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‘ v drama of a gigautce crime, and we
Sﬂﬁak @ME, 8%% @mﬁ, are called on to pronounce and
exccute judgement on it, justly
v and righteonsly. e who wishes
Sﬁ}%@ﬂ( @“L to pass judgement myst first
master the evidence in the case,
Ford, the preposterous, appears " OIf the cty that our millionaires
to have lcarned at least one les~ are primarily responsable for the
son from his Kuropean escapade, bloodshed i1 Mexico is false and,
It is an Anarchistic therelore, [oolish, still . more
lesson; being, in fact, tle false and foolish is the cry that
very corner stone of all Anar - merchants—mere dealers in food
chistic thonght. Ile is reported 204 crockery and hardware—are
as no longer lolding the bankers responsible for this Ituropean
and ammunition manufacturers War. What Se‘tof'huck'sters could
responsible for the war, and is Imve' serwd' Servia with an }n-
quoted ag summing up his con- possible nl.tlmutt'un.ant‘l open fire
clusions thus: “/he men doing 9% her capilal within forty-eight
the fighting have been too con- lours? What gang of bankers
tent tolet those who rule {liem could have f:ufldenly thrown an
do their thinking, and they have #'MY of o “}‘“:ﬁ’“ across the Bel-
not taken advantage of their de- 8180 border? These are the pre-
vine right to say for themselves ToRatives ol imperial power that
what they shall do and think.” lias 1.1mde itself master‘o[ the go-
In "“The Western Comradc” verning appare‘ttus of amnation,
Mr. G.T0.Idlton is kind enough tl)atrom'mmlds its treas'ury, t}?at
to notice at somelength my wri- LtLh‘creby fs able to eqmp,'m‘;lm-
tings in this section; o agree with fain and wove huge bodies .Of
me that the whole revolutionary' arm?d wenTa task al.“.‘geﬂ‘m‘lm
movement is drilting aimlesly, possible t()‘pm.'ute (:1't1zen.s how-
and to suggest that, abandoning ever weulthy they 1_“”"!')@'
what he considers my merely ne- I+ Lolton’s article suwothers
gative and critical attitude, [me.thh such (’:omplm'lcnts that
“make a serious attempt to orient [ dislike to write of it, but Le
American radicalism;” to “pro- ralsg*s poiuts wlngh I cannot pass
vide a compass and a rudder to M1 silence.  And first a personal
the American desoricntés.” A ©7¢ J:I"j speaks of me as one
big cnough order! wktlo tlunfks sol.)far ahle'ad rof (;md
Two great dramas at (his mo- 1 0 90 1T Aveve his rea ers
ment ofcupv the stage; the [lirst, 2111};1It hwtf;:(ii; aggtled?i ng:zg p:;_
which intimately coucerns the ;limfce.”’ Ih()])eﬂl:lt s 110t troe.
whole western hemlsp.here, heing I think it is not. T believe T tell
the dMe:ilc?l; ]I):V:)ﬁi;:ﬁilg" tixc)e :f; a simple tale which all can un-—
cond, Wiich 18 8l , ... derstand who wish to. My au-
rer Tt i G-y b o s
. y I regretit—Dbut Ibelieve that
war, In my opuniof the man I hiave nade many of wmy readers
who fee!s o interest in those ‘f“fo understand quite clearly
dramas is intelectually and spiri- the real trouble in Mexico and
tually.dead. On the other hand, how it came abotit. I believe
I consider that the men and wo- Also thatin this malter of the
men who ait theil: opinions-on Buropean war I speak a lan-
these strnggles without having guage that all my teaders can
put themsclves to .the trouble of understand, I tell them that the
investigation are infamous. No
one has a right to speak untill he
has attained the poiat at which,
he can speak with, ar least, some-
thing approximating knowledge,

talism as the ruling poewer is
false., I tell them that our ac-
tual rulers are. the politicians,
from the Czars and Kaisars on
theit thrones to the shyster law-
yers who rig up our conventions
and wite-pull our city councils.
I tell them that Willielm ordets
bankers and that Wilson sum-
mons Morgans to the White
House. T'heiby Lattackthe whole
pliillosopliy of our Dergers, our
IBmma Goldmans,all that unthin-
king crew that is mouthing about
this being a “‘capitalistic” war.
I point to grossly-palpable facts,
illluninated by rivers of human
blood, as proof of the :'albsurdity
of their teachings, aud I am se-
renely confident that they, as
well as wmy readers, kuow I hit
them hard, Bat as to that I am
indifferent, What I care about

No honest person will pretend
that it is possible to reach that
point without careful and intpar-
tial study, I am sick to death
of the alleged radicals whose talk
ot Mexico—Tlebs was an cxainw
ple—show that they have never
" thought it worth their while to
master their subject, Still more
sick am I of those who talk loud-
ly about this war but cannot tell
you when it began, how it start-
ed, why DBelginm was invaded,
ot whetlier Great Dritain! did or
did not endeavor to preserve ihe
peace; who, in short, pronounce
verdicts without troubling to sift
the evidence,

The Mesican drama is
the drama of a gigantic is the potency of my altack on

Socialism, whichis the creed of
the State as master of the man;
which is the creed of compulsion;
which is, therelore, the creed of
militarisw; which -is, therefore,
the creed that will keep us cter-
nally at war, the stronger striv-
ing tenaciously to overpower the
weaker and force thew to their
will. Against this “Coming Slave
ry,

crime; the disinheritance of a na-
tion by a handful of scoundrels
who lLad carved their way to
power by the sword. Accompli-
ces in that crime, because willul
receivers of the stolen goods, are
men with whom we are all lamni-
liar—such men as Otis, Ilearst,
Rockeleller and the horde ol A-
merican and Iiuropean [inancicrs
whose money is their God. DBut
they are ouly the accomplices;
the campfollowers with whom
the original invaders found it po-
litic to divide. They did not do
the original looting; they could

not have done it. It was done ag divine and pre-eminently cons- gpecial
tructive yualitics which are his
done, by those in possession of natural endownment. 1 am no
quibbler, no splitter of {ine Lairs,
who had it in their power to dis- I sce what the few, equipped with
possess the peor, to send.soldiers opportunity, have done. By it I
measure the enornous achieve— apg, is utterly out of date and
ments possible to a [uture wherein
Porflirio Diaz ‘led all shall have the openings tow
the raid, andihis chief assistant- guarded jelously by a mcre hand-

it always is done and must be

the political power; by the men

to drive him [rom his land, to
banish him to Yncatan and Mcx-
ican Siberia,

pirates were the Cicntificos and lul as.their speclal orivilege.
the Roman Catholic Clinrch. Jre-= Now, as lo. Mexico.

. . o~
analysis which represents capi-

and indeed it has come alrca-
dy—I raise the banner of “Man that you have been afraid to face
Versus the State;” of man who de- the real music and tell the whole
scrves and should have freedom, {ryth. Go for the sybstantial
because only under freedom can things,
he give [ull play to those truely Proclaim to all the world that

31 tiud this heading: ‘‘Day of
Under Dog Dawning. Mexico to
be for Peon now, says Sugar
Magnate. Believes Iira of Cien-
tifico concessions past. 1'cars

‘Carranza’s policy of no forcign

loans.’> And the first two par—
agraphs of the article that fol-
lows run thus: ‘

“The era of large concessions
in Mexico has passed, dccording
to Thomas D, Boyd, vice-presi=
dent and gencral manager of the
United Sugar Companies, who
has been at the Alexandria for
the past few days. Mr. Boyd
has been in Mexico throughout
the late disturbances and, as an
official of a company owning
about 200,000 acres of Mexican
land, is perhaps in closer touch
with the actual conditions along
the West Coast than anyone who
has been here in sowme time,

“If there is any one thing that
stands pre-eminent among the
results of the political turmoil of
the past {ew yars, it is the abso-
lute certainty of the complete
defcat of the ideals of the old
Cientifico party,” e said, “‘Spe-
cial privilege is a thing of the
past, Of course I do not mean
to say that the individuals hold-
ing office and friends of the vic~
torious party will not receive
sttbstancial evidences of apprecia
tion for their work, but I do be-
lieve it will be impossible for
individuals or groups of indivie
duals to obtain by grant vast
slices of territory or to receive any
othier valuable right asa mark
of svecial favor.”

I cannot tell, neither can you,
whether Mr. Bovd is right, but
I think he is. I think there has
been a great awakening in Mex:
ico. Ithink there is a gencral
agreement there that if ever Mex-
isans are to amount to anything
they must own and be masters of
the land on and by which they
have to live. I think that, as a
whole, Mexicans want speciasl
privilege to be a thing of the
past, and that, as a whole, they
are greatly distrustfal of and op-
posed to the formation ol a stong
ly-centralized ~government, be-
cause their experience has becn
that such governments always
rob the many to enrich the few,

If the Mexican people, in any
considerable  numbers, have
reached such thinking-point they
have, in my opinion, advanced
far along the path of political and
social wisdom; miich fartherthan
have the people of the United
States or Europe. Andif I am
invited to ‘‘orient,”’ or give di-
rection to the radical or revolu-
tionary movement I say this:
*Stop your fooling. Cease to pot-
er away the precious hours on
non-essentials, Have done with

the hipocritical pretense that
you  can win - freedom
for all by forcing  con-

cessions in favor of your parti-
cular class, or that you can over-
throw what is essentially a
system of slavery by exacting
terms that make your slavery a
trifle less onerous. Those are
delusions, are lies, and your pro-
paganda hitherto has poisoned
with thosc ligs the thought of the
very people you wish to emanci-
pate. Stop that lying. Confess

Attack land monopoly.

privilege—even gpecial
privilege in favor of your own
class—must go, and that the gov-
ernmental apparatus which up-
holds and manufactures itisa
bad inheritance from the Caes-

must be thrown on
heap.”

Now, as to the FEuropean war,
It is stupid to attribute my views

the secrap~

In the to the fact thatI am of English

peat it: The Mexican dramais the *‘Los Angeles T'imes” of January birth; or to say I hate the Ger-
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man, At this monent Amerls cowards. lord, and that power is fully as to understand them. 1f an ordi
ca—at least so far as the n-  Without exception all these great today as it was at the time nary man cannot understand wht |

glish- speaking element is con-
cerned—is a unit in the convie-
tion that Germany’s triumph will
mean our most unwilling passage
into such a military era as this
world has not yet known. It is
useless to discuss this question
for it has passed beyond the pale
of argument. Members of the
Socialist Party and so-called A-
narchists with German affilia-
tions may squabble and protest,
but the natlion atlarge has no
doubt about it.and accepts it as
established fact. In truth itis
the fear of German militarism
that has lent the campaign of
“Preparedness’’ all its strength,
On the other hand, rightly or
wrongly, I believe that the
spokesmen for France, Italy and
CGreat Britain, at least, are abso-
lutely honest in their repeated
declarations that they intend to
abolish militarism,

I cannot see why they should
with otherwise. Great Britain
is a commercial bunch of widely-
scattered countries, ready and an-
xious to trade with all the world.
War spells death to trade. The
Fronch are a people less and less
inclined to emigration, satisfied
with their own country and an-
xious to be let lone. In Italy the
taxation forced on the nation by
Austrian militarism had become
intolerable. Why should not
these nations wish militarism to
pass? Why should not we, who
have everything to lose and
nothing to .gain by militarism,
Sympathize with them? For
the life of me I cannot see why
we should not.

Tam charged by Mr. Boltons
and it is apparently intended as a
slur, with hating the invader.
Thecharge does wme credit. It
proves that I know my business
and understand that all tyranny
rests on luvasion of human rights,
while {reedom is simply the con-
dition of being imtnune from in-
vasion. But, apart from that, I
have Telt it alike my duty and
pleasure to study this war from
many angles, because it is une-
questionably one ol the greal
turning-points of history; and
particularly have I steeped myselt
in the reports rendered by the
men wlho have been face to face
with it., If radicals would study
that literature, written by picked
men under conditions such as burn
facts into men’s souls and make it
almost impossible for them to lie

respecting things that really
matter, they would receive an

education, I opine, such as at this
moment they seem to lack most
woefully. These men, who have
been in the very jaws of hell, do
not speak jestingly of invasion.
On the contrary, illustrating their
reports with a wealth of pcersonal
experience thatleaves no room for
doubt, they present us with pictu-
res of millions of innocent humau
beinegs shelled out of their homes
and driven hither and thither
with 2 brutality such as no sell-
sespecting cattle dealer uses to-
ward the stock he ships to market.
These men have no good word for
war,which they denounce as hide-
ous beyond expression;a diabolical
massacre by fiendish mechanical
forces, in whose grip man is more
helpless than a new-born babe; a
iously unspeakably obecene, delir-
thing lustful insanely cruel,which
spreads agony and pestilence and
every foulness imaginable wher~
ever it plants its foot. Universa-~
1ly they speak of it as a patently-
absurd anachironism, and brand as
an assassin’s lie the military ar—
gument that war is needed to
purge society, and rescue it from
the effeminate vices engendered
by years of peace. Thev have no
difficulty, indeed, in overthrowing
that silly pretence, for through-
out the inferno of the last
eighteent months men and women
of every nationality, combatants
and nomcombatants alike, have
given us examples of heroism so
exalted that no one heuceforth
is justified in doubting the capa-
city of man to rise to the sublim-
est heiglts, or in stigmatising
uot race as composed of selfish

writers pay unstintdely-generous
tribute to the men who march
undauntedly to wlhat they know
cannot be anything but almost
certain death.  T'hey may be
mistaken, as I think the German
are—-for I mysclf consider that
their military aristocracy has
made them the dupes of a studied
deception whicli, in 1ts coldly-cal-
culated cruelty, is without paral-
lel in history—but they are brave
.men, they are sincere mnien, and
to brave and sincere men human-
ity must always take off its hat,
however deluded they be. The
dearest thing of all is life, and
when I {ind men by the millions
voluntarily sacrificing that great-
est of all treasures commnion sense
tells me that some supreme iin-
pulse is stirring; that some issue
of indescribable importance is at
stake, Men do not face modern
artillery, the loathsome existence
of the trenches, and all the heart-

breaking suffering. that
accompanies modern war,
wiltout counting the cost.

They do not abandon what were
happy homes and prosperous ca-
reers, as hundreds of thousands of
Frenchmen and Belgians and
Britishers and men of many other
nationalities have doune, without
weighing things seriously and
convincing themselves that one
of those crises has arisen in
which men have to place princi-
ple ahead of everything. Un-
questionably there is a higher

wisdoni, to which superior
nmen and superior races
resnond  instinctively, which

warns us that there are occasions
when life itself is but of seconda-
ry value. ., The men aud the races
that have the courage {0 answer
thar call ARE superior. 'They
survive, They place their inde-
lible stamp on human thougt and
human action. They live in the
character their example ° trans-
mits, and character is a thousand
times more important toout race
than mere intellectual astuteness.
This universe is is unthinkable
as being constructed on any other
principle than that of stregth,
and without character there is no
strength,

"This war has brought into evi-
dence the almost limitless capa-
city for heroism latent in our
race; but it has only brought it
into evidence. It has not caused
it, for it was there, It has simp-
ly brought it to the surface and
diverted it, as the purest stream
may be diverted, to the foulest
uses. All the writers I refer to
agree on that. Usually, writing
for an American audience and
being unduly anxious to maintain
a rcputation for imvartiality,
they do not definitely place the
blame; but they one and all agree
that the rulers, the military
chiefs, the diplomatists, the pol~
iticiuns, the few responsible for
suddenly hurling our race back
to what we suppose must have
been the conditions of the cave-
age, are criminals for whom no
earthly punishment can be too
severe, All agree that, il we
have one grain of comnion sense,
we shall make up our minds that
such a monstrous calamity as is
this war shall never be permitted
to occuragain, All agree that
this bosiness of invading and
slaughtering hordes of perfectly
inoffensive pcople must be stop-
ped once and for all, and most of
them agree that the way to stop
it is to make things intolerably
hot for the invader, wherever he
may come from and whoever he
mav be.

With all that I amin entire ac-
cord, not because I am an Anar-
chist, but because, as I hope, I
am humnane and sensible. But
the task of stopping war is enor-
mously larger than at first sight
it appears to be. In the first
place an immense number of peo-
ple believe in invasion, provided
they can be the succesful inva—
ders. As a class the military, of
every nationality, believe in it,
for the simple reason that, as a
class, they do not believe in free:
don, I'hey  consider that
the social machine can only be
run under orders, and that back
of the orders there must be the
armed force to compel obedience,

In the second place, we do not
understand the vast extension this
doctrine of opposition to invasion
must take. Kvery one will admit
that Belgium was invaded, but
‘most peonle will ridicule my as—
sertion that Porfirio Diaz and his
myrmidons made Mexicp the vic-
tim of aninvasion just as croel
and uujustifiable, and few will
agree with me when I state that
the entire social quesrion is one
of the invasion of the rights of
the weak many by the powerful
few. We have not progressed
anything like as far or as rapidly

of the French Revolution. We
laugh at the idea of comparing
our civilization with that corrupt
Roman limpire whose inevitable
fall shook society to its founda-
tions and ushered in the Dark
Ages. As a matter of fact our
laws, upheld by all the powers of
the State and therefore the one
great power to which the might-
test pluatocrat has to bend, are
based on and are, in their main
features, identical with those of
that accursed Roman Iimpire,
and the entire philosophy of our
governing institutions is that of
military Rome.

Under the shadow of that an-
clent sword we petty men still
creep about, with little to look to
at the last except dishonorable
graves, Under the shadow of
that sword, which shapes it at
every turn, our industrial lifeis
grey and grim and sombre, as
they paint the murder-ships which
typify it truly. From that grey-
nesss the ouly -escape at present
permitted is into the shambles of
the battlefield, where all the at-
mosphere is crimson-red.

Mr. Boltor invites me to point
the way out, and suggests that [
write a book because, as he says.
I have some acquaintance with
the teachings of Prondhon, Stir
ner and a lot of other scholars.
How absurd! Who was [Prou-
dhon, for example? Simply a man
who believed in justice and
thought this earth should be for
the use of the living. So does
the untutored Mexican peasant,
and so do the peasants of Bel-
gium, Servia and I know not how
many other countries now laid
waste by war. Proudhon hated
the bureaucracies, and prophesied
that all this wire-pulling by the
few eventually would land the
many in tragic trouble. 'That is
exactly what has happened, and
the innate hatred of officialdom
which the peon shares with the
common people of every country
is more than justified
world-shattering  events

I write my writing is to blame.

Tell the masses that this bug |
ness of conquering the earth, ¢ f
ther by the sword or by the purg, §
and putting a ring round itfu §
the enrichment of the conqucror, §
is played out and must be siop §
ped. :

T'ell the masses that they muy
do tlieir own thinking and acting
for themselves, inasmuch as po
1ticians are, by the very natuef§
of their trade, the trickiest scou
dreis yet unhung.

I
Tell the masses straight th )
as long as they are ridden thef
will be slaughtered, either in th :‘i,
factory for profits or on the ba-§
tlefield for military glory and fufg
the acquisition of fresh territoy
to be governed, And tell they
that the riders will stick firml) |
in the saddle until the people kick [
them off, ‘
Tell them that every formof §
special privilege robs the many |
to enrich the few. |
"Fell them that monopolyisnot §
a good-natured domestic animal B
that can be drilled intg decent |
behavior, but an untamable tiger §
that must be killed,

Speak out.  You have fried
everything else undesthesunand |
to no avail.  You havwe dealt }
mainly In thin-spun theories, |
throught whichk any competent
logician or historian cat drives
coach and four. Supposing, for
a change, you come dowatoa- §
tual facts., They }e allawm §
you, and to the lever of araly
bold and honest agitation thy
supply the fulcrum with whigy [
it is possible to raise the wolj §
Do you think this world ishyy, §
or that this war is mabigi §
happier? Add hope to diswiut
and you possess the foretd [
will revolutionize society wm
top to toe. It needs it, and}
knows iv needs it. It is aching
for it. Otis himself would we
come it. But with your mise

)
L

i

by the aple half-way measures; yout
1ow yawps for freedom and your own

bringing down the hole temple of destable tyrannies among yous

civilization —a temple it
taken thousands of years to rear.
All the writers Mr. Bolton names
shook their heads ominously over
the growing power of militarism.
The simple Mexican peon detests
militarism, and so do the simple
masses in every country; with ex-
celent cause. Eas notthe United
States itself been peopled largely
by men—thousands _of them Ger-
mans—Ifleéing from the terror of
couscrintion?

No; this 1s not an affair of
scholars orbooks, but of arousing
the deep and nniversal instincts
of the masses, which are true to
to life itself. Books and scholars
deal too largely iu abstractions,
and we are faced today with the
gravest and most sternly-practi-
cal facts, War, and the milita-
ry philosophy which supports it,
is the great central fact of this
inestimable present hour. Stop it!
Not by mealy-mouthed orations
which amount to nothing, but by
crushing the life out of the few
who are responsible for crush-
ing out the lives of millions.
Find out first who were respon-
sible— and it is an easy matter if
we will but be honest with our-
selves—and read them sucha les-
son that militarism everywhere
will understand that its day past,
that it Dbelongs to the "‘'llas
Beens” that the game is up,

Follow this military philosophy
into all its ramifications. Show
hiow all government, which is
simply the invasion of the gov-
erned, rests upon it, Show how
all this business of landlordism,
of special privilege, of social
caste, rests on the philosophy of
militarism, which justifies and
glorifies invasion by declaring it
as the basic law of nature that
the weakest must be driven to the
wall. But do notimagine that
you can do all this while careful-
ly building up your own special
caste, forming your own labor
bureaucracy, or conducting petty
military campaigns which consist
either of carving your way to of-
fice by the brute force of the ma-
jority or feeing hirlings to blow
up those with whom you do not
happen to agree. Not at all as
a dreamer or bookworm, but as a
practical observer of practical af-
fairs, I tell you that thosc tactics
and thiat philosophy also are ut-
terly out of date and completely
played out. For well-nihyg a cen-
tury past you have been trying
them and they have led to less
than nothing,

Go to the people, instead of
flocking in a sectarian corner by
yourselves,

Have the pluck and honesty to
state straight what you actually
want, instead of patting your-
selves on  the back, corceited

has selves, lie has no patience, In

that I am at one with him, beatt
and soul, »
WM. C. OWENi

e
Fair Warning,

The death met by sixteen Amefican |
capitalists at the hands of the Mexican [
peons at Santa Isabel, State of Chihua
hua, Mexico, must be regarded asa fait
warning by the rest of profesional skin
ners of the poor.

Those men did not meet death for he-
ing Americans,—for a great manyof
American workingmen enjoy at pressnt |
a healthy and safe life in Mexico, bt [
becuuse they were wealthy miners that
lured by greed went to Mexico to furh
er enrich themselves at the cost of the
miscry and slavery of the Mexican pet
ple. k

The Mexican peon has madeup hi
mind to become free, and, therefor,
he has been fighting ever since five
years ago to regain possession of what
he has been stripped of. Since fivé |
years ago he has been soaking the Mex
ican soil with his generous blood, deter I
mined to perish in his task rather thn §
returning to the same horrible conds
tions that forced him to pick upth
un, . :
We Mexicans do prefer the extemk
nation of our race till its last specima, |
rather than returning to slavery, op @
presgion and exploitation, Therefor, §f
we go after Land and Liberty or Death,
We do hate halfways, for we feel th
Life is not worth living if not marrielf
with Freedom. ‘

In conseqnence, we Mexicans do mak
open and relentless war-to-death to Capl§
ital, to Authority and to Chureh, it :
whom we recognize the greatest ene
mies of human freedom.

Hence, the punishment of those wh [§
dare even to attempt to oppress and ex-
ploit us, no matter to which nationals
ty they may belong to.

In this special case of the execution §
of the sixtecen American capitalists
there is no body else to be blamed but
Woodrow Wilson, Venustiano Carrana
and the American capitalist press. Tha
blood must stain Wllson’s head becauss
it is to his interfering in MeXican af
fairs that are not his own, that this me
went to Mexico, On Carranza’s be
cause he guaranteed the lives and pr- F
perties of foreign capitalists while his
own are at the mercy of the Mexican
peon. And on the American capitalist
press for deceiving its countrymen and
having them to beleive that peace and
safety for exploiters reign in Mexico,

Anyway, let the execution of the sixs
teen American capitalists at the hands
of the Mexican peon, to be a fair warn
ing for the rest of professional skinners
of the Mexican people, whatever their
nationality might be.

. ENRIQUE FLORES MAGON,

.

“LAND AND LIBERTY, Mexico’s Battle for
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