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ago 1he hourgeois hypocrisy of the
Gond Covernment  Party, against
which Job flurriman was running, fur-
nished Socialist Tatty orators-—and
most  justly-—with a mnever-failing
theme, Today the two parties are
hand in plove. Until recently the So-
cialist Party was bitterly opposed to
the councilmen-at-large plan now in
use, for it considered that it would
roh them of certain districts, Taday
they have eaten every one of their
previous arguments, and have made
proporiional representation the issue
of their campaign, “'hese, and simi-
Tar acrobatie »stants, naturally give
stich enemies as Ofis the ammunition
with which 1o rake them fore and aft;
it heing pointed oal remorselessly, for
example, that in their own party af-
fairg proportional represcntation is
tahoo, rebellions majoritites heing re-
ing regarded as having no right to
live, ‘I'he helplessness of Haywood’s
cleven thousand supporlers is a case
in point,

e Us Anyting
But Chforafo

Beyoud all question there now ex-
ist large and rapidly increasing nom-
bers of peuple whu understand that
our entive social systemn s radically
wrong and must be  revalutionized
from ils lowest rools,  They under
stand thal it dgnores the clatius of
1ife, which it reuders subservient to
the dollar, They miderstand that eiv-
ilization munt be judped, not by the
trivunphis o any ene section, or eyen
of the majority, hat by the extent to
which il preserves and promotes each
individual life; guarantecing, 1o the
bumblest, secnrity wnd lis full share
of life’'s great feast. They understand
that existing inslitutions are in fieree
and unceasing conflict against the in-
dividual's rights; gince the entire ma-
chinery is so conslricted as to select
automnatically the weakest for its vie-
tims, Al this is more evident in the
United, States than clsewhere, hecause
Liere the coffort, from the firat, has
been to fornt combinations against the
individualy to obtain, usually by the
foulest means, o majorily  agoinat
him: o elothe that conquering ma-
jority with special privilege and wipe
out the deefated, ‘I'here was a time
when 1 myself believed in this so
called “econquering demoeracv.” and
was o vietim of that moh hysteria
which intoxicates men into the delu
sion ALt they can determine right,
ar get their vights, hy counting noses.
M ook years of Ditter experience,
gained largely in (he Socialisgl move-
ment, (o teach me that any philoso-
phiy, however labelled, which has the
PRIVILEGES O 0 MAJORT
Y for ils cornerstone, must carry
rajin in its train.

Wk K

The United States hag heen domi-
mted, alimost from its hirth, by this
jitfammous docetrine of the divine rights
of majoritica; a doctrine which s
nothing less than i sanctification of
hrute foree, by our new Gods, the
politicians, ‘hat madern but harbarous
religion has cobored all our history,
whiclt has been one of unspeakable
cruelty, . With the divine right of the
majority as our wiatchword we ex-
terminaled the Indian, and since then
we Dlave Deen working with fiendish
encrgy  lo o extorminate  ourselyes;
loading the conqueror with spoils and
wrging himg on (o wider and more de-
vastating marches, 1ence Rotkefellors
Curnegics, Maorgans, and all the ugly
breed; hence also rates of murder,
erimes of violence, insanity and sui-
cide whicli shoek the outside world:
hence the most violent contrasts of
wealth and poverty on record; hence
all the materials for a terrific confla-
wration,
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Tt is impossible to reconcile such
confradictions, and when sincere men
call them to our attention we have to
hang our heads in silent shame, This
essentially political party poscs as the
represemtative of revolutionary prin-
ciples, and ils shameful bargainings
reflect, of necessity and most disas-
trously, on the entire revolutionary
movement, They weaken us all along
the line, and cmasculate our influ-
cnee by spreading broadcast the de
Tusion that we have no prineiples and
are bt greedy chavlatans, hungering
for office,  Above all, they are infa-
moung treason to the noble army of
martyrs who have faced and motnted
the sealfold, passed long years in jail
and courted that poverty from which
these prudeni  polilicians  habitually
sheink; who have sacrificed every-
thing that they might set clearly be-
fore  the  people  principles  whose
propaganda seened wortlt the renun-
ciation of Tife itself,

wok K

Nevertheless, in this issne T give
much space 1o those sympathetic no-
fices of the Mexican Revolation which
Degin once more to crowd the col-
umns of the Socialist Party press. T
play them up beeause they are a
tribpte to the nressure of events, and
some prool that {he heart—though
not the head—of the ordinary mem-
ber of e Socialist Partv is sound,
and that the editors have the sagacity
to scenl revolt,  Oilerwise the ap-
pearance of these articles does not in-
terest me at all, T have no idea that the
political Teaders of the Socialist care
one rap about the rights or wrongs
of the Mexican Revolution: indeed, T
am positive thev would knife it again
tomorrow il they thought it would
welp their game, T regard them as
having been whipped into line, and
most unwillingly: as having discov-
ered that by their lack of sympathy
they missed a trvick; as trembling lest
they should split their party and jeop-
ardize their vole. Tlor my part, 1 am
tharaughly convinced thal their pres-
ent allilide is merely that cold-blood-
ed political caleulation which is, 1o
me, at once {he most futile and con-
temptlble thing in tife,

¥ ok K
If JTearst or Ofis say anything
worth while ahout the Mexican Revo-
Intion wee quote it, and we give the
Qocialist Party an equally square deal,
When Standard Oil exploils the tragic
and bitter in existence  Delieyes ouly | strugale of a starving people we ex-
i britad forees for palities, which is 1| pose the dastardly erime, and we hand
military arl, has taught it that. Pyt |out similar freatment to such 1)oht|ca’g
it has diseovered (hat in politics, as in|sheets as “I'he Appeal to Reason,
actual war, the plams fall only {o the f which ence more is trying Lo boom
generals, the rank and file being used [itself at the Mexican peon’s cost, Tn
merely (o hold tlhie bag, So it is|!he first place, we know all its arti-
throwing  polilies  overbanrd, and | ¢les will be colored, 1o suit its poli-
starting campaigns in which it is hop- {ticst in the sccond place, we prefer
ed, ench private witl get his share of | (0 De {rue to the great international
loot; Ulter skepticism as to politics | revolutionary movement, which the
iw today the prevailing noie, bnt the | Mexican upheaval is doing its utmost
principles instilled by polities  viz, |to foment, while 111('180('1:1].1st poli-
hat to the victor belong the spoils - | ticians are doing all in their power
will coutinue to flowrish vankly, Tt[to enstrate it.  As between Otis, the
e the Socinlist principle; or. ratler, | chronic irritant, and Berger, the pro-
it hias Deen the Socialist principle ever | fessional chloroformist, we prefer the
sinee wlat started ng an ideafistic agi- | former.
tation fell iuto the cluthehed *of the

* ¥ %

At heart our pluioeraey believes only
in brutal foree; as is proved hy the
feverish enerwy with which, at cy-
ery opportunity, it mulliplies s po-
lice and strengthens its military arm.
Tt heeame a plutocraey thirough ouar
Torce philosophy, and all its teaching
has Deen (hat Tife's main objeet is 1o
despoil the weale, At Tieart ons pro-
letariat  probably {he most militant
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majority-mad Ameriean politician,, Since the foregoing was  written
P T,oa Angeles has held an  election,
Ameriean Socialism today s (he with the usnal unsatisfactory results,

Both sides claim a vietory, hut the
one {hing certain is that the Good
Government Party, with which the
Socialists had allicd themselves close-

faithful dmage of thg politicians who
dominate ity just ag they themselves
are the children of the political in-

famics  amid  which they gol their
training, ‘e Socialist politician {o-
day is exactly what the American pol-
itician ling heen for generations past;
a creature with no principles save pne,
viz,, thal when he gets @ majority and,
elimbs into power the rest of us will

have to toe the mark,  An absolate
tyrant; an  cmbryo  hoss,  cagerly
awaiting the «day when he can run

the stean toller over those wha differ
from him,  The Socinlist  polilician
nouths freedom and gags discussion;
preaches internationalism and tries to
exclude the Oriental; denounees sun-
erslilions and courls the Roman Cath-
olie chureh; professes revolution and
whoops up every ridiculous pallistive
that wives the slightest prowmise of
capturing a stupid vote, A parly of
profound, Jesuitical hypocrisy; of Na
poleonie  ambitions  masked  heneath
a sensalional propaganda in which il
poses as the people’s friend; a party
that attracts the tenth-rate lawyer,
passoir and journalist as sarely as {he
flamie attracts  the moth, A party
fundamentally dishonest, and, there-
fore, a parly most  dangerons 1o
progress, which depends, first and far
above everything clse, on hounesty.
We suffer a4 a4 masy heenuse we have
not seen clearly, aid we have not seen
clearly Decanse we have trusfed poli-
ticiang who [ind it pays to blind us,
* W K .
The mental confugion thus engen-
YIHM UOIMLDIIHID (RaoUL w1} patop
sets in when traths are shirked zand
cowatdly sublerfuge  substituted (or
virile straightlorwardness these are
far-reachiog evils no human hrain can
can estinate, T'hey shatter confidence
and put into the hands of our ene-
mies weapons far more deadly than
any {hey thewmselves could forge, T
do hot like 1o miniinize by loealizing,
bul, sinee T.os Angeles Socialists have
Deen amang the prineipal sinners and
Ioam well acquainied with that city,
iltustrations from its present history

lv, has heen routed utterly, An en-
tirelv new set of cify officials is (o
he chosen, and, as the primaries arc
to be held almost immediately, there
is snch a scurrying o and fro of of-
fice-seeleers as this city has never
seen.  Turthermore, proportional vep-
resenlation, which the Socialist Party
made ils one great issue, was badly
beaten, securing only a trifle over 17,
000 votes. On all the eighleen meas-
nres submitied to it the public showed
the greatest apathy, only about a fifth
ol the registered vole heing cast, Per.
haps, after all, the Socialists are the
true revolutionists: for what party has
done more to make the workers sick
of politics and thus remove onc of
the mast formidable barriers that
hitherto has Dlocked the way?
ok ok

Also, gince {he foregoing was writ-
ten, Clarenee Darrow has spoken on
“land and Labor” to a los Angeles
awdience that packed the large audi-
toriam.  ‘Throwing my memory hack
{o days when 1 heard George, Mc-
Glynn, Mosi and manv other of the
world’s great orators, T can think of
no address that impressed me as pre-

senting bottom traths with — greater
power or clearer  logic. Tt made
mincemeal of the peliy palliatives

with which Socialist politicians fish
for votes, and represented the Single
I'ax as a great revolutionary war for
recovery, instead of a chilling fiscal
debate, 1n fact it indorsed most spe-
cifieally all strugeles for the retaking
of the land, Mexico heing given as a
leading example of the bloodshed to
which monopoly ingvitably leads., Tt
sounded Dbravelv the hattle cry ~of
“Tand and Tiherty.,” and might well
be made the signal for {hat general
eharge which is needed in the United
State quite as much as it has heen
needed in Mexico,  TTow dangerous
was the attack is proved hy the fact
that the T,08 Angeles press greeted

ity be exensed. Less than two years

the address with silence, althongh it

had sent an army of stenographers to
report it. Tiven papers which habit-
ually gush over Socialist political
meetings shut up like clams. The great
landed interest had been attacked—
and really attacked—at last.

WM. C. OWEN.

REMEMBER THE MAINE!

The same group of capitalists who
hrought about the war with Spain fif-
teen years ago, for their own proh.t,
are now demanding intervention in
Mexico, and for the same reasons.

Phe working people of Mexico, who
have been driven from their lands,
enslaved and unmercifully exploited
by American and Mexican capitalists,
are in revolt against their oppressors.
The profits of our Wall Strect pirates
are being interfered with by the un-
settled conditions south of the Rio
Crande and they wani the govern-
ment of the United States to inter-
vene and suppress the revolt of their
rebellious slaves, '

Troops and ships of war are he-
ing massed on the Mexican border:

nish an excuse for the armed invasion
of Mexico, similar to the one pulled
off in TTavana harbor in 1898, o

Mexico is seething with revolt against
capitalist oppression, The Mexican
workers have suffered many outrages
at the hands nf American exploiters,
and any American who remains in
that qountry does so at his own risk.
Toven ex-President Taft has warned
them to leave the country, ‘

The working people of the United
States must he on their guard and
refuge to he drawn into a bloody war
for capitalist profits. .

Da not be deceived by any capital-
ist plot to inflame the people and
provoke war, The capitalist class of
the United Stales destroyed their own
battleship, the Maine, in Tfavana har-
bor in 1898, and murdered hundreds
of workingmen who composed its
crew, in order to create a pretext for
war with Spain.

he capitalist class will stop at
nothing. .

Whatever happens to Americans or
American interests in Mexico, “Re-
member the Maine,” (“T'he World,”
Oakland, Cal)) .

HANDS OFF!

Tn a long front-page editorial, “The
Rebel” a leading Socialist weekly
published at Tlallettsville, Texas, re-
views the serics of events that cul-
minated it Madero’s death, and sums
up the situation thus, in part: :

Ttirst, the ‘millioftaire, © Madéro,
reached the presidential chair in. Mex-
ico City hy the aid and support of
countless peasants ‘to whom he had
promised the restoration of the land
that had heen stolen from them, Dom-
inated by his cunning clder brother,
Gustayus Madero, who was the con-
necting link hetween the national pal-
ace i1 Mexico City and the head-
quarters of the oil,railroad and money
kings of Wall Street, he broke his
promise and the revolution started
afresh. The clentifico party, or old
regime, seized upon the dilemma that
the new revolutiom had caused to put
through a cotinter revolution and re-
store the power of the Diaz groun
of military leaders and political ad-
veninrers,

Second, if the U. S, government
keeps its hands off, the Mexican peas-
ants, who represent nincty-five per
cent of the pcople, will keep on fight-
ing until they have wiped out the:
land owners, restored the land to the
peonle, developed a Democratic Re-
public and enioy the blessings of an
advanced civilization.

Third, intervention of the U, S. into
Mexico must be stopped at all ‘Haz-

ards. That, in this day of light, hun-
dreds of thousands of young men

should be sacrificed to glut the gold
ust of a few Wall Street monev
kings, shocks the feelings of civilized
man. ‘T'hat it will be a five-vear war,
with the destruction of millions of
nropertv and untold numbers of lives,
is certain, if intervention takes place.
“Miec Rebel”  cannot - imagine anv
cause, except that of frecdom itself,
worthy of such a colossal price. That
stuch a war should take place in the
interest of debauched scoundrels like
TTearst, Guggenheim, Rockefeller,
Morgan, Kuhn, Toeh & Co., the Spver
Bros. and other financial rascals that
have debauchbed our judiciary, cor-
rupted our legislatures and run a trail
of oil over the halls of Congress, is
unbelievable, unless we can imagine
the people of the U, S. have hecome
degenerate through the spirit of graft
of which {lhese [cllows are the sym-
bol and the sign.

Tourth, we must cry out against
wat everywliere, The U. 8. must keep
its hands off. T.et the Mexicans set-
tle theit own affairs,

s
—ap-

SHOWING WHO IS WHO.

The Mcxican Revolution is produc-
ing everywhere theose splits which
force discussion and do more to pro-
mote healthy growth than all other
agencies combined, Tn the Socialist
Party ranks we have the old Berger
ctowd on one side and the rapidly-
increasing rebel coulingent on the
other.,  Among the Anarchists ‘the
same story has to be told, Fmma
Goldman and the veterans sticking (o
their old lines of propaganda, as’
against the newer blood which sniffs
{le hattle and prefers to see theory
taking on the flesh and muscle of ac-

When Wall Street is ready for war |
we may expect another stimt to far= §

'THEIR HAND EXPos

Do you remember. about three years
ago, when Madero’s revolution, after
languishing for 2 lotig time and be-
ing the laughing stock of the para-
graphers, suddenly boomed tdp and
became formidable and swept: rapidly
to success, being ohviously well sup-
plied with men, money and munitions?
So provided, you may recall, it went
on as if it wete cutting through an
cgg shell until it drove out old Diaz
and made Madero president,

What made the change? "

The explanation of both of these
mysteries is in this report of the
Senate sub-committee — 900 printed
pages. ' oo
- Madero was transformed from a
bushwhacker angl sage bush adven-
turer to a successfal leader by the
money supplicd to him by great
American Financial Tuterests.

They gave him rhilljons and millions
on a bargain by which he agreed that
when he should become president he
would deliver to these Interests the
L.most valuable coal, ore and railroad
concessions in Mexigo,

‘When he had become president he
‘threw over his part of the bargain,
| refused to deliver the concessions, and
- kent the money for himself and his
irelatives, . < :

Whereupon the well-financed coun-
ter-revolution ending in the merciless
murder of .the man.that had failed to
dcliver the goods. . . |

This is the plain and obvious con-
clusion from the work of the commit-
tee, which covers the ground up to
Madero’s failure 1o keep his promise
and the beginning of the counter revo-
lution, :

* oK ko

The names of some of the corpora-
tion that are involved in the Mexico
story are given in the committee’s re-
vort, They are all mames perfectly
familiar in  our industrial Thistory.
Many of them have had strikes and
have hired professional thugs and gun
men to shoot down strikers. All for
the sake of profits and more profits,
The story of their bloody dealings in
Mexico only supplements the story
of their Niloody dealings in the United
States.

Irom the hody, blood and sweat of
Iabor thes¢ fortunes are made in the
United States and in Mexico, as every-
where clse, and will be so long as
this system endures. And with part
of the money so secured more power
will he'gathered to get more money
and more power uniil the day when
Tabor awakes to all this, And in no
other way but by the revolt of labor
will the thing cease to.walk this vi-
cious and stcadily enlateing circle,
(Charles TFdward Russell in “The
Coming Nation.”) '

.
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'ALL GOVERNMENTS ALIKE.

The United States government is ap-
parentlv inclined to favor that despot
as the fittest ruler of Mexico who will
most drastically establish peace with
an iron hand in that country. Wash-
ington holds that General Huerta
must he given time and opportunity to
bring order out of the Mexican chans.
Verily a (monst fitting man—did ke
not initiate his carcer as President
with treachery and murder® The Fed-
eral government echnes the opinion
of Ambassador- Wilsan, the sponsor
of Huerta. What if the latter has
conspired for the overthrow of “an
established government. with which
this country is in friendly relations?”
TTuerta is enthusiastically sunported
by the Amecrican “interests.” eager
for greateg concessiong than they were:
able to decure from the Madero 1é-
gime. This financial snecics, whose
loyal representative in Mexico is Am-
hassador Wilsan, will favor for the
Presidendy of that-c‘ountry the most
stuccessfulr wholesalet murderer who
will offer them the greatest opportus
nitv lor dilimited exploitation,

But the feal revolutionists of Mexi-
co will not he deluded by any political
chicanery and change. ‘T'hey will con-
tinue their brave and determined
struggle for the social and cconomic
emancipation of the opnressed peonle
of Mexico, whatever the lue of the
chameleon of State. (“Mother Tlarth.”)

MAGONS REFUSED PAROLE,

The board of parale refused to
grant to the four Mexican rebels,
serving twenty-one months in the fed-
eral prison on Puect Sound, the ordi-
nary henefits of the law extended to
criminals 'of all shades.

Bv the law thev were entitled to
parole when onc-ihird of their term
was served, The hoard says that not
for the “crime” of “aiding and abetling
a revolution against a friendly power.”
can the privilege of parole be evoked.

Revolution is the worst crime in all
creation—in the eye of the govern-
ment; and—strange is it, or is not?—
the most glorified perforimance in his-
torv, [N

No effort should be snared to get
these rebels relcdased. The new ad-
ministration should be urged to nar-
don them, Write the new president,
nrging him to release them. (“T'he
Syndicalist.”)

-

. FRANCE'S EXAMPLE.

Majorities are too inarticulate to
express their wishes in legal or par-
fiamentary parlance, When they suc-
ceed, now and then, in exnressing a
wish and vote into Parljament a
“friend of labot” his morals are very
soon corrupted by political dickering
and entanglements,

tnal life. As for the Sinele Taxers,
the staid editors of “I'he Public”
would have a fit if they could see our:
correspondence, Lo

-

President Wilson has sat down
hard on the hankers who wish to tie
up the new Chinese Reoublic with
what is known as the “Six Power”
loan, ITe declarcs that “Dollar Di-
nlomacy” shall not be the mark of
his administration. Again the ther-
mometer of our hopes soars high,
since to attack Wigh Tinance is to
strike. at the heart of our now . in-
tolerable economic svstem, More and
morte the pillars of Mammon’s temple,
{remble, inasmuch as, from one quar-
ter or another, they are always under

The example of Briand, once an un-
compromising anti-militarist and di-
rect actionist, comnelled much against
his desire to wicld the militarist club
above strikers and beat them into stib-
mission, will for many years suoply
Svndicalist orators and pamphletgers
with evidence as to the uselessness of
Parliamentary action. If a President
du Congeil, the most powerful tem-
porary rulet in Europe, supported by
a solid majority, was unable to carry
out any Socialist measures, and had
to abandon the workers’ cause for fear
of national and international compli-
cations, what inducement is there for
the workingman to finance electoral
and educational campaigns of long du-|

attack.

ration, or a continued propaﬁqnda?~l
(“Wilshire’s,”) '

DEMAND INTERVLNTION,
 The “Vossische Zeitung,” of Berlin,
declares that “the United Sates wust
now intervene and put in action forces
s0 promptly gathered to the land and
sca borders of Mexico.

The “Lotidon Daily Iixpress” says:
“The Tnglish government should
urge the government at Washington
to intervene in Mexico in the interest
of British capital invested there!

The London “Pall Mall Gazette”
also advocates Amecerican intervention
in Mexico on the same grounds, and
the Tondon “Westminster Gazette”
goes on record for the same program.

Many other leading newspapers in
Tengland and other countries in Tu-
rope, reflecting capitalist interests in
those countries, wilh capital invested
in Mexico, are insisting that the Unit-
ed States should unot lesitate, but
should cross the Rin Grande to pro-
tect the precious dollars of the capi-
talist class for the purpose of ex-
ploiting the cheap labor of the cn-
slaved peon,

The vullures of capitalism, with
their brooding places in Wall strect,
Lombard street, and other financial
centers of Turope, have plunged their
greedy beaks into the vitals of labor.
Tn Mexico the tobacco trust, the cord-
age trust, the sugar trust, the copper
trust, the oil trust and other combina-
tions of American and Furopean capi-
tal, have reduced the working people
of that oppressed country to a con-
dition of slavery, the brutality of
which beggars description, T'he story
told by, John Kenneth “Turner in his
book “Barbarous Mexico,” as an eye-
witness, of the atrogities practiced on
the Slaves of Yucalan and Valle Na-
tional, fills one with hotror. Agaiust
these conditions the Mexican workets
have been in open revolt for the past
two years, ‘I'his has disturhbed the
vultures in their feast ol profits and
therefore this crop from their drip-
ping beaks; this call for intervention,

Tn order to re-establish the condi-
tions for the ruthless exploitation of
the workers, now in revolt, the capi-
talist class will send hundreds of thou-
sands of American workingmen into
Mexico to slaughter their fellow
workers and he slaughtered by them,

This clanior for intervention means
that, unless the working people of
-the United States make it evident that
any attenipt to invade Mexico will be
followed by a revolt against the capi-
talist class and its government in this
country, we may expect to sce a war
forced upon us in which tivers of
working-class blood will be spilled for
the protection of capitalistic profits
in Mexico.

- The people of the United States
have nothing to gain by such a war,
bnt much to lose.

The answer of the working people
to the demands of the capitalists for
armed intervention should he, “T.ot
the capitalist class fight for their
property! We have no quarrel with
our hrother working men in Mexico,
and refuse to take one step across the
horder.”  (*“I'he World,” Oakland,
Cal))

‘QUR MUZZLED PRESS.

“The Rebel,” being the only So-
ciatigt phper of lurge gencral circula-
tion published near the border, has
been in a position to point out, months
ago, that this situation was hound to
develop with the passing of the davs.
It is not in a “I told you so” spirit
that T record this fact and point out
that, so far as telling the truth about
the Mexican situation, all the othet
southern papers might as well have
been published  in ‘T'imbuctoo. We
merely record the fact, so that out
statement as to what will occur in
the future in Mexico may be carcfully
studied by those who are thinking of’
buying land in Mexico or expect to
have financial dealings of any char-f
acter across the Rio Grande, and also
to those thousands of people in the
South who desire to learn the whole
truth from an unbiased source,

The first bed rock fact to assimilate,
if we would understand what is going
on in Mexico, is this: 7,500 families
own the land upon which 18,000,000
people dwell, Ninety-five per cent of
these millions are no more to blame
for what is going on than an unborn
child, ‘I'he vast majority of the Mexi-
can people are the most amiable and
peaceable creatures on carth,  ‘I'heir
wants are {ew; their aspirations are
dim; their ambitions are slight; and’
they will never fight until they are
lashed into doing so with the iron
thonged whip of hunger. Those who
foment the trouble in Mexico are of
an entirely different character, (‘““I'he
Rebel,” TTallettsville, Texas.)

Tf we dammned foreigners will only
keep our hands off, the peon will
make good his claim; he will re-es-
tablish a natural law.

While our single-tax friends and
all the rest of us prate glibly about
the uatural relations of man to the
carth, these peons put the idea inlo
practice; and the demi-respectable
single-taxers especially  flatter and
boost this direct application of their
theogics by a silence so absolute that
one can hear it. M'he reason? ‘I'he
single-taxer is a respectable politician;
the peon is a direct actionist. (“The
Syndicalist.”)

-

Syndicalist action has nothing to do
with government or majorities, TIf
we obey the will of the majority, we
allow ourselves to be led by the spine-
less ones, by the standpatters who
are always willing to be explaited,
Keep your eyes open and you will
soon notice that only the nien of
strong will, the rebels, those who are
impervious to the influence of a mob-
like majority, are doing work that
counts, (Pouget.) .

The strike situation in the Kanaw-
ha coal fields of West Virginia is very
serious,  Practically a revolution
against constituted state’ authority is
in progress, Tn three days, sixteen
lives were lost in strike riots, One
hundred and twenty-five strikers are
out in full force, It is a condition of
anarchy. DPortions of four counties
are under martial law. Those arrested
will he tried by a military court and
summarily punished if proven guilty.
(“Los Angeles Daily Times.”)
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Mexican N
According to the latest 1l Paso de-
spatches, dated March 28, Gen, QOjeda,
the Ilederal eommander, having 300
men under hin, i surrounded by
twelve hundred rebels a few miles be-
low Naco, Sonora, and a baftle is in
progress, both sides using machine
guus,
Despatehes {from Piedras Negras of
the same date repreaent the Constilu s
tionalist moverment as haviug  heen
formally launched, following a,meet-
ing at ITacienda de Guadalupe, State
of (.Enahuil:t, in which representalives
from (he various Northern States par
ticipated. An agreement was reached
and will be published as a manifesto,
[t appoints Venustiano Carranza, gov-
ernor of Caahuila, general in-chief,
authorized to ovganize the Counstitw
tionalist forces thronghout the coun:
try against the Huerta-Diaz dictator
ship; and states that all States will he
kiven thirly <days from the date of
publication in which {0 withdraw from
allegianee tn the existing regime, ‘e
sighatures of several hundred repre-
sentatives are said to have heen ap
pended, ' Both from Guaymas and
Mexico City cone reports  that  a
steamer carrying 400 lederal soldiers
from  Manzanillo to Guaymas  has
been blown up near the latter point.
The veport Jacks confirmation,
Mexico City despatehes of March
28 claim that relations between [luer-
ta and Diaz are badly strained, and
that the friends of the latier are ure-
ing him to take control aud end the
reign of tevror which, they say, pre-
vails in the capital, “I'he reports have
it that Dia’ fricuds say they ave on a
war footing and ar¢ preparing  to
geize the arsenal, Government troops
are said to be pavading all approaches
to the arsenal and palace, .
_ Huerta has been reported as hurry-
ing 400 men from various points on
the Pacific coast to Guaymas, and it
it believed that the necessity of facing
an advance thence on Hermosillo, the
- capital of Sonora, is responsible for
“the fighting and renewed activity near
T\.'ncn. where hitherto the Constitu-
tinnalists have been content to play a
waiting game, believing they could
starve the gnvernment troops into sur-
render.

The week appears to have been one
of unusnal inactivity, with the censor-
-ship on the Mexican press more se-
.vere than ever angd the interest of the
Umte(_l States papers absorbed by the
calamities at Dayton, O.. and Indiana
and Nebraska points. The discovery
of an alleged plot to assassinate
Huerta was the signal for numerous
arrests

MUST HAVE LAND.

Poor Madero! Another
gone wrong!

Madero was the son of a wealthy
Mexican land-owner,. who saw the
misery of his countrymen under the
despotism of Diaz and set out to rem-
edy it and create a revolution by com-
bining exploiters with exploited. He

idealist

otes |

united . capitalists.. whao had_not re-
ceived their share of the Diaz graft,
and the starving peons who had never
received a living share of the prodiet
of their labor. . -

Madero was successful enough in
dethroning old Diaz and in retiring
the Diaz- ring of capitalists in favor
of his own family .and his capitalist
hackers, but when he started to carrv
out his land pTomises to his peon sup-
potters his troubles ¢ommenced,

Mexico is controlled by ah oligarchy
of 10,000 land-owners; the rest of the
people are poverty-stricken and illit-
erate, 80 per cent being pure Indians.
Hence, when Madero tried to put in
force his program of “divide the land,”
although he had the vast majority of
the people on his side, yet they were
completely unorganized, and hence
helpless to back him up His own
capitalist backers naturally gave him
no support in his land program; in
f:{ct, his own family went back on
him. He was a puppet. He never did
have the sympathy of his capitalist
stpporters,;and 'it’ was not:16ng’ bé-
fore the peons, seeing nothing beine
done for them, deserted rim. His fall
became an absolute certainty. .

However, the assassination of Mj-
dero will not solve the land problem
in Mexico, and it is quite certain that
General Huerta has no intentions in
that direction.

Zapata is the only hope of the
peons, and he seems unable to do
much beyond conducting a guerilla
fight.

Sooner or later the United States
must intervene, but even sa there is
no possibility of peace in Mexico un-
less the peons are given much land
now held by Mexican and American
landlords.

‘We probably shall see a plan finallv
adopted somewhat after that by which
the Friars’ land was restored to the
Filipinos.

Such a plan would combine a meas-
ure of justice to tlhe peons together
with economv for nothing is as cost-
ly as war. (“Wilshire's.)

f\TTACKED ON ALL SIDES.
) ‘Mothe_r Earth” for March, only
st received, is exceptionally strong.
Emma Goldman is always at her best
+ when writing on woman's enslave-
ment by the fetiches of morality, and
the article on John Most pays fully-
deserved tribute to the task that great
pioneer of Direct Action faced. Nat-
urally the German Socialists. dazzled
by what thirty years have shown to
be a veritable mirage, hounded him
with the untiring cruelty of which
only fanatics are capable An even
more noteworthy article, however. is
(hat entitled “The Troubles of Social~
ist Politicians.” bv M. B., which deals
caustically with Hunter's labored ef-
forts to arouse prejudice against Syn-
dicalism by identifying it with Anarcht
ism—a tactic the more contemptible
because so manifestly out-of-date,

he notice of recent developments in
the Mexican Revolution is preceded
by a good historical sketeh of the part
played by peasant uprisings in the
evolution of Europe.

“The Social War,” New York Citv's
latesi revolutionary paper, devotes the
greater part of its second issue to a
review  of  the damage

et gt
wrought by the lavyers” and’ preach-
ery who have swirmed, into the so-
ealled revolutionary movement. It
sags, and surcly with  justice, that
these people  always  have axes‘to
grind; and that their superior, Jiterary
and- platforni attainments, the “¢omn-
pigative leisnige they gnjoy—which en-
ables them to get up slates and frame
combinations m a manner impossible
to the.ardinary warker—and ' the in-
fluence they thus nequire over part
machinery and press, render it fuevl-
table that such” axes will be ground
successfully,  Furthermote, it em-
phasizes the devotion o oratars—a
weakness mhented from centuries of
priesteraft The writer of the artiole,
Gustavns Myers, might well have add-
ed that nowhere. is this more lament-
ably the case than iy these United
Statest since with*us {he platform is
a pulpit, from which orators assassi-
nate the truth and logle with impunity.
no interrmption or eriticism being al-
lowed.

Marry Kelly sarcastically congrat-
ulates the warkers an Wilson's ad-
mission ta the cabinet, and trusts that
he will Tabor for the proletariat as ar-
dnously as have John Burns and Mil-
lerand.  He sizes up Haywood's ex-
pulsion from the Nalional Executive
Commuttee of the Socialist Pasty at
its proper valne, hailing it as at once
logical and a  cheering sign of
pProgress, \

The attack on politicians—above all;
an the Socialist politicians—has fairly
begun, and st should be pressed unres
mittingly and remorselessly, for “it is
astonishing how long a rotten state
of things will hang together, provided
vou do mot handle it too roughly.”
This country is full of earnest man
and women who have sacrificed every-
thing for the revolutionary cause, only
to see the movement they started so
painfully side-tracked by profit and
notoriety-hunting schemers. On their
own individual ‘account they have 2
right to feel bitteier than gall. For
the sake of the revolution they have 2
duty which calls on them to war un-
ceasingly.

R S E———
THE REAL CRIMINAL.,

The times through which the unfor-
tunate Mexican people are passing are
indeed terrible. The downfall and
death of Madera have cast them dear,
but so alsn did his administration. All
the time, in fact, the people suffer
and still suffer, while the great lying
international capitalist . press” write
about the virtues of this or that great
man whese “strong rule” is ‘doing
such wonders for his country. So
Madero is being praised by some,
Diaz by others, while none. will tell
us the truth of what has been happen-
ing these past days, viz, that all the
vile treachery, the ruthless bloodshed,
{he callous cruelty that is reported to
us, is simply an instance, in all its
naked hideousness, of the egtablish-
ment of government, It is an example
clear as day of how governments
hold their power, and by what meth-
ods they are brought into being. The
process may extend ‘dver centuries; as
has been the case  England, or it
may fast but a few days; as happered
in Mexico, But the fact:remainsy,in
thesé 'as in all,cases: - . Governments.
rest ‘on barbarous, ymmitigated brute
force, “dnd ‘only maintain their powet
so long as that force is effective,
“Law anr order!” “The sacredness
of human lifel”" Rubbish, ‘Cudrartee
the' financiérs the intér tsew;Bra *
the financiers the interest on their
loans, and you can have any sort of
government you like, from a French
Republic ta a Russian Autocracy; and
Jbuman life will be valued as it was in
the Lena goldfields, or in the streets
of Mexico City. What are the crimes
of all the social ontcasts comparéd to
the crimes of government? (“Free-
*dom,” London.)

——————
PHILOSOPHY OF DESPAIR,
So much gush s being uttered

against “direct action” nowadavs that
one is delighted to hear something
really great said about it. Job Har-
riman, the high mogul of the stand-
‘patSocial - Democerats ' of * California,
flung a fine bonquet at it recently,
“Direct action,” said he, “is the phi-
losophy’ of despair.” Then he rested,
while the hats went high in the air.
T wish T had beeh there to add my
new cap to the fling-up. T wounldn’t
have cared’ if it never came down.
For Job gave vent to a mighty truth.
“Direct action” is indeed the philoso-
phy of despair. Tt is the philesophy
of those who, despair of achieving
their emancination by electing jaw-
smiths to office. (Jay Fox in “The
Syndicalist.”)
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o Set Them Free :

© The indisputable facts, now O
© coming out in all the leading pa- ©@

pers and magazines, show con- O
O clusively how correct were our O
O imprisoned comrades in their @
© contention that the Maderos ©
© were cheating their country out O
© of the revolution for which it ©
© had voured out its bleod, -9
©  Seldom, if ever, has history ©
© justified a group of men s0 @
8 quickly and completely. All the @
© world knows today that they are, O
O not criminals, but all the world ©
O does not know, as we do, that ©
© perjury was employed against ©
Q them. [+
© Not for the sake of the Ma- O
© gons individually; not for the ©
© sake of Rivera or Figueroa, but &
@ for the sake of the inconceiv- ©
O ably important principles at ©
Q stake; for the sake of standing ©
O loyally by our own men, who ©
O themselves stood logally by ©
© truth; for the sake of vindicating 0
0 those who faced power and priv- O
O ilege that they might rescue suf- ©
O fering humanity, we should agi. ©
0 tate unceasingly for the libera- ©
O tion of the,members of the Junta- O
O of the Mexican Liberal Party @
O now imprisoned in McNells 6
0 Taland, ¢
O Parole has been sefused, It O
O should not discourage us, It ©
O should make us work the harder ©

Q for absolute pardon, ]
000000020060000000
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