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Just a Word,
Mr. President

Dy Bugone V. Debs,

Presldent Taft, I moan 1Isn’t it time
for you to take anothor trip to the
Rio Grande? ‘'Thlugs are looking
very squally for your friend Diaz,
You, and Roosevelt before you, did
everything possible on this side to
keep the bloody clutches of your
friend Diaz at the throats of the ten
milllons of peons worked in Mexico
and owned and robbed in Wall street.
You had your secret service thugs
and nassassins turned into the blood-
hounds of Diaz and you had every
patriotic Mexican soul who was fight-
fng for his countrymen, and sought
refuge here, thrown into United States
dungeons, buried allve, and devoured
by vermin, to intremch and prolong
the reign of the decorated cannibal
who masquerades as the presldent of
Mexlco, and whose bloody claws you
grasped in full and hearty fellowship
as you assured him of your profound
respect and the absolute confidence
of your mutual masters in Wall
street.

Do you remember this occasion,
Mr. President, when your own people
were shut out and one of your most
ardent admirers was murdered by a
guard in his eagerness to witness the
ceremony? Do you remember the
soldiers that ‘surrounded you, with
shotted guns in their hands, and
pressed in closely upon you to guard
you against your own chosen people
while you, with ashen, cowardly lips,
delivered the message of your mas-
ters? - -

Lest you have forgotten your
epeech onThat. ocecasion, I will here

~»quote from it as it appeared in the

newspapers at that time:

. . it gives me the great-
est pleasure and I esteem it a special
honor to assure your excellency that
the American people regard you with
the highest respect as an illustrious
ruler who has always been profound-
ly concerned in the prosperity of his
country and the happiness of his peo-
ple, and the beneficience of whose
reign will be recorded in the pages of
history.

Oh, what a lle! What a wicked,
ghastly, damnable le! That Ilie
should have stuck in your throat and
strangled you until you were as black
in the face as the administration you

.. .were glorifying. No wonder you-and

your Archibald Butt had to shut out
the people and have yourselves walled
in with mailed murderers as the only
fit witnesses to such an immoral and
debasing exhibition.

There are two occasions in your
life, Mr. President, that you ought
not to forget; the one when you em-
braced the Czar of Russia, and the
other when you grasped the hand of
the Czar of Mexico. The countless
ghosts of the victims of these bloody
monsters do not envy you the presi-
dency of the United States at the
price you paid for it.

The Mexican people are not rising
agalnst the people of the United
States; they are rising against Diaz
and his Wall street administration of
assassination in Mexico and they are
going to overthrow that bloody des-
potism, based upon the robbery of
the people and maintained by force
and murder, in spite of the ald and
comfort and connivance of your ad-
ministration in the United States.

Oscar Lawler may be in offcial clo-
ver at Washington and Flores Magon
may rot in an Ameriran prison cell,
but the eternal forces that unmake
kings and tyrants, destroy thrones,
crush iniquity and triumphantly vin-
dicate the right, are at work, and
when the hour strikes, the revolution
in Mexico will drive out its dictator
and your Iriend Diaz wlill be lucky
if he escapes with his head on his
shoulders

. A CORRECTION -

The editors of Rengeracion wish to
correct a mistake as to the policy of
the Liberal Party which unfortu-
nately was made last week by a con-
tributor to tho English sectjon,

Under the heading A Political
Pocoment' it was said that the Mexl.

can Liberals had jJolmed hands whth
tho middle clasy rovolutionists who
aro now opevating againsat the Diaz
govornment. Wo wish to sny that
had wo known the contents of this
articla wo would not havo pm'mltw(l
it to be printed.

Thoe Libernl Pavty hay not jolnc
bands with tho Madevists, It has not
cendorsed and will not endorse cithor
Madero or his program, Tho Liberal
Party s n working class movement.
1t it triumphs it will proceed at once
to roturning tho stolen lands of the
peopto to their rightful owners.

The Muadoerist Party would moroly
restore the republican constitution, It
would not break up the big haclendas,
which are ono of tho chief bulwarks
of the slavory l'llld peonago under
which at least ono-third of our peo-
ple are Hving. We belleve that the
timo has passed for middle class rev-
olutions. The revolutron of the Lib-
eral Party will be a working class
revolution.

Conceming Mexico

Fact 1. Butcher Diaz has been
president of Mexico for some thirty
yoars.

Fact 2. Durlng that time he has
maintained his hold on that office by
killlng and {mprisoning those who

would oppose his repeated re-elec-
tions.
Fact 3. He has sold many con-

cessions to American capitalists for
the building of rallroads and facto-
ries and the working of mlines.

Fact 4. He has usea his arbitrary
power to establish a gystem of peon-
age by which the working class of
that country has been reduced to a
condition of practical slavery to
American and Mexican capitalists.

Fact 6. This has caused these
slave masters to be very friendly to
his administration.

Fact 6. Diaz is getting very old.
and these capitallsts, fearing his
death, are very anxious to have a
man for vice-president who will fol-
low {n his footsteps w=nd continue
them {n their graft of slavery.

Fact 7. This led to the banish-
ment of Madero and Reyes, the oppo-
sition candidates for president and
vice-president, during the late cam-
paign, thus leaving a clear fleld for
the tools of the exploiting class.

Fact 8. The present and past ad-
ministrations In this country have
used the United States and officials
and courts to arrest such men as had
fled from his oppression, and either;
return them to him to be murdered
or {mprison them in federal prisons.

Fact 9. President Taft, when he
visited Texas, crossed the Rio Grande
and was closeted with this Occidental
czar, no one but themselves knowing
what took place in that surreptitious
confab.

Fact 10. There is, at present, a
revolution in progress in Mexico, and
United States troops are being
rushed to the border, ostensibly to
prevent violations of neutrality.

Conclusions.

Conclusion 1. The Mexican tyrant
has sold these concessions to Ameri-
can capitalists for two reasons: To
get the ald of the American capital-
istic government and to provide the
“ginews ‘of war"” to put ‘down all op-
position at home.

Conclusion 2. These American cap-
italists who have been glven unlim
ited power to exploit Mexican labor
used their money and Influence to
elect Roosevelt and Taft.

Conclusion 3. In the star cham-
ber interview between these two
arch-conspirators against the labor-
ing people of the two countries an
agreement was entered into by which
the power of the United States gov-
ernment should be used to put down
any uprising of the people of Mexico
against their oppressors.

Conclusion 4. The sending of
United States troops to the border
to preserve neutrality is a mere pre-
tense, since there could be no serious
breach of neutrality.

Conclusion 5. Should the present
uprising assume formidable propor-
tions, some of these American con-
cessionists will explode a pop-shot of
dynamite in some worked-out mine or
abandoned shack.

Conclusion 6. These troops then
will, with the consent of Diaz, be
rushed acrgss the border for the os-
tensible purpose of ‘“protecting Amer-
ican interests,” but in reality to shoot
down men struggling to free them-
selves from a far worse oppression
than that which our forefathers
fought against for seven years, or
that which cursed the people of Cuba
when we went to war to secure that
island as loot for American capitalis-
tic freebooters.

Conclusion 7. Over-awed by the
power of the great American repub-
e, the poor peons will give up and
sink into a condition of more abject
slavery than before. This will give
their masters more money with which
to contro! the two governments and

purchase legislation to secure them in

their graft.

" Conolusion 8. Tree trado will bo
eatablishod botwoon the two countrios
and tho product of sturved peon labor
wlll flood Amorican markots to ¢crowd
the Amerloan laboror down to o like
condlitlon of peonago.

Conclusion 9. 'Whon thig oondluon

provalils and it has bocome so bad
that it will bo nocossary to arrest mon
for political offonses, Moxico may bo
rolled on to rociproocate tho friondly
sorvices of this capitallst-ruled coun-
try by roturnlng tugmvea trom op-
pronlon. "

CII[IGS and Cﬂﬂﬂbﬂ[ﬂ[lﬂll

Conclusion 10. It hohoovos ovory
workoer In the Uniltod Stateos to tako
an aotive intorest iy tho movemeonts
that are bolng inaugurgted by thls
govornment for tho furtheor onslave-
ment of thelr class,

L. 0. KNOWLIS. |

Taken from the Book ‘“‘Barbarous Mexico”

The first flve chapters of th!ls book
whioh, In a littlo less extended form,
were published serially in The Amer-
lcan Magazlno {o tho fall of 1909,
called forth a considerable measure
of comment both {n the United States
and Mexlco. Both the magazine and
mysoll wore doluged with letters,
many of which asserted that the wri-
tors thomselves had witnessed con-
ditlons slmilar to those which I de-
scribed. On the other hand, thore
were many who flatly averred that
[ was a fabricator and a slanderer,
declaring, varlously, that nothing
akin to slavery or even to peonage
existed in Mexico, that, if it did, it
was the only practical way to clvilize
Mexico, anyhow, that the Mexlcan
working people were the happlest and
most fortunate on the face of the
earth, that President Diaz was the
most benign ruler of the age, that a
Jong enough hunt would discover
cases of barbarities even In the
United States, and we would better
clean our own house first, that there
were $900,000,000 of American cap-
ital invested in Mexico—and so on
and so on,

The remarkable thing, indeed,
about the discussion was the head-
long manner in which certain maga-
zines, newspapers, book publishers
and private individuals in this coun-
try rushed to the defense of Presi-
dent Diaz. These individuals evi-
dently acted on the theory that a
charge of slavery in his domain was
an aspersion on the rule of Presi-

dent Diaz, and quite correctly so.
Wherefore, they proceeded to de-
nounce me in the most vigorous

terms, on the one hand, and to let
loose a flood of adulatory literature
concerning President Diaz, on the
other. I imagine that it would re-
quire a very long freight train to
carry all the flattering literature that
was circulated in this country by-the
friends of Diaz in the six months fol-
lowing the first appearance of my
articles upon- the news-stands.

The perusal of those articles and
this other literature also would drive
anyone inevitably to the conclusion
that somebody was deliberately dis-
torting the truth. Who was distort-
ing the truth? Who—and why?
Since the who as well as the why
are peculiarly a part of this story I
may be pardoned for pausing for a
few pages to reply, first, to the ques-
tion, “Who?”

It would give me pleasure to pre-
sent here some hundreds of letters
which, among them, corroborate
many times all the essential feat-
ures of my account of Mexican slav-
ery. Bud did I do so there would
be little room left in, the book for.
anything else. I can merely say that
in most cases the writers claimed
to have spent various numbers of
years in Mexico. The letters were
unsolicited, the writers were paid by
no one; in many cases they were en-
dangering their own interests in writ-
ing. If I am the liar, all of these
persons must be liars, also, a propo-
sition which I doubt if anyone could
believe were they to read the let-
ters.

But I am not printing these letters
and I do not ask the reader to con-
sider them in my favor. Samples
of them, and a large enough number
to be convineing, are to be found
however, in the November, December
and January numbers of The Amer-
fcan Magazine.

1 shall pass over, also, the pub-
lished testimony of other writers,
well-known investigators, who have
corroborated my story In more or less
detail. For example, the account of
the slavery of the American rubber
plantations, written by Herman Whit-
aker and printed in The American
Magazine for February, 1910; the ac-
counts of the slavery of Yucatan by
the English writers, Arnold and
Frost, in the book, ‘“Apn American
Egypt,” which was quoted at length
in The American Magazine of April,
1909. The corroboration which I
shall present here is taken almost
entirely from my critics themselves,
persons who started out to deny the
slavery or to palliate it, and who
ended by admitting the existence of
the essentfal features of that insti-
tutfon.

To begin with the least {mportant
class of witnesses, I shall take up first
the statements of several American
planters who rushed into print to de-
tend the system of thelr friend Diaz.

There I8 George 8. Gould, manager
of the 8an Gabhriel rubber plantation,

By John Kenneth Turner

on the Isthmus of Tehuantopec. In
various newspapors Mr. Gould was
quoted extenslvely, especially In the
San Franelsco Bulletin, whero he
speaks of the *‘absolute Imaccuray’
of my writings, Here aro some of
hls explanations taken from that
paper:

“As general manager of the Ban
Gabrlel, I send $2,600 at a certaln
geason to my agent in the City of
Oaxaca. He opens an employment
o6ce and calls for a quota of seventy-
five men, * * *

*The laborer is given an average
of fifty cents (Mexican) & week until
the debt he owes the company is liqui-
dated. The company is not obliged
to pay him this amount, but does so
to keep him contented. He is usu-
ally contracted for for periods rang-
ing from six months to three years.
In three years, if he is reasonably
industrious and saving, he will not
only have pald off his debt money,
but he will draw his liquidation with
money in his pocket. * * *

“The sum total i3 this: The peon
glavery in Mexico might be called
slavery in the strictest sense of the
word, but as long as the laborer is
under contract to the plantation
owner he is being done an inestima-
ble good. It is the plantation own-
ers who prevent the peon—ordin-
arily worthless humians with no pro-
fesslon—from becoming publie
charges. Unwittingly perhaps they
block a lawless and irresponsible ele-
ment by teaching the peon to use his
hands and brain.”

Mr. Edward H. Thompson wag for
many years the Ameriean consul in
Yucatan. Mr. Thompson owns a
henequen plantation, and, though
I did npot visit it, I was informed
that he held slaves nnder exactly the
same conditions as do the henequen
kings. Immediately following the
publication- .of- my first article ‘Mr.
Thompson issued a long statement
that was published in so many pa-
pers that I imagine § news syndicate
was employed tb eirculate it. Mr.
Thompson began by, denouncing my,
article as “outrageous in its state;
ments and absolutely false in many
details.” But read what Mr. Thomp-
son himself says are the facts:

“Reduced to its lowest terms and
looking at the matter without the de-
gire to produce a sensational maga-
zine article, the so-called slavery be-
comes one of gimple contract con-
venience to both parties. The na-
tive needs the money, or thinks he
does, while the planter needs the
labor of the native servant.

“The indebted servant is held more
or less strictly to the terms of the
verbal and implied cuniract, accord-
ing to the personal equation of the
planter or his representative. This
generallfact is equally true in all of
the great industries of our country
as well as in Yucatan.

“I do not seek to defend the sys-
tem of indebted labor. It is bad in
theory and worse in practice. It is
bad for the planter because it locks
up capital that could otherwise be
employed in developing the resources
of the plantation. It is worse for the
servant, because by reason of it he
learns to lean to0 much on the pow-
erful protection of his creditor-em-
ployer.”

Reading those lines with diserim-
ination, you will observe that Mr.
Thompson admits that debt slavery
is prevalent in Yucatan, admits that
it is a system that cannot be defend-
ed. Then why does he defend it?

Mr. C. V. Cooper, an American
land promoter, writing in the Port-
land Oregonian, says that he read my
articles with ‘‘amusement mixed with
indignation,” and decided that they
were ‘‘grossly exaggerated.” But he
made some admissions. Said he:

“The Mexican peon law provides
that if a servant for any reason is
indebted to his employer, he mus.
remain and work out the debt at a
wage agreed upon between the em-
ployer and the employee."

‘But, Mr., Cooper, if the employe
must remain, how can he have any
say as to how much the wage which
you declare is ‘‘agreed upon’ shall
be?

Very naively Mr. Cooper explains
the freedom of the peon. 8ays he:

“There s nothing compulsory in his
service at all, If he does not like his
surroundings or his treatment, he Is
at perfect liberty to obtain the
amount of his debt from anyone else
and leave the property.”

From whom else, Mr, Cooper? Ob,

the sweot, sweot llberty of Moxlco!

1t s too bad that Mr. Coopor should
have marred such a rosy picturoc as ho
paints by admitting the manp-hunt-
ing part of the system. But he doos:

‘“Should o man run away, we can
have him brought back if the amount
of the debt Involved is worth while.
The expense of his capture Is pald
by the plantation and added to hils
account.”

Yet Mr. Cooper flnally avers:

“The peons are perfectly frea to
come and go as they choose, with
the only legal proviso that they do
not swindle any one out of money
that has been advanced them in good
faith.”

Mr. Cooper thought so well of his
defense of the Diaz system that he—
or someone else—wunt to the ex-
pense of having'it printed in pamph-
let form and circulated about the
country., There were other pamph-
leteers besides Mr. Cooper, too, who
rushed to the defense of Mexico. One
was Mr, E. 8. Smtih of Tippecanoe,
lowa, the man who wirea President
Taft begging him to deny The Amer-
{can Magazine the mails, and that be-
fore my first article went to press.
Mr. Smith wrote “The Truth About
Mexico,”’ which The Bankers’ Maga-
zine printed, and the same matter was
afterwards put into a_ pamphlet.
Smith was so extravagant in his de-
nials of imperfection in Mexican In-
stitutions and so glowing in his de-
scriptions of Mexico's ‘‘ideal” gov-
ernment that one of that govern-
ment's warmest defenders, The Mex-
ican Herald, was revolied by the pro-
duction and printed a long editorial
in which it prayed that Mexico might
be delivered of such friends as Mr.
Smith.

Mr. Guillermo Hall, another Amer-
fcan who is interested in Mexican
properties, considers my articles a
“great injustice,” inasmich as, sincé
the poor Mexican knows nothing of
freedom, he must be perfectly well off
as & glave. The Tucson, Arizona,
Citizen quoted Mr. Hall as follows:

““The cold facts stated in black type
might seem' preposterous to the
Americans of this country, whose
training and environment are so dif-
ferent. * * * 1In the lower country
along the border, for instance, the
go-called peon has no conception of
the liberty we enjoy in America. He
absolutely doesn’t know what .1t
means. The property owners there
are compelled by force of circum-
stances to maintain, at present, a sorl
of feudalism over him.”

Mr. Dwight BE. Woodbridge, "a
planter and writer, wrote at length
in defense of Mexican slavery in the
Mining World, the organ of the Am-
eriran Mine Owners’ organization.
Here are some excerpts:

“Unquestionably there are brutali-
ties and savageness in Mexiro. Out-
rages are lommitted there, both on
the prisoners taken from confinement
to haciendas and on the Yacquis. * * *
I am interested in a large planta-
tion in southern Mexico, where we
have some 300 Yaqui laborers.

“Throughout the Yaqui country I
have seen such things as are pictur-
ed in the magazine, passed the bodies
of men hanging to trees, sometimes
mutilated; have seen hundreds of
tame Yaquis herded in jails to be sent
to the plantations of Yuecatan, or Ta-
basco, or Veracrhz; have heard of
worse things.

‘“There is a certain sort of peonage
in Mexico. One may call it slavery if
he will, and not be far from the truth.
It is, in fact, illegal, and no contracts
under it can be enforced in the eourts.
The slave is a slave so long as he is
working out his debt.”

Of course none of the defenders
of Mexico admit all of my assertione,
and all of them, naturally, seek to
minimize the horrors of the slave
system—otherwise they could not be
defending it. But you will se that
one admits one thing and another an-
other until the whole story is confess-
ed as true.

Among the American publishers
who rushed to the defense of Diaz
was Mr., Willlam Randolph Hearst.
Mr. Hearst sent a writer, Otheman
Stevens, to Mexico to gather mater-
ial to prove that Mexico I8 not bar-
barous. Vallantly did Mr, Stevens
attempt to carry out his trust, but in
denling with the contract slavery gys-
tem he succeeded in admitting most
of the essential points, and was able
to defend only on the plea of capi-

tajistic ‘‘necessity.” Some of his ad-

missions, as they appeared In the Cos-

‘118 tho ftaot that,

Mr. |,

mopolitan Magazino of March, 1910
avoe:

“To offsot those prospocts of early
Industrial advancos s tho contrnet
Iabor systom, and tho contract labor
system In Mexlco is a bad institution,

“Itw ropulslvy featurcs to our oyos
whilo tho Iaboror
onters voluntarily luto the contraot,
tho law glves tho employor a right
ovor the workman's person In the on-
forcoment of tho comtvact. 'Thoorot:
leally, thore Is no argumont to be
made for contract labor,

“If an enganchado robola or is lu-
solont or lazy, tho lithe rod in the
hands of the ‘boss’ of the gang winds
around him, and he soon understands
that ho must fulfill his part of the
contract. If he runs away, a reword
of ten dollars is pald to whoevor
brings him back. His clothes are
takon away from him, and he s clad
in a8 gunny sack with holes cut for
arma and logs.”

Mr. Stevens' defense of this sys-
tom, as published In the same num-
ber of the same magazine, {a:

“‘Outside of the restrictions of dog-
matle controversy there Is only omne
Dhasge that makes a wrong right, and
that is necessity. A legal enforce-
ment of a contract by uslng physical
torceoover the person is in itself
wrong. On the other hand, legisla-
tion now prohibiting contract labor
would work a greater wrong, for it
would destroy milllons of investments,
would retard 2 most bensficient and
rapld development of the richest
region on this continent, if not in
the world, and would, by reflexes,
work more harm to the very people
it would iIntend to aid than an in-
definlte continuance of the present
conditions.”

This Is exactly the logic the slave-
driving cotton planters of our south-
ern states used before the Civil War.
It will hardly “go’ with anyone who
has not money invested in Mexican
plontations which are enganchados.

I do not wish to tire the reader,
but, agide from the foct that I have
been most violently attacked, I have
a reason for wishing to go a lttle
deeper into this matter of critics and
corroboration.. Let us get right down
into Mexico itself, down to the very
newspapers thot are paid a specified
sum each week In exchange for man-
ufacturing public opinion favorable
to President Dijaz and his system. In
Mexico City there are two daily news-
papers printed in English, the Her-
ald ond the. Record. Both are pros-
perous and well edited and both are
open defenders of the Mexidan gov-
ernment. The Herald, especially, re-
peatedly denounced my articles. 1
believe "that I con show as many as
fifty clippings frém this paper alone
which, in one way or another, at-
tempted to cast doubt upon my state-
ments. Nevertheless, in the course
of the daily publication of the news,
or in the very campaign of defense,
both of these papers have, since the
first appearance of ‘‘Barbarous Mex-
ico,” printed matter which convine-
ingly confirmed my charges.

October 23, 1909, the Dally Record
dared to print an, article from the
pen of Dr. Luis Lara y Pardo, one of
the best-known of Wexican writers,
in which he admitted that my in-
dictment was true. A few lines from
the article will suéce. Said Dr
Pardo:. o g e

“The regime ot slavery continues
under the cloak of the loan laws.
Peons are sold by one hacendado
to onother under the pretext that the
money that has been advanced must
be paid. In the capital of the Re-
public itself traffic in human flesh has
been engaged in.

“On the haciendas the peons live in
the most horrible manner. They are
crowded into lodgings dirtier than a
stable and are mulireated. The ha-
cendado metes out justice to the
peon, who is even denied the right
to protest.”

A widespread fear among the com-
mon people of being ersnared as en-
ganchados would argue not only that
the system is extensive, but that it
e fraught with great hardship. Jan-
uary 6, 1910, the Mexiran Daily Red-
ord published a news item whinh in-
dinated that this is true, and also
suggested one way in whish the gov-
ernment plays into the hands of the
labor snarers. Shorn of its head-
lines, the item is:

“Five hundred contract laborers
intended to work at construction
camps on the Veracruz and Pacific
rallroad, are encamped near Buena-
vista station as a result of their hn-
willingness to sign a formal contract,
and the law prohibiting their being
taken into another state without such
contract.

““Governor Landa y Escandon yes-
terday afternoon refused to grant the
request if R, P. Davis and F, Villa-
demoros, signers of a petition to him
to allow the laborers to be shipped
out, With their wives, children, and
all their worldly possesssions they
form a motley camp near the sta-
tion,

“In thelr petition, Davis and Vlllu-
demoros claim thet the raflroad com-
pany {8 suffering largs losses hy the
detention of the lsborara and that
many of the latter fear i they sign

g mrn o ».;mu-‘-—. —_—

¥l

.| contracts thoy wlll be shippod to

sugar and coffoo plantations and hold
unt{l the oxpiration of tho speotfiod
torms,

Govornor Landa rotuaod tho ro-
quost on the ground that the law ro-

laborors, while tho roason for wulvlng
it aid not appoar logleal.”

Thoe Mexican Ierald furnishes
moro corroboration than the Moxican
Record, Commenting oditorialy upon
tho announsoments of ‘Barbarous
Mexlco,” it sald, August 27, 1909:

“In thia journal during rerent
yoars, and In many Mexican papersd
as woll, the abuses of tho peonage
systom, and the ill-treatment of the
los ongandhados or: lontraht labor
ors In somo reglons, have beon most
frankly doalt with. The enlighten-
od Governor of Chiapas has denounc-
od the evils of peonage in his state
and has recelved tho thanks of the
patriotic press of the country. That
there are dark spots in agricultural
labor conditions, no fair-minded per-
son of wide {nformation seeks to
deny.”

About the same time Paul Hudson,
general manager of the paper, was
quoted in a New York Interview as
saying that my exposures '‘do not ad-
mit categorical denial.” And In the
Mexican Herald of May 9, 1910, J.
Torrey Conner, writing in praise of
General Dlaz, says: ‘‘Slavery, doubt-
less, {8 known to exist in Mexico—
that Is generally understood.” In
February, 1909, in an editorial item

state of Morelos, the Mexican Herald
went so far as to admit the killing of
debt laborers by their masters. To
quate it exactly:

“It is 'undeniable that their (the
planters’) management is at times se-
vere, When angry they heap abuse
on the peons and even maltreat them
physically. In some instances they
have, in times not so distant, even
taken the lives of natlve laborers who
have incensed. them, and have gone
scot free.”

August 27, 1909, in an article on
““The Enganchado,” the Herald said
in part:

“The enganchados are guarded
most rarefully, for there is the ever
present danger of their running away
on the slightest opportunity. Often
the cabos are cruel in their treat-
‘ment, a fac¢t which is to be condemn-
ed. * * * It is not in keeping here
to mention the abuses Lwhlch are al-
leged to have been practiced against
the enganchados,. the treatment. . of
men 50 shamelessly that they die, the

the y_laborers of any means of bath-
lng. and the -unsanitary condition of
their houseii leadihg“oﬁ “fo noxious
diSeases e
knows the real history: of the gystem,
or the inside facts of the neighboring
plantations, will deny for a moment
the worst stories of the enganchado
are true,

“Plantation men do not take the
enganchado labor because they like
it. Nor do they prefer it to any other,
even the loweést. But there is a cer-
tain advantage in it, 48 one planter
sald to the writer, with a queer thrill
in his volce: ‘When you've got 'em
they’'re yours, and have to do what
you want them to do. If they don’t,
you can kill them,” * .

dized supporter of the system itself
would seem rather embarrassing to
those individuals who Were so zeal-
ous as publicly to announce that my
portrayal of Mexican slavery was a
fabrication. It will be seen that-my
exposures of Mexican slavery were not
the first to be circulated in print; they
were merely the first to be circulat-
ed widely, and they went into consid-
erably more detall than anything

jthat had gone before. The little item

that I have just quoted admits prac-
tically all the worst features which
1 dealt with in my articles.

(To be, continued.)

“Barbarous Mexico”

t 5 3

John Kenneth Turner began last
year in the American Magazine a true
story of theo horrors of slavery in
Mexico today, where men, women and
children are bought and sold, where
they are worked to death or beaten
to death.

These articles told only half the
story. It remained to show that this
slavery {8 only made possible by the
military despotism of Diaz, and that
this despotism s kept in power by
the ald of American capitalists and
the United States government,

The whole story, with many vivid
photographs, is now offered to the
Ameriean people.

The book may be obtained from the
author, 1631 Darien Placs, Los An.
geles, Caltfornin,

SINGLE COPIES, $1.50, posiage
gaid; three coples for $3.60,

This Is the publisher's price for the
book,

Siockholders of Charles H, Kerr &

Co, will be furniehed with sople¢ at
the rosulsr publisher’s discount,

l
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raping of women, the deprivation of

"No ' planter who'»

upon the political situation in the |
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