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" Men Should Be Rebels; Proud As Lucifer Mexican Notes

First, theré is MAN, the world's aristoerat;: and we
are ‘men. 1t shonld be no slight thing to us Ihnt.wc
stand ar the hiead of evolution; with eapacities and possible
apportanitics {ar beyond the reach of other spocies. From
that high. pinnacle of pride we sftould not step down at
the cammand of any slavish, spgimission-whining creed,
As the world's aristocrats we shpwld assett most aggres-
sively our right to live; our right to the highest seat at
1.ife's rich table; our claim to all. this warld can yield in
material, intellectunal and spiritual, wealth, Rich or poor,
we should assert that claim, that! we may not be traitors
to the proud stocl from whicht we spring or cowards
afraid to take the heritage it has left us. By the great
title-derd of our lofty lineage evéry one of ws should
stand. From the Gibraltar of that individual claim .every
ane of ns shonld make his fight. For every one of us,
as a human being, nothing in this world should be teo
good,
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Secondly, there is Man as a member of some one of
those taces into which the Tong struggle upward has
divided us. “These races have their marked peculiarities,
and long, tenacions roots which run down deep into the
past, The Indian race, for exatnple, now giving us SO
much trouble in Mexico and destined to give us infinitely
more in all that world lying between the Rio Grande and
Cape Horn, appears always to_have had as its basic in-
stinct the love of Liberty. ‘The Northern races have
tended to mysticism, as befits their climate and the modes
of life it necessarily imposes. Southern thought, on the
contrary, may have been narrow, but zenera}ly has been
clear as its own skies, and, theretore, often bigoted. Our
preat religions persecutors have come from the South,
and it is casy to understand that the man who sces nar-
rowly but clearly may prove intolerant. In short, these
ucial divisions, with their intense differences of character,
st, and to one or other of them we all belong, We
should be proud of it, for those characteristics have been
powerful factors in our :1e\‘rﬁati2n.

We are also divided into nations, and every nation
fias had its struggle, in which it has exhibited virtues of
which its present members may be proud. Tley may not
have been the virtues of the Sunday school and cepybonk,
but they have been genuine virtues, for they have enabled
the nation to survive, which is virlue's supremest test, T
will admit readily, for instance, that my own F.npz}xshm:;n
of today is pitifully the slave of money, but nothing will
make me helieve that English history has been slavish as
a whole, 1 know it has been full of fight, and that. on the
whole, it has fought for what it has considered right:
that when thus actuated it has not flinched; 1hat it has
had a backbone and, thereby, has stood immeasurably
abave the manicured mannikins our modern socicty, with
its swarm of incompetent parasites, is turning out in
their effeminate and degenerate thousands, T am striking
the nole of personal individual pride as a supreme virtue:
as the stimnlas to high flight and the natural check against
decadence; and 1 think we should all be proud of the na-
tions from whose loins we come. There is a good deal
ta be said for ancestor worship and study of achievements
of the past, as a spur to Ere’sen: effort.

”*

The argument touches us stifl more closely when we
come to the minuter family division, for there the strug-
ale js pith and substance of the daily life. Nations may
rust in peace for generations, but the family must be al-
ways on the watch: always defending its members’ life
and interests. The family bond is necessarily very strong,
since it rests on sexual passinon, and the old saying that
“Mood is thicker than water” has a truth which no philos-
ophy can explain away. It rests on the everlasting bed-
rock of individualism; on the inecffaceable preference of
1he mother for the child which has been part of hier awn

hody; on those subtle similarities and attractions inherited.

hy children from that something in common which origi-
nally drew their parents to each other. There may he
community of material interests but assuredly there is
also something stronger, and the fact that our economic
system is destroying even the home proves how enormous
is its dissolvent force, Tlie family is a most powesful
hond, and we should be proud of it, That a man has had
ancestors in whose record he exults is an immense in-
centive, and has always- been one of the main clements
of strength in every mlin’;k; clasi‘ .

JFinally, there is the ingdividual, on whom the whole
social pyramid rests; the individual who_ expapds himself
in the fathily, broadens out into the nation, réceives fur-
ther extension as member of a race and is one of the in-
numerable wavelets composing the great sea of life. He
15
be proud: proud of rebellion agains_t injustice,: against
stupid and low ideas, against everything that makes i:or
cowardice, hampers intelligence, restricts the play of in-
dividuality and cripples Life in_its higher and most neces-
sary flights., The high flight is what we need today, for
the lower problems have been settled. Our simpler ma-
terial wants we now can satisfy with little effort and al-
—

basic.; As one of Life's aristocracy he is entitled to,

mosi antamatically, but the. prohlem of ascertaining and
cnfloreing equity calls for superior powers. 1t cannnt he
solved by those who, hang their heads as slaves, or close
their eyes as sluggards ar gaze into the clouds as dreamers.
1t calls far the proud military spirit which never {linches
from looking facts squarely between the eyes, and under-
stands that thronghout life's never-ending struggle we
have but the single choive——conqguest or death,

*

*

1t is by no accident that we find tlie international So-
cialist movement throwing itself inlo more peace crnsades,
temperance crusades, limitation of the family crnsades,
which hitherto have been the monopoly of Tecksnilfs of
the Carnegic type. The Socialistic philosnphy, as shaped
by its politicians to suwit their selfish ends, has not voiced
the proud claim of the individual man, On the contrary,
with more than the servility of the dying religions, it has
sought to minimize his worlh, to teach him that only as
a single brick.in the huge social structure has he any
value, to assure him that only by mass, collective move-
ments can any advance be made. Tt is false to ail his-
tory and the experience of our daily life. but that is a
trifle in the ealculations nf (hose ambitious to be the
herders nf the mass. Tt rots the hasis of {he social pyra-
mid by rotting the individual character, but of that no
account is faken. Tt robs us of our rebetlious pride of
species, pride of race, pride of nation, pride of family and
pride of personality, and thercby it plays directly into the
hands of those greedy for power, since it is onlv when
the Romans have degenerated into sheep that the Cacsars
can do {heir wolving., Tt would gladly castrate the virile
energics of {he splendidly fighting species, Man, by lim-
iting his revolt to periodical declarations at the polls as ta
his chaice of rulers. 1 ean conceive of no greater insult
to my race.

ok %

This T write as my feeble contribution to that war-crry
with which, as T see it, rebels shonld be making cvery
country ring. T write it also as an answer to many lct-
ters received from those who apparently are conscious
that there may he something more in life than the sub-
missiveness taught us from the pulpit; taught us by the
political parties to which we ran as instinclively as do
ducks to water; taught us by that vast system of laws and
officialdom which this countrv has evolved with a rapidity
unparalleied in history; taught us in the huge indusirial
barracks on which we pride ourselves: taught us by the
policing of the huge cities Into which we crowd. that we
mav pay rent to landlords, widen immeasurably the ever-
widening gap hetween wealth and poverty, and get as far

as nossible from natural life, These letters zenerally sense

a fear that we are marching far faster than we realize
toward a slavery more absolute than any this country, or
perhaps this world, has known; that we are growing de-
pendent on the holders of the money-bag as we never
were before, and that all the little wounld-be legislative
stop-gaps over which we are shouting onrselves hoarse
are abont as effective~as throwing pebbles into Niagara
Falls. T agree with (hen;.

Above all, and this is their most saddening feature,
these leiters generally vaice deep distrust of the masses,
and often their writers ask me if 7 have had experience
with the working class or ever taken stock of the ma-
terial that gathers round the soap-box. Tt is the pessi-
mistic thought that marks these times, Tt {inds perpetual
echo not onlv in the huge mass of legislation with which
we seek to hold in check what we zssume will be the
bad passions of the mass, but also in the whole conduct
of the lahor movement, which itself is always trying to
restrict: which shows no confidence in men as such: no
understanding that, if given 2 fair chancé, they almost
invariably will do the right thine: which has no faith in
Liberty, Syndicalism, the J. W. W. movement, the most
advanced wings of the great Labor army, are still saturated
with that distrusiful doctrine, begotten by the dogma
that the individual is nothing, 2 mere number in the in-
dustrin] procession, a thing to be ruled at every turn,
a humble stone in the social pyramid whose apex is des-
potism, :

LI

From all this tangle of illusion we must wrench our-
selves free, if we are nnt to lose ourselves entirely. We
must understand clearly that old-fashioned institutions
and not modern human nature are at fanlt; ithat man’s
Nistory and vast upward climb is not such as warrants
trusiful pessimism but optimistic confidence; that he
hzs a right -to be rebelliously proud. and that only ihen
he falls into slavish submission is he guilty of unpar\dom
able sin: that when given a proper chance he will use it
rroperly. and that we must fight nnceasingly to tear from
Mononolv that proper chance. Most righteously does the
indfvidual man convert Irimself into a demon of destruc-
tion when ((’?portunity is denied him, as the Mexican today
is doing. 1ve him opportunity and vou convert him into
an angel of construction. Man’s chief characteristic is
his genius for construction. Were it otherwise we should
still he yammering with the apes.

WM. C. OWEN,

" BY WILSON'S AGENT.

“The San Francisco Bulletin”_ of Yave shown' a

in this revolution the Mexican masses
singular

“While the Life of men. women

genius for and children is being coined into

Aug. 25 contained a long interview
with former State Senator R. F. Del
Valle, who visited Mexico recently as
President Wilson's special reporter,
which makes certain definite state-
ments that should be of value at this
juncture, In the first place, Mr. Del
Valle emphasizes the fact that, during
sosne three years of bloody revolu-
tion, in which many thousands of
Mexicans have fallen, perbaps a hun-
dred Americans, all told, lave lost
their lives. He says, most truthfully,
that dusing that perind at least a hun-
dred Mexicans. have been killed with-
cat reason in the United States,
though this country is supposed to
he in a state of peace, We think it
unquestionable that be is corect isn
declaring that the generous concep-
tion of the duty of hospitality to the
stranger entertained by all Mexicans
is answerable for the comparative
safety enjoyed by Americans during
filmes 50 strenuous,

Senator Detl Valle also saya that
“the ilex of conquest, the loss of na-
tional entity through the aggression
of this country, has been a lmngnal
specter “in Mexico for over sixty
years,”  ‘That certainly is true, and
with good reason, for Mexico has
never forgotten the territory torn
from her as the result of the filibus-
tering that ended in the Mexican war.
What Senator Del Valle, himself an
upholder and pillar of thc_capxtahstlc
system, fails to express is that the
Mexican worker of foday understapds
most clearly that, under the guise of
- commercial éonqouest, the same pro-
céss has been - continued; but on an
infinitly larger and more fatal scale.
To the practical Mexican mind it
makes no ‘difference whether the in-
vasion -is with all the pomp and cir-
cumstance of war or by the unob-
trusive but far more deadly methods
of Wall Street. The result is’ the

.same; what yesterday was his is to- - |

day in- possession of the stranger.
This our politicians and capitafistic
press stubbornly refuse to unders and.

The interview is further worthy of
note by reason of its insistence that
the Mexican peon, instead of being
ignorant of what is_going on in the
outside world, is singularly -well-in-

«places are like

wckling the important—the economic
question and, more particularly, the
land. They are not handicapped
with the obsession that it is their
duty to study deily scveral hundred
columns of newspaper. twaddle about
everything in general and nothing in
particular, manufactured at tele-
graphic speed with an eye only to
the sensational. They are given a
chanee tn concentrate on the essen-
tial.

———e el e

THE DECISIVE DIFFERENCE.

There i3 nne very important con-
sideration to make in compating
strikes conducted by the A, F. of L.
and the T. W, W. Wherever the for-
mer goes,.it leaves no trace of a_flzht,'
it leaves no ideas, no conscienice;
after a strike, labor and capital are
brothers once more: whereas the 1.

/. W, leaves a sentiment and a.-per-
suasion of the utmost value, it leaves
a deep impression on the worqus’
mind and a desire to fight and wipe
out the capitalistic system. Lawrence,
Tittle Falls, Paterson and other
so many sensitive
peints feeling a common ideal and a
common hatred. When there will be
enough of such responsive, live cen-
ters. it" will be a comparatively casy
matter. to link them together.and to
do away with the exploitation of the
workers by thc master class, This 15
the great good that the 7. W. W. is
accomplishing, that no other. organ-

jzation has thte inner virtue to accom- *

plish as thoroughly and as well. ..
' (Giovanni Di Gregorio, in “I1. Pro-
letarin.”) : o A

THE WOODEN. SHOE.
As 2 voluntary offering to the rev-

- olutionary movemeént there now ap-

pears “Fhe Wooden Shoe,” published
by the 1. W. W: Jocals of Los An-
geles. with Bill B. Cook as editor and
Yohn 'T. Doran as business manager.
We note that it attacks the “Labor
Vorld,” of Spokane, in spirited fash-
jon, using these words: “You say
that we are destructive, not constrict-
ive. What would you? That we
should continue this system, with that
¢lass you so well describe direeting
affairs, or shall we destroy. it?” The
“Salutatory” ends with these admir-

profit, nothing can or will restrain us.
“Ta us all things are subservient to
LIFE,
“Qurs is a battle for Life.
“What is yours?”
— e ——————

BY THE KING'S KIND LEAVE.

The tigers have been in solemn
session, and have been pretending
great anxiety to clear away the jun-
gle from whiclh they sally forth to
seize their prey. In other words,
the Bar Association has held its
convention in  Montreal. Canada,
and it has elected as its presi-
dent the Hon. William Howard Taft,
late President of the United States.
Tt also has listened with profound
respect to an address by the Lord
Chancellor of the British Empire,
who introduced himself by reading a
message from his King. Tt began:
“Y have given my T,ord Chancellor
nermission to cross the seas, so that
he may address the meeting at Mon-
treal”

Ye Gods! Are we living in, the
twentieth century ? Are we truly
moving, as Magon and other revolu-
tionists declare; from illusions to re-
alities? Tf so, we still have a consid-
crable step ahead of us.

LABOR'S CONSTRUCTIONISTS.

Recently a water carnival on Lake
Erie found itself in difficulties, the

- “supes” engaged to man the mimic

ships. in- a sham mnaval engagement
having struck: The strike was rep-
resented as one of principle, heing
intended to exvress disappfoval of
the armed navies with the cost of
which plutocracy saddles its wage-
slaves. Tt was said to have been in-
stigated bv the 1. W. W.. as part of
its_anti-military propaganda, 4
Nid Chicago’s Orpanized Labor in-
dorse the strike? What a foolish
auestion! Of course it didn’t. On
the contrary, it scrambled madly to
disavow it. and. in . particular, the
president of the Seamen’s Union thus
expressed himself in part, for pub-
lication: “We are affiliated with the
American Federation of Laber .nd
we have no use for the I. W, W, Tt

: s ol -yapidl.
formed, since newy cicutes vaply  Sp . . N composed f ool o vt 3o
rgygarc'!s importam’ things. “When “Ta the wage slave we wish_to say parently lost hope. Theyv are seek-
Mareoni made his first successful ex- thaf the mmembérs of the L W. W. ing revenge, that is all. They are de-
eriment i wireless,” says Del Valle,* are not chained to-laws or constitu- structionists, while we arf at the oth-
.'.’k.w” the. t2lk_of ihe Mexican peons tion of the organization. No rule or er end, constructionists. We ask im-+
" frgfore - shost people in the Utited ~taw-is inviolate, * wome oo o ]"if: -provement.” - - .
) . 3

Gtates pajd’ any: atfention to it.” Our

et con

entioft always Hds been thag',

“Life is greater than all,
alone do we give reverence.

Mr. Pease and other I. W. W, con--
structionists please take nofice, o

, considerable

The Wexlean Revelution  raises,
apart {rom many side jssues, these
all-imporiant. questions: (1) 'lI'he
nuestion of the testoration of the land
to those who actually cultivate it: (2)
The question of the sfeady weakening
and snbsequent averthrow of the cen-
1ral governmental power, which alone
cnables those who take no personal
part in the cultivation of the land to
retain legal property in it; (3) The
question of the part the American
government—today probably more
money-ridden than any government
on earth—will nltimately play.

As to the first, the Yaqni rebellion
is the most important development of
the last two weeks, The Yaquis
played from the first a somewhat in-
dependent hand, bnt of late they have
heen suppocting the Constitutional-
ists. Now they have revolted and are
claiming the immediate restoration of
their lands. Tn its fssuc of Sept. 9,
“Ll Paso de Norte,” which is not a
revolutionary paper, discusses the po-
sition at considerable length, pointing
ont that their defection weakens se-
riously the Constitutionalist move-
ment. It ends its article with these
words: “Apart from all this, the Va-
quis are only insisting on the fulfil-
ment of a sdlemn promise made to
them, and we say once that what
they are asking is entirely just, and
that they have our fullest sympathy,"”

We must be pardoned for repealing
what we have snid so often, viz., that
the trouble is that the Yaquis' lands
are taday owned, legally, by forcign
specnlators, amang whom Americans
predominate.  Meanwhile the Ya
aftifude has become so threatening
that the American consul at Hermo-
silo issued a special warning to for-
cigners and urged his government to
send a man-of-war to the relicf. The
transport Duford alse has Deen de-
spatched to the West coast, to take
away refugees.

We judge that the Constitutional-
ist cause is losing ground, as we have
nrophesied. from the first, it would,
Tt stands in the same relation-to the
tand question as {he Made. ., govern-
ment did: ihat is_to say, it has been
prodigal in promises and a miser in
their performance. We venture the
prediction that the moneved men and
politicians, who abound in its ranks,
will favor creeping in under the wing
of United States protectinn, as the
Maderists would Thave favared it
Ojeda, the Federal commander, has
heen receiving considerable reinforce-
ments,. by wav of Guaymas, and is,
we think, gaining ground, thouch the
heavy fighting in Sonora and Chihua-
hua, while resulting in serious losses
on both sides. has heen, as yet, unde-
cisive. The Constitutionalists had to
abandon Cuatra Cienezas. an import-
ant ‘strategic position. hut reinforce-
ments arrived and enabled them to
defeat the Federals. Caol. Villareal,
who left the Mexican Liberal Partv
to support Madero. cansed 108 Fed-
erals to be shot for violation of a
flag of truce.

Take Your Choice.

As to lie sccond auestion. "Le
Temps,” of Paris, which nsually com-
ments intellicemtly on Mexican af-
fairs. says: "“T'he least untrustworthy
opinion in Mexico is that Huerta is
capable of re-establishing peace, and
that the work of pacification is mak-
ing  undeniable progress, despite
countless difficulties.” On the other
hand, the Associaied Press report of
Sent. 7 asserted that 1lie information
collected bv Mr. Lind had convinced
him that Tuerta was making “little,
if any, real progress toward the gen-
cral restoration of peace. and that
there is a growing unrest in the capi-
tal itself.” It added that, although
the Zapatistas were said to have been
driven from Morelos, they are still
numerous; that the rebels about Za-
catecas and Torreon are stronger and
more active than ever: that there are
vigorous moventents in close proxim-
ity to the capital; that railway com-
munication is again at a standstill,
and so forth. American refugees who
reached San Francisco, Sept. 3, in
numbers,  expressed
much skepticism as to Huerta’s pro-
gress,

Torreon is still beleaguered by the
Constitutionalists, and the govern-
ment has sent troops from Monclova,
Coahuila, to its relief. As is general-
1y pointed ot by Mexican papers, they
have a long and arduons journey be-
fore them, through a bitterly disaf-
fected country. There is much revo-
lutionary activity in Coahuila, and the
experiment  of ~ withdrawing troops
from it must be dangerous.

T'lte Constitutionalists, recognizing
the weakness of their position, for
the reasons previously indicated, are
seeking popular support by partition-
ing lands. Tbey have bhegun with a

large ranch property owned by Felix 1

Diaz. So far so good. g
Advices from Nogales, Ariz., dated
Sept. 9, were that all the mining com-
panies in Sonora—essentially
State of American investments—have
decided to suspend work indefinitely.
Have They Inside Information?
As to the third question. Relying
on facts- rather than on words, we
note that Huerta is getting much
moneyed help both from Mexico City
banks and from the railroad bond-
holders, located in New York. Also
that certain of the large - foreign
ranch proprietors have been import-
ing Chinese in large numbers, to sup-
ply the lack of Mexican Tabor, We
feel certain that these péople are far
more likely than anybody else to be
“in the know,” and that they would
not he investing large sums of money
under what seem to be the exceeding-
1y risky conditions of the present if
they had not received the tip that,
in some way or other, they would re-
ceive protection more powerful than
any Fluerta can afford. The Presi-
dential election is still slated for Qct.
26. 1t has always been a farce, for
the peon knows and cares nothine
abont politics. If held under present
conditions it must be a roaring farce,
as Carranza himself bas pointed out.
But President Wilson’s message con-
veyed ‘the strong impression that
Mexico has only to hold an ejection.
after which it will be the duty of all
good c¢itizens to support the duly
chosen President!
‘We have no way of penetrating be-
hind the -scenes and learning .what.is.
réally going on in diplomatic. ¢ircles,

-

the ~

. factions.

any nther persons, excepl ao far as
we make this qnestinn nnr special
stndy and watch developments.  Any-
thiow, we gness that the newly-clecjed.
President will prave entitely ineap-
ible of restaring nrder, and that the
United Stntes will step in to as
hint, allegedly at-the request of Mex-
ico’s governing class.  Already var-
ious publicisis are pointing out that
this was the course pursued in Cnba.

Qctober is nearly here, and an im-
mediale future will tell the tale.
Meanwhile, Col. Murgnia, one of the
Constitulionalist  leaders, declares
that the Federals have bheen trying to
induce him to desert to them, and
that the invitation extended to him
emphasized “the almost ceriain rela-
tions with the neighboring Republic
an the North” and that the country
needed the “united liclp ol all good
citizens, to preserve the' réspectabil-
ity of Mexico.” Note that ‘ward “re-
spectability.” PR

Tluerta  unguestionably
making desperate c¢fforts to crush
Zapata, and claims to have driven
him from Morelas. Mexica- City pa-
pers, however, comment cynically on
the ease willl which the' Zapatistas
concenirated in the neighhoring State
of Guerrero, They are’ essentially
guerrillag, and change of locality af-
fects them litile. Tn f{act, it gives
them a good opportunity lo spread
their propaganda.

e
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THIS LOCAL UNDERSTANDS.
“Salidarily.” under date of Septem-
ber 6, contains a really admirable
series of resolulions, headed “Mexi-
co's Tight for Freedom” and passed
by Local 272, 1. W. W. of Phoenix,
riz. ‘They emphasize the economic
character of the struggle, and the fact
that it is strongly anti-governmental
and anti-authoritarian, as every revo-
Tutienary movement that understands
itself MUST be. The resolutions con-
clude by citing approvingly a recent
editorial in “IL’Era Nueva,” of Pater-
son, N. J., which ends: “The move-
ment now taknig place in Mexico
should not only receive the attention
it deserves but should be imitated
and surpassed, if possible.” Further-
more, the resolutions state that the
local considers itself well informed
by reason of its praximity to Mexi-
co, and adds that it “feels justified in
expecting that those who have “not
heen so closely in touch with the sit-
uation will attach a certain amount of
significance to the unanimous opinion
of members of this loeal” :

The resolutions referred to also
state that “the nucleus of the coming
free society is being implanted in ev-
ery nnok and corner of the Republic
by agitatars and educators from' all
parts of the world,” and in this con-
nection we may ecall attention to
Senator Tall's recent article in “Les-
lie’s”.  As himself the owner of large
interests in Mexicn, and the legal
represcntative of still larger, Senator
Fall is not on our side of the house,
hut no man in public life is better in-
formed on this spccial subject. In
the article named he classifies -the
“Causes of Unrest,” and speaks. first
of the constant intercourse between
tlhie Uhited States and Mexico, which
has given the Mexican peon new ideas
and filled” him with new ambitions.
The Senator- might also have added
that it has given the Mexican a good
insight into the real inddstrial and
political life of the United States, and
that the peon considers the first nn-
speakably slavish and the second un-
speakably corrupt. e has sampled
most fully and carefuily the treatment
meted out to the poor, particularly if
they are unemployed. and he has not
the slightest taste for a civilization
of that brand.

The second “Cause of Unrest” is
stated by the Senator in the following
words: “Present conditions are.even
more largely due to the exile of manv
liberal and progressive men as weil
as agitators, and the formation of the
so-called Liberal Junta in St. Louis,
in 1906:°to the dissemination by this
committee of militant socialistic and
anarchistic literature through theé
columns of their: paper “Regenera-
cion,” and through circular letters,
pronunéiamentos and plans (plat-
forms), forwarded to their agents in
every town and hamlet in eighteen
states, and more or less thoroughly
distributed in the other states of the
Republic; to the promulgation by this
committee and circnlation of litera-
ture concerning the plank in the plat-
form of these agitators, calling for
the ‘confiscation’ of ‘real estate and
propertv which had been acquired by
the ruling class, as it was clainted, by
graft and by favor and without due
compensation to the public treasury,”

We may add that Senator Fall is
not only well gualified to speak on
AMexico in general; but that the pres-
ent revolution' and its causes have
been  his special study. He was a most
and probably the most, active mem-
her of the U. S Senate committee
that spent many months in the exam-
ination of that question.

—ee———

TWO WHOPPING LIES.
“But when peace is restored in
Mexico,” says “The New: 'Times,” a
Socialist paper published' ' at  Minne-
anolis, “it means only .the abolishing
of war between two rivali-capitalist
The war betivéen capital
and labor will still go ori in mines,
mills and factories.” i

‘That is partially true. but it is one
of those half-truths which are gen-
crally the most dangerous of lies, . In
the first place. the intimdtion sought
to be conveyed is that “the present
revolution is not an economic strug-
gle by the peasants; seeking to recoy-
er thicir lands, but -merelv a war he-
{ween rival politicians. That is a lie,
In the second place, it expresses the
old Socialist_delusion that the strife
between capital and labor is one to
be waged onlv “in mines, mills: and
factories,”” What about the millions
of Mexicans, constituting the over-
whelming bulk of the population, en-
waged in agriculture? Are thev not

has heen

human beings? Are they not inter- .

ested in the fight?

SEND IN YOUR ORDERS.
We expect to have the first volume
of our “Land and Liberty” series on
the markets within a few days. Sixty-
four pages, with three cuts, Price
ten ceuts. Believing that this will be
most useful . propiganda matter . we

hope our friends will order liberally,
Our guess s no better than that of Agents wanted.
e San to. . B . -

-

Which Road Wil

They Take?

“Time tests all thiggs, and by that
{ouchsione theorics current in {he 1a.
bor meviment for a centusy snust
now by tried, since we cannot. go on
farever trusting to assertions.  Un-
quiestionably the hour for a thorough
exwminalion has arrived. .

Ga back a century and, apart from
thie limited nobility caste, there was
comparatively little economic in-
equality, Certainly there was noth-
ing like the appalling contrast that
exists {oday, when every city pnsses-
ses ils horde of millionaires whose
expenditures are on a scale that
waould have cxciled the envy of roy-
alty itself a hundred years ago, and
its army.of penniless proletarians be-
side whom the Sans-Culottes of the
Trench Revolutinn were but a hand-
ful. Never, in all the world’s history
has there been so enarmous and prod-
izal a class of spenders, on {lie one
hand. or such an array of hopelesas,
helpless misery on the other. The
development of this condition has
been spectacularly rapid, and the pace
increases. Hence the unrest shaking
the whole social stracture.

The disinherited—those who had
nothing to sell except their labor—
had (o meet this economic revolution,
and 1hey adopted methods that were
in vogue when the Pharaohks ruled.
In fact. one of the curious features
of trade union literature is the fre-
auency with which its writers assert
that labor organization js as old as
the hills. The ancient shibboleths
that “Union is Strength” that “Unit-
ed we- Stand,’ and so on “ad nanse-
am,” were hrought out and polished
up 1o look like new. TFor a century
past Inbor leaders have been simply
repeating,  with infinite variety of
phrase, the time-worn declaration
that slaves must stand together: thev
have been placidly assuming that the
miracle of winning economic power
without dispossessing these wlo had
cornered it can be accomplished by
mere force of numbers.

Bands, B and. Pr

Tully a century has clapsed. “l'ime
has applied its infallible test and has
nroved that the old methods have
failed: failed most miserably; failed
so obviously that only slaves, who
constitutionally lack courage to face
facts, could help séeing the failure.
Monopoly has whipped them ount nf
their boots and scated itself firmly on
what is today an almost impregnable
throne; all the fine talk and ringing
speeches, the monster parades and
the proudly-mottoed flags have
amounted to nothing. The numbers
still shiver outside the door while the
few are feasting comfortably within.
The workingman is still to be found
inhabiting the workingman’s portion
of the city: he is still clinging trem-
blingly tn his _job, as the one thing
that stands between him and starva-
tion; the gulf between him, who must
get employment, and those who have
it in their sovereign power to give
or withhold employment, is greater
than it ever was before. Otherwise
nothing has been changed. The fest
of time has shown_conclusively that
numbers in themselves.are no guar-
antee of victory.

“The patienc¢e of the poor is THE
«wonder of the world,” as Froude savs
in ‘his “Life of- Caesar.” But the
greatest patience has its limits and
under’ repeated trampling even the
worm will turn. The failure of the
old, orthodox trade unionism became
finally so self-apparent that the T. W.
W. was born. Now the I. W. W. is
on trial, and the main issue is wheth-
er it is going back, like the proverb-
ial dog, to the old trade union vomit.
or whether it will have the pluck and
energy to strike out of hopelessly
barren ruts and into new and possibly
fertile revolutionary fields. That, in
a nugshell, is what all the raw now on
in . W. 'W.:circles is’aboat. Tt is a
great, big. row,'and it’ should. be
foilght to:the bitter end. -

. Flapdoodle on Trial. -

A week ago our editorial consiste
of a-review of Mr. Pease’s article on
the W. W, published  in last
month’s “Forum.” We did not mince
language in denouncing the timeé-dis-
honored policy of sensationalism,
bombastic boom and belief in big
words, which the 1. W, W. shares
with all other trade union move-
ments; but we had no expectation
then that our position would receive
so speedly an indorsement from the
organization’s own leading paper.
Tarn to “Solidarity” of August 23,
and, read the editorial entitled “Sen-
sationalism versus Organizing Abil-
ity,” and you will find a more Dbitter
1 ciation of the spellbinders, and
of -the fools who think they help 2
revolutiohary - movement by setting
up idols and cheering their every
word, than any we have penned. So
far so good. Tf a nation-wide attack

- on flap-doodle and hero-worship has

been started a fair beginning has been
made, R
Now turn to the 1. W. W. papers
for the last three weeks and see what
the storm, nominally over the editor-
ship -of the “Industrial Worker,” is
really all about. It is about the old,
old question of centralization vs. de-
centralization; . about leaving every-
.thing. to_leaders. or! trusting to our-
selves. First, you will.ngtice that the
official otgans'are all-on' the central-
ization side. ' They. always aré, Sec-
ondly, we do not believe that-any fair
mind- can read their articles without
admitting that they are making a
poor, defense. ‘The Tfact is, -there can
be no real.defense. If the I. W.'W,
is anything it is a revolt against cap-
italism and its fhethods, When it
betakes itself -to centralization it. is
taniely copying those methods. The
. W, W, is itself a declaration that
the old trades union methods have
failed, and it has been attacking the
A, F. of L most bitterly, and proper-
ly, for being a hide-bound organiza-
tion at the mercy of leaders, of offi-
cial rings, of centralized power. Pol-
itics, and especially Socialist politics,
have come in for the I. W. W's' most
caustic criticism, and the main charge
has been the centralization, of power
to which. politics_always “leads. ¥i-
Aally, the I. W, W, has reiterated
ly the Anarchistic declaration
that it has no use for the State, and
the: quintassence of the: State js con-
centration of official power.
word, the I. W, W,

. self aupremely  ridieglons.

“na"
the last organ- class blood.

ization ‘in the world to be -able to
talk. centealization withont making is-
That its
cditara are endeavoring 1o do so je
only anather psoof of the fatal effset
of ofiicialdorm.

014 Poisons SLill at Work,

11 yon will tuen (o the “Industrial
Worker" of Aug. 21, you will cee how
profonndly the movemeni is still in-
fluenged by the old trades unionism.,
Therein appears an article entitled
“Tn the West,” which asks: “Tloes
true radicalism express itself in free
speech fights, in tirades against the
army, church or State, or does it find
its real exnression in the shop or fac-
tory?"  The writer of that article,
which is a bitter attack on Western
methads of propaganda, is nothing
but a trades unionist, as, if we are to
believe him, are all Eastern membera
of the 1. W. W, “Tn the Eastern
Incals he writes, “we have only one
faction, anti-ten howrs and anti-small
wages.”

TFurthermore, it is to be remarked
that such an attitude impliedly ex-
cludes all who are not shop workers,
and we are certain that be. and the
editors of the official organs, would
protest against onr own emphatic
claim. viz., that 1he essence of the 1.
W. W. movement is the gathering up
of the bums, the hoboes, the unskilled
and often nnemployed, into some sort
of a loose organization, in which their
revolutionary discontent can find ar-
ticulate expression and hecome more
effective through co-operation.  Be-
tween that idea and the idea of get-
ting better conditions for shop slaves
whose slavery will thereby be organ-
ized more regularly, there is all the
dilference that exists between a revo-
lutinnary movement and a reaction-
ary attempt to form close combines
of the A. F. of L. hrand.

Slaves to the Past.

To sum up. There is a bitter quar-
rel ‘over the respective merits of cen-
tralization and decentralization, and
it is clear that the upholders of the
former are still under 1he reactionacy
influence of the political Socialist par-
cntage from which the T. W. W.
very largely sprang. There is also a
bitter quarrel beiween the side that
is always whooping up the import-
ance of disciplined organization, and
-aiming at trifling improvemenis in
shop conditions, and those who feel
an jrrepressible urge to make revolu-
tionary propaganda on i{he broadest
scale. The former are obvionsly still
under the influence of the trades
union tradition, and if thev should
win the day the I. W. W. etther will
disappear or become a2 side-partner
and satellite nf the A. F. of 1.

The quarrel started over the editor-
ship if the “Tndustrial Worker” is 2
auarrel that has been smoldering in
the I. W. W. for a long time past: as
it smolders, and breaks periodically
inta flames, in the labor movement
throughout the world. Tt is the quar-
rel hetween the bite-at-n-time reform-
ers. who talk about their constructivy
work and . expect. to advance by
inches, and the destructionists, who
are for throwing the whole spstem to
the scrap heap,

Tt is needless o say that dur syfd-
pathies are with the latter. even if
we critirize their weakness for frothy
talk. ‘The Mexican Revolutionists
have no belief in the old trade union
methods, and we submit that Time
has shown' thev are correct in that,
They have no helief in_concentrating
power in the hands of .officials, for
the history of their- own deeply-be-
trayed country has shown them the
fatality of that. Thew~havexpo.ihe-
Hef in the step-at-a-time~théory, and
we point out that, even in thé limited
field of action represented by. the
strike, the Mexicans have won -tri-
umphs that throw such contests as
that at Lawrence completely into the
shade. Take, for example, the com-
paratively recent strike of the long-
shoremen at the important port of
Vera: Cruz, By their determined mar-
tial attjtude . they brought the em-
ployers to their" knees immediately,
and’they are now working eight in-
stead of twelve -hours daily, and re-
ceiving from three: to four dollars a
day as against from one” dollar ‘and
seventy-five cents to two doMars.
Naturally, they did not pursue the
“Iyet us see wlo can starve the long-
est” tactic.,

Orver the entire labor movement of
the United States a dense fog of time-
hallowed illusions hangs heavy. It
has to be cleared aivay, that Wé mayyp
see the baitlefield as it actually is..
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THE TIDE IS TURNING.

Tt is with verv great pleasure that
we find “The Socialist Worker,” of
Tacoma. Wash., carrying on.its front
page a_double-column article-headed:
“The Martyrs -of McNeil's Tsland
Prison. Mexjcan . Comrades behind
hars hecause 'of loyalty to working
class.”  That tells the whole story
and tells it truthfully. Tt is the whole
story. No one in his senses, who has
studied the evidence, can doubt for a
moment that the Magons and their
fellow prisoners, in McNeil's Island
and elsewhere, have suffered and arg
suffering solely because of their ab-
solute loyalty to tlic working class.

In the same paper appears a long
article headed “A Revolutionary De-
fense League” It is by J. E. Sin-
clair, who, we note, is one of the sec-
retaries of the Socialist Party’s State
Educational Burean. Tt .voices cer-
tain vital truths; painful and most’
grettable truths, but truths that dve
MUST assimilate and live up to' if we
are to'amount to ANY'T'HING. Here
are some of them: .

“In fact thie leading lights of almost
every so-called working elass organ-
ization, be it political party or labor
union, are almost a unit in joining
the master class and its vile press in
denouiicing working men who are vi-
olating the unwritten law of capital-
ism: THOU SHALT NOT INTER-
FERE WITH PROFITS, : :

“It is the part of politicians to purr,
It is the part of whipped dogs to -
whine. Tt is the part of mien in- the
face of oppression to fight and aro-
tect their. rights and the righty of
their children to the uttermost. That
long predicted  war. between | thoge
whe - make 'the. wealth of the world
and those who take the wealth of the
world is here, THE. REVOLUTION
which we have longed for~as a peace-
ful adjustment of .our wrongs is Here
in blood and tears, It.is working.

- ]
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