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Püllíng Wires To 
Work The M e 

"Mexican Revolutionists establish 
ARMED CAMP in Los Andeles." 
Last Saturday morning fonnd cnunt-
less groups staring pop-eyed at the 
btilletin boards on which ihe "Los An­
geles Daily Times" is wont to adver-
tise ¡ts Sunday wares. The more rot-
ten the goods the more screnmtng 
needed to get thcm off the connters. 
In this instance one could nnderstand 
the blood-red letters, coveríng half 
the boards. 

* * * 
"Rebe! lieadqiiarters for Los Ange­

les? Stipoosed emissaries oF beads of 
Mexican Revolution take over oíd Or-
phans' Home to honse present El 
Paso Junta—Money aopears pouríng 
in—Army may be drilled here—Con-
viets directíng?" Thus ran the head-
líncs whích adorned this precious 
story. The man who had to write 
them knew it was a fake, and sprinklcd 
hís label catttiously with nueries: with 
"supposed." and "appears," and "mav." 
He acted loyallv. at least: he did hís 
best to gtiard bis paper against libel 
actíons—civil and criminal. 

* * * 
The entire story was ¡tii a similar 

vein; for example: "Tt is further 
stated tbat the local Junta, comprísíng 
SGOO men of fighting ace COh! that it 
were truc!), is back of the deal and 
that ere long the tread of martial feet 
wíll renound throngh the ancíent and 
amolé halls of the oíd struetnre."— 
"There appears to be plenty of money 
(Agaín. would that ít were true!), but 
wherc ít comes from is a riddle, Wall 
Street? Entina Goldman?"—"Yaquis, 
comes the whísDer, are employed as 
rnnncrs to and from the Los Angeles 

•headejuarters and McNeil's Tsland." 
And so it ran: a couple of columns, 
with cuts, on the editorial front page. 

* * * f 

What happened, of course, was this. 
Either the "Times" liad an early tip 
that exceptional trouble was brcwíng 
in México, or its nose for news scent-
ed the coming storm, Accordingly it 
sent a repórter otit to get a Mexican 
story: a story that must be full of lo­
cal color. He was not to get the faets, 
bnt he was to lav on the color, tltíck 
and lurid. He did not trouble to in­
terview tbe Junta. H e did not bother 
hímself to look me HP, althoitgh my 
own sober and truthful áccotint of the 
matter, as given in last week's "Re­
generación." had been printed and dís-
tributed. He did not want the faets. 
H e watited to spin a sensational yarn 
•from í!ie homelv material that the 
Junta had rented pretníses at $100 a 
month. to carry on a work of educa-
tton. H e span his varn all right, and 
otit of a number of intclligcnt persons 
with whom I have since conversed 
tbere was not one who did not. say it 
fillcd him with dísgust. Several told 
me thcy had láckcd: the patience to 
read ít to the end. 

* * • * 

, The incídent is absurd, bnt it has íts 
seríous sídes; one of which I can exetn-
plífy thus. Recently I was showíng 
Los Angeles to a somewhat celebrated 
author; o n e : for whose work the 
"Times" wotild willingly bíd hi^h. 
Looktng down on the cíty from. íts 
heights I pointcd otit the wealthy sec-
tíqn, and also the large and hideous 
área whereon the unhappy alien is 
forced tp pig it. I added the senten-
tious reflection that, after all, Los 
Angeles' true tragedy was not the 
physícaf conditíon of her slums, but 
the mora! and intellectual barrenness 
of nearly half a millíon persona, whose 
readíng is practically confínéd to the 
sensational ¿concoctíons oí Hearst and 
Otis. - M y ; companíon agreed most 
cordíally, ' Wha t thoughtful man 
would í not? ;Wha t man with any 
sense pf the jenormous responsibility 
of the press would not? 

* * * 
There ís another and stíll more se­

ríous side. on which T shall dwell at 
somewhat greater length, since the 
lesson seems badly needed. Otís, as 
Otís and propríetor of the "Times," 
can do the Mexicans no harm. But 
Otís, eggíng on thc atithoritíes and 
lyíng to them, can be a seríous danger. 
He can set the real powers in motion, 
and T write these línes to show that 
the individual rich man ór corpora-
tíon. as stich, is not the true peril that 
confronts us. Our never-ceasing rísk 
ís ín íhe governmental machinery they 
have the influence to start ; the unjust 
suspicíons they can arouse against an 
enterpríse t o which they may be hos-
tíle; the spíes and detectives thcy can 
set upon its track; the legal chicanery 
with which they can- hárass it; the 
thousand and one pítfalls with whích 
thcy can bestrew' its path. It is" 
through Authoríty, egged on by the 
unscrupulous, that all the Chr,ists are 
crucifíed; it is as rcbcls against Au­
thoríty that they are made to suffer. 
In the pícture of the cross the rebel 
ís thc central figure, thc thieves being 
entírely siibsidíary. The pressure to 
the deed carne from the rich. whose 
privileges. were threatened. The deed 
itself was done, and had to be done, 
by State Authoríty. * * * 

If governmental machinery for the 
invasión of México were non-exístent. 

done with increasing freijuency as the 
struggle grows. 

* * + 
What we actually have in thís coun-

try today is State Socialism; more 
highly developed, I helicve, than in 
Germany ítself. It is tht; one colnssal 
danger Liberty has to face, and he-
sirie it our peril from the individual 
rich is insígnificance itsclf. Tt is not 
the man hímself T fear, bnt that ugly 
revolver he is pointing at me. with 
his finger on the trigger. The vast 
array of bayonets and legal network 
with which plntocracy has hcdgetl ít­
self Ís what filis the reflective with 
alarni. The Bastile H A D to he over-
thrown hefore the great French Revo­
lution could begín to clean out the 
stablcs of feudalism; the Brítish 
troops H A D to be con quered by 
Washington hefore the United States 
could struergle into índenendent 
birth; the Russían and the Mexican 
peasant cannot satisfv his natural and 
prooer hnnger for the land his labor 
malees productive, because of this 
Cerberus of Government which keeps 
the gate. Contest for the enormous 
powers conferred by Government, on 
those bolrl and unsertioulons enotigh 
to irraso them, is making the streets 
of Mcxico City at this very moment 
one pool of blond. Tt is the verv sit-
uation that Herbert Spencer, Tolstoy, 
Mili, practically all the great thínkers 
of the last generation. foresaw and 
analyzed so clearly. Unhappüv this 
country is fnll of dreamers hlind to 
faets: thnuglitless emotíonalists who 
know only that they themselves are 
drowníng: fanatics who cannot see a 
situation as ít actuallv is and who 
have constructed an all-Government 
TTtopía ont of their own ílark interiors. 
That their conclusions fly in the face 
of all faets, past and present, does not 
worry them one whít. Only when 
thev have faced the bayonets, fonnd 
their heads aching from the clubt or 
been thrown ignominonslv into jn.il, 
do thcy begin to see a lifrht. 

WM. G. O W E N . 

T R U E DESPOTISM. 

Any newspaper or periodical, biisi-
ness man or woman, can be dc-
prived of the "prívilege" nf the use 
of the maíls. without a hearing of 
their own defence. on secret diarges 
made by enemíes tn secret spíes, and 
without thc right of a hearing in any 
court. Do yon think thís a right to 
give ANY publie servant or depart-
ment of this Government? 

Have vou any idea that Ít wíll be 
«sed solely for the orotection and 
good of the people? Those who nave 
dared to protest publicly have hrought 
on themselves fhe full malíce and as-
sault of such powers. Seldom híivo 
thex escaped with their property, 
health or even their lives. 

To ctare to protest against these 
conditíons, and the certaín rapíd loss 
of all true liberty and personal free-
dom, is to set as certainlv ín quick 
motion the powerful agencies of súp-
pression, ruin and sitence, vested ín 
thc hands of federal bttreaux through 
a vast national spy system, secret 
indictmeiit bv federal grand juries at 
the behest of federal officials, follow-
ed by certaín ruin, the conffscatíon 
of all pronerty and resonrees, federal 
receivershíps, fraud orders, the^ deprí-
vation of the sccond-class prívilege, 
and. if possible, the drívmg thc pro­
testar to suicide. The citizen who in-
cura the malíce of a petty pubüc ser­
vant in federal employ has, as has been 
aptly statcd, "about as much chance 
as a tallow-lcggcd rabbit chased 
through hell by án asbestos dog." 
CE. G. Lewis. in "Woman's National 
Weekly," St. Louis.) • 

M exican Notes. 

invasión or jviexico were iiuii-e*i»ieii_i. •. 
Otis and Hearst míght howl their 
heads off and *ve should laugh at 
them. If the Magons and other mem-
bers of the junta were not shut up in 
one of those infernos in whích Gov­
ernment delíghts, ít would not matter 
ín the least what journalistíc whores 
might write about them As it is, 
their liberty under parole is threat­
ened seriously, and the time-deduction 
to which good behaviour would en-
title them may be clípped by an Au­
thoríty against which there is, prac­
tically, no appeal. The competítíon 
of the "Times," or a thousand fake 
stories published in its columns, could 
not dríve "Regeneración" out of busi-
ness. But the "Times" may whisper 
in the ear of the Postal Authorities, 
and we may find ourselves in diffi-
cultíes of which we never dreamed. 
It has been done rcpcatcdly toward 
papers hostile to privílcge; it wíll bc^ 

T H E D I V O R C E M I L L . 

Bishop Johnson, hcad of the Epis­
copal Church in Los Angeles, is, we 
venttire t*o think, about as conserva-
tive as they make them. Imagine our 
surprise, therefore, at finding him de-
liveríng hímself thus, in the ."Los An­
geles Record." with regard to the in­
creasing number of dívorces: 

"They show." said the bishop, "that 
the marital unrést is just one outerop-
píng of a svstem that is marked bv a 
nerfect índifference to human rights. 
The unrest incídent to our economic 
and social lífe expresses itself ín many 
ways; marital ínfideiíty and cruelty is 
one of them. 

"Tu a social stafe where one man 
has a great deal more than he needs, 
and in which vast wealth is in sharp 
contrast to great poverty, the sense of 
obligatíon, whích ís so vital a factor 
ín character, is diminated. 

"The man wíth the money, having 
always been allowed to disregard the 
rights of others, naturally dísregards 
the rights of hís wife and family. His 
philosophy ís that he has a right to 
anything he chooses, íncluding as 
many wíves and tándems as he can 
pay for. 

"Among the poor, the sense of ob­
ligatíon ís crushed out by the thonght 
of the hopelessncss of any^ effort and 
thc worker . finally comes to ask, 
'What is the use?' 

."Most of our social evils, among 
thcm the marriage and divorce evil, 
are due to removing from part of the 
men of the world, the necessity for 
useful labor. Thíngs come too easily 
to a fraction of the people, w h i l e t h e 
great masses are shorn of all things 
that make lífe pleasant and agree-
able." 

At ^hís poínt the reader wíll pícture 
the bishop as a revolutioníst, and nat­
urally the "Record" ínterviewer 
pressed eagerly for more. What he 
got was a recomrnendation to vote for 
a bilí postponíng marriages after the 
licensc has been issued, and an opin­
ión that health certificatés should be 
requíred. 

Such is the Church, Do you won-
der that straight and vigorous mínds 
despise her? 

There are two classes of workers: 
one composeci of the producers of 
wealth, and one composed of those 
who work the producers. The latter 
división, known as the workcr-work-
ing class/ís ovcrly well represented in 
thc Socíalist Tarty. ("Progressive. 
Unionist.") 

Evcnts in México City, dating from 
Feb, 12, have thrown Llie revolution-
avy movement throiighout the coun­
try into darkest sliade. That, though 
it may» he only for the moment, was 
inevitable. The exísting regime in 
México—the rulepf money—has been 
a .Gnllivcr attackcd incessantly by 
Lilliputinns, inflicting day by day a 
thousand weakening scratches. The 
attack on México City is a hcart-
thrust. The metrópolis is the center 
of finalice, one of the world's great 
capitals. the gathering-point of a 
thousand international mterests. 

The daily press is covering the 
story so completely, with special re-
ports, sensational headings and pro-
fuse íllnstration, that it is useless here 
to gíve the details. At this writing 
—Eeb. 13—thc battle between the 
government forecs and the _wouId-be 
govemment forces is undecíded. To' 
hazard a rash gness. it appears to us 
that delay works in favor of Madero. 
Oovernments almost invariably have 
reserve but scattered forces which 
thev can rally, if giren time. Mean-
whilc hundreds, and oerhaps thou-
sands, have been killed—that one or 
another set of men may RULE. 

Tntervention is the one crucial ques-
tion, of which, at last, all the world 
is talking. In lhe pamphlet entitled 
"The Mexican Revolution," publish­
ed by this paper more than a year 
ago, it was stated most precisely that 
intervention or abstention from in-
tervention would depend exclusively 
on the comnarative safety or .ieopardy 
in whích foreiern caoitalist interests 
might find themselves. Nearly a 
year ago Orozco could have seized 
México City, and. presuming he would 
do so. we anticipated immediatc in­
tervention. Later it appeared proba-, 
ble that Zapata \vou1d take the city, 
and, had he done' so. United States 
troops would have been lauded as 
fast as warships could have carried 
them. The present attack has shown 
that United States prenarations for 
invasión have never slackened for one 
moment. 'Six men-of-war, each car-
rving some 700 men, are now hurry-
ing 1o the scene. The authorities ad-
vertise thc fact that they can throw 
35,000 men ¡nto the country withín a 
fcw days. 

That they wíll do so is stilí, of 
course, uncertain. Everything de­
penda on the otitcome. of the present 
fíghting. Should Madero be tritim-
phant, he may acnuirc a brief léase 
of further power, be ablc to restore 
order temporaríly. and be allowed, 
therefore, to retain his positíon as 
capitaüst watchdog. On the otl\er 
hand, Díaz may win a cnishing vic-
tory and be accepted as satisfactory: 
for he is a military man, the son of 
his únele, whom he even talks of 
brínging back to México. Plutocracy, 
which is anvthing but anxious tb take 
the unDOptilar and' risky step of jn-
tervention. may give Diaz a trial. 
But he wíll have to make good. H e 
will have to Tcstore order, and wíth 
the iron hand. Do you think he can 
do it? Do you súpoose he can suc^ 
cecd where his strikingly-able «ocle 
failed? Do you imagine that thc 
Mexican of today is the submissive 
creaturc he was two years ago, or 
that all thís fightiug and propaganda 
have gone for nothing? 

Glimpses of the Past , 

Let us turn back to the record, for 
just a moment. Mcxíco, havíng oyer-
thrown the- clerical and military pow­
er, and crushed the infamous invasión 
by Maximilían — fostered by thc 
church and military and supported by 
Napoleón III—fell nnder the rule of 
Diaz. I t was, ín 1876 that he seized 
México City, having made two pre-
viously unsuccessful attempts. He 
reigned for thirty-four years; reiemed 
by terror, as a military dictatór. Taft. 
Roosevelt, all the great Mot?uls of 
society as now constituted, hailed him 
as thc Man of Destíny; and suddenly 
he was flying from the country. The 
gronnd had fallen beneath his feet; 
srathering discontcnt, growing en-
lightenment and an íncreased sense 
of the moustroiis social iniusticc for 
wlu'ch he stood. had caved it in. The 
injustice rcmains; the gronnd is 
shakier than ever, and Prívilege wíll 
have a Herculean task when tryíng 
to re-make ít. 

Meanwhílc, the propaganda has 
gone on; conducted—not by profes-
sional revolutíonísts. many of. whom 
have shírkcd and crawfished niost ig-
nominiously—but by thc growing ín-
tellicence of the common people of 
the United States, who are beginning 
to nnderstand that Wall Street is not 
the uníverse; thafr the world is not a 
pícee of horseflesh. to be auctíoned 
off to the highe-.c bidder; that land-
grabbers, and land speculators, and 
absentec vampyres, who drain the 
lífeblood of the masses that they may 
live in ídle luxurv. are not indispensa­
ble blessíngs, without which the so­
cial machinery could not be kept in 
motion, but unmitigated curses, who 
throw themselves dírcctly across the 
path of progress and forcé us to ad-
vnnee through seas of blood. 

That is the Mexican questíon. Méx­
ico is writing—most unfortunately in 
blood-red letters^—a gigautic lesson 
which thc world is beginning to un-
derstand. and which infinítely larger 
evenis soon will forcé it to master, 

Thc propaganda has gone on, along 
thc lines indicated, and, if interven­
tion by thc United States should 
come, there will be great opposítíon 
to it ín the United States itself. Pos-
sibly, awed by thc Government, the 
opposítíon may fear to speak out as 
it would üke t o speak, but—it will 
there, waiting for another, immedíatc 
and stronger opportunity. Mean­
whílc, even ín Los Angeles, so deep-
ly and infamously interested in Mexi­
can landgrabs. opinión ís mtjch di-
vided. The "Tribuno" and "Express" 
are Otis ' great rivals. The former has 
been cartooning landgrabbing plu­
tocracy without merey. The "Ex­
press" yesterday published the fot-
lowing editorial: 

Against Intervention, 
"Wc can easily get into MexícO. 

Wc might have a hard Job getting 
out when the unwelcome job was 

over. The American pdventurer asks 
too much when he demands that to 
protect his mine or cattle ranch, we 
send American youtli over the border 
by thousands to be slaughtcred in the 
mountain defiles and desert stretches 
of México. Better that some Ameri­
can property be laid waste than that 
a war with México be undertaken, Am­
pie time has elnpsed for the reason-
able protection of Ufe and .México 
must be held strictly responsible for 
the acts of her bandit artnies, but in­
vasión can come only as a nntíonal 
calamity forced upon -us in the last 
extreme. We can make better use 
pf Americgn citizens than making tar-
gets of them to protect th'e invest-
ments of adventurers or to avenge 
their wrongs." 

That editorial has drawn from the 
"Times." this morning, the following 
replv. to whích we invite attention, 
as it lays boldly on the table the 
hand nursed so carefully through 
months of subtle play. Says the 
"Times:" 

"Some gentlemen, whose polítícal 
víews and business success are dis-
approved of by our steamed and su-
perheated Progressive contempora-
ries., have investéd money, honestly-
acquired money, which they did not 
steal from orange growers, ¡u Mexican 
lands and cattle. The continuance of 
the revolution in that country has a 
tendenev to lessen the market valué 
of the lands, diminish the number of 
cattle and drive away the workmen 
of the loathsome capítalists who are 
disliked by our steamed and over-
heated Progressive contemporaries. 

"Tntervention in México by the 
United States woúld put a stop to 
brigandáge. Putting a stop to bri-
gandage would be a benefit to those 
who are hated by the propríetor of 
the Los Angelenos Proexessive 
press. Therefore the press aforesaid 
outeríes for non-intervention. 

And if intervention is forced upon 
then our steamed and parboiled 

contemooraries demand, as; a mcasurc 
of itistice, that the olutocrats whom 
it does not like shall face Mexican 
rifles, or send their sons to do so. and 
compcl their daughters *to serve as 
nnrses nmid the blood and disease 
of war hosnitals.* Rather than suf­
fer the anguish of having the Mexican 
pronerty of Amcricans who are ob,-
noxíous to him protected by the Unit-
cd, States, government, tbe pronrietor 
of our steamed and fricasseed Pro­
gressive contemnor'ary would prefer 
that México should remain a seething 
mass of rUsprdcr from the Rio Grande 
to the Pa'citic. But President Taft 
does not aeree with this vjew of the 
<\asc. and it is not at all probable thát 
President-eiect Wilsbn agrees with 
it." • 

As said.beforc, for thc moment we 
can 1eave details to the daily press, 
which, at last. ís forced to b r e a k i t s 
long consníracy of silence. The im-
portant thíng Ís to understand the 
cause of all thís tumult, and compre-
hend that ít, is merély the lifting of 
one córner bf the curtain whích is 
about to rise on a.world-wide drama.. 
Like all o ther 'dramas one in which 
there wil l 'he an infinity of talkíng: 
but also—l,ct"us not delude-ourselves 
—actión of the most startling kind. 
Por. the principal actors passed long 
ngo bcvoud the ínfluence of argument. 
Gen. Otis. for example. feels t h a t h e 
is tbe ríght.'ful owner of some millíon 
acres, in México; and that his man-
hood calis on him to defend his right 
at cve.ry cost. Oñ the other hand, 
the Mexicans regard him as a con-
sciencelcss ínvader. and there are 
manv thousands of his own fellow-
conntrymerí who appland that ver-
dict. _, 

Aboye All—Authoríty. 
Meanwhit'e, back of all this land-

prabbínP" and vampyrising stands AU­
T H O R Í T Y ; governmental power; al­
ways in possession of the arms, solely 
because it -has seized the oower of 
taxation ,and thereby furnished itself 
wíth means:to buy the arms. I t is the 
one great prize. ínstinctively recog-
nized as such by the ambitious. in 
every age and every clime. Over the 
struirgle for that prize the streets of 
México City are at thís moment runt 
ning blood.1 That readers mav nnder­
stand how-. clearly the upholders of 
privilege understand that the mainte-
nance of A U T H O R Í T Y ís the bot-
tom issue, we cióse this review with 
passages translated from recent^ is-
sues of México City's most reaction-
arv papers: 

Madero's re'ecnt prósecution of rad­
ical- journalÍ5ts is hailed wíth satis-
factíon -bv leadíng capítalíst newspa-
pers. "El intransigente," for example, 
tlumders editoríally on the necessity 
of upbolding authoríty at any price; 
ínsísts that Madero has been benevo-
lent to excess. and declares that the 
attack is on thc law itself. on the dig-
nity of publie office and.-therefore. on 
the entire social order. I t claims that 
the scandatous attacks made in fugi-
tíve leaflets and at innumerable meet-:. 
ings, organízed under a hundred dif-
ferent wretexts, strike at the very 
roots of social order and are made by 
those who. having nothing to lose, 
hope for a chaos ont of which they 
may profit personally. Alas! it is only 
too true of México, as'of every other 
civilized country. Tn all alike those 
who have nothing to lose, and much 
to gain, by chaos, are bringing_ them­
selves more and more ínto evídence. 
voícing víews utterly subversive of 
conditíons under which only the oth­
ers profit. The "sans-culottes"—the 
breechless ragamuffins of the French 
Revolution—are crowdjng to the front, 
and the onlv remedy is to give them 
breeches. That ís precisely what Ma­
dero and all the other talkers will not 
do. Like our Sócialists of the Uníted 
States thev are blind to the NECES­
SITY of Dircct Action. 

"El Imoarcíal" adopts a similar edi­
torial policy, and declares itself in 
accord wíth "the compaign which 'El 
Correo Español' has undertaken 
against the influence exercised by a 
subversive propaganda líterature, as 
shown by polítícal assaults and those 
rontagious .crimes of which modern, 
sociologísts telf us." I t approves ^he 
sentence ^ccently pronounced agaínst 
"El Liberal," in Spain, and considers 
that the press in that country also 
needs a tnuzzle. 

The Church and Freedom, 
As for "La Nación," it takes ad-

vantnge of a recent Román Cathpjíc 
convention at Zamora to assiire it» 
readers that "the exact idea of re­
ligión gave the world the true concept 
of liberty," and that outside of the 
church no' freedbm is possible. 

"El Diario" comments in most 
meloncholy strain on the recent con-
flict in the State of Taxacala, whích 
has been wrecked by the struggles tof 
two contending políticians, each anx-
íons to oceupy the gubernatorial 
chair. Democracy, it says, is break-
ing down, for "it is well known that 
after an electíon has been held those 
who have been defeated protest, mu-
tíny and rise in insurrection; and that 
the victors would have done likewise 
had they been defeated." Perhaps the 
people do not see how the electíon of 
this or that ambitious lawyer can ben­
efit them, and hope disorder may 
forcé recognition of their crying 
wants. 

The papers mentioned, and many 
others, take the position that "the lib­
erty of the press must be exercised 
without prejudice to the publie peace; 
and that prívate lífe must not be at-
tacked or moralitv iniured." But what 
if justice cannot be done without dis-
turbing the publie peace? What íf a 
new morality has been born, and the 
oíd morality proved a monstroiis 
weapon for upholdiug privilege? 
These are questions on which Méxi­
co, in the agony of her struggle, is 
being forced to think. They are new 
lights which the bourgeoisie of the 
United States,- drwgged by money, 
cannot see. 

' 'What is the orogram of this move­
ment?" asks "El Tmparcial." in criti-
cism of the growing agitation. "No; 
do not look for any program or any 
flag," it adds; "do not think to # dis-
cover any common bond. of principies 
or definite directíon. I ts program ís 
simply destruction, and if you ask— 
'And after?' every one of them will 
answer—'Afterwards will come Man'." 
That gives the edtiorlat writer shivers, 
but it ís exactly the language used bv 
the men who made the great French 
Revolution — that revolution which 
Wendell Phillips always spoke of as 
the greatest blessing yet accorded us. 
Unfortunately the intervention of the 
Enropean Powers, headed by Englatid, 
checked the revólution'¿ * natural 
growth, imposed- on if Napoleón, and 
postponed indefinitely the economic 
emancination for which the French 
revolutionists were strivíng. They un-
derstood then, as we understand to­
day, that their people were enslavcd 
to institntions, and. that, the destruc­
tion of those institutions was neces-
sanly the first step to fr^edom, 

• • > • 
T H E SEX P R O B L E M . 

The most impOrtant feature of the 
industrial .system as we know it to­
day is the -entry of wómen into the 
labpur market. There are now be­
tween five and six míllion women in 
lhe various industries of the United 
Kingdom; that is a fact whích Ís not 
as widely known as it ought to.be, and 
is the .conclusive answer to every ar-
gumjent about women ih therhome. 
Are these ifivje millíon. women—who 
will soori be six million, and in all 
probability seven milüon in the course 
of a few more years—to be put back 
again into the heme for thc whole of 
their lives? If so, how? No one has 
yet even suggested an answer to this 
guestion. 

In her evídence before the Select 
Committee on "home work" in 1907, 
Miss Mary Macarthur, who knows 
more about these things than any 
other anthority, stated that the aver-^ 
age weekly wage earned bv the in­
dustrial women ís only $1.75. This 
is enougl\ to startle the slumbers of 
civilizatíon, and to accoupt for.the dis-
turbed sounds whích already annotmee 
a speedy awakening. . But when we 
add thercto a-second neglected fact—r 
tbe fact that considerably less than 
two-thirds 6f tbe women over fífteen 
years of age are married—the horror 
of the situation is infniitely increased! 
Here wc have the sígn.in a visible 
form of that movement whose exist-
ence we are everywhere led- tó sus-
pect. a movement which causes the 
genuine social reformer more trouble 
than even the White Slave Traffic, 
-For the latter evil is no longer con-
cealed—the English people-have at 
last decided that something1 must be 
done and that right quickly, and some­
thing wíll have to be done, whatever 
barriers are placed in the wáy. But 
the tragic aspect of our secón d result 
in the investígation is that the whole 
of modern legislature is based on the 
assumption of its non-existen ce, and 
it is this: 'Women are slowly but 
surely supplantíng men in trade after 
trade. Unable t o secure adéquate re-
numeration by reason of their many 
disablities and late arríval on the fíeld, 
as a sex, they are, also as a sex, re-
ceiving a wage so appreciably below 
that of tbe rival sex, that employers 
are dríven by the mere stress of com­
petítíon to substítute their labour for 
that of men on every possible occa-
sion. ("The Guardian," Middleton, 
Eng.) * 

The Spanish-Américan is a philoso 
pher: music and art mean much more 
to him than . to us ; he is imaeinative, 
and poesy appeals to him. Freedbm 
to him is an ideal thing, a bird on the 
wing; wíth us tt is a caged canary, safe-
ly locked up to be looked a t We 
make a fetich of law and order; the 
Venezuelan does not care to b e mis^ 
governed, ínsulted. and robbed under 
forms of law. While we bear legal 
outrage and láw-made annoyance with 
thc patíent enduránce of the ass, the 
Venezuelan draws hís sword and dé-
stroys both the bad law and the evil 
law-maker wíth one blow. Henee the 
easc with which he enters upon war 
and revolution. When he learn's, like 
us, to love dollars better than ideas» 
order more than freedom, law more 
than justice, mammón more than 
man, chaff more than wheat, he m*y 
áttain our higher civilizatíon. Mean-
time we have a sneaking regard fór 
his ways. ("Why?") 

— — » • • *• . - • — -, , 

Why do men who sell their brains 
to ^the highest bidder think the^ are 
betjer ' than the women on thc stréet? 
("Pi-b'gressive Uníoníst.") 

THE AWAKENMG 
México, a beautíful land oi sun> 

shine, for many year í has been a 
great field where the capítalists of all 
natíons could itivest their wealth wíth 
perfect "safety." Porfirio Díaz, thé 
President, was a wíllíng tool of the 
mónopolists, grantíng "concessíons" 
right and left uñtil practically all the 
arable land and thc mines were owned 
eithcr by the Diaz officíaldom or for-
eign capítalists, leavíng the Mexican 
workers without the land whích they 
needed to live. And the Indíans who 
had the fertílc valleys under cultiva-
tion and were livíng in peace, were 
dríven into the mountaíns and their 
homes destroyed. the fríends of their 
labour and the land of their people 
stolen from them, and gíven as a "con-
cession" to American or European 
capital. 

Harrison Gray Otís, William R. 
Hearst, the Standard Oil Co.f and the 
Southern Pacific R. R. Co.f are among 
the many American concerns which 
received this loor... 

Nearly four billions of dollars in 
foreign capital, mostly American, 
Euglish ; French. and Germán, were in­
vestéd in México and protected by 
the government, which kept wages 
down to the starvatíon point and, 
equipped with up-to-date machinery, 
dividends were püed up, profits grew 
enormously. 

Not only were men and women 
forced to work for twelve or fourteen 
cents a dav of as many hours, but Ín 
parts of México thousands were held 
as chattel suaves and forced to slave 
on the plantátíon "hells," where, drív­
en like dogs, they died off by the 
thousands every year, worked to 
death. 

And thís terrible conditíon of peon-
age and slavery existed so that a 
gang of government officials might ac-
ciuire millíons and power, and also in 
order that manv of our Christian 
American capítalists might secure oñe 
hundred per cent, interest on their in-
vestments in México. 

But this conditíon could not last 
forever. The misery and poverty óf 
the Mexican labourer was. too prca£. 
I t became unbearable and onr fellow.-
toilers of the South began to organise 
Ínto labour unions and protest. They 
demanded more bread for their starvs; 
íng babies, and the answer of the mas-
tersj their masters. our niasters—was, 
as usual, bullets. Under the iron rule 
of the despot Diaz thousands of strík-
ers were shot down in cold blood. 

"American capital must be protect­
ed," said the Diaz government, and 
the slaughter of thé toílers began. 
Thousands languished in vile prisons 
and when the dungeons became full, 
the martyrs to justice were taken out 
and executed—to make room.for new 
prisonprs. 

Unions were suppressed and labour 
editors and agítators were hung to 
trees and left as a warníng. An arti-
cle appeared in all the Scrips news-
pápers about three years.ago, written 
by B. H. Canfield,,at that time editor 
of : t h e "Los. Angeles Record*" iHe-
scribing the almost' unbelievablé con­
ditíons Ín the so-called Mexican Re-
public. The artícle was illustrated by 
an actual photograph of several Mexi­
can editors hanged to a tr.ee because 
they dared to tell the truth. 

But the awakening of labour had be-
gun, Lánd all these- persecutíons could 
not stop it. Thousands of patriots 
V é r e forced to flee the country, 
aniong them Ricardo Flores Magon, 
newspaper nian and member of the 
Liberal party, a revolútionary organ-
isation. .-,.'' 
• Tbgether with Ricardo canie a 
brother. Enrique, who was by his 
bfother's side through, all the years 
of the struggle- and . who remaiñed 
t'rue tp the cause of liberty uñtil now 
hé is with Ricardo Flores Magon in 
the U: S. penitentiary a t McNeil's 
Island (Wash.)', serving a twenty-
three months* sentence for alleged 
víolatiori of the neutrality laws. 
, '-Although comiñg. from well-to-do 
families the Magon brothers were fill-
.ed wíth a- love of Kum'ariity and their 
hearts were filled with bitterness when 
they saw the pitiful conditíon of the 
Mexican wÓrlang-people — bitterness 
agaínst the hunian parasites known 
as office holders áñd bitterness agaínst 
the American arid Etíropean capítal­
ists, _ who. tbgether were enslavíng 
Mexícó. 

Sb they brganized the Mexican 
Liberal .party as a reform movement 
politícally, but finding política]. free-
dom was.dead, the Liberáis became 
Revolutionists. This was years ago; 
but .from the, efforts of the Liberal 
party carne the revolution, which has 
shaken cápitalism in México for tbe 
past three years. ("The Guardian/' 
Middleton, Eng.) 

ín ctiRtody "for speakíní?." H e wílt 
be tríed Feb, 17 for "íncítíng to tiat.** 

A few days aftcrward carne the 
clash wíth thc pólice and ín a raid on 
their headquarters stríkers were ar-
rested by wholesale and several of 
them were terríbly beaten after beíng 
locked into their cells, They have 
since been confinéd ín Herkímer jaíL 

Former strík'ers have since organ^ 
ízed a deVensc committee and are mak­
ing an appeal for funds wíth whích 
to fight the cases. The íssues, they 
point out, a r e the rights of free speech* 
and peaceful asscmblage and the r ight 
to strike. Contributíons may be sent 
to Míss Matifda Rabínowítz. Secreta.ry 
Little Falls Defense Committee, Box 
458, Little Falls, N, Y. 

F R E E S P E E C H A T STAKE. 
The trial of the twenty défendants 

m the now famous Little Falls strike 
cases'has been continued till March 1. 
Fourteen of the défendants have al­
ready been in jail ,since Oct. 31, and 
now must remain there several weeks 
more, the amount of bail required be­
ing prohibitive. Notwith stand ing the 
fact that they are charged with com-
pa'ratively minor offenses, bonds for 
all would amount to a total bf $10.000. 
Such a sum is altbgether beyond the 
means of their fellow mili ,workers. 

Tt will be remembered that forly^six 
persons were imprisoned following the 
attempt of Socíalist speakers to ad-
dress a throng of strikers in a publie 
park there, and immediately after an, 
effort on the par t .o f the pólice tó 
break up a parade bf pickets which re-
siilted in the wounding of two police-
men and injuries, to, many strikers. 
Speakers were pulled down ,from their 

Clatforms while quoting from the *Bi-
le, from; a' speech' by Abraham-Lin­

coln, from The Pecloration of Inde-
pehdence' and from the Constitutiotf 
bf the United t Stateíi 

Among thosevarrested and locked 
tip in the Little Falls jail, since de­
scribid as "a hell hole." was Dr. 
George 'R. Lunn, the Socíalist Mayor 
of Schtnectady, N¡" Y., (whq, •accord-' 
ing to the inforfaatibn writtén o^. the 
pólice-blottcr.at the,*time, was:takeh 

P R O T E S T M E E T I N G . 
We Iearn, and with profound regret, 

that our comrades imprisoned ín the 
McNeíl's Tsland penitentiary will not 
be granted liberty on parole. Every 
effort, therefore, should be made to 
get them an absolute reléase: it beíng 
now thoroughly understood by the 
workers that they are not crimináis, 
as the term is understood, but untír-
ing combatants in the most glorious 
of all struggles—that of the emanci-
pation of humanity from slavery ih i ts 
grossest and most indefensibie form. 

A11 his publie .utterances since the 
date of his electíon mark the incom-
ing president of the United States a s 
an infinitely warmer friend of Liberty 
than President Taft has proved hím­
self. and that fact presents an oppor­
tunity of which we should avaíl our­
selves. Our fríends should spare no 
effort to make it clear that the pris-
oners are sufferimr for what their 
consciences compelled them t o do ; 
that men in their círcumstances could 
not have acted otherwise without 
proving themselves traitors to their 
Tace and cowards. 

They should remember' also* and 
imnress it everywhere. that the neu­
trality laws, for violating which our 
comrades are imprisoned, have been 
constmed most elastically in the past ; 
and particularly that Madero, who was 
hímself a rebel as had been his pre-
decéssor Diaz, evaded thcm with im-
punity. , '-

W e have been . taking every legal 
step possible to effect reléase, but 
formal methods count for little un til 
backed by publie sentiment. 

A protest meeting.will be held at 
our new beadouarters, the "Interna­
tional Workers ' Home.' ' 809 Yate S t , 
nortliwest córner of Yale and Alpine, 
Sunday afternoon. 'Feb. 16, a t 3 p. m. 
All workers are earnestly invited to . 
attend. Take Nórth Broadwav car, 
get off at Alníne and walk two blocks 
west. 

• • -
E T E R N A L T R U T H . 

Where land is fully appropríated as 
prívate property, no iherease in' the 
nroduction of wealth, no economy ín 
its use can give the mere laborer more , 
than the wages of a slave. If wealth 
rained down from heavén, or welled 
up ' f rom the depths o f . t he earth, i t 
could not enrich the laborer. I t could 
merely increase thé valije bf • t h e land. 
No irfatter \yhether th«e-sbcial organ-
izSíi6ríí'be simple of complex;.no mat­
ter whether the intcrmcdiá'riés b e - , 

•twecn thc owners of', land and the. 
owners o f . the mere power to labor 
be few or many, wherpver the avail-
able land has been fully apprbpriated 
as the property of some of the peo-; 
pie, there, must exist a class, the Ja-' 
borers of ordinary ability and skill, "• 
who can never hope' to get more thañ. 
a bare living for thc hardest toil, and 
who are cbnstantly in danger of fail— 
ure to get even that. (Henry George.) 

* - + - « — ^ " • 

DANGER SIGNALS. 
Dr. Gústave Stresem^,n, noted- Ger­

mán ecónomist, has been investigating -
the United States. H e reports that 
"conditíons in . most , American facr -
tories with.respect to safetly are sim­
ply horrible," and dpubts whetber, : 

from the material ' stándpbint; the 
American workingman is bet ter . off 
than is his Germán -brother. . Wha t 
a commentary on the impotence of 
organized labor, which i has scoffed a t ' 
revolútionary propaganda and prided 
itself, above all, on beíng "practica!!" 

In the domain bf voluntary publie" 
charity Dr. Stresemari. considers th is : 
country far ahead of Germany. The 
coínpliment is wórse than do.ubtful,* 
for "charity" is the fatal miasma that 
floats above and hides the cesspool. ' 

Franklin H. Gíddings, Columbia' 
University's fambus sociologist, comes 
out flat-footed. with thé statément 
that "the normal functioning of so­
ciety has broken down ¡n the United 
States,'" inasmuch as, "in .disregard of 
human lífe, no other -big nation this 
side of • Russia can touch 'us." I n 
England the homicide rate is 0.9 per., 
100,000 bf^population. Oúí* average 
rate is 6.22 and in the South it rises 
to nearly 40. /"Bearing this in mind, 
what do you suppose will be thé char­
acter of America's - nów inevitable 
economic revolution? 

í tems like the foregoing khock the 
props from under.1 such flamboyant 
orations as. that deüvered by Attorñey 
Miller, before the Hamíltpn Club óf. 
Chicago. Miller thinks "the permanen-
cy of our free institutions" has becñ 
assured by thc Indiabapolis convic-j • 
tíons, and one reads thát after the per-' 
formance "lines Were formed and the; 
entire audience bf four or five hundred -
representatiyé business and prbfés^ 
siqnal men pressed forward to shake 
the liañrf of and personally congratú­
late the speaker." 

Our money-crazed bourgeoisie alone 
is capable of such thick-headed op-
timisim. In reality all the wofldi is 
saying that the Tndianapólis and Mc-
Namara triáis havé revealéd -the 
United States 'ás rotten to the coré. 
'.Whom the gods would destroy they 
first make mad;" . 

, ..Events—the Mexican*. Revolution,. 
for example—are important in pt& • 
pórtion as they st imilla te thotight arift 
feeling; which, in their turn, .producé' 
other events that further stimulale 
thought .ánd feeling; which produce 
stíll greater evénts productive of still 
greater thonght and feeling. By the 
reciproca! interplay of. thought, feel­
ing and actioti •luimamty'marches to 
i t s . g o a l . ' * - . •;•'.'\ . y *'•• '.:'. 
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