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On Their Heads The
- Blood Must Lie.

“Afl the' signs point {o interveniion
in" Mexico at an carly date. President
Wilson and Secretary of State Bryan
hive ‘given us many fine.sonnding
words, 4810 ¢bnstitutional libertics,
@ free” ballot, and the Jike; but they
have been' only fine words, limited
most cautibusly to non-essentials. Not
once has éither dropped so much as
a hint that the economic demands of
{he Mexicaty peon will be considered;
never have they vertiired to stiggest
that the pdper fitles by which ab-
gentoe  lamdiords. and usurers ! giill
glaim the right fo hold Maexico’s
masses in wage slavery will De re-
. speeted no longer.,  Yet {hat isthe
one. central point wrowid which 'the
whole battle fages”''The While
House’s studied silence’ s proof posgia
tive that the ¢auses of!'Mexican. pov-
erty will be left untouchedy “that
[Inited States gunsg will'ullimately de-
fend those inonopolistic ! privileges
which, and which alone, Have led to
all the' trouble, In his “Barbarous
Mexien,” writterr some four years ago,
Juhn Kenndth “I'rner hegan chapier
X1V, with the following wordg: “I'he
United States is a partner in the slav-
ety of Mexica,  Afler [reeing -his
haek” slave, Uncle Sam, at the end
of hall & century, has hecone a slaver
again,  Uncle 8am has gone to slave-
drivingrin o foreign country,” 1lis
whaele book was a triumphantly over-
whelming demonstration of the truth
of (It great, ceniral gtatement, T'he
position still holds, and the United
Stales government is intending Lo
maintain ft,
o CER .
Intervention meuns war, and on &0
sefious a subicet as war T, for one,
desire 1o chierish no allusions, 1 have
not the coulidence expressed by so
many champions of Mexico, who as-
sert that in the long guerrilla fight
Wwhich mugst ensue the Mexicans will
prove invincible,  Although Mexico
has a population more {han double
that of the Philippines, I think it quite
possible .(hat, by blockading {iheir
ports, seizing their cities, lining their
ailronds with troops and diligentl
hanging  down ihe guerrillas  with
whi¢h the country will swarm, the
femnaitt of the Mexicans may ulti-
malely De’ brought to {crms, DBut
those terms ‘will mean their practical
extinctibpn as a race, for the Indian
of the South will not abandon his
guest for freedom and submit himself
to the industrial yoke we bear so
meekly any more than did his brother
of the North, Therefare the fighting
will he long and bitter; war of the
meanest {ype; Indian [lighting, with
no quarter shown on either side;
wherein every device will be exhaust-
ed to ambush the attacker and tran
him into localities where he will per-
ish, from lack of water or from drink-
ing polsoned water; where the torch
and theé homb will be in constant use,
and it will be impossible {o furnish
medical aid to those whom the climate
catches in its deadly grip. There will
be nothing glorious about it; Tt will
be savage buteliety on both sides.
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i The regult, shopld United, States
grms finally triumph, will' be that
utgeracyt will have acquired another
enortious fand enormously rich  do-
maim; that “the wage bystem, against
bich the workers are now beginning
4o protést, will have received an enor-
miags, extension and have Theen
wsiréngthened “enormously; ' that the
ffhier and more virile element among
the Mexicans will have been wiped
out, and that such as still remains will
be the, pliant; tool of capitalism. Tt
does ot look like a result for which
we 91%0(11(1 be! content to pay a price
so hepvy,” Lt looks, indeed, like the
sort *gf thing,we should avoid at al-
mostfany cost, Tt is, undoubiedly,
a consummation against which the
proletarial of this country would rise
in révolulion—if they understood the
question as it actually is,.. I{ they un-
detstood the importance of the land
question, even standing by itself; if
they understood that the peon, in driv-
ing the ‘T'errazas and other great land
monopolists inlo exile, has heen by
that' very fact fighting the battle
whidt! some day; they themselves will
have'ia fight; if they understood that
in' burning the monopolist's {itle deeds
ihe "«despised Mexican peasant has
Been destroying: chaing from which,
some day, they will have to wrench
themselves loose; if they understood
that in overthrowing military dictator-
ships and bringing Lo ulter ooufusion
all attempts (o establish a strong,
centralized government, their-hrothets
i Mexico have bLeen' initiating the
work which, some day, the disinher-
ited of all the world will have to carrv
tor . completion—if they' understood
these things, anil othersi I+ have not
the space 1o entrmerate, their present
indifference on ‘the bubject og inter-
vention wodld forim ds black a page
it the history of tredson as time has
yet recorded,” Dint they do nol under-
stand,  Thev continué - (o be hling,
They continue to Be hoodwinkéd by
the cliplnmn(z]y of the ruling cldss, and
even more by {he facial prejudices
ind ecomboiti¢: delusions with “which
today, as for'so many past centurics,
they still ehslive themselvds, ¢
Wk o
Throlighout the Lahor world a
great division has arisen; and, amid
all the discouragement surroanding
us, the very fact'that such a division
hag arisen 13 (he one inextinguishable
ray of hope which assures us of the
ecoming dawn, 1 refer to the struggle,
now fairly launched, betweey the ad-
voeates of centralizalion and decen-
tralization; belween servile govern
mentalism and. rebellious self-asser-
tion; ,between the spirit of revolt
against authority-and that slavish herd
philosaphy which,. drunk in with our
mothers’ milk and fed to us every mo-
ment, , still  dowminates the masses,
Of that struggle as imminent 1 lad
heén aware for many years; through
the stiylics“ta which T naturally ine
¢line.

o
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but i hnd heen my fortunate fot to
he assadialed, in this Mexican sup-
hegval, with the very thing that hag
driven the abs(ract lesson home and
furnished me with an arsenal of prac-
tical {llustrations no argument can
shake, Tor nearly three years T have
heen watehing the play, as T might
watch o game of «chosa, Tor nearly
three years T have heen corresponding
with authoritarians and anii-authori-
tarians, {rying tn induce them to place
themselves, that we nfight test’ the
conflicting forces and {ind out, by
actyal experiment, précisely where we
stand, ‘I'he result has heen always the
same. 'T'he anthoritarians are always
against revolt, wherever it shows ils
head, and #he leaders are always on
the side of authoritarianism, Tt mat-
ters not whether they call themselves
Anarchists,  Socialists, Syndicalists,
1. W, W5, T'rades Unionists or what
not, ‘The leader always wishes things
to remain as they are; seeks to slifle
revoll; satrivea {o alienate sympathy
from those who really iry to alter
things; straing every mncrve to keep
his followers safely together hy urp-
ing them to continue traveling along
the same old ruts; tremblés instine-
tively at the thought {hat untried
paths may develop new professional
guides who may thrust him into dis~
credited obscurity. Against . this be
fights with all hig power. To dodge
this danger he brings all his resources
into play: publishes literature that
recks with stupefying sophistries; ap-
peals from the platlorm and through
his party press to all the most cow-
ardly timidities: invents and elabor-
ates what he calls historical philos-
ophics: {alks of the great constructive
role T.abor is called on 1o play;
wheedles his audiences with the has-
est Malfery, and {wists and turns with
an agilily no old parly hack can equal,
1 do not wish {o indulge in rhetoric.
T wish to &peak coldly by the card,
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Whehn the Mexican Revolution was
in its earliest stage, the enthusiasm
among the workers was so great that
none of their leaders dared to throw
cold water on it, openly, We wrote
to Gompers, and reccived one of those
gushing, non-commiital replies for
which he is infamous. 1Tis emotions
were stirred most deeply, but lie had
his doubts—the timid nute, We wrote
to Dechs, and Debs was “still more
sympathetic—[or the “Appeal to Rea-
son” had profited mightilv by the
crugade against Diaz—Dbut Debs also
had his douhts. Again the appeal to
fear. We wrote to St. John, and St
Johu outdid the others in sympathy
and showed only a small modicum of
douht, for St. John was then a good
deal of a rebel and his policy was to
counsel boldness, We tapped the So-
cialist movement all round, and, at
first, it seemed to the Socialists that
Karl Marx was right and that the
revolts of the struggling proletariat
should be assisted always and every-
whete; {for which vou may consult the
“Communist Manifesto.” We apnealed
to the Anarchists, starting with Emma
Goldman, and nothing could have
heen more safisfactory than. the re-
plies veceived. 'Then the leaders got
to; work. ‘T'oday Gompers shelves
resolutions aimed to warn the work-
¢rs against the crime of intervention,
by imploring -them hot to embarrass
our benevolent President. Debs shel-
tered long ago behind the staple argu-
ment that the Mexicans, not having
passed through the orthodox economic
evolutign demanded by orthodox So-
cialism,, are not ripe for revolutibn,
The same note comes from St. Johu's
sanclwm; is making j itself heatd
through T. W.! W_ journals that bught
to be ashamed of themselves, and has
hbecn voiced 1o me petsonally by a
member of the General Txecutive
Board, who trotted out all the stale
old dope about Mexico having still to
develop into Capitalism, and fell back
ot the vile aristocratic argument that
the Mexican is racially and indus-
trially Inferior to our noble American
workingman, who has allowed him~
sell Lo be cheated and robbed and
outraged as probably no proletariat
has.ever been, and today, in the mass,

is simply snivelling, whining and drug-

ging himself with hig words to excuse )

his arrant cowardice.
* % K

To the last number of “T'he Wood-
en Shoe,” an 1. W. W, weckly, Al-
bert Petzen contributes a letter
headed, “A proletatian -view of the
Mexican  Revolution,” in  which he
says: “Picture yourselves the Mexi-
can peon, who is not able to read or
write an(f never heard of such a thing
as 1 war between capital and labos,
with no understanding pl the present
or future society, has Dy some miracle
all at once grasped the ideals . of a
modern proletariat to abolish the ex-
isting' system of cxploitation,” ete.
e writes of thase who believe in and
are trying to explain this Mexican
struggle as a “howling middle-class”
which “adopts the f{ine phrases of
Land and Liberty just like the middle-
class of the TU. 8§ A. in time of the
civil war was howling against slavery
of the South”” In reply to which I
ask: Is it not monstrous {hat work-
ingnien, who " are never tired of
preaching “Solidarily,” should be the
first to shout out from the house-tops
that their fellow-workingimen are too
ignorant to s(iike for liberty? , Ts it
not infaimols. that bieds should be
caget to foul” their own nests, and
that in, “La JlTuelga General,” Spanish
organ of the [.''W. W, published in
Los' Angeles, causlic articles should
dppear week afler week, all with one
Burden, viz, that their fellow-country-
men are too unlettered and undevel-
oped to revolt? When the natives of
India rose against British rule, as
they will have to rise again, their
struggle would have met with the
bitter opposition of such writers. The
Russian peasant, trying to make his
revolution, ‘as he must try again,
would have had them for his enémies,
They would have isympathized with
and helped the feudal nobility  of
I'rance by declarving that the 'Itench
peasant was an  uneducated clown.
‘e Trish peasant, warring against ab-
sentee landlords, would have had no
kind word from them, and from the
passage quoted, it is evident that they
would have opposed the Abolitionists
in their agitation for the overthrow

.

All this 1 knew, theoretically, of chattel slavery. . Am. L.not right? . tion,

T¢ not that the position in which these

1. W. W. men tnday deliherately placg
themselves? How can they escape
the conclusion T draw? They cannot,
Tt is the only one lagically possible,

ok ok

When T voice my astonishment 1o
olher T. W. W. men, they reply that
this is the stuff Jiligently peddied. out
hy the? General Tixerutive Toard,
which is anxious to keep its followers
down to shop organization; to what
it ‘calls a “construclive” program; to
the so-called “practical” demands,
which are expected to increase mem-
bership. bring in dues and consolidate
power in the hands of most unprac-
tical managers. 1 believe the explana-
tion is the frue one, We find our-
selves today fighting, amainst suppos-
edly-revolutionary T. W. W.s, pre-
cisely the fight we had to wage, more
than {wo veara ago, against {he sup-
posedly - revolutionary  Socialists, of
whom Dehs made himself the mouth-
picce.  Fverything they are saying,
as lo {he necessity of passing through
the reqular stages of capitalist cvolu-
tion, through long and slow processes
of indostrial edicatinn and so forth,:
Nehs said more than two ycears ago.
Ttr is the message of narrow, hide-
hound. , pedantic  Cierman  Soeialism,
transnlanted {o this soil and welcomed
cagerly by all leaders, and also by
those who have in them that base
atreak of snobbishness which would
make them leaders if they had the
opnoriunily or talent, Tl is not revo-
lutionary hut redctionary to the core,
Tt is not true to life hut only to
sophistical abstractions writlen into
books by men satorated with that
spitit of aristocracy which  always
makes for leadership, [t is always
weleomed by those whe rule, or aspire
to rule, by playing on the timidity of
the masses, and bidding them look
up {o their leaders as iufinitely wiser
than themsclves, T'here never yeot was
a master who did not meet the threat-
cned rebellion of his slaves with the
argument that they were {oo ignorant
for liberly, Tivery Trench or Rus-
sian noble, every Tinglish landlord and
every tyrant since history began, has
always pleaded that he Delieves in
freedoin, but that the people are not
vipe for it. ‘I'hose who gather to
themselves power, and thereby reduce
the masses to powerlessness, always
defend their course by eriticising the
deficiencies . of the many; by assert-
ing that the mobh {s incapable of gov-
erning itself; by emphasizing their
own intellectual superiority, Tt is the
nole common to leaders in every age
and clime: and from them it fillers
down to the would-be lcaders, to the
natural  snobs, to the Better-and-
TTolier-than-Thous who are to be
found everywhere, appealing {o craven
fear, nlaying on that conservalism we
have inherited from cenfuties of slav-
ery and doing, usually without pay,
the very work for which the master
class wounld pay most highly,
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Times are changing, greatly and
rapidly, Wpg are becoming saturated
with distrust for politicians and grow
restless under the leader’s rein. Gom-
ners is still president of the American
Trederation of iaﬁm‘. but no earnest
radical can he found who has the
slightest confidence in Gompers: and
the radicals are the driving force.
Debs and. Berger have lost all influ-
ence. St John faces a revolt which
is brauding him as an authoritarian,
and if the rank and file become. con-,
vinced that chatge is {irue, to thed
scrap heap St. John must go. Tt all -
makes for Revolution. Tt is all'in the
fight to break away from that slavish
Anstinet we must castipff. Tt all tends
to brush aside the mental cobwebs
witlh which slavish submission to the
slave-herding teachings of doctrinaires
has blinded us.

“Open thine eyes, to see,

Stlave! and thy fect are frce.

Thy bonds and thy beliefs are one in

kind;

And of thy fears thine irons wrought

1Tang weights about thee

Trashioned out of thine own thought.”
WM. C. OWEN.

-

BRAVO! BRAVO, PEREZ!

We take the following from a des-
patch to the “Los Angeles Times,”
dated Thoenix, Dec. 19, and giving
the account of the trial of two Mex-
ican rebels, charged with violation of
the neutrality - laws by transporting
munitions of war across the horder:

“Denegri olfered evidence of good
charactet in support of his prayer for
merey,

“Perez, in contrast, boldly stepped
out before the judge and, in liaglish,
defiantly proclaimed he not only did
that with which he was charged, but
that he would do it again a thougand
times, could he thus serve to libérate
his country. '

“Willingly would T throw also my
life into the scale,” he cried, and he
reminded the judge that ‘Washington,
too, had Deen a rebel until he had
succeeded in his fight.

“With fervid eloquence he demand-
ed that the judge appreciate the
righteousness of his cause and the
fact that he desired not mercy, but
justice.

“Tiach man was fined $200.”

. The “Times” played that up on its
frdnt page, which is. one of the rea-
sons why we prefer.the “[mes” to
Mr, 1lear¥t’s hypocritical publica-
tinns, o

[

HARD TIMES? YES, INDEED.

Last week we “were compelled at
the Jast minute to cut the paper down
1o two pages. For this reason our
“Mexican Notes” were omitted. The
fact of the paper appearing in dimin-
ished size will be, we hope, sufficient
hint that times are very hard with us,
and that remittances {rom subscribers,
in arvears will be a most welcome
Christmas presenl. We have sent,
from this office -alone, some $400 for
the defense of our Texas comrades,
The trouble is that aur sympathizers,
contributing to defense funds, giving
their quota at protest meetings and
buying “Land and Liberty” for prop-
aganda, find themselves at the cnd of
their resources. Then naturally the
poor paper suffers, Yet the paper is
obvipusly the backbone of the agita~

-

Mexican Not

Tor, ‘duys {he papers revelled in
word-painting of the march to Qjina-
ga-—in Chithuahna an'd on the Texas
harder—nf the 6000 reflugees, of whom
some 4000 were federal soldiers, from
Chihnahua™ City, © Tt gave great op-
norinnities for fine writing, and the
figure of Terrazas surrounded hy near-
Tv 100 relatives, and 1000 soldiers, was
thrust constantly into the foreground,
“Terrazas headed for T,os Angeles
with $400,000 in silver” was typical of
numerous headlines deseriplive of (he
flight of the man generally spoken of
as the richest man in Mexico. Amid
all the riot of language we searched
vainly for the word that should sug-
eest the question—“TTow did he get
it? ‘T'hat does not interest our plu-
tocratic press, although the c¢orrect
answer to the question would explain
(he wliole Mexican situation to a puz-
zled. world,

Mercadn, Orozen, Salazar and oth-
er federal officers, are reporied as
busilv  fortifying  Ojinagn  against
Villa’s expected attack., Tt is De-
licved the federal rank and file will
refuse to defend tlie place, heing thor-
ouehly disheartened and disgusted
with the fact that they have heen long
without pay. Ojinaga i {le last town
of anv importance still held by the
Téederals in Northern Mexico, apart
[rom Pacific Coast ports,

According to ihe latest despatches,
Tampien was attacked {he morning of
Nee. 10 and there was lard lighting
theoughotut {We day. ’'I'he United
States has three men of ware and a
supnlv ship auchored off Tamoico,
and Grent Britain has two erpisers.
'wo additional cruisers, the T,ancas-
fer and Merminne, have left Jamaica
[or Mexican waters,

The Consgtitutionalist  atlack on
Guaymas and Mazatlan is reported as
having heen strenethened by the ac-
cession of some 1500 to 2000 Yaquis,

The Mexiean Coneress has nullified
the recent Presidential election and
named Tuly as the date Tor a new
one. T'his gives 1Tuerta, [ hie can
tast that long, seven months of dic-
tatorial power, for Congress con-
firmed him in his office as Provision-
al President. It scems  significant
that the Catholic members absented
themselves from the session at which
this was dane, but probably it is still
more significant that at the followine
session, when tuerta asked Tor {ull
power in the departments of War, T4«
nance and the Tnievior, T'rancisco
Pascual Garcia, Teader of the' Catho-
lic parly, spoke strongly in favor of
the proposition, declaring himsell con-
vinced that the country needed a dic-
tator, !

The Tlearst papers in  particular
have bristled with sensational reports
to the effect that Zapata, at the head
of 18,000 well-armed men, was within
twenlv-cight miles of Mexico City,
and that all efforts to check his ad-
vance had proved, fruitless. TTe was
represented ag racing against Villa for
posscssion of the capital, the imonlica-
tion being, &f course, that the Zapa-
tistas wanted to be in first at the loot-

ing. ‘I'he tyuth appears to he that
Cuernavaca,* some  seventy  miles
from Mexico City, Has heen once

more the scene of great Zapatista ac-
tivity,

Tt was reported that federal artil-
Tervmen in Mexico City had revolied
ane seized an arsenal, and the gov-
ernment took occasion (o make a pa-
rade of military strength, marching its
troops for hours through the capital’s
streets. ' .

'here have heen econstant trumors
to the efleet that Villa no longer rec-
ognizes Carranza’s authority, but the
latler has denied this most specifical-
ly, announcing that he himself will be
in  Chiliwahua  shortly.” Tt appears
probable that Villa himself will ad-
vance shortly to the attack of Qji-
naga, represented as having nominally
a garrison of 4000.

Gen.  Qbregon, Constitutionalist
commander of the northwest divisiow,
has issued a proclamation of amnesty
to all federal privates, hut officers are
excluded. 1le states therein that in
the territory comprising his com-
mand, viz, Chihuahua, Sonora, Sina-
loa, .Durango and T.ower California,
the only Tederals now left arc iso-
lated in Guaymas and Mazatlan, or
fleeing South along the Californian

peninsula, :

Tu the “T,os Angeles Times” of
Dee. 11, “Obhserver”  discusses  the
probability of Carranza heing able to
retain authority over the [orces nom-
inally under his control, and decides
against it. Tfe places the white popu-
lation of Mexico at only 1,000,000, and
of the vast residue, composed, as he
calceulates, equally of full-blooded Tn-
dians and mixed-bloods, le says:
“I'heir intentions are too often lin-
ited to nothing more than a desire for
revenge for injuries suffered and a
prevention of the repetition of these
injuries. They will be discontented
with any govrnment which does not
immediately redress what they consid-
et their wrongs.” ‘I'hat seems to us a
most bealthy and practical state of
mind, and we can only hope that the
robbed and outraged proletarial of so-
galled civilizad countries will: event-
wally attain §&. ¢ - V4

11 this, his latest letter, “Observer”
admits, more frankly than hitherto,
the peon’s seonomic gricvances, e
writes:  “I'hese pcople have borne
practically all the butdens of Mexico
and reaped none of the rewards.
Large numbers of them are discon-
tented with the unjust social, econom-
ic and political conditions, and will
not be contended nor- ahbstain (rom
disorder until existing conditions are
remedied,”

-
-

As syndicalists we declare, our
neutrality to’all religious _an(f political
parties. We:are proletarian warriors
on the economic field. In that war
alofie can we unmask our enemies,
giving each jotlier perfect {réedom to
believe in any @nd all things, All we
ask is that they stand by us fo fight
for ‘economic justice, to build tipon‘a
non-bhureaucratic ‘basis the fdundation
of -a_new society.—(Caroliné Nélson,

in “The Voice of The People)”

‘heen’ fighting the gréat battle

o - o I" .
TR ‘." ‘me PR
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Comrardes: v :
In San Antonie, Texas, *'[HT 8. A,
next January, the curtain will rise on
a legal drama in which you 0[,{GIIT?'
to be profoundly interested. ‘.T'fl‘even;.
of YOUR fellow-workers will then:
he placed on trial, charged with mur-
der, and the proseculing aulhorities,
announce their intention! of sending
six, at least, to the gallows, 'Qf the
group of fourteen arrested or)gmal_ly
three have received sentences of life
imprisonment, twenty-five years. ar}(l
six years, respectively. ’ . :
We are pleading for the livés and
liberties of  high-minded nvei . who,
seeking “to return to theéir country
that they might answer dn imperative
call to duty and do their share to-
ward winning that eco‘ﬁoml.c\.‘li\bcrty‘v
for which Mexicans are striving, were
betrayed most basely. Out of that
betrayal arese a fight in” whick-an
American deputy-sheriff, one Ortiz,
was killed by a mah named Cierra,
who himself Tost his life, Under the
legal fiction that YOUR .o;(_)mra'des
were also guilty of thgt killing, be-
cause it took place while they were
engaged in the commission of an i1
legal act—the endeavor 'to eross 'the
international frontier with arms in
their possession—two of YOUR com-
rades, young men in their edrliest
prime, already have been deprived of
life, for that is what their sentences
amount to. 'The other eleven will
fare no better unless we conte ac-
tively and unitedly to their assistance;
giving them both ‘the aid of .able
counsel and of that public indigna-
tion which a comprehension of the
true facts should arotise.

Your fourteen comrades, with oth-
ers, were fired on without one word
of, warning while on their peaceijle
journey toward the frontier. They
were making camp when their sentry
was shot dead. They took their as-
sajlants prisoners, but subsequently
released them on receipt of what thgy
accepted as a “safe-conduct”—a writ-
ten promise that they should not be
molested further. 7Then -the assuil-
ants, despite their sacred pledge, went
back for reinforcéments and _your
comrades found themselves again at-
tacked., One of them, Juan Rincon,
was shot and left to die in agony, his
piteous appeals for water being dis-
regarded. Two others were wounded,
Guerra shot Ortiz and he himself was
killed. Overwhelmed by superior
numbers your comrades wete bound
and mirched fifteen miles under the
most merciless conditions,  They
were laid in the burning sun’ while
their eaptors. debated the advisability
of lynching them. . Then ‘they were
railroaded to trial, with the result, as
to three of them, described already.
The capture dates Sept. 13, 1913, and
the ‘convictions were returned and
sentences passed almost before we in
T.0s Angeles knew of the trouble.
Only by exceptional alertness were
we able to obtain sufficient time in
which to turm ourselves. Y

You must know well that Texas,
originally the property of Mexico,
still swarms with Mexicans. ‘They
work by thousands in the cotton fields
and at other useful occupations in
which they produce untold wealth for
the master class which despises and
ranks them with those other workers,
the negroes, whom it lynches repeat-
edly, guilty or not guilty. , You must
recognize that, under such conditions,
your comrades need all the assistance
you can give them, if they are to ob-
tain that justice to which every work-
er is entitled. You must recognize
further that, owing to the revolution-
ary fighting across the border, racial
prejudice at this moment runs higher
than .ever, and that if your comrades
are to be driven to the gallows, like
sheep to the shambles, the most de-
plorable reprisals may result. Win
justice for these men and all will be
benefited. Allow them, by your in-
difference, to be victimized and, in
the long run, you yourselves will suf-
fer. . i

Relations between this country and
Mexico are strained at this very mo-
ment to the .breaking point. At this
very moment the great question of
peace or war, fraught with such an
infinity of weal or woe to millions of

i

workers, hangs trembling in the bal- |

ance, If the Hearsts and other Wall
Street vultures can have their way.

hlood’ will flow like water on behalf .

of as heartless a crew of absentee
landlords and usurious leeches as ever
hreathed. And there is much danger
that these prosecutions may resiillt in
a most inhuman tragedy which, light-
ing a powder-train of righteous pas-
sion, will plunge us into war. The
lives and liberties of your comfsades
are at stake, . but with these also is
involved an even greater issue which
comes home to every one of us,

We call them YOUR comrades,
and emphasize the fact. They have
to
which you have ‘pledged yourselves,
They were marching to risk their lives
for the millions of disinherited Mex-
ican peons, whose blanket is their only
home, because, from” the -cradle to
the grave, they have been robbed by
the rich against whom_ you agitate;
because the unproductive and destruc-
tive speculator whom ydu denounce
has swept the land from beneath their
feet, as he has done with the mil-
lions of all nationalities who tonight
fill the breadlines and crowd the muni-
cipal shelter-houses in all our modern
cilies; because this fight must  be
fought out, and mankind put once
again oh a footing of equality. of op-
portunity, before we. can begin to
talk of peace. . -

Do you remember, only three years
ago, when you were all reading and
circulating “Barbarous Mexico,” then
fresh from your press? Do youn re-
member how your blood boiled then
at the story Turner. told so truth-
fully? Your party organs then were
aflame with indignation, and at all
your meetings the critnes committed
against the Mexican proletariat were
the theme of every speaker. The main
situation  still * remains, unchanged.
The causes still continue, though their

-active operation has-been checked for:

H H

the' time being by 'the energetic re-
sistance’ of the Mexicans themselves.
Upheld by the bayonets of Privilege
the institutions that condemn the peoh
to hopeless slavery still gtand; and,
dave when hé takes possession by the
force of his own rifle, the peon is
atill barred from that access to the
lard which to him, as to all of us, is
tlie only escapé from economic, de-
pendenceé on, the. employer,

_YOUR c¢omrades . must not' he
slaughtered. "~ Poor, ignorant of our
Ianguage and customs, with all the
forees of Monopoly and racial preju-
dice ranged agaipst themn, they must
Iye defended by competent counsel.
Appeals must be taken, There will
be .considerable, expense and it can-
not be avaided. We must shoulder it
48 a necessary incident of this cruel
struggle, and we feel very strongly
that when ‘the Sacialists of thig coun:
try and of the world understand, how
closely. these cases touch both their
honor and self-interest, they wil} .not
reet inactive, )

[
" Those’ whose names are signed to

{his appeal are all. resident in T.os .

Angeles, and, almost without, excep;
tibn, thev “have’ been active in thé’
siyuggle for many years. They are
of many nationalitics, but it hanpeny
that' there is not a Mexican among
them. ‘Thev have heen drawn to-
gether by the consciougness that the
cause of these Mexicans, among whom
there is one American, Charles Cline,
is their cause. As such, as the cause
of each and every one of us eéngaged
in the life~or-death contest with cap-
italism, we submit it to you,

_Our ‘treasurer and {inancial com-
mittee are well known here and above
suspicion, Receipts and expenditures
are acknowledged publicly in “Regen-
eracion,” We have taken all possible
precautions for the safe-guarding and
economic administration of the funds
confided to us, and we feel justified
in asking your earnest co-operation,

Tinclosed are literature and a sub-
scription blank, ‘and we ask you to
circulate them freely and do what you
can in these cases, which we commend
to you as meriting honestly your
every effort,

Fraternally,
Rangel-Cline Defense Fund.

The Me; in Jail.

Twa protest meetings were held in
Los Angeles. :Sunday last, {Dec. 7:
that -in the afteroon: heing at the
Plaza and:that of the evening.in Mam-
moth: ITall. The first detted $9,%all of
which goes -to the defense of the
Texas prisoners. - Thelisecond, under
the auspices of thei International
Warkers” Defenve} Lieague, netted
$13.92, the coilection béing $29.92 and
the expenses $16, af which $10° went
ta the landlord. l'l‘,hc:"‘prnﬁts of this
secongd meeting have “to he’ divided
among the various defenses in which
the league is inferested! Jack Whyte,
Jaimé  Vidal. [Odilon} Luna, Luke
North. O’Byrné, Génaro Alegria and
the editnr of this section spoke.

In :addition to. the $9  previously
wendoned the tRnu}zel‘;TCline Defense
Fund: repdrts the receipt of $36.21 for
the past week.. made up as ‘Hollows:
San Francisco.” Bocchip, 25¢; Taw-
rence; Mass, [talian DBranch, [ W0
W., Local 20, $4; New; York, Ttalian
Union, Dakers,. $3: Jessup, Pai, by
Caminita, [ $3.017 Old Forge,” Pd. by
Caminita.. $7.60; : Arbeiter  Kranken
und Sterhe Kasse, Branch.- 37, $10;
Branch 68, $2; list 871, $345; San

Diega, R.7H. Johnson, $2. This gives .

total receipts to daté ofi$195.16, as the
total ipublished in lasti week’s paper
should
§147.95 T e

The Fund remitted $75 to Attorney
R. W, Hudspn. ‘Dec! 10,

We are 'sending out a good. deal of
literature .explaining the title these
Texas cases shouldihave to theisup-
port of the workérs; byt the quantity
18 natf as large as we should wish;.aw-
ing to our insufficientd clerical ‘staff.
The comrade we have sent to repre-
senttus at San Antonio’ E
ferences at Tumco. ¥ !
Tucson. Ariz.. .and! has just about.
madehis travel]ingv:‘exp_enses,_/,byf col-
lections and the 'sale of “Land ‘and
Libertv.” : We realize that times are
exceptionally hard, bnt avish we could
see money coming:in Haster: for the
stiff fight that has to beé made. !

good ‘orders
and are eat-

We: are. getting' sbmé‘
for “Land- and Liberty¥
ing our way well inta the -additional
10,000 ordered, but individudl orders—
for single * copies—have slacked up
greatly. This we regret, as the great
thing:is fo- havel a- widely=scattered
circulation. \We woildurge. our ‘com-
rades: most strongly, if} they jwish to
assist: the propaganda} to’ get® this
booklet noticed in Papérs with which
they are in touch.. Every such notice,
however simply it‘may be ‘written,
registers its effect immediately in the
shape! of enquiries audi sales. It is
by voluntary effort{of ‘this kind.!that
propaganda is made. and it:can be

made’in no orher yay. i
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© ENTERTAINMENT AND: ©
¢ ¢ 1+ DANCE. M
© Th¢ Women's Economic Léagie ©

© will give a benefit entertainmetit O,
O and dance onthie evening of Fri- @

0 day, Decembeér 19th.-at the‘audi- @ -

O torium of the  Yourig - People’s @
O Sodialist League! I1614 tEast ©
O Third street. © EARE I+ )
© . Thereiwill be:a high
©Q gram of recitations, music. and ©
© fancy dancing. R + N
O =The admission for men-will be &
© 25c; ladies free; " The proceeds O.
© will: go to the Rangel-Cline Dé- O
© fense Fund. This'is an entertain- ©
© ment for-old :and yoiing. : Comg ©
© and’help:sweli'the fund for secur- ©.
O ing’ justice in the case of. our g

-cla:s’:;_: pﬁb- Q

O fellow:workers whose lives'
© in jeopardy in :

Texas.. -~ 1% & .Q
0000000 0000 0co ° 000

-Boss Libgrty iis; very micely illus-
trated, at the present tirie,-in MeXkico.
Theretiwe ‘see half ‘@ dazen:or more
-powérful - foreign ‘Bosses ina great
struggle to-determine as’ to-whether
an ‘Arierican, an' Englishmaniia Ger-
‘mafi: or a’iMexican® Boss shall have.
the sole libeity ofirohbing the. work-:

have read $149.95 instead of

T a dot.

wers of Mexico, And in this'strilggle
thescihosses, in their hist for gold,
wanld involve not -only ithe Metcan
people, biit thnse’ of other countrigs
in the ferrible rayages of WAR, . 1:1‘1
Mexico .manv brands of .politicians
(the “office boys ai thel Bass) - talk
.lond and long of libertv, bt the worlk-
ers there are getfing on to the game
and large number< are carrying. on
an_extensive fighit for the liberty of
the working class. “Tand and Lib-
ertv" is  their hﬁﬂln-cry;—j—("Thje
Unionist.”) - -

STRONG GOVERNMENT;

“Observer.” whose articleslin “The
Chicago Daily Tribune” have attract-

- et so mitch attention, ha<.summed up,

Becanse, it points nnmistakeably to in-
tervention at no distant dateand he-
“causze Nl articles scem {0 us jnst snth
ns President Wileon himsell. miglit
have written, the summarv ‘deserves
a special natice.  Nevertheless? al-
thangh ; lanking ; anlv  ta ipolitical
changes! “Obhserver” has: hegn com-
pelled to make fatal admiscinns as to
‘the ecannmic slaverv against which
the- neon is in rehellinn: admissions on
which we cammented last! week. This
is more than President “Wilsonthags
done: for he like Madera, appears to
helieve that fine words about ipalitical
freedom, fair clections. ete.. can take
the nlace of hread. Tt is the ‘delusion
nf the honrgenisie“the warld aver.tand
i$ nreparine a wniversal conflagration,

First,:“Ohgerver” savs that: “Mexi-
cans as.a whole liave not.yet'reacheil
a point where the maximum amount
of ‘nolitical and civil privilded can he
allowed:: A ctrong  central [goavern-
ment isa necessity.” oo

No mnientinn of economic ‘liberties
is made—althruah the entire! trouble

“is aver:lack of them—and ‘political

and civil righte are treated ag “privi-
leres” {n he “allowed”” " But, above
.l it is to he noted that, whilei the
.ereat libertarian champions agree ithat
the remiedv for Liberty misnsed i
added libertv. aur rnlers ingist fthat
Liherty is ta he atinined onlyv thraugh
the suppressive agency of a“strong
central government.”  There is?the
hraad dividing line: and we. forlour
nart, assert mnst stoutly that the Mes-
iean Revolution itself has héen  the
hest of proofs that only Libeérty. cin
_pave the way for Order, Give.thie
peon that econamic liberty to which
all men shauld be heirs and theseldis-
turbances  will cease antomatically,
Deprive them of ecomonic liherty; by
the mailed hand of a “strong’central
government.” and civil war, 6peli ar
eoncealed, is ever with you, Between
the hourgenis philosophy of “Ob-
server,” which is the philosophy: of
]‘residont Wilkan and the capitalist
interests he représents. and ‘that of
Liberty no harmonv is passible. The
duel is to ihe death. o

Secondly, “Observer” considers that

a Huerta government is incnmpntrih!é,
with constitutional rights. Wellet thaf
pass, makine only the criticigm that
constitutional withnut economic
nghts are never worth the, paper
wasted on them. c
Thirdly, he holds-—and it is'a dons
fession of the wrongs impased ion
Mexicans by past strong governments
—that no administration will be dblé
to endure in Mexico unless it betters
the condition of the masses. .. Ag\ain'
the banrgeais philosophy, credutonsly
eonfideit” that government will fre¢
the masses, is in direct conflict with-
the revalutionary “dactrine that they
can rely only on themselves. o
Fourthiy, he hopes that Carranza
“or same other Constitutionalist may
be able to establish the “strang cens
~tral government” he favors, . i 4
" Tifthly, he declares that, if they cans

not. the' United States  must: inters
vene. | ‘ '

Can You Locate the Pea?

There you have the milk -in the
cocoannt,  There you have the set:
purpose .that underlies these. diplo-
matic mouthings, which “hide bitter:
curses over the stoppage of rents and:
dividends. ooy

We have said that President Wilson®
might have written these “Ohserver”.
letters, for they express his policy: to,
Read all he has written Jon.
“this question, down to the annual mes-
sage just delivered, and you will find:
‘not a line suggesting that a tremen-.
dous economic issue is up for: settle-;
ment: -not a word respecting the is-;
inherited peon's right to the soilihe
‘and  his [fathers have watered with:
their sweat, Never has he daredito’
toiich the great central problem: which!
the holders of the pagper titles—{het
absentee landlards and uswrers—keep’
constantly i view. e has evaded it
persistently. and his handling of this
most vital issue has been character-
ized {rom the first by studied conceal-:
ment of the most disingenuous type.
* Months ago our editorial began with
the statement that, like a thief.in the
night, Wall Street wauld try to: créep
into Mexico by the back windowiof
the border States. What happened’in
those conferences between Hale and
Carranza, at Nogales?> What pledges
were given thal if Carranza could not
restore nrder in Sonora and ‘Chifiuahua
and Coahuila—the territory most cov-
eted by our plutocracy—the United
States would help him to police these
districts?  All in the plausible name;
of law and order; which, heing: trans-,
lated literally, means that the dis-
.inherited-‘peon will not he allowed:to’
set aside-the paper titles; will fiot be
allowed to take possession ofthgse
lands over which ‘foreign absentees
assert a claim; will‘be suppressed and
thrown into jail and shot' down by
United. States troops, doing ‘police
duty for plutocracy, if he endeavorsi
asert his rights. - Thereupon;” from:
Woodrow Wilson . to the paltriest’
country ‘constahle, - all will unite iin’
thanking heaven that order has been,
“restored “and constitutional liberty
established! . i

Boiled “down to a2 few words, the
wliole trouble with! Mexico, sofarls,
the United States is concerned, is tha¢
dividends’ from Mexican investments’
to” American capitalists hav A~
tically ceased, and:the real qu
is how. to: get them started. agai
the earliest possible moment and’
least possible expense —"New'iy
€all” ’



http://Presido.ru
file:///vords
http://forc.es
http://clj.att.cl
http://discuss.es
http://need_a.ll
http://fat.il
http://tli.it
http://7rnvcrnme.nl
http://'tr.il
http://purposo.tli.it

	r2019.pdf
	r2020.pdf
	r2021.pdf
	r2022.pdf



