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Militarism! The
States  today thinking
talking of nothing ¢lse, and why?
Plecause it dreadds it. The thing
that really worries us is on our
minds continually, day and night.

Shall we have to goto war
with Mexico?  Shail we be drag.
wod into the Furopean mael-
strom? If we arm ourselves
awgainst possible invasion shall
we not be taking a remedy worse
than the discase itself?
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I'hese are the questicns all
men are putting to  themselves
and discussing heatedlv onevery
corner,  Thev are not splitting
straws, They
ing themselves about the abstract

are not concern-

theories  over
and Anarchists delight to wran-
gle.  ‘Ihey know nathing and
care nothing about the dogmas
of the strugele,” Yecono-
mic  determinism,”’ all the
rest of 11, Dut they know
that if the other fellow hasa
wun aund they haven't, he has
them at his merey: and they also
kanow that the big army and
navy of which they are supposed
the end by
owning them,  Soitis in Furo-
so it may be in these
What dilemal!
I’restident  of the
United States runningr abont the
country and telling it, thongh in
polished phrases, that it is being
Kicked and spat upon: and  that
all he can do is to write intermi-
nable notes of protest. "o yvou
wish to have all the world say
that the flag of the United States
can be stained with impunity®”
he asks at Detroit, and the au-
dience  thunders#”*'No.” Aud
arain: Do vou want the situation
to be such that all the P'resident
can do s to write lvlL‘\\l"\‘Q' to
utter words of protest? And
yet again: 'he dangers toonr
peace donot come any longer
from within our own borders——
I have come to tell you that there
is danger to our national life from
what other nations may do.™

Ueliss
and

o

to be OWHers ey

pes and
United States,

Here is the
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That Iast quotation will not
stand analysis.  From withinour
ownt borders does comie, all the
time. the greatest of dangers to
our peace. It comes in the shape
of our shimmnerul  monopolies, and
the laws that support them; our
shameful traffickers in human
life and Hberty, and the murders
they comnmit: our ten  thousand”
millionaires and that vast prolet-
riat, employed and unemployed,
for whicli thay are responsible;
our most unenviable record asa
nation wherein homicide. insanity
and suicide are rampant as they
are rampant nowhere else: above
all, in that unspeakable corrup-
tion which has made nur politics,
whether municipal, State or na-
tional, a by-word and a hissing.
Docs not Wilson kuow that?
Does not Wilson know that of all
our unreliable and undesirable
citizens the politician is the one
most universally distrusted? If

ico, asfalls’to the Iot of very,

very fcw. He KNEW that Mexi-
co could have no peace as long as
absentee landlords were permitted
to own estates often comprising
millions of acres, and it was his
duty to tell the American people
that, and tell it straight.  That
duty he, politician that is,
dared not perform. I have spe-
cialized on Mexico, and to me our
President’s whole course toward

Mex

he

Mexico has been a lie.

In mv judgment our President’s
entire eourse in the matter of this
Furopean war has been a lieja
foolish lie that  began  with a
frantic, peacesat-any-price ap-
peal to the nation  to abstain
from all public discussion of the
war.  What folly could have been
greater than that appeal, for who
observed it?  The war is a most
monstrous crime, involving the

I'o me, at least, the man
worth  his
to whao

lions.
who does not find 1t
while to investigate as
was responsible for that crime is
a characterless creature, cold asa
jelly-fish, indiffernt to  human
suffering as a spider.  Yet Wilson
is now declaming that men and
nations without character are not
worth their salt!

I cannot believe Wilson's cons-
tantly-repeated vociferations that
ite is nat playing politics, Heis:
wmost shrewdly; with @ wmaster
haund. Hispolitical appointments,
caleulated carfully to catch the
vot of otherwise hostile sections,
alone would vrovye it.

By the way, our readers should
get "The,  Saturday Frening
Post,” if only’ fnr the sake of
Blythe's story, A Western War-
wick.,” Many of our leading
writres are doing the finest kind
of revolutionary work. in stories
and especial articles, but it seems
to wie that Blythe hits hardest. .
No newspaperman knows the in-
side of politics more thoronghly
than he does, and T donot heleive
any thougthtful person can read a
A Western Warwick” whithout
losing. once and for ever, all con-
fidence in politicians. Surly “a
consttmmation deboutly to be
wished.”

Here is the point.  For more
than a century we have been try-
ing this futile experiment of gett-
ing somehow-—by a thousand
hooks but still more by ten thou-
sauds crooks—the majorities by
which to compel the helpless mi-
norities to do our bidding. Al-
wavs we have hoped to govern,
and always we have found our-
selves the ones actually governed.
Seeking to rule have be-
wrotten rulers who hold us helpless
in a net of steel. Of all delusions
that which Herbert Spencer call-
ed “The Greut Iolitical Supersti-
tion" is by far the most injurious
today and nowhere does it hold
the people more in thrall than
here in the United States, which
is, as vet, State Socialistic to the
core. There is the real egemy;
around that standart the battle
roval has to be faught: for with-
out the politicians our present
social inequalities would be wip-
ed out of existence in a hurricane

we

he does not know it he may be of publiéindiﬂnatiou. So slender

President of the United States
but hic is an ass; he mayv have
been at the head of 2 noted uni-
versity but he should be still in
the Kindergrarten class.
Personally I am far too susceoe
tible to fine words and those dec-
lamatious on bebalf of individuale
ism and liberty which Wilson,
like.alas! every capable politician,
has always on his tongue. . 1 find
it hard to read coldly his appeals
to honor. couragu. sclf—restramt-

. al record they rm«r 10 me false._
: Presxdent Wl son had such au
'opportumtv. in 'thc mat er of

xs the prop that holds the entire
Temple of Mammon from collaps-
mg'

“All the world outside of Am-
ericaisonfire.” says Presdent Wil
son, and hewould have us .un-
derstand that this country, with
its statue of Liberty and its devo-
tion to lofty ideals of individual
freedom—for so he insistently
presents ;it—is  the excepnon
To .me that- pxcturc. pamted

thh mﬁmte care. is one hugehe.

iy- matenahsuc
\lmwhty < Dolla
m

Smited.

" to bea row over

seething volcano ~of - uolenth

- naturall “the
eruptive d:scontent ‘and will’ res y ;

of thc

main so for ‘many years to come.. -

It has become so corrupted by the
warfare of politics—a cowardly -
warfare, the chief weapon in-
‘which is the lie=that it cannot
think straight; cannot shake off
the disease of fooling itself; can-
not take broad, cosmopolitan
views; talks, as Wilson talks, of
“*America for Americans,” which
is as if I should say, *'Owen for’
Owen, and the rest may go to
Hell.,” A primitive, tribal, vil-
lage view of life; bred into us by
the partimanship of politics and
fatal to trnth and genwine pro-
Irress. !

War is a terrific business, and
calls for terrific language. T'hese
are war times, in  the United
States as clsewhere. You cannot

makes me heart- ’l‘hc Mc—
Namara ‘case -me, of such
trivial lmport cne” that 1 only
threw it an o;umonal word, and
it fxlls mewuh dcsp.ur to observe
how,; even at ‘lua late date, every-
thmg wntten about attracts. at-
tention,’ The most msngmhcmnt of
sklrmlshes m the great revolu-
tionary \trugglc which rages all
around’ us! The’ "most meamng-
less of, mcndents inasinuch as it
was not-a. stroke for principle and
served onI) to boo'at into notoriety
the “'L.os . Angeles ‘Times,” a lot
of proht-seckmg lawyers and a
swarm of - hangers-on. For ex-
ample, Emma Goldman, a pro-
fessed prnchcr of individual Nb-

nuesuon even more nmportant b
cauec on:m. nsue hangs the. dcu-

1mmense ‘step forward in'thie di- 7
st stalwart rection of a.true; “indu

rialism,
with:all

orlapse into ‘militarism;

the slavery a military phrlosophy,
vand a mllxtarv regune cntml

- T:»ke' no
thon Woodrow V

less a personage
"ilson, President

- of the United States, who only a..

few weeks ago made a great
speech "in which he "denounced
paternal governmentsand declar-
éd that he neither: wished torule
over others mnor be ruled by
them—which  is'the position of
the Anarchist. Look how Wil-
son is drifting back and back to-
ward that very. paternalism he
anathematized; away from Jeffer-
onian Democracy, with its motto
that the g.'ovcrnmcnt which gov-
erns least is best, and toward
State Socialism of the rankest
tvpe. Today events have forced
him out of the smug security
of vague generalizations and into
the arena of actual fight—that
arena from entering which ninty-
nine . hundreth of our so-called
revolutionists still shrink. Wil-
son has been forced to takea
stand; to side with the idea of a
stronglv centralized, all-embra-

pick up a paver without reading erty, who is supposed to teach cing government, or to put his

tack on property; some ship blown
up in harbor, some plant dyna-
I do not believe that this
is all the work of German sym-
pathizers. I know that there is
an enormous army of discontent

eagrerly-ready to snach at the
first excuse for violence that

comes to hand. I know that
terrific causes have brought that
army to birth, and I hold that
those causes have to be exposed
in uncompromisingly plain lan-
guage, They are not to be sides
stepped or burried in a smother
of politfcal clap-trap and profes-
sorial blarney.

Well then, since (here is bound
this “Prepar-
edness,” whvy not make it the
devil of a row; one that shall
penetrate every household in the
land and force even the most in-
different to think? It can be
done if we will " stop potteting”
away our time.on’ uon-essentxals.
Take Wilson at his word and say:

which Socialists Loi0 000 misers of untolid mil-##n account of some furious at- that the attempt to govern men is

at the root of social troubles.
Wkat, I ask, had that lady to do
with a closed ~shop conflict,
wherein certain workmen hired
out the jobof attacking other
workmen because they would not
join the Union? Or Clarence
Darrow, who professes to bea
follower of ‘I'vlstoy, and whose
book,'*Resist not Evil.” isbeing
boomed by ‘‘Everyman.”?

*This Jack of discrimination fills
me with despair; for: without the
capacity to discriminate all tal-
ents and all encrgies are worse
than useless. The Mexican Rev-
olution is evidently a thousand
times more important than any
trades union’ qnarrel could ever
hope to be, for:it challenges bold
Iy the r:ght of a -privileged few:
to corner our “joint’ hentaze. the’
earth and,: ch:’ﬂlengmg that, it
strikes 1rectlr<kt the: hcart ‘of all’
‘are bayonet-prop d government-

foot down and oppose it, tooth
and nail.  Of course he has chos-
en'the former course.  What law-
yer really wishes that the influ-
ence of the legal fraternity shall
be diminished? What politician
desires to curtail the power of the
machine he owns and operates?
Therefore, Wilson has turned
rightabout, and today heis in
favor of a ‘“'Preparedness” pro-
gram he would have bhranded a
year ago as militarism incarnate,
But it is especially in connection
with the Mexican problem that
he is striding with seven-leagued
boots toward reaction of the most
virulenttype. The Pan-Awmerican
Scientific Congrress drewa speech
from him that tore away the
mask and revealed to all the
world exactly where he stands.
He is in favor of a rrig::mtit. pol-
icing. scheme, that-shall insure
tranquillity to North and South
America by suppressing revolu-
tinns. - OF that policing force the
United States necc.\mrily the
head, and its prime object will
be, as the New Orle:me “Pimes
Picayune’ *well puts it,- ‘‘to stran-
-ple popuhr risings reg":rdlcks of
thexr motlvc 'md “necessity,”” and
‘to guarantee “the - permanence of

“Yes, we agree with you; the supported, artlflual and unnat- things - as thev are and not as

country is in the danger of inva-
sion. We must gather up ALL
our resources, for without them

we can not make adequate defense. olution; still ignorant, still grop- an
Where are those resources; the ing in the dark, but wiser and peace of the American,

ural eystem of monopoly It is,
in' almost every “feature,.a repto-
ducnon ot the great French Rev-

thev ought to be."
N4
leeon urges the adoption of

agreement necessary to the
that no

-

oreat natural wealth of this rich larger in its aims, thanks to the State of either continent will per-
continent, which we shall have to accumulated knowledge ~of the mit revolutionary expeditions a—

draw upon at every step? - In the
hands of a few mllhonaxres"

past century. The ‘French Rev-
olution was an event of para-

gainst another State to be fitted
out on its territory, and that they
will prolublt the exportation of

What are they doing there? Take mount because of permanent im- the munitions of war for the pur-

thea out! What is all this skill~
ed and unskilled labor
Working for these same million-
aires. Set them free.
whole land and money system so
radically that every one shall
have the chance of working for
himself and getting a real stake
in the country he is called on to
defend.
cy talk. If you want the decks
stripped for action, strip them.
If you realy want your men fit for
any fight that may come along,
losc not a moment in encourag-
ing them to -get into fighting
trim. They won't tumble over-
one another to give their lives for
Wall Street, os for the sort of
fellows who are running vour
sweatshops. If you mean busi-

ness, get down to it. If you are lives have been “sacrificed in that considerable

going to do thing at all, do it
throughly.  And don't imagine
‘that you can confine conscription
to the mere’ laborer's flesh and
blood.
fiscation is in order.”

No; | am not1n favor of mini-
mising the danger. I amin favor

of ringing the alarm bell loudand ~hurch that fo

strong. I agree with our’ Presi-

doing?

portance. It marked the passing
of another milestone and all._ the
scenery changed. So will it be
upheaval now taking place in
Me\lco.

Great land monopolists ‘have

ished as they never have beeu pun-
ished since the French masses

turned on  their  privileged
nobility. American losses
alone - are pliced * at $300,

000,000. For five years past

United  States troops have lined
the border, d:ul) looking tor the
cali toarms. A United States
fleet has shelled one of Mexico's
chief seaports and bundreds of

one eplsode alone. The cabin-
ets of evervcwnlued country have

been perturbed mcreasmgly by
the thredtening . ‘spectre of a na-

all that our dxplomats. wedded to
exploxtatlo' of the " weaker peo-
ples id most “sdcred.” A proud

things with ‘an’iron_hand has

pose of supplying revolutionists
agamst neighboring govern—

ents.” ‘Those were his  very
“ords, and he justified them by

Alter your with its legitimate successor, the jngisting that they were necessary

to “‘not only the international
peace of America, but the domes-
tic peace of America. If Ame-
rican States.” he said “are cons-
tantly in ferment, if anyn of
them are constantly n ferment,

This is no time for Nan- peen driven into exile and pun- there will be a standing threat to

their relations with one another.”
There. if you like, is a Peace-at-

any-price program for you.
There, if you Jike, 1is a
declaration that present

conditions must be maintained at
any cost. I have had that speech
before me several da)s. and the
more I have thought into it the
more infamous does it apear to me.

To its great cred:t be it said a
portion ~ of even
the Democretic  press has

taken the alarm. the Brooklsn
~**Eagle’” reminds the President that
the cause of liberty ‘‘has alv.ays de-
pended on outside purchases of arms.

""A hole lot of othier con- yign that stiddenly - has turned on No phase of tyranny, no matter how

gross. could be . checked if the tvrant's
minmons had machine ssuns and' no mo-
dern weapons were available for pa-
triots.’’ Moast properly ‘“The Outlook’’

er forget that their own national life

dent that the world has broken found -its authontyuscattered to Was born in the throes of a revolution,

iato flames. andl opine that un-
less ~we move: promptly onto
a wster—whlchl méans a- more

Examine’ this combi-
rselves if it

the. wmdsv
nation aqd ask
does not prese it

and they.can never take wmmgly a
position of opposition or even indiffe-
‘rence to those who in deepcratxon. un-

- Wichita
‘**Eagle’” aske- “Whnt if-. lhe United .
Sutes had been unable to secure muni-

».uons from !-‘rarrce in’ 1776"" and the

ncludmg our owu, was ruunded by force

'_l'he ume hag'not arnved when the peo-

b pempir Kt

b foar zas 2004

REDENEMAUH IS proguedad
Sei beends bawigus Plees Mnin

! $ Cuhn was rcscucu f rom -
oppresslon by force. -; ‘Force alone over-

thre,w sul! wore recem.ly, Castro in Ve-
‘In ull.
_of '.hese mcent |nutancos the" overlhmw

‘was applnudod by the: :American people,

The despotism - in - Mexico, - whlch had "+

ceased to be benevolent and was guilty
of gnewous wrongs ngnmst humnmtv.
could not have becn smashed without
the resort to arms:
its place. For Americans do not have
to be told that it is possible, under Re-
pubhcnn forms of goverment, to set up
régimes as despotic and corrupt as pro-
vailed 1n medieval times,””

As a matter of cold, hard fact the

whole of this Pan-American scheme is’

a thoroughly undemocratic proceeding,
and no one should be able to recognize
that more clearly than President Wilson.
Representatives  of  widely-seattered
countries, most of them neurer _neigh-

bors' to  Europe than us, nre
conxed into coming to Whash-
ington  and formulating a  paper
plan. In trath they need no conxing,

for all of them are politicians, nnd pol-
iticians invariasbly jump at anything.
that will bring them into print. Then
they calmly wnnounce that their re-
spetive countries are unitedly in favor
of our Presmdent’s wise plan, and  they
formulnte a tyeaty by which they pro-
fess to bind millions of their subjects
who never leard of it and probably
never will,  What nauseating humbuy!
What appalling hypocrisy on the part
of i man who today is on the stump,
mouthing  his loynlty to democratic
principles and  bepging  the  people
to make him their magistrate once
more, precisely beenuse he is so loyal!

Whenever I am tempied to betvail my
lot T pull myself up by thanking Gad that,
whatever other sins may lic at my door,

I at least am not a politichan.  No  good
can come of entrusting power to these pro-

No

can

fessional “T'urn. comts. business, na-

tional or individual, prosper when
entrusted to men cynically devoid of prin-
cciple.  And it is in the sidesteppings, the
twistings, the catering to opportunism, of
politicians as we know them that we can
read the inevitable failure of the whale
State Soculist philosophy.  To our politi.
cians all existing forms of social iniquity
T'o

look for protection, and find it, our

politicians Dives, staggering  beneath his
load of loot, runs for shelter, and is hous-
el On our politicians militarism  relies
for thut cnormous  system of compulsory
taxation which cnables them to plunge inmo
and conduct their wars.  Lifc is a serious
business, to be conducted by men  keenly
conscious of the responsibilitics resting ¢n
them. - Politicians arc the last of men 0

beso classified, and all who nave any
practical knowledg of politics will indorse
that statemen.

Wit

KEEP OUT OF
MEXICO!

Collector of Customs John b.
FEliott issued a statement on the
Mexican-American crisis today.
Mr. Elliott is very closely in
touch with the government. His
office here represents the execu-
tive branch of the government in
this section.

it is felt, therefore, that the
following statement representsthe
kevnote of thegovernment's views °
on the situation. Mr. Elliott is
in very close touch with the situ-

ation, as hie has under his direct
supervision over 200 miles of
American-Mexican houndary:
STATEMENT OF
COLLECTOR

Mr Elliott’s statement follows:

““T'he killing of nincteen Am-
ericans by bandits in Mexico is a
very deplorable affair. The death
of numerous Americans in that
country during the past three
years' strife there has been a mat-
ter of deep concern and regret.
Fvery one must feel the fullest
sympathy for the bereft relatives

C. OWEN.

nturies ruled - reminds him that “Amencans will nev- and friends of these latest vic-

tims.

“However, what is the answer?
Have not all persons in this coun
try been fully. warned, time and
again, to stay out of Mexico un-
til order is restored there?
‘not all Americans aware that life
is oot safe there? Has the Unit-
‘ed States yet told any one that it

~xs safe to go to’ Mexico? It has
. Then "why do they go?

\Vhy are the)' in such haste to
rush into known danger.  Only to
make money in Mexlco. of course.

- Andisthat a cause that should agr

fermatin

-Another may take:

Are

tate S SO. much 2 Is ther any one :
“bold cnough to nsqert opcnly that
“the cm;'ens of the ‘United States
should be \\'l“ln[., ‘to shed thexr
blood ina war w1th Mexico in
order to malrc it safe for him to
go there and ‘make money'?” Yet
that'is exactly what all this hue

and cry about ‘It i time to pro-
tect Americans and American in--
terests in Mexico,” and ‘It is.
high time for the United States
to intervene in Mexico,” ect.,
means., . :
QUESTIONS

INTERVENTION
*'Let those who are not willing
to stay out of Mexico untill the
trouble is over there tell us exact-
Iy what ‘intervention’ ‘means.
They call very loudly for ‘inter-
vention,” but carefully avoid ex-
plaining what is to follow ‘inter-
vention.” I do not believe one
person in 10,000 in this country
wants war with Mexico.  The
people know ‘intervention’ means
war. amd war means the death of
thousands of Americans from
builets amd  disease that would
attend a military invasion of the
southern republic,
it
forenonn picnic to subdue a coun-
try of certain courage, and un-
doubted pride of nationality, that
hias been living by the rifle and
the sword for nearly five vears
now. to them-
selves, it would mean all the mis-
ery and horror of war to our en-
listed men, who would be ordered
there] and to those left at home.
It would mean the carned, deep
fixed hatred of our country by
Mexico for half )
perhaps fonger.
“Having subdued the Mexicans
by means steet and lead—and we
could, of course, o that—we
should have to keep them sub-
dued that wav., Are weprepared
for that—to maintain our will in
Mexico with the cannon and bay-
onct for no one knows how long
to come?

MEXICO HAS RIGHT

Jesides all of that,
no right to do it!  In the name
of all that is sacred in liberty,
has ot Mexico the right to fight, -
stay and bleed hersell nearly to
death in order that her hard
questions may be settled—if she
prefers to do it that way?  We,
in these United States, were
quick enourh to resent interfer-
ence by outsiders when we were
hichting the bloody contest be-
tween the states of the Union in
1561-65.  We struck at anyone
then who started to intyfere in
our fight.  Whvy not grant to
Mexico that same right o settle
its own internal differences? [
apree with those who say that
Americans might best show their
patriotism in these days by stay-
ing  strictly away from places
that are knoown to be dangerous
and where their presence might
cause trouble and invelve this
country in great dificulties—per-
haps drag his countrymen into a
war. andall that that entails.

“For nearly five years there
has been practicaly a reign of
terror in Mexico. comparable in
many ways to the French revolu-
tion in cause and effect. Kvery
sane persom kinows such a deep-
seated revulsion as this in Mexico
cannot be quickly settled by any
human awency. No power on
earth can restore tranquillity in
Mexico short of a considerable
lenght of time.  General Carran-
za cannot do it, nor anyone else,
in a day, a week or a month.
Then why not stay out of that
country until peace and order is
fullv restored.

OVER KEEN FOR MONEY.

. N
Remember, would be no

Bestdes death

a century and

we have

“*Only those who are over keen
to make money out of Mexico are
anxious to go there now. And
this spirit is hardly one—bearing
in mind how Mexico has already
been so shamelessly plundered
and bled by certain selfish inter-
est—to call us to arms.

“Let those who loudly: shout
‘intervention’ tell us just exactly
about what is meant by ‘inter-
vention.” and what will follow it.

"It has required great patience,
not only on the part of President
Wilson, but all Americans, to en-
dure all that has occurred acress
_the international boundary to the
south, but isn’t Patience, mixed
with- Common Sense, the best
thing to use in this case? If not,
what is better? Let those who
think there is somethmg better
stop shoutmg mtervennon and
tell us what s to follow mter-
veation.’ "

("Los ‘\ngeles I}\'emnz Herald"
—a He arst. paper.)
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