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(TRANSLATED FROM THE SPANISH OF RICARDO FLORES MAGON)®

This article is for the Canstitutionn) Liberals; for those
to whom the work of the noted Indian, Benito Juarez, is
dear; it is wrilten to show them that we, the Radical Tib-
erals of today, are mercly continning the work af that
great fighter, thongh employing means different from
thase which he emplayed to bring about the economic
emancipation af the warking class,

Saturated with the thought of this century and con-
vinced by history’s lessons of the inefficacy .of political
action to obtain economic lberty, we, the Radical Lih-
erals of Mexico, are nat trusting to the law hut to actian,
We ave continuing Jnarez* work, but we are nsing differ-
ent factics,

Juarez helieved that through the law the workingman
wonld obtain his economic libertv, and accordingly he
defended and upheld the Political Constitution of 1857,
which, in the articles relating to freedom of labor, says,
Article 4: “Frery man is free to embrace the prolession,
industry or kind of work that sunits him, provided it is
useful and honest, and to reap its product. e shall not
be prevented from doing <o except by judicial sentence,
and then only when he .attacks a third:person’s rights; or
by governmental resolution, in/the terms preserihed hy
Jaw,  and then only when he offends soeciety’s rights”
Article 5: “Nn one shall he obliged to give his labor
exeept for just compensation and with his ewn full con-
sent, the one exception being in the case of labor imposed
as a penalty by judicial authority.”

Tifty-fotir vears have passed since the Political Con-
stitution of 1857 was promulgated. and throughout that
fime 1lre worker has remained a wage-slave, simply be-
eange le trusted to the law and the Government, instead
of himself doing what lie himself had to do. Article 4
declares snecifically that the worker is free to reap the
product of his toil, and Article 5 says most clearly that
1he worker should get just compensation for his tnil.

How is the warker to get the nroduct of his toil? By
{aking possession of the land and tlie machinery of pro-
duction: for thus only can be ohtain the just compensa-
tion of which Article 5 speaks.

The just compensation of which the Constitution
speaks cannot be a wage, for a wage represents only a
small part of what the worker produces. Tf a shoemaker
receives a dollar from his employer for making a pair
nf shoes, he has not received just compensation, for the
enmployer will sell {hose same shoes for four or five dol-
Jars, or even more, and not for the price he paid his
slave. Tn the case mentioned the employer is violating
Articles 4 and 3 of the Canstitution, hy preventing the
worker from getting the just compensation for his toil,
viz. that which he has nroduced, and the worker lias been
robbed shamelessly. Tf he makes the pair of shoes and
receives only one dollar, and if when he needs shoes he
has to buy them from the employer and pav four, five
ot more dollars, what are you to call it but robbery, and
most cowardlv and cinning robbery?

The Constitutionalists ought to meditate coldly over
{his all-important maitter, if they really admire Juarez’
work, That notable man thought he was frecing the
working class from slavery: but he chose the politicat
method, and for that reason his dream has come to nought.
We Radical Liberals, on the other hand. viewing its failure,
have no wish to entrust to the law the solution of the
Hunger Problem. We Radical Liberals are going to ex-
propriate the possessing class, and. during the progress
of this great movement, seize. at all costs, the land and
the machinery of production for the free use of all and
every one of the inhabitants of Mexico, since we under-
stand that only thus can men get the il product of their
toil, and only thus can that which Juarez wished for he
obiained. :

The Constitutionalists onght to unite with us for the

emnloyment of direct action in this war of classes. Never BIL/

shall we he able to use the law as an expropriating force,
simply because the laws have not been made by the noer
but by the frock-coated, silk-hatted gentlemen who own
the factories, the land, the mines and workshops; and
never will they approve a law which despoils them of the
means by which they hold almost the whole of Mexico's
population in wage slavery,

f Tuarez had belonged 1o our epoch we should have
seen him struggling valiantly in the ranks of the disin-
herited and resorting to expropriniion by force of arms:

but he lived at o time when it wase helieved rhat salva-
tion would come throngh Jaws and. paternal governmen(s,

Neveriheless, Juarez exprapriated the landed property
nf the Clergy during the Three Years’ War, and did it in
the midst of the struggle, despite the advice of those who
wished that the éxpropriation shonld he decreed by Con-
gress after pénce had heen vestored., Juarez said at' the
time that if the matter was deferred until after peace‘had
heen declared, a- new nevalution would he needed to carry
the work of expropriation inta effect, becanse the clergy
would not sit with folded arms when confrorited with ‘an
act to deprive them of the millions they had hoarded from
the gifts of the faithful, The mistalke Juarez made—a mistake
excusable if ane remembers the epoch in which the cleri-

cal property was expropriated—consisted in selling those.

lands to the hourgeoisie instead of putting them into the
workers' ‘hands, - . .
Let us imitate Juarez in 1lie matter of taking posses-
sion of the land and machinery of production, at present
withheld from the peaple by the bourgeoisie. T.et us
imitate him by taking possession of it for the Mexican
people during {lie present moventent, for, if we leave this
task; to a_decrce of Congress, even supposing that Con-
gress could be hronght so tn decree, the bourgeoisie will
nat sit with folded hands, and we shall have to make an-
other revolution, in which our glovious plan ‘may crumble
into dust. But let us not imitate Juarez in the matter of
selling the land and the machinery, for then ihe exploita-
tion of the labar of the poor will go on as hefore. What
we have to do is to keep handing this property over to
the inhahifants nf varions regitms as we conquer them,
that hnman labor may he ennabled by frecing itself of
masters,
T.et us
with that

not manufacture difficulties; let ns not begin
somg of the ‘irresolute, {he eternal burden of
which is: “The _penple is not prepared for this” Let us
remember that Juarcz tore their landed possessions from
the hands of the clergy at a time when religious fanaticism
dominated the Mexican people completely; when the
clergy thundered forth their excommunications; when the
crowd stoned those who dared to say a word against the
clergy. Let us remember that at that time it was easy
to count up the number of those who knew how to read
and write. Let us remember that the very soldiers of

the Liberal Party wore scapularies and rosaries around .

their necks, and that the cries used to cheer them on to
attack the clerical forces were; “Long live the sacred
power of God! Long live the Virgin of Guadalupe!” Let
us remember that the commanders and officers af the Lib-
cral forces induced their men to fight by telling them
that the Virgin promised that those who died in Dattle
would not_really die but would be resuscitated and live
a happy life. That was the fanatical clement with which
Tuarez expronriated the proud clergy in the Three Years’
War. The church bells were melted and made into can-
non.  The clerical vestments and the sacred vessels de-
voted to religious services were seized, that the gold and
silver they contained might be converted into monev,
and these “profanations” were carried out with the help
of Liberal soldiers who, as has been said, were fanatics
to the marrow of their bones.

No; we must not say that the Mexican people are not
in a condition to ynderstand the saving doctrines of -the
Mexican Liberal Party. The Mexican penple today stind
high, immensely high, as compared with the Mexican peo-
ple of Benitd Juarez’ day. . o

Moreover, the Mexican people instinctively hate the
rich, who are less sacred in the people’s. eyes than were
the clergy in the times of Berito Juarez . o

Tn an'enterprise of this kind unanimitv is not. needed,
TInanimity of thought is ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSI-
What is needed is an energetic minority, resolute,
incapable of treason.' This has always been the one thing
needed. from mankind’s very infancy, and it is this valiant
minority, the Libertarians now battling i1 Mexico, this
minority with no regard for peace proposals, which will
drag the masses to take possession of the land .and the
machinery of production, desnite the doubts of €he “in-
credulous,” despite the prophesies 'of, fthe “pessimists.”
despite the alarm felt by the “prudent the “cool heads”
and the .cowards, S o

Forward, Comrades! L

“ Do, you' remember that“evening at the beach? The
golden“moon: bung full-orbed ift the skv, and<a road of
silver stretched across the soffly-undulating sea: At your
feet the girf broke gently, a wall ‘of phospliorescent fire.
How:heautiful it~ was. apd: how, you hoth enjoyed it! " You
talked in low tonés, at intervals only, and in the fewest
words, “What an_enchanting’ night!” “Could there be a
more lovely scene?”’ “W,[iﬁ‘t a beautiful world this is!”
You walked home in silgnce; your hearts beating with
emotion: in thought too deep for words. You felt at
peace with all the world. and yet your hlood ran hot with
passion, fqr you trod on air. It would have been hard
tlien to have done a shamefu} deed, or harbored an ienoble
thought. The poetry of the universe had crept into your.
soul.”
. % K %

Fvery man and woman should have the memory of
some such evenings locked amid liis or her most cher-
ished treasures. In cvery life, however rocked and wrecked
Dy trotible, there should have been hours in which aif the
weorld seemed good; in which the noble seemed to be the
natusal thing; in which there was confidgncc in truth; in
which there was. at least, one of whose interest and loy-
alty no dowht was felt and through whom the divine
became visibly clothed in flesh and blood.” Whatever the
ater record mav have been, such hours we never can for-
get, However brutally life may have stamped upon those
golden moments, it never stamps them out entirely. They
stand, a lighthouse in a storm-toésed sea, reminding us
that we are never far from port: a spring in ;he desert,
assuring tis that {here is tvater in abundance, if we have
hut pluck and sense Lo rcn‘ch*it, "

Tike Elbert Hubbard, or anv other New T*}f",’g.hf,
apostle, T might well be writing for the so-called “rich.
who, planting their existence in the arid soil of living off
their neighbors, condemn themselves to lhopeless povesty
in essentials and rob themsclves of the true poetry of life,
Well might T write especially for them, since they, of all
others, may scem to need compassion. A class that finds

ous greatest treasure, Time—that is to say, Life jtself—.

the deadlicst enemy and strives continually to kill it; a
class that hunts the wide world over for sensations where-
with to whip into new activity its jaded -appetites: a class
that traffics constantly in sexual aberrations, because its
natural instinets have withered prematurely; a class that
prays eternally to be amused, and values those alone \'vha
satisfy that unhealthy craving—such a class.mlght
well call Tor svmpathy, if we had sympathy to waste
We have not. We cannot cure the hopelessly and wilfully
corrtipt.  We cannot restore organs paralysed by abuse.
Whether the rich are to -blame, or whether they are the
victims of circumstances, we do not care to ask. We are
dealing with a military situation, that has to be faced im-
mediately, and we, cannot squander time unravelling the
causes that begot it. Let the rich make their own lives
fiell, if they choose, since that is their own business. :I‘hcy
shail not_continue to. make ours as had, or worse, if we
can. help it. .

* % &

Let us-take Mexico as an jllustration, and only as an
illustration. inasmuch as things are everywhere very much
the same. Since the revolution pcgnn. three years ago,
Los Angeles has been crowded with the refugee rich, and
doubtless other pleasure resorts have suffered invasion
from the same swarm .of Jocusts. Except for destruction
they. have no capacity whatever. They are chronie idlers
and- would be run info jail but for the fact that:they still
have certain means of subsistence, in the shape of lands
afd houses from which it is still pdssible to extract some
rent. or deposits in bank which represent the extortions
of the past, Throngh ignorance of our language, they are
compelled to live lfargely 'among ‘themselves, and they
lounge away the time dreaming ‘of the re-coming of the
golden davs when others shall hiave savéd their chestnuts
from the fire and fought successfully tlie battle on behalf
of special ptivileae 'which they -themselves-are too cow-
ardly to fight. Their one activity, outside of the satisfac-
tion of their carnal-appetites, is to plot; to interest fellow-
pnl‘:l‘sités i 'thie c?tqmon cause; since all’ exploiters travel

‘That Evening At The Beach

in the same boat: to liotiize any specially prominent pirate,
such as Terrazas or Torres, who may hanven to come
along, and to make a God of such as Felix Diaz, who has
shown himself the type of treachery and personal cruelty,
and is himself the nephew of the man whose personal
ambition and corruption “were the parents of their present

sorry plight, 1 defy the world and history to show mea’

more pitiable crew: a set of human beings more irreffie-
diably worthless when judged from the standpoint that
Life is a great and glorious opportunity, to be turned to
gloriously happy account. Anv self-respecting community
of bees would kill such good-for-nothing drones remorse-
lessly, to the last one of them. Our own worthless rich
show their own worthlessness by sheltering these drones
and falling on their spincless necks; publishing their pho-
tographs in the journals they control and chronicling theic
idle vaperings in the c'oh;mr;s rlcvotcd to “society” news.

Life should beé full of poetry; full of the fire of passion
that runs throngh veins which function actively because
the opportunities for functioning abownd on every side.
Life never was meant to he put in the straitjackét with
whiclh -montopoly las bound it, or to be cabined, cribbed
and cofined by the restrictive legislation which the phi-
losophy, of monopoly begets as inevitably as, ‘the ‘swamp
will breed mosquitoes. There is no sense.in condemning
the naturally light-hearted and most loving Mexican to
the loveless slavery of the Valle Nacional, the henequen
plantations of Yucatan, thé mills -.of - Rio Blanco, o the
slavery of the mines, that a small and unspeakably worth=
less percentage of his countrymen may yawn their heads
off and endeavor to kill time in profligacies paid for with
his_sweat and blood. There is no sense in the American
or FEuropean workingman who tamely wears out his exist-
ence on some grimy bench, producing baubles for the
hored-to-death, when a seat is waiting him at Life's rich
table, There is no poetry in that, which means there is no
sense, no comprehension of what life should be: no grasp
of passibilities; no power to recognize facts that strike
one in the face.. : .

. * % %

Why should it interest any reasonable man to learn
that the diamond cutters have organized and are getting
more decent wages_for supplying gems. to ‘deck some
pirate’s light-o™love? Let the diamond cutter say: “I
find Life too important to waste on sical o -

- of pengl 1

. Opposes Patdon Mexican Notes

With, profound regret wesregister
the receipt of a letter from Congress-
man Nolan, of the Fifth District, Cali-
fornia, enclbsigg a letter from Presi-
dent Wilson, dated July 22. TRefer-
ring to our comrades now imprisoned
at McNeil’s Island, the President
writes: “T am convineed that it would
not he wise or right to grant a par-
don” . . )

Mr, Nolan has shown much interest
on our comrade’s behalf, and has'sub-
mitted other matter to the President,
in the hope that he may see things in
a different light. We have also re-
ceived a letter from Senator Fall, in
which he encloses copy of a lenglhy
communication_he sent the President,
.under date of July 30; that is to sav,
after .the President had writfen Mr.
Nolan, as stated, Senator Fall gaes
very fully info the case, and his let-
ter ta the President reads, in part,
as follows? R N

“T helieve that these convicted men
were .sincere in their. appeals_to the
Mexican people; in their statement of
the conditions existing in. Mexica, and
T give them credit for havine bheen
and yet being sincere in believing that
they can esfablish a government of
the Mexican people in some ' form,
through which the lower and more ig-
nworant classes will receive protection
and i which they will have full repre-
sentation. G

The -Senator then - expresses - the
oninion: that “it may he true .that the
agitation which they have carried on,
and the means they have used. mav
yet result in briging relief to people
who have certainly been most griev-
ouslv oppressed and wronged.” This
significant paragraph then lollows:

“Phere is no doubt of the: truth of
the statement in the petition that
these  people have heen ‘prosecuted
not only {0 the full extent of the law,
tmt at times. i mv judgment, the
whaole -power of the pgovernment,
through its eourts, its secret service
and ‘even ifs armed forces, has been
used against them in what they and
their friends have believed, ‘at lenst,
to be svstematic persecution.” ‘The
letter .concludes: :

“Takisig all matters, however, inta
consideration. T cannot see that the
pardon of these mén now. or within a
short ' time, would .not be a proper
exércise of executive clemericy. They
certainly not only have hundreds and
thousands, . but even.. millions of
friends and- sympathizers in Mexico,
but they.have many thonsands of ac-
tive sympathizers among the labor or-
ganizations, . labor _unions and. work-
ing classes in.the United States.”

We . conféss ourselves agreeably
surprised at the . letter Senator Tall
has written to the President, for, by
reason of, his own heavv interests in
Mexico, .and those he redresents as
attorney. together. with his apnarent
anxiety for intervention, which the
“New York World” criticized so
sharnly—s criticism.we promptly re-
produced—we did not expect him to
take so. sympathetic and fair a view,
We point out that the antagonism of
interest makes. his testimony incom-

parably stronger, -and we mnoint out

further that, if there is a2 man in Con-
gress wha should understand the real

- mierits_ of:thig case, that man is Sena-
“tor Tall, For many years his relations

with - Mexico have been most’ inti-
mate and on the largest scale. More-
over. he'swag the most active mem-
ber of the Senatorial sub-committce
sent out. here récently to investigate
this matter. . S ’

‘We have. therefore. .some little
hope - semaining that Senator Fall’s
personal -letter, together with. Con-
gressman Nolan’s additional evidence,
may bring ahout a change of heart at
the- White House. ‘The term .of our
comrades’ imprisonment will sobn ex-

pire, and . the fact is that we desire.

their release largely for.its effect on
the public mind. There is intense
hitterness, among the Mexicans over
the treatment they habitually receive
at the hands of the authorities. That
bitterness is, in the opinjon -of the
editor of. this section, fully justifed.
for the cards are habitually stacked

" against them: No one who has made

a studv of criminology in California
and other. Southern States can doubt
that for an instant. Such cases as
those of our excellent comrade. G.
Rubio, now - imorisoned at Clifton,
Ariz., for an offence of which he is
said to be entirely innocent, and many
other cases we could mame, all con-
firm the Mexican belief that the pres-
ent strained relation between the two
countries leads to their receiving an
even scantier measure of justice than
in the past. This makes things hard-
er all round, and tends to endanger
rather than. preserve the public peace.
. We imagine the President  will
agree ‘with us

ion is not veng
but prevention. and we trust he may
vet see that the continued jmprison-

ment of our comrades tends to defeat -

that the proper object "

Trom. the wniversal  guessing cone
test as lo what the Spanishless Mr,
Lind will or will not do to Mexico,
it is a veliel to turn fn something
tangible. ' The "T.os Angeles Times”
has secured an . interyiew with and
signed statement from Zapata, in
which he speaks in the most contemp-
tnaus terms of the. Huerta gavern-
ment, and still more of the soldiers it
sends against him) As he puts it:
“Patriotism  has Dbeen dead in this
country {or many yeuars, and the sol-
diers under the "banner of the central
government -simply are forced into
the army, with little liking for their
work.” Affer stating that he has re-
fused mast absolutely the proffered
governorship of Morelos, Zapata de-
clares:~“We are working for an
equitable division of the immense land-
holdings that have made the majority
of my people slaves of the owners of
the great haciendas” TTe denied in-
dignantly the charge that he is a
“blandthirsty  bandit, secking only
gain.” and déclared himself “the lead-
er of a great cause that will trinmph
in'the end.” The “Times” interviewer
reporls that he found Zapata, with
nearly 1R.000 armed men under his di-
rect. command, Plﬂl‘(‘n(’h(‘l\l at Villa

vala,

Tn this connection, and as hearing
directly on the all-important  land
auestion, let ns turn 1o “Til Pais,” of
JTnly 25, only just to hand. Let us re-
mark again that it is the great Roman
Catholic daily of Mexico, which means
that it is conservative to the very
core. Very well; it is now running a
series of articles on the Land Ques-
tion, by Trancisco Buines, It prints
thase articles in larze, black-faced
type. to give them all the orominence
possible, and the first article begins:

“The voleanic eruption which over-
threw the rotten peace of the Porfirio
dictatarship. plutacratic prospetity
and, above all, the scandalously cyni-
cal crowd of nublic¢ thieves, had its
origin in the fearsome work of hun-
ary agitators, who sncéceded in worls
ing on the despair of our immense ru-
ral class: a class that had been oon-
pressed to the crushing point by the
tvranny of the “jefes politicos” and
the hunwer of men in office” Sr.
Rydnes then remarks that the develon-
ment of that great movement of dis-
content still goes on, talk and the ex-
pression of "good inteations on- the
part of the governing class beine pow-
erless to ston it. Fle adds that, as
the resnlt of {hat movement, everv
one in Mexico—“the government, the
intellectuals, the .philanthropists, the
mvstics, the spiritualists. the capital-
ists, the hureaucrats,” the haciendd
owners (always provided that their
rights are protected) and every busy-
hody in the country——are presenting,
through the medium of the oress, pro-
iects for the salvation of the country
hy.the repartition of the land.”

* Think This Over.

We patise for a reflection, We say’
that such a declaration in such a pa-
per-—and it is in direct line with many
other auntations we have given from
many jotlier - Mexican canitalistic na-
:) nts the .world -~ with the
kable sociological phenom-
enon of the 'day. We sav that in.no
other conntty can von find a practi-
cal npanimity of oniniot that, as re-
gards Iand monopolv, something radi-
cal must be’ done; that something be-
ing nothing less than redistribution,

+ We say that it is conclusive evidence

of .the snbstantial educational’ work
accomplished v the direct action 6f
peons, who. onlv three years ago. were
despised. even By men_of the alleaed
revolutionary type of Debs and Ber-
ger, as too ignorant' to accomplish
anything. Again we sa¥, and say it
most emphatically. that during the
last three vears the Mexican proleta-
riat. rifle in.-hand, has forged ahead
farther on the road to economic lib-
erty than have his sunposediv better
educated brothers of Eurone-and the
Tinited Stafes in a centurv of effort.

The rifle. backed bv a.clear. simole -

and well-iderstood iden. has knocked
onr elaborate oveanization and confus-
ed nrorazanda into a cocked hat, Tt is
to be hoped that ultimatelv we shall

- he thoroughlv ashamed of the manner

in which, generation after generation,
we have stuck.in the mud while a few
leaders have ridden gaily in the band-
wagon of a nopularity to which thev, -
Teast of all the sons of men, are least
entitled. - D

Sr. Bulnes 'proceeds. to a detailed
criticism of varions . plans pronnsed..
and first he considers the question’ of
the still unélaimed national lands. He
shows. confirming Mr. Araujo’s arti--
cle which we renroduced last week,
that the Jand gobbhlers have left -an-
touched only an insignificant residium
of ~worthless lands, the transfer of
which to the piblic ‘would give nrac-.
tically no relief. On this point he, a
most competent and conservative ai--
thority, makes - the following  state-
ment, to which we accord the dignity
of a special paragraph: = * .

“As regards the national lands, we

Mexicans possess to day only a worth-
18 5 y 0

the ends he himself pr bly has

at_heart.

Tess 1 as. by virtue,

* .

accupicd lnﬁds, Porfirio Diaz
0, TWI

GAVE
AWAY,

L TWENTY - RIGHT
PERSONAL: AND POLVIICAL
FRIENDS, TERRITORY AS
L.ARGE AS FRANCE. This wrong,
80 immoral, ‘so stupid, so anti-patri-
atie, was._committed before the so-
cilled ‘Cientificos’ made their appear-
ance, for it took place dnring the first
half of Niaz’ dictatorship,” - :
Greater than Presidents,

Tn anather column we call attention
{0 the fact that President Wilzon, the
champion of Democracy, cannnt see
Nis way to ordering the release of
our comrades imprisoned in McNeil's

Tsland. President Wilson, let us tell”

you something; something which vou,
as a professed student and man of let-
ters shonld he able to appreciate! We
.do not know. as yet. what history will
say of you, buf we do know full well

{liat history will write down the Ma--

gons and Rivera as fruly great, pre-
‘eiselv beeause they were 1he first men
in Mexico to revolt against such a
monstrosity as that which Sr. Bnines
drags to light; the firsel men to beard
4lie lion in bhis den: the first to sav,
“this business of selling out our coun-
{ry must stop:” the first 10 set on
{dot that dreat revolutionary move-
ment which has dethroned Diaz, has
(leilquncrl Madero-—another land mo-
nopolist—will yet dethrone Huerta,
and eventually " will dethrone T.and
Monopoly ifgelf-=that man-devouring
ogre nf which the manniking just
named were and are hot the tempo-
rary ton.ls That is a greater secord
than being- President of the United
States, | - .

H"e gave away, fo twenty-eight fa-
vorites, a-slice of his country larger
than all France; and President Roose-
velt., President Tafi. and we know
not how many other noted Americans.
hailed him as.the leading statesman
of the age!

Mr. Bulnes then considers the ques-
tion of buying the landlords out, and
his first remark is that already thev
are anticipating that by asking mon-
strous prices. e says that far the
well-known_ Tacienda de Chapingo
they: are -asking $600 n hectare: that
for land in the State of Guanijuato
from $300 to $600 a lectare is de-
manded. and so forth, To purchase
15,000,000 hectares would cost, at the
prices now ruling, $4.500,000,000. Tn
short. nurchase is a sheer impossibil-
ity. - That is what all revolntionists,
from Henry George downwards. who
have laoked the problem squarely in
the face, always have said.

Having examined these proposals
in detail. Mr. Bulnes concludes that
“tlie onlv wav in which the peans can
get.the land is that adopted by Obre-
gon, Zapata, Braulio Hernandez, Qtes-
tes Perevra, Calixto Contreras and
others. . That method is to despoil
the hacienda owners, offering them

onlvi a -humiliating price and cutting .

their throats’ if they do not applaud
the offer.”

We must add that Mr, Bulnes, as a
zood Conservative and Cathalic, tries
i his second article to make his pence

“with the well-to-do bv assuring them

that the neasants will not be able to
make a living from the land. The
mononolists will have a fine time of
it making the peons believe that Tairy
tale. They will teplv - that ALILS
wealth ¢omes from the land, and that
when they get the land they can also
get that wealth, as well as the next
man, Tadeed, much hetter., for “the
delicatelv-scented courtier lownging
in the Ocil de Boeuf” couldn’t run a
forrow. fall a tree or pick out a seam
of mineral, to save his neck. '
Land Question in Sonora.
. Sonora_has been for -some time
past_the State most in the American
public’s eye, for it borders the Unit-

ed States, has been a favorite invest- "

ing-ground, has been the main scene
of o the  Constitutionalist campaign
against Huerta, and is now conspicu-
ous for. the hitter feud between the
followers of Maytorena and Pesquie-
ra.. Maytorena in particular is a large.
landowner and genérallv it may be
said that the Maytorena faction is en-
deavoring ‘to ‘protect vested interests.
as against ille exorfapriation tenden-

- cies of Pesqueira followers. Neverthe-

less, Gen.  Cabral declares ~publicly
that the present campaign is mer v
a continuation of the, original vevolu-
tion, begun in 1910, which had for its
object “the feturn of the lands un-
justly taken from their owners-during
the -administration of Porfirio Diax.”
Pesqueira himself has laid before the
Sonora Congress sweeping pronosi-
tions for the re-apportionment of na-
tional and “unoccupied lands, for.the
Jimitation of large holdings, for State
forfeiture of lands held by thgse who
have opposed the Constitutionalist
movement, and for. the regulation of
~communal lands. In an outspoken

‘article in-the last numbér of this pa-

per, Antonio De P. Arauio, secretary
of the Mexican Liberal Party Junta.
calls attention.to the extent to which’
the revolutionists in:, Morelos,” Guers
rero, Durango and other States, have

“themselves  taken possession of the

land and are today cultivating it for
their own account; instead of trusting
to the .tender. mercies of the politi-
cians. ‘Those-who read our® transia-

of our miserable Jaws relating to'un- tion of Ricardo 'Magon's article in

tions of this sort.”” How comes it that apparently ibl

people can read with profound interest the story of. hunt-
ers who risk their_lives. year after year, to cloth progti-
tutes with furs? Let the furs go and the ahimals; that
own them rest in. peace, while we weave clothing for-the
really naked back§, « Let us get down to business and:take
stock; let us see how large'a proportion of “our race 1s
slaving :in_poverty. for the spoiled and idle few, and how
small is the percentage which s prodiicing - the, limjted
range of articles to which the consumption of thé n s
is confined. That stock-taking is more wanted- than anv-

thing T know, for, if we could put it through and ascemain’

the facts, it would lead instantaneously to: such a reor-
ganization as this world has never seen. There would be
no need then for Mr: Gompers’ or Mr. St. John's or Mr.
Debs’ machines, which hope to organize industry com-
pletely within the next few centuries. We should simply
say, with one accord: “To Hell with such a state of
things, in which ninety-nine hundredths of our race are
toiling at the useless, and*‘allgare robbed of Life!” .
; " T %

- 0 . ot

W:xlkmg homeward and asking myself why Life should
not be habitually one “evening at the beach,” I vwas hailed
by an old newspaper friend wlio lias become Chief of
Police in this by no means unimportant bu;gh.‘ He dragged
me into liis den and the talk felf on 2 book; “Crime and
Criminals,” which T was guilty of writing somg four years
ago: The Chief thought it had dome mucls ‘good, and
spoke of reforms recently effected, I replied that, except
‘as to possible improvement in the treatment of prison
inmats, it had done ne good at all, and conld do none, since
our’ economic copditions, with the unpatural and unequal
struggle.they ernigender, hatch crime faster than all the
books in the world can remedy it. He agreed emphatie

t ;o

some experiences, he rapped out a’ longed i, by protecting its 'monsétrous privileges against

§1171‘

and. after ¥
orofessional opinion.” “Damn-it.” he said, “that Los Ange-
les has become nothing but a_city of detectives! ,Ever_y-
body is spying on everybody else, and T hate to set foot in
the place.” R : .
; s R ‘*A'?ff" B
. Ttis even so. , We are being starved

of Life, and instéad

are given a n{elling. ﬁois@nons mess,  The ‘maggo
of slavety has eatén'its way int6 and putrified the mass so
utterly that only by the most violent cfforts can we make
it hold together. Never was talk so cheap and action in
accordance with our talk so hard to find. Under the
loudly-voiced assumption that the people at Jast are in the
saddle and that Democracy is triumphant, the masses are
bound to the chariot wheels of Money as they never were
before, -The world rings with fine sentiments, but those
who mouth them have no thought of being held respons-
ible and always it is tacitly understood that Money is to
speak the final word. : China is once more rent by Revo-
Tution in its most violent, gigantic and apparently unprofit-
able form, and over every battlefield, as vultures waiting
for their glut. hover the syndicated Furopean bankers.
The Balkans run knee-deep in blood, and the European
bankers boss the job. As T write the despatches tell me
that “Senator Bacoy of Georgia, chairman of the foreign.
relations -committee and a-man- of well-known conserva-
tive tendencies. characterizes the present emergency—the
Mexican' Revolution—as ‘thef gravest that has confronted
the United States in his nineteen years of service”” Once
more_the Money Power is responsible for all the trouble;
the Money Power which:created the conditions that
_forced. {hre Revolution; the Money Power which has pro-

e

ould be clean. and sweet and nourishing, -

the opposition of the masses; the Money Power which

seeks now to embroil the United States and ultimately:

.may 'embroi] the nations o*f‘ ﬂ;ew;'orld. . N .
.. The Mexican Revolution' is: only one little corner’ of
thiss Titanic, ‘world-wide -struggle—the struggle for the

ight 1o live: the strurgle for the rich, jnd fully-ronnded
civilization to which the knowledgge and chpacity: of the
hugmm race entitle it, and for its equal; cleanand sensible
enjoyment. ' This world is incaleulably: vich,’ witl. a rich-
ness that means the possibility of happinéss ‘for all; but
the richness is under lock and. key. 'Tt must be freed.
Monopoly must disgorge. Tt must.give up’ the key..
slavery by which the many must toil when and as the few,
the very few, decide, must go and go, forever..” The human
hive must purge itself of drones: Its members mist be
frée to suck life’s honey to the full; to- garner it in free-
dom, and to feast; secure.against invagion by the idler, on
the product of their toil! . Such evenings at the beach as T
endeavored to describe at the beginning of this article are
all too few, and it may be:donbted if millions. catch even
such a single rav from Life’s great reservoir of light to
cheer -them on their long and tragic'way, That -cannot,.
should not, last. That slavery must be broken. Thase
prisoners must be set free. . Lif¢ must be released, howy
ever great the cost and desperate thé struggle. To the
conquest. of “Land and Liberty” our race must rally, con-
scious of the. dignityjof its claim and of the omnivotent
forces latent in its. tog-long slumbering limbs. The threads
“with which™ the “Lilliputians of’ Monapoly havk bound. it
are only. threads, Guiliver has only to collect his wits

and rise, FN . e ;
. WM. C. QWEN:
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this fssne will inderstand the poir
Tt is the difference ‘befween St
ownership and ‘the righs of individn
nccupancy by actnal nse and cultivy
tiem; hetween our own forest conss,
vation policy, which is a politic
graft waorked in partnership with 1
big Inmher companies, and such co
ditions as wonld result 3 unocenpi
and uneultivated land was open
-whoever was willing to oceupy 2y
cultivate it :

On recent and separate dates- 1y
separate envoys from the Mexicay
Yiberal TParty have visited Zapatj
-and published their reporis, That
the first ‘one, Jose Guesra, dwel
strongly on Zapata’s expressed pa
sion for hiiman equality, one of t
passages quoted from the intervie
rimning:  “Who is tlere?” said Z
pata, “who ean be so stupid as to b
!ne\:o ‘in Muerta or Felix Diaz, whe
it js_the same dictatorship party s
ever?” ‘I'o.which he added: “Toda
it is either they or.we.

T want al} 1o be equal?
envoy, - 1. M. Rangel,
Tengthy conversation
Question and on the subject of Inter
vention. which latter, Zapaia said, wa
giving him no alars,

Lind Arrives Safely.

. Special Envoy TLind arrived safel
in Mexico City, Sunday evening, Aug
10, thus relieving, for the moment,
most tense situation.  ITuerta tool
active steps to gnard against attack o
hestile demonstrations, Tt is under)
stood that Mr. Lind will present hj;
message to Huerta through Chary
d'Affaives  O’Shanghnessy when
time appears opportune, Meanwhil,
the greatest secrecy is maintained, by
the general understandine is thaf
President Wilson will not recogniz
Huerta, that he will uphold the new
trality laws prohibiting the importa
tion of arms to revolutionists, and
that 1i_e personally is opposed to mil.
itarv intervention,

The American press has abounded
with reports to the ‘¢ffect, that there
is a powerful lobhy in Washington
working for_intervention, and has de
clared that President Wilson indorses
the chatge, < .

Torreon is again hesieged, and the
Federal account of a decisive-vietory,
in which 3000 rebels were reported as
ll:'\vmg heen slain, ‘has been denied
vigorously. A despatch dated Tagle
Rock. Texas, Auz. 14, is to the effect]
that the Constitutionalists, under Col,
Murguja, have 4300 Tederals . sur
rounded, near Abasolo Viejo. Aviator]
Masson’s -neroplane appears .to- have)
come to grief, and Empalme has been
bombarded by the Federali gunhoats
and shaore hatteries.

Thicty-cight refugees, who reached
New Orleans Aug. 10, reported 2 gen-
eral and hasty exodus of Americans,
Former Ambassador Wilson has been
reprimanded . sharply, and it appears
that Javan is hot inclined to-réceive
Felix Diaz in liis official capacity.

. LABOR PRESS NOTES. :

“The Arizona Socialist Bulletin”
has an_excellent editorial “on “The
Land Fogs,”'in which it shows that
analogous conditions to those against
which Mexico lias revolted prevail in
the” United States, anil declares. that
the problem Mexico .is working —ow
is full of vital-interest for the people
of the United States. - Yes; indeed.

“The Labor Press,” also Socialist,
has a_long semi-historical article on
the Mexican situation, by Stella
Camphell’ Georgian, From one source
ar another she has gathered up a lot
of facts about Dinz,” Maders, Huerta,
the Rothschilds, ete,, which are good
enongh, but she is either’ tied hope.
lessly _ to.theonareow. . Sogialist’ pro/
gram, or uttérly ignorant ‘of -México,
or:both. She thinks the Mexican gov-
ernment will.have to grant pumerous;
nolitical -rights, " after  which ~“the
Mexican working class will, be in a
position to begin’ the long. hard task
of political and economic organiza+
tion,"- éte. - o '

Even “Tle Public™. is beginning, to
face facts. 'Tts ' Mexican letter re-
niarks that.“The Madero, fegime doses:
the rebels with. honey ‘and gunpow-
der” A year ago it almost worship
ped Madero, anpareatly having a mys-
tic hope that he_would introduce the
Single Tax.” Todav, comparing him
with- Huerta, it admits that neither
“cared to experiment with the appli-
cation “of ‘simple democratic justice, | -
for Mexican rulers'are too aristoctatic §
1o -consider such plgheian remedies
worth while” =~ s :
7 In “The Syndicalist” there is a let-
ter by a notably faithiful worker, C.
E. Swift, writteh from. Mexico. He
says-in ‘part:. “This:i§ what I dis-
covered. T 'found “that' the "Mexiéans
are far ahead.of the Americans and:of
Europeans-and of’ allradicals. ' :You
mav nat helieve this, but T assure vou
it is_absolutely so.": — T found the
‘people there 3o communistic’ that if
they have anythiig you .want  thev
give it to you withouta guestion, each
one ready to divide the last loaf with § -
vou.” L : T
AQO0O0B0TTO0OOTVOO
Q@  Times are frightfully hard @
O with us. having suddenly become @
O worse than we have ever known ©
@ them. " We think the Mexicans ©
© may be saving their ‘monev in ©
© view of the vossibilities of in- @
O tervention.. ‘At ‘any rate times @
O are frightfully hard. V08
©  We always have gone to the &
© very ‘edge of our possibilities in ©
© our iety to make propaganda, O
‘® When times seemed to. be im- O
O proving, only a few weeks ago, O
@ we promptly increased our patet &
©-to six pages and paid off $300 @
.@ back indebtedness. Now thére @
© has been a sudden and- utterly O
O-unexpected ‘slump. = .. . 2
Our view 'is that for nearly &
© three years “Regeneracién” has O
@ endeavored bravely to live up to O
9 its name; that it has stood, a ©
O lighthouse amid  perpetually &
© boiling waters, striving honestly O
© ta throw what light it could into ©
© the darkness. It seems to us that O
© it would be a shame to let it die, ©
© and we make - eafnest appeal to ©
‘@ every one of our English read- ©
Oers in the hope that they may @
O feel a3 we - do... We have not @
© been grasping; we have not been O
O commercial; we are as proud as &
O Lucifer and cannot beg. But we O
O think our readers would resent @
© it if we ceased publication be- O
O cause we had not informed them @
S of the situation ag it i

it is, -
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