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VHO RULES AMERICA?

A Small Group of Millionaires Dominates the Country, Admits James W. Gerard--

New Party Forces for Our Group

Passaic Group Issnes Declaration—Rotschild Frzilici_s Joins
CP-Majority Group—Great Discontent in Party

Tn a declaration laving bave the ruvin
wrought in Passaic within the last year
by the new course of the Party ard pro-
claiming the necessity for o detcrmined
strugrle to bring the Party back to its
old course, & growp of ihe oldest and
best-krown comrades in the Passaic
Communist movement have announced
their adherence te the Conununist Party
(Majority Group). At the same time,
Rotzchild Francis, ihe well-known Negro
revolutionist, formerly editor of The
Emanciputor in the Vivgin Islands, has
igsued a statement of affiliation o our
group. Within the FPuarty also, among
comrades who are not yet ready to join
gur group, there are manifest signs’of a
rrowing  feeling of conscicus. revolt
against the Party buroerats and grow-
ing sympathy for our struggle. A group
of Farty functionavies in one of the
largest sections of New York City have
sent in a demaljon of £10 to help the
Revoluticnury Age fight the attempis of
the U. 8. govermment io suppress it. An-
other proup of IParty comrades have
signed a declaration to the CC protesi-
sng why the appeal for unity of the CP-
Majority Group to the Party Convention
was disregarded and calling for the uni-
fieation of the Commmunist forees in this
eountry. In Detroit there is a rising of
opposition to  Stachel from  sources
hitherto absoluiely “leyal.’” These mani-
festations are spreading rapidly all over
the country.

* * *

The sources of this new thavement in
the direction of the course of the CP-
Majority Group ave to he found primar-
ily in: the growing disiliusionment with
the results of the recent V1I Convention

NOTICE: NEW ADDRESS!
By the time this issue reaches
tts readers, the Mational Office
of the Communist Party (Major-
ity Group}, the editorial office
of the REVOLUTIONARY
AGE, and the headquarters of the
New Workers School will have
been transferred to
63 MADISON AVENUE
near 27th St., firse floor
The new headquarters are cop-
siderably larger than the premises
we have had hitherto. We have
found ic necessary rto increase the
size of dur heéadquarters primar-
ily in order to be able 1o accomo-
date the New Workers School,
which open: itz second term in
October of this year.

(June 1930} which many well-meaning
comnrades really believed would “clear up
matters and unite the Party” but which,
on ihe contrary, confused and demoraliz-
od the Party even miore; the uncasiness
arising out of the flat failures (practie-
ally admitted even hy the burocrats) of

From Newport, Rhode Isiand, summer
home of America’s most powerful multi-
millionaires, has come a great iruth
which every worker in this country must
ponder, Former Ambassador.James W,
Gerard, long a member of one of the
wealthiest families jn the country, has
come forward with the frank statement
that the United States {s ruled only by
millionaires, Coming in the midst of a
most sericus uneniployment crisis, this
boast deserves the mast careful scrut-
in¥ by all workers.

Mr. Gerard has declared that 64 men
rule the wealthiest capitalist eountry in

Revolutiohary Age in Danger!

Tor the first time since its foundation in November 1929, the REVOLUTIONARY

AGE has been forced to miss two issaes,

At the time when the events on a world scale

and in the Usited States require more than ever the regular and frequenr appearance of a
paper like the REVOLUTIONARY AGE to give a clear revolutionary atiswer to the many
difficule problems facing the Communist and laber movements of this country, the REVO-
LUTIONARY AGE was wnahble to make its regular appearance and over a month had

to pass without an issue of our paper. This is a serious blow to our movement and must
be recognized as such by all readers of our paper and by all members of and sympathizers
with the Comtnunist Party (Majority Group) and by all militant workers. THIS MUST

NOT HIAPPEN AGAIN!

It WILL happen again and worse—unless real help comes from our readers and imme-
diately! In New York a group of active Party functionaries, still in imporrant Pacty posi-

tions, have donated F10 to save wcur paper.

The Brooklyn Bakers Focal No. 3 of the

Amalgamated Food Workees of America, in spite of the resistance of some misled Party
riembers and some backward workers, donated $25 (and also $10 in subs) while the Man-

hattan Bakets Local Ne. I, under similar circumstances, denared §25,

Other groups of

wotkers and otganimtions are sending in some money—but far, far from encugh!

The REVOLUTIONARY AGE is in danger!
Let vour answer be DEEDS NOT WORDS!

Group, rush in you §10-tax!

Send in donations!

What are vou going to do about it?
If you are a member of the CP-Majority
Make collections in your organizations!

Circulate the REVOLUTIONARY AGE FIGHTING FUND LISTS! Ger subscriptoins!

Rush finoncial kelp!
WE DEPEND ON YOLI
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the August 1 and September 1 demon-
strations; the further collapse of -the
trade nnion work of the Party, especlally
the dizzolution of -the
disintegrtiop of the NTWIU; - the
Gastania bail-jumping seandal: the con-
tinued removal of old and reliable fune-
tionaries from ihe Party and their re-
placement, very frequently, by irrespons-
ible and wunreliable clements and even
by stool pigeons (Trving VWeiss); and
finally the disgquieting news of the eeo-
nomic situation in the Soviet Union as
a2 result of the false policies and methods
of the Stalin eligue. Al of these develop-
ments have served fo expose - the real

nature of the now course and to convince -

more and more comrades of the correct-
ness of our struggle

The situation is favorable for the
strengthening of our group. The mem-
bers and supporters of the CP-Majority
Group must take advantage of this op-
portunity, form close cumnections with
the masses of 1the Party members, and
breaden and deepen the stream in our
direction—in the direction of the strug-
gle to reunite our Party and vestore it

(Continued on Page Z)
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the .world—the United States. This
frank admission regarding the real char-
acter of Ameriean democracy was made
by Mr. Gerard as part of his advice
to the British ruling class to take a page
out of the manual of power Tollowed by
the Ameriean capilalists, now the domi-
nant force among the world exploiters.
Mr., Gerard plainly said that the Unit-
ed States is ruled by &4 men and that
the British ruling elass would net be
able to get out of its présent crisiz un-
til it copied the methods and learncd the
necessary lessong from these rulers of
Ameriea. o

Sorme have been surprised at the open-
ness, at the boldness, at the brazeness
with which Mr. Gerard characterized
American democracy. But there was no
visible protest anywhere against this
statement. Ewveryhody accepted it more
or less. Omnly a decade or two ago such a
declaration wonld have caused a deep
stir ameng great sections of the country
or at least a pretense at a stir or some
protest apainst such an estimate of
American democracy. We recall the
storm. of protest and abuse which the
capitalist press let loose against LaFol-
lette in 1808 when he declared that Unit-

Farmers Must Do

ed Siates is ruled by 100 big capital-
ists. But today, nobody challenges such
a statement. On the contrary, Mr. Ger-
ard §s hailed as a great truth-teller.
This new attitude reflects the decisive
power of financial capital, of the big-
gest bankers, today.

% v *

First and foremost, of course, comes
John D). Rockefeller, Jr. He iz fellowead
by Andrew W. Mellon and J. P. Morgan,
Furd, Schwab, Farrell, of the 17, 8. Steel
Corporation; Atterbury, of the Pennsyl-
vania Hailroad; Raskob, of the General
Moters; the DuPonts; Young, of the Gen-
eral Electric; Lamont of J. P. Morgan
& ooy Insull, of Public utility fame;
Guegenhein, the copper king; Ochs, of
Negw York Times; Hearst, McCormick,
of the Chicage Tribune; Wiggin, of the
Chagse National, the world’s biggest
bank: and the Fisher brothers are among
the sutstanding figures of the 64 rulers
of the United States.

These individuals have a stranglehold
on the eredit supply, on the basic raw
materials, on the means of communics-
tions and transportation, on the higgest
industries of the country, on the means
of directing and molding the thinking
and ideas of the eountry. These individ-
uals dominate the biggest banks, the
telephone, telegraph, and radie indus-
tries, the auntomebile industry, the news.
paper and motion-picture industries, and
the bulk of the organized trade union
movement. In their ranks we have the
mightiest collection of kings the world
has ever seen. There are cozal kings and
steel kings, gold mcnarchs and lumber
kings and oil tyrants, and zil other kinds
of potentates.

Az even hetter insight into the cor-
rectness of the statement that these 64
men are the chief rulers of the United
States is to be found jn the faect that
these individuals contrel amongst theme
selves more thon 800 directopntes in the
country’s ledding banks, mines, manuface
tories, universities, oil concerns, librar-
ieg, and connmunication and transporta-
tion corporations. Some of these indiv-
iduzls try to hide the number of direct-
orships they hold.  Some of them have
their directorships in the name of other
members of the family. This is the case
with John Ib. Rockefeller, Jr., who, as

"can be seen from the record of Percy

Rockefeller, controls at least 70 direct-
orships in the mest powerful financial,

-eomumercial, and industrial institutions of

the country. Among the biggest holdera
of directorships- are: Mr. E. W. Hili,
whoe controls 79 such directorships; Mr.
Mellen, thru his brother, nearly &0,
Chas. 8. Hayden, 63; Berwind, 43; D.
G. Gossler, 50; Schwab, 21; Wiggin, 42;
Insull, 28;. ete.

The heavy hand of domination by these
64 reaches out to nearly every country
in the world., Thus we find a Rockefel-
ey serving as director of the Chile Cop-
per Co., the Duteh Guianz Gold Co., and
the Mantreal Industrial Land Ce.
George T, Baker, director of the Interna-
tional General Electric; John D. Ryan,
of the Chile Copper Co.; Chas Hayden,.
af the Cuban Portland Cement; Scsthe-
nes Behn of the Compania Telefomicy




Nacional de Espana {(Spain), Compa-
gnie des Telephones Thompson-Houstor
(France), Havann Docks Corp; Chwen
. Young of the Sccicte Financier pour
le Developpment de I'Electrieite; Swope
of the British Thompson-ITouston Limit-
#d of -London, and ibe Societe d’Electri-
eite de Mecanique of Brussels; Mitchell.
of the Bangue Nationale de la Republi-
que d'Haiti; Guggenheim, of the Chilean
Consclidated Nitrate Coo; E. 3. Hil,
the Empresa Electrica de Ecuador, ete.
et

Thiz is only a slight indication of the -
dominant world position now occupied

by the American ruling class. Throout
Furope, Asia, Latin America, and oven
in Africa these Amecrican capitalist #i-
tans wield tremendous power.
* L =

The 44 rulers ramed by Mr. Gerard
present fo us 8 cross seetion of the
American government, of capitalist de-
mocraey in the United States. First of
all, finance capital has the upper hand.

And it's a heavy hand! The hepemony of

finance ecapital rums thru the list of
64 like a read thread. The tentacles of
this financial octopus strangle all re-
sourecs of the country. R

Gerard’s kingly list illusirates pictur-
esquely the fusion, the merging, of the
apparatus of the government with ihe
machinery of the biggest business intor-
ests of the country. Tt iz wvery signifi-
cant that the tcchnicians, the profes-
sionals, the engineers, the scientists are
cntively left out of My, Gevard’s pieture.
Some Hberals and even some Commun-
jsts (Foster, Bittelman, Browder, Tunne,
in thetr theory of “Capitalisi efficicnev
Socialism™ and the bourzecisifieation of
the American working class) have Tor
some  time entertained the ridiculous
theory that the technicians, the engin-
ecrs and the efheicneyr experts constiluie
a sort of “a new ¢lass™ in the United
States and are more and more becoming
raal rulers of the country. It is infer-
esting to note that the trade union bu-
rocracy is adequately represented thru
Mr. Green and Mr. wWoll. These are the
outstanding lieutenants of Wall Strect
in the ranks of the Amevican labor move-
ment. The movies, the foundations, the
umversities, the zreal forces in  the
churches, sre all well represented here,

In these 64 we have the real govern-
ment of the eountry. Awmbassador Ger-
ard ecalls these individuals the actual
“power behind the throne™  Mr. Ger-
ard frankly stated thai the wealth, pow-
er and the imporiant indusirial and fi-
nancial positions in the hands of thesc
64 individuals “give them 2 permanent
inflwence in American Tife, whereas
statesmen, diplomats, and politiicans owe
their influence to the offices which they
hold and are usually shorn of most of
their pawer when they retire” Mr. Ger-
ard further savs: “They themselires are
too busy to held pelitical office but they
determine who shall held sweh office”

In this respeet it iz cignifieant that
of the 61 only three have participatod
maore or less openly in the affairs of the
political parties of the countrv. ‘These
are: Mr. Mellon, Secretary of the Treas-
ury and hoss of Pittsburgh; Mr. Raskob,
as chairman of the Democratic Nztional
Committee, and Mr. Tnzull, active in Mid-
dle Western cleciion campaigns.  Anent
this phase of American demceracy the
following remarks of the New York
Teanes of August 24, 1830 are pertinent:

“But America's rulers usually do
not choose” to run for office. In the
first place, the process of appealing
for voten is drksome tn men who arve
accustommed to gfving ordera”

Here we have classic proof of the cor-
rectness of the theories of Marx. For in-
stance the Wew York Times thus poes on
tc commont on this Yist :

“And in most cases this idea has
something to do with so organizing
the process of production as to elimi-
njte waste, or the proccsses of distri-
butjon so as to reach the largest pos-
sible market. My, Ford hasz conspic-
uously done both. Tndusirially speak-
ing, this is the lesson America has to

-teach England. Tt.is, in short, the

Arerican idea”

Correct! In a commodity sueiety, cap-
italist, society, this is the source of great-
ness.

Tt is this text which determines the
gualifications of the rulers named by Mr.
Gerard. Mr. Gerard’s conception of the
state, of the Amcrican government, of
Awmerican democraey iz correct. In his
galaxy of rulers we find a complete

2

SOME OF THE “64”

At the 1930 Anpual Commencement of Harvard University: [. P. Morgan in
the center; Walter 8. Gifford, president of the American Telephone and
Telegraph Company, to the right; President Lowell of the Harvard Uni-

versity to the left

Big Wolfe-Mann
Debate

Amn audience of about 500 peopls heard
with enthusiasm to the defene: and ex-

Jplanation of Comnmunism by Bertram D
MWolfe' in the debate between Comrade

Wolfe and Hiram Mann on the subject:
“Compunism versus Capitalism,” held
on I'riday evening, Scptember 28, 1030
at Park Palace, New York.

The debate was under the auspice of
the New Workers School. Comrade Wolfe
represented  the CP-Mapority Group
while Mr. Mann spoke for the United
Patriolic Sociely. Roger Baldwin of the
Civil lLiberiies Unien, was chairman.

Especially noticealle was  the large
number of Negro workers and Indians in
the audience.
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cross-section of the state, universities,

newspapers, hanks, the manulacturing,
trade union burocracy, the speeial agen-
cies of eclass collaboration, the means of
communication and transpertation—in
ghort, the sinews of the capitalist or-
gans of exploitation and oppression.

More-than that! The very fact that
such a list ean be made public so shame-
leesly, the very faet that it gets such an
open, hearty Tesponse on the part of
the ruling elass and its defenders, shows
to what extent American capitalist civ-
ilzation Is =imply a glorification of the
dallar.

L3 r »*

{n these dayvs of terrific unemploy-
ment, in these davs of indescribable mis-
ery of the masaes, in these days of the
life-sapping speed-up svstem when work-
ors are oo old 1o be.emploved at the age
of 40, it is interesting to lock into the
ages of America’s rulers.  The oldest
ruler is George F. Baker, whd is now 50;
the voungest is Mr., Walter Gifford,

chairman of the Ameriean Tielephone

and Telegraph Co., who is 45, The aver-
age age iz 08, Here is some food for
thought—~for every worker.  Imagine
whal happens to the average worker at
the age of 58! How many workers, coal
miners, oil workers, steel workers, would
call  themszelves and feel themselves
voung at the age 457 On the othor hand,
ar the age of 50 or over, the averapc
American big capitalist is still a voung
man. Young enough {o be sent to the
Senate!  Buot 2t the age of 40 the aver-
age American worker is so worked to
death, hiz vitality is se sapped, that he
iz not even- considered fit for exploita-
lign and i=s thrown on the scrap heap of
cupitalist industry, to be miserable and
to starve.

53¢ this 1s American dollar democracy.
Unwillingly, Br. Gerard, has helped us
rip the mask off the fraud and the sham
parading as democracy.

3o this i= American dollar demoeracy!
It is omiy a brutal, a brazen, dollar dic-
tatorship. The United States iz “god's
own country” for bankers and manufac-
lurcrs. In its best days, American “pros-
perity™ iz presperity only for the ruling
clazs. The United States goveroment s
at all times a sirtke-hreaking govern-
ment made to order by and for the
bosses.
uses and tax funds to the muoltimillion-
aires, 1is umion-smeshing practices, its
government by injunetion, ils savage per-
secution of militant workers, its frame
up syvsicort, s suppression of the labor
press, its lynching of Wegroes, itz imn-
perialist wars—these are only zonec of
the fruits of American “democracy.”

We “thank™ Mr. Gerard for bearing
ouf &il we have long ago zaid about Wall
Street’s democracy.
ers will give the fitting “thanks” in
appreciation by so organizing themselves
a5 to destroy the present capitalist ral-
ing class, to uproot eapitalism and to es-
tablish a genuine Saoeialist society in
the United States. This great gosl
¢an be achieved only thru the =otting
up of working class government, a re-
publie in which these who teil shall rule.
This iz the only genuine demoeraey. This
is working class demoeracy. For this.de-
mocracy we will fight till we win.

Its high tariffs, it= hage bon- .

We hope the work-.

New Party Forces for Our Group

{Continped from page 1)
to the road of mass work and revolu-
tionary effectiveness.
& & o=

DECLARATION
of the Passaic Group

The general upheaval that has taken
place in the Commnunist International
and in the Communist Parties of the
whole world and the TS8A  also, the
paliey of Lreaking the Party and  all
sympathetic organizations, the pelicy of
expulsions and mupd-slinging against old,
tricd and true fighters in the workers
cause by the present Party leadership,
has kit the ecity of Passale, well-known
in the class stroggle of this country.

Immediately after the Address of the
Comintern—which changed the true
revolutionary cuourse of our Party into a
leftist putschist direetion—some eom-
rades in Passaic disagreed and began to
fight against this wrong line. Amang
them were FEllen Dawson, Ressie Bogo-
rad, and others. Many other comyrades,
while disagrecing with the prezent Party
leadership, remained in the Party in the
hope that the Ci wonld =oon bring about
a change for the hetrer. 8till others
dropped out in disgust at the tactics
empleyved by the cligue at the head of
the Party. The net results were that the
Pariy in Passale was reduced from a
strong group of 80 members to ahbout ¥
menthers without any influenee whai-
aver ammnhg the masses.  After having
“cleancd out” the Party, the PFParty
wreekers looked into the mass organiza-
tions sympathetic to the Party and be-
gan their dizruptive activity. Comrade
Dawsgon and others wore thrown owt of
the Workers Home, which resulted in the
breakup of the Workers Center in Pas-
gaje. Many workers who saw or heard
of this Incident vowed they would nover

“step into such a Workers Home again.

Just recently the I 1. 1) was veached. The
Polish Eranch was the  a@irongesl and

-most active. It was a great help in keep-

ing the workers home and was the leader
of the Polish workers ju Passaie. But
the most prominent members and of-
ficers of this branch of the ILD hap-
pened to disagree with the wrong line of
the Party leadership. Thru wvarious
manouvers, threats and  slanders, the
Party wreckers succeaded in destroying
the IL1). Comrades’ Solar and HKeller
were ¢xpelled, while such comrades as
Felton, Kulhary, Lupala, and Woleeie-
wicz were called “faselsts”, “white
guards,” ste. in the Tepdune  (Polish
Party paper) beeause they dared to de-
fend the TLD against disvuptive activity.

Under the Jeadership of Rusko, ihe
Party organizer, the Hurgarian Branch
afg the ILD, once the strongest in Pas-
sale with a membership of 500, melted
away fo zero. Likewise the toxtile anmion,
which was once a foree with econsider-
able membership in Passale, almast died
out completely zo that no organization at
all exlsts among the militant textile
wurkers of Passaic. The Young Com-
munist Lezgure no longer exists. Lately
the managrer of the Workers Home made
it his business to discourage any voung

warkers from coming to the Home alto-
gother.

In the face of this sitnation, a group
of comrades canme tegether several tinles
to digeuse the sifuation and decide on
the best measurss 1o prevent further
destruction and by all means rebuikt the
movement in Passatc. After several
discussions we all agreed that the CP-
Majority Group was following the cor-
rect Marxist-Leninist line. We therefore
decided to join the CP-Majority Group
and help ta Dring back the Commumnist
Party and the Communist International
to a correct line. We have alreads begun
out activities and are determined 1o keep
up the fight.

Against sectarianism! Tor a correct
line for the Party! For the winning of
the masses to the side of revolution and
Commu-nism!

(Sizned)
L. Bogorad # — E. Dawson ¥ — 5. Fel-
tan, 8. Gede, Jr. — Kulwahy — Kupa-
la — Keller * — Markoviez — Solar —

Wolaciewic — Lamash — GQueride.
* = 3

STATEMENT
of Comrade Rotschild Francis
{We publish below the most important
sections of the Statement issusd by
Comrade Rotschild Francis in join-
ing the CP-3Majority Group).

uring the montk of December last I
was zent over to Brooklya fo do organ-
izational work for the American Negro
Lalior Congress (ANLC) and was infro-
duced to a vervy energetic Nogro com-
rade. In [ess than a week the local grew
to 28 members. Late last July 1 returned
to  Breoklyn to  reside  permanently
sought membership in the Brooklyn sec-
tion of the Communist Party, in the
ANLG and in the JLID. On two oceasions
the ity organizer of the ANLC commis-
sioned me to speak at factory gate meet-
inge.

I et the eity organizer of the ANLC
several times in the home of the comrade
referred to above and discuszed at
length the Patly Waorker, the ANLC, and
the Pariy. I eriticized the reckiess poliey
of the Daily Worker wherein facts are
distorted and abuse emploved against
anvbody who happens to think contrary
ta what it advecates. I did not approve
of the stereotyped method of appreach
used by the Party organizers and units
towards workers in general and the
Negro in particular, and pointed out
that the heads of the ANLC were not
only impractiea] when they hoped to
wage a sueceful ecampaign of organiza-
tion without a permanent newspaper hut
that their aitempts to deminate the af-
fajrs of locals are burocratic and
also hmpediments where organizational
work 1s concerned. - -

{Comrade Francis then goes on to ex-
plain how these criticisms of his were
irmediately brought to the attention of

{Continued on page §)

*Comrade Bogoved, Dawson gnd Hel-
ler had been sembers of the CP-Major-
ity Group from olmost the heginning of
our ghrugglel i

Wage Cut Drive
Sweeps Country

S0 far the Fall seasonal rebound from
the low production figures of the Sum-
mer are sub-nermal. The Stock Market
is still moving in a violent, jerky, up and
down manier many hnew lows heing
reached. Wage cuts are multiplving. No
industry is exempt and no section of the
country i immune from wage slashes.

The textile mills at Spray, N. C. have
just cut wages again by 10-11 pereent.

In preparation for a national on-
slaught on the wages of the railroad
workers, the biggest railway companies
have launched a campalgn to  plead
poverty. Thus, the Roitivay Age recent-
Iy declared:

“If the passenger business of the
railwaye deelines as much in propor-
tion thruout 1930 as it did during the
first one-half of the vear, the number
of passcngers carried by them will be
the smallest in 23 vears, or since

1905: the number of passengers car-

ried one mile will be the smallest

sinee 1907, and their passenger earn-

ings will be the smallest since 19167

While the capitalist economists arc
debating whon the botiom of the present
crisis will be reached, they are already
promising that for months after the low-
est point haz been reached the wage
cutting campaign of the bosses will go
an. For instance, Geedbiody & Co. has
just declared:

“In T921, business reached bottom
in April, and vet the average weekly
wage of emplovess in New York State
did mot hit its low peint until the
following November.™
This cerporation goes on to give the

“reason” for wage-cutting by emphasiz-
tng that: “What secms to happen is that
wage reduciions remove the psveholopic-
al Tactor of fear from the mind of both
the enterpriser and the workers™

Amang the pace-setters in the wage-
slashing drive fodate are such gigantic
corporations as: The General Motors
Co., especially thrw its subsidiary the
Fisher Body Corp., Anaconda Copper
Co., Comsolidation Ceal Co., the biggest
in the world, Chryeler Corp., Youngs-
town Sheet & Tube, Calumet & Hecla
Co., and the Union Pacifie Railroad.

FINGER PRINTING AND
THE FISH COMMITTEE

A little more Yight as ta what the Fish
Comumitiee ie really after can be had by
leoking over what's goirg on in some of
the biggest factories in the country, For
instance, the Wright Aderonoutical Co
has already instituted a thovegeing fin-
ger-printing systent.  Every warking-
man and workingwoman in the Wright
plants is being finger-printed in order to
insure “compelency and lovalty.” The
cotnpany’s officials already say privately
—and iomorrow they will say openly
—that they “mmust exercise extreme care
to exclnde Communisits, ex-conviets and
undesirables from the plants.” Here the
cat is let out of the bag. A country-wide
blacklist syvstem is belng put gver. All
remnants of unionism are taboo.  The
open shep is to be the open law and
wages arc to be slashed to the marrow
—if the boss class can have its way.
Pinger-printing for workers will soon
be 2 written part of the Constitutton.
That's why the Ficsh Committee is on the
job, That's why Matthew Woll has been
whining and barking. And that’s pre-
cisely why all workers must unite their
ranks to beat back the reactlonavy ein-
ploving class offenzive.

ENGLISH EDITION
International Information of
the Ceommunist Opposition

Reliable Information on
what is happening in the
Communizt  Internitional
and on the development of
the International Opposf-
tion movement.

- Issued monthly—25c
$2.00 2 year $1 six months
REVOLUTIONARY AGE

37 East 28 Street
New York City

American “Democracy”

In

the Virgin Isles

by Rotschild ¥Francis

Situated “=mouth 20 degress east and
1,442 miles distant from New York City
are the Virgin Islands of the United
States (formerly called the Danish West
Indies}. Of the natives 989: are the
descendants of Afriean slaves who in
the years of 1933, and 1759 earried aon
successful uprisings againzt slaveholders
of that perind. Slavery was finally abol-
ished on July 4, 1848, For the three
main islands St. Croix, 5t. Thomas and
8t. John, ares about 142 square miles)
and several isletz the T. 8. A. paid to
Dernmark -the sum of $25,004,000—1css
than the cost of a modern hattleship.

The harbor of &t. Thomas, ong of the
hest equipped and mest strategic poinis
in the Caribbean Sea, has always been
a port of call for ships plying between
the West Indies, Furope, North, South
and Central Amcrica. Sugayr, cang-ruam,
and bay-rum are the staple products of
ihe ‘istands.

Conditions of the Workers

] the advent of the stewnship and
until {bree vears prior to.the transfer
of the islands to the United Statos, the
Hamburg-American - ling bhad its head-
quarters for the Caribbean Sea at St
Thomas, and with the knowledge and ap-
proval of the Danish governors, one of
whom was knighted by the Kaiser, it
carried on a vicigus expleitation of na-
tive labor, second only to slavery itself.
The conditions in the cane flelds of St
Croix or on the plantations of St. John
were no better from any standpoint.

Tmagine a doek worker regeiving only
33e¢ for 10 hours work every day—a
house servant getting $1.50 a2 month—
a cane field laborer, 20¢ a day—a coal
carrier (female) one cent for each hask-
et of ceal (112 pounds} carried from
doek to ship—and then wou'll have an
jdea as to what the labor situatien wag
In these islands.

The profits extracted from the vicious
exploitation of these workers were zent
te Burope s¢ that the parasites in Den-
mark, Germany, England and Ireland
might continue 10 spend their days doing
nothing.

Bocause of the wreiched wages of the
workorg, they were compelled to live in
old rami-shackles and to subsist upon a
ration of fish and "fungy”; the last men-
tiened stuff being a mixtare of cornmeal,
salt and water. Pellagra was cominon.
Infantile paralysis inereased rapidly and
the death rate among adulis reached the
danger point.

With the advent of American rule
there have been no permanent changes
for the better along cconomic lines. 0Of
eourse, the cane-field laborers now re-
ceives 40c a day and the counl carrier
2¢ a basket, when they get a job, but the
eost of Tood, clothing and shelter has
inercased in 2 dispropertioiate manner.
Tnemployment is rampant and depopu-
lation is rapid.

(1 1the other hand, infantile meortality
and the carly death of adults have. de-
ereased and reservoirs, modern. schools
and hospitals have been crected. This is
a policy pursued by imperialism the
world over. To hide their -vicious ex-
ploitation of the natives from the masses
at home, they assume this hypoeritical
role of bhenefactor and in a’ crocodile
manner deciare thai all they are cut for
is to inculeate hygiene and teach them
how to read and write!

A Harsher Taslmaster

With the hoisting of the Ameriean
flag there was much rejoicing in the
izlands which were immediately placed
under the control of the Navy Depart-
ment which sent an adiniral there as
governor and marines Infamecas  for
their wanton massacre of Hajtian pa-
tricts, as “protectors”™. The natives
dream of economic betterment and politi-
nal reform did not come triue. In their
stead marines waged. a barbarous cam-
paign of intimidation against the na-
tives, and in this they were ably sup-
ported by the Negro-hating judges on
the beneh. Thru the dpplication of the
federal laws to the islands the rum in-
dustries were ruined and the principal
sugar Tactories closed, with the result of

unemploviment and depopoulation.

Apainst such oppression the native
leaders carried on apgitation, only ta be
ansgwered by the navy sutcerats with ex-
cessive fines and bails, with star-cham-
her procecdings, long prison terms, dis-
solution of the ecolenial eouncils (legisia-
tures), charges of contempt of court
and libel against editers, and so on.

A 1,000-word Organie Act, born dur-
ing the period of wav hysteria, ugheld-
ing in principle the practices of the
former regime, and a code of laws capied
verbatim from that of Alaska, with
additional provisions to gag the press

and proteet judges from the slightest -

criticisms, to limit inhabitants and, with
the help of the guns of the U. 8. mar-
ines, are now employed against any mili-
tant who dares to challenge the doings
of the powers that be,

The writer of this article, one of the
most hated of native mililants, was jail-
ed on several ocecasions because, as an
editor, he eriticized the brutal manner in
which the policemen clubbed a fecble wo-
man, becausc he opposed the appoint-
mnent of a judge, because he subsequently
denounced his rulings and published a
press release of the Amcrican Civil Lib-
erties Union in which the judge was
charged with malicious persecution.

Today the islands continue to be play-
grounds of navy officers, their wives and
lacal supporters while able-hodied men
walk the streets mnemploved. Life is
easy Tor the agents of imperialism out
there, Every morning a band of 16 sail-
ors (Negroeg) serenades the goverhor—
officers can afford three servants at
#5 a month each—an ordinary judge of
the district court receives $7,500 a year
—policemen or the civilian courts may
not arrest ox try a marine, no matfer
what the churge. Natives are now pro-
hibited from bathing in certain places
lest, we presume, their black skins spoil
the water in which the navy officers and
their families choose to bathe in.

The U, 8 Ceongress is not ignorant
of these conditions. Scveral commis-
gions wvizited the islands. They promised
remedial measures and that is as far
a5 they have gone. .

Economic c¢onditions have become =0

acute that Mr. Herbert Brown of the.

1. 8. Bureau of Efficieney, was rushed
down there this vear fo try to fel some
order out of chaos. For this miracle
Congress appropriated the sum of $144,-
000G We should remember this when the
Hoover apologists start to lie to the Ne-
£ro voters about their interest in the peo-
ple of the Virgin Islands.

In the main these islands were pur-
chased for their comniercial and stratepie
value to Ameriean imperialism and the
imperialists are the last people on earth
to worry whether the black people over
there eat bread or stones.

For the Liberaﬂtidn of the
Virgin Islands

The liberation of the black people of
the Virgin Islands from the dominatien
of American imperialism will take place
when the workers and farmers of this
eountry overthrow the present capitalist
government and establish their own: gov-
ernment which will recogmnize the right
of self-determination in all eclonies and
semi-colonies under American rule, [t
cught to be plain that the workers of this
courtry should give all possible support
to the masses on the islands in . their
sharp struggle for freedom. It is with
this object in view that 1 wrote this ar-
ticle for publication. 1 trust the read-
ars will see that here also Awmerican im-
perialism iz working trve fo form—as
the oppressor and expleiter of the peo-
rle.

LA

DON'T MISS IT!

A pumber of special articles on the -

problems of the Negro masses in Amer-
tca will appear in the next issue of the
Revolutionary Age. He sure you do not
mniss this issuel? '

came of the Class 1

Wall Street ‘Revolt’
In Argentina

“Weshington expiresscs tzelf sclisfied
at the eveals dn Argentine”— London
is anzdious ovey the distwrbances in Bue-
nos  Afres and hruout the coumtry':
theze iwo quolations from ihe press tell
the whole story of the reeent Argentin-
ian revoelt.

Argentina  has  hitherte  been  the
stronrest hase of Britizsh eapital in South
America in its lfe and death strugpgle
against Yankee imperialism. The form-
er Irigoyen government was oxtromely
friendly to the British and made things
very cusy for British capital (the IFAv-
enant treaty) while putting great obsta-
cleg in the way of American penetration.
British capital dominates the privately
owned rallway lines and ils influcnice in
the state owned lines was also conskler-
able. Tt also has deeisive influence in
the wheat and ecattle trade of Argentina,
which are of tremendons Importance
The 1. 3. A, on the other hand largely
dominates the electrical and oil indus-
tries. For a long time plotting had been
going on on the part of the agencies of
American imperialism to get rid of the
sa-called “Radieal party” administration.
and to replace it by one more favorable
1o Wall Strest. At the =zame time the
unrest and discontent of the masses with
the sharpening economie erisis and the
growth of unemployment as well as with
the administration of Irigoyen dietator-
ship has been mounting. )

Finally the blow fell, the insurrection
of the Conservative party (the party
Tavorable to the . 8. A. began and mass
diseontent was oxploited o overthrow
Irroven, General Uribury, the leador of
the army, set up a “provisional govern-
ment”, that is, a new dietatorship, and
get about attaining “law and order™ by
shooting down the maszes. A few days
later, both the 170 8. A, and Great Bri-
tain recognized the new governmont—
eriausly  gnourh at exactly the same
time,

it = time the Argentinian workers
and farmers put an end to these imper-
jalist “revolutions™ and throw their for-
ces into a roul revolution of the exploit-
ed masees against fareign imperialism
and the native exploiters and oppressors.

IT NEVER RAINS BUT.IT
POURS. ..

The cld sying rens "k never rains hut
it pours”, Tkat rcall sumg up the pres
rat ecanomic situation, How heavy s the
hudget of bBlack newe of the etll deepening
econonic crids cun be seen {rom the fol-
lowing items picked at randoem from the linan-
cia! colupms of the Mew York Times of
August 7

Juiy Building awards in 37 stotes east of
the Rockies fell 386 fram the previous
montk and 45 from the total of July 1929;
steel fngot production deciined halt a mil
livn tons from June and nearly swo millien
tons from July 1929; the daily pig-iron out
put for July dropped 139 from the preced
g month; the June gross operating  in
railvoads  dropped
1695, It is true 1929 saw coxtraordinary
records. But then the bigger the figures, the
bigger the fall—and the higger the fall, the
bigger the blow to American capitalism. Al
of which reminds vz that it is now nearly
six months—I30 days— since Moover de-
clared an March 2th thar “wnemployment
would be ended in osixty davs”  As a false
frophet and an empev-promise maker Hoav-
er is wnbestable, 4 s amasing how much
the American working class will stand, Yet
there is hope. A year ago millions of work-
ers etill dreamed of Hooverian prosperity,
Todav these dreams kave become night
mares. And when the American workers fin-
ally have their.rude awakening there will
ke some rude lessoma taught the parasitic
clasz whom Hoover now represents in the
White House.
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THE WAR CLOUDS GATHER

T wasn't necessary to wait for the returning congressional solons to realize the
“acuteness of the war danger. The signs of the oncoming imperialist war have
for some time been as thick as locusrs in a plague.
However, the last month has produced 2 huge harvest of evidence showing
beyend the shadow of any doubt that the danger of another imperialist world

conflagration is not only ever-present but is ever-more acute, Painful as it might-

be to the pacifist the indisputable fact remains that capitalist peace, treaties are
only war masks, Thus above all, the path of the Versailles peace is the shortest
road to the impending blowup.

The war mutterings are changing to roars.  Never before were the imperial-
ist powers so busy plotting and arming against the Soviet Union, the colonial
masses, or against each other. And when Lloyd George, Clemenceau and Wilson
locked into the niirrors at Versaillés during the last peace conference, they could
see not peace heroes but only the caricatures of the demons of the imperialist war
of tomorrow. Trualy, the terms of the Versailles Freaty were never peace but al-
sways war terms. The Versailles Treaty was the first gigantic step toward the com-
ing world war and not the first peace step after the last war.

This explains some of the highly significant war developments of recent
weeks. [ust this is the real meaning of the speech delivered by Dr. Gottfried Tre-
viranus, Minister for Occupied Areas in the German Cabiner, when he spoke of
the Polish Corridor as an “unjust boundary under foreign sovereignty” and that
the “German land which today is lost to us will some day be recaptured.” The
French Minister of 'War, Maginot, only added fuel to the flames when he sim-
ultanecusly emphasized that the present French army is too small. The French
army maneuvers on the Lorraine borders this year were the biggest the French
imperialist cligue has engaged in since the last war. Of course, the Balkans are
the cockpit of Europe. More than once have the war clouds first gathered dark-
est here,

Let no one make a mistake about it. German imperialism lost the war—
But hasn’t lost the peace yet. It is atter folly to consider Germany as a colony.
Germany is a first class imperialist power. Only the other day Germany protest-
ed against the British imperialist attempts to tighten control on their former Afri-
can possessions. The German imperialists are today working overtime to over-
throw the Versailles Treaty and the Young. Plan based on it

Fagcism in Germany is riding in largely on the crest of a wave of opposi-
tion to the allied imperialist robber treaty of Versailles, Look at the last Ger-
man elections, The German answee to the Briand questionnaire for a “United
States of Europe” showed the real feeling towards Versailles in the ranks of
every section of German imperialisn.

But et no one forget that the growing demand for a revision of the Ver-
sailles Treaty is not limited to Germany, This demand is only a reflex of the
sharpening antagonisms among all the imperialist powers and their puppet “re-
publics”. There is no louder advocate of the revision of Versailles than Musso-
lini, than Italian imperialism, which but yesterday was one of the pillars of the
“Paris Peacc”. Then, how nieaningful is the following warning from one of the
Frankest mouthpiece of Wall Street! ' -

“The one thing that is clear is that the responsibility for maintaining
peace in Europe depends now upon the former Allies rather than upon
Germany. As long as the injustices of Versailles continue, as long will they
keep peace in jeopardy. The Allies can remove the jeopardy whenever they
so will."” {Commercial and Financial Chronicle, Sept, 13, 1930}

Still, there is an even more powerful factor underming the whole capitalist
WVersailles peace edifice with its Young Plan, its Internadonal Bank of Settle-
ment, and its sundey debt-payment agreements. This is the economic factor, We
have in mind the marked decline in the prices of commodities, This weans that

all reparations and debts—the final payment of which is always in comniodities .

—are today a far more oppressive and crushing burden on all the vangquished
-and nearly all the victorious imperialist powers in the fast war, This is s¢ becanse
with prices being lower now, the debtors and reparations payers must today
turn over to their creditors and reparation receivers much more in commodities
than some years ago when the peace or rather last war treaties were first signed. .

Before this decisive economic force the imperialist alliances and ententes of
yvesterday are only a howse of cards—blown to all corners by the first strong
winds of economic adversity. The very acute world-wide economic erisis is the
mightiest force of hastening the next imperialist war. Rolling out of the depths
of the present economic crisis, yesterday’s war rumblings are today the thander
and lightning of temorrow’s infernal storm and devastation.

Can the impending imperialist war be stopped? Only the international work-
ingclass can answer. What will the next imperialist war bring? Will it be the last
one? Only the united action of the workers of the world along the path taken by
our Russian brothers in abolishing capiralism, m setting up a Soviet Republic,
can give a constructive answer to these questions, Otherwise the very technical
progress about which capitalism boasts so loudly, the much-vaunted. chemical
angl aeronautical progress, will themselves be the undertakers burying civilizatien
as such.
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The Fruits of a False Course

Gastonia Defendants and ILD

The appeal of the Gastorna defendants
was rejected by the Supreme Court of
the State of North Carolina which
sustained the verdict of the lower court
according to which the szeven workers
received sentence totalling (o over one
hundred years for the “erime™ of trying
to organize the textile woirkers of the
South. ’

As soom as it was announced that the
North Caroling Supreme Court had
sustained the convietion of the militants,
the seandalons eonfusion and irrespons-
ibility with mwhich the TLI) and the
Party burecrats had handled the whale
matter beecame public. Tt suddenly ap-
peared that the defendants could not he
produced, that they had ip fact jumyed
bail. The ILD was in helpless confusion:
it promised to “produce the defendacts™,
it “ called upon the Communist Party
and the National Textile Workers Union
to produce the defendants”, and so on.
Then suddenly the Maily Worker, of
August 27, 1930 published au editorial
endorsing bail jumping én principle and
in particular endorsing the bail jwmping
of the Gastonia deferdants. A scnsation
wag prodieed in labor circles close to the
revolutionary movement.

As soon as this became public the
Communist Party (Majority Group) is-
sued a declaration denouncing the brutal
class wverdiet of the North Carolina
Court and rveviewing the mismanage-
ment and false policies of the CP leader-
ghip which had wrecked the Gastonia
campaign and which had been forced
upen the defendonts against their will
The statement condemned in the sharp-
est term the Party leadership’s endorsc-

-ment of hail jumping in prineciple and in

the Gastonla ecase, paibling out:

“The new sweeping deelsion of the
Central Committee of the Communist
Party strikes a "heavy blow at the
most fundamental interests of the
workers. . It affords an cxcuse to the
capitalist government to deny bail or
to pluce prohibitive bail for workers
arrested becaunse of their aclivity in
the ¢lass struggle "

The =taterent explained that dfor
Cominunisits the question of skipping
hail cannot be treated by means of a

general rule but must he dealt with
in conneciion with each individual ecase.

“In this jnstanee we believe that
the decision to have the Gastonia de-
fendunts skip bail 1= wrong. It will
tend te parilyze all militani strike
slruggles in the South.. Besides a
general poliey of jumping bail makes
it extrenmely diffienit to  ralse any
Tunds for bailing out victims of class
justice.”

At ghout {hiz time the report appear-
ed, upon the authority of the Civil Liber-
ties Tnign, that Fred E. Beal and an-
other defendant were reiurnming from
Eurcpe to give themselves up fo serve
thely sentences, This brought about a
sharp ard slanderous attack of the ILD
buroerats upon the CP-Majerity Group
and upon Roger Baldwin of the Civil
Liberiies Union in person as “placing
the guestion of badl money abyve the lives

of the defendants™ To this the CP-
Majority Gruup replied:

“We again declare that it is notl the
desive to avold losing the bail meney
but only political considerations that
have dictated our policy. It i5 the
ILD which fails to scc the basie
politeal 1ssues Involved in the latest
Gastonia developments. That jz why
Comrude Engdahl maintains that by
‘yefunding there contributions-—made
for bail—the whole izsue would he
‘wettled’l ™ ’
The appeal ends with the words:

“Tinally, and above ail, we cmphas-
ize before the entire working ¢lass
that it iz net vet too late for all work-
ing men and working wamen to rally
to 1he defenze of the Gastoniu victims
in order to gave them from hellish
dungeons of American ‘democracy’ ..
All workers, all Iabor organizations,
regardless of political or any other
differehees, sheould elose their rahks
to form one poewerful united working
clasz front to win the frecdom of the
brave Gustonia fighters., It is only the
uanited foree and might of the workers
that ean really save the Gastonia de-
fendacts. .. It iz to ithe workers that
we appeal as the real sopreme conrt
in thiz case..!”

New Workers School Announces Courses

Applies “Stagger Plan” for Courses—Wednesday & Thursday
Reserved for School

The problermn of how workers active in
the labor movement can find time to
take courses to train themselves for
more effective activity has at last been
solved by the adoption of gz “stagger
plan” sinilar te those used 1o Jessen
traffic congestion, The New Workers
School has reguested the Comnmunist
Party (Majority Group) to set aside two

nights of the week when all of -its mem-.

bers will he froe from all other activit-
{es, in order that they may attend the

gehool, The request was approved and .

Wednesday and Thursday are now set
aside as “school nights”. On those nights
no other -group activities OF ANY
DESCRIPTION are to’ be held. Groups,
seetions, fraetions, eommitteess, ete. are
instructed by the National Burd to meet
on other nights of the week so that all of
thair . members, without exception, can
take one or more courses. Other labor
organizations and workingmen'’s c¢lub’s
sympathetic with the aims of the school
and desirgus of prometing working-class
education among their- members, are
urged to do the same,

ALL COURSBES ON WEDNESDAY
AND THURSDAY

In place of scattering its coutrses over
every night of the week and making it
impossible for many active workers to
take the courses most desirable for their
needs, afl study courses dre scheduled
for Wednesday and Thursday nights.
The larger headquariers inte which the
School has moved makes this possible!
Only the popular lecture courses are of-
fered on other nights of- the weck than
the two mentioned. =

Here is a partial lizt of the conrses of-'

fered by the School. They are all sche-
duled to open in Octobed. - Registration
is now going on at the new building, 63

Madizon Ave., corner 27th Street. Work-
ers should register now for the eourses
listed Dbelow: :

1. “The Clss War Today'—Jay Love-
stone, A serics of popular leceures on
history in the making. Sunday nights
at 8 p. ome Single lectures 35¢  Three
manths §2,530, :

2. “Fundamentals of Communism—D), Ben-
jamiin, Thaursday nights at 7 p. m. Three
months 82,50,

3. “AMarxian  Econmemics” — B. Herman,
Wednesday night at 7 p. m. Three
months §2.50

4. “Program of the Communist Interna-
tiomal” — Herbert Zam. Wednesday
nights at 8:15 p. . Three months §2.50

5. “Marxism-Leminism — Will Herberp,
Wednesday nights ot 8:15 p. m. Three
months §2.50,

6. “Marxian Philosophy? Ber Wolfe
Thursday nights at 8:1% p. m. Three
months §2.50,

7. “Social Forces in American History"'—
Jim Cork,- Thursday nights ar 7 p, m.
Three months 82,50,

8  “Decisive Battles in Amencan Lazbor
History"*—David J.Saposs. Six lectures
on Friday nights at & p. m, Single
lecture 35¢ Fee for the course $1.50.

9. “EninSh {t-:tr_ Foreign Born Workers”—
Joe Spéare. Wednesday nights 2t 7 p. o
Three months §2.50.

10. “Advanced English™—M, Weher. Thurs-
day nights at 8:15 p. m. Three months
92.30.

The Chinese Revolution and the Peasantry

With the collapse of ihe Wuhan “left”
Kuominiang government as the concen-
tration point of the revolutionary forees
in the nationalist movement (1927) and
with the crushing of {he Sovict insur-
reption in Canton (November 1827), the
Chinese revelulion entered a pericd of
deep depressiom and ruihless persecation.
Terror raged ibrucut the land. The la-
hor unions and peasants organizations
were suppressed will ineredible cruelty.
In the two and & half years ihat fol-
lowed over 500,000 men and woinen were
nmurdered by the militarist tyrants for
activily in behalf of the masses. Fvery
form of labor struggle, every attempt to
better the conditions of the peasants,
avery effort on behalf of ithe ciiy poor
(the artisans, the small merchants, the
students), every manilestation of mili-
{ani azti-militarist activily was as bru-
tully suppressed by the Kuomintang gov-
eroment of Chiang Kai-shek as by the
aemi-feudal despot, Chang Hsueh-liang,
oif Manchuria.

At the same time the eollapse of the
first great wave of the Chinese revolu-
tion marked a profound realignment of
soeial forees. The Chinese big Tour-
geoisie aund the top lavers of the middle
and petiy bourgecisie, the country gen-
try and sections of the rich peasants had
now definitely desertod the national
strugizle and possed vver into the camp
of the counter-revelution, into support
of imperialisty,  Whatever thoir revolu-
tiomary potcutialities. might have been
at one time, they were now completely
exhausted. Un the side of the national
liberation movenent wers still to be
found ihe workers, the poor and middle
peasants, and {he masses of the city
poor (the artisapes, the small merchants,
the peor students). But this advaneed
stage veached i the conceriration of
class forces did not at all fmply that the
fundamental character of the revolution
had changed. The revolution still ve-
mained—and =l remains —a Lowrgenis-
denmwceratic revolutivn.  The desertion of
the right wing elements frem the nation-
al vevelntion not only did net advahee
the bousrgeods revolution but, on the con-
trary, set it back a good deal. None of
the objects of the bourgeois revolution
have as vet been accomplizhed: China
is not vel free and united; the land is
still in the hawrds of the exploiting cle-
ments: the remazims of fewdalism still
exist; the systomy of imperialist controt
s slronger than ever. The tasks of the
bourgenis-democratie revolution are still
to be aceomulished.  But the hourscojs
revolution is in an advanced stage, a
stage 0 which the upper strata of the
population have exhausted their revolu-
tionary potentintities {in the tfaee of the
sharpening ¢lass  differéntintion} and
have passed into {he camp of reaction.

b * Eo

The Basis of the Peasants
Movement

In this situaiion, the rapid revival of
the peasant movement which we are wit-
nessing today, comes ag a sign that the
period of depression of the Chinese revo-
lution js nearing an end. The basis for
the new uprising of the peasuni revelu-
tien is to be found in the serious apgra-
votion of the agrarian ¢risis in recent
ronths and jn the growing acuteness of
the econumic depression geneknlly. At
Tl game time the outbrezk of the mili-
tarist clique strugele belween Chiang
Kaizhek and the “Northern eoaljilon”
(reflecting on the one hand the striving
for hegemony on an all-China scale of
the Shanghai bourgesisie and, on the
gther, the imperizlisi antagonisms he-
tween the T.8.A, and u loose Anglo-
Japanese hloe) provided a very good ap-
portunity {or the expansion of the peas-
ant movement apd for the growth and
forward march of ihe peasant armies.
The weakening of the power of Nunking
thra the withdrawal of ifs iroops to the
North and thru the general chaos iniro-
dueod by the eivil war presented a situa-
tion in which the peasant forees ecould
congolidate themsclves and make great
advanees,

L * F

The Advance of the Peasant
' Armies
The present wpsurge of the prazant

revolutionary micvement takes place
along the wave of vietoricus advance of

the revolutionary armies. This is a fun-
damental characteristic of the Chinese
revolution in general. Unlike the “typi-
eal”  eolonial-natiopal revolution, in
which the people rise, mostly unarmed
or Ladly armed, and confront the imper-
jalist power, *in China it is =ot the un-
arned people against the troops of their
awn government but the aried people in
the form of its revolutionary army. In
China anned revolution is fighling arm-
cd counter-revolution™ {Stalin).

The Red peasant armiies that are play-
ing such an important part in the pres-
ent stape of the Chinese revelution are
composed largely of spontaneous peas-
ant” pertisan (guerilla} bands and the
remnants of the old revelutionary armies
with some support of the revolotionary
elements in the cities.  Approximately
the composition of the peasant armies is:
poor peasants, 60 % ; revelutionary sald-
iers (mostly peasants), 209%; workers,
4% : eity poor, 11¢;. The actual size of
the peasant armies is hard 1o estimate
hut aceording to ihe report of Comrade
Sin {at the X VI Congress of the CPST),
“40 Murch of thiz vear the Chinese Red
Army had 62,000 men. Now, however,
there are about 100,00 men who axe in
possession of 52,000 rifies.” These arm-
jes arc being constantly augmented thru
peasant recruiling and thru new parti-
sah bands. Yith the support of the peas-
antry the Red armies have been able 1o
seore congiderable wvictories and make
great headway., Ten. provinces (of the
sighteen in Inner China) are invalved
in the advances of the Red troops and
scores of millions of peasants affected
{estimated at about 50,000,0003.  In
many provinecs, but especially in the
twa very importan peasant provinees,
Hunazn and Kigngsu, poisant soviets
have already Deen established and about
17,000,000 peasants are embraced within
the power of these soviets. -

So far the peasant movement has beeh
larpely coneentrated in the Scuthern
provinces, the mavement in the Northern
regions being very much weaker and less
developed.

The peasant movemnent, of which the
Red armies arc the spearhead, has as-
sumed 2 dirert revelutionary character.
Tts aims are the overthrow of the militar-
isty and of the semi-feudal exploiting
eloments on the land, the emancipation
of the peasants from the intolerable load
of remts, taxes and wsury, and the dis-
tpribition of the land among the peasants,
Whore the Red armies penetrate and the
peasant revolution triumphs revolution-
ary peasant counecils {peasant saviets)
are set up as the organs of power of the
revolulionary peasants. Altho the spon-
tanecus elemerits in the meovement are
very great, it is in general under the di-
rection of the Communist Party and de-
velops along the Communist program.

_It.is clear that the degrec of success
of the Red armies—and therefore, in

general, the rate of progress of the peas-
ants revolutlon—is closely  conheeted
with the course and development of the
militarist civil war. The more acute
grows this militarizt eivil war, the great-
e the disintegration of the existing reac-
tionary powcets in China, the more pro-
tracted the political erisis in the coun-
try, the more favorable does the situa-
tion become for the development of the
eonditions for a new rise of the Chinese

revolution.
»* Ld

The Proletariat and the

Revolution

The outstanding feature of the situa-
tion in China today is the gap between
the revolutionary development among the
peasants and among the city population,
aapecially the proletariat.  Even if the
faets and figures given by Comrade Siu
in his report are to be taken uncritically,
it eannot he denied that the revolution-
ary upsurge among the peasants has
found hui a relatively weak echo among
the ¢ity warkers., This is a fact of fun-
damental importance in estlimating the
political significance of the peasant rev-
olution in relation to the problem of the
Chineze revolution as a whole.

“In the conduct of the spontancous
partisan actions of the peasants jn the
provinces”—the rvesolution of the IX
Plenum of the Feoei pointed out—"the
Party must keep in mind that these ac-
tions ean only be transformed into the
starting point of a victorious uprizing
of the whele people under the condition
that it goes hand in hand with a .new
upsurge of the revolutionary wave in the
proletarian centers.” o .

In a country like China a peasant rev-
olution cannot maintain an independent
existence: efther it becomes a part of 2
popular revolation led by ihe proletariat
or else it has no basie revolutionary per-
spectives, Failure to see this fact consti-
tutes one of the outstanding errors of
the present course of the Communist In-
ternational and of the Communist Party
of China. o

In a country like China, morecver, a
unified nationzl Soviet power {today as
the expreszion of the demeocratic dicta-
torship of the proletariat and the peas-
antry) cannot be establizshed zsimply upon
peasant soviets. For a soviet power in
China, workers soviets are absolutely es-
sential and indispenzable,

“In China and India, where a cer-
tain minimum of the industrial” pro-
letariat exists, the formation of work-
ers soviets is the prereguisite fur ihe

establishment of the Soviet power™

{8talin, at the VII Plenum of the

Feeld.

How far the prescnt Jeadership of the
Erei'and the CP of China scem to have
{orgotten this fundamental prineiple; is
shown by the abortive attempt to call to-
gether an All-China Soviet-Congress and
organize an All-Chinaz Soviet power at

a time when the only basis were a cer-
tain nmumber of peasant soviets with very
slim contacis with the labor movement
in the eities

It is a fundamental characteristic of
the Chinese rfevolution (as it is in al
eolonial couniries in which there exists
some sort of proletariat) that the peas-
amlry as such cannot lead the revolu-
tion: the leadership of the revolution
belongs irrevocably to the prolefariaf.
Therefore for a definite revival of the
Chinese revolution, for a conclusive end
to the period of depression, it Is neees-
sary that the present rising peasant
movement be transformed from an “in-
dependent factor” (which it is more or
less today) into an ally and support of
the revelutionary movement of the pro-
letariat in the cities. This is a funda-

nental idea of Leninism.
* [ ¥

The Basic Task of the

Revoluntion

Tt is very clear that the basic task
of the Chinese rovolution today in view
of the whole situation is the ralsing of
the level of the revelutionary movement
in the cities, the stimulation of the radi-
calization of the proletariat and the city
poor, the strenglhening of the organiza-
tion of the warkers {which are now very
weak and disorganized), and the forma-
tien of a firm politieal and organization-
al tie between the revelutionmary move-
ment in ithe eitles and the revolutionary
peasant movement. This tie can be. es-
{ablished thry the development of revo-
lutionary organs of strugegle in the cities
against the militarists, exploiters and
imperialists, revolutionary people’s com-
mittees made up of representatives of
the factories, labor erganizations, arti-
sans, small merchants and stndents—
those commitiees o be connected up
closely with the peasant soviets where
they exist or else with the peasant com-
mittecs and peasant Jeagues. This
is the romd to a workers and peasant
Sovict power as the organ of the nation-
al revolution in China.

L L *

But a prerequizite for the successful
development of the revelution in China
is the transzformation of the Communist
Party of China into a real vahguard of
the Chinese proletariat and an effective
leader of the Chinese revolution. In the
depression after 1927, the Chinese Com-
munist Party was practically wiped cut.
Today offictally no more than 5,000 mermn-
bers are claimed in the cities, of whom
about 35% are proletarians. (The mem-
hership of the CP China was onee more
than 33,000, overwhelmingly in the cit-
ieg). The Party is dominsted by an ul-
tra-left .course with putschist tendencies.
The old opportunism that ruled in the
Party in 1926-27 has been “corrected”,
under the influence of the ultra-left re-
gime in the CI, to a sectagianism and ad-
vepturism that has’ erippled the Party.
The Party must change its course—it
must agaih become a party of the pro-
{eteriat: only in this way will it be able
to regain its position as leader of the

Chinese . revolution,
* * *

China and World Politics

China is one of the focal points of
world polities; whatever happens in
China inmmediately achieves world sig-
nificance. China js today ene of the
big foundations of world imperialism
and its role in ihe ecomomy of the var-
ious hig imperialisi countries has been
greatly enhanced by the world-wide
ceonomwic depression and the eager search
for markets. For thiz reason the imper-
ialisi powers (Grest Britain, Japan,
7. 8 A, Franeed are fully conseious
of the menare that the revival of the
Chinese revolutionary movement holdg
out {o them. Tt iz ne longer possible ta
rely simply on the war lords; the pow-
ers are now engaged in direct interven-
tion. They have sent ships of war and
troops to Chinese lerritory and have al-
ready engaged in open attacks upon the
peasant armies.- It is true that because
of the immediate configuration of im-
perialist foress in China (the U.5.A.
against a loose bloe of England and.
Japan), no formal -blee of powers for
intervention has az yet been formed hut
this in no way diminishes the menace of
imperializt intervention to the revolution

{Continued on Page 1Z2)




Before the A, F. of L. Convention

The A.F.of L.Conventionandthe Left Wing

The Jubilee Convention of the Amer-
iean Federation of Labor will open in
Boston on October 8, 1930, It will mark
the fifticth anpiversary of the crganiza-
tion. The event is bound to be of great
importance, especially from an historieal
point of view.

In the eourse of fifty years the organi-
zation has gone thru many changes. It
hasz now left behind its early history of
struggle and organization. As a logleal
rasuli of the policies of its reactionary
affriala-we it hag become the seat of re-
action within the laber movemecnt.

The develapment of Amerjcan imper-
jalism—particularly in the post-war per-
jod—has brought about many changes
in the crganization. Precisely because
thi A. F. of L. has been an organization
largely of skilled workers has it so easily
fallen under the influenee of U. 8. im-
perialism. The fabulous super-profits of
Awmerican imperialism made it possible
for the capitalists fo favor some sections
of the skilled workers and to widen the
chasm between the skilled and the mil-
“iens of unskilled and semi-skilied wheo
comprise the large army of the unor-
ganized in most of the basic and strateg-
i¢ industries in the United States. In
this process the hegemony of American
capitalism over the labor burceracy be-
came practically complete. The labor of-
ficialdom, by and large has come into
the fold of American imperialism. The
Greens and the Walls are the direet
agents of imperialism in the labor move-
ment, doing 1he bidding of Wall Street
at beck and call.

* % ¥

The A. F. of L. Cobvention takes place
aft a time when the coumtry is in the
throes of a very severe economic erisis.
The economic crisis has blasted the hol-
low contentions of American capitalism
that it has sclved the guestion of econ-
omic erisis and, as Hoover so glibly put
it, can insure "permanent prosperity.”
It has blasted ihe new “wage theories”
of ghe A. F. of L. burocracy that mass
production plus high wages are the foun-
dation of American prosperity. It has
exploded the myth that mass production,
the Yord plan, with its speedup and ef-
ficieney labor-saving methods guarantee
a good living to the American workers
for all time to come. The memnbership
of the A. F. of L. has been very badiy
hit by the crisis. Unemplovment has
reached unprecedented heights, wapges
are being cut, unions are being smashed,
With zbeut six million anemployed, with
a technological uncmplovment of over
one million driven out of industry by ra-
tionalization, with part time employment
and “vacatlon without pay”™ becoming a
more and miore prominent feature of
American industrial life, with wage cub-
ting the order of the day and capitalist
reaction growing day by day, ithe buro-
cracy of the A, F. of L. will find it very
diffieult at the Jubilee Convention to put
conviction into their praises of the rule
of American capiial, of the policies of
collaboration and cooperation with the
capitalists. In the light of the prevailing
conditions as they effect the workers, in-
cluding the workers in the A, F. of L. the
support of the officialdom for rationaliza-
tion and for the Houver economic pro-
gram will lack positiveness and power
to deceive that it had in the period of so-
called prosperity.

* - [}

The appearance of Herbert Hoover at

the Convention will be of great import-.

ance. He came to greet the Convention
in the name of American capital and fo
¢nlist the support of the A. F. of L, for
the foreign and domestic policies of 1.
8, imperialism. Thru Huover's appeai-
ance the Hoover-Green “no strike” pact
will receive the official sanction of the
A. F. of L. thru the Convention. Thus
the stamp of approval will he given ta
wage cuts, increased’ speed-up, union
smashing capitalist reaction. _

In tha face aof acute unemployment
and with no prospects of immediate re-
lief, the statement of William Green,
president of the A. F. of L. against any
sort of unemployment insuranece is a
very fitting prelude to the Jubilee Con-
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by Ben Gitlow

vention and to Mr. Hoover's appearance
as a spokestmen at a labor gathering.
More than anything else, this stand of

Green’s exposes the antl-labor character -

of the reigning burceraecy of the A F.
of L. '
L] * *

The discontent and unrest among the
three million members of the A. F. of L.
iz growing by leaps and bounds. If it re-
acted to the prevailing situation and to
the conditions of its membership as a la-
bor organization should, the A, F. of L.
Convention would present no such pie-
tare. The burecracy will meet compla-
coenily and speak on behalf and in fhe
name of labor without fear of contradic-
tion or ¢pposition. Within the A, F. of
L. there is practically no organized left
wing oT opposition to the reactionary bu-
rocracy—and this at a time when there
exists so much discontent with things as
they are and with the course of the hu-
rocracy. The once powerful left wing has
been liquidated by the policies of Trade
Union Unity League which, well over a
vear ago, abandoned left wing activity
within the A. F. of L. unions and adopted

the DeLeonist poliey of building new

unions and deserting the millions of or-
ganized workers.

The consideration of the A. F. of L
membership as 2 reactionary mass and
of work in the A. F. of L. as uscless is
based 0 the premise that American im-
perialism is in a position.to keep satis-
fied the three million memhbers of the
conservative uniors. Such a conception
is the very reverse of the truth, especial-
ly today, and every development in the
lahor movement shows this,

What the TUUL has destroved must
he built up again. A harp turn must
be made in policy if & militant rark and
file oppusition is to be developed once
more at a time when there is more need
than ever for such an opposition move-
ment. The hast way to greet the A. F.
of L. Corvention jg to rajse the cry:
“Buek into the 4. F. of L. and the exist-
ing witions!” “Orgonice-o rank and File
movement to oust the renctiomary offi-
cieldom, o fight for o miliiani program
against class collaboration, and o make
the cxisting unions militant organiztiions
on behalf of the workers!”

On what program shall all progressive
and militant trade union forces be unit-

WHAT THE A. F. OF L. WAS ORGANIZED FOR...

Wheteas a struggle is going on in all the pations of the civilized
world between the oppressors and the oppressed of all countries, a styug-
gle between the capitalist and the laborer, which grow in intensity from
vear to year, and will work disastrous results to the toiling milliens if they
are not combined for their mutnal protection and benefit;

It, thercfore behooves the representatives of the trade and labor
unions of America, in convention assembled, to adopt such measures and
disseminate such principles ameong the mechanics and laborers of our
country as will permanently unite them to secure the recognition of
rights to which they are justly entitled; .

We, therefore, declare ourselves in favor of the formation of thoro-
going Federation, embodying every trade and labor organization in Amer-
ica, organized under the trade union system.

(From the resolution en the formation of the
American Federation of Labor, 1881},

Is There a Change of Line?

About the Trade Union Policy of the Party

In many sections of the Paxty member-
ship and sympathizers the impression
has arisen that the mnew trade union

.course of the Party and of the Com-

intern (or shall we say anti-trade union
course) has been undergoing a change
in the right direction of late. This im-
pression is striking testimony to the keen
desire for a chunge felt in the ranks
of the Communists i this country; un-
fortunately, however, it iz hardly justi-
fied by the facts.

The Party comrades and sympathizers
who helieve a change of course is tak-
ing plagce peint to a so-called “right
about face” that was supposed to have
taken place fn the Party policy on the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers {at first
the TUUL was “against” participating
in the AQW plections—then the TUUL
decided “for™}. They call attention fa
the recent articles of Johnstone advocat-
ing "“working in the unjons”, to the ru-
mors that the RILT Congress is “in fav-
or of working in the unions”, and so on.
They note the editorial answer to the
Daily Worker to a silly article of Sam
Darey on the AF.L. in which answer
the necessity for “working in the A. F.
of L." is emphasized. And so on . .

But, as we mentioned, the appedrances
are very superficial; unfortunately the
old linc ‘remains absolutely unchanged
fundamentally. What iz the objective
of Leninist trade union work? To go
into the trade unions, to work in and
build and strengthen the unions, to win
the eonfidence of the membership, to cap-
ture the unions, to cust the reactionary
officials, to revolutionize the unions.
What -are the objectives that the new

Party course puts before those whom it
urges to work in the 4. F. of L.7F We
quote from the Puily Werier editorial
reply to Darey (August, 1%, 1830):

“Revelutionary workers must ear-
ry on thejr activities within the A
F. of 1. for the building of the rev-
alutionary trade unions.’

In other words the Party line is to go
inta the A. I, of L. unions to break them
up (they are supposed to he “company
unions™) and to get the members of the
unions to join the imaginary paper “rev-
elutionary unions” of the TUUEL.

The Leninist view is: Go inte ths
untons fo win them! The ultra-left sec-
tarian view is: {ro fnto ifte unions to
gmragh themf

No greater difference could be possi-
ble!

JTUST OUT...

Indispensable Matertal on the Indian
Revolution

INDIA IN REVOLT

Material and Documents on  the
Struggle of the Indian Masses
for Freedem

15€C

REVOLUTIONARY AGE
63 Madison Ave. - New York City.

ad? On the following immediate pro-
gram:

1. For unemployment insurance!
Against wage-cuts!

3. Against the class collaboration poli-
cies of the reactiomary officialdom!

4. For amalgamation of the craft unions
into industtia] unions!

3, Agpainst the so-called “non partisan®
policy of the A. F. of L. in political
action! For a Labor Party!

6. For the organization of the unot-

ganized!

7. Againgt militarism. jmperialism, and
the danger of war!

8, For the recognition of the Sovier
Unien!

The Jubilece Convention of the A, F.
of L. will play a truly sigrificant and
historieal role if the danger of its reac-
tionary, pro-capitalist, pro-imperialist
pourae will gerve {o arouse and to bring
together 2]l those forces of opposition
working for rebirth of a powerful lefi
wing opposition moveament in the Ameri-
can labor uniens!

NEW FORCES FOR OUR
GROUP
{ Contisteeed from page 2}
the Negro orgazizer of the Party, Com-
rade Huizwood, and how a fow days
later he reeceived an “invitation™ from
Comrade Briggs to come fo “see™ him.
At the same time rumors began to be
spread that Comrade Francis was a
A gvestoneite”, At this time, as Comrade
Franeis points out, “T never saw Com-
rade Lovestone and therefore eould not
have held any conversation with  him.
Weither was ] acquainited with any of
his supporiers or with 1he main issue of
the controversy.” Comrade Fraceis then
recounts how aftempts were made fo
diseredit him with rwoners about his TLI)
tour, a campaign which ihe National Of-
fice of the JLI} officially “disavowed™.
Then c¢ame the order from Otto Huis-
wood, the Negro oyganizer for ibe Party,
that Comrade Francis “muat discontinue
work for the ANLC until he had report-
ed to him”. This order was issued just
before a meeting of the ANLC loeal to
which Comrade T'raneis had succeeded in
petting nine new menibers, Comrade
Franeis left the mecting. Thercupon...)

The ANLC lost nine membera. Today
it has ten on paper—elght white and two
Negroes—aend does pot funetjon,

{Then followed, as Comrade Franecis
explains, an interview with Herbiert,
Newton, the natjonal secretary of the
ANLC...)

The intorview waz fiery to say the
least. The conrade promizcd to write me
the next day. I am still waiting for that
letter.

A week or two later for special reas-
ons I wrote an article on  the Virgin
Islands. Ceriainly, under the circumstan-
cos mentioned, T weuld not send it to the
Daily Warker. It was zent to the Revo-
Iutionary Age and accepted. Immediate-
1y I received the long delaved reply from
the Control Commission to appear at the
Natiopal Office to dizenss my member-
ship in the Brooklyn Party scetion, in
spite of the fact that my memberzhip
there had already bren rejected!

From the experiences outlined I came
to the canclusion that wmy place is in the
CP-Majority Group. There I propose to
stay until misleadership and fanatieism
be replaced by ability, expericnee, and
comimoen sense in the ranks of the Com-
munist movoment in the United States.

ROTSCHILD FRANCIS
Septamber 12, 1930,

A LETTER
_Sept. 23, 1930,

Dear Comrade:- o
I am scnding vou 50 cents for the.
movement., Sorry I cannut send you ainy
more, 1 am working only 2 to 3 dav,z 5
weck. As foon as ihe work piekc. up 1
will send you more. I will try b5 collect
from friends money for the m- yvement.
L. ALARON
Milw..aukee, Wisc.

The A. FE. L. and the Army

_ Green Spea ks Before rhe Army Industrial College

O the oeension of the fifticth o=
versary of the Amciicen Federation of
Tabor wlich wuas ergawized 1881 {e
wnite workers “in the struggle hetweeil
the opprésaors antd the o;np-::em_wd, the
capitalisi ond the laberers”, it @ worth
aefite publishing the most fnportant sec-
rioms of the comjislential .-“‘uld?'eh‘s”dt’-
tivered by Mr. Williog Geeen, Pregidead
of the slmerican Federation of Labor,
hefore the Armu Tadustrinl  College,
Washington, D C. My Greews owil
words conviet him of bebng an agent c_:_f
Woll Street’s imporialist war inacfitie
the organizations of the workers.

. ST F
CGeneral Patriok, Mombers of the Avmy

Industrinl  College, Fellow Citizons

and Friends: S

1 eannot begin to tell you how much
1 appreciate this, opportunity of mecting
with vou, speaking tu ¥ou and be_{:!:lm-
ing acquainted with xyou Ilestcem it a
very great. pleasure, a privilege, avd a
very great honor.

War iz sa serious that the overagco
person is inclined to shrink from econ-
sidering it and discussing it I\'ewrt}}e-
less, reasonable minded prople realize
we are living in a very praciieal world
and the peoples of the world hidve ot vot
yeached the. point where the menace of
war has entirely disapprarved. -

T would pot be 50 presumptuous as 1o
attempt to diseuss with you the seience
of war or the plans of warfure. fi iz
apon - this phase of e .-subjg'{:f.. I eun
presume to speuk, hecausc during iy
{ife's association with.Jaber, I have exn-
deavored to comprehend and understand
the psyehological and njoral atuitude of
the morkers toward war and -prepara-
tions for war. The representotives of
the A. F. of L. are .glad to supply on
and thase e represait will information
regarding ifs work and 13 aetivities, I
is in thiz spirii that T come to meet with
vou and te speak te vou -today.

On a number of cecasions my iMustri-
ous  predecessor, the late Mr. Gumpers
appeared hefore rou and addressed you.
1 am sure vou reeall, with very great
intevest and much satisfaetion his na-
triotic, interesting and instruétive ad-
dresszez. A studyv of his reported urter-
ances reveals the helpful adviee he guve
and the valuable information he vnpart-
ed. His service in this way was a distinct
contribution to your fund of information
and- ta the best intercsts and general
welfare of the Government.

1 reeall very distizetly the mecting
of the Execuiive Council of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor, which was beld
abont four wecks before the declaration
of war on Apri) 6, 1917, by the Congress
of the United States, when the state-
ment of ihe positien of the Anerican
Federation of Lebor, inowar and.in peacc
wag- propared for submission te 2 eon-
forence of the representalives .of all in-
ternaiional and nutienal unions affiliated
with ihe Ameriean Tedevation of La-
hor. The report, prepared and submit-
ted by the Executive Council, was unan-
imously adopted by the conference. It
was @ historic meeting and the doco-
ment, as drafted and published, created
2 profound iwmpression and resulted in
the crysiallization of zentiment -among
the working people. of our COUniry . in
support.of America’s prsition and Amer-

ca's entry inte the World War. I am

sure I can say with all truthfulness thatl
the Bxecutive. Council and the repre-
sentatives of (he Awmerican Federation
of Lahor performed a most prefound and
patriotic serviee, nat anly 1o the Re-
public of the TUnited Stales but to the
world at large; when, thru the. cfficial
‘Aeelaration 10- which I have referred, it
pluced organized-labor golidly behind- the
govermment of the United Statles, in the
progeeution of the War. 1 was i thore
aceord with ihe aciion and declaration
of the Exeeutive Council of the Ameri-
¢an Federation of Lalor. I1-took a live-
1y intersst in all of.the work of the Ex-
ecutive Couneil, and I was in thorn ae-
cord with BMr. Gompers and my asso-
ciates on the Exerutive Counci) of the
Ameriean Tederafion of Tabor in the
formulation and in the  aloprion of ihe
program and policy which was-outlined
ond earried . out by thé American Fed-
aration of Labor during the World War,

Furthermore, it might not ‘he amiss
for me to advise that at this same per-

ied I was serving as the International
Fipancial Officer of the international
union of United-Mine Workers of Amer-
iea. As vou will Teeall, the problems of

supplving fuel for the nation beecanmwe

The A.F.L.in Figures

Below we publish -’che official figures
of memhbcrship of the American Federa-
tion of Labor in its first fifty vears of

_development. The figures are fairly e

curate until about 1928 when the cata-
strophical collapse of the United DMine
Workers of America is hidden in the
false por capita payments of Lewis

1897 264.825 1914 2,020,671
1896 278.016 1915 1,946,343
1849 549,422 191k 2,072,702
1900 548.521 1917 2,371,494
1901 789,537 1918 2.726,478
1902 . 1.024,399 1919 3,260,068
1903 1,465,800 1920 £,078,740
1894 1,676,200 1421 3,906,528
1905 1,494,300 1922 3.,195;3'35
C1006 1,454,200 1823 3,925,468
1507 1,538070 1924 2,865,979
1408 1,586,885 1925 2,878,297
1809 1,482,672 1926 2,803,966
1910 1,562,112 1827 2 812,527
1911 1,761,835 1928. 2,896,063
1912 1,770,145 1929 2 935,945

1913 . 1,996,004

unionist, and cooperation betiveen

WHAT THE BUROCRATS ARE TRYING TO
MAKE THE A. F. OF L. INTO . . .

A combination of these two ideas, then—a recognition of trade
laber and management in maintaining
high productivity and low cost unlf—constitutes . .

- —from the American Federationist,

. the, “new unionism.” -

efficial organ of the AL F. of L.

aeute. Aszocinted with thiz great basie
industry of eonl pining, 1 came {o un-
dersiand most clearly that an adeguate
supply of eoul was essential to 1he win-
ming of the war. It was indeed a pless-
nre w wee my anfluence in every way
possible  in stimulating whd aceeierating
the production of coal s¢ that hot onlky
the waT necds but ihe demesijc necds
of the pation right be advguately sup-
plied. The records show thai the min-
ers of our country responded to the vall
for service by nining and supplying coal
in such quantities as o Tux the transpol-
tation system of cur country far beyvond
their capacities.

The govermment, as well as the peo-
ple of Americd, learnod many Jessons
during the World War. Not the lowst
uf these was the relation of indostry,
the productive clements in industry and
the agriculiural forees of gur coumry
1o the peeds of the Army and the Navy.
We learned how neeessary il was to mo-
Vilize alk these forces:” In the light of
the cxperience we gainéd diring thi
World War, and with the knowledge we
have acquired regavding the advance-
ment made by science and enginecering,
in'the development of war agencies and
war mechinisny, we are vonfident thal
industry and ihe clements of production
will play an jhereasing part ju the canl-
duct of any Tuiure war i which’ our
zovernnent may Decome engaged. Quite
anothér Important lessen was the peces-
sity of maintaining the moerale of "all
the people 81 its higlest point. The Ger-
man wat machine collupsed beeause the
mnerate of the Gernah people Lroke down
at a erueial woment when they became
comnseipus of the fact ihat their wymy
was confronted by the superior forces

-of the Allies and the dash and spiris of

the Ameriean troops. They could not
mect this supremne test and Germany
wus lost. :

1n connection with this.subject, [.am

wondering .whether or hut the owners

and managers of muny large corpora-
tions and senle emplovers fh -America
think sirzight about the value of pa-
triotic devalion aund. Yove of country
which ghould-be encouraged and inspired
awnong the masses of our land.

All during - the Warld War,- organiza-
tion among the working people of Amer-
ica  produced inereased productivity,
higher skill .and a finer morale. These
ecsential qualifieations were -enhanced
thru the influence of the officers and
leaxders of the organized labor movement

of our land, For cxample, when war
was declared, the Government was con-
fronted with the question: “How ean the
forces of labor he successfully and ef-
ficiently mobilized?"  Instinetively it
turned 1o the organization which the
workers had formed and cobstriered.
The machinery of wrganized laboer was
availeble for the use of the Govermnent.
Thyu this ageney the Government was
served and assisled in making a survey
of available labor and . manpower, and
it utilized the services of the afficors
and reprosentatives of organizid labor
i its work of ovganization, coordination
and mohilization.

Would it not he the part of wisdom
for the Government, when considering
its preperedness program, le take inte
secount the efficiency, avallalility and
copsiructive use of a sirong, comprehen-
aive and resourceful grganization  of
Amierican working meén wnd wonzen”? The
gquestion 23 to how the manpewer, wealth
and industrial resgurces of the nation
might be molilized and used hy the Gov-
ernmient in caxe of future war, is one
which must be counsidered as & resuit of
the expericnee of the World War and
from the standpoint of national and do-
hicestie interest. The consideration of this
‘subject Divolved comsideration of all the
elements which must be used in the con-
duct of wars : -

. -0 ., ¥ L .

QUESTION : Will xou tell us, frank-
lv, what the ordivary workman thinks
of the Arimy, jts purpoge and its ideals?

ANSWER: The Comimunisis are cor-
stantly al wark seeking to undermine
and deitray the confidence of the aver-

age working man, hot only in Ameriea

and in the American form of Govern-
ment, but in the Army. as welll This
movement is secking to ereate an impres-

sjon in the minds of the working peo-

ple ihat ‘the Army is their Toe, and we
have that to eontend with. I am gure
Fou meh can appréelute that when yhe-
ployment “prevalls to & very great ex-
rent, when ‘stitkes of a bitter character
exizt, and where ndustrial conditions
are. Liifavorable this propaganda influ-

.emees men who are suseeptible and who

ave swifering because. of unemplovment,
of strikes and of unfaverable condirfons.
Theyv are cdreatures of envircnment.
There-is a. psvehological condition there
that is favorable and the Communisis

take advantage of it. The American Fed-

cration of Labor is. seeking to counter-
act that. :

Anti-Soviet Drive
Grows

The world-wide campaign against the
Sovier Union has flaved up again in every
capitalist comntry. In Paris, London,
YWarsaw, Bucharest, wWaghington, Chi-
cago and New York the chorus of hatred
auainst the Soecialist Repoblic is shriek-
ing -its hynms of hatred of the Soviets.

Again the Wall Sirect governiment is
the banner-bearer of the reactionary at-
tuck. This time, ihe Federal Farm
Board, seeking to hid its own Dankruptey
and failure to help the farmers, has
tricd ta pass the buck and blame it on
the Boviet Govermnent. Secrctary of
Agrricntture Hyde has come forward with
the ridieulons charge that the Soviet
Government has been speculating— sefl-
ing short—on the Chiczgo wheat pit and
that is why the wheat prices have fallen.
It must be sald, that this nonsense was
noi weleommed by any serious analyists
even in some of the most reactionary
quarters of the Ameriean capiralists.
Thus, such loyal Wali Strect organs as
the New York iwes and Keoutwg Post
laughed Hwde's declaration out of court.

But due to this pressure, the Chicage
Board of Trade has just decided te bar
the Soviet Guvernment. irom engaging
in any deals on the wheat pir. How mali-
eicus and siupid Hyde's attaek en the
Soviet Unien had been, was easily shown
by the fact thai Immediately after this
ruling was made against the workers’
and peasants’ Soviet Republie; American
wheat prices collapsed and September
wheat reached 75%ecents a bushel—the
Jowest price in nearly 25 years. Imme-
diately thereafter, it was admitted that
Soviet operations were & most insignifi-
cant facior. Some blamed Canada in
degpair. Bue the hig grain gamblers and
the huge banking intcrests finaneing
them are reaping a,harvcst—'alt the ex-
pense of the great mass of farmers.

At-the same time the League of Na-
tions also turned its heavy guns on the
Boviet Union. Ttz Economic Division at
Geneva blamed the Soviet Union  for
the present international economie erisis,
The myth of “Sovict dumping” was con-
Jured up again,  All sots of schemes
are being cooked up against the socialist
Republic. Foumania and the Balkans,
rany of the British and the French capi-
talists, are demanding louder than ever
“praotection™  apgainst - Soviet  exports.
They hope in thig fashion to kill twa
birds with one stone: first, pass the buck
for the guilt—which belotigs to the var-
ious capitalist classes alone—of the pres-
ent serivus economie crisis and secand-
1y, strike a blow at the Five Year Flan
which is being puat ihr under very great
hardships. .

Senator (udie of Nevada has already
prepared a resolution for the United
Stales Senate to bar the importation
of Boviet lumber, coal, nanganese,
wheat, and other products, This mmeasure
aims 1o hefuddle and mislead the farm-
crs among whom discontent is rapidly
rising. The multi-millionaire Senator is
trying to turn this growing dissatisfac-
tion of the farmers with the rule of
Wall Strect inte hestility agamnst the
Soviet Union. s s

 —

“THE CRISIS IN THE
NEEDLE TRADES”

Under the titte “TFhé Crisis in the
Néodle- Trades”, the' powly orgunized
Neadle Trades Workers  Unity League
haz issued 4 pamphlet in the Jewish lan-
guage dealing with the most pressing
‘guestions before the needle frades work-
ers today. The pamphlet consists of the
declaration made by Chas. 3. Zimmer-
man for the minority of the former GEB
of the Necdle Truades Waorkers Industrial

‘Uiion at - the: last comvention of “this

union, an incisive criticism of the new
program of the NTWIU, and the most
irmportapt seetions of the youth program
for the needle trades. )
Tvery worker who wants te under
stand what are the causes for the edl-
lapse of ihe left wing in the. needle
trades and who wants to -know what. is
to Be done about it should read this
pamphlet. Single copies of thiz pamphlet
—which is 48 pages long—arxe 10c.- " In
bundles of or more, the prices per copy
is Te. Orders are to be sent to: M. Re-
pers, Sec’y of NTWUL, 345 Giles Place
Scc. B Wew York City., | - :
AL similar pamphlet in- English will
‘Appear Very soom. . .

-

Sr .




Communistsand the Trade Unions

We publish helow the Resolution of the Situation in the
Trade Union Movement and Qur Tasks as adopted by the July
National Conference of the CP-Majority Group. This resolu-
tion is of prime importance and we urge zall readers to study

1. The question of work in the trade
erions has always heon one of the most
basie guestions in the Commmnist move-
ment. Fram the very foundation of the
Communist International the greatest at-
tention has alwayvs been concentrated on
this question as the decisive gquestion in
winning the masses. But the question
has assumed an even greater importance
in view of the present erisis in the Com-
munist International sinee the central
problen of this crisis, next to the analy-
gis of the objective situation, is the ques-
tion of trade union tactics. Sharp dis-
dgreement with the tactical line of the
Comintern in the trade union movement
ijs in fact one of the derisive factors that
have made for the crystallization of the
ofpesition in the Communist Interna-
tional while fundamental agreement on

it carefully.

Compnunist tra.de umion tactics is one of
the strongest bonds of unity of the inter-
national Opposition movenment, In the
United States ,especlally, our sharpest
points of difference’ with the official line
of the Party cenier about the guestion
of trade unjon ‘policy for it is precisely
here that the disastrous resulis of the
new course arc most serious and most
obvious.

THE SITUATION IN THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT
OF THE U. . A.

2, 3, 4,5 6 7 (Here follow-a num-
her of paragraphs analyzing the sitnma-
tion in the trade ublon movement of the
. 8. A., the regrouping of forces in the
labor movement, ete. Since these gques-
tmns are fully discussed and adcquatel}'

formulated in the gcneral theses of the
National Conference as published in the
June 15 issue of the Bevoltuionary Age,
‘the paragraphs involved are omitted here
in order to save space}.

MAIN FEATURES OF LENINIST TRADE UNION POLICY

8. For = correct tvade union line in
America it is necessary to have a cleur
ides zs to the main features of Leninist
trade union policy. The first thing that
must be pointed out is the real choree-
ter of the trade union as a cluss organi-
zation. The trade utions, the Program
of - Communist International says, arc
“genuing mass werking eclass organize-
tions closely bound wp iwith the everyday
struggles of the masses.” The trade
uniens are fundaméntal elass organiza-
tions of the proletaviat on the basis of
economic struggle. “The Puriy,” declared
Lenin, “erganizes within {lzelf the van-
g’ua-fd of its elass— but in the trade
wndons are to be found the masses of the
workers, even the maost backward” Tt
is necessary, moreover, to make a sharp
distinetion between the trade unions
themselves a3 workers organizations and
the workers in them, on the one hand,
and the anti-labor bourgecis reactionpary
trade union leaders on the other. The
regctionary policles advocated and cham-
pioned by the latter do not change the
working class character of the formor.
The reactionary unions are workers
union, organized by the workers as in-
struments of their struggle; but they
are being misled by reactionaries who
have been corvectly characterized as
ggents of the bourgeoisie. It is neces-
sary to remember that:

“Tt 5 the duty of the Communisis to
draw o distthetion between 1he- sincare
but mistoken réformist workers und the
obsequicus leaders cringing at the feet
of 1mpemhs-m (Program of the Ce-
mmf.sm} . :

8. The second basic point in Leminist
trede union strategy is the ebjectives of
the Communists in irede uniomn work.
The Program of the Communist "Inter-
national makes this very eclear: ’

“I ds ;o-:wtww!aﬂy important for the
purpose of winning over ¢ majority of
the proletariet to coplure the trade
amions . .. To work in the vecolivnary
trade wunions ond  shilfully to copdure
them, to win the confidence of the broad
messes _of the dndustrially orgawized
workers, fo change and vemove from thlm
posis the reformist’ Imdcrs—thesc rep-
Fesent importunt lasks in the preparato-
vy ‘period.” 7

. It ‘must be the purpoee of the Comi-
munists in the trade unions to win the
aupport of the workers, to capture the
trade unions, to throw out the reaction-
ary burocrats. It must be their pur-
pose to transform the trade uniens . into
militant industrial unions, *“te centert
the trode nunions into o real support of
the revolutionary proletariat” (LI Con-
gress of the Comintern). -

10, From this’ viewpoint Comnunist
gtrotegy s ecalegorically aqgaimst any
fortn of deserting or of splitting any
existing unisns. The whole stroggle of
Leénin and the Comintern against ultra-
leftism in the early dayvs of the existénce
of the CI eentered arcund this- peint.
Lenin- held that these. who refuse to
work in reactionary trade unions and
who Invent “spick-and-span ‘revolution-

8

ary’ unions” comunit an unpardonable
blomder and render a great service to the
bourgeoisic. A +whole section of the
pamphlet on “Leftism” {5 deveted’ to
this question. The 1T Congress of the
Comintérn (1920) adopted special theses
to guarantee against a desertion and
split poliey; the II1 Congress .of the
Comintern (1921) declared: i

“it ¢s the fesk of the Cowemunists to
ceplain to the workers thei they will
not” find selvation fn leaving the old
wntons und ereating new ones as this will
only disorganize the proletariat; they
must be fold that i ds neeessary v
revolutionize the trade unions . . . "

In the same vein the V Congress
{1924) declared:

“Lenindism on. the field of the trade
wnion movement i3 the struggle agafnst
.:.piqiimg in any form”

The VI Plenum of the Comintern

{1926) emphasized this point in a apecial
resolutien (on trade unien unity} while
the definitive attitude of the Program
of the Cominterry adopted at the VI Con-
gress (1928) has. already been given.
The duty of remaining in the reaction-
ary unions, of fighting against all ten-
dencies of split and desertion, of fighting
to win the unjons and revolutionize themn
is one of the cardinal features of Lenin-
st strategy.
- 11. The slogan of trade wnion unily
has proved itself one of the most power-
ful and proeductive slogans.of the Com-
munists jn trade. union werk. The Com-
munists have aiways appeared before the
workers as the champions and defenders
-of trade union movement. The. ub]ectn'
of the Communists must be as was de-
fined by the ¥ Congress and the VI Fle-
num of the Comintern: Ome wunion in
every sndusiry, one frade wnion federa-
tion in overy couniry, one world trode
wniyh Federation.  The strugple for unity
at every stage of the trade union move-
ment is ohe of the most powerful weap-
ons against the reformists whose role
as hourgeois agents makes them the na-
tural enemics and sabotagers of trade
union unity in any form. The struggle
for unity always builds up the strength
and extent of Commnnist influence in
the trade union movement. It is above
all expressive of the deepest needs and
interests of the workers,

12, Am 1mpcrtant fedture of Leninist
trade union policy deals with the mautunl
rilations of Party and trode wnions. The
doctrine of “nevtrality in principle” of
the trade unions, Le., -the doctrine of
“ng politics in the trade unien move-
ment,” must be fundanientally rejerted
by - all Commuhists for it iz elear that
such a policy’ means, in faet, support of
luurgeois’ politics. It is lmposszble for
any class organization o6f the proletariat
to remain’ really “neutral” in polities.
Comnmunists must work within the trade
unions with the objeectivie of winning the
rgmlers, an the basis of propaganda
and the lessons of their own experience,
to the ‘political viewpoint of Communism
and to the support of the slepans and
campaigns of the Commumnist Party. But

1925-27, England 1926,

-Mexieo, Nicaragua, Haiti,

this is ot equivalent to-—aon the cOnEtTAY

it directly excludes—every attempt to
make the trade unions organizacionally
and formslly subordinate to or an auxi-
liary of the Communist Party. Organiza-
tional and administrative zutonomy is a
eondition absoluiely necessary -for ihe
trade unions as mass organizations, The
III Congress of the Comintern (1921)
poinied out very clearly that:

“The Purty must learn fow io -
Fluence the wnions without attempting {0
keep them in leading sirings. Only the
Comnunist  fiaction is subject te the
Party and not the union as o whele, Jf
the Comntunist fructions persevere, f
their actfvity s devoted and.-Intelligent,
the Party will veach o position where its
advice will be aceepted gladly and veadi-
ty by the unions.

“This tuak {to tnerease the contuet be-
tween the Porty and the wmesics) doss
not af oll comsist din mechanically and
outwardly subjecting the uwions to the

‘Party and thereby denying them the au-

tonamy Fequired. Dy the very nature of
thedr work but 4 the trady revoluiionary,
Communist elenenits awithin the nuions
the geweral tntarests of the proleturint”

13, Iu the United States, the bulk of
the workers are urnorganized. The mil-
lions of mnskilled and semi-skilled work-
ers in the hip machine industries and in
the basie and strategic industries are
practically unorganized. Even if the
existing unions do penetrazte such in-
dustries they gererally appear’ in the
form of nartow craft unions inacessible
to the bulk of workers. It is the goneral
poliey of the resctipnary trade union
burceracy net only themselves to-refuse

to organize {he unorganized but to put
every conceivable obsiacle in the way of
organizatien, Therefore i1 must be rec-
ogmzed that in the Uwsited States the
cenital trade union task of the Commu-
nists is the orguwizetion of {he unorgan-
ized, As a matter of fact the very prob-
lon of a mass Compminbisi Parvty in the
United States iz organieally bound up
wiih the general task of organizing the
wiorganized.

How is the organization of the unor-
ganized to be accomplished in the United
States? It 35 the duty of the Conumu-
nists to rajse the demand for the organ-
fzation of the unorganized in every exist-
ing union (A, F. of L. or inde-
pendent) ; u strugele on this slogan will
on the one hand bring closer the organ-
ized workers to the maszses of the un-
organized and on the ofher help to erys-
tallize o Aghting opposition {a left wing)
1o the policles of the trade union offieial-
don. It miust Be recognized that the or-
ranization of the wnorganized in any
form eap only take place thru the activ-
ity and upon the initiative of the left
wing forces, while in a rumber of Dm-
portunt industries it will take place pri-
marily thru the formaion of 1w ullens,
j.e., unions crganized outside the A F of
L. In order to guard against the abso-
lutely disastrous and- non-Leninist line
of the Comm umct Pariv today in form-
ing *mew unlons” jt is neeessary to have
in mind the faet that these new unions
can onky Be developed thru mass strug-
rles pnd must omly be established on a
Broad mass basis, Above all, new unions
st not be established thru splitting al-
ready existing ‘undons; they must be
nnions really organizing the wnorgan-

izeel. The Jessons of the Passaic sivike
on the guestion of organizing the unor-
ganized are elnssical and should be close-
Iy studied. With the formation of new
unions the glowan of trade wnien unity—
enc union in the indusiry—Dbecomes” es-
peeially impertant.

{Ta be onngluded)

The Position of

Comnr. W eisbord

We begin publication of the most dmportant seetions of the dectoration veod

by Comrade Weishord at the July Conference of the CP-Majority Growp.

It 4z

hardly necessary te point ouwt to anyore ccguainted with the vicwpoint of the CP-

Majorfly Growp that the vicws it Comvade Weirhord's

statenent wre widely Jiffer-

ent from our views. In the niext {asie—along with the conchesion of Comrade Wels-
bords declaralion—iwe will pulblish o brief exvmiuation of Comrade Weisherd's
opiuions frem the. viewpeinf of the duternnfionad Commanist Opposition movement,

4, With the world war and ihe rev-
olutionary wave that followed in iis
wake, the epoch of imperialismn entercd
a new stage qualitatively different from
the one existing before (fram 1900 to
1814). Distinetive of this new stage
are the following: {a) the proletarian
revelution is wvictorious in the U.B.3.T;
(b)  post-war. capitalism, with all. Jts
foree, can not get back to pre-war stal-
ility. The decline of. eapitalism can not
he stopped All the attempts at “stab-
ilization” become desperate efforts mere-
ly to slacken the tempo of the interna-
tional revolution. This can be seen by
the fact that, during this time, while
some revelutionary situations are ligui-
dated and new omes constantly and re-
peatedly arise; eoncuvrently a whele host
of other situations begin to take on a
revolulignary character. {Germany 1924,
Bulgaria 1924, Esthonia 1324, China
Austria 1928,
Indja, China, Inde-China 1930, besides
Porto Rico,
Finland, ete.)

EBefore the war, ncither revolutionary
gituations nor actual revolutions could
have been created by the activity of the
socialist, ‘revelutionary parties thruout
the world.: No matter how well or tire-
lessly these parties worked the bour-
gevisie was too strong, the level of ac-
tivity” of the masscs, generally speak-
ing, too low, to eause a given situation
to hecome-a revelntionary onc.  Rasie-
ally, these revolutionary situations had
to deovelep by -thetnsclves from the ob-
jerctive contradictions arising in capital-
ist -society. When, during and after the
war, these objective contradictions did
cause revelutionary situations to arlse,
by that time the subjective factor had
become so powerful as to ba able to ma-

ture such revolutionary sitwaltions, in a
nurber of countries,. inte aciual revo-
lutions. Today imperialism has hecome
so miach weaker, today, so close is the
situation in a munber of ecountries to a
revelationary one, that it is possible for
an international Communist movement,
PROVIDED IT HAS A LENINST POL-
ICY, and especially now when it con-
trols 2 state Dacked by 150,000,000 work-
ers and peasants, to develop situations
atherwige . still mon-revolationary: into
revelutionary  situations in DIFFEER-
ENT countries at DIFFERENT times.
This does not mean that a Cl can “or-
der” a reveluijupary situation in ANY
country at any time. I1 i3 2 faer to-
day, with ihe correet policy, it is far
easter 1n many countries to disintegrate
the capitalist armies, to ruin the pres-
tige of the ruling classes, to expose the
_petty bourgeoisie, and to activize the
miaages to an ext aordman' degree, than
beforc

Eveax w mhcr knows that under some
conditions, the activity, of a Communist
~group ¢an “develop” a strike situwation,
where withoutr this Comrunist growp,
no sueh situation would have heen "de-
veloped”., Today the Communist Party
{under somie circumstanec: and with a
Leninist policy) can_be the deecisive force
hoth in stimulating® the exploited and
oppressed masses with the undersiand-
ing of the impossibility of living in the
old way and in helping to make the rul-
ing ‘olass unable 1o, govern as of old.
Sinee the war the old power and miight
of . the-ruling ¢lasses have been irretriev-
ably broken,” Further the experiences
of F918-1923 weigh mightily on the mem-
ary.of the masses—the ruling elasses in
TIany eolnhiries: were unable to govern
once before.  Finally, the Soviet Union

1

:LI

Trotskyism and the

{Conetuded from Insf issue)

(h)  The method of {onnatien of the ins
rernacional. Trdtskyist faction  refleces  dts
sectarianisza.  Fhe concentrstiom of Trot
shvist forces on 2 world senle” takes place
not on the burning question ef che interna-
tional ciass struggle or the class struggle in
the wvarious countries but on the basis of
the points of differecce {mostly outlived)
on which Trotsky differs from the Central
Commitiee of the CPSU, prymarily on® Rus:
sian guestions,”  These questions form a
closed system of degmas witheot any régard
to thelr acteality or to theic present diceet
relation to the vital questions of the rev-
olutionary movement. T!u'b_is the hall-mark
af sectarianism,

Or intercational C['LIC‘\LDF‘:: generally, Trot-
shyizm hhas no ‘mbre than a vagee gederal
owleck, a sort of cmanatien or ceflettion
of it zecntrdl dogmas,  Trotskyism' attempts
Lo preserve the appentance of Internationalism
by the attack on the so-called doctiine of
“ratioral socialism” (the pretense that Trotr
skyviem 15 for “Socizlism’ in al] countries” as
agoinst “Soudialism in one country)

() The boaited “intermationalism™ of
Trowskyist faction 5= exactly the same fype
of distorred ietermitionalism chat character-
j=es the Stalin svaens of intermational lead-
ership. Tratsey Jike Stalin makas the s
sence of his faction the mokilization of the
C-Om]"‘LLI‘:I'-C Feternatiunal on the hasis “uf the
program of one faction of the Russian ‘Par-
1y, Not a systeinaf réal colleétive interna-
ticnat Jeadership for thé Cominfern but the
conversion af the Comintern into @ tadlend
of 4 Ressian faction {in (475 énse: the inter
naticnal- Trowskyvist. opposiions: Tnto a - tail-
eed to the Russian Tretskeist faction)—this
is the progiam of Trotevkism, A gvstem such
as - this condemns-the internaticnal Trotsky-
ist movement to ineviiable scctavianism.

(d) In its gyarem of work “Tratskyiso is
the wery shadeve of Stalinfsm. Beoween the
Stalinist  ahd = Trotskyisc " conceptlons  of
methods of leadershin ard control- chere is
no Jifferenice. The svstern of “now turns”
without explanation, the svstem of deapes
goats {c. g the scepegoars  for  “mis
understandieg” Trotshy's Themidor theor-

ies}, the system of expulsions for the least
disarreement, the system of Open Letters as
the line of demarcation berween “lovalites™
and “renegades,” the system of plenipoten-
tiary and personal representarives, all are
common to Trotskyiem and Stalinism.

e} Trotskvism, like the present line aof
the Eoci, has no use for the principle od
adaptation and modification of the general

THE NEW TURN

15, Within the last year, Trotskyism has
undergone 2 “new turn” ideologically, The
ubjective forces making for this “new rarn”
arose out of the developments within | the
internationa]l . Comimnunist  movement -and
within- the Boviet Union. . The systematic
adoptian by the Ecel of the conceptions and
even the slogans of Trotskyism exposed the
maniicst benkruptcy of these conceptions
and slogans in actual practise, The notoriows
“swing to the left” of Stalin on’ the ques
tions of Socialist construction Tunder ~ the
lash of (Trotekyist) oppositon™ was {ollow-
‘ed by even more catagirophic consequences,
obvious in every field of Sovier economy,
These developments could not be simply dis
regarded, especially in view of the “new
tarn™ of the Comitern and of the CPSLL
The situation demanded a certain readjust-
ment of Trotskvist ideology in view of the
open bankruptey of the traditional Trotskyist
ideas ‘as” cotried our in practise—by Stalind
An external. change began to be made in the
point -of ‘approach-of the Tratskyist critique;
instead of attecking ‘the policies- of  the
‘Comintern-and the general line of the CPSU
as “opportunism’ Trotsky began to criticize
them as “ulera-lefr”, as “adwventurist,” . etc.
“The warigus national [Tratskyist groups began
to fullow suit and a certabn internatidnal re-
orfentation - became obvious. A process of
“borrowing from the rightawingers™ (that is,
the Communist- Opposition) set  in, which
still” continues. -Thus, while at ¢he beginning
of the “new line” of the Ecci, the Trotsky-
ites hailed it as 3 “victory for the left opposi-
tion”, they now characterize the line as ultra-
leit, 1n individual countries on the prohlems
confronting the Communist movement in

- And Its
with its tremendous ccohcmic and polifi-
cal weight “will ‘be able 1o throw this
welght at times =0 a3 to help. break the
economic and politigal power of differ-
ent gecvions of the international hour-
meolsie at critieal moments.

Therefore it is elear that very.often,
the activity of revolutionary organizu-

tions, if thev cstimate the econemic and

socig-political situation eorrectdy and
base (hejr strategy and tacties accord-
ingly if they are rooted among the mazs-
es and have their support,.can be the
very decisive Tactor (a)_in developing
fUereaiing™) a revolutionary  situation
where none existed hefore and (b) in
maturing 4 revolutionary  sitnation to
an’ actual successful revolution? :

5. What must he the cornerstone of
Communist international sirvategy is the
recopnition of this qualitative change in
imperialism. Todav it is possible to

have “sudden” changes to revolutionary

gitnations, “sudden” revolutiohs. = To-
day there has been raised-to hitherto
unheard degree the decizive importancee
of revelutionary organizations, fivst as
factors maluring (Yereating™) rovolu-
tionary situations and second; as factors
changing revolutionary sitwations to ac-
tual revelutions ({insurrections).

The fatal error in the Communist
“Majority Group”  (Lovesione} js that
it fails to see this fundamenial feature
of the present stage, and to make this
feature an inwegral part of any Ameri-
can analysis.

The fatal error of the €I and its UL
5. “leadership,” is that it cavicatures and
distorts ihis basic eonception, not under-
standing it and indeed transforming it
into a- theory justifving putehism, wmak-
ing of the party a seet more and more
jsolated Trom the masses, mere and more
stifled Ly an absolutely zterile burecrat-
ic machine. The official C. P. “leaders”
in the United States fail to see that an
insurrection can come only after the de-
velopment of a revolutionary situwation
and fail to understand that to develop
this revolutionary situation one must fol--
low a Leninist line of mass work, united
frent, work in reacticanry unions, pro-
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fuund economlc andlysm, the undcrstand-
ing of the true relationship of American
to international capitalist soeiety, and
the peculiaritics of capitalist America;
and that 'an end must be put to guess-
work, phrase-mongering, to the fakery
and lyving in the leadership, to the theory
of “fascism” ~und - “social-faseism”  to
the buroeracy and violenee, to the Trot-
shy. deportations and Bloomkin murders,
an end to the theory of Soclalism in one
country, to-Anglo-Russian. Trade Union
Committee aﬁ'alrs, and Ghumg .B.al-'ihel\
maergers, etes -

- 7. Becondly, an ana]vs:s of the pres-
ent situation shows..thut_the contradie-

“tions are sharpening and.the tempo of
< infernational “revelution is rising " (that

ig, the “partial and temporary stabiliza-

tion” of ecapitalism is' becoming weaker

than before). The original position of

the Communist “Majority. Group” Iis

‘here -too instind; -while on- the other

hand, the very putchist distortion of this

by .the offivial Party leadership. tends to

hinder the process of the cracking of.
“stabilization™ now taking place and to .
weaken the revolutionary forces. Far

from stimulating- the masses;, the false

palicy of the CI actually acts as & brake

on the masses,

SECTION B

8. The situation in America exposes
in an even clearer light the errors of
the different Communist groups. On the.
other hand, the “Majority” Group mere-
Iy sees jn fact “decp diseontent™. With
the “Majority Group” the present econ-
omic crisis iz IN ESSENCE 2 mere
cyelical ene, and the dogmatjc state-
ment 38 made, wiul no apprecietion of
its rashress, that not only will Ameri-
can capitalism weather the present econ-
omie storm, but that it will rize to new
peaks only to fz]l to new lows.,

The true situation is that with the
gualitative echanges of post war imperial-
ism, with the weakening of world “stab-
ilization”, with-the sharpening of the in-
ner and outer contradietions of Ameri-

-ean -captalism, there can be no “mere

evelical erisis™, na- “mere  discantent”
(Continued on Page 14)

ommunist Opposition

Lne to the specific and concrete conditions
of the various countries {“exceptionalism™).
This view in its general form is brapded as
“pational Socialism™ by the Trotskyite
“internationalists.”™ The joint rejecton of
the theory of “exceptionalism™ by Trotsky
and Stalin constitutes the comman point of
departure for the false lize of hoth the
Trotskyites and of the present Ecal.

IN TROTSKYISM

these countries, in recent months, the Trot-
skyites have been abandoning their ald ultra-
left pasition and coming closer o the posi-
tion of the Communist Opposition, This is
true particularly on the trade union question
(U. 8., Germany, France).

-16. In its “new torn™  Trotskyism  ap-
proaches much neafer ta a correct viewpoint
an many important quéstions. Bot this “new
turn™, for a number of reasens, has only 2
very limited walidiey: (a) the “rew turn™ is
only ‘partial. On a number of very important
questions, such as the question of the
colonial revolution (India}, the Trotskyist
viewpoint il remains utrecly ultradeft. (b}

While modifications and corrections may be
made here and there, and: even on some
important guestans, the central degmas of
Tratskyism (pernanent revalutian, “social-
iem in one country,”  Chinese revolution,
Anglo-Boviee Unity Committee, ete} which
constitute the basis for the ultra-Jeft system,
remain untouched and  untouchable, Of
course o real torn can be made upon such a
kzsiz. {c) The “new turn”™ in Trotskyism has
besty conducted in the approved  Stalinist
‘method: there is no frank and open examina-
tinn of mistakes and clear declaration of a
change of policy, on the cantrary the change
of lne is presented as merely a centinua-
tion of the old line which was correct all the
time on every point, In fact the "new torn™

_merely canfirms the ald line. Such methods

‘mzke impossible 3 real examinatian and cor-
rection of errors. Therefore cven while bora
rowing the political line of the “right wing™
the Trotskyites conunue to condemn us as
' 1cnc+,ude= "

. The significance of thk.. “new arn” in
Tml:t-k}]am is the same as that of the “new
turn” of the Ecci: the turn is superficml—
the false line remaing.

THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL AND TROTSKYISM

- 15, The relations bemcen the . Commtern
and Trotskyism, the ‘place of Trotskyism in
the Comintern must be examined 5o the light
of objective facts. Membership in ‘the Com-
munist ' International  is” cenditicned upon
agresment with the Commnunist fundamen-
tals {armed uprising, proletarizn dictatorship,
Sgviets, road to Socialiem, role of the Party,
clags character of the Sowviet Union, ete.}.
Jnsofar as Trotskyism, in  maintaining: the
thegry of Thermidor in some form or other,
deviates from - Communist fundamentals, i«
places itself -outside the limits of the Com-
monist International, and provides a thoro-
urgly justifiable basis for the expansion of
"Trotskyites from the' Communist’ Party.
Once Trotskyism, however, gives up  the
theory of Thermidor; entirely and without
‘yeservation, it will have returned te Com-
“munist fundwmentals and will therefore bave
a place in the Communist Interndtional.
Under such citcumstances-wre would be ready
to fight for the readmission of the Trotskyist
factivn into the Comintern inspite of our
gharp differences with Trotskyism on A num-
ber of wery importznt guestions of Leninist
strategy and tactics, Differences an guestians
of stratepy and tactics, no matter how serious,
are compatible with “membership in the
Comintern pravided these differcnens do nat
insalve the fundamentals of Commuonism.
We eall nartention to the case of Comrade
Amides Bordiga who, from the day of his
entty inte the Comintern, disagroed with its
official Yine and with the line of Lenin, an
practically every single guestion before the
Comirtern, on guestions at least as serious as
any of Trotsky's disagreements with the
Comintern with the exception of Thermidor.
Mot only was Bordiga nat expelled but i was
pven proposed to make him. vice-chairman of
the' Comintern! - The systemn of expelling
comrades for disagreements on questions that
do not touch Cemmunist fundamentals.jz a
nhase of- the preseat abnormal situation and

non']_cmmst organizatlon practiscs in the
Caminters. o

19, In examining rhe rvelatons .of the
Coniintern to Trotshyisra, we must recognize
‘the false methods thar grew rapidly in the
later phases of strugple against Trotskyism.
Tdeodogical strugele as a basic form began to
be replaced by burocratic methods and “even
By the use of the State ‘power (arrests, ex-
pulsion of Trowsky from che Soviet Union,
cte. ). The struggle against Trotskyism as an
anli-Leninist ideological system ghereby suf-
fered. As a mattor-of f'u:... these Burucratic
methods . aceuadly  covered the  systematic
adoption of Trotskyist conceptions into the
line ©f the Comintern. We call attentien to.
the fact that the former CC-majority of our
Party shared in.the responghility for the ap-
plicarion of the buroeratic methods of strug
gle. against Tratskyism in our own Party,
since we weore at thae eime a part of the
nternational . Swlin faction. The recognition
of this fact 1z mecessary as a basis for real
self-criticism.

20. Tratskyism, as an JntLrnat.lon:'.] system,
th]b]tc J'[.'L i C\,TIZ[[ H \',\d""!_fdn.eﬂ.furm “'thlﬂ
itself both the causcs and the effects of the
rresent crisis in the Comintezn. In Trotsky-
ism we have the falsc and distortéd “inter-
natienalism” that js ac the basis of the pre-
sent crisis; we. have in 2 f'.,neral”form the
same ultradeft Hne; we have the same false
methods of international leadership and con-
trol. In fact it may be stared precisely: the
ultra-lefr line of the Ecci conastitutes a devia-
tion from Leninism in the direction of Trot-
skyiam, Thc_in rer relations. of the three main
tenduncies in the world Communist megwe-
ment-may be pictured as foilows;: the Lenin

“ist ling on the Internstivne]l Communist Op-

position, the ultradefr line of Trotskyism,
and the official line of the Becd which stands
between the Leninit line and the line 'of
Tratskyism and which leanb hea'nly towards
the latter. : -

TROTSKYISM AND THE COMMUNIST OPPOSITION

_:_21 Between the C‘ommunht Oppomwn
and Trotskyism there are fundamental dif-
ferences both.on the. question af Thermidor
and on-basic questions of strategy and tactics,
Therefore, there can he no talL of fusion or
otganizational unity of the mwo proups. {Nar
could there, ke talk of unity with the Trot
sky groups cvcn_1f they. were to drop the
Thermidor theory, while the differences enu-
merated remain.}) The difference between a
Party and 2 group must be clearly wnder-
stood. . Membership in a Communiet Parry
depends upen agreement with the . fund-
amentals of Communism, and js companble
with disagrecment on secondary. questions of
strategy .and tactics. A group of a Com-
munist. Party requires for membership nat
only adherence ta the general Tendamenrals
of Communistn  but adherence ta  those
strategical and tactical principles that dist-
inguish this group {from the other groups in
the, Communist movement and for the adap-
tiow of which the. group is arganized,

22, The ideclogical struggle of Ahe Com-
munist Opposition for the tactical pr:ncmles
of Leninism. necessarily involved a simul
taneous ideclogical struggle against the false
conrceptions of Trotskyism,

23 While fusion or 'orga.niz:tl:liq'nzr.'i"uni'lf,g'r
is out of the questions, the question of ‘oc:.
or agreements on spec1f1c questions or'
specific fields af the class struggle i an

entirely different matter. We are in faver
of sech blocs and agreements with the Trot
shyiles 25 with other working class elements,
on the basis of partizl pragrams correspond-
ing ta the nceds’of the class struggle. Char-
acteristically enough, however, the Trousky-
ites, true to. their sectarian prejudices, have
quite z differdnt view on this question,

’ BRI T

24, It &z bard o estimate acourately the
immediate perspeetives of Trotskyism efther
internationally or in the USA_ On the cone
ore land thé rapidly ‘mounting’ demoraliza-
tign in the Party may comtribute’ to - sbrhe.
sfight strengthening of the Tratskyist fac
ton. On the other, the bankrupicy of the
Trovskyist program-as exhibitéd whiece ‘t has
heen ~put into” practise by 5Stalinand the
Ecei, and the internal crisis through which
jmternational Trotskvism is going;” tend to
weaken it in the 1N 5. A One thing s
certain, that the international Trotskyist fac
tion can never becoms a rallving center for
rcumtmg “the” Comintern not on]y becavse of
its” eown methods and inner regling hut ‘above
all because, as the mest stubborn expression
af L1tra1dt1¢m in the Cofintern; it is sufs
fering in' an even more 2cute form’ from
precisely those fundamental defecrs, in- the
systemm of leadership and strategy which have
thrown the whele Comintern dnto crisis!

$




The Elections in Germany

The Reswlts of the German Reichsrag Elections

With nearly 80% of the huge German
electorate voting and with political is-
sues mare sharply in the fore than they
had been for many vears the eloctions
te the German Reichsiag which touk
‘place on September 14 provided a re-
markably accurate index of the. start-
ling changes that have taken place in the
alipnment of elass forees in . Germany
within the last two years.

“Faseists Make Big Gain in Germony,
Communigts Also fneregse Strength, As
Maderates Dwvop in Reich Elections”.
This headline of the New York Times
of September 15 tells the story in a nut-
shell. The National Socialists (IHitler-
ites), the extreme Faseist party, the
vanguard of -reaction, so to speak, in-
creased its’vote (since the clections in
1428} from akout 800,000 to uver 6,200,
000 and its members in the Reichstag
from 12 to Just 107! Suck a rapid
and sensational advanee (a gain of near-
ly 1,000¢%, is ahsolutely unprecedented
in recent times. The Communist Party
gained over 1,000,000 votes (iotal 4,-
599,375) and raized its guota of members
from 54 to 78 (about 40% increase}.
The Social-demserats last both in votes
and in representatives (from 152 to
137). The Centrists (Catholic) made
slight gains while most other parties
lost.

* kK

The elections tock place in a sitnation
of extremely aceentuated class relations
in Germany. The offensive of trust capi-
tgl to shift the burden of the Young
Plan on to the shoulders of the toiling
masses, the prowing unemployment in
Germany and the sharpening of the econ-
omic erisis, brought about the grealest
unrest and dissatisfaction ameng the
masses of the German workers and far-
mers and also amohg large sections of
the petty bourgeoisie. . The Faseists,
the storm troeps of big trustificd capital,
initiated 2 miost intensive campaign to
turn the uprest in their channels ihra
the uze of ‘2 whele system of social dem-
agogy, ealeulated ta confuse the maszses
and to render iheir disatisfaction harm-
less and even wmseful to- big capital. In
the face of the political and economic
crisis the so-called “moderate’ parties
(ineluding the Social-democrats) found
themselves preity helpless. The official
Corimunist Party refused to recognize
the realities of the situation. s ultra-
left and sectarian policles nade it very
difficult for it to win the dissatisfied
masses to the left. In the mass crgani-

zations its influence declined catastro-
phically (see the results at the last Ger-
man Metal Weorkers Union Convention).
It paid no attentioh whatever to the
Young Plan and the reparations gues-
tion, Thaelmann even declaring at one
time that the whole matter was “of ho
importance.” It branded the aifempts
of the Communist Opposition to develop
a program of =aetion for the struggle
against the offensive of capital as “op-
portunism” and worse.

The rapid advance of the Fascists be-
came clea¥ to everybody, especially after
the Thuringian and Saxon elections.
Then the official CPG underwent another
Frew turn®—a ture n the direction of
gross wationalism. It jssued a Program-
Declaration which did violence to every
coneeption of Leninism, (This Program-
Decluration is discussed elsewhere in
this issue). . The shameful lengths .to
which this document went in order to
rope  in the nationalistically-inclined
German voters js shown by 1he declara-
tion of the Fascist paper “Der Nationale
Sozialist” endorsing the Communist
manifesto “word for word” and propos-
ing an alliance!

The result of all this was that the tre-
mendous unrest that had been unleashed
among  the German masses -(especially
arwng the “new™ voters, i..e., those who
just reached 21 years and these who
had paid no attention to voting (hefore)
was turned in the direction of the ex-
tzeme right {(towards the Faseists) and
oLlv very portinlly to the left {to the
Cosumunists). Such ig the leszon of the
Guviman elections. That this would hap-
pen had becen poinfed out repratedly by
the German Communist  Oppoesilion
which called upon the Party to change
its scetarizn peliey so as to be able to
draw closc to the masses and turn the
movement of unrest to the left.

The tremendous victory of Faseism in
Cermany will serve as i powerful stim-
ulant to thé Fuscist movement thru-
cut Europe, in Awustriaz, in France, In
Finland, ete., -and will make the Fascist
danger the outstanding fact for the Eu-
ropean labor movement. It will greatly
intensify the danger of an attack an the
e s  Now more than ever is it.nee-
essary for the Comintern to make an
end to the disastrous course it has been
following in the last two years and put
itee™® in the position of organizing an
jutcrnational working class front against
Faszeism! - :

The «Programmatic 'Dec‘famn’qﬂ” of the C.P.G.

 In the Awgnst 28,1930 jssue of Jau-
precorr (vol, 10, no. 40% therc is pul-
lished a “Proprammatic Deelaration of
the CP of Germany on the National and
Snein]l Emancipation of the German Peo-
ple”. Published only a few weeks before
the mementous Reichstag elections of
September 14, this Declaration was cred-
ited by the Central Commiitee of the
Cerman Communist Party with a “pro-
grammatic significance going far beyond
the limits of evervday policy.” - And n-
deed its significance for the whole in-
ternational Jabor movement .is  very
great: it thows to what an extént— un-
der the regime of ideological corruptien
and lack of principle now holding sway
in the Comintern—ihe nationalistic poi-
son of the Fascisii hug penetrated -inio
body of the Cowmunist Porly itgelf! Tt
is. something. that sheuld make every
Communist, every. militant worker in the
whole world, sit up and take notice.
* * *

_The "Prcgrammaﬁc Dec¢laration con-

. sists of two parts: an analysis of the sit-

uation and a skeich of the policy of the
coming German Soviet Republic, especial-
Iy on.questions of foreign policy. Two
things .are to be noted as preliminary be-
fore.going to the declaration itself:

1., The Declaration omits every com-
sideration of ‘immediate struggles, of
partial and transitional demands. In a
period when the German masses face the
most serious everyday problems; all the

. CP ean de is to throw bombastic phrases

apout the “policy of the coming German
Soviet Republie”] .~
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2., The Declaration has-nothing what-
evor to say—not even one Wword—as to
how the “coming German. Soviet power”
was to-be 2chieved. Since, however, the
‘Teclaration is above all-an election decu-
ment, the impression js ineviiable—and
nothing is -defie to avoid it—that- the
“coming German Soviet power” will
somehow “eore” as a result of the elec-
tions!

The general analysis contained in the
Declaration is absolutely incredible. The
untiztored reader examinidg the docu-
ment, would ¢ertainly come o the con-
clusion that Germany is a colony ar seml-
colony, like India or China, instead of
being a leading imperialist power. The
whole question is appreached as if there
was a4 "national question” in Germany
sueh as there is for the various national
minorities in {Crzecho-slovakia, Jugo-
slavia, ete. : : :

- Te Declaration asserts: “The Ver-
suilles robher-treaty (i3) the point of
departure of the achievement of all the
the workers of Germany” (1} = Not the
conditions of capitalist produetion in
Germany, not the rise of the new Ger-
fnan imperialism Is the point of depart-
ure of the enslavement of the  German
workers but—the Vérsailies treaty. - This
is preciscly the viewpoint of thé German
nationalist-Fascists! : i

The Declatation speaks of  “present-
day Germoany (as) defenceless and i50-
inted”. ‘The new imperialist Germany
of the armored erniser, the Germany
that pours millions inte every conceivahle
forimn of armament is “defendeless”!

at

Poor Dmperialist Germany is “isolated’!
These are  precisely  the demagogie
phrases of the Hitlerites!

The Declaration announces: “The gov-
ernment pariies ad lhe Social-democro-
ey huve sold the goods und clattels, the
fife and eristence of the werking pee-
ple of Gormony to the lighesi bidder
untong  the foreign dmperialists”.  In
pther words, the German capitalists are
of no consequence; it is a guestion of
the “German people™ who have been “be-
trayed” by the “unpatriotic”. bourgeois
and Soceial-demecratic parties: ta  the
“foreigners™.  This is precisely the line
of appeal of the German fascists!

It would be to no purpose to guote
more. Every worker must read the doc-
ument for himself!

The sceond part of the Declaration
gives a promissory note oh the “coming
Gemman Soviet Hepublie”. It declares:

“We solemnly deelare . . . that in
the event of our seizing power wc
ghall declare null and wveid all obl-
gations arising out of the Versailles

FPeace . . . We shall tear up the rob-

ber Versailles ‘peace’ treaty and the

Young Plan which enslave Germany.”

This is nothimg but pettv-bourzeois
nationalist bombast. Lenin once said on
this question {Leftism, chap. viii):

“Tinally, one of the mistakes of the

‘Left’ in Germany is their unequivocal

refu=zal to reocognize the Versailles

Treaty. . . One must understand sueh

tactics to be fundamentally wrong as

do not admit that it s necessary for

a Boviet Germuny to, recognize the

Versailles Peace and to submit to it

for a certain iime. . . At present, the

pogition is obviously such ibat the

German Communists shonld not bind

themiselves hand and foot and take

upon themselves ihe irrevocalle ol-

ligation of repudiating the Versailles

Treaty in case of a vietory of Com-

rnism. . . The possibility of succesa-

fuily repudiating the Treaty depends
Cnot only vpon the German but alse
upon the internatidhial suceess of the

Soviet movemend. . . This (the inter-

national Soviet mwovement). iz the

strongest bulwnrk—and the only re-
lialile bulwark against the Versailles

Peace. . . Te put the overthrow of

the Verzailles Peure abs=olutely and

irrevoeably in the first place, befure

the question of the liberation of other

countries from the voke of imperial-

jemt, is a specles of petiy-bourgeols
natiomalism. . . and is not revelution-
ary internationalism.”

Mo foriher comment is necessary!

I

How did it happen that the Commun-
ist- Party fell inte this swamp of petly
bourgeois natiemalism? It was the re-
sult of panic in thé face of the tremend-
ous advance of Faseimn which the CP
leaders could neither understand nor
meet.  Afrcr having neglecied the whels
question of the Yeoung Plan for nearly
a year as “opporiunism” the CPG lead-
ership in deésperation undertock the des-
perate adventure of trying to steal the
Faseists thunder—to the grreat confusion
of the workers and the unholy joy of the
Faseists,

That the German bowrgevisie—above
all the fascists—were quick to under-
stand the significance of the Program-
matic Declaration is seen from the fol-
lowing quaotation from Fascist papers:

“We greet the fact that the CPG
has adopted the standpoint that we
have defended for woars—thar Ver-
sailles j= the peint of departure of
German misery. We greet the fuct
that the CI'G has departed from the
world rovolution and iz new for a
German revolution. . . 7 (Saeclisiscls
Beobackicr).

“In the Rofe Fuhne the CC of the
CPG pullishes a ‘programmatic Ie-
claration’. . . A very significant decu-
tmoent, an historical  document, for
with it the CPG places itsclf in the
united front of Gernan resistance and
frecdom policy! We cndorse thiz de-
elaration woerd for word. And there-
fore. . . between us and our friends
om. the one hand and the Communist
revolutionaries on the other. - . there
muast be established conneetions which

should hecone relations, . . 77 (Der

nutionale Sezialis!)

“Phe ‘new program’ of the CPG

* meahs the greatest victovy Tor us for,
gritting its teeth, the Communist lead-
ership must put forth our slegans
and aseribe 1o them ‘progranumatic
significance’. .. We will declare in all
our meectings: The collapse of Com-
nunism iz admitted by themselves!”

{(Voolldache Beobacliter). '

The E;’e;n’m Policy of the Communist Opposition

- At a. special session of its Enlarged
Mational Council, the Communist Party
of Germany {Opposition) decided not to
put forward any special list in the Heich-
stag -clections but to call upon the work-
ers to vote for the Communist Party list
{List 4). This decision was motivated by
the inadequacy of the organizatiosal and
firancial means at the disposal »f the
Opposition-to put np its own lists. But

aliho it endorsed the CPG ticket the Op-
position - eonducted ity own campaign,
under its owr slogan, ete., sinee the false
line of the Party campaign was certain
te hurt the cause of Communism. It
cannot be doubted that the effective cam-
paign cobdocted by the Opposition help-
ed eonsiderably in winning workers for
the CPG ticket.
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WHAT IS THE CRISIS?

s It a “C}.fz’z'ca! v Crisis? -= The Outcome of the Crisis —- Vulgar Feongmics and Putschism

It was not so leng ago that we were
denounced by the present leadership of
the Party as “enemies of the working
class” heeause we fought against the fol-
lowing analysis as the basls for Com-
munist strategy and tactles:

“WFhe ¢conomic and uwnemployment
erigly 5 miownting lo heights which ean
wory seell produes resulis as profotml ds
those of e cotaslysm of 1914 and 1918
.. . cun very likely come ugain to the
question of the struggle for clhiss power
Dy the workers tn thore than one eaprital-
et country” (Theses on “The Eronontic
Orisis and #he Parly Tusks™ dssued by
the CC of the CPUSA in December
1924, :

This we characterized as ultra-left-
ism on a rampage. By the VIL Conven-
tion of our Pariv (June 1938} the "new-
est turn” had touched America, the Tar-
tv burocrats made a hasty and panicky
potreat from this estimate and gwallowed
haok, line and sinker the “yheory” of
the vulgar Dourgeois econamists, the
theory that the present eeonomie erisis
e amerely uw "lgpioa! eyefical eiisis’ For
this tao theyv ot the lead “irom above™,
In his report o the XV1 Congress of
the Communist Party of the Soviet
Unien, held & short time age, Stalin de-
clared: . .

wPhe merld ecconomic erivis dv merely
the bast and worst of the periodic eriaes
incvitadle umder the capitelist systom
awhose production dnvericbly antruas de-
wicid every fem weers o g0 L

In the same vein Browder prasented
out Parly Conveniien with the fallaw-
ing “analyvsis”: :

by Jay Lovestone

“fe gee it 45 a typieal eyclieal crisis oc-
curring in the period of the general de-
cline of eopilelism. It 45 nof true thet
when capitalism beging {o decline the
classicul eyelical crisis is wiped out and
Inwnehed into a general decline of capti-
talismn., . . The eyele is o funduwmentul
law of motion of capilalism. As lomg
as copitalism as o system 15 operaling,
the cupitalisi eyele will also operate. . i
______ “T¥iI the capitalist class be able to
get oul of this erisis (e typical cyclical
crisis”) 2 The aetivities of the working-
cluss can give the answer to this gues-
tive and 50 other unswer except that the
degree of orgenization, the degree af
mititaney and struggle under the leader-
ship of the Commumnist Party by the
working elass end s allies”  (Dadly
Worker, Aug. 15, 1930).

Here we have jt! It is a “typieal
cyclical erizis”—and yet it isn't! Ifitis
a crisis ecenrring in the “period of the
general decline of capitalism” then what
g typical about it? Then again if the
crisis today is merely a “typical” cyeli-
cal crisis, then how can it depend on
ihe actions of the working class whether
capitalisyn ean recover or not—exeept on
the bhasis of the rankest putschism, the
Belief that the Communist Party ean
bring about the eollapse of eapitalism re-
wardless of objeetive conditions. For
certainly in a. “typieal eyelical erisis”
the objective conditions are not ripe for
revolition me matter how militant the
Comnunist-Party may be.- -

LENIN ON THE CYCLICAL CRISIS

Rasing himseld upon Marx’s analysis
of the tuws of notion of cupitalist econ-
omy, Lenin exatnined capitalism in its
final stage, fmperialism.  Lenin thore-
fore had somcthing to sav. about what
happens to the trpical industrial evele
under imperialism, espectally in the post-
war period, The theses of the 1 Cumn-
intern Congress {19217, ~which . were
formulated  under  Lenin's  dirvection,
road: ) )

“The normial development of the indies-
trial eyele wag ehoecked by the war which
ki itself besome the mast porwerful econ-
aatic Faclor”

These words eall direct attention to
the Fuidamentol struetural changes in
capiiafist world éconumy produced by the
war. In this light Lenin apalyzed the
niure of the crisis of 1920:.

“Thas the evists of 1020 4x wet o per-
imdie stizge of the ‘mormal dndustricl oy-
cle’, bt a profound reaction, consequent
upen the artificiul stimulation that pre-
vailed during the war and during the
two vears thereafter and was based upon
ruination and exhaustion” (Lenin's em-
phasis).

Lenin showed that the crizes of capi-
talism in the post icar period tack reot
in differing objective conditions in the
various eapilalist countries: )

“TWhile the budiy of Europe 18 suffer-
g from anemie”—he explained—"that
af Aserieq 4 afected with plethora. . .

“While ihe eoncentiation of wealil
going on tn Burepe hns s fowndution 4n
the ruinous conditions of that conlinent,

i the United States the concentrution
of property and the extveme intenyifica-
ton of elaxs distinetions are proceeding
on the basis of the feverish growth of
capitalist aocumulation.”

Since Lenin wrote the above words
there has indecd been something new in
the situation of world ecapitalism: the
intense development of retionalization.
The theses of the VII Enlarged Execu-
tive of the €I (1926) fully considered
this new detelopment; it deelared:

“fi spite of the relutive stabilizetion
of eupitalism, crpitalism & experiencing
a peculiar erisfs which & not 0 any way
a ‘norhel’ erisis of capltalist over-pro-
duetion.” .

# ® b

Whai is the Leninist conception of the
nature of the present crisis in relation
to the world situation? Because of the
gver-continuipg intensification of its in-
herent contridietions, eapitalism--in this
period of post-war general decline—pre-
coeds Trom one erisis to ancther, cach
erisis leaving s more profound basis for
the appreach of the next erizis. This is
50 beeanse in the peviod of imperialism,
cspeejally  the posi-war phase, each
¢risiz sharpens and deepens the inherent
contradielivns of capitalism, already
magnified to a world seale, to such a
degree that there develops the basis for
the final crisis, the erisis of the collapse
of capitalism.. This is the meaning of
Lenin’s characterization of imperialism
as “the moribund, decadent, final stage
of capitalism.” ’ . :

MANUILSKY DISCOVERS A NEW AMERICA

What & revolution the “new turn’ has
brought about in the poiny of vicw of the
Comintern leaders on the Awmerican =it-
uation—a revalution from the immediate
——collapse “apex theery” {o ihe thoory
of “new organic growth"—is best shown
in Manuilsky's concloding speech at the
last Presidum session of the ECCL:

"I s not absolutely begond the bouwnds
of possililtity that after the preseat
workd erisis, which 4s decpeniuy the gen-
eral world erisis of eapitulism, the capl-
tafist warld il Hee throngh a wew wave
of capitalist sationalizaiion, that s to
sy, 4 new perjod of resturaiion of basie
capital ackich will bring in ifs truin o
fevevish temporary boom & dndustry and
eotithieree.”” {Imprecory, Vol. 10, Noo 23,
May 15, 1930, p. 423). .

S0 nmow this' champion against the

“right danger” announces & “new per-
iod of restoration of hasic capital” in
the USA! This is precisely what Lenin
and the II1 Congress. warned against
in itz theses:

“Shewld, however, the pace of develop-
mént {prolotarien rerolution) slacken
and the present economic erisiz be fol-
lowed by a pericd of prosperity in o
greater or less number of countries, this
world by a0 seans de en dndiertion of
the begimning of -the ‘organic’ epoeh,”

in the Provda of April 22, 1330, Man-
uilsky, draws .some further. conclusions
from the “new turn”. Telling what he
gees in store for Amecrican “imperialism
after its ‘present economue crisis, he
SuYE: C

“Ammerican copitelism will rapidly cap-

ture the leading positions in the world
arena in the most flowrishing spheves of
industry; the electrie, the chemical, the
automobile tndusiry, ete. Ful & addition
fo the economic forms of pressure, the
aggressiveness of the United Stafes will
alse find expression in military and po-
Hideal formas.

“A pew period of colonization is open-
ing in the history of American imperial-
Tan” Pravde, Apeil 22, 19800

This talk sounds gquite like the Haover
and Mellon prosperity bulleting of old!
Vet we woere the ones expelled for *ex-
aggerating the strength of American im-
perialism™! Yot we were accused by
Mglotoy of the crime. of “hewing to
American capitalism™. :

OUR ESTIMATION OF THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

As against all this econfusion and un-
principled “turns” we give here the es-
timation of the present economic crisis
as presented in the theses of ocur Jaly
Conference, which the Central Committee
refused to place hefore the Party Con-
vention: : '

“Many of the principal capfialist coun-
trics are grappling with the problems
of economic crisis. The very growth of
rationalization, the very strenglhening
of stebilization, the very exceeding of
pre-toar . levels in production and ex-
chunge, have megnified the tnlierent con-
tradictions of capitalism, have develop-
ed wmany. of them to a world scale and
Brought on the présent critical econonic
‘gitrnation. . .

“Ft would be wtterly false to conclade,
as does the Eeei end the officinl Ameri-
con Party leadership, that the present
economic crisis has clready reached ov
{3 even entering wpon an dmmediate per-
fod of total collupse of production aud
exchonge comparable to 1914-18 awd
with a resulting fmmedinle open vevn-
luHongry sttuction e o world seale.

“It is . true. that the present coonomic
erists 18 much more zorious then o nor-
mal pre-war c?;r;E'Ec_eaI' erists,  This {8 due
to the baste structwral changes in cepi-
talist world economy flowing from the
war {shifting of eeomomic conter of
gravity to the United States, freefing of
Russia from capilalist clutehus, revolie-
tonary developments in colonies ond
semi-golonies, restricted nternal swarlk-
efs a5 ¢ result of war vuins, ¢ic) The
course of the development of the histeri-
colly final basie erisis of capitalism is
not in a streight dowrward line in all
counfries. stmultancousty bnt rather in
a series of violent up and dewn toeve-
ments, enclt one more vielent tham the
preceding one.  During  this  definitely
downward tremd n the decoy of world
eapitnlism we will find in sone cownlrivs
eLENR temporary | wpweard  swings.
(France) in other eountries, slowed down
rates of deckine (Englend) and in still
other eonhbries upword curies for a
number of years (United States) . . .

HBut tho the geneval trend of Amicri-
can cnpitalism, & {ts woerbl position, 4#

still wepward, recent monlhs have zeen
a rapid and sericus decling in the dm-
mediate  ceonvmic sttuaton—the low
potnt of which will not be seaehed for
amonths to come. The sitnation is made
smore acule by the econewnids crisis m e
awenber of the most dmporiant eapitulist
eountpies,  The presemt eowditions are
nat anelogous Lo the veriod of deep de-
pression i 1924 wad serious decline in
1927 awhen Furopeun . cowditions  were
going wpward ead were very favoreble
for the cxpansion of Abierican foreign
trade and capital export. Likewise, the
immediate Awerican  economic décline
sharpens the situaiion f ofher copitalist
countries. . . It is absolulely falacious
to comclude thoi the present cconomio
erisis s alveady the final, basic crivie
of Awmeriean capitulism, wshering in the
period of revelution oy cven Wurking the
begiwning of the fmmedizte down-ward
tremd of eapifalist developonent in the
Liaegbod States™

E

My, Duranty may really believe that
Stalin was the only one in- the whale
wide world who foresaw and understood
ihe crisiz and the New York Fimes book
reviewers may agrée with him. But the
fact remains that, in its inrns and twists
in ils jumps from one extreme to an-
gther, the Jeadership of the Comintern
zeems to have cogendered some doubts
in its mfallibility cven inn the “hest eir-
cles”. ‘This impression filters thru even
the dispaiches of the New York T'imes:

“70 45 wel heyoud (he bownds of pos-
sibitity—iho of conize ne oy here would
vrer admit  {l——ihit sowte  dmporfant
Mogeou: Cum-mimi.‘stﬁ have, o snenling
wlen thet Ar. Lovestewne, alffio duly ex-
conenaicicterd for comtumegey, tay know
a good deel whowt condilivws in . the
Prnlted Siutes, aud Hiet elthe ke fad the
sinforfutee 10 Decomte o cosnaity in the
highty wvital sfruggle betweon Bukhorin
uned The Reembin in high Comwtunist fa-
tewnutiomed eivclee, 1 ds just pessible that
Jog was right fo dnaginieg that the econ-
owtic defrression hus not wot strecw Am-
crican  atvects  and  countrysides  with
corpzes of the stareing proluleriat”

Forgery As a Method

TForgery, it-secnis, has become ap ae-
credited and accepted method of “ideclo-
gieal” struggle with the present leader-
ship of the Communist International.

For example in his report to the 18
Congress of the CPSU Malelov told &
plain fabrication to ihe delegation when
he said that in the Revelutionary Age
Na. 2, November 15, 1929 I was supposed
to have written: ' . '

“The Wall Street panic 45 nat the re-
stift of the weakening of Awerican cedi-
pmics, but an cxpression of the actunl
power of American capitalist eoonomiies,
et ' . o _

OFf course, what I did sy was seme-
'Ehr':ng pery much diferent, I weter swid
amything of the kikd that, Comyale Mo-
fotor attributes to me. I did say in Rew-
olutionaryr Age No, 2, November 15, 1528,
in _an article eaptioned “Order in Wl
Screet” the following: -

“The panic T Wall Street did nat eome
‘a3 a reswlt of the décline of American
capitalist veonomy. It came oy q result
of the very stremgth of Aprerie cnpi-
taliat ecomomy magnifying and sharpen-
ingy t:'t?l.ﬂﬂ‘rﬂ?‘u{ﬁciioﬁ"s af world capital-
ism. True, there wos o deeline An. aito,
steel pnd construtcoin n the third quaer-

-

tor of fe o wear oy compured with the
Ligh pealt level of the swnmer. But now-
a~days the Steck Exchauge s no longer
an weeirate or o sensitive horomidler of
the capiinlist productive eeonwving” )

T In elaborating this goint in the pamph-
let emtitled * *Ovder” in Wall Street” pub-
lished shnultancously  with the Revolu-
tiondary Ayge No. 2, we said:

“Pre pante ve the Stock Exchange did
wot come as @ roswlt of the decline of
American copilalist ceonvmg. It came
s rewidt of Hie vevy steengih of Am-
érican eupitalist seonowy Mmagiifying and
sharpening the contruidictions of world
capituliven. Thus, American ecapitalism
shprpens its owen falivreit contradictions
and generates thi forevs wot only of its
ot sdedbrietion bat wlso of the ‘destrue-
Adow of world eopitalism whiek hitherte
gt hux done zo pricel oo save -

Ty did Comrade Moltor Tove £o ve-
sort te plain forgery and misguotetion?
Sinee whes in falsifitation a bolshevik
‘weapon? JU never was so in Leninist
doys. For-Leninists it cannol be so to-
day.” Certainly Camrade Molotov received
and read the Revelutionery Age. Why
didn’t he examing, snalyze and. eriticize

(Continued on puipe. 14).
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The Election Campaignand the CP

An Analysis of the Election Platform -- Why We
Support the CP Ticket

The absolute incapacity of the Com-
munist Party of the U.5.A., under ifs
present line and leadership, 1o play ihe
leading role it should In rallving and
uniting the workers of this country for
militant struggle against the attacks of
capital is unfertunately only too well
shown in the document “Working Closs
cgainst Capitalist’ Class: Main Election
Issue of the Communist Pariy” which
serves as a sort of general election pre-
gram for the Communist Party election
campaign this fall. The political char-
acter of this document of course re-
flects the- character of the entire elee-
tion campaign of the Party and more
generally its whole policy within the
last vear and more.

* * ¥

The elections this year take place
amidst & serious economic ¢risls and
8 bitter drive of reaction upon the labor
movement and amidst undeniable prep-
arations in the direction of a new world
war. Rationalization is forging ahead
at 4 most rapid rate in this country. A
gigantic wage-cut campaign has been
carefully prepared by trust capital and
is now under way., Unemployment al-
ready reaches almest 6,000,000 wcrkers
and brings misery to the home of many
millions more. Every attempt of the
workers to itnprove their condition 1s met
with terror and persecution. The world
political relations -are sharpening on
every front, bringing the danger of war
ever nearer. The chropic enmity of the
imperialist powers to the Soviet Union
ig being converted to active measures of
offensive and attack. The rising colon-
ial liberation movement in India, in
China, in Egypt, is being met with mur-
dercus imperialist repression.

In the face of this situation the Ameri-
can labor movement finds itself weak,
disorganized, disunited, misled. The re-
actionary leaders of the trade unions are
doing the work of the bosses rather than
leading the workers in the fight for bet-
ter -conditions.  Under such eonditiens,
every it of proletarian copmon sense
points to the chief slogan of the Com-
munist campaign: WORKING . CLASS
UNITY AGAINST THE QFFENIIVE
‘QF CAPITAL! Ewen the most superfi-
cial appreciation of the deepest needs
of the workers calls on the Communists
to raize the banner of organization, unity
and mijltaney against the disorganiza-
tion, disunity and betrayal that the reac-
tignary labor officials, at the behest of
the bosses, are. bringing inte the labhor
miovement.
: * * *«

But what is the course of the Com-
mupist Party in this situation as mani-
fasted in the election program?

1. In the -emtire clection program
there is not a word in reference to the
main feature of the present ohjective sit-
uation; the offensive of capital,. -Of
vourse there are some general remarks
about the nature of capitalist govern-
ment, the oppression of the capitalists,
ete, but these remarks might just as well
have been written ten vears ago for all
the contact they have with the realities
of today. No attempt is made to exam-
-ine the econerete relations between the
workers and the capitalists in this coun-
try today, the.conerete line of attack of
the hosses today,.the concrete tasks of

PEASANT MOVEMENT IN
CHINA

(Cantmued ffro'm Page 5).

in China.

Intervention in China is A menace not
only 'to the Chinese. people but also .to
the American workers and farmers. as
-well, The strengthening of imperialism
in the East will mean the strengthening
.of imperialism at home, the strengthen-
.ing.of the big trust capitalists against
the workers. and farmers in this coun-
try, It is ciear that the enemy the
Chinese people are fighting is our enemy
as well and that their struggle is our
struggle.  Our slogans must therefore
be:

STAND BY THE CHIT\ESE REVO-
LUTION!

HANDS QFF CHINA' ) .

WITHDRAW ALL =~ AMERICAN
SHIPS AND FORCES FROM CHINA!

—Speciator

12

the workers today.

2. 'The election program formally and
officially turns its back upon the whole
labor movement. The organized trade
union movement of this country is called
u “tool of the bosses.” The only “gen-
uine labor organizations recognized by
the program are the tiny groups affil-
jated to the TUUL or in some other way
auxtliary of the Communist Party.” It
has-no message for-the millions of or-
ganized workers except that they should
desert their organizations, break them
up and join the “revolutionary unions.”
Not the unity of the werkers—but the
further splitting of the labor organiza-
tions is the message of the election pro-
OTAIN.

2. Many pages of the program are
devoted to the question of the war dan-
ger. Here also the matter iz discussed
in a very abstract and schematie man-
ner. The message is: capitalism brings
war! which was as truc thirly years
ago as it is today. No attempt is made
to analvze concretely the relatioms of
world politics: today ¢ut of which the
danger of a new waorld war, as a con-
crete ‘fact, arises. Above all there is
n¢ attempt to outline & program of strug-
gle for the workers against war, especial-
iy a program of uwited getion against
capitalist militarism.

4. In view of the revival of the capi-
talist propaganda campaign against the
Soviet Unien In recent months and of
the unmistakable preparations of a more
material nature for an offensive against
the USSR, the question of the recogni-
tion and defenee of the TISSE shold play
a big role in the platform of eur Party
in the elections. Rut how is the matter
treated? The whole question of the rec-
oenition and defenee of the USSR is
made a question of the superiority of the
Soviet systemi over the democratic. re-
publie, i. e., it is put on a basis that can
appeal only to Communists. There is no
attempt made to harmmer home the les-
son of international labor solidariiy;
there iz net a word that the fate of the
world labor movement is elosely bound
up with the fate of the USSR, that the
workers of all countrics have a direet
class interest in defending the Soviet
Union. Upon the narrow basis upon
which the platform puts it no sericus
movement for the recopnition and de-
fence of USSR cdan be dexeloped in
Anierica,

5. In spite of the fact that the U.8.A.
is the leading imperialist power in the
world today, the whele guestion of im-
perialism receives mo more than a
sketchy mention in the programmatic de-
claration of the Party for ihe election
campaign. Nothing. is said about the
role of the 1.8 A, in world politics, about
the activities of Yankee imperialism in
Latin America, or about any>specific
phase of American imperialism for that

-matter. The only argument the platforin

makes against the system of colonial
dotnination on the part of Wall Stree
iy that a few lives of American marines
are lost in the proeess! Not a word is
said to-counteract the widespread idea
among the workers that the expansion
of Ameriea’s empire brings prasperity
to the American people. Yet it is pre-
cisely the question of the economic sig-
nificance of imperialism for the Ameri-
can workers that is fundamental. The
slogans in the platform on the guestion
of imperialismi and colonial oppression
become to the workers mere empty
phrases that can have no serious effeet
upon the masses. N

" 6. The section on the Neproes is a
masterpiece . of sectarian abstraction.
The migerable condition of the Wegtaes
is accurately deseribed but what Is pro-
posed? In effect it is declared the Soviet
America. will solve everything—svhich is
very true historically but is hardly a
slogan caleulated to mohilize the Negro
masses for immediate struggle" Witk-
out a prcrgram-of -action for {manedute
strugale there can "be no talk of mass
work among the Negro people.

4. Not oné word is to be found in the
election platform about the young. waork-
ers.” Their conditions are mot even ana-
lvzed nor is there presented a single slo-
gan or demand for the young workers!
Whether this is pure neglect or some-

‘on  agitation and

Inter-racial Club
In Philadelphia

CP-Majority Group Wins
Among Negroes

The Philadelphia organization of the
CP-Majority Group has begun te carry
organizaiion wozrk
among the Negro workers ih carnest.
On Mondzy, September 15, a meeting
was held in the Negru scciion of Ihila-
delphiz with over 2(i} present. A Guss,
Ben Gitlow and Rotschild Franeis spoke.
A large number of copies of the Revolu-
tionary Age were sald and over sixty
names recelved as sympathizers. A few
days later, on September 17, another
meeting in another preletarian section
tock place at which 150 wore present.
Twenty eight coples of the Revelution-
ary Apge were sold and many names ob-
tained.

On Saturday, September 12, after good
preparations, an organization niceting
for the eatablishment of an inter-racial
ctul was held. The meeting was a great
suceess, There were over 100 at the
meeting and the Inter-racial Workers
Club was immediately organized with a
mernbership of 60, practieally all of
them hbeing Negioes, Since then the
Club has elected its evecutive commit-
tee and its officers—Conway, as presi-
dent; ¥urphy, as vice-president; Guss,
s secretary; and Newhy as treasurer.
Arrangements for open air meetings and
other activities have been made,

thing else we cahnot determine
& * -+

These are only the most outstanding
shorteomings of the election platform;
nwore in the same direction eould easily
be enumeratad. The document ean hard-
Iy he considercd as a Communist appeal
to the working people in the present sit-
ustion. It iz a dry, scetnrian, bombast-
ic, dogmatic document without any feel-
ing for the life and struggles of the
workers in this country today. And such
is the character of the whole Communist
Party election campaign today. . .

Why then do we call for the support
of the Communist ticket in the elections?
Why do we ask the warkers to vote for
candidates standing on such a platform,
2 platform of working class disunity and
disorganization, when unity and organi-
zation are the demands of the hour? Re-
cause we call upon the workers to vote
wol Tfor the false and harinful tactics or
the Communist Party, but for the fun-
damental prineiples of the class struggle
and Communism which the CIP alone
represcnts in the present eampaign thru
an electoral ticket, Certainly it would be
better if we, the COP-Majority Group,
were jn 2 position to hold aloft the ban-
ner of Communism in the election cam-
paign, so that to the funiamentals of
Communisin could be-added cerreet Len-
inist tactics and platform. But our or-

‘ganizational position is manifesily such

as to exclude such a possibility.  Iacing
reality therefore, we must declare that
of all the parties inthe field with tickets
the Communist Party alone stands on
the hasis of proletarian class struggle,

however bad and harmful its tactics may -

be. That is why we ¢all upen the work-
ers to: VOTE COMMUNIST!

But we are net asking the workers to
vote their endorsement of 1he falsa poli-
cics and false platform of theo officizl
Party. In calling upon the workers to
vote Communist we ask them to vote for
the traditional policies and platform of
the Communists in America for many
years, in those years in whieh Commun-
ism was growing and becoming a foree
in the Iabor moventent. The official Com-
munist Party has temporarily deviated
from this path, muih io the detriment of
the revolutionary mevement. But we
hope and are confident that this devia-
tion will be only temporary and short-
lived and-that with the help of the best

sections of the Party menibership and

mijitant workers the American Commun-
ist Party will apain take the road to
mass influence and te effectivé revolu-
ticnary action.
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Slanders that Grow

Out of Desperation

The “Empros” Lies About the
Food Workers

BY ALEX CONSTAS

Secretaiy-Treasurer of the Hotel and
Restwwrant Workery Braunekh of the AFW

In the E'mpros (Greck organ of the
Communist Party) of Scptember §, 1834,
there is an article, supposedly written by
Cormiade Gelepis and Pappind, hut evi
dently manufactured by the brainy edi-
tors of the Empros himself, accusing me
of having been instruneuntal in sending
them to jafl fer 60 davs. Tn what way
1 was respansible for their seniences
the brilliant editor deoes not say. I is
a ridigulous lie from start to finish.

The Empros and every feod worker
knows thai every worker appearing be-
fore the capitalist judges in special ses-
sions for violating the injunction is serv-
cd with the same dish of ¢apitalist jus-
tice, namely 80 days in Jjail, unless the
boss fails 1o press the rcharge. Ewvery
worker who has hitherlo appearsd in
such circumstances received 60 days in
jail. Was I insirumental in the zenten-
ces of the other workers? Tt is peculiar
that it teok Comrades Gelepis 5 months
to dizscover that 1 was instrumcental in
sending him to jail. Probably it was the
slow funetioning “communistie mind” of
the editor of the Fmpros 1hal had some-
thing to do with this bclated discovery.

Further on, the article goes an to azk
us what will Stevenson and Cornclivs,
now serving 18 nwonths each for their
activities in last vear's cafeteria strike,
say when they are released. I ask the
editor of the Empros what will they say
when they find out the iruth as to who
kept them in jail. The food workers,
and cspecially Comrade Gelepis knows,
how we, the CP-Majority Group ecom-
rades, fought when we were i the lead-
ing fraction that the upion shoubd use
all means at its disposzal to get those
camrades ot as seon as possible. This
decision is in the minutes of the leading
fraciion in a session held o year ago
with the disiriet secretariat hut the of-
Ficizldom of the 2Ist 8t union, apparent-
ly more interested in drawing  their
wages than in doing anvihing for ibe
releasze of 1he=;L twa cohirades, did noth-
ing.

What is the reason fol the sudder out-
Lu¥st of slander and les against me and
the other comrades of the Communist
Party (Majorily’ Group)? If is to hide
the bankrupiey of the crazy line of ihe
Party among the food workers. After
motre than a vear of upplication of this
fulse poliey, it 1s beginming to be felt
that splits, paper “unions™, left phrases
and Dmportation of silver-tomgued Rles-
siahs will not organize the food wark-
ers. In contrast is the correet policies of
the CI-Majority Group under which the
splerdid cafeteria strike of a vear and
a half agro was conducted and which built
up the cafcteria workers nhien which
was later ruined by the new polivies of
the official Communist Pavty,

© Afier seeing the ruins that the appli-
cation of "the policies of the present
Pariy policies hag brouglit about in all
unions and ermanizalions, the workers
must demand from the official Cammun-
ist Party 1hec unity of the warking class
and the adopiion of the eorreet policies
of the CP-Majority Group.

. . .
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Big Meeting in
Negro Defence

Nearly two hundred Negro people at-
tended the emergency meeting called on
Wednesday, September 24, 1933, under
the auspices of the John Brown club,
to register an energetic protest apainst
an attempt to bring lynching and mob
violence against Negraes into New York
Cily and in order to organize a defence
for Samuet Bernard who is now under
arrest for having dared to defend him-
self againet 2 mob of would-be lynchers
in the Bronx. Samuel Bernard is a Ne-
gro janiror at 1663 Wushington Avenue,
Bronx. On Wednesday, September 17, he
was sot upen by a mob of nearly 1,000
white people and severely beaten because
he drove away a group of young gambl-
ers from the deor sleps. All of the
leaders and the members of the mob are
at liberty but Bernmard, his  wife and
brother sre under arrest!

The meeting on September 24 was at
5t. Lukes Hall, 125 West 150 Street. The
meeting was presided by €. B. Jenkins,
World War veteran and member of the
Harlem Tenants League, and addressed
by Rotszchild Franeis, former editor of
The Imancipator, Virgin Island, Mrs.
Braithwaith, of the Universal Negro Im-
provement Assoclation, Grace Campbell,
the oxganizer of John Brown Labor De-
fenee Club, Calvin Fanin, and William
J. white. The message of the speakers
was enthusiastically welcomed by the
andience. A goaod collection was {aken
up for defence purposes.

Sarmuel Eernard the wietim of the out-
hurst of mob violenee, appearsed before
the meeting in person. A committee of
Trancis, Miss Campbell, and Mrs
EBraithwaith was appointed to carry for-
ward the defence work.

# o £l

In addition to the meeling at St
Lukes Hall there have been held a num-
ber of very successful epen zir meetings
in Harlem.

N. Y. WORKERS DEMON-
TRATE AGAINST SIMOXN

Sir John Simon, chairman of the
Indian Statutory Comimissien, respon-
sible for the infamous Simon Repert,
was grected by a. demonstration of
several hundred workers with the slogan
“Butcher Simon Go Back!™, before the
Wational Broadeasting Ce. at 711 Fifth
Avenue on Wednesday, September 3. Sir
John Simon, who was sent hore as part
of a delegation of British lawyers to
whitewash the brujality and oppressive
measures tazken by Rritish imperialism
in India was broadeasting over WEAT
his slander against ‘the Indian people
and his usual apologics for the Rritish
government, from 500 to 7.30 F. AL
Promptly at 7.20 the demonstration,

which was under the auspices of the

Communist . Paltv {’\iaml;tv Group) be-
ran-

Among the bannelc curscd in 1he de-
monstration were the following: “But-
cher Simon Ge Back!?, “Free Indian
Political - Prisoners!”; “Down With Brit-
izh Bombing in India and USA Gun-
hoats fin-China!”; “Free [ndia & Tre-
land!™: “Down-. with the MaeDonald
Tnperialist labor Government!”; “The
Indian Massee Will March On If Gandhi
Retrays!™; “Imperialism Murders. Tndian
Workers & Starves .American  Wosli-
ers!™; "Vellow, Black & White Workers
TUnite Against. Imperialism!”;  “Lown
With The Birmos Report!” and soon.

A large crown gathered on the side-
walk at Fifiy-fifth 8t. and 5th Ave, and
listened to various speakers, anong them
bemg a Hindu speaker, and the follow-
ing: M. Lawrence, Bert Miller, H. Zam,
1. Zimmerman, D. Benjamin, Victer Ci-
buleky, Loud cheers echoed for Indian
Indeperidenice and the struggle of the
Indian masses for freedom, while the Si-
mon Report was heartily booed.

Arriving in the lobby with Nicholas
Murray. Builer, 8ir John. Simon was in-
formed of the demonstration on the side-
walk, He innnediately turned tail and
retreated upstairs. Only after the de-
monsiration. was over and after he had
roccived an escart of three motor cicle
pelicemen did he venture to leave the
huilding.

A number of Indian workers partiei-
pated in the demonstration

Narional Council Meets

November 27

In aceordance with the decision of the
first session of the National Couneil held
immediately after the National Confe-
rence of July, the Burc of the MNational
Couneil of the Communist Party {Major-
ity Group} has decided to convene

the Plewmwm of the National Counet]
for Thanksgiving Day, November 27,
1830, with the following agenda

1. The Situation in the CP-Majority
Group and Our Next Tasks,

2. The Conditien of Qur Organiza-
tion in the Districts Outside of New
York.

3. The Political Character of the Re-
volutionary Ape as a Weekly.

4. The Situation in the International
Communist Opposition and the Prepara-
tions for the International Opposition
Conference,

The Bure of the National Gouneil
CP-Majority Group.

Capitalist Idiocy and the Fate
of the Farmers

These days the abominable idicey of
the capitalist syvstem is being brought
hoime to the workers and farmers with
increasingly painful clarity. Take the
plight of the farmers: First, they were
especially hard hit by a streke of good
fuck in having bumper crops., In the

midst of the severe economie crisis the

bumper crops only aggravated the al-
rexdy acute hardships of the great mass
af farmers. So the speculators, grain
ramblers and cotton buyers got wheat,
corn, cotton, ete. at a song—much below
eost—7Irom the farmers.
ers were Rhit by ¢ atroke.of bad ek
A terrible drought set in and inflicted
tremendous damage on the crops. Prices
of these staples immediately began to
soar. But the average farmer is not the
gainer from this priee increaze by a
long shot. Vhatever crops were In the
field have been and are being still burn-
ed up by the drought. It iz the bankers
and ecapitalist gamblers who but yester-
day hought up much of the surplus agri-
cultural produets who are the sole gain-
ers from the drought. For the big dis-
tributers and merchants it means higher
profits. For the great mass of farmers
the drought spells only additional misery
and suffering. For the workers it means
higher prices. Starvation for the farm-
ers when they produce bumper crops;
Starvation for the farmers when a de-
vastating drought sets in!  Stavation
for the workers when they dont pro-
duce enough {(disemployment). What a
hopelessness! What an endless c¢hain of
evrses!  Capitalism, in true vuliure-like
fashion, parifeularly thrives on the dis-
asters-natural and otherwize—befalling
the workers and poor farmers. Capital-
ism, not only produces its own vast erop
of mIserv—unompleyment, starvation,
seabbery, specd-up, corruption, disease,
angd war—hbut its beneficiaries, the own-
ing class, the capitalist birds of prey,
ghoulishly grow fat on the victims of
natural disasters. This is what Tloover
and Coplidgze so proudly eall “American
individua}l initiative™ It is high time
our American workerr and explpited
farmers began to show some real wmass
initiative ampd together take ecffective
steps to hasten the rushing of the pres-
ent damnable system of capitalistn to
the dung heap of history and in its steud
Liegin to build up a socislist system—
free from all exploitation——as our bro-
thers in the factories and on the farms
are now deing in the Union of Social-
ist Soviet Republics.

REVOLUTIONARY
AGE
BOUND VOLUMES
Numbers 1 to 10, from November
1, 1929 to March 15, 1930,
These wvolumes are beautifully
bound in blue buckram cloth
and stamped in geold

Order wvour copy immediately!

Price $2.00

Soon the farm-

The Next War

Bv Bertram D. Wolfe
5. A’ﬁgfo—A’men'caﬁ Conflict

(Concluded From last issue)
Financial “Advisers”

In their offorts to get on the inside track
an loans, imvestments, markets and raw ma-
toriats, American  bankers have ofheislly
placed {inancial “advisers™( dictacors) in 23
foreign countries, Agpressive Amerkcan capi-
tal penetrates even farg the British dominions
{in Canada it bolds ¢ superior position to
Ergland in matter of investrscots) and what
iz more, into British industry, as well.  Amec-
wa's penetration of the British electrical ine
dustry was the cause of the recent interna-
tionzl battic between Sir Huge Hirst and
American financial interests, for control of
British General Flectric, in which banle
Amerivan shareholders were deprived of all
veiuing rights, On the other hand there is
the Shell Qil Compeny’s penctration  of
American oil fields and its calculated policy
of exhausting American oit reserves 2s rap-
idly ar posable, while it keeps its reserves
in other parts of the world largely unmapped.

The Usea of Government -

Both governments, theic state departments,
commerce  departments, treasaries, armies
and mavies, intelligence’ ‘and diplomatic ser-
vices, ‘are completely at the dispedal of the
zigantic mdustrial-financial contestants. Gov-
vrminent and hig husiness are even identified
ta the extent of interchingeable personnel.
In America, to mention only @ fewr of the
culstanding  casés, there is Morrow, (Mor
gan partner), Dawes, Mellen, Young,
Hughes (from Secretary of State to Stand-
zard Qi corporatian lawyers, and thence to
the Supreme Court bench), Hoowver, Gugr
genheim, and the multi-millionzire Davis,
Hurlev, Lamoat, Adams, ctc. in the cabinet
It's & far cry from the days of government
trust-busting, to the present situation of big-
business vwnership of government!

On the British side there is Lord Birken-
head, Solicitor-Genera), Attorney-General,
Lard Chancellor ard Secremary of State for
India, an the Borrd of Directors of the Im-
perial Chemical Industries; Lord Reading,
Solicitor-General, Artorney-General, Lord
Chief Justice, Viceroy of Indiz, and director
of banks, insurance and wtlity companics
and of Imperial Chemical Industries; Regi-
nald MeKennn, first Lord of Admivality,
Chancellor of the Exchequer, now chairman
of the great Midland Bank and other impart-
aat fipancial corporations, ete. ets.

Fightng For the $ea Lanes

In the battle for supremacy in shipping
in which Great Britain continucs to have a
terendous lead, hoth governments subsidise
ship-budding. specify that merchants ships
must be so buile that they can mount six-
inch guns in war te (Jonc'sWhite law
in U. 5.) usc what are technically known
#x “lighting” ships to capture certain frade
rautes, and bar each other's wvessels out
wherever possible. The United States even
goes so {ar as o eet aside the 18th amend-
ment on ships under s control to compete
successfully for passenger trade.

The Nerves of Empire

In the intzrmationzl hattle for the control
of what Ludwell Denny has aptly called the
"nerves of cmpire”, the United States has
rricd  to overcame  Pritakn's  wvirtual cabls
monepely by the huge, government-promat
e RCA - General Electrie - Westinghouse -
American Telephone and Telegraph-General
Motors-Victor-International  Telephone  and
Telegraph super-merger.  Great Britain hae
csourtered by its Imperial Wireless and Ca
ble Canference and its Cables and Wireless
and Tmperiab Cammunications merger. While
these two super-Imerger, power-trust giants
are shkirmishing for position, Major General
Harberd, president of the Radio Corporation
of America, and former Chief of Stuff of the
American Expedivanary Force in the Warld
War, has delivered himself of the follow-
ing:

“Sitting between the hind legs of the
British lonn with the tail of that noble
beast wrapped around his neck would be
a poor perch for the American eagle from
which (o recover lost leadership in world
comtmunications. . - . This new combined
British communications interest will effect
American relationships in every part of
the weorld, . The national defence of
the United States must reckon with the
planetary domination of communications
by the British” (U, S. DAILY, June
25, 1929.)

And the Jouranl of the Royal Empire So-
ciety, “United Empire”, for January 1929,

pubiishes an analogous . article by the Bri
tish radio ofticial Ruland Belfort, which con-
cludes:

“Today the British and the Americans
are agam, standing in bacle acray,”
Closely telated to the shipping and com-
munications conflicts is the effort of Ameri-
¢a to strike a blow at the very heart of the
British Empire by secking strategic conces
gions near the Suez Canal, while Britain
manouvers for z canal concession in Colom-
bia and il and gold rights on the Panama
border and in -Panamz {where the United
States insists there is neither oil ‘nor gold.)
In the tariff war Britzin secks to use the
wgapan of imperiat preference as an offset
to the huge tariff wall of the United States
which has been raised stll higher by the
Hawley-Simoot bill,

The Banle for Qil

Ay in the caze of the huge power glants,
there are rival chemical combines; feverish
activity 10 sequre a dominant’ position in
aviation, a battle for control of nickel, tin,
nitrates, potash——in shoze, a world-wide strug-
rle far control of  every industry and taw
naterial of military or econemic importance.
Probably the bhiggest of all iz the oil war
between these two ruthless giants of fin-
ance, Standard Oil and Royal Dutch Shell.
It 15 a war with a far-flung battle front—a
wngled network of schemes and plots, les.
and sntrigues, fomenting of revolutions and
crunter-revolutions, buymg of governments
and treaties, faking c¢laims and documents,
maneuvers by diplomats and naval men and
secret service agents, interventions by State
Deparements and Foreign Offices under the
most astounding pretexts, ultimatums, open
and verled, temparary truezs promptly and
trickily wiolated. guerrilla wars and even
wars between puppet pgovernments, brazen
and naked greed, fraud and force, and the
most revoltrg and pious hypocrisy.

The oil way is on wherever there is oil,
or potential oil, or a market for its products.
Now smoldering, now bursting into =till lo-
calized flames, the accumulated antagonizms.
of this titanic world rivalry for oil and other
rawe materials, for markets and investment
spheres, for control of the sea and the land
and the air, provide materialz so inflammable
that tondav, tomorrow, the day after, they
will be the source of a conflagration which
will sweep all the lands of the earth,

* E ] =

in the next number, Comrade Wolfe will
write on the other outstanding source of
war-danger today: “The War Plot against
the Soviet Usien The final articles in
the series on “The Next War” will answer
the questions “What It Will Be Like?” and
“What Can We Do. About It??

BAKERS LOCALS HELP
REVOLUTIONARY AGE

By a vate of 68 to 6 Bakers Local No.
1 of the Amalgamated Food Workers, in
a spivited meeting decided to help the
Revolutionery Age in its fight against
the attempt of the governmeni to sup-
press it. The local alse voted to donate
225 fo help suppor the Hevolufionary
Age.

The loecal union meeting was ad-
dressed by Comrade Lovestone. There
was much enthusiasm among the workers
after Commrade Lovestone made his ap-
peal for a united working class fromt
against capitalist reaction, for a militant
struggle against wage cuts, unemploy.
ment, and the open shop drive.

The loyalites rallied to their support
against the Revolutionary Age the most
backward clements. The allianes of loval-
{tes, syndicalists, and pure and simple
craft unionists suceeeded in mustering
only a baker’s half dozen in their plea
against the Communist Party (Majority
Group). The overwhelming, enthusiastic
support accorded the Revolulionary Age
was in line with the similar action taken
twn weeks before By Local 3 of the
Amalgamataed Food Workers, which was
address by Ben Gitlow, Bakers Loeal 3
voted a donation of $25 and subscript-
igns to the ampunt of $10. Local No
184 has also demated $E5.
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Passaic Group
At Work

Splendid Meetings Held

Two splendid meetings, held on Satur-
day, September §, and Saturday, Sept-
ember 13, at Srd and IHouston Streets,
were among the first general activities
of the newly organized Passaic loecal of
the CP-Mujority Groun.

Nearly 500 people woere present at the
first of these mestings. Eli Keller, for-
mer secretary of the National Textile
Workers Upion, was chajrman; B. Her-
man, Herbert Zam and B, Miller spoke.

Uremployment is very severe in Pas-
saje. Almost 40% of the Passaie work-
ers are unemploved. Rationalization and
specd-up have been inlensified. A whole
-series of Tadirect wage-cnis—changing
the guality of materials so that the work-
ers would find it {impossible to make as
much as hofore, chonging from depart-
ment to department, at lower ratds, and
so on—have been put over. A gencral
wage-cut iz heing planned. The work-
ers, therefore, respondec with great en-
thusiasm to the call of the CF-Majority
Group to organize and fight back against
the wage-cut drive of the bosses, for un-
employment relief and insurance.

This mecting was at least twice the
size of the fameous “September 1 demmon-
stration’” that was organized by ihe
fragments of the official CP unit in Pas
saje,

The sccond snccessful meeting  was
held 2 week luter and ut this mecting
Comrades Lifshitz, Horman, Keller, and

Benjamin spoke. The meeting was also-

very large. Twoenty-one coples of the
Revolutionary Age was s0ld.  The offi-
elal Party unit planned a moecting for the
same night a few blocks away but the
meeting jlever came off.

The CP-Majority Group iz becoming
a real foree among the workers of Pas-
sale,  Alveady the group has twice as
many Bembers as the officlel Party or-
ganizelion 4 Passeie. The Pagsale
group is opening big headquariers at
60 Dayion Avente as a proletarian cen-
ter for the workers of Paseaie,

Fature mectings are heing planned
with J. 0. Bentall, Bertram D. Wolfe,
and other well-kngwn speakers.

WoE ¥
A third meeting was held upon the
following Saturday. Four hundred work-
ers were present.  Three new workers
joined the CP-Majority Group, including
one Negro worker.
£ *® £

For Saturday night, Qetober 18, the
Passaic Group is planning a flousewarm-
ing Pavty at its new headguariers. Jay
Lovestone will be present at this affair.

WEISBORD STATEMENT

{Conitnued from wge 1)

but what we have to reckon with is a
tensencss of relationships, a restiveness
of the maszses which can enable a Com-
munist Party WITH TIE CORRECT
FOLICY to lcad masses info suech ac-
tivity as to radicalize the masses. There
i great PO L. . L ITY NOT ACTU-
ALITY of masses beeoming radiealized
gencrally and relatively gquickly. DBut
the foolish poliey of the Puriyv only
drives the masses further away from
radicalization.

9. The degmatic statements 1. That
American capitalism will weather the
present ccomomie stornt and 2. That it
will rise to new peaks, utterly fails to
take into aeccount the internaticnal sit-
uation. It wmay be, that due, ahove all to
the erimipal policies of the- CI, this
eventuality may OCCUR, hut it iz im-
possilile to staie so now as the sole so-
lation. The “Majority Group” fails in
REALITY to see that the cconomie erisis
in the United States means egonoinlc
erises in many countries (for this group
does not make such a view a VITAL
part of its living work in Ameriea);
that in scme of these countries such 2
erisis if prolonged will Jead to & real
revolutionary situation, that & revelution
breaking out in Europe may not anly
deepen the American crisis bot will ush-
er in & aew and higher stage of the
world revolution. In such an alteroa-
tive {or a number of similar aiternatives
whicH result in the ushering of a world
erisiz) impossible? Quite the contrary!
For communists, 1he whole perzpective
for the United States must constantly
end intimately be permeated with this
view. ’

{(Coneludede in the next issue)
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Lynching - An American Pastime

To date there have been recorded 26
Iynehings in the South-—san average of
nearly three g month. “Civilized” Geor-

_gia and Mississippi have to their credit

five of these Iynchings in two days.

There seems te be some naccuracy,
therefore, in the statement made carly
January of this year by William W.
Alexander, director of the Commission

" !

of Inter-racial Cocperation, te wit:

HPen years from new we Wil be won-
dering how i ever heppened—something
for scientific study end the rest of us to

remember with unbelicf. It will be wiped
oul by radio, good roads, and the news-
papers,”

EIE

Down in a hell-hole known as the vil-
lage of Darien in the state of Georgia,
the strongheld of the *American Fas-
eist Association of Black Shirts", a cou-
sin of the Kun Klux Klan, three Negroes
were forcibly removed froimn prison and
Iynehed, not upon the usual fake charge
of rape™ but for an alleged attempi 1o
rob & bank. It has been established be-
vond a shadow of doubt that at least one
of these workers was ot at all guilty
of the charge.

In the attempt to capture these Ne-
grocs one bank guard was killed and
three officers wounded. Any determina-
tion to defend oneself come what may
under such circumstances should be
commended.

The officers of the law made no at-
tempt to disperse the mob bent on lynch-
ing. On the contrary they lefi the pris-
oners unprotected in their cells.

LA I

In Scooba, Mississippl, two other Ne-
groes were lynched. This time the
“charge’” was robbery on the highway.
The sheriff and his deputies permitted
themselves to be tied to trees while the
mob carried on their barbarous game.

The Negro masses must defend them-
selves against the Anierican “pastime®
of lynching. The workers (Negro and
white) must unit in a determined cam-
paign to root out the system of lynching
which i= solely AMERICAN.

RB. F.

The Facts Speak

Some “Achievements” of the Loyalites in the Anthracite
By MN. BORICH, (Luzerne, Pa.)

The official TPerty bureaverats chacge us
that we are bosses agents, renegades, fas
clsti, enemies of the working class, etc,
ere. . . . but let the facts prove wha 1s rezlly
working in the interests of the working class,

= o L}

On June 8 our lodge of the H, B, Z.
{Croatian  Fraternal Society) had  electon
{or recuerding secretary becauee the old secre-
tary had left the place to look for a joh.
‘Tirere were three candidates: two conscious
e

reacsiorarics and priest supporters and Com-
rade Borich, a Cowsmunist and member of
the Cl-Majority Group, The “loyalites™ did
not put foraard a candidate ar all.  But
what did the “loyalites” do?  They formed
w united front with the resctionary and Com-
rade Barich was deflcated and 3 reactionary
slected! Who now is fighting for the
working <lass?

s £ X

Oriy July 6 §& N. P. . {ancther {fra-
reroal sociecy} bad its regular meeting. This
crganization is afilizted ro the I Lo T3 Ball
Lawrence (a “loyalite”™ from Philadelphia)
came down to our lodge meeting to ask
far sore finzncizl support for the I L. D.
in order to defend those recently arresced.
Lawrenaoe asked the “lovalite”, Loncarevich,
ta gk the lodge to give Lawrence the floor
but Loncaravich wag 2fraid and refused to
speak.  Comrade Borich, whom Lewrence
i+ so ready to call a “renegade”, found ont
thet Lawrence was  outside the hall and
wanted to speuk; so he went ovt and told
Lawrence that i he would speak enly on
the I. L. D. Comrade Borich would secure
the floor for him.  As a result was able to
get 510 from the treasury besides a collec-
tion for the 1. L. . The “lovalites” were
noutral on the whaele matter” because they
thought Lawrence was a “Lavestoneite™.

The same day the I, L. I had a meeting
and Lawrence was there and spoke.  He
attacked wus and eaid that “Lovestone and
his group are hosses agents”  After his
speech Cemrade Borich got up and answered
his slanderous charges and asked him many
yuestions to ansver.  The result was that
Lawrence's mouth was plued for the rest of
the mecting hLecause the poor fellow was
afraid of being thrown out by the mem-
berzhip.

In spite of what Lawrence did our branch
realized that with the arrest of the workers
in Scranton money was necessary for defense
and we did not logk vporn the 1 L. D fram
any factional approach. As a result Lawrence
raised $32.50 in Luczerne thra us whom be

calls “renegades.’”
s 8 &

The “layalites” cannot bear that the I
L. . should ke under our intluence =o
that when it came te the election of =
branch executive committee they tried 2
pack the meeting with people who are nat
members of the I. L. D. and are even op-
posed to it.  When they were invired o
vote by the “loyalites™ we asked them if
they were meombers of the 1. Lo Do oor if
they willing to joirn, and they 2nswered: Wo!
Yet these were the people the “lovalites
braught in and tried to make them wvote.
Finally they left the hall. OFf course we want
2l workers to be members of the IL L D,
regardless of their political and  religious
vicwpoint, but before anvbody has the right
to votz he should at least be a member of
the 1. L. D,

When the election of a new exccutive rame
arouad, Lawrence tried to dictate 1o us hy
teiing us that we should not elect 2 new
cxecutive,  But the majority of the mem-
bers decided to go ahead and elect a new
executive, The Tlayziite”, Lonecarevich,

-was nominated for all functicns not by mem-

bers of the brarch bur by Lawrence bur he
wazs defeated beczuse of his record.  Finally
somebody neminsted him for Laber Defender
agert and he shouted out:  “Like hellT
teaning that he did not want thiz job be-
chuse it meant hard work, But Lawrence
made him accept and he was clected. Now
be will have to do some work and we will
help him.

= E

Even Bill Lawrence will have to admit
that we are working for the 1 L. T and
building it wp regardless of what the I L.
D. officials call us because we believe that
the 1. L. D, should be the defender of all
thase who fali into the clutches of the capi-
taliss pavernment for their labor activity.
Now we demand of the Mational and Districe
offices of the 1. L, D.: "Are you defernding
all class war priseners?"  We domand of
the national and district offices of the I L.
D.: "Why are you keeping slent about
the case of lohn Fornier, militant miner and
member of the N, M. U, who was beaten
up and arrested by the pelice of the Pitts
ton Company becawse of his activity on the
picket line during the strike? Do you re-
fuse to defend him becauze he supports
the CP-Majoricy  Group? We want o
Lnow why the I L. D, does not defend him,
We want an answer thru immediate action
and not bluff! Encugh of the blufl—we de-

mand action!

Gitlow Tour On

The tour of Comrade Gitlow, ag an-
nounced in the last issue of the Revolu-
ifonawry Age, had a successful beginning
in Philadelphia on Sepicmber 135, 14 and
15. On Beptember 13 Comrade Gitlow
had a meeting with a pumber of Jeft
wing needle {rades workers and in the
evening there took place a membership
meeting of the TPhiladelphia organiza-
tion of the CP-Majority Group. On
the nexr day, Sunday, September 14,
there took mplace o ratification meeting
for the Communist candidales and in
the evening » barauci., At noon on Sepi-
ember 15 there was held a “Hands OfF
China” demonstration at City Hall Plaza
at which there were over 500 workers
presemt. In the evening an open air
mecting was held in the Negro section,
at 16th and Rater, at which Comrades
Guas, Gitlow and Retschild  Francis
spoke, before a very jwrerested erowd of
over 200 Negroes,  Scventy five copies
of Revolutionsry Age were z0ld and over
G0 names obtained.

Comrude Gitlow then proceeded to he
Anthracite, Detroit and Chicage about
which thers will be 2 report in the next
tzsue, Then follow:

Bostan: October 17, 18, 19.
Hartiord: QOctober 24,
Baltimore: Qetober 23, 24,
Fhiladelphia: Octeber 25,

In cech localisy he visits Comrade Git-
fow will be nvatiable for three kinds of meet-
IngE:

1. A meeting of the loeal CP-Majori-
ty Group, at which the imporiant group
probletns will be considered,

2. A public mnass mesting o which
Party members and all workers chould
be invited. At this mass meeting Com-
rade Gitlow will speak con the attack
of reaetion, the tasks of the working
class and the coming elections.

4. Mectings of or arvanged by sym-
pathelic orpanizations, such as Work-
mene Cirele branches, fraternal soele-
ties, ete.  All efforts nwast be made tg
mdke possible such meetings,

Comrades.  Get an tihe jobt
necessary prenarations and ammanyemonts MOT
the Gitlow towr ite are
rangements are mace in ¢ach loculsy they

will be wnrcunced In the Revelutionary Age,

Make efl

As soon oas O

FORGERY AS A METHOD
{Contivie from page 11

what we aetuaily =aid instead of soig.
thing we never sald oy something which
his factionally fertile Doagination would
have us sav.

In this same speech befors the 16 Par-
ty Congress Comrade Molotov farther
said that I kad developad the theory
that: “In the Uniled States a ‘second in-
dustrial revoluijion' wuas  proceeding.”
What did T actually sav?  The “second
industrial revolulion™ were first used by
myself in the February 1028 Thescs
which the Polburo of ike Russian Party
and the Comintern Presidium endorsed.
Comrade Molotov was then a wember of
hoth bodies, ax he s now. Bui what is
oven mwpre imporiant, in this insiance, is
to find out what I actually did say abont
the so-called “second industrial revelu-
tion” notion. Let me guote from the
Fobruayy 135235 Theses n order {0 hawve
the comrades get the fact stratght. Teal-
ing with this point, it said in part:

“Contradictions- of raticnalization:
The very process of valionalizulion, off-
timice called the second Tmlusteial vevalu-
fian, #n the (5. 5., s diferent offccis
T s varions stages. The tvend tewards
mass produetion and efficiency ot an
carly sloge may toend o duwerddse the
number of workers ewigloyed ond  for
some of them, even lo ratse their stan-
durd of uing.. Bt after thaf, in the
later stage, the rationtlication proccss,
ay applied by the capitalists, hus the
very oppesite cffect—a most  harmful
ane, on the workers. Now employment
is reduced, howrs of lobor are subse-
greently Iengthened and woges euf”

Incidenially, in speaking of “revalu-
tions” it would be well for Ceomrade
Molotov to refresh hLis nietnory by refer-
ring to the Program’ of the Comirmunist
International about this point which says
jn part: “The spasmodic and feverich
development of techaic hovdering in some
countries on a new fechnical revoluiion,”
wie., ete.

—Jay Lovestone.

The XVI CPSU

Congress and the

International Situation

What the recent XVI Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Unien
had to say about the problems of the in-
ternational revelutionary movement is
certainly very important. Bven under
the proper Leninist relations between
the CP3U and the Comimntern—ithat is,
even were the Comintern under the diree-
tion of a real collective international
leadership—the viewpoint of a Congress
of the CPST on international guestions
would be of tremendous significance, for
the CPSU very properly occupies the

position of the first among equals in the
Communist International and- its views
and advice, bear the greatest seight.
But under the abnormal conditions of
system of leadership which lie at the
root of the erisis in the Comintern to-
day, the views of the Sovict Party Con-
gress on interpaticnal matters are ab-
solutely deeisive for the poliey of the
Comintern. ‘That is why we must exam-
ine with the greatest care what the XVI
Congress of the CIPSU said about the
international situation,

1. THE ESTIMATE OF THE OBJECTIVE SITUATION

The profoundly false ultra-left analy-
sis of the ohjective situation which has
charzcterized the new coutse of the
Comintern from its beginning was en-
dorsed -and even ecarried furither by the
XVI Congress. In the resolution of the
Congress on the report of the C1P8U Del-
egation in the ECCl (Molotev’s report)
we read:

“The proletariat answers the offen-
sive of capital thru the development
of the sirike movement, thru aections
of the unemployed, thrue polilical de-
monstrations, in which are present
the clements of transformation of

economic  strugeles  and  political
struggles. The economic erisis,
which is taking place in the

midst of an already begun rev-
olutionary upsurge of the internation-
al labor movemcnt and the toiling
masses of the colonies, ralses the
coltnter-offensive of the proletariat lo
a higher level. . . "

In Stalin's report we find:

“The present erisis is the first
world economic crisis sinee the war™,

“It must be admitted that the pres-
rrt ecomomic erisis is the most ser-
jous and profound of all the world
economie crises hitherto experienced.”
In the resolution on Stalin's report it

is declared:

#WWhist the erisis is developing in
the face of the already commencing
vevolutionary upsurge of the world
movenent of the workers and toiling
masges in the colenies, It raises the
counter-offensive of the proletariat to
a higher lewvel, in some countries,
leads to the conversion of the econ-
otric erisis dnieo a peliifoad one, and
accelerates the outhreak of clvil war
in the colontes”

To this absolutely faniastic estimation
of the situation, an cstimation that has
already . shown its complete falsity in
practice, there was only one volee raised
at the Congress, strangely encugh the
voice of Chitaroff, the leader of the
Young Communist Interpational, who
declared:

“At a time when there is in the
Soviet Union a tremendous tompo of
development, this is unfortunately not
to be noted in the eapitalist countries.
Whereas in the Soviet Union the pro-
letariat is on the offensive along the
whele front, in the capitalist countries
the things arc sa that the bourgeoisie
attacks and our Communist Parties
have not been able or have been able
only to a very insufficient degrec to
organize the counter-offensive. . .
Quile correct! But doesw't this sound

very much like what the “opportunists”
and the “repegades” have been saying
for some time?

That the falsec estimation of the ob-
jective situation extends le {or shall we
say: staris out from) the United States
is shown in the following gamn from the
report of Stalin:

“When difficulties are spoken of in
the United States, difficulties of decay
are referred to, for America is pass-
ing thru a erisis of ecomamic decline.
When difficulties are spoken of in
England, they are diffieulties of stag-
natfon, since for several vears Eng-
land’s econemy has stagnated, that is,
its forward movement stagnates.”
80! The U. 8 is already on the “de-

cline” but British economy is merely
“stagnating™! Is this not really the dis-
eradited Bittleman apex-theory, exag-
gerated and elevated to the clouds?

2. THE FORMULATION OF TACTICAL LINE

Nor is there the slightest modification
in the saicidal tactical line of the Com-
intern. The sectarian and splitting trade
union line is specifically endorsed while
the sbandonmenti of the tactios of the
united front is raised inte a system and
theorized. In his sunimary Molotov made
clear:

“In comnection with the rising in-
tensification of class aniagonisms
and the strengthening of the activity
of the proletarian masses, the Com-
munist Internztiona) set up the tac-
ties of ‘cluss against class’ and car-
ried these tactics consistently. The
ezsence of theze tactics eansists in the
rejection of all allianess with the So-
cial-democracy. . . but on the .con-
trary the rezlization of the proletar-
jan united front from lelow,

“Only three vears ags the Com-
munist Parties still used to make
temporary alliunces with the Sorial-
democracy. . . The transition ta the
tacties of ‘class against class’ has 1i-
quidated all surh alliances. . . On the
field of economie struggle the Com-
munist Party of Germany or the Com-
munists Parties of other countries
where there were no Red unions would
carry on their work within the limits
of the reformist trade unions. . .But
now the Communists cannot  limit
themselves fo zetivity within the old
limits. The sharpening of the class
struggle and the formation of the
triple alliznce of the emplovers, the
bourgeols state and the Social-democ-
racy against the workers places new
tasks before the Communist Parties.”
Z0!  The “alliance of the employers,

the hourgeois state and the reformists”
ir a phenomenon of the “third periad™!
And that ix why we msut have “new

tactics’”! Apparently, according to Moloe-
tov, the old tactics, the tacties of Lenin,
were based upon a situation in which the
cipplovers had no connection with the
government and in which the reformists
were fighting for the intercsts of the
workers. And this is the nominal leader
of the Communist Internatiopual! this is
the suecessor of Zineviev and Bukharin!
In his report Stalin formulates in clas-

- sieal form the attitude of the new course
towards the danger of soclal-reformism:
“4re there stil} workers to be found

who believe the lying sormaons of the
Social-deniocrats? The workers de-
maonstrations of Aupust 1, 1929, . .
show that the hest clements of the
working class are already turning
their backs on the Social-democracy.”

Apparently this explains the growth

of membership of the Social-democratic.

Pariy of Germabpy tu & membership of
over a million for the first iiine; to the
growth of the French, Czechoslovakian,
and other Soeizl-democratic parties be-
vond thoir pre-war membership.  Ap-
parently the influence of Social-democra-
ey on the working class has already dis-
appeared. “The underestimation or dis-
regard of the enemy is the fatal error
for a revolutionist” {Lenin).

And now what happens to these mass-
os of workers who are emerging from the
influence of the Social-democrais?

“But when the workers turn their
backs on Social-democracy, this means
that they turn te Communism.”

How anvone can sav this in the face
of the striking drift of disgusied Secial-
democratic workers into political indif-
ference and coven te Fascisim, ean only be
explained by those who can justify the
tacties baged wpon such phantastic es-
timations!

A Slanderous Lie

The Iepreeorr is peddling around the
* information” that Oskar Samuelson,
the sccretary of the Communist Party
of Sweden (which was expelled from
the Comintern over a  year ago and
which supports the struoggle of the Inter-
national Communist Opposition) has
“rpgigned”, iz “out of the movement,”
eteo., ete.

This is nothing but malicious mis-
information that arises out of the
desperation of the Comintern burocrats
in the face of the continuous growth of
the CP of Sweden while the little loyal-
ite-"Tarty” is showing ecollapse maors
and more every day. It was caleunlated to
hurt the CP of Sweden which was in the
midst of a bitter election campaign.

The fact js that Camrade Samuelson
has just obtained an important position
in the cooperative movement. of Sweden,
the same position he had five years ago,
and is therefore unable any longer to
serve as secretary. But, of course, the
change 15 of no political importance
gince Comrade Samuelson remains a
memher of the Polburo of the CC of the
CP of Sweden and still retains the posi-
tion of leadership he had for many a
yvear in the Communist movement of
Bweden.

Such ridiculous rumers will not help
the bankrupt cause of the Comintern
burocrats. ...
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WhatAboutCanada?

The false line and petty trickery of the
Comintern Executive Committee and its
dolegation are causing coesiderable
demage to the Canadian C. P.

The Ecel delegation has decided to 1ift
temporarily, the expulsions and suspens-
ions of ihe Central Committes members
Jack Mae Denald, Mike Buohay, and
Margolies. The mancuver iz to have a
Plenum called after the return of the
Profintern delegates and then have the
Plenum expel these comrades who have
led the Caradian Communist Party when
it was a growing organization with roots
in the trade union movement. The Ecel
delegation has ruled that the Politieal
Committee has no right to expel Central
Conimittee members. This “special work™
must be left to the Central Committee
itself. It is interesting to nete that in the
case of the expulsion of 15 Central Com-
mittee members from the CPUS34, the
Fect ruled that even the non-deseript,
makeshift Polbure had 2 right to expel
from the Party pot only Central Com-
mittee members but alse Polbure and
even BEcci members.

The underhanded manobvers of the
Ecci delegation are also sharpening the
already difficult sitwation in the ranks
of the Finnish comrades. The Jatter have
ra-appointed Comrade Vara, recently
readmitted to the Party after expulsion,
as editor of “Vapaus.” The Poleom im-
mediately condemned thiz “opportuhist”
and "renegade” azct of the Finnish or-
ganization. The Finnish comrades coun-
tered Dby saving that they appeinted
Comrade Vara on the basis of the agree-
ment they reached with the Ecei delega-
tion, “which iz a higher body than the
Canadian Poleom.” The TIolecoin then
declared that it had not been aware of
or inforimed by the Eecel delegation. of its
secret decisions and agreements,

In the absence of Comrade Ewen,
Comrade Tim Buck is serving as secret-
ary, but Comrade Buek is suspected of
“oconcealed conciliationism.™

In describing the results of the new
line, Stalin does not bind dewn his imag-
inatign by any too close contact with
the facts. IHe pictures the state of the
Copmounist movement internationally as
follows:

“The growth of the trade union
movement standing under the leader-
ship of the Commiunisits, the election
successes of the Conununist Farties,
the wave of strikes taking place un-
der the leading partieipation of the
Communists. . . all this shows that the
working messes see in the Commun-
ist Party the only party capable of
fighting against capitalism. . . , this
iz the surge of the masses to Com-
munism.”

This is not sclf-deception: this s de-
liberate deception of the masses. What
the real state of the Communist Parties
and of the intermational Communist
movement is can be scen not from these
Ludendorf-reports but from the gleam
of truth in the speeches of Chitaroff
and Manuilsky. Iere is Chitaroff:

“, . .3t is very disturbing that in
recent vears there has been practi-
cally no numerical growth of the Com-
munist Parties {except in the United
States) but guite the reverse. In a
series of coupfries there has heen a
decline in membership of the seetions
of the CI, ez, in France, England,
{zecho-slovakia, Sweden, etc. In the
ranks of our Communist Parties therc
is a tremendous furn-over.”

The truth about the world famous
“membership  drive” of our American
Party, on the basis of which Chitareff
makes the exeeption for the U.8.A., is
wegll known to all of us.

Now, Manuilsky! Manuilsky, who eer-
tainly ought to krow, has the following
to say ahout the “mass strikes” conduct-
#d within the last vear under the direet
leadership of the Communist Parties
{under the s¢-called “independent lead-
ership™) :

“Our cxperiences in these strikes
. . . has shown . . . that they have
been a eause of the deercase of our
influence among the sections of the
praletaviat involved ™
Of course, Manuilsky traces this to

“bad organization” but it certainly does
not argue for the “surge of the masses
to Communism” of which Stalin speaks.

3 THE RESULTS OF THE NEW COURSE

Nor de the figures which Manuilsky and
Tiatnitsky gave at the Congress as to
the membeorship of the varicus Parties,
their composition, the results of the fae-
tory counecil elections in Germany, ete.
bear out the claim of “splendid results
of ocur tacties” of which Bialin speaks.
* E ] L

Queh is the essence of what the XVI
Congress of the CPSU had to say about
conditions in the international Commrun-
ist movement. Such is the real substanece -
of the “new turn” we have been hearing
about for several months. It is surely
encugh to copvinee all Communists and
revalulionary workers that a real change
in the line and tactics of the Commmune
i+t Interpational can only be achicved
f.om below, thru the actien of Party
members and  revolutionary workers
themselves for the installation of a new
svetern of leadership in the Comintern,
for a return to the lire of Leninism.
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Fifty Years of the American Federation of
Labor.
o

Rationalization in the Twxtile Industry,
o

Whither Germany—Fascism or Communism?

THE PROBLEMS OF THE NEGRO
MASSES IN AMERICA

An Appeal to the Negro Masses.
The American Negro Enters Industry.
The Wepro and Palitics.

The Negro in the South.

Some Tactical Questions,

5
Hoogver Speaks! An Analysis of the Six
Speeches of Wall Sueet’s President.

ok

Repairirig the Ruins; The Work of the
Communist Opposition in India.

o

Eevolutions tn Latin America,
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Revolutionary Age Conference
In New York

Labor Committee Calls for Defence of Banned Paper

Signed by Carlo Tresea of the Italian
labor paper, 1 Maricllo, Ludwig Lore of
the Volkazeitung, Rotschild Franeis,
former aditor of the Virgin Island
Emancipator, Louls T, Budenz of Labor
Age, A, Burkhardt, sccrelary of the
Amalgamated Food Workers of Amer-
ica, Chas. 8. Zimmerman, of the Needle
Trades Workers Unity League, Jay Le-
vestone, cditor of Revelutiongry Age,
and Ben Gitlow, secretary of the CP-
Majority Group, a call has gone out for
& eonference in dofenee of the Ecovolu-
tionary Age against the attempis of the
TJ. 8. Post Office Department to sup-
press that paper on the charge of being
faeditions” or “treasonable.” Thiz con-
ference of delegates of labor organiza-
tions will meet on Sunday afternoon,
November 16, 3 P. M., at the Labor
Temple, 243 Easzt 34 Street, Now York
City.

In a letter of Harry T. Ward, chair-
taan, the Clvil Liberties Tnion announees
that it “will be glad to be represenied 2t
your conference on the defense of the
labor press_... We have designated Reo-
ger N, Baldwin and Forrest Bailey to
act as our delegates’.

& £ *

The New York conference follows a
very successful Revclutionary Age Con-
ference held {n Fhiladelphia a short fime
ago in which 24 delegates (the majority
not adherents of ouy group) represeni-
ing over a dozen organizaiions of Thi-
ladelphia (the Civil Liberties Unjon, WC
Branches No. 118, 35, 305, the Clty Cont-

mittee of the Independent Worknien's
Circle, a pumber of workers clubs,
women's societics, foreign workers

groups, cfe.). The Philadelphia eonferen-
ce, after adopting 2 number of resolu-

The 5-Year Plan
In Danger

On the occasion of the begimming of
the third vear of the 5-vear plan, the
Central Commities of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union has published
an appeal in which the pregram of in-
dustrialization for the third year is put
forward. As to the second vear the Ap-
peal charges that, within ten ironths,
heavy industry has inereazed its gross
production by 277 and therewiith has
achieved a record in the entive recom-
struction period but that this aecomp-
lishment cannot hide the faet that the
execution of ihe plan for industry has
not been achicved. The orowiby of indus2
trial production by 274 within ten
months constitutes a deeizive lag (by
4222 behind the growth as foreseen in
the plan. Not only has light industry
not measured up to plan as a result of a
certain lack of raw matevials but, what
is especially important, the production
program for heavy industry is behind
sehedule. The Appeal called special at-
tention fo the problem of excessive turn-
over in labor which constitutes o ger-
ious negative factor, .

The Appeal closes with the wards:

“The indostyizal and finaneial plan
15 1n daneer! Therefore the whole
program for the third ycar of the 5-
vear plan is in danger! The conelu-
sions are plair: Rally all forees of
the pariv, rally all forees of the work-
ing class for the fulfilment of the in-
dustrial and financial plan, for the
ensuring of the third year of the 5-
year plan”

DR. H. LINN
DENTIST

1288 VYSE AVE.
BRONX, N. Y.

Phone: DAYton 2257
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tion in support of the Revolutionary
Ape and on a number of other questicns
and after ountlining a plan of work in

this dircetion, clected an executive com-
mittee ard made arangements for a
broader conference in the near fufure.
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HOUSE WARMING
To Celebrate the Opening of the
MNew enter

FRIDAY Evening, OCT. 17, 8 p. m.
Coat
&3 MADISON AVENUE
corner 27 St, M. Y. C.
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Help the Lew_is Defencé!_

Thiu the efforts of the Commaunist Party (Majority Group) with the assist-

ance of the Civil Liberties Union, Leon Lewis is ar last out on bail!

Leon Lewis

was one of the comrades arrested @t the March 6 unemployment demonstration on
the charge of assault, Az fiest he was bailed our by the I, L. D). bur when it was

discovered that he was a “Lovestoneite” and would not

glve in to coOrTupt pres-

sure to change his views, THE 1. L, I, AND THE PARTY BURQCRATS
DELIBERATELY TURNED HIM CVER TO THE POLICE—by failing to no-

tify him when his case came up and by refusing to reinstate his buil even after the

district atorney permined it te be reinstated,

Leon Lewis was thereupen scnt

back to the Tombs prison to await wrial where he remained for one menth unul
we succeeded to get him out again and defeat the vidous aciivities of the T. L. D

Bur the fight has only jus bogual

Lewis is seon coming to trial—the only

vne of the March 6 victims against whom the charge of assauit was not withdeawn.
Already we have run up a considerable amounc in expenses (lawyvers fecs, bail

premiumny, ewc).

Even greater expenses are ahead,

We can expect nothing bur

sabotage and worse from the I L. ). We must appeal to the workers [or help.
Sendl in donations for the Lewis Defence Fund! Your help is urgenty needed!

Clash of. Interests Owver USSR

A sharp clash of interests over the
palicy tewards the Soviet Union is evi-

deneed in the ranks of the biggest
Ameriean eapitalists. This has great
political significance. This e¢lash  is

particularly acute because of the rapid
constraction of Socialist enterprises and
agriculiure under the Five Year FPlan
and en account of the present  sovere
eeonomic erisiz in the United States.

Thus, at the Willilamstown Institute
of Politics, the wcll-knewn corporation
lawycer, Paul Drennan Cravath, made a
strong plea for Soviet recognition by
the American government.

At the salne time, the notorious open
shop organ of the rising Southern manu-
facturing interests, The Mawmufoeturers
Reeord, comes out wilh this sort of a
blast:

“Recent official disclosures of Com-
munist activities tend further to con-
firm our helief that we, as a nation,
must uphold ocur traditions, and that
we as individuals must mainiain our
self-respect by refusing to deal with
Russia until 1ts people free themselves
from Soviet rule. Every American
produet sent to Russia; every dollar
spent by Awericans for Russian-made
goods strengthens the hands of the
Eed oppressors of the mass of patri-
otic HRussians  who apparenily are
forced to remain in virival slavery.
Furthermore, such trade but adds to
Soviet power to carry out itz plan
to subjugate the world.”

The confusion and eonecorn in the
ranks of the hourgeoisie are clearly re-
vealed by the important Commercial and
Finuncial Chronicle which says:

“The entire guestion of trade rela-
tions between the fwo countries has
thus been slirred up and it has been
discusscd, wnfortunately, from slmost
every point of view save that of sound
ceonomic reasoning,”

But most significant of all is the lead-
ing editerial in the latest issue of the in-
fiuential Business Week which frankly
sevs In part;

“We could not be expected to fore-
gsee anything so funny as the vaude-
ville of the Fish Commitice’s Red in-
vestigation, or so insincere as the
hombast of Matthew WolPs defense
of American labor and its bolshevist
brother-workers in Russia against the
Communist menace. . . .

“American business men—and all
eitizens—should not be fooled, flutter-
ed, or frightened by ‘this uprear and
confusien.  This 'is an historic mo-
ment. A crucial question upon which
muty nang the destiny of nations is .
valved jn these pieayune politieal per-
formaneccs and this scramble of spec-
jal interests. . . .

“russla 1s the world’s question mark,

but she has left ne doubt about her
purpose.  She knows, and we should
krew, that the world is not large
ernuph to contain both the Soviets
and the western nations. It cannot
exist half Coammunist and half ecapi-
talict.  One or the other principle
muast cometer. ...

“. . . Either the capital resources
and technical ¢kill of western capital-
1=m wili aissolve and transform Com-
munist Hussia, or the regimented dis-
ciplitic, ihe natural resources, and pro-
ductive power of the Soviets will
break down and reshape western eapi-
talizm.

“In this historle issuec what part
shall we play—we, the world's lust,
stromgest, and most typical represen-
tative of wesiern prineiples of econ-
amic freedom? Shall we confess doubt
at the very heginning of the bhattle,
turn our back decisively upon the
enenty, barricade onrselves behind an-
xious embargoes and leave Lurope
and the rest of the world—alveady
half-way foward copumunism-——to the
Soviets? Or shall we test the strength
of our convicuons, engage the enemy
freely and fearlesely on the highroads
of commerce, und use oUY resourees
of capital, intelligenee, and skill to
demonstrate the superiority of our
economic and social principles?. . , .
“In this battle, whether we are to
advanee or retreat, we must have a
united front, a clear and definite pal-
iey-—not for a Fish, a Whalen, or a
Woell; not for manganese, weod-pulp,
lumber, or ¢oal, nor even for trae-
tors and wachine tools, but for the
nation and the western world.™
These words are pregnant with histoeri-
cal importance. It is very scldom that
the American ruling <lass or any of its
sectlong secs or =avs 50 Much.

And one of the most outspoken capi-
talist reactionarics in the country, Ur
Nichelas Murray Butler, president of

A Tempest

In a Teapot
Petty Maneuvers of Party
Burocrats

For some time the National Buro of
ihe Communist Farty {Majormty Group)
has known of a number of individwals
working within our group under instrue-
tions of the unprincipled burocraey do-
minating and wrecking our Party. The
number of these Individeals is less than
half-a-dozen, including seme of those
whe had never been admitied into our
group at all. Not one of themt has been
active in our work for many months, Not
one of themt holds any office or exercizes
any influenee in our crganization.

We take thiz accasion to disclose these
facts in view of the attempis of the
Party burocrats to bolster up their
drooping morale by spreading rumors
about desertions from our ravks. This
rumor campalgn of the puppet leader-
ship of vur party aims to counteract the
heavy inreads we have made in winning
over some valuable Negro forees in the
Conymmnist movement as well as prac-
tically the entire Tarty organization in
Passaic.

In a eoming issue of the Revolufion-
iy hge we will explain some confidential
decisions and plans of the Secretariat
and Political Pure for a fraudulent
“peace™ and “anity™ mano uver to defeat
our repeated genuine efforts for the uni-
fication of the Communist forces In the
USA and in the Comintern.

Columbia University recently said:

*YWhether wa like it or net, the
fact Js that 140 million= of people are
sxperimoenting  with  an alternative
moede of economie, palitieal and social
control.  The applieation of thizs new
series of prineiples is o thorough, so
logical, o persisient that it does not
hesitate ta tear up by the rooie those
things which the YWestorn world re-
gards az fundamonial

“And what arc our inslitutions
doing tu meet the challenge?™

REAL! SUESCRIBE!

ARBEITER KAMPF
Jewish Monthly Poper

of ihe CP-MAJORITY GROUP

i Cents a Copy 80 Cents a Year
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MEET YOUR FRIEINDS AT

ARAKEL’S

ARMENIAN RESTAURANT
116 LEXINGTON AVE. — NEW YORK
FPhone: BOGurdus 8498
Our spacialiy Shish Kebab and Artichoke

CANal 5751

UNITED BINDERY
161 GRAND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

LIBERAL PRESS, Inc

410 LAFAYETTE STREET

NEW YORK CITY
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NOTICE!

OPEN MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Jay Lovestone
will speak on

THE FIFTIETH CONVENTION OF THE A. F. OF L.

AND THE REBUILDING OF THE LEFT WING
THURSDAY EVENING, OCTOBER' 16, 1930
GRAND QPERA HOUSE, 309 West 23 Street
All members of our group and all sympathizers are called upon to be
present without fail
District Committee, New York
Communist Pacty {Majority Group)

NQOTICE!




