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The Unemployed and the Soldiers
HE problem of uncmployment is vcry real and
menacing, to the American workcrs. It. is a
problem that will become more acute <ll;d that
canHot be met in the old way. Drastic action is necessary.
Dr. George W. Kirchwey, Director of the' United
States Employment Service, said on April 19: "Recent
estimates that placed the present number of unemployed in New York City at 40,000 are decidedly conservative. Actual statistics on ttnemployment are alw~ys impossible to get. One can only approximate.
H OWet'er, 100,000 'would be much nearer the :;nark as
an estimate of the number now out of work here. The
total may be e'l!en higher than· that." Aproximately
25·% of this huge army of unemployed in New York
City censists of former soldiers, sailors and marines.
according to Dr. Kirchwey, who adds that the present
crisis will last well into the summer.

T

Recent estimates (which now must be revised upt,'ards, however) indicated that unemployment is general throughout the industrial centres of. the t;TlJited
States:· Buffalo, 13,000; Albany, 4000; the state of
Massachusetts, 50,000; Cleveland, 55,()()(); Toledo, 10,000; Detroit, 30,000; Minneapolis, 4,000; San Fran-'
cisco, 8,000; ,the state of Oregon, 7,000: etc. These
figures provjde a very poor picture of the actual menace of unemployment, of the terri.ble suffering of the
'\'.'orkers which is made w~rse by a rising cost of living.
The actual unemployment is supplemented by a crisis
.among the employed. Wages are being slashed; workers are compelled to -accept lower wages and work
harder by the threat tha·t the factory may close down.
Workers with jobs are fired ! often on the pretext of
being Bolshevik agitators) while unemployed are hired
at lower t('ages. A reign of industrial terror is being
instituted by the employers.
There are ,two immediate causes for this unemployment (the fundamental cause, of course;'is Capitalism,
which develops and requires a reserve industrial army
of ,unemployed) : the suspension of most war industry
work, and the demobilization of the soldiers and sailors ..
During the war, the patriotic cai>italists made money
hand over fist. They monopolized, practically. the
markets of the world, the European peoples being
adi\'c producing death instead of goods. They manufactured munitions for the Allies, and then for the
,\mcrican Government, at fabulous profits: hundreds
of new millionaires were made during the war. Some
people do profit from war .. "
Extortionate prices
were charged the Allies and thc American G-overnment
for munitions. and other things; there was profiteering
even in the food sold' {'Or the starving Belgians. . . .
Extortionatc prices wcre charged for necessaries of
lift., for food, clothing and-shelter: which largcly cut
down the slight increase in wages. It \\';,;5 a positively
ft'verish period of prosperity-for the capitalists.
The workers c\uriilg tile war ·had to'l(}er. Millions
of them were drafted into the army: millions more
were required in the war industries; there was a larger
demand, also, for the commodities produced during
peace. The result was that the demand for labor was
largcr than the supply. But labor was afraid to use
this power, because of the regime of governmental
and bourgeois terrorism made possible .by the hysteria
of the war: the capitalists could use war as an oppor,t-·
unity for .larger profits, but the· workers were largely
afraid to use the opportunity. Still, the employers

were compelled 11.0 make conccssillfls,-higher wages,
bonuses, and "consideration."
.
"When the Devil is sick, the Devil a monk would be;
when the Devil is well, the Devil a monk is hc." When
the capitalist needs the workers more than usual; he
smiles upon them,-until the day comes when he· can
kick them again .. " .
The day came. The war was over (except the little
war against the workers of Soviet R~lssia). Munitions

Call for a -National Conference
of the .Left. Wing
.

",

"'

Local Boston, Socialist Party, Local Cleveland, Socialist Party, and the Left Wing
Section of the Socialgt PaTty of New York
City have isSued a call for a National Left
Wing Conference.
The call is iMued to locals, branches and
minority ,roups of the Party who have
adopted the Left Win,. Manifesto and
ProflTam.

,

The purpose of the Conference is to formulate a national declaration of Left Wing
Principles, form a national, unified expression of the Left Wing (a sort of General
Council- not a separate organization)" and
concentrate our· forces' to conquer the Party
for revolutionaTfl Socialgm.
The Conference willllleet 011 Saturday, 11m€'
Representation-one delegate for cach 500
members-tlot more thau 3 delegates for each
group. Place-'-to be decided.
Left Wing locals and branches, aq! Address
all communications to Luuis C. Fraina 885
Washington Street, Boston, Mas~·.
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were not in demand. Unemployment developed-the
first "victory" of peace for the workers, an indication
of what is to come.
Brutally, the workers were thrown otit. Brutally,
die smile of the employers ,tuTlled .into a sneer: "Well,
what are you going to do about it?"
Then this unemployment was increased by the demobilization of soldicrs and sailors (and there are a
million more, we believe, to bc' demobilized). Some
of these "de'fenders of democracy" got their jo}.ls-but
this meant unemployment for other workers. Some
of, them couldn't ge>t jobs-they· had helped to make
the world safe for'democracy, ,but didn't make them.selves safe for a living.
The Americ~n Government did practically nothing
to insure
nonnal transition from war industry to
peace industry. It thre~ workers out of the munition
plants; it threw sol~liers and sailors o11t of the service;
-organizing no t'nachinery to deal with the inevitable
crisis.
Congress prove~ itself utterly incompetent, the employers utterly brutal. It is the nature of the beast
of Capitalism. . . .
This unemployment crisis is ,bound to become worse
-with all that means in the way of suffering and tears
for the men, women and children of the working class.
More soldiers and sailors are to be demobilized. That
means more unemployment.
. But, still more important, !Etlropean industry will
soon resume "normal" operations. The l.'nited States,

a

at present, is. still the only ilatiotl upon which the
world ~all draw for commodities. liut soon Europe
will restlme manufacturing. It will buy. certain goods
from tiS, but it will have goods of, its own to sell; it
witl compete in the markets of the 'Jorld with the
United States. Out of ihis must develop acute competition, a;l industrial crisis, more unemployment.
It is a serious situation. It is a: situation .that calls
upon the working class-employed and unemployed,
fot' the emplo)'ed may soon become unemployed-for
aggressive action.
The soldiers and the unemployed. must unite with
the employed workers to act upon this crisis. They
must create their own lilachinery to tackle the unemployment crisis.
They don't want charity.' They don't want the
smile oil pretty girls. or the unctuous pro.mises of old
women, in place ofjobs. Nor must they depend upon
"government agencies" which provide jobs for "experts" but few for the workers.
Councils
the lJnemployed must be organized.
Councils of Soldiers and Sailors must he organized.
Councils of Workmen mu91: be organized. These three
;have their own functions, but 111USt unite in General
Councils. And these Councils 111USt consist of actllal
soldiers, sailors, unemployed and workmen in the
shops.·
The demands lllust ~Gl1sist. not in emergency measures, but in measures which are emergent and perlilanellt in character. Jl( (ITS of ",,'orkers must be reduced
in order to prO'< i-ie joi s lor the unemployed, and make
work easier and not a tragedy. Industry 1IIust be
regulated to absorb tit.', unemployed.
It is a crime·l::at l'ot..c workers work too hard whiltj
other workers ha vc no ";ork at all.
These Councils must prevent a reduction in wages;
ill fact, they, shoul'l mmpel an increase in wages so
that' life may become worth living.
If factories .shut down, while people are starving,
these Councils must demand that the factories be operated by the" Workmen's Councils. There shall be 110
'sabotage of production while millions are in want of
the things of' life.
Mass pressure must he broilght upon ,the eniployers
alt9 the Government. :\lass dell1onst~ations must be
organized l)y the Unemployed Councils. The soldiers·
must:, ass~rt their rights. Every Strike Committee
must become a Soviet. There must be a un)ty of the
soldiers and the workers: then we are invincible.
Gradually, these Councils from immediate meaS\lreS
will necessarily consider ultimate and larger measurcs.
They must, if the workers are to live. From cutting
profits, they will cOlue to ending profits....
Capitalism is breaking down. It cannot solve its
own economic problems. It has come to a crisis; and
this crisis will ·become illore acute and menacing to
the workers, until the workers act to end Capitalism.
. The workers may not realize this now; but they
"ill. Life itself will compel this recognition.
They ,told the soldi~s they were to make the world
~afe for democracy: .but the ·makers of democracy are
!lOW thrown upon the scrap-heap.
. They told the workmen that a new world was coming; it has come, a world of new misery, of new oppression.
There must be action. There 111USt be unity of the
soldiers and the unemployed, unity of these with the
workers; and a conscious struggle for work and life,
peace and happiness
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The Principia and Tactic. 01 the New Intemational
tlrc Call of the COmfff"ftilt Party of RtUM (Bolshevik;) for a Com",unist ]ftterMtiolltJl COftgress.
!tis an urgent necessity that the' first congress of the ~ew
revoLutionary International be .. called. During the war and
the Revolution the completebankrupc:y of the old Socialist
and Social Democratic parties, and the second International.
as well as the incompetency of the middle elements of the old
Social Democracy (the so-called "centre") for live revolutionQry action, has finally become evident. At. present, however,
the outlines of the genuine .revolutionary International are
distinctly coming into view.
As a basis for the new International. we consider necessary
the recognition of the following principles, which we shall
consider our .platform, and which have been worked out on
the basis of·the program of the Spartacus group in Germany
and the Communist party fBolsheviki) in Russia.
I. The present· is the period of·the dissolurion and the
collapse 'Of the whole capitalist world system, which will mean
the complete collapse of European culture,. if Capitalism,
with its unsolvable contradictions, is not destroyed.
2. The '1)roblem of the ,proietariat «Insists in immediately
~dzillg ,the power of the state. This seizure of the power of
~tatc means the destruction of the state ·apparatus of the
hourgeoi9ie and the 'Organization of a new proletarian apparat'lIs of power.
3. This new proletarian state must embody the dictatorship uf the proletariat, and in ~n places also the Small
peasants and farm hands, this dictatorship constituting the
instrument for the systematic overthrow of the exploiting
classes and the .means of their -expropriation.
Not the fra.udulent bourgeois democracy-this hypocritical
form 'Of rule of the finance oligarchy-with its pu·rely formal
equality, but the preletarian deinocracy and the .possibility
of the reali7.a.tion of freedom for the. working masses; not
parliamentarism, but self·government of these masses through
their elected organizatiens: not capitalist bureaucracy, but
organs 'Of administration which have been created by the
masses themselves, with the real participation of these masses in the government of the countries and ~n the activity
of the Socialist structure-this should be the ty.pe of the
proletarian state. The power of the Workers' Councils and
similar organizatiens is its concrete fonn.
4. The llictatorship of the proletariat is te complete the
immediate expropriation 'Of Capitalism and the suppression
of private preperty in means of production, which includes,
under Socialism, the suppression of private property and. its
transfer to a proletarian state. under the Socialist administration of the working cbss, the abolition of capi·talist
agricultural production. the nationalization of the great business Ii rms and financial trusts.
;;. rn order to insure the social revolution, for defense
again9t enemies within and without, of assistance fer other
natioool groups 'Of the fighting proletariat, etc., ·the complete
disarmament of the bourgeoisie and their agents and the
g-l'lIl"l'<l1 arming of the proletariat is necessary.
('. The lIn'sl'ut world siobuation demands the closest relation
I... t "'<:l'1I the (lifTerent parts. of the revelutionary proletariat
:11111 a cllm"ll'Il' union between the countries in wllich the
S".:ialist rev(liution has been victorious.
7. TIll' fnndamental means of the struggle is the mass
adioll of tIll' Ilroletariat. developing into armed and open
war nllOll the hourgeois state.
R TIlt' old International has broken into three main
!('roll)ls: First. those frankly social patriots who during the
"ntire i.tllperialisti.c war from 1914. to 1918 supported their
hnnrg-Cllisic and transformed the work3ng ·c1ass into hangmen
of the inll'rnational revelution.
Then there is the "Center," at present theoretioally led by
Kantsky and rl')lresenting an organization of such element~,
l'lInstalltly w;!VennS('. not capable of following a definite plan
.. f adion and at times positively traitorous.
Finally ~he rcvolutionary left wing.
(j.
.\s n·gards the social-patriets, who everywhere in the
critil'al 1l1n1l1cnt OPI)ose the proletarian revolution with force
of arms. a merciless fight is absolutely necessary. As regards'
the "center:' our tactics must be to separate the revolutionary dement$. and to pitilessly criticize the leaders. Absolute
sClmration from the organization 'Of the Center is absolutely
necessary at a cer.tain phase of development.
10. On the other hand, it is necessary- to proceed in a
commun movement with the revolutionary elements of the
working. class who. though hitherto not belonging to the party,
yet adopl today in its entirety, the point of view of dictatorship of the preletariat, under the form of -Soviet government;
including the syndicalist elements 'Of the labor movements.
TIll' ol'iciol Socialist Parh' of the United States nus flOt
il/dfl'd to tlris COl/gress,bllt' the Left Wing of the i'a,ty was.
Ollr 11I.(k is to conqucr the ~arty for Left Wing Socialism,
alld affiliate tcoifh fhe Bolshevik-S/la,.tacan ]IItcNlOtional.
1'1'0111
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Perhaps. Perhaps Not!

T

HE forces opposing Bolshevi!im in America are 'apeculiar mixture. 'Reactionary labor union oflicials and sweaters of labor, the university and the gutter, the Government and plutocracy, are feverishhly
agitati!1g. against. this "rnenaceto American institu~
tions,"-American institutions, of course, being used
to Olean the evil· supremacy' of Capitalism.·
Among the agitator.s against Bolshevism is Secretary of Labor' William B. Wilson, formerly an A. F.
of L. union official. This "labor representative" in
the Cabinet of President Wilson .is justifying his appointment .by actively defending the interests of c~p
ital. He is deporting radicals. He is using his office
-necessarily-against labQr and for capital. He is
preaching optimism to the workers, vividly picturing
the prosperity that-is ·to come.
The other day,' Secretary Wilson said that "the
backbone of Bolshevism in America has been broken."
Why, Bolshevism hasn't really manifested itself yet.
"American labor will not be involved in the movement.
When the American laboring man comes to realize
what the movement means he will shun it." Perhaps.
Dut since Bolshevism means Socialism, and Socialism
expresses the fundamental interests o(the workers, the
only way to break <:apitalism, that maker of war and
misery and oppressi~n, it's more likely that when
American labor understands what Bolshevism means,
it will accept its policy and practice. Understanding
alone is necessary for acceptanee. That's why Capitalism lies so much about Bolshevism.

Irish Labor Acts.

T

HE strike in Limerick,. Ireland, threatens to became general. The strike is political in character,.
being a protest against military regulations imposed
by the British Government upOn the Irish- workers.
The strike, it. seems, .is mana~d by a Soviet, which
i~ assuming the ,task of feeding the people. There is
no disorder, and food is sold by the Soviet Strike
Committee at' lower prices tban by private concerns.
Limerick has been proclainied a military area by the
British Government. but the Soviet rules.
How deep this revolt is, it is impossible to judge, .
although reports come that similar Soviet~ may be
organized in other cities. of Ireland. Nor is the revolutionary character of' the movement clear. although
apparently not connected with the Sinn Fein. The
conscious Irish wor~il1g class refusc;s to accept die
·bourgeois, nationalistic program 'of the Sinn Fein-its
program for national independence and economic servitude for the proletariat. The Sinn Fein "Parliament"
has petered out, although of agi.tational value. AgaIn
it is clear that the proletariat alone has the power to
compel decisions .. The "('.reneral Strike Against British Militarism" must develop into revolutionary action
cl.gainSot Capitalism, for the establishment of a \Vorkmen's and Peasants' Republic. The Irish revolution,.
ary movement is part· and parcel of the international
revolutionary movement of the proletariat against Capitalism.

It Smells of Oil.
T has ended quickly-the "revolution" (lof General
Ianced
E1anquet in Mexico, apparently .organized and hnby the oil interests of American and British
Imperialism.
The resort to "revolution" having failed miserably,
the oil interests are preparing diplomatic intervention.
L:ritish capital owns about 20% of the oil properties
b Mexico. The other day, it was announced that the
British (;overnment had purchased the oil· interests
of its financiers involved in the controversy with
}[exico. This action, it was· declared, indicated that
"Great Britain did not intend that the property aCQltired by TIri-tish subjects in good faith, and tinder the laws
of Mexico at the time. should be confiscated."
This is an actton potential of aggression. The Mexican Government; in its policy of protecting Mexico's
natural resources and curbing the power of 'foreign
capital. is Iim)ting the power of' this capital by means
of taxation. Up until now, its ·acts affected private
capital; but with the British Government assuming
ownership of oil properties, these acts will strike directly oQ·t the British Government, become political and
diplomatic. ami provide Britain with the pretext for
government intervention.
The American State Department. apparently, has
approved. at least ·tacitly, of Britain's action. This
would indicate an imperialistic combination against
}f exico. for intervention. The interests involved are
sketched by The Na·tion: "It is beyond question, fur
instance, that E. L Doheny, President of the Mexican
Petroleum Co., went abroad some months ago as one
of the representatives of the National A!Ssociation for
the Protection of American Rig1:ts in Mexico. the
powerful banking group among whom are J. P. Mor-

gan & Co. . . . Vice-President Sisson is pre~red to
advocate 'international law of eminent domain in which
the interests of society as a whole would have precedence.over any integral part thereof;' ergo, it is for us
to avail ourselves of the natural resources of Mexico. . .. Preceding the announcement of' ·last week
that the British Government had taken over the holdings of its nationals in Mexico, it was announced that
the C;una:rd Co. planned to build 29 new transatlantic
liners, and that these big boats were all to be oil-driven.
'With ·the Russian and Rumanian oil fields temiJbrarily closed, and nine-tenths of the British oil coming
from Mexico,' says the statement, 'British interests
·are trying to secure American-owned Mexican oil
fields by lotig-term contracts at huge figures.' . . .' A
few days later it was announced that J. P. Morgan
&: Co. and other American financial interests had joined with certain Japanese capitalists to promote a new
Al11erican-Japanese. steamship corporation, and that
America would invest $200,000,000 in the_enterprise."

Stone Age Minds

I

N the midst of an upheaval that is transronning
the world, and equally the proletarian movement,
• the bureaucracy of the American Federation_
Labor still dings to the ideas and the tactics of the
Old Stone Age of the labor mOVel11ent.
In an editorial on the Seattle strike, in the March
Amerjcan Federationist, official organ of the Gompersized A. F. of L., the Stone Age mind reveals itself.
It says:

0'

It must be freely coHCeded that during the war
period in many instances the workers were compelled to
accept wages which wereinsuflicient anet inadequate
to meet the increased pries charged fer food. clething,
fuel, shelter, en:. It is likewise a recognized fact that
the workers did not take .advantage of tile nation's
needs; that· in the greater number of instances the
workers maintained industrial peace and gave practically uninterrupted service to our government when the
war was in progress. while the profiteers were reaping
an unr.reced~nted harvest.

What'an indictment of the A. F. of ,L, out of the
mouths of its own spokesmen! This is a· picture of
lahor .b€;trayed, whil,e the profiteers fattened upon
I;;bor: a picture of labor shackled by its own organiza.tion, rendered helpless while Capital wreaked its will
upon it. Truly; the mass revolt in the A; F. of L.
against the bureaucracy which produce~ strikes aud
more wages during the war, and which is now producing' a new militant temper. is amply justified by.
one of.the bureaucra·ts himself.
Speaking directly of the Seattle strike, which has
~iven a new impulse to the American labor movement.
tbe Frderationist. after emphasizing that the A. F. of
L is against the general strike or the sympa.thetic
stl ike (camou'ftaged as being in the control of the international unions, that is to say. the -bureaucracy) proC'e~dswith its Stone Age analysis:
The general strike inaugurated by the Seattle Central
l.ahor Union an undertaking in violation of the rules
;ond regulatiens of the American Federation of Labor.
The greater number of bhe local unions did not have the
approval and ·sanctien of their international unions
and did not rueive their moral or finallcial sU/l/lort.
[Our italics-what. a confession of treachery and organi>ed f~abbery.] Bern in a spirit of insubordination.
·di~regardf411 'Of all rules and regulations adopted by
trade unions for orderly procedure and the safeguarding
of the r,ights and privileges of their IMmbers and jeopardizing the funds of an local and international unions
by suhjecting them te the will and whim of officers 'Of
central labor unions. this strike was bound from its
inceptidh to die an early' death.

The general strik~ in Seattle was a mass movement.
uJlon the union officials. It was developc(l
out () f the new impulse for mass indust rial action
which is inspiring the American proletariat. For five
days, the Strike Committee ws in absolute control of
Seattle: .for five days, a glorious page was written in
A merican labor history; and then desertion and betrayals by conservative A. F. of L. union officials caved
in the head of the strike. And they actually defend
and even boast of their treachery!
Consider the smug, bureaucratic spirit of the F ('drrationist, characteristic of its policy. It clings to
old traditions, it speaks. of "insubordination" in the
spirit of the police chief. Insubordination! Is it stilt
a mystery why the A. F. of L. is a hit~drance to the
development of· militant labor tactics. to the emancipation of the American proletariat?
The general strike is a necessary weapon of l~li1ital1t
labor. Industry is concentrated: the employers are
or~anized: skill has .become a negligible factor; craft
divisions have been wiped out by the new industrial
tcchnoloey; undf'r these conditions itldltstrial uniollism and the mass strike are indispensable to the proletariat if it wants to immediately conquer concessions.
and ultimately conquer Capitalism. But the A. F. of
L. policy, still clinging to the tactics of the Old Stont
Age in the labor mQvement, is violently against new
tactics and new ideas in the waging of the' proletaria\1
struggle.
i1l1Jlm;~d
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Greetings!
HE ~OI.1lrades of the. Left Wing. Section of the
Soclahst Party of :'\ew York Cloty have issued
a paper of their OWIl. the New York Communist.
with John Reed as Editor and Eadmonn ~Iac:\lpine as
.\ssociate Editor, the first issue of which appeared
April 19. Cordial and fraternal greetings to our new
co-fighter in the struggle to revolutionize the Socialist
Party, immediately; in the struggle to revolutionize
Capitalism, ultimately!
lhe Communist appears with a 'flaming challenge
to Capitalism and to the dominant, moderate. counterrevolutionary Socialism: "The_ capitalist system is
hankrupt. . .. At the same time, that '.Socialism· in
which the working class of Eitrope so confidently
t rusted to avoid a world war broke down like a house of
cards before the first serious onslaught of international
Capitalism. The Second Il1ternatiollal joitied th l ,
•. j r1ll)'! . .• The 'moderate Socialist' leaders found
themselves forced to uphold Capitalism in its grand
elimacteric crime. and consoled themselves by pre,aching ·that the war was the last great 'reform'-a step
in that slow and peaceful evolution from autocracy
to parliamentary democracy, and then to Socialism....
They beheld the disillusioned proletariat rising to
overthrow the parliamentary state. . .'. The 'moderate Socialists' in Russia and Germany found themselves on the capitalist side of the barricades, shooting
down workers to preserve their petit bOltrgois theories. . .. Tbe workers know now that only by means
of the, Dictatorship o/the Proletariat can they achieve
their ends... , Only the destruction of the capitalist
forms of government and the erection of a new proIttarian state, can guarantee the workers' revolutionary victories. The American Socialist Party, although
it~ different currents have not been as clearly defined
as those of European countries, has been for years
controlled by petit bourgeois elements. It has compromised with bourgeois liberalism. . . . We of the Left
\Ving declare that we repudiate 'moderate Socialism'
and all its .bourgeois affiliations, whose activities, however sincerely meant, are nevertheless directed toward
patching up the capitalist system and avoiding 'Ule
Social Revolu.tion. We take our stand with the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviki), with the Spartacans of Germany, and the Communists of Hungary
and Bavaria. believing that only through the Dictatorsi.:j: of the Proletariat can the Socialist order be
brought a.bout."
The New York Communist, as its name implies, is
largely
temporary necessity of the local struggle
agaiOlit the Right Wing in the party in New York Gty.
The lines are being tightened. The struggle is becoming implacable. Upon this struggle depend large
events and great decisions. The comrades of the Left
Wing Section felt the need of an organ ,that could be
of the fight and for the fight in its local character.
Asking the questions, "Why does the New York
Left Wing ~stablish "nother paper? Isn't The Re1'ollltio1lar), Age enough to represent the Left \\'ing?
.\re we fighting The Ret·olutiollar.\' Ag£'?"-the COIIIIlIIlIIist answers:
"First, let us make our bow to The'Rc1!oi1ltio1lary
Age, which, with the support of Local Boston, and
under the brilliant editorship of Comrade Louis Fraina, has, from the beginning, been the best expression
of revolutionary Socialism ever published in this
country-and indeed. has crea·ted a new type of Socialist journalism here.
"The Re'iJollltiotlor:y Age is to be, without any doubt.
the official organ of the National Left Wing, which
will be created by the National Left Wing Conference.
This is made certain by the generosity of the comrades of Local Boston, who have passed a resolution
providing that the paper, with all its assets. shall be
turned over to the Executive Committee of the Lef.t
\Ving as soon as it shall be constituted.
"But in the meanwhile, the New York Left Wing.
which has taken the initia.tive in forming a National
Left Wing by issuing its Manfesto and Program, has
no organ of its own. . .. In New York, with its thousands of Party members, the Left Wing is fighting for
control of the local Party machinery, against a fierce
and unscrupulous resistance by the petty politicians
who direct the Party. .. . We tleed a paper here."
The Left Wing in the Socialist Party of New York
City is a product of the general revolt against 1l1Q~ler
ate, petty bourgeois Socialism; but it is equally' a product of the shameless treachery of the Right Wing
and its bureaucracy in the party there. Meyer London.
"Socialist" representative in Congress from New York
City. consistently and impudently betrayed Socialism:
he favored the war, repudiated the St. LOllis Resolution. acted against the Rolsheviki, accepted the bourgeois peace policy of President Wilson~anc1 there
was nO protest against his actions from the Right \Ving
in New York City, "who also" favored the St. Louis
Re50lution; more: AIe\'l'r Lotldon ~(/as rrllollli/latrrl as
!J Socialist cal/didate b)' a fllsioll of the right (lIld till'
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((,I/tre.' The New York Call. prior to the November
Revolution. supported Kercnsky and djaractcrized.
editoriall\'. Lenin and the Bolsheviki as ;, ,\narchists."
members of the Japanese House of I{epreThe ('ali'.f policy is a mixture of Jeffersonicll1 demowho have been studying :\ll1erican
sentath-es,
cracy and modern petty bourgeois liberalism-not revinstitutions here. visited Tammam' Hall the
o!utionan' Socialist. The "Socialist" members of the
Board. of Aldermen pursued a consistent policy of other day. They took aw~y samples of the primary
reformism: they (the majority, led by Algernon Lee. l)a11ots and campaign li.terature. It is suppose1 that
who fa\'ored the war "in order to save the Russian the Japanese government is going to use th~se samples
Revolution"!) voted for Liberty Bonds, and they voted at the ne-xt election to defeat those canchdates who
for a Victory Arch for the soldiers (who can't get are urging the adoption of Western civilization for
jobs) on which is inscribed, among other victories of Japan.
* * *
the American troops, lvlllrmallsk. where Soviet RussIa .
Private advices from London state that (;reat Britis being menaced.
Now. the Left Wing is a power. The moderates ain.France. Italy and the 'United States propose io
a 11(1 the petty bourgeois reformer!; (some of whom recognize the Omsk government as the de facto govbelong in \Vilson's party, most of whom belong in a rrnlllent of non-Bolshevik Russia as soon as the Peace
Labor Party of conservative trades unionists) are Treaty is signed. In other words the '\\'ar to l'ml war"
being threatened in their supremacy. They stigmat- i!' to be disposed of by a peace ,to ~)('gin war.
ized the Left as a move to "split the party:" and now.
* * *
at the recent meeting of the State Committee ~f New
Governor Coolidge of Massachusetts is reported to
York. they pass a resolution, by a vote of 24 to 17. have used five pens to sign a bill providing that women
to expel any local or branch of ·the Party which affili- and children shall not be employed more than 48 hours
ates with the ,Left ,"Ving! Let them threaten. Rehind a week., or more than nine hours on anyone day. The
our ~ew York Comrades is the Left Wing in the pens were then distributed among the worthy indivi..
'whole American Socialist Party. Our answer to the duals who had braved public opinion for humanity's
threat of expulsion is ·to conquer the party for rev- $ake and ,to representatives of labor organizations.
olutionary SoCialism. to mak£' the Left Willg til£' So- \\'hose threat of the use of their economic might is
c4alist Party.
considered partly responsible for the passage of this
revolutionary measure.
It is rumored ,that the pens were made by five
oC t·he emancipated children in their span~ time and
LE-\]{LY, the world is coming to appreciate the that they have asked to be allowed to make all the
tragi-comedy of the Peace Conference at Paris. pens the Governor may' USe in the future as they are
In a cable from Paris the other day. William a f raid that the old adage: "The Devil finds some misAllen White (who was .to have. gone to Prinkipo to l.hief stilI for idle hands to do," ma)' apply to th('m
meet the llols.heviki for President Wilson, until the under the new law.
Peace Conference executed a strategic retreat) writes
These aliens are certainly an ,ungrateful lot. .\fter
sardonically of the upheaval in Europe a11<1 the im- all the trouble we have taken -to show them how inpotence of the Peace Conference:
ferior they are to us, what a crime they colllmit in heTn Eastern Europe. from Budapest to Arch:mgc1.
ing
·hyphenated, how unwelcome they are here. We
responsihle rulers, 5(\ch as they may be, are laughing
even go to the trouble of composing SOllgs expressing
uproariously at Paris-the statesmen who are solemnly
sitting about green tables figuring out boundaries. 5p.hercur horror of them and asking them to "go hack to
('5 of in.Auence ami economic restrictions wh('n the new
your hOlnes o'er the seas," but they suddenly start rlrawmeier in the world is establishing itself.
ing their money out of the savings banks ami applying
Lenin is heading the laughter. and during the week
for passports to leave the country just when we need
his domain is finding foothold in India and Egypt,
His birthday was celebrated in Rome under machine
their presence in ~rder to beat down wages. They
guns on fountains, the Spanish Ministry is falling.
sure are a nuisance. If we don't keep them in their
King Albert sid down from the sky. telling the Peace
places they will be running the country and if we
Con ference that Brussels could bold out against Bolven.ture to criticise them they start off home in a huff,
shevism less than a month more, Liberal Socialists are
whittling down Lloyd George's 'parliamentary majority
without even waiting to be deported.

T \\'()

Bolshevikiabs

The Old and the New

C

daily, and Easter Sunday French Socialists w,iIl meet
to decide how best to show their scorn for the Peace
Conference-whether by general strike or hy an attempt at revolution.
Southern Germany is torn by Bolshevism. and North
'Germany is waiting to hear the peace terms hefore
letting go ... Certainly if peace does not come hy mid~\lIInmer it ",111 be a peace of anarchy.

\\That would they? They, the masters of bourgeois
society. declared Capitalism morally and economically
insolvent when they chose the arbitrament of the sword
in their mercenary disputes. They plunged millions
of men, women and children into the fires of universal
war-they unleashed destruction and organized savagery-in order to deternline who should possess the
financial and industrial dominion of the world.
Bourgeois society proved itself unfit to direct the
destiny of the world. l·t broke down of its own hideous
evils. It mocked humanity and raped civilization,
Capitalism organized the courage and enthusiasm of
men fi()r systematic destruction; it transmuted the
patient suffering of the women and the tears of the
children into the profits of the profiteers; it built a
terrible bridge with the .bodies of the dead soldiers,
upon which to march to power. The evil and the
oppression. the misery and the degrada·tion of the old
order cuhninated in a terrible and unprecedented
scourge of humanity.
The old order broke down. Life and love and peace,
which it had crushed, flared up in the action of the
proletariat for the Revolution. . . .
The Peace Conference met. It met to patch things
up. Its real task was not to impose terms upon Germa~y. Ill~t to prevent the complete collapse of bourgeOIs society and to crush the proletarian revolution.
The Peace Conference failed miserably in its task.
The old order is breaking down. _\nd, through the
smok~ and the fires of Revolution, is appearing the
prnnllse and the glory of the new oreler of Communist
Socialism., It will conquer! Theil shall life anrl love
and peace come into their own.
~OTES

The Citv Ccntral Committee of Local Roston has
made the following endorsements: for ~ational Executive Committee, 1st District-Louis C. Fraina. Xicholas I. Hourwich. Edward l.indgren: for International Delegates-I. E. Ferguson. Louis C. Fraina. John
Reed. C. E. Huthenberg; for Tnkrnat i",nal Sel"rdary--'
Kate Richards O·Hare.

* * *

In spite of the oft repeated reports t'hat the Peace
Treaty is ready for signature, the Paris Conference
still frets and Filllnes.

* * *

The 'Allies are about to recognize the Bolshevikl.
the Allies are on the eve of recognizing the Kolchak
dictatorship as tile de facto government of Russia, the
.\11ied troops are refusing to continue the war against
the Bolsheviki. the Bolsheviki forces are in flight on
all fronts, ·the French evacuate Odessa, the Allies have
decided to feed the Bolshe\'iki. the blockade for the
purpose of starving Russia is to be strengthened. the
Allied trops are to be withrawn .from Russia on July
1, the Allied troops in Russia are to he rein forced
shortly-the siillatio" i1J Rflssia is /,rogrr.fsillg (11'orabl.\'.

*

*

*

*

*

There have been 72 murders and 2C'/I rohberies in
Chicago since January. Translating this news into
a press dispatch from a correspondent who has recently I)('en in Russia for the bourgeois press anel who has
not recovered from the habit, it would read:
Chic"ago in the grip of the White Terror of Capitalism. Murder an everyday occllre'nce. hold-ups and
robberies take place in broad day lig-ht. Streets are
not safe for pedestrians. The food !'ituOItion is acute
and unless remedial measures are instituted soon the
city will be uninhabitable. It is rumored that if order
~an be restored before the first of thl! 1110nth,
Russia may recognize the Thompson administration
as the de facto government but otherwise the Swift,
\'rlllor, Cudahy dictatorship will triumph.

*

:\' German professor has figured it out that there
Clre now 278 dethroned royal persons formerly helonging to the Gernlan Empire. It is rumored that the
Spartacans have offered to exchange them for a few
T, W. \V.'s and revolutionary Socialists.

* * *

To Pmfessor Elliot rumor ascribes the c1elinit ion
of error as one wl10 scabs a job. Newport. R I. society
helles have achieved heroism without any of its attendant discomforts by scabbing 011 the striking telephone
girls--the hello girls are ladies and despise working
dass tactics. They even struck against the nolshl'viki
in Petrograrl'
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A Criticism of The Revolutionary Age
N the issue of The Revo[u.tionary Age of March 8,
you published an article entitled, "We Must Have
, a National Emergency Convention." That article
contains several unfounded charges against the National Executive Committee and n:te in particular. ,I shall
not assume to say that iot was your wilful, intention to
convey false-information. I will be tolerant enough
to believe that you did it innocently, not thinking it
necessary to go to ,the trouble of learning the actual
truth.
It has ,been well said that "A lie will travel around
the world while the truth is pulling on its boots." There
is more truth .than poetry in this, and when a person
or group of persons set out to -accomplish a pUI'J'ose,
it will help them materially to twist, garble and disto~
the facts. Somehow a falsehood sounds more romantic than the truth. But even so, a Socialist who has
a sense of respo~sibility, in dealing with party affairs,
should at least satisfy himself of the accuracy of a
rumor before it is given out in print.
. I am not given ~o making charges against members
in the Party, but ,the entire article breathes the desire
to create suspicion and distrust rather than to solidify
our forces at a time when hundreds of our comrades
are either in prison or facing prisons, andwJ:ten the
existence of our, whole movement is challenged by the
plutocrats.
.
Ids a thousand times easier to circulate a falsehood,
no matter how innocently done, and. create distrust,
than it is to instil' confidence in the hon~sty and integrity of. those who have been selected, wisely or unwisely, to administer the affairs of the SQCialist Party.
It seems to be human nature to believe that persons in
official positions always have ulterior motives, than
-that they are ~i:tuated by sincere desires. - There are
also persons who regard it as a grellter duty to' carry
on- an internal quarrel, regardless of the consequences
to the organized movement, than to consume their
time, their capacity and energy,. to «:.nlist new converts
to our cause. I have never had time for internal bickerings and would pay no attention to the effusions
from The Revolutionary Aige were it not that the propaganda is carried on so persistently.
You, sneer at my "strict parliamentary procedure"
and adherence to ';'constitutional law."- And you give
(lut the impression that we are, cunningly thwarting
the will of the membership.
The National Constitution of the Socialist Party is
the will of the membership. It was adopted by referendum and laid down as'the law to govern those whom
they have elected to executive positions. You retreat
,behind the National Executive Committee's election
of delegates to the Interpational Conference, not. stating to your readers that there was no time to elect by
referendum vote, Besides, you fail to call to the attention of your readers the fa~t that the, Constitution
has ,the following two a~thorizing clauses:
Art. II I, Sec. I.-"The affairs of the Socialist
Party shall be administered by the National Executive
Committee, its sub-committee and officials, the National Convention and the general vote of the party." And,
Art. IV, Sec. I.-"The duties and' powers of the
Committee shall be:
(a) To represent the party in all' National and
International affairs."
This too is the will of tire membership, expressed
by referendum when the Constitution was adopted.
Why did you not call this to the attention of your
readers?
'
Of course, the failure to state the extenuating circumstances and constitutional provisions is a minor
matter; the all important thing is to give your readers
the impression that the National Executive Committee
and ,the National Secretary are an aggregation of
official autocrats.
If the membership in its National Constitution,
which is the fundamental law of the Socialist Party,
says that a referendum must be initiated in a certain
way. I presume that it is expected, of us to have it so
initiated and in no other manner, especially when the
Constitution strictly provides that delegate bodies cannot initiate a national referendum. But what is a
trifle like the Constitution (a mere scrap of paper)
when the minds of the members are to be inflamed
.against party officials?
It is both interesting and amusing to see how the
writer of the article, "We Must Have a National Emergency Convention," twists and 'places words to suit
his purpose. When the National Executive Committee
decided upon calling an Amnesty Conference, it was
with no thought whatever of heading off a National
'Party Conention. The thought the committee had in
mind was to arouse and combine every element in t~e
country, that was interested in the subject of amnesty,
and bring all possible pressure to bear upon the administration to compel the release of all war-time pri-

I

By Adolph Germer
National

Execl/tj~'e

Secretary; Socialist Party.

'Soners. Of course, it is the privilege of The Revolutionary Age to 'pride itself on "boycotting" such a
conference and' urge others to do the same. It is the
privilege of The Revolutionary Age to bark at the
moon while our comrades are languishing in filthy
prisons. To some of our experienced comrades at
least, )t is agreeable that we should combine every element that can bring pressure to bear upon the Demo-

J This

is Germer!

,

NatioKal Executivl! Comntittee motio" by N. E. C.
member L. E. Katterfeld:'
"That we reprimand the Execubive Secretary, Adolph
Genner,"and instruct him under penalty of immediate
recall from office, to cease interfering with the pending membership referendum regarding the National
Convention,"
COm'Keflt: Our Party Consti~tion provides that an
officiaCwho interferes with .the·processes of the membersh,.(p shall be recalled from offiee.
As' an individual party member, Germer has the
right to take part in debates on referendums. But he
has 1M) right to use' the machinery of the National
'
Office for that 'PUrpose.
He is .sending two page official communications to
Locals that endorsed the Boston· resolutions, seeking
to defeat the Conventiori referendum. He used the
official Party Bulletin for the same 'PUrpose.
He left out of the Bulletin the report on N. E. C.
mobions No. 32 and No. 3J that I JJ$Lde regarding
Japaneso org,anizerand Intdrnational Delegate, but
printed his anti-Convention argument instead.
Such reprehensib1& p~ices !Cannot be toJeratted.
This official chicanery must be rebuked.
Letter of N. E. C. 'Kember L. E. Katerf,ld, to Adolph
Germer, Executive Secretary of the Socialist Party:
You ask for a statement from N. E. C. members regarding the proposed Party Convention. You are entirely out of order. Are you not aware that Party
officials are prohibited from interfering wRh the pro'
cesses of the membership? '
- You claim to oppose the Party Convent>ion on the
ground of expense, bIlt you favor an "Amnesty" 'Conference which in order to am:>unt to anYthing would cost
the Socialist Movement far more than a Party Convention.
I hold that we need a Party Convention not merely
to show where our part)' stands in tJhe present world
crisis, but also to solve this very problem of financing
our movement and building our organization.
You and. the rest of, the compromisers seem to be
afraid to have tbe Party membership meet in Convention. You seem to know 'that 'they will surely repudiate all dickerings with bour!teois organizations and
efforts to line up our -party w1tnopoo-war patriots of
oUher lands. In spite of your theatrical perfonnance in
denouncing the Appeal, when it comes to the real test
of revolutionary Socialism you stand right with that gang
against the uncompromising radicals within, our own
party" I can never forget your efforts at ,the St. Louis
Convention to change our Party laws so that we conl4
endorse and vote for all 'Party politicians.
We do not need a mere "Conference" for you and
reactionaries of our Party to confab with congenial
spirits 'from "Hberal" organizations. We need a membership Convention with power'to act. Your hysterical
efforts to ,prevent this convince me pf its necessity
right now. I hope that the membership will resent your
official meddling and vote overwhelmingly for the Party
Convention.

cratic Administration and force open the prison doors
and regain freedom for the war-time victims.
You say, "The decision to hold an Amnesty Convention is an attempt to use the com'rades whose adherence to party principles has landed them in jail as a
means of defeating the wishes of the revolutionary
section of the movement."
How do you laiow that? What proof have you to
substantiate any stich statement? As one who is on
Ibis 'way to prison and who approves of calling the
Amnesty Convention, I brand such a charge as a pure
and simple fabrication conceived by a ,fertile imagin,
,ation and totally _without warrant.
Here let me say that I am not in the least worrying
about going to jail. Others have gone before me,
others will go after me, and it is no worse for me to
go than for the thousands of others who have gOne
or may still go. But such an absurd charge against
,the National Executive Committee will'not go unchal~enged.
'_
You further say, "if the party convention so decides,
ways and means can be found -of co-operating with
other organizations interested in amnesty." I shall
be fair enough to .believe that it was not trickery on
your part to dish this out to your readers; that you
sincerely {eel that way. But let me ask-why delay the
agitation for the release of political prisoners? Is it
because "propagandists" are more inter~sted in carrying on a discussion of purely party matters than they
are in agitating for the release of our comrades in
jail? If they are, again I say, it is their' privilege.
But I never felt justified in subscribing to such a
doctrine.

Again you charge that when I advised the locals,
branches and individual comrades that the Boston resoiution could not ·be accepted as a 1t¥)tion for referendum, I informed such locals, branches andindivi~
duals, that the only motion properly initiated was from
Local Queens County. And you add that you have
been informed that at this late d'ate I made an objection
to the Queens County resolution. To me at least it
will be i~teresting to learn who is peddling these falsehoo<b. What is th~ source of your information?
Please reveal it. The fact that the ballots ror a convention will be shipped out in· the 'next few days, -will
serve, I hope, as an emphatic denial of your claim. I
challenge you or anyone else to tell your readers where
and when and to whom I made objeotion to the constittitionality of the Queens County motion.
I frankly confess guilt to doubting the wisdom of
holding a National Party Convention .this year, but at
no ttme and no place and to no one have I said' that
the Queens County motion was not submitted in strict
accord with the provisions of ,the National Constitution:
I question the'wisdom of a National Convention for
several 'easons. First on account of the expense involved. We are just emerging from the indebtedness
that has served as a brake op the party for several
years. A convention will cost between $.I 5,000 and
$20,000 if all the States send delega~es. AU the states
'are not in a financial condition to pay the expense-of
delegates. The Queens County motion makes no provision for financing the convention. In fact, no m~n
tion is made of it. AI convention cannot finance itself
and unless provision is made, there is a grave probability of having representation only from the States
more favorably situated financially, leaving the weaker
states without delegates. The .amount necessary to
pay ,the expenses of a convention cannot be raised
over night. It requires time and persistent effort. But
th3,t objection woutd not be sufficient were it not that
we are to have a National Par,ty Convention. next
April or 'May 'for ,the purpose of nominating presidential candidates and fonnulating our platform and program for the presidential campaign. . You many answer that !We can formulate our platform and program
this year and' nomiJlate our candidates either at this
year's convention ot by' referendum. I hope it will
be sufficient to remind the comrades, who raise .that
contention, of our experience with both the platform
and the nomination of the presidential candidate in
19 16. The convention enthusiasts insist that the new
world conditions demand a new. party declaration:
that our present declarations and program are out of
date. It will require no extended argument to convince persons who think, that we are in a stage of
constant transition and that any stateinentadopted
at a convention this year may ~ entirely out of date
for our presidential campaign, so tht we cannot argue
that a convention this year will he all-sufficient.
In addition, the party must carryon a nation-wide
campaign for the release of war-time prisoners. This
cannot be done on good intentions. Even our good
comrades of The Revolutionary Age are not publishing their paper and traveling about on good will. As
well meaning as they are, they 'have found it necessary
to make charges to cover at least their railroad fare
ahd living expenses and, in most cases, a per diem.
The spirit of The Revolutionary Age is clearly revealed in the appeal to the members to protest against
the explanation respecting the Boston resolu~ion. You
are not satisfied with the National Office acceptin,
the National Constitution as a guide for the Socialist
Party.
The members must be aroused to a protest, right
or wrong. This is not the first time I .have known
people to subscribe to the doctrine, "United we stand,
but divided we stand it better." And I am not sailing
into the field of speculation when I say that it is the
deliberate purpose to foist that doctrine on the Socialist Party.
In all that I have read in The Revolutionary Age
and in most of the resolutions and communications
sent to this office in favor of a convention, I have
seen nothing to indicate that it is intended as a gathering to work out ways and mean~ of combining the
masses in a coherent movement to hasten the dav of
the social revolution. One of the champions o( the
convention idea put it very bluntly the other day when
he said, "'lNe want to see who is 'boss in the party."
I am not in the least drawing on my imagaination
when I say that he is not alone in haboring that
thought. Others have expressed it more tactfull)F.
It s up to the members to decide !Whether or not a
convention shall be held. If they decide in the affirmative, like a good soldier, I yield to their desire and
will leave nothing' undone to help make it a success.
March 28, 1919
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An Answer to Germer's Criticism
party issues as matters of principles. It has not re~
T IS easy to asume attitudes, particularly the at.tiBy
C. Fraina
sorted to defamation of character-as Comra:de Ger..
tude of righteous indignation. It is easy to resort
to slander and vituperation. These are. familar . 6.-The N. E. C. decided to send delegates (in imp- mer does. -We have a strong case; Germer and his
~~e~pons of the m~n who 'has ne;> case, of the man who.. lication, affiliation) to _the. Congress of the Great Be- crQWd 'of moderates have not: hence their pe9uliar
l" ,111 .th~ desp~ratlOn of despair..
'. trayal at Berne, the Congress Qf'Pro-war Socialists, tactics.
Our charge against Comrade Gel'mer is that. of
.~h~s IS precIsely lwhat .Comrade G~lmer doe~ ...Hls social-patriots. and counter-revolutionary "Socialism."
~rt.tlclsn~ of The Re'l.1olut,o!lU!,y Age IS 110t a j:nttclsm,
7.-The N. E. C. refused to call a Party National using obstructionist tactics, not that he refused to
It IS a VIOlent assault; but It IS. the assault of a desper- Convention, but it did issue a call for an "Amnesty" initiate a referendum which wasn'~ framed properly.
ate weakened en~my, dependmg. wholly upon pOIson Convention together with bourgeois "liberal" and nOI1- When ·hereceived . the Local' Boston motion for a regas. But the arttllery and maclune
guns of our facts .Socta
. I'IS t orgamza
. t'10nS,-a cIear aban donmen t 0 .£ the ferendum on a Party Convention, he knew that it was'
.
are more than a match for pOIson gas attac~s.
class struggle. (Germer says it 'Would cost money to not properly framed: 'lvhy did he not immediately.notiof the
i
P a rty Convent'lon, all(I th e P a rt-y . IS
. '·~b r.oke: " fy the Boston Comrades? Instead, he sends it out forComrade Germer
fights shy
,
. of the
A essenttals
h
k I)101(a
~rgume~lts th.at The Revolu~Jollar:v ge. as been ~a - . but wouldn't it cost mone to hold an "A~nesty" seconds - (knoWing its form was unconstitutionalJr
109 agamst lum and the Nattonal.ExecuttveCommlttee Convention? A ·Party Co~tention could, moreover, thereby wasting time and sa.botaging the Emergency
for five months. Let us re-conslder these arguments. in considering the international crisis -equally, and Convention. A Party official should facilitate th~ processes of the memJ>ership, not obstruct them.
On November 26, 1918, two weeks after the Ger'l'd' I
")
·
J~oca·1 Bos t on a dopt ed a reso1u t'Ion necessarl y consl er our c ass war prtsoners.
_
loan R evoIu t lon,
Comrade Germer grandiloquently declaims that the
for an Emergency ~ational Convention, declaring:'
This is our indictment of the National Executive Party Constitutiop is the will of the membership. Of
The revolutionary crisis in Europe, the campaign of
Committee of the Socialist Party. This is the story of course. But why, then, does Comrade Germer and
t~e ~ialistic pr~ss for ~rm~d .interventioIJ. in Ru~its treason to international proletarian solidarity and the N. E. C.- violate it.? It was unconstitutional for
Sla, and fo~ a!'J1led mtervenho'!- m Gern~a!1Y. and Austna
Socialism --or in charity shall we sa v. "incompet. the N. Eo C. to "elect" delegates to the Berne Conshould. SOCIalism conquer, proJ eets a CriSIS In the move"?'!
,
"
gress. GenDer quotes· the Constitution: '''The duties
ment of the American proletariat.
·ency .
.
The intcrnational situation is a call to action-the
Comrade Germer's whole letter' reeks with declar- and powers of the National Executive Committee
~na.l struggle is coming :between Socialism and Cap.ations and insinuations that ~e are liars. Yet· upon shall be: .( a ) to· represent the Party in a~l National
~ta:ri~his great crisis it is imperative that the Socialwhat do.s he base these serious accusations? Upon and Internationa! affairs." Precisely; b!4t where the
ist Party prepare i.tseif, ,that it unify itself, that it formone thing: "You· add that. 'you have .been informed Constit.ution does not otherwise provide. And the
ulate .a .policy expressing the requircments of .the crisis
that at this late date I made an· objeetion ~o the: Queens Party Constitution distinctly provides that InternaCounty resolution. To me at least it will he ~nteresting tional Delegates shall be chosen only by referendum
and the mature Judgement of the membershIp.
'i/ote of the membership .. TheN:. E. C, accordingly,
That resolution was a clear expression of party nec- to learn who is peddling these falsehoods."
essity and party action. That was five months ago.
What The Revolutionary 'Age said was· this,. in its ·deliberately violated the party's "fundamental law."·
What did the National Executive Committee do, during article of March 8:
.
.. '
.
Why? Comrade Germer says there "was no time to
elect by referendum vote." The N. E. C. was in a hury
these five months of crisis, of the agonized call of the
We have been informed that Comrade Gel"mer has
European proletariat to international Socialism, of the
now made an oojection to the Local Queens County
to participate in Berne, but not in a hurry about giving
collapse of Capitalism and the proletarian revolution
motion on the ground that it was initiated by adeleillt<:
the membership' an opportunity to express. itself
in action? Let us re-capitulate (and I shall simply
body.
through an Emergency -Convention. Why did not the
re-state the ~rguments that The Revolutionary Age
But this statement was preceded by a passage which N. E. C. suggest a referendum in Npvember, knowing
has been makmg for five 1110nths) :
clearly indicates that !We didn't depend upon that'''~n- that an International Congress would be held?
I.-During the greatest crisis in all history, the N. formation." This is the passage:
Facts are facts. And the facts are that the "Amnesty" Convention has been used (unsuc.cessfully) to
E. C. was dumb and inert. It did not issue any
The resolution offered by Lo~al Queens has, howsabotage the :Emergency Convention.
flaming call to the party for action. It dodged all vital
ever, now received the requi9itive nlmIDcr of. seconds
issues. It decapitated the party. It clung to petty
.an~ must be put to a refer~dum o~ the memberspip.
It is disgraceful for Gei'mer to insinuate that we
bourgeois "Socialism"-an infamous betravalof trust
But, -ever the .ad,:ocate of stnct pa~hamentarr proced~.
are not interested in Our class war prisoners. But we
. ..
.
ure and constitutional law, except m such mmor mat2.-Local after local of the Party mSlsted upon
ters as the election of delegates to an International
want action, not petty bourgeois hot-air. The Revolaction, but the N. E. C. either ignored or sabotaged
Conference or the decision to align our party with a
utionary Age is consistently carrying on a propaganda
kang of inte~at.io~l assassins, Comrade ~ern1er. rules
their appeals.
for our class war prisoners, tor industrial mass action
3.-New ideas new concepts of action a new life
that. the mo¥D willdirst h~ve to be pubhshed ill the
to liberate them, on the basis of the proletarian class
.
'
. '
.'
offiCIal Bulle.',", 'thereby ta.usmg a delay anf IS days or
struggle.
more. In other words, everYthing is to be done to aid
developed 111 the Party; hut the N. ~. ~. ,~~s as sto!ld
as an Iceberg, one member at least stlgmattz1l1g the 111the holding of an Amnesty Convention, which apparentIt is the N. E. C. that is delaying the Hberation of
surgent elements as "anarchistic."
Iy .no~dy, outside of a few officials, desire, while everyour imprisoned comrades. If they had done their duty,
4.-Immediately after the armistice and the Gerthm~ IS to be done to delay, the r~fet~ntlum for a
we could have had a Party Convention in January or
NatIOnal Emergency Convention whIch IS backed py
.
.
R
February, unified our forces and initiated a national
~an evolutton t~e N. E. C;. should have met; but It
the requisite number of Party branches and locals.
dld not meet unttl the end df January-almost three
.
Socialist campaign for the liberation of our class prisIn' this it is clear that we knew the Queens County oners. ; ..
months wasted, three months during which a day was
equivalent to years of other periods. Tragic waste and motion was going. to referendum. The passage that
But. enough! Comrade Germer's ':ar21lments" are
incompetency!
came further on was simply supplementary. It was not the real arguments al{ainsf The ,Revolutionarv Age
5.-When the N. E: C did finally meet, it was as an an ~rror. But an error is not a lie. Why did not and the Left Wing, No, comrAdes of the Socialist
Old Man of the Sea.· It was reactionary. It refused Comrade, Germer simply write us that we had been Party; the issue is one between moderate Socialism
to call an emergency Party Convention, in spite of the misinfot'tned about his alleged obJection? No! His. and revolutionary Socialism. The N. E. C. majority
call of the party membership. It issued no flaming job is to call ~omrades liars and to cuttle-fish in the emohaticallv expresses that moclera.te Socialism which
declaration on the world .crisis. It was dead, inert, momentous issues now agitating the party. And that in Europe is counter-revolutionary. Th(Jt is the issae!
conservative, bureaucratic, on the great issues of a is all Comrade Germer offers to prove us liars ! ... We are frank, Comrade Germer: our purpose is to
world in revolt.
In its attitude, The Revolutionary Age has discussed conquer the Party for revolutionary Socialism.

Louis

I

Soviet Problems - an Interview with
HE main duty of the Russian people during the
l'
period of political and social .transition is to establish a proletariat dictatorship in city and country, all
with a view of tumbling to the ground the regime of
the .bourgeoisie, to pre'l/ent otie.individual from making
use of another and to establish Soc4alism under 'which
there 'Krill be no di'Z';sion into classes.
"Intervention becomes a more difficult problem for
the Allies every day, it would also be '('ery much h(JmPred by gr01A!itlg s)'mpath)~ for the Soviet Government
in Entel/te cOllntries. At the same time, the" Russian
Hed 'Army is growing in strength every day.
It is, of course, not entirely impossible that the
Entente- will attempt to intervene this spring, but this
is very unliJ-:ely.
On the agrarian question we are divided into three
groups. The half-farmers, or country proletariat,
who now, as before, sell their labor and who are our
best supporters; the small Iarmers and the big fanners.
The last mentioned are, of course. opposed to us, as
we have taken their lands· away from them. But their
resistance is broken.
The small farmers. contrary to the Illore wealthy
class, are wabbljng. They are, of course, against grain
monopoly and desire free trade for their stocks. There
is a great lack of materials in the country and of food
in the cities. Our economical .situation is also very
uncertain. Not the least serious factor is the shortage
of fuel. As we have just conquered the 'coal district,

Granted- to M. Puntevold, 01 Norway
there is hope of betterment in the immediate future.
Had it not been for this the situation would have been
untenable.
We believe that the so-called- freedom of the press
means only the right of the bourgeoisie to. fool the
people and lie to them. The bourgeoisie own the entire
capital of the newspapers, the printing materials and
machinery and the newspapers themselves. With the
press in their hands they ·hold unlimited power· over
public opinion. The freedom of the press is the same
as freedom of capital. And we are subduing the capitalists.
The press only for the proletariat-nothing for capital. That is our slogan. When the war on the boilrgeoisie is ended, if· a political party wishes a newspaper for its use we may put at their disposal a printing shop as'well as paper, but we are now in the midst
of a Civil war. There is no question about that. To
establish a free press at present would .be the same
thing as to announce that the war is ended before it
Teally is.
We have already legalized the Menshevik Party.
which' has ~ts official paper, Alwa)ls For'ward, published
in Moscow. In the nearest future, I believe, we will
he able to legalize the Social Revolutionary Party. The
opposition press will also soon be Ufllll u::::::led, all in the
degree ta 'l('hich the different partie'S arc n'i1lillg to
'work loyally and willingly with us.

Lenin

Civil war is civil war. It writes its own laws. It
is like this:. Either the proletariat governs or capital
rules. There is no other alternative. There are some
who are not pleased with our dictatorship. I say to
.them, "Go to Siberia and see if the dictatorship is
better there. We will willingly place transportation'
at your disposal."
The idea of annihilating Capitalism witheut civil
war is Utopian. You undoubtedly know that the number of millionaires in Norway has been multiplied by
ten during the war ... Do you believe that the Norwegian millionaires, just because of arguments, wilt
-capitulate without the blow of a sword?
Or maybe you can tell Ine why ten' to twelve million
people were killed in the world war? "War until victory~' was written on. Kerensky's banners. "War until
:victory over the bourgeoisie'~ is the workers' revision
of this slogan. And there you have it all.
Arming the proletariat-this we must teach, and the
disarming of the bourgeoisie. Give up the disarmament program, advised Zeth Hoglund, a Swedish
Socialist, in 1910. His opinion was different from
mine. Now he certainly must agree with me.
In my message to the National Commune on March
10, I said that as the time passes and the majority becomes assured of Its power, ·then we can raise the
question of general sufi' rage before the Soviet. H'e
!I/!Ist keep the dic.tatorslrip i" order to be able to control
the bourgeoisie.
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The Revolt of the Small Peoples
HERE is. apparently. a conspiracy of circumstances against the Peace Conference in Paris,a cOt1spiracy that bnttally insists upon exposing
the sinister purposes ,that skulk behind the splendid
words of the Conference.
This conspiracy of circumstances is implacable. The
Conference promises to make peac~and then by its
reactionary policy it provokes revolutionary war
a'gainst international Imperialism. It decides to mediate het\\'ee11 ·the various Rttssian "factions"-and then
pT<lVCS that its real purpose is to crush tl¥ Bolsheviki.
It promises to conclude a peace of reconciliation and
jl1stice-and then. if reports are true. it deternlines to
impose terms of peace in comparison with which the
German crime at Brest~Litovsk was a "gentlemen's
2greement.·' It proposes to "end Imperialism" by
means of a League of Kation-and then actually organizes a sort of imperialistic trust of five great nations.
Uttt this conspiracy of circumstances is most critel
to the Peace Conference when'it comes to the "small
nationS" or the "small peoples" of the w.orld. Here
the conspiracy is positively ferociou$ in exposing the
Peace Conference as being against the progress and
tihe'rtv of the world.,
The war. insisted the apologists of the Allies. was
a war to protect the small nations-Belgium and Serhia. I",,1ter, according to these same apologists,' the
war was a war to free all the small peoples of Europe
oppressecl by AuSotro-German Imperialism. During
the war. the small nations ami oppressed peoples bulked large upon the stage of events (marionettes whose
wires were pulled by the Imperialism of the Allies.)
But. immediately upon the conclusion, of the armistice~
these small nations and oppressed peoples were shoved
contemptuously aside, and the Great Powers arranged
things alone. Surely. if the war was a war for the
!;mall nations and oppressed peoples, the representatives of these should have been given real. consideration. if not a detennining voice. in the deliberations
of the Peace Conference. But no! They were given
the opportullj.ty to make their pleas. and then disposed
of. They tried a revolt in Janttary against the dictatorship of the Big Four, but were ruthlessly crushed;
atHl since then they have at the Conference acted as
gooel children, who should be seen but not heard.
"Uter it had served it!; purpose of manufact"ttring
the popular ideology for an imperialistic war, the
magnificent talk about the small nations and oppressed
people appeared in its true perpective, as an expression
of Imperialism....
Rut still the Peace Conference issued forth a golden
cascade of words concerning the small and oppressed
peoples and making the world safe for democracy.
Then. in a swift series of revealing events. the consI~iracy of ,circumstances again exposed the Peace Conftrence as against the progress and liberty of the world
-that conspiracy of circUl11stances which is simply

T

the implacable requirements of Capitalism amI Imperialism.
While the Conference di.d not actually detennine
the destiny of the small nations and oppressed peoples
of Europe on the basis of t'heir interests. it at least
concerned itself with the problem. But the other oppressed peoples of the world.?--Corea, India, Egypt.
Persia, China, Morrocco, Ireland, and the small republics of the Carribbeans and Central America (these
latter vassals of American Imperialism). X ot a word!
The Conference was to make the world free, but
not by depriving' British, French, Japanese. Italian and
American Imperialism of their share in the division
of the world. {Indeed, the Conference actually is redividing the world imperialistically in favor of the
Big Five.)
Then .these small and oppressed peoples acted; and
their actions reveal the predatory character of the
~eace Conference.
Ireland set up its own Parliament. and' appealed to
the Conference. But there was "nothing doing."
China appealed to the Conference for, the annulment of the treaties Japan forced upon China in 1915
(the infa~us demands imposed by bayonet diplomacy) by means of which Japan entrenched i~s I!llperialism in China. The "twenty-one demands" of Japan,
characteristic of imperialistic policy, virtually deprived
China of its economic and political independence. Making the world safe for democracy requires the abolition
of this policy of brigandage (which is equally the
policy of the other imperialistic nations), ,but the
Peace Conference has given China no satisfaction.
Persia' (which prior to the war was "divided" between the, Russian and British Governments. in the
interest of their capitalists) has asked the Peace Con-'
ference to declare null and void all treaties in contravention of Persian independence. These treatIes,
wlhich were concluded by Persia with Russia and
Great Britain, .were' declared void by revolutionary
Soviet Russia in December, J9J7; but Great Rritain
still clings to them, to promote Imperialism .. Persia
also asks that the arnled forces of foreign powers be
withdrawn. But Persia must consider the Peace Conft~rence a gathering of altruistic gentlemen. if she expects to secure independence that way. The Conference believes in altering the status quo a1lte only if it
does not harm the Imperialism it represents (or aggrandizes it still more).
At this moment, a revok is raging· in Corea. The
Japanese Government, in control of Corea. has pursued
:l syst!!matic policy of oppression and brutality, of
, l'.1'terminating the Corean people, physically and culturally. This country was annexed by Japan in characteristic imperialistic fashion. The people are deprived of all liberty, and they are starving. They insist
upon national independence. Japan's answer, is' to
crush the people with artillery and machine guns and

mass executions, while it is pouring more troops in
Corea to assure the suppression of the revolutionary
movement. And the Peace Conference's answer isnothing!
At this moment, moreover, revolts are raging in
India and Egypt, which are held in national bondage
by British Imperialism.
India is in a desperate state. Her men and money
were conscripted ,by Great Britain in tl~ war to protect
the small and oppressed peoples. Famine rages in the
country. The Hindu people, capahle of great, selfdevelopment. have been denied the 'opportunity for
development, since the policy of (;reat Britain has
been to use India as a means of aggrandizing British
industry to the detriment of Hindu industry. The
British. pro-Consul government in India has decided
to spend onc half of the annual budget for military
purposes. at a time when the worst famine in years is
raging, prices of food are exorbitant. and 6,000,000
persons die~ last year from influenza. The economic
distress is supplemented by political agitation, due to
the government's new laws to severely crush Nationalist propaganda. This is how British Imperialism makes
the world safe for democracy and tne oppressed peoples-in India! ,This, while the Peace Conference
speaks grandiloquently of the cparter of world liberty!
A similar situation prevails in Egypt, where a strong
revolutionary Nationalist movement is in action, and
where the British Govermnent is using the troops it
previously used to "liberate" the oppressed peoples of
Europe to conquer and exploi.t the oppressed peoples
of Egypt.
A'1l this in famy, all this oppression and strangulation
of the peoples of the world, while the Peace Conference .... but why dilate upon the organized hypocricy
that speaks in Paris?
No! The liberation of the small and oppressed
peoples of the world cannot be accomplished by (listinquished diplomats in Paris, the very diplomats who
represent the Imperialism that holds these peoples in
subjection.
A'nd even should these small and oppressed peoples
secure their national independence. it would not
amount to much. They would still be the economic
and financial vassals of international Imperialism.
centralized in the capitalists of Great Britain, France
and the United States. These three nations control
three-fourths 01 the available finance-capital of the
world. absolutely necessary to a small nation under
Capitalism. Political independence for the small and
oppressed peoples m,der Capitalism and,I1Hpl'rialism
would prove a Barmecides' Feast. Political independence, liberty and equality of nations and of peoples.
depends upon industrial independence. To insure this,
the power 'Of international Imperialism must be broken.
The liberation, real and not fraudulent. of the small
and oppressed peoples. is the task of the international
proletarian revolution.

American Soviets May Hold Convention
~ji()lItaneot1s

il E
springing- up of Councils of WorkT
l·rs. Soldiers and Sailors all over the United
Slalt's. g-ives unmistakahle evidence of the

r~volution

ary spirit which now pcrmeates the workers of even
this country. That, for time. these Councils will have
a hard struggle, goes without saying. They have to
contend with the opposition of the employing class of
conrse. but now that reactionary labor officials ha"e
had time to organize their fQrces. an opposition even
lUore dangerous to the!r immediate existence is illenacing them. Some of these labor officials realize that
these Councils are the fore-runners of the revolution
.and are 'deliberately opposing- ·them in every cQllcei,'ahle manner. for that reason. Others, not so farsighted. fail to see in them anything but a menace to
the machine which -they have so carefully built up and
,,,hidJ now controls. organized laboi-. Both of these
types of "labor ska·tes" need close watching. not only
1111\\-. \\'hen they are openly opposing progress. but also
in the near future, when thev 111"" be driven to work
secretly. Labor now has a(l unexcelled oppo,rtunity
to ~tudy these people and should put mental tags Ot~
them for future referenn·. Learn .their names and
faces and Remcmber Thel/l!
f 11 Sj)ite of all and every kind of opposj.tion which
they may meet. these Councils have a real. material
La~is and will continue to exist so long as they function
ill tLl(' interest of the workers or so long as no other
f1r;!:tniz<l.tion outstrips them in the performa11l'e of that
duty, Their mission is the or~anizati()n and edl1cation
ill revolutionary tactic~ of a II the working class whether
il' uniform or overalls. ),fore especially sllOuld these
Councils (lirect their energies towards edlll'ating the

t Frolll the ""Vestem .Sodalist.·.. Portlalld Orego1t)

members of craft unions., For this purpose they are
indeed well suited. The majority of their delegates
are craft union men of the more radical kind, who,
meeting now with radicals of every shade under the
banner of these 'Yorkers' and Soldiers' Councils have
an unsurpassed opportunity for organizing a rleliher4te campaign to educate their brothers.
Along these particular lines the Portland Council
is doing good work. In a series of petty skirmisn.,.,
with the reactionary forces in the Central Labor Coundl. radicals have steadily gotten the worst of it. Howe\'er. the conservatives overstepped the mark when
they caused the Central Council to vote to refuse to
recognize any: more communications from the Council
of Workers and Soldiers, giving their seeretary permission to destroy any such letters unread. Blindly
the Central Council' has thrown a hoomerang' which
will return and deal it a heavy blow. It~ excuse for
Mtch undemocratic action is that these cOl11munications
were wasting too much of its time. sometimes a full
hour being spent in debating a motion to file one of

Manifesto Edition
Anticipating a good demand for our iS~l1e
No. 23, containing the ammended "Left \Ving
Jlanifesto." we printed several thousand' a(lditional copies which are ayailable at 2 rent~ per
l'Opy while the supply lasts.
885 Washington Street, Boston, Mass.

them. That such a simple thing should require so
long to settle would certainly indica·te that the local
soviet has many friends in the Council and also that
.its enemies are having to use considerahle oratory to
win their points. Indeed, one radical is quoted as
having said on the 'floor that j.t was the consen'atives
who wasted the Council's time by their lengthy and
wavering speeches against the soviet's activities. So
fearful seem these conservatives that the "Reds" may
;get ahead of them, that they try to drown them with
words. For our part we are glad that the Central
Labor Council has gone so unmistakably on record as
a reactionary body. It will be all the easier to COllvince doubters that its officials are doing their best to
check the revolution. It is, easily seen that even the
doubters among the rank and file are, in their l1earts,
looking forward to the great change. however much
they may be disturbed by it.
, ,-\s far as the activities of the 'Workers' and Soldiers'
Council among the delegates to the :\1etal Trades
Council is concerned, progress is being made. The
latter is by the nature of its make up, a more radical
body than the Central Council. \Ve understand that
last week it adopted the Soviet's suggestion and recommended its affiliated locals to throw open· their halls
ac; recreation places for rehtrned men. The local Soviet is in direct communication with similar bodies
throughout the country and a cOI1\'ention has been
suggested for the near future. The need for such a
convention is obvious if only to standardize the various
declarations of principles and forms of organization
which at present differ considerably though the ohjects
of all these hodies are identical.

Saturday, April 26, 1919

'I.'HE REVOLUTIONARY AGE

Imperialism

the Final Stage of Capitalism

( Continuation)

By N. Lenin

IV. The E.~port of Capitai.
x DEl{ the older Capitalism and unrestricted
competition, the most typical phemenon was the
expor.t of goods. Later day Capitalism. with
monopoly enthroned, is primarily interested in exporting capital.
Capitalism is the production of merchandise raised
to its highest degree, labor itself being also merchandise. Barter, national and internationl. is the distincth'c characteristic of Capitalism.
Thc uneven and fitful development 'of the various
enterprises, of the various branches of industry, in the
various countries, is an unavoidable consequence un<tcr Capitalism. England became a capitalistic land a~
an earlier datc than the other nations, and in the middle of the Il)th century, practicing free trade, she aspircd to be the workshop of the world, Ilhipping manufactured goods to all the countries which were, in
their turn. to supph' her with raw materials. But in the
last quarter of the 19th century England began to
lose that monopoly, for a number of other nations,
protected by high custom ,tarrifs, developed into independent capitalist powers. At the dawn of the 20th
century we witness the grc:wth of a new form of
monopoly: First. monopolistic unions of capitalists In
atl the countries where Capitalism has developed.
Secondly, the assumption of a monopolistic position by
certain over-wealthy nations where the accumulation
of capital has reached gigantic proportions. Capital
i . abundant ill up-to-date nation so
Of course. if Capitalism could develcp agriculture:.
which everywhere has curiously lagged behind industry, if Capita ism could raise the life standards of
the masses. which. in spite of our incredible scientific
advance, arc destitute and on the verge of starvation.
we would not need to speak of the "abundance" of
loapital.
This is one uf the "arguments" brought forth by
"etit bourgeois critics of Capitalism. But then Capitalism would 110t be Capitalism, for irregularity of
development and" low standard of life for the masses
constitute the fundamental. unavoida~!e conditions.
the premises. so to sueak. of this form uf production.
:\s long as Capitalism remains Capitalism. the protits of capital will 110t be applied to raising the life
standards of the masses in any given country. for
this would reduce the profits of the capitalists; they
will he used in increasing still more those profits by
being exported to backward foreign countries.
In those countries capital's profits are generally
lare-e. for the numher of captalists is small, the price
of land is low. labor and raw materials cheap. Capital
is being- exported for the purpose of bringing the
hackward nations into the sphere of t'xploitation of
world Capitalism. hy I>uilding railroad lines., furnishing the first elements necessary for th:! developmnt
of industry. etl". Capital has to be exported because
in many lands. Capitalism is overripe. m:d capital cannot he inH~sted profitably enough on :'I'count of the
hackwardness of agriculture of the destitution of the
masses.
The table below indicates approximately the amounts
of capital exported by the three leading l"ountries. (60)
C apitul i,wested abroad ill Z,illiolls of frOliCS.

U

Years
'&"2

'England

France

Germany

3.6

l~i2

15

I ~2

22

18r)J

,p

10 (T8(){»)

1Ii (1880)
(18r)O)

20

?
?

62
2i-:1,7
12.5
75-100
60
44
\Vc sec frolll thc table that thc export of capital
only <tssl1l1lcd giant proportions at the beginning ot
the 20th century. Before the war the foreign investments of the three leading nations amounted to between li5 and 200 billions. The profits derivep from
those investments computed at the mod~st rate of 5%
l11ust ha\'e been from 8 to 10 billion francs a year.
~uch is the solid foundation for the impcrialistic subjugation alHl the exploitation of the majority of the
nations. and for the capitalistic parasitism of a few
wealthy powers.
;
r.et us see how those foreign investments are dividcd llll among the "arious parts of the earth and then
we will begin to understand the general workings of
present day Imperialismo
Parts of the 1vorld in 'whkll foreiYIl capitll/ 1('aS
im'estl'd abollt (1)10. (I" billiolls of marks).
11)02

'9'4

Ell roT IC
:\merica
:\sia. Africa
:\ustralia
Total~

~:;

if;

England
4

France
23

3i

4

2lJ

8

iO

3.::;

Germany
18

10

Totals

45
51
44

35

140
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English im'cstlllents are absorbed first by her Illany
l"I,lonils in :\merica (Cana<ta). in Asia and other parts
of the I\'orld. The' export of capital is in this case
lit-pendent upon the ownership of large. colonial lands.
",host, impor,tance for Imperialism we shall discuss
later. France is in a different position. Her foreign
'investmcnts are mainly made in European countries.
particularly in Russia (at 1east 10 billion francs), and
tht,y an: rathcr in the shape of loans made to govenlments than in the shape of industrial investments.
Engljsh 1I11perialism could' be designa.ted as colonial
Imper,iali~ll1. French Imperialism is rather usurious
Imperialism. ( ;ermany finds herself again in a different position: her colonial empire is meager. and her
foreign im'estments are almost equal1y divided up between Europe and America.
The export of capital into a country has a tendency
to develop Capitalism in that country. I f that export
causes a certain degr,ee of stagnation in the exporting
(;ountries. it tends on the other hand to bring about
a broader and deeper development of Capitalism in
the worM as a whole.
The e:, porting countries always manage to secure
advantag-cs whose character throws a flood o. light
upon this peculiar era of finance capital and monopoly.
This is \\'hat appeared in October 1913 in the Berlin
review Ballk:
"()n the international'mOiley market there is being
performed 3 comedy worthy of Ari9tophanes' pen.
A number of governments. f'l"om Sllain to the Balkans,
from Russia to Argentina, from Brazil to China are
coming openly into the great money markets with
urgent a!'plkations for loans. The money markets
are not ,now in a very favorable condition, nor is the
outlook checrful. But not one of the markets dares
hI sav no for fear some other market will make the
lean ~nd thereby secure decidcd advantages in return
for that acc01110dation. In all those international
d~als, the creditor, always secures certain privileges:

The Left Wing
By C. E. Ruthenber;
Secr£'fary, Socialist Part)' of Cll"L,t'lalld and its
Candidate for Mayor.
in(lorsement of the Left 'Wing ~Ianifesto and
Pro~ram by Local Cleveland, Socialist Party.
means the repudiation of all purely political or legislative re forl11 and ,the substitution of mass action bv '
the \\"Orkcrs. This means that we will hereafter ceas~
to participat<.: in election campaigns for the immediate
purposc of t'ffecting social reforms, but Will use political a{"(ion only as an educational weapon.
A's set forth in the Left \Ving program, political
action. rl'\'ohltionary and emphasizing the implacable
c1.aradrr 'if the class struggle, has now overthrown
the old. idca of attempting to carry out various local
reforms ~;uch as bettcr housing or municipal ownership
ot' street car lines. For this. we have substituted thc
industrial fe\'olution as the only means of overcoming
the capitali~ti·: state.
Thc Clevcl"';ld Socialist Party contains 3500 active
canl mClllilers. and is. I believe, the third largest orga1!i7.at ion ill t h~ l Tnitecl Statcs. and this action in indorsin'! th(' 1.( ft Wing" prog-ram follows that of the
Left \\'ill~ sl·\·,ion of Local Ncw York. Locals l'hila,'dl'hia. Ililstoll and a scorc of othcr locals. Thc nwctil';':' ",ltid1 hrought ahout this indor!'cment also il'1!,)1"sl'd a rail 10 formulatc a national statement and
a rail f"r a national reft'rclHlum of the Socialist Part v.
iilitiatl~r\ hi- Ihe central branch of Local Boston. which
r<:solutilln° abo provides that international delcgates
IIOW bl'in~ c1el"t(~c1 hy the Socialist Party of the l'nitecl
~tates ~hall partidpatc only in an international confere11l~e l"alktl or indorsed by the Communist Party of
Rt1s~ia I Ilo1sheyiki) and the Spartacanso
()ur p"ogram providcs that the party must "tnch:'
propa~~ak and a:.ritate exclusively for the overthrow
of Capitalism and the estahlishment of Socialism
throu~iJ a proletarian dictatorshihp.
In ~'arn'ing" out this, program the Cle.'clalld Socialist
ha~ i:-:sl'ed and distributed ()5.000 copies of "The Sorialist Challenge." and propose~ to keep this form of
literaturt' t'onstanth' ht'fore the public. I do not l'Ons:der iii\, n01ninatir;n for :\ra"or as being the important
llart II ( t he program adopte~l. Our campaign will he
fllr the !,nrpose uf education and to carryon -thc general propag-amla for the organization of workers in
the i1Hhl~trie~ throuj;{h shop organizations and shop
(,·omittees. whirh will e"cntuallv take control of indnstrY and l'siahlish industrial denlocracy.
'It i:, 'Iv,: ll1a,~ action that will count in the future
w;O'£<1r(" agail1';, the capitali~t ~tate.

THE

t radc t rcaties. coaling" s'tat ions, contracts ior ha rhor
construction. fat concessions. orders fur ar,1 iller),'" ({)I ,
Finance capital has fathered the munopolistic cra.
eut c"ery monopoly carrics with itself monopulistic
principles. Instead of competition in the open market.
"good connections" lead to profitable deals. It is the
same old stor,,; loans are made on the condition that
part of the 1110neys loaned shaH be spent in buying
merchandise from the lTcditor na.tion. especially ships'
and armaments. etc. fn the course of the last two
decades. France of'ten rl'sorled to that"expcdient. The
l'xport of capital to other countries is a means of foSolcriny, the export of goods to those .countrics. Such
tieals. especially when large entcr;>rises arc C0l1l1t,,·tcd
stand, as Schiller would put it politely, "on the honlcr
line of a hold up:' Krupp in C".ermany. Schneidcr in
France, Armstrong in England, typify ,the firms which
are dosely allied to large hanks and governments and
which cannot be dodged easily whenever a loan is
being made.
\Vhen France lent money to Russia un ~eptell1hcr
Ih. '90S. she compelled her to grant Frl'llch t":lpital
certain commercial pri\'ileges extending as far as
1<) 17. She did the same when she lent money to Japan
on :\ugust II). 11)11. The tariff war between .\uSotria
and Serbia which raged from lC)06 to II)I T with only
a let up of 7 months. was due to the competition hetween Austria and France to supply Serbia with militaryequipment. Paul Deschanel declared in the Chamber of Deputics ill January 1912 that, from J<JOR to
11)1I. French firms had sold Serbia 45 million francs
worth of war material.
"Oe read in a report from the Austro-I-lung-arian
Consul in Sao Paulo. Brazil: "Brazilian railroads are
heillg built mostly with French. Belgian. British and
(;erman capital: whenever they conclude all,v financial
arrang-ements relative to railroad construction. those
countries insist on supplying' all the material necessary
for the building of the road."
TJ1l1s finance capital throws its net. literally speaking". all O\'er the earth. " Tn this connection. colonial
hanks with their hranches play an ililportant, role.
(;erman imperialists look with envy upon the old colonial empires which an' a source of hu~e profi.ts.' In
1<)04- England had 50 colonial hanks with 2.279 hranches: in H}02she had 72 with 5449 branches: France
had 20 of them \\:it h I,f.i hranches: Holland 1(j with
(~~ hranches. (~erll1ally I,~ with 70 branchcs. . \ merican
cl'tpitjl.lists look with em')" upon England and Germany
wbkhin South America have. respectively. Gemlany
:; hanks with -1-0 hranches. England :; hanks with 70
hranches.
'England and Germany have invested in the past 2:;
years some J. billion dullars in Argentina. Brazil and
l'rug-uav and consecillently control 46%, of the entire
trade of those three countries. (63)

V.

Th" J)h';s;ol/ of the World Amoll!! Groul's
of C(/pita/ists
:\Tonopolistic IInioll:< ( ) f loapitalists. cartels. synllic:ltcS. trusts. begin hy di\'i<1inng among thcmselves the
national markets. securing a more or less, complete
("ontrol of production in their own country.
l'IHler Capitalism. however. national markets are
unavoidahly hound lip with foreign commerce. As
thc export of eC1pilal incrt'aseci and foreign and ml(Inial sphere of infiucl1("e were acquired hv the Icading monopolisti(' t"1I11lhil1l's. thcsc cOI11\1illl's lillally
.. alllc t', lOOl1("lut\{' ill,terna' ional arrangl~l11cnts ;11I11111~
t hl'l11sc1\'cs. thus organi7.ing international trusts.
This l'Ol1stitlltl~!' a Ill'\\" step in the w<lrill-wide C(lI1cell! ration of capital anel production, a stcp far in
,arlvancc of thc preceding'. T.ct us cxalllint' till' growth
oj those supcr-moilop"lil"s.
The electrical inrlust ry is. as far as technil'al pro
I!r('~s is conccrned. typical of thc Capit,ali~111 of the
enrl of thc Tl)th :lI1cl he~inl1ing" of the 20th century. Jt
has attained its hil!hest dcvelopment in thl~ t WII most
advanced caoitali!'tic cOllntries. the t..:'nitcd ~tatl's anrl
(;ermal1\·. The {'risis of 1/)00 exerted a partil'lllarly
~Irong 'lfluem'c on the ~rnwth of that industry.
llanks. which until thcn were closely allicrl to Industry. hastened at that time ,the downfal1 of smaller
cOllcerns. an{1 their ahsorption by larger one~, "The
h~nks." leidels writ<,s. "ref'Used to lend a Iwlping hand
10 the {'oncerns which n('eded it most. allowing all the
concerns which weI'(' 1)r,t closely enough connected
wth them to go clown in hopeless bankruptcy." (04)
Thc result of it was Iha-t after IC)OO conccntration
prol"'eerled with j!ip.":tntic ~pecd. t;'ntil J(JOO thcre were
sc,'en or eie:ht different "groups" in thc clcctriol industry, each I!rOl1~) meade up of several societies. 2R
in all. and backcd up hy a number of h:lIlk!:'. from 2
1(, I T for each group.
(T 0 be continued)
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Class Character of Bourgeois Justice
HE peculiar antics of modem legal justice, its
\=ircus leaps and stunts, ca,nnot but appear
"strange and dark and ineXplica,ble" to the· average, naive citizen. who, in a spirit of religious fervor,
believes in the existence of an "equal anti absolute
justice" in this mqst democratic of worlds.
But any person who approaches. the workings of capitalist justice by meanl1 of the. materialistic C'onceptiotJ
of history, who recognizes the contrad;ction of class
interests, will easily pierce through the veil of impartiality covering the eyes of the go~:ldess of Justice
and discern in the passions that rage in them .the spirit
of class-capitali,rt .justice.
T.he other day~nd it is important ·to· re-consider
these events-an occassion was provided to draw a
pardell between two sehtences meted out by. this das!!
justice of Capitalism: the acquittal of the patriot, Vilain, the assassin of the French Socialist Jaures: and
the death sentence imposed· on ·the Anarchist,Cottinwho
shot and wounded Premier Clemenceau, the most reactionary representative of modem capitalist. reaction
and Imperialism. This was, clearly, impartiality!
A few days later twa more acts of justice were perpetrated: and, as previously, the two verdicts, although.
apparently contradicting each other, again reveal the
class character of bourgeois justice, the 'nner motives
and the social forces which direct the course of this
ju.stice. I refer to the "benevolent" commutation of
Cottin's sentence of death fo ten years imprisonment:
and the refusal ef United States Attorney General
Palmer to recommend to President Wilson "clemency"
for Eugene Deb~' (-who is now serving 1en years in
prison.)
It is characteristic that "clemency" for Cottin
(which he didn't ask} should be interpreted as "Clemenceau saves life of his assailant.'" And with a glow
of righteous pride, it is emphasized that "Cottin's
commutation of sentence was on the recommendation
of M. Clemenceau himself."
Concerning. bis refusal to recommend "clemency"
for comrade- Debs, Attorney C;oeneralPalmer in an
official !'tatement said in justification of the refusal:
""Eug-eneV. Debs has fiied no petition with either the
President or the Attorney General asking for the
exercise of executive clemency. The facts in his case
are such that, until such petition be made by him, I

T
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hearts. It was more thali a demonstratioH~ It was
a revoltttio~aty threat, iristinct with the ~et~rmina,
..
tion to make'the threat real, and end class Justice and
should not feel called upon to consider makmg any all. the other-evils .of Capitalism. ~. ~ This proleta~
recommendations in hiSo:.case;:~
.;,
..
dem.onstration, these proletarian cries, ,,:e~e t~ senLet us analyze thes.e two ImpartIal declSl0?S.
ous and too threatening for the bourgeOIsie to Ignore
Their apparent contradiction, from the pomt of them. A "concession" was ·necessary., 'A death sentmetoo! bourgeois ju,stice, is obvious at fi.rst glance: an encefor Cottin simulteneously .with acquittal for ViIAnarchist, for attempted "murder,fl gets a commt!ta- ain (what an unpleasant and fatal coin~iden~e for
tion of his previous death sentence to ten, y~ars Im- the bourgeoisie!) would remain .for a long time a
prisonment; while a Socialist who had dehvered a vivid~Uld eloquent expressi?n of the character, of
"seditipus" speech secures no "clemency" and also gets bourgeois justice.. 1\nd the. bourgeoisie .. sic~ at. ,~eart
ten.years imprisonment! .... .
..
and ap~:rehensive, beat a retr~t, ~nd ~l1ade the conWhy. this apparent cQntradlCtlOn? What IS the 'ex- cession" to the working class IInphed 111 the commut-.
planation df this seeming-benevolence of ~he French ation or C.ottin's st'ntence.· Angry at being forced to
Government? ':Surely, Ito one wilt suspect the Frellch make 1;.is '~concession," the bourgeoisie camouflaged
Government of hU!11a1.litarian. se?t~ents ar of a. t~nd- its grimace .of rage !With a false smile of Christian
·e.ncv towardthe "meek and kmd virtues of Chrlstlan- "mercy."
.
ity!..
.
.'.
.
. But no consciolls worker wilt believe that the Fre~cl1
We shall easd~ find the explanation of thiS appar~nt "Tiger" has suddenly. awakened to humane and Chrlstcontradiction. This "benevolence" of the French Gov- ian feelings. No! It was the demonstratio" and the
ernment: is equally expressive of the class charac~er. Jhreat of the workers in the strt'ets-symbol. of the
ofbour~eois justiee, of the social forc«:,s that determme French proletariat. and the oncoming proletarian
its decisiops. All that is necessary is that we should 'revolution....,..that snatched Cottin away from the bangtransfer our attention from the ~ldedcourt oalaces . man's noose which the 'French bourgeoisie W.ould all
in which sits enthroned the French goddess of Justi.ce, too ·eagerly have tightened until his body grew rigid
to the streets of Paris where. the workers are creatmg in death. '"
.
and administerinP.' realiustice. II)- the streets, ~nd not
And. in this, equally, Ires the explanation of the
in the ·p;tlacesof the bourgeoisie, shalt we dlscovet' ruthless policy of the American 'bourgeoisie, which
the rri.oving' force of things: .
.
refuses to "pardon" the veteran of the American SocThere. in· the- streets of Paris, there occured the ialist-Iabor movement; Eugene Debs. "Unless there
other day a'demonstration of t~e conscious ~or~ers, is thunder, the peasant will not cross himself" .... and,
a livinl!' nroof that the long and much-abused patience until there .comes the thunder of our own proletarian
of the French'workers is rapidly coming to an end. action, the American bourgeoisie will indulge itself
As a protest :against .the· acouittal .of Jaures' murderer, in 'the luxury of "severity;" it will, !With the lightand as the threat of something' more dangerous,. tens headed frivolity of the man who recks not of toof thottsands of workers, in solid formati.on, conscious . morrow, throw our revolutionary fighters into prisand implacable. under red and black banners, march~d on.
.
during the whole day through the· streets of Paris.
Debs did not ask' for~lemency! No-he will never
They did more than march. Thev di~ more than ask for clemency, and ask no one to do it for him. Of
nrotest aJ!ainst the aCfJuittal .of Jaures' assassin ... ·that there is no doubt. And there is equall( no doubt
Tfm)uJ!'h the music of the "'Internationale" and the that the day is coming when the American workers,
cries of prote!'t against the infamy of caoitalist justice following the -example of their European comrades,
that hunrlered in the air. there came, with ominou \ wilt take "justice" into their own hands. That day
sound. the cry: "Down with the Peace Conference! will be the day of freeaom for Debs and the other
Lonp' Live the Soviets!" And. the cry. "Lone' Live revolutionary fi?ht~rs.
the Soviets!" was the exnression of the ripening of .. Capitalist justice is living its last days.' The day of
revolutionary determination in these proletarian proletarian justice is coming!

By NicholaS t Hourwich

•
·Program of the Spartcacans In
Germany
1.
MMEDIATE measures and steps to guarantee the safety·
of the revolutJon:
.
I. T.be disarming of all policemen and officers, as well a.
of all soldiers, who do not belong to the proletariat
~. Tbe comscation of all supplies of arms and munitions
and all munition works by the workmen's and sold~r's councils..
J. The amUng of the whole male population of the proletariat to form a wor~n's militia. The organization of a
red guard. within this militia as its active body, for the protection of the revolution aga·i·nst all counter-revolutionary
plots and consopiracies.
4. The abolition of all power of command hitherto vested
in officers and non~ommissioned officers, military authority
to be supplanted by tire voluntary discipline of the soldiers.
The election of officers by the men with the nght of recall.
The repeal of military law.
.
5. The eXllulsion of officers and all untrustworthy persons
from the ·soldiers' council.
ii. The replacing of all political agents and Government
<lAicials by representatives from tlle workmen's and soldiers'
conncils.
7. The establishment of a revolutionary tnbunal hefore
"'hioo those chiefly responsihle for the war shall be tried: the
Hohen:wllern~. Ludendorff, Hindellburg, von Ti...,itz. and their
fellow-crimina;!s, as well as all the conspirators of the counterrevolution.
R T1l1otllediate confiscation of all food, so as to guarantee
the nccessities of life to the people.
II.
Political and social measures:
1. The aholition of all separate states, and the formation
of a single united Socialist repuhlic.
2. T·he aboLition of all Parliaments. and all communal
bodies and the taldng over of their functions by workmen's
and soldiers' councils and by tbeir agents .and committees.
.~. The election of workmen's councils thrOUllhout Gennany
by all adult ·persons, men and women, in the laboring class of
the cities and the country, within the separa'te trades; also
the election of soldiers' councils by the men, exdusive of
ufficers and untrustworthy persons. The right of' workmen
ancl soldiers to recall their representatives at any time.
~. Tale election of delegates from the workmen's and soldiers' councils throughout the country to fonn a central council,
which shall choose an executive council invested with all
authority..both legislative and administrative. The central
eouni:i1 is to meet, for the ·present. every three months, subject tor new elections of delagates for each seuion. ·It shall
exercise permanent control over the activity of the executive
council and shall keep the various workmen's and soldiers'
councils constantly in touch with their highest Government
organ. The local councils shall have the right to -recall their
clelegates to the central council at any time when they do not
<larry out the will of their electors. and to fill their places
with others.
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,~. The right of appointing and deposing all Government
officials to be· vested in the executive council.
6. The abolition of all class distinctions, orders, and titles.
7. Far-reaching social lewislation. The shortening of the
working day to six hours ~t the most, in order to decrease
IUnemployment, and in. consideration of the physical degeneration whioh the laboring dasses have suffered through
the world war.
8. A speedy alld thorough reorganization of the dep.artnmlts
of rationing, housing sanitation, and education in the spi.rit
of the proletarian revolution.
.
III.
T'he followdng administrative measures:
I. The confiscation of all dynastic property and income and
the nanding of it over to the community.
2. The repudiation of all public debts and war loans. with
the exception of subscriptrions up to a certain amount, this
amount to be fixed by the central council.
3.. The exp.ropriation of I.arjre an~ medium s!ze~ estates
and the estahhshment of Soclahst agncultural SOCIetIes under
a nRified control forthe whole country.. Smaller agrieultural
holdings fo r~nain ill the hands of the present owne.rs until
such time as .they shall voluntarily come into the Socialist
community.
~. Tbe liquidation of ali banks, mines, factories, and large
business .concerns. by the republic.
5. The confiscation of all property beyond a certain. maximum, which ·shall be fixed by the cmtral council.
6. The organization of councils in each industry, which
shall cooperate witll the· workmen's councils and manage all
internal affairs. of their respective trades. including labor
conditions and r('gulation of c>roduction, and shall finally take
over the .practical conduct of the ·business.
8. The appoinfment of a strike committee which is to cooperate with the tracle councils in guiding the strike movement
throughout the countr~' in a Socialist direction. and, throuQ'n
.the political power of the worlomen's and soldiers' councils,
assure· it of success .
IV.
Internal·ional tasks:
As soon as possible. connectiory shall be made with our
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Fraina. Frank Mack, Chairman.
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brother-parties in foreign countries, so that the Socialist revolution may be pitt on an .international basis, and through
inrernation.a1 fraternization and tire uprising of the proletariat
pe~ce may be established and assured.
This is what the Spartacus Group· wants. AmI because we
·want it,' because we are the Socialist eonscience of lihe revolution, therefore we are hated and ope.rsecuted and maligned
by all open and secret enemies of the revolution and the
proletariat.
. Crudfy them! cry the capitalists who tremble for their
money~he5ts.

Crucify them! cry the middle-dass citizens, the officers,
the anti-Semites, and the press lackeys of the bourgeois
press, who tremlble around the flesh"pots of the bourgeois
class power.
Crucify them I cry the Scheidemanns who, like Judas lscariot, have sold the workmen to the bourgeoisie in order to
keep their political power.
_
Crucify them! cO~S the. echo from those deceived and
hefuddlNt workmen who do not know that they are lighting
their own flesh and hlood when they rage again~t the Spartacus Grollp.
Tn hating ·and maligning the Spartaclls Gr~ tlfcy can all
I1nitc-counter-revolutionists, enemies of the .. people, anti,
SociaHsts, liars, and those who fear the light. But this only
shows that the future belongs to those in whose breast the
revolution still lives.
The Spartaous Group does not want to attain power o.ver or
through the masses of the .working people. The Spartacus
Group is only ·that part of proletariat which ·is conscious of
it~ goal and attempts to wake up the broad masses to a
r!'alizition of their historic task, which at evcry stage of the
rl'volution represents the ultimate aim of the Socialists 81ld
th~ solution of nMional problems in the interests of the prol"!tarian world revolution .
The Spartaclls Groll,p refuses to share I)I)\I"l'r with the
servants of the bourgeoisie, Ehert and Scheicft!1nann. because
it sees in stich cooperation nothing but treachery to the essential .principles of Socialism, strengthening of the counter-'
re"olution, and l>aralyzing of the revolution.
The Spart8>C\ls Group will never take over the power of
government except at the hehest of the great mass of the
proletariat. nor unless the masses clearly express their alleg1ance to its goal and methods.
The proletarian re"omtion can only progress stefl hy step
on its Golgotha I)ath. and can only win full cll'arness and
IT'aturity through many defeats and victories.
The uitrlll41h of thl' Spartacus Group belongs. not to the
beginning, but to the end of the revolution. It is ,identical
with the triumph of the millions of the proletarian mass.
Up, proletarians! ,Arise to battle! YOtl are about to
conquer a world and to fight against a world. In this last
great class war for the highest goal of humanity. our m~tJ
must be: thumb in eye and knee on breast!

