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Can ÍÍIIHTIIIH luid jolned hunda wltli Conclusión 8. Froo trudo wlll bo
(lio inlddlo CIIIHH 1-uvoIuttonÍHtM who

(lio Dlnxuro iiow »|K>i'u(iiiK
Kovoriiinrnl. Wo WIHII to uiiy thnt
luid wo knowu thc content.H ()f thls
IIr( lelo wo wouhl not luivo |H<rnilttoil
It to bo jirJntod.

Tlio Iliberal l'iirly IUIM not Jolnod
Imud.N wltli (lio Mud(M'lH(H. It lmN not
cndorscd imd wlll not endorso ütthor
niadoro or IIIH pro^ruin. Xhu Liberal
l'urty 1H II workiiiK CIUSH IIIDVCIIICIII.

It' It tiiuinplm It wlll prococd nt once
(o roturnliiK tito stolcn liuuln of tlio
peoplo to thcir rlglitful ownorw.

Tlio MndoWst I'nrty wouhl meroly
remoro (lie r<'i>u 1)1 lean coiiHtltiition. It
irould not break up tlio big haciendas,
whlch uro on« oí tho chlof biilwtirks
of tlio Nluvory and pconugo under
whlch i»t loast onu-thli'd of onr peo-

O:IUI>I1H1KHI botwuon tho two oountrlou
muí tlio produot of otarvod poon lubor
wlll llood Amorlcnn markoto to orowd
ttiü A mollean luboror down to u üko
ooiidltlotí ot poounso.

Conoluslon 9. Whon tillo ooudltlon

prevalía and It lina booomo no bnd
thnt It wlll bo nocoumu-y to nrrout mon
for polltlcal offonsos, Moxlco muy bo
rollod on to roolpi'ooato tho frlondly
aorvlcea of thla cnpltalM-rulod ooun-
Iry by rotürnlng fugitivos from op-
pronlon.

Ooncluulon 10. It bolioovon ovory
vvorkor In tho Uultod Stiitou to talco
un uutivo lntoroat Ii) tho inovoraonta
that aro bolng luaugurptod by thhi
Kovommont for tho furthor onalavo-
mont of tholr oíaos. ,,

L. ID. KNOWL1CS.

Taken from the Book "Barbarous México"

Just a Word,
Mr. President

Dy Eugono V. Doba.
ProBldcnt Taft, 1 nioan lsn't It time

for you to tako anothor trlp to tho
Hio Orando? Thlngs nro looldng
very squally for your frlend Díaz.
You, and Hoosovolt boforo you, dld
evorything posslble on thls side to
keep the bloody elutehoa of your
frlend Díaz nt tho throats of the ton
mllllons of peona worked ln México
and owned and robbed in Wall street.
You had your seeret service thugs
and aasasstns turnod lnto the blood-
hounds of Díaz and you had every
patrlotlc Mexican soul who was fight-
ing for his countrymon, and sought
refuge here, thrown lnto United States
dungeons, buvled allve, and devoured
by vermln, to Intrench and prolong
the reign of the decorated cannlbal
who masquerades as the president of
México, and whose bloody claws you
grasped In full and hearty fellowship
as you assured hlm of your profound

plo aro Wo bollcvo thnt the
timo lina pnsscd for ni Idilio clu.s.s rev-
olutioiiB. Tho rovolution of tho Lib-
eral I'iirty will bo n worklng elu.H.s
revolution.

Fact 1. Butcher Díaz haa boeu
president of México tor somo thtrty
years.

Fact 2. Durlng that time he has
malntalned hls hold on that office by
kllllug and ltnprlsonlng those who
wouJd oppose hls repeated re-elec-
tlons.

Fact 3. He has sold inany con-
cesslons to American capitalista for
the bulldlng of rallroads and facto-
rles and the worklng of mines.

Fact 4. He has usea hls arbltrary
power to establlsh a system of peon-
age by which the worklng class of

ohn Kenneth 'Curner

respect and the absoluto
of your mutual masters
street.

Do you remember

confldence
in "Wall

thls occaaion.
Mr. President, when your own people
were shut out and one of your móst
ardent admlrers was murdered by a
guard in his eagerness to witness the
ceremony? Do you remember the
soldlers that surrounded you, wlth
shotted guns in their hands, and
pressed in closely upon you to guard
you against your own chosen people
while you, with asb,en, cowardly lipa,
delivered the message of your mas-
ters? ' • - • ;

Lest you_ ha ve forgotten your
epeech on that occasion, I "will here
quote from it as it appeared in the
newspapers at that time:

. it gives me the great-
'est pleasure and I esteem it a special
honor to assure your excellency that
the American people regard you wlth
the higbest respect as an lllustrious
ruler who has always been profound-
ly concerned in the prosperity of hls
country and the happiness of his peo-
ple, and the beneflcience of whose
reign will be recorded in the pages of
history.

Oh, what a lie!
ghastly, damnable

What a wlcked,
lie! That He

that country
conditlon of

has been
practical

reduced to a
slavery to

should have stuck in your throat and
strangled you until you were as black
in the face as the administration you

• were glorifying. No wonder you- and
your Archibald Butt had to shut out
the people and have yourselves walled
in with malled murderers as the only
flt witnesses to such an immoral and
debasing exhibltion.

There are two occasions in your
life, Mr. President, that you ought
not to forget; the one when you em-
braced the Czar of Russia, and the
other when you grasped the hand of
the Czar of México. The countless
ghosts of the victims of these bloody
monsters do not envy you the presi-
deney of the United States at the
price you paid for it.

The Mexican people are not rising
against the people of the United
States; they are rising against Diaz
and his Wall street administration of
assassination in México and they are
going to overthrow that bloody des-
potism, based upon the robbery of
the people and maintained by forcé
and murder, in spite of the aid and
comfort and connivance of your ad-
ministration in the United States.

Osear Lawler may be in oficial clo-
ver at Washington and Flores Magon
may rot in an Ameriran prison cell,
but the eternal forcea that unmake
kings and tyrants, destroy thrones,
crush fniquity and triumphantly vin-
dícate the right, are at work, and
when the hour strlkes, the revolution
in México will drive out Its dictator
and your frlend Díaz wlll be lucky
lf he escapes with his bead on bis
shoulders

American and Mexican capitalista.
Fact 6. Thls has caused these

slave masters to be very írleadly to
hls administration.

Fact 6. Diaz is gettlng very oíd,
and these capitalista, fearing hls
death, are very anxious to have a
man for vlce-president who will fol-
low in hls íootsteps and continué
them in their graft of slavery.

Fact 7. This led to the banlsh»
ment of Madero and Reyes, the oppo-
sltion candidates for president and
vice-president, durlng the late cam-
paign, thus leaving a clear fleld for
the tools of the explolting class.

Fact 8. The present and past ad-
minlstrations In thls country have
used the United States and offlcials
and courts to arrest such men as had
fled from his oppresslon, and either
return them to him to be murdered
or imprison them in federal prisons.

Fact 9. President Taft, when he
visited Texas, crossed the Rió Grande
and was closeted with this Occidental
czar, no one but themselves knowlng
what took place in that surreptitlous
confab. ,

Fact 10. There is, at present, a
revolution in progress in México, and
United States troops are being
rushed to the border, ostensibly to
prevent violatlons of neutrality.

Conclusions.
Conclusión 1. The Mexican tyrant

has sold these concessions to Ameri-
can capitalists for two reasons: To
get the ald of the American capital-
Istic government and to provide the
"sinews of w'ar" to put down all op-
position at home.

Conclusión 2. These American cap-
itallsts who have been given unlim
ited power to exploit Mexican labor
used their money and influence to
elect Roosevelt and Taft.

Conclusión 3. In the star cham-
ber interview between these two
arch-conspirators against the labor-
lng people of the two countries an
agreement was entered into by which
the power of the United States gov-
ernment should be used to put down
any uprising of the people of México
against their oppressors.

Conclusión 4. The sending of

Tho editors of Rengeraclon wlsh to
correct a mistake as to the policy of
tho Liberal Pnrty wliich unfortu-
natelf wos mado last weck by a con»
tributor to tho English «section,

Under tho lieading "A PolUlcfll
Docnment" it was sald that tho Mexl.

United States troops to the border
to preserve neutrality is a mere pre-
tense, since there could be no serlous
breach of neutrality.

Conclusión 5. Should the present
uprising assume formidable propor-
tions, some of tñese American con-
cessionists will explode a pop-shot of
dynamite in some worked-out mine or
abandoned sback.

Conclusión 6. These troops then
will, with the consent of Diaz, be
rushed acrqss the border for the os-
tensible purpose of "protecting Amer-
ican interests," but in reality to shoot
down men struggllng to free them-
selves from a far worse oppression
than that whlch our forefatberu
fought against for seven years, or
that which cursed the people of Cuba
when we went to war to secure that
island as loot for American capitalls-
tic freebooters.

Conclusión 7. Over-awed by the
power of the great American repub-
Uc, the poor peona wlll glve up and
slDk lnto a condition of more abject
slavery than before. Tbis wül glve
their masters more money with whlch
to control the two goveroroents and
purebaso leglslation to secure them (o
tbelr graft.

Tho flrst flvo chaptars of thls book
whloh, In a llttlo losa oxtondod form,
wero publiuhod serlally In Tho Amer-
ican Magazlno In tho fall of 1900,
callod forth a considerable meaaure
of commont both in the United States
uud Moxlco. Both tho magazino and
mysolt woro doluged wlth lettors,
inauy of whlch asserted that the wrl-
tors thomselves had wltnessed con-
dltlons similar to those whioh I de-
scrlbod. On the othor hand, thoro
woro mnny who flatly averred that
I was n fabrlcator and a elanderer,
dociarlng, variously, that nothlng
akin to slavery or even to peonage
exlsted in México, that, if it did, it
was tbe only practical way to civilizo
México, anyhow, that the Mexican
worklng people were the happlest and
most fortúnate on the face of the
earth, that Presid'ent Diaz was the
most benign ruler of the age, that a
long enough hunt would discover
cases of barbarities even in the
United States, and we would better
clean our own houae flrst, that there
were $900,000,000 of American cap-
ital invested In México—and so on
and so on.

The remarkable thing, indeed,
about the discussion was the head-
long manner in which certain maga-
zines, newBpapers, book publishers
and prívate individuáis in this coun-
try rushed to the defense of Presi-
dent Diaz. These individuáis evi-
dently acted on the theory that a
charge of slavery in his domaln was
an aspersión on the rule of Presi-
dent Diaz, and quite correctly so.
Wherefore, they proceeded to de-
nounce me in the most vigorous
terms, on the one hand, and to let
loóse a flood of adulatory literature
concernlng President Diaz, on the
other. I imagine that it would re-
qulre a very long freight train to
carry all the flattering literature that
was circulated in this country bythe
friends of Diaz in the six montas fol-
lowing the flrst appearance of my
articles upon- the news-stands.

The perusal of those articles and
this other literature also would drive
anyone inevitably to the conclusión
that somebody was deliberately dls-
torting the truth. Who was dlstort-
ing the truth? Who—and why?
Since the who as well as the why
are pecullarly a part of this story I
may be pardoned for pauslng for a
few pages to reply, flrst, to the ques-
tion, "Who?"

It would give me pleasure to pre-
sent here some hundreds of letters
whlch, among them, corrobórate
many times all the essential feat-
ures of my account of Mexican slav-
ery. Bud dld I do so there would
be little,jroom left in.the book for
anything else. I can merely say that
in most cases the writers claimed
to have spent various numbers of
years in México. The letters were
unsolicited, the writer3 were paid by
no one; in many cases they were en-
dangering their own interests in writ
ing. If I am the llar, all of these
persons must be liars, also, a propo
sltion which I doubt if anyone could
believe were they to read the let-
ters.

But I am not printing these letter
and I do not ask the reader to con
sider them in my favor. Sample
of them, and a large enough numbe
to be convinclng, are to be found
however, in the November, Decembe
and January numbers of The Amer
lean Magazine.

I shall pass over,
lished testimony of

also, the pub
other writers

well-known investigators, who hav<
corroborated my story In more or less
detall. For example, the account o
the slavery of the American rubbe
plantations, written by Hermán Whit-
aker and printed in The American
Magazine for February, 1910; the ac-
counts of the slavery of Yucatán b
the English writers, Arnold am
Frost, in the book, "An American
Bgypt," which was quoted at^-length
in The American Magazine of Apri
1909. The corroboration which
shall present here is taken almosl
entlrely írom my critica themselves
persona who started out to deny th
slavery or to palliate it, and who
ended by admítting tbe exlstence of
tbe esaential feature» of tbat insti-
tutlon.

To begln wlth the leaat iraportant
class of wltnesses, I shall take up flrst
tbe statements ot eeveral American
planters who rusbed lnto prlnt to de-
fend tbe eyetero of their frlend Díaz.
There (8 Georgo S. Qould, manager
of the San Gabriel rubber plantattoo,

n the Isthmua of Tehuantopec. In
arious nowspapors Mr. Gould was
uotod oxtenslvely, espooially In tho
lan Francisco Bulletln, whero ho
peaks of tho "absoluto lnaccuray"
f my writlngs. Hero aro BOHÍO of
la oxplanatlons takon from that
aper:

"As general manager of the San
3abrlel, I send $2,500 at a certain
leason to my agent in tho City of
)axaca. He opens an employment
óco and calis for a quota of aeventy-
ive men. * * •

"The laborer Is glven an average
f flfty cents (Mexican) a weok until
he debt he envés the company is Jiqui-
ated. The company is not obliged
o pay him thls amount, but does so
o keep hlm contented. He Is usu-
illy contracted for for perlods rang-
ng írom six months to three years.

three years,
ndustrious and

if he is reasonably
savlng, he will not

nly have paid off hls debt money,
but he wlll draw his llquidatlon with
money in his pocket. * • •

"The aum total Is this: The peón
lavery in México mlght be called

üavery in the stricteat sense of the
word, but as long as the laborer is
under contract to the plantatlon

wner he is belng done an inestima-
le good. It is the plantatlon own-

ers who prevent the peón—ordln-
arily worthless humana with no pro-
fesslon—from becomlng publie
charges. Unwittingly perhaps they
block a lawless and irresponsibie ele-
ment by teaching the peón to use his
hands and brain."

Mr. Edward H. Thompson waa for
many years the American cónsul in
Yucatán. Mr. Thompson owns a
henequén plantation, and, though
I did not visít It, I was informed
that he held slaves nnder exactly the
same conditions as do the henequén
kings. Immediately following the
publication- -of my flrst artlcle Mr.
Thompson issued a long statement
that was publiahed in so many pa-
pe rs that I imagine a. news syndicate
was employed tb circuíate it. Mr1.
Thompson began by denouncing my
article as "outfageous in Its state^-
ments and ábsolutely false in many
details." But read what Mr. Thomp-
son Bimself says are the faets:

"Reduced to Its lowest terms and
looking at the matter without the de-
slre to produce a sensatlonal maga-
ine article. the so-called slavery be-

comes one of simple contract conr
venience to both parties. The na-
tive needs the money, or thinks he
does, while the planter needs the
abor of the native servant.

"The indebted servant Is held more
or less strlctly to the terms of the
verbal and Implied contract, accord-
fng to the personal equation of the
planter or his representative. This
general fact is equally true in all of
the great industries of our country
as well as in Yucatán.

"I do not seek to defend the sys-
tem of indebted labor. It is bad in
theory and worse in practice. It is
bad for the planter because it locks
up capital that could otherwise be
employed In developing the resources
of the plantatlon. It is worse for the
servant, because by reason of it he
learns to lean too much on the pow-
erful protection
ployer."

of his creditor-em-

Reading those lines with discrim-
ination, you wlll observe that Mr.
Thompson admits that debt slavery
is prevalent in Yucatán, admits that
it is a system that cannot be defend-
ed. Then why does he defend it?

Mr. C. V. Cooper, an American

tho awoot, awoot llborty pf Moxlco!
It Is too bad that Mr. Coopor should

have marrod such a rosy picturo aB ho
palnts by admítting the man-hunt-
lng part of the syBtom. But ho doos:

"Should a man run away, wo can
havo hlm brought back lf tho amount
of the debt lnvolvod Is worth whllo.
Tho expense of hls capturo IB paid
by the plantatlon and added to his
account."

Yet Mr. Cooper flnally avers:
"The peons are perfectly froo to

come and go as they ohoose, wlth
the only legal proviso that they do
not swlndle any one out of money
that has been advanced them in good
faith."

Mr. Cooper thought so well ot hls
defense of the Diaz system that he—
or someone else—wunt to the ex-
pense of having'it printed in pamph-
let form and circulated about the
country. There were other pamph-
leteers besldes Mr. Cooper, too, who
rushed to the defense of México. One
was Mr. E. S. Smtih of Tlppecanoe,
Iowa, the man who wired President
Taft begging hlm to deny The Amer-
ican Magazine the mails, and that be-
fore my flrst article went to press.
Mr. Smlth wrote "The Truth About
México," whlch The Bankers* Maga-
zine printed, and the same matter was
afterwards put lnto a pamphlet. Mr.
Smith was so extravagant in hls de-
nlals of imperfection in Mexican In-
stitutions and so glowing In hia de-
scrlptions of Mexico's "ideal" gov-
ernment that one of that govern-
ment's. warmest defenders, The Mex-
ican Herald, was revolted by the pro-
ductlon and printed a long editorial
in which it prayed that México might
be delivered of such friends as Mr.
Smith.

Mr. Guillermo Hall, another Amer-
ican who is interested in Mexican
properties, considera my articles a
'great injustice," inásmuch as, 'sincé

the poor Mexican knows nothing Of
fréedom, he must be perfectly well off
as a slave. The Tucsoñ, Arlzona,
Citizen quoted Mr. Hall as follows:

"The cold faets stated in black type
might seenr preposterous to the
Americans of this country, whose
trainlng and environment are so dif-
ferent. * * * In the lower country
along the border, for instance, the
so-called peón has no conception of
the liberty we enjoy in America. He
ábsolutely doesn't know what it
means. The property owners there
are compelled by forcé of clrcum-
stances to maintain, at present, a sorl
of feudalism over him."

Mr. Dwight B. Woodbridge, a
planter and writer, wrote at length
in defense of Mexican slavery in the
Mining World, the orgati of the Am-
eriran Mine Owners' organlzation.
Here are some excerpts:

"Unquestionably there are brutali-
ties and savageness in Mexlro. Out-
rages are lommltted there, both. on
the prisoners taken from conflnement
to haciendas and on the Yacquis. * • *
I am interested in a large planta-
tion in southern México, where we
have some 300 Yaqui laborera.

"Throughout the Yaqui country I
have seen such things as are pictur-
ed in the magazine, passed the bodies
of men hanging to trees, sometimes
mutilated; have seen hundreds of
tame Yaquis herded In jails to be sent
to the plantations of Yucatán, or Ta-
basco, or Veracrhz; have heard of
worse things.

"There is a certain sort of peonage
in México. One may cali it slavery lf
he will, and not be far from the truth.
It is, in fact, illegal, and no contraets

mopolitan Magazlno of Mnroh. 1910,
nro:

"To otfsot thoso prospecto of oarly
Industrial tidvanoua la tho oontrnct
labor oyutoin, and tho contraot labor
nyütom ln Moxloo is a bad inatltutlon,

"Ita robuJalY« fonturoti to olir oyoa
la tho fnot that, whllo tho luboror
ontora voluntarlly lnto the oontraot,
tho law ulvoa tho omployor a right
ovor tho workman'a porsoa ln tho oil-
foroomont of tho coutraot. Thoorot-
Ically, thoro la no argumont to bo
mndo for oontract labor.

"If an onganohado robóla or la In-
solont or lazy, tho lltho rod ln tho
handB of tho 'boas1 of tho gang wlnds
(iround hlm, and ho soon undorstands
that ho muBt fulflll hls part pf tho
oontraot If lio runa awny, a roword
of ton dollara is paid to whoovor
brlnga him baok. Hia clothea are
takon away from hlm, and ho ia dad
In a gunny sack wlth boles cut íor
arma and logs."

Mr. Stovona' defenso of thls ays-
tom, as publlshod ln the aamo num-
ber of the same magazine, la:

"Outaldo of tho restrlctlona of dog-
matic controversy thore la only one
phnao that maltes a wrong right, and
that is necesslty. A logal enforco-
ment of a contract by uslng physical
force? over the person Is in Itself
wrong:. On the other hand, leglsla-
tlon now prohlbltlng contract labor
would work a greater wrong, for it
would deatroy mlllions of lnvestments,
would retard a most beneflelent and
rapid development of the rlchest
reglón on thls continent, ií not in
the world, and would, by reflexes,
work more harm to the very people
it would intend to ald than an in-
deflnlte continuance of the presenfr
conditions."

Thls Is exactly the loglc the slave-
drlvlng cotton planters of our south-
ern states used before the Civil War.
It wlll hardly *'go" wlth anyone who
has not money invested in Mexican
plontatlons whlch are enganchados.

I do not wlah to tire the reader,
but, aalde from the foct that I have
been most vlolently attacked, I have
a reason for wishing to go a little
deeper into this matter of critica and
corroboration., Let ua get right down
into México itself, down to the very
newspapers thot are paid a specifled
sum each week ln exchange for man-
ufacturing publie opinión favorable
to President Díaz and hia sy8tem. In
México City there are two daily news-
papers printed ln Engllah, the Her-
ald. ond the Record. Both are pros-
perous and well edited, and both are
open defenderá ot the MexWan gov-
ernment. The Herald, especially, re-
peatedly denounced my articíes. I
believe that I con show as many aa
flfty cllppiñgs from thla páper aíóne

wbich, in o n e o r another; at-

contraotn thoy wlll bo ohlppod to
uugiir and coffoo plantatlona and hold
until tho oxplratlon of tho npoclflod
torme.

Qovornor Lnnda rofusod tho ro-
quont on tho grouml that tho lnw ro-
quiroa aucli a forntállty to protoct tho
lnborors, whllo tho roaaon for watvlng
it dld not appeur loglcnl."

Tho Moxlcan Ilornld furnlahea
moro corroboration than tho Moxlcnn
llooord, Coiumontlng odltorlaly upon
tho ftnnounaomoutB of "Barbaroua
Moxlco," it aaid, Auguat 27, 1909:

"In thla Journal durlng rorent
yoars, and ln many Moxlcan papera
as woll, tho abusos oí tho poonago
systom; nnd tho Hl-trontmont of tho
los ongandhados or lontraht labor
ors ln somo roglons, have been most
frankly danlt wlth. The enlighton-
od Govornor of Chiapas haB donounc-
od tho ovlls of poonago ln hls stato
and has rocolvod tho thanks of tho
patrlotlo prosa of tho country. That
thoro are dark spots in agrlcultural
labor conditions, no falr-mlnded per-
aon of wldo Information seeka to
deny."

About the aame time Paul Hudson,
general manager of the paper, was
quoted In a New York Interview aa
aaying that my expoBurea "do not ad-
mlt categorlcal denlal." And ln tbe
Mexican Herald of May 9, 1910, J.
Torrey Conner, writing in praise of
General Díaz, says: "Slavery, doubt-
less, is known to exlst in México—
that la generally understood." In
February, 1909, in an editorial Ítem
upon the political situation ln the
state of Morelos, the Mexican Herald
went so far aa to admlt the kllllng of
debt laborera by their masters. To
quQte.it exactly;

"It la undenlabie that their (the
planters') management is at times ae-
vere. When angry they heap abuae
on the peons and even maltreat them
physlcally. In some lnstances they
have, in times not BO dlstant, even
taken the Uves of native laborers who
haré incensed them, and have gone
scot free."

Auguat 27, 1909, Id an artlcle on
"The Enganchado," the Herald said,
ln part;

"The enganchados are guarded
moat rarefully, for there Is the ever
present danger of their running away
on the slightest opportunity. Often
the cabos are cruel In their treat-
ment, a fact whlch is to be condemn-
ed. * * * it is not in keeping here

mention the abuses which are al-
leged to have been practlced against
the enganchados,., tbe treatment of
men so shamelessly that they die, the
raping of women, the deprivatlon of
the^laborers, of, any meana of bath-
ing, and the unsanitary condition of
'tn'élr hbusél-í, léá'dih^i)ri™tb aoxious
dis'easaH. ' . • • ' • " W ó s Vilantftr' w W

land promoter, writing ln the Port-
land Oregonian, says that he read my
articles with "amusement mixed with
indignation," and decided that they
were "grossly exaggerated." But he
made some admissions. Said he:

"The Mexican peón law provides
that if a servant for any reason is
indebted to his employer, he musí
remaln and work out the debt at a
wage agreed upon between the em-
ployer and the employee."

"But, Mr. Cooper, if the employe
must remain, bow can he have any
say as to how much the wage which
you declare Is "agreed upon" shall
be?

Very nalvely Mr. Cooper explains
the freedom of the peón. Says he:

"There is nothlng compulsory in hls
servlce at all. If be does not Hke bis
surroundlngB or bis treatment, be IB
at perfect liberty to obtaln tbe
aroount of bis debt from anyone eJse
and leare tbe property,"

Prora wbom Mr, Cooper? Ob,

tempted to cast doubt npon my state-
ments. Nevertheless, in the course
of the daily publication of the news,
or ln the very campalgn of defense,
both of these papera have, since the
flrst appearance of "Barbarous Méx-
ico," printed matter which convinc-
ingly conflrmed my charges.

October 23, 1909, the Daily Record
dared to print ani article from the
pen of Dr. Luis Lara y Pardo, one oí
the best-known of Mexican writers,
in whlch he admltted that my in-
dietment was true. A few Unes from
the article will Buóce. Said Dr.
P a r d o : > . -. • • - : - • ' • • • • • • < - " - 1 - ' • • > • • ' — •-

"The regime of slavery continúes

Nó pianter who.

under the cloak of
Peons are sold by

the loan laws.
one hacendado

under It can be enforced in the courts.
The slave is a slave so long as he is
working out hls debt."

Of course none of the defenders
of México admit all of my assertlons,
and all of them, naturally, seek to
minlmlze the horrors of the slave
system—otherwise they could not be
defending it. But you will se that
one admits one thlng and another an-
other until the whole story Is confess-
ed as true.

Among the American publishers
wbo rushed to the defense of Díaz
was Mr. Willlam Randolpb Hearst.
Mr. Hearst sent a writer, Otheman
Stevens, to México to gather mater-
ial to prove that México Is not bar-
barous. Vallantly dld Mr. Stevens
attempt to carry out bis trust, but ln
dealing witb tbe contract slavery eys-
tero be succeeded ln admítting moat
of the eesentlal polnts, and was oble
to defend only on tbe plea of capf-
taflstlc "necessity," Some of bis ad<
rnfsuJonB, ag tney appeared lo tbe Cos-

to onother under the pretext that tbe
money that has been advauced must
be paid. In the capital of the Re-
public itself trafile in human flesh has
been engaged in.

"On the haciendas the peons live in
the most horrible manner. They are
crowded into lodgings dirtler than a
stable and are maltreated. The ha-
cendado metes out justice to the
peón, who is even denied the right
to protest."

A widespread fear among the com-
mon people of being ensnared as en-
ganchados would argüe not only that
the system is extensive, but that it
Is fraught with great hardship. Jan-
uary 6, 1910, the Mexlran Daily Red-
ord published a news ítem whinh in-
diuated that this is true, and also
suggested one way in whish the gov-
ernment plays into the hands of the
labor snarers. Shorn of its head-
lines, the Ítem is:

"Five hundred contract laborera
Intend ed to work at construction
camps on the Veracruz and Pacific
rallroad, are encamped near Buena-
vista station as a result of their hn-
willlngness to slgn a formal contract,
and the law prohibiting their being
taken lnto another state without such
contract.

"Governor Lauda y Bscandon yea-
terday afternoon refused to grant the
request ií R. P. Davis and P. Vllla-
demoroB, slgners of a petitlon to hlm
to allow tbe laborera to be shipped
out. Wlth their wlves, cbildren, and
all tbeir worldly posseseslons they
form a motley camp near the eta>
tlon.

"In tbelr petitlon, Davlu and Villa-
demoros clalra tbf t tbe rallroad com-

knows thé real hiBtory1' of the system,
or the inside faets of the neighborlng
plantations, wlll deny for a moment
the worst stories oí the enganchado
are true.

"Plantation men do not take the
enganchado labor because they Hke
it. Ñor do they prefer It to any other,
even the lowést. But there is a cer-
taln advantage in it, as one planter
said to the writer, wlth a queer thrill
in his volee: 'When you've got 'em
they're yours, and have to do what
you want them to do. If they don't,
you can klll them.' "

h corrobórátioh from a subsi-
dized supporter of tbe system itself
would seem rather embarrassing to
those individúala who were so zeal-
ous as pubíicly to announce that my
portrayal of Mexican slavery was a
fabrication. It will be seen that-my
exposurea of TUexican slavery were not
the flrst to be circulated in prlnt; tbey
were merely the flrst to be circulat-
ed widely, and they went into consid-
erably more detall than anything
.that had gone before. The little Ítem
that I have just quoled admits prac-
tically all the worst features which
I dealt with in my articles.

(To be continued.)

% i i
John Kenneth Tnroer began last

year ln the American Magazine a trne
Btory of the^ horrors oí slavery ln
México today, where men, women and
chlldren are bought and sold, where
they are worked to death or beaten
to death.

These articles told only half the
story. It remained to show that thla
slavery IB only made posslble by tbe
milltary despotlsm of Diaz, and that
thls deapotlam Is kept fn power by
tbe ald ot American capitalista and
the United States govamment

Tbe whole story, wltb many vivid
pbotograpbs, Is now oífored to tbe
American people.

Ibe book msjr be obtatned from tbe
aatbor, 1931 Darlen PUc®, L M An-
gelai, California,
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