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Let The Economic Attack Be Straight :Mexica'n Notes

No movement that does not attack, or, at least, threaten
directly the exploitation capacities of the ruling class is
a true revolutionary movement, That {a the pith of an
article by Frank Chester Pease, estitled “The 7. W, W,
and Revolution” Tt has found its way into this manth's
“Forum” and I am glad; becanse articles insisting on the
necessity of attacking exploitation. and much, Oh! much
more the canses that render exploitation possible, are
greatly needed. Tn other respects the article does nat
please, for it appears to me as having all the defects of the
organization it seeks to hoom. Like all I. W. W. propa-
ganda it abounds in hig words, sixteen pages being re-
quired 1o state a simple premise. Like all I. W. W,
propaganda it claims everything, asserting, for example,
that the T. W. W. was the first organization to raise fue
standard of proletarian revolt. That is an insnlt to the
reader’s intelligence, if only because it is well known that
the T. W. W. was the chil;i oi ﬂ;e Socialist Labor Party.

However, one cares nothing about empty credits, the
one important question being whether the T. W. W, is
today raising. honestly and boldly, the standard of prole-
tarian revolt. TFor my part, T think that it is not.

T think that it is shirking all the really great questions,

on the clear and courageous exposition of which the aboli-
tion of wage slavery depends, T think it {s shirking them
for the reasons which actnate a popular lecturer or
vote-hunting aggregation. The central offices wapt dues-
paying members. The official organs want all thé suh-
scribers and money support they can rake in. They
hanker for popularity, and_education, which means hard
work, i mnst unpopular. Fundamental issues, which eall
for hard thinking, are unpopular, On the other hand,
big, frothy talk is always. popular. Bombastic assertions
that their organization, and their organization alone, has
the cure-alliare always popular with members, who like
tn pat ome anather on the hack, as being the redeemers of
the world., Petty conflicts over side issuies are always
ponular, for thev convey an impression of activity and
disseminate the illustion that vou are “always on the jobh.”
Meanwhile the official organs bulge with reports of vie-
tories, which as often as not are crushing defeats, and
cvervhody is busy weaving a rope of said which crumbles
to picces at the slightcst*pull. .

What Mr. Pease anparently considers the T. W, W,
true glory is that it thinks as the proletariat thinks. His
eontception is exnressed ingenuously as follows: “Pro-
letarian {hinking is in terms of the industrial process it is
immediately engaged upon. The nroletasiat thinks in terms
of wheels, enginery, picks. shovels, Tevers, electrical apna-
ratus, looms. saws, wagons, wheat, coal, trains, ships,
Tathes. drills, hammers, lumber and other tangihilities.” TTe
calls that a “relatively simple psychology.” and deprecates
all efforis to _complicate it by introducing other issues.
Tar my part, T think it is an exceedingly complicated psv-
chology, since it thinks exclusively within’ the framework
of the confused and complicated present, T believe, how-
ever, that the real proletariat, to which alone the 7. W, W.
can appeal successfully, is 1ot so slavishly devoted to the
wheels and enginery and all the rest of it; that it thinks
largely in ‘terms of the road and individual freedom from

 industsial and governmental restraint; that the homeless

outcast curses the monopolistic system which does not
leave Tiim where to Iay his head, and T hope sincerelv that
1he penniless imemnlaved will not wait until the T. w.
hias rounded up all the workers into one big union., or
until the Socialists have secured a majority at the ballot
linx, sifice the two propoiitir;ns*nre on all fours.

Biit, supposing Mr, Pease is right, and suppesing 'the
proletariat is looking longingly to the factory and mine,
run on conditions somewhat easier. What of it? T see
a world of proletarians abused at everv turn; cheated,
kicked and murdered by the dominant few: herded like
shivering ‘sheen by the handful of boldegr wolves. Have
thase sheep all the virtues® Outside of their so-called
philosaphy is nothing worth considering?  Go to, Mr.
Pease: you arc out on a fool’s errand! All life is there
to contradict vou., The vanquished cry: “This is the
way we have always thought and acted.” and we, forsooth,
are to accept it as the final word of wisdom. because the
vamquished ntter it!! The doivp-and-out explain that they
never hothered their heads with anything beyond the next

meal. and we are to reply: “Yours is the proletarian phil- t

osophy and, therefore, we accept it!” Ts that advance.
ment? Ts that revolutionary? Ts not that reaction of
the deepest dye? Reading such things I do not wonder
that when 1 speak to . W, W. men about the land ques-
tiom they wave me contemptuously aside and tell me they

are' 3 b job! .
'u:c mt'c?'csted only in thc*l D e 1 - v
‘The T. W. W: has heen called on to fill, a most im-
portant role, and T belicve that thousands of its mem-
bers have sensed that fact and tried most carefully to‘play
their part. 1 believe they have understood their business
is to gather up the unskilled, the unemployed or inter-
mittently employed, the men who pack their blankets, the
roving and necessarily lawless elements, whom too many
Socialists reject as “slum proletariat’ and the A. F of
1.. bars by higlh dues and other tyrannical restraictions.
T believe they have understood that thev must gather up
this most destructive force and use it for destruction of
the system; that thev must take that he}erogeneous mass
and, weld it into a clear-sighted revolutionsty army, con-
sciotis of the enormous prize awaiting it and not con-
tent with “hand-outs” or those humiliating compromises
we blame the political Socialists for advocating. The T.
W, W. accuses the Socialists most virulently of compro-
mising to catch the vote, Tf it does the same thing in
ardes to eatch mcmbcrsh’ikp, :vh;‘zre is the difference?

Mr, Pease, queting the 1. W, W, preamble, speaks

of the organization as “forming the structure of the neiv”

saciety within the shell of -the, old.” - Qh, fiddlesticks!
There never has been and never will be anything con-
structive about the 1. W. W, unless it becomes as con-
servative as the A, T, of L., in which case it will go to
hopeless ruin. Tt appeal is solely to the disinherited, and
the business of the disinherited is to attack; to create,
augment and give direction to that fire of discontent
which must gather enormously in volitme before the revo-
lutionary volcano can_break out in the United States, as

Last montl’s “North Américan”
cantained an article entitled “Why is
a Reévolution?” by Paxten Hibhen.
We wish President Wilson, -every
American politician and the millions
still in_thraldem to polities cntild
study that article. It might bring
them into something like sight-dis-
tance of realities as they are and as
the Latin politician knows them, He
does not dwell in the clonds. As Mr.

it has broken out in Mexica, Whatever, paid or ZeTS
anxions for a substantial dues-paying membership, maw
say, there is nothing in the constructive program, which
is an unfortunate heritage from the Socialist Labor Party.
Haywood and all the ather T, W. W. orators give that con-
struction myth the lie direct, for they are destructive agi-
tators, every one of them. They are petrels of the com-
ing storm, and if ever they drop their flight, to crawl tame.
1v into construction’s gilded case, their day is done. Their
one talent is propaganda, and revolutionary propaganda
at that. At the sorry task of fossilizing rebels into 'a con-
servative combine 1lie old trades’ uniniosts can beat them
all to pieces, . i -
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The clements needed for a powerful revelutionary
movement are all present in this country, but—let us not
delude oursclves—that movement, 'as vet, does not exist,
Pregnancy has taken place, but the office-holding doctors
are straining every nerve to bring about abortion. They
have to attack and overthrow the whole system of com-
mercialism, and they themselves are cemmercial to the
care.  They should speak out and they themselves are
smothering hostile criticism. They should face and wel-
come unpopularity, and they themselves are slaves to big
auwdiences, sensational trials, anything and everything that
will attract the public and catch the dollar. They have to
build a ship that will weather hurricanes, and they grasp
at every rotten tmber that drifts their way, Mr. Pease
declares that “perhaps at no time in the history of prop-
aganda in this country, more than at present, does it be-
hoove us to question the validity of much which claims to
be revolutionary, take stock of radical ‘tendencies’ and at-
tempt to sift from out these ‘phases of revolution’ that
which has genuine revolutionary vitality, constructiveness
and permanence.” I agree with him most heartily and
take him at his word. To ‘eliminate the shish.and come
do\l\(m to substantial bedrock is ever the true agitator’s
task. A o
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Personally, T am hunery for results. I do not eall it
a result when some small section of the disinherited has
had the burden eased a trifle, for the moment, by the
winning of a strike, T do call it a result when some in-
telligent body of fighters has been added to our army,
or when the volume of clear-sighted discontent has been
substantially increased. In Mexican and Spanish -papers
you will find revolutionary aims and methods stated with
continnally-growing clearness, and that means progress,
Within the last thvee years the Mexican unquestionably
has become a different man: strong with the spirit of
revolt, clear-eyed as to what e wants and means to. get,
with' ambitions and hopes that have given new meaning
to his previously slavish life; and that means progress.
Today the entire Mexican press is agog with plans for
restoring to the disinherited their stolen lands, and that
means progress. But similar progress in. the United
States, you cannot find. We have still the same old pro-
grams, with which T have been familiar these thirty
vears; the same bombastic, booming  methods;- the ‘same
inflated balloons which, pricked periadically, tumble again
to carth; the same confusion of thought, and. consequently,
the same vague and ill-directed action. No solidity of
huild: no recognition of the indisputable fact.that before
the hand can strike the mind must move; no set purpose
to_speak the truth at all and everv cost; no sense of the
priceless value of such honest agitation as, for example,
that which the Magons have made; none of that dogged
perseverance which alone gives mastery and achieves per-
manent results, i R
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This article is not a-hostile criticism; and. cannot be,
since the writer has held, for miany_ yedrs, that all true
revolutions must spring up from below, and has. regarded
he T. W. W. as, at least. the fore-runner of.the genuine
proletariat movement which has yet to be. Nevertheless
it is not to De forgotten that movements consist, first. of
the men and women who compose them, and, secondly,
of the ends for which they battle. Without the proper
fighting force they come to nothing, and they come eq*!ally
to nothing if that fighting force expends its energi¢s on.
shadows. The goal must be kept in sieht and the march
be as direct as possible. If the I. W. W. is to waste its
energies on internal.squabbles; on bickerings over Twee-
dledum and Tweedledee; on personal ambitions and, above
all, on those confused and complicated programs which
are the snares most fatal to the unlettered mass, it will
wither as the Socialist Labor Partv and many others have
withered. and a sterner and more clear-sighted move-
ment will be called on to take its place. There is.nothing
sacred in a name. No loyalty is due to organizations that
do not bring results; lasting results: the sort of results
which clear the way for further advance along a definite
line of march. To march up the hill and Bown again,
with much hurrah, is nothing. To fight for the mere
sake of fighting is worse than nothing. Like the Mexican
rebels we are always short of ammumnition and every shot
should tell. At present thre is far too much firing in the
air, and no one who has the slightest acquaintance with
the labor movement of the United States can doubt that

statement.
WM C. OWEN.

TOM MANN EXPLAINS,

Speaking ate Kennywood, Pittshurg,
Tom Mann concluded his address,
given verbatim in “Justice,” with a
frank statement of ihe rcasons that
had led him to abandon all trust in
nolitics. e passed in review Great
Rritain, Germany. Australia. France,
lolland and  Belgium, with 'nll of
which thirty years of consecutive ag-
itation have made him familiar, Dis-
enssing the type of labor representa-
tives common to all those countries
he said: “They are for the most part,
not by intention but hy fheir every-
day behaviar, part and parcel of the
capitalist system; and—wrapped up
in and identified with the bourgeoisic.
well trained, highlv-polished -plufo-
erats—they talk in their behalf. praise
them and respect law and nrder in the
same old way.” R

Tom Manw's experience is that
of most veteran agitators. Ts it your’s?
Tn other words, dn von believe that
the overthross of this all-powerful
commercial svstem will be accom-
plished by the well-fed, casy-going
Perger type, “who remind one of
“Faft in their capacity to radiate.good
Timor,” or by the famished w?r dogs
of the proletariat, already straining
at the leash and panting for a chance
tn seize their. prey? 3

Tnte the tyrant Caesar's trembling
mouth Shakespeare put these pro-
phetic words: :

“T,et me have men about me that are’

at;

Sleek-headed men and such as sleep
at nights.

Yon' Cassius hath a lean and hungry
look.

He thinks too much.. Such men are
daneerous.” . .

Tt was Cassius who finished him.

P et

SEND IN YOUR ORDERS.

We expect to have the first volume
of our “Land and Liberty” series on
the market within two weeks. Sixt
four pages. with three cots. }’ncc
ten cents. Delieving that this will be
most useful propaganda matter we
hope our friends will order liberally.
‘Agents wanted. )

Sixty-

THE PLUCK THAT WINS,

The fast.issue of “The Satur([ay
Review.” of Medford. Ore.. contains
a really fine ecditorial statement of
that paper’s oolicy. Tt is run by So-

cialists, but it does not bhelieve that-

any partv has a monopoly of trugh.
and it will give ALL who write in-
telligently and to the point an ob-
solutely square deal, oL

Ah!  Tf parties and organizations
enuld hut see it, the critics who force
them to that noble stand are friends’
whom thev should grapple to their
hearts with hoops of steel. Such
critics run them out of the enervating
hothouse of sectarianism and push
them, willy-nilly, into the battlefeld:
the hattleficld that 1ests their armour:
the battlefield that educates them by

. conflict, face to face and toe to toe:

the battleficld that knocks the weak-
ness of conceit out of them and re-
places it with the power of know-
ledze that has survived the test of

fight. ~ The Lnock-out route alone:

produces champions; the most fool-
ish men one meets are those whom
privilege has sheltered from rebuke:
the weakest of all parties. is that
which has to use the gag because it
cannot face the enemy’s attack. Man-
kind - is
fight and all “the shutters must be
thrown wide open. He who secks to
nail them fast with lies, to cover up
dark corners or blind us with the
dnst of sophistry, is our deadliest foe,
whatever label he may wear.
“Open thine; eyes to see, Slave! and
thy feet are free. ;
Thy bonds and thy beliefs are one in
kind; - .

And of thy fears thine irons wrought
Hang weights upon thee fashioned
. out of thine own thought.”
et et

TO OUR LAWMAKERS,
For nearly three years we have

. fought that Tntervention which, we

knew. would he threatened eventualiy.
We are still fighting it. since the
menace of the United States hangs,
4 malarial cloud, over Mexico, terror-
izing the native mind and robbing it
of much of that energy and. courage

strugeling “desperately ' for .

needed for the stern task in hand.
Recently, as part of that propaganda
which perpetually exhausts our funds,
we mailed a number of Senators and
Congressmen special copies of “Re-
generacion.” together with a circular
fetter which explains the ends for
which the. Mexican Revolutionists
are striving and- points out ‘that those
who went  into Mexico after excep-
tional profits knew that they incurred
exceptional “sisks.  Neither, interna-
tional law nor equity gives:them any
right to call on others.to insure
them. Towards the close of the let-
ter we say: . S

“Intervention means ‘that the
United States sides with the-exploit-
er as against the exploited.. ’}ive'ry

Hibben lains, his mingd is as clear
as the atmosphere of his blue-skied
native land. He is not taken in for
one moment by the delusion that the
people rule under our ballot system,
or that the object of that system is to
ascertain and carry into effect their
wishes. He considers. the whole
game of polilics as a warfare for the
conquest of power, He has taken our
alleged rule of, by and for the people;
not as what it professes to be, but as
what it actually is. Tn Mr. Hibben’s
own words: “His is an absolute rule
of the majority; not by anv means a
majority of votes, but of those units
of political domination which we our-
selves have found to be vastly more
potent . than mere numbers” ‘To
which he adds: "Aside from the in-
disputable fact that the great mass of
the people are totally incapable of
any intelligent excrcise of the suf-
frage, to the:lucid mind of the Latin
a trained and equipped army is worth
something like five times its numbers
in simple citizens of the Republic. As
the right of ‘the majority to rule is
Dbased upon the conceded ability of
the majority to maintain itself by
force, any majority not obtained by
counting the soldier as the equiva-
lent of five civilians is merely a paper
majority; a fiction of theorists.”
Revolutions Serious Things, -

Politics—thé dcquirement and re-
tention of power—as Mr. Hibben
shows, is the business of the edncated
Latin-American, and “to the prosecu-
tion of this husiness he brings a sin-
gleness of purpose. a personal fear-
lessness and a holdness and shrewd-
ness of method not to be déspised.”
As for the masses, "they did not rebel
against Spain and Portugal to be
eternally bothered with casting bal-
lots.” They hated to produce wealth
year after year, simply to see it dis-
appear from the country.” And, sum-
ming up the reasons for revolutions
in Latin-American countries, which
he is very emphatic in describing as
anything -but the opera-bouffe pic-
tured by the.professional funny man,
Mr. Hibben writes: “Révolution is
not only a means of distinguishing a
working ‘majority and a_ method of
securing” ta, such .a majority the con-
trol fo. which it is entitled; it is also
the unfailing redress of an oppressed
or neglected proletariat.”

We think that Anarchists in partic-
ular, and all those who are beginning
to have their doubts as to the real
working-out.of our supposedly popu-
lar. potitics, could not .do, better than
study this article, the meat of which
we have given as far as our space
permits. . Of course we have given it
mainly as_a guide to the wisdom or
folty. of .President Wilson’s attitude
toward ‘Huertd' and the Mexican Rev-
olution, . '

Briefly, as all the world knows, Mr.'
Lind was sent to Mexico with a re:
quest that..the Mexican politicians
should lay aside that appeal to force
which, with absolute logic, is the one
thing they believe in implicitly; since
they know, if others do not, that all
governments rest on force. He was
sent to bid them hold and abide by a
fair and free election; a thing they
regard” as never having occurred in
the United States or any other coun-
try. He was sent to invite a pro-
fessional politician to abandon the
position he holds by the only title he
regards” as legitimate—superior Sorce.
Naturally Mr. Lind has failed, and,
although the Mexicans are a scrupu-
lously polite people, he probably
would have been sent about his bus-
iness with a stinging flea in his ear,
if Huerta had not been afraid.

These instructions were accom-
panied by profuse declarations that
the United States seeks only the good
of the Mexican people at large, and
has no ulterior selfish motives, com-
mercial or otherwise. The Mexican
does not believe one word of it, and,
in our opinion, he would be as big a
fool as walks this footstool if he did.
He KNOWS that the United States
today owns an enormous and most
fertile domain it wrenched from him
by force. He KNOWS that it owns
Cuba, the Philippines, and other ter-
ritory, assimilated under the pretence
of philanthropy, within the last fif-
teen years® He KNOWS that he is
tired of producing wealth, year after
year, “simply to sce it disappear from
the country;” and he KNOWS that
under the capitalist system, his labor
has been going to zbsentee landlords
and foreign coupon-clippers as, in all
his history, it never went Dhefore.
Hence the Revolution.

Having read and re-read the Presi-

one will r that y.
Wall  Street knows it well. The
masses and all the revolutionary
forces, now making so much trouble
in this and -other countries, know it
well. We are sure that you your-
self know-it well.” .
—_—

NOT BY ANY MEANS DEAD,

Tor the first time in neatly {hree
years “Regeneracion” failed to make
its appeararnce last week. That it ap-
pears again this week is partly due to
the generosity of a very few English-
speaking comrades, the great major-
ity having remained apparently in-
different to the one appeal we have
issued. We can only repeat what we
said two weeks ago, viz, that times
are harder with the Mexicans than we
have ever known them, and that
many of our most loyal supporters
are simply i ble for the
of rendering aid. Jt is also unques-
tionable that the constantly-lowering
threat of intervention has forced
many to save money which otherwise
they would have sent in for the pa-
per’s support, We hope our friénds
will not relax their efforts, and they
may rely-on us implicitly to fight on
to the last: - .

dent’s we find the following
valuable as a statement of fact: “The

REGENERAOION

This much, however, we must say,
in justice 1o 'tdith, President Wilson
declares thaf he deems it his duty “lo
speak very fradkly,” Of all the many
dacuments it has been our Jot to ex-
amine this appears to us, without ex-
ception, the least frank, Any ane
reading it wonld imagine that Mexico
T deeply regret ta say, do not seem to
was the scene of a contest for office
and nothing more, Not one word is
said of the fact that the Mexican

masses are demanding back ghe lands

given away, as they consider, fraud-
‘ulently to native and foreign specn-
lators, Not one word is said of the
fact that in innumerable instanées
they have takeri back those lands hy
force of arms.
great faet that an .enormous expro-
priation has taken place! Not even a
declaration that American property
has been confiscated! =The very word
“property” is, carefully .avoided. the
language used. as regards’ American
investors .'being that we. cannot
“slacken in  the least our efforts to
safeguard their; lives and their inter-
osts.” .o B

For our part, having nnspeakable
distrust of smaoth words, we try to
get at facts, ‘We note that Bryan has
sent wmessages to consular represent-
atives, instructine them “ta  notify
all officials, civil and military, in
Mexico” that thev will he Teld strict-
1y responsible for harm or injury
dane to Americans or their property.
We note that large hodics: of troons
are to_be massed on the border, to
stop the importation of arms. We
agree with the London napers which,
as reported- this morning. Aug. 27,
consider " that* this pacifically-worded
message leads to intervention, and is
a notice that Mexico must eéither sub-
it to maral censorshin and- dictation
as to the conduct of her internal af-
fairs or fight. We agreé’ with the
“Chronicle’s” criticism that President
Wilson shows “excessive helief in the
ballot box,” ‘and we add that, if such

expressed belief Es sincere, he also.

shows boundless igmorance of Mexi-
co and of the real history of his own
country.: As to the London “Times.”
so much venerated throughout Great
Britain for its editorial wisdom, it re-
‘marks ~caustically that the message
“has a drawback in being irrelevant
ta the main point.”

Serions history is likely to be made
in the near future. and our view, is
that the message seems to us to hide
a settied determination to clean house
for Mexica, The trouble is that Mex-
jcans generally, in the determined
fight against Monopoly, landlords
and usurers. which they have started.
consider thev are showing the whole
world how it will have to clean its
own house, even though the only
Dbroom available Be onie of steel.

—r e
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: AUGUST BEBEL,

August Bebel is dead. and radical
napers of all factions have been eu-
logising his career. We regret deen-
lv that we cannot agree, for, if the
facts are as siated and not denied.
there is no call far eulowy. Tf it is
true that Behel died rich and fived
for many years in Tuxury, his careér
cannot ‘be spaken of honestly except
in terms of sorrowing shame. Apart
from the question of where the money
came 'frommn, its retention for personal
enjiovment is conclusive proof  that
Bebel had not the earnestness this
areat strioggle calls for.e One can
judee best by comparisons. . “One
could not have imagined Tohn Most,
and one cannof imagine Ricardo Ma-
gon, for example, as having money at
command and not spending the last
cent on pronaganda, ‘True fighters
go to the very edee of, their oppor-
tunities. givirig their all to the cause
in which thev mer~e themselves. The
shams do not, and their failure to do
so i the one conclusive test. .

“There is another and perhaps fullv
as important a consideration which
we must not forget. Bebel, with his
elo his parli ry talent,
his_love of discipline and concentrat-
ed power, was, more than any other
man. the builder of the Social Demo-
cratic Party, as we know it to day.
There are many who think, and the
editor of this section is one of them,
that- the Social Democratic Party
is one of the most colossal humbugs
of the ages; that it is reaction and
‘conservatism incarnate; that it di-
verted the fructifving waters of the
spirit of revolt, which fortv years ago
threatened to break all banks, into
the irrigating ditches of the capitalist
system, and played directly into the
hands of the foe it professed tn fight.
Of all tame 'proletarians the German
is today the tamest, and forty years
ago it was not so. Of‘all countries
Germany is- todav the most abjectly
submissive to authority, as represent-
ed hy the iron heel of militarism, and
‘forty years ago it was not so. , Then
Germany' léd in science and the free
thought that springs from loyalty to
science. “Then she aspired to lead
the world’s' greatest ' révolutionary
movement, and Bebel himself foudly
claimed first place for her. ' Today
she is at the bottom of the class.

If this analysis is correct—and the
intgm:gtiopa] revolutionary movement
1

present circ of the republic,
1 deeply regret to say, do not scem to
promise even the foundation of such
a- peace, -We have waited many
months, months full of peril and anx-
iety, for conditions there to improve,
but they have not improved. = They
have grown worse, rather. The ter-
sitory controlled in_some sort by the
provisional | -authorities at ' Mexico
City has grown smaller. “The:pros-
pect of the pacification of the ‘coun-
try, even by the army, seems to grow
more and more remote; its pacifica-
tion by the authorities at the capital
evidently impossible by any other
means than force. Difficulties more
and more entangle those who claim
to constilute the legitimate govern-
ment of the republic. They have not
made good their claim in fact. Their
successes in the field have proved
only temporary.”
. 'What Actually Counts.

Without caring to criticise. the as-
sumptions with which the message
abounds, we ourselves reiterate the
forecast that the result will be in pro-
portion, on the one hand, to the te-
nacity and clear-sightedness with
which the Mexican workeys continue
figh for the ic aims they
have in view, and, on the other hand.
to the pressure the International
Money Power. can bring to bear..

s to make it, ‘sternly and
impartiallv—history will- have no eu-
logy for Bebel. At any rate, as we
understand the facts at preseat, we
ourselves have none.

WORK' CANNOT BE HAD.

While : Sacialist and. other reform-
ers are hunting office’ and scratching
ofie another on the back, a" most
threatening-condition of, affairs, js de:
veloping all along this coast. Never
were times so hard among our Mex-
icans, and men of other nationalitics,
who drop all: the time into this of-
fice, tell an equally grim tale. They
say that men arc beating their way,
in search of work, in greater num-
bers than they have ever. known, and
that the brutality of city police and
countrv constables and police justices,
eager for fees. has passed all bounds.
Good, sober-thoughted men tell us
most seriously that something is
bound to break, and not infrequently
the remark is made that the excite-
ment which will follow. the invasion
of Mexico will be the signal for a ter-
rific row. We do not know how that
may be, but we are positive that
things are very bad and getting
worse, - .

The capitalist papers. whoop it up
about the bBounteous harvest, and de-
clare that the farmers are yelling for

Not a hint of the-

extra help, Here is an extract from.
a letter just received from a man we,
know as reliable; a capable, intelli-
gent man, not disposed to kick at tri-
fles. He was frozen ont here and
steadily worked his way North, tak-
dng any. job that came his way.
From Spokane, Wash., he writes us:
“I have been down in the harvest
conniry .and, aside from the wages,
the conditions are as revolting as
among the peons. Sixteen hours a
day, sleeping out of doors, oftentimes
with wet clothes, and eating grub
purchased especially, for the slaves.”

‘We are confronted with conditions;
conditions that are not_altered one
single jot or tittle by electing some
reformer to office, by all this unend-
ing clamor about initiatives gr refer~
endims, by White Slave tratfic sen-
sations, minimum wage laws, or ora-
torical fireworks with which prdfes~
sional spellbinders dazzle their- audi-
ences. A sternly practical condition
confronts us, and it has been created
mainly by the land boomers who,
with an unscrupulousness that knows
no lifits, paint this country as .an
Tl Dotrado, that they mav mark up
the price of real estate.
‘full of honest, capable, naturally.in-
dustrious and unwillingly idle men.

. T ———— il

Money Reformers

"Thinking Americans are now, and
only now, beginning to discover that
they ‘are the most governed people
in thé’ world, _Some of them are also’
beginning to understand that the ex~
isting economic inequality now mak-
ing so much trouble, has jts root in
officialdom, which ALWAYS tends
to privilege. -

Americans have had an immense
country to develop, and they have
been in a hwrry to develop it. Ac-
cordingly, they have despised the lit-
tle and worshipped the big. The

Rockefellers, Carnegies, Morgans,
ete, have flayed them alive. No mat-
ter, The flaying has been on big,
Chicago-stockyard scale, and has
heen, thevefore, secretly admired.
“There is nothing small” about us,”
lias been the national brag. 3

Naturally, hurry and the desire to
operate on_ an enormous scale lead
men to look to a gemeral, central
machine. A transcontinental railroad
is to be built, or an inter-oceanic can-
al coustructed, and to Government
we run. Government helps, making
large-handed presents of the public
domain, and taxing future genera-
tions, ‘witli that generositv character-
istic. of those whp da not have to pay
the bill. Tt is the Diaz method and
is bound ‘to bring eventually the Diaz
smash.. Wha cares? The big is God,
and of éur God we tolerate no criti-

o CIsm. ‘

Thus, Americans, as a rule, think
always in ‘terms of Government, and
no country hitherto* has heen so
dead to the spirit of Individualism,
the spirit of Personal Indenendence.
the spirit of Anarchism. ‘The first
thing an Anierican, thinks of,” when
meditating some’ big enterprise, is
“puil”: the help he can get, surren-
titiously, from some oné:in power.
Theére is nothing independent about
that, and 'this process; continued for
several generations, has ‘well-nigh
eaten away “that rugged mnational
character on whicli Americans once
prided themselves, and justly.

‘Here is our banking system; criti-
cized -as unjust and insufficient for
our’ needs. It is under the Govern-
ment’s paternal wing, and that pa-
ternalism somehow has resulted in
raking the bankers, against whom

Government is supposed to_protect,
0 Yet, nows:

us, Czars of the situation.
comes the American réformer, white
to the lips with rage, and proposes to
revolutionize” the banking .system.
Does he aftack ‘the Government.
which has betrayed its trust? Of
coursg he doesn’t.” He is Government
mad; he cannot think outside it; a
few " years ago- he was  yelling for
Bryan and Free Silver: he “still con-
siders it the function of Government
to regulate everything under the sun,
and,” above all, our medium of ex-
change—the most important: portion
of the mechanism, He even tells
you it is ‘so vital that it cannot be
confided to private hands. Officials
are so much more competent, you
know! . Thev are so infinitely pure.
50 noblv disinterested. so devoted to
the welfare of the whole.
Government the Issue.

‘The editor of this section is avow-
edly an Anarchist; thinks, with Tol-
stoy. that the greatest delusion on
earth is belief in Government: holds
most ' emphatically, with Herbert
Spencer. that “Government is inva-

riably slow, stupid, wasteful and -cor-.

rupt.”  “Regeneracion” is an An-
archist publication, and if there-is
anything Covérnmental about the
writings of Ricardo Magon, as they
appear in this English section, will
some one kindly point it out. Nev-
ertheless, our desk is covered with
pamphlets "and long letters from
Americans, who “wish—beyond ques-
tion monst sincerely—to .reform their
country’s institutions. Every one of
them presents plans of the most elab-
orate description, and every one of
them relies on Government. - .
Why are they sent here? There
can be but one answer. The writers
never have thought outside of Gov-
ernment schemes, being  typical
Americans. ‘They recognize us . as
wishing. like themselves, to hring
about great changes, and they jump
at the conclusion that'we, are all in
the same boat, TIf so we are pulling
in opposite directionsi and we, Jor
our ‘part, intend to continue pulling
agalnst Government, and all that:
smacks of Government, with every
ounce of strength at our command.
We want men free and self-helpful,
Government degrades them to the
role of helpless slaves. i
For ple. Mr. J. R. C i
of Bala, Pa., has sent us a six-page
letter and three copies of his pamph-
let, entitled “Get together. A plan
for united and effective action by all
Progressives.” . Let us say, in all
courteous sincerity, that, from Mr.
Cummings’ point’of view, the pamph-
let is excellent. But he is a Gov-
ernmentalist and "we. are not. He
assumes, as his major premise, that
{the issuance of money is one of the
chief functions of .the general Gov-
ernment.” We, on the other hand, hold
that if there is a thing which should
be taken out of the hands of Gov-

The state i |

ernment, that thing is money,
. In short, Anarchism — Individuy
Jism, if you prefer thie word--has ¢c
. nomics of its own which are diame
rically opposed to those of Gover
mentalism, . -We * Anarchists sty
with the premise that the individy,
should have free access to matur,
resonrces, unhampered by gover
ment intervention. We wish him
have freedom of production, and v,
wisht him free to make his own »
rangements with other similasly fr
men for the distribution of his pro
net.” Let the Government keeps if
bungling, grasping, tyrannical han
off. We know that, in the' matt,
of production, .it has robbed us (
freedom. and created that monopoj
against which we are in revolt. \Y,
know also that it has taken the bug
ness of distribution under its speci
wing and thereby created that mon
“monopoly against which "Mr. Cu:
‘mings and' so many others are reby
ling.  We think that the free indivi
-ual is perfectly comentent, to tak
care of himgelf. Mr.. Cummings ca
*not imagine him walking without f:
‘Government crutch.
At any rate, before discussing th
scenery, we must insist on the d
bater’s_taking the trouble to-exami
- it carefully from both points of viev]
and that i precisely what Coveérs
ment-hypnotized - Americans, as ve
have never dreamed of doing. “The
stand where formerly stood those r¢l
ligionists who would not admit th
possibility of existence without th
* constant interference of an ever-pres
ent, personal God. 'They shut of
argument at the very start.
e o

- THE NEVER VARYING TYPE
This is to intraduce to you Mj
Fred. C. Wheeler, member of th
City Council, vehement admirer of
organized charity, as represented by
Rev, Dana C. Bartlett, and pride o
Los Angeles Socialism, which onc
even ran_ him for mayor. He is j
carpenter by trade, and his recom
mendations as a candidate for offic
have been that, although a Socialist
he is exceptionally solid with organ.
ized labor, and stands well with al
the business men. He is the subjee
.of the following, which we copy fro;
a letter dated Aug. 22 and written ¢
the e(lit,nr,of this section by one o
the most active and intelligent 'S
cialists the party in Los. Angele
ever had. Tt runs as follows:

“T hope that you saw in today's
papers how Mr. Wheeler, ‘the repre.
sentative of the working class in th
city council! earried .condolences 1
mitlionaire exploiter Canfield’s fam
ilv, and cited ‘his life and philanthro
pies as guiding lights to those wh
aspire to .the possession of fortune
ete” T shall vet feel that my vears
“of devotion to the Socialist _ Party
were not in vain if T may buf live ¢
see a picture in the papers of a So
cialist .minister at the court of St
James, with knee breeches on.”

Twenty years ago the late M
Canficld had not a cent. Then h
went into oil, associated himself wit|
multi-millionaire . E. 1. Doheny, gol
hold. of valuable properties, notably
in Mexico, and hecame one of th
world's"oil kings, with mast extensiv
holdings in real estate. e died sud
denly, some two weeks age, and ti
papers ran columns about his chari
ties and that commiseration- for 7l
~poor which seized him in his Taté
vears. It may be so.. We do. not
know, for the papers alwavs write
thus about the very rich. , What, we
do know is that he was a typical
monopolist. What we know further|
is that men_ like Wheeler are not

clected to eulogize monapolists, alive
or'dead, However. he evidently un-
derstands his constituency, as a good
politician should. In the Labor Tem-|
ple crowd he has a body that shirks
organizing work because it wants no
strikes, and wants no strikes because
it has a debt of $95,000 on its precious
oropertv which it must first pay off.
In the Socialist Party he has a body
of supporters ‘run by lawyers and
ministers, past and present, which ap-
plauds anything that ¢urries favor
and attracts-the vote. As for his mer-
cantile supporters, they naturally, are
content. .

. In a word, the whole thing is a
fraud, and the entire Los. Angeles
Plan,  heralded by Job Harrirman to
the world as the . final :flower and
fruitage of the Milwaukee movement,
is a sickening lie. We should not waste
2 word on it were it not that. this
charlatan  rubbish must be swept
away, and burned in the kiln of with-
ering contempt, before anything like
a true: revolutionary movement can
get a chance of coming to the surface.

e ——

TOO COMMON TO NOTE.

There came into. this City of Los
Angelés a man we know; formerly a
part- of the nohle British navy; a
good, straight fellow, on whose word
one can tely. Seeing a man abused
in 2 soap-box riot he protested .and
was run in with the crowd. Having
paid his fine he returned to his daily
work..qnd presently his emplayer
was visited by the customary detec-
tives, who urged that this dangerous
criminal!be forthwith discharged and
turned loose again on the community.
The employer poohi-poohed their
charges and sent' them about their
- business. ‘Within a few days, how-
ever, he received a long letter from
the Merchants and Manufacturers’
Association, explaining that the man
in question was an agitator, that the
association . desired to rid the city of
that_class of imalefactor, and that it
would he'tor Mr. W’s business interest
to let him out, So',Mr.qB caved im
with many apologies, handing . our
sailor two wecks’ wages in lien of]
notice. He explained that the letter
was practically . an order, non-com-
pliance with which would mean his
ruin, .

What do vou think of that?

Oh, by the way, the man has 2
wife and baby, resident here and de-
pendent on him.

Alsd, by the way, what becomes of
all this talk of 2 free country, of
reverencing the flag, of givigg everv
man a chance—many of the M. and
M.. members pose as prison reform
philanthropists—of all the pious talk
about men’s unwillingness to work?
Also, if ‘this man takes to stealing
and is caught, what sort of a homilv
will they read him from the bench?
Also—but the more we think of it
the more “alsos” suggest themselves.

Well; let the revolution come.
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