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ONLY MORAL STAMINA
-~ Finally Wing Out

If I knew that any man with whom
1 had dealings believed sincerely
that Might is Right, I should
sever relations immediately; for I
should feel positive that he would
feel’justified in breaking any a-
greement, and that he would rob
or murder me the moment he
thought it to his interest to doso.
I should feel positive that, if he
had it in his power, he would
start war unexpectedly on helpless
nations, violate treaties, blow up
passenger steamers, bombard de-
fenceless cities, drop bombs on in-
nocent crowds, rape women, bay-
onet children, and spread fire, fa-
. mine and pestilence broadcast,
with scientific efficiency. There-
by he would demonstrate his
Might, and he would justify him-
self by declaring his Might his
Right. Such a man would be, of
course an arca-demon, but appar-
ently he would find plenty of peo=
ple eager to acclaim him the Su~
perman.
This is the revolutionary ques-
tiott of the day, “*par excellence.”
So far as the revolutionary move-
ment is concerned everything else
pales into nothingness as compared
with the tact that it is today lean-
ing toward and, at least, coquett-
ing with this antiquated sophistry
that “Might is Right,” If that
continues all cofidence will be des-
troyed. all solidarity shattereds
all possibility of co-operation bur-
ied in the abyss of one of the old-
est and shallowest delugions that
ever tricked the human mind,
Withont mutual confidence there
can be no solidarity, and men -
nite only with those on whose
sense of honestv and justice they
hooe, at least, they can rely.

The revival of this dogma is,
indeed, a most serious reyolution
within the revolutionary mov-
ement 'itself; for it contradicts,
directly and violently, the teach-
ings of all the great revolutionary
writers. Hitherto our entire at-
tack has been on Might, for the
brutality with which it framples
Rigth beneath its despotic feet.
Hitherto our criticism of the
Church has been that it canonizes
triumphant Might, Hitherto our
indictment of the State has been
that the enly article in its moral
code has been, ‘‘Get. Might, no
matter how you get it,” Ilithere
to the seats of the Mighty have
been regarded as the goal of our
attack, Hitherto the Might of

tnoney, the Might of land monop- stand by them, even at the sacri- this world’
oly. the Might of the great pri- fice of lite itself-—as millions are
mary’ wrongs that reduce the doing today in Europe-—-isalways
masses to lelplessness, and thetee a force; whereas I consider the
by still hold humanity in chains, apparently-learned philosopher,

has been our special target. But who shiugs his shoulders at
‘ 1

today, if Might is really Right,

our movement is meaningless, our men, no force at all, Jt was Na-

agitation an absurdity amd our poleon who said that what ilgle;

occupation gone.

If Might is really the only of e British soldier, and Napo-
the leon wag a far deeper man than
‘Na-

Right, Pope, Kaiser, King,
territorial magnates and the great

Buckle to the list. For some for-
ty years their study has been my
special delight; and this I say on-
ly because it may lend some
weight to my statement that all
these writers specifically denounce
this dogma that Might is Right.
They denounce it as being a Mili-
tary dogma, and they declare that
man’s evolution is from Milita=
rism to Humanism. Most of them
declared themselves Anarchists
precisely because the State rests
on this military dogma and is,
therefore, destructive of human
solidarity. T'heyannounce them-
selves as advocating a free socie-
ty, in which no man shall be un-
der the coercion of another and
affairs shall be regulated by mu-
" tual agreement.

You denounce the Church as
sacrificing Humanity on the altar
of her own invented God, and she
replies: ‘' represent the Almigh-
ty, and his Might is Right.”

You denounce the autocratic
State as immolating Man on the
altar of unquestioning loyalty to
itself, and the State replies: “My
Right rests on my decrees the
highest moral duty.”

Fo these proud statements of
Autliority what is the reply of
developing human thought but
this#""You imprisoned Galileo,
in your Might, but he was Right,
In your Might you may imprison
those 'who expose injustice, but
they are Right, You may sup-
press free enquiry and throttle
free'speedh, but free enguiry and
free speech are necessary to pro-
grews and, therefore, Right, what-
ever the Might of Authority may
say)? o
L. Mr, Clarence Dorrew is now
telling his aundiences that Niet-
zsche, who'wrote that “‘a good
wat hallows any cause,” is the
man {or us to study; and he, who
once starred as the eulogist of
that stern moralist, Tolstoy, is
now repeating the patter of the
areek “‘Sophists,”” more than two
thousand years ago, and declaring
morality a myth. My writings
frave a very small circulation, but
I hiope ¢hey will have a more last-
ing influence than Darrow’s cyn-
icism can ever win. '

Darrow is far cleveger that I
am, and vastly more populai; hbut
tiis is the teaching of an indiffer.
ent fatalist, whose chief aim is tc
amuse, whereas | preach eternal-
1y that moral staminia is thé one
thing that finally wins through,
There is the difference~—a diffes-
etice too great for words to meas
‘are. fn my judgment the
man who hasconvictions and will

convictions and §s all things to al
dreaded most wasthe ‘conscietice

ever Darrow gan hope to be,

the incapacity to distinguish
Wrong from Right; and when a
nation, or a movement, reaches
that unhapy stage it falls immedi-
ately under the rule of the sword
and is finally expunged from his-
tory. TFor individuals, as for na-
tions, it is better to be Right than
to be President; and, speaking for
myself, I refuse to "surrender to
the sword or accept its barbarous
doctrine at any price. I will not,
if I can avoid it, bow the knee to
authority imposed Dby force. 1
cling to the struggle for Human
Justice as being the true ideal,
and consider that we should not
make justice an abstraction but
should battle untiringly to clothe
the ideal with the reality of ac-
complished fact. At present the
lady’s nudity is shocking, for such
‘scanty apparel as she once boast-
ed is being torn into shreds by
Authority’s mailed hand.

Profound moral conviction is
life’s driving force and to that
all history testifies. Great must
have been the moral stamina re-
quired to face the appalling ter-
yors of the Inquisition; but men
with that moral stamina were
found. and they drove that fien-
dish institution howling into the
abyss. Great moral stamina was

-demanded of the English fisher-
men who, in their cockleshells of
boats, faced the great Spanish
Armada; but they gcattered it to
the winds, and where is the Papal
Empire of Spain today? Great
moral stamina was needed to face
the slave power of the Southern
States, but Garrisons ‘and Phil-
lips’ were found, and that institu-
tion fell to their attack.

It will not be otherwise with
that graet struggle in which we
have the good fortune to act, to
some extent at least, as pioneers.
If we strive consclentiously to as-
certain the Right, and stand
bravely by it, we shall attract to
our suppor¢ all those great torces

"whigch have been steadily raising
mankind from the slough in
which it originally wallowed and
fitting it for the heights it should
todav be occupying, ‘But if we
enthrone Might a8 our one and
only God, we shall fall inevitably
into the power of the Military
State, and we shall have only our
own mental indolence and own
wogal cowardice to blame.

. Within the last four centuries
the world has had to grapple with
and crush four separate attempts
to bring about, by the sword, the
power-intoxicated dream of Uni-
versal Empire, The first was by
Philip II of 8pain, and, if success-
ful, would have made the Pope

s great arbiter, The

second was by Louis XIV, of

France; that Louis who arrogant-

ly proclaimed the State as su-
preme and himself as constituting
the State, The third was by Na-

* poleon, and in the vortex of the
fourth we now are struggling,
Eyery one of these attempts has
been defended from official pulpits
and excused by official writers on

. exactly this sophistical plea that
the only criterion of Rieht is

lords of finance and industry, are poleon knew. WNapoleon under- Might. But, even in this time of

the truly righteous, and we shopld stood that, however stupid he
snight be, the British soldieg

raise no sacrilegious hand to pull

them down. [f Might is really would go into the jaws of ht?ll ite
all our self for what he was contvinced
was Right, and that there lay the

Right we should reserve
,admiration for the successful mil~
lionaireand treat as lunatics those
who “‘scorn delights and lead la~

borious days,” that they may ac~ cisely the thisg the revolutionary
quire knowledge and be of service movement in this eopntry la'cks
to their race., If Mightis really and has to get—moral stamina.
Right we should &)} turn Milita- Precisely the very thing it has te
do is to stop awusing itself with
come Afier all, thae greatest of all panto- ! Snppre
mimes that is pulled off every four years, was thep taken by Ggv, Folk to §ecretgry pening as it did ig the metropo-
the presidential election, doss mot come Bryan, who rqok i to President Wilson for lis, the pews coyld pot be hyshed,

rists.

I myself have done only what
any man of ordinary idustry
do, in making myself well ac-
quainted with the works and phi-
flosophy of the great revolutionry
awniters. I know Tolstoy, Bako-
ainine and Kropotkin, Proudhon,
#Pucker, Heary George and Her-
Mert Spencer—to pame only those
that seem to me the greater ones,

force that would ultimately win

agony and stress, the. world has
fnot gone Whollv mad; and today,
as in the past, the masses recog-
nize instinctively that war does
not represent the normal life, and
that its maxims are fatal to in-

What Darrow scoffs at is pre- dustrial peace and human liberty.

quick-change ‘artists and

can down to the serious business of
acquiring orinciples and standing
and then -only,
to win the confidence
and co-operation of the great out-
side world, Then, and then only,
can it advance oune inch toward
hat solidarity which is its goal,

Tolstoy, who was Datrrow’s for-

although I should cestainly add mer deity, defined degeneracy as

by them, Then,
can it expect

t
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Democracy At Work

wholly in vain, It is the time when pol-
iticians, the big ones, tear at gach othet’s
hides and expose to view one another’s dirs
ty linen in an effort to outdo the other fel-
low in the mad scramble for the flesh pots
and easy pickings that the dear peepul has
provided for them,

Just now the pions Woodrow is
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haddng  dorie  deky  Dnipilaabl
things  belig hncovci:eii by hig
political ehemies with ' tegard to bi¢  peart.
nership, of rather his stewardship, of Ctie
rranza, The Los Angeles *‘Times’’ not
being interested in the eleciion of Wilson,
has carried of late an expose of the methe
ods he used to bring about the recognition
of Carranza and his policy in dealing with
him, which makes a mere figurchead and
vassal of the “‘First Chief,” Tt is well
to remember that Wilson is as strong in
his protestations that the Mexicans should
be let alone to settle their own affairs, as

Carranza is in claiming that he allows no-

one to medd'e with his business, How-
ever, the following summary from one of
the articles in the *Times’* tells a differ-
ent story: ‘

**T'he campaign to secure the recogni.
tion by the United States of Venustiano
Carranza as provisional President or Mex~
ico was engineered by Richard H. Cole
of Pasadena, at the request of Catranza,
who sent three personal representatives here,

**Mr, Cole employed thc services of
Richard L- Metcalf, righthand man of
William Jennings Bryan, to convert Mr.
Bryan to the Carranza support. He also
engaged the support of other men, well
known' in Washington and governmental
affairs to advance the Carranza cfuse, and
the ramifications of the campaign reached
into many quarters entirely unsuspected by
the general public, but with the result that
President Wilson accorded to .Catranza
the desired recognition,

““The proclamation of Carranza, setting
forth his purposesand policies, was pre~
pared at Washington by Mr. Cole and
an attorney of that city, entirely without
the knowledge of Carranza. It was then
submitted to President Wilson, who made
some changes in it; then it went back to
Mr. Cole, was telegraphed to Carranza,
and reccipt acknowledged, and Carranva
agreed that he would issue it as his mani~
festo at the proper time, which he did,

“Carranza's evident dommation and con-
trol of Mexlcan policies at Washington,
with the apparent prospect that the credit
of the United States is to be placed back
of Mexico, burdened with the prospect of
hundreds of millions of dollars worth of
damage claims from European countries
and cltluens of the United States, prompts
Mr. Cole to give some of the history of
the campaign that brought Wilson's re.
cognition of Carranza,”’

Speaking of an  interview in g report to
Caranza, Cole says;  ““On the 17th day
of March, 191§ at the Jefferson Hotel,
St, Louis, Mo., [ introduced Mr. Met-
calfe to Mr. Pesqueira (one of Carranza’s
envoys) which interview was fruitful of
reslts, )

*Among other of my influentin] friends
at Washington was the Hon, ], W, Folk,
former Governor of Missourl, At that
interview Sr. Arredondo (Carranza's re-
presentative) asked of Governor Folk just
what the United States government want-
ed or expected Gen, Carranza and the
Constitutionaiists to do.”’

PREPARES PROCLAMATION,

““Onp April 16, 1915, at the office of
Gov, Folk, a meeting was held between
§r. Arredopdo, Gov. Folk and myself, in
which after the conference of the previons
days, we had prepared substantially the
draft of & proposed proclamation intended
tor you to issue as to the character and ob~
Jocts of your government in Mexico, and
It was at this tme when the matter
had reached this stage, that I considered it
only proper and courteous that your attor-
ney in Washington, Mr. Douglas, he taken
into conference, I therefore, requested that
this be done. Gov, Folk telephoned to
Mr. Bryan to ask whether he had any ob-
jection to another person being admitted to
the conference. Gov. Folk reported the
ANswer quer the tg:]ephone, to be, that we
should use qur SR judsment.

“In consequence, at my o gep&i.op,,
Gov. Folk telephoned over to Judge Roy-
gias, requesting him to come over to his
office. :

M. John W Find was then n Wash-
ingeog, god he was lager called into the
conference, witn the pesult that fipally,
through the conferences had with Goy,
Folk, John W, Lind, Judge Pouglas, and
myself, there was formulated the first draft
ofthe proclamation which was subscquent-
Iy jssqed by you.

““This first draft of the proclamation

bis approval, who expressed himself as
highly plased and gratified with your no-
ble plans as outlined in this proclimation,
The President made some minor changes
and suggestions and returned it to Secretary
Bryan, who In turn sent it to Gov. Folic,
who in turn gave it to Sri Arredondo, Mr.
Douglas and myself and it was then trans-

fntable
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sulted t6 yois . | friends in
WThls may bé ddfitldebed as the firat oc-

SRS

Mexico, which goes to when It has been silenced.
prove that the benevolent chief
ddsiofl When President Wilson becaine sét- has undergone a trifling cHatigel

lously irtérested in you personally, in yoi from a paternal savior to a tetrrors

M

I'he trial of Carlos Tresca and

and youf cause. And this may be proper« Ist; the only logical thing for a his fellow workers has been sit

ly termed the genesis of your recognition “good” man in power:
Ly Presldent Wilson.

for the 6th of December. Owing

Atiothet comimon practice of to the hostile atmosphere against

“Your sincere friend and obedient ser. Carranza is to shoot down any LHem af® Duluth, the case was

vant.

“RICHARD H. COLE,”

poor fellow for taking anything transferfed to Virginia. Min?.
he needs, and in this way his sol- All ‘motions by the defense in

On May 24, 1913, I received the fol- diery have killed thousands of HEir favor were denied in corpo-

lowing telegram:
“*vera cruz, May 23, I1915.
“Richard H, Cole,

poor, destitute people who souhgt fatiomridden Duluth. 'This case
to avail themselves of a piece of > 2nother good sample of the
bread to appeace their hunger or 8'OWIN& arrogance of the ruling

“Care of Mexican Embassy, Washing= a rag to cover their nudity when €255 think of men being chatged

ton, D'. C. the chance presented itself. But
““Your attentive message received. Pro- the crying shame and outrageous
clamation will be issued at opportune time. part of it is that Carranza re-
I salate you, very affectionate]y, wards his brass-button lackeys
“y, CARRANZA.* and parasitic favorites with the
The articles are rich in data dealing with 100t hie takes, while the poor un-
secret diplomacy, the veracity of which fortunates who give their life-
can hardly be doubted, since such assertions blo‘?d in the hope of bettering
could not escape the libel laws, put space their condition, are shot down
like dogs by this monster for tak-
ing a crumb of what is theirs.

forbids a broader outline. :

R.G.C.

THE REAL CARRANZA.

(Continued from last issue.)  but an official practice.
And the mass is the eternal One particular case is related
vrey of these magicians, always to us by a friend from Mexico in

with first degree murder for par-
ticipating ip a strike where a gun-
man killed one of his breed while
trving to murder a striker and
his family,

¥

Will the god of mirth and hie
larity evergive usa layoff? Here
we have the Carranza commision
at Atlantic City, protesting that
agitators, and especially Mexican

One of Carranza’s latest decrees conspirators ‘‘of the Magon type”
is to punish petty thievery and are allowed too much leniency al-
the like with the death penalty. together. In a recent issue, “'El
So, this is no more a casual thing Pueblo”, Mexico City, emits a
mighty groan on this line, about
which we may have something to
say later,
revolutionists”, asthey call thems

Think of these “social

riquiring a succession of real a letter in which he describes a selves, complaining of too much
hard knocks before biginning to poor, starved and ragged peon freedom in this benighted spot.

wake up, The lesson of Madero who was discovered by Carranza
was not enough. terrible as it soldiers in the act of taking a
was. And who ever expected shirt, He was immediately grab-
that from the mild and banevo- bed and led to the nearest wall
lent Madero? But he was made where he was stood and shot like
a ruler, the power of the people a wild beast. 'The same friend
surrendered to him and vested says that he has witnessed nu.
with supreme Authority., The merous instances where men have
result? = The same old story: He been seized and shot when heard
went to work: and used it, He muttering anything against Ca-
was human and followed the lo- rranza. Shades of old Diaz!

gical course, just as naturally as  Another of Carranza’s prac-
water runs down hill, Authority tices is to shoot men for refusing
has no other mission than to pro- his money, which is almost
tect the spoilers from the despoil- worthiess, and in this way many
ed, and they found this out with unfortunate workingmen have
Madero, but too late, for, when paid with their lives for refusing
they refused to be trampled down, to take bogus money for their
the benevolent Madero sent his sweat and toil. Not long ago a
soldiers to show them that he dispatch from Mexico in the Los
could do it, and he proved that Angeles ‘‘Tribune”, stated that
old Diaz had nothing on him, as a number of men had been shot
demonstrated when the people of for refusing to be paid with Ca-
the south, and in particular of rranga money, which took ten
the State of Morelos. refused to dollars to make 25 cents in gold.

give up the lands they had won
at the price of their blood, and
at the very instigation of Madero,
who had promised it to them if
they followed him, He sent his
soldiers, Wyler’s stvle, on a mis-
sion of extermination, sweeping
every thing before them, killing
every man they encountered,
burning every thing in their path
and ravishing women, leaving
them in desolation to starve and
perish with their children,

But all of this was not enough,
for they had to give Carranza a
chance to repeate it. And he did,
and is doing it yet. Some time
ago when the people of Durango
City were on the verge of starva-
tion they paraded thru the streets
as a protest against their condi-
tion while the graneries and
warehouses were full, Carranza
sent his goldiery and mowed them
down like weeds to learn them
the art of respecting private pro-
perty, since their hunger might
drive them to molest the food
that surrounded them.

Very little is known about
these things, as the mercenary

press is never interested in mak-
ing such disclosures known until

forced to it by sheer pressure and
the enormity of these outrages,
as demonstrated by the recent at-
tempt of Carfranza fo massacre
the strikers of Mexjco Gity.

All such cages as the ahove are
not isolated by any means, and
such praciice is very much a mat-
ter of policy with Carranza. For
instance, his press, the only press
in Mexico now, anly spoke of the
Mexico City strike and of his
death decree as solely applving to
the strikers there. This of course
he did not spppress because hap-

even it given out all distorted,
But the Carranza press never
said that his policy and death
decree against the strikers were
in force all over the portion of
the country that he controls,
and this we only have learned

thru private letters from our

The report sgid that this was
becoming a practice.

And yet we still find those
(*'radicals’” too) who go about
boosting the Carranza fraud,
apologizing for his duplicity and
propagating his bunc. Such tra-
vesty can only be taken as idiocy
run mad or knavery undisguised,

(To be continued.)

R. G, COX.

Here a1;d There

The Wilson campaign for the
suppression of a free press conti-
nues unabated, and that famous
“Section 211 of the Criminal
Code”, is still working overtime.

We regret to be unable to print
a letter that has just reached us
from ‘‘Rabochaya Rech”, (Wor.
ker's” Voice) organ of the Rus-
sian workers branch of the 1. W,
W,, Chicago, where the Editor
states that he has received noti»
fication from the Postmaster that
his paper is ‘‘unmailable”. ‘‘Go-
los T'ruda”, another revolution-
ary organ of New York is under
the same process, and god knows
how many more, the list is grow-
ing hideously long to mention.
At this pace we will soon be
stripped of the last semblance ot
jndependence and will be at the
mercy of a Gzar for our slightest
utterange.

The fact that this yicioys op-
slaught has heen allowed to go
almost unchallenged speaks had-
1y for present day manhood, but
it is History that we always wait
to be tortured before calling a halt
Fartynately, on the other hand,
the Gods are alwavys hlind and do
dot see the danger ahead, and be-
fore they realize it the THING
bursts, They play With‘ﬁre, At
present they are crushing every
form of just'and virile resentment
that arises against the fast-ep-
croaching monster of despotism
and oppression.

Let the power-drunk tyrants
remember that the pen has ever
been substituted by the sword

The next thing Carranza may or-
der Wilson (o issue a death decree
to strikers here.’
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A big social and dance is to be
given November 25th, 8 p. m.,
at L.abor Temple for the benefit
of the defense of David Caplan.

=7}

Enrique Flores Magon, Editor
of REGENERACION, is tospeak
at the great mass meeting to be
held in Frisco, Carpenter'sali,
Sunday November 12th, 8. p. m.

Alexander Berkman, Wm. Mc.
Deyitt, Robert Minor, and speake
ers in French and Italian will
also address the meeting, in com-
memoration of the 29th anniver-

sary of the martyrdom of the
Chicago ANARCHISTS.

R. G .COX,

Caplan’s Trial.

Comrade David Caplan is again
facing a court of the land. Hig
second trial began on the 23rd of
this month, having been posts

poned from the 16th,
The most imoressive thing at

the opening of Caplan’s trial was
the venire summoned to selecta
jury, 'That hoary jest ot *'a jurv
of his peers’” is never in a more
farcical contrast than at such
trials. Lookitig over those faces
one was struck with the impres.
sion that the panel had been pick-
ed from the soldiers’ home and
from some business men’s club; a
workingman, or even a type of
such. was something foreign to
the question, and all 1n all, the
gray hairs and gray beards were
easily predominant.

To this writing, seven jyrors
have been selected, but they are
vet to be further challenged,
The trial {s being conducted at
the Hall of Records, 8th fioor,
Dept. 12,

Caplan’s case has been very
much neglected by the labor eles
ment, and he has gone to trial
with no funds for his defense,
It iS not necessary to enphasize
that he is one of the stalwarts in
the ranks, and therefore most
deserving of the support of labor
and of the rebels in particular.

The fate of Caplan isin our
hands, and the outcome of his
trial lics in our activity or negli-
gence, Nothing but the aroused
toilers and jmmediate action wijll
save him; and now is the time to
get hysy,

The International Workers Pe-
fense Lieague of [,os Angeles hag
taken up Caplan's case and it
needs the immediate assistance
of all those who want to see him
free, 8end all the money voucau
at orice, If vou have a good list
of some organigation or indivis
duals, send it to the League at
once to mail out appeals, Act
now, or seon'it may be too latel

Bend all money and communicas
tlons t0 RATHRRINE L. SCHMIDY,
Gen'l, and Fin. Sec’y., Int, Work-
ers Defense League, P, O, Box
935, Los Angeles, Cal,

R. G. COX
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