlth a freedom that is equal 
to confinement In. San "Luis Potosí, 
impeding them from. gping pn with 
their regular work.' The farcical 
prpsecutiori . is. still in the air. for a 
causé, estabiishment: of connectíon 
with the ¡Valladolid, ¡Yucatán .upris-: 
irigs failed, connectiori with the Hua­
steca, San ¡Luis Potosí uprising did 
nót materializó in spíte of all the.ef­
forts to. stamp lt, as¡ a pro-Madero re-. 
volt, and as a laát resort they are 
scanning now the ¡manifestó to the 
people gíven out by Madero from the 
prison with- an open,' letter tó Díaz, 
a-jd they may make it yet a casé of 
leie majeste.» '•"•: -:V'•••- ' í : ; 

. Sonora—^The sribséribérs of the iñr 
dependent press living in Serls, So­
nora lodge complaints that the gov-

I'hat Mexicañ Senator—Dld we 
reálly forget hiiri? Poor'senator Isa-
,bel, as thé papers called him recently 
whén he grandi-loquaciously sppke o t 
tbe. terrible»things that were to hap-
peri-; to wícked "Regeneración,?" No, 
we did nót, ónly we dld nót consider 
that austére nonenity important 
enough to waste time on. He is really 
not quite as blg as his infamous 
brpther ex-Gbverhor Isabalv'despblíer 
arid exterriiinatór of the Yaquis, of 
w h o m / a photograph exists showing 
him tíolding a bundle ''oí Yaquis 
handé, óf hands of peaceable tlllers of 
tce^sóil, men, women and little chil­
dren. The Isabal millions represent 
a people almost extinct, 1 thanks to 
"benevolent asslmiíation," for profi-
table capitalizaron. And the Amér-
icans settl ing upón thése lands will 
Lear;ín the dead of tne night. the 
sighs' óf outrágéd 'wóriieri, the shriéks 
pf .Uttlé .bables .dashéa. to the rocks, 
iié spláshlng of shiploads of living 
bodies thrown Into the ocean to' feed 
thésharkso f the sea and of the/land, 
and the whízz bf t^e.lash falUng upon 
thé-;backs¿éf-slayés:jn tne hell_i>f 
Yucatán. : WiU they be happyí arid 
prósper i n : Yaquiland"? 

EL CRONISTA. 
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