
The Revolutionary Age 
A Chronicle and Interpretation of International Events 

VoL I, No. 19 

A Bourgeois 
T HE mind of the bourgeois is peculiar. It is a 

perverted thing. It is the mind of the master­
and the master is an enemy of life and human-

ity. 

I had an insight into the bourgeois mind the other 
day. I was riding to New York from Boston, and 
in the "smoker" a gentleman sitting beside me started 
a conversation. He was a clean-cut fellow, very ami­
able and courteous. Doing you a favor-if you were 
of his class, or he thought you were-was a pleasure 
to him. "Business" was all over his appearance. 

The conversation was of a fragmentary character. 
He was very emphatic in his opinion that "the only 
good Genllan is a dead German," very violent and 
implacable. He mentioned his wife a number of 
times, very beautifully and sympathetically; and in 
speaking of his son, wh.o was in France and had been 
for one year under fire, a great love welled up in 
his heart. His son, it was clear, was a comrade. On 
the whole, in spite of his attitude toward the Ger­
mans. a pleasant old gentleman. 

Something lle said informed me that he was riding 
from Lawrence, Mass., to New York. and that in 
a business way he was connected wit'h the textile 
mills. Katurally, I steered the conversation to the 
strike. Immediately, a -completely new man was 
shown to me-a man who had "sympathy" for a 
worker only if that worker was meek and abject; a 
man who believed in the most brutal means' to make 
the worker "satisfied" with his conditions; a man 
who would go the limit in protecting his class inter­
ests. 

"There is a great labor unrest," he said. . "The 
workers got good wages while the war tasted but 
instead of savin~ it they spent it on drink and other 
unnecessaliY things. They should have known that 
the war wouldn't last forever. It is stupid of them 
to expect that, now the war is over, ,they should get 
the same high wages. In the Lawrence mills they 
made as much as $30 and $40 a week." 

My cue was to innocently indicate surprise, and 
I asked about the newspaper reports that the strikel II 
earned about $16 a wee~. 

"The unskilled workers get that," was his answer. 

"Are the unskilled in the majority," I asked. 
"Yes." 

"The textile workers earn $30 or $40 a week"­
but the majority are unskilled, and they earn only 
~16 a week .... 

"The strikers are pro-German," continued the nice 
gentlemen. '~Ime Kaplan, their leader, was against 
the draft. He's a bad tnat' and we're goiHg to deport 
him." (This with absolute assurance, as if he was 
the government: but isn't his class the government?) 

"These foreign workers are terribly ignorant. They 
fall for the Bolshevik stuff. Hut (exultingly) we're 
just deporting S4 of these dangerous agitators, and 
we'll deport more." 

"There seems to be a good deal of protest against 
these deportations," I suggested. 

';~ot very much," he answered. "But even that 
we'll prevent. Thousands are being prepared tor 
deportation, and they 'will be shipped across the COIIII­
try arId Ollt quietly alld secretly .. 'lO olle u·ill knm(; 
allythjllg about it except the govemme1lt, so that 
there U'OIl't be any agitatioll about it." 

He said this in a quiet, unemotional, matter-of-fact 
,tone, as if the enormity of depriving a man of even 
the little opportunity for defence that the law affords 
was a natural thing. . . . 
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on Strikes and Deportations 
"This labor unrest must he severely dealt with," 

continued my bourgeois companion. "The 1. W. W.'s 
and the Bolsheviks must be crushed. Haywood is a 
dangerous man; he's in jail now and he'll stay there. 
Those whom we can't deport we'll jaiL" 

I asked him whether, in his opinion, the labor un­
rest would last long and whether it would have dan­
gerous consequences. 

"~o," was his confident answer. "It's a sort of 
epidemic and will die out; it's all over the world. But 
we'll wait. and can afford to wait; and we'll also use 
the iron fist. What we need is a State Constabulary 
to use during strikes. The police are not enough; but 

Are You in the Fight? 
Three weeks, and the great textile strike in Lawrence, 

Mass. is as solid as ever, acquiring new strength and 
detennination. 

The strikers, 30,000 of them, are isolated. opposed 
by press a11l1 state, ·having practically no money, but 
they are determined to wage the fight to the end. 

They are prohibited from holding demonstrations in 
the streets by a city government prostituting itself to 
the mill barons: but the ~rikers fight. They are terror­
ized by the police and theIr pickets arrested. They arc 
refused permission to bold mass meetings on the com­
mon by a municipal govc:rnmimt detennined to crush 
the industrial revolt: but the strikers fight. They are 
refused' satisfaction in thc'r 'protest againSot these out­
·rages by the Governor of the State of Massachusetts: 
but the strikers fight, fight on and on. 

The strikers have practically no money. 11hey are 
living-if you can call it hving-()n short ·rations; but 
starvation dO<!s not lessen their determination. 

Threats have been made to deport the strike leaders; 
the whole 30,000. strikers thereupon made application 
for passports for all of the", to leave the country. Can 
you crush that spirit? 

The men, women and children of- the Lawrence mills 
arc maintaining the fight, In~pired by tileir courage. 
textile worker~ in other towns are considering a strike­
a general textile strike. A great industrial' strike in 
al1 the textile mills seems to' be coming; and this 
general strike would flame through the country. in­
spiring action everywhere. That would be a great event. 
That would give a mighty onward push to t.he emanci­
pation of the American working class. 

But money i~ needed. Money is needed to feed the 
women and children; money is needed to buy even the 
small portion of necessaries required to sustain life. 
Money is needed to spreaJ the strike. 

'ViII .\'011 help? Now? 
Scnd 1I10ney to C. STLIN, ~5 Washington Strect, 

Hoston. Mas~. 

the State Constabulary, with their horses, their shot­
guns and their clubs, can move frol)1 place to place 
easily and quickly, and maintain order against strik­
t:rs <1n(\ llolsheviks. 'We'll get a Constabulary s,Oon. 

"Then Sanmel Gompers' return will help matters. 
GOlllpers is a very sensible and able man. The union 
officials are doing all they can to deal properly with 
the employers; in Lawrence they are against the 
strike: but Bolshevik agitators are getting the men 
against their officials. Gompers will stop this. We 
111uSt have conciliation and arbitration, instead of 
strikes. It was the union officials who prevented a 

.~ 

revolution in Seattle. 
H __ \merican manufacturers must meet foreign com­

petition, and in order to do this the high wages paid 
during the war must come down. Labor must be reas­
I.nable. if (;ompers can't make labor reasonable, we'll 
do il in our own way." 

I asked him what would he the result of the Law­
relll'e strike. 

"They'll be beatell," he answered confidently. 

"They must have the jobs in order to live. We'n 
starve them into submission." 

Isn't this characteristic? Here is a man, full of 
sympathy and courtesy in relation to his own family, 
to his own class, with absolutely not a spark of sym­
pathy for the workers; kind toward his own, but 
brutal to the workers. 

But this is the psychology of the master. The 
workers are there, in their opinion, to work and keep 
the wheels of industry running; they are as necessary 
as the machine, and just as imporiant-or unimport­
ant. They have no rights. The sense of mastery de­
velops contempt in the master toward those /who 
work for him; and contempt becomes brutality. 

The bourgeois is a dual personality. They are not 
necessarily brutal, as such; they may have wells of 
sympathy and affection for their own .. but the men, 
women and chiJ.dren of the working class are dirt 
under their feet. 

Mastery degrades the master and the slave. That 
is inevitable. It is a perversion of life, and it perverts 
the finest instincts. The gentleman I was conversing 
with was not a hrute; in .fact, he was a fine fellow, 
in his way: he was not at all conscious of the brutal­
ity in his attitude toward workers, $trikers and agit­
ators. 

When will the workers realize this? When will 
they realize that under the system of capitalist eco­
nomic mastery they are not humans, but beasts of 
L·urden, machines for the production of profit? They 
do not have the opporturiity to really live; they live 
to work, to make profits. Under Socialism alone will 
they work to live, to make joy and happiness for all. 

My gentleman acquaintance was wrong. The labor 
unrest will not end-it will become stronger and more 
general: the workers must and will strike. more and 
more; Gompers will not check the revolts of the 
workers-Compers will himself be repudiated; the 
masters cannot starve the workers into submlssror.­
the workers are coming to realize that they must 
act definitely and finally to become masters of their 
own lives by becoming masters of the shops, ,mills 
and mines in which they must work in order to live. 

We are in a revolutionary age; in an age when 
Capitalism is breaking down, and the working class 
realizing its enornlOtls power and the necessity for 
.action. The State Constabulary and depof;tatioD6 
cannot frighten the workers. :\ club and a gun can­
not purchase food for the workman's family or yield 
him joy in life: human needs will prove mightier 
than guns and clubs. Deporting men and women 
cannot deport their ideas: wherever there are work­
ers. there is oppression: wherever there is oppres­
sion, there are revolts and strikes; wherever there 
are str-ikes and revolts, Socialism develops, revol­
tionary Socialism. Oppression, strikes and Socialism 
are an expression of the human needs of the working 
class: and these needs are universal, therefore rev­
olutionary Socialism is universal. Deport every single 
agitator and Socialist'; and to-morrow, out of life 
itself, will develop a host of new agitators and_Social­
ists, tempered and made as steel by the fires of re­
pression. 

Capitalism degrades man and perverts life. Life 
itself will coocluer Capitalism, life itself will revolt 
against the power that stultifies life. 

My conversation with the bourgeois gentleman, 
in the "smoker" in which were other bourgeois gentle­
men. soldiers and workers, confirmed my faith. It 
is coming! Strikes-more strikes-then the Rev­
olution, and Socialism. 
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We need to have the clear party note sounded 
now and our position sharply defined as an un­
compromising ret10lutionary party if we are to 
take alld hold our rightfUl place in the' in tensa­
tional movement. We have got to plant our 
barty upon tlte rock if it is not to be swept away 
in the oncoming tempest.-EUGENE V. DEBS, 
February IS, 1919. 

A League for Camouflage 
THE draft of the "constitution of the League of 

Nations" is ready. The most vital provision of 
the "constitution" is that providing that the League 
shall have an Executive Council of representatives 
from the "Big Five"-the United States, Great Bri­
tain, France, Italy and Japan. The control of the 
affairs of the League is in this E.'rec4,tiz1e Council. 
and IIlis C011t1cil cOl/sists of five flations! The "League 
of Nations," as projected, follows closely the tencrenq 
of modern trust Capitalism-the "Big Five" hold the 
majority stock, while all the other nations who may 
come in will constitute the minority stockholders. A 
League that is controlled by five big imperialistic, 
powers is not a League of Nations but a League' 
against the nations. It is an alliance of the victors 
in the war, for world dominion; it is, moreover, a 
camouflage to disguise the imperialistic appetites of 
the powers and to "satisfy" the longin~s of thc 
masses, ,who have blcd in the war, for permanent: 
peace. It is a deception. and betrayal--Capit3!lism 
can do nothing else but deceive and betray the masses. 
As against this League against the nation, our for­
mula is: overthrow of Capitalism and Imperialism 
as the neces!'iary preliminary to the organization of 
a League of Nations throug'h international Commun­
ist Socialism. 

Industrial Revolution 
I N an interview, Mayor Ole Hansen, of Seattle. de-

clares that the recent strike of 70,000 workers "was 
an attempted revolution. . . . 'File plan was to start 
the revolt here and have it spread to other cities .... 
The intent. openly and covertly, was for the over-­
throw of the industrial system: here first. then every­
where." Mayor Hansen admits that there was nri 
violence in thc :.trike yet hoasts openly of the fad 
that machine guns and rifles were to be used by tnc 
municipal government. The Seattlc strike did not 
revolutionize the industrial system; but it is an enor­
mous factor in revolutionizing the conscioltsness and 
modes of action of the American proletariat. The 
Seattle strike, apparently, caved in because of the 
betrayal of union officials, upon whom the strike was 
imposed. and hecause is seems t1'!e workers were not 
yet prepared to come to grips with the enginery of re­
pression. and seize power. But the day will comc 
when the union officiall'; and all other traitors will be 
swept aside; the day will come when the proletariat 
is pr('pared to seize power: and tllm we shall have 
the industrial revoilltion, and Socialism. J n the in­
terval-preparc ! 

They are Still There! 
T HERE is. at this momcnt. an utter confusion COII-

cerning the Al\ies' policy toward Soviet RU5sia. 
Secret diplomacy i!'i in action. Rumors are that the 
Prinkipo Conference is to he abandoned: is this he­
cause tl'e nol~heviki ~core(1 'h" acc('pting-? _,\n0tlwr 
rumor is that a new conf('r(,T1('C will h"l1('\<1 som/'­
where el~c·. 

The New Yorl- l-florld. F('bruary l~. aCClbes the 
factions opposed tf) the Soviets of bein~ tainted with 
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"read iUII as we)) as cowardice," and says: "In the 
mCiin. they seem to be without popular support. We 
cannot wonder at,the lade: of faith in them when we 
reflect that they do so little to inspire respect and 
confidence and depend altogether on external force 
to establish their rights." 

The American Government has announced that its 
troops are to be withdrawn in the spring, when 
weather wil1 permit; in the meantime two companies 
of engineers are sent to Archangel to "facilate" this 
departure. 

Still, fighting proceeds against the Soviet Republic. 
The Soviet Republic is still isolated from the world; 
it cannot communicate freely - with the world, nor 
Jlurchase food and machinery. Is it the purpose of 
the Al\ies to isolate Russia, and starve it? Promises 
:tnd proclamation~ are frequent~t alien troops are 
still at Archangel and Vladivostok! 

Our N. E. C. 

T HE National Executive Committee of the So­
cialist Party -is developing intense resentment 

against it among the party members. This resent­
ment is preparing to burst forth in a struggle for the 
capture of tRe party for the party, for revolutionary 
Socialism. 

Th"! armistice and the German Revolution came in 
November; great events requiring great action-but 
our N. E. C. was dumb and inert. No clear call to 
action: no call for an immediate emergency National 
Convention of the party. The N. E. C. had neither 
initiative nor courage in the great crisis. 

Local after local of the party demanded an emer­
g-ency convention; but the N. E. C. at its January' 
sessi')\1 refused to issue the call, and instead issued 
a call for an, "amnesty convention" in May, together 
with bourgeois liberal organizations. The intent was 
clear: to satisfy the membership with a convention, 
and sabotage the call for a party convention. Party 
rn.atters l'annot be discussed at this "amnesty con­
vention:" and. moreover, the issue of political pris­
oners should be a class and Socialist issue for the 
party. We must end the dickering and compromising 
with bourgeois liberals, who are potentially counter­
revolutionary. On this head, the Detroit Socialist 
Party has sent the following resolution to the Na­
! ional Secretary: 

"We. the Executive Committee of Local Wayne 
Connty (Detroit). at our regular meetinll January 30. 
H)J9, protest against the activn of the National Exe­
cutive Committee in calling ~ so-caned Convention in 
lIssnciation with reactionary bourlleois organi7!ations of 
all kinds. and failing to calt a regular Convention. which 
is sn urgently needed at th;. time to thrash out diffi­
culti,'s arising within our ranks due to the world situa­
tion." 

Other locals have protested against this "conven­
tion:" and they have protested, moreover, against 
the arhitary act of the N. E. C. is designating Algeron 
r.e(~. John M. Work and James Oneal to "represent" 
the party at the Berne Congress, and against parti­
t'ipation in the Berne Congress. 

:\ccordin~ to our party constitution. the N. E. C. 
has 110 right to ~elect "international delegates." -When 
t l1C motion to designate delegates was submitted to 
the No E. c.. member Katterfield called the N. E. C.'s 
attention to the unconstitutionality of the motion, and 
refused _ to vote. Comrade Katterfield was right; but 
he should have gone a step further. and appealed to 
fhe memhership to prevent the N. E. C. from usurp­
in~.! authority: there must be mass action in the party 
:\~:ain~t our reactionary officials. 

The altitude of the N. E. C. is determined by the 
fat't that the maiority of its membertl are adherents 
of moderate Socialism. and they are acting to prevent 
th(' revolutionarv sentiments of the party from con­
qnering the party. They are moderates; they have 
It'arnt nothing and forgotten, nothin~; they are not 
in harmony with the revolutionary ideals and policy 
now vitalizin~ the international movement. Thev are 
nteclging- our party to the counter-revolutionary Berne 
Con~ress. to the yellow "International." 

There is real activity in the party-intense revolu­
tionary aspirations. But all this finds no expression 
in our X. E. c.: on the contrary, the N. E. C. is a 
(lamper on the party. The activity of the party locals 
is isolated: there is no national unity of action. The 
X. E, C. should have issued a call to the great 
'.f l'lI;;-g!c: hut it did not: it is paltering, evading. There 
i, the proletarian revolution: there is the problem of 
tlw new International: there are great strikes. 
'!'.'\"eloping' mass action - but our N. E. C. does not 
,: l't: it rqwt'sses. 

Th(' pre;'(,l1t N. E. C; we are convinced, does not 
n'!l1'l'Sf'rI! tht' party. It must be repudiated. The 
.' ;"!I1krship has it in it~ pOWf'r to elect revolutionarv 
-':n('iali~ts to the ~. F, C. at the l'omin~ re£ert'nrluni. 
1 t shottlrt, it must. 
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Congress Investigates 

T HE Congress of this United'States is a pitiable 
thing. It is intellectually sterile and morally 
corrupt. It has no conception of the problems 

of the day: the only role it can play, apparently, is 
the role of marplot. 

Congress had practically nothing to d_o with the 
management of the war. When the President wanteCI 
war, it declared wilr; when the President asked for 
conscription. Congress adopted the Conscription Act; 
when the President demanded new authority, it was 
granted; and when the President usurped power. 
Congress did not protest. It ,.,as an impotent and 
despicable Congress, too ignorant and provincial to 
influence the course of events. 

The war ends, but the impotence of Congress does 
not end. The American delegates to the Peace Con­
ference w'~;-e chosen by the President Congress be­
ing shoved aside. Congress protested, in;t that didn't 
alter things in any way. Just prior to his departure 
for Europe, President Wilson put the whole matter 
of reconstruction up to Congress; but in two months 
Congress has done absolutely nothing on this matter; 
soldiers and sailors are being demobilized; unemploy­
men is I increasing; great problems are ahead-but 
Congress does absolutely nothing except indulge in 
talk. and cheap and uninteresting talk at that. 

The Congress of these United States is intellectu­
ally, moral\y and politically bankrupt .... 

During the war Congress demonstrated its inca­
nacity to cope with elemental forces and problems. 
So it talked-and held investigations. 

Now that the war is over, a new elemental force 
and problem disturbs the world-the problem of la­
bor unrest, of the awakening of the working class. 
Everywhere there is unrest, strikes and industrial 
revolts; and all this is expressing itself in an accept­
ance of Bolshevism-and Bolshevism is nothing !lUt 
revolutionary Socialism. This force is destined to 
conquer Capitalism, to transform the world; it is 
an acute dang-er to Capitalism. Congress feels this 
force. !lenses its dang-er: but is impotent to deal with 
it, cannot deal \vith it. because it is an inevitable ex­
pression of the collapse of Capitalism and the needs 
of the working class. So--Congress investigates' 

The Senate, just now, is "investigating" Bolshe­
vism. It is a very peculiar investigation. All the 
old-wives' myths and rumors that have been floating 
about in the press these two years are coming before 
the Senate as if something new. Rumor is accepted 
as' fact, vituperation as argument. Every witness 
that the Senate Committee has heard is convinced 
that Bolshevism is a vile thing oppressing the Russian 
people. and the Senators arc eq1tal\y convinced: but 
still the Russian people accept the Bolsheviki, fight 
and die to maintain the Bolshevik Government-their 
m('" government. Poor souls, they do not know how 
lI1uch the- Senate disapproves of the thing they love! 

It i! useless to consider in detail the lies and sland­
ers which are offered as a feast to the Senate. But 
one thing is intercsting: the story of sexual immoral­
ity in Russia. 

I t is an indisputable fact of history that every rev­
olutionary movement. whether religious or social, has 
heen accused of immorality and sexual debauchery 
by the master class. The early Christians were stig­
matized as sexual degenerates; and the accusations 
about their orgies would make spicy reading. Sexual 
debauchery and perversion were attributed to the 
communist and religious movements in the Middle 
Ages and to the French Revolution. Socialism, since 
its inception. has been stigmatized as a movem~ 
for sexual promiscuity. 

Why is this? Every l11aster class is itself a class of 
sexual degenerates. and imagines that its opponents 
are also. Accusations of sexual immorality accomp­
lish two purposes: they arouse indignation, and at 
the same time they titillate the passions of the mob. 
There is a perverse sexual satisfaction in this sort 
of thing: it clearly stigmatizes the mind of the master 
class. 

It was saicl that Socialism meant sexual promis­
cuity: that it meant every woman for every man. 
and that children should become the property of the 
state. You have a Socialist regime in Russia; presto! 
-"d('crees" are produced which incorporate _ these 
ideas! This. ill Sl>lte of the fact that the actual de­
crees on marriag-e and divorce of the Soviet Gov­
ernment are available .. -decrees which are human and 
civilized. infinitely superi0r to the laws of capitalist 
society. amI recog-nizing the purity of the sexual re­
lation. 

Capifali~m. itself a dictatorship. accuses the So­
"ie! s of h('illg' a dictatorship: itself a breeder of ter­
rnrigm. Capitalism it1flul~es in righteous indignation 
at thl' "tl'rwri,om" of tht' 50\'iets; it~elf degrading 
sex. prostitl1till~ WOI11(,I1. anti making love and mar-
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riage a mockery, Capitalism attributes all these vile 
things to the Soviets. 

Congress is Capitalisrn-corrupt, perverted, bank­
rupt. It investigates-but the prol(,hriat is preparing 
for action. 

Which International? 

T
HE facts of the war and of the developing pro­
letarian revolution stress· die need of interna­
tional solidarity and action: Socialism is not So­

ciaism, but a mserable petty bourgeois thing, unless 
it is international in purposes and in ac~ion. 

Socialism, accordingly, must have an international 
expression. But the International of Socialism must 
be a real Intemational, an International pledged to 
the proletarian revolution, and not an aggregation of 
petty bourgeois Socialists, social reformers and so­
cial-patriots. 

The "International Congress" which has been 
holding sessions at Berne is the final proof of the 
fact that moderate Socialism is petty bourgeois and 
counter-revolutionary. It is not dear whether it was 
called by the "Inter-Allied Labor and Socialist Con­
gress" or by Camille Huysmans of the old Interna­
tional Bureau, or by both. But the old International 
and its Bureau are dead-dead through their own 
criminal activity in supporting the war and disrupt­
ing the international solidarity of Socialism. They 
have no mandate to represent Socialism; they have 
no mandate to call an International Congress that a 
revolutionary Socialist can respect. Let the dead 
bury their dead. 

Whom did this congress consist of? It consisted of 
the reactionary Labor Party of England, and its 
bourgeois Henderson; of reactionary British Trades 
Unions; of the Ebeit-Scheidemann Socialists; of the 
"centre" ,Socialists of France who are favoring a 
"Wilson peace;" of the wholly reactionary Hjalmar 
Branting; of other, "right" and "centre" Socialists, 
all of whom either favored .the war of Imperialism 
or pursued a counter-revolutionary policy of bour­
geois pacifism. The final act of stultification per­
:formed by the Congress was its desperate efforts to 
get Samuel Gompers-"ouJ1"' ultra-reactionary, un­
speakable Gompers-to participate. That the Inde­
pendent Socialist Party of Germany participated is 
another indicaton of the fatal compromise policy of 
that party. That Fritz Adler participated is an indi­
cation of his uncertain temperament, and does not 
alter the character of the Congress. 

This Congress did not include the Bolsheviki and 
the Spartacans in its call-as well it might, since 
these courage-·1S, intelligent representatives of revo­
lutionary Socialism would never commit stultification 
by participating in such a Congress, and have repudi­
ated the Congress. The Italian Socialist Party and 
the Socialist Party of Switzerland repudiated the 
Congress as reacoonary. Revolutionary Socialism 
everywhere has repudiated the congress. The 
Belgian Socialist Party refused to participate because 
the. "majority Socialists" of Germany were invited­
not because these were "yellow Socialists," bu~ because 
th~ were German I 

The Berlin Vorwaerts, the Ebert-Scheidemann or­
gan, counter-revolutionary during the war and after 
the war, said just before the Berne Congress con1 
vened: 

German Soci1llists will accept with deep satisfaction 
dte summons addressed to them. From the· first day of 
lit, a.vr il Itu b,,,, Ilteir passionat, ,ffort to ,.,,,nite tlte 
lor" ,,,,,,odJ of i .. ,wnatioftlJl fllalj.JfIS and to give their 
foreign comrades an account of their attitude .... Upon 
the fate of Germany and the result of peace depends 
to an endless extent the future of Socialism. To save 
Germany from the downfall with which a peace of viol­
anee threatens her is to save the world add Socialism ... 
We trust in world Socialism, flol Bolsltlflism, but in a 
peaceful democracy of labor which will come sooner or 
later." (Our italics.) 
The unctuous hypocrisy and nationalistic spirit of 

this pronunciamento are not its most important 
features. Oearly, it indicates that the Berne Congress 
was to act against Bolshevisnl. And it "did! The ma­
jority of the delegates were against the Bolsheviki, 
against the proletarian revolution; Bolshevism was 
denounced in the gutter style of the bourgeois press, 
particularly by Hjalmar Branting of Sweden. Arthur 
Henderson had said: "The problem of the best policy 
to adopt toward Bolshevism in Russia will also be 
discussed at the conference." The only policy of the 
Socialist toward Bolshevism in Russia is to pursue 
the revolutionary class struggle in his own country, 
not to discuss in conferences the form of condemna­
tion or of camouflage. The decision was to designate 
a "commission to study" Bolshevism in Russia! 
Oearly a revolutionary act! 

The delegates indulged in the highly Socialist act­
ivity of discussing "responsibilitY," for the war-that 
is to say, whether the Central J?ower~ or the Allies 
were responsible. The French and German "So­
cialists" had lively tilts on this problem. That Imper­
ialism was responsible, and that the revolutionary 
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struggle against all Imperialism was imperative-this 
was not in the consciousness of these "Socialists." 

The Congress, moreover, indulged in the mis­
erable activity of discussing the League of Nations­
they approve of the League of Nations 1II1der 
Capitalism. Tl~eir attitude was clearly that of 
President Wilson, the attitude of bourgeois democracy 
and reaction. It was not a Congress of Socialists, but 
of bourgeois liberals. It was a congress of treason 
to Socialism. 

But what could one expect? The "Socialists" re­
presented had been cleary counter. revolutionary dur­
ing the war: convening in an "international" congress 
could not and did not alter their poiicy. They had 
been united with bourgeois democracy: they main­
tained that unity. The Austro-German delegates 
were afraid of the penalty that might be imposed 
upon them by defeat; the Allied Socialists were afraid 
that their nations would be deprived of the "fruits 
of victorv." 

Europe was on the verge of the proletarian revolu­
tion; and these "Socialists" act against the revolu­
tion, dicker and compromise with Capitalism. The 
situation insisted upon the struggle for a revolution­
ary peace, for a Lenin peace; but this "Socialist" 
Congress favored a bourgeois peace, a Wilson peace. 
At a Socalist meeting in Paris, at which Thomas, 
Renaudel and Longuet were shouted down, the rev­
olutionary Socialist Loriot issued the slogan that the 
Congress did not issue: "President Wilson is an able 
man who is seeking to save the bourgeoisie, but he 
must not be followed. The moment has come to 
choose between him and Lenin." But this policy was 
too revolutionary and aggressive for the yellows at 
Berne. 

The Berne Congress is the last convulsive gasp of 
the old International. Its corpse is now a stinking 
carrion. There must be a new International, an In­
ternational of revolutionary Socialism, of the final 
strugle and victory. 

This problem of the International is an acute one. 
It is the test of one's revolutionary convctions. Our 
party by the usurpatory action of the N. E. C. in 
designating three delegates to "represent" the So­
cialist Party at the Berne Congress, is officially com­
mitted to the yellow International. This act the 
party must emphatically repudiate. 

We do not want an "International" of the social­
patriots, of moderate petty bourgeois Socialism. We 
do not want a "centre" lnternational of Zimmerwald 
and the Independent Socialists of Germany. We want 
and will have a revolutionary International, an 
International which recognizes the revolutionary 
character of our epoch, of· those Socialists who will 
consciously and aggressively wage the revolutionary 
stntggle. 

There cannot be any compromise on this issue. 
There cannot be any compromise with the past. The 
old International expressed moderate Socialism; it 
became an obstacle to the revolutionary development 
of the proletariat, petty bourgeois and counter-rev­
olutionary; it must be repudiated. Under the stress 
of life itself, Marxism and Socialism, perverted by 
the petty bourgeois International, are coming into 
their own, vital and vitalizing, preparing to storm 
the bastions of international Imperialism. In this 
great struggle, we must use the revolutionary spirit 
of Socialism, we must abandon the old compromising 
policy, we must repudiate whoever and whatever hes­
itates and wavers.' 

There is a new International, which does not have 
to hold a Congress in order to realize itself-the In­
ternational of revolutionary Socialism in every coun­
try, which does not yearn for showy conferences, but 
which wages the Socialist, proletarian war against 
Capitalism. This Socialism and these groups, and 
these alone, are worthy of organizing the Third In­
ternational. 

At its recent congress in Moscow, the Communist 
'Party of Russia decided to convoke an International 
Congress at which revolutionary Socialism alone will 
participate. It issued a program for international 
revolutionary Socialism based upon the programs of 
the Communist Party of Russia and the Communist 
Labor Party of Germany, which declares that at this 
moment there is only one Socialist struggle and that 
is the struggle for the overthrow of the international 
system of Capitalism; that the in!mediate task of the 
revolutionary proletariat is to struggle for the seizure 
of power and the dictatorship of the proletariat; that 
it is necessary to disarm the bourgeoisie and arm the 
proletariat as a phase of initiating the final struggle 
against Capitalism; that a fight without mercy must 
be waged against the social-patriots who oppose the 
revolution. 

This is the policy of the international proletariat. 
The Bolshevik-Spartacan International is an Inter­
national of revolutionary Socialism. 

Which International, comrades of the S<;>eialist 
Party? 
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Bolshevikjabs 

W
E have decided that comment from us on the 

Senate Committee which is investigating Bol­
shevism and the witnesses who have appeared 

before it this week would be "painting the lily and to 
the rainbow adding another hue." 

* * * 
Lots oi people ill .the United States are foregomg 

dinner but Senator Borah is apparently the only one 
who gcts any publicity out of it. 

* * * 
'Ve wonder how the idea got around that a League 

of :'\ at ions mcant a league of all nations? 

* * * 
1£ it was a league of all nations there would 'be 

nothing to be in league against. 

* * * 
~ow that the German workers are finding out tbat 

being "good" in ihe Ebert-Scheidemann sense is not 
going to save them we wonder what they will do? 

* * * 
"German Assembly Quit~ In Mourning After Ar­

mistice" says a headline. Which is this bourgeois 
Assembly mourning most-the Arnlistice terms or the 
impetus given by them to the Spartacan movement? 

* * * 
Who said secret diplomacy? President Wilson is 

coming ~o Bos~on and :will deliver a public address on 
the Peace Conference. Isn't that open diplomacy? 

* * * 
The New York Tribune in a recent issue gives a 

map of the world showing the territory controlled by 
the League of Nations and it marks this territory 
black. More Bolshevik propaganda! 

* * * 
Mr. Wil1i~m Hard writing in the New R,p"blic 

suggests that' "perhaps Mr. Hoover was slightly mis­
understood when Senators seemed to assume that 
he would take a loaf of bread and show it to Lenin 
and offer to let him have it if he would stop beitig 
a Bolshevik." 

* * * 
No wonder Seattle "labor leaders" are annoyed-

Mayor Hansen is getting all the publicity and credit 
for breaking the strike. 

• * * 
W c hope that Herr Scheidemann will enter a vig­

orous protest against Emperor-President Ebert turn­
ing Bolshevik and confiscating 1,000,000 marks a 
year. 
. • * * 

As we have often remarked before these Bolshe­
viki are a poor lot no matter what way one looks at 
it. They have established a dictatorship in Russia 
anc.1 havc been acting the part of despots for some 
time, but now the New York Times publishes the 
news that the Bolsheviki are arming the workers and 
('ven the school children. Surely there is something 
wrong here! Bourgeois dictatorships never did any­
thing so foolish. They invariably disarm the people 
and arm their own particular gang of thugs who Will 
do exactly as they are told. Now that the people of 
Russia are being armed and, as we know from the 
pres~ reports, that the Bolsheviki represel)'t nobody, 
we may await with confidence their complete over­
throw almost any day. 

* * * 
In view of the fact that some of the European 

countries have refused to accept the deportees and 
that Congress is determined to ~;hip them out of the 
country we are beginning to glimpse what is meant 
by "the freedom of the seas." 

* * * J. J. McEntee, Business Agent of the New York 
District of the International Association of Machin­
ists, is reported as saying" that "I have been unable 
to learn of any labor men who were deported or are 
in danger of deportation" and thinks that the members 
of the Micrometer Lodge are wrong in characterising 
the affair as a "shameful act." Mr. McEntee has 
apparently a very narrow conception of the term 
"labor men." Perhaps after a few more Seattles, 
gcntlemen of Mr. McEntee's ilk will find that their 
ideas must undergo a thorough revision. What does 
the :\1 icrometer Lodge say? 

* * * 
The press first reported that Premier Clemenceau's 

assailant was a workman, then he 'became a Russian, 
110\~ he is a "moderate" anarchist, tomorrow he may 
become a Socialist or an I. W. W. and then we would 
have another exuse for the deportations. 

* * * 
"Mrs. Inch threatens to name rich men" says the 

New York World. We had 110 idea the Bolsheviki had 
become so powerful. Such a threat in Moscow, ac­
cording to all accounts, would make anyone tremble, 
but in New York .... 
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The Immorality of the Bolsheviki 
PUBLICITY, second only. to that received by the 

notorious Sisson Documents, is being given to 
<:ertam decrees regarding marriage and· the 

relation of the sexes generally which Roger E. Sim­
mons, former representative in Russia of the Depart­
ment of Commerce, has laid before the Senate Com­
mittee on Bolshevism. Mr. Simmons gives these do­
cuments as the official decrees of the Bols!levik Gov­
ernment through a local Soviet. The whole tenden­
cy of the report of the proceedings is to show that 
the Bolsheviki <:onsider women not as human beings 
but merely as sexual machines. 

The interference of Mr. Simmons' testimony is that 
marriage is completely abolished, that "Free Love" 
in the bourgeois sense is for<:ed upon women and 
that the entire sex is organized on a scheme of state 
·prostitution, a working card being tendered instead 
of money. It is well to remember when considering 
some of these "facts" about Russia those other facts 
which are not denied even by the most violent enemies 
of the Bolsheviki. One such fact to ·be remembered 
in connection with the question of how Soviet Russia 
deals with women is that working women participate 
in the Soviet Government on an equality with men 
and that some of the highest administrative offices in 
Russia are held by women. 

One of the decrees which Mr. Simmons testifies 
~o as official is in part as follows: 

This decree is proclaimed by the Free Association of 
Anarchists in the ,tOW!l of Sarotov. In compliance with 
the decision of the Soviet of Peasants' and Soldiers' and 
Workmen's Deputies of Kr.:>mtadt, the abolition of lohe 
priVate possession of women. 

MOTIVES 
Social inequalities and legitimate marriage having 

been a concition in the past which served as an instru­
ment in the hands of the bourgeoisie, thanks to which 
all the best species of all the beautiful women have been 
the propelty of the bourgeoisie, have prevented the 
proper continuation of the human ·race. Such pon­
derous arguments have induced the present organiz­
ation to edict· the following decree: 

I. From Marc\:J I the right to possess women having 
reached the ages 17 to 32 is abolished. 

3. This decree does not affect women having live 
children. 

40 The former owners may retain the right of using 
their wife without awaiting their turn. 

5. In ca~e of resistance of the husband he shall for­
feit the right of the former paragraph. 

6. All women according to this decree are exempted 
from private ownership and are proclaimed the property 
of the whole nation. 

7. The distribution and managel.Dent of the appro­
priated women in compliance with the decision of the 
above orgarriiation are transfered to the Anarchist Sa­
ratov Club. n thne days from the publication of this 
decree all women given by it to the use of the nation are 
obliged to present tihemselves to the given address and 
give the ·1'tiquired jnformlation. . 

9. Male citizens have the right to use one woman 
not oftener than three tiznes a week, for three hours, 
observmg the rules specified below. 

10. Each man wishing to use a piece of public pro­
perty should be a bearer of certificate from the Fact­
ories Committee. professional union, or Workmen's. 
Soldiers', and Peasants' Council, certifying that he 
belongs to the working class family. 

12. Male citizens not belonging to tbe working 
dass 1n order to have the right equally with the prole­
tariat are obliged Ito pay 100 roubles monthly into the 
public funds. 

140 AI1 women proclaime1 by this decree to be the 
national property will receive from the funds an allow­
ance of 238 roubles a month. 

15. All women who are pregnant are released of the 
direct State duties for four months, up to three months 
before and one month after .childbirth. 

16. The children born are given t'o an institution for 
training after they are one mont>h old where they are 
trained and educated until they are 17 years of age at 
the cost of the public fund3. 

19. Those who are guilty of spreading venera! di­
sease will tIe held responsible and severely punished. 

20. Women having lost their health may apply to thc 
Soviet for a pension. 

The provisions of this decree could only emanate 
from petty bourgeois minds. Even the wildest Anar­
chists would not produce such a pornographic docu­
ment; moreover, the "Free Association of Anarchists," 
quite clearly is not the Sovier Government-the Anar­
chists, in fact, are violently opposed to the Bolsheviki. 

Editorials sizzling with righteous wrath accompany 
the publication of this and other decrees. The Ame­
rican publi<: is invited to behold what !is in store for it 
if it ever attempted to stray from the pleasant and 
virtuous ways of Capitalism, broadsides of indigna­
tion are poured forth against the llolsheviki libertines 
and outraged virtue assails this wholesale immorality 
and violation of all the sacred ideals of sex virtue 
and family love. When, however, it is remembered 
that these editorial writers are constantly engaged 
in upholding the present system of society and that 
their virtuous wrath is curbed when dealing with 
our own system of prostitution, white slavery and 
female degradation one is forced to wonder whether 
the indignation is as real as it appears. 

A Study in Myths and Facts 

E\'en the horrible examples cited by J1r. SinmlOns 
do not deprive women of their liberty of choice and 
their personal freedom ill other matters. Under Cap­
italism (the system of socIety which gentlemen like 
1\1r. Simmons, the personnel of the Senate Committee 
and newspaper editors are so vigorously supporting). 
things are different. The details of the white slave 
trafuc are so revolting that they cannot be put into 
print, the particulars of prostitutiolf' are so hideous 
that they cannot be published. Under our present 
system wornen are sold into slavery at so much a 
pound, young girls are decoyed from their homes 
and sent into -brothels there to do the bidding of their 
owners, women are kept confined to houses lest they 
would run away. In these bro.thels they are forced, 
sometimes by bodily punishment, into relations with 
diseased men and when they have contracted disea:sc 
are forr.ed to contain their "trade." Statistics give 
the average life of these women as five years and 
the 'llumber of suicides is appalling. But statistics 
do not compute the sufferings and degradation that 
are crowded into the five years, the shame, .the misery, 
the loneliness, the bodily agony, the mental torture. 
An invmigation in the British House of Commons 
some time ago resulted in ,the disclosure of the fact 
that houses of prostitution were maintained with the 
connivance, if not open support, of the English army 
authorities, in which each woman had relations with 
over 100 men in a week and often with over 20 men 
in one day. The streets of the great cities of ali 
"civilized" countries are swaI'IJling with ,women plying 
this "trade." 

But all these things are matters of little moment 
to these virtuous men because the women who swell 
the ranks of the prostitutes are the women of the 
working class. The bodily and mental anguish of 
these women is of no importance! 

In Russia the incentive for traffic in women's 
bodies is removed-there is no longer a profit to be 
derived out of their agony. The Soviets had to re­
sise the old system with regard to the sexes as it has 
revised it in all other matters. It is quite true that 
decrees have been issued on the subject. Some chan­
ges have been made in the marriage system but no 
decree has beet! issued abolishing marriage. 

Decrees have been issued regarding divorce jn 
which a commonsense attitude is taken towards the 
question. If both parties desire the divorce it is 
granted WIthout any obstacles being placed in the 
way, if only one side wishes the separation the matter 
comes before a local judge and iIf his decision is not 
acceptable to both parties then the case is laid before 
a jury. Notice of divorce is published in the local 
official paper both before and after the decree has 
been granted. Where there have baen children to 
the marriage the court decides which party shall have 
custody and whether the children will take the father's 
or the mother's name. In the event that the appli­
cation for divorce hinges on the question of the valid­
ity of the marriage a jury decides the case. 

The following decree- regarding marriage has been 
issued by the CounCil of People's Commissaires, the 
central government of Soviet Russia: 

The ·Russian Republic from now on recognizes civil 
marriages only. 

A Civil marriage is performed in accordancc with 
the following rules. 

l. Persons, $Iesiring to enter into marriage. announce 
their intention verbally or in written form to the Depart­
ment for Registr:ltion of l}iarriages and births (in tbeir 
locality), attached to the City Board of Aldermen. 

Note: The desire to· periorm a religious marriage 
to~ether with a civil marriage is considered solely 
prIvate affair of the parties l'ntering into marriage. 

2. Announcements of the desire to enter into nl:II­
riage are not acccpted: n) from male persons under IX 
years of age; from female-under 16; the Male natiV('~ 
of Transcaucasia may enter into marriage on their 16th 
birthday, and female native;, on the 13th; b) from 
relatives. from brothers awl sisters and half brothers 
and half sisters; in stich caies thc relationship between 
an i11epl child and his posterity (,n one hand and his 
father and the relati\'(~ on the ether hand-is recognized; 
L') from persons who have already entered into mar­
riage and d) from insane person,. 

3. Persons de,irotls of ent~ring into marriage go to 
the Department for Rcgistration of Marriage and sign 
their names in r~g-anl to the 3bsence of obstacles men­
tioned in Article 2 of this DEcree, and also give th('ir 
signatures to the effect that thcy enoter into marriage 
voluntarily. 

Persons who :ntentionally give false ,tatements as 
to ,"e absence of obstades. enumerated in Articl(' 2 
are brough,~ to court for gi"ing false information. and 
their marriage is declared ,·oid. 

+ Having taken the signatures. the alief of the De­
partment for Registra,tion or Marriages enters th(' 
marriage into the Record Book and tlec1an's the mar­
riage act valid. 

The parties entering into marriage an' free to drterm­
ine whether thev will use the name of the man or the 
wife. or both names JOIntly. 

The parties entl'ring into marriage rcceh'c a copy of 
their marriage ~ertifiaafe. 

5· Complaints in regard to rdusal to perform mar­
riage or in regard to mistakes in registering it lnay be 
presented within an unlimited period of time .to local 
judge (where th.: marriage is registered); complaint> 
of the judges decision may 1)e made in accordance with 
the general rules. 

The inference from the reports of the Senate t:om­
mittee published in the press is that children have 
ceased to be under the <:arc of their parents or, in 
fact, to in ally sense retain their identity as members 
of a family. The following decrees, one signed by 
c\lexandra Kollontay, Commlssaire of Social Welfare 
(~Ime Kollontay is the only woman in the world to 
hold a high executive government office and the So­
viet Goverllment is the only government in the world 
\\ hich has an executive government department of 
Social Welfare) and the other by Lenin shows in 
what light the Bolsheviki treat the question of child 
welfare: 

Two million young lives were yearly dwindling in 
Russia because of the darkness of the oppressed peopk, 
because of apathy of the class State. Two mi11ion suf­
fering mothers were saturating yearly the Russian earth 
with tears and were covering with their blistered hands 
the early graves of the innocent victims of the hideous 
social order. The human thought, which had for cen­
turies seeked a path, has at last reached the bright 
epoch of workers' reforms, which will safeguard the 
mother for the child and the cltild for the mother. Bdght 
samples of' capitalist moral-homes for orphans tilled 
above 'their capacity, havinJ a colossal mortal)ty rate 
and a mdeous form of nursmg the infants, which form 
was an insult to thf' sacred feelings of a helpless labor­
ing mother and which made the mother-citizen a dull 
nursing arumal-all these horrors of a nightmare have 
fortunately, sunk in the dark mist (,If the past since the 
victory of the workers and the peasants. A morning, 
bright and pure as the children themselves has come. 

You, workigg women. laboring mother-citizens, 
with your responsive beartll,-you brave builders of 
the new social hfe,-you ideal pcda&'O(Ues children's 
physicians and nurses,-all of you are called by the 
new Soviet Russia to contribute your minds and feel­
ings to the bwlding of the great structure of social 
welfare of the future generations. All the smalt and 
large institutions of the Commissariat of Social Wel­
fare which serve the children,-all of them from the 
day of pUblkation of this decree, mould into one state 
organization and are transformed to the supervision 
of the Department for safeguarded mothers and chil­
dren, so as to create an inseparable chain together with 
the Institutions for the care of pregnant women, for 
the purpose of bringing up mentally and physically 
strong citizens. The Petrogt'ad Home, with' all the 
auxil1ary branches, becomes part of t,J;!e "Pa,lace f!,r 
Safeguarding Motherhood and Infancy , as one of Its 
departments and is named "The Palace of Infancy". 
The Moscow Home becomes part of the Moscow Insti­
tute of Motlterhood and is named "The ~ioscow Insti­
tute of Infancy". 

For the purpose of precipitating t1~ realization of 
the necessary reforms for the safeguardinJ cruldhood 
in Russia, at the Department for Safeguardmg Mother­
hood and Infancy a Committee is being organized. It 
is to be composed of representatives of the Soviet of 
Workers' Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies, of Work­
ers' organizations and of specialists, jnterested in the 
question of social welfare of the infants. The follow­
ing principles are to be the Committee's guiding prin­
ciples: 

I. Safeguarding the mother for the child: the best 
drop of milk for the child-is the milk from its moth­
er's breast. 

2. Bring up the child in an atmosphere of a widely 
developed Socialist family. 

3. To create for the chil.1 conditions, which would 
lay a foundatIOn for the de\'elopment of its physical 
and mental strength and for 3 bright understanding of 
life. 

People's Oomntissaire: A. Kol1ontay. 
Member of the Collqium, supervising the Depart­

ment for Safeguarding Motherhood and Infancy: N. 
Korcleff. 

Sect'y: Zvetkoff. 
January 31, 1918. 

DECREE ON COMMISSIONS FOR CARE OF 
MINORS 

Article I. Trial and imprisonment for children and 
those under age He abolished. 

.\rticle 2. The cases of those not of age of both 
sexes who have been guilty of acts detrimental too the 
society are to be dealt with hv special Commission for 
Care of Minors. . 

Article 3. The above mentioned Commissions are 
under the sole jurisdiction of the People's Commis­
sariat of Social Welfare and are composed as follows: 

One representative each of tho! Commissariats of 
Social Welfare, People's Educati?1t and Justice-not 
less than three people 1n all, vile of «,holll mllst be a 
physician. 

Amicle 4. On; inve9tigating the cases of those under 
age, the Commfssion either frees them or .sendsthem 
to one of the· institutions of Social '''e\fare, corres­
ponding with the offence. 

Article 5. The Commissaire oi Social Welfare is 
charged with the task of working Ollt instructions to 
the Commissions and the selection of types of institu­
ti9ns of Social Welfare. 

Article 6. All cases of those under age which are­
.pending in the courts of which ha"e led to imprison­
ment, must be retried. 

Chairman of the Soviet of People's Commissaires: 
V. U1ianoff (Lenin). 

People's Commissaire of Justice:: E. Z. Steinberg. 
Chief Clerk: Vladimir Bonch-Bruevitch. 
Secretarv of the Soviet: N. Gorbounoff. 
Published in the organ of the Provisional Workers' 

and Peasants' Government, January 14th, 1918. 
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The Revolution • Priso.n In 

HEAR ye! Hear ye! 'We have a cause to uphold 
opinions and ideas to express-so. dear reader, 
lend us your ear while we unburden ourselves. 

Tho there are bars to thi! right of us, bars to the 
left of us, behin<:l us and 10 front of us, tool-proof 
steel above us and concrete underneath us, our hearts 
and minds dwell in the outer world where the armed 
hosts of the Proletariat are wresting their brightright, 
Mother Earth, from the grasp of the master class. 

It is mainly in the light of the experience and tactic~ 
of the Revolutionary Proletariat of Europe in relation 
to the propaganda and activities of the radicals in our 
dearly beloved United States with. which our opinions 
and ideas will deal. It must be manifest to the 
European Proletariat in action that the new conditions 
to be faced in these United States, require a change 
of tactics in meeting the enemy. Believing in hitting 
the bourgeoillie where it hurts, our board of strategy 
will publish from time tQ time what is considers the 
most efficient means. 

While there is unity of opinion among the politicals 
in Pima County Bastile on a great many questions, 
they differ strongly on some. Occasionally, during 
discussions when they cast off their philosophical calm 
a wordy explosion occurs, followed by days of deep 
silence. In future issues we shall endeavor to give an 
account of these discussions. 

Our readers will find us both serious and humorous. 
We shall publish sketches and poetry and try to make 
the magazine as attractive as possible. Who our poet 
will be no one knows; but we expect to develop one. 

Thus, sans advertising, sans subscribers, not caring 
a rap about such trivialities as free press, free speech. 
laws and conventions, we name thee Bastile and send 
thee forth on the troubled waters. 

* * * 
SHALL AMERICA BE LAST? 

THUS spake certain :wise men unto their slaves: 
.. America First." But I say unto you, be not de­

ceived. Gaze over yonder whence you brethren who 
manipulate the levers amidst the clanging of great 
machines, who plow the ocrth, sow the seed and reap 
the harvest, who hurrow like moles in the bowels of 
the earth-hear them as they hurl defiance at the 
masters in slave-bound lands, "We are the First." 

Arouse yourselves, ye rebels, lest it be said "Amer­
ica was' Last." Cast off your time w)rn methods 
which you fondly believed, and perhaps still believe, 
will emancipate the workers. Wnat have petitions, 
resolutions, and 'delegations accomplished? What has 
votin~ and participation in bourgeois parliaments ac­
complished ? 

Consider petitions, resolutions, and delegations. It 
is not necessary to cite what happened on innumerable 
occasions when these instruments were employed to 
protest against obnoxious legislati~n, or when during 
a strike, or as the result of a frame up, a champion 
of labor was imprisoned. They weren't worth the 
energy and money spent upon ,thew. 

Consider now the political field. In the labyrinth 
of politics labor has been silamelessly betrayed time 
after time. Their representatives, tainted by bourge­
ois associations and opportunism, deserted their 
principles when the war was declared. It is here by 
means legal and extra-legal that the bourgeoisie can 
nullify any radical legislation. Here the bourgeoisie 
~ all-powerful. 

Nay, politics is not the logical field for proletarian 
activity. They have no interest in the political state, 
they have no interest in changing its laws. Their in­
terest lies in a fundamental economic change, the aboJi­
tion of the wages system, the abolition of private 
ownership of the means of production. This can only 
be" accomplished by direct action on the economic field 
thru industrial organization. where no worker is dis­
franchised, where every worker has a voice. On the 
industrial field the proletariat is all-powerful. 

The 1. W. W. whose shibboleth is "Abolition of the 
wage system" is working along direct lines. Radicals 
must lend their energy to improve its organization and 
extend its dominion in the East. In the Wellt the I. 
W. W. have become a powerful faction 011 the eco­
nomic field and soon the A. F. of L. will dwindle to 
the proportion of a Wednesday evening prayer meet­
ing. 

Vigorous propaganda campaign:; must be carrieli Oil. 

The numerous Labor Defenders, uewspapers and peri­
odicals established in the intc.rest of the 1. W. W. on 
trial or in jail must lbe placed 011 a permanent basis 
under the editorial direction of capable and experi­
enced propagandists. 

So arouse yourself, ye rebels, or it will surely be 
said "America was Last." Help to organize and agi­
tate for the O. H. U.-One Big Union. The masters 
fear this organization more than a House of Repre-

III tile PilI/II COIfllty Jail tlrere /Jr. a Illllllber of "pol­
iticals" wIlL' issue a little "M.lga.3i"e:' The CM'er is ill 
illk; the illside ptlges in tencil (apparentl), ink is 
scarce). IVe print extracts with one commrllt; the 
"mphasis 011 "economic action" is IIot ill accord with the 
new conuptions of the Revolutioll. 

sentatives composed of Socialists. Yea, the O. n. C. 
strikes at the heart of social inju~tice. 

* * * 
"Double, double. toil and :"ouble: 
Fire burn and cauldron bubbl"," 

SI~CE the signing of the amlistice we have wit­
nessed the capitalist class using a combination of 

its three methods of combating revolutionary ideas. 
During normal times they used these singly. 

The forward moving revolutionary movement has 
thrown them into a fever of fear and caused them to 
resort to silence, ridicule and suppression-atl in one 
beautiful· melange. 

The following excerpt from a capitalist newspaper 
will illustrate what they are fearful of: 

"ep thru the European chaos is surely creeping the 
menace of Bolshevism, not Socialism, but that Bolshe­
vism which is the result of reckless modern material­
Ism. 

"That is why the league of nations is supremely im­
portant. If the league of nations is Utopian, then our 
spiritual strength is exhausted and civilization will go 
down in a welter of barbarous slaughter." 

Forgetting his sophism regarding "civilization" and 
"barbarous slaughter" we will assure ~he writer of 
the above that there will be a league of nations. 

In fact there will be two leagues of nations-Qne a 
combination of capitalist nations, the other of work­
ing class nations. And while they prate of peace we 
will say there can be no harmony. no concord, no peace 
until the whole world is resoived to a common basis­
to a co-operative basis, where the means of productioR 
are the universal property of the workers of the world. 

The same issue which contained the paragraphs 
quoted also carrieu an article ridiculing the amateuri~h 
attempt of the Spartacus group of Germany taking 
oYer several industrial plants. The author was in a 
jocular mood-he took their name, Spartacu~. and con­
structed a pun in which he referred to them as the 
Sparticusses. Sparticides, Spa,.rticustardl' and Sparti­
cuspidors. He tried to make them look \'en' ridicul-
ous. That's what his master wanted. . 

\Ye have also had an example of how they apply 
silence. For insUnce, they did not inform us that a 
general strike was in progress in Switzerland. hut they 
did inform us when the backbone of the movement 
was broken. They did not inform liS that disorder 

and unrest prevailed in France, but they did tell us that 
martial law had been proclaimed. And so the beast 
works. 

In this country the U. S: Attorney General is pt:e­
paring new measures for suppression and as usual it 
will be directed against the I. W. W., whom the master 
class fear more than any other organization. 

Tho their most active members fill the penitentiaries 
the membership of the 1. W. W. has remained on the 
job and as a result their organization grows. 

This indomitable spirit counts and is absolutely 
necessary in the trying times ahead of us. The cap­
italist class is fully aware of what it is doing when 
it resorts to suppression. They know that suppres­
sion does suppress for a time-they know that it will 
defer the realization of our ideal. 

Yea! a great many of us will return to jail again-­
our present bit isn't the last hit. 

Onward with the task outside--agitate and organize 
on the job for the indu!;trial repttblic. Organize and 
hasten' true world peace! 

* * * 
A SCRAP FROM A SCRAP OF PAPE~ 

"In all criminal prosecutions. the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and ptlblic trial.. .. 

U. S. Constitution. 

THE politicai3 have now been confined three 
months in Pima County Bastile an,tl a trial still 

seems as far off as ever. 
Wobbly papers from the length and breath of the 

land disclose,to us that we are not as unfortunate as 
many other political offenders. Nearly two-hundred 
1. W. W. are in jail in Omaha, Wichita, Fresno, Spo­
kane and other places awaiting trial. 

One group of wobblies has been incarcerated over 
one year without trial-held under the "spinach" act . 
Another group has been in the tank two years on 
another charge. 

In the next issue we will picture a few Bastiles 
which shame the Black Hole of Calcutta and are a 
close seconds to the torture chambers of the Spanish 
Inquisition. News which radical papers in the east 
would probably consider unfit to print for fear of of­
fending the authorities. 

* * * 
The American Fakeration of Labor meets to decide 

on a general strike to obtain justice for Mooney. First 
they decide to strike one week, then they decide one 
day is sufficient, then one hour. Finally they decide 
on a five minute strike. Ye Gods! \Vhat we need is 
another John Brown to free Mooney-the A. F. of L. 
won't free him. 

* * * 
FAMOUS SAYINGS BY GREAT ME~ 

"He kept us out of war" 
"Too proud to fight" 
"Peace without victory" 
"Let's slaughter them all" 

* * * 
-Wilson. 

"I think we have had a fair trial.·'-Bill Havu,Iood. 
How a rebel can credit the courts of masters with 

giving a fair trial is beyond us. Fairness is not a 
virtue with the beast when a rebel is concerned. 

* * * 
"Diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the 

public view."-Uo·ilso1l. 

* :-" *' 
BASTILE BRI:EFS 

THIS 1110nth's cover of BastiJe typifies tHe 
strength of the bars which surround us. It a~ 

reflects the rugged spirit of those confined within: 
them. There is class solidarity in the lettering. 

* * * 
~L Goldberg will ~ha\'e SOOI1 so that we will be 

able to design a two-color cover the next number. It 
will show soldiers returning' home with their guns 
~ilhou . . .hut what the hell! wait until you get it. 

* t" " 

Send us a cake of red-orange water l'olor and a 
1)Tush. somebodY--{IUick. we haYe an inspiration. 

* ,~ * 
Radical magazine~ and papers will he welcomed 

with joy by BastiJe. 
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The Day of the People 
UPON his release from the Kaiser's bastile-the 

doors of which were torn from their hinges 
by the proletarian revolution-Karl Lieb­

knecht, heroic leader of the rising hosts, exclaimed: 
"The Day of the People has arrived !" It was a mag­
nificent challenge to the Junkers and an inspiring 
battle-cry to the aroused workers. 

From that day to this Liebknecht, Rosa Luxem­
burg and other true leaders of the German proleta­
riat have stood bravely at the front, appealing to the 
workers to join the revolution and make it complete 
by destroying what remamed of the criminal and cor­
rupt old regime and ushering in the day of the people. 
Then arose the cry that the people were not yet ready 
for their day, and Ebert and Scheidemann and their 
crowd of white-livered reactionaries, with the sanc­
tion and support of the fugitive Kaiser, the infamous 
Ju~kers and all the allied powers, now in beautiful 
alliance, proceeded to prove that the people were 
not yet ready to rule themselves by setting up a bour­
geois government under which the working class 
should remain in substantially the same state of slav­
ish subjection they were in at the beginning of the 
war. 

And now upon that issue-as to whether the ter­
rible war has brought the people their day or whether 
its ~ppa11;llg sacrifices have all been in vain-the 
battle is raging in Germany as in Russia, and the 
near future will determine whether revolution has 
for once been really triumphant or whether sudden 
reaction has again won the day. 

In the struggle in Russia the revolution has thus 
far triumphed for the reason that it has not compro­
mised. The career of Kerensky was cut short when 
he attempted to turn the revolutionary tide into re­
actionary bourgeois channels. 

I,.enine and· Trotzky were the men of the hour and 
under their fearless, incorruptible and uncompromis­
ing leadership the Russian proletariat has held the 
.fort against the combined assaults of all the ruling 
class powers of earth. It is a magnificent spectacle. 
It stirs the blood and warms the heart of every rev­
olutionist, and it challenges the admiration of all 
the world. 

So far as the Russian proletariat is concerned, the 
day of the people has arrivE'd. and they are fighting 
and dyin~ as only heroes and martyrs can fight and 
die to usher in the day of the people not only in Rus­
sia but in all the nations on the globe. 

In every revolution of the past the false and co­
wardly plea that the people were "not yet ready" has 

By Eugene V. Debs 
From "The Clau Struggle" 

prevailed. Some intermediate class invariably sup­
planted the class that was overthrown and "the peo­
ple" remained at the bottom where they have been 
since the beginning of history. They have never 
been "ready" to rid themselves of their despots, rob­
bers and parasites. All they have ever been ready 
for has been to exchange one brood of vampires for 
another to drain their veins and fatten in their misery. 

That was Kerensky's doctrine in Russia and it is 
Scheidemann's doctdne in Germany. They are both 
false prophets of the people and traitors to the work­
ing class, and woe be to their· deluded followers if 
their vicious reaction triumphs, for then indeed will 
the yokes be fastened upon their 'scarred and bleeding 
flecks for another generation. 

When Kerensky attempted to side"track the rev­
olution in Russia by joining forces with the bour­
geoisie he was lauded by the capitalist press of the 
whole world. When Scheidemann patriotically rush­
ed td the support of the Kaiser and the Junkers at 
the beginning of the war, the same press denounced 
him as the betrayer of Socialism and the enemy of 
the people. And now this very press lauds him to 
the heavens as the savior of the German nation! 
Think of it! Scheidemann the traitor has become 
Scheidemann the hero of the bourgeoisie. Could it 
be for any other reason on earth than that Scheide­
mann is doing the dirty work of the capitalist class? 

And all this time the prostitute press of the robber 
regime of the whole world is shrieking hideously 
against Bolshevism. "It is worse than Kaiserism" 
is the burden of their cry. Certainly it is. They 
would a thousand times rather have the Kaiser re­
stored to his throne than to see the working class ri~e 
to power. In the latter event they cease to rule, their 
graft is gone and their class disappears, and well do 
they know it. That is what we said from the beginn­
ing and for which we have been sentenced as dis­
loyalists and traitors. 

Scheidemann and his breed do not believe that the 
day of the people has arrived. According to them 
the war and the revolution have brought the day of 
the bourgeoisie. Mr. Bourgeois is now to take the 
place of Mr. Junker-to evolute into another Junker 
himself by and by-while Mr. Wage-Slave remains 
where he was before, under the heels of his master, 
and all he gets out of the carnage in which his blood 

dyed the whole earth is a new set of heels to grind 
into his exploited bones and a fresh and lusty vampire 
to drain his life-blood. 

Away with all such perfidious doctrines; forever 
away with such a vicious subterfuge and treacherous 
betrayal! 

The people are ready for their day. THE PEOPLE, 
I say. Yes, the people! 

Who are the people? The people are the working 
class, the lower class, the robbed, the oppressed, the 
impoverished, the great majority of the earth. They 
and those who sympathize with them are THE PEOPLE, 
and they who exploit the working class, and the mer­
cenaries and menials who aid and abet the exploiters, 
are the enemies of the people. 

That is the attitude of Lenine and Trotzky in Rus­
sia and was of Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg in 
,Germany, and this accounts for the flood of false­
hood and calumny which poured upon the heads of 
the brave leaders and their revolutionary movement 
from the filthy mouthpieces of the robber regime of 
criminal Capitalism throughout the world. 

The rise of the working-class is the red spectre in 
the bourgeois horizon, The red cock shall never 
crow. Anything but that! The Kaiser himself will 
be pitied and forgiven if he will but roll his eyes 
heavenward, proclaim the menace of Bolshevism, and 
appeal to humanity to rise in its wrath and stamp out 
this curse to civilization. 

And still the "curse" continues to spread-like a 
raging conflagaration it leaps from shore to shore. 
The reign of Capitalism and militarism has made of 
all peoples inflammable material. They are ripe and 
ready tor the change, the great change which means 
the rise and triumph of the workers, the end of ex­
ploitation, of war and plunder, and the emancipation 
of the race. Let it come! Let us all help its coming 
and pave the way for it by organizing the workers 
industrially and politically to conquer Capitalism and 
usher in the day of the people. 

In Russia and Germany our valiant comrades are 
leading the proletarian revolution. which knows no 
race, no color, no sex, and no boundary lines. They 
are setting t~e heroic exar.~ple for world-wide emul­
ation. Let us, like them, scorn and repudiate the 
cowardly compromisers within our own ranks, chal­
lenge and defy the robber-class power, and fight it 
out on that line to victory or death f 

From the crown of my head to the soles of my feet 
I am Bolshevik, and proud of it. 

"The Day of the People has arrived!" 

The Revolutionary Strike Movement 
THE spirit of revolt, larger and more intense, is 

. seizing upon the workers of the world. Neither 
threats nor curses issued by the higl: pri~sts of bour­
geois society can repress the pressure of the· prole­
tarian masses. Even in countries where the revolution 
is not yet in action and has not unfurled the Red' 
Flag, where the demon-gods of bourgeois society ltave 
not yet Ibeen hurled from their pedestals,--even there 
the growing protest of the working masses may any 
day flare up into action, colored by a red light. 

The big British strikes, at Belfast and in the Glas­
gow district, and the strike movement in London, 
were stern warnings to the British bourgeoisie. They 
are at an end, but they are still a threat, and neWt 
strikes are developing. The press organs of British 
plutocracy are shouting at the top of their voices that 
Bolshevism is entrenching itself in the minds of the 
workers, and that the events in Belfast and Glasgow 
are warnings that Red Days may come as they did in 
Petrograd and Berlin. 

The labor movement in England is slipping away 
from the control of the official and reactionary trades 
unionism. The leadership of the movcmcnt is passing 
into the hands of the factary-committecs (Shop 
Stewards) and these representatives of tIle workers 
declare openly that the Russian methods are their 
own. 

In Paris, under the very nose of the Peace Con .. 
ference, a strike was recently declared hy the workers 
and employees of almost all the city transportation 
system. Whether this strike was crltshed by the police 
and the military, we do not I-now; we are ill thc dark, 
for the vigilant eye of the ccn!'or allows only frag­
mentary news to pass concerning the workers' move­
ment in Europe. But a K ew York paper the other 
day printed a Paris dispatch-wh :('h we are ready 
to believe-that the germs of r.olshevisl11 are pene­
trating the "capital of the world." 

No wonder, therefore, that even the Peace Con-

By A. Nyemanov 

ference is discussing the "solution" of the "labor" 
problem. Hven the aristocratic diplomats will have to 
'get busy with "dirty work." 

Difficult times have come for the bourgeoisie, dan­
gerous and fraught with great events. 

Industrialism in Australia 
The conference of the One Big Union, the name 

under which the Industrial Union movement is mak­
ing great strides in the Commonwealth, held at Syd­
ney a short time ago issued an appeal to the retum­
ng soldiers and sailors. The manifesto deals with the 
conditions which will confront these men on their 
return and points out that their only hope lies in or­
ganization in co-operation with. the workers, along 
the lines of the Russian Soviets and the councils of 
W orkers a~d Soldiers which are developing so rap­
idly in many European couTries. The concluding 
paragraphs of the document are as follows: 

"The only means to redress these evils is strong 
and effective industrial organization. The One Big 
Cnion is the one form of organization which will 
('nable us to resist the continuance of profiteering and 
insure for all a decent livelihood. 

"\v e, therefore, appeal to you to link up with the 
industrial organizations without delay. Attempts ale 
heing made by the employing class, against which we 
most emphatically warn you, to divide the workers 
into al1~gol1istic camps, with the view of reducing 
wages anrl still further plundering all other sections 
of the community. We live in critical times, when 
events are moving rapidly. \Ve can, by united effort, 
secure more complete economic and social freedom 
than we have ever before possessed. Should we ne­
glect our present opportunities the shackles of indus­
trial servitude will be riveted upon us and upon you, 
and the forces of reaction triumph." 

Then there have been great strikes in Brussels, 
in Sweden and Switzerland, and in far-off India. In 
the Central Powers the revolutionary movement is 
still active. Events in Spain have so shaken the bour­
geoisie that the report comes--of Lenin being in Bar­
celona! South America is a-tremble with strikes and 
revolutionary agitation. 

The old capitalist world is writhing in mortal agony. 
'A new life is bursting forth. And even where the 
movement has not yet assumed the stormy form of 
revolutionary protest, the troubled conscience of the 
masters of bourgeois society sees the red hand of the 
proletarian revolution which is writing on the wall 
the stern words prophesying the coming end of our 
present social system. 

And things are not at all calm in the United States. 
The American Senate. this college of pontifical 
priests, runs here and there in search for culprits 
who are disturbing social peace. Bankers and mer­
chants are lavishly spending money to fight the Bol­
shevik menace. The Department of Justice is alert. 
Hundreds of fighters in the cause of lahor are being 
thrown into jail; others are being deported. The 
Espionage Act is still in force-but strikes and rev­
olutionary agitation mUltiply. 

The American bourgeoisie expects, and is preparin& 
for, the advent of stormy weather. Strikes assume 
revolutionary character. 

The American bourgeoisie hears the thunder peals 
of the coming storm. Obeying the instinct of self­
preservation, it resorts to the u!'c of the old methods 
in hope of crushing the movemcnt. The capitalists 
are strong and organized. while the American work­
ing class is still Icarning'. still nC't adept in masS action. 
Strikes are still isolated in character. But it is devel­
oping. The revolutionary strike movement develop­
ing all over the world is having its expression in our 
country. The European methods of proletarian strug­
gle flms/ become international, are becoming inter­
national. 
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Democracy and Proletarian Dictatorship 

I F we are to have a dictatorship of the workers 
and peasants with the object of putting down the 
bourgeoisie, of depriving the bourgeoisie of any 

opportunity to undertake attempts to reestablish its 
power, it is clear, that there is no room for any WJae 
liberties for the bourgeoisie. nor for extending the 
right of suffrage to the bourgeoisie, nor for trans­
forming the Soviet power into a bourgeois-republican 
parliament. 

The Communist (Bolshevist) Party is assailed 
from all sides with expressions of dissatisfaction, ana 
even with threats, to this effect: "You are closing 
up the newspapers, dispersing meetings, violating 
the freedom of speech and of the press j you are es­
tablishing an autocracy, you are highwaymen and 
murderers" and other similar things. We must there­
fore go into the question of "liberties" in the Soviet 
Republic in considerable detail. 

Let us take an example. When, in March 1917, 
the revolution broke out, and the Czarist ministers 
(Sturmer, Protopopov, etc.) were arrested, did any­
one object? No one did. And yet, these arrests, like 
:my/other arrests, were a violation of Personal Liber­
t~,. Why was this violation approved by all? And 
why did we then say: "So it is and so it should be ?" 
Simply because these arrests were of persons who 
were dangerous counter-revolutionaries. And in rev­
olutionary times more than in any other it is neces­
sary to observe the eleventh commandment: "Thou 
shalt not be caught napping!" If we do not remain 
constantly watchful, if we allow full freedom ot 
action to all the enemies of the people and make no 
effort to restrict them, there soon will be very little 
left of the revolution. 

Another example. At the time the Sturmers and 
Goremykins were being arrested, the Black Hundred 
press was also suppressed. This was very clearly 
a violation of the freedom of· the press. But was 
this violation of the 'freedom of the press justifiable? 
Of course it was. And not one reasonable man will 
attempt to deny that this act was as it should be. 
Why? Again simply for the reason that in a life and 
death strt12'l:'lc it is necessary to deprive the enemy 
of his weanons. And one of these is the press. 

In the November Rev.olution, in Kiev, the Black 
Hundred or~anizarion. "The Double-Headed Eagle," 
was suppresgecl, in addition to a number of others. 
This was a violation of the liberty of association. Yet 
it was a proper act, since the revolution cannot toler­
ate liberty of association to organizations directed 
againgt the revolution. 

When Kornilov was advancing on Petrograd, a 
number of generals went on strike, refusing to sub­
mit to the orders of the Provisional Government. 
They declared themselves to be entirely in favor of 
Kornilov. Could we afford to support this kind of 
liberty of a "general's" strike? It was necessary to 
proceed against such strikes on.the part of the Black 
Hundreei generals with the most severe measures. 

What is the voint of all this ? We see that violations 
of every variety of liberty are necessary in dealing 
with the o"f'oflent.f of tire r£"l'olution. There cannot 
i., revolutionary eras be any liberties for the enemie, 
of the peonle and of the revolution. That is a clear. 
irrefutable position. 

Frot'n March to November, neither the Mensheviki, 
nor the ri~ht Social-Revolutionaries, nor the' bour­
geoisie, raised any outcry against the "forcible sei­
zures" undertaken in March, against the abrogation 
of the freedom of the (Black Hundred) press, of 
'the (Black Hundred) speech, etc. No outcry was 
raised, because these acts were ~rried out by the 
power seized by the bourgeoisie in March: the Guch­
koys, Milyukovs. Rodzyankos, Tereschenkos and 
their faithful servants. the Kerf>nskys and Tsereteltis. 

In XO\'cmber the situation had changed. Then the 
workers came out a~ainst the bourgeoisie, which on 
~f arch had heen sitting on their necks. In November 
the peasants supported the workers. Of course tne 
bourgeois!c was in!;pired with an insane hatred of 
the workers' revolution, which was hardly exceeded 
by the hatred fclt by the feudal landholders. All the 
great pruperty owners now united against the work­
ing class ;\'1C1 the poorest peasants. All rallied to the 
support of the so-called party of popular liberty 
(actually the party of popular treason) against the 
people. .\!leI naturally. when the people began to 
put some pressure on these their enemies, the latter 
hCllan to ~hot1t in impotent rage: "Mob violence!" 
"Hi!!h\\,;'I\"Im:n!" etc. 

The fOl1r.winr:· h. ~("I\\·e','cl'. cle:tr to the workers 
all,1 peasall·~. The Communist Party not only does 
1I0l c1emanei any liOerties whatever for the bourgeots 

By N. Bucharin 

FOREWORD 
N. Bucharin is a dominant fador in the Commun­

ist Party of Russia, and smce early in the Revolu­
tion head of the Moscow Soviet. He was for years, 
together with Lenin, the brains of ~he Bolsheviki. Dur­
ing the Revolution Buchann was aggressive and im­
placable; and after the conquest of power by the pro­
letariat and the organization of the Sovjet State. he 
was the representative of th~ extreme left of the Com­
munist Party, opposin~ Lentn as moderate on many 
issues, although one WIth Lenin on the general theory 
and policy of revolutionary Jiroletarian dictatorship and 
communism. 

Bucharin is an' original thinker as well as an extra­
ordinary able propagandist. His writings on Imperial­
ism are of first importance and it is the intention of 
The Revollltiollliry Age soon to make them available to 
American Socialists. This article is a chapter from 
Bucharin's book The Program of the Communist 
Party,-published in Russia about eight months ago. 
We shall publish other chapters from time to time. 

A quiet, restrained and unassuming man. Bucharin 
is consumed by an intense energy and revolutionary 
'lpirit . 

enemies of the people (such as, liberty of the press, 
of speech, of association, assembly, etc.). On the 
contrary: it demands constant readiness to confiscate 
the bourgeois press, to disperse the meetings of the 
enemies of the people, to prevent them from dissem­
.inating lies, intrigues, and panic j to put down in the 
most ruthless manner every effort they make to re­
turn to power. For that is' what the dictatorship of 
the proletariat means. 

In other words, when we speak of the press, our 
first question should be: What press is under dis­
cussion, the bourgeois or the proletarian? When it, is 
a matter of meetings, we must first ask: whose meet­
ings, those of workers, or those of counter-revolu­
tionaries? When the question of strikes is raised, 
our first concern is this: is it a strike of the workers 
against the bourgeoisie or a sabotage of the bour­
geoisie or the bourgeois intelligentsia against the pro­
letariat? Anybody who can't see this can't see any­
tlVing. The presli, meetings, association, etc., are 
instruments of the class struggle, and in a revolu­
tionary epoch they are instruments of civil war, no 
less than the physical military supplies, such as ma­
chine-guns, gunpowder, shell. And the whole ques­
tion amounts simply to this: by what class are they 
being used. and ~inst what dass? The working 
class cannot offer liberty of organization to the up­
risings of Kornilovs. Dutovs and Milyukovs, against 
the toiling masses. Similarly, it cannot grant absolute 
liberty of action, org-anization. speech. press, assemb­
ly, to counter-revolutionary chieftains who with 
great persistence are carrying through their program 
rand only waiting for a chance to hurl themselves 
against the workers and peasants. 

When the right Social-Revolutionaries and the 
Mensheviki utter the battle-cry of the "Constitutional 
Assembly," they are realty concerned with votes for 
tire bourgeoisie: Similarly, when they shout wildly 
about the annihilation 'of all liberties. they are con­
cerned with the liberties of the bOflrgeoisie. No one 
may touch the boure-eois press. the bourgeois leaders, 
the counter-revolutionary boure-eois organizations­
that is the position these peonle take. 

"But," we are told, "you also closed doyn the Men­
shevik and Social-Revolutionist papers j more than 
once the Communist Party has failed to respect the 
persons of respectable people, peoole who had been 
iailed under the C7.ar's regime. How about that?·' 
We shalt answer this question with another: When 
Gotz, a right Social-Revolutionist, Colonel, organized 
an uprising of the military cadets and officers against 
the soldiers and workers, should we caress him fond­
ly for this activity? When Rudtseff. a right Social­
Revolutionist, organized a Moscow \Vhite Guard in 
Xovember consisting of boure-eois boys, house-owners 
and other gentlemen. the gilded youth. and together 
with officers and military cadets tried to put down 
with machine guns and to drown in blood the Novem­
ber uprisin2' of the workers and soldiers-were we for 
this to decorate him with an order? When the Men­
shevik paper Forward (wh;ch should have been called 
"Backward") and the Social-Revolutionist Labor lied 
to the Moscow worker!! at a most critical hour. saying 
that Kornilov had taken Petrofll'ad (and they did 
this to crush the wilt of the workers). did thev de 
!lerve our prai!le for this little provocatory prank? 

\Vhat must we infer from all this? The following: 
J f the ~ocial-traitor leaeiprs and the .sr.cial-traitor pa­
oer~ hef'in to serve the hnl1rg-eoi!lie with unmiti~at~d 
ardor. if they c"'1~c tn differ in any respect from the 
Black-Hundrecl-Cadet-Pogrom Band. in their public 
utterances. we shall have to adopt the same measure~ 

in dealing with them as in dealing with their beloved 
masters and benefactors. Many such persons at pre­
sent, who in their day fought against the Czar and 
the nobles, now set up a dying wail whenever the 
"'orkers touch the possessions of the bourgeoisie. For 
the past-they have our gratitude. But if at the pre­
sent conjuncture, they are going to resemble the 
Black Hundred in their actions, we must act against 
them. 

While the bourgeoisie and all the other enemies 
of the proletariat and the poorest peasants must be 
muzzled, the proletarians' and peasants themselves 
must have the fullest liberty of speech, a~sociatioD. 
press, etc., and they must have these not ill woreJI 
only, but in fact. Never under any system of society 
were there so many organizations of workers and 
peasants as there are now under the Soviet power. 
N ever did any state support so many workers and 
peasants organizations, as in our day under the Soviet 
power. This is the result of the simple reason that 
the Soviet power is the power of the workers and 
peasants themselves, and it is not surprising that this 
power should support the organizations of the work­
ing class, in so far as that is possible, in so far as the 
strength and the means are present. And we repeat: 
the Communist Party is realty introducing these li­
berties. not merely prom:sing them to the world. Here 
is a little example: The liberty of the workers' press. 
Fnder the pressure of the working class even tile 
bourgeoisie had consented to certain degree of liberty 
for the workers' press. But the workers have not 
the means: the printing offices are all in the hands of 
the capitalists. The paper is also in the hands of 
the capitalists, who have bought everything. The 
peasant has his liberty of the press, but he cannot 
make this liberty real. because he has not the where- ' 
withal. The Communists tum to the gentlemen COD­

trol1ing the printing offices, declare them to be the 
property of the workers' and peasants' state, and 
places them at the disposal of the working comrades 
-they may now actually realize their right to a !fee 
pre!ls. Of course the capitalist gentlemen will set 
up a howl. But it is clear ~hat the right to a free 
press can be realized only in this way. 

Thev may out a.nother question to us: why did not 
the Dolsheviki speak sooner concerning the abolition 
of full ri'!hts for the bourgeoisie? Why d:d they for­
merly stanel for a bourgeois-democratic republic? 
\Vhy did they themselves formerly stand for the 
Constituellt 1\ ssemblv? And not asking of depriving 
the bOl1rg-eoisie of the right of suffrage? Why, in a 
word. have they now changed their program on these 
<]l1t'stions? 

The reason is very simple: the working class has 
hitherto not had the strength to attempt an open 
attack 011 the bourgeois fortress. They needed pre­
paratory measures, a gathering of energies, en1ight­
enmt'nt of the masses, organization. 

They did, to be sure, have li-berty of the workers' 
press. of their own, not of the press of their masters. 
But they could not :;!O to the capitalists, and to their 
~tate power, and state the demand: Messrs. Capi­
a"st~. shl1t einwn your. pnpers and open un ours r 
Pe~nle W(>lllrl rnve lal1'7t,prl at thpm. for it ;s ridi­
CI1I(>I1" to 'ont ~11\' "uch ei,,"'a'lr! to th·~ ennit,liqt!l: it 
would be ef]t'iYalent to asking them to cut their own 
throats. Such dem:lnds can only be made at the, 
height of a successful onslaught. No earlier time 
was suitable. That is why the worker, as well as 
our party. tlsed to !lay: Hurrah for freedom of the 
press (the 7('lrolc press. including the bourgeois). Ur, 
to take another example: It is clear that employers' 
lea~ttes. which throw the workers into the streets, 
keep blncklists, etc .. -are harmful to the working 
c1as!I. Rut the working class could not QPmly de­
mallei: A holi~h vour or!Yanizations and establish ours I 
To do that they would first have had to crush the 
ca!'ifalisf f!r,1I'rr. AI~(1 for that they were not strong 
enot1(!"h. That is whv our partv then also cried: we . 
rlem<l'1f! libl'rty of associations '(in general, not only 
for the worhrs). 

nl1t the times ha\'e chang-cd. Now we are no 10DI';­

er eiiscussing prolon!!'ed preparations for the battle: 
we are alreadv in the day of the final attack, after 
Ihl' first g-reat victory over the boure:eoisie. The 
,'.'nrkin(J' f'1a~s is no\\' confronted with another task: 
To c.r;'slr th,. on1)osition of the bnnrg-eoisie. 

.\ml for tha~r,.ac;n'l the workin!?" class. which is 
nf'W ne('1'>' fnr the l:hel'ntion of alt humanity from 
tl1P er"dtil'c ~n(l l'O!"rors of c<lp:taHsm. mnst ",jtn 
i"/1I',,ihk r,.rr.1tlt('nl~c, e'1rrv Ol1t thi'! t'1sk: no con­
~i'1";"1ti')'l f·,:· 'he hn·lr,!nl);c:ir.. hut ftlll liberty. and 
tl,(, n'('an~ r.f e:creisin;:r snch liberty, to the working 
cia!'.,; and the poorest peasants . 
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The Wrath of the Millions 

THROUGHOUT the world t11e wrath of the pro­
letariat is preparing to hurl itself at the forces 
of Imperialism. 

The wrath of an accusing working class is about 
to deal with the politicians and financiers of Imperial­
ism whose power is based on a bluff and on past, 
dense ignorance of the working class. 

In Paris ,the ablest servants of Imperialism have 
been conducting a series of discussions to consider 
ways al1ft means of bolstering their worn, decayed 
social sy:stem. Through preis channels these servants 
of Impel ialism would have us think of their discus­
sions a!'. the embodiment of a peace conference. 

But where is there peace? 
There will be no peace in the world after the ser­

vants of Imperialism have adjourned their conference. 
There can be no peace-there shall be no peace-in 
the world until the workers have organized their 
wrath and used it mercilessly to crush laws, customs, 
and institutions that have enabled a few imperialist 
politicians and financiers to exploit and bleed the pro­
letariat. 

While Wilson and House, Lloyd George and Bal­
four and Pichon, and other representatives of Impe­
rialism are evolving a capitalist peace and consider­
ing the possibility of future wars in which the work­
ers are to murder one another without cause, the 
wrath of the proletariat is raising its giant form, 
ready to strike hard in England, Ireland, Scotland, 
South America, the United States, Roumania, Italy. 

While the world is in the throes of proletarian 
wrath, what are the Socialists of America thinking, 
no'w! 

American Socialists should reconcile themselVes to 
the cold, bare fact that parliamentary or moderate 
Socialism is dead to stay dead. 

Moderate Socialism in America gave its last gasp 
when its high priest, Victor Berger, was convicted a 
few weeks ago for violation of the espionage act. 

I think, moderate Socialism in America gave its 
last ~asp when its arch apostle, while on the witness 
stand, revealed graphically and unconsciously, the 
craven; compromising, treacherous _ psychology of 
mod~rate Socialism as he expressed disapproval of 
the Bolsheviki in Russia and revolutionary working­
class tendencies in the United States. Will American 
Socialists agree that this brand of Ebert-Kerensky­
Scheideman Socialism is more dangerous to' intelli­
J!ent American working class revolution than capital­
ists with their institutions? They should, if they be 
honest and clear in their perceptions. 

Why the childish prattle of moderate Socialism. to 
appease the anger of imperialists, about buying out 
the industries when they can be expropriated by a 
~overnment hased on proletarian dictatorship? Amer­
ican capitalism will never sell itself out any more 
than did feudalism or American negro slavery. 

Socialists should discard the practice of trying to 
cater to the ~ood will of the enemies of the working 
class. Socialist policy must become drastic and posi-
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tive in its demands and welcome a similar policy from 
the bourgeoisie although .the latter have shown they 
need no invitations to be drastic and positive in their 
methods for. the protection of their power. 

Today the forces of American, French. English, 
Italian, Japanese and German imperialism are lined 
up solidly against the proletarian revolution in Rus­
sia. Socialists in America should realize their task 
to bring prcssure upon American Imperialism by SUf­
porting the Bolsheviki and world-wide revolt. 

The t· nitcd States teems with proletarian wrath 
that is not yet organized, the wrath of people who dis­
trust .the government in' foreign affairs, the wrath of 
men and women workers who want something more 
out of lifc than the opportunity to work from sunrise 
to sundown, the wrath of a greatly increasing unem­
ployed amlY, the wrath of returning soldiers who are 
jobl~ after having fought for ~'detnocracy" and 
"freedom." These people, fretting under the ,double 
yoke of economic insecurity, unemployment and high 
prices, constitute the material now before our eyes, 
the material with which we must work to create self­
disciplined mass revolution. 

An American revolutionary Socialist movement 
must convince workers that their wrath can bring 
them permanent relief from economic insecurity only 
when their indignation is expressed in conscious 
mass action for the abolition of the capitalist state 
called "democracy" and the organization of a state 
recognizing the needs of those who work on a socially 
useful status. 

Moderate Socialism has always interfered with the 
development of working class initiative just as much 
as the conservative labor unions of the American 
Federation of Labor. Moderate Socialism has ever 
supported the capitalist state in which the bourgeois 
have always held the reins of power. 

There is no difference between moderate Socialism 
and bourgeois reform. The former is to catch votes 
for some Socialist politician. and the latter to carry 
out reforms under pressure from the masses. 

In many sections of the country factories and mills 
are closing or have shut down. A revolutionary So­
ciaEst government based on proletarian dictatorship 
,vtluld, not hesitate to expropriate and open these fac­
tories and mills for the employment of those who are 
eager to work, eager to produce wealth. 

In different states conferences (always "confer­
ences") are on between state and federal officials and 
conservativ<;. sane labor leaders, all engrossed in the 
problem of reaching a solution for unemployment. 

Conferences are of no avail. Bourgeois conferences 
({'ollservative. sane labor leaders belong to the lower 
strata of the bourgeois) never helped the worker!!. 

Can conferences between government officials ancI 
conservative labor leaders give employment to ten 
million unemployed persons (figures based on figures' 
bv Dean Kirchwev. for the United States Department 
of Labor) while 'private owners of industry deem it 
unprofitable to employ or buy labor power? 

Woodrow Wilson laaue 
of 

-The Revolutionary Age 
President \Viison will return to America Monday and 

makc a speech~his report on the Peafe Confercnces. 
Practicallv the whole of the next issue 01 The Rev­

olutionary Age will he devoted to an analysis of this 
spe~h-~ splendid issue jor propaganda purposes. The 
issue will han- a cartoon. 

Send your orders now! Spread our message among 
the workers! 

H. (;. STE[;\fER, Manager 
RBS \\'ashingtoll Street. Boston, Mass. 

Red Week for the Age! 
The Red "reek is a Socialists' week. a means 

of de\'elopin:; our inteilectual and material force!' 
for the oyerthrow of Capitalism. 

FOR THE DENEFIT OF 

The Revolutionary Age 
-our only red Socialist-Communist paper. It 
will start :\farch 2. at tht' Dudley Club of Lettish 
Branch No. I. 23 Kcnilworth Street, Roxhury, 
~rass., which has heen rebuilt and beautifully 
decorated. 

.\11 of Bm~ton will participate. Every night 
wil1 ha"'c s0111cth.ing' to offer This week will be 
a \'ictory \\("ck. 

Talk emanating from conferences and reported in 
the press with a pretense of achievement will not 
solve economic problems of the moment, especially at 
this moment, with proletarian wrath holding itself 
ready to take what the bourgeois refuse to give up­
the control of government and industry. 

.-\s far as moderate Socialism is concerned in the 
matter, it camlOt rise from its grave to offer spectre 
promises that could not be kept. Wherever moderate 
~ocialisl11 had opportunity to co-operate with revoh,· 
tionary mass demands, it developed into social pa­
triotism, capitalist state worship, counter-revolution 
and discouraged working class initiative. 

Is the American Socialist movement to be a factor 
in the world-wide proletarian revolution? Then it 
l11ust welcome and promote initiative amopg the 
people, to create social conflicts that will put the bour­
geois on the defensive, must encourage disregard 
and disdain of imperialist social and economic repres­
ilion, must support attacks of the workers on every 
form of bourgeois control. • 
~ othing short of a dictatorship of the revolutic;:mry 

Socialist proletariat as the forerunner of genuine 
industrial democracy, should become the dominant 
note in American Socialist policy. There cannot, 
will not, be room for any other policy, because people 
are not in a mood for compromise with 'unemploy­
ment. economic insecurity and other 'phases of cap­
italist civilization, after supporting a war that was 
foisted upon them in the name of democracy and 
freedom. -

A degraded press, ever since the Bolsheviki as­
Slimed power fifteen months ago, has been looking 
upon the proletarian revolution in Russia with alarm, 
derision, hatred. With the spirit of revolt imbedding 
itself in the hearts (and I hope the heads as well) of 
the American masses, press, politicians and financiers 
refer to Bolshevism as a bogey, a force resolving it­
self into chaos and confusion. 

\-VIlat worse chaos and confusion can be produced 
than exists now throughout the world as a result of 
capitalist imperialist domination? 

The bourgeoisie has nothing to offer the people, 
and is powerless before the historic forces of post­
war events. Bourgeois organization of industry is 
cracking. But many are not aware of this at present. 
.occasionally a London will say words to disarm the 
\mrkers about the consciousness of their might, as he 
did. not so long ago in the House of Representatives, 
,':hen he referred to the proletarian revolution as an 
ill11>ossibility in the United States. 

Rut before us looms the wrath of tbe millions! 
, \ 11<1 we hail the wrath of the millions t 
The growing wrath of the people indicates their' 

awakening" fro1)1 the slumbering stupor of capitalist 
clt'"111ocracv. And this wrath, that must become self­
clisciplillecl and intelligently expressed, shall use its 
!'l1ergy in building order out of chaos, establishing a 
n~al worId peace. creating a Soviet republic, and or­
ganizing a league of free working class nations. 
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