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What Has Driven
Mexico to Revolt

“We were twelve in family and my
father was administrator of the ha-
cienda. Everyone of us worked; in
fact, the having so large and useful a
family procured my father his posi-
tion. It was an immense hacienda,
about 200 miles long by 150 broad.
‘We raised huge crops and had cattle
by the thousands. Employed from
300 to 500 peons. Tull grown men
got cightecen and boys some twelve
cents a day, Mexican money. They
had to buy everything at the™hacienda
storc and they were cheated fright-
fully, 1 know, because I was brought
up in the store and kept the books for
years, ‘How much did I get? Why,
nothing. The family wds expected to
give its scrvices gratis. How much
did my father get? TFifty cents 2 day,
the lise of the house we lived in and
a measure of Indian corn that kept us
going for the week. All worked from
sunrise to sundown, and after. The
owner of the hacienda was very rich,
he was a deputy and a religious fanat-
ic, having a chapel attached to his
residence, which we were all com-
pelled to attend. I hate the friars. 1

hate land monopoly. I hope the peons |

will get possession of the land, no
matter how much blood is shed.”
kX

Such, 'in substante, was what I
learned from a Mexican, who is flow
professor of mathematics. How he
managed to scramble out of the bog
of poverty would take too long to tell,
and this is not the place to recount
the military and clerical campaigns
that resulted in Mexico, once the
home of free land, becoming the hot-
"bed of monopoly. But my imagina-
tion comjures up the picture of the
helpless peons rounded up daily for
their task; sees thern waiting their

depend the press—daily,
weekly and monthly—wiil profess the
deepest sympathy with human suffer-
ing, but never will it venture to lay
bare the cause of suffering, because
every subsidiser and advertiser_would
fake immediate flight. It is not a
question of individual vice or virtue
on the part of publishers, any more
than labor troubles arise from Gom-
pers’ good and bad employers. Itisa
question of institutions; of the entire
economic fabric being so constructed
that those who wish to survive can
adopt no other course. The thought-
less public tumbles over itself to pat-
ronize papers that cut the price, not

deeper and more degraded prostitu-
tion. )
* x

Such being my convictions, I was
astounded when I read the editorial,
“The Lazy Louts,” in “The Los An-
geles Record” of January 26, for it
gave the whole snap away. Not as to
Los Angeles, for that would be too
much to expect, but in South Africa.
That is about as safely far away as
one could get, but fortunately we all
understand that what holds good in
South Africa holds good also in
Southern California and» Mexico.
Gravitation works regardless of arti-
ficial barriers, and land is land, wher-
ever it may be. The explanation of
how, it is that the unlettered Kaffir,
who never heard of Karl Marx or
Henry George, has the intelligent,
twentieth-century italist on his

realizing that it is encouraging even |

division of their landed holdings, in
order to provide home plots for the
indigent peons;” and toward the end
of his review are these significant sen-
tences: “Socialismalso has invaded
Mexico, where it was first known as
Magonism, and has had a wide spread
among the feon class, who only un-
derstand that it treats of a redivision
of all lands among the people, . The
outbreaks in the south and southwest
of Mexico are.due directly to this
propaganda. They have called them-
selves Reyists, Zapatists, Gomists, etc.
—yet, in fact, their flag is in all cases
the red flag.” .Berger and Socialist
papers please copy.

- * ok K
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I may add that “Collier’s” writer
thinks poorly of Madero’s prospects,
for he offers the following advice:
“The one chance of Madero is that he

temporize with the people until he has |.

reorganized and augmented the army.

Let him then quietly disarm all the|

ranchers and also prohibit the intro:
duction of ammunition into the coun-
try. I he will do this, and then be a
benevolent despot to his people, he
will have saved them from them-
selves.” It is always ungracefh to
say “I told you so,” but I cannot help
remarking - that “Regeneracion” on
various occasions emptied the vials of
its wrath on Debs and the Socialist

Juare TTOODS

For Zopafa -

American Lives

Cavalry Hurried to the Bbrder' .

Sensatlonal Report cf

‘ Clty Proves False

As yet, apparently, Mexico City -is
not under attack, but the fedéral gar-
risbn at Juarez Cny has"revolted and
is in full possession of that most im-
portant point. This is dccording to
telegrams in all the Los  Angeles,
morning papers of Feb, 1, ~

.The “Los Angeles Evening Herald”
of Jan. 31—a paper which boasts of
the immense circulation it has attained
—dlsplayed on ﬂ.s front page a highly
iom Mexico

press, because they proposed to give
Madero and his descendaiits a century
or two while organizing I3bor and
classes for the study of “Socialism
fmm the Utopian to the Scientific.”

the Socialists to be sin-

knees, is also the explanation of why
it is that “scientific” Socialists, with
surplus value and economic deter-
mination on their tongue's ends, are
starving by the thousands. The Kaf-
firs own their lands.
*x o

“The African World,” described as
“the organ of the white investors in
the Dark Continent” tells the sad
story to a sympathetic world; as the
organs of the white investors in Mex-
ico will be telling it ere long. “Our
shortage of labor,” it says, “is an eco-
nomic one, having its root in the’ sys-
tem of Jand tenure by natives.” Those
worthless wretches, it appears, prefer
pottering about on their own reserva-
tions to going down a few thousand
feet into”the bowels of the earth to
dig out gold for the benevolent for-
cigner. So, there you are; the proud
capitalist is on his knees, and on his
‘knees in vain. The same thing hap-
pened in this country-and in, Australia
during those earlier and ruder days
when iree land was plentiful; - Let us
Unless we

turn at the 'y ; gives
me a snapshot of their crossing them-
selves as they entered chapel to wor-
ship the God of Love, and shows me
their lord and master solemnly en-
gaged in making laws for the protec-
tion of the people. Thinking all which
over I pulled down my copy of “Pro-
gress and Poverty” and turned to the
quotation: “To whomsoever the soil
.at any time belongs, to him belong
the fruits of it. White parasols and
elephants mad with pride are the
flowers of a grant of Jarid.”
P

All this was twenty-five years ago.
My Lord has gone to his account and
his son and heir, having sold out to a
foreign syndicate, now lives in Paris.
But the peons are still there, They
still gaze daily over milés of fruitful
soil in which they can be buried only
by the courtesy of alien owners; for-
eigners, located they know not where,
still issue orders through superintend-
ents whom the peon must obey if he
would eat. Naturaily, as a good Amer-
ican, you feel certain that, with men
of the Morgan, Rockefeller, church-
going type in control the worker is
trcated bettcr' but one cannot he]p

that the 1

should have that dreadful thing, a rev-
olution, it will never happen again in
Southern California:
PR

Once more the magazines, which al-
ways open the ball, find themselves
compelled to admit that conditions in
Mexico are deplorable. The grand
march has been started by the “World
To-day,” with two alarming articles,
and “Collier’s” has stepped into line.
Believe me, they are far too wise to
talk as frankly as “The African
World” has talked. They speak of
the “illiterate and unmoral plebiscite”
—for when you wish to cover up thé
truth you should always use big
words; they say “it will take at least
another generation of earnest educa-
tion and true political fatherhood
(this was the Debs ) to

cere-Madero can give them cards and
spades in, statesmanship. He has not
let the grass grow beneath his feet.
He is setting conscription at work,
that he may have an army of 350,000
at his back. Look out! There is go-
ing to be a row. What we have heard
up to this time was only the orchestra
tuning up.

WM. C. OWEN.

—_————
PRECIOUS TIME LOST.

“Le Libertaire,” of Paris, which, in
striking contrast to its contemporary,
“Les Temps Nouveaux,” has shown
from the first a keen appreciation of
the importance of the Mexican Revo-
lution, has an admirable article in its

issue of Dec. 30 on the_danger of in-|

tervention by the United States, It
believes, in agreement with. the opin-
ion often expressed in these columns,
that there will be intervention, which,
it adds, “would be, in reality, annexa~
tion. - The chains of the Mexican
slaves, half-broken at this moment,
would be riveted once more on their
miserable flesh with terrible force. It
is not possible that" Europe can know-
ingly lock om,at the per

Clty, headed: ‘fZapatas rebels hem
in capital on three sidés." The text—
which must hive caused many Ange-
lenos a sleepless night, owing to fears
for the safety of their friends and in-
vestments—stated that “Zapata's rev-
olutionary™army surrounds this city
on three sides today and the situation
is dritical. General Zapata, at “the

head of a strong force, is ‘marching.|

from Morelos, declaring he intends to
storm tlie city and make President
Madero a prisoner in his palace. The
rebels control the southern, eastern
and western sides of the city.
have cut telephone "and telegréph
wires in those directions.” . The de-
spatch stated further that'a battle had
been raging all day at Catalan, with
heavy loss of %fe, and ended with the
words “the federals were driven
back”

That sensational news is mot con-
firmed by the morning papers, but
they all agree that a train containing
several , well-known Americans was
captured yesterday by Zapatists at

Cuernavaca, ‘which is about twenty|

wiiles from Mexico City. It is believed
that the captwes are confined at Tres
Marias, and the American colony is
reported as greatly agitated. Itis.also
reported that Santa Ana, only three
miles from Mexnco City, was sacked
by the Zapatists, Jan. 31, two boys
being killed.

The revolt at Juarez City is of the

such a- monstrosity. But to prcvcnt
it there must be agitation, and much
agitation, for too muv:ll time has been
lost already.”
—_————————

Writing on the increased Social-
Democratic vote in Germany, Marion
Reedy, in “The Mirror,” explains that
the Socialism which has triumphed is
not that of Marx but of Bernstein, the
opportunist, who i{ “more like an ad-
vanced English Liberal” Even.that
understates the truth, for Lloyd
George and his immediate following
are far more _advanced ‘than the So-
cial-Dq begin to

bring them to a point where they may
be safely allowed to wield the ballot;”
and the writer in “Collier's” regret-
ingly reflects-that “public opinion in
Mexico is a sort of Pantagruel affair,
and largely a matter of the belly, If
you feed me I see and sing all your
virtues. If 1 get no material food
fram your hands you are a traitor, a

and a tyrant- to be

subber, the tobacce plantations of
Mexico have written some ugly his-
tory during the past few years, to say
nothing of the Cananea mines, the
Rio Blanco cotton mills and a hun-
dred other instances that could be
cited. Moreover, there are many per-
sons nowadays who hold it as an ax-
jom that of all employers the corpora-
tion, guided solely by its ledger, is
the wosst. At any rate, this much is
certain: The Mexican worker is at
present more furiously discontented
than he ever was before, in which re-
spect he finds himseff in Jine with his
fellow-toilers throughout the world.
* % x
As half-truths are the most danger-
ous of lies, 1 consider our so-called
* public press the worst enemy of pro-
gress. It is so by the very law of its
existence; for, selling its goods to the
public at less than cost, it is forced
to depend on subsidies and advertise-
ments, thereby putting itself in chains
to those who pay the bills, The myth
of a clergy devoted solely to making
this carth a heaven of peace and mer-
cy is pretty well exploded. Few peo-
ple now imagine that the lawyer ex-
ists to bring about the reign of justice,
” but the grotesque fallacy that the
press is free is held by millions and is,

expunged.” Alas! My own brain is
so degenerate that I applaud that atti-
tude, thinking that if politiciins can-
not make us better off we should cut
them out as useless.

* * *

Nevertheless the “Collier’s” article
contains some risky admissions which
1 reproduce, for they will carry more
weight than could anything that I my-
self might write. Thus. we are told
that “Madero’s friends are the loyal
regular army, all thinking demgcrats
and the great mass of the proletariats.
The first will support him as the legal
head of the Government; the second
so long as he retains 2 modicum of
real democratic tendencies (the writer
refers evidently to ballot reforms, in
which the masses take no interest);
the third so long as they still hope
that he wxll spht up the holdmgs oi
the H. d
materially alter the nnfnrtunatc con-
ditions of the poor.” But that is what
Madero will not do, for he is in the
hands of his family, which owns five
million acres, and he has been telling
the peons that their salvation lies in
the exercise of—frugality.,

* K * &

Furthermore, says “Collies’s” man:
“The land barons do ngt want, nor

thercfcre, the most deadly delusion of

will they willingly tolerate, any sub-

be. Reedy adds that the alleged vic-
tory “can be called Socialist only by
stretching the term so that it will
include many things not Saclal:shc at

» | aminer”

first i and it will be remem-
bered that it was the capture of that
point fen months ago that led to the
dethronement ‘of Diaz and the eleva-
tion of Madero to'the presidency. Ac-
cording to-all reports the entire gar-
rison mutinied, its first act being to
imprison its colonel, Augustin Estra-
da, and to lock in the jail the chief-of
police, ” Augustin Gallo. The rebels
then seized all arms and ammunition,
and ‘sent men south to blow up the|"
railroad tracks between the city and
Chihuahuz and Mexico City. Shortly
after the outbreak the Mexican Cen-
tral passenger train from El Paso,
bound for Mexico City, was held up
at Juarez depot and all Americans
were sent back to-El Paso. .
Foreigners in Flight,

“According to the “Los Angeles Ex-
d h fifteen had been

all and some things dnti.

—————

THE STONES-WOULD CRY OUT.

Apart from those caused by cold
and hunger two direct killings are
now charged to the textile strike at
Lawrence, Mass., a strike that is 2
disgrace to the entire American na-
tion, for it has its taproot in the tariff
swindle. One of these Killings was
by asoldier, who bayonetted a striker.
The other was by an unknown hand
and resulted from general rioting. Of
the former.no judicial notice has been
taken. For the latter Joseph Ettor,
leader of the textile strikers, is in jail
with “murder” against his name and
bail refused. According to the head-
lines in “The Los Angeles Times,” he
is accused of having incited the mob
by “preaching Anarchy.”

We of “Regeneracion” know some-
thing of Joseph Ettor, both by répu-
tation and ‘correspondence, and we
have every reason to regard him as a
first-rate man, thoroughly sincere, ac-
tive, capable and We ask

killed, two of whom were Americans;
foreigners had fled to El Paso, and at
1 o’clock a. m,, Feb. 1, there was still
much disorder, but the customs house
had not been attacked.

Four troops of United States caval-
ry were rushed to the border imme-
diately from Ft. Bliss; guards were
stationed at the street and railroad
bridges, and at the two smelter
bridges a mile west of El Paso. Ref-
ugees were assisted in their crossing
of the bridges and river fords.

According to thé “Examiner” Gen.
Pascual Orozco, who has been one of
those on whom Maderoselied most
implicitly, recently tendered his resig-

nation as commander of the Juarez|-

garrison, but was induced by Madero
himself -to retain his position until
March 1.' Col. Estrada is-.a close
personal friend ‘of both Madero and
Orozco.

The garrison mutinied to shouts of
“Viva Zapata.” In the and

They

-]as a military necessity, the suspension

DGSGIT Madero

| Jmpardiied " aund

Advance on Mexxco

-, N

of arms, ammunition and all war ma-’|
tetials, is prohibited for three months.
This decreé takes effect from today,.
and its object, unquestionably is to
deprive the Zapatistas “of war sup-
plies; for it is indisputable that, some-
where and somehow, they obtain
them, If it were not so they would
have exhausted their artillery by this
time, whereas, on the contrary, it
scems that, after many months of
fighting, they are as well equipped as
on the day whcn they began their
sanguinary careér. The article adds
that, judging by the amount of ammu-
nition eXpended by the ‘Federal
troops and rurales sent against the
Zapatistas, the' latter must have shot
off several hundx,;_ed thousand cart-
ridges, and ‘that they could not have
acquired ammunition in such large

ities from the ies, hacien-

dent Madero's orders, there were
handed over to him $40,000 and 2 new
armament for all his people. Having
received this he rose in arms against
the government, paying.no attention |.
toits supplications that he shonﬁ de-
sist.”

Proverbially alf is fair i lr.we and
war, but one.cannot belp reflecting
that Salgado had no confidence in the
stability of the government and pre-
ferred to take his chances with the
rebels, or that he was so convinced
of .the .merits of the revolutionary
cause as to feel justified in fighting the
government with every weapon.

Since the escape of all the prisoners
from the San Luis Potosi peniten-
tidry-—a matter that excited much
consternation, inasmuch as they at
once attiched themselves to various
guerrilla bands—there have been oth-
er jail deliveries at widely scattered
points. “El Pais” gives particulars of
one. at Zacatelco, State of Tlaxcala,
according to which the governor of
the jail put himself at the head of the
refugees, who proceeded to “burn the
public archivés, sack stores,”. etc.

From the Far South,"

“Nueva Era” reports that a rich
landowner of Pichucalco, State -of
Chiapas;has risen against the govern-
ment, and that he has a force of 200
armed mén behind him. Also from
Tabasco come reports of middle class
uprisings. The questions at issue
seem to be merely political, but they
add to the swelling tide of revolt, to
say nothing of the fact that the armed
followers ‘probably will devote their
arms - to the _revolutionary- cause.
These two Statés are'at the exfreme
South, of Mexico, bordering on Hon-
duras, and from thém hitherto . has
come ‘littlé revolutionary news. -

ording to.“El Diario” of Jan.

das and private residences they have
seized. ' “El Imparcial”, remarks fur-
ther that the source of their supplies
still remains an “impenetrable -mys-
tery,” and that the government has
never been able to.capture a single
one of the convoys of arms that find
their way into the ‘Zapatista camps.
“El Monitor,” the Roman Catholic
daily of Chihuzhia, under date of
Jan. 26, has a long article justifying,

of * constitutional . guarantees. It re-
cites the story of the warnings |ssued
to leaders and the troops d

25 “the situation with respect to
strikes. became totably worse yester-
day'in the Smes of Puebla and Tlax-
cala” -

From the mnumcrable ‘accounts of
guerrilla’ raids I~ plck ‘the following,
reported by “El Diario” of Jnnuary
21, as of the class likely -to make
tfquble in a near future: “The ha-
cienda of San-Marcos, State of Guer-
Terrd,has been'the victim of the bar-
barity of the Zapatist m,ahs, who have
perpetratéd there onme-of their hair-
raising’ cnme& and’committed another.

against Zapata, and comments: “In
spite of all this Zapatism 'is afoot,
buoyant, despite persecution, “insolent
in the propaganda it is making, terri~
fying by its contiriuous extension and
by ‘the ruin, desolation and death that
follow ‘in its- footsteps. It is a brig-
andage unique in our national history,
which is affecting numerous interests,
is taking away the credit of and con-
fidence in the government, and is able
to spread. itself .in-many parts of the
countty.” - N

“El Heraldo Mexicano” of Jan. 25,
in an article headed “The key to the
Zapatist problem,’ reports the arrival
in Mexico City of an Indian deputa-
tion from - Ahuehitetzingo, State of
Puebla, charged with the duty of in-
terviewing Madero, that the govern-
ment may restore to them lands of
which, as they allege, they have ‘been
depnved by ~wealthy landowners,
‘dgainst whom they complaih most |
bitterly.” ‘The report says: “They
declare that tlie sole cause of Zapat-
ism is ‘to be found in the abuses and
vexations of which, they are the vic-
tims at the hands of the large land-
owners, who have used toward them
the measures of the Inq\usmon and
treated them like. beasts, with the re-
sult that they. have become tired and
are on the point of assuming an ag-
gressive attitude, They say further
that the purpose that has induced
them to come for a conference with
the President of the Republic is that
the matter may be dealt with pacifical-
1y, without the necessity of resorting
to arms.” Enlarging on the question
uf Zapzusm they add that it will not

ished with the dis
arfce of Zapata, since those who group
themselves today beneath his banner
will follow tomiorrow that of some
other who, ¢onfronting the hacienda
owners, shall persist in the return to
the lowly of the lands of which they
have been despoiled.”
Using the Government. *

Last week we' referred to the fact
that Salgado had come to terms with
the government, as stated in our is-
sue of Dec..9, “but only on the ex-
press stipulation that the land should
be restored to those he represented.”
Among thc Mexuco City press notices.
we had ing Salgado

shortly before the outbreak a hundred
members _of the garrison had been

this guestion: If Christ could look on
at such conditions as those now pre-
vailing in Lawrence would he not ‘re-
peat his immortal saying that “even
the very stones would cry out?”

 ——————
Lloyd-George has declared . that

there are twelve millions in England
on the verge of starvation, and two

millions actually starving.

The itémized record compiled in
this office shows that more than sev-
enty “places have been captured by
the Zapatists within the last week. ' In
addition to minor skirmishes there
were forty-nine encounters that might
be desi

“By decree of the Executive, dated
the 20th of this month,” says “El Im-

parcial” of Jan. 22, “the importation

i

was the following: “The most dan-
gerous feature in Jesus H, Salgado’s
propaganda is that he is preaching
that the land and'its products belong
to the peasants”

he begged ‘that he m:ght be admitted
into the rurales service, “to aid in the
destruction of brigandage.” The pe-
tition was granted and the result is
given in “El Pais” of Jan. 19, as fol-
fows:" “At this date the aforesaid

men; for, a shott time ago, by Presi-

When Salgado gave in his adhesion |

Mexican Revolution|

Salgado has two hundred well-armed |.

of “their - berl, illegal . assaults.
The" Zapatists presemed themselves at
the hacienda: referred to, which be-
longs T an -American . company,
sacked: it,  set - the property afire, |
burned the miynicipal archives “and
those of the civil fegister, and com-
mitted the rest of theit mvanable Hl-
[legalities.” -

. Note, above all, the irequency with
whlch these. Zapatist raiders burn the
pubhc regords ‘that -give the. proprie-
tor the fight to collect his rent. Henry
Geotge himsel could have had no
gieater contempt for title deeds to
real estate.

-~ Not..Governmentalists.

Happily, as-we. consider, conserva-
tion of forests according to the Roose-
velt-Pinchot plan, des not find favor
in the eyes of the Mexican country|
folk, who consider-that free land and
government ownership are very dif-
ferent things. Recently, on the ad-
vice of the Department of Agricul-
ture, forest lands in the neighborhood
of Ajusco, Atlapulco and Jalatlaco, in
the Federal District; were decreed
government property. “El Imparcial”]|
of January 18 devotes much gpace to
the vigorous protest of six” thousand
Indians, who exhibit documents
showing that such lands have ‘be-
longed to them and their forefathers,|
from time immemorial.

The present writer may be pardoned
perhaps’ for stating that he feéls
strongly on this subject because some
twelve years ago he found himself in
Alaska, an absolutely wild country in
which' wood was the first necessnty
of life. 'The Canadian

{|of insurrection.

Edid by ..
WILLIAM C. OWEN
Latest News from

Juarez and the

Capital
. pl .
Accardmz ta the 'E1 Paso dupﬂdi
to the “Lop Angeles Evéning Her;ld,”
“Juarez is today a seething maelstrom
Four troops of the
'ourth United States cavalry are
lined up along the international bor- .
der and the troopers are eager for~.
the word to cross and rescue the
Americans who, this morning’s news
says, are.shut up inside the adobe
walls of a building in the main busi-
ness district of the Mexican city.” -
The “Herald” still persists that
Mexico City is surrounded by Za-
patists and reports that a volunteer
party, composed of Americans and
other foreigners, has gone in search
of two American women said to have
been captured yesterday while en .
route from Cuernavaca. |
The United Press despatch to “The
Los Angeles Record” réports fifteen
dead in Juarez, two of whom are
Americans, as the result of a battle
waged for hours betweén the- loyal
federals and the rebels. It says that, -
so far, there has been no breach.of -
the neutrality laws. The “Record”
contains no news from-Mexico City.
The “Loos Angeles Express” reports
all wires leading south as cut, bridges
destroyed, to check the advance of
troop trains, and scouting parties sent
out by the rebels. It says the rebel’
leaders express themselves as having
[ ng, fear of attack, as the garrisons at
‘Torreon "and Chihuahua revolted Jan.
31, This it is impossible. to confirm-
owing to the severance of communica-
tion, s -

————————n -
- I. W. W. LOCAL PROTESTS.
~We have received from the Press
Committee of Brawley Local, I. W.
W., a strong protest against the ac-
tion of the authorities in Imperial
Valley, who, it is charged, are bent on
running all members of the organ~- ~
ation out of “the district. It is
claimed-that jury trials have been re- -
fused and that men are either rail-"
roaded to the county-jail or put across
the line, by connivance with the Mex-
ican oﬂicials“ The latter is tanta-
mount to- condammng thum to death,
The-case of E. F. Lefferts of the
Brawley local, is cited"as an instance
of unjisst imprisonment, ‘he having
been artested at Imperial for vagran-
cy afid‘given thirty days, alt.hough he
had just completed work ‘on one job
and was about to-begin on another.

The protest-ends with 2 firm declar-
ation that the I. W..W, does not in-
tend to allow ‘itself to be driven out,
and an agpeal to all members to join
and’ axd it in resistance. .

———————

SURELY THE FIGHT IS ON.

. Madrid, Jan. 20.- (Special despatch
to “El Diario.”)—The tribunals have
decreed the digsolution of 408 work- ~
ingmen’s sociéties in different Span-
ish towns, considering that they have
éxceeded their authorized functions.”

We are compelled to take the fore-
going froni .2 Mexican paper, because
our American press does not pay. any
attention to trifles of that kind. Lists’
of the presents at-Mrs, Thingumbob’s® .
wedding, or what. the Duke of Con-
naught thinks of the New York cli-
mate, naturally crewd’ them out.

C——————— v
THE ONE SURE BASIS.

Kropotkine has sent an open lettér _
to “La Tietra,” of Havana, which
runs, in part: “My. sympathies are-
with your weekly, which is making 'a
fine campaign on behalf of ‘our “Span-~
ish and Mexican ‘brothers. - Yes, dear
Comrades, the land is the basis of
every revuluhon, of the advent of So-
cialism, of A Whenever the -

having adopted the . State-Socialist
theory that the forests belonged to
the government as the people’s repre-
sentative, he and other miners had to
pay stumpage for every cord of wood
they cut to as rascally a set of officials
as ‘ever looted a community.” Appar-
ently the Mexicans see through that
transparent swindle, and not the least
of the service their revolution is ren-
dering the world lies in the exposure
of this class of sham. It is under the
stress of .really serious conflict that
people look bengath the surface,
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vevolutionists fail to occupy them-
selves with that important question—
the land for the cultivator, the Com-
mune—they may be sure that the rev- |
olutmn will be lost »

“For ages they have been taught by
word of mouth-and by the lessons of -
daily expenence to take no thought
for the ‘morrow; they have been
trained by the government and coun-
selled by their church to look to oth-
ers for all things needful;.to put their
trust in ‘princes and ,powers, visible
and inwsihle.”—("Russim Traits and
Terrors.”) .
Whatever economlc change is
wrought must be such as the people
In their present state of comprehen-
sion can understand and' make use
of. -And we see by the reports what
they understand. They .understand .
that they bhave a right to be on the °
soil; & right to use it fer themselves;

a right to drive off the.lnvader wko
has robbedl them; to destroy land.

‘marks and title-deeds; to lgnore the.

tax-gatherer and his demands. Ang, :*
however primitive their agrioultural
methods mey be, one thing is sure—
they are more economical than any-
system that heaps \lp fortanes by h-
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