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Tolstoy And The
Spiit of Revolt

This week brings the arguments i
the celebrated Darrow case to a con-
clusion, and it wounld he premature to
comment on ihem before the verdict
is returned, Suffice it to say that the
opening address for the prosecution
contained astounding governmental
claims, and that at every point peeped
out the irrepressible conflict hetween
privilege and natural right. One uses
the latter term for convenience sake,]
ignoring the fact {hat both Anarchist
and Socialist writers deny that such a
thing exists, T'or my part I agree
with Stirner that a right without pow-
er {o enforce it is practically non-ex-
istent, but the question is one 1 can-
not argue here, What interests me
for the moment are sonie letters from
a man almost a8 well known as Dar-
row, in which he trics to discover the
way out, '

K oH %

Can we get out by way of revolt?
That is the question iy friend de~
Lates, both as regardg Mexico and the
world at large. e decides against
revolt, and marshalls arguments that
are most powerful, Revolt is the ap-
peal to force, and, in his opinion, the
contes! grows more and more unequal,
Tiverything in the pasf has been in
favor of the rich; everything is so to-
day; it will be worse tomorrow. Re-
volt, assassination, strikes, sabotage
and saving have all been {ried and
tried in vain, resulting only in a tight-
ening of the chain, Governments in-
crease in power; invention equips the
wealthy with both offensive and de-
fensive weapons which {lie poor can-
not command; co-operative effort
serves only to lift a few exceptionally
stingy proletarians a few inches above
the level of their brothers, Tf Anar-
chists or Nihilists threaten the pow-
ers that be it s easy to fill their or-
ganizations with spies, for the “Anar-
chist is a talking animal’® In short,
my correspondent comes 10 the con-
clusion that the one “great instrument
of progress must always he the peace-
ful appeal to men of good will”” Tt is
Tolstoy’s pasition, bhut my [riend
cansiders that “a Parliament, working
along with a free press and plenty of
platform  speaking, is an excellent
means of gradually arousing the he-
neyvolent side of human nature and
bringing about clianges as fast as, the

much opposition from Berger or Gom~
pers as it will from Taft or any other
regular party man, We need not wor-
ty our heads about that, Things do
not go by what these gentlemen ap-
prove or disapprove, but by what is
in accordance with the laws of life.
There is, however, another passage in
the same work which runs as follows:
“The passage of men from one order

| of life to another does not take place

steadily, as the sand in the hour-glass
runs out, one grain after another from
the first to the last, but rather as a
vessel that has been sunk into water
fills itself. At first the water gets in
only on one side, slowly and uniform-
Iy; but then its weight makes the
vessel sink, and now the thing takes
in, all at once, all the water it can
hold,”
A

That gives us another view of the
social question, though one connected
logically with the first, Whatever
“original” men may or may not do,
there is a collective evolutionary force
at work which finally brings things to
such a pass ihat the old vessel fills
and we have to take dnother, That
appears {o be the position today, for
it is preposterous to suppose that, in
the midst of and even beccause of
overwhelming productive power, we
can go on indefinitely multiplying mil-
lionaires and paupers. TFurthermore,
it appears to he the case that evolu-
tion works through an immense num-
her of forces one cannot label as
belonging to any special party, or-
ganization or dogma; on a scale ins
finitely larger than any particular
school of thought or action, Under
all lies the law of struggle, which is
incomparably more powerful than any.
human tcacher or body of tcachers,
* ok ok

Tremendons were the denunciations
of the modern philosophy of crime in
which the prosecution in the Darrow
case indualged, for Darrow is a noted
exponent of that philosophy. I do
not sunpose my correspondent would
class Crime among the influences that
make “peaceful apnecal to men of good
will,” vet T mvsclf am convinced that
crime is one of the world’s most pow-
erful edncational ageticies. I am con-
vinced that we learn far mote from
our failures than from anything else,
and that what apnlies to the individ-
ual applies to society at large, T am
certain that the complacency of the
vast mass of the well-to-do is proof
against all the hlandishments of clo-
quence, and that great changes do not
take place until they have become im-
perative. Tt is when the struggle on
the old lines has become impossible
that we find ourselves compelled to
think ouf new ones. Tt is when the
pressure from the masses—he that
pressure legal or illegal, moral or im-
moral—hecomes unendurahle that lazy
human nature rouses itsclf to the ne-
cessily of cleaning house, Tt is when
some one has hegun to punch holes in
the vessel, which begins to fill, that
most of us sit up. Tt is when a few
lawless hees take flight that the mass
prepares to fly. Personally T Dank
much on necessity, and T believe that
in our standing armies and navics, our
gathering host of tramps and habit-
1ally-out-of-works, our crowded jails

advance of benevolence makes (them
pnssible” “Tolstoy, unless T am much
mistaken, had no use whatever for
politics a8 an educational force,
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No subject can he more interesting,
for the “civilized” world today stands
ready to weleome change, Tn fact, in
my concepiion, mpdernisociptyfig like

the deowning maf, and T believe this |

accounts for the mulliplicity of ridic-
wlously ineffective strawh, in the shape
of remedial legislation; at which it
clufches despairingly, T have no idea
that discontent is confined to the
workingman, the Socialist, Anarchist
or I. W. W, Tndeed, T consider that
one of the most preposterous and in-
jurions delusions, due to partizan fa-
naticism and the fact that most of us
have no experiences beyond our own
necessarily limited circle. T hold that,
as a rule, character is a tremendous
{orce, for the man of character wi
continue to be a propagandist all his
life, whereas a {trifling inerease of
well-heing usually takes all the revo-
Tutionaty spirit out of the character-
less, Tn my own personal opinion the
march of what we call democracy is
causing us {o exaagerale enormously
the influence of the colleetivity, and
T say that it is hardly possible to find
an organization in which the initia-
tive of o fow js not as the mainspring
to {he watch, Tn a woard, there is
much 1o he said for the Carlylean
view, which was that “the  wortld’s
wealth is its original men. To them
we owe it {that this is a world and
not a waste,”
* %
< TTere let me introduce a quotation
from Tolstoy, which unholds Carlvle,
Tn “I'ie Kingdom of TTeaven is with-
in vou” he uses this, to me, beautiful
simile:  “Men in their present situa-
tion are like Dees that have left their
hive and are hanging on a {wig in a
greal mass, The situation of the hees
on the twig 19 a temporary one, and
absolutely must De changed.  They
must take flight and seek a new abode,
Tivery bee knows that, and wishes {0
malke an end of its own suffering con-
dition and that of the others: but this
cannol he done 80 long as the others
do not help, But all cannot rise at
once, for one hangs over another and
hinders it from letting go; thierelore
all remain hanging, One might think
that there was 110 way out of this sit-
uation for the bees; and really there
would be none, were it not that each
bee is an independent living bheing, But
it {s only needful that one bee spread
its wings, rise and fly, and after it the
second, the third, the tenth, {he hun-
dredih, for the immobile hanging mass
to become a freely flying swarm of
bees,”
BRI ]

Doubtless it was because {lat pas-
sage represented accurately his gen-
eral view of life that Tolstoy hated
government, for government always
tries to keep the swarm together and
stop the rehels [rom starting on their
flight. If the simile is a correct one
it is an unanswerable atfack on ottho-
doxy, government and all forms of
organization that compel their mem-
bers {o stick together. Tt represents

1|the future as in the past.

and lunatic asylums, ete, society is
stageéring under a load it will find it
necessary to discard, These seem to
me the really potent forces; the great
facts that talk more eloquently than
wotds; and T think that the instinct
of 1ife will accomplish ultimately what
is bheyond the power of any human
fhjlosopliy#however Jogical or glow-
ing the fanguage in which it may ex-
press itself.
! “ » *»
Tt is thelazy scason, and perhaps T
have saved mvsclf the trouble of writ-
ing a private letter. Tn trath, however,
eritical examination of such a posi-
ion as that taken by my correspond-
ent scems to me always the thing of
whiclh we stand in need. I believe
most of those who talk about revelt
de not believe in it, for hope tells a
{lattering tale and they trust that
somehow things will muddle along in
I do not
think g0, Tt scems to me that we have
pagsed through a Titanic revolution
in our conquest of the secrets of pro-
ductive power, Tt seems to me impos-
sible for the revolution to ston there.
Tt seems {o me that it must run its
logical course, not halting until it has
rescicd mankind, as a species, from
want and the fear of want. Tt seems
tn me that this implics colossal
changes, greater doubtless than the
most revolutionary of writers has yet
forescen. inally, it scems to me that
such changes can only be Dbrought
about by the primary force of human
necessity—a  force  infinitely more
powerful than Socialist parties, labor
organizations, the benevolence of the
wealthy, or all of these combined,
Necessity has forced the {ighting in
Mexico, and T belicve it will be so
clsewhere, Meanwhile  discussion
makes those it can affect more ready
10 accept and assist in hastening what
will be ultimately the inevitable.
WM. C. OWIEN,

>
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BLEEDING BUT HAPPY.

One takes it that Dr. William T
Waugh, of Chicago, is no small pola-
tocs, for he is dean of the Bennett
Medical College and chief physician
of tlie Tofferson Park Tlospital in Chi-
cago, 'T'he papers speak of him as one
of the foremost neurologists of this
country. s ’

Dr, Waugh insists that, under our
varnish of civilization, we are still
cave-dwellers, and that {he proper
thing 1o do with, at least, many wom-
en is to heat them, Tn the current
number of the “Alienist and Neurolo-
gist” he writes: “Does he pusillani-
mously weep and surrender his head-
ship, sinking into her slave? Then
for him she has only contempt. She
is not mated yet. But if he turns on
her with masculine fury, reducing her
to subjection with his fists, she creeps
in by his side, bleeding, disfigured and
bruised, but completely happy and
contented.”

It is to be hoped that Dr, Waugh
will not attempt to run for office in
California, The Democratic candi-
date for president once remarked
mildly that women are too apt to be
“led away by charm of manner and
speech.” “That is being used against

a philosophy that will meet with as him wost industriously.
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Orozco Will Not
Make Peace;
Could Not

0DO0BO6OO00C0COOO0O0OO
When American and other
plutocrats bought Mexican
land by the hundreds of square
miles did they ask what right
the vendors had to sell it? Did
they ask how it was that a few
were able to dispose of princi-
palities? Of course they did
not, They took their alleged
titles knowing them to be ab-
solutely rotten, They knowing-
ly made themselves partners in
one of the most gigantic crimes
on record. By every principle
of justice they should be pun-
ished, Most certainly they
should not be upheld by Amer-
ican bayonets,
C0000COCOOQO0O000O

Wednesday morning the bulletin
boards of the “I.os Angeles Daily
Times” carried as their leading and
hugely-capitalized item: “Agent of
the International Ieace Torum ob-
taing statement from Orozco of his
terms for ending the rebellion in Mex-
ico.” Tt is to laugh; but, when one
understands for what the people of
Mexico are fighting, it is to laugh
with unspeakable bitterness. As if
Orozeo’s word could end the struggle
of a nation for fundamental economic
rights!

Within the last week we of Los
Angeles have had a surfeit of plump,
prosperous leading-citizen—duly pho-
tographed for the papers you may be
sure—who have been conferring with
T,uis Terrazas, conferring with the ex~
iled Mecxican millionaire colony, ad-
dressing mectings and otherwise talk-
ing for publicity, to the great delight
of the well-to-do investor. Sr. Jose
Castellot, president of the Mexican
Senate and Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council of Mexican Masous,
is the latest. Ilc addressed a crowded
meeting of the Scottish Rite Masons,
August 14, with a judge in the chair
and a somewhat noted local lawyer
distributing a circular letter, begging
those present “to help put down the
rebellion and restore peace in the sis-
ter republic by refraining in any way
from aiding the rebels with moncy,
arms or food.” That is the cry of all
these gentlemen, ‘The United States
government, they all tell us, is doing
everything in its power to thwart the
encmics of the ex-rchel, Madero; but
Iet us do still more,

Col,, T*, I, T,  ITamilton is quoted,
ITe declares that “the great sum of
American capital invested in Mexico
is, in itsclf, a formidable reason for
maintaining the balance of peace”
There you have the true note; the
true cause of all this activity. lior
publicity purposed it is hrecessary to
interject an occasional word of sym-
pathy for the pcon, and drop a pass-
ing tear. Tn rcality the oratory is in-
spired by fear for the safety of our
money bags. Thus Col. Hamilton,
who chooses to speak as if Orozco
constituted the revolution, insists
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and finishes with a culogy of Madero,
‘What he emphasizes is that Madero
“cordially invites Americans with in-
telligence, energy and  capacity to
cotne to Mexico and develop her man-
ifold resources, and gives assurance
that forcign capital and property is
as safe there as in any civilized part
of the world. ‘
Others Should Understand.
At present the moneyed people
CANNOT understand, for they have
no conception of any other system
as heing possible than that which per-
mits them to invest
where they will, and get from it all the
returns the cheapcst labor available
—coupled with the greatest possible
squeczing of that labor—will afford.
But those who see through the, cruel-
ties necessarily inherent in that phi-
losophy and system; those who make
the exposure of and attack on capital-
ism their religion—such people should
be able to understand that Diaz’ pro-
posals, Madero’s proposals, the pro-
posals of Col, TTamilton, Wall Street
and the whole capitalist crowd, are
exactly what have driven Mexico to
revolt, The Mexican of today is quite
convinced that he does not ‘profit
when his lands pass into the hands of
those foreign capitalists whom Made-
ro welcomes so heartily. He is quite
convinced that Wall Street takes no
interest in his welfare except when it
believes it can get more out of him
than it has to give; and he is quite
convinced that, in the end, that is to
him a losing game. Ilec may not have
read much, but he can put two and
two together, and lie has had ample
opportunities of studying the con-
trasts between wealth and poverty il-
lustrated by the United States. Now
let ns listen to Mrs, Orozco, mother
of the rebel leader of that name. She
is living for the moment in T.os An-
geles, and, in conscquence of the per-
petual rumors that her son was about
to patch up a peace with Madero, she
naturally was interviewed. Being
asked:  “Would it not be better to
end the war and save further loss of
life?” she answered:

know that my son is frecing slaves
down there? Do you know that he is
fighting for the lands of the people,
which have beeu sold or given away
for a song to {foreigners, to persons
who have never even seen them, but
work them for what they can get out
of the country? ‘T'hat is what we are
fighting for, ‘and rather than see my
son bend to the will of Madero I
would see him dead on the baitle-
field.”
Truth Crushed to Earth.

We of the Mexican Liberal Party
have had our quarrel with Orozco,
largely because, in the opinion of the
present’ writer; he could not sce this
conflict as the advanced revolutionist
sees it—stern, uncompromising, one

that he is nearing the end of hjs rope,;

All the same as Diaz.§

their capital ]

“At the cost of liberty? Do you!

in which it is impossible to sit on two
stools, Nevertheless we fake off our
hats to Orozco’s mother. She has
said exactly what the Mexical Liberal
Party has been saying from the very
first, and the Mexican I.iberal Party
will figure prominently in histery pre-
cisely because it was the first tq say
it and has had thé courage ta stick to it
tenaciously through storm and sun-
shine. Of the latter there has been
precious little,

“Tired of it” was the title of the
“Pimes” cartoon of Aug. 13, which
represented Uncle Sam nauseated
with the contents of a soup tureen
labelled “Mexican Revolution” But
that paper, in common with the rest
of the Western press, gives more and
more space to Mexico’s struggle, al-
though it has now taken on the less
spectacular form of guerrilla fighting.
Tindless reports of such encounters,
and the confirmation of the inevitable
 failure to make peace with either
Orozeo or- Zapata, constitute the
week’s news, We are now solemnly in-
formed that the federal government
will have to begin an active campaign
(against the latter; as though, for a
year past, it had not been straining
every nerve to crush him. The Jatest
telegram to hand, Aug. 14, rcads:
“Government troops have heen de-
feated in a serics of encounters with
Zapatistas in the Tenancingo district
of the State of Mexico, a few miles
south of T'oluca, the State capital, and
rebels are in possession of all villages
in that district, according to advices
received todav.” Tn one of such en-
counters cighly ‘out of 250 federal
soldicrs were left dead on the field,
The Zanatistas are being accused of
committing gross cruelties, but such
charges should be taken with caution.
We do not doubt that the fighting is
savage.

Smuggling Ammunition,

Desnatches of the same date are to
the effect that revolutionists eluded
the federal forces at Ladura, Sonora,
and are moving toward the West
coast. Between eleven aud twelve
hundred rebels are reported as having
gathered at Palomas, opposite Colum-
bus, N. Clashes with United
States troops have occurred over the
smuggling of ammunition, and an El
Paso telegram. of Aug, 14 declares
that the rebels ¢laim thev have se?
cured large quantities, 500.000 rounds
having been got across the frontier
the night previous. U, S, cavalry
were rushed to Columbus. Two hun-
dred federals were reported as having
been defeated near Ojinaga.

August 12 brought. news of an en-
counter between U. 8. troons and
Mexicans engaged in smuggling am-
munition. One Ametican soldier’ was
scriously wotinded and one rebel tak-
en prisoner, The troops captured
about 50000 rounds of ammunition,
and smuggling was said to be in ac-
tive progress at numerous points. On

norted as having heen victorious at
Txtapa, District of Mexico, the total
loss on hoth sides being put at two
hindred dead. The victors captured
19.000 rounds of ammunition.

Orozco still remains at Juarez, on
which the federals are advancing, and
rupmor has it that he personally has
made his termasgad intends to sur-
render, but this annears to be mere
conijecture, With the end of last
week there was a most terrific rumpus
in connection with a raid by rebels
actoss the Texas horder, but only two
horses seem to have heen stolen, and
they were returned.” ‘The Incident ig
only valuable awwillugtrative?of the
tense feeling that prevails.”. o 7

Read This Carefplly.:

“Current Titerature,” which is al-
ways well-informed, has the follow-
ing highly significant paragraph re-
specting Mexico:  “Madero, has just
had the good ludk of a reprieve from

Furope. It was the influence of our
Department  of  State, the Paris

“Temps’ understands, which brought
Germany, France and Great Britain
to postpone their demand for instant
cettlement of the civil war claims.
The bill, when it is mct, must be cnor-
mous. No soconer will Madero wit-
ness the discomfiture of his focs in
the field than he must face a frown-
ing Turope. There is suspicion in
some old-world capitals that Madero,
taught by the agitation at home,
means to defv the powers. His sym-
pathies have Deen won more and mote
to the cause of the landless. ITe fecls
it to be bad policy to strive for the
triumph of those large enterprizes
which Tiurope has been financing in

the peon, Tt is feared in Paris and
T.ondon that Madero will find many
charters fraudulént and not a few
great concessions illegal. T'his policy
would involve Maderg with many in-
fluential financiers in Berlin and Lon-
don. Suppression of the revolution,
notes the French daily, will by no

means end the Mexican crisis, Tt will
simply be given an international
scone.”

That, in our judgment, is the real
milk in the Mexican cocoanut. Qrozco
may succeed or fail; Zapata may be
crushed or move to fresh conquests;
no matter, these are but incidents.
The hottom, the immovable, the im-
perishahle fact is that this is a con-
test between human rights and dol-
lars. Tt is not “about to be given” an
international scope; it has had it from
the first, /These are no battles of
kites and crows to which “Regenera-
cion” weekly introduces ils readers.
The spectacle is that of a world-wide
struggle; the slow upheavel of a pris-
tine . force that eventually will leave
{the Temple of Mammon without one
stone standing on another,

-
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If God is going to strike anybody
dead, let him begin with Ben Tillet.
Of all the misleaders of labor, he's
the worst yet, as his prayer to God
to strike Lord Davenport dead, in or-
der to help the transport strikers, in-
stills a two-fold superstition; first, the
superstition that labor can be helped
by any power outside of its own soli-
darity; second, the stuperstition that
bad capitalists, instead of capitalism,
are responsible for Labor’s abominahle
condition, with its strikes, etc. Tillet
is said to be a Socialist, If so, he’s
taking great pains to show that he has
forgotten all he ever learned from
Karl Marx. (“Solidarity.”)

.

the same day thé Zapatistas were re-

northern Mexico at the expense of

Mexicans Protest
Against Killing
Of Gutierrez

“Police kill rioter in battle with
mob.” ‘That hecad appeared in last
Monday’s “Los Angeles Daily Times,”
as descriptive of the killing of Leoni-
das GQutierrez by Patrolman Perry.
The general account given by the pa-
pers is that in trying to afrrest one
Moreno, accused of having stolen a
watch, Perry and another patrolman
found themselves in danger from the
mob, whereupon the former fired in
self-defense. 1'he “I'imes” speaks of
Gutierrez as a “Mexican Anarchist,”
and says he himself was pointing a
Fistol at Perry when the latter killed
him,

That, of course, is the police ac-
count, Mexicans tell a very different
story, and say that, in the firat place,
Moreno was being run in, as the po-
lice constantly run Mexicans in, be-
cause there is money in it. They also
say that the crowd was protesting, and
properly, against the manner in which
the police were ill-treating their pris-
oner, and that the shooting was with-
out excuse. In Los Angeles County
we still have what is known as the
“fee systemn,” and it is the parcnt of
hideous " injustices toward the poor.
More than others the Mexicans suf-
fer, and, while there is talk of getting
up a Mexican Defense League, it is
safe to predict that it will be impos-
sible to raise a fund sufficiently large
to secure adequate legal protection.
What can be done, at any rate, is to
arouse the public to the fact that the
poor, and particularly the Mexicans,
have rights. On this head an exceed-
ingly  strong f{ecling is being devel-
oped, and the following statement to
the Mexican consul received imme-
diately hundreds of signatures:

We, the undersigned, workers con-
scious of our rights and mostly Mexi-
cans, as a matter of Justice lay the
following facts before you, as repre-
sentative of the United States of Mex-
ico,

Sunday, August 5, at half past five
in the afternoon, we were in what is
known as the San Fernando plaza,
when suddenly a Mexican was seen
running from one of the side streets,
with two uniformed policemen after
him. I'he Mexican entered the “Qui-
roz Cafe” and the policemen, guns in
hand dnd without any circumspection,
rushed in and immediately began haul-
ing him about and striking him in a
manner so Dbrutal tbat from those
present came cries of: “Do not beat
him!” “Arrest him but do not beat
him!”.

On hearing this just protest the of-
ficers at once redoubled their blows
on the defenseless prisoners, and not
content with that, when the crowd
continued to cry out . indignantly
against so barbarous an outrage, one
of the policemen—the most cruel and
bloodthirsty, named Perry—drew his
revolver. and #ired' at the crowd; the
bullet finding lodgment in the head of
a poor worker who had been doing no
more thar the others were doing.
Thus we were witnesses of one of
those numecrous and savage offenses
which arc committed daily in this
dountry, solely against the Mexican

‘| workers,

; We are prepared to prove by evi-
‘denhce that the crime was committed
in tlu;Mmanner just described; and to
prove also that the story given out by
the city papers, to justify this act of
high treason against humanity, is
false and, criminal. We trust that

demanding i ithe proper quarters, and
with all cner;};t,,‘ that which we want
first of all—Justice.

-
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GOVERNMENT!S CRIMES,

Recently T visited fa Mexican fam-
ily residing in this city; one of the
thousands and thousands of Mexican
workingmen’s families that have emi-
grated to this country, having been
cxpatriated by reason of the political,
cconomical and social conditions now
prevailing in Mexico, Ilgre they live
in pitiable circumstances. The family
cousists of several young ladies and
children, and, although it came to this
country some time ago, it finds itself
isolated socially, When I presented
myself at the house a dear little boy
introduced me to his elders, among
whom 1 found not the hypocritical re-
ception customary in ordinary society
but profound demonstration of true
affection,

Who, viewing the abode of the fam-
ily in question, could doubt that it en-
joyed absolute tranquility, absolute
well-being, happiness of every kind?

My visit was an unexpected one,
but in our short conversation I learned
of one of those deeds for which the
rascals who governet! Mexico in the
time of Diaz, and still do so, are un»
fortunately only too celebrated. |
asked what part of Mexico they came
from, and they replied, Sonora. My
curiosity was exciled at the sight of
so large and fine a family without
either father or mother, and it im-
pelled me to discover whether they
were alive or dead. ‘Thereupon a
voice full of emotion replied that they
had been murdered by order of one
of Diaz’ governors, 1 felt deeply
moved by the statements made to me
by one of the sefioritas, who spoke
with great difficulty and with tears
flowing from her eyes,

My visit ended and, reflecting how
great are these “crimes,” T set myself
on foot for the humble offces of “Re-
generacion,” to denounce the punish-
ment-deserving deeds of the class that
calls itself the government; a class
consisting of a minority, stupid, gross
and haughty, which, in its blind pas-
sion for power, abuses the ignorance
and meekness of the people; seeking
to suffocate at all costs its desire for
liberty, and, above all, that economic
liberty without which no liberty can
exist. This {s the class which sur-
rounded the tyrant-murdered Porfirio
Diaz, and no less despicable is that
which surrounds his bandit successor,

your honor \g\gig comply with duty by-

Francisco 1. Madero, in its effort to
sustain governmental power and con-
tinue the martyrdom of the Mexican
people by the exploitation of their la-
bor. This is the class which alone is
responsible for the tears and suffer-
ings, physical and moral, not only of
the orphaned family referred to, but
also of the millions of human beings
who mourtt over a similar or even
worse situation,

Notwithstanding all this the parasit-
ic class of this “civilized” country is
predicting speedy intervention in
Mexico, for the suppression with fire
and sword of an entire nation which
is struggling for its economic eman-
cipation through the expropriation’ of
natural wealth—the land, mines, fac-
tories, tools of labor and all that is
necessary to life. Thus it has ever
been; when one country rebels the
tyrants and exploiters of another lay
hands on it. TForward, revolutionists!
Expropriate and set yourselves to
work producing and distributing your
products like brothers, that the revo-
lution may strength itself more and
more. But do it gun on shoulder,
and the triumph will be yours,

We must not be afraid of interven-
tion, Here there are also conscious
workers who know well that such pre-
dictions are made with the object of
protecting the interests of Americans
and other foreignetrs, who, like the
Mexican capitalists, are so many ban-
ditti, Tn anv event let us leave them
to defend their interests, and our-
sclyes unite against them., TLong live
T.and and Tiberty! (From the Span-
ish of Blas Lara.)

MORE THAN MERE TALK.

Group “Amor v Libertad,” of Cuha,
recently devoted itself to doing its
full share toward paying off the debt
that unfortunately hangs over this pa-
per; not for lack of circulation but
because of the great amount of propa-
ganda matter we have distributed gra-
tuitously and other cofforts we have
made, Fach member pledged him or
herself to contribute one whole dav’s
pay in August to wiping out that
debt, and the group issued, through
“T.a Tierra,” a call to Anarchists ev-
crywhere to take similar action. Tn
T.os Angeles “Iil Centro' de Estudios
Racionales” has followed suit, forty-
three members signing a like call and
pledge. ‘That is a live propaganda so-
cietv, holding meetings nightly, main-
taining classes and conducting a most
useful educational work,

Tt was with something of this sort
in mind that we called attention re-
cently to the action of Chinese work-
ers, who were pledging their earnings
to save their country from the clutches
of the foreign money powers.

To give up a whole dav’s pav lonks
big to the ordinary worker, TLet him
compare the proposed sacrifice with
that of the thousands who have sac-
rificed entire lives to the strugele for
emancipation—the greatest service any
human being can render the disin-
herited,  Voltairine de Cleyre was
one of them, and for that reason her
memory, like that of Louise Michel,
is revered, ‘The Magons, and scores
of their Mexican fellow-wotkers, have
heen others: to an extent which the
revolutionarv movement some dav
Wwilt anpreciate, Tf ever a story has
heen heroic it is theirs. Morcover. it
has been heroism mixed with hrains.
Tt has produced results; revolutionary
results of the most far-reaching kind,
The Mexican and American govern-

ments have known that verv well if

their working-slaves have not,

VOLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE,

We are specially asked to insert no-
tice of the Voltairine de Cleyre Puh-
lication T'und, and to state that ad-
vance orders and donations shonld be
sent to Harrv Kelly, care of “Mother
Farth,” 55 W, 28h St., New York, or
S. Yanovsky. “Freie Arbeiter Stim-
me,” 30 Canal St, New York. Tur-
ther information can he had of Mar-
garct Perle McT.eod. 78 Putnam Ave,,
Brooklyn, N, Y. ‘The circular sent
s is sianed—on their behalf—by
T.eonard T), Abbatt, S, Yanovskv. Jos.
Kucera, Mara, Perle McLeod, ITarry
Kelly and Hippolyte Havel.

Once more we exnress the hope
that the publication of Voltairine de
Cleyre’s writings will be confined to
careful selections, issued at a price
well within the reach of the poor.
Her title to recollection rests mainly
on the sinceritv of her life and the te-
nacitv with. which she struggled for
ler ideals, Tt is the argument that, as
our sense of the sternness of the so-
qm] combat grows, is becoming in-
finitely more counvincing than fine
words or platform popularity.

Voltairine de Cleyre helonged es-
sentially to the class which wishes,
above evervthing else, that the con-
tinuation of its work shall be its
monument. We state the simple
truth when we sav that, in the last
vear of her life, she came to regard
the Mexican Revolution as the most
important of all world-movements;
although possibly she may have ex-
cepted that now going on in China.
She had grasped its full significance
and understood that it would event-
uallv develop into an international
canflict with the money power.

What Is The Real
Trutthbout

Socialism?

. Among various treatiscs on the so-
cial question received recently is one
entitled ‘“I'he Truth about Socialism,”
by James B. Osborne; published by
the International Press, Qakland, Cal.
The title page asserts that it is “An
analysis of the philosophy enunciated
in the Declaration of American Inde-
pendence, as compared with the phi-
losophy of Social-Democracy,” and
the preface states that the purpose is
to remove the prejudices against So-
clalism as being un-American.

The pamphlet demonstrates, at
least, that at present we are worlds
away from those ideals for which the
American revolutionists fought; but

all Socialist literature does that, as tive potter.

'

will every political epefech delivered
during the coming presidential cam-
paign. General criticism has become
universal, and for that very reason
genleral criticism is no longer the
thing required. What we want s
analysis; explanation of the way out
of our troubles; thought instead of
hysteria, .

The last chapter in Mr. Oshorne’s
pamphlet is devoted to “Socialism and
the Amertican Tlag,” and is an at
tempt to show that the United States
banner and the red flag of Socialism
stand for similar ideals. That may
satisfy those who believe in removing
prejudice at the expense of truth, but
not those who hold that facts are
facts, whatever prejudice may say. In
fact this last chapter, with the pre-
{ace, reveals the intrinsic weakness of
the pamphlet, which, unconsciously
no doubt, secks not truth but popu-
Iarity—two very different things,
Consequentlv such analysis as it con-
tains is worthless, facts being twisted
to make the argument instead of the
argument developing naturally from
the facts,

Think how ridiculous is literature of
this type! ‘The avriter sets himself
the task of showing that the Declara-
tion of Independence is “a doctrine of
the sovereignty of all the people. That
is to sav, that the people collectively
shall be the supreme anthority”
Therefore—this is the  deduction
drawn—the enormously complicated
Socinlist Party platform is but a lat
ter-day version of the Declaration of
Tndependence, and should receive the
support of all good Americans!

No Two Leaves Alike,

Mr. Osharne scoffs at “the doctrine
of the raling class” and says it is “the
foundation for modern jingoism and
false patriotism.” Tn abedience to
science he has also tn admit that “the
argument for human equality is not
an argument against human differen-
tiation,” and has to acknowledge that
“differentiation  srems  to be 1
universal law.” which makes the rule
of man by man a folly, But whv the
word “seems”? Does nat he KNOW
that no two leaves of the forest are
alike?

Tn reality he knows it, hut he is a
governmentalist, and the differentia-
tion of life is fatal to governmental-
ism.  What kills the governmental
idea is the nerception that officials
necessarily have to treat us all alike:
that all povernmental institutions—
armics and navies, civil service, penal
nstitutions, anti-immigration laws,
municipal arrangements for adminis-
tering charity, cte.—deal with human
beings not as men and wamen but as
numbers, Tt is the worst treatment
they ever have received; the worst he-
catise it violates most directly the
fundamental princintes of life. Men
and women are individuals, not mere
numbers: not 51.357. Class B, Subdi-
vision C, in an official handbook.

MThose who drew up and signed the
Declaration of Tndependence knew
that; knew it because life then was
simnler and men had not loat sight of
basic truths. Jefferson helieved that
the less government we had the bet-
ter: all of them subscribed to what
they considered a statement of indi-
vidual rights. T.ike all rchels they had
their eyes open to the fact that gov-
ernments erash individual rights, and
thev were distinctly anti-government-
al.  What had the simple farmers of
shat dav in common with the ambi-
tints schemes of Social-Democracy,
whose persistent aim it is to establish
a bureaucracy that shall be more pow-
erful and extensive than any history
has known? *

Free Access to Land,

Mr. Osborne himself describes most
correctly the conditions then preva-
lent in this thinlv-scattered country,
for he writes: “The American Revo-
lutionists had free access to land. To-
day this is denied to three-fourths of
the population. The American Revo-
lutionist could work for himself or
find an employer.” Precisely. Mo-
nopoly had not then clutched all op-
portunities, and there was great indi-
vidual freedom. That freedom the
Declaration of Tndependence sought
to secure, intensify and broaden. Do
you suppose it meant to take it out
of the hands of the individual and de-
posit it in the hands of the officil
elected by the majoritv?

Tf vou allow yourself to be guided
bv Mr. Osharne vou will believe that
the object of the Declaration of Tnde-
pendence was to secure “the will of
the majority.” In our view when peo-
ple have dreamed themselves into the
conception that thev strengthen their
individual rights by handing them over
to the merciless mercies of the ma
jority, they have hecome ripe for just
one place the State lunatic asvium,
One might have written “Hell,” for
the terms are synonymous.

Whatever politicians, fishing fora
maijority of votes, may sav, life is in
dividual; with basic individual rights,
endless differences of capacities and
tastes. 'Those individual fieeds and
rights ery aloud for recognition, but
they cannot get it because monopoly
bars the road. Are we to overthrow
that obstacle that we may replace it
with one ten thousand times mor
destructive—maonopoly hy the State?

Liberty not Monopoly is the god,
and it will be found that wherever
government is most powerful monop
oly flourishes most rankly, Thatis
not theory but fact, and the United
States today furnishes the overwhelm:
ing proof. More and more clearly it
is becoming evident that the real en-
emy of monopoly is the anti-gover
mental Anarchistic movement, which
atands—first, last and all the time—~
for individual liberty. TFrom politic
ans, with their inevitable enthrone
ment of the majority as God, we get
only the ideal of a disciplined collec
tivity, broken to harness and obedient
to the bugle call,

Whither State Socialism is carrying
us may be shown most clearly by a
recent utterance of oune of its most
distinguished English exponents, Mt
Philip Snowden, who déclared: “Par-
liament has made working men what
they are, and it is Parliament that wil
make them what they ought to be”
There you have the unadulterated doc-
triney life, which should be "great,
good and joyous, beautiful and free”
mere clay in the hands of the legisl:
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