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REGENERACION

Wit c._owhx,

Revolutions Born
Of Life’s Stem
Fight For Life

Somehow or other we have come .
inta this world and we are here, with
clementad needs and passions which
MUST be satisiied. That is the one
wrent (act.  The question of whether
we came here by special creation or
spantancous evolurion; the question
of what we have evolved from in the
past and into what the future will
evolve us: the question of what our
ancestors did years and years ago,
anid of what our successors will do
several centuries  hence—these  are
doubtless interesting for thnse who
have the leisnre to specnlate about
them. But their speculations, at the
best, are largely guesses, and the
goesses are on minor issnes. The
vertain and important fact is that we
are here. with stomachs to be (illed,
ba to he sheltered, and dpminant
wstinets, such as the urge to repro-
duce our kind, which MUST be sat-
isfied. 1o these, which constitute
Life's imperative commandments, all
else must be subordinate.  Life final-
Iy asserts itselts amd when, checked
and thwarted at every iurn, it hegins
10 assert itsclf energetically and vio-
lently, we pass inta a revolutionary
period.  One of such perinds we now
are éntering, and T discuss it here;
largely in connection with the Mexi-
can Revolution and, therefore, at un-
nusnal length,
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T do not think that the masses will
romse themselves to economic revo-
lution because certain celebrated men
have championed the cause of Lib-
erty. | think the dactrine of equal
rights will come to active life agnin,
through strenvons ceonomic revoln-
tiem, becaase it is as old as the hills,
beeause it is the: natural instinet of
the people, and because without it
Life cannot develop or exist, 1 think
this primal instinct has been sup-
pressed temporarily by the artificial-
ities of madern society and by those
combined forces that cluster round
and form the strength of govern-
_ments, which, for the time being,
lave been able to cheat Life of its
hasic needs. think revolutions are
‘simply Lifc's vinlent efforts to win
back ‘its own, Things come 1o that
pass from time to time.  They came
tn that pass when the Trepch peas-
amts drove their nobility into exile,
seized the fands and gave feudalism
the death blow from which it never
can recover. They came apparently
to that pass in Russin some twelve
years ago, but the suppressive forces
of Government proved too strong and,
for the moment, the siruggle died
They came to that pass in
Mexico three years.ago and the issue
is still in doubt. Fliey “afe coniing,
most rapidly, ta that pass in  the
United States, in England and clsc-
where, because for many, many mil-
tions of ‘our fellow-creatures, Life to-
day is held by a tenure most preear-
ious, is unable to satisfy its actual
needs, has notliing worth living for
in the present and has only the black-
est- outlook__fof the fufure. Where
such " conditions 7 exi there must
¢onie, sooner or latér. a terri.ﬁc'strmz-
gle, and revolutionary re-adjustments

must be made” %
N ® * L

The ddctrine pf.equal rights is as
“old as' 1 ity’s’ first conibination,
. the family, and éxists in full vigor to-
‘day within the framewprkiof that still
vigorous combination. ‘No’'family has
ever been able to flouridh without
conceding its members at least a very
considerible méasure of equal rights;
no parents are able to keep peace
arountl ‘the meal table without giving
cvery child his fill, or to maintain
harmony in the home while showing
fove for certain children and. hatred
or indifference toward others, The
family, based on sexual’attgactipn and
blond tits, is the aldest. mjost patural
and. therefore, most enduring: of all
haman institutiofis, and’tle basic in-
stinct of equality of frights Thas4al-
ways satnrated and today still satur-
ates it. [t has to, hecanse with our
fumily circle, We' are in ‘constant
tonch, and there ‘we must have peace,
if life 35 to be worth the living. Out-
side tiit marrow “cirele we may tol-
erate,” and unfortunately*-do tolerate,
social :arrangements that keep. us, in
perpgiual war, hut within the family
we must have peace; and peace with-
out, at least, a substantial measure of
equal rights is not to be obtained.
This, 1o my thinking, is the troe dem-
onstration of the antiquity and un-
quenchable vitality of equal rights,
and furnishes proof which no rheto-
ric can shake, Tt shows that cances-
sion of equal rights s necessary to
peace, and, as such, forms the one and
only foundation an which it is posai-
ble to build securely. :
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As the result 'of never-ending war—
wars by the quick cruelty, of the
sword. and wars hy the sloweg, more
cautions and still more criel meth-
ods of religious, political and ¢om-
mercial intrigne—we- have heen
thrust beneath the yoke of an énor-
mously complicated set of institu-
tions, imposed by the conquerors
upon the conquered; upon those they
reduce to slavery; upon those, there-
jore, toward whom tliey, feel no hu-
man abligation and with whom they
do not stand dn.any faoting of equal
rights.  Moreover, the . conquerors
have not the .slightest .intention of
vestoring the conquered to an equal
fanting or getting off their backs. On
the contrary, they boast brazgnlv that
man’s chief function in life is to in-
crease economic inequality, to make
money, acquire real estate, ‘get ahead
of the ather fellow and accentuate in
every possible way that condition
which already is bringing the United
States to the verge of, civil war.
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ANl the fine sermons of the preach-
ers-and pelitieians only make matfers
wvorse, for. they teach us.to belieye in
votds. and-shut-

our veyesito fagts,

They make us funey ourselves edu-
catedd while we are pursuing the very
caurse against which true education
wonld warn us effectually. “Chey de-
lude us with 1he idea that we are jn-
telligent when, in reality, we have be-
come so_siupified by the slavery of
commercialisin that  we -are . stone-
blind to simple ttuths  which  have
been patent to ‘our race since it first
cratvled into a cave for shelter from
the storm. :The truth-of this staler
ment is found in the fact that while
revalutionary conditions in ihis coun-
ry are ripening with a rapidity prab-
ably vaparalleled in history, thg farce
that should be prepared (o turn them
io its good account is almost non-
existent. T'his, as I see it, is because
the entire lubor movement in the
United ~ States has been humbugging
itself dnd pretending to believe in 2
hundréd and one quack remedies in
which no radical can honestly believe.
', ERE

fl‘lJc.rc are thausands of men and
wonten in the United States wha proa
fess to regard land monepoly as a
mongtrous erime: who profess to he-
i with their  master Ilenry
g¢, that no human power can
give a valid title deed to real cstate.
Tf such men had, as it, seems o me,
the moral backbone needed for the
Titanic struggle against the forces
which have reduced our modern warld
tn slavery, such men would have ex-
ulted in the fight whieh the Mexican
peon has been conducting against the
Iand meonopolist. - They would have
shouted with joy, as Garrison and
Wendeli Phillips shouted when the
Southern chatiel slave revolted, They
would have been delighted ta hear
that the rebellions serf had secized the
title deeds and burned them, as he has
done in instances too mmmernus ‘to
recite.  They would have chuckled
over the news that mononolists had

tween the United States and Mexico,
and the sceond the activity of the
Mexican Liberal Party, The curinus
fact about the letter was that it at-
tributed the greater importanee (o the
second cause, and 1 pointed ont that
Senator I shounld kunaw, hnih hy
m af his long and extensive con-
nection with Mexican affairs, and be-
ns a memher of the Senate in-
vestigating commitiee, he had made
a 1 study of the history and ac-
i s of the Mexican Liheral Party.
T myseli differ in opinian from Sena-
ior Fall, for 1 believe that thousands
af Mexicans coming and going con-
tinnally between the United States
and Mexico. and carrying with them
stories of the freedom of discussion
this comntry then permitted, stirred
ap a greater discontent with Dinz
Methads than that engendered by the
Alexican Liberal Party's agitation.
L

Recently the yvarious 1. W. W, pa-
pers published a'resolution passed by
Local 172 of the T. W. Wi, situate at
Phoenix, Ariz, in which the membe
expressed an opinion that the Mexi-
can Revolution, especially in the Cen-
tral and Southern States. is truly eco-
nomic, and, as such, deserves of the
artebtion of the T. W, W. The Local
also called attention to the fact that,
being near the scene of action, it had
apportunities of knowing. Naturally
T made a note aof that, in “Refenera-
cion” of 'Sept. 13, and in connection
therewith gave the follgwing . para-
graph:  “The sccond ‘Cause of Un-
rest' is stated by the Senator in. the
following words: ‘Present conditions
are even more largely due to the ex-
ile of many liberal ‘and progressive
men ‘as well as agitators. and ‘the for-
mation of the so-called Liberal Junta
in St. Louis, in 1906: to the dissemi-
nation by this committec of militant
socialistic and anarchistic literature

been compelled to flee the countryethrough the columns of their paper

hy the hundreds, as the French no-
bility fled when the storm of the
Great Revolution burst over  them,
lut apparently the United States is
not producing men  of that sturdy
fype in any alarming quantities to-
day.
L

There are thousands of persons in
this country whao prafess to under-
stand that whatever weakens the cen-
tral government makes it casier for
the masses to recover that which the
few have stolen fram them. Thou-
-sands understood this some twelve
years ago in the case nf Russia and
responded liherally, Iu Mexico they
have seen within the last three years
two  governments  overturned,  and
some fourteen million people, former-
Iy amang the poorest and most help-
less of all workers, snmehow getting
arms inta their hands, somehow
standing up against their rulers, some-
how sending those rulers flying, and
somehow forcing the governing class
still seated in Mexico City to offer
such agrarian concessions as no oth-
er governing class within the memory
of living men has felt itsclf compelled
10 nffer. The columns of this section
have heen loaded with the detailed
evidence, and Mr. Araujo's article in
our “Land and - Liberty” booklet is
conclusive on that head. These thinas
are known: for months past the daily
press has teemed
seribing, in  horror-stricken  terms,
the crimes against property laid to
the daor of the Mexican rebels, and
vet avowed revolutionists keep si-
fence. Since when did they begin to
respect the property of absentee land-
lords and speculators? Since when
did sueh a celebrity as Jean Grave,
now :conductor of “Les Temps Nou-
veaux,” repudiate the articles on rev-
Lolutionary tactics he formerly pub-
lished in “La Revista Blanca.” T must,
go to the trouble of translating ex-
tracts from those articles, to show-
how faithfullv. hut unconsciously of
course. the Mexican rebel has fol-
1awed his instructions, just as he has
done the very things the French peas-
ant did in s war against feudalism;
all swhich Kropotkin described in the
past with warm  approval, in “his
“Creat French Revolution” and other
works, The early Mexican revolution-
ists were ‘great admirers of Kropot-
kin and used his writings extensively
in the Iong ‘akitation that preceded
the attack on Diaz. e
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I the Mexican Revolution had ex-
isted only among the comparatively
few wha necessarily composed the
Mexican Liberal Party: if it had been
confined to- men of the Magon and
Praxedis Guesrern type, and the en-
thusiastic following they unquestion-
ably gatherfed round them; if they
alone hiad entered the dists.and they
alone had been responsible for the
eruption which has shaken Mexico
jfom center to circumference and.
caused the greatest useasiness in the
United States and Europe—if such
men alone had been involved, ‘théy
nevertheless would have been entitled
to the sympathy and support of rev-
olutionists, In such cases sympathy
and support are given not hecause
the canse is sure to triumph but be-
cayse ‘it is a just one, Tndeed, judged
rightly, the more desperate the -odds
against which those who stand for
justice are struggling the more con-
icing  their appeal should prove.
Any ‘coward can go into a fight when
he knows that he will win, but the
pluck ‘comes in when you face an al-
most certain thrashing for the sake
‘of doing right. T.am almast ashamed
1 Write these things, sinée to the
hofest they will be platitudes, while
on 'the hopelessly corrupt, who can-
not 1ake that view, all argument is
wasted.
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Nevertheless it is absurd to sup-
pose that such an npheaval as that
whielt is still tonvnlsing Mexico can
have been the work of a handful- of
agitators, however able and devoted:
and men of the Magon-Rivera-Guer-
rero type have been both able and'de-
voted. In a recent number of this
paper [ quoted extensively from Sen-
ator Fall's letter to President Wif-
son; a reliable document by a man
who is.probably much better informed
than is the anonymous writer in
“Huelga General,”” Spanish organ of
the 1. W. W., with whose article in
the issne of Sept. 27 T am now about
to deal, The letier gave two causes
as mainly responsible for the Mexican
Revolution, the _first being the con-
stantly  inereasing infercourse be-

with. articles de-.-

‘Regeneracion’ and . thiough circular
letters, pronunciamentos and plans
(platforms). forwarded to their agents
in every town and hamlet in eighteen
states, and more ar less tharoughly
distributed in the other states of the
Republic: to the pramulgation by this
committee and circulation of litera-
iure concerning the plank in the plat-
form of these agitators, calling for
tle ‘confiscation’ of real estate and
property which had heén acquired py
the ruling class, as it was claimed, by
graft and by favor and without due
compensation to the public treasury
The quotation is. from an article bv
Senator Fall, published in “Leslic's,”
Aug. 14, 1913.
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The passing of the resolution men-
tioned has hrought out a tong but
unsigned article of protest, tn which
“TTuelga ‘General,” of Sept. 27, gives
almost the whole of its front and a
third of its hack page. Tts avowed ob-
iect is to alienate sympathy from the
Mexican Revolution as not being truly

econontic; to advocate the cessation of
fighting and to represent “Regenera-
cion” as misleading its readers and the
masses.  As those are serious charges,

cand as “ITuelga General” has heen es-

tablished and ‘is being maintained- by
members of thg 1. W. W. who de not
read Spanish. but wha are anxious 10
Yielp their Mexican brothers to eman-
cipation, T give the article somewhat

Full notice, summarizing faithfully and

translating literally. .The first part of
the article T need scarcely touch on,
for it dilates once more an the iniaui-
ties of the Diaz regime, and states
that until 1910 the Mexican peon was
in a condition of uuspeakably abject
servitude.. Tt asks. therefore. how he
can he expected to. have undergonme,
within three years. the mental revo-
tution necessary to enable him 'to
“shake off the yoke., and break an in-
tellectual chain created laboriously, fof
cenluries, by ‘the oppression of . the
dominant class” T answer that T, at
least. am not a believer in miracles,
and imagine that the Mexican peow is
just about as ignorant as he was three
vears ago. On the other hand, T be-
lieve he has picked up courage and
is using his opportunity, just as the
ignorant French peasant used his op-
portunity more than a century agn. Tt
does not require a high degree of edu-
cation to make a man_understand that

it is better to work for himself than

for a landlord who kent him in slav-
cry, uider the whip. fifteen and six-
teen hours, daily. for some twenty
cents a day. Tt does not recuire a
long course in sociology for him to
grasp the fact that he would be bet-
ter off if he owned once more the
fands he and his fellows formerly
used in common, nor to.-be glad that
the central government he, always
hated has hecome powerless to draft
him into the army_or squeezc takes
out of lim, as it did during Diaz’
reign. My dog will fight rather than
starve, and in that he is infinitely
more seasible and true to life than
are the spineless beings our artificial
civilization breeds in such profusion,
As a matter of fact T believe that his-
tory will show that the Tndian has
not been given to invasion, but that
when he has entered on a1 fight he
will pursue it most tenaciously, The
writer of the asticle T am eriticizing
had better get a copy of “Barbarous
Mexico”™ and read up on Yaqui his-
tory.
] * * # !

He savs further that “the revolu-
tion in Mexico cannot be a sotial rev-
olution in the first - place. or affect
in any way the systcim of exploita-
tion under which we live: becanse it
has not been made by the exploited
but by the exnloiters.” Before me is
a copy of “El Bien Social,” (Social
Welfare), a Raman Catholic paper,
which deals editorially with the spon-
taneous uprising of the natives of Za-
cualpan, who, it says, “were despnil-
ed of their lands during the epoch
in which the native communities were
extinguished.” The article is sympa-
thetic and remarks that those who
have applied to the Federal governor
to put down the uprising, “are pre-
cisely those who wish to see the last
native disappear, that they may keep
with impunity the lands of which
they robbed such natives.” If the
“Huelga General” writer had trou-
bled himself to keep even: cursory
track of the articles we take continu-

ously from such leading Mexican
dailies as “El Imparcial® and “El

Pais.” he would have known that their
one bitter cry ‘has
movement has got out of the: hands,

3 that passage patiently.

been that this |

of the educated and into those of the
proletariat, whom they regard as sive
ages. Does he suppose that the guer-
rillas, which have formed a network
cavering almnst the whole of Mexico,
are composed of ar.are under the
leadership of capitalists? Does he
think they bave been hending the
numerous . bands © gathered around
Zapata? The truth of the matter, as
nearly as I myself can get at it, is
this: On the one hand, the revolua
tionists complain that, thanks to their
possession of money, superior educa-
tion and experience in organizing, the
well-to-do and the politicians, unfor-
tunately so numerous in Mexico as
elsewhere, often succeed in acquiring
an ascendancy over and diverting
from its direct path some section of
the movement. This is one of the de-
plorable features of every revolution.
On the other hand, the unceasing cry
of the capitalist press has been that
Mexico is face to face, not with an
orderly Socialist agitation but with
Anarchy in its most pronounced and
dangerous form. have translated
and published in this sectioh various
editorials from Mexico City papers
to that effect, and it has been the
constant clamor of the*Los Angeles

Times,” which uses it as its main ar- My

gument on behalf of that interven.
tion for which it works assiduously.
- * kX

The writer of this anaymons arti-
cle says further that “in Mexicn they
are trying fo change the semi-feudal
system into modern capitalism, and,
innsmuch as this converts the peons
into ‘slaves, the slaves, with machin-
ery simplified as it is, have no longer
any role to fill, and the best way of
getting rid of them, their ignorance
being conceded, is to kill them off in
a prolonged war.” Tt seems to me
that criticism of such a paragraph is
waste of .space. Capitalism, and np-
to-date capitalism, got its clutches
on Mexico long ago. Economic sys-
tems are,not changed by wars en-
gineered with that set purpose. They
grow, If foreign capitalism succeeds
in annexing Mexico and reducing its
conquest to orderly possession, it will
have immediate use for all the cheap
native labor on which it can lay.its
hands. Cheap labor ts the lure that
is heckonjng it to invasion, and it is
absurd to suppose that capitalism
wislies to kill off the supply.
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The writer then passes to a consid-
cration -of Zapata, whom he describes
as “proclaiming the distribution of the
land among the peons.”  He adds;
“But Franciseo Bulnes and Porfirio
Diaz himself also praclaimed this as
a -necessity for placing the new ve-
gime of exploitation on a solid basis,
because :ihase who are revolutionists
today for the sake of getting a piece
of land tomorrow, when "they have
acquired it, will be rcactionaries more
dangerons than the  capitalists them-
selves.” I find it hard to eriticize
Tn the first
place, it, is notorious that Porfirio
Diaz climbed to power as a revolu-
tionist, having promised a more cquit-
able distribution of the land. In the
second place} it is equally notgrions
that Diaz “fell hecause he sold the
country,in, huge slices, to favorites
and forcign speculators, In the third

place,’if you oppase the restoration of 1

the land -to'its actual cultivator he-
cause you: helieve-he will thereby be-
come reactionary, you must adopt a
similar line of reasoning teward ev-
ery propogition 1o reinstate the disin-
herited in-their stplen rights. For my

.part, I wish to Mo justice now, and

not te heideterred by guessing that
abuses will follow in its train. Some
one mustvhave possesion of the land.
Denty it to the peon and it necessarily
falls into the hands of the monopolist,
and he, indeed, is precisely the per-
sonage whom the anonymous
writer is pleading. . '
Si * x % .
“What we revolutionists understand
hy social revolution.” our critic writes,
is the comiplete change of the econ-
nomic system in all that concerns
production and distribution.” This is
jollowed By the declaration that there
are required also “the elimination of
every authoritarian principle, of every
pernicious’ prejudice, of all the cus-
toms begotten by the present corrupt
society,” etc., etc. I'he moral is that
a revolution which does not tackie
the whole of that gigantic contract is
not worthy. of support. But, if you
are not .to move until every one has
agreed 10 strike for the ultimate ideal
you never will move, and becanse of
the sentence just quoted I have pre-
faced this article with an_expl ion

pendent moventens and wonld proper-
ly resent attempts to assert alliance,
it has bad eccasional communication
with him and has found certain poinis
of mutual agreement, Recent issues
af "Regenerucion” comtained -dmg re-
ports hy (wa separate inembers of the
) who had just returned from
visinng Z:Apma.*

The aitack is advertised as “to he
continued,” but 1 have met it im-
mediately, and T find it bolstered up
on the second_page of he same is,«mu
of “Huelgn General” in an ticle
signed “Cardinaglt,” which g
the pasition of leading editorial. The
article opens with some remarks on
the Trench Confederation nf Labor,
and succeeds in evolving itself into
an assanit on the staff of “Regene-
racion.” which is spoken of as having
attempted for more than a year past
to arouse public opinion to the fact
that the imprisoned members of the
Mexican Liberal, Party Junta should
he set_irep. Then the writer adds:
“But T bave wnderstood that what
they wanted wis to keep these com-
rades in ‘prison, that they wight be
ahle freely to manipulate the funds
without having any one to check their

'nglgcmem." What do you think of
Mat? .

5
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T will tell .you what [ think about
it, and what 1 know abont it. 1 think
and know, by letters received con-
stantly from McNeil's Island, that
the foregoing-is as bascless, absurd
and foul a calumay as pen could
frame. 1 know by these letters that
the men in charge of “Regeneracion”
are the personal and completely-
trusted friends of the Magons, Rive-
ra and Figueraa. | know that they
have left no stone unturned to pro-
cure the liberation of our comrades.
and that they have succeeded, as read-
ers of this section will remember, in
bringing the whole question hefore
President Wilson himself; a matter
by no means easy. They are now
cven trying their utmost to procure a
Congressional investigation. In short,
ihey have done wanders, and, while
1 am about it, 1 may state that almost
the only difference of opinion be-
tween myself and our Spanish editors
‘has arisen aver the fact that T have
been, and still am, wnwilling 1o de-
vole any cansiderable space ta per-
sonal appeals. T lave considered the
campaign for pardon hopeless from
the start, for 1 hold that it is prac-
tically impossible to procure. the re-
lease of  really forceful agitators.
Therefore, and hécause the explana-
tion of the Mexican guestion and its
connection with the general revolu-
tionary movement of the world has
heen my special tazk, T have thought,
it wise ta confine myself closely to
that text. 1 bélieve that to he wha
our imprisoned comrades most desir
since the cause *lo :]lc;n is everything.
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“Huelga General” is only six weeks
old. 1t was started, after long delay,
with meney subscribed by tlie general
1. W. W. movement, which hopes that
it will help theé revolhutionary move-
ment: f
will ‘not, for this last issue is in di-
tect: ling ‘with a most scurrilous leaf-
let “issned some months ago by cér-
tain Spanish-speaking members of the
. W. W.. a leaflet which reeked with
personalities and was inspired, in my
judgment, solely by a bitter personal
quarrel with which the revolutionary
movement should have no concern.
presumedl that certain of those mem-
Ders would be interesied.in the new
paper, but I hoped’ they would not
dominate it, and I welcomed the new-
comer- in the most cordial terms, in
our issue of July 19. I introduced,

however, a note of warning, for my

notice .ended as follows: “We want
another good, live, well-edited Span-
ish revolutionary paper in Los An-
geles. We always have wanted one.
1f “La Huelga General” does good
work it will have in vs its most gen-
trous friend. If it goes in for shush
and feeble-minded personalities we
shall fiay it alive. Our business’is the
Social Revolution, and, like good bus-
iness people, we judge solely by re-
sults.”™ 3 .
)

In reality T do not think such an
article as "I have criticized worth
flaying. T have used it merely as a
peg on which to ‘hang certain reflge-
tions and explanations {I have wished
to make., The work done by the Ma-
gons and their co-laborers will stand
on its own merits, and 1 am only too
happy to think that I have been able
to put a part of that work into the

of my belief that revolutions are the
outburst of. that unconquerable Life
principle which, sooner .or later, will
assert jtself at every cost. It moves
along the natural line of least resist-
ance, as it must. The French peas-t
ant was probably as ignorant as is
the Mexican peon today, but he knew
that the Jand was the mother who fed
him, and he insisted on access to her.
The Trish peasant was ignorant, but
he acted similarly. So did the Rus-
sian peasant, and so-does the Mexi-
can. This anonymous writer's argu-
ment is merely that of a man who
will oppose all movements unless they
will consent to move exactly as he
prescribes.  There are many alleged
revolutionists of that type, and the
type will endure until we understand
that reveolutions are not mainufactured
cither by champions of the proletar-
iat or by scientists and distinguished
writers, ‘They'dre Life’s indignant
protest; the outeome of general dis-
content. A Herbert Spencer protests
because  stupid  social arrangements
offend his intellect. A Wagner pro-
tests because he longs for harmony.
Yach of us protests for reasons of his
own, and from, those tiny rivilets of
individual protest there is formed
Revolution's  mighty  stream  which
finally overflows its banks and alters
all the adjnccm‘sce*nc:y.

Thus far 1 have dealt only with the:
general problem, as o which per-
fectly honest men may differ with
perfect. honesty.  Unfortanately 1
have now to pass to personalities.
The anonymous writer says that “Za-
pata has never been in consection
with the Mexican Liberal Party. or
with the Regeneracion Junta.,” How
does he know? The fact is that, al-
though the Mexican Liberal” Parly
s always disciaimed direct conriec
tion with Zapata, who runs-an inde-

mer writes good poetry—pocts are

more per form .of our booklet,
“Land and Liberty,” where it will be
submitted,as we sincerely hope, to the
analysis of thousands. The Mexican
Liberal Party, from all I know of it,
has done a great propaganda work,
and, its most active propagandists
have suffered proportionately; as is
always the':case. - In my opinion it
functions today' mainly as a scattered,
permeating force: and it seems to me
that it can function most efféctively,
in that manner, for T belicve that
propaganda is best conducted by free’
and individually-independent guerrilia
methods. The business of us Non-
Mexicans, as I see It. is to get -the
Mexican peon a hearing in the, great
court of international intelligence; to
explain his case; to show its intimate
connection with the canse of the op-
pressed and disinherited . in  every

tand.
WM. C. OWE

r———r s i

LONG LIVE “REVOLUTION!"
- “Revolution,” a monthly magazine
and successor to “The Saturday Re-
view,” has_come to_our table from
Mecdford, Oregon, The space it de-
votes to Mexican, affairs necessarily
predisposes us in its favor, but, apart
from that. we can say sincercly that
it is just thel'sort of magazine most
wanted on this coast, and, for that
matter, everywhere. It speaks out,
calis a spadé a spade, and has hon-
: stamped all over it. That alone
wonld cover a multitude of sins,
sins there were, for it is high time
that we grew tired of thie dust storms
with which so many_agitators have
heen buffeting us.  Mere gustitiess,
blowing simultancousty from a dozen
different directions, carries us. nos
where. .

Alan Prackinrced and Bill .Guern-
soy are named as editors. The for-.

o

ven -

Judging by the last issue it

1 “tablished” plant,

always the hest of revolutionary ma-
terigl—and one of his poems is re-
produeed from “fhe Pacific Month-
Iy," which daes not print  rubhish.
Note also the excellent little parody.
entitled ““Tis of Thee” by Mary
Vield. a hright woman,

“Onse day the mother wenteom strike—

What did the brave hoy da?

ITe tonk his Governmental Gun

And shat his Ma jn twe,”

That 1ells the whole story and con-
veys the moral, tefsely and vividly,
It 'is typical of the general trend of
the magazine. Tn & concise editorial
Brackinreed jolts his fellow-Socialists
sharply, giving them the real reason
for their alarming loss of membership
and_the deathly respectability which,
in Los Angeles at any rate, marks
their meetings. 1 excellent selec-
tion from Rdb Humter reminds
modern Socialists ithat Marx detested
sectarianism, fiited pedantry and was
absorbed in-thé class struggle, which,
as Hunter shidw an entirely dif-
ferent thing ffom vagne humanitar-
fanizing, He saysiaptly: “The grow-
ing determination:of the workers to
be masters ‘of'!their own destiny’ is
the foreshadowinl of the most tre-
mendous changk® the world has ever
known . . . “"Fhere is in that some-
thing real, something awful and ma-
jestic, something not to be ignared
hy the wise, nor tittered at by the
foolish.”

Guernsey coniributes the shortest
of salutatorie¥, in which he expresses
his discontent with the Socialist Party
“while it is dominated by its present
officialdom,” with its “methods o
centralization.” As he puts it: “If
Socinlism means anything it means
revolt against the present social sys-
tem. And revolt will admit of no
compromise. Revolt is either RE-
VOLT or it is NOT revolt. Many of
these so-called Socialists of today are
anything but revolutionists.” — -

Tom Burns, who played so prom-
inent a part in Portland recently, con-
tributes a page of characteristic
pithy reflections. One of them is that
“a politician is a_politician no matfer
what dog collar he wears” -

“Revolution,” in short. represents
a gennine revolt against party offi-
cinldom, and we are pleased to see
that it hails with, delight the birth,'in
Los Angeles, of “The Wooden
Shoe.” Unless we greatly miss our
guess that paper also has no kindly
feeling for bureaucratic authoritarinn-
ism.

. G. R. Satchwell writes strongly on
“Strength,” his article closing with
these words:  “Until economic free-
dom is established there is no hope
of intelectnal, moral ar spiritnal free-
dom for humanity”” Ah! if only we
could hammer that into the public’s
consciousness; if only we could make
it understand that without a sound
root of.cconomic equality of opvor-
tunity there can be no {flower of
health and.happiness! | .

This new review trusts to voluntary
contributions for support. Both for
the sake of the revolutionary move-
ment, which needs such a mouthpiece
badly, and because “Revolution” has
bheen exceedingly gencrous to-us in
tlie advertising of “Regeneracion’ and
aur hooklet, “Land and Liberty.™ free
of charge, we hope, the contributions
will come in liberally. We hope onr
friends will ‘reciprocate by sending
for sample copies dnd subscribing ac-
cording:to their best ability. . Guern-
sey is a practical printer, has an.es-
is a fighter from
TFighterville, and will make this stick
it given half a chance. In their pres-
ent venture he and Brackinreed offer
us an opportunity we cannot afford to
neglect, for a prosperous magaziie
will' be .a center from which we_ cin
work” far more effectively than is at
present possible, ! -

Mexican Notes

Most suggestive as to the -cause of
all this trouble in Mexico is the com-
plaint of Mr. Chartes F. O’Brien,
general sales agent of the Yaqui Val-
Iey. 1f you suppose this gentleman
lives there you are mistaken. - His
vesidence 'is Los Angeles, and in his
letter to Sendtor Perkins he says: “Tn
order that my position may be plainly
understood, permit me to inform you
that, in a sense, I am one of the set-
tlers, as I have z large ranch in. the
valley ivhich 1 am farming. My su-
perintendent, J. J. Donovan, is one of
the Americans brought out by the
Buffalo.”  For we dont know how
many rcenturics that “ould sod.” of
which Mr. O'Brien and his manager,
were probably natives, has been rav-
aged . by this monster of: absentee
landlordism, of which they have now
becomie, like so many other formerly
rebellious Irishmen, a- part.. Forty
and’ fiftys years ago the Irish. peasant
was' making the whole world ring
with just the outcry the Mexicans are
raising today, and was treating the
*Agent” just as the Yaquis and others
are disposed to treats him today. Tn
his complaint, which he acéuses Sec-
retary of State Bryan of neglecting,
Mr. O’Brien savs that his agent was
compelled to fbafidon personal prop-
erty belonging itd' him valued at $25,~
000 and that”othiér settlers left goods
worth at'least $1,500,000,, The Yaquis
still think that'yalley belongs to them.
Mr.  O'Brien Hnid other- foreigners—
Jom Hays !Hémmond, fqr rexample,
who abtained titl€ deeds ta some-260,-
000 acres—codnbider * that! it is their
property, althaligh 'they are seattered

all over 1he ‘Wworld and work it with,

Mexican Iabor, .

Yet “The Wooden Shae,” an 1. W,
W. publication, accuses us of think-
ing always “in terms of forty acres
and a mule” wlhen we call attention to
this condition as basic, and represent-
ative of the case of thie disinherited
throughout the world! .

At this writing a proposition to
postpone .the elections is still under
debate. in the Mexican ‘Congress.

In Full Retreat,

From all accounts if appears ihat
the Constitutionalist movement has.
gone to. pieces! ‘Coahuila, having

n .'C
heen deserted by many of its officers,
Gabriel Calzada,. the acting, governor,
is; reported as having fled,-taking with
him large sums of money. The rebels

. abandoned Sabinas. where ‘they had -

heen érecting fortifications, and fell |

back on Peyates. Thc country in that -

hborhood is

ons, and the

P. O, Box 1736,
rebels, if the situation is us represent-
ed, doubtless will split yp into small
bands and follaw their ‘old guervilia
tactics,  Their tonal force, said 16 be
now fortifying iteelf on the sonth side
of the hills at Peyote, is estimated at
1500. At Piedsas Negras, immediately
opposite Eagle Pass, the greatest
comfusiem has reigned: 2 neotral ‘guasd
has been Jormed (o watch over the
safety of the  international. bridse,
over which fugitives have been
streaming, and a Committee of Safe-
ty appointed 1o save the town from
being loated, Gen, Jesus Carranza is

credited with having entered into an

agreement to the effect that Ameri-
can property shall not be destroyed,
hut the Constitutionalists hitherto
have been putting the torch to pretty
well everything along their line of
retreat, to embarrass the advancing
federals. With things as they are the
rank and file would seem little likely
tn respect contracts into which their
leaders have entered.

Complaint has been lodged at
Washington that while the Federals
have been allowed to buy horses, sad-
dles and forage at San Antonio., Tex.,
Cnl. Ortego has been nrevented from
exporting Jard, flour and sugar for the
use of the Constitutionalistg,  Mer-
chants at Eagle Pass and Laredo have
been arrested for purchasing overalls,
H. 1. Beach. publisher of the “San
Antonio  Light,” has filed formal
charges. accusing the United States
government of unjust discrimination.
As we have shown repeatedly, the
neutrality laws lhave operated always
in favor of the existing governmental
regime in Mexico and against the reb-
els. 1 could not be otherwise.
ernments side with governments. Re-
bellion against those who, somehow
or other, have managed to seize the
governing power is always the crime
of erimes. Tn fact, President Wilson
in refusing to recognize Huerta, be-
cause he had obtained power* by
ireachery and assassination, set a new
precedent which has taken away the
breath of dinlomatists * of the -olil.
fashioned school.

_Orders from Great Britain,
With Oct. 1 came the news that the

itish legation in, Mexico City had
warned Huerta. that unless the rail-
road between the capital and Veracruz
was kept open DBritish troops would
be landed for the’ purpose of patrol-
ling the line. Two trainloads of fed-
eral- troops were reported as having
been despatched.in obedience to this
command.

A despatch ' to_the “Los Angeles
Times” of Scpt. 30 stated that, prior
to vacating. Governor Calzada, of
Coahnila, ordered the execution of a
number of men, incliding among
them that of Felipe Sanchez. over
w‘llosc proposed extradition to Texas,
on a charge.of murder, a legal con-
troversy was pending. We have been
unable to. get any further information
tespecting this report. ’

Numerous Mexican and Japamese
refugees have been refused admission
to_]crnss the frontier fo United States
soil. . o ’

Tt was reported, Sept, .20, that
American_ cavalrymen” liad  crossed.
inte Mexican territory, near Jiavez,
and. puisued spme Mexican woodbii-
ters o matfer ‘of two milds, firing at
them and being Ticed at in retuin,” -~ -

Calexico has been cx;pccting anoth-
er attack, rebels having been discov-
ered in some force in the immedia}e
svicinity.  Sixtcen hindred Federals

have heen reported as. advancing ‘1o
‘the vecapture of Parral, Chiluahua.

“Bl Pais.” of .Sept. 20, gave a-de-
tailed account of the Government's
proposed militafy easures to sup-
press the Gonstitutionalist pio t
in Sortora, declaring at the same time
that it had pbtained its.information in

spite of the fact that the ‘Government °

had exerted every effort to keep. its

" plans secret. The acconnt stated that

the Government was acting on the
information  furnished by numerous
spies who had penetrated the camps
and inner councils of the. Constitn-
tionalists; that it was taking advan-
tage of internal dissensions and &f the
conler weather which has now set in,
and that it had commenced 2 carefully
arranged advance both from the front
and- rear; Above all it was deter-

mined to drive the Constitutjonalists *
from Agma Prieta, Ndco and Nogales,

at whicl points they get large snins
in the form of customhouse receipts
and much ammunition; the lattér be-
ing smuggled in notwithstanding the
continuous efforts . of the .United
States anthorities. Gen. Ojeda, it was
stated, was to advance as rapidly as
possible to the attack of Hermosilln,
taking adjacent towns on his ' way.,
His brigade, divided into three col-
umns, ‘was said to be composed of
specially selected . troops, regarded as

thoronghly seasoned and acclimatized. .

Si}lnul'tnneousty a_ force, of 2000 men
was to proceed from. Juarez for- the
captire of frontier towns, after whicl
a strong force was to be sent to-Ca-
nanea, where the - Constitutionalists.
were expected to rally,: -
. From lengthy reports and articles
in Mexico City papers of the latest
date there seems to he no doubt that
Francisco Villa, who was captured: at
Palémas, has been shot. e : had
played a prominent part from the
carly days of the Madero révolution,
had been much feared by the Governe
ment and, of late, was frusted by the
Constitutionalists. His death will be
a distinet loss to :them and will in-
crcase the present demaralization,. .
Tn the Central States the Gnvein-
ment must have received miich en-
conragement from the reported surs
render of "Panfilo Natera,. who, it
claitis, had been at the head of 3,000
men, ad played a leading role in_the
recont attacks hn Zacatecas, Durango
and Torreon, : His surreiider, is at-
tribnted to the influence of his wile;
and the reports add that a ‘great patt
of his command split immediately into
guerrilla bands which have started in-
dependent campaigns of their.own,
P v i g

. Walter C. Riotte, of Coronado,”
is anxious to get the address of Ra-
facl Strashurger, understood to be in
Los Angeles. Riotte wishes to- for-
ward letters received from C, R,
———— e e

_ . Send for orir booklet
..~ “LAND AND LIBERTY" "
fonr pa ‘withi nd.
“Jus

Gov--
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