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Are Oul Of Date. 
Let us not deceive ourselves 

with words, or throw our breath 
to the winds by talking about 
fraternity, Fraternity cannot ex-
ist in such a society as this. Be-
fore it can quicken into birth we 
must pass through tbe throes of 
a terriíic struggle for the estab-
Jistnhent of something that shall, 
at least, aproxímate justice, and 
those throes shall be long and 
agonizing. Already we have 
their beginnings in the Mexican 
Revolution and the great Europ-
ean war, 

And the United States, numbed 
,into insetisibility by the fine 
phrases on whích it is fed as-
siduouslV) tliinks it can escape 
those throes! The Unit.d States 
of all the countries in the world! 

During the last six months of 
en torced leisure I hive IHVII ab'e 
to renew mv acquíiíntíince with 
the reyoluHonarv masters wlióse 
wri.tings finj<l !<i" with enthusi-
asm and set m • aiil-ze with ín-
dignatiotí ponie forty rears ag". 
By the liyht of tln- rxperience 
gained during thosf >ears 1 have 
Striven lova'lv tu. p.iss those «vnt 
ingM under ceiis"ri'>us revii'w: to 
uneartli sopliiKtrji-s l hit might 
htrk b»hind th m; to pick out 
flaws that tniyht hring tnmblíng 
to (he ground t}ie éntire fabric 
which liad seemed to me logica-
Jly irresistible. , I could not find 
them. 

AH the hard things Froudhon 
and B-ikunin, Tolstov and Her-
bert Spencer. our own Tucker and 
other illustrinus 'writer« whose 
líame is' 'Legión", have had to 
say respecting offi'cial authorir-
arianism and the State, have 
been proved up to tlie hilt during 
the last forty years, und the 
record is now being writteu in 
flaming letters of blood on the 
battlefields of Europe, Asia Mi-
nor and África, All that the 
great socia.list writers have had 
to say about the monstrosities of 
our capitalistic. or, tospeak more 
accurately, our monopolístic sys-
teni, pales ¡uto nothingness be­
sóle the grim realitv.. 

Henrv George's main conten-
tiou, that what we cali "Pro-
gress" actually baget» instead of 
extermina ting poverty, staiids 
today bevond all ivwsilñlity of 
refutati'ti. It isonlyin'the most 
industria lly-advanced countries 
that metí figlit like wolves for 
the privileg» of work ing to en-
rich some iiKister. It is onlv in 
such countries that, apart from 
earthquakes or other exceptional 
catastrophes, men and women 
liabitually die of hunger. These 
are the real tests; tests that all 
the eloquence that ever hypno-
tized bemuddled audiences can 
neVer upset, 

Think also of the real meaning 
of such spurts of prospetity as we 
still enj'iy; here and thore, and 
from time to time. There is 
much real suf fering, for example, 
in San Francisco, and it giyes 
rise repeatedly to sporadic out-
breaks of generally sens^less vio­
lence. But after fire and earth-
quake had altnost swept that 
city from the map, tiuvs were 
«plendid, What did that mean? 

Át this nioment times are com-
parativély good in the United 
States, and everyone knows that 
it is due to the European war, 
which is destroying property a-
liout fasfer than labor, with all 
the machinery we employ today, 
can reproduce it, What does 
that m an? 

It means that our industrial 
and coinm'rcial systetu, being 
based on palpable ab-.uidities, has 
reached the absurd climax of be­
ing able to thriye, of being able 
to exist only by destruction. 

Facts preach with an eloquence 

no human pen or tongue can ri­
val. Articles and speeches that 
breath fire and thundei are, in 
my opinión, a ridiculous waste of 
effort, for readers and audiences 
justly conclude that those who 
advíse violenceshouldbe the ones' 
to risk the doing it. But thous-
ands of the unemployed in this 
country realized, by their own 
most acute experience, that such 
a fire as visited San Francisco 
was to them a Godsend and they 
drew there from a general con 
clusion, from which strange fruit 
will yet be garnered. Â similar 
conclusión, but on a vastly larger 
scale' is being reached today by 
thousands of sober-minded Ame­
rican workingmen who under-
stand that they owe their present 
prosperíty to the appalling des­
truction of property wrought by 
the European war. , * 

The upholders of the existing 
system, with the wage slaverv 
and dépendéney on the job which 
it involves by its monopoiy of the 
means of production and distribu" 
tion, only'make thetnselves ridi­
culous when they cry out against 
the destructive tendencies of the 
modern worker. Who else bnt 
they are teaching him, alike by 
word or" deed, that jobs depend on 
getting rid.asspeedily aspossible, 
of the existing product? When 
tons of fish are dumped into the 
sea do vou, expect the man who 
makes his li'ving by catching fish 
to fcel indigqant? Are carpen-
ters and masons and iron wor­
kers likely to weep when buil-
d ingsgoup iu smoke, Dont all 
the dealers want US to wear out 
our clothes and smash our iurni-
ture to pieces, and use up extra-
vagantly a thousand things we 
do not want? We are all in the, 
$ame boat, because we are all 
members of a decadent system 
which h is reached the in-
sane condition of being able to 
maintain itself only by svstem-
atic and~habitual destruction, 

This propaganda ot destruc­
tion, taught by example, daily 
and hourly, in every walk of life, 
has saturated all modern thought, 
and its inher.ent viciousness is on­
ly now beginning to be under-
stood, It has révived militarism. 
and on an unpresedentedly col-
colosal scale, for war is obviously 
the most effective of all destroy 
ers. And naturally in reviving 
Militarism, which.is violence or-
ganized by the State, it has giv-
en enormous ímpetus to violence 
by the individual! and I suppose 
it would be safe to say that fully 
a million ofour population would 
be thrown out of employment ií, 
by some miracle, deeds of indi­
vidual violence were suddenlv to 
stop. How would it fare with 
the poor detectives, and thecourt 
officials and lawyerg, to say noth-
ing of the mob that makes its 
little bit out of Societies for the 
Suppression of Vice? Do these 
people really hate and despise 
the criminal, as thev brofess to? 

No; necessarily they adore hinj 
and hug him to their hearts as 
the tneal ticket that stands be-
tween them and starvation. 
What a wallow of hypbcricy! 

'. Look at it from anotlier angle, 
Why does the American work-
ingman vote stoh'dly/electiori af-
ter election, for that preposterous 
humbug called Protection, whích 
obviously the uudemocratic tax-
ing of the many for the enrich-
ment of the privíleged few? The 
answer is that he does so because 
he is ínterested in destruction, 
and taríffs are among the most 
ingenious destrovers yet deyised. 
They stop us from getting things 
where t'tftey/£r¡row naturally or can 
be produced' with little labor, and 
forcé us to ket them where they 
must bé raised artificially by the 
expediture Of much otherwise un-
necessarv. ' Like landlords they 
check production; they destroy, 
and by destfoying they créate 

m>re jobs. What a wallow of 
stupidity! The stupidity of try-
ing to balance the social pyramid 
o í an apex of restriction instead 
of setting it down, firmly and 
squarely, on its natural basis of 
freedom, 

Yes! our commercia] classfvvhat 
is called in JSurope the "bourgeoi-
sie") has made a most hopeless 
mess of governing, for when a 
system has to destroy its own 
work liabitually in order to keep 
going» that svstem already has 
the death rattle in itsthroat, and 
no heroic remedy can save it. 
What morecheerful message than 
this could pne announce? How 
could I better encourage those 
who are clamoring for change 
than demonstrating to them that 
the present regime of destruction 
js ever now lying on its death-
bed? 

But what is to come after? 
Ah! there's the rub. There's the 
respect that puzzle? the will and 
makes all these nnbearable cala-
mities of so long life. There's 
the great problem we should be 
straining every nerve to sol ve; 
for, unless we keep our wits about 
us, an even worse successor may 
slip into the dead man's shoes. 
Let us consider. 

When a new set of rulers fails 
(and viewed bistorically, our 
present commercial rulers are 
newcomers of the rankest type) 
the "Oíd Guards" whom those 
rulers thrust from power always 
step promptly to the front» eager 
to seize th,e helm once more, 
Feudalism today is very much 
alive, and all our landed ari«toc-
racies are still convinced that 
they can govern far better than 
does the trading class. The Ro­
mán Catholic church is very 
much alive, and if that Church 
exist for anything it is to-g'bvern, 
And do not imagine for one nio­
ment that the military, headed 
by Germany's War Lord have 
not had their heads turned bv 
the same towering ambition. 

Let a big business house iail, 
and there is a furious scramblo 
for the trade it previously enjoy-
ed. Let a natioa be thrown into 
uproar, as México has been, and 
the scramble is still more furious. 
Let a world-wide system go to 
smash, and the ambitious ins-
tantly unchained are boundless.. 
Nevertheless there are people 
who believe that the present Eu­
ropean war will be succeeded 
shortly by a lastirvg peace! , 

For example, the Kaiser. Ño 
one understands more clearly thart 
do the Kaiser, ánd the milítarist 
dique bebind him, how hopeless-
ly the present system has broken 
down, They cannot help under-
standing; for capitalism, which 
turned a cold shoulder to them 
when it was strong, enough to 
snap its fingers at all enemies, 
has run to them for protection in 
these latter days, when the pro-
letáriat is growling at its door, 
The military'stand toward cipi-

'talism today precisely as the Pre 
torían Guard stood toward the 
Settate oligarchy when the Ro­
mán Empire was tottering to its 
fall. Sumnioned, like them, to 
protect capitalism tóday, militar­
ism will díctate to its employers 
tomorrowj and nominate its own 
man for emperor the day after. 
Howeyer hot the present frying 
pan may be,.' we do not want to 

~jurop~as, in my opinión, the un-
foftunate Germans have jump-
ed—into that infinitely militarv 
fire. Ujider no stress of circum-
Stances can we afford to rehabilí­
tate the Caesars or brjng back 
the Man on horseback. 

How bitterly the bourgeoisie 
has hated the clergfy, and how 
increasingly it has found it pe-
cessary to seek the clergy's aíd, 
to tranquilice the people! There-
by a thousand clerical ambítions 
haye been resúscitated, and once 
more the Román; catholic Churclí 

dreátüs oí fééotféflügí thai Woú¿ 
power she exercised for centuriesi 
when the forefathers of the Ho-
henzollerns & Hapsburgs were 
still roaming the woods, mere 
savages. But that brought us 
the Dárk Ages, and no one, out-
side of the clergv and their more 
fanatical adherents, wants the 
Dark Ages back again. 

We owe the bourgeoise, how-
ever, an evén greater debt, for 
they brought the world from the 
ideal, which always sets up íalse 
alters for our immolation to the 
real, which is ouronetrue friend. 
They believed, as reahsts, in the 
enjoyment of this lite, and they 
threw the doors wide open to 
scientific investigation and hu­
man ingenuity, inviting them to 
enlarge, at every point possible, 
the opportunities for enjoying 
life. Thereby they brought into 
existence all that marvelous ma­
chinery forministering to human 
wants which is at once this age's 
proper glory and its problem. 

Enjovment of life, far greater 
than we haye known as yet, is 
precisely what we want. On 
that the priest, who sets uo as-
cetisism as the ideal, has always 
frowned. We want all the ma­
chinery human ingenuity can 
devise, that we may become more 
masters of life; and our quarrel 
with the bourgeoise is not be-
cause it introduced machinery but 
because, false to its former as-
sertions of the Rights of man, it 
has monopolized it. What we 
did not want was to remain slaves 
of the autocratic State, doomed 
for all time to break onr backs 
over the wooden plow. Under 
the rule of King and feudal lord, 
of warrior and priest, that had 
been our fate foruntold centuries. 
It would have been our fate to­
day but for the valiant part play-
ed by the bourgeoisie of France 
only a little more than a century 
ago. 

No; we cannot go back to the 
rule of the soldier, for his trade 
is death^ and we are struggling 
for a larger'life. 

We cannot go back to the rule 
of the priest, for he exists only 
to sacrifice us to an unprovable 
ideal, and our existence has been 
one long hell of sacrifice. 

We cannot go back to the au-, 
thoritarian State, for that com­
bines the cruelty of priest and 
soldier, 

These castes, with the institu-
tion to which they naturally gave 
birth, belong to the past, sternly 
and unflincliingly, toward the fu-
ture. We are, first and foremost, 
material beings, and we are now 
on the verv threshold of the 
struggle of all the ages — the 
struggle for universal material 
freedom. If the bourgeoisie, 
clinging to their special privi-
leges, throw themselves into the 
embrace of Army, Church and 
State, so much the worst for 
them. 

W M , C. ÓWEN. 

rf i f i i iWii , , 

wéíe in ttiarked disfavor. Ca- ihe papef just assoortas We can to ha?e art oíd pass from tbe t 
rranzaproceededtócapitalizethis arrange for its further'publica- S. MarshaU's office thatúúi 
discontent by promoting, thru his tion. 
paid agitators, a series of strikes " T h e International Propagan-
and striving to show what he da Group of Chicago, 1605 Mil -
could do for them. He used all waukee Ave." 
the power at his commandtowin 
the strikes in their favor and 
this became so common that they 
actually forgot themselves in the 
belief thatCarranza wasín earnest. 

One strike in particular was 
characteristic of Carranza's pol 

RUSSIAN BALL. 
And entertainment, given by 

the L. A. Relief Society for ¡í^ 
Russian Political Refugees To 

used to see Ricardo when he 
Enrique were in jail. Thatsetll' 
ed it; the minions seeing (li 
ñame "Magon" on the pajil 
seized Maria and threw her 
jail, charged with petty lateen!, 
altho one of the detectives \k 
self told her that this was otl] 
an artífice, and that she wasra> 
ly being held for the papersil»] 

icy to ensnare the workers into a n d E e x i l e s . Saturday Oct, 2J, 
h i s t rap . Tha t was the Longr- 8. p. m, at F L O W E R C L U B 
shoremen's strike at Veracruz. H A L L . , 1720 S. Flower St. 
He set his agents to work and Sudes of political prisons and rev-
promoteas t r ikefor the8hourdav olutionists will be shown. Rus-
and double pay. I t was wón in sian costumes will be worn.. Buf-
less than no time and with fet and Russian meáis, 
the protection lent the strikers, Admissíon 25 cents. 
they became elated with their „ ,.,• . » . 
"chief". 

Anxious for the support of the 
workers, Carranza was willing to 
do anvthing for them except get With Warrcn K. Billings now convict-
off their backs. So, observing ed by. an M. and M. jury and semenced to 
their hostile attitude towards the spend the test of his life in prison, the 
catholic church that had aecursed n e x t ¡n Hne for the gibhet ¡s Thomas J. 
them for so long, he instituted a Mooney. We are infortned that the date 

Our Frisco Prisoíiers. 

avoid scandal Matia (¡an 
the ñame of "Margarita Ortep' 
and the next day the presseaw 
out with the story that the papen 
in her possession revealedaplolit 
start a revolution in Lower 
fornia. As if she werek# 
municado, no one was allowe ,̂ 
see her the next day until ah 
ney J. I I . Ryckman was calM 
Her bond was fixed at $500, «i| 
iust before beine releaseásheiíl 
called into the Bertillion moni 

.and brutally assaulted bythm 
plain clothes mercenaries. UpJ 
refusingr to seat on a bed, ther 
pounced upon her and heMber 
by forcé while they took herfy* 
ture. Then they proceeded tt| 
measure everv part of her bodj 

to be set on the i6th of fnially taking her fingers prinlil 
in about a dozen different papenj 

high-handed »nd forcing her to sign them. 
And this is free 

campaign of house cleaning a- for n ¡ 8 tr¡ai 
gainst .it, more so because the t n ¡ s raomh, 
church has ever sided with the Outrageous and 
cietificos, the bitterest foesof Ca- as the conviction of Billings is, And this is free America, pro-
rranza, altho in reality his enmity little better can be expected for Kressiye California and glorio»! 
towards it is not so strong, as de- Mooney, Mrs. Mooney, Nolan and L o ? A n £ e l e s ! 

monstrated by the foliowing, ut- Weinberg, all of them being ac- While Maria's Trial hadbeei 
terances thru one of his general», tive and devoted fighters in the s e t f o r t l i e 1 0 t h o f this mofltJi, 

While Maria's Trial 
set for the lOth 

Elias Calles, governor of Sonora. ra„i£s of Labor, "which is the t h e farce W 1 S s o ridiculous and 
Cali es said, referring to some crime for which they are being the fitlure of the detectives ir I 
priests that had been expelled tried. Nothing will save these « o t o " e t \ F so dismal, that theía 
from that State: "Those priests comrades from the wrath of the w a s ^smissed before comtng te 
have been expelled after being r u ] i n í r c l a s s b u t a n a r o u s e d 
proved that they had conducted an WOrking class. 

Labor organizations, except for 
a few, have been criminally indif-
ferent in this case, but fortúnate-
ly as time passes the conspiracy 
of the law and order gang against 
the comrades is morer evident 
and the tide seems to be turning. 

trial. Such 
Authority. 

extraordinary and active cam-
paign in favor of the "científi­
co" party. I want all the world 
to know that the expulsión o¿ 
those ministers of God does not 
constitute an enmity of the cons-
titutionalist government towards 

are the houndso! 

R. G. C0X 

David Caplan. 
The triaf of comrade David Cap-

lan is to open again on the 16thol| 
the catholic religión. If the ca- But it will take herculean efforts to secure this month at 10 o'clock, on ti» 
tholic church desires to send hon- the i r and release t h e j:nternational Worken third floor of the oíd Coufthouse, 
est priests in substítution to those Defense League of San Francisco, which What the outeome of the trial 
expelled, the constitutionalist au- is d o i n g spiendid work for them needs all be is more than can be predicted, 
. . ! •*.; -.1 11 1^.^^^.™ A l « « " . . . . . r , . K l l f t i r a \r-r\r\m A o n U < i l t n í ¡..-i!.. 

the support that can be mastered for this 
fight. 

K. G. COX. 

but we know capitalist juitin. 
However one thing can he saídand 
it is that the attendanoe of labor i\ 
such triáis has a good deal todo 
with decisions, and we urge all of 
those who really valué the meaning 
of solidarity, and concern them-

As had been announceá, the ap- 8 e l v e s w i f ch t h e , f a t e of a t r u e «o|-
peal in the case of our comrades dlfr,of th° «volution to attend the 

King a n d " " c a 7 e r i to" anything Ricardo and Enrique Flores Magon ^ ™ t h a11 t h e frequenéy pos-
that will win his ends, even if he wa* to be reviewd by the court on Sl ̂  a p p e a l o f ^ ^ ^ 

thorities shall welcome them, 
and more, all priests coming to 
our territory shall be gladly re-
ceived and all facilities tendered 
them for the fulfilment of their 
mission." 

Tha t is the kind of "social re-
volutionist" that Carranza is, a 
typicaí politician, alwavs zigzag 

The Magon case 

has to contradict hímself at eve- the 2nd of October, but the neces-
ry turn as in the abovedase. Of sary money for the proceedings 
one thing Carranza is very care- not being raised up to that time, 
ful and that is to instruct his attorney Ryckman succeeded in 
mouthpieces and apologizers that having action deferred until the lst 
whatever good the people have of December, which will afford us 
accomolished is because of hjm another chance to raise the neces-
and his good government. When sary amount for the appeal. 
he sent his paid agitators around It ís to be hoped that those in-
preaching everything on the r a - terested in the freedom of 

gchmidt will also be decided iit 
month, and we earnestly hope ttul 
fate will be in his favor. 

». 0. C,, 

Carranza's WoM& 

The Real Carranza. 
(Continued from last issue.) 
But this also goes to show the 

extremes to which Carranza went 
to win his ends. It has been 
poínted out before, the despera-
tion in which he was after the 
break with Villa; with Huerta on 
one síde and Zapata on the other 
and with little support from the 
laboring clasSi as he did not un-
derstand their ways very well yet. 
But upon realizing their radical 
trend he went more than the l i -
mit, for he knew his salvation 
was there. , He not only sent his 
hosts of paid agitators to. preach 
socialism, industrial unionism and 
anarchy to the workers, but he 
actually fostered discontent and 
promoted strikes thru them to 
win the workers. to his side the 
quicker, as Villa at that moment 
was a keen competitor, being at 
the height of his carreer and 
therefore by far more popular 
with the masses than the "Firs t 
Chief". With the consciousness 
awakened among the masses in 
the course of the revolution, the 
masters and exploiters of all sorts 

Carranza seems tobe inateal 
exprés- bad way theee days; that decreto! 

dical calender to bait the workes, sfon will not forget the significance death to the strikers andtheirsya. 
these minions went about tellíngr of this case, for the decisión of that pathizera has had its echo and he 
the masses that the First Chief court will determine the future of should be realizing by now that he 
had ushered in an era of free the radical presa. The idea of be- has made a little mistake. 
thougth aud expression and that ing subject to the whims of a publie One of the strongest props that 
such thing could not be possible utility department official for what Carranca has in this country, aext 

we may care to say is hideous e- to the Wilson adminl8tration,Í8the 
nough, but to tolérate it is worse conservative labor element, and It 
still, and it will take no little effort particular the A. F. of L. But k 
to p u t a stop to this infamous in- f a m o U s decree savored íomuéef 
vasioh of our most common rights. the dark ages and his general atü* 
Money is necessary to carry this tude towards labor is so stupi . 
case thru and contributions should brutal of late, that even Sam Gomp-

ers sat up and took notice, burryhig 

without him 
(To be continued.) 

R. G- COX. 

The Alarm. 
We reproduce the following ex- b e g e n t t 0 

cerpts from a letter we received KATHERINE L. SCHMIDT, P. 
a while ago from the comrades of o . Box 935, Los Angeles, Cal. 
THE AivARM", and which,,among. 

other things» we had not printed 
forut ter lack of soace: 

"Owing to the fact that many 
of our most active comrades have 
left the city, the work of editing, 
mailing e t c , of T H E ALARM for 

R. G. C 

HARÍA MAGON A R T O 

to the Mexican members of th 
Mexican-American comission noi» 
in session in New London, to file hia 
protest, as shown by the press 
patch we reprint below: 

COMPERS PROTESTS 
TO MEXICAN EÜWOYSl 

ATLANTIC C'TY N. ).) Oct. 8.-| 

Authority never sleepsand her 
minions are ever on the watch 

thepas t four months has fallen for those who are in her disfavor. Gompers, president of theAmeriOu 
on a very few—three or four. Oa the 25th of September Maria Federation of Labor, carne heret» f 

"Under these circurastances the Magon, Ricardo'» Ufe partner, day to protest to the Mexicat 
paper is not doing its work as or went into a department store to members of the Mexican-Americot 
iginally intended. Not wishíng buy a pair of socks for Ricardo. Joint eommision against Gen. Cí« 
to blindfold ourselves or anyone While these were being wrapped rranza's attitude toward labor ««I 
else, we haye decided to suspend s n e w a s looking at other socks on nions in México, and to 
publication of T H E ALARM un- the counter when a woman spy American commissioners to take 
til such time as we shall be able aecused her of stealing them. thls phase into consideration in their 
to gather a good, "active Group Maria was all alone and cannot comferences with the Mexicans. 
once more to take «P the work speak English. Gompers's complaint was based 
with new enthusiasm and spirit. She was detained and in a few on a decree issued several méi 
Now, do not thínk this is a case minutes two detectives, a man ago declaring that partciipation ¡a 
of ' 'lie down" or failure. We a n d a woman, arrived. In the a strike was a treasonable act and 
simply want to conserve what mean time the store manager had providing that the death penalty 
streneth we have until such time released' her ' but ' the lackeys should be applied to any one stófc 
as other necessary elementa are grabbed her purse and started to ing or conspiring to strike. 
in working order. t search her. Among other insig- (From "The Times" October 9* 

"Loo¿ for the re-appearánejé of níficant papers, Maria happened 1916.) 
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