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About the time when these United 
States' were rcbelling against Great 
Britiain, France was starving and on 
the verge of bankruptcy, from causes 
that were simplicity itscif. Practically 
her only asset was agriculture, and 
the land had to support a coñtinually-
increasing number of idlers, whosc 
taste for luxury grew even faster than 
their numbers, They consistod mainly 
of the nobility and their enornious 
retínues, tlie office holders, clergy and 
lawyers, all of whom had multiplicd 
enormously. Their maintenance de­
pended on the peasant's toil. Tlie 
peasant hclcl the land on what was 
callee! "fief" from the land monopo 
list, and was subject to a bewildenng 
array of ducs. l'or what would seem 
to us trifling offensea he was brandod 
or brnken on the whoel, and the con-
vict galleys Wei'o always full, Espe-
cifilly was poaching pnnished mcrci-
lessly, for I lis Lordshíp's amnsement 
musí be guarded at all costs. When 
I lis Lordship ran ont of cash he 
plcdgctl his peasantry ducs to m.oney 
loaners, who fanned thom out to oth-
ers, lf the peusant made improve» 
menls the dues were raised; bul it 
seems almost supcrfluons to mention 
this, since landlords follow to (his day 
that honiieidal course. In a word—a 
nation starving, and from the simplest 
causes. On the nne haud the leeclies, 
ever demanding more and 'richer 
blood. On the other hand the uufor-
tunate palient, prayiug that they stop 
the blceding. 

In the simplest words at my com-
mand I sketch the causes that begot 
the Frenen Hcvolntion. My object is 
to compare it with what we know of 
the social question everywhere, and, 
of course, more particularly in Méxi­
co; since México also is a country 
wherein the land has becn nionopo-
lízed by a few, whose increasiug lux­
ury has called continually on the mon-
ey loaners for help; a country wherein 
the peasant has becn forced to carry 
all the burden, and has been punished 
with medieval ferocify when unequal 
to the load. What I have said about 
the leeches is only a paraphrase of 
Tolstoy's celcbnited dcclaratíon that 
the rich will do cverythijng in the 
World for the pool*, except tufe c>tíe 
thing necessary, viz„ get off their 
backs. Whether man has been living 
under the sway of Imperial Rome, 
the feudal regime or our modern mon-
cy rule, the cause of poverty has been 
always the same—monopoly by the 
few, who have crushed the many to 
fill their own pockels and elévate 
themselves to powcr^ .Namfjs,,.forros, 
of goverríment, .time^atttl place,'make 
not the slightest difference. The 
cause and the result are always and 
everywhere the same. 

* * * 
Today we all recognize that the 

Frenrh Revolution was inevitable; 
that tilinga had reached a pass where­
in slow measures of reform were like 
attempting to stay Niágara by throw-
ing pebbles at the current. As a mat-
ter of fact the ruling classes foresaw 
(he danger and strove to avert it. 
They established atr Estafes General, 
just as the Rnssian ruling classes es-
tablishcd a Duma, and for a time 
the peasant looked to it confídently 
for salvation. Thcn the peasant 
found, as the Mexicana have foitnd 
in the case of Madero, that only talk 
restillcd, and his bitterness grew 
more and more pronounced. Luis 
XVI tried a number of financial min-
isters, but they dared not go to the 
roots, and their makcshifts carne to 
nothing. The ablest and most daring 
of thcm all, Necker, finally proposed 
to tax the clergy, the nobles and the 
parliament; for, said he, most truly, 
"They alone can pay." lie proposed 
to bleed the privileged as if they 
themselves were mere pcasants, and 
that finished him. As today, the rich 
Were eager to help the poor, but they 
would not get off their backs. llave 
their bicornes confiscated and go to 
work for a living? Neverl They pre-
ferred to die in their tracks, and dic 
they did; save those who flew to oth­
er lauda for saf'ctv, as hundreds of 
monopolista have ílown of late from 
MexicO, 

* * * 
Tuto power carne the Jacobins, who 

were the counterparts of our modern 
Socialista, They worked for a demo-
cratic Stalc, thirstecl for rule and had 
no conception of individual liberty, 
Their creed was that the Republíc 
rould have only one will, which, of 
rourse, was that set out in the Jaco-
bin plalfonn, They talked and talkcd; 
Iicld conventions and cnt a tremen-
dous swathe in the annals of oratory, 
with which tinfortuualelv hislory 
mainly concerns itscif. Meanwhilc 
throats were cnt and property confis­
cated right and left, until capital, 
licaded by Kngland, forincd a Euro-
pcan coalition, which tried to put 
down the revolution; just as those 
who now favor intorveution in Méxi­
co would try to put down that sccond 
French Revolution. While the Jaco­
bins were misconducting themselves 
in París and other centers, the French 
peasantry were fighting for their 
newly-acciuired homes, and fighting 
with a courage that held Europe at 
bay. This is how they fclt, as de-
scribed by one of France's most reli-
ble writersf,'Stendhal, in his "Me-
moires sur Napoleón:" "To our eyes 
the inhabilants of the rest of Europe, 

who were fighting to keep¡ their 
chains, were only pitiable imbéciles 
or knavos sold to the despots who 
were attacking us. Pitt of Cobourg 
seemed to us the chief of these 
knaves, and the personification of all 
the treachery and stupidity in the 
world, In 1794 our inmost, serious 
sentiment was wholly contained in 
this idea; to be useful to our coun­
try." 

* * * 
Napoleón and ]iis artillery made 

short work of Jacobin rioters vapd re-
formers, just as today the gathng gun 
will put the most determined city mob 
to flight. He knocked .democratic 
poütics • sky-hígh, but the íconomic 
demands of the peasantry, which car-
ried on guerrilla warfare at ten thou-
sand points, he could not crush, and 
to thcm he had to bend. He gave the 
peasantry the land, because he had to 
give it. He not onty «ave it to them 
then and there, but, by his celebrated 
code, he made it almost impossible 
for the peasant to divorce himself 
from possession <pf the soil. So, after 
Jacobin talk liad come to nothing; af­
ter political reform had been thrown 
on the scrap heap and royalty had 
swelled to empire, there remained the 
peasant; the peasant no longer hung, 
broken on the wheel or thrown into 
the galleys, but maste^of himself be-
cause master of the sod on which he 
had beer» formerly a helpleas slave. 
Poof euough in truth, for the country 
liad been swept by years of war, but 
master of himself. As for the Jacobin 
politiclans~-they started by deeapitat-
ing a king and wound 'tip with the 
crowníng of an emperor! 

* * * 
Napoleón was no believer in equal-

ity, but he was a masterful calculator, 
who concilíated where he could not 
crush. lie crushed the city mob, the 
talkers and the politicians, remorse-
lessly. The peasant he could not 
crush and he concilíated him; eco-
nomically by gíviug him the land, re-
ligiously by making peace with the 
Román Catholic churra, for the peas­
ant was rcligious and his devotion was 
a forcé to be appeased, In fact, Na­
poleón acknowledged frankly that re­
ligión, and the "transplanting the idea 
of equalily to heaven" was the one 
thing that could "save the rich from 
bciug massacred by the poor." I have 
quoted his own words, and, by way 
of amplífication, I give the follotying 
from oné of his letters to Roederer: 
"Society," lio wrote,/ "cannot exist 
without the inequality of fortunes, and 
inequality of fortune cannot continué 
without religión, When one man is 
dying of: hunger by tho side of an-
other who js overfed, it is impossible 
for him to submit to this difference 
únicas there is an atithority which says 
to him: 'God wills it thus; there must 
be rirh. and poor in the world; but 
afterwards and for all eternity mat-
ters will be arranged otherwise.'" Na­
poleón tnay have been unscrupulous, 
but I think he understood. 

* * * 
For years the great French Revolu­

tion drew into its vortex an enormous 
proportion of the activities of Europe. 
As for it» legitímate successor, the 
Mexican Revolution, that is young as 
yet; but-vlook around you I Contém­
plate the intemational complications 
over the ownership and use of the 
Panamá canal, as they have devel-
oped within even a few weeks. ,Con-
sider the growing distrust toward the 
United States which the Latins begin 
to manifest most sharply. Are Cuba 
or the Philippines really content? Is 
,J/ai»n',plfeas;ed with our treatment of, 
hcr! as íacjially inferior, and what 
about the wolves in our own country 
who growl at the palace gates, snif-
fing a coming feast? For the present 
they ara doing little more than baying 
at the moon, but I think they are bay­
ing at her because they recognize in-
stinctively that she is rising red with 
blood. 

* * * 
It must be forty years since I read 

and rc-rcad Carlyle's "French Revo­
lution," with its declaration that the 
revolution would repeat itself indefi-
nitely until the principies that gave it 
birth had become part and parcel of 
our racial life. Those principies were, 
first, individual liberty, without which 
nothing is possible; equality of op-
portunity, yithout which individual 
liberty must remain a mere rhetorjcal 
flourish; fraternity, which, if it is to 
come at all, must spring spóntaneous-
ly from the matured manhood and 
womanhood of the other two. The 
Jacobins, like the Socialists of our 
day, thought they could forcé frater­
nity into life bv compelling all men 
to adhere to the set govcrnmental 
program they themselves adopted. 
They thought, like modern Socialists, 
that they could progress by putting 
the cart before the horse; and Napo­
león danced, as Roosevelt may dance, 
triumphantly upon their grave, On 
the other hand, the peasants went 
straight for the one liberty they un­
derstood—the economic liberty of the 
man who owns the land he tills—and 
got it, securing the substantial bone 
while the city politicians and wage-
workers were left to growl discon-
tentedly over the shadow. The lesson 
is tremend'ous, and it appües not only 
to México but to the disinherited 
throughout the world. 

* * * 
Revoliitionary movements are put 

(hfough, not by the. city worker, but 
by his despised country brother. All 
history proves it. Christíanity was 
originally a revolutionary movement 
of colossal forcé, and it started, not 
among the disputatious city Jews but 
with a,country peasant, who gathered 
round him other peasants. Rome was 
overthrown, not by her own degen-
erale population but by the simple 
TTuns and Goths, who brought wkh 
thcm the healthy appetiteS and virile 
thought of country life, The real 
acliievcments of the French Revolu­
tion were due to the country doers, 
not the city talkers;- as was the case 
recently in Russia, and as is the case 
in México todav. Even in the United 
States it is noticeable that those who 
hold the soil have carried to success 
many of the social improvements on 
which they set their hcarts, whereas 
the city worker is falling steadily into 
a helplessness more and more pro-
found; for he remains, of necessity, 
dependent on others, and where there 

is dependenpe , there cannot, ¡be 
strength. Looking acyass the border 
one sees clearly that not. from the 
proletariat of México City but from 
the rural peón must salvation come. 
Always and everywhere the city exists 
at the pleasure of the country, which 
can starve London itself into abject 
submission within a week. 

WM. C. OWEN. 

, PANAMÁ CANAL. 
. Though' silent as a clam on the 
great land struggle in México, Marión 
Reedy, editor of "The Mirror" a_nd, 
noted Single Taxer, is at least alive 
to the iniquitous manner in which 
American plutocracy is trying to cór­
ner the Panamá Canal. That is preg-
nant with intemational complications 
of the> gravest kind, and is connected 
most intimately with the Mexican 
Revolution; for México has the pro-
foundest distrust of_ United, States 
capitalism and is swinging intó line 
with her the. entire Latín race. That 
strengthens the revolution, which, 
thank you, is already fairly strong. 
Here are certain fecent Reedy ex­
traéis: 

"We are to hog the Panamá Canal 
from other nations by favoring our 
own ships. This means that we are 
to subsidize certain shipping com-
panies. Subsidy means graít." , 

"As to the Panamá Canal, the last 
word of the United States Senate is: 
'To liell with the Hague tribunal.'. 
Which is jingoism atop of bad faith 
as to treaties." » 

"Some United States folks are to be 
permitted to use the Panamá Canal, 
and some are not. But all of us built 
it with the money of all of us." . • 

"If the Panamá Canal bilí goes over 
to the next session of Congress, noth­
ing will be lost but much will be 
saved to the national honor. The bilí 
was án attempt to viólate treaty obli-
gations, a scheme to give a disguised 
ship subsidy on the one hand, and on 
the other to rip open certain railroad 
Systems with shippinít connections." 

National honor! Treaty obliga-
tionsl Those are disposed of with 
ease by the ' "Los Angeles Daily 
Times," which cuts the knot thus, in 
characteristically rnilitary fashioñ: 

"It is a par,t of the law of nations 
that a change of sovereignty--whether 
by conquest or pcaceful cession—rcar-
ries with it an abrogation of_ any and 
all treaties between, the extinct sov-
ereignty and all nations, and the new 
sovereign is not charged with any ob-
ligations incurred by the oíd sover­
eign." 

So, all one has to do, in order to 
get out of awkward contracta, is to 
swioe a weaker country. Fine moral-
ityl Great'civilizatoin! Long live the 
dove of peace.! 

HOW THEY MUST LO VE US I 
The terms of the treaty granting 

the Canal Zone to the United States 
are broad enough to legalfy permit 
our government to juggle with Pana­
má as it pleases, and even to swallow 
it whole, . * 

Besides granting to the Un-ited 
States possession oí the ten-mile-wide 
canal zone* the treaty • speeifieally 
stateá that Amerípan t'roops may be 
moved anywhere '•• in_ > the repttblic 
merely by serving notice of íntention. 
Tt further provides that should the 
United States deem the possession of 
any territory anywhere in the repub-
lic needful for the ititerests of the 
canal it may take it. Any measures 
thought necessary for sanitatitp or 
protection may be enforced in Pana­
má and Colon, the principal cities of 
the republie, despite objection of the 
municipal authorities, 

With these broad powers the hand 
of Únele Sam rests heavily on the 
land, and his word is law. ("Los An­
geles Daily Times.") ' ' 

NO HALF-TRUTHS FOR US. 
Darrow says that "in its last analy-

sis trade unionism is Self-defense," 
and that is true. But the mischief is 
that it is only half a truth, and, like 
haltoruths, extremely dangerous. The 
half-truth, most persistently implied, 
is that Labor can save itself by stand-
ing on the defense. The whole and 
real truth is that in doing so it is 
merely prolonging the life of the pres­
ent system, which it must attack at 
the very roots. Defense alone will 
avail it nothing. 

Darrow tells his audiences that 
trades unionism is a makeshift which 
must be employed until universal 
brotherhood becomes a living fact. I 
think he should tell his audiences also, 
and most insistently, that we are 
cursed with institutions which render 
the practice of brotherhood_as impos­
sible as would be jumping to the 
moon. Those institutions tbe work-
ingman must attack and overthrow: 
Every one of them is summed up in 
the word "monopoly," and Darrow, 
as it seems to me, should tell them 
that. 

Until Darrow, or others, make that 
clear we shall have trades unionism 
and capitalism cutting each -other's 
throats indefinitely; each doing to its 
very utmost the thing that shoves hu­
man brotherhood into a distance more 
and more remote. 

What has the Labor Temple crowd 
to say, for example, on the question of 
land monopoly, which holds every one 
of them enslaved, as Darrow, the Sin­
gle Taxer, knows? Nothing, abso-
lutely' nothing. At heart . it is as 
monopolistic as John. D. Roekefeller, 
and its own paper boasts of the un-
earned income it has pocketed by buy-
ing real estáte that has risen in valué. 

.—,—v_^*_«—« 
VOTE! VOTEI VOTEI • 

Vote for Wm. II. Taft, that he may 
govern you for the good of the Re-
publican machine. 

Vote for Woodrow Wilson, that he 
may govern you for the good of the 
Democratic machine. 

Vote for Theodore Roosevelt, that 
he may govern you for the good of 
the Progressive machine. • 

Vote for Eügen e V. Debs, that he 
may govern you for the good of the 
Socialist Party machine. 

•Vote for—there are.several others, 
but we -have forgotten theír ñames 
and the- story is the same. 

. , • — . . » . i. i 

One is free- in proportion as one is 
strong; there is no real liberty save 
that which one takés for oneu self. 
(Stlrnéjr.) "., ." / •' . '. 

Econóijiic Aims óf 
Struggle Finally 
Acknowledged 

O O O O O O Ú O O O O O O O O O O O 
O "To undejrstand the present O 
O situation it must be kept in mind O 
O that the revolution in México O 
O has been a do^ible-barreled affair O 
O —in short) two revolutions in- O 
O'stead of one^ Orozco in t h e © 
O north has been a representativa O 
O of the oíd system, and merely the O 
O leader of one of the factíons O 
O into which1 the oíd governing O 
O class of México was broken up © 
© by the revolution which óVfet̂  © 
© threw Diaz. < ' © 
O "Zapata, "pn the' 0ther hand, O 
© represents ári idea. He is the © 
© champion ,of the péons, of the© 
O victims óf tljé 8cherhes carriéd O 
© out by those in ppwef in the © 
© Dia'z administrador!. He derives © 
© his strength from the agradan © 
© ttoubles in México. He is the © 
O leader of those who would divide © 
O up the greají estates amóttg the © 
© peón? and mak'e Mexjco a repub- © 
© lie of small, land holders. The © 
© fact that Zapiata has attracted the © 
© peón class io his standard and © 
O that . the great landlords' and © 
© their'friends.are arrayed against O 
O him makes the situation perilous. O 
© It i s a real conflict between the © 
O classes. There is more of the O 
O real revolution about the Zapa- © 
© tistas and their movement than O 
© there is to "the other uprising; © 
©there is'less of real brigandage © 
O about it." ("Los Angeles Daily © 
O Times'.") ' s ' . O 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

The "Los Angeles Dáily Times"' 
tribute tó the strength of the Zapa-
tista branch of the Revolution, and 
the ideas that permeate it, is placed 
at the head of ithis column and given 
the honor of a box because it is a 
tribute from the enemy. Ideas re-
'quíre time in which to clarify them­
selves, but as 'time passes it is be-
coming self-evident to all the world 
that the Mexican Revolution ís not 
one of those played-out struggles to 
substitute Jones for Brown, but a 
most persistent and heroic effort by 
the dísinh,erited'to recover that from 
which monopoly has ousted them. 
"Regeneración" días insisted unweary-
ingly. that in the^ North the movement 
has been weakefted greatly by the in­
trusión of political elements, wbose 
object was place and power, but that 
in the Southern and Central States it 
has been, from the first, almost pure-
ly economic. The Northern States, 
lying nearer the border and having at­
tracted American investors more read-
ily, have reeeiwed the almost exclu­
sive attention of .the United States 
press. In reality; however, it ís in the 
Central and Souíhern States that the 
Qutcome.müst hidecided. 

Despatches t o t B f "Times," • "Her­
ald." and otherirpapers continué to 
raise alarms as*® the safety of Méx­
ico City. As the first-named puts It! 
"Slowly> b«t sufetv; the . Zapatistas 
are crowding into the State of Méx­
ico." • The telegiram from which- this 
is taken stated also that "all the gov­
ernment employes tonight enrollcd 
as volunteers and asked to be sent to 
the front tobattle against the trium-
phant- Zapatistas." The government-
employes! i . 

, Foraging for Powder. 
Under date .of Aug. 27 the "Times" 

again re-ported tense anxiety in Méx­
ico City, but the actual néws was lit­
tle beyond the fact that large bands 
of rebels were in the neighborhood of 
Santa Fe. That -is- a suburb of Méx­
ico City, and the government main-
tains a large powder factory there. 
Telegrama of Aug. 25,. from the State 
of México, reported numerous towns 
and more than a hundréd ranches as 
having been taken by the, Zapatistas, 
who .appear to be now firmly en-
trenched in the State wherein the 
caoital citv is sitúate. 

The New York special dispatch to 
the "Times" of August 28 runs in 
part: "Reports frorrrSouth México, so 
alarming as to make the danger of 
American intervention in' that coun­
try greater than ever before, have 
been received in Washington. So se-
rious has the .situation appeared to 
President Taft, that, in dlscussions 
with members of the Cabiriet and oth­
ers recently, he has expressed the 
gravest fears of necessity for far more 
drastic action on the part of the Unit­
ed States than has yet been taken in 
México. It U stated that, while the 
operations of Gen. Orozco and his men 
in Northern México ne&r the United 
States border are exasperating to_ a 
degree and injuribus to American in-
terests, the most serious phase in the 
situation lies, iri the conditions exist-
ing in Southern 'México." 

Nicaragua tnd Panamá. 
For the -moment, the invasión of 

Nicaragua—i convenientlyweak pow­
er, as was Panamá—has somewhat 
distracted attention from México; but 
fortunately, as. Ricardo Mftgon said on 
the witness' stand during his last trial, 
revolutions do nof depend on news-
papers. Meariwhilc—whatever 'that 
may beworth—a special Senate com-
mittee is investigating tile right of the 
State Department to send troops out-
side the limits oí this country without 
the tonsent of Congress. The State 
-Department is attempting to justify 
its course by pointing to the prece-
dents established in China and Pan,» 
ama! 
' It is now a crime, by Special Pres-

idential edíct, as recently authorized 
by Congress, for anyone to cross into 
México bearing .ahns. A number of 
men, identified with radical agitation 
and the I. W. W. have been arrested, 
and apparently are to be charged, un­
der this new ertlargement of the Ex-
ecutive powers.' On the fírát news of 
their arrest it (was heralded far and 
wide that they liad entered into a con-
spiracy to blowiup the Spreckels' new 
million-dollar opera house at ,San 
Diego. ' j 

August 22, in the North, rébel forces 
under Rojas and^,Campos foughtan 
indecisive ettgaígement vyith the fed­
eráis at Alamok, Five hundred were 

reportedfas haying been "involved, of 
whpm 102 'were killed,' according to 
the newspaper reports. ' • ' 
. According to all accounts, August 

23, Orozcp was hemmed in beyond 
possibility of escape. It is now ad-
mitted universally that he, Campos, 
Salazar, .Rojas, etc., are working their 
way steacüly west, and that the scene 
of fighting in thei Norfh has shifted 
to Sonora and Sinaloa. 

The suspensión of coüstitutional 
guarantees went into formal effect 
August 25. Technically it permits the 
immediate exécution of all prisoners 
6f war. Practically it places the lives 
of all at the merey of rnilitary com-
manders. 

"Ideas y Figuras," pf Buenos Aires, 
has published a- large sixteen-page 
pamphlet entitled "La Revolución Sa-
cial de México," which is well got up 
and most admirable in all respeets. 
Under the head of "Those who are 
directing the revolution" it says: "As 
for the Flores Magons and the .other 
members who are at the head of th|e 
Mexican Liberal Party, we ought to 
say that their work is distinctly as 
important as that of Zapata and the 
other chiefs who arp directing action 
on the field of battle. The purely an-
archist theories of these men have 
cleared the road in such a manner that 
the consciousness of most of the revo-
lütionists has been prepared to the 
poínt at which they no longer believe 
ih the promises, of any government. 
The hundreds of Anarchists who are 
preaching by word and deed on the 
battlefjeld have formed themselves un­
der the influence of the valiant pub-
lishers who direct the course of "Re­
generación;" and if today they are 
combating Madero and his followers 
with so much ardor, tomorrow. they 
will redouble their energies to anni-
hilate Orozco, Vasquez Gómez or Za­
pata himself, if they should alter'their 
conduct toward the people." 

"El Imparcial" reports that Zapata 
i? suffering from a tumor or abscess, 
resulting from a wound received in 
battle, but says that his activity shows 
no sign of flagging. Felipe Ñeri, an-
other noted rebel leader, has. been 
wounded serieusly. 

Expects Intervention. 
From his prison cell in Barcelona, 

Tomas Herreros, one of the directors 
"of Tierra Y Libertad," sends us a 
lpng clipping from what he terms a 
Spatiish "capitalist" paper, but unfor-
tunately he fails to give its ñame. We 
have read no better review of the 
Mexican situation. The author begins 
by warning his readers not to expect 
that the defeat of Vasquez Gómez or 
Orozco will have any effect on the. 
revolution, for it is a contest between 
"Land and Liberty," and two billion 
dollars' worth of foreign investments. 
He shows that for centuries the peo­
ple of México have always considered 
land common property, and that every 
revoltionary leader, including Madero, 
has been compelled to recognize the 
agrarian question as paramount. He 
punctures mortally Madero's proposi-
tions for buying out certain land mo­
nopolista and selling their holdings to 
the publíc. ^He points out that. the 
capitalist corjeeption of property, prev-
alerit: in the'^ütiíté.d States and other 
só-called ''adva'ncéd" epuntrieá, is di-
rectly opposed.to every Mexican tra-
dition; that American jnvestor* seo 
their Mexican holdings ih danger, and 
that this fact, coupled with an in-
tuitive ambition for still further na­
tional expansión, is inspiring them 
with a longing to annex México. He 
thinks this will be no easy task, buf 
believes capitalism will' be forced to 
make the venture, and concludes with 
the remark: "If some day you hear 
that American troops have crossed 
the Rio Grande, do-rntt be surppjjffiíby". 
The article is s¡gned'"H. Longefdck." 

"El Ahuizote," the noted comic; 
weekly of México City, has a cartoort 
representing the horror of the Minis-
ter of the Interior at the discovery 
that, one of his soldiers is studying 
"Regeneración." 

— , . » . i i 

> POSTAL CENSORSHIP. ' 
Tfte'"postoffice was designed as sim-

ply a publie utility, not as a censor 
and intruder into orivate affairs. 
Claiming a monopoly in the transpor 
tation of correspondence, it is guilty 
of the rankest abuse of opportunity 
and of confidencé when it undertakes 
to harass citizens by a system of 
sneaking espionage. We are fast 
coming to the point when personal 
liberty shall have totally ceased to 
exist in this country. By what right 
is issued this latest ¡mpudent ukase 
that young women shall not be al 
lowed to receive mail at the general 
delivery Windows in their home 
towns? It is a piece of nakedand ar-
bitrary tyranny. . . . It is high 
time that notice were taken of the 
persistent encroachments of the Post­
office Department on the rights of the 
people, and that Congress took action 
to bring the jacks-in-office at its head 
to a realizatíon of the fact that they 
are not trusted with administrative 
work in order to assume the functiohs 
of Oriental despots. (James F. Mor-
ton, in "The Truth Seeker.") 

TOO, TOO BAD! 
"Postoffice used as thevehicle for 

Socialist doctrines. The destructive 
theories of Ricardo and Enrique Flo­
res Magon have been circulated, in 
larcre packages, throughout the Re­
publie." Under this alarming head 
"El Imparcial" of August 10 contains 
the following melancholy article: 

"By mere accident the *. General 
Postoffice has found out that, for some 
weeks past, big packages, which ap­
parently contained postal cards, have 
been entering the country b y ^ a y of 
the nor'thern frontier. In one instance 
the wrapping gave way, and it was 
discovered that it enclosed pamphlets, 
bound in red, well prin.ted and com-
ing from San Antonio, Texas. 

"Each of these .^ackets was directed 
to some oerson resident in one of the 
interior States, assuredly with the in-
tent that he shou-ld distribute the con-
tents. 

"We have had one of the pamphlets 
in our hands. It contained a com­
plete Socialist preachment, signed by 
Enrique and Ricardo Flores Magon. 
No doctrines could be more subvers-
ive, for the signers advócate the re-
partition of all property,.the running 
of all industries for the benefit of 
those actually engaged in them, the 
exproprlátion of all lands and t the 
seizure of grain and all other a.rticles 
of. prime- necessity, with a view to 
forming:. an immense deposit from 
which each shall Uke what he needs 
for his owh. sustenance. Everything 
so. deposited, says the pamphlet, 
should be inyentoried by men of good 
faith, who. should be willing to render 
that service to their fellow-citizens. 

"Several clauses, in the pamphlet 
are verv destructive. The whole, as 
is declared .in a phrasc,. is directed 
against capital, against authority, 
against the cintren.'" 

"El Imparcial" oceupies in México 
very much the same position as does 
the "Times" in t,os Angeles and -eyi-
dentlv the Junta of the Mexican Lib­
eral Party has been getting unexpect-
ed aíd in securing publicity for its 
manifestó.. It seems to us alsó that 
the jokeis orr the Mexican postal sys­
tem. Of course, theoretically, the-
Mexicair postoffice, like our own, is 
supposed tó distribute, all literature, 
regardlesS of 'whether' if ágrées or 
doés not arfree with -the opinión* 
therein expressed. ... i - -. 

The fact is, and we should face it, 
that the United States is today one 
of the least liberty-observing and fi-
nancially unscrupulous countries in 
the world. It is precisely because We 
are all well aware of th»t ill-smelling 
fact that we are inflicte'd with these 
never-ending1 appeals to "Patriotism," 
for always the lady who dejights to 
sin i'nsists most strenuously on her 
unsullied virtue. 

In poütics all is notoriously cor-
rupt. The press universally admits it 
and laughs cynically. To say of any 
one that he is "a regular politician" 
is to imply that he is hopeiessly clis-
honest, and the man in the street in-
variably so understands it . . 

In the administraron of affairs by 
these corrupt politicians the vital 
principie of individual liberty is the 
iast thing that entera into anybody's 
head. It "pays" the policeman and 
the country constable to make arrests. 
I t , "pays" the prosecuting attorney 
and justices to secure convictions. Tt 
"pays" government to extend its func-
tions by trampling on individual 
rights; for thereby the power of the 
politicians is increased and their ma­
chine made more omnipotent, It 
"pays"—pays us, the people for the 
moment in power—is the only argu-
ment that can get a hearing. 

In business our wholesale manu­
facture of millionaires and the meth-
ods by which they have acquired 
their wealth are so notorious that it 
is needless to demónstrate that hon-
esty is practically extinct. Thus the 
one great bond that can hold a So­
ciety together—mutual confidencé—• 
has been cut into a million fragmenta. 

We have had an enormous and most 
fertile country to.develop; and for 
that development we have had at our 
command all the resources that hu­
man ingenuity has elaborated in un-
told centuries of ceaseless toil. Never 
did arty people come into so rich a i 
heritage, and we have used it as a | 
grab bag. The very existence of those 
resources,' and the fact that our popu-
fatiem, speaking ati infinite Vatiety óf 
tongues. has been íncapable of com-
bining for defense, has rendered the 
United States the happy hunting-
ground of the financial pirate and the 
political assassin. 

This world is full of thoughtful peo­
ple, and it will be hard to find any 
among them today who are not pre-
dicting for tbe United States colossal 
smash. 

SAME OLD DEBS. 
In his speech of acceptance, Debs, 

Socialist Party candidate for Presi­
dent, calis Roosevelt "the most dan 
gerous man in America." Naturally, 
because Debs is a politician fishing 
forj'tjhe vote, which Roosevelt threat-

THEIR CLOTHES FIT tflM. 
Roosevelt has swiped a good half 

of the Socialist Party platfonti»-
swiped it almost verbatim; body, soul 
and breeches. Naturally there ¡S a 
terrific howl, and the Socialists ate 
hurling at him all the various syno-
nyms for thief. Who is the real 
scoundrel? We say, unhesitatingly-
"the Socialists." 

Roosevelt has stood, openly and 
from the very first, for State Social-
ism; for government taking over the 
lands, streams, forests, etc.; fot the 
government increasing its powers and 
authority in every possible direction, 
He has been perfectly frank about it, 
and he could not do otherwise than 
copy the greater part of the Socialist 
platform; for he wants what they 
want. 

On the other hand, the Socialists 
have not been frank, but unspeakably 
deceitful. Finding the publie afraid 
of this enormous increase of govern-
mental power; finding the people dn-
bious as to the wisdom of handing 
over additional authority to the cor­
rupt politician and the neartless ofíi-
cial, they have veiled their designj 
by raising innumerable side issues and 
employing a phraseology earefully 
calculated to confuse the ordinary 
man. Roosevelt—whom, as the per-
fect type of State Socialist, we abhor 
—is doing fine propaganda work by 
tearing off the veil. 

Roosevelt wants government ofíi-
ciáis to have their finger in every pié. 
So do Berger, Debs, Ilarriman and all 
the rest of them. 

Roosevelt holds that only by mak­
ing the State the one monopolist can 
you bring prívate monopoly to terms. 
So do Berger, Debs, Harriman and all 
the rest of them. 

Roosevelt would bring into exist­
ence an army of official Czars. So 
would Berger, Debs, Harriman and all 
the rest of them. 

Roosevelt is, at least, outspoken. 
Berger, Debs, Harriman and all the 
rest of them are not. 

None of them is honest enough to 
admit that individual economic liberty 
—gained by the abolition of the land 
and money monopolies, on which all 
the lesser ones depend—would render 
private monopoly impossible and save 
us from jumping out of the frying-
pan into the fire. 

. • • 
DEBS—FIFTY CENTS. 

Eugene V. Debs will show at the 
Auditorium, Los Angeles. Sept. 6. 
Admission fifty cents. The price 
asked obviously cuts out the proleta­
riat, but vaudeville is in considerable 
demand at present and doubtlcss the 
management knows its business. We 
leam that about a thousand Mexicans 
had intended to be present, since they 
want specific information on certain 
points. As it will cost them five hun­
dred dollars they may change their 
minds, 

ens 
lf ibeibs were what he ought to be, 

an honest educator, he would wel-
come Roosevelt, since the latter is 
scattering broadeast the very doc­
trines Debs professes-. 

Both men want to increase the pow­
ers of the central government incal-
culably; both want to render it prac­
tically omnipotent, by making it the 
center of the nation's industrial life; 
both, for this reason. are the very bit-
'terest foes the workingman can have, 
because the stronger the government 
the more difficult will it be for the 
workers to rebel. 

Roosevelt and Debs are peas out of 
the same pod, but Roosevelt is the 
sounder. He at- least spits out his 
thought, whereas Debs is a finished 
Jesuit who conceals his tyrannical am-
bitions under a torrent of fair-sound-
ing words. 

. • » . 

LINCOLN OUT OF DATE. 
"Inasmuch as good things have been 

produced by labor," said Abraham 
Lincoln, "it follows that such things 
of right belong to those whose lat>or 
has produced them. But it has hap-
peried in all ages of the world that 
some have labored_ and others, with­
out labor, have enjoved a large por-
tion of the fruits. This is wrong and 
should not continué. To secure to 
each laborer the whole product of his 
toil, or as nearly as possible, is a 
worthy object of any government." 

So said the, great emancipation 
president; nevertheless you will no-
tice that the wrong he declared 
''should not continué" has done so, 
and in an increasing ratio, during the 
fifty odd years that have elapsed. 
Pious sentiments alter nothing, and 
Lincoln's speeches on the labor ques­
tion were nothing more. He; believed 
"Government" could and would put 
Labor in possesion of its own. Since 
then we have learned better. 

. . • . , , 
Surrender your individual right of 

revolt into the hands of the local ma-
jority, who will hand it on to the ma-
iority of the local comrrjittee, who will 
hand it on to the majority of the local 
district committee, who will'hand it 
on to the majority of the national 
committee, who will hand it on to the 
inside ring that actually turna the 
trick. Good God I What a philosophy 
on which to build a revolution I 

Whoever will be free must make 
himself free. Freedom is no fairy's 
gift to fall into any man's lap. 

By virtue of ordinance several 
hundred thousand and something, the 
front portion of each Los Angeles 
street car is reserved for smokers. 
For that reason it is usually monopo-
lized by women, so well-groomed ánd 
—apparently—TrrniaWe—rtart -ntr*-tmt 
vetíturés to disturb them. What a 
picture of the world at large, in which 
the very prosperity and smiling self-
possession of the monopolist frightens 
the shcepish worker from claiming his 
seat! 

I heartily accept the motto "That 
government is best which governs 
least," and I should like to see it 
lived up to more rapidly and system-
atically. Carried out, it finally 
amounts to this, which also I believe: 
"That government is best which gov­
erns not at all;" and when men are 
prepared for ,it that will be the kind 
of government which they will have. 
(Thoreau.) 

^*- . 
The Bethlehem charity institution, 

of this city, has sent us a circular, 
asking our aid. Its letter-head carnes 
the quotation, "A Man's a Man for a' 
that," No, he isn't. A Man is a Man 
only when he oceupies the position 
that becomes a Man. When he hasn't 
a single human right he daré assert: 
when he is a creature for whom bread 
and clothing and shelter must be 
begged, he isn't a Man at all. One 
does not know exactly how to de­
scribe him, for there is not another 
living thing in such a situation, 

• » • . 

"That Roosevelt convention should 
be photographed." 

"Probably it was." 
"It will be a great curiosity." 
"In what particular?" 
"Sammy Gompers was not there de-

manding a few crumbs for the labor-
ing men." ("The Coming Nation.") 

• • . 
INTERNATIONAL BALL. 

Don't forget the ball at Burbank 
Hall, Saturday, Septembcr 21, The 
objeets are excellent and the attenii-
anee should be good. Tickets only 
twenty-five cents. 

• • • . 

SEND US ÑAMES. 
You can assist trreatly by senditij 

US the ñames and addresses of those 
to whom it may be worth while to 
mail sample papers and other prooa-
sranda matter. 
O O O O O O O O O O O 0 O O O O O Q 
O "In the ñame of the workers O 
O of the United States we protesto 
O against the use of the men and O 
O money of this country for the O 
O protection of the so-calledO 
O 'American' interests in México. O 
O We assert that neither the gov-0 
O ernment ñor the people of the O 
O United States have any property O 
O interests in México; that the O 
O speculative Mexican ventures of O 
O a ring of American industrial free- O 
O booters give us no warrant to jn- O 
O terfere with the political destiníes O 
O of the country, which they have O 
O invaded upon their own individ-0 
O ual responsibility." O 
O (Extract from official protest O 
O against United States interven-O 
O tion in México, issued in March, O 
O 1911, by the National ExecutiveO 
O Committee of the Socialist Party. O 
O Víctor Berger, one of the sign-O 
O ers, subsequently denounced the O 
O Mexican rebels as "bandits," and O 
O the party at large did its best to O 
O boycott the revolution.) O 
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