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Better Death Tha
Hopeless Savery

The Mexican Revoluhon has
reached the point at which it forces
an unwilling world to look facts
frankly in the face. The first of such
facts is well illustrated by the ac-
count given in the “Los Angeles Trib-
une,” March 3, 1912, of the arrival in
Los Angeles from Sonora. Mexico, of
the daughters of a wealthy landown-
er. They fled in haste across the
border and said, qmte innocently:
“\We have almost 100,000 acres of land
in Sonora, and the peons wish to con-
vert it to their own uses.” That sim-
ple statement i3 typical; represents
what is going on, and will continue
to go on, throughout the length and
breadth of Mexico—unless, indeed, in-
tervention should wipe out the nation.
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From a Washington despatch to the
“Qil Record” I take the following:
“In Chihuahua the Mexican landown-

‘ing aystem is illustrated in its fullest

power, In that State Don Louis Te-|2
trazas (one of Diaz’ prime favorites)
has succceded in laylng his grasp on
practically everything worth owning.
He is said to be the largest landowner
in the world. His wealth is estimated
at more than $100,000,000. His con-
sent is necessary before the humble
citizen—if the inhabitant of Chihua-
hua can be called a citizen—can bor-
row a cent of m_ney or buy a piece],
of property. He believes in retain-
ing all possible perquisites- for him:
self or his family. When he is not
acting as governor, onc of his sons is.
—Some authorities have estimated his
holdings at 5,000,000 acres; others at
triple that figure.” The despatch goes
on to state that “in all his eighty-one
years he has been a sterling patriot,”
and “has always paid the greatest
deference to the church.” The Juarez
rebels got hold of one of this grandee’s
sons, March 2, and clapped him into
jail, releasing him on payment of §2,-
000. Many will say he got off cheap.
- * *

The “Los Angeles Daily Times” had
the almost incredible stupidity to pub-
lish as its prineipal cartoon, Feb. 28,
a sketch of Diaz luxuriating in exile
with a strong-box labelled “$60,
000" at his feet. “Almost mcredlble
stupidity” because that cartoon .ex-
pressed, with a few strokes of the pen-
cil, the whole case for. the overthrow
of the system against’ which Mexico
is fighting. Every one who saw that
cartoon, or reads about it, under-
stands instantaneously that Diaz was
a thief, and that he got his millions by
selling the national heritage to cap-
italists—Americans and others—as
criminal as himself. Presumably the
“Times” tried to mend matters when
it published a cartoon, March 2, in
whieh Diaz was represented as weep-
ing over the misfortunes of his ¢oun-
try. Diaz is not weeping. He has
his millions safely tucked "away, as
have many of his fellow pirates. Luck-
ily they could not cart away the land,
and that is being retaken, and will

"continue to be retaken, by the peo-

ple — unless, indeed, intervention
should wipe out tbe nanon.

The “Cabfornia Soc:al-Democra
has an editorial in which it calls the
attention of American workingmen to
the fact that Mexican competition is
playing havoe with their wages. It
says that “in Texas the Mexicans are
-working for as little as forty-five cents
a day,” and adds that “this starvation,
wage is the direct reflection of the
standard of living in Mexico.” Oh!
Lame and impotent conclusion] Not
because: Mexicans have been used 'to
the misery implied by forty-five cents
a day; not because they wish to sell
themselves for a starvation wage; not
becausg of any voluntary self-denial
bave such conditions developed, dbut
becatise the land has been stolen from |,
beneath their feet and they have been
rendered homeleu outcasts.
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It may be tlm, before hnlsbtnz its}.,
course, the Mexican Revolution will |5

inflict punishment on those who, to
the accompaniment of tortures’ from
which a Spanish Inquisitor might well

have shrunk, expatriated a race 50} -
truly noble aa the Yaquis; it may be} . - -

that another moble race, the Mayas,
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Jthe surface, the revolut:on r'ec,ogmzes
. government as’ -1tsAmost deadly foe. 3

ent, cons:denug th aniv
against ' existing - condmon
:epmals have; been' astonist
It xs agamst nauve ‘fﬁcxal that‘

The peasant knows. that- his govern-r :
ment- is  barring lnm from access™ ‘to'}.
the land, and reeogmzes that iag? hxs
governmcnt grows “weak - it becomes
casier for ‘him to _satisfy. his’ vntal :

need. Never again” will“he’ welcome
a strong” govcrnment, and';we may be

sure that throughout “the: world
disinhérited are ‘making. .mxlar'
flections, They ‘note- the: unwavermg
fidelify with which: govemments rally
to the support of " -money,”. and they
.| more than suspect” that thexr own in-
terests and those_ of’ the money: power
are not “identical. On- the Tand; ques-
tion, and on the even more; mrportant
and Jess understood govemment ques-
tion, the ‘Mexican Revolution:is mak-©O.
ing these unnumbered mlllxons ‘think: | O

They say Mexxco is- feudal
many ways it xs, but we oarselves are |@
feudal. ‘At one time it was: supposed O, 's¢
that the great French Revoluhon *had |©Q
killed feudalism, but today we! know
that it srmply took the larger form of |
capitalism, since the . preposterous "de- |9,
lusion that it is sens:ble or just -to'| )
permit- the powerful to “annex .the (O~
globe remained. untouched Since the |O"
days of ‘the French Revolutxon ‘the |@
world" has done much thmkmg, and
has d:scovered that ‘the power of. the
purse may prove far: deadlxer to- ‘hu=
man happiness than ever was the pow=
er of the sword. We waitt: happmess
and do not willingly. tolerate instita-
tions that make happmess tmpossxble.
Under such institutions Mexico .obvi-.
ously is suffenng, and Mexico- has un-1 <
derstood. - It is not very: différent.in |-}
the United States. and. Europe, and
there also the pcople begm ‘t0 under-
stand.

Mexico may be. trusted to make her. dence m

own revolution, for she has: stepped
into the world-wide fght with unex--
pected vigor. She is tnred of: raking
out chestnuts for capitalism to swal-
low. She is tired. of the. landlord
burden, and if -it-be written:in the
book of fate-that Mexico’s lands are
to be tilled for absentee propnetors,
that -her ‘mines are to be worked" for
stock exchange gamblers and her\ for-
ests and streams. exploxted for .the |’
benefit- of the-idle rich—if; ;this’ _be
written in the book of fate, then Mex- |
ico will be inhabited by some other
race that shall be content to repro-
duce on her soil those slavish mequal-
itics beneath which we ourselves are {
plunging to our own Nxagara._ TN -

treatmg tl;e ty
rate, ‘Diaz
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Words have not made the. Mexlcan
Revolut:on and words will 'not un-

- make it. It is the child of intolerable |
conditions, and only when those in-|
tolerable conditions have. passed away
wilt its career'be ended. No nation’
should’ consent to being. stretched on |1
the rack’ as Mexico has been, and no}a:
one should msh it to consent.: Every
nation must force from itg throat the
hand that strangles it, or:it must: dxc. K
Thereaiter its fragments may be seen
pmably beggmg their. bread.in: for-
cign ‘lands, . starvmg on the cbanty of
stronger races’ and adding mcalculably
to.the sum~of human misery whlch it
is the task.of the wise and courag- J
eous to- abohsb R

#,'Lt *

Look back a'.century " and reflect
how gigantic . would have ‘been: _the |
gain had the- Powers investigated the 3
causes of the French Revolut:on m—
stead’ of hurrying to’ repress it~ Con- %
sider how they created the warnor of
the’ age, Napoleon, ‘and how Europe :
swam in the blood that marked histei=}:-
umphs.: ‘Consider that all the demo-]
cratic: ideals on which this conntry
prided itself, and .expressed in its ‘im:
mortal ; Declaratxon of Independence,.
strove to embody: themselves in the 41
French ‘Revolution and were erushed
by the mailed- hand ‘of privilege. Con- Ch
sider that the:great thought -of.hu-:
man_ equalnty“had “sprouted:and was.}!
nlpped in the bud; that the world had
risen,; for* tlte first” time. in 'centurxes,
to a real conception of fraternity, and|®
that fnterm‘ty was smothered -under.
the ‘weight' of ATmS; that hberty,
once the sonrce and crown o life, w
the flaming- asmrahon of th

was chol:ed in: her, cradle.

may mete out to its opprenon some

. s % S .jr l the B é m nt would have n

A wxse gentleman:is'




	r1658.pdf
	r1659.pdf
	r1660.pdf
	r1661.pdf



