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CIVIL RIGHTS IN
GERMANY STIFLED

Edict: Hits At Freedom of
Speech, Assembly; Big
Protest of Workers

RERLIN—The dictalorship by pres
identin] decree that is ruling Germany
today was further intensified on March
28 by the publication af an emergency
decree promulgated by President voo Hine
denberg at the request of the Bruening
cabinet by widwe of Article 48 of the
constitulion,

The new measure crpowers local po-
lice authoritiea to forbid all parades, as
semblies, mass mectings, speeches, printed
matter, and sa forth, which they regard
as againgt any religious organization, as
“slanderous™ of public figures or in any
other way “disturbing to public order and
safety.”  Tailure to announce or holding
guch a mecting in the face of its prohi-
tion is punishable by not less than theee
monihs” fmprisonment [or the organizers,
participants and owners of the property
where the affaic is held.

Assemblics indaors in private quarters
aleo come within the meaning of the Jaw.

The unlicensed carryinp of weapnne
and the vse thercof will result in not less
than six months' inprisonment hercalter.
Uniforme and badges can be prolibited,
and aocieties and assoointions whish “ol-
fend” against the regulations con Le dis-
solved,  Members of a “dissalved™ organ-
ization who, carry an their activities se-
crotly will be imprisoncd Toe nod less than
three maonths, while newspapers ean he
suppressed up to six months [or carrying
unapproved  proclunations or incite-
metits to wolence.” .

It will he noted that the promnlpation
ol these decrees took place immediately
upon the a([jOIJI'HTP:t*CI[ the Rejchstag,

The first eoncrete results of the decree
abolishing all civil liherties were a secies
of raids upan Communist grganizations al
over the country, especially in Berlia,
Anti-fasaist meetings seem to be special
‘ohjccts of attack under the presidentiai
cdecree.
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The strenpthening of the presidential
dictatoeship {8 another step in preparing
the way for the camplete trinmph of
Fascism in Germany,  This step was ace
complished with the benevelent assistance
of the Social-demncracy to whese support
atone  the coatinued exislence of  the
Briuening regime is to be attributed.

An dntense wave of indignation and
protest is vising in the vanks of the warks
ers at the prowing viciouwsness of the
Bruening dictatarship,  Demands are he-
ing made nn all sides for the reeanvening
of the Reichslag to pase upon these de-
erees and for the ahalition of a1l of the
ﬁglcrgcncy decrecs nn the hasis of Article

Unite to Smash the Bosses’ ‘
Attack Upon Labor! |

Deelaration of the National Council of the
Communist Party (Majority Group)
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Capitalist reaction is sweeping the coun-
try. Bwerywhere workers are being ar-
vested, beaten up, ynched, jatled, and
deported,  The working class newspapers
ave being atacked and their  mailing
rights revoked. Strikes are brentally sup-
pressed by the courts, police, hived gun-
men and the militia. Workers orpaniza-
lions arc being smashed, Unemployed
wotkers are: muederously clubbed by the
police.  The capitalist Trame-up mg:thods
used agaihst Sacco and Vanzel and
olhers are being repeatedly resotled to
i order to railrond innocent workers to
prison.  Mooney, Billings, the Centralin
1.W %, prisoners and many moree work-
crs are forced to waste theic lives In
lang years of confinement in capitalist
bastilles.
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THE DRIVE AGAINST THE
FOREIGN-BORM

Especially . severe is the drive against
the foreign-born workers, the raiding of
their . organizations and gathering-places
and their deportation, olten to l"::ls_cxsl
countrics, where dungeon and execution
await them.  Coupled with these attacks
ppon the {oreign-bovn workers are the
steps being taken for their registration,
finger-printing and photographing, Bven
more menacing is the right (o revoke the
U. §. citizenship of naturalized citizens
itv order to [aciliiate their deportation,
Against the Communists and militani
workers the reaction is most vicious and
severe; criminal anarchy and  anti-syn-
dicalist statntes are being  enforced to

railroad them to jail; militat strike lead-

ers, are hving deported; repressive meas
ures are heing passed in the variows stajes
agamst them; the L. §. Conpgress is being
{Iooded by telegrams aml reselutions fram
patviolic, business, religions and other re-
actionary erganizations calling for the il-
legalizing of the Communist and militant
lahor movement.

This bwrotal, viciots, reacticnary on-
slanght upen the workers and their or-
ganizations 15 not local but geaeral in
character extensding over the entire’ coun-
try, Fast and ‘West, North and South.
We are fast enteting a period similar o
the atrocious Palmer Days of 1919 with
its raids, wholesale arrests, violent attacks
upon {abor aned the deportation of thous:
apds of militant foreign-horn workers.
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THE PROGRAM OF THE CAPITAL-
IST OFFENSIVE

The present reactionary deive agninst
the working class, which is being pushed
with vigor and determination by the capi-
talist government, is the Jopical conse-
quence of the capitalist progran for

SOUTHERN DEMOCRATS OREANIZE TO

OPPOSE RASKOB POLICIES

Organize Periodical Conferences in Washington To Fight
Wet Stand and to Raise “Economic Issues” Reflecting
Class Differences Among Democrats

WASHINGTON A proup
Southern Demnacrats met here on Mavch
25 to organize a strugple apainst what
they call “the domination of the Demo-
cratic pany hy Chairman Raskob.” The
lecading sapirite in this conferetce were

Senators Robinson (Arkansas),  Hull
(Tennessee), Swanson  (Mirginia)  and
Ex-Governor Byrd of Virginia,

It is wndersiood  that the four leaders
and _others whose interests they represent
are planning o assemble from Ume to
time betwresn now and the national con-
vention in 1932, and thus keep alive the
theory that “econamic {mues”™ should be
made dominznt in the next cumpaign and
prohibition put into the backpround.

In many quarters the rumor is circu
lated that thie newly organized asti-Ras
kab faction in the Demogratic’ parly is
waking a bid far an alliinee with the
“Progressives” of the Hause and Sennte
during the next seasion of Congress,
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Why the Conflict in the Domocratic
Party?

The intensification af the factional st
tation in the Demacratic parly is a direct
reflection of the batile Tetweon earions
sections ol the capitalist class in this
eountry.  The Tremeeratic party, at oae
time, vused to be a pauy largely of the
Seuthern  capitalists  (mosly  conneeted
with some form of azrdcullure) and ol
middle class elements in ihe North, It
therefore had a distincty “lberal,” anti-
trust chasacter,  This perdnd ended with
the Wilson regime.  Since that time the
Bemocratic party has taken (he straight
road af heeoming a party of Big Business.
When John J. Raskah beeame chairman
of the Demorratic Natinnal Conmmiti ze,

oft zame the open and accepted policy of the

Demacratie patty.  Therefare, as far as
program is concerned, the Benneratic
patty has came closer and eloser to the
Republican party so that any distingtion
hetween the two is almost impossible
{tariff, attitude to irusts, cconomic meas
ures}, ’

At the last session of the Democratic
Nnti(mal_ Committee Mr, Raskal made a
report whicli had the following objectives.
() to convince Big DBusiness that the

Democratic party is “safe and scund”.
(b) o maiatain the “liberal™ face of the
Democratic party; and (¢} to push the
prolibition issue forward in the next cam
paign, with che party taking a wet stand

This trustecapitalist orientation of the
Demacratic party, and capecially the pro
posed wet stand, did not prove wery wel
come 10 the Southern Democrats whe
represent quite other sectians of the cap
italist class which frequently find them
selves g conllice with trost capital con
centrzied in the MNoith and the Bast by
damizaling the whole country, Henee the
conflicr in the Democratic party.

A conflicl »f & similar natnre is takiagp
place in the Repnbiican party. It is ke
coming clearer and clearer that the foreer
making for the break-down of the wo
parly syslem arc growinge,

The warkers wrd farmers should learn
their lesson fram these cvents.  Palitical
partics vepresent ecanamie, class intevests.
Mo one party can represent the intereste
al hath the canitalists and the workers.
That s why the warkers and farmers
st organize their own party, defendiag
their own interests against the interests
of the capilalists. What s necded s a

this nrientation towards Bir Business bee) Labor-Farmer party,

world  imperialist  dominadon  and for
uvercoming the grave cconomic crisia in
which the country finds iiself today, Tis
program calls for overcoming the crisis
ot the- expense of the workers, thre in-
ereased speed-up, lengthened hours and
wage-ctts an the one hand and imperial-
ist expansion leading to war on the other
hand,  The 'capitaligt program of in-
crensed exploitation of the workers and
of attack upon the living standards
coupled with the imperialist war prop.
arations is back of the present reactiou-
ary drive, Tt is also directly linked up
with the present counter-revolutionary
preparations of world imperialism for a
war to destroy the Soviet Union, the first
Watlers Republic in the wotld, whete
Socialist construction on the basis of the
Five-Year Plan is proceeding so success-
fully.

Tiwe very economnie crisis with its mil-
fions of nnemployed, mass misery and
starvation is the excuse given by the capi-
talist rabbers and exploiters to slash wages,
speacd-up production, lengthen hours, sup-
pross strikes and smash laber organiza-
tions, It alse serves as the basis for the
enpctment of special military measures in
preparation lor war, for the passage of
reactionary anti-lahor legislation, for vie-
ious attacks and  proposals against the
forcign-born workers and for the tesort
to hasiile, discriminatory measures against

the Sovist Union.
RS

THE ATTACK ON LABOR PRESS
Of speeial concern to the working <lass
and its orpanizations is the atack Iodged
against the militant working class press.
The decision of the courts sanclioning
the suzppression of the REVOLUTION-
ARY AGE completely nullifies any sign
of freedom of the press for labor. The
suppression of the REVOLUTIONARY
AGE has been followed by the stuppres
sion of six other Communist papers and
one Anarchist paper. It is very evident
that the entire labor press and especially
the militatit labor press is in danger of
being wiped out. The entire warking
clags must rally i‘r? df{en:c of its press,

Mor can the working class ignore the
increasing acts of violencé against the
Saviet Union.  The capitalists cry against
Soviet “dumping,” make unfounded libel-
ous charges of Jorced prison labor being
nsed in Soviel industries, enforce embar-
jrocs against Soviet produciz and support
the eonnter-revolutionary conspiracies be-

(Centinned ouw Page 2)

OQUST ROGER BALDWIN
FROM A.AALL.

Expclled From Anti-Imperialist
League Because Opposed To

Scctarian Methads

NEW YORE-—Roper N, Baldwin,
well-known liheral and head of the Givil
Libertics Union, was cxpelled {rom the
Anti-Imperialist Leapue on April 1, 1931
at a mecting of the cxcoutive cornmiler
af that organization,

DBaldwin®s expulsion came as the culs
mination of a long struggle bhe had hecn
carrying on to prevent the All-America
Anti-Imperialist League from becoming a
narrow eligue of Communists and Come
munist sympathizers. The issue arose on
the decizion of the Cemmunist Party of-
ficials in conteol of the AAALL to ex-
clude members of the Communist Parey
{(Majority Group} lrom the organization.
Baldwin protested and after prolonged
delay the ewpulsion of Baldwin was the
answer of the hurocrats.  Robert W
Dunn, labor weiter, put up a defense of
Baldwin and dectered himself apainst his
expulsion.

New, of course, the teaders of the 4.
AALL will suddenly "discover™ hornible
devintions on the part of Baldwin (o
justify his expulsion, It should be noted,
however, that in the past RBaldwin has
uniformly sapported the resolutions and
decicion: of the League even where, as
in the case of India, they were wrong and
RCCLAFIRT, .

The sarrow policies of the Cammnais
Party have now completely destroved the
AAATL as a broad united frone organ-
fation  of antidmperialist {orces in this
contry,

SOVIET DELEGATE
HITS GRAIN MEET

Declares Agrarian Crisis
Due To Capitalism; New
System Needed

ROME—The absolute futility of the
world conferenes, in regard to a solution
af  the agrain  problems  raised, was
made clear upon the closing duy of the
canference by Professor Kritemann, the
Soviet delepate,  As the conlerence was
adjourning, the well-known Saviet econ-
onvist said:

“The solution of this crisls cannot be
rought in canferences.  We sce on the
one hand a world ftlled with goods, the
result of averproduction, and on the other
hand millions of unemployed who cannot
ehjoy thoee goods,  The eause. of the
crisis, thercfore, is mherent in the capital-
ist systens, wheel still ebtains in the great-
er part of the werlg and which no con-
ference has the power to modify.

"Tn Russia, where landed properiy has
been  abnlished  completely, . things  are
quite diflereat.  There is no erisis thers,
and there are no unemploved; the work-
ees are happy and satished™ S

He ended with the statement  that
while Russia refused cateporically w take
any action tending to limie her cxporta-
tions af wheat, whiclh were necossary 1o
pay fov her purchases of machinery and
other manulactured . poods, the Snvict
delegatiom wonld recommend that its gov-
erament take part in the confercnce of
cxporting countries in London neoxp May.

USE TEAR GAS ON
MINE STRIKERS

Biutal Attack Tlpon Glen
Alden Strikers; Strike
Forging Ahead

WILKES BARRE, Pa.—Tear gas
and Tire hose were calied inlo play
on April 2-at the Dodge colliory of
the Glen Alden Company at West
Seranton in arder 1o disperse the mass
picket line including hundreds
sirikere, A police attack upon the
fivm mincrs pickel line had failed.
Recause of this attack it proved m-
possible for the miners to close down
the last three mines of the Glen Al-
den Company nol yel on strike. The
Arehbald mine, however g veporied
elogod down and the rest are coming.

Alranwhile, while the enthusiasm
af the miners mounts, it appears that
there are dividad counsels in the Gen-
eral Grievanes Committos, A soc-
tiovn of this emwmitiee are apparently
wilth Lewis and the Distriet officials
i irying to stop and suppress the
girike movement, At lhe present fime
the majority of the committee is gLill
confinuing in the leadership of the
strike. A commitiec of rank and file
Progressive miners has isswed a de-
claralion c¢alling up all striking min-
ers to stay out on strike until their
domands are won and lo gel rid of
all leaders who hesitate or try to stop
the strike,

MICHIGAN CASES
" FOR JUNE 1

Judge White Sets Date;
Joint Trial Decided

Judpe While has deeided that the
Bridgeman Cases are to come to trial
immuediately. June 1 has been set as
the date for irial, The defense motion
fo dismiszs was denied. The Stale
then made a motion to eonsolidate the
cases.  This was pranted, The de-
fense iz appealing ihis decision fo the
Siate Suprome Court.

The IL.IJ. continues its factional
policy of deliberaiely omitting in its
appeals, any meniion of defendants
who have Dleen expolled from  the
Commuanist Party for differing with
its present tactical policies.

of .

LABOR DEPT

WASHINGTON—On the wery day
en which President Honver let it be
known that hie was “highly pleased with
the manner in which the principal in-
dustrica of the country  have supported
hims in his determination that wage scales
shall be maintained in’the present busi-

PRES. HOOVE

- “Strike Against

ADNITS. HUGE

ness depressfon,” stasdstics of the Labor
department tevealed that” actually there
had bern wage-cuts in the mandy ending
hruary 15 alfecting over 40,000 wark:
ers and averaging 1039 of thar pay.
And, as the Labor department itself de-
clares, these' fipures cover only a certain

T OIS POSSELSED
L FARMER

THE THREATENING SHADOW NEARS

UNEMALOYE
WORKER
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LONDON—Duaring  the month o
Mareh wapeecuts “were  officially forced
upon 1,500,000 Brtish workers,  TFlans
are now under way ta force wage-cufs
vpon millions of ather workers, especially
upen the “engincers” {machinists) and
the coal miners. o

These wage-cuts were put thru. with
the opén assistance of the trade union
burocrats and the MacThanald Labor pow-
etament, A wage-cut of 249 1o I
was “recepted™ by the railway union af-
fecting 540,000 men,  The  burocrats
forded thyu this wage-cut in spite of the
bitter resistance of the rank and file.

A threatened strike in the huilding
trades, in which 800,000 workers were
told to accept even bigger wage-cuts, was
alse slifled by the officials. In South
Wales an Vindependent arhitrator” whese

deeision the wninn ofiicials had agreed o
abide by, hroupht’in an award which et

Ong of our hest comrades and sappori-
ers lias peotested apainst our saying that
we are al the end of our rope, He seems
to think that we are exaggerating oyr
difficidties,  That's impossible!  We are
at the end of our rope but we are des-
perately Dolding an,

Some workers cven scem to be vietims
of the legend that the REVOLUTION-
ARY AGE is spfe against suspension, that
there i3 some mysterious way in which
we are able to get along,  This s just
plain  nonscinse.  Fortanately we have
managed to get a {airly good response

from the " workers thruout the country.

LODE A LEGEND

For instance Philadelphia has just sent
os F20.00 on the Days Wage Drive. A
working (wmer from Fargo sends us this
cocournging note: My subseriplion to
the REVOLUTIONMARY AGHE has apain
expired and [ am sending money oxder
for §1.50 for which please cxtend ihe
expitation date for six more months, T
am unemployed and have no prospects
for any work at present so am unable (o
tnake any domation for the REVOLU.
TIONARY AGE now.”

Thia is just the spitit that has kept us
againg, We necd many mere workors

lo fight {ov the paper. The REVOQLE-
TIONARY AGE shows that as a cham-
pion of the werking class it s a hghter
who never pulls ita punches, - In the
coming weeks we have some surprises in
store for you but its.np to you workees
1o make it possible for us to pat it over,

Apain we ask you. to donate and to
subscribe.  We want good nhews from
cverywhere, Que appeal is to the work-
ere of every 1own, city and state in the
country.  What shall jt he? Of course,
more support for the REVOLUTTON-
ARY AGE, more stpport far the paper

thruout the country to stand by ws andiof your class, the working class.

BRITISH LABOR COV'T PUTS THROUGH
WAGE-SUTS FOR 1,500,000

MacDonald Government And Trade Union Leaders Help
Bosses In Attack On Labor; Pass Bill For Use -
. Of Troops Te Suppress Labor Struggles

the wapes of 162,000 mincrs by as much
as 15% to 259%., Here too a strike
seemed imminent but the officials were
able to head it off by promising to “press”
the governmant to pass a new minimum
wage law, e )

Pattery workers, longshoremen, textile
workers and marine workers are among
the other groups of workers that were
affected hy the systematic wage-slashing
drive of the hosses, .

In all of these situations the Labor
goverament never lajled to exercise all
s influenee and to vse s apparatus
{arbitralore, c1c.) in order to foree thru
tiiz wage-reductions.
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LONDON. —Rank and  file Taharite
memhers af the House af Commons rose
in a peity rehellinn against the Mac-
Donald leadership on April 1 on the is-
suc of using the government  armed
larges in strikes,  YWhen the army and
air faree bill came up certain Labor back:
benchers tried 1o make an amendment to
the effect that these forees should net be
able 1o be used as “aids to the aivil awe
thoritics excrpt where a state of emer-
geney had heen declared by royal pro-
vlamation.”  The rhvious purpose of this
amendmeont was 16 prevent the use al the
army o air foree in snppressing strikas of
workers.  Minister of War Tom Shaw
thereupen, fn behalf of the MacTroqnld
“Labor™ government, refused to pecept the
amendment becanse, he said, it would
provent the employment of troops to
protect life and property in trades dis-
putes,”  Thus, the “Tabar” gavernment
deelares openly and officially that it will
act fust ns any other capitalist government
wanld act-- alwavs help the hosser against
the warkers.

WAGE CUTS;

15 “SHTISFED”

Bankers Push Big Drive to RéducéWages in Crisis Period;
Hoover-Green ‘No-Strike’ Pact Hamstrings Workers;
Wage Cuts!” Labor’s Slogan

portion ol American industry, so that the
actual ‘wage-cuts were much mere severe.
The wagé-stashing drive was especially to
Lbe soticed in the textile, machinery, boar
and shoe, hituminous coal, wood and fue-
niture industries,

That this campaigns of wage-cutting has
been syslemalically plamned and put thru
by the hig financix] interests of this coun-
Ary, was admitted by Ethelbert Stewart,
commissionee of labar statistics,  But Mr.
Stewart did not mention the fact that the
lead 49 baating down the conditions and
standards of the workers is being taken.
by. the U, 5. goverpment itself, with the
Fresiddent at the head.  After a private
conference with’ the President on April 2,
Representative Wand of Indiana, chair
man of the TRepublican Congressional
Committee, annouaced:

“The ware tevel in this country s
Aar ahove the selling lewel of coms
moedities,  How that is to be adjusted
is a problem. These things nataraliy
adjust themselves after a while jhst
like water seeks its own lewel™
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Only the united action of the work-
ers ean defeat the wave of wage-
slashing  initiaied and carried thre
under (he direction of the biggest
hanks and the government. DRut for
such a united action the workers must
wet rid of all Musions ahout the
“pood Intenticns” of sach  faithful
hanidy-men of the bosses as President
Hoover and Labor Secretary Doalk
They must also understand the role of
such. “labor” Jearders as William
{ireen, who, in the 7all of 1929, made
a formal pact with President Hoover
promising that the A. F. of 7. would
conduct no atrikes doring the depres-
sion “if capital would make no wage
reduetions™, . But wagr-culling be-
gan while Green was making the
promise 1o stifle the labor moverent.
And  whai, happened?  The union
arganizations stond  helpless, hound
hand and fool by Tl Green's "prom-
ises,”

The workers must break the Iloov-
ar-Groen e strike”, wapge-cutfing
pact! Strike agoinst wage-cuts! this
is the slogan Tor all workers and al
trade unions. today, .

RAID CITY HALL IN
CHICAGO.

Many City Officials"Accused
of Short-Weighing.

CHICAGO—A sensation was created
here on April | when squads of detec
tives rushed into the Ciry Fall arvesting
twenty-eight cmployees of the City Seal
er's Office, while cighteen police teams
started rounding wp 400 storekeepers—
all as part of & drive by States Attorney
John A, Swanson against an “organized
system of cheating and short-weighing.”

BEvidence of a widespread conspiracy
between merchants and oty officials for
short-weighing consumers is alleged to
have been collected by tenms of women
who visited stores’ threout the city and
hought ' foods and  warious other coms
maoditics,  Gheating 10 the amount of mils
lions of dollars annually is being charged,

ok & R

States Attorney Bwansen Is. an anti-
Thompson Republican whn is new sup-
porting Cermak, the Demaocratic nominee
{or mayor.  The widecopen gplit in the
Repablican machine has thus hroupht out
into the open the wgly facts of corrgp
ton and graft that have infested Chicago
uader the rule of he Thampson gang.
Of course, Swansan as well a5 the Demo-
eratic machine are tarred with the same
stick hut now they hiappen to be the
"outs" who want ta get ‘in”

Only when the workers realize, that
they are being used as woting rohots by
these demagogues to keep themselves in
power, only when the warkers erganize
their awn Labor party—will there be any
pessibility of cleaning eut the filthy sta-
hles of bass polilies.

NOTICE!

Worliers Oiganizations!
~ Keep Open
SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 2.
'i'mpcrt:mr! .

Watch Noxr Tssus!
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MACHADO ASKS
- FOR “TRUCE”

Repression Proving Fgfile,
Y. 8. Puppet Tries Trick;
Masses Not Fooled

HAVANA, Cuba—President Machudo,
the murderous wreteh whe bas been
spreading a gruesome reign of terrof theu-
out Quba with the help of the American
government, made an appeal for a “truce”
on April 2. Thru Seccetary of the In
terior, Clemente Vivancos, he vifered the
“restaration of constitutional rights™ ‘und
2 “liberal amnesty” for palitical prisvress
if the opposition elements would e
diately cease all “anti-gevernment aetive
ities’™!

The impudent offer of Muchado shows:
how uncertain the position of the ryrant,

has become. After  having - destroyed

every vestige of civil and political liberty,

in Cuba, after having murdered scores of
oppoaents of his bloedy regime and o
ptisaned thousareds more] Machado disete-
cred that the revolutionary movement of
the workers, peasants aund students was
growing by leaps and bounds, _EspL’Ch‘:“Y
since last August did the anti-dachado
movement  gsuine  gigallic  proportios
What he could not thetcfore aceomplish
thru naked rerroc he i3 now trying. to
put over by diplowatic manguvets. The
U. 5, Awmbussador, i whose hands Ma-
chado i o mere puppet, i credited with
being respunsible for this' cbunge  of
pelicy, just uws he was previously respons
ible for Machado's policy of brutal rec
pression. . ae o

The trevolutionary workers, peasints
and students of Cuba will give to Ma-
chado and the imperialist system he reps
resents Cpeace” and a Vtruce”—-in the
prave-yargd!

TUTTLE DEFENDS BANK OF U. 8. HEADS

Charles H. Tutte, who, as ). 8. District Attorney,
Attack Upon the “Revolutionary Age”; Now Defends Bernard
K. Maccns, President of the Bank of U S.,.'Acqxised .
© ' of Defraiding Thousands of Workers and
S Swall Depositors,

Carried On The

CANDHI PUTS OVER“PEACE PACT” AT
CONCRESS DESPITE BIG OPPOSITION

EARACHIL, Indis—Apainst what even
the pro-British press describes ay “ilerce
oppositien”. of fhe extreme left wmg_uf
the Congress movenent, the 1931 seusion
of the Allllndia Nationdl Cungress held
here endorsed, on March 30, by a “unun:
poous vote' the “truce™. that had been
concluded between Mahatma Gandhi and
the British  Vicecoy, Lord [owin,  The
pussage of this resolution was made prac
ticully eectain when, o, Mavch 2%, a sin-
ilur . cesulution had been passed ar the
| All-Indsa Clongress commnittes, the pre
paratory commitice of the Congress. ©

The activn ol the Congress session s
not vuly a testineny to the cfiziency- of .

[nternational

Conference|

Continuation of Reports:

We gontinue the repord of the P
ceedings of the recent cunference o_f
the fnlernotionel Comuunist Opposi
tion. In this dssuc we publish the be-
ginning of the wreport of, Comgide
Munde! of Switzerlund., Heports on
CGarmany,  Crechustustli, obe, Wl
Fulfow. -

* L ¥

MANDEL (Switzerland) reports:

e sounomie sifuation in Switz-
erfund, [t iy not generally well known
that Switzerland is one of the most
industrialized counlries in the world
and not merely a country of high
mountaing and beautiful scenery. In
comparisen with other cotntries we
see that of the working pepulation
a goold quarter, 269%, is wetive In
agricuiture; 44.7% in industry; the
rest in trade and conumerce.  Only
Crent DBritain and Belgium have a
higher percentage of industrial work-
ére. It roust furthermore be made
clear that in Switzerland the peasant
ceonoiny is on a very smiafl scale. In
its agriculture, Switzerland is o typi-
cally small peasant country. '_l‘he de-
velopment of motive power 1s very
high. In horse power per worko
Switzeriund stands ahead of all in-
dustrinl countries except’ the United
Btutes. . S .

Iy Switzerland too the factory sys-
tem has prown rapidly indeed. -In
1882 there were 47 Factory workers
out of every 1,000 population; in
1001, 74; in 1823, 87; 'in 1920, 101

“In this period, also, the structure
of Swigs industry has changed. In
1882 §3¢5 of the ' factory workers
were vmployed ‘in the textile indus-
try: in 1929, only 2094, This strue-
tural chauge has brought with 't a
relative (but not absolute) decline
in the number of women and youth
employed in factory work.

Y0 course, the industrial develop-
ment of Switzerland has greatly dim-
inished the proportion of selfrem-
ployed artisans in the country. Ib
1860, there were 420 self-employed
artisans out of 1,000 .population; by
1920, the fipure fell to 204,

“Racause of the structure of the
country ‘and for other reasoens, in-
dustry in Swikzerland is largely de-
centralized so that the proletariat still
has strong ties with the country pop-
ulation. )

“Switzerland has no raw materials
of any sort. For [eeding the coun-
try dependence must be placed on
imports from foreigu countries. " Of
course our agrienlture is greatly stim-
ulated by government subsidies. Dut
these subsidies fal to the benefit of

the richer strata of the furming pop-

wlation, -the poor farmers: finding
themselves in a serious erisis.’

“The structure of Swisy industry
is much that practically all raw ma-
terial is imported, it is worked up in
Switzerland, and experied again. The
proportion of exvorts to produet s

extremely high (reaching 909:). The

per capits oxport of Switzerland i
naturally also very high, higher than
any other country in the world, ex-
¢ept Belgium. ' :

“Qwitzertland iz 2 faverite markei
for international capital, including
German.

“Before the war the nutional wealth
of Switzerland was proportionately
higher than that of any other country.
This relation probably still hold true
today, “The taxation and tariff poli-
_ey of Switzerland is extrzordinarily
well daveloped, The wholé system 18
built upon the backs of the workers,
upen indircet taxation. :
. “Now as to the preseat economic
situation and the crisis. Financially,
“in America, England and Germany.
Exports, however, have sharply de-
clined. The income on the state rail-
ronds, telegraphs, telephone, ete
slightly increased in 1929, Theve hoy
been a sharp decline in employment,
but to the degree as in other coun-

tries.
ly inereasing. Lol A
nap offensive on wages i€ bepin-
ning. The wages ol the Bwiss work-
crs, the low, are still relatively high,
compared 1o the wape levels in other
European eountrics. "Lhe profits of
the Swiss . bourgeocisie have always
Leen extraordinarly high. .
"Altho there has been an impyove-
raent in social Jegislation in Switzer-
land, the. stage of development is still
very low.
©'he Swiss  federal Couneil has
alwiiys taken an abject and submissive
attitude to Italizn Fasclsm. There s
ne right of asylun any longer in
Switzerlund espeeially-for anti-llas-
giste. In Switzerland there arc al-
veady foundutions for [ascism, There
are “nationul defense™. érpanizationy,
ele,, which are supported by the gov-
ertment, o o
’ (Coutinued o newt (ssug) *

But u:mlnplqyn_iél'iﬁ is L'.L:lnS_t"EL t-

PROGRESS OF GERMAN
" CP.-OPPOSITION -

T Berlin, March 21,1911,

L Wieesen " (Lower Rhbine} . Comeade
teicy, the leader of the Communist Par
ty, aud @ punber of gther comrades hawe
been expelled because they refused to cur
ry thete the sectarian tactics of the Party on
the trade unjon feld. - Qn Wednesday,
Murch 18, there tock plicd a- meeting of

bers of the CF. lpesd,  Forty comradés
wire present,  Phere were also repre-
sentatives fromn Munich and Odenkirclen.

After Comrade Muder spoke o the
developments i the Viersen Party proup,

seinting the Commumist Oppousition, e
ported.  The discussion was very lwely
arnd uniformly in favor of the Opposition”
A local group of the CP.G.-Opposition
war furmed.  Of the cipglt CU nunicipal
cowncillors, six joincd the Comommist Op-
raction was orgunized,

Comade Meder 15z factory councillet
and a lending  member of
Workers Union,” @

ELECTIONS IN SWEDEN

CStockholm, darch, 30, 1921

In e musicipal elections in Stock-

holm, the Comnmnist Party of Sweden

{affiliated with  the. Internationul Com-

wunist Opposition) received 16,800 voetes

and six miandates.  The “loyalice™ Party
received 2,400 wvotes and no mandates.

CORRECT CLOTHES
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the expelled comrades and of the mém-

Comeade’ Lubinsky (Dusscldorl), repres,

osition 50 that o Communis Opposition

the Wood

the Gundhi orachine Jiy. passing “"unun:
jmously’ reselutions to which there was
admittedly  Nerce  opposition, but also
proves the fact that the Congress ses
sions eeflect in ondy o very distorted mane
aet the actual cvaposition of the Coo-
press movepent and the’ political and so-
cinl strivings of its various élomeits, The
Congress” sessiun gave no possilkibity of
capression tu the musses of the workers
and peasants, who forin the backbone of
the natfounkist couses it cven shppressed
to a larpe depree the wvolce of the city
petty bourgeoisic and lower intellectuuls,
who Torm the leading elements of the
lower committecs af the Congress.  But
it brought o exopgerated exprossivn and
to demination the voite f the pational
bourpeoisic’  wnd  “liberal” - lnndowners
whose representatives the Gapdbi wing of
e Congress is, S
That the Congress movenent was fur
from  unanimows o the action of the
Farachi session n endocsing the Gandhi-
lwin: pact, is showa by the cesolution
adopted by the League of Indian Youth,
an integral puart of the Congress,  This
resolalion’ tends in part: . '
“This truce is 2 betruyal of the Indan
struggle Tor complete independence by the
Inding  bourgroise - which Jominates the
Indiun Natlonal Congress, It seeks only
2o secure concessions | from British . lm-
perialisin ut ihe wost of exploiting India’s
muyses,” L . '
The big anti-Candhi  dewmonstration:
that were beld in Karachi, Delhil, Bambay
and other places o the eve of the Con
gress session point in the swae dimttion,
Eweu during the sessivns themsglves an
anti-Gandhi deownsteallon was leld oo
Conpress grounds by tle "Redshines™ and
Youtly League members.  Fundit Moban
Mulaviva, whe teied toaddress the weeting
and  defend the Cundbi position,  was
howled down: .
B % .
Huving pessed the resolution endors-
vl the Gandhi-Towin pace, the Congress
sewsion néxt endorsed 3 long declaraton
of demands for which,: it was announied,
the  Congress  delegites  would, “light”
at the nexe Round Table Conferelce in
London, .These demands fnclude a =i
ber of points caleulated to impress the
workers, prasants and city poor but thelr
exact value is to be neasured by the fact
that it was semirofficially announced that
they were not to be taken seriousdy hue
were bo serve ws a Cmaximum list of ex
pectations swmply as a basis for hargiin
gt T I
“ It will be remembered that the “peace
pact” between Guodbi and Lord Irwin
included the point that the second Round
Table Conference would take for granted
{regard  as  indisputable)  Mreservations
and saleguards”™ (., British imperialist,
control) lor problems of defense, Gnance
and  fervign affairs,  That mweang, that
the Conyress delegates agive, that ‘Indi's
statls as a colony s geing to remain and
is not even geing to be discussed at-the
Bound Table . Conference,  In the same
vein,  Gandhi has saddenly  announced
that “complets Indeperidence™ s guite
compatible  with  “puartnership™  between
Brritain and [ndia!

Tel -B(jgardus 4-3?:1?3 -
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| Juhns -Hubkins University

] . Subject: .

‘ UNEMPLOYMENT i
| “To be held at

Johns Hopkius University
. lBulti:Jnur'.i:, M. . :
! SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 1931 tl
‘ : Jay Lovestone i'.vi[.l\ repott on
I “The Ec':'mon-ii.c ﬁonséquences of
D Uu.emi:l.nymcm“
Other spcnkci's’;_Dr.' G. B Barnett, Dr,
!H. M_.Laidlcr,'(}]mrles W, Brvin', Miss'
‘Anna -D, Ward, .Nurmzl.r.l Thomas, Dr.

flei;{;lurt.[.ubin, i‘.u-bbi E. L. Tstael, etel

BAR WORKERS OFF

L. TICKET -

Coh1m1_ln_ist Land  Socialist
Tickets Ruled Off Cook
County List

Bath the Socialist and Comipunist par-
ties hawe been bareed frwin the balluts for
the spring election In Cook County, 1N,
by the election board.  Judge Taylor ot
the county circuit couet denied an appli
cativn for o weit of mandamus to compel
the printing of Cotumunist candidates’
natnes on the ballols, saying the bourd’s
action wis not reviewable.  The buard
held that the Communist Party "5 an
gutlaw- organizabion becavse it s apains
private propecty, religion, and the Amer-
ican form of government.” It rujected
the Sociubists' petition for representation
an the bullet on the ground of suspision
that some of the sgnptures wete “frivda.
lene.” . : Lo

The American Civil Liberties Union
bus offered to co-aperate with both par
ties in cacrying the fght to the Mllinois
Supreine Court. .

* % % .

Thus is reached another stape in the
offensive of the bosses aghinst labor. It
will be reowenbered that in line with the
Fish committer repare, the proposy]l was
mace to exclude the Communist Party
from the ballet as an Uillepal™ - party.
Taking the hing, Judge Taylor hos already
geted and the Communist Party ds olf the
Lallot in Cook Cosntry, il Unacquainted
with the theory of “sociulfuscizm™ the
worthy justice has included the Socialist
Party ulso in the drive upen dubor vrgan-
iznkions, oL

The workers must awake before it is
tea late,  Ouly o united front of labor—
of Conuaueists, Soclalists, of all workers
of every political viewpuint—eun defeat
the offeasive of the bosses,

SMASH THLE OFFENSIVE
OI" THE BOSSS!

(Contivued from Poage 1)

v fomented in the U, S as part of the
measures for the mstigation of a war
against the Soviet Union, Al the reac-
uondry proposals of the Fish Commicee
peésented to Congress, the not yer acted
upon by that budy have alveady actually
been put into practice.  ‘Fhis owstznding
fact, involving as it does the whele Future
status of the working cliss and its poli-
tical organizations, must be faced squarely
and  with _determinatton by the whole
working cluss. T

ek s
THE ATTACK IS AGAINST THH
WHOCLE LABOR MOVEMENT!
The Communist and militant sections
of the labor movement are in danger of
being driven underground, their  press
destroyed and thuusands of  theic men-
bers either deported or theown inte pris-
o, But the attack i noet only agoinst
themy it is againat the entire labor move-
ment, agoinst the whole working class,
Lt; whiective ds to force into submission
and blind obedichce all the workers, to
furce themt to work under worsened con-
ditions_and 10 mould themy inte  passive
and helpless capnon fodder for the bloudy
butchery on imperialise battle-fields,

£ K

WORKING CLASS UNITY MEEDEIN

The rejection by the oificial Conununist
Pucty of a proposal for the unity of all
the Communist forces to fght against the
capitalist reaction amd to organixe the
resistance of the workers, was a criminal
act against the working class.

The rale of the reactionary burocracy
of the A, F. of L. in suppoerting the Fish
Cotntuittee and the capitalist eeaction, in-
dicates the depth of the treacherous role
ol these so-called leaders in the ranks of
labor, . o

The times call for united action ‘on
the part of all workers and their organ-
feations againse capitalist ceaction and the
couditions of slavery It seeks wo Iimpose.

Only thni such wnited action can .2
battle front of the workers be established
te beat back ‘the reactionary wnslaught,

Ouly a united front of all che workers
and theic organization con defeat capitalist
reaction,
the Tish Committee! Lo
" Down witly registration, fingecprinting
and deportation of foreign-born workers!

Down with lynching! . For full soclal
and racial equality” for the Negrocs!

Down with wage-cuts! -

Down with criminal anarchy and syn-
dicalist  lawa! '

Down with all embargoes and measures
against the Soviet Union!  For the rec
wgnition and defense of the Seviet Unionl

Down with imperialist war preparations
andd warl

Against the suppression of the lbor
press and for Freedom of speech, assembly
and press! -

Down with injuncticss! .

Free Mooney and Billings and afl class
war amtl political prisoners!

TFor 2 united front of labor to smash
capitalist rexctivn!

Down with the reactionary program of

The Most Exciting Play of the Year

PRECEDENT
by
I ] QOLDEN

A Pluy About Mooney and Billings

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
and

SATURDAY, APRIL 18,

Pruvincetown Theatre
133 McBDougal Street
Buy Ticlers Thru the

“Revelutionary Age™
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" Ruin In Paterson

by Eli Keller

Since the strike fn 1928, -conditions
luve been constntly going Irdm bad o
worse “in Paterson. Several  wageecuts
have been forced on the workers. The
hours have beett lengthened to ten and
tweive and oven more hours o day, 1v s
therefute no wonder that the workers arce
in a Nghting wood.  Hewe and there
shop- strikes tuke place spuntaneousdy on
vorious issues all over the city,

T o8
‘Last Year's “Strike”

Lust vear, under the well knewn theory
of radicalization,” the leadecship of the
uniore  decided that there should be @
genera] strike in Paterson—ulthe the ob
jective  conditions  were  noee favorable
{there being a bud scason and duch ua-
ewployineit}, When the duy was altéady
set and everyune was ready (to strike
Eoster came down and ordeced the strike
called off af the last winute and without
the kaowledge of the univn members.
At that time the upion Lad about 590
members, but because of the action .of
the Party in calling off the stiike In such
a manger, wost of the union owribers
dropped out of the union. ) -

. P

But—To-day! :

This wiater, under the new theory that
capitatst industry i already decayed and
breaking dewn, the leadership | decided
that we don't need strikes . any more.
But it so happens that the present season
s oone of the best in the sk indastry
fur many years. It alse huppens-that the
condition: of the workers ate worse. and
wapes tre dowest for many years. Bspeo
illy in view of the good scasun the wor
ety abe unxious to strike, and stoike guick:
ly. The present leaders of the wiion could
not very well avoid the pressure of the
wasses andt so they worked out a wal-
tlerful scheme. o '

On- February 7 the National Textile
Workers Elnien called o soecalled “shop
delegate vonlezence,”  Union  members
and  nop-union members were  invited,
After nmking o lotof avise about “build:
ing shop committees” and “shop Jecals™
of the -unifon, the organizer, 10 Rulin,
culled the workers prescnt and told them
that i ecality there was not even one
clecied deiegate present but that the group
comprised a {ew interested workers,  On
the guestions of serike the workers ut the
conlercuse pressed for omediate action,
The - leaders, however, tried b postpone
action for the [uture becuuse they woere
not at ull preparcd—the coidition of the
union being in u state of chios and apa-
thy. They explained thit it was necessary
to build « united lroot--—-of course, "ot
below,” and that this “wnied {ront com-
mittee” would catl the strike, Bigat theee
and then the “united front” way built. Tt
was found our that twe of the workess
agteading the vonlerence were not -
bers of the NVTOW.UL They had fovmerly
belonged to the TWW. (during the strike
of 1913y bue they belony nowhere now.
50 the holy “useed front from below”
was concluded, A comittee of 29 wns
vlected-—that 1s all thet cwspe to the Lon-
ference.  Twenty-seven ol thew  were
members of the NT.W. U, and two noo
members,  Next week leoflets were [ssued
sigiied by the “United Front Commites
of Paterson” calling wpon oll warkers to
ceme to a mass meeting Sunday, Felwe
ary 22, wad prepare fov peneral strike.

: * * x

#8teike  Preparntions”

About 250 workers gachered to hear
and take part in the strike preparations.
Bllen Dawsen and I, having wotlied in
Patersen for over a yoar now, came {0
help prepare the strike and to express
pur opinfon regarding the best way to
make preparations for the general silk
strike. ). Rubin opened the mecting with
x wast pessinistic report, oo every way
discovraging the workers from steiking.
Right after Rubin, one afier another,

B. F. YOUTH CLUB
BEGINS SECOND YEAR

The Bore Park Workers Youeh Club
will celebrate its st anniversary with o
Banspivt, Concert and Dance on Suturday,
Aprit 18, at Grystal Palace, 4214—14
Ave., DBrooklyn, M. )

The club i3 starting its second yeur
with w broadening of octivitics.  Many
sew plans are in the proezss of develop-
et now, some of which ave preparaciens
[ur che holding of pulitica) opea air nocets
aaygs and starting the hiking sewson.

A sinpivg chorus was just arganized
which already shows very pond prospeets,
The chorus practices every Thursday, at
8:30 p. m. at the club rooms, at 4109A
13 Ave, Dreoklyn, under the competent
Yeadership of Comrade Davidsen.

Alsa the sports activity is taaking head-
wity.  Plans are being duveloped to organ:
jz¢ base ball and soceer teams,  Aehlelic
exvreise sre held ewery Sunday, at 1230
pou. inthe dub rooms wnder the direer
tion of Comrade EFLL

O Friday, Apeil 10 at 3:30 pan, Goem-
tude Dr. Burgan will lecture in the clul
roons o “Health, Sex and the Wolker™

AMAL. FOOD WORKLRS
CELEBRATE 10 YEARS

O Saturday, Mareh 21, the Tenth
Anniversary of the Amalgamated
Tood Workers was eelebrated with 2
dance at Irving Plaza,

Thousands of food workers janmed
the hall to its capacity., Al loeals of
bakers, butchers and hotel workers
participated zetively in the affair

The ‘T.U.U.L. saw fit on this ve-
casion to disturb the dance by throw-
ing from the baleony a stupid leaflet
trying to cover up the exposure of the
shameful conduct of Weisman and
telling the workers te abandon the
A. F. W. and to juin the “reveolution-
ary Food Workers {ndustrial Union.™

The workers were very indignant
at these rowdy tactics of the T.U.U.L.

L and swhatever sympathy there may
have existed among the food workers.

for the T.UU.L. was completely de-
stroyed.

Purty members got up and folluwed Ru-
bin's line. ‘The workers lovked at each
pther bewildered.  Ellen Dawson and [
asked fur the Mour and we pointed out
that while the scason was vne ol the best
wnd the vpportuaity for steiking  good,
the present lepdership of the enion lad
done nothing and wes unwilling to do
anything; that instead of a fake “united
[ront™” with themnselves we must call on
all thee existing textile workers orgatiize-
tons together with the unorganized (o
build up a real united fronc of all textile
workers against the textile mill and dye
house bosses.  The workers uccepted our
talk with vepcated applause and entiu-
stusm.  Whereupon Pitkovitz, ] Rubin
und a few more Party members opened o
‘\’Ll]_lg}' of stundef dond lies such s “traitor,”
Strikebreaker,” renegade,” cteete. The
workers were disgusted and many begun
te lewve the hall, Scioe of the workess
that were on the “conumittes of 297 re-
sigred on the zpot and tald everybody
that they were thou with the N TW.L
One ol the - committee members put up
a fpht apainst the corrupt tacties of the
unign leadership at the mecting wed called
un them to proceed with the preparations
for strike but he was told thae “this was
w0 simall matter,” that he dido't know
what the “Lovestuncites”. were, that e
Gist thing to do was to ederminale the
“Lovestoneites” and not rlk about gen-
eral strikes.  This warker and his com-
vade omediately resianed from the wowr
mittee,  Theé meeting ended in g tugmoil;
nebody listened to the cesolutivn ready
by Rubin... Nobedy wanted to aceept on
the committes. Al workers went away
feeling that they were [veled und misled,

that the NTW.UL leadership was un-
willing to prepase for o strike in Pater
Fom. P

RIFT IN_ FRANCO-
TALIAN PACT

Ltaly Veers To Austro-
German Blee; Naval
Pact Disturbed -

The much-heralded France-Italian
naval rapprochement is -erumbling.
Phe French Foreign Office openly ad-
wits that this break-down is caused by
the Austro-German Customs  Union
and the subsequent changes of - the
naval demands by Italy.  Thus the
seni-official Journel des Debutls says:
“Not sov long ago Italy saw-in’ "An<
sehluss’ o oselious threat Lo the peace
of Burope and. to her own position,
Sinee then Italy hag altered her ling
of conduct Ly advecating the revision
of the peace treaty, and is supporting
Germany’s views on disarmament . ..
Italy will vne day- regret her hupe
error”,  Bub this I'ranco-Italian rup-
ture is alse threatehing to wipe wvut
all arrangements made at the Leon-
dony Conforence. Theuph differing
amongst themselves thé French, Bri-
tish and Ltalian governmoents ave de-
termined to cut down the size of the
battleships as too expensive for th
present budgets, : -

Here they run iote.sharp conflict
with the American naval plaus. The
United States Nuvy Depuartment in-
sists on mairtaining huge batlleships
as vital for the delense of the Pano-
ma Canal and naval operations in the
Pucifie, The-American oflicials gow
openly speak of the latest develop-
ments ““whiich miight  eause sevigus
troubla'. : -

The newest turn in the negotiations
will have a detrimental effect on the
prepavations which  ave noew being
made for the “dizsarmament” confer-
ence in 1032, It may even mean an
indefinite postponement of the con-
ference. '

}ln The Communist Party

What Happeﬂed In Pittsburgh?

L ) _Uniontown, Py.

A few weeks ago I wrole about the
conditions in this section or rather in
this distriet. In this letter, T will tey
to ghow how Ehe conditions men-
tioned in any last efber were brought
about in the Distriet Noo & (Pitts-
burgh districk) and who was respon-
gible for these. deplorable vonditions,
Thiz includes not only, the Party but
alge the Naticial Miners Union, [n-
ternativnal Labor Defense and the
Metal Workers Tudustrial League,
_ You probably know, that the great
steel mills and bLituminous eosl mines
comprise the main industey in our
district,  Another industrial  giant—
Westinghouse Blectrie Manufacturing
Coupany—is another octopus whose
tentacles wre spread in and avound
the eity of Pittsburgh, Here, in this
centre of the war industries, in this
vity of steel and iren, surrcunded on
alb its sides by the dork pits of coul
mines, ave located the oflices of our
Parly, National diners Uwnivin oand
Metal Workers Industrial League. .

I dim't believe that it is necessary
to write how the things were running
when Comrade. Lovestons was  the
secretary of ouw. Party. It will be
suflicient to state that at the time the

N.M.U. . was formied, the organiza-
Lienal work of the Darty and of the
affilinted orvganizations was muaking a
vory satisfuctory progress,  Confer-
eneces and mass meetings were held
and there way enthusiazsin armong the
rauk aud file workers, :

I must net forgel to meition that
there was a small insignificant group!
of the Party moembers headed by
Comrade John Otis with Comrades
Kaspor and Shindler as his side kicks
—"experts" in the trade wnion work
whe, thstead of ovganizing the work-

ers In the Westinghouse Electrie,
were going  arcund and  slandering

Comrade Lovestons and Gitlow!

Things were going on satisfuctory
until the vew leadership tock charge
of the Paurty. Then the fun started.
You probably remeimber that “instruc-
tigng™ were sent by B C. C. L that
there must be no  diserimination
against any menbers ne matter where
they Delonged - prior Lo the Darty's
convention, You also remcinber the
resofttion signed by the Pittsburgh
dalegation agninst Comraide Iroster
Well, thuse who sipned this decamnent
were out of luek, One after another
they "were kicked cut frotn the posi-
tions they were holding at that time.
Whole units were let to die only be-
vause Lhey were suspected of "Love-
stoneisin.”  Pat Toohey went; he was
fallowed by Comrades HBill Whils,
Myerseouph and othees. )

There was one curious fact, and 1t
was, that althe Comvades Otis, Kaspor
and Bhindler got what they wanted
Erom the speils of vietory, they have
sontinged  their  destruelive  work
within the Party carrying this sabo-
taging even fo the fraternal organ-
izations  sympabhetic to our Party.
Finally, as a gesture they wore ex-
pelicd from the Party.,  How long
they will stay oub no one knows but
pne thing s certain, that Koesper is
back in the Farty without any ex-
planation regurding hls readmission
inte the Farvty appearing in the Pavty
presa and no one cah tell how soon
the other will be woeleomed back, Yes,
it is good to have seme benevolent
uncle within the Party, That is Pax-
ty democracy at the present time.
The other day I met a miner nnd
asked him how the things are going?
W ell,” he zaid Yyou must keep your
mouth shut in the mine and you will
be all right. Same thing is if you
are a Party member in this distriet.
Il wou keep youy mouth shut, you are
a member of good standing, but il
yon talk back, then you are out of
fuek”

I read o news item o few days ago
that they have nvenbed some new
microseope  In Germany  which s
about two hundred tites as powerful
as bhe old voes. Well, they need one
in the arty oflice of District No, &
pight new in order to show the re-
sults of the work during the past two
FOULs. :

Take for instance the Daisytvwn
locst of the N.ALU., five months ago
twere were about Afty membors, not
one left there twday, Loeals in Bent-
iexville, PFredericktown, and in the

Coke Region, with the exception o-

one, are non-oxistent,  And who is
vesponsible fur this? Everyoae from
the trade union “experts” down . fo
the field organizers.  They have an
orpanizar  here, Comrade Sabatini,
who came here when the locals were
organized and funetioning. He alse
poos whore the locals are ovganized
and functioning.  When he leaves,
the locals are dencralized and scon
fall apurk. He is goud at organizing
locals of the N.BLU. in the houses
where there are fuir maidens to be
found with sotie pre-prohibition beay-
erages thrown in for a gosd neasure.
When it comes 1o raising funds on
subseription lists he simply iells the
local eomrades: "I will be damned if
I go from house to lLouse to_ collect
one penny. It Is your jub! Do you
know whoe I am” I am the big squeeze
{rom Pittsburgh and therefore get
busy and colect somne funds for me”
' —Valny.

_ Party Democracy in Detroit
Party “davocracy” has overcome
the Distriet organization in Detroit.
Leeently one of the units uwdopted u
yesolution proposing a  debate be-
twoeen the District organzer, Comrada
Leo Iisher, and Comrade Willlam BLil-
ler, represcitative uf the Coumnnunist
Party, U. 8. A. (Majority Group).
The subject of the debate was to be:
ke Present Situation In The Com-
munist Party.’ .

After the resolution was adopted,
the Distriet Committee iwnmediately
had the unit reorganized and expell-
od the comrade who was suspected of
being respensible for this resolution.

Party Loses Soue New Blood in Phila,

A few weeks ugoe we showed hosw a
govermment spy. wornied himself into
the Distriet Contrel Comvuission and
usaerl his  position to expel wholesale
come of the mest experlenced com-
rades on the grewnd of being mem-
bers of our.group,  Now somthing
new has oecurved,  There has just
boer,'arrested one Theodore Bartel,
member of the netoricus “League of
Nations™  gang  of  Philadelphia,
which vecently gob away with $35,000
of the Olney Boank and Trast Com-
pany. This is the same Bartel whe
was leader of the gang which some
monihs ago invaded the meeting ad-
dressed by Comrade Lifshitz, and
with pipes awd bottles tried to terror-
ge the workers. It was this Bartel
whe as o Varey anember could find
no other way of expressing his loy-
alty to the new line and to the Party
burocraey than by trying to brealk the
heads of the comreades 1n our group.

Now Crisis in the Lithuanian Section

A sericus crisis has broken ount in
the Lithuanian section of the Party.
The Puirty bureeracy is trying des-
porately to grab and destroy all Com-
munist institutions which it tock years
to build, The fight revelves around
the control of the Ladsve and Vifnis.
In the struggle, Bedacht takes  the
extreme position against the Lithuan-
fan corades whe were formerly his
caucus mmembers in the Pavty., Be-
dacht's position is now  “we  must
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REVOLUTIONARY AGH

Problems of the Needle Trades

Next Steps in the Needle Trades

Declaration of the Needle Trades Unity League

The dress stilke called by the MNecdle
Trades Warkers Industrial Union i3 now
over. On the basis of the results of the
strike it is now heth neeessaty and pos-
sihle to make a thare examination ol the
conditions of thé needle trades workers,
the stawgs of the Industrial Union, and
our mext tasks,  In a4 construetive and
critical manner we must examine the ex-
periences and mistake of the strike so as
ta draw the proper lessens for the futare,

‘W Ok

The Breparations for the Strike

The manaer in which the strike was
prepared was a direct consequence of the
false policies that the leadership of the
Tndustrial Union had heen following for
many months:

1. The most outstanding mistake in
the strike preparations was the character
of the original demands put forward by
the union, It is now geacrally admitted
that the demands {or week-work and the
35-hour week were nmt based upen a rear
alistic estimaté of the sitnation and conld
not seeve o inspire and  mobilize the
masses, At the last minute a right-abowt-
face change in the demands was made
but this ¢hange came so late wnd was
made in sueh a maner that it rather
added to the confusion than helped the
+ituation.

1. Tor mnonths prior w the suike the
whole iden of orgatization drives to organe
ize the workers in the open shops was
rejected as ingorrect. Instead of organ-
ization drives there was launched a paper
drive for 6,000 new membors—appro-
priate perhaps to a prapaganda organize.
tinn ov a fraternal society but entirely
unsuited in characler 1o a fighting union,

3. Al sembiance of democracy in the
unioh was wiped oul, This not anly made
it wapossible Lo unite all Iorces fnr the
strike but wlso prevented an objective and
veslistic consideration of all propnsals lar
policies and tactics in the arike.  Ifad
such au ohjective consideration hoen given
to our prapasals beofore the sirike much
al the conlusing ard unfortunale conser
guence: canld have heen avaided.

4, No ¢flart whatever was made 10
ensure united action between the dress-
makers in the  TLGW.U., and in the
N.TRIL Our proposal for oo united
froni of the Jdressmakers orgamization ol
the 130G, and the Tndusieai TTnion
was rejected and instead, 2 policy ol
breaking nway individual workers o in-
dividual shops was substituled,  Suel 2
policy could only result in hghts among

the warkers themselves and ned fo uniled
action  of & dressmakers againel the
bosses,

» TR

The Resules of the Strike

Under sieh cirenmstanees the results of
the strike were inevitable, According to
the veport of lrving Patash, seeretary of
the [adustrinl Union, 103 shaps, invalw
ing about 4,000 workers, went fut on
strike, O these shaps oaly 6] were ser
Yled by the anion.  And this in a trade
with 3,500 shaps in New Yok empioy
ing approximately 45,000 workers!  In
such A situalion the union naturally cowld
not cnforce uninn condilions so that in
many cases the setilements were elow
uvnion standards,  Tn its effert o avaid
the lass af shop cantrnl the wmicn was
anxicus ta selille shepr undor any cone
ditions and thus maialadn at Jeast somc
ehadaw nf an orpanization,  Organisar
donally the union Las suffered a severc
defeat; the prestipe not only of the union
but of the left wing in general alsa sul-
fered preatly.  To hide these facls is no
service o the union and to the work-
crs. .

k ¥ %

The Crisis Is Grave

Tefore the sirike many lofe wing work-
crs lnaked (orward linpelully to the sirilke
as 2 means of reviving the union and
bettering the conditions in the shope.
MNow thiz hope (s gone.

The crisis is grave.  The W.TAV.IUL
was organized as oan  indastrial  wnion.
And what is the sitnation te-day? Among
the cloakmakers the nnian has no shop
control, Only a few individna! meonhess
are Tunctioning as a propaganda group.
In the men's ¢lething trade, no shap cone
tral, anly individual membhers Tunctinning
as a propaganda group, T the D teade
practically no shap contral. Among the
millinery workers the union av best never
had mere than p section of the trade (the
teimmices); bo-day cven this is practically

smash the Lithuanian organizalions,
if we can’t contral them'. Tt is inler-
esting that here Browder's position isl
the “more moderate” one and that
of an “arhitrator.”

In the coming issue we will pub-
lish very intercsting material reveal-
ing the conspiracy of the unprinei-
pled Party burecrpey against the
Lithnanian Communist-led workers'
organizations. ’

In the meanwhile the Lithuanian
workers are being driven out of the
Party mombership. At Cliffard, New
Jersey, 15 Lithuanian workers were
chased out of the Party, condemned)
in the Laisve and refused the right
to give an explanation. I'm Elizabeth
there are only 3 out of the 2f Lith-
uanian members 1o in the Party. In
Easton only & oul of the 26 loft and
in Philadelphia only 7 oul of 30,

The majority of the Tithuanians
in Newark have already beon cxpell-
ad. In the Rrooklyn seetion 15 Lith-
uanian comrades are now hefore the
Contrel Commission and a goodly
number have already been exprlled.
Tt of 4% members in Brooklyn there
are about 25 left. The same thing
has  been going én  in  Chicago.
In_ Cleveland, Herbert  Benjamin,
Iyistriel Organizer, has opened a cam-
raign to denounee all the Lithuanian
comrades ag “soeial patriots”,

gone. In the dress trade, which was the
backhane of the waion, only 61 shops 3s
compared with the 3,500 shops in the in-
thistry and the 00 tontrotied by (e 1T,
GoWIL These {acts speak far them-
selves,  We must {rankly recognize that
under these conditions the N.T.W.LU.
cannot any longer function as a wnion,

Al the same time, what is the sjtuation
in the right wing unions? In the right
wing unions today there are appraximate-
Iy t75,000 workers with shop control in
the ladies garment, men's clothing, mil
linery and fwrricrs trades, In these unions
the reactianary burocracy has full sway.
These unions bave no miliant policies.
The reaclinnary oficialdom has {aisted
upan  these uninns policies af outright
“partnership” with the basses. Thus they
are crippled as effective fighting orpan-
izatinns af the workers. ' :
The conditions of the needle trades
workers are today at their lowest lovel
The discontent amonp the needle trades
warkers is continually  growinpg, It s
now possible, with correct policies and
a militant leadership, to mobilize the
wasses of the aecdle trades workers (noa
determined  Gpht apainst the bosses Lo
wipe ont the present mizerable eondiians.
Te is clear that the right wing unions under
their present policies and leadership, cane
nat carry on this fight. Tt iz equally
clear that the N.TW.ILU. in its present
condition cannat do it
*x a &

What Is To DBe Done?

We therefore urge the Tadostrial Union
to have the courage to see things as they
are and te make an oflicial and drastic
changre in its palicies to maeet this crisis.
We propese:

1. That the Industrial Union he trans-
formed fram’ an organization stlempling
L I't]nclilon as o union inta a lell wing
cemter i the needle trades, with an ap-
propiiate change of name. '

The aim of this left wing conter shall
he nar the splitting of the unions but
the unification and mohilization of the
necdle teades workers to defeat the se-
actionary buroeracy and turn the unions
int militant organs of svugple in the
dnterests of the workers,

2. That the Industrial- Union should
ellicizlly urge its members to join the
right wing unions.

% That the workers should le called
rpoi e immediately begin the arganiza-
lion af a Jeft wing in those loeal unions
where no left wing now exists and (o
jmin forges with .such lell wing groups
as are already established,

* & ¥ .

'Thcsc-_sl:cps must be :\t[npl.cd and car-
tied thr: immedintely Tt is the anly way
in which the workers can apain be united
amd mabilized i 8 strupple apainst the
employers und the reactionaries.

Comrades! TFellow workers! We appeal
to you Lo ack in time. The correct policy
must be adopted now before it s too
late.

The conditions in whicl the neadic
trades warkers find themselves are deplor-
able.  Things cannot go on any lonpger
the way they arc today.  Something de-
cigive must be done and dane ripht away
to oust the reactionary oflicialdom infest-
ing ihe uninns, to make the unions real
weapons ol strugale, to win decent con-
ditians,” and to Dbuild one union in the
aeedie trades.

Needle Trades Workers Unity League

Communism Against Fascism

ANTI-FASCIST STRUGCLE IN GERMANY

{Conbinnued from Iast issic)
TAX ROBBERY AND TAX FRAUD
i
The Strugple Against Tax Robbery and
Tax Traud

Var the transflerence of the burdens

of the Young Plan and of the waorld
ceonnmic corisis from the backs of the

toilers oo ta the possessing clnsses, the
fellowing must be demanded:
£ F . ¥
A

1. Immediale cessalion of all subsidies
Lo hig indusirics and hig fand owners,

2. Retarn of all subsidies and sub-
vendions granted te industry, high fHoe
ance, hig Iandlords and rich peasants out
af the means of the Reich, of the states
and the municipalities and other puhlic
LFEASMEIes.

1. Immediate cessation of all payments
to churches and to religious communi
ties. .

4, Tmmedinte cessation of all payments
of pensions to former officers, minfsters
and hipher officials.

5, lmmediate cessation of all payments
1 the princes and nobles and thair ex:
propriation,

6. Reduction of the salaries of all of
fieials insofar as they oxceed 600 marhe
a month. :

7. Elimination of all sorts af erxpen-
ditures for arming and {or war prepara
ticns [ gencral (Reichswehs, navy, po-
lice, air eraft, chemical industry, wharlfs,
cte ) .

8. Ahglitinn of all secret funds for
domestic and foreign espionsge and fo
the corcuption of the press and the cine
&ina. .

These demands necessarily. imply the
immediste and complete abolition of the
amergency decrces on the hagis of Ar
ticte 48,

PR

B

1. Aholitioa of ali taxcs which burden
tha imcome and the eonsumption of the
hroad masscs (wape-toxcs, house thxes,
laxes on business {ransactions, taxes on
drinlks, taxes on tobaceo, head taxes, ete.}

1. Abolition of all dutics which direct-
iy ar indirectly hutden the consump-
tiann of the masses (porticularly the apgra-
rian dutics, the dutics on iton, ete)

3, Trdening  the poswessing  classes
thru progressive property, inceme and in-
herilanca LRX®ES, .

4, Trmadinte calling in of all tax
postponements which bave heen permit
ted to the passessing classes, .

§. Repeal of all reductions and re-
missions of taxes to the possessing <lass
as, .
&. Confiseation of all big establishments
in iadustry, trade, exchange, and agricult-
ure which do not fulfil their tax and cred-
it obligations.

9. Instead of a I5% to 2085 reduer
tion of wapges and salaries, which the
capitalists demand, the raising of a com-
pulsnry grant of from 15% o 20% on
all capitalist propetty and on all incomes
aeer 7,000 marks yearly, in order to cov-
er the most important needs of the toflers,
especially of the unemiployed, uwntil the

returns §ram  the new sources decided
upon begin to come in.
x ¥
c

For the strugple apainst tox sahotage
and for the struggle against tax fraud on
the part of the possessing classes, the
publication of all tax lists must be de-
manded.  The workers and cmployees
must, under the feadershin of the factory
eouncils and of all other appropriate class
‘organs, argatnize the strugple far the
smashing of husiness seercey and for the

exposure of the tax swindlos of hig capi-

tal and big agrarian intercsts.  Especial-
lv must the municipal representations or-
panize the struggle apainst wax (rauds by

utilizing the tax lists.
. »

The Prdgram of the German Communist Opposition

STRUGGLE AGAINST WAGE-CUTS

For the Struggle Against Wage-Cuts

1. Ahaolition af the arbitration decres
and af the third cmerpency deerce on
arbitratian., ;

1. lepal enaciment of the 40hanr
week ns the maximuon labor. dme, with
(01l wages. '

3. The leadership of wage srtaggles
without any regard {or capitalist profis
or the government.  Struggle against all
forms of specd-up as causes of the high
rate of industrial accidentr,  Strupgle for
coual wapes Tor equal work,  Strupple
against the attempts to-eliminate the trade
uninas as the contracting parlies in wage
aprecmtnts and o replace agreements on
the seale of a whole industry by apree-
ments involving individual fagtories or
cven individual workers,

4. -Since in the lace of capitalist eon-
centrating and economic orisis, “pure and
simple”™ trade union methods are insuf-
ficient, it 15 necessary o hring the trade

Brucning repime and  apainst  Fascism.
Only the polilical ovientation of the trade
uniong can effectively meet the offensive
ol capital.  Preparations lor the pelitical
mass strike thru the trade unions for this
purpose thru the organization of mass
meetings and  mnass  demonstratioss  To
arder to mohilize and arganize the entire
working class 1o beat back the attacks of
the capitalists and of the Bruening gov-
crement upon e standards of life and in
order to win the demands of the prole-
tariat on the Cco‘lgm‘l-ctand political frelds.

PRICE EXTORTION OF MONOM
OLIES AND BIG LAND OWNERS
. IV.

For the Struggle Againt Price Extartion
by the Capitalist Monopolics and
by the Big Land Owners.

1. In place of ineflective govern-
of the fraudulent talk of Lhe povern-
ment akoudl the decline of prices, the
astablisloaent of Price Control Commis-
siong of warkers and employees, with the
participation ol representatives nf small
merchants, artisans . and small peasanls,
{or the pirpose of expasing the exlortion:
ate prices of the capitalist monopolics
and of struggling agninst them.

The price- cxtartion of the capitalist
truzts which extends and intensifics the
world sconemic crisis, can asly be braken
by the workers control of productien
which itsedl ean only be achicved in the
srugile Tor praver,  The activities of the
Price Conwrol Comimissions are a fieans
of -mobilizing the masses in the diteetion
af the struggle for power on the basis of
the fipht against trust capital's extortion-
ate prices. o
© 2 Abslition of all dulies on agricul-
tiral produr.ts.

3. The abolition of all goverament
and  government-concession  manapolics
and all other government methods Tor
the muintenance of prices o the inter-
ests of the bip land owners and the hig
larmers,

{Continued in the next issuc)
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About that
‘Change of Line’[.

Mew Phrases On One Side—Old
Deeds On The Other—%hat
Is the Party Line?

. Again the propaganda of a “ehange of
line” is being assiduously peddied in the
ranks of the Party membership and among
the Communist sympathizers.  The secr
tarfan policies al the Parly—we arc told
-Zare Cjradually changing” and the Party
is getting some sense into its head, espe-
cielly on trade union work: So whar is
the "iise of continuing ‘the opposition
sirnpgle to bring back the Party o the
ling of Leninism? ask some hesitant and
uncertain clements, Let wus see the faets
m the case. _

© 1, “The Party is now for workitg in
the mass wrade uniaps!** we are told, Bwi-
dence: In the needle trades they are samer
tioning ihe return of proups of members
of the Industrial Union to the right wing
unions (the case of a cortain millinery
shop 1d New York).  At'ihe o GEB.
meeting of the ITndusrial nion the main
podnt of discussien was the work af: the
specalled “united front committees,™ f.e,
work in the LL.GW.U. aad other reac-
lenary uniens. And so on. .

2. In the “Red™ unions (the TUUL
unions) the Party has suddently discow-
ered that “there is no democracy™ and has
issied direetives that the TUUL unions
must “he open to all werkers no matter
what their palitical belicls may he

These ‘arc surely the wiost {mpaoriant

cvidenees of a “new tum What do
they signify? )
" 1. ‘The cardinal errors of the sectatian
Party line in trede union worle are: (a)
the refusa! 1o recopnie thal the reaction-
ary unions are real workers organizations
in spite of their reactimiary leadeeship;
{hy the refueal to organize & lelt wing
Gghi for the purpese of winning these
mions away {ram the reactionaries add
of making them real fighting organizations;
{e) thic policy of larming “Red™ unions
ns dual andl rival organizations to Lhe
niass uninns.

Has e muck-vaunled  Snew  torn”
touched any of these fundamental points,
withowut a change m which no real change
of the seclarian course is possible? (a)
the A, Foof L. unions are still called
“company unions” (ic, hoss and not
workers organizatians). Aoy one wha
mainlains thal the usioes are workers oy

,ganizaijons is sull branded as an “appar-

tunist."s (k) yes, the TUUL “sanclions”
leflt  wingers jaining  the  reaclionary
wions and carrying on Cactivity”, B
what sert of "activity™? The T.UUL,
itseif  declares that the purpuse of its
“nelivity” s to destroy the mass unions,
to Lreak of =ections {rom thom to Join
with the “Red” unians, In other wards,
as the T.UUL, oficialiy eapresses it, the

L purpose of “warking™ in the mass voions

.

s “tn strenpthen  the  revolutionary
unians.”  The ohjective of winning the
waions and of converting them nlo ﬁght:
g organizations s still “ppportaaism.”
{c) the dual union course s hcing sharp-
ened, Not long ago the coming orgu
ization of a “Metal Trades Workers Ine
dustrial Union™  was  annonnced,  Tusl
reeently a “Railroad Workers Tndusirial
Unian™ was organized (sce Empros, Des
cemhber X8, 10313 ]

2. The TUUL unions are to he “open
to all workers no matter what their poli-
Geal wiews"! But na  “Lovesiongites™!

Furthermere, what good is it to say that

wtinng inle political strugple against the | “all workérs no matter what their politi-

cal wiews™ can join the TUUL uniens i
Lihe TULULL. includes the proletarian dic-
tatorship in its program?

Faris are facts]  There i no change
af line at all!

What are these “new tuens then? They
rellect an the one hand the pressure of
the consistent and Leninist criticism of
the Communist Opposition and an the
nther the growing realization ameng the
Paity snembership ol the catastrophic cols
fapse of the sectirjan course, Tois a face
Jtinnal manonver which adempts o head
off the mounting dissatisfaction in the
(Communist  mavement  into “hirmless”
channels, 10 cke aut a Tonger tease of lile
{or the destruceive policies that are wreck:
ing the Cammunist International.

“HISTORY” 1S5 .
WRITTEN!

HOW

The True Story of the “Saxon
Experiment” in 1923; The

System of Scapegoats

From the early days of 1924, we
have had it drummed into Sur heads that
Brandler showed himsell an “opportuist”
and worse, because of his anti-Leninist
theory of. the mate as expressed in the
notoricus “Saxen experiment’” (the coalis
tion Communist-Socialist govermment in
Saxony). Such is the official legend.
What shall we say new that we discover,
in the vecently puhlished pamphlet by
Thalbcimer an the cvemls of 1923 {see
reviow on page 4) that Brandler, as head
al the Faly, was against the “Saxon ex
periment™ tactics which were foreed wpon
the German Party as a matter of discipline
by Zinoviev and the Trecunive of the

- P i A T

© Wilkes Barve, Pa.
March, 28, 1931
-Tor o Jong tGme aew enbearable con
ditions have. existed in the Glen Alden
Cnal Company mines. in the Anthracite.
Dut these conditions grow  even worse
after the §¥.year agreement that  was
recently migned by the representatives of
the coal operators and By o guppased-to
be “representative” of the miners; John
L., Lewis, who is really an” ageot of the
operators,  Among the progressive ‘rank
and hle at the copvention that tonk’ up
this agreement there was the greatest op
positinn to it but e oflicialdom was able
to put it thin nevertheless,
"It was already pointed our at the con-
ventinh thiat the Lewis agreement would
undermine the previous conditions. and
would destray the means by which™ the
miners ‘are ‘able to protect the-conditions
they had “won and to improve them. Tt
was nointed out that the agreement wonld
mean lock-ouls, wage-cuts, starwation and
the extermination of the nnimm—if the
vink' and file does nnt wake up.
: ' R T

" Strike Breaks Ont

The bheginning of the application of
the apreement resolied in a serics of open
revolts in which individial Ieea]” unions
under the preat Glen Alden Coal Com-
pany came out on strike.” On Mareh 18
there was 2 walkeout ol No. 17 colliery
(Logal Union 11743 This soon expanded
into a general walleant’ 'af 1,400 pminers
employed at that collicry. In No. 20 col
limy, where the warkers. kniew hothing of
what had happencd at Na. 11, a general
walk-mit tonk place an ¥arch 19 on the
isane of the lenpthening of hours.

by. F_Jl;ank Vrataric

ular meeting ‘of the Gencral Grievance
Commiltee 5f the Glen Alden Coal Come
paay, composed ol three grievance com-
mitleemen and one local chairman ol
cach colliery.  Here general. grievances
were discussed, cspecially ihe’ two cases
mentioned ahove. 1L was finally decided
that" all local unions shauld haold mectings
on Monday, March 23, to take up ‘the
stand of the Grievance Cammitteg 1o call
a general strilke of all employees of the
Glen Aldesn Coal Company {or March
24. In'spile af the sabatape activities of
the - District officials, on . Mosday night
many af the lacals woted for the strike
and decided Lo go out mass picketing.

The first mass picketing took place at
No, 2 colliery. | On the sccond day of
thi strike 800 “wminérs marched “to the
Truesdale colliery,” the biggest mine in
the Anthracite, and successiully. pulled jt
out 1009, On, the.thivd day of the
strike, ‘@ mass picketing  demoastiation
procecded to the South Wilkes - Barre,
Waondward and Sugar Notgh mines where
about 5,000 mingrs, were pulled out. on
gtrike, . On that day only ouc colliery
went to work.  Strikers that had’ heen
nrganized o pickd this mine were kept
in ap alley by the police vntil the miners
of this colliery had  enteeed the- mine;
This action was the resule of a disirict
official telling ta the police the decisinn of
the local union.  However, the miners’at
this colliery appreciated that they were
doing . wrang_in going to work and they
came, ouk on strike at . % a'dock in the
morning—something  which  had  never
happencd befare!  Allogether there are

now twenty-two collievies on strike, |

© O Mareh 21 there tank place a regs

* " ¥

Rationalization and the Worker |

WHAT IS RATIONALIZATION?

.hy-l.Hal Long

Eatipnalization is a term oflen nsed in

ment—and corrcetly so. The processes
of rationalization have a tremendous bearr
ing on the conditions of the workers as
well as on the econanmic slnation as 2
whole,

T
What Rationalization Means.

“Dut the term is often misused. There
scems to be a lot of conlusion as to what
the térm means, There are many who
Belisve that only some of the new scheines
and devices being introduced into indus
try arc to be classified as rativnalizalion.
This is nat sa. Eupene Varga very cor
rectly points out: K
' “Rationalization is only a new term

for an old phenomenen.  Capital has
‘always  endeavored Tto indicase  its
profits by improved technique, by re
fined methads of . exploitation, Mow-
ever, duting tecent. years, Lhis has
been taking place faster and mere sys:
tematically.™ - .

of the bosses and any means 1o this ond
is a Jorm of rationalization.  DBut the
boszes are loday tying le attain this cnd
by medins that dilfer o a - considerable
cxtent from the metheds used in the
nincternth contury.  That is why a noew
term has arisen. - Roughly speaking, the
sopan of the - nincteenth century was:
“Machine power- {oriman power!” while
the slogan of today ds: “Efficiency!”

This does not at all nean that machine
power is no langer being substitnted for
mar- power. Tt means that, lacely, there
has been more of a tendency to lay stress
on eflicicney in industey than ever befare.
Cificient workers—eficient  machinery—
efficient floor-space=—eficicnt cverything!
that is what the Tosses want,  They want
to be able to got mare work percman
with camparalively less expenses than be-
fare. .. . . :
’ LI )

What Makes For Rationalizalion

T Ts this the result .of o purely technical
development?  Was it technique gnd sci-
eace, working hand in hand, that made
suchs innovalinns @ possible and  desivable?
Ta.a certain cxtent, ves! ™ Technieal ine
novations always depend upen scientifie
devclopment. Dot perhaps aever before
have technique and sefence played such a
subardinate part to cconomic and social
conditions As today, | Rationalization re-
flects the decay af capitalism wlile on the
pact of the capitalists; it s a desperate
eflort to save thelr sysiem

Capitalists develop industey in order
that, workers may be able to create more
wealth for them and in order to be able
to oufcompete cach other,  But duwing
the nineteenth century thiz developraent
bronght aheut larger and [arger plants
with move and more machinery per work-
er. Heavier and heavier grow the invest-
ments hocessary Tor an up-osdaté plant
At he same time the capitalist ¢lasgs prew
more and more parasitic and therelnre apt
ta spend mare and mare of its profits for
Taxurics. Toss and less became available
for the developiment of jndustry.  This

Camintern? .

dual teadendy iz anc of the fundameital

The

II0) Spring has scarely started,

its peak is alveady over, . What-
ever'rise did oceur was hardly sea-
sonal nnd didn® show the slightest
avidence af any heginning of a gen-
oral recovery. On the conlrary new
unfavorable faelors are becoming
evident. Mareh failures soared:to
a new reenrd. All in all husiness is

al loast 209 helow whal iz con-
sidored normal and even mueh lovwe
er when eompared with the high
figures of 1029, The rise in steel

Economic Week

production which some had hoped
to last thru May has apparenily
ended in March—largely due Lo re-
duced buying by the anto and rail-
way infteresis. Residential building
and alectrie power output have ris-
en but these are considersd only
temporary. The price deeline 1s
conlinuing at an accelerated pace,

with grains touching the secason’s
holloms. The TS, Departmeni of
Labor's renort on wage-culting has
exploded the legends spread about

no wage reductions, All the disap-

“gtoek wmarket which conlinues vetry

“guarter of a DLillion dnﬂars;_']"his

pointed hopes are refleeted in the

sick, Tneome tax teceipts already
show a declineg of more than onc:

will have a still further discour-
aging effeet on husiness and will
only serve to deflate the autumn
demands on which so much is now
heing banked.  Whdh' the sccond
quarter dividends are anncunced in
July, even lower Jevels will he
reached on the Stock Ixchange,

the press and literature of the labor move-, izalion is o e
“rome this contradiction.

More work per manl that is the slogan

contradictions of cpitalism wod -rational-
ization s one of thé altempls to’ over

‘The intensilied  competition  hetween
;thc capatalists themselies also plays a hig
Dnack. With  the westwiod  development
vin the U.5.A. aver, with colonial expan-
itian hampered by a rising revolulionary
lide in the colonics, and finally with
lortiee industrially’ backard Russia torn
| away from then, the capitalists. have a
I mores limited market Tor their products,

4 They must strive harder than ever hefore

o cuteampete each other by towering the
vetss of production.  That -is why, as
Varga says, rationalization development
takes place faster and mare systematieally.
Oy o limidted amount of capital 3 avail-
able Tar this develapment—annther “réa-
son why ik must hrltllns cheap as possible,

Not enly dn the , capitalistd” now  get
mare and bigger ‘plints and mhchinéry
but they now especially strive o make
hath mere efficient. The cheapest methed,
hewever, of lowering the cosls of pra-
duction js by making the workers tail
harder and produce more.  This methad
is limited hy the resistanee the wmkers
will affer and they are therefore 1w a
Ppreal cestent made o tefl Charder thiu
lechnical © improvements.  How  this s
vdene will be dealt with in detail lacer,
LI .

I : o
| Limits of Rationalization

Can the capitalists save -Lhc{r-'systc_m hy
such means? Far I"'rc'-m'_it'! o

The reader may acw ofer the foklow-
ing explanation: " The bosses ¢an™ go on
forever and make their industries more
efficient,  EfMcisncy lins its lﬂnils: it cine
not exceed 1009, RBut this s not cor
rect.  Capitalist prodiiction is inherently
incilicient, ag we shall st in alater arti-
cle. Dut there are econemic and social
limits that will be reached.

First, the processes of ratfonalization ars
nat so cheap when introduced in ald fae
torics. - A new, rationalized faciory is not
' wuch more’ expensive than an old-
fashioncd one.  But to change the old
oncs requites Jots of maney,  Machings,
cven huildings, have 1o be moved in
order Lo cut down an teansportation and
the whale plant often has 1o be reorgan-
ized from top e bowtom, Lotz of equipe
inent has to he scrapped, not beecause
it s warn-out bul because it 5 obsolete.
This has been the stumhltng block of the
Uuglich capitalists,  They have tod many
‘wld-fashioned factorvies and cannot aford
t bring them all up to date. Thercfore
they have fallen short in competition with
other -countHes., © Besides, the expenhses
involved may exhaust ihe capitalists finan-
ciallv,  They will have ne moncy Ieft
with whicli 10 meet daily cxpenscs and
the slightest faltingoff of dieir sales means
a shat-dow=-.  This is” what Kas taken
place in Germany.  Along with repara-
tions payments, rationalization has made
this country hankrupt and it is harder TiL
by the present depreéssion than any ather
country.  Finally, ratiomalization cxpands
the - capacities of production” without a
corresponding  increasc in the  buying-
power of the masses, ” Permanent unen-
pleyment, on n seale unheard of in pre-
war days is the conseguesce. Then there
are the depressions catsed by ‘over-pro-
duction, deeper and lasting lanper than
ever before.  And then, of course, the
wirkers cannat be made ta toil harder ins
defindtely, no matter thte what technical
schemes,

These teadencies will prove  fatal to
capitalisin, cven where it is strenp as in
the TIL5A, Tnstead ol saving capitalism,
rationalization hastens its downfall,

" x w

Having thus hriefly treated ratinnaliza-
tion in its general aspects, we shall in
later articles take wpoits technical pros
te5Ees,

- - The Anthracite Miners Fight!

The Strike in the Glen Alden Co.

Activities of the Gencral Grievance
Commiliee
A special  mecting of the General
Grievance Committee was held oo Tues.
day, March 24, w9 hear 2 repont of the
strike and o plan further action.  So
many tank and file minets came around
tor bear what was tn be discussed thag
the Grievance: Committee meeting  had
Lo hire: a bigger hall in the Y.MUCA,
hmitding where a thousand active strikers
were presenl. Just as the eepular chaie-
wan of the Grievance Committez, Wil
liam Dawvis, opencd the meeting, some one
interrupted saying that the International
and DHstrice officials were at the door
Than manilestitions of general disalisfac-
lina began to make themselves  heard
thrioue the hall. . When the names of
these ofbicials were. mentioned, the leaders
of the Gyievance Commitice would not
pay any altenlion to them because these
officials had hranded the atike as “iller
gal” However, .there were some: mem-
bers of the Grievance Commitiee who
could not vet cee the treacherous rale of
the Iuternational” and: Distriet officials
and they asked that the Jatter be permitted
ta sit on the.stage,  Tinally this was al-
fowed by the chairman,  As they were
marching to the stage, howling and hoos
again’ came from the workérs present.
The General Grievance Committee prov
ceeded with the report.  The discussion
taid hare the damnable conditions and
the system of indirect wagc-ontling, lay-
idg the résponsibility to the present agree-
ment and 1o the district and International
oftcials.  Members of (he . Grievance
Comittee learly pointed out the neces-
sity of the strike especially at the prosént
time. They plso cxpaded Lhe treacherous
vode of the upinn oflicials, shooling ques-
tions at them which they relused to ans-
wer,  Alter long repotts of the Commit
tee, which Iasted scven hours straight, the
fioor was given ta Board Member Kmets
who didn't have anyihing to say except
eall the strike “illegal’” and 1¢ll the miners
to return to work—which wis meb with
& onanimaus hawl,  When Districr Pres-
vdent Bavlan get up to speak, you eould
tee s fnee changing all sors of eolors as
he realized the seqliment of the miners
sowards Bim. He also didn't have any-
thing 1o say excopt that “he couldnt do
asipthing  more - than he was doing™—
which was shoauted down willy the hawl:
“And that's nothing!”  He also ealled
the strike “outlaw™ and told the workers
tu gn hick L work. Then the metion
wias adapted Lo it Teternallonalr Secre-
sary Kennedy and Vice-President Murray
ta fve minutes.  Kenncedy said that the
mingrs were bring Vprotected” hy the
apreement and that the miners should re
turn to work,  When his fve minutes
were up a miner argse and called the
chafrman’s atiention Lo that (act wherer
upan Kenpedy was stopped. Murray was
treafed the same way cxcept that' one
guestion was pul to him which he could
nii answer, Finally a motion was adapted
that the mesting adjowrn nbl 10 o'clock
the nexi day,
. -

Outline of Work for the Strike
- Deeisions as to condueting the strike
in the fuiure were made at this megting,
Among the maost important was the one
providing that the chairmen of ail Jocals
should méct on March 27, at 10 2. m, Lo
draw  up  resolutions  pointing  out . the
grievances and demands and showing why
we are on strike and what we want, aiso
pointing out that the coal operatbrs are
violating past practices and the agrecment
and showiag that our Disteict and Inter.
national officials are serving the coal com-
pany. A Tull mecting of the General
Grievance Commitlee was o take place
on Marehh I8 to approve the tesoludon,
afterwards submitting it to the membership
involved in the strike and then publish-
ing it in the press and informing the
pulblic, K

When the committee for the resslu-
tinn gnt into session on March 27, a cer-
tain Davis came over and said he was a
Federal mediatar; claiming 10 have been
sent here by President Haowver and Lahor
Secretary - Doak. Dot nobady “hothered
about hime  TLike a puppy dog be ran
up and down the hall but nobedy paid

‘I the least attention to him.,

Sa e the leagarship of Lhe strike by
the General Gricvance Commnitice  has
been good and il such leadership con-
rinues there (5 nn doubt that it will be
brought: lo a successful canclusion,

. I
What the N.MUL Ts Doing

The palicy af the "Natinnal Miners
Union™ {the TUUL-union) in this situ
atien shows wery clearly why (his union
has  collapsed and  disappeared as any
force among the miners, Tt does nok
earme in 15 a force supporting the union
arpanizalions conducting the strike,  But
it tells the workers 1o disregard  their
union and hreak away asd join A Rone
exislent ““NWational Miners Union-  In
its attacls it makes no distinetion hetween
different clements in the leadership of the
strike—it attacks the Grievance Commite
tee as =uch. Hts wark helps the other

encmics’ of the strike, :
L I I
What Shouvid the Communists and Pro-
pgressives Po? '

Repardiess of what our opinion may
e ol the differcnt individuals ine the Tead-
ership of the strike, as long as and inso-
lar as they are leading the sirike in the
interest of the werkers against the coal
aperators and apainst the International
afficers’ betrayal, il is our doly of course
o participate most actively in the strike
and tn help the leadership of the sirike.
At the first sign of stopping ot slacken-
ing of thi: strike it will be aur daty to take
up the fight to put out anyone whe would
atlempt any such work against the strike,
The atrike must po an until al! mines
are reopened and the old conditions re-
pored.- .

In the Gengral Grievance Committes
tsell thers are people who are tiying to
chake aff the strike and make the workers
return to work.  The striking workers
‘must not lHsten 1o these people wha ate
playing the same pame as the District
and Trternationa! officials. Out with any-

ane who {5 agrinst the strike!
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PITY THE POOR TRUSTS!

HE air is again astir with a controversy over the relation of the govern-
ment to the big trusts. The small-fry, feeling the painful pinch of

the crisis, is wgain proposing “Limitation of the power of the teusts”, The
big fish, fecling their dividend accounts somewhat cehinped, are putting

forward the idea that the remedy f
still more power, having still moze
life of the country.

or the crisis lies in the tensts having
undisputed sway over the ¢conomic

Of course, no big capitalist will take too sericusly the threats of the

middle class. Still it would be folly

to maintain that thé middie ciass, be-

cause it is being wiped out, is already wiped out and polirically impoteat,

That explains seme of the recent government meastires.
the new battle over the trusts simply marks another stage in the economic

development of the country and jn

In this light,

the consequent changiug class align-

wents. - Again, we will hear loose talk about “good” and “bad” trusts. Pee-
haps the Supreme Court will ‘treat the countey to a new lectuee on “rea-

sonable™ trusts.

Bur nuf:h[ng will be done w interfere with the trusts.

In fact, after the smoke of the “batdle” has clearkd away, we will find
that the government will be more securcly than ever in the hands of the

biggest bankers and manufacturers. .

The governmeint policies toward trusts have gone thru chree main

stages. In the nineties, the middle

decline put over the Sherman Auti-Truse Law. “This was the list gasp of .
ts by the government. Then follow-

the period of castigation of the trus

class on th threshold of its period of

ed the period of investigation, in which the middle ‘class was being driven
back from one position to another and the big trusts were consolidating
their position. These were the “glorious™ days of Wilson and his Clay-

Ito'n Act.

But soon a sort of a new “third cstate” came oun the scene.” The

weortking class, the proletaviar, began
then shifted to a two-faced policy,
tion of the workers with the mid

to come inte its own. The guovernment
On the one hand, it feared a coali-
lle class and sought to divide these

forces opposed to big capital. It therefore gave the workers some empty,

worthless concessions—protection™

man Act. On the other hand, it took steps to 'stré11gllie;: the hold
giant trusts and went out of its way to cncourage teustification. .

Today, we are in the period of

Note the vigor with which the government is pushing cailway consolida-

from prosecution under the Sher.
of the

government instigation of the trusts,
tion. Henry Ward Beer, president of the Fedéral Bar Asseciation of New
York, New Jersey and Connecticut,
anti-mencpely machinery has brokes

put the case well when he said: “Qur
1 down hopelessly, - The name of the

Federal Trade Commission should be changed to the Friendly Fraud Cem-
mission. It is nursing over 100 combines formerly declared eriminal,”
There is miuch discontent in the country, The smiall shopkecpers are
chafing at the chain stores. The government is compelled to make some
numouver to maintain the fiction of being “above the classes and above

the battle’” and thus be able to conti

nue its role of servile tool of the big-

gest capitalist interests. Hence the suit just announced in the UL S. Dis.
trict Court of New York City to dissolve the Sugar Iustitute, whose fifey
corporations refine neacly 90% of the nation’s granulated sugar. *Con-
spiracy and price-fixing” are charged. And the answer of the Sugar En-

stitute 15 to “welcome this action™ a

nd to declare that the govedmment it-

self sponsored it and that its “code of ethics” is a model for all other

industrics.

On the hecls of this came John Edgerton, President of the Naticnal

Association of Manufecturers, with a demand that Congress quit shadow-

boxing and entitely repeal the Sherman Act, as out-of-date, The very
next day the American Bar Association came forwaed with precisely the
same idea: to put a more liberal interprecation upon the “retraint of trade.”
These proposals were put before the Democratic National Committee Iast

month by its chairman John Raskob

from unmecessary handicaps.”

when he demaoded Fto free business

The workers had betcer be on guacd in this whole conteoversy. There
is every likelihood that as a result of merger of the government appara-
tus with the machinery of Big Business will become firmer than evec.

Soon the government: will probabl
big trusts as a way = of the present
And ic will be
dividends, and

y propose still more power for the
crisis. This will be called “planning”.

ing against the workers—for bigger profits, higher
wages. All of this will be done undee cover of “pre-

secution” of the trusts. The corporation lawyets who are paid to shed

tears will cry “pity the poor teusts.”

This cry should not fall on deaf ears!

The workers ought to begin to answer this ery—and answer it in a man-

ner which will relieve the capitalist

magnates of all their burdens of ex-

ploiting and oppressing the city and rural toiling mnsses.

In the Marel 28, 1931 issue of the;

Revolutionary Age we informed our read-
eis about the remarkable cvengs in Braun-
schweig  (Gerwany).  In Braunschweig
the municipil elections gave the Cow-
munist and  Social-dentocrats together @
majority in the muuicipal council. There:
upon suys the Inprecor report: :
: “Recent clectivns cesiited in a Com-
munist and Socialist majority in the
Braunschweigp Town  Counal,  The,
two {ructions Lave now upreed o o
pperate in the Hebt apuinst the bour-
geals minorty,  The Socialists ae
cepted the Conununist, conditions fur
the joint acton, A Sodulise chuire
man and 8 Communist vice eluiran
Cowere eleeted by the Council”
The astodislueent that tids aunuanee.
ment evoked among the revolunwnacy

workers can easily be Dmagined! Wl

w : LY st
has happened w Vsociul-luscisi ™Y la the
Corman Communist Party puing tu e

adupt the tactics of the “lubor cajouity,”
{ Communizt-Sociadist blue) foo advocwting
which the German Communis Qppusibiog
has been abused o the cmeost
manner? . . .

The Rote Fahne strives to explan to
the astonisbed wembers of the Paty Lo
it iz thoe Qe CIPO L du Bres sl
do something lor which  Duey,vsember:
were sl being  expeiled? Rue
Fabne  declures  that the Drownschts
events are to Le attributed “ro the specta
political reactions in Brawaschweig™ which
differ considerably fromn the situation m
the rest of the country™? Al what
are these “specia¥  political  relations:”
The answee: “In Draunschweig there is
an especially sharpened Fascist danger”
Mow we have it! )

1. Wherever the Tasclst dunger
iharp—the Bote Fahme fulooms us—dit is
necessary to fpht it by wenns of o united
front including the Copununists und the

1=

Jueh tuetics?

shasrelul |

Social-demograts,  And this united {rom
is not Lo be mercly, the well knowa “united
front from below™ but the “united {romd
from the tap”—right in the musicipal
cauneil irsell! :
2, What theo s veally Feft of “social-
faselsin'? O the “social-lascist depenera-
tipn of the Sodulgemacracy™?  Cun the
Socialdemocracy be regarded as a Mwing
of Fagcism™ at the same thoe that blocs
are wesde with ir apaiest the bourgeoisic
wnd Fasciain? .

3, Are  wz really to beliove—us the
Rote Tahne trics to suiake our—that - the
Fascist danger ¢ slarp enowgh i Drava:
sehweiy to require united frone tackics
Lur not quite sharp encuih elsewhee for
Is this aot o Tslipgle™ wne
derestisoation  of (the Faseier Jdanger
Gernny? The Conuawudsts and Social-
ists tovether hud o ingjority in Lhe Reicle
aar {with the Duscst boycott) and noiy
have w mafortty in the Prasian Landtag.
Why not united [rone taetivs kere where
s would be cpobiticully of the pgieatest
vovegivible fmportenee? - .
Cd Wiy the waalkening o lated Tase
isi s beon o prewing mensee Tor ey,
many  tmths 6 b had big tdumphs
i tapny paert of Gevmany, Thraoue these
months, the Copenonist Oppositiza never
vensed ite propacanda fov oo united Troont
airsr Fasciun, the establislonent of nan-
ty unitedt oot anli-fuscist aryaniii
livgs,  This activity of the Oppasition was
branded s the worst sort ol opportan
ienn, New, when so much valuable thae
las, been. lost, when s omuny splendid
vppottuiitics for smashing Fuscism thiu
wrtitedl action live been wasted, the Rote
Fahne discovers that the united front i
perhaps 'pcrm:is-sibic—*-in Brounsclwejg!

L 3 s

Cably the comrades 0 Braunschweir—in

]upc.n vpposition to the peneeal Pacty line -

“fo gain o majovity control

The truth fs of courss that very prob- |

A Review of Hoover’s “The Economic Life of Soviet Russia.”

Soviet Challengeto U.S. Capitalism

'1923: EINE VERPASSTE REVOLU

THE ECOMNOMIC LIFE OF SOVIET
RUSSIA, by Calvin B. Hoover, The
Macrillan Co., New York, 1931

Jt is seldem that one Tuns inty
such a thore picce of work on the
Goviet Union, Thi book gives an 2x-
cellent analysis of the structure of
Yoviet eeonomy—the erganizatlon o
industry, agrieulture, qomestm and
foreipn trade, and banking.

The chapters on the social ipsur
ance systermn, and _Pimmc‘d Economy
are guite insiructive. Those inter-
csted  in econemic theory will find
here valuable material in the chupter
Meney. The chapter Laboy miakes o
yuite adequate wnalysis of the present
stutus of the trade uhions in the S_uv-
iet. Union. ‘Uhe book bristles with im-
portant [acts on Soviet foreign policy,
or the “damping” issue, ol the bagic
differences between Socinl-demoerais
amd Commupists and un Soviet agri-
gulture. . :

he auther spent over a year for
the Sociul Scicuee Hegearch Cauncil,
financed by the Rockefeller Foundi-
Lion, and ohtained a gencrally accur-
ate estlmale of the developments,

 %'he Sovict economic system,” he rea-
“lizes, “is not a mere wwdification of

the caghitalistie . . . It is a truly so-
ciadistic esonomy—the first of any
size and importance that ever existed.
In Lis respoct it differs basically
from the kind of cconomic order which
would probably prevail if the Suelal

“Denoeratic Parly in Goérmany or tho

Niritish Labor Pavty in Ingland were
in the
Reichstag or in Parliament ai the
present time,  Yeb the Conanunist
Purty has done so in Hussia”  Here
we have the keyhote of the author's
analysis.

However, much as the beok may be
prajseworthy iu its detuils, and in
its general weusp of the tasks facing
tlie vietorious praletarian reselution,
the author here amd there arrives at
conclusions which peveal a decp-seat-
od anti-Boviet (that [z, anti-wocking-
classy bias, Thus 15 to be wderstood
hig faptastie vemark that: *I1 it were
pessible to put the matter to a free
voto, the writer is convinced that at
the prosent momenl the majority of
the pepulation would vete in favor of
the return of the old Tsarist regime
in prefercice to the present one™

%

The Question of Planned Econowy

Phiyout the capitallst world—uyarti-
ealarly in the United Suntes—the
Lourgeeisic s new geiling one reil
hewdache over the guestion of plan-
ped cconoty. Scavecly a weel puasses
when sonwe learncd Lourgeols profes-
sor does not cone aeross with gome
“fuol-proof” plan to prevent econoinic
erises and unemployment. Dut enly «
cursory perusal of these “pluns” is
necessary b see that they are all of
the “Laydia DPinkham™  and  “Father
John's ltemedy™ type. .

rrom this angle, Professer Hoover
sees clearly that it is 8 cornerstone
of Commurist theory Pthat a goeiulist
swalom can avold nany of the wastes

of capitalism by lthe develepuwnt of

planned ceonoiny®.  Bpeeifically  for
the Soviet Union, we hope Lo ®over-
vome the technieal haekwarvdness of
its  incdustry,  become  independent
evenlUally of furetrn manafactures,
and surpass in point of economic de-
velopment the countries of Western
Europe, and even-ihe U, 5. He fur-
ther recoguizes that the Soviet Unien
Syithin a- decude, will be in a posi-
tion Lo offer a standurd of living
wihich will- compare favorably™. with
thal of lurge gections of the working
masses in the capitalist countries.
Lr. Hoover maintaing that “to a
disinterested observer, the results of
the first year of the IMive Year lan
would have been considered faivly fav-
orable.” But the author believes that
the existence of maximun and mini-
num schedules, coupled with constant
administrative changes in the Plan;
bring about a condition wherely *a
considerable part of the advantage of
the having a Plan is lost.” [ am of
the opinion that 3re. Hoover exag-
gerutes this peint. The dayv-ta-day ad-
minjstrative changes are, in a meas-
ure, unavoidable and the optimun
and the minimum vavignts only af-
fords greater -flexibility in planning.
Rigidity iz neither synonymows wilh
o an integral part 'of genuaine plan-
ted éconvmy, tho it is the very essence
of capilalist “planned” economy.”
~The anthor recdpuizes “that by the
gecond yedrs operation’ of the Five
Year Plan, colleclivisation had al-
ready been carried out to more than
the dogree planned fov the entire Five
Year  HPeriod.”  However, he still
doubls if sueh a siteation can be con-
sitdered .o triuniph for planued econo-
iy, beeause: U0 one  elenwind in
cepnoy Is permitted to dovelep al
f rate muny Umes as great as had
Leen istended, it 3s very likely that
other clesnents in e plan will be
thrown into condusion as a result”
Awain, Hoodver himgelf confuses vigid-
ity with planfulness, 3]
of the authors of the Five Yeur 1Man,

—have steugk the cousse of proletucias
eadidfucity’ wnd wnited strugele under the
dfivect pressure ol the denoods of e
cluss strugele and the o eritwism wi the
Oppositicn,  The Party buroersts found
themselves” in' an cmburrassing  situation:
cither the expilsion of the entive Braun:
sthweig  organization or else o “new
turn’? But the scll<onbradictory chavag:
ter of (his “new tuen™ as well as the
manner o which 6 was exeouted  fully
exposes the Jull Lankruptey of the
tacian course  whizh | stll remiuns
chanpged.

SR
Sun-

Ducliaein, ot

by J ay Lovestone

| recognized this problem of adjustiment
Dand cu-ordination in his Nefes of A#
Feonomist, published about two and 3
half years ago, And the retreat made
- Ly the Central Comuniitee of the Com-
"munist Party of the Soviet Union
: (CPBU), about a year ago (_Ma.ll'ch
19503, furiher revealed a reﬂhzatwni
Pby the Soviet Party that the co_ursei
of Soeialist construction moves In a
spiral curve and not in o straight line,
that eenstant readjusiients are ne-
cessary to secure co-obdination of the
various indusiries. The only thing
is that, under the proletarian dicta-
torship, such socinl planning is possl

Lle, wiile, wider capitalist picce-meal
attempls, it only aggravates the whole
criziz. Witness the disastrous exper-
jenee with the TFederal Farm Doard
and iz Grain Stabilization Corpoera-
tion. ’

How true this 15, can be seen from
Hoover's statoment about the world-
prripping unemploynent problem and
the Bovicet Union. Says the aulhor:
“he geanpmic systom of the Boviet
Univn has the possibility of proevent-
ing unemployment to an extent which
is almost impossible for the unmodi-
fied capilalistic  syston’  Ilcover
should have added that all these ¥me-
difications” have vuly worsened mat-
Lers, .

It i hard 1o soe why Calvin Hoow-
er says that “such suceess as has
een achicved by the Ylan, so far i
duc mwve to the ability to interclerc
authevitatively in  the cecneany ef
the country ... rather than to the efli-
paey of planning ag the teru is usual-
Iy understomd” [laven't the Kocke-
fellers, Morgans, Schwabs, Fords,
aud Baskobs enough power? And have-
wi they been deing everything “to
interfere authoritatively in the econo-
wmy of the country and to take diveet
action to unravel aay ccononmic soarl
which wmay have developed”™! And
who is thete to stop these capitalist
giants from taking still more power®
Yet, loock at the chuos in American
vapitulist ecouolny.  Ubviously, it is
not the insefleient but the all-sufli-
clent power of the eapitalist, the in-
herent feaiunre, the very basts of capi-
talism that has itself brought on all
the disruption in Anerican economy
today. :

ER
Dacs It Pay?

in his chapter on Russion Commun-
s wnd Humon  Welfure  Hoover
raises the guestion whether the Sove
it systemn and its sugcesses Mgive
promuise of any resalts which may
eompensate the Hussian people for
what they have suffered? This iz the
guestion now being raised by Ameri-
cah non-Commuinists i pencral and
“Liberal” anti-Communistz in parti-
culer.  They uo lenger guestion the
sueeess of the “Socialist experiment.”
They now vaise the question of whe-
ther it pays after all -

Applyinge  this  “pragmatie’  and
“gugeess” yardstick—so typical of the
Ameriean bourgesis philosophers and
ceonomists—Hoover proclaims that:
“Militant hatred has becone perhaps

the  most  prominent  psychological
chavactervistic of Russinn Commun-
s .. Lcever hefore ay the human

soul been so placed in bonduge .
Never in history have the mind and
spivit of man been so robbed of froc-
ot and digmity . .. Living condilions
- Russta have been worse during
the present year (han at any time
sinee the Great Fanine and the inayg-
ruratbion of the New Heonomic policy.
Cortainly 1if the aeerage  {(Hoover's
cuplingis) standard of living of Tsar-
izt thmes be commpared with the aver-
ags (Hoover's emphasis) standard of
livingr at the present time, present
living conditions must he said te he
much inferior >

I'irgt of ull, let's sec what's true

in  these explosions apgainst  the
SU\'I(:.'t order.  Of eourse, all Com-
munist  Parties  amd  rovelutionary

workers cannot but have a2 militant
hatred of the capitalist system and
the hourgeots ruling cluass.  Likewise,
never befure our victory in Russia,
have the capilalist and . semi-feudal
tuploiter souls been “so  plaesd in
bondage”. ~And cextainty the avorage
Knluk or remnant of the former city
bourgeoisie is today enjoying a stand-
ard of living inferior 1o the one he
had under the Cear. Appurently, Mr.
HMoover, whether  consciousiy, sub-
seipusly or unconsciously docsi’t reak
ly maller very much, follows the path
of averuge Dourgeols thinker: he sees
in the capitalist ruling class the sym-
Lol and cauivalent of all seciety and
he eonfuzes the bourgeoisic with the
preat wmass of people, 1the gront mass
of the workers and peasantry |
That this is so ecan le seen even
from the suthor’s own subscquent ad-
migsion that: "When the advantiges
of the shorier working day, vucations,

workers' clals, and sosisl inzareanee

are considered, it must be recognized
thut oven during the present hard
times the laberer has gained frow
U Revelution.” r, Hoover evén ul-
devstands and conflesses that the “the
standard of life is so low now, lavge-
ly beeause of the determination of the

TION? Die deutsche Okrolerlegende

und die wirkliche Geschiclite von 1923

by A. Thalheimer, funius Verlag, Ber-

li, 1931,

The events of the Germaa 1923 Oy
rwber” vecupy a very signibeunt pluce in
the Jong and treulled story of the preat
nistorical grisis in which the Comouaist
Internationul Bods stselfl ur the present
tuoee,  For it wus iu Guermany in 192324

Pary to wmake it much higher in the;
Fulure” “Hut unless a famine. ory
o war intervenes ithe vesulls of the;
proesent Five Year Plan will enable a!
most proncunced improvement in the
standurd of living during the Five
Yoar Plan which may be expected té
Fullow this one™

One must answer the question by
asicing another guestion,  "Dees 7f
pay?”  should be met with: “Fu»
whom does 4t puy?® The capitalists?
Cevtainly not!  The wealthy luwnd-
owners? Never! The workers? Cer-
tainly, wes!  The great mass of the
peasantry? OF cowrsel It is remark-
able how hourgeois spokezmen Lend
to slip away from ‘the motecial; the
vijective, into the metaphysical when
their lasic cluss interests have lLecn
lost or are about to be loat. Thus, if
the “humuan soul”™ and "the spirvit of
mal™ mean anything at all, they cer-
{ainly have been tremendeusly devel-
oped by the vietorivus working class
revolulion in Hussia.  Ilow olse ex-
plain the magnificent, sweeping, crea-
tive spirit now expresserd in the UGS,
S.R. on the greatest mass scale in his-
tory?  How else explain the great
achievements ‘of the Soviel wasses in
ceonpiny,  cdueallon,  sociul-polities,
literature, avtk and seience sinee the
Levolution?  Tieleed, wo wne wouwld
sanely dure to compare the mental tor-
poy uf the muass of peasants and work-
erd widler Czarvisie with the poneral-
Iy wivide, self-exprossive, and initia-
tive-braeding condition of the mueses
wiler the Soviet led Ly the CF.S8.U.

We can approach this guestion of
vost i still another mauomer.  Yes!
We are paying a lLieavy price for our
sieeegses nthe USS I In the main
this price 15 50 heavy beeause our
Russtan hrothers have mde the oty
victorious Socialist revelution today.
We, therelore, are compelled {o pra-
eaed with our construction of Sogiul-
isin in a eonditivt where the U.S.8.10
is in a virtual state of milidarvy slege.
En short, it is the huperialist, the capi-
tulist, strength outside of Russia, o
the U, 8., in Inglund, Franee, Geo-
mehy, ele, that s responsible tfor the
hewvy price we are forced (o pay for
Gur progress in the Soviet Tnion.

Yor, after all, the question must be
vigwed historieally.  In compurison
with the prive paid by the English
ww_:king elass in the Tndustrial Bevo-
lution (eapitelist aceumulation} over
so many decacdes, vur Iussian bro-
ters arc payving a very smadl priee

vin boilding up & Seeielist economy,

Then, the Bnglish workers were pay-
thg with their sweat awd blood wnd
life and liml {o baild ap indestries
il wealth for the capitalists, ‘L'eday,
in the Hoviet Union, the worlers nre
walking  saerifices  mowentarily  to
builid up the worlds greatest jndus-
iries for thentselves—Tree from all ox-

thit we fnd, in the first stages of their
deviloprent, preciscly those talse poli
cul merhods and dangeroas practices that
lic at the oot of the world orisis in rtie
Communist movement today,  The story
of the 19235 events and their abtermath
alveady show us: the mechanical and un-
seitical temnsierence of the cutlook anc
wethods of the CESV). o the revolu
tionary tasks of the YWest European cupl
tithst world, the systematic and deliberata
extension of factivnal  sicuationg  within
the CESU w other Parties withoue re
gard to Lhe conditions [ these Purties o
tw the pelitical appropristeness of any
such extension; she wnserupulous shiftin
of resposadbility from the highest organ
of the Comintern on to specially chose
SUOpLpionts; the usc of the worst burgerati
wethods in political  strugples— -Fande
and abuze, exide, distortion of histury, et
Are nob these the Teatares of the presen
ceisis g the C17 0 Withoue o thero un
derstanding of what really lappened |
Gierwrany (e 1923, without the comple
desteuction of the wltradelt leeend tha
has been Luilt wp arcund these event:
withous w complete expositivn of the res
ervovs of 1928, no uppreciaion of the siy
nifcance ol the crivs in e Cowiner
i peassible.

The losgaaited pamphle: by Cow
ride Thalhelwr s o miracle of compee
sipn el clene elucidution. It beging b
tracing the historical role of the ultva-ie
legend abous the Ocrsler events as e
pressed Iniks most extreme feon by Teo
sky in The Lessons of Qctober;

“Point 2. Gusny,  Even more i
teresting @5 the guestion of the deles
of the German proletarioe in ool
af lagt year,  There we had in the
seoond hall of Jast wear o clussica
demonstration of o guite extruordi-
arily faverable situation of world ki
toizul sgnifcance that wos  missed.
How this bervend ovigimated o otk

cannection with the gatheriny ineec-Pact:
strugele in the Soviet Union, how I pro-
duced a complete vightaboutfaee in the
attitadde of ehe Comintern to the Geroma
events, heow it hecome a fandunenty
poeint of support for the Fischer-Maslow
veglme n 192425 and how i owas rovived!
i1 the days of [9I8-1928-1930 as o sup
port far the current ultewdeft cegime—
all this is teld in the most coecise anc
duceinating  nwnner by Comrade Thal
leimmer.

Bur the most valuable pare ol this
paphlel is surely its analysis of the clus
furces in Germany o 1943 a3 comparce
with those fn Bussio in 1917, followed by
a thoro exgiminution of dhe resd history ol
1923 and cthe rale of the Parly in the
siuation.  Thalleimser shows thar in 1923
the wictory of Comununism was preveated
in the Rret place by carcfully timed aond
appropriate Jolul wetion of the Awerican,
Gritish and German bourgecisivs, ably

Ploitation. And lock at the heavy price

the American workers have been pay-
ing and will continue to pay for some
Lime vet iy order to develop the much-
vanited mass produclion and effivien-
ei of indestev—rfor (heir Losses ai
net for themselves, Who cannot hear
the millions of jubless pounding the
pavements day b and day out?
* N X

Elisturical Significance of the U.S.5.R.

Finally, the author emphusizes Hatg
the Suviet challenge is a world chgl-
lengre. He suys: “Uhe results of the
great experiment in the colleetivizn-
Livin and mechanization of agricul-
lure in the Soviet Union is of vital
significance tu the whole world,” Na-
turally, to the present vuling class,
the phenvimenon of the workingelass
tuling  is always un “experiment”,
Still Mr. Hoover eoncludes that: “The
significance to the capitalistic world
of developments in the Soviet Utiien
cannot be exaggerated ., . Unless in
the meantime vapilalism has notally
itmproved its technique of mdvketing
and distribution, s that undeveon
sumption and unemployment ecan be
prevented, and unless the stundard of
living of such workers in the cwpital-
igtic world shall hove been material-
ly raized, the World Roevolution will
berin to make rapid strides.”

Alb in all, The Eewnomiv Life of
Sewivt Russie 1s a {irst clasy book—
stimulating, though-provoking = and
wolthy of the most eareful study. Le-
spite its short-cowmings wnd the it iy
written definitely from the non-work-
ing cluss viewpoint, every  worker,

every” Commmunist especially, shoyld:
read this book, A critical examinalion -

of its timely contents offers much in
roward to those of us whe desive to
by adoguately equipped In cor sirog-
sle to follow the Tnspiving example of
our Russian brothers,
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{ meniary
Pooverenents, af the relations of the fe-

seppuried by the Cermae Soclil-demoe
i raey, and, s the second place; by the s
Ptalkes of the Party and its lendership.
i With the clinge o the objective sifusign
ltee the Cune strike Caiddle of Auprust,
19133, the captuce ol puwer in Germany
wos wn’ longer an objective  possibibity.
Tlhis  was  ecogaized—as  Thulleimer
pives atleowite materisl o prove—-by the
Comintern and by wll irs leading clemens
{Zinavigw, Bukharin, Stalin) vight up to
the beginning of 1924, In this situation.
the Party leaderstip (in aprcemene with
the BCCT wied to operste upon a loog:
runge strategic plan based exclusively up
v the October experiences in Russin
In addition, the Parey leadership made
aulaber of very scrivus crrovs in its polic
ticab activitics i the period afrer the
Cuno strike bur these errors were not
the “opporttunist” errovs cae hawe  all
heard su muoch aboue e really wlera-left
corers {neglect of pactial demands, meg
lect of political prepurations for insur-
rection in favor of wilitaey-techndcal prep-
arativns, ete) In fact, ws Stalin wrote
in August 1923 *“Ia my optnion we must
hold back the German comtades and not
deive them forward.” A serious wnofysis
of these crrors—which so [ar bas been
widertaken only by the Guennan Come
wunist Opposition—is surely an fmpor-
tant phase of the idealogical development
of the Comintern.

On the basts of the study of the Ger-
man 1923 cvents Thalheiner closes the
pamphlet with o section on Some wof the
fost Important Lessons.  He calls atten
tion to the necessity {ar strang, idenlopi-
cally independent Parties capable of in
dependent analysts and pulitical iniiative
as an esgential prerequisite Tor the fulfil
meut of the leadicg role of the Com-
amnizt Purties in the revolutiomary strug-
tale. He poiets oot that o eonoecticn
Pwith the Russisn Revelution not all o
artenton must be concentrated on Outober
1917 but some at least upon the -chicty
lany years of development of the Russian
reenlutionney Socialist movement.  Treat-
went of the questions of political prepara-
tiops of the vevolution, of the avmine
[ i ehe proletaciut, of the role of parlia-
Cunendst-Secinlist coalition

tovy councils to palitieal Waorkers Counne
cils  fRavictsd  conclede: the aliogethe
too briel paniphler,
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The Syphilitic Interpeetation of History

A reader sends in the following
from the Jowrne! of the Amcerican
Medicyl Asseciution of March 7, 1531,
which serves to symbolize the present
gtate of bourpeois culture and social
“acienee’:

“Prof, Dr. Louis Nekam, the
newly elecked rector magnificus of
the Budapest University, in his
inaugural address discussed the in-
fluence wiich syphilis has exeried
on the histury of the werld, He
told his heurers, wilh dramatic
vigor, that this vew diseuse of the
renaissunee transformed the world,
Tt sepprated Cogland from the Ro-
man Cuathelie church when King:
Henvy VIIL whe doubtiess had
syplilis, hald a Herve cOntroversy
with Pope Clement V1I, who re-
tused to declave hiz mavrisge with
Catherine disolved, Ilad Catherine
not broughi to the world stifl-born
children and a girl, the later Queen
Mary, with characteristic mani-
festutions of congenital syphilis,
Henry VIII would nct have iried
{o hasten hiz union with Anne
Boleyn. Being unsuweesssful in the
lawlful way, King Henry threw u-
side his cohtcetion  with  Rome.
England lLecanie Protestant, and
instead of a continental power be-

came w naval power, - Professor
Nekam  further  cxplained  how
gyphilis  detervined the ways of
countries, nations, cultural cue-
rents and fashions™

- 4 ¥

$300,000,000 iy dividends was paid out
to tock-holders on Aprib 1. A fne April
Fool juke on the workers!

PP
A Holy Alllance )

A Jewish sl and vegetalle merchuant
vy Czechogovakin Lhos become librarian
al the Hebrew Depactnest of the Vane
curt, The Pope bus to furnish Lim with
A Tminvon” oy o» prayerquorum of 10
Jews, w kosher kitchen, two sets of dishes
wnd gther appropeiate surrousdings. As
art ex-Bsh werehaot, Reb Fried will soun
have a movepely of the Friday fush rrade
af e Paps! City and will end up by
waning the YWatican, pawning the Pope's
pold crucifin aod advanging funds aguinst
the next year's collecton of Peter’s Pence.

LR .
Telling the Chuech Where To Ger Off

John E. Edgerton, President of the
Nationad Asseciation of Manufuetur-
ers warned a econference of Protest-
ant, Caftholic and Jewish churchinen
apninst anenploviwent nsursnce.

“What need,” ha asked them,
“have people for God and  the
church when human government is
undereaking to do everything fo
them thal God and church pron
ise? If the povermment is to pro-
tecl theom against the conzequen-
ey of economic misfortune, if it
insists on playing Santa Claus to
them in the dayvs of their want,
then why should they worship any
uther power than that of the gov-
etuntent that coddles thean

The rabbis, priests and ministers
ware indipnant at this plain-speaking
but fu onee the avech-revctivnacy was
telling the truth,

The chief fwiwtion of the church
today is to tell the poor thal their
poverty and miscry are o blessing be-
caise they are o guarandee of thieker
pie in the sky by amd by, Onee man
iurns hiy wttention e builiing a de-
cent world on earth, all the sellers
ef apivrn to the people and gilt-edpu
shares of Celestial I'referred, will be
out of a job. And it will be uscless
for them fo look Ffor a new racket;

liave o go Lo . ..
W
The Psalm of the Subway

Rev. Dr. Samuel Trexler, president of
the Lnited Seates Lutheran-Syned, urged,
in his Palbn Sunday sermon at the St
Jemes Lutheran Cliorch, that “time spent
travelling in the subway should be used
in praymy™  Here {5 & suggested prayer:

Oh Lord, T thank Thea for Thy Subway,

For the bicssing of being among great
oyuititudes,

Far the sweat and the swelter and the
steneh,

For the hainbling of the spie, the wilting
of the body and the mortification
of the flesh,

For the grecd of the traction mugnates and
the preater greed chat has begotten
vur slum-infested Bubylon,

For the clbow in my rib and the knee in
my back, I thask Thee.

Heaven!
L

Oh Lord, I thunk Thee for eady rising

Por the Great Buemy s ever watchfulb to
corrupt idleness,

Thy pity, Oh Lovd, for the: poor rcich
whe are still sleeping,

Whose flesh is corruptad by the absence
~of an abwo: clock

That blessed invention which is Thy gift
to torture my spint for the good
af 1y soul.

O Lord, T shuclder at the corruption and
hurible Laee

Awaiting those who arize wot until Thy
duydighe is comg o

Adge] those that desee oot Forth until Thy
s[5 shinieg,

Blessed art Thou whe leadest me into
durk places but dost not abanden
me,

Verily, Thou heldest o strap over my
fene

Angd Thow suppottest e when [ am faint

by the pressure of many men and
WU

Tive rone of Thy subway i3 like the roar-
ing af o multitude of lions in the
Luce of Thy sceevant, Daniel.

Tha they stea =nd bewilder e, vet they
cunnot destroy ‘me utterly.

Thy Ride and Thy Strap wilt follow me

ol the days of my life,
And in the kst days shall T nor fear Thy

H11
For have T aot known Thy Subway?
Amen!
B.DL.W.

they'll have to go Lo work, or they’ll
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