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Herded As Cattle”
By Their Masters

The Rock Island railroad displays,
as an advertisement, a large picture
entilled “A Scene en route to Califor-
nia, It shows a drive of cattle. Hun-
dreds are browsing contentedly in and
about the brush, other hundreds are
drinking at the stream, and, superin-
tending and rounding up the whole,
are four mounted men, They sit their
horses quietly, for all around is peace.
But let the cattle show an inclination
to stampede, and presto! those quiet
fignres wake into intensely energetic
life. Tirst they will attempt to soothe
1he troubled throng with soft and
cheering words. That failing they will
crack the whip and ride furiously af-
ter such rebellious beasts as threaten
to revolt. Finally they will use their
guns without remorse, to stop, at any
price, the break for liberty, The herd
must know its Tnssf"sf'

Day after day the cattle trudge
placidly along the route selected, so
long as food is plentiful, water acces-
sible and weather conditions remain
favorahle; for the herders are judi-
cious and do not force the pace. Their
object is to profit by the cattle, whom
they are driving to their slaughter.
This the cattle do not know, and
doubtless they consider their drivess
the Dest friends they have; the guar-
dian angels who pick out rich pas-
tures they never could discover for
themselves; who lead them to the
pleasant waters; who maintain order
and keep the drove together. 'I:hus
doubtless the cattle think while things
go smoothly, but et conditions change
and murmurings begin, If the change
is gradual; if food grows slowly worse
and worse, they will bear it with the
patience of their kind, the weaker
falling behind to die, while the mass
struggles on despite its grumbling.
But if an unexpected catastrophe be-
falls them; if food is cut off suddenly
or a tempest breaks over its head, the
herd immediately takes alarm_ and
may stampede at .any moment. Peace-.
ful submission is tHrown to the winds;
the struggle wi}‘h Lh'e*masters starts,

Tt is useless to pursue the simile,
which must have suggested itself of-
ten to all our readers. No one can
have watched, for example, the land-
ing of a bif shipment of immigrants,
without reflecting sadly, or indignant-
ly, that men and women nowadays
are examined, branded, ticketed and
shipped away like hogs for market.
No ofte can have studied seriously the
sncial question without realizing that
the human herd is tended, fed and
watered by its masters solely for the
money there is in it; that the worker
is a femon valued only for the juice
that can be squeezed out of him, and
thrown into the gutter when that juice
has been extracted, No one who learns
the colossal power the few possess
doubts that they round the cattle up
and ship them as they will, and that
only when the herd breaks desperate-
Iy does it stand theslightest chance
of escaping the shambles that await
it. But then there is the mounted
watcher; the watcher with the lasso
on his saddle horn and the rifle slung
across his knees., Herded humanity
has millions~of*smih ;vﬂtdlcrs.

For my part life has taught me to
distrust a_ thousand _theories that
seemed onck beyond dispute; thearies
of universal brotherhood, to which all
history gived the lig; theorics of pop-
ular government which, being tested,
prove themselves little better than the
trampling under foot of every rebel
by ihe: herd which wallows to its
slaughter; theories of universal peace
which strangle all the healthy and vi-
tal aspirations that cluster round the
motto “Give me Liberty or Death.”
T have found such theories invariably
favored' by the weak, whose unstrung
sterves instinctively shirk the 'strug-
gle; by those who have grown fat
and flabby from the. parasitic exist-
ence enforced on men by the thouands
and women by the millions; by those
whom great possessions have rendered
cowardly to the core. They mark, to
me, the depths to which paternal gov-
ernment has dragged us; the unsexing
of the many that the virile few may
rile supreme: the sterilization of the
race; its degradation to a herd inca-
pable of individual .action; unable to
move except in mass; unable, there-
fore, to rebel effectively, though sif-
fering today from wrongs such as
humanity has never known, from in-
justices beyond all precedent, from
absurdities so obvious that argument
dare not face them, There is no such
absurdity on record as that of millions
‘starving BECAUSE tno much wealth
is produced. In nno previous civiliza-
tion has money cver dared to assert
its right to buy up the earth and ex-
clude the greater portion of the race
from access to _the fount of life. Tn
no era have the legally-disinherited
Heen harassed*and policed and driven
from pillar. to post by the mailed hand
of anthority so relentlessly as they
are at present, We are no longer free
individuais; we are a distracted herd;
milling uneasily; dying to make a
break for liberty and scared to the
very 1ips of our hoofs by the -armed
fignre on horseback. ’ ;
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. Tarsonally 1 am what is called an
Anarchist, but- most assuredly 1 did
ot ‘become an Anarchist by, reason
of -anything' that - Proudhion ‘or Ba-
kunin, Tolstoy, Théker or Kropotkin,
Stirner or Nietzsche wrote, much as
T admire a great deal of theif. work. I
became an Anarchist because 1 found
, myself in love with life, and, therefore.
wanted to find out about it. Naturallv
T turned to the .biologists—to the
Darwins and Huxleys, the Spencers
and Haeckels; for they are‘the ex-
pert investigators, who set themslves
the task of discovering \yh'at favors
and what is fatal to individual life.
They told 2 perfectly straight.story,
and-as regards the central, all-es-
sential ,facts—a story so fortified by
proof as to be beyond assault. , Thev
all taught that individual, libérty was
a pre-requisite to health and progress;
that because liberty was indispensable
to development it was indispensable
to struggle for it; that strength came
with. the struggle, and that strength

brought . greater. liberty, while. weaksz

fess led ingyitably ‘to slavery -and
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death. The facts are beyond dispute;
rank with those mathematical axioms
which do not admit of argument; are
as eternally true as that two sides of
a triangle must always be greater than
a third; are part of the universal law
which binds the earth beneath our
feet and the solar systems of which
we are 8o insigr}liﬁsani a part.

Naturally also I turned to the eol-.

lective life of nations; for which one
goes tn the historians, and especially
the philosophical historians of the
Buckle, Renan type. Their story is
actually monotonous; tedious in its
confirmation of what the Dbiologists
have proved concerning individun! life;
insistent that what holds true of the
unit applies with equal inflexibility
to the mass, When the individuals
are strong and healthy the nations
they form will be powerful and flour-
ish.  When the individuals overflow
with hope and ‘energy the nation will
do things, and do them because, its
life-tide running full and strong, it
will not stop to count the cost. When
the individual loses the confidence
that comes with strength, the nation
will grow cold and’ flabby; it will
pause to figure closely, lose its élan
and dash, sink into slothfulness and
value ease above achievement. The
lesson is appallingly monotonous; is
written so large that it would seem
impossible to miss it; is graven on the
record of every buried empire, and
forms the unanswerable indictment
the ages have drawn up against that
most fatal of all delusions, belief in
the necessity and benevolence of gov-
ernments,
* %

The story is always the same; and,
as it seems to me, the only difference
between grvernment by such an ee-
clesiastical machine as that of Rome,
which gave us the Dark Ages, and
that of the modern State, is that the
fatter is quite as cruel, vastly more
comprehensive in its sweep and even
more difficult to escape. For, under
the Tnquisition men still could think,
though they dared not utter their
thoughts aloud; but the modern State
bars them from vast fields of AC-

TON. and seeks unceasingly to in-
vade the domain to which the in-
dividual must be entitled, if he is ta
strengthen and develope his own in-
dividual Life. There is not a pin’s
difference between the methods of the
Church of Rome and those of the
modern State. Both pose as the friend
of the poor and themselves ren-
der poverty inevitable. Both make
men weak by doing for them
what they themselves should do.
Both urge them not to struggle,
since a paternal government will
ease them of that burden. Both
reduce them to a defenceless herd,
guarded by the armed in the name of
tnjversal peace. It is the enforement
of mass weakness and, therefore, ul-
timately of mass death. The drones in
the human beehive have acquired the
mononoly of arms, and the workers
have been left the empty shell of lib-
erty to grumble—quietly. This truth,
anparently, they have discovered in
Mexico; and T cannot think of any
other nation wherein, as a nation, the
workers sense the folly of allowing
the other fellow to have the drop on
you while you yourself remain unarm-

With us the worker is contented
to have his throat cut if the razor
has been sterilized officiaily. So lone
as the rifle bears a government Tabel
killing is not acconnted murder,

WM. C. OWEN.
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HEARST FAVORS HUERTA.
Diplomatic circles have been deep-

1v stirred by
tion of the Huerta Government, His
position has been one of great diffi-
culty, growing out of a phase of the
Tand question that seems to be get-
ting people by the ears all over the
world. Willie favored Diaz because
he exempted his 4.000.000 acre rasich
from taxation and also because the
eminefit Dictator once teferred to him
as the “noblest Gringo of them all”
He opposed Madero because he ‘an-
nounced hig intention of taxing every
acre of land in_Mexico, not excepting
the aforesaid Hearst ranch. A period
of uneasy suspense followed the pasy
sassination of Madero, but the ¢l d§
of "uncertainty have rolled away at
last. Carrapza and the Constitution
alists make no ‘secret of theiy inten-
tion not merely of taxing the Hearst
properties, hut of gobbling them en-
tire, while an alliance or: “eritente”
has probably been negotiated with
Huerta. Hence Willie's recognition.
The political situation at last begins
to be clarified. Willie proposes to
declare war on any Mexican govern-
ment that dares to tax his ranch, The
Mexican people will declare war on
anyone who doesn’t, So the outlook
is ‘dark with menacing shadows. In
the interest of universal peace, Broth-
er Bryan ought to address a joint note
to the great powers, sugegesting and
urging the purchase of Willie’'s Mexi-
can ranch on international account.
This would vemove the greatest stum-
Hling block now in the way of set-
tling a question on the American con-
tinent that may at any time bring on
complications of world-wide conse-
quehce,  (“S. F. Bulletin”) o
e

John D. Rockefeller’s” delicate con-
science has been shocked by the sxght
of small hoys bathing in 2 pool which
borders on his residence. He fears
for the morals of the neighborhood,
fint we motice that the marshal, who
made the arrests and gave evidence
in court, remarked drily that, unless
they wanted to, wonten need not Jook.
It is the old story of the Duchess,
who congratulated Dr. - Johnson on
his dictionary, but regretted that he
had put in it so many vulgar words;
“So: you hunted for them, Madam!”
replied that blunt philosopher. -

R e e e e—

Despite exceptionally vigorous ef-
forts to get out of the vote, and des-
pite the general feeling that Judge
Rose’s victory might mean an open
town and the downfall of canned
marality, only a trifle more than fifty
per cent of the registered voters both-
ered- about casting ballots, - Belief in
freedom being won by way of poli-
tics is dying fast. The obstacles to
Direct Action are vanishing with as-
tonishing rapidity. Keep up the prop-
aganda! .

“Tf T {all in, ‘Good
Or sink or swim

‘Night!”

stirs | N
To rouse a lion than to start.a.hare.
e - «(Shakespeare.).

Indians of North America.

Witllie Hearst’s recogni-

t The, blood more.

Appeal; to Wilson
Personally

*A  Washingtonr  despatch, dated
June 18 and published in the “Los
Angeles Examiner” of Jume 19, in-
forms us that on the last-named date
Cangressman Nolin was to present to
President Wilson the personal appeal
we made {o lim recently on behalf
of the members of the Mexican Lib-
eral Pavty now imprisoned in Mec-
Neil lsland. We mailed a copy to
the President, but were anxious that
some Congressman should bring it to
his special notice, for it goes without
saying that the greater part of his
daily mail nevér finds its way iuto
Mr. Wilson's individual hands. It
pleases us immensely that Congress-
man Nolan has undertaken this task,
which he did at the solicitation of Mr.
Frank Ronev, whose life-long devo-
tion to the cause of justice has been
proved by many years of suifering.

The *“Examiner” quotes several
passages from the appeal, and prop-
erly emphasizes the fact that it is
made on a higher ground than that of
technicalities; our belief being that
the President is of sufficient caliber
to penetrate to the heart of the case
and understand that the Mexicans are
fighting a desperate battle against ex-
termination as a race. Indeed, in our
judgment, they are threatened most
closely with the fate that befell the
Luckily
they have that warning to guide them;
their great national hero, Benito Jua-
rez, always bade them beware of the
coming Money invasion from the
North, and today they are completely
saturated with the conviction that
slavery to Land Monopoly and the
Money Power has reduced the masses
in the United States and otHer highly-
capitalized countries to abject slavery.
This conviction, coupled with the de-
termination to prevent, if possible,
the formation of a strong, centralized
government which would uphold the
Money Power, is making this pro-
longed struggle so desperate.

As is self-apparent from these <ol-
umns, we do not share President Wil-
son’s governmental philosophy, but
we have confidence in his honesty and
ability to see beneath the false trap-
pings to ihe thing itself; to sense the
combat as it actually is, in which all
are bound to play their part.

We shall do all in our power to
fortify Congressman Nolan’s hands,
sending him, and all other publicists
who feel interested, copies of the nu-
merous affidavits showing perjury ov
Government witnesses, etc. We do
not know at present how to set about
it, but it seems to us that an official
enquiry as to the expenses incurred
by the prosecuting attorney’s office
to bring about this conviction would
throw a flood of light on what actual-
ly when on. L .

Such an enquiry, as it seems to
us, would be exceptionally timely at
the present moment, because Dudley
W. Robinson, who conducted the
prosecution and is the person attacked
by our affidavits, is seeking the ap-
pointment as United States District-
Attorney. In fact) we have in our
possession ‘one’ bf the ndmerous
type-written slips he has been send-
ing to members of the Federal Grand
Jury, petitioning them' to write to
Washington in favor of his candidacy.
We are unwilling that the comviction
of our comrades should be used as
one of the stepping-stones by which
ambition climbs to power. .

The Los Angeles Labor Council has
done nothing in this matter, and for a
long time past the Socialists have
kept silent. As a rule they worship
the Stars and Stripes, and it will be
vnderstood quite clearly that the rev-
elations made by our affidavits cast
most serious reflections on the admin-
istration of justice undetr the flag. It
seems to us that these and other labor
bodies should have the energy to take
this question up, if only from the ins-

tinct of seif-preservation, It is worse"

than useless for them to go on shout-
ing that “an injury to one is the con-
cern of all,” if, when the opportunity
of showing "sincerity presents itself,
they withdraw into-their shells.

We may add that the “Seattle Star”
has been” exposing conditions in the
McNeil Island Federal penitentiary,
which, it charges, is nothing more
nor less than a breeding placé for the
Black Plague. Qur friends, the men
we -learned to love and admire, are
shut up like wild beasts in that peni-
tentiary, and our feelings on reading
the articles now being written' aboat
it can be better imagined than de-
scribed. ’
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TAMED BY OFFICE.
So_completely wese they-—(the La-
bor Party members of Parliament)—
absorbed, indeed, that they declined
to: allow any- Sdcialist candidate to
call himseif-a Socialist: 'and when
was nominated as a_Socialist - candi-
date for the Colne Valley, titey not
only declined to support my candida-
ture, but placed every obstacle in the
way of my success. When, without
their aid, T won, and refused to aban-
don my independence by signing their
constitution, they ostracized me in the
House of Commons. hen at-
tempted to frustrate the visit, of Eng-
1and’s King to the bloody Czar, the
leader of the Labor Party had me
closured; when I moved the adjourn-
ment of the House over the assassina-
tion of Senor Ferrer in Spain, only
eighteen (some Liberals and ‘some
Tories) ‘stood up  to support mie—
though: there were forty so-called La-
bor and Socialist members in the
House; and when on two succesive
days 1 demanded the consideration of
the unemployed problem instead of
futile tinkering with a temperance bill
—and was thrown out both times
amid the howls of the capitalists—not
a single Socialst or Labor member
could be found to stand by my side.
They sat, like a row of extinet vol-
canoes, while I was turned info the
street. (Victor Graysom, in “Inter-
national Socialist Review.”) -
e e i

“Through tattered clothes small vices
do appear;

Gowns_and fursred
Plate sin with gold |

‘And the strong lance of justice hurt-
less breaks. .

Asm it in rags, a pigmy’s stfaw doth

".robes *hide all:

Curing Monopoly
The text of President Wilson's Re-
serve Bank Bill is now-hefore the
publie, and proves CONCLUSIVE-
LY the statement we made last_week,
viz., that he is not of those Demo-
crats who helieve that the government
which ‘governs least is Dest, hut a
State Socialist, a Centralized Govern-
mentalist, of the extremest type. He
out-Roosevelts Roosevelt, for the
plan_he proposes would clothe him
and his successor in office with great-
er powers than any despot ever had.
He, and he alone, would control the
banking of this country, inasmuch as
the management of the Federal Re-
serve Banks is confided to a board of
nine, three of whom—and those the
governor, vice-gavernor and secre-
tary!—are to be appointed by the
President of the United States,

The facts of the case—the eco-
nomic, all-important facts, to which
we owe eternal poverty and those
financial panics which periodically de-
vastate modern society as the locusts
devastate a cornfield—are simplicity
itself. There can be nothing simpler
or more well-established than the fact
that almost all obligations are made
payable in gold coin 6f the United
States, and that there never does, and
never can, begin to be enough gold
in the country to redeem those obli-
gations, if pressed simultaneously.
The men who hold those obligations
are the bankers themselves controll-
ed by even more omnipotent financial
groups. They have it in their power,
therefore; to squeeze the life out of
the nation at any time. Can you
imagine a greater power?

How do they get that power? That
is the one absorbing question, for we
may grumble to eternity against an
evil and grumble fruitlessly, if we can-
not locate and eradicate it. The an-
swer is that they get that power sole-
ly and exclusively from government;
government which has established the
gold monopoly; government which
has deprived all labor’s other prod-
ucts of -their proper function, that of
acting as the basis of exchange; gov-
ernment _which literally accepts the
words “Thou art Lord of the Earth,
bright ‘Gold,” which Goethe put into
the mouth of Mephistophles, in Faust,
and on which Gounod framed his cel-
ebrated song. Government has.said,
most deliberately, to the Rothschilds,
Kuhn, Loeb & Co. and the rest of
them—{I. give you, as the holder of
the metal on which I confer the in-
estimable privilege of being the final
medium of exchange, into which all
credits. must be finally transmuted;
I give you the privilege of controllihg
all excHanges, of saying when and
where: industry shall come to birth
and flourish, and when and where it
shall wither away and die.” This is
the greatest power ever conferred on
any set of men, and it is thé power
conferred by the most powerful of all
institutions—Government. It is the
great monopoly of distribution, twin-
brother .to the equally great monopo-
ly of production created by our land
system, and: both- are,solely the crea-
tures of gdvernment.

c . We Hate Government.

Do you understand why Anarch-
ists hatg government?, Do you un-
derstand, why they aitack it unspar-
ingly, being a unit in that attack, how-
ever widely they may differ on other
issues? You think, perhaps, it is be-
cause of militarism; because of the
abuses of our police system, or the
corrupting of our courts. Those may
arouse, ,indeed, our passing indigna-
tion, since.they are often truly mon-
strous; but the real Anarchist attack
is on vastly deeper, broader and
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the way, and that duty i¢ ten thou-
sand times more pressing.than talk-
ing free love and the other side issues
on which at present so many Anarch-
ists, run hopelessly to seed, are frit-
tering away iheir time.

President Wilson has brought the
economic question to-the front as no
other President has ever done. It is
our opportunity, our unmatched op-
portunity, and we shonld have the in-
telligence to use it to the limit.
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' THE SERVILE STATE.

We have to thank Mr. John D.
Barnhill, editor of the “American An-
ti-Socialist,” for a copy of Hilaire
Belloc’s valuable wark, “The Servile
State,” mailed specially from Eng-
land. An excellent work, written with
careful, scholarly impartiality on the
most important of all themes. For,
Mr. Betloc’s contention is that al-
ready we have slipped a long way
back into slavery of a type that will
tremain permanent, the kernel of his
whole thesis being that “the Capital-
ist State breeds a Collectivist Theory
which IN ACTION produces some--
thing utterly different from Collectiv-
ism: to wit, the SERVILE STATE.”

By a brief but clear historical re-
view, and a keen analysis of the
forces now contending for ‘mastery,
Mr. Beilloc shows that the admitted
instability of the capitalist regime is
in danger of being remedied, not
along lines of freedom, but “by the
establishment of compulsory labor le-
gally enforcible upon those ‘who do-
not own the means of production for
the advantage of those who do.”
his introduction le adds. that “with
this principle of compulsion applied
against the non-owners there.must
also come a difference in their status;
and in the eyes of society and of its
positive law men will be divided into
two sets; the first economically free
and politically free, posséssed of the
means of production and securely
confirmed in that possession; the sec-
ond economically unfree and political-
ly unfree, but at first secured by their
very lack of freedom in certain neces-
saries of life and in a minimum o
well-being beneath which they shall
not fall.”” : .o

The anthor is very certain that al-
ready we-have. reached “the re-estab-
lishment' of status in the place of con-

tract, and’ the universal division .df—-.

citizens 'into two categories of ein-
ployers and employed,” and he sup-
ports this view by copions illustra-
tions taken from recent British legis-
lation, one most importan: feature of
which is that the “law puts the duty
of controlling the proletariat and of
seeing that the law is obeyed, NOT
upon the proletariat itself, but upon
the CAPITALIST CLASS.” His
contention is that these “are the ad-

stronger grounds. It is an ecc i
2

mitted foundations of a new order,
deliberately planned by a few, con-

attack; an attack on monopoly in

its forms, as the cause of i 1ality,
of weakness, of almost universal pov-
erty. That is the power of 'its at-
tack; a highly intelligent power; a
power that springs from a careful and
intellectual analysis which has traced
monopoly to its' very fountainhead—
Government.

Without  Government privileges
there could be no Astors, living in
uxury from generation to generation
on others’ toil, as the result of Gov-
ernment-upheld land monopoly. There
could be no Rothschilds, forming in
themselves an empire to which kings
must beg on bended knee, Men would
cultivate and occupy the soil without
paying tribute to any landlord, if it
were not for government. They
would make their own arfangements
for the exchange of the products of
their toil, forming their own currency
and. establishing such distributive in-
stitutions 'as seemed: just, if it were
not for the monopoly which govern-
ment confers on one selected metal.

To 'thousands of Americans it 4§
heen very plain for years, that, some-~
how or other, the bankers and finan-
ciers control the 'situation. Accord-
ingly, this, country: has gone .wild
from time io time over schemes for
financial reform-—Greenback sch

fusedly ted by the many, as the
basis upon which a novel and stable
society shall arise to replace the un-
stable and passing phase of Capital-

ism.” .
Slavery That Will Last.

Mr, Belloc shares with Herbert
Spencer the opinion that a permanent
class division of -employers and em-
ployed, propertied and propertiless,
will thus be formed; fortified and up-
held at_every point by all the power
of the State, and, therefore, constitut-
ing a most rigid form of slavery
which is likely to endure for cen-
turies to come. Like Herbert Spencer
he takes the pessimistic view, consid-
ering the forces which already have.
laid the foundations of this Servile
State too strong for intelligence to
overthrow. Those forces he classéifies
under three heads: (1) The Socialist
movement, which urges on unceasing-
ly the creation of such a State. (2)
The proverbial “practical man;” that
“deplorable individual” who, never
being able to see an inch beyond his
nose but perceiving that things are
going badly, flies instantly to legisla-
tion: (3), As beyond all comparison
the most’ powerful force of all, the
hunger of t!'ne‘!nasses for that security

Free Silver schemes, etc., every one of
which was foredoomed as certainly
to fajlure as is the chemist who plays
with “fatal gases he has not learned
to analyse. They did not understand
that the monopoly they denounced
springs from governmental interfer-
ence; from the great principle that
when politicians try to govern men
instead of allowing_them to govern
themselves, everything goes wrong.
So: far were they from understanding
it that they 1 d to make

which Cap cannot give them.
He is very clear,and emphatic:on the
point that what is called the “Capital-
ist System,” but is really nothing.
more nor less than the moneyed mob
grabbing everything in sight, never
has and never can satisfy the legiti-
mate aspirations .of . the' race.
shows that the social inequalities
which have gone on increasing, from
generation to generation, in s_uch a
country as England do not spring.
from any éuch. causes as Socialist

Iy. prop
this monopoly-grating ; power ;' su-
preme; to make it the one banker; to
put the entire exchange power of ‘the
country at the mercy of the politi-

< s teach, but from the very
simple .fact] that {*the “England. upon
which the' mew discovbries:: (of ra-
chinery) had come was ALREADY
an Eng]and owned as to its soil and

it

cians, just as the State Socialists pro-
pose to make government, officialdom,
bureaucracy, the sole spring of na-
tional activity.
His Borrowed Plumes.

President Wilson’s scheme is a
great big leaf torn out of the State
Socialist program. It is a proposi-
tion to rid- ourselves of a monopoly
that has grown unbearable by mak-
ing thie State, to which all monopolies
are due, the one monopolist. - It. will
carry us by a gigantic leap to the in-
stalment of that “Servile State” we
review in another column; it will bar
effectuallv the road to freedom; jfor
it will block for, perhaps, centusies all
efforts to reform our currency by in-
dividual, initiative, and_fasten on “our
necks with all the omnipotence a’gov-
esnment commands the very system

. pierce it.”. " {Shakespeare.). " from which . we. must break 2way, At that confronts democracy, sin

4 jons of wealth by a small
minority; it was ALREADY an Eng-
Jand in which perhaps. half of the
whole population was proletarian, and
a medium of exploitation was teady.
to hand.” Another instance of the
general truth that the simple explana-
tion is usually correct. .
_As_Mr. Belloc sces it the proleta-
riat is ready to throw every princi-
ple to the winds, and commit itself
to abjectly slavish institiutions, ‘if it
can only win security; a certain wage

however small; something that will,

keep body and soul together, h
dear the price. - This is perhaps
greatest of all curses that: capitalist .
gréed has browght on “us, by making
iife so hazardous that the victims
clutch at.any chance of safety.. Tt i§
assuredly the ‘most seriou riger.

) PeO=C

T to overthrow it.

i shoo§ Niagara,

. that nothing has beén do

omby Since the experience of the McNa-
first. mara and Aldemas trials we have tak-
Mr. Belloc adds that throughout en to inspecting these labor accounts
the debates upon this question the with more than usnal care, and par-
miners had not one word to say about ticularly as.to tie amounts paid. law-
obtaining possession of mines and ul- yers, who secem usually to get away
timately escaping from wage slavery; with everytliing in sight. On this oc~
their one anxiety being that the State casion, it appears, at first sight, that
fix the minimum wage at a satis- $2880.70 has gone to them, of which
factory amount. The servile position Mr. Hurley received $417.70, Mr.
was accepted as an unalterable fact; Steele had $100 and the balance of-
the State called in to sanction it. $2363 went to Fred H. Moore, A foot
It is easy for the writ it note lai however, that the
should be easy for all of us—to show handling of funds was disorganized
that “all so-called Socialistic experi~ DY the arrest of strikers and removal
ments in municipalization and nation- I the office; that “the Secretary wag
alization are merely increasing the de- "nable to attend to the many duties’
pendence of the community ypon the and that “for some time the bills were
Capitalist class,” and that “Capitalism paid by the Secretary or by Mr,
has seen to it that it shall be a win- Moore. In this way Mr. Moore paid
ner and not & loser by this sham form Many bills that belonged to the Strike
of Socialism, as by every other.” All and the Defense Committees. Later -
that can be proved and understood ©n Mr. Moore paid out most of the
most ecasily. What is not so easy to money incidental to the legal end of
see is that, while the overthrow of the Defense—his assistants, office
Capitalism and equitable redistribu- help, travelling expenses, ete, draw-
tion of property imply a revolution INg on the Se,,cfemx for funds from.
most diffienlt of accomplishment, the time to time.” It is stated further .
Socialists’ demands are of a character that Mr. Moore has not been able to
to which the State can easily adapt find the time to prepare a statement,
itself, without serious disturbance of Dut that “this statement will appear

the ~Capitalist system, which, by later, when time permits.”
patching wp the weak places, it It is immediately apparent that the

strengthens and popularizes. It is be- Statement is worthless, for it throws
cause Socialism appears so casy, and 1O light at all on ‘the point concern-
seems to représent a transition so nat- 118 which the labor movement wants
ural, that it appeals so readily to the MOst exact information, viz, how
unthinking, Indeed there lies the in- Much has gone to lawyers. In almost
trinsic worthlessness of the whole all the struggles of the past two years
movement, It is a framsition from there have been scandals over law
and adaptation of the Capitalist re- charges; scandals that should have
gime. It is distinctly not a revolution been ventilated thoroughly. The le-
gal fees in the McNamara case were
an atrocity beyond the power’ of.
words ‘to express; . the Aldemas ac-
count was hideous, and we note, with
profound regret,’ that, grave- charges
are made’ in connection with moneys
collected for the Lawrence strike,-
Baston contributors having taken le-
gal proceedings on the grounds that
their money had heen “improperly
used for private and personal ends.””
The expert accountant employed by
the Court made a most unfavorable .
report, and tlie matter was taken up
by the “Indianapolis News” and
doubtless has gone. the rounds.
‘The- moneys pocketed by lawyers
are the'one thing as 'to which’ thé en-
tire labér mdveémdiit'.is. most siispi-
cious, and for this reason the han-
dling of large sums of money never
should be given to one of the lawyers
for the defense. In this instance, des-
pite the statement that Mr.. Moore
paid out moneys for the defense, there
appear, entercd separately and entire-
ly apart from the sums with which he
is charged, numerous items for. “Se-
cretSérvicé” work, In short, the ac-.

This book is sold in England for
twenty-five cents. Tt is written in a
clear and easy style; .uses no far-
fetched words or phrases, but throws
a flood of penetrating light into dark-
ness that, somehow or other, must be
dissipated. It should have a large cir-
culation, and we hope most profound-
ly that it will. We may flatter our-
selves that we are travelling with the
stream and making splendid time. We
may wake fo find ourselves about to

Méxican Notes
‘Guerrilla warfare, widely scattered,
continues to mark the developnient
of Mexico's Revolution. For:exam-
plé, despatches of June 19 inform us
that, owing to the destruction of its
lines, the large and most important
Mexico-Northwestern railway system
has suspended all operations, throw-
ing nearly 3000 men out of employ-
ment, That figure includes those work-
ing for the Madera Lumber Co., which
is one of the Pearson-Rothschild con-
cerns, capitalized at $50,000,000.
‘Reports of the same date are to the’
effect that a general engagement has
begun at Ortiz, Sonora, between five
tho‘ats?né:l ir;surg::ints Oangli tlu'ée thsg-
sand federals under Ojeda. Gen. Ob- (2= ¢ £ 1 S
regon, of the insurgents, is being cen- ;l’g;:_l' _%‘E pD;jlt we desire t"d drive
sured ‘severely for his delay in~at- e being that .money scandal

h he F s eneral connection with the | agitition have
Egl;;;%i:yf Federals, and for g grown far too commion, 'and that they

how - a sum muchtfin excess of

arge sum when one ‘cofisiders ho:
pitifully poor are those from rwhom
it was collected. o .o
Mr. Moore. is unknown to usand
may, for all we know, be as honestias
the day is long. That is not the qu

. . R spring almost invariablyi:from rlegal
. Great stir is made over the journey complications, for.the. sake:of .whi¢h
of Senator del Valle, wlio is’ on his we are starving that educational Prop-
way to Mexico City, cliarged with the aganda which alone gives lasting re-
duty of reporting conditions _to the sults. There .ave thousands of goad
United States government. He has men who know this well-and deplore
been interviewed at various points it openiy. Unfortunately they seem
along the border by various commit- to lack the initiative necessary to
tees, but we notice that invariablv clean out an Augean stable that is
they have been the representatives of poisoning the movement. Coas
heavy capitalist interests. It is stated R
élat, Ibefo‘rtlzl }‘)rc])é:eedingfto Mexicg -
ity, he will hold a conference wit . e . .
Vex);ustiano Carranza, the msurgent 'Tlns, then, was the original injus-
governor-of*‘Coahuiila, to whom he will tice: THAT THE BURDEN OF
explain President Wilson’s earnest de- ONE MAN’S LIFE SHOULD BE
sire for peace in Mexico. ~° STRAPPED ON THE SHOUL-
Senator Bacon, chairman' of the DERS OF ANOTHER. O
Senate: Committee on Foreign Rela-  Stripped of all jts verbiage; reveal-
tions, has declared himself as op- ed in all its ghastly nakedness, there
posed to recognition of the Huerta stands the original problem in so-
government. He is reported as say- ciology. D
g:, "1 don’t see any serious move-  Naturally, the gnes who had no bur-
ment in Washington leaning in that den to carry had time to think, time
direction. A large part of Mexico is to cultivate their minds; time to in-
up in arms and the Northern part is vent schemes whereby. their pleasure
in control of the Constitutionalists, might be increased and the increased
and until there is complete peace and burden of the worker more securely
orderly and legal electidns there fastened to his back. .
should not be recognition.” The “Los  They organized relief societies, and
‘Angeles Daily Times” complains bit- when he complained ‘about his bur-

e
THE PRIMAL WRONG. .

€ terly of the do-nothing policy of the den they had swegt tharity take an

administration in Washington, saying ounce off the front, while greed ship-
that committees introduced by such ped a pound on from the rear. When
men as H. I, Miller, 'who is the head he.complained further, they told him
of the Pearson interests, have laid be- he was unreasonable, and showed
fore Secretary of State Bryan specific the table of average wealth stati
cases of logs. of Jife 'and property by When he still complained they .told
Amerigans, but;:got no consolation, him they would have the taniff ‘te-
Bryan blunt cftising. to ' discifss vised, and advised him, whatever else
matters of State or give a clue to fu- he did, not to usc: force; that force
ture policies. - is a crude, barbarous, antiquated wea-
PR ) " ._'pon; that it.is immoral, sinful, and
The “Tinies” comments bitterly in pot ‘in harmony with mqdern civiliza-
a leading article on the fact that tliree tion; and thaf, anyway, he couldn’t
hundred  Americans, residents  Of yge it, as they liave all the guns.
Southern Tamaulipas, - appealed ' t0 . Indeed, through the nid of priest
President Wilspn for protection, us- and politician, for a long’ time they
ing the U. S, Consul at‘Tann})c_o, and convinced him it was necessary ~he
has beén done. . It makes should carry the-weight, and that'they
fun of Germany’s refusal to have any- avor on him by

n 5 were conferring a
thing to do with the pioposed Huerta permitting him to bear.it.. For they
loan, saying’ thit' while the. excuse

D . S¢ cunningly contrived ‘it so.he couldn’t
given was tlie tightness of money in carry his burden without carrying
Germany- the real feason was the ) ¥

X t al  reaso a ttheirs-also. .And they. &ven. persuad-
looseness of conditions i’ Mexico.  ad him, that. the' entire -burden: was
Zapatistas aré:reported as operating. his own; placed on his shoulders by.a
Eghye]y in: the. subiirbs ‘of ‘Mexico Divine Providence-that had another
City,: their: er. being . placed .at-iwoild ‘prepared for him, ‘whére'there
fifteen Nurld  “El' Imparcial”- de- would Ec no burden to bear, provided
votes:a log special article to the sub-' he was honest and ‘faithil in carry-
ject, in" which it -urges ‘concentration jng all tlr,enveiﬁht,thn; might be, piled
against Zapata as the one paramount “upom: him in ‘this world, ' .~ " ",
necessity if peace is;to be attained. (Jay_Fac, in. “The Syndi calist™), -

count gives:us! nojdea whatever ag to -

Jhas’ been spent; and: that is a ve;y‘; ‘
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