. Socialist. Party trough...Next.
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One Socialist At
Los. Angeles, the “chemically pure”,
i wallowing in scandals, as prelimi-
nary to the selection of a new set of
administrative rulers, That which,
being "the most spicy, necessarily at-
tracts’ universal attention is over the
“White "Slave Traffic”,, in which a
band of young girls is dénouncing-a
Yorde of maneyed men, pillars of the
chufrch, philanthropists and what not.
I ‘mysclf do not read that sort of
stuff, Having léarned long ago - that,
when women have to scll themselves,
a congiderable percentage will take
the job that pays, regardless of il de-

.A‘boqt the only piece of svi-
I noticed was that one of these

tails,
dence I
young innocents consented to giving
an . ¢lderly millionaire a.bath, and re-
ceivéd eight hundted dollars, Tt takes

3 .

an.-ordifdry. wotking girl some three,

years’ of slavery .in factory or store
to earn that much, and thoustnds will |,
make ihat comparative calculation,
with appropriate reflections, A few
others, still mote refléctive, will un-
derstand’ that gentlemen, whose onty
otcupation is receiving rents and clip-
ping_coupons must have their jttle
pleasures or.die of ennui. A society
rottén to the, core, and nowhere more
! n ‘the so-called City of |
where the charch 1nrds
it imperionsly while churchmen gro-
vel, day and night, at Mammon's feet!
No city: in_‘the world will skin you
more mercilessly, and "none sniyel
more unctuously ag it performs the
operation, .

. . EREIE

,The other—which is_of interny-|
tional importance, since it will affect,”
and' most profoundly, the entire revo-
lutionary movement,~is the expospnre]
of ghe inside  workings of the Social-
ist party mavement. . “The . “Times”,
which: ‘has, decured ‘the services of a
most ‘competént. informer in .the pef-
son of the late “Reverend”, but still
exteedingly - alive, - Bdward | Adams

Cantrell. is) conducting: the ‘enquiry, [herds

and. with..alt -

S the. zeal” which is its
habit ‘when it has the drop on 2 mor-

tal foe, Mr, Cantrell -has been of
the. Party's; ‘chasen. few  fof .years;
tias: been -adiitted freely to the JI

of Holies; knows all its scérets.f']“hi;
informatinn_he is handing oyt daily |
. the “Times”; with copies o
accounts ‘and, other. entertain-
ihits, 'which speak volumes for
ly. with,

ing.exh
1]

urthier ‘criticigm
‘wock, both: hecause, T wish
e full .reports . before sye,
3 se.T am not inclinef, to write
hastily: on a-subject so serious, As ]
haye passed some-twenty active years
in Log.Angcles: much information has
been, thruat .upon me; in{ormation -1/
haye never sold or sought 1o sell; but
infoemation that cured me long ago of
all jnclination. to gather “round the
ot week:
1,stiall apalyse the Cantrell lepters as
completely; and: coldlyas I can, with
%omment_s_ from .my experience.
Meanwhile as; the lawyeis say, 1 Jay
a: foundaiion. 1 n :
from . the. ‘magnificent a
“Bread and the Soul,”, coni
nnths. | i

HY

i
v . duoting e

on

cialisi
catim‘!?

3
i1

Herrop s,
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4 to buy. the
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con-

C Xt t that the Socialist
ception of { saciety s be explicitly; an
stowtly propounded; .. For there tends
to, preyail, in these days, a corrupting,
conception. of, Sacialism as 2 mere ex-
tefision, a functional i

( ihcrease, of the
exisfing society. . The ‘wotd has been
stretched, to cover any sumbes of
plausible proposals, of “idle propitia-
tory:reforms, which are not ‘even So-
ciajistic in their trend—proposals and
reforms which™ Sacialiam would ren-
deér superflupus.  And the health ;

Jicartiness of the Socialist movement
are sapped by a mongre} host of noisy
narasites, feligious and political, who
can_dind no other body. upon which
tio"fagten themsélves, . It. is time that
the beginning and the end.c ¢

‘ism be made plain; that its intentions
toward snciety ‘be'stated honestly and
without apology; thit it purify its

.deed a hopeless infidelity toward 1l

whigh -he kept his]d

1] of. docial property as

¢ end.of Social-}

recdgnition that iety, by the sys-
tpm-of social production-for:private,
profit, is divided. into two classes, en-
gaged in perpetunl  war with each
other: one a producing and the, other
an- ‘exploiting .class. . Substantially:
stated, the present avénnization of the
world is in .order .that a .compara-
tively few may .campel the lahor nf
Tte ‘many, and appropriate its fruits.
ixiating political institutions have no
ather end than this private - seizure
| of ‘sdcial production, over and ahnve
the téwest scale of living which lahar.
cafi® he coerced into accepting. That
tl::;eapifa]ist ‘warks, does not argue
adiinit ‘the existence of his class. Or
that ‘fhe ruler works, does not argne
~the parasitical natires of his
on. . The work of the canitalist
t5 in’ the exploitatinn_of the real
er: the work of the ruler con-
n _thc défense of the ‘nroperty of
apitalist—without which - canital-
the ruler could-not he. And he-
twlcen the workers and the class that
P} qses‘ifself of their product, there
lie.neither identity of interest nor
sogial peace.- ' '

* =

-Narvauaht there to he. Tt is an ni-
tefly-irrational and immoral saciety, an
inpanclv wasteful industriat arranme-
ment. by which  the bulk of the
wiirld’s popunlation is engaged.in pro-
ducidg swealth it is never to enjoy.
Teis really a-world of slaves we are
fiving in; and freedom, either of lahor
or spitity is a fiction. Tree labor gnd
free'mpr have no existence apart from
3 cnmmunity of nwnership and inter-
est in oroduction, As the work of
the world.is now carried on, the pro-
duction. of. things proceeds through

and body. And to close our eves to

.this, to consent to a saciety that di-

vides mankind into owners and work-
ers, masters and servants, tich’ and
poor. governors and governed, is ini-

is the most absolute atheism of wlich
one can be guilty. ., a

: *ownm o
Capitalist- society is ‘the destrover
of the individual, ” Under the profit-
making system of production, we have
only - masters on the oné side and
of dependent toilers on the oth-
And-in_the great -indutsrial na-

er.

‘tions, there is a decreasing individual-

ization. of man, Tndeed, it is doubt-
fyl if there exists in -the .warld ‘a
wholly’  déveloped individual. - The
lives of those who have and of those
who have not are alike swallowed: up

£ ]in 2 needlessistruggle for physical ex-
[istence,

Capitatism i the organiza-
tien - of a widlent: enercion of .the in-
iduals and:-the end ‘thereof .is so-
disintegration: and nniversal
irium. For wherever. indpstr:
velopment: hegins,: -under. . capifalis
whether. in Japan or:‘China, in Pen
svlvania. or Poland; there the -decay
i i 1t :is - the .capitalist
increase :making the world.a
desperate: shambles, .and . _{illing -the
minds-of imen with..despair as to. the
human future,: It;is through chpitalist
centralization that men are herded in
the dirf. the disease and the-ugliness
of tenements, of factoties and minipg
shanties. -1t ds: " throngh. capitalism
that s& many millions: of. childrer-nev-
er. bebold:the green fi¢lds, -nos. any-
thing - but _.ther dilapidation.. the bar-
renness. the: dumb . anid helpless. so
of eongested ind\liti'_inl LS

& “standp:
pitalismis;
: = Tt*is time ‘that the
Socialist truthfullv. retsirns the charee
which the capitalist . falsely makes as!
to the intention of Socialism -concern-
ing the needful property of ‘the in-
dividual: Tt is capitalism that is the
real destroyer of private property, and
1s well; and So-
cialism comes as the savior and pre-
server of property. It s in its de-
struction of nrivate nroperty that the
first cure of capitalism lies. - Under
capitalistic ‘or profit-making produc-
tion, it.is but to.comparatively few
that property. is; possible: and -that
only through social ‘exploitation. Un-
det a true Socialism, in a free and
communistic snciety, each would he
able to have that which is ‘peculiarly
his own: wonld be able to possess
private property which the individual
must have in order to express and
‘fulfil himself..- - .

: o

* * L

Tlie ancient. and  increasing dream,
15-0ld as the mind of man, as pew 23
the. unborn” future, of a cooperating
abd: communistic’ world, ~providing

arments, Hor suffer them 1o be worn | equal freedom and choice for-all. its
'Ey ; ading evd s or poli- | spembers—the fization ,-of _this
ticigng. X dream is as certain as the continua-

Tw e

Any. true understanding of Social-
ism must begin. with.a frank recogni-
tion.of the econamic basis and con-
trol. of society.  All social power, in
“its. last analysis, is economic. ()
‘mattér what the patuse. of siuch pow-
er .may..seem to be,. its substance is

" the privaté possession and disposa) of |}

common  necessities ‘produced " by
common labor,  Pufting it simply and
- symbolically, the world/s brénd is thé
key to the world’s ‘control; ‘and the|
quality of this control over, bfead de-]
termines the. quality of the world—
determines "its “social groups afnd’its;

©

individual types. Whoever oy th
bread_that T must have or the taols
T must yse in order to obtaip it, he is

the owner of me—whether I know it
or not. .. From the modes by which
the-bread of snen is gained, or from
" revolts against these niodes, rise not|
only the customs and institutions of
society,. the” dominion of stagés and
classes, but also the gods and tém-:
ples, the philosophies.and faiths. the
schools and sciences. The power of
hread is the power of life and death

both™ physical and .spiritual; it is the:j
r to release: or - imprison thejj
s gttention, to open or closg thedd

. powe
~m - L. Ll .
* regions of; man’s advance intp, the un-

« known asd the unconqiered’ .. -

’ s x T .

- .. Agaim-there can be no.true binder-,

“standing of Socialism agart from th

ance of man. ‘The mankind that is
great enough to dream the dream is
also_ preat enough io fulfil it; to
tranalate it into daitv and universal
fact. And near is the hour of pos-
ble fulfilment. Man is cramped and
iffed by his present intolerable con-
ditions, ~ He ' is breaking down the

of his manifold nrisons. -He is
. The -is spreading the
ifigs of -an immeasurable expansion.
And it:is possible, when ‘we waken
frém our political delirium, from our
industrial insanity, from our fanatical
unfaith .in freedom-—when . the stain
of ‘history is washed away and . the

s [cleansed and upstanding soul discov-

ers itseli—it is possible that we shall
theit be as miuch greater-than' what
we now are as what we now are i
gréater than the ancestral ape of ‘sci-
entific ‘ddgma..

1 - _GRAND PARADE, MAY 4.
" Workers and all who sympathise

f with the struggle for Land and Lib-

erty are asked to remember that May
-parade will be held, having for its
iediate object the urging phe‘ re-

Jthan the “Los Angeles

the destrustion of human beings. soitl | 1

‘{the Upited. States_houndary,;

. What is the matter with” Mexien?
Precisely what is the matter with the
Uhited " States, Great Britain.and ev-
ery civilized country in which the
masses are protesting against drude-
ing and starving in the midst of plen-
ty. In a word, the matter with Mexi-
co has been, is and, apparently, for
some time ta come will:be—.
NOPOLY. Tor proof weiqguote ex-
tensively from no less ‘an’anthority

Times? a pa-
per that, while fighting to-ilie death
all ‘revolutionary mavements, has us-
.ually the courage to publish the evi-
dence on the other side, however det-
rimental to its own chse that evidence
may be. From F. G. Cirpentet’s arti-
cles .on Mexico, published 'wéekly in
the “Times,” we také 1he following
information, which, we supfiose. would
have_heen received hy the"Socialist
and Labor nress with seornful incre-
dulity had it appeared in “Regenera-
cion.” e

“The great trust heré is’the land
trust,  Something like one thousand
families nwn_the hulk of the good
lands of. Mexico, and for .génerations
have been ruling the coynpry., They
have had their, lobbyists heré at the
capital. and when they have pined
the statemen. have had to dance, The
nower -of -this land trust wns,. well
known to Parfirio Diaz, and.'the on-
nasition to it brought-abaut fhe down-
fall of his administration.,,, il

7 kriew that the. time. had,
e up.the lands, and he v

me to
plan-

ning to tax them with'a view.of so

doing, PBut the. power of . hacen-
dado in th_e Federal Congress.and the
State: Legislatures. was more -than he
‘could - overcome,” and he failed. e
‘tried to tax the big estates which were
not in cultivation, and to thus hring,
.ahout their division, But he was balk-
‘ed-at everv turn, and -the result was
his downfall, . -
Promises Unfulfilled,
“Tt svas upon- promises .to hring
about a. Jand . division that Madero
made_his .campaign-{d}h. the -Pregiden-
ev. He stumped the. countrv, saying
that if. e became -President he wonld
50 tax-thé big estates that the.own-
ers could not. afford to keep -them.
He also said that he- micht -compel
the hacendadosor - larde. Jandholders
ta give farms to men, who were work-
mz_.:ghem,;,..Hc} told . the; peons-.that
their wa?cs would seon g0 .apto. $1
anday., . Hei said thev would have :a

of small. farmer
“}t awas Ahese hir Tandholders :t

N

sthat

argely ‘aided-'in; bringine. ahout the
defeat - and. death .of. Madero,. and
President :Fuerta and his party.arg
indebted to them... The.common peo-
ples:however, have learned too much
and gonie too far to recede. The gov,
ernment knpws.that ‘there can be no
permanent peace: withawt 'a movement
toward. a .division: .of .the Jands, .and
Congress is now: tryino go hrine forth
some scheme which willresult in.such
division. : One :plan;which is agitated
is. the. restoration of the communal
lands:-ahout:the . towns to the Indians
who, formerly owned them. And there
ather nlans to wine out the .feudal

the countey. [

is to_he hetween: the Tandless and . the

. landholder and .the land monop-

on.in-one. foym or

_b;:longs:: to;the!

. Lords. o . Eacth.

Haw woild -yon like to_ have,S000
amilies own, the whole United.: States?

Such.a 1

the samé as that.which-exists.in Mexi-

own milligns of acres of farming”and
grazing land, and who in addition have
mines, houses and gold galore.
“Let me give vou a few instances.
The biggest landowner of all is Don
Tais Tersazas of the State of Chi-
huahua, He and his.immediate rela-
tives own - outright. over 7,000,000
acres of the most fertile lands of
Northern ;Mexico... They keep it in
big tracts and the most of it,is em-
ployed for- stock raising. only. Ter-
razas brands 60,000 calves every. year
and he has ‘on his . place . enormous
droves of horses and mules and flocks,
of sheep.and:goats.. " He o nearly
all of the 1and between Chi 1a and
d_you
may ride farther than fiom . New York
to Washinrgton on .the rdilroad in
crossing his . farms from . nosth to
south, ! . - R

“They ate widér from eéast to, west
than ,1heé. distance betweei] . Baltimore
and New York, and indeed the. boun-
daries are.so poorly defined. that no
one knows just where thev end.” The
people here say that Terrazas does
not know how much land he has and
that he-could lose a thousand beef
cattle and not feel the loss. He is
without_doubt_about the tichest man
in Mexico, He is worth’ something
like $100,000,000 and is ‘tlie- autocrat
of the State of Chihuahi Co.
" “Another man who has millions in
this same State is Enrigue-C. Creel,
who wis formerly the Mexidan Am-
b dor at Washi He is a
son-in-law of Tersazas. but is said to
be worth about $20,000,000 in his own
right, much of it heing in Jand and
cattle, Mr. Creel was born _in Chi-
huahua. - His father was’a Kentuck-
ian, who came to this country during
the Mexican war and later on set-
tled here. He had a family-of seven,
and Enrique C., the eldest:boy, was
named after Henry Cl . .

The Madero Family.

“Jisst across the border. of Chihua-
hua is the State of Coahuila, where
the Madero family owns its vast es-
tates, which are now liable to confis-
cation, and a little to the southward,
in San Luis Potosi, is Encarnacion
Ipina, who holds more than 1,700,
acres, Ipinolhas live stock which ex-

lgase of the members of the Mexica
Liberal Party mow imprisoned in

I MeNeil’s Istand. The parade is timed

the -afterncon,

to.start from the Plaza at 2 o'clock in

ceed in ¥ many times that’of
all the cattle, camels and sheep owned
by Job, the famed monogolfst of the
L;nd oibyz, anddhe n'Iso ntsC% corn,
wheat, beans and potatoes, Never-
theless, riot one-twentici ol His-Tands

s {have come here to the canital. while
. i

chance-ta:hny:land, and - that fie would 1
={ereate a.class of sr e

livision, woild be somewhat-

icn todav., There ‘are.men here who {p,

nltivati
lworkmen cannat-buy: an acre to hold
in fee simple, ' " .

“Another hig owner in the same
state is Mrs, Sarah ‘I, De Lee. She
has-over a million agres, and of these
she enltivates -only..50,000,

“In the State' of Tlaxeala, which is
ahont half the ' size: of Chnnectient,
thirty-nine persons ‘or familics own
all ‘the land, and'this notwithstanding
the nopulation is:almost 200.000. Tn
the Territarv.of Tepic, which has over
170,000 -inhibitants; the countrv is
nractically owned-by. thirty-one fami-
Yies, and in Tamanlipas lives Manuel
Gonzales, who awns 3500000 acres,
oF an area which'is almost twq-thirds|
a5 him as Massachnsetts. Neverthe-
less, Gonzales cultivates only one acre
in everv 700, and- his- vast horde of
peons do not own -the land upon
which their rude homes are built,

made nn of tropicil lowlands, and its
nroperties are about the most sube
Aivided of all the - Mexican states.
Nevertheless there are many land.
holders there possessing fram 150000
ta 250,000 acreseach, and 2 man nam-
od RBraniff. ‘who 'is_of Rritish and
Snanish  descent, ‘has 32000 acres
planted to wheat and manv square
miles devated to cattle. Tie has thir-
tv acres of lawn in Tis home grounds
and he lives Tika a lord. Tis hacien-
da emplova 1800 men; and it takes
nopnlation of ritore than 5000 ta care
for it. Ten thonéand cattle feed upon
its - pasturesi’ and among {hem are.
some of the hest animals which fioht
in the hullrite at Mexien Citv. This
plantation ‘lias large irrimated areas
and its ‘awner has - erected dams and
canals at a cost of huiidreds of thou-
sands of dollars, The plantation has
railroads upni it and a- flour mill
worked hv electricitv.

- - The Monev-Spenders, .

- #Tn_Yucatan ihere are alsa large es-
states, some of them exceedingly prof-
itable, owing to the cultivation of
hemp. The same large’ holdings
might he éited in other parts of the
republic, but this will shaw vou how
the lands are tied up and keot out af
the hands of the people who wanld
cultivate them.

“These haciendadons, as the plutn-
crat landliolders are called, have
imoney bevond the dreams of avarice.
They nsually Tive magnificentlv nupon
their estates; but just now, while the
rehel: and’ bandits are moving about
aver Mexien, a large number of them

houses d for the past two

years ha pt off their farms.
PR E T jome \of the: higgest. es-
tatoq 1 65t BE the fighting goes

)
. Take fhat of Terrazas: Tlhé reb-
els of Chihuahug have torn up the
railroads. and the Mexican -Central
line, which, goes south_from El Paso,
has heen long out of running. The
trouble . there . has largely .come
through Terrazas himsel. who is said
as” autocratic .as jthe Czar of
Hesis now. an. old man, but
his_sons.rule, and' it is they who are
trying.to protect. the property.”
e r—————

Mexican Notes

cordingto 2’ snecial despatch to

. mng:’
thg *Lo, Angeles Times”. dated Mex-
jco City. Aptil: 30, Zapata has sent a
commimjgatipn to-Huerta to the effect
that thé capital will soon be “under
tebel managément and that 2 +evo-

riary government, from President
downward, will be installed. ‘The no-
fice is described further 'as ' stating
that all the Northern ‘leaders -are
working under Zapata’s orders: and
that when the assault is made it will
e by a united force. The “Times”
considers that the threat is not an idle
one, as that very day eight more

. “The State of Vera Cruz is Iarmelv |

slow ta master,

Juarez is Mexico's imnst important
port of entry along the Soutliern hor-
der, and the fact that the Tederal
troops have heen ordered to evacuate
it and march {o the relief of Chihna-
hua shows how hard pressed-the gove
ernment is, The rehels have recap-
tured Jiminez, hnld Rnsalia, taken a
few days agn, and their forces are,re-
norted as stretching from the neigh-
horhood of Parral to Bachimba, thirty
miles South of Chihuahua,

According to a snecial Washington
report to the “Tribtine,” wnder “date
of Aoril 29. the situation in Mexico
had been discussed at lengih in that
day’s cabinet meeting, even the Jap-
anese emhroalio heing, for the mn-
ment, laid aside.

‘An Eagle Rack desnatch of Aoril
29 is vesnonsible for the renort that
Gens, Auvhert and Lonez had entered
into neentintions with Carranza, and
that to this was due the sudden cesea-
tion of activity in the zone which the
latter conirnls, The Ines of Aubert
would he one .of the most serinns
blows the eovernment conld snstain.
. Warned to Lenve,

From San Antonio, Tex.. comes a
despatch, dated Mayv 1. ta tlie effect
that a representative of Carranza has
<ent warning ta forcigners resident i
Mexien City, urging them to leave
without delav. while the raitroads are
<till onen, as 1he city will be attacked
‘shortly.. .

i The State Department of the Con-
stitutionalists, located at Piedras Ne-
fras, has issued a statement which
mns, in part:  “Diaz offered to put
himself entively at the disposal of
Carranza in every wav and to carry
oout any orders given him. His offer
to obey Carranza jn all things was as”
complete as possible.  Carranza ah-
solutely refused to entertain the offer

-lin any way. .and ordered the emis-

saries to leave the country at once,
which they did” .

* The situation, iherelore, anpears to
stand thus. TFeliz Diaz and Muerta
are in open hostilitv, and the former
has been seckine alliances which have
been refnused. ‘This is entirely in ac-
cord with what was to have heen ex-
nected, for, although Felix Diaz and
Huerta in. combination ‘succeeded in
seizing the gaovernmental /veins, nei-
ther has ever had the backing of ‘the
country, any mare than had Gen.
Reves, when he strove to estallish a
military dictatorship. . Rule - by the

army is the lIast. thing- Mexicans
want. Thev have had a long and

tragic experience of what that means.
Detween 1500 and 20000 federal
troops were renorted, May 1, as hav-
ing  been Tanded. at Guaymas, fn
antitipation of a threatened attack bv
land and sea, which-is.expected with-
in the next few days. L
Free transportation has Dbeen fur-
Markstall, arrested for selling litera-
who have. lef¢ Cananea, owing to the
closing down of plants. News of a
general closing down of banks and-
industrial estahlishments also cones
from Hermoasillo, the - capital of Sa-
nora. On the other hand. Huerta is
reported as having nrocured a loan of
$7.500,000 through the Pearson (Eng-
lishY oil syndicate, ¥ K
Gen., Leondrd Wood has veturned
from an inspection of the horder and
reports that whereas, a few moriths
ago, he. found public apinion’ unani-
mously against American interven-
tion. lie now finds a complete revolu-
tion in.that regard.. Our understand-
inir is that Gen. Wood is exceedinglv
likely to express sentiments which
are pleasing to the authorities and|
himself. -Tt is said that the maps kebt
in the offices of the-general staff of
the United Statés army, at Washing-/
ton, -show a- steadv closing in on-
Mexico City, and that the staff. ex-
pects that the Mexican government
soon will be cut off from.comunica~
tion with the outside world. :
[ ——

A DIRECT ACTIONIST.

“In this one hellish town (a mining
town in West Virginfa), there is more
degeneracy " per capita than in. any
town of equal population. in the coun-

towns had fallen into Zapata’s hands,
and the entire TIsthmus of Tehuante-
pec, together with the State of Oaxa-
ca, i now under rebel rule. Gen.
Aguilar,, who has been hitherto a

| staunch supporter of the government,

is reported as having joined Zapata,
taking with him all his armed follow-
ing and military supnlies. - i

In onr judgment this report is en-
titled to more credence than most of
those that have been flying round in
such profusion. There is not ‘th
slightest doubt that Huerta’s position
has béen growing constantly weaker,
and_that- almost the entire sentiment
of the country is against him. Furth-
ermore, timé tries all things, and time
apparently has pointed out Zapata as
the one leader strong enough to sur-
vivé and, therefore, the ome round
whom all would naturally rally if a
rally should*be possible. Tt is also
only just to suppose, alike from Za-
pata’s record: and repeated declara-

pover, he will take immediate and
most drastic-measiires- to restore the
Jand to the-people. . Apart from any
question .of willingness or unwilling-
ntess to “keep: faith, on such a man
the lessons of Diaz” downfall and Ma-
dero’s tragic end can scarcely be
wasted.  Tf there is a man in Mexico
who should know that until Jand ‘mo-
nopoly has been abolished there cari
be no lasting peace, that man must
be-Zapata.
If He Should Succeed.

The -possibility, therefore, that tlie
program, as stated by Zanata, will be
carried out, brings us face to face
with the social question in its most
{ormidable phases. Should Zapata
succeed and prove faithinl, what will
American plutocracy do? How about
the vested interests of European cap-
ital? Will these monopolies be con-
tent to let their holdings go, that in-
dustry in Mexico may have the great-
est boom in history and the nation
take an unprecedentedly forward
forward stride. That unquestionably.
would be the immediate effect of put-
ting into force such a program as
that to which Zapata stands pledged,
and ome can write with confidence,
that Mexico would become, at once,
the easiest .conntry in the world .in
which to make an ample living. It
would set an example that the disin-

tions, that, if he should "finally ‘grasp |

try, I believe. Thig town is owned by
an extremely rich mining company, a
company which has ‘made enormous
dividends through the oppression and
ill-treatment of its workers. The head
nf the eompany is at present in Eng-
land selling bonds. . This settlement of
misery and want, vice and crime, de-
v and ] is 2 men-
ace 1o the health of the rest of the in-
habitants of the zone. It is wiy plan
to apply the torch to this town. to
BURN UP THE MISERABLE HABI-
TATION OF UNPARDONABLE OP-
PRESSION. Such action yill be as-
tounding- to thousands of “people. It
will astound and shock certain mine
owners, but the torch will be applied -to
this place, because the village is a de-
cided menace to the health of, the peo-
ple living in the military zone over
which I have charge. It is in my pow-
er to burn it up.” (Extract from an
interview given to “Grit” by Gen, W.
D. Elliott, commanding State militia
of West Yirglma,)
— e—
BFCOMES TRULY ADVANCED.
Japan, since 1868, when her govern-
ment chaneed from the dunl despot-
ism of the Mikado and the Tycoon to
a representative constitutional gov-
ernment. has made marvelons ad-
vances in adopting the political and
enmmercial methods of western civ-
ilization. Among these advances has
been_ the construction of a navy ex-
ceeding in number of ships and guns
that of Rnssia, Ttaly or Austria, near-
Iv equalling that of France or the
United States and onlv surpassed by,
Germany and Great Britain, (Editor-
ial—“Lons Angecles Daily Times.”)
————lp

MRS PARSONS RELEASED.

Mrs. Lucy Parsons ‘and Ceorge
Kirkstall, arrésted for sclling litera-
ture on the streets withont a license,
were teleased on their own recogni-
zances, by Justice Frederickson, Jast
Wednesday.

The Justice has given no ruling on
the point raised by Attorney Willedd
Andrews, viz.. that the accused were
“principals” and not “agents” and
therefore not within the meaning of
the ordinance. A ruling in his favor
probably would invalidate the entire
ordinance, thanks to which our “Good
Government” officials raise a princely
income by taxing small dealers for

hérited of evéry cotmitfy would not bes

the privilege of earning a living.

Why Mexico Is

Jlands: - “We expect soldiers.
come we will- fight, and if ‘we are

- Forced to Fight

“What is the Matter with Mexico?",
hy John Kenneth. Turner, in the
“Metropnlitan” for May, is an article
that every nne interested in social wel-
fare should read and ponder. We
write “ponder” advisedly, hoth on ac-
eount of . the invaluable information
it contains, and by reason of certain
admissions which. despite Mr, Turner
himself, proves that the case nf Mexi-
co is pn.all fonrs with, that of the
United States. On his inference that
feudalism is peculiar to Mexico, and
does not exist in this country, we
¢ross swords with Mr. Turner once
more: hut we have the greatest ad-
miration for the services he is ren-
dering as a bold and faithful chroni-
cler of facts, :

No one can read Turner'’s article
without understanding cleasly that, as
he himself puts it, the Mexican nen-
ple are in revolution becanse they
want “things, and certain things"—
first and foremost among which is the
land. He makes it élear as crvstal
that they are not considering person-
alities, and that—to tale the snecifi¢
instance of Madero—the President’s
character is a matter of supreme in-
difference, the one desideratnm heing
definite resnlts. These neonle had
averthrown Diaz to gret the land: when
Madero promised them. the land he
was. for a time, the:nation’s idol. He
broke his promise and heeame, most
vighteously. the universal target for
hatred and ahuse. A good, sonnd,
practical, businesslike frame ‘of mind,
insisting on results: a distinet ad-
vance from the primitive. nersonalitv-
worshipping stage in which, as yet,
the disinherited of. other countries an-
parently stick fast.

Proof Most Positive.

An ounce of actual fact is worth
several pounds of abstract argument
and many tons of vague generalising
as to whether Madero was or was not
a well-meaning man. Turner thinks
he was, but. among manv other in-
stairees of his weakness, he gives ns
the full history of 40.000 acres in the
State of Durango. adisining a nroner-
ty of between 2,000,000 and 3.000,000
acres, owned by an amiable. gentleman
named Tomas Willar. Not one ner
cent of Mr, Willar’s nroperty was cul-
tivated, hut naturally he hungered
for the 40,000 acres, which were all
under’ cultivation or pasture, and
worked bv eighty-seven families who
had been therc from time immemorial.
He got a deerce of cjectment—an
easv' matter under Diaz. (Willar is
said to have boasted that he bought it
for $5000), and he attempted to evict
them by legal measures. The accn-
nants résisted and nroved too strong
for the local authorities. Then came,
as alwavs, the threat of federal sol-
diers. For the moment the Madero
révolution. saved the peasants, and
when Madero had -climbed into the
presidential chair. they sent a special
spokesman © to- Mexico “City,” who
pleaded personally with Madero. Fin-
ally—in Tune, 1912—~Madern confirm-
ed the Diaz -decree and the eighty-
seven families were ordered to et
out! ‘Turner shows that Madero
wished to send the troops, and Mr.
Tuarner interviewed their spokesman,
a Mr: Vello, who said to him:  “We
do not care who'is President of Mex-
icoi* All we want is to ‘keep our
If they

beaten we
lution” | :
Lower California’ at Auction.
As illustrative -of the . extent to
which the Mexitan people have been
ousted from- possession .of their own

will have to join the revo-

.{hative land, T'urner ‘states that, Janu-
‘|dry 27, 1913, Madero showed him a

map of Lower California, in which
were marked the land grants made
by Diaz. ‘The words he "uses are:
“That territory, equal in area to Ala-
bama, had been sold in five wvast
tracts for 'about three-fifths of a cent
an acre.” .

The following four paragraphs scem
to us of special significance. and we
réproduce them verbatim. They have
a direct” bearing on the “feudalism”
argument to which Turner apparently
still clings; thereby, in our judgment,
belittling deplorably the Mexican
Revolution’s international importance.
The paragraphs are as follows: .

“Tn the United States the farmer is
an humble person; in Mexico he is'a
king of millionaires. Thé typical farm
in Mexico i5 not of one hundred and
sixty acres, nor .vet of sixteen hun-
dred, but of a million, The Madero
holdings in Coahuila run into the mil-
lions of acres. Nowlere in the world,
not in India nor Egypt nor any coun-
try, are found the vast cotton planta-
tions that are discovered in the state
of Dirango. .

“In a news dispatcli regarding the
operations of the rebels, which re-
cently appeared in the Mexican pa-
pers, it was casually “mentioned that
on- one farm in the state pf Puebla,
the Atecingo, the rebels had burned
two million pesos’. worth of sugar
cane, If'the crop standing in the field
was worth two million. pesos, how
much might the farm itself e worth?

“Instcad of showing a tendengy to
hreak up, this system has been stead-
ily growing stronger.  Always, since
the rule of Spain was fastened upon
Mexico, land bhas been held in huge
tracts, and there have Deen feudal
lords and serfs. DBut in Spanish times
and later, after the independence, 2
considerable -proportion of the com-
mon_people had farms of their own,
which insured them a fair measure of
freedom. Under Diaz nearly all of
these small holdings were swept
away. The big farm reached out and
swailowed the smail farm beside it.
The big farm grew larger and larger.
The big farm did not need the new
giound “for purposes of production.
Tndeed, production was only a remote
consideration, Invariably only a small
fraction of the million-acre farms is
cultivated. ‘The big farm grabbed the
little farm for two reasons: first and
most important, to prevent the peo-
ple from working for themselves—
that is, to leave them no other means
of livelihood except to become peons
on the big farm; second, for specula-

tive purposes, ,
Constitutions Do Not Count.

“The result of this land concentra~
tinn was to give to Mexico a system
analogous in all of the essentials to
the feudalism of Tinropé in the six-
teenth centnry. The anthorities, state
and local, civil and military, were the
same unquestioning servants of the
haciendado as they had heen of the
feudal lord. . The power of the ha-
ciendado was even greater, if possihle, *
the exploitation more severe, The
haciendadn possessed not only the
right of the first night, the power to
pay or withhold pay at will, the pow-
er to dictate ihe daily living of the
peon to the final detail, but also, prac-
tically speaking. the power of life and
death jtself. Tn the capital was a
written constitution which proclaimed
that all men were free; hut to 2 man’
who awned a million acres and ten
thousand neons this  constitution
meant nothine—and it meant nothing
to the peons,”

We calt special attention to the fact
that, as admitted by Turner, it was
under, Diaz that the small holdings
were “swept away: that Diaz, under
the inflience of Limantour and the
“Cientificos”, was madern canitalism
incarnate; that mindern canitalism re-
aroduces fendalism. and, of necessity,
for fendalism is nothing hut the own-
ership of peaple acaquired hv monopo-
lizing the land without which people
cannot exist; that it thus “prevents the
peaple from working for themselves”,
and that, instead of destroying feudal-
jsm, it has given it an enormous im-
petus, putting the earth up to anction
and delivering it into the keeping of
the speculators with the longest
purse. . . .

Mexica is not a counfry suffering
because it is a century hehind us. On
the contrary, it is g country suffer-
ing.from a feudalism bhegotten by
capitalism of the most un-to-date
tvpe; just as is the United States.
The cause of Mexico is, therefore, es-
sentially the cause of America’s dis-
inherited. and of the disinherited
throughout this necdlessly poverty-
strickep world. No country presents
us with a more clear-ent picture of
the universal social problem.

L e

Touching Bedrock

Jn a recent ediforial the “Los f.n-
meles Times” delivered itself the
“Absentee landlordism, once the cu je
of Treland, is absolutely impossiw{e
under the liberal and demoaecratic lzws -

5H

‘however “liberal and demncratic,” rec-

.or presentee, or any other institution

of California.”

Tt seems incredibie that anv setivus
writer, dealing with a State w
from its infancy has made land spe:i-
lation -its commercial cornerstc.ie,
could indulge in such balderdash; a:d
the foregoing ‘extract was properly
taken up by the “Los Angeles Rec-
ord,” in its leading article of April
10. We reproduce the article in full,
both for its intrinsic merit and as a
significant sign of an advancing pub-
lic opinion. . .

"While our Socialist candidate for
Mayor is thundering against monopo-
Iy of light and electric power, there
are thousands who are asking why he
daes not attack the basic monopoly,
that of the soil, from which must come
the light and power. Of course, the
answer is that he and his party are
afraid; afraid of alienating the votes
of thonsands who have yielded to the
land. speculation fever, and are up to
their ‘necks in debt on unpaid instal-
ments. These .people are the finest
Dboosters the great land monopolists
could find, for their financial life de-"
pends on their keeping up the price
of their investments. They are im-
pervious to argument, would punish
remorselessly any party that threat-
ened their shaky interests,and the So-
cialists must have their vote. There-
fore the Socialists cannot run straight,
and therefore, instead of being a help
to the emancipation movement, they
are the heaviest of handicaps. .

After - quoting the passage given
above, the “Record” comments as fol-
lows:

Here, indeed. is fiews. Tirst, the
inference .that absentee landlordism is
no more the curse of Treland. Since
when did it cease to be? | o

.Sccond, that absentee landlordsim
is ‘absoiutely impossible in California.
Since when? 7 .

How about the great Haggin grant -
of 44,000 acres, adjoining the city of
Sacramento, owned for a generation
by a group of Kentucky horsemen,
who held it almost whelly out of use,
for sneculative nurposes? How about

‘the Glenn ranch and the other great

ranches of the- San Joaguin, Sacra-
mento and Santa Clara valleys, owned
by Eastern and European banks and -
syndicates and held for ‘speculative
purposes? Doesn’t the Times writer
know that most of .the great.aspara-
gus delta in the Sacremanto river is
operated on leases and sub-leases by
Japanese and other aliens, Who turn
over their hard-carned profit to en-
rich the coffers of the.absentee land
owner? How about our great cities
—is it not a fact that some of our
finest blocks arc owned in Paris and
Amsterdam? Tt is. . .

The evils of absentee landlardism
may be mitigated by “the liberal and
democratic laws of California,” which,
by the way, the csteemed Times hds
had mighty little to do with cither
framing or cnforcing, but that “ab-
sentee landlordism” is not only entire~
Iy possible, but quite the thing, from
Tia Juana to Trinity and from True-
kee to Tan Toran, is a proposition
which would not admit of debate in
the minds of anvone outside the edi- -
torial room of the Times,

Absentee landlordism is always a
curse, has always been, and will al-
ways be, whether the owner of record
lives in the next block and collects his
rent in person or dwells at Interlaken
and does business through his solici-
tors. And just as long as our laws,

ognize, protect and promote landlord-
ism, whether the landiord be absentee

which permits a man to “reap where
he has not sown, and to gather where
he has not strewn”—just so~long will
our land laws be a curse gnd not a
blessing.
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