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May Day--and the Revolution

MAY Day is the day of the workers.

This day is the day when the conscious work-

ers, who are not mental slaves to the ideas of
the masters, express their determination for a new
life, for a new world.

May day is revolutionary Labor Day.

American Labor—that :is to say, those workers
who do not see heyond their noses, beyond small in-
creases of wages—celebrates Lahor Day on the first
Monday of Septmber. ‘

But what is celebrated on “Labor Day” 1is the
‘lay of the masters—it is the day of the wage-slaves,
_not of eonscious rebels.

“Labor Day"” was granted the American workers
by the capitalists, as a tov to play with, as a means
of fooling the workers.

American Iabor Day has no working class im-
portance, no revolutionary meaning. It is a day to
maintain the workers’ suicidal confidence in the cap-
italist exploiters.

“American Labor Day"” represents the old order,
with its oppression of the poor by the rich, of the
workers by the employers; with its small wages and
hard hours, its enmiployment and economic insecur-
ity, its misery for the majority of the people and 1ts
fabulous luxury for the few.

International May Day represents the new society
which is coming — the society of free men and
women, in which labor will control its own means of
making a living, in which there will be no masters
and no poverty—economic security and peace shall
prevail.

International May Day represents that great work-
ing class struggle to unite the workers of the world
against the capitalists of the world,—against poverty,
against oppression, against wars, against Caapitalism,
for the freedom of the wmasses.

International May Day is the day when the con-
scious workers cease their labor, down tools in all
shops, to prove to themselves and to their masters
the strength that is in them, eager for the day when the
great struggle shall flare up into revolutionary action,
end Capitalisin, and establish a world for the
workers,

On the first Monday of September, the masters of
industry do not fear proletarian action; they know
that their workers are in hondage; they await Tues-
day, when the workers will return to their shops, to
sweat agony and blood in satisfaction for starvation
wages while the masters enjoy ease and luxury.

On International Labor Day — May Day— the
masters tremble. May Day in Europe is the day
when the masters expect revolutionary upheavals.
They await in dread. It is the day of revolt.

On previous May Days, the storm did not break;
and gradually the masters began to believe that the
storm would never break—the storm of the workers’
accumulated wrath at their misery, oppression and
injustice—the storm which would sweep Capitalism
out of existence.

But the day did come.

This year, May Day is a promise fulfilled. This
May Day sees the proletariat of the world in action
against Capitalism.

In Russia, May Day is greeted by millions upon
millions of workers who have overthrown the rule
of Capitalism, who have seized power, who are actu-
ally organizing the new society of communist labor
and fraternity of the workers. They have completed
their revolution, these Russian worker-comrades of
ours, amid blood and tears and smoke, amid the at-
#acks of the whole capitalist world, but they held grim,
#l, 2y refused to submit to international Capitalism
AV their revolutionary challenge, flaming throngh the
w arld, has brought response in other nations, among
1f-€ workers of the world. The cause of revolution-
4¢;* Russia is the cause of the workers of the world.

Capitalism is being smashed. The workers are con-
quering. May Day is coming into its own.

In Hungary and Bavaria, the workers are in con-
trol. They have established a Soviet Government,
which means in every-day language a government
of the poor aganst the rich, of the workers against the

- capitalists, of peace against war, of joy against

misery, of life against death,

In Germany, the revolutionary workers, betrayed,
threatened by the Alles, starving and butcherd, are

Call for a National Conference
of the Left Wing

Call for a National Couference of the Left Wing
of the Awmerican Socialist Party, issued by Local Bos-
ton, Local Cleveland and the Left Wing Section of
the Socialist Party of New York City.

The international situation and the crisis in the
American Socialist Party; the sabotage the party
bureaucracy has practiced on the cmergency national
convention; the N. E. C. aligning our party with the
social-patriots at Berne, with the Congress of the
Great Betrayal; the necessity of reconstructing our
policy in accord with revolutionary events—all this,
and more, makes it necessary that the revolutionary
forces in the Socialist Party get together for counsel
and action.

This call is therefore issued ,for the holding of a
National Conference of the Left Wing of the Ame-
rican Socialist Party, to discuss:

1.—The crisis in the party, and action thereon; the
~ conquest of the party for the party, for revolutionary
Socialism. k

2—The New International; ways and means to
prevent the party aligning itself with the “Internation-
al” of the social-patriots, of the Ebert-Scheidemann
gangsters, and the wavering centre; affiliation with
the Bolshevik-Spartacan International alone.

3.—The formulation of a declaration of principles
and purposes of a national scope of the Left Wing of
the American Socialist Party.

4—Forming some sort of & national council or bur-
eau of ihe lef Wing, for propaganda, securing of
information and spreading information.

5~To express and draw_together the revolutionary
forces in the party; to consider other means of further
ing the cause of revolutionary Socialism.

This call is issued to locals of the Socialist Party,
branches and Left Wing groups within the party. The
test of admission, provisionally, will be acceptance
of the Manifesto of the Left Wing of the Socialist
Party of Greater New York.

Left Wing locals are invited to send delegates of-
ficially. Where a local officially refuses to participate,
brances or minority groups in the party accepting the
principles of the Left Wing should send delegates.

Representation—one delegate for every 500 members.
No local or group should send more than three deleg-
ates,

The conference will be held starting Saturday, June
21, at some central city to be decided after the distri-
bution of delegates is considered.

Left Wing Locals and Branches, act! Send commun-
ications to Louis C. Fraina, 885 Washingoin Street,
Boston, Mass.

securing new strength and are preparing for the new
struggle against Capitalism and Imperialism on May
Day—and this struggle of our German worker-Com-
rades against their own Capitalism is equally a
struggle against international Capitalism and Tm-
perialism.

In France, Italy and England, throughout the
world, in every country, is unrest among the workers.
preparation for struggle against Capitalism. The
workers may not be completely conscious of what they
struggle for; but experience teaches them that their
struggle is a struggle to destroy Capitalism, to re-
volutionize the old world, to place indusiry in the
control of the workers.

In our own comntry, May Day comes in the midst
of general unrest. This unrest is tremendous, deep:
hut as yet it has not hecome conscious in action, except
among those workers who have accepted Socialism
—and May Day is the day of international Socialism.

On this May Day, the American workers face a
seriou crisis, The war “prosperity” — which was
serions crisis. The war “prosperity” — which was
crease; and as the soldiers are demobilized and in-
dustry in Europe resumes normal- operations, this
unemployment will increase by leaps and bounds.
Wages are being reduced. During the war, they,
the masters, smiled upon labor; now they fire labor
if labor so much as opens its mouth to protest.

The economic crisis is awakening the American
workers. They realize that things are wrong. They
are accepting revolutionary ideas.

The capitalists and their government are scared.
They fear the development of revolutionary Socialism
among the working masses. They carry on a cam-
paign against Bolshevik ideas. They pay to slander
Socialism and the workers. They arrest Socialists
and I. W. W's. They deport agitators. The.law,
the police and the army are being used against the
workers and the rebels.

Hundreds .of Socialists and labor agitators are in
prison—among them Eugene Debs, William D. Hay-
wood and Thomas Mooney. They are in prison be-
cause they stood by the workers, because they struggle
against the oppression of the workers, because they
are of the workers.

In jailing these men, the government of the capit-
alists is jailing the workers, is striking a blow at the
struggle of the workers to secure economic freedom,
peace and a new world.

They are going to crush the workers, if they can.
They are going to use all means to smash the re-
volutionary movement—and in this they will smash
the workers, for, workers, the revolutionary wmove-
ment is YOUR movement, the movement whech alone
represents your real interests.

On this May Day, American Labor must resolve
to throw away old ideas and old tactics. It must
determine to struggle against the capitalists, who are
Your real enemies. It must determine to join with the
class conscious workers of the world, who are engaged
or preparing to engage in the final struggle against
Capitalism—against unemployment, against misery
and oppresion, against war and those who profit from
war.

You have power. You are in control of industry.
You have the might to overcome the might of the
capitalists, to break the power of the capitalists—
the might of your industrial acion.

The capitalists and the government of the capitalists
are imprisoning your revolutionary representatives.
These men and women in jail are calling upon you
—they want to be with you in the great struggle that
is coming. On this May Day, you must resolve to
call at the earliest possible moment a general strike
to compel the release of our imprisoned comrades.

This will mean much. It will mean a revolutionary
act. It will fire the enthusiasm of the workers. Tt
will prepare you for new and mightier struggles
against the capitalists, until you break the power of
Capitalisn.

The old world is breaking to pieces. Amid the
roar of cannons and the rattle of machines guns, a
new world is being born, the world of the workers,
—your world, if vou will have it.

Workers! Do not trust the false promises of
the masters. Do not depend upon words, but upon
vour own deeds.

Workers—men and women! = May Day is your
day, you must make it ycw day. Down tools on
May Day and show vour determination to conquer,
to express your solidarity with your Furopean com-
rades, Then prepare for a real general strike.

On this May Day—when the whole world is in
Revolution — remember the workers of the world
must unite to break the power of the capitalists, to
break the power of those who make poverty, misery
and war. Waorkers of all countries, unite for Social-
ism!
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The Principles and Tactics of the New International

From the Call of the Communist Party of Russia (Bolshe-
viki) for a Communist International Congress.

It is an urgent necessity that the first congress of the new
revolutionary International be called. During the war and
the Revoltion the complete bankrupcy of the old Socialist
and Social Democratic parties, and the second International,
as well as the incompetency of the middle elements of the old
Social Democracy (the so-called “centre”) for live revolution-
ary action, has %ynally become evident. At present, however,
the outlines of the genuine revolutionary International are
distinctly coming into view.

As a basis for the new International, we consider necessary
the recognition of the following principles, which we shall
consider our platform, and which have been worked out on
the basis of the program of the Spartacus group in Germany
and the Communist party (Bolsheviki) in Russia.

1. The present is the period of the dissolution and the
collapse of the whole capitalist world system, which will mean
the complete collapse of European culture, if Capitalism,
with its unsolvable contradictions, is not destroyed.

2, The problem of the proletariat consists in immediately
seizing the power of the state. This seizure of the power of
state means the destruction of the state apparatus of the
bourgeoisie and the organization of a new proletarian appar-
atus of power.

3. This new proletarian state must embody the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, and in certain places also the small
peasamts and farm hands, this dictatorship constituting the
instrument for the systematic overthrow of the exploiting
classes and the means of their expropriation,

Not the fraudulent bourgeois democracy—this hypocritical
form of rule of the finance oligarchy—with its purely formal
equality, but the proletarian democracy and the possihility
of the realization of freedom for the working masses; not
parliamentarism, but self-government of these masses through
their elected organizations; not capitalist bureaucracy, but
organs of administration which have been created by the
masses -themselves, with the real participation of these mass-
es in the government of the countries and in the activity
of the Socialist structure—this should be the type of the
proletarian state. The power of the Workers Councils and
similar organizations is its concrete form.

4. The dictatorship of the proletariat is to complete the
immediate expropriation of Capitalism and the suppression
of private property in means of production, which includes,
under Socialism, the suppression of private property and its
transfer to a proletarian state, under the Socialist admin-
istration of the working class, the abolition of capitalist
agricultural production, the nationalization of the great busin-
ess firms and financial trusts.

5. In order to insure the social revolution, for defense
against enemies within and without, of assistance for other
national groups of the fighting proletariat, etc., the complete
disarmament of the bourgeoisie and their agents and the
general arming of the proletariat is necessary.

6. The present world situation demands the closest relation
between the different parts of the revolutionary proletariat
and a complete union between the countries in which the
Sacialist revolution has been victorious.

7. The fundamental means of the struggle is the mass
action of the proletariat, developing into armed and open
war upon the bourgeois state.

8 The old International has broken .into three main
groups: First, those frankly social patriots who during the
entire imperialistic war from 1914 to 1918 supported their
bourgeoisie and transformed the working class into hangmen
of the international revolution.

Then there is the “Center,” at present theoretically led by
Kautsky and representing an organization of such elements,
constantly wavering, not capable of following a definite plan
of action and at times positively traitorous.

Tinally the revolutionary left wing.

9. As regards the social-patriots, who everywhere in the
critical moment oppose the proletarian revolution with force
of-apms, a merciless fight is absolutely necessary. As regards
the “center,” our tactics must be ¢o scparate the revolution-
ary elements, and to pitilessly criticize the leaders. Absolute
separation from the organization of the Center is absolutely
necessary at a certain phase of development.

10. On the other hand, it is necessary to proceed in a
common -movement with the revolutionary elements of the
working class who, though hitherto not helonging to the party,
yet adopt today in its entirety, the point of view of dictator-
ship of the proletariat, under the form of Soviet government;
inchuding the syndicalist elements of the labor movements.

The ~ficial Socialist Party of the United Slates was not
invited 0 this Congress, but the Left Wing of the party was.
Our ta > is to conquer the party for Left 1WVing Socialism,
end aft ‘ate with the Bolshevik-Spartacan International.

Mexico and the Monroe Doctrine

HE Mexican Government has made it publicly

clear that it will not recognize the validity of the
Monroe Doctrine. Mexico would not protest against
the original Doctrine, which provided that there
should be no colonization by European powers on the
American continents; but the Monroe Doctrine today
is something altogether different.

The reception accorded to Mexico’s repudiation in-
dicates clearly the character of the Monroe Doctrine
today. There are two phases to this recept on:

1.—It makes no difference, say the defer uers of the
Monroe Doctrine, what Mexico says; she will be
compelled to accept the Doctrine.

2.—The Monroe Doctrine, say these defenders, is
a national doctrine of the United States, maintained
upon its own responsibility.

What is this but the attitude of the conqueror? A
national doctrine that another nation must accept—
that is aggression, Imperialism. This aggression and
Imperialism are actually comprised in the Monroe
Doctrine today. It is not a question of European
colonization, but of European capital and investments:
the Monroe Doctrine is now an instrument to preserve
these continents for the aggrandizement of American
capital.

“Revising” the League

ERTAIN amendments have been made to the
Peace Conference’s proposed League of Nations.
They have been made in order to satisfy certain ob-
jections to the League. They satisfy bourgeois ob-
jections, perhaps, but not the Socialist. The funda-
mntal defect of the League of Nation—inevitable
under Capitalism—is that it is not a League but an
alliance of five Great Powers, a defect stressed even
by parts of bourgeois radical opinion. This imperial-
istic alliance is consummated by means of the Council
of the League, which is to consist of nine members—
five representing Great Britain, France, Ttaly, the
United States and Japan, and’ four representing all
the other nations. This means that these five powers
actually control the League, having a clear majority
on the Council.

That is fundamental. A League must be a League
of free nations; but this imperialistic alliance consti-
tutes nothing but an imperialistic League agai.ist the
nations of the world.

It is said that the new draft satisfies the Republic-
ans in the United States Senate who opposed the
original draft. Well it may; since the new draft rec-
ognizes and protects the Monroe Doctrine and makes
the League even more a fraud than it was.

There is a real need for a League of Nations. The
world must be united against war and for peace, must
unite for purposes of life and prosperity. Production
is international. But this League cannot actually be
consummated under Capitalism, since Capitalism re-
quires industrial and commercial competition, cannot
abandon Imperialism. If it did, Capitalism would no
longer be Capitalism. The federation of the peoples
of the world, free and actual, is a task that history
imposes upon the international Socialist proletariat.

New Aggression Against Russia

TI'IE twistings of a snake are straight lines-in com-
parison with the twistings of the Peace Confer-
ence in Paris concerning the “Russian problem.” This
“problem,” of course, is simply what should be done
—or can he done—to crush Soviet Russia, that real-
ization in life of Socialist theory and practice, that
menace to international Capitalism.

They tried invasion—but it didn’t work: too many
troops are required, and they are “corrupted” by rev-
olutionary Bolshevik propaganda.

They tried to use the “oppressed .peoples” of the
Ukraine. Poland and the Baltic Provinces, whom they
were to “liberate.” to crush the Bolsheviki, but it did
not work.

They tried to use the former German army against
Soviet Russia, but the German imperialists had their
own Bolshevism to deal with.

Intrigue and fair words, cunning and beautiful
promises, treachery and expressions of friendship—
all these have been tried: but they haven’t worked.

So now they decide to continue their old policy of
starving the Russian people and the Russian Revolu-
tion. They are to continue financing and feeding the
counter-revolutionists ; they are going to recognize the
“Omsk Government” and provide it with munitions
and food, while the harbarous blockade of Russia con-
tinues—ihis is the policy they are forced into, the
policy of the skulking murderer of women and child-
ren.  This is Capitalism! This is the Peace C onfer-
ence!

No! This crime against the new civilization, against
a revolutionary people must not be allowed. Cap-
aitlism is exposing itself in all its sinister horror. Tt
scruples at nothing to accomplish its savage purposes.
Nothing short of proletarian action, of mass pressure

upon the jmperialistic governments, of the world rev-
olution will help the Russian people and preserve the
Russian Revolution for all peoples and for all time.

The Great Collapse

HERE was an enormous upflare of popular en-

thu§iasm when President Woodrow Wilson first

arrived in Europe. It was, to certain extent,
mass enthusiasm. A popular image had been created
of Woodrow Wilson as a great emancipator,—one of
those suggestive social myths with which history
abounds.

President Wilson, in his inimitable words (without
deeds) catered to this popular sentiment,—in Italy
even indulging in “Socialistic” expressions. Then he
got together with the distinguished diplomats in Paris;
and the social myth gradually disintegrated. Open
diplomacy, democracy, all the beautiful ideas of Pre-
sident Wilson were, in the test, proven to be dross.
The popular reaction developed immediately—the
great illusion was broken. The second coming of
Woodrow Wison to Europe evoked no popular enthu-
siasm. This is how William Allen White, in an article
from Paris dated March 27, describes the “second
coming:”

When President Wilson came to Europe in Decem-
ber, 1018, he appealed to the masses of Europe over
the heads of their Governments. Now he is dealing
exclusively with the organized Governments of Europe.
When he appeared in Paris a dozen and six weeks ago
great crowds packed the Champs Elysees. His pro-
gress from the Arch to the Tuileries was a great tri-
umph. No other ruler ever had a greater reception:
the day he came back to Paris in March a t-#tered
cotton banner, sagging in the wind, rain-stained and
and bedraggled, bearing the legend, ‘Hénneur a Wil-
son, le Juste’ a banner left from December, hanging
near the corner of the Avenue Montaigne and the

Elisyan Fields, was the only reminder of a day that
was gone.

As the banner was fraying in the light spring breeze
the train bearing the Presidential party was steaming
into the station; a poilu band was throwing back its
head and blowing into the brass the glory that is
France in a grand salute; a dozen frock-coated, plug-
hated, elderly gentlemen with cynical turn of face—
Clemenceau, up from his bed of pain, Poincare and
Baron Cellere, along with the Americans, Mr. Lansing,
Bernard Baruch, Vance McCormick—gentlemen of the
bed chamber—stond on a red velvet carpet in the stan-
tion am:q potted palms and evergreens and welcomed
the President back to France. The whistles did not
hlow; there was no cheerig in the station. There was
little more ceremony in the greeting than if the village
delegate had come from the Grand Lodge, ready to
exemplify the new work.

This shift in mass opinion in Eurgpe has_two caus-
es: the utter incompetence of the Peace Conference
and the collapse of President Wilsgn’s “ideals:” and
the penetration of revolutionary sentiments in the pro-
letarian masses.

The abandonment by President Wilson of his “id-
eals” is not a study in personality, but a study in
social facts and tendencies. It is not to the man alone,
but dominantly to the social circumstances that is at-
tributable the collapse of his beautiful program,

In the mouth of President Wilson, democracy and
the League of Nations did not mean what they mean
to an oppressed and butchered people. His ideals
were the holy water that was to wash away the sins
of Capitalism. The masses,.however, expected deeds:
and Wilson gave them words, while the Conference
gave them deeds of reaction.

“When President Wilson came to Europe in Dec-
ember, 1918, he appealed to the wmasses of Lurope
over the heads of their governments. Now he is deal-
ling exclusively with the organized Governments of
FEurope.” This was inevitable. IExperience showed
the danger of appealing to the masses: the Bolsheviki
and the Spartacans did the same thing; and the masses
must not move, or Capitalism totters. President Wil
son had to adjust his words to facts; and the facts
imposed the necessity of the Peace Conference main-
taining the supremacy of Capitalism. The requires-
ment of maintaining the supremacy of Capitalism are
responsible for the great collapse of Woodrow Wil-
son,—and his “ideals”—the words—were meant to
maintain the supremacy of Capitalism.

The imperialistic war necessarily had to be conclud-
ed by an imperialistic peace. That is the peace being
concluded in Paris, however it may bhe camouflaged.

The masses have nothing to hope for from Capital-
ism and the representatives of Capitalism. They may
trust, but their trust will always be a great illusion
doomed to a great betrayal. The most tragic aspect
of a tragic war is that the masses developed dumb.
blind hopes of a real change, of a new world; these
hopes were exploited by astute diplomats and the
journalistic hirelings of Capitalism; but this exploit-
ation having accomplished its purpose of developing
the popular ideology for “carry on,” the masses ar
given a stone nvhere they expected bread.

On all issues, Capitalism and the representatives 0
Capitalism are necessarily against the proletariat ,
the liberty of the world. Upon their own action 3 r
the masses depend; upon the implacable and cor*®"
ent class struggle of the conscious proletariat ag v
Capitalism and for Socialism.
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In Germany

HERE is a new struggle preparing itself in Ger-

many. This struggle will decide the immediate

" destiny of the internationl revolution, of So-

cialism. If the revolutionary proletariat conquers

power, it means the world revolution ; if not, it means

new struggles, a series of class wars which must in-
evitably culminate in the Social Revolution.

Let us summarize the character and the course of
the German Revolution: it is of the utmost import-
ance that the Socialist proletariat should clearly un-
derstand the implacable class war that is being waged
in Germany.

The agony of the war, the starvation of the people,
the futility of the prolonged slaughter and defeat,
provided the opportunity for the masses to act. That
moment for which revolutionary Socialism, a small but
militant minority, had been waiting and preparing
for, came. Like a river that has burst its banks, the
waters of the Revolution spread through Germany.

The Revolution that slowly developed during Octo-
ber 1918, broke forth irresistibly in November. The
revolutionary mass action of the proletariat toppled
over the Imperial German regime; the Kaiser fled to
Holland ; everywliere the masses organizd Councils of
Soldiers and Workmen; a new Government was org-
anized.

But this was just the preliminary phase of the Rev-
olution. The new governinent was controlled by the
majority “Socialists” represented by Ebert, Schei-
demann & Co., who had. supported the imperialistic
war, ‘who had opposed the coming of the Revolution,
and around whom the bourgeoisie now rallied against
Socialism.

The new bourgeois-“Socialist” Government main-
tained all the old government institutions,—the army,
the police and the bureaucreacy. Behind it skulked
the forces of the bourgeoisie, and even of the Junkers.
Hindenburg was still in control of the army: Ger-
many's foreign policy was manipulated by Dr. Solf
and Dr. Erzberger—all consistent and malevolent re-
presentatives of the old regime of Imperialism, of war
and plunder.

Against this bourgeois-“Socialist” Government there
developed a new revolution, captained by the Sparta-
cans, whose program was identical with the program
of the Bolsheviki. This new revolution aimed to
cverthrow the Ebert-Scheidemann Government, to
destroy the power of the old army and its reactionary
military chiefs, to destroy the old parliamentary ins-
titutions ‘which deceive and shackle the proletarian
masses, to crush the power of the bourgeoisie, decree
all power to the Councils (Soviets) and establish a
new proletarian state of the federal Soviets, upon the
basis of which the definite introduction of communist
Socialism could be initiated. This program was to
link the German Revolution with the Russian Rev-
olution, and assure the coming of the world revole
tion and international Socialism. . . .

But the majority “Socialists,” doing the dirty work
of the imperialistic bourgeoisie, opposed this revolu-
tionary program. They did not want to crush the
power of the bourgeoisie ; they wanted, not a Socialist
but a bourgeois democratic republic: they used the
army and the old governmmt forces to crush ‘the pro-
letarian revolution. Revolt after revolt of the masses
was crushed by this combination of the old regime
and the iraitorous Socialists of the bourgeoisie.

The revolutionyin Germany, as long as it remained
within its parliamentary limits, had accomplished
little. True, it had-iutroduced parliamentary demo-
cracy, but it is not by means of parliamentary demo-
cracy that Socialism will come, but by means of rev-
olutionary action and proletarian dictatorship. Cap-
italism was still in power. The forms of Kaiscrism
had been overthrown, but not the substance, since
Kaiserism did not simply represent the rule of a mon-
arch, but the unity of autocracy with imperialistic
Capitalism: and the power of this Capitalism had not
been crushed.

Threatened by the oncoming proletarian revolu-
tion, the bourgeois-“Socialist” Government not only
concluded an alliance with the old regime, but asked
unity with the imperialistic governments of the Allies
to—crush Bolshevism!

But the masses, tortured by hunger, oppressed by
the new reaction, menaced by the imperialistic designs
of the Allies, acquired new vigor and new purposes.
Out of each defeat they secured new strength for new
struggles. .

Then came the proletarian dictatorship in Bavaria,
the proclamation of a Soviet Republic. This gave
impetus to the proletarian struggle throughout Ger-

wmy. The bourgeois-“Socialist” Government massed
T ops against the Bavarian Soviet Republic: but Mu-
ah h is still proletarian and Bolshevik. while all over
6@ rmany the struggle is again flaring into action.

" The struggle is a struggle to complete the Revolu-
41on by making it definitely proletarian. Capitalism
m 4st be overthrown; the new regime must not be a
ri,?ime of bourgeois parliamentary democracy, which

is the form of expression of bourgeois supremacy, but
a regime of communist Socialism, which is the form
of expression of the proletariat. There must be a
new state organized——the state of the organized pro-
ducers, of the federated Soviets, of proletarian dicta-
torship, which alone can break the power of capital.
Workers® control of industry, communist organization
of production, the abolition of parliamentary political
forms,—that alone can assure the life and happiness
of the workers, that alone can assure Socialism.

The experience of the revolutionary proletariat in
Germany emphasizes the lessons of the Russian rev-
olution: parliamentary, petty bourgeois moderate So-
cialism is the worst enemy of the militant proleta-
riat.  Only through revolutionary mass action and
proletarian dictatorship can the masses conquer power
and realize Socialism.

Which International ?

HIE most important problem oft international So-
cialism,- at this moment, is the acceptance or re-
jection of the Bolshevik call for a Communist

Congress. It is important, since its purpose is to rally
and integrate the revolutionary forces of the prole-
tariat and Socialism for action and the conquest of
power; and it is equally important as a test of the
revolutionary character of the different Socialist Par-
ties.

The minority, the Left Wing Socialist groups every
where have enthusiastically accepted the call for an
international ‘Communist Congress. The Left Wing
of the American Socialist Party has; and there is now
a motion for a referendum to instruct the party's in-
ternational delegates to participate only in an Inter-
national Congress in which participate the Bolsheviki
and the Spartacans. But the old majority represent-
atives of the party are silent. mostly, on this moment-
ous issue; they are evading, perhaps waiting to see
which way the cat will jump. . . .

The Socialist Party of France, at its Congress the
other day, voted down, 894 to 270, a motion to affiliate
with the Bolshevik-Spartacan Third International. The
motion adopted was to affiliate with the Second Inter-
national (of moderate, petty bourgeois “Socialism,”
which broke down miserably during the war and the
proletarian revolution) providing that all those who
are Socialists in name only shall be excluded. What
a petty, miserable evasion, characteristic - of Jean
Longuet, who introduced the motion! The value of
this proposed “exclusion’ is tested by the fact that
the Longuet majority docs not evclude from its own
party “those who are Socialists in name only.”

On the other hand, the Socialist Party. of Italy has
proclaimed its uncompromising acceptance of the Bol-
shevik-Spartacan International. and the revolutionary
tactics this acceptance imposes. The Executive Com-
mittee of the Italian party has resolved to sever all
connections with the old International Socialist Bur-
eau and the old Tnternational. Tts resolution is aggres-
sive and incisive. a challenge to militant Socialism:

Whereas. the International Socialist Bureaun is an in-
strument of the war policy of the pseudo-democratic
hourgeoisie tending to mislead the proletariat, and is a
real barrier to the rcorganization of the Socialist Rev-
olutionary Tnternational: and

Whereas, all the cfforts of the International Social-
ist Bureau. now a hostage of the imperialistic bourge-
osie of the Entente. to restore the life and energy of
the Socialist proletariat have heen in vain: and

Whereas., the alliance concluded at Berne hetween the
social-patriotic tendencies of Entente Tmperialism and
the social-patriotic tendencics of the Tmperialism of the
Central Empires brings into the open the reactionary
character of all the factions who were false to the
pledges made by the International in opposition to the
hourgeoisic who threw the peoples into the war; and

Whereas, in consequence it is impossible to conceive
the co-existence in a single organization of those who
were loyal to the principles of the Interiational and
those who betraved those principles and are still opposed
to the realization of Socialism: and

\Vhereas, the International Bureau. instead of, as soon
as the war ended. brining about the immediate con-
vention of the parties and organizations affiliated with
the Bureau. loaned itself to the work of making a suc-
cess of the Berne conference, which was nothing less
than a caricature of an Internatinnal Socialist confer-
ence: therefore be it

Resolved. That the Executive Committee of the Soc-
ialist party of Ttaly withdraw from the International

Socialist Bureau and affiliates with and works for the
establishment of the Socialist Revolutionary Tnterna-
tional upon the hasis and principles laid down by the
Russian Communist Comrades at Moscow in the month
of January for the convening of an International Soc-
ialist conference: and he it further

Resolved. That the Executive Committee shall carry
active work to sécure for the aforesaid purpose the ad-
hesion of those Socialists of all countries who have
remained faithful to the Tnternational, either by conven-
ing a preliminary meeting or by any other action deemed
proper to attain the result sought.

This is an inescapable challege to militant Socialism,

A division is necessary in the International, and in
our own movement. [hich Socialism and which Tn-
ternational. Comrades of the Socialist Party?

line.

Bolshevikjabs

TATISTICIANS compute that if the words “Bel-
S gium.” Belgians,” “Belgian,” printed during the
past five years were cut out and pasted together
into a strip five inches wide it would go around the
earth ten times, and that if the adjectives “poer little”
were added the strip would go around the world fifteen
times. The Belgians, however, say that on the other
hand if the same awords were printed every time they
were uttered at the Peace Conference and then cut
out and pasted togetheh the strip resulting would be
merely sufficient to blot out the first five headline let-
ters of the term Peace Conference.

* * & *

Japan being an Oriental nation and not versed in the
ways of Western diplomacy is most indiscreet. In a
statement regarding the Korcan situation recently is-
sued the whole trouble is summed up as follows:—
“The present trouble in Korea originated with a group
of religious associations, some of which are Christian,
and with certain students, who, unfortunately, bewild-
ered Dby political ambition, misunderstand the term
‘League of Nations’ and misconstrue it as meaning
‘self-determination.” ”*  No wonder there is some
doubt about allowing Japan the innermost — or should
we say the least open covenants least openly arrived at
~—of the Peace Conference.

* * £ *

Count Dentia Frazzo, member of the Italian Parlia:
ment, is quoted as denouncing “the Bolshevik rule for
Russia.” If all reports are true the worthy count will
soon have the opportunity of denouncing “Bolshevik
rule” much nearer home,.

* * £ *

Tt is reported that Premier Clemenceau is still wear-
ing his old coat in order to “economize.” It is re-
ported that the French iorkers are economizing not
only by wearing their old coats, but by tightening their
belts.

* ok oE %

“Tis a pity that the workers can’t take part in those
diplomatic banquets at Paris. .\ worker of twenty
could enjoy the food much more than 77-ycar old
Clemenceau.

% Ed B3 *

‘The British White Book describing the “horrors” of
Bolshevisim in Russia, says that in Central Russia the
linen industry is 50 per cent of normal, the woolen
trade Go per cent, coal production 60 per cent, the cot-
ton mills 70 per cent. . . . The National Manufactu-
rers’ Association, after completing a survey of business
in the United States. reports it as being 25 to 50 per
cent normal. . . . Well?

B4 R ES *
Is the United States worse off than Russia?
k % B *

Or are the figures a lying move to frighten the

workers and get them to accept lower wages?
*  x kX

“Rioting- Continues in Indian Cities” says a head-
Poor England seems fated to be continually
misunderstood. cven in her spectacular sacrifices for
small and subject peoples.

s % bl *

The hourgeois liberal magazines are astonished at
the Chinese puzzle of the Peace Conference’s “policy”
on Russia. listen to this wail of The New Republic:

Another official Russian plan has just appeared, this
time in the form of news given out by the State De-
partment. The report is that Mr. Lansing has a policy.
It is said to consist in the recognition of Admiral Kol-
chak and assistance to him for the prosecution of civil
war. The bids in the Russian question, therefore,
stand as follows:

1. Mr. Wilson and Mr. George in a signed letter
to Dr. Nansen: “Cessation of hostilities and complete
suspension of the transfer of .troops and military ma-
terial of all sorts to and within Russia’s territory.”

2. Mr. George to the House of Commons: “We are
supplying munitions to Kolchak, Denikin and Khark-
oft.”

3. Mr. Lansing, suported by Mr. Wilson, accord-
ing to the Statc Department : “Recognition of the Om-
sk government and military support to and within
Russia’s territory.”

This can hardly be described as the clear and un-
troubled voice of reason speaking to a distracted
world. Russian policy is still as difficult to follow as
a Russian novel. The characters change their names
so often, and their souls are so torn with conflicting
emotions that their minds are stalled. It is time that
somebody issued a guide book in which the relative
value of letters, speeches and inspired dispatches was
indicated by one, two and three asterisks.
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: AY Day is. the symbol of new life—of the ger-
minal sap of Spring preparing to fructify in
all the glory of the summer of joy and happiness.

There és a new life symbolized on Socialist May
Day-—the new life that is coming .when the proletariat
conquers Capitalism.

Our May Day is a day of-life. But it is equally a
day of death. The conscious rebel thinks on this day
of the workers’ dead-of the dead in thé shops, mills
and mpines; of the dead in the social struggle against
Capitalism. On more-than-one May Day have the
armed forces of Capitalism meted out death to dem-
onstrating workers,

On this May Day, the-thought of our dead is em-

phatic and bitter, made so.by our comrade-workers

who are at this moment meeting. death in Eitrope and
Asia, death imposed by. Capitalism in its fierce de-
.termination to retain supremacy.

In Russia, scores-of.thousands of our worker-com-
‘rades—men, women and children—have met death in
the struggle against the exploiters, in the determination
to make the world finer -for those who are“to come
after them. They died in the struggle against Czar-
ism, that putrid excresence of centuries; they died
in the struggle against the conpromiser Kerensky and
the compromising “Socialists;” they died in the great
revolution of November 7, and after in the struggle
against the counter-revolution-; they died in the strug-
gle against German Imperialism; and they died in the
* struggle against the invaders that Allied Imperialism
sent into Russia. And they are dying today,.in the
struggle against counter-revolution organized and fin-
anced by the Allies; more, they are starving, a starv-
ation deliberately imposed upon Soviet Russia by the
brutal blockade of the-Allies.

But the Russian wortkers and peasants, who have
seen the light of the glory-of -the new society of com-
munist labor and fraternity, are patiently enduring
death and starvation, in the flaming resolve to assure
the world revolution against Capitalism.

The

HERE are two obvious reasons for the strike
wave ‘that is .rising up from coast to coast all
over the United States—two urgent problems that
confront the working class of America and demana
imnrediate solution, to prevent reduction in wages and
to actually better conditions, -

Any demands of the workers for something better,
something worthwhile is considered dangerous, and
consequently—scores of cities and towns of 100%
patriots of yesterday turn. ’pro-German”, “foreign”
and “Bolsheviki” to-day.

The capitalists are ready to trample their wage
" slaves in the gutter, they have mobilizezd all their
forces and are using them with the sinister determin-
ation of clinging to their absolute control over the
means of human existence, of maintaining their
bloody supremacy. The publicity agencies flood the
country with poisonous and disruptive lies, the
military and the judiciary institutions work with re-
gular martial savagery—in order to nip in the bud
the struggle of the working class. The capitalist
ridden so-called labor organizations, the old fashioned

leaders and labor fakers furnish great scrvices to -

the enemy class. These are most dangerous in their
injury to the labor class.

No wonder that great confusion is manifested in
th ranks of the brave fighters of the working classs.
Theif minds are infested with the old ideas, they are
overwhelmed by the capitalist lies and by the follies
of the labor fakers, who instead of guiding and os-
ganizing strikes are interfering with and obstructing
them. '

The old philosphy is: that this is no time for
striking, that business is slack, and that therefore
the workers should wait until the next period of
prosperity—and then strike, or rather beg for a joh.
for an increase in wages, if they are still slaves by
that time.

- Another opportunist puts it this way: “You are
not organized, you cannot think of a. strike. Get

busy, make your shop 100 per cent. unionized, fill-

your treasury and then~—then you will not need to
strike—then you will get everything without strik-
ing.” :
gI‘hat, in a nutshell, is the whole philosophy.of the
old-fashioned strike. ~ There certainly is an appendix
to it, namely: if “everything” could not "De
obtainied by begging and bargaining — then go out,
but be sure to beware of sympthetic strikes, of general
walk-outs and. of other such heresies.  Just stay
out, ‘s you went, and consume the savings of your
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May Day— and the Workers’ ;Déad |

At this moment, our worker-comrades in Germany

are dying in the streets, to overthrow Capitalism and

affiliate with Soviet Russia. They, too, are starving;
many have not yet seen the glory ; but the Spartacans—
“the Socialist conscience of the Revolution”—are de-
termindly waging the revolutionary struggle. In spite
of death, and all! - '

In Bavaria and in Hungary, our worker-comrades
are dying to-assure the supremacy of the Soviet Re-
public.

Workers are meeting death in Italy, France, Great
Britain, everywhere, in the preliminary action that
will soon flare up in the final revolutionary strugle
against Capitalism.

Death in the workérs’ cause is not death, but life.
In agony and in tears, in the shadow of the Valley of
Death, the proletariat struggles onward to a finer
world of life and love and liberty.

Death is the nraker of life. Death is not death when
used in.the_service of life. Life is not life when used
in the service of death. ‘

Capitalism threw our worker-comrades into a re-
actionary war, to meet:starvation, death and mangling.
Tt used life in the service of death—the death-in-life
that-is Capitalism. It used life against life, death for
death.

Our worker-comrades in Europe are using death
against death, life for life. They know the price, and

‘they are paying the price.

" But there is a .world to conquer! There is life and
love and liberty to gain!

- Tt is a flarning, glorious death, this death secured in
the inspiring struggle against the exploiters. It is a
death that uplifts, that assures life.
In this struggle, Capitalism is doing its last kill-

ing. . .. .
There is protest against making death in the great
social struggle.

Old Strik
: By Richard. Hansen

union. When you are broke again, just walk back
as if nothing had happened. " And do not forget to
fill the treasury of your union anew. '
After this you can begin this merry-go-round over
and over again until eternity.
The high phrases of democracy and of the Ameri-
can standard of living which should not be lowered

are forgotten completely. The fakers are willing to

let the hundreds of.thousands — the millions — of
working men die from hunger on the streets were
they were thrown in midwinter and where their ranks
are still growing. The fakers willing to submit to
wage reductions while playing the shrewd game of
arbitration—although being fully aware of the-sterility
of all the various Labor Boards of Afbitraiion and
conciliation.

The unique and strongest weapon in the prossesion
of working class—the strike, has been annulled by the
old labor leaders. And it is being used to the detri-
ment of the workers, for instance in the textile in-
dustry—The John Golden clique fomented unrest and
“‘threatened” strikes in order to obtain 12 1-2 per
ent reduction of the “royal” weekly wages of 13 1-2
dollars of the textile workers.  Apparently these
fakers are working under the direction of the Woolen
Trust and the famous Arkwright Club.

The real imagnificent strike —like the Seattle
general strike—are denounced and dammed by the
Gompers gang although this strike was led by bona-
fide bodies of the American Federation of Labor

To postpone strikes antil “periods” of prosperity.
until the bosses begin to look for men mnstead of
being annoyed by job seekers is folly, because during
the most normal and prosperous periods the labor
market is just as crowded. The army of the un-
employed is always there—to furnish scabs in addition
to the organized scabbery of the Gompers gang.

To postpone strikes until the shops are 100 per
cent organized and until the treasuries are full is
another fairy tale. The work of organization has been
conducted energetically for decades—and where are
we at present? Have we organized 10 per cent. of the
workers in America? Where are the remaining go
per cent? How many centuries will be needed to bring
them into unions? By that time all of us will have
died of starvation and of vile working conditions.

Besides — organzation in itself is an empty word;

it can be used for bad as well as good purposes. For

_a fairly long time.

... .. SavEiNay, May3, 1919

dead in the revolutionary struggle. Amnd think of the
dead that Capitalism makes irr the piping days of peace

In the days of peace, our worker-comrades meet
death in the shops, miills and mines. They are mangled -
by the machines ; they are killed by industrial diseases;
they die from vver-work and under-nourishment ; they .
die by the scores of thousands from industrial accid-
ents. Qur worker-comrades in the mills, shops and
mines die slowly and they die quickly; but they die.
And their wives and their children die from too much-
work, from starvation, from» that evil thing which is
Capitalism. I ’

These dead are dead in the service of Capitalism. .
They die to"make profits for the capitalists, to assure :
the supremacy of Capitalism. It is a miserable,
tragic death. ' R

Capitalisim is terror:- Capitalism is death.

Not satisfied with the dead it makes in industry,
Capitalism plunges the world into war and accelerates
the process of killing the men and women of the pro-
letariat, * . '

There is revolt against Capitalism. And there is
death. But it is the death glorious. It is a flaming
death, not the tortured death of the slave who accepts
his slavery. =~ =

~On May Day, we think of our dead. Our souls
flame out in joy and. glory at the thought of our dead
in the revolutionary struggle against Capitalism.
Their’s is the death supreme. . . . We think of our
other dead; who met death in industry and in the holes

-that are the homes of the poor. And our hearts droop

in sorrow-—momentarily ; for our hearts on May Day
cannot harbor- sorrow, but determination and inspir-
ation to end Capitalism that makes death necessary in
order to- attain life.

On this May Day, let us resolve to devote all to the
revolutionary struggle of the international proletariat,
to conquer finally .that for which the workers’ dead.

But it is Capitalism that makes the - have died.

Strike and the New

instance, wouldn't it be of tremendous beneficial for
the cause of the workers of America if the Gompers
riddén part of Labor Orgaization didn't exist at all?

Essential as it is, the conscious organization of
of labor can never embrace the whole class or even the .
majority of it. To think of it is Utopian. To wait
for it and to postpone the strugle on that account is
a criminal folly. The forces of capitalism are too
powerful to permit such a union to spread peacefully
and to absorb a considerable part of the working class.

The process of organization itself—of forming class
conscious fighting unions—requires strikes. = The
hest unions have been born during the storms of
actual struggles. .

Pull a strike wherever you can—if you want a
good oganization. Where the circumstances warrant,
where there exists sentiment—opull a strike. Stir up
the existing unrest to open flames if you want an or-
ganization.

Throw into the waste basket the old concept that a
strike, once begun, must be continued for months:
On the contrary—let them be brief, let them last just
as long as is needed to furnish the strikers with some
education, in class struggle. Continuous meetings
and daily leaflets on the situation are the most essen-
tial points of the program iwhile the strike lasts.
For men, who cannot spare a nickel a day for dues
on account of low wags—even a week mayv appear
This education should make
every man understand that in a strike, as in every war,
retreats and attacks are used and hoth are riecessary
for victorv. Evefy participant in case of war must he
ready to retreat—that is go back into the shops like
an organized army with the grim determination to
come out again, to fall upon the enemy at any moment
with new energy and better equipment. If such
education is obtained if the eyes of the strikers are
opened as much as that—then even a so-called lost
strike is a magnificent victory.

This is not an idle theory, hut a very practical sug-
getion—applied with great success under almost s
bad political conditions as prevail at present here
in America, namely—under the regime of the Czar
Nicholas, the last of Russia.

The American workers are seething with unress T+
can’t remain uninfluenced by the labor struggles
glorious victories in different countries of Eu
and other parts of the world. The economic °
ditions in America are over-ripe for revolution.
isolated strikes dre bound to become more genei
more consciofis in their means and ends.
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After One Year in Soviet Russia

OMRADES: The composition of this conven-
tion- in itself indicates, in my opinion, the con-
siderable change and the big step forward that

has been made by us, the Soviet Republic, in the field
of Socialist reconstruction ; and particularly in adjust-
ing our agricultural relations, the most important for
our country. In this convention are united represent-
atives from the Land Committees, from the Commit-
tees of the Poor Peasants, and from the agricultural
communes ; and this unity shows that during.a brief
period—just a year—our Revolution has gone very
far in reconstructing those relations which are the
hardest to change, which in previous revolutions were
the most difficult obstacles to Socialism, and which
require fundamental reconstruction in order to insure
the victory of Socialism.

The first period, the first link in the development of
our Revolution was characterised mainly by the victory
over the common enemy of the peasantry, the victory
over the pomieschicks (land-owning nobility). )

All of you comrades know very well that the March
(1917) Revolution—the Revolution of the bourgeoisie
and the compromisers—promised this victory over the
land-owners, but did not fulfill the promise. Only
the November Revolution and the victory of the pro-
letariat in the cities, only the power of the Soviets
made it possible in reality to clean up all Russia from
end to end of the disease of serfdom, to deliver the
peasantry from the old feudal exploitation, from feud-
al land-ownership, and generally from the yoke of the
pomieschicks.

In this-struggle against the land-owners, the peas-
ants rose in mass. They couldn’t do otherwise. In
this struggle were united all the poor peasants, those
who did not live by hiring and exploiting other men.
In this struggle, also, were united the most prosperous
and richest of the peasantry, who cannot exist without
hired labor.

While our Revolution had this task on its hands,
while it had to use all the efforts of the united poor
peasantry and the city proletariat in order to annihil-
ate the power of the land-owners, the Revolution had
to remain a peasant’s, an agrarian revolution, and
couldn’t break through its bourgeois limits.

The Revolution as yet didn’t touch the more power-
ful and more modern enemy of the toilers—Capital.
There was danger that it would end half way, as did
the revolutions of western Europe, where the united
efforts of the peasantry and the proletariat destroyed
the monarchies, and more or less completely annihil-
ated the remnants of feudalism and feudal land-owner-
ship, but where the fundamentals of the power of
Capitalism were not affected.

And this much more important and most difficult
task we started to accomplish at the end of the summer
of 1918 and in the fall, by means of our Revolution.
The counter-revolutionary movement, which began in
the summer of 1917, became very strong. The invad-
ing armies of the imperialists of western Europe were
re-inforced by the hireling Czecho-Slovaks and by all
the forces of exploitation and oppression still existent
in Russia. This counter-revolutionary movement dev-
eloped new currents and a new life in the rural dist-
ricts.

The desperate counter-revolts against the Soviets
brought together all the European imperialists, the
Czecho-Slovaks and everyone in Russia who stood for
the feudal land-owners and Capitalism. The rich peas-
ants joined the counter-revolutionary movement.

The rural districts ceased to be united. The peas-
ants who had fought as one man against the land-
owners (pouieschicks) were split into two amtagon-
istic groups, the rich and the poor peasants.

The poorest toiling peasants went hand in hand with
the proletariat toward Socialism, continuing the strug-
gle against Capitalism. The feudal nobility being
eliminated they now had to fight against the power of
money, against the speculators and the rich peasants,
who tried to use the great change in land-ownership
for their own personal profit. In this struggle all the
bourgeois and exploiting classes were swept aside, and
our revolution started as a whole on the march toward
Socialism, which the city proletariat had initiated in
November, 1917; but which did not become general—
and never could—until the rural population, the peas-
antry, gave the proletariat unitéd and determined sup-
port.

There we have the tremendously important link of
our Revolution forged during the last summer and
autumm.  The Revolution penetrated the most back-
ward and isolated sections of Russia, spreading all
through the rural districts. It was not quite so spect-
acular and conspicuous a movement as the coup d’etat
of November 1917, but of much more importance and
deeper significance,

By N. Lenin
Translated by R. HANsEN

Address to the Convention of Delegates of

the Committees of  Agricultural Laborers

(Poor Peasants) and Agricultural Communes
(December, 1918).

The forming of Committees of the Poor (agricult-
ural laborers, hired farm-workers) in the villages sig-
nalized that the fight against the nobility was comp-
leted and that the working class had begun the much
harder and historically much more important struggle
for Socialism. It was an immense task to awaken the
class-consciousness of the agricultural laborers and
poorest peasants, and to weld them into one class with
the city proletariat. Without this, the decree socializ-
ing the land would have been a paper decree. The
agricultural laborers and the poorest peasants, together
with all those who do not exploit other men and do not
live upon the toil of others, constitute the vast major-
ity of the people. They are not interested in the con-
tinuance of exploitation, and were capable of going
beyond the abolition of the feudal land-owners. They
did go beyond this, emerging definitely into the pro-
letarian struggle against-Capitalism and for the estab-
lishment of Socialism.

This was the difficult task. Everybody who doubted
the possibility of a Socialist revolution in our country
prophesied inevitable failure in this task. Upon it
depends our success in the future. The formation of
committees of the agricultural laborers and poorest
peasants, that soon covered the whole country like a
net, the growth and transformation of these committees
into actual and powerful Soviets, was destined to
assume control of the proletarian constructive work in
rural Russia. This is the distinctive fegture of our
Revolution, that differs so profoundly from the usual
bourgeois democratic revolutions of western Europe.

No doubt, in a country so dominantly agricultural
as Russia, Socialist reconstruction is hampered by very
large obstacles. It was comparatively an easy job to
depose the Czar, to abolish the power of the nobility.
This was accomplished in a few days in the larger
centres, in a few weeks all over the country. But the
problem we are facing now can be solved only through
a long period of hard work. Here we must go on
step by step, inch by inch, to conquer Russia for actual
Socialism, to cultivate land on a communistic basis.

And it is obvious that the transition from individual
small farming to communistic production will require
a long period. It cannot be done in a day.

We know very well that in countries where small
farming ‘is predominant, the transition to Sociallsm
requires many preliminary measures and gradual steps.
Being aware of this during the November Revolution
we put forward only the demand for the confiscation
of the lands of the nobility—we made every effort to
sweep away the power of the pomieschicks. Later
on (March 1918) the new law of the socialization of
land was introduced unanimously, by the represent-
atives of the communist workers as well as by the
peasants’ delegates to the Soviets, who were not as
yet communists. This law is the embodiment of the
will and aspirations of the majority of the peasants,
and it shows at the same time that the proletariat and
the Communist Party (Bolsheviki), being aware of
their duties, are relentlessly and patiently pursuing
the path of Socialist reconstruction, taking systematic
steps to awaken the poorer peasantry. Every step
forward is based upon this awakening and organization
of the peasantry.

We know very well that such a reconstruction in
the life of tens of millions of people, which is trans-
forming the deepest foundations of everyday relations
and habits—the transition from private individual pro-
duction to communist agriculture—is to be accomp-
lished only by prolonged and insistent efforts, can
be accomplished only when necessity compels the
people to reconstruct their life.

Ahd after the long and terrible world war we can
perceive the beginning of the social revolution all over
the world. Even in the most backward countries there
now exists a necessity that—independent of all theo-
ries or Socialistic teachings,—speaks authoritatively to
each and everyone that life cannot go on as before.

When a country has suffered such a gigantic dest-
ruction and has been thrown into chaos, when we see
that this chaos is being spread all over the world, that
all the results of civilization, science and technique
acquired by humanity during ages of unrelenting toil—
when we see all this wantonly destroyed in four years
of a capitalistic war of plunder and conquest, when
all of Europe has been brought back to barbarism—
then the broad masses and especially the peasants, who
suffered most of all from this war, begin to realize

that all forces and extraordinary cfforts must be
exercised in order to get rid of this inheritance of
the damned war, that has brought us on the brink of
utter exaustion and misery. It has become impossible
to. continue to live as we did before the war, it has
become impossible to continue the wastage of human
energy in primitive production on a small individual
basis. The results of human labor would be doubled .
or trebled, the conservation of human energy would be -
doubled or trebled if communistic production could be
put in place of individual private production,

The devastation that we inherited from the war does
not permit us to restore this system of small agricult-
ural production. More than that. The majority of
the peasants not only have been awakened by the war,
not only are they aware of the wonders of technique
for purposes of destruction of men and goods, but
they are awakened also to the consciousness, that this
marvelous technique must be applied in the most neces-
sary and most backward branch of human economies
—in agriculture. This applies to science which has
been utilized for sinister purposes of Capitalism, from
now on must serve humanity. Our duty is to turn
agriculture to new roads, to abolish the old primitive
methods and base production on the very last conquest
of science and the achievements of modern technique.
The consciousness of this necessity has been awakened
by the war in higher degree than ‘we really appreciate.
Besides this awakening, the war also made a return
to old methods quite impossible.

Those people who cherished the hopes of restor-
ation of the old, are compelled to realize their blunder
more and more with every passing day. The dest-

‘ruction brought about by the war was so monstrous,

that our small individual farms do not have either
cattle or implements or tools. The limit was reach-
ed. The poorest toiling peasantry, which gave highest
number of martyrs for the revolution, which were
most terribly victimized by the war—did not take the:
land from the nobility for the purpose of turning it
over to the spequlators from their own class—to the
rich peasants. Before this poor peasantry life
itself puts the problem of communism in agriculture,
as the only means of restoring the civilization that
was annihilated by war, as the only way out of the
darkness, the misery and the oppression—these “bless-
ings” of Capitalism for the peasants—which gave to. -
the capitalists the possibility of torturing humanity
un’ r the war for four years, and from which the
toilers have decided to liberate themselves all over
the world.

Comrades, when we adopted the law of socialization
of the land there was no full unity of opinion between
the Communists and other parties. The left wing of
Social-Revolutionists, who suported the Soviets, did
not believe in communism in agriculture. And never-
theless the vote was unanimous. And this communist-
ic law prevails and is gaining ground. The struggle
in cities' was simple. There we got a thousand workers
against one capitalist. In rural districts the struggle
became more complicated. The first onrush against
the noble land-owners was crowned with complete and.
easy victory. Then the struggle among the peasantry
itself took root. The speculators and exploiters of
the peasant class set out to get fortunes out of the
spoils and from the sufferings of the hungry indust-
rial proletariat of the cities. A number of riots and
revolts occured during the summer of 1918. Later
on we had to adjust the relations between the poorest
and the medium, small peasantry. And our policy was
to unite these two groups. The medium, small peasants
are not enemies of the Soviets, neither of the prole-
tariat, nor do they oppose Socialism. Certainly they
are unreliable, they are with us only when they see
on practical grounds, that socialization is a measure of
necessity. They cannot be converted by theoretical
discussion or by propaganda. We don't have illusions
on that score. But they are being couverted by the
example set by the determined unity of the toiling
peasantry with the city proletariat. Gradually during
a longer period, by a number of transitory measures,
the unity of the communists with the medium, small
peasantry can be accomplished successfully.

The policy of the Soviets in agriculture is the intro-
duction of communism all over the country. In this
direction they are working systematically. Tor this
purpose the Soviets are organizing land communes
under their own management. To-this end are made
the provisions that the priority of the utilization of
land belongs to the state, then to public organizations,
next to agricultural communes. These provisions are
necessarv for the transition to complete Communism.

The Soviets are using unrelenting efforts to this
end. They asigned a billion rubbles for improvements,
provided that this sum is spent for transition to com-
munal production.
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Welcome — Soldiers and Sailors !

HEN the United States entered the war the
problem of withdrawing two million men
from industry was one of the vital topics of

the day. Many suggestions of mote or less value
were offered whereby this huge depletion of industry
could be effected without throwing the whole indus-
trial machinery out of gear. The army of unemployed,
which is one of the concomitants of Capitalism, and
the influx of women into industry, however, solved
th problem without the aid of the experts. Nevgr-
theless much ink was spilled and great anxiety for the
welfare of the country was manifested.

But now that we are faced wlth the much greater
problem of turning two miilion men back into industry
tlre experts, for the most part, are silent and the news-
papers and magazines are apparently ignorant of the
entire subject. The soldier, who during the war was
a hero, the idol of the crowd, the darling of the nation,
has now become a disagreeable problem. He is no
longer mentioned in polite society. After he has been
brought back, paraded through the streets and
showered with tlre verbal laurels, he is expected to
return to the obscurity from which he sprang and to
take his place in the ranks of the jobless, not as a
returned soldier, wearing a uniform with service
chevrons and would stripes on the sleeves, but as
an .ordinary member of the proletariat, who through
hard luck is out of a job, to whom society owes notn--
ing and who must expect nothing from society.

When he insists on looking for work in his uniform
he is covertly reproached for his lack of taste, and
when he very naturally replies that he is in uniform
because. he has no civilian clothes, society assumes an

air of injured dignity and says “something must be .

done.” The “something” usually takes the form of a
charity bazaar or concert, and when it is found that
the soldier cannot be comfortably disposed of in the
same way as our industrial cripples—Dby relegation to
an institution—society becomes very annoyed indeed
and leaves him to his own resources.

It must not be assumed, however, that the returned
soldier is not 'welcomed. On the contrary, he is very
welcome. All the newspapers say so, electric signs
blazon forth the fact to the world by night, while
appropriately colored posters herald it by day.
Livery railroad in the country announces the fact;
aldermanic resolutions inscribe it on dity 'records:
triumphal arches, monuments of the contractor’s art,
(and the bills for same, monuments to his imagin-
ation), establish it beyond dispute. There is no lack
of the external symbols of welcome. And every suc-
ceeding troopship that reaches port is a signal for
new parades. But after being welcomed the soldier
is supposed to gracefully disappear.

When he sailed away to France, service flags were
flung to the breeze.  Every employer hung out a
banner, the number of whose stars told the immensity
of the sacrifice made by the firm in allowing its em-
ployes to miarch off to war, hired new employes and
forgot about the matter until the casualty list caused
the substitution of a gold star for one of the blue ones.
Now the service flags have disappeared, and the sug-
gestion that it should be replaced by a flag showing
the number of returned soldiers reinstated in their
old jobs is quietly ignord. The truth of the matter
is that the employer, being first and last a business
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man, does not want men who have developed the
independence and self-reliance that conres to those
who have stared death in the face.

The master dearly loves a willing slave, and the
employe whose slave training is unbroken by adventure
in foreign fields invariably proves the better servant.
The man who has daily brushed shoulders with death
is not likely to cower before a foreman’s glance. Aind
50 the returned soldier’s welcome cedses when he re-
turns to civilian life and offers himself for sale in the
labor market. He has been welcomed and feted and
he must step down to make roowm for the next batch
who will be welcomed and feted in its turn.

But the returned soldier must live, he must find
cmployment, and what better occupation could he get
than assisting in the welcome to his brothers in arms?
A new industry is created by the spirit of welcome,
flags and buttons proclaiming the welcome are manu-
factured and offered for sale. And who can refuse
to buy from a soldier, especially if he has been wound-
ed in the country’s service? Here is the solution of
the problem! Let the soldier sell the welcome buttons
—the soldier is kept busy, the public is ashamed to
refuse the salesman, and the manufacturer makes
money.

Thus the streets of our cities are swarming with
soldiers in uniform, offering gaudy buttons and bunt-
ings for sale. Tine up-standing fellows are reduced
to street hawking, and street hawking is a hard job.
The returns are small, the hours of work are long and
the experience is humiliating. Affter a spell of this
work the spirit is broken and the slave psychology
again gains the ascendency. Any job, where the
begging element is absent, is welcome and the fore-
man’s glance regains its old power.

It is only fair to give honor where honor is due,
and some cities have attempted to make provision for
the returned soldiers. New York is a notable example.
The city fathers have decided that soldiers shall have
precedence in the matter of licences for newstands,
street corner stores, etc. The intensity of the scramble
for a living is depended upon to render the soldier
blind to the fact that in this manner old men and
wonten will be deprived of their livelihood and the
city fathers know that it is easier to deal with starving
hawkers than with .out-of-work soldiers.

The provisions made by a grateful country for its
returned soldiers have not yet Been exhausted. The
sweep of revolution across the world has not left
America unmoved. Labor is everywhere manifesting
the spirit of unrest and strikes are a daily occurrence,
so the soldier -is offered the job of strike breaking.
Himself suffering under the rule of the industrial
barons the soldier is expected to jump at the offer of
earning a few dollars by scabbing on his brother in
industry who is in revolt against intolerable conditions.
Being hardened in the fire of war the soldier is
thought to be impervious to the plea of the women
and children out of whose mouths he is to snatch the
bread! This is the final insult heaped on the soldier
by the professional patriots.

But the soldier has a better opinion of himself than

have his culogizers. In almost every case he has re-
fused to scab. A case n point is furnished in Holyoke,
Massachusetts: In one of the shops 200 boiler-makers
went on strike against a cut in wages. ‘About thirty
soldiers were sent to the plant from Springfield, a
distance of about ten miles. When they arrived the
strikers’ pickets informed them that the shop was on
strike, whereupon the soldiers unanimously refused to
enter the premises, some of them, it is said, walking
back to Springfield because they were unable to afford
the carfare. Incidents of this kind are numerous and
the evidence obtainable aoverwhelmingly proves that
not only is the soldier unwilling to become a strike-
breaker but he actively sympathizes with the strikers,

_going out on the picket lines with his former fellow

workers, as in Butte, Seattle, Lawrence, Paterson, and
Newark. In fact, the presence of soldiers in uniform
on the picket lines has caused an order to be issued
which amounts to prohibiting the soldier from striking
or taking part in a strike in his capacity as a returned
soldier.

So long, however, as the soldier acts as an individual,
so long he will be subjected to these indignities; no
matter how much he sympathizes with his brother in
the shop he will be powerless to help him, no matter
how pitiful is his own plight he will be powerless to

‘help himself. The only solution is organization. But

the organization must be along industrial lines, along
the lines of his class. - Societies similar to those formed
by the veterans of other wars are worse than useless
as they use the soldier against himself. Mutual admir-
ation societies, however much they may pander vo
the vanity of'the individual soldier, are a danger to his
interests and invariably degenerate into a machine for
utilizing his vote in the interests of a particular group
of politicians.

The soldier and sailor must organize, not as heroes
but as men. They must unite with the workers in
industry. They inust organize without any “letters
patent” and they must themselves control the organiz-
ation. They must recognize their citizenship, their
basic unity of interest with their brothers in industry
and they must unite their organization with that of
the workers through Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Workers’
Councils.

The bourgeois statesmen of the world have proved
their inability to face the real problems arising out of
the war, they have demonstrated their bankruptcy
alike in power and ability. If the world is to be saved
from future misery and chaos the proletariat must
decide. and the soldiers and sailors are by no means
the least important sections of the proletariat. Organ-
ization along the proper lines is the solution of the
immediate problems facing the soldiers and sailors.
If those who have already returned will form and
perfect such organization they can assure their broth-
ers in arms, who are yet across the seas, a real Wel-
come Home, a welcome in which the men and women
in the workshops, factories, fields and mines—the men
antd women who want to welcome Jack and Bill and
Tom—can join without the reservation caused by fear
of unemployment in their hearts.

Lenin or Wilson — the Bourgeoisie Scents Danger

F one could, for & moment, take himsell to the skies
and secure a bird’s-eye view of the starmy, bloody
struggle, the sufferings and tears that are agonizing
our world, it wold appear clearly as a struggle between
Bolshevism and Capitalism—a deadly clash between
the new, glorious proletarian-communist society to-
wards which humanity is advancing, and the old rott-
ing capitalist system which is desperately trying to
save itself from destruction.

The ultimate result of this clash—which the bour-
geois press, accustomed to think in terms of “great
men,” calls a struggle “betwcen Lenin and Wilson”
—is easily foretold. At this moment, the forces of
the two opponents are almost cqual; but the forces
of oue, the revolutionary proletariat, grow and multi-
ply, while the forces of the other, Capitalism, are rap-
idly on the wane. . ..

It is quite natural, accordingly, that a view of this’
great spectacle of struggle and revolution provokes
a feeling of sadness in the bourgeois press.

Precisely this spirit is wafted from an editorial re-
cently appearing in the big bourgeois paper, the New
York American:

“The fate of the world is being decided not in Paris.
bt in Berlin.,”  This is the tragic announcement, at
tha verv beéginning of the editorial. But as vou may
g-an from a further reading of the editorial, and
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particularly, if you are capable of reading between
the lines—the real situation which evokes this spirit
of resignation is that the “fate of the world” is being
decided, not in Berlin, but in—Moscow. . . . Berlin,
in this case, plays the part of a “dam” which holds
back the Bolshevik revolutionary stream that threat-
ens to flood the whole of Europe.

It is not surprising that the thought of the writer of
the editorial runs ahead of events, and paints a Jurid
picture, full of horrors. of what may happen when
“this last defense of Turope against anarchy™ will be
destroyed and “Prussia fall into the hands of the
Reds.” . ..

And the picture, indeed, is a terrible one! . . . “The
other governments of Europe will tumble in swift
ruins. . .. Tt is impossible that either the French or
Ttalian Governments can retain power over their pro-
letariats if the resources and population of Germany
and Austria are added to the vast territory and the
millions of people over which the Red TFlag now
waves.”

And, for the imformation of those who doubt that
France and Italy might become “victims” of Bolshe-
vism, the American says:

*Every well informed man knows that the Reds in

France and Italy and in England, too, are eagerly
waiting to strike great blows for the International,
and that the signal for these blows would be the Red
Flag waving over Berlin and the message that the
Red Armies of Russia, Prussia, Bavaria, Austria and
Hungary were marching to the help of their comrades
in Paris and in Rome.” :

“Red Flag and the Hymn of the International are
neither one new to France or to Itaaly And there
are millions of Frenchmen and Italians ready to be
led to march under the blood colored banner, singing
the songs of revolution. . .. "

In horror at this picture painted by his imagination,
the writer of the American editorial turns to the
statesmen sitting at the Peace Conference in Paris
with the appeal to lessen their bellicose spirit and
spare “democratic Germany,” and not to throw it
into the embrace of the “reds” by too exacting and
humiliating demands.

“Remember,”—the American cautions severely, but
at the same time softly-—*‘remember, if Berlin falls
beneath the blows of Bolshevism, the Peace Confer-
ence will be lucky if it can find ships to carry its mem-
bers away from Europe.”

Have not these “words of caution” something to
do with events at Murmansk among the American
troops, and our own situation in this country?
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THE REVOLUTIONARY AGE

A Call to the Workers of the World

ROLETARIANS! Men and Women of Labor!
Comrades!

The revolution in Germany has come! The mass-

es of the soldiers who for four years were driven to

slaughter for the sake of capitalistic profits; the masses-

of warkers, who for four years were exploited, crush-
ed, and starved, have revolted. Prussian militarism,
that fearful tool of oppression, that scourge of human-
ity—lies broken on the ground. Tts most noticeable
representatives, and therewith the most noticeable~of
those guilty of this war, the Kaiser and the Crown
Prince, have fled from the country. Workers’ and
Soldiers’ Councils have been formed everywhere.

Workers of all countries, we do not say that in Ger-
many all power actually lies in the hands of the work-
ing people, that the complete triumph of the proleta-
rian revolution has already been attained. There still
sit in the government all those Socialists who in Aug-
ust, 1914, abandoned our most precious possession,
the International, who for four years betrayed the
German working class and the International.

But, workers of all countries, now the German pro-
letarian himself speaks to you. We believe we have
the right to appear before your forum in his name.
From the first day of this war we endeavored to' do
our international duty by fighting that criminal gov-
ernment with all our power and branding it as the
one really guilty of the war.

Now at this moment we are justified before history,
before the International and before the German pro-
letariat. The masses agree with us enthusiastically,
constantly widening circles of the proletariat share the
conviction that the hour has struck for a settlement
with capitalistic class rule.

But this great task cannot be accomplished by the
German proletariat alone ; it can only fight and triumph
by appealing to the solidarity of the proletarians of
the whole world.

Comrades of the belligerent countries, we are aware
of your situation. We know full well that your gov-
ernments, now that they have won the victory, are
dazzling the eyes of many strata of the people with
the external brilliancy of their triumph. We know
that they thus succeed through the success of the
murdering in making its causes and aims forgotten.

But we also know that in your countries the prole-
tariat made the most fearful sacrifices of flesh and
blood, that it is weary of the dreadful butchery, that
the proletarian is now returning to his home, and is
finding want and misery there, while fortunes amount-
ing to billions are heaped up in the hands of a few
capitalists. He has recognized, and will continue to
recognize, that your governments, too, have carried on
the war for the sake of the big money bags. And he
will further perceive that your governments, when
they spoke of “justice and civilization” and of the

The revolutionary aspirations of May Day
~are magnificently expressed in this appeal of
Karl Liebknecht, Rosa Luxemburg, Franz
Mehring and Klara Zetkin, issued Decemb
25, 1918.

“protection of small nations,” meant capitalist profits
as surely as did ours when it talked about the “defence
of home”: and that the peace of “justice” and of the
“League of Nations” are but a part of the same hase
brigandage that produced the peace of Brest-Litovsk,
Here as well as there the same shameless lust for
booty, the same desire for oppression, the same de-
termination to exploit to the limit the brutal prepond-
erance of murderous steel.

The Imperialism of all countries knows no'“under-
standing,” it it knows only one right—capital’s profits ;
it knows only one language—the sword; it knows only
one method—violence. And if it is now talking in all
countries, in yours as well ours, about the “League of
Nations,” “disarmament,” “rights of small nations,”
“self-determination of the peoples,” it is merely using
the customary lying phrases of the rulers for the
purpose of lulling to sleep the watchfullness of the

proletariat.
Proletarians of all countries! This must be the last
war! We owe that to the twelve million murdered

victims, we owe that to our children, we owe that to
humanity.

Europe has been ruined by this damnable slaughter.
Twelve million bodies cover the grewsome scenes of
this imperialistic crime. The flower of youth and the
best man power of the peoples have been mowed down.
Uncounted productive forces have been annihilated.
Humanity is almost ready to bleed to death from the
unexampled blood-letting of history. Victors and
vanquished stand at the edge of the abyss. Humanity

s threatened with famine, a stoppage of the entire

mechanism of production, plagues, and degeneration.

The great criminals of this fearful anarchy, of this
unchained chaos—the ruling classes—are not able to
control their own creation. The beast of capital that
conjured up the hell of the world war is incapable
of banishing it, of restoring real order, of insuring
bread and work, peace and civilization, justice and
liberty, to tortured humanity.

What is being prepared by the ruling classes as
peace and justice is only a new work of brutal force
from which the hydra of oppression, hatred and fresh,
bloody wars raises its thousand heads.

Socialism alone is in a position to complete the great
work of permanent peace, to heal the thousand wounds
from which humanity is bleeding, to transform the
plains of Europe, trampled down by the passage of the
apocryphal horseman of war, into blossoming gardens,
to conjure up ten productive forces for every one

destroyed, to awaken all the physical and moral energ-
ies of humanity, and to replace hatred and dissension
with internal solidarity, harmony, and respect for

every Inunan being. o

If representatives of the proletarians of all countries
could but clasp hands under the hanner of Socialism
for the purpose of making peace, then peace would be
concluded in a few hours. Then there will be no dis-
puted questions about the left bank of the Rhine, Mes-
opotamia, ligypt or colonies. Then there will be only
one people: the toiling human beings of all races and
tongues.  Then there will be only one right: the equal-
ity of all men. Then there will be only ¢ne aim: pros-
perity and progress for everybody.

Humanity is facing the alternative: Dissolution and
downfall in capitalist anarchy, or regeneration through
the social revolution. The hour of fate has struck.
If you believe in Socialism, it is now time to show it
by deeds. If you are Socialists, now is the time to act.

Proletarians of all countries, if we now summon
you for a common struggle it is not done for the sake
of the German capitalists who, under the label of
“!German nation,” are trying to escape the consequen-
ces of their own crimes; it is being done for your sake
as well as for, ours. Remember that your victorious
capitalists stand ready to suppress in blood our rev-
olution, which they fear as they do their own. You
yourselves have not become any freer through the
“victory,” you have only become still more enslaved.
If your ruling classes succeed in throttling the prole-
tarian revolution in Germany, and in Russia, then they
will turn against you with redoubled violence. Your
capitalists Hope that victory over us and over revolu-
tionary Russia will give them the power to scourge you
with a whip of scorrpions.

Therefore the proletariat of Germany looks toward
vou in this hour. ‘Germany is pregnant with the social
revolution, but Socialism can only be realized by the
proletariat of the world. :

And therefore, we call to you: “Arise for the strug-
gle! Arise for action! The time for empty mani-
festos, platonic resolutions, and high-sounding words
is gone! The hour of action has struck for the Inter-
national!” We ask you to elect Workers’ and Soldiers’
Councils everywhere that will seize political power,
and, together with us, will restore peace.

Not Lloyd George and Poincare, not Sonnino, Wil-
son, and Erzberger or Scheidemann, must be allowed
to make peace. .Peace must be concluded under the
waving banner of the Socialist world revolution.

Proletarians of all countries! We call upon you
to complete the work of Socialist liberation, to give a
human aspect to the disfigured world and to make
true those words with which we often greeted each
other in the old days and which we sang as we parted:
“And the Internationale shall be the human race!

Bourgeois or Proletarian Dictatorship — Which?

HE dark forces of Capitalism always avail them-
selves of the opportunity, at any favorable
moment, to raise a how! about the “horrors” of

the dictatorship of the proletariat in Russia. To Rus-
sia is now added the Soviet Republics of Hungary,
and Bavaria. Every opportunity and every means are
used to spread condemmnation and calumny. In the
press, the churces, clubs, theatres, parliaments and
courts, the bourgeoisie and the agents of the bour-
geoisie hypocritically express their “indignation” at
the fact that, the proletariat of Russia, Hungary and
Bavaria having become the ruling class, it deals blow
after blow mercilessly at the class of the exploiters.
Look—say these impudents lackeys of Capitalism—
the Soviet Government rejects “freedom” of the press,
“freedom” of assemblage; it deprives the people of
the right to the franchise; it prosecutes and vven
throws into prison those who until now were consid-
ered the “elite” of society. .

To be sure: the proletariat of Russia, Hungary and
Bavaria, having become the ruling class, builds its
policy in accordance with its class interests. Fearless-
ly, it introduces measures which are dictated by the
interests of the proletariat and the poor (proletarian)
peasantry. Needless to say, all the measures of the
Soviet Government in Russia, Hungary and Bavaria
are directed toward one object—to raise the oppressed
class economically, politically and socially, and crush
the oppressors: to end the division of society into
classes. If the accomplishment of this requires the
aplication of forcible measures against the bour-
geoisie, these measures are determined by the logic
of the class struggle, by the dominant majority of the
proletariat and proletarian peasantry.

But has the bourgeoisie the right to attack the pro-
letarian dictatorship when it itself everywhere has
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established an iron dictatorship of the

class?

When a delegation of Norwegian journalists inter-
viewed Lenin, in March, and asked him concerning
the suppressiot of “freedom” in Soviet Russia, Tenin
advised them to go to Siberia and compare the hour-
gois dictatorship there with the dictatorship of the
Socialist proletariat.

We know already how Admiral Kolchak, that hire-
ling of the Russian and Allied bourgeoisie, deals not
only with the Bolsheviki but with his own former
supporters—the social-patriots, Kolchak suppresses
them both, thoroughly, brutally.

The Kolchak dictatorship—which the Peace Con-
ference in Paris apparently wishes to recognize—is
an eloquent example of bourgeois dictatorship in all
couniries. If there is any difference between the Kol-
chak dictatorship in Siberia and the dictatorship in
Siberia and the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie now in
power in Italy, France, India and Egypt, in any cap-
italistic country, the difference is purely formal.
And always the dictatorrship of the bourgeoisie is the
dictatorship of the propertied, privileged minority
against the vast majority of the people, the toiling
masses, . .

Let us take as an example the coteric of Allied
diplomats now sitting in Conference on Peace in Paris.
Do they realize, in fact, the dictatorship of the hmpe-
rialistic bourgeoisie of the Allies, a dictatorship dir-
ected against not alone the proletariat, but against the
whole peoples (Russian, German, Hungarian)?

When a clique of British imperialists applies viol-
ent measures to crush the Hindus, Egyptians and
other oppressed peoples, is not this a dictatorship of

bourgeois

an insignificant minority over an overwhelming maj-
ority ?

The bourgeoisie, with the aid of the press, parlia-
ments, courts and prisons, in a most cynical and brutal
maner crushes down the least move of the working
class to better its conditions. Martial law and “states
of siege” are not an exception but the rule in bour-
geois society. ‘The so-called “freedom” of the press
in bourgeois society is an obvious mockery- of real
freedom of the press. Consider our own American
press. The proprietors of our *“‘big” newspapers are
large capitalists and financiers, possesing excellently
equiped printing plants, their own- factories where
paper is manufactured for them, and their own large
capital. The whole of the “influential” press is in the
hands of the imperialistic bourgeoisie, the big capital-
ists. \Where does even the most elementary freedom
of the press come in when the organs of information
and publicity are under the vigilant eye and the rigid
control of the large capitalists? As T.enin phrases it,
“the so-called freedom of the press in bourgeois so-
ciety is simply the freedom of the hourgeoisie to de-
ceive the people.”

Against . the dictatorshjp of the hourgeoizie, the
proletariat, defending the interests of all the toiling
masses of the people, has the full right to introduce
its own concept of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
Not only is this its right, it is its duty. The hysterical.
cries of “indignation™ ou the part of representatives
of hourgeaois society against the idens and the practicc
of proletarian dictatorship arc merely the impertin-
ent hypocrisy and fraud of deccivers and oppresors,
who for centuris have plundered the people. There
is no sense in arguing with them or “moralizing”
with them. There is one answer to them-—proletarian
dictatorship itself.
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Soviet Russia Answers the Allies

EFERRING to your letter of December 3oth,

we regret that we cannot share your opinion of

what you consider to he the necessity of the
Soviet Government’s making an immediate declaration
as to the conditions on the basis of which that Gov-
ernmerit would be ready to conclude peace with the
Allies. We know that when the Allies, being the
offending party, shall formulate their demands on the
Soviet Government, the latter will not hesitate to de-
clare openly and in the clearest terms to what extent
it can meet those demands. Not only has the Soviet
Government -aeéver been informed directly as to the
conditions of peace which the Allies wish to put to
Russia, but similar peace propositions emanating both
from the Central Government, as well as from its
representatives in the foreign countries have never been
answered, nothwithstanding the fact that the possibil-
ity of a change in internal and external policies was
indicated clearly in a message to President Wilson,
dated December 24th.

The Soviet Government therefore shares our
opinion that there is no reason to repeat peace pro-
positions or other declarations, in the name of Russia,
since the Allies continue to give no indications for
peace with Russia. )

We are nevertheless ready to re-capitulate our views
of possible peace conditons which were already ex-
pressed in our conversation of December 25th.

Lord Milner recently declared that one of the “/bjects
of Allied intervention in Russia was to protect the so-
called “Russian friends of the Allies” against the op-
pressions threatening them when the regime of the
Soviets should he established in those parts of Russia
at present occupied by the. Allies. However, this fear
should in-no way be an obstacle to an agreement be-
tween the Allies and the Soviets, since the latter are
ready to give the so-called Russian friends of the Allies
all the necessary guarantees assuring them their liberty
and amnesty for their past crimes. Regardless of their
politics and their past social standing, they will have
a real opportunity to collaborate in the Soviet system
in accordance with their ability, their education and
their adaptability.

We are convinced that as soon as foreign interven-
tion ends. the civil war in Russia under its present
form will stop, and it will then be unnecessary to con-
tinue any restrictions of the liberty of the press.

We are likewise certain that as soon as Russia ob-
tains the opportunity to work under normal conditions,
and the population has adapted itself to the new social
order, there will only remain a ridiculously limited
portion of this population which will need to be rest-

This First

'HOSE of us who only know the welldressed, res-
pectably innocuous first of May of recent years
have no conception of the power and the impetus that
it evoked when it was first proclaimed as the holiday
of the world proletariat by the International Congress
at Paris in 188g. The motion as adopted by the Con-
gress, it is true, simply provided for demonstrations
in favor of the 8 hour day and social legislation, leav-
ing the form the-- Jemonstrations were to take to the
national units of the Social-Democracy.
The first May Day found Germany in the midst of
a tremendous political rejuvenation, the period imme-
diately following upon the fall of the notorious Social-
ist exception laws. Early in 1890 the party had gone
through an exciting Reichstag election campaign with
flying colors. The intense agitation of the Socialist
forces which had emerged from this period of enforced
seclusion more determined than ever, and the virulent
attacks of the Bismarck government parties, which
frequently culminated in actual physical assaults upon
Socialist agitators and workers had aroused a fever
of interest all over the country. As a result of the
election Bismarck, the originator of the anti-Socialist
“laws, was shortly afterward overthrown; the Social-
" Democratic movement of Germany had won a glorious
victory.

. The proposed holiday of labor found the Socialist
movement, tlerefore, in na. mood to temporize. Its
success in the election had cowed the bourgeoisic, and
hopes ran high. Not only the organized movement in
the party and in the labor unions, but even its bitterest
opponents felt that the day of reckoning was at hand.
Fven the most conservative leaders of the labor move-
ment foresaw the realization of their ideals within a
few short years. And their very confidence woke an
answering fear in the hearts of their opponents.
ready they seemed to hear the thunder of the coming
revolution, and great, enthusiastic masses of organized
labor rejoiced in the coming.

Al

Letter of Maxim Litvinoff and Worouski
(Soviet Ambassador in Sweden) to a Socialist

Recognition or Invasion

From a note of AMaxim Litvinoff to Presiden: Wilson,
December 24, 1918.

The chief aim of the Soviets is to secure for the toiling
majority of Russian people economic liberty without which
political liberty is of no avail to them, For eight months the
Soviets endeavored to realize their aims by peaceful mthods
without resorting to violence, adhering to the abolition of
capital punishment which abolition had been part of their
program. It was only when their adversaries, the minority
of the Russian people, took to terroristic acts against popular
members of the Government and invoked the help of foreign
troops, that the laboring masses were driven to acts of ex-
asperation and gave vent to their wrath and bitter feelings
against their former oppressors. For Allied invasion of Rus-
sian territory not only compelled the Sowviets against their
own will to militarize the country anew and to divert their
energies and resources so necessary to the economic recon-
struction of Russia, exhausted by four years of war, to the
defence of the country, but also cut off the vital sources
of foodstuffs and raw material exposing the poplution o
most terrible privation bordering on starvation.

1 wish to emphasize that the so-called red terror, which is
grossly exaggerated and misrepresented abroad, was not the
cause but the direct outcome and result of allied interven-
tion. ...

The Russian workers and peasants are determined to de-
fend their dearly won power and liberties against invaders
with all the means theiir vast country puts at their dispos-

al. . ..

I understand that the question of relations with Russia is
now engaging the attention of Allied Statesmen. I venture
then to submit to you, Mr. President, that there are now only
two courses open to them. One is continued open or disguised
intervention on the present or on a still larger scale, which
means prolongation of war, further embitterment of the Rus-
sian masses, intensification of internal strife, unexampled
bloodshed and perhaps total extermination of the Russian
hourgeoisie by the exasperated masses, final devastation of
the country and in case of the interventionists’ after a long
struggle obtaining their end, a white terror eclipsing the atro-
cities of the Finnish white guardists, inevitable introduction
of military dictatorship and restoration of monarchy, leading
to interminable revolutions and upheavals and paralysing the
economic development of the country for long decades.

The other alternative, which I trust may commend itself, to
vou, is impartially to weigh and investigate into the one sided
mccusations against Soviet Russia, to come to an understanding
with the Sowviet Goverment, to withdraw the foreign troops
from Russian territory and to raise the economic blockade,
soothing thereby the excited passions of the masses, to help
Russia to regain her own sources of supply and to give her
technical advice how to exploit her natural riches in the
most effecive way for the benefit of all countries badly in
need of foodstuffs and raw materials.

ricted in the active exercise of the rights of citizens.
But until these conditions have been realized, the So-
viet Republic should have the time and the opportunity

to apply the principles dominating this government,
and to show what it is able to do for the good of the
Russian people. :

As for the present and future policy of the Soviet
Government with regard to Poland, Ukraine, and the
other regions of the old Russian empire, this policy
will consist in avoiding every infraction of the right
of these regions to dispose freely of their own destinies

Nevertheless, the Soviet Government must simult-
aneously insist, that there be no intervention from any
foreign power whatever in the struggle between the
classes or between the parties in the above-mentioned
regions. Until the relations between these regions and
the Soviet Government have been finally fixed, a
modus vivendi must be created which will guarantee
the operation and movement of railroads, postal and
telegraphic communications, exchange of commodities,
transportation and traffic, free access to ports, etc.

In order to work out its economic system, Russia
needs the technical, scientific, and material assistance
that other countries can offer. TFor this reason, in
case there is an agreement with the Allies, the Soviet
Government would be ready to revise such decrees as
concern the foreign obligations of Russia toward other
countries, without however, in any way violating the
fundamental principles of that government’s economic
and financial policy.

Among other things special attention may be given
to the interests of small creditors in foreign countries.
The Russian government; which is much interested in
making known to the world the general principles on
which it is based, and in fighting against the campaign
of lies and calumnies which have been circulated
against the Soviets and their work, would abstain
from any propaganda in ‘Allied countries, in order not
to lay itself open to the accusation of interference in
their foreign affairs. In this connection, we may de-
clare in the most final manner, that the Soviets have
never been responsible for any propaganda in any
foreign country, except perhaps in Germany.

The Soviet Republic demands only that the Alljes
promise to cease everv direct or indirect military action
against Soviet Russia, every direct or indirect material
assistance to Russian or other forces operating against
the Soviet Government, to refrain from all acts of
economic hostility or boycott under any form whatever
against the Soviet Republic.

These are the principal questions which we took
up in our conversation. The positions we have ex-
pressed precisely reflect those of our government. You
are at liberty to use this letter in any way you think
proper, in the interests of peace hetween the countries
concerned.

of May —Promise and Achievement

By Ludwig Lore

Such was the temper of labor especially in the larger
cities, that few manufacturers dared to oppose the
general holiday. Red flags flaunted their message in
the face of a badly frightened bourgeoisie. The spirit
that enthused the demonstrants in these first years
lifted the First of May above the intent of its origin-
ators. It was more than merely a demonstration for
social legislation and an 8 hour day. In the eyes of
the proletariat it heralded the coming of the world
revolution.

* * *

But there came other May Days. Where first the
refusal to work on May 1st had been the rule it became
the exception. The leaders of the movement began
to feel their “responsibilities,” they warned here, they
checked there, and shook their heads gravely over the
younger element whose foolhardiness would get the
party into trouble. '

- In Germany the labor unions particularly opposed
the injection of such radical demonstrations into the
amicable relations that had been established between
the workers on the one hand and the manufacturers
on the other. They feared for their treasuries and
objected to the payment of black-list benefits to those
comrades who were outlawed by the manufacturers
because they celebrated the First of May. And the
Party followed suit. It, too, began to put on the
brakes. May First was “celebrated” in afternoon and
evening demonstrations, and mostly in hall meetings.
*  x %

This was the “evolutionary,” the reformist period of
the Socialist movement. We have left it behind us—
a new- era of revolution has begun. The years of
marking time have given place to a stirring call to
arms. The first of May, 1919, will be an epoch-mak-
ing day for the European proletariat. Russia, whose
government a vear and a half ago was looked upon

as a mad adventure, has become the leader of a new
world movement. In Germany the compromise gov-
ernment of social-patriots, trying vainly to adjust it-
self to the growing disconteri at home and to the
rapacious demands of its imperialistic conquerors, is
cracking under the strain. Hungary, in spite of the
pious hope of a lying press, is defending its proletarian
revolution against the attacks of the neighboring na-
tionalitities. In Munich the rule of the revolutionary
proletariat persists, in the face of frenzied opposition
within and without. In France the bourgeoisie awaits
the coming of the First of May with trembling despair,
Italy'is quivering on the abyss of a nation wide up-
rising. A First of May, full of promise, full of port-
ent,

Nor can we here, in America, play the role of the
passive onlooker. We too must give our First of May
a significance in keeping with the times in which we
are privileged to live.

The- National office has called upon us to observe
May Day in gigantic demonstrations as a protest
against the imprisonment of thousands of men and
women who dared to speak the truth. '‘Aye, we will
protest. But not in empty meaningless phrases. Our
protest must be a solemn concecration of ourselves
and our movement to the greatness of the task that
lies before us. The liberation of our comrades must
not come as a gift from our capitalist masters, at the
price of endless restrictions and degrading promises.
Tt must be won for them by an undaunted, determined
working class, by a Socialist movement that can proud
ly take its stand side by side and shoulder to shoul
with its comrades in Iurope. Let us be worthy ot
this First of May.

Comrades, refuse to work on the First of May! For
one day be your own masters. We have been forced
5o often to celebrate the holidays of others. This one
day in the year belongs to us, is our day of freedom
and of happiness!





