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tion & Mistake

Herald: I am glad to
nd so are a good many comrades
w York, that the conference has
d in greatly reducing the enthu-
many comrades all over the.
forunity. If the conference has
ated anything it is that the S.
n did not want an honorable

ce with the S. D. P, but a com-
vallowing up of our party. What
¢ conference, if not a meeting to
everything that was passed by
iester conventjion and to undo
g that was built up by a few
hard toil first by the S. D. A, |-
y the S. D. P. The S. D, P.
ted of being a class conscious,
arian, scientific Marxi~n party in
Deleon or the “Volkszeitm, - sense
word. We never inquired wheth-

ur agitators are well versed in the
yolumes of Marx and all their
mentaries or not, and we never cared
examine through a microscope the
es of Eugene Debs to see whether

id not in some enthusiastic plea for
cialism commit an error in his defini-
s of some economic terms, as capital,
,etc. We were even so liberal as
raise the question of a farmer’s plank,
spite of the fact that a farmer does not
y belong to our class-conscious
pletarian class. All these traits of the
8. D. P. are regarded by our new S. L.
comrades as symptoms of “muddle-
diness,” and in case of amalgamation
y would certainly view it as their
ered: mission to purify. the S, D. P.
m all its old traditions. That all this
true was more than demonstrated by
the conierence, where they also gave us
a taste of those **constitutional” measures |,
which their mission will be carried
Now it is a fact that these two
ies still differ in their spirit, and this
difference can not be so easily wiped out
a mere decision to amalgamate. [
n't after all blame the S. L. P. repre-
ntatives for their attempt to swallow
the S. D. P.; there was simply more
shrewdness on their part, and as a result
- they succeeded in the game, and not we;
. the result would be otherwise under op-
site’ circumstances.  The trouble, it
‘seems to me, lies in the original idea of
amalgamating two things which do not
‘toward each other, neither in spirit
or in’ mutual svinpathiy. i
But some sort of unity is certainly
nted, and the problem is to find some
ay of working together so as to reap
I the benefits of combination and avoid
‘the disadvantages connected with a
premature amalgamation. And in this
European comrades-could give us,
in many other things, very useful
nts. . Look at the Socialists in France,
lere unity certainly was of much great-
importance than here. The Socialists
could not very well stand separated
factions, while Socialism became so
strong as to compel the government to
ve a Socialist leader a place in the cab-
‘And still did the French Socialists
algamate? Certainly not. They sim-
combined for the purpose of com-
jon action, leaving the integrity of the
lifferent Socialist organizations un-
ched. All they did is the election of
joint executive board, but each organi-
tion retains its identity, its member-
its newspapers, its policy, as before.
course of time a perfect amalgamation
all probably take place, but this will be
iral union and not an “‘automatic
pling,” accomplished by a stroke of
. Exactly the same we see in
gm. " At a recent eonference a
ed labor party was organized com-
d of trade unions of the S. D. F., S.
and the Fabian Society. And
again we see a co-operation and not
amalgamation, its sole purpose being
work together in political campaigns.
S. D. F. remains the S. D.'F,, the
%. P. remains what it was before and.
does the Fabian Society and the trade
ns. None of them would ever con-
to give up its identity. Every one
n has its own policy, its own spir-
wn history and traditions, and it
desires to keep up its individuality.
union was brought about for such
oses, where unity is absolutely indis-
iable, namely, for political action and

m
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to the ground.
In

coming campaign, and I am confidént

that a co-operation on these lines will be
much more acceptable to a good many
members of the S. D, P. than the scheme

prepared by the conference.

S. Peskin, M. D.
New York. . ]

Hayes’ Letter Settled Him *

Dear Comrades:’ I am one of the
common herd, but I'want to-tell you of
my feelings the past week when T read
the manifesto of the executive board. I
was much depressed ; then I grew indig-
nant. Why had they acted so quickly.
They were hot. Why not cool off and
then if need be, act? Why nit let us
wait and discuss the' committee report,
and then, if it seems best, vote that
down? Then the thought would come
that perhaps they were right after all.
For a week I wavered—first one side
then the other. Then came th¢ Herald
for April 14. The first thing I’read was
Max Hayes’ reply, and it w:l-%cnough.
I did not need to read MacCartney’s
able presentation of the case. Hayes'
letter settled me. There is one thing
that especially struck me among the
other self-accusations. He says: “When
the nam~ question was being discussed
in New York I attended the weekly
meeting of the Central Federated Un-
ion and addressed that body.” Why,
Mr. Hayes, were you hot sent as a dele-
gate to the committee on unification ?
Was it not your duty to be there? It
was not for you just then to be attempt-
ing to make a few more converts. Sure-
ly there were other Socialists who could
haye done that. 'What if the other sev-
enteen had also gone about speaking at
meetings.  Mr, Hayes, vour place was
at the unification meecting -and no
amount of circumlocution can cover it
up. I am for the Social Democratic
Party as it is. 3

Mendon, Mass. W. E. Dixon..

For Socialist Unity

Comrade Socialists: The manifesto
issued by the National Executive Board
of the Social Democratic Party and pub-
lished in the Social Democratic Hérald
of April 7, 1900, justifies an expression
of opinion on our part, as well as on the
part of all other organized Socialists,
and because of that we feckit to be our
duty as a portion of the Social Demo-
cratic Party to issue this circular.

We have read this manifesto with un-
feigned regret and surprise. It was our
hope: that the plans inaugurated by the
Rochester and Indianapolis conventions
and practically consummated at the con-
ference on socialist uniom held at New
York would have reached completion
harmoniously and satisfactorily. It was
apparent to every one that the time had
come for the union of Socialist forces
and necessitv denianded that such a un-
ion should be accomplished  in order
that the cause of Socialism should be
advanced and accelerated. * In view of
existing conditions we therefore hold:

First. : That union is a necessity.

Second. That the overwhelming
sentiment among Socialists for union
demanded that such union be accom-
plished as speedily and equitably as pos-
sible. : ’ :

Third.: That the negotiations for un-
ign should be conducted regardless of
the acts or wishes of any individual.

The action of the National Executive
Board of the Social Democratic Farty
has presented a new phase in the situa-
tion and it is our purpose to outline
what in our opinion is the best course
for all Socialists interested to purste in
the premises. ¢

The manifesto in question charges
that the Spcial Democratic committee
on_union violated their instructions in
failing to preserve the right of a concur-
rent vote on the question of party name,

and also that certain members of the’

Socialist Labor Party committee on un-
ion failed to fulfill pledges said to have
been given at an informal meeting of
certain delegates ‘held at - Indianapolis
during the convention. In answer to
the first charge we call attention to the
fact that the members of both parties,
in case of a failure to decide upon one
of the two names by concurrent vote,

have the choice of declaring whether or-

not they will accept that name which re-
ceives a majority of the total votes cast
on the question of name. This .prop-
osition requires a concurrent vote,
thus leaving the entire matter in the

hands of the membership of both par-
; ‘Consequently the first charge falls

reply to the secopd charge we in-
that

even if made, is not suf-

e failure of individuals to ful-

of ‘»adjquméq‘, in order
f | for Boston, but left
1 Can':?adu

fiable, because any action taken by the
conference was a usurpation, of power
and not binding upon either party.

And while we deny the right of the
National Executive Board to submit
such a proposition as embodied in their
manifesto, yet taking all the circum-

-stances apparent at this time into ac-

count, and also realizing our inability to
fully state our position we urge and call
upon the members of the Social Demo-
cratic’ Party, not in our name, but
in the name of the working class move-
ment for Socialism, ta vote “Yes” up-
on the proposition submitted by the Na-
tional Executive Board in their mani-
festo, believing this action will best avert
the destination of a unified movement.
Further, we call upon the members
of the Socialist Democratic Party and
the Socialist Labor Party to vote for the
name *“Social Democratic” as the name
of the united party and also. in favor of
the other propositions submitted by the
joint committee :on union, to the end
that unity may be effected. Believing
it to be the purpose of the present Na-
tional Executive Board to maintain a
separate organization, we therefore urge
upon the members of both parties the
distinet necessity of voting for the name
“Social Democratic” as the name of the
united party, so that such purpose of the
hoard if attempted in case the name
“Social Democratic™ is not adopted, be
prevented. By veing for the name *So-
cial Democratic” -you will prevent the
use 'of the name unduly, and thes facili-
tate the transfer of the control of the
Social Democratic party intg the hands
of the provisional committee of the unit-
ed party. Prompt.and decisive action is
necessary at this eritical period and we
trust every socialist will act with but
the best of interests of the great cause
of Socialism as their guide. y
C.. A. . FRASER,
-« Chairman.
GECRGE'A, KEENE,
¢ Secretary.
Massachusetts Branch No. 16.
Haverhill, Mas.-. :

,The Party Press Arrangement

Comrades :—I have already criticized
the press arrangement submitted by the
conference committee, but want to add
another word on a phase of it that has
since come to my knowledge.

At the conference | opposed the se-
lection of Springfield, Mass., as the seat
of the Nationalveixcutive Beard for
various reasons. Onc of them was that
if the local Socialist paper’ which the
Springfield anti-DelL¢onites publish and
suppOrt was in any way a reflection of
their views and their general make-up,
as would naturally be the case, they
were not exactly the kind of people to
direct the affairs of a party of which the
Social Democrats weré to form a com-
ponent part. At this point I'was inter-
rupted by a member of our own com-
mittee, and was told that the Proleta-
rian, the paper to'whi¢h I had reference,
was practically dead, and its editor wds
discredited among his own kind, not
recognized by thent. An S. L. Pi dele-
gate volunteered the information that
the editor, svhose.name is Spclmah, was
now supposed to be with the De Leon-
ites; and all the rest of the S. L. P.s, sit-
ting around, looked on and listened, and
by silénce gave consent. Upon the
above assurances I dropped that point.
and went on to another.

That you may know the ground of
my objection to the Proletarian, I quote
from its issue of Nov. 19, 1899, which 1
happen to have by me, as a specimen
of what the able editor can do when he
tries: il ;

“A liar himself, this old buck, master
of bastard English, father of socialisc
liars, editor of Kuhn's People, Daniel
De Leon, struts at the head of a contin-
gent of skulking, cringing, fawning
frightened followers. For these latter
we have much pity. They are dupes;
they are stupid; they are hypnotized.
Do pot charge us with using abusive
language, Messrs. Skunks; we have
simply picked up a few of your terms,
by the way. You think you like a scrap.
We enjoy it bettér than you, when we
find it a necessity. Gentlemen of the
S. L. P., it is necessary to get out on a
skunk hunt.” :

Now, I don’t want to criticise the edi-

tor of the Proletarian. For those who
like that sort of thing, his style is all
right. In fact, I frankly acknowledge
that, for its kind, it can hardly be sur-
passed. I merely say that it is not our

 kind; and I believe most Social Demo-

crats will ee with me. .
Well, as I said before, upon the as-
surances given me that the Proletarian
was practically dead,
ecognized by the Kangaroos, I allowed
{bema,tter,to;dtop. A e
I had to leave the conference before

.catch m

and its editor not the day is not far distant when there will

MORE BENHAM (S.L.P.) VENOM

The Workers' Call prints the letter
of Benham, which appeared in this
paper, but with the following additional
proof of high moral principle from a
genuine S. L. P. source; he inserts this
in copy sent to papers with the indeli-
ble S. L. P. brand: :

““Incidentally, would it not be f
the Republican’ pary o have »s many’ Democrali
parties in the field as possible? And .might not the
Republican party so ‘interest’ the four signers of the
manifesto that they would make the stand they have
for ‘Democratic’ as against anything and everything?'»

Whoop 'er up for union!

important question of which papers
should be placed upon the list of official
organs and receive the support of the
National Executive Committee.  Six
papers awere selected by the joint' com-
mittee. and among the six, as you will
see, comrades, by the majority report.
is the Proletarian! :

How is that for “good faith?” s that
fair and honorable treatment for me, I
ask? "I cannot keep silent upon ‘this
matter. It is an outrage that it should
be given out as the best judgment of the
joint committee that the Proletarian
should be endorsed as an official organ
of the united parties, receive the_ sup-
port of .the National Executive Com-
mmittee, and be placed upon precisely the
same footing as our Herald, which,
whiatever else it may not be, is at least
clean.’ It matters comparatively, little
what private enterprise papers may say,
even though they may call themselves
Socialists: but, for the utterances of an
official organ, the party itself is proper-
Iy held responsible.  And of all the six
papers on the list the Proletarian, being
published at the proposed seat-of the
N. E. C., will be most generally recog-
nized as the special mouthpiece of the
party.  Are you willing, comrades, to be
held responsible for all the possible ut-
terances of the author of the above quo-
tation? I, for one, am not.

Another criticism I have to offer of
the list submitted, is that it contains no
German paper. - \We have lots of good
German comrades, and at least three
good German papers, any one of which
might have been put upon the - list.
Many of the German comrades have al-
ready complained that the S..D. Herald
is of little use.to them as they read it
with much difficulty, and*have requested
that arrangéments be made whereby
they could have ra. German paper in-
stead. This would have been a'good op-
portunity to make such an arrangement.

But what does it matter? The whole
scheme is wrong. “And as I expected,
cur membership is not satisfied with it.
A letter from Maine, received this morn-
ing, among many others of a similar
tone, says: ' “We would rather yield
cvery other point, even the location ‘of
the national headquarters, and if neces-
sary the party name, rather than not to
have the Herald as our official organ’
and sent to the membership free. We
believe this to be the strongest feature
of the organization. Every member
getting the paper, it keeps all in touch
with the spirit of the party. I think this
feature has been-a very strong factor in
building up the party to' its present
standing.”  To which I heartily sub-
scribe.

I believe that the press plan, submit-
ted by the joint committee, should be
rejected, and-the committee instructed
to devise a’d submit a better one. ]
; MARGARET HAILE.

Reject the Majority Report

Editor of The Herald: Let no com-
rade be disheartened because of the ac-
tion of the New York conference. The
principles of Socialism are founded upon
the eternal rock of justice and they will
endure. The petty bickerings of indi-
viduals can in no way affect their truth
The Social Democratic party is built
upon_those principles, Justice, purity,
tiuth and progress have been its watch-
words from the day of its organization
down to the present time. We have
started at zero and in twenty months
have made our party a power in the
country. We have done this not only
without the assistance, in any way, of
the S.-L. P., but in most instances IN
SPITE OF THEIR ACTIVE OPPO-
SITION. ; !

We have made the party in spite of
them; surely we can continue’it without
them. - P L

We are on the ‘eve of success; why
should we feel disheartened? The work
of the conference committee is unsatis-
factory in almost every respect and it
should be rejected. Time, the great
peace-maker, settles all disputés; and

be but one Socialist in all this land,
ind:*hgﬁmw'lﬂ_,”

We are
tive committee seeks an expression of

{00 hasty to condemn but rather let us
uever forget that we are comrades in the
most glorious struggle for liberty and
justice that the world has ever known.
Courage, a cool head, and a perfect loy-.
alty are the prime necessities of the hour.
A month from now our passions will
have cooled and many of the things
which now appear as mountains will not
even make molehills then. Let every
comrade stand loyal to the party and
wait. And may the spirit and wisdom
pervade our councils and help us to know
the right, is the pray¢r of ‘ \
Evansville, Ind. C. W. Hewitt.

Conference Report Repudiated

Comrades of the Social Democratic
Party: The ‘members of the Social
Democratic party demand the right to
vote as a party on the propositions of
the committee on unity that were author-
ized by the convention.

It is their privilege and right to ini-
tiate freely such amendments as they de-
sire shall be submitted with the report
of said committee. The national execu-
tive, consisting of Eugene V. Debs, Vic-
tor L. Berger, Jesse Cox, Seymour Sted-
man and Frederick Heath, is still in
power and authority, and will be until by
referendum the members of the party
declare for unity and elect other mem-
bers of a national committee to succeed
them. .

The Social Democratic Party .has -

.aroused the dormant hatred of oppres-
sion and tyranny that is the heritage of
each true American citizen. We want
this to continue and only those thor-
oughly imbued with the American spirit
can continue the task.

While we vield to no one in respect,
love and' admiraticn for 'the Socialists
whe have borne ‘the heat and burden of
.the days that are gone, we yet insist that
this aroused American séntiment can-
not be led properly by the eastern mem-
bers fresh from the imbroglios, sharp
practices and club-using of the past few

. years. :

Our movement is great enough to be

truly representative. A fesv men in a

restricted locality, circumscribed by con- ©

dition and their sectionalism, cannot
look after a national movement. . Let us
profit by the mistakes of the past. A na-
tional’ committee formed and controlled
by a small section js a gigantic mistake.

We, therefore, members. of the Social
Democratic party contained in branches
Nos. 1.and 4 i New Jersey initiate the
following amendments fo the commit-
tee's report and call ypon branches in
five states to second our amendments
that the national executive committee*
may submit them tbgether with the ma- -
jority report of the unity committee to
the referendum of the party:

First—That the headquarters of the
xImtinnul committee ‘shall be in Chicago,

1. i

Second—That on¢ member from each
state and territory shall constitute the
national comniittee. Each state to send
its delegates to the national comimiftee
meeting at its own expense. Seven
members. to constitute a quorum at a
called meeting and a total vote of-twen-
ty-five necessary to settle a question sub-
mitted by mail. Any staté may be rep-
rcsented by proxy. -

Third—We deplore the failure of the
understanding. which contemplated and
pledged support from the “unnamed”
Socialists for-the name “Social Demo-
cratic party.” d

The name selected as a substitute is
most unfortunate. . There is not now
nor perhaps ever will be a “united” So-
cialist party. The-name is a sham, a
piece of cheap brag, an air bubble, It
breathes an atmosphere out of which we
had graduated. -

We were willing to leave the question
of name to a referendum if an honest
endeavor was made to get the sense of
the members that desired to join us, but
the secrecy thrown around the members
and organization of the S. L.'P. and their
action in the committee on union make
us lose confidence.  Inasmuch as the
resolution submitted -by the commitiee
on union No. 3 which reads: “In case
the party name voted for by you fails to
obtain the concurrent majority of both
parties shall the name that receives the
majority of the total vote of both parties
be adopted” contravenes the resolutions
submitted and carried at the Indianapolis’
convention, we demand that the na-
tional. executive committee shall rule it
out of the referendum and not submit it
to the voters. :
glad that the national execu-

the members of the party on unity. The
membuxofonr%:uh:fg:;ix‘: vor of
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CONDENSED OPINIONS

So many communications have been
received by The Herald on the subject
of unity and its various incidents, that,
while it has been our desire to print
them entire, their number and length
makes this impossible. We give com-
plete more than a dozen letters in this
paper on both sides of the controversy ;
others have been necessarily condensed

‘to a brief statement of the writer's posi-

tion for or against the attitude of the
executive body or the matter of unity,

Geo. A. Gowdy, Bristol, Conn.:
“Let us accept the reférendum of the
New York conference just as it is pro-
posed. By it we can accomplish union.
After union is accomplished we can
have more referendums if we are not

- satisfied with our condition.”

Branch 2, Erie, Pa., instructed its sec-
retary to formulate charges against the
executive board and voted in favor of
the union.

Branch 5, Philadelphia, indorses the
attitude of the executive board, but ex-
pressly declares the necessity for union.

East Side Branch, New York,
adopted resolutions expressing full con-
fidence in the board.

Branch 3, New York, passed resolu-
tions condemning the action of the ex-
ecutive board and favoring union.

F. M. McQuivey, Eureka, Utah:
“The S. D. P. is a movement; the S. L.
P. bolters are a sect—yes, only a part
of a sect. I am for union—when the
time comes for it."” arii

W. G. Markland, Sherwood, Tenn::
“After digesting the action c¢f the In-
dianapolis convention and of the union
conference, at New York, I am com-
pelled to believe that there was viola-
tion of good faith and pledges, in spirit
and in fact.”

Julius A. Martin, secretary Branch
1, Ardmore, 1. T.: “Our branch will

_send in an official vote; it will be no-—

no—no.” i

The branch at Seattle, Wash., sends
in long resolutions denunciatory of the
executive board.

A. I} Stone, St. Louis, is opposed to
the bogrd's attitude. |

Bragch 4, Chicago, is solid against

“union”and in support of the executive

board. This is practically true of all
branches in Chicago, where the “Big
Four” are known.

Branch g, Brockton, Mass., supports
the action of the executive board,
along with Illinois, New York, Wis-
consin, Indiana, Kentucky, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, Maine and almost
the entire West.  Sober second
thought has saved before; it will save
the Social Democratic party.

“Merlin,” after getting a line on all
the facts, writes: “I am unqualifiedly in
Don’t get discour-

the wagon of progress. The D

name and spirit shall copquer.”

The vote secured by Comrade Bruell
-of Pana, Ill., whe was the Social Demo-
cratic candidate for alderman from the
Fourth ward, gives the party a place on
the official ballot next year. His vote
was 46 against 54 for the democrat and
74 for the republican.

_ Trades unionists will be consulting
their own interests and helping their

" own cause by giving the special trades
union edition of the Appeal to Reason |

the widest circulation possible. Every
union should order a big bundle to dis-
tribute among non-union workers.

—— .
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: Eomnde;  For a long time the So-
cialist Labor Party tried to keep Social-

| ism. shut up in a little box, which was

watched by a holy guard, and on certain
¢ nished the required
credentials, the lid of the box was lifted
and he was allowed a whiff from the in-
side. The qualifications entitling one to
this privilege were, generally speaking,
inability to speak English, lack of good
clothes and proximity to New York city.
Deficiency n any one of these qualifi-
cations had to be made up by excess in
one of the others. ;

As Socialists:became more numerous
in spite of the guarded box; another pro-
tecting circle was reached and a detective
cordon was organized, one or two mem-
bers of which ywere in each center of So-
cialistic thought. These detectives were
furnished with a measure, and all who
joined the party were either stretched out
or lopped off to fit the measure. At last
a revolt took place in the ranks and the
holy guard was despoiled of. the box.

* t‘ * * *

Those who were not fortunate enough
to attend the S. D. P. convention at In-
'dianapolis can not fully appreciate the
‘happy fraternalism characteristic of that
assemblage. The joy of meeting com-
rades known only through correspond-
ence and reputation, the intense desire to
act wisely, the earnest wish to unite all
Socialists of the United States were up-
permost in the minds of all. In that
spirit the committee on union was elect-
ed.. When that committee met the cor-
responding committee from the S. L. P.
it developed that the pledge of good faith
given to our comrades had been given to
allay our fears and throw our committee
off its guard. In place of a desire to
unite Socialists and best promote Social-
ism, it was expected to bargain for such
a union of party machine as would best
control the Socialist movement. In-
stead of a fraternal conference of work-
ers in the same cause, it was ‘expected
to treat pro and con for the guardian-
ship of the little box.

Comrades, Socialism is like air and
sunshine; it is a glorious fact, free to all,
good or bad, just or unjust. The mists
of ignorance obscure it, but it is always
there. Any attempt to shut it up de-
velops the poison of exclusiveness., The
S. D. P. cannot assimilate that poison. .

We have an organization that is grow-
ing, an exécutive who have done well, a
paper clean and free from malice, head-
quarters in the storm center of the revo--
lution, all these have been rejected by
the committee of the S. L. P. ;

They have only left us our candidate,
and his worth and popularity is relied on
to break up completely the very party we
have builded, :

We cannot consent to this. Let us
stand together. Let us say to all So-
cialists, “Come and help us push the
standard of Socialism as high as possi-
ble during the coming campaign. Give
us your personal strength and help for’
the coming battle and then let us meet
again and try to understand each other.”

By that time the little box may be lost.

‘ Corinne S. Brown.

Artificial Union Not Wanted

“The mountain has labored and
brought forth a mouse.” The scheme
for political union which has been in-
dustriously boomed and exploited for
six months has brought forth its first-
born, and behold it is a-misshapen mon-
strosity of discord and strife.

Perhaps this result was necessary in
order to show some of our comrades
who had almost gone daft over this
scheme, the utter folly of attempting to
patch up an artificial union without first
securing organic unity. g

Whatever the .merits of the présent
controversy, there can be no doubt that
the plan finally degenerated into an or-
dinary political dicker and trade.  The
goods were not delivered as promised,
and as a result criminations and recrimi-
nations, charges of broken pledges and
double-dealing are flying thick and fast.
All this in the name of socialist unity.
Like the fellow who was bound to have
peace if he had to fight for it, they have
forced a scheme for union upon us to
the very verge of disunion in our own
party. ;

Do we need any further demonstra-
tion of the utter folly of pursuing such a
course in such a spirit.any further? A,
latchwork aggregation of political par-

| ties without organic unity always has

and always will be a farce and a failure,
Socialist parties are no'exception to this
rule. We have learned a lesson. Let
us now call a halt and take our bearings.
We have been chasing this will-o’-the-
wisp of socialist unity till we find our-

| seives floundering in the quagmire of

party discord and disruption.

_ Our first duty is to our own party.
No Social Democrat and no Socialist
worthy of the name will seek union at
the expense of disunion in' our own
ranks, now that the danger is ag‘parent.
The man who persists in / pushing a
for so-called unity in the face of
disruption has no right to call

t‘of‘»bea_'ven 10 serve the devil in,” for un-

der the guise of a revolutionist he is act- |

ing the part of a reactionist, and under

‘

s uéofihoi,, Rty

thé guise of unity he is creating discord !

A crisis is upon us, and the supreme
duty /is to work for peace and harmony
within our own ranks first of all, and to
preserve intact the name and integrity of
the Social Democratic Party. This, as'I
understand it, is the attitude of our na-
tional executive, and in it they should re-
ceive our fullest support. They could
do no less and be loyal to their trust.

Does this mean that the cause of So-
cialist unity must be side-tracked and the’
sincere men and women who are look-
ing and longing for a welding of Social-
ist forces must consider themselves éne-
mies and be kept apart? Not at all.
The absurdity and failure of the present
attempt has only made apparent the ne-
cessity for organic unity. The present
trouble has sprung entirely from the fact
that those who were booming political
union began at the wrong end. They
attempted to stand their pyranid on its
apex, and behold! it has topped over
almost before it was built. Now let the
comrades-of the S. L. P. and the S. D.
P. who sincerely desire true organic uni-
ty, go to work first to secure harmony
in their own ranks, then between their
respective local branches, and out of this
will grow organic’unity which will inev-
itably find expression’in state and na-
tional organizations. The pyramid will
then stand on its base.

In view of the present crisis the cause
of genuine unity can best be served by
voting no in the proposition submitted
by our national executive, throwing aside
this artificial patchwork of the confer-
ence committee and then going to work
in our local branches to bring about har-

mony in our own ranks and unity with_

the S. L. P. If we proceed in this spir-
it and by these methods the longest way
round will prove the shortest way home
and in the end we shall secure genuine
and lasting unity of Socialist forces.
H. A. Gibbs, M. D.
Worcester, Mass.

Milwaukee City Committee

The central committee of the S: D. P.
of the city of Milwaukee assembled at a
regular meeting on the gth of April,
1900, and  discussed fully the pending
problem of the proposed union of forces
of one of the factions of the S. L. P,
and the S. D. P., and arrived at the fol-
lowing conclusions :

1. The deliberate repudiation by the
representatives of the S. L. P. of their
own pledge, solemnly given by them at
the Indianapolis conference, in New
York, show plainly that the leaders of
that party do not act in good faith and
entertain a scheme to simply absorb the
S. D. P. under the pretext of union.

2, The delegation of*the S. D. P., by
agreeing in New York to the reopening
of the discussion as to the name of the-
united parties and-to the submission to
the referendum vote two names jointly
by the S. Li. P. and S. L. P, in direct
violation of the understanding arrived at
at the Indianapolis convention, clearly
acted in a grossly inconsistent manner,
being swayed by the Machicvelian tac-
tics of the S. L. P. leaders.

3. The union of the S. D. P. with the
S. L. P, as an organization would be,
under the present circumstances, simply
suicide. :

4. Every Socialist who subscribes to
the principles and tactics of the S. D. P.
is fraternally welcome to join the rank
and file of the members of the S. D. P.

- 5. The young and hopeful S. D. P.
ought not to be burdened by the fatal
mistakes, gross blunders aand extreme
unpopularity of the S. L. P.

In view of this and other considera-
tions the central committee of the Mil-
waukee members of the S. D. P. here-
with heartily endorse the manifesto is-
sued by the National Central Board of
the S. D. P. and embraces the oppor-
tunity of expressing itself unanimously
and unequivocally against any union or
fusion with the S. L. ‘P. as an organiza-
tion at the present time and under the
present conditions,

For the committec, :

Eugene Rooney,.
Secretary.
I. Ladoff.
F. W, Rehfeld,
Ed. Ziegler.
Milwaukee, Wis. © |

————

Montana, Attention !

‘In spite of statements made by in-
terested parties that there will be no
“Debs ticket” in the field, the Social
Democratic club of Butte wishes to an-
mnounce that there will positively be a
Socialist ticket in the field at next fall’s
election. We appeal to all Socialists in
the state to push the work of organi-
zation and pro da. For literature.
and information in regard to the move-,
ment in this state, et L

. Address Social ‘Democratic Branch,
71 East Park street, Butte, Mont. |

Comrade G. H. Strobell writes: “Fm
with the national executive board in.
ces of these ex

Branch No. 18, Newburyport, Mass.

Believing; 1. That the consumma-
tion of a harmonious and effective union
of -Socialist forces is, on general princi-
ples, a matter of supreme importance;
that at present it seems most desirable;
and that such union would undoubtedly
strengthen and stimulate the Socialist
movement ; :

2. That the spirit of calm delibera-
tion, frank and fraternal discussion, and
a thorough knowledge of every side of
debated questions, are necessary to a
proper understanding and settlement of
the same; ‘ ;

3. That it is most desirable to develop

movement ; while, on the contrary, the
arousing of the spirit of distrust, and
denunciation of individuals, is harmful
and disruptive;

4. That, while the party name is not
of chief importance, it should neverthe-
less clearly express the object for which
all true Socialists are striving, and at
the same time should avoid the possi-
bility of confusion with other 'party
names and principles, or danger of var-
iance with the truth; and

5. That the very essence of Socialism
is based upon the expressed wish and
will of all concerned ;,

Therefore, it is the resolution of
Branch No. .18, Newburyport, Mass.,

1. That every possible honest means
should be used for the consummation
of 'a harmonious union between the So-
cialist Labor party and the Social
Democratic party, avoiding -even the
‘appearance of any desire or effort on the
part of one party to absorb or control
the other, but exhibiting every willing-
ness to make mutual concessions in the
interests of the one great end in view;

L 2. That, though it can readily be un-
derstood that undue haste may easily
arise from great zeal for the cause, yet
such haste is to be regretted, especially
where it leads to recriminations and
reflections upon comrades of either
party who have undoubtedly sacrificed
for the same cause, and who give large
evidence of an honest desire to continue
doing their utmost in its behalf;

3. That ample time and opportunity
.should bée given for the fullest and freest
discussion and expression of opinion in
the national organ, but that unpleasant
personalities and recriminations should
be avoided ;

4. That the joint committee on union
is entitled to the gratitude of all com-
rades for the time and attention thus
far given to the duties for which it was
appointed; that its present report be
accepted as a report of progress; and
that further time be given it for the
formulation of a program for union,
giving the largest rational latitude to
the rank and file in deciding the party

national executive committee, and all
other matters which shall be submitted
to the branches for referendum vote.
W.-P: Porter,
C.'W: Johnson,
T. H. Chisnall,
Committee on Resolutions.

Suggestion From Boston

The following resolution was adopted
at-a meeting of the Boston city com-
mittee S. D. P, held April 17:

“We recognize that the 'present dis-
cord in our party, on the matter of So-
cialist unity is due to the intent of none
but to the mistakes of many. We deny
the necessity of placing the blanie or im-
puting the motives of any. and declare
our’ confidence. in the integrity of all
parties concerned.

“In the interest of harmony we urge
the National Executive Board to recall
their manifesto #nd .eferendum and
leave the proposition submitted by the
conference committee to the judgment
of the membership of the party.

Signed. © Affirmative: M. J. Koni-
kow, S. E. Putney, A. McDonald, Bra.
1; C. W.*White, Bra., 4; J. Spero, A.
Segal, Bra., 15; T. H. Goetz, Bra., 44;
H. H. Goodwin, F. S. Schmidt, Bra.,
45; J. Ryan, Bra., 53.

Negative: A. C. Mendall, Bra., 29.

I was absent from the meeting be-
caus¢ of illness, Should have signed
the affirmative list had I been present.

JOHN WEAVER SHERMAN,
‘ ; Secretary.
Boston, Mass. !

Another View From Brooklyn

Comrades:—Four of our comrades
by a ‘usurpation of authority and obyi-
ous misrepresentation of facts dare in-
terfere in the progress of Socialism on
‘the eve of a union of the two Socialist
parties of America.

There is no use threshing our well-
known facts. As intelligent men and
women, as Socialists, we must realize
them. We must have observed and we
must acknowledge that, as a whole, the
S. L. P. has acted much more fairly in
the unity negotiations than the S, D.

nobly in the great majority, but that
the less than 'manly.;goudhc:y of some S.
D. P. comrades has. dragged our

‘glorious of causes v;vhﬁm dnd wé_ " ‘

a spirit of faith in each other and in the

to prevent it more than all others.

‘men.

liberty but, perhaps, that of the prole-

name, location of headquarters for the’

‘would be better for all concerned if such

P., not that our comrades have not done |

ey and their qualifications are:

Comrade Victor Berger, who
continually vilified in his paper earnest
Socialist workers; who, by so doing.
stamps himself as prejudiced and
qllnaliﬁed to act in an ‘executive ca
who wrote ' in his paper when he
said he had influenced }éoprﬁrade eﬁeb
to accept the nomination; Comrade
Heath, who has said that the S, L.
comrades were of another kind alto.
gether from himself and the S. D. p..
Comrade Jesse Cox, who has said he dig
not want anything whatever to do with .
the S. L. P. comrades; and Comrade
Seymour Stedman, who is noted for be-
ing unable to keep his head.

Shall we let these men now prevent ys
from boarding the same ship with our
brethren and sailing toward the shores
of the co-operative commonwealth?
They are willing to sail, too, for that
shoré; as such we know their intellj-
gence and honesty of purpose; butas
they desire to ride in their own vessel
that they may stand at ‘the helm and
feel that their individual selves haye
not been contaminated by contact with
those in the other craft, we despise their
narrowmindedness and uselessness.

We of the rank and file want unity,
We know that every single objection to
it has arisen through some of our lead-
ers: At least four of them, and, appa-
rently, Comrades McCartney and’ Haile
do not favor it. Shall we allow six com-
rades to sway us from the loftiest pur-
pose we could at present hold? . Most
important’ of all things now is unity,
More important than the ‘name or tac-
tics or constitution or propaganda or
the six—one billion five hundred mil-
lionths of the world’s people who wish

.

The cause of Socialism demands that
we stand shoulder to shoulder. When
we have union we may decide what to
do with the leaders who do not lead. It
would be galling to have to remain in
our party if union should not be effect-
ed. Let us take our lesson as nobly as
the S. L. P. took theirs—overthrew
their schemes and come forth free
And as De Leonism is ever ram-
pant so on our part 10,000 of us, eternal
vigilance is the price of not only otir

tariat, for through the S. D. P. anc. the
S. L. P. must come the co-operative
commonwealth. If we flinch we are .
worse than capitalists, for they do not
know the truth. We, knowing it, are
most degraded if we fail in our duty to-
ourselves as workingmeén and proletari- :
ats. .

I like the last paragraph of Max
Hayes’ reply to the Executive Commit-
tee's (four-fifths) aspersions: ]

“Ther¢ are some people in this world
who are bound to have' their own way
in even the most minute particulars.
They will rule or ruin, bcing incapable -
of real leadership, a welding together of
homogeneous elements. Such a man is
Daniel Ordem. There are  others,
nevertheless. Hurrah for Socialism in
our time!” } .

" Let me add there are some hero wor-
shipers in the S. D. P. who often think
thems:lves the heroes and continue the
worship. '

T. F. MEADE."

Brooklyn, N. Y. ;

Say Union is Completed )

At a joint meeting of branches 2 and |
3, Cleveland, the following resolutions
were unanimously adopted :

“Whereas, In our opinion the execu-
tive board instead of furthering the .
amalgamation of the S. L. P, and S. D.
P., has widened the breach by the issu-
ing of the manifesto appearing in the S
D. Herald of April 7.

“We believe the committee as a whole
has done its duty to the members of both
parties. ~ We further believe that the
committee of the S, L, P. are personally
in favor of the name Social Democratic
party, and it was only fair and just to
their constituents that two names be sub-
mitted. :

“It appears that there have been 00
miich personal feeling and preiudice
throughout all the proceedings, and

affairs were left out..
“Resolved, That we most emphati-
cally protest against the issuing of the:
manifesto at this time, as the amalgama-
tion is now practically complete. It
would now be too late to sumbit the
question of amalgamation to a vot
For in our opinion the rank and file hav
been in favor of it at the cost of any
tifice. Committee.”

To Our Connecticut Read
All unattached Socialists in the
of (;onnecﬁcut are requested to W
Ipuw Schlaf, 26 Spring street,
ville, for infarmation concerning
ganization of branches. "
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different case. At the pres-
enounced in no small meas-
members of our party who
illy understand the situation.
{’made it a rule of my life
stampeded by -oratory, never
ed by ﬂatterly, nor ever be
by abuse. In order to be
want plain facts,
1. do believe 1 find mysel
n of that Greek who said:
‘but listen to me” .
_things, permit me to sa
studied the S. L. P. and its
many years. In fact, I was
‘to do so, having been a So-
'many years and at one time
- of a daily paper which was
ged an organ of the S. L. P.
about De Leonism in the
s all wrong. De Leonism is
synonym of Social Labor
‘what is usually called De
was there a long time before
heard of De Leon, but it could
c English. I will admit though
essor De Leon, having more
4 the average S. L. P. leader,
some method into the madness.
with, the S. L. P. is not a
‘party, never was one and never
one—it is simpll)y akpo}i)tica}(:ect
ado Marx's book “Das Kapi-
s tgt;?ble. And a bible not in the
but in old medieval sense, when
“Das Kapi-
‘book written in a foreign lan-
0 nly the first volume was ever
d into English, and even the
is written in a language foreign
 average German. The reading
; Kapital” presupposes either an
nic education or very hard appli-
on. In all my experience with the
‘L. P., where every man constantly
about Karl Marx as if he had at-
d school with him, I only found
or three men who had really read
‘Kapital” and talked about it un-
tandingly. Two of these men are
party now.
‘And to the fact that Marx’s book is
ed as fetish rather than an economic
, is partly due that Social Labor
yism is and always was the carica-
of Marxism; and I want it under-
d that even pure Marxism has not

rience.

‘To the average S. L. P. man Marx's
‘is a book with seven seals. Still,

‘the first thing the S. L. P. always ac-

mplished was to gi

gwe its. members a
ly magnified idea of their import-
‘and “science.”

They learn a few
s about exploitation, surplus
the great revolution and espe-
ly about ‘“class-consciousness,” re-
them on every occasion, and call
science. In that way the most ig-
nt of men becomes a “'scientific So-
" in one evening, without having
mnconvenience of studying books
thinking about social problems.
rest of their tactics can be told
very few words: It is to denounce
villify &éverybody who does not-en-
ely agree with them. A man who
es not belong to the S. L. P. is in
fir eyes either a very ignorant person,
en if he be a university professor, or
18 a scoundrel. Especially do they
this of every reformer, labor leader,
r Socialist who has not joined them-—
the S. D. P. they have clainied in-
merable times that it was a “middle- -
party,” founded and kept up by the
StS. \
h such conditions it is natural
| that the S. L. P.s watch each
very closely and that every men:-
18 a spy upon all the rest. It is
b to see a member shake hands
government official who' is his
bor, or to bid “Good morning” to
0 he has known from childhood,
who is running on the ticket of a
st party, to be considercd a

tor and a man “who has sold out.”
‘consequence is that every S. L. P.
r, no matter how highly he
in the eyes of his comirades, is
er or later considered a renegade
companions unless he dies young
_young as a party member.
rt, their tactics are based upon
cism, but fanaticismand falsehood
g twin-brothers, there is probably
political organization whcre
intruth is told about opponents
i the S. L. P. ;
- business transacted by the
sections (before De Leon's
 after) was not the propaganda |
n.  Their main business was
er Socialists who held opin-
nt from those in vogue in
P. or of whom the S. L. P.
: jealous. They took espe-
care to ill off Socialist pa-

| claim 82,000 votes,

things stood the test of time and |

‘as well as the Volkeszeitung wing,
aim ) most of which they
received because thére was no' other
Socialist party in the field. In itself
the 5. L. P. has been most barren and’
impotent. = It has produced not one
man—outside of Daniel De Leon—who
15 1n any way above the most common
mediocrity ; still, it has besmirched and
villified every labor leader and reformer
who has appeared during the last thirty
years from Swinton to Debs and Jones
of Toledo. s ]
~ The ideal of the S. L. P.—provided it
has any ideals—seems to be a commun-
1stic  state * controlled by hierarchy;
something of the kind the Jesuit Fathers
had in Paraguay more than 100 years
ago. It was a state where everybody
had enough to eat and where all had
the same elementary education and
where all worked in. common—but
where all independent thinking ceased,
tlitle Jesuit Fathers thinking for them
all.
came so dull that even the propagation
of the race ceased to a large extent.
although the rulers put up a price for
every child that was born. And I may
say for myself that if I thought for one
moment that the methods and princi-
ples of the S. L. P. had any show at all
~in this country I would direct my last
drop of blood in fighting them, for 1
would rather live under the despotism
of the emperor of Russia.

But some may say, Well, all: these
things have been true «f the old'S. L.
P., but things have changed since the
great ‘“Revolution of July 10, 1899.”
when they dethroned Daniel De Leon.
Let’s see.

Was that great revolution—it took
three Tammany policemen to quench it
—really brought about by a change in
the methods, principles or tactics in the
o) B ST

Nothing of the kind.

Professor Daniel De Leon, the last
generally acknowledged pope of the S.
L. P., wanted to get a hold of the type-
setting machines and the press of the
New York Volkeszeitung in order to
publish' a daily People. It is only nat-
ural that the Volkeszeitung's editors de-
fended their means of “production and
distribution,” and being pressed. very
hard, they tried the same “coup d’etat”
on Daniel De Leon and his executive
board they did ten years before in.1889.
But they forgot ome thing. In 1889
they had peaceable Germans to fight,
who were not prepared for war. But
this time they got hold of the wrong

_fellow. Dan was prepared, and when
the Volkeszeitung's crowd came to com-
mit the ‘revolution,” they found a
picked lot of Irishmen and Americans
to receive them. Dan made short work
of the Volkeszeitung-Garde, and the
only fruit of the great revelution for
the Volkeszeitung is the capture of the
Labor Lyceum Saloon. Not only this.
Daniel De Leon beat them in the courts.
He got the party name and the party
emblem. And what's worse, he also
beat them at the following state elec-
tion; his party receiving about as many
votes without the Volkeszeitung's crowd
as formerly with them.

And the New York :Volkeszeitung
having lost the party and their prestige
began to look out for a “new home.”
It is generally admitted that not one of
them thought of fusion with the S. D.
P. before. It is also generally un-
derstood that had the Volkeszeitung
party won the S. L. P. name and
the S. L. P. emblem in the state of
New York and in other states, that
there would have been no fusion. But
having no party name and a question-
able following, they directed their ef-
forts toward our party. Now, if there
really had been a change of heart and
of tactics in the S. L. P., and if they
meant to advance the cause of Socialist
unity, then was the time to come right
straight over to our side and join our
party. But that wasn't the S, L. P.
way. - Instead of joining us, they tried
to capture us. They tried to. destroy

with the old spirit under a new name.
The rest you know.
And now you will also understand
the course of the older Social Demo-
crats and of the executive board. Cer-

forces”—although the cry of “union of
the reform forces” has destroyed the
People’s party in 1896—but we wanted
a union that would ‘'wipe S. L. P. ism
off the earth. We did not want to in-
fuse any poison into our young party,
and in that sense we clung sq tenacious-
ly to the name of the Social Democratic
party. We wanted everything that we
thought we could use as a shield against
the injection of S. L. P. ways and S. L.
P. methods. But on the other hand, I
muist admit the name itself is in no way
a panacea against the old evils if the
“spirit of the S. L. P. is to dominate the
icial Democratic party. i

In conclusion, the way all negotia-
tions have been conducted by the S, L.
P. is a fresh co
tactics and spirit.
‘changed its spots,

The leopard has not
Will Social Demo-

| crats give them a majority vote on false

s and broken pledges? I ho
. Fusion now carries with it the
S h

_to vote “n

D.P.no

The result was that life thére be- |

our organization and to start a new sect-

tainly we wanted a “union of Socialist,

nfirmation of the old

: ions.fv\ For )lr‘our
for the sake » Let.all alwa

TO ILLINOIS SOCIAL DEMOCRATS

In accordance with a  resolution
passed on April 11, 1900, by the Chi-
cago Central Committee of the Social
Democratic Party, you are hereby noti-
fied that there will be held a conven-

tion of the Social Democratic Party of

Illinois, for the purpose of nominating
the following state officers, to be voted
for. on Tuesday, Nov. 6, 19oo: Gov-
ernor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary
of State, Auditor of Public Accounts,
Attorney General, State Treasurer,
Three Trustees of the Illinois State
University, also 24 Presidential Elec-
tors, and other officers. ;

This convention will meet at No. 504
East 63d Street, Chicago, Ill., on Sun-
day, May 13, 1900, at 10 o'clock a. m. °

The representation of said conven-
tion will be by delegates chosen as
follows:

First—¥Each branch shall be entitled

to as many representatives as there are |

individual members in good standing,
any representative if selected shall be
entitled to one (1) vote for each mem-
ber whose name is signed to his creden:
tial; and provided further, that no
member shall sign his name to more
than one credential. :

Second —Branches not sending their
own. representatives may select those
of other branches of this state to repre-
sent them; provided that in each case
the representative shall hold the proper
credential with the signature of mem-
bers attached as herein provided.

Third—No member shall be: quali-
fied to serve as representative or en-
titled to representation who has not
been a membér of the Party at: least
thirty (30) days prior to the opening
day of the convention,

Fourth—All signatures of members
attached to credentials, as herein pro-
vided, shall be certified to by the
chairman or secretary of -their respec-
tive branches.

J. H. GREER;
Chairman.
CHAS. H. SOELKE,
; Secretary.

H. H. FroeLicH,

PaiLip BrRowN, e

Ww. C. Horaay, ’

SEYMOUR STEDMAN,

Special Committee of the City
Central Committee.

From New York

Comrades:—No  greater  surprise
could have come than that brought by
“the manifesto.”

A howl of dissatisfaction will surely
go up, in answer to this statement of our
National Executive Board. It appears
to be De Leonism over again, for what
on earth could have possessed our N. E.
B. to publish all this manifesto in 'sup-
port of a minority report before having
submitted the majority report! Is this
fair?

Further, you state that Mr. G. Ben-
ham stated at the conference of March
gth that he would support the name
Social Democratic on the condition that
Harriman and Hayes were accepted by
our party as candidates. Were these
two accepted’ as candidates by our
party? And asthey were not, did Ben-
ham break any compact? Then again
vou state that Comrades Harriman,
Hayes and Helquit entered-into a sol-
emn compact at a conference held at
the Occidental Hotel, Indianapolis. In
what way did this bind any of these?
Was it a conference ordered by the
then existing conference or merely a
conference of a few members assembled
to talk matters over? And as to Com-
rade J. Harriman having told Comrade
Steadman that he would support the
name, should a statement not made on
the floor of the convention be taken as
official ? )

Now I shall drop this to take up the
matter of the conference in New York
city, having been present the whole
time. Comrade Berger (as you are
aware) did ‘not attend the conference.
Comrade Heath remained through the
Sunday, even taking part in the debate
as to name, and it was not until late on
Monday that he withdrew. If he con-
sidered that the S. L. P. delegates were
not acting in good faith, why did he not
make this public on Sunday afternoon
instead of waiting until 7 p. m. Sunday
evening, and then calling upon the
chairman for the committee to go into
executive session and there create a
rumpus? Was he afraid of publicity, or
what could have been his intentions?

Did Stedman get hot under the col-
lar because Chicago was ‘not accepted
as desired by him for national head-
quarters? It certainly seemed so, for

it was after this that he began to de-

nounce the action of the S. L. P. dele-
gates. (I would relate here that on the
first vote for natiomal headquarters

Comrade Stedman was the only one to
vote for Chicage, even Comrade Haile

did not vote for it on the first vote.)
From my observation as an onlooker
at this convention I feel bound to state
that the account in our organ (S. D.
Herald) of the opposition delegates is
outrageous, fo:dposidvely no one there
‘could Have acted more fairly than Com-
rades Benham, Hayes and Harriman.

Between Comrades Hilquit and Sted-

‘8 p. m.

man lawyers' battles were carried on,

28, 1900.
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Meller's Hall,

name, and everywhere that the facts of
thé case will be presented union will be
demanded. The progressive element in
this city want unity and this alone. We
have worked just as hard for the parts
(S. D. P.) as our N. E. C. Some of our
members have become old men working
for the movement, and even they de-
mand union regardless of cost.

If we will bear in mind the principles
for which we are fighting and .not be
carried away ¥y false ideas of party we
will the sooner improve our condition,
politically and socially.
‘ . George Finger.

New York City.

NEW BRANCHES

The new branches of the Social
Democratic party organized since a
week ago, are located at

Del Mar, California.

", Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Van Buren, Arkansas.

Michigan Socialists

All Social Democrats and all unat-
tached Socialists residing in Michigan
are requested to write'at once to Henry
Ramsey, 84 'Railroad street, Battle
Creek, Mich., and thus aid in placing a
Social Democratic state ticket in the
field this fall.

To Texas Socialists
For purpose of State organization, the
Bonham Social Democratic Branch re-
quests that every Socialist in Texas
who reads this notice, will please send
name and address to the undeni&lned.
Please attend to this at once. W. E.
Farmer, Bonham, Texas.
- All Socialist papers please publish.

You are requested to comm
organizer for the S. D. P.

insituting branches of the party i
The

with J. D. Stevens.Baxm ortland, |
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after all we are all human and are all

the stateménts made in the manifesto is-
_sued by the N. E. Board in the Herald,
as well as the one great motive back
of all the prevention of Socialist unity.

It is @ positive fact that some of the.

N. E. Board were strongly opposed to

a unification of the S. L. P. and S, D.

P., and were it not for the overwhelm-

ing majority and sentiment of the dele-

y gates at the convention who came in-

structed to work for union, negotiations

to that effect would have been prevent-

ed at that time. ,

' ; In the first place, I wish to censure
’ | _the N. E. Board for exceeding their au-
B thority by publishing any such manifesto

previous to receiving report of the com-

mittee together with their side of the

case, and thereby endeavoring to preju-,

. dice the minds of the comrades through-

X out the country as to the exact state of

' affairs, so that when the report is sent to

the branches to be voted on, the com-

rades will be ready to overthrow our

earnest and sincere efforts to ‘secure an

honorable union without understanding
the whole situation.

The convention at Indianapolis elect-
ed a: committee of nine to conier with
the committee from the S. L. P. to ar-
range a plan for union of the two par-
ties; until such report had been placed
i before the membership, I again reiter-
ate that the N. E. Board had no jurisdic-
tion in the matter. The membership,
through its delegates at Indianapolis,

Jevidently had enough faith in the com-
rades elected to consummate a union to
believe that not one step would be re-
- tracted from what they considered right
and just; and nothing was done at that
conference which does not clearly show
that the comrades who sat for threc
" long, weary days and nights hard at
work on the many intricate questions
‘were persons of broadest mind and
character, who held the. principles of
Socialism high above anything else in
‘connection with our movement.

One thing is to be regretted, how-
ever; the two members of your com-
mittee on union who affixed their names
to the manifesto took no part in the
proceedings at the conference and vio-
lated the great trust given to them by
the Indianapolis convention. Comrade
Berger- did not come at all, claiming
sickness at home ; but had he been anx-
ious to have our full quota at the con-
ference a  telegram sent to .the
secretary our committee  at
the time his co-delegate, Com-
rade Heath, left Milwaukee, woiuld
have been ample time to have tele-
graphed to the comrade who received
the next highest vote, requesting him to
attend in place of Comrade Berger.

Then there is Comrade Heath, who,
after sitting with the conference all day
Sunday, March 25th, hearing and tak-
ing part in.the preliminary discussion,
refused to act any longer in conjunction
with your committee, aiter we had unan-
imously agreed (even Comrade Sted-
man, who also signed the manifesto) to
submit two names to a referendum vote.

The manifesto clearly states that the
conference committee of eighteen fail-
ed in performing its true work in two
salient points, viz., in regard to name,
and secondly, regarding the referendum
on the name. y

In relation to the first point let me
state that according to the instructions
passed at the convention, which, by the
way, was the minority report, that we
urge the name Social Democratic Party.
This your committee did with all the
argument and oratory at their com-

¢ mand, the debate on that question last-
" ing all day Sunday; but both commit-

tees were of a steadfast opinion, and
all the argument from now till dooms-
day could not have convinced our S. L.
P. iriends on the committee that our
name was the best.

Therefore, after one whole day of
earnest and hard work, it was decided

{ . that each committee should hold a sep-

3 arate meeting and discuss the question

of name. This was done; your commit-

tee adjourning to the Occidental Hotel,
where the whole thing was thrashed
over again until midnight, when it was
decided that we submit the name Social
Demderatic Party and let the S. L. P.

of

committee submit a name if they chose’

to.
Right here.I will state that Comrade
+  Stedman was in favor of the proposi-
e tion and agreed heartily with your com-
mittee on this point, I can’t understand

how he has come to the conclusion to’

sign the manifesto just issued.
. The National Executive Board is try-
i ing violated its trust by allowing the

question of name to be settled by a ma-
bt caciiey’

-ing to show up your committee as hav--

ed movenient are blown away like chaff
before the wind. - ;

" From what I have been able to learn,
had some of our learned comrades used
better judgment, tactics and the proper
spirit since the convention, the name
Social Democratic Farty, although per-
haps failing to receive the concurrent
majority vote, would positively have;re-
ceived a largé enough majority on a
joint vote to insure the name of the
united movement being the Social. Dem-
ocrat Party; even now it is not too late
if our comrades use the proper judg-
ment. ‘

Such action as that displayed in the
manifesto is not going to gain votes for
our name, but to the contrary, is doing
it a positive injury.

As to what took place at the hotel in
Indianapolis, the statements of Com-
rades Edwards and Gordon are true (as
I was present at that meeting) with but
one exception, and that is the statement
cof Comrade Benham. :

I deny that Comrade Benham made
any promise whatever, but, to the con-
trary, would not take any definite stand;
stating that the rest of the committee,
referring to Comrades Harriman and
Hilquit, could promise what they saw
fit, but he (Benham) would not stand
for any promises, and would not be
bound by anything they said. He gave
no personal pledge, which 1 am -surc
Comrades Chase, Marely, Carey, Mar-
tin and others who were present, will
corroborate if interviewed on this point.

Therefore it is bad policy and danger-
ous for any person to swear to an affi-
davit if he is not periectly sure that
his statements in such affidavit are ab-
solutely correct. R

Now as to the pledges made by Com-
rades Harriman and Hilquit, will state
that aiter they had promised their moral
support to work for the name S, D.

‘arty, with the understanding that that
was to be an argument to be used by
Comrade Berger in influencing Comrade
Debs to aceept the nomination.  But im-
mediately upon leaving the room we
were confronted by Comrades McCart-
ney, Haile and Thotnas, who advised us
of the acceptance of the nomination by
Comrade Debs. :

This news coming immediately’ after
leaving the confergnce where Comrade
Berger stated it would take him pos-
“sibly two hours to convince Comrade
Debs to accept, was received with alarm,
not only by the S. L. P. members of the
conference, but by some of the S. D.
P, comrades, who immediately inquired’
whether the whole thing was a put up
job to get the S. L. P. delegates to
agree to stand by our name; after ex-
planation all present were satisfied that
it was not.

Therefore as the compact was made
to influence Comrade Debs to accept
and as le had already accepted while we
were making the agreement in  our
room, the S. L. P. delegates did not con-
sider their promises binding whatever.

Where the mistake was made was in
the conference not meeting again_ at
11:30 that evening as agreed upon,
when the -matter could have been set-
tled then and there. ; ;

The whole aifair was a misunder-
standing between the two committees,
and when properly explained to your
committee on union they were satisfied
to continue negotiations,

Another statement to be repudiated
is the one referring to Comrade Hayes'
| action at the conference. While 1 do
not remember at this moment whether’
he did or did not speak in favor of the
name “S. D. P.,”" I will positively state
that he did vote for the name “Social
Democratic Party,” and was the only
one on the commiitee from the other
side who voted with us. He broke no
pledges, and stood by what he said at
the Indianapolis convention. Itis there-
fore very unjust+for our National Ex-
ecutive Board to publicly make such a
statement against Comrade Hayes.

What an enormous blunder and what
a discredit is heaped upon the N. E.
Board when they openly state that the
S. L. P. comrades are likely to hand in
a fictitious vote. This is an open in-
‘sult to every member of the S. L. P,
and 1, for one, shall not stand for it. I
am convinced that the S. L. P. com-
rades are just as good, honest, sincere,
earnest and devoted to the principles of
Socialism as are the Social Democrats.
Therefore, let those people who “live in
glass houses” refrain from throwing:
stones at others.

Two more points and I am done. One
is the antagonistic ‘spirit in which the
manifesto is written, referring to our
‘choice for the vice-presidency, Comrade
Job Harriman, as “Mr.” (and also Com-

‘comrade that Chi

well what is the best step to be taken
for the advancement of the cause of So-
cialism. ' Our’ Executive Board asks is
union desirable ? when in the city of Chi-
cago the S. D. P. and S. L. P. have unit-

«ed 1n the campaign just closed under the

name S. L. P. Milwaukee also united
in the campaign just closed under the
name S. D. P.  Other places like Cleve-

land, Ohip, and Newark, N. J., are now"

in campaign united. The New York
State agitation committee is working in
unison with the S. L. P., while in many
places throughout the country the
branches of both parties are carrying on
together their work of agitation.

This explanation of the true facts in

the case i1s not handed out with any’

other spirit than that of a true and sin-
cere Socialist and to show the comrades
of the S D. P. the position taken by
vour committee on union and that takeén
by your National Executive Board.
Truly said, you dre the arbiters; and
I for one have enough confidence in my
comrades to know that the proper stand
will be taken by them, and those who
are in the wrong will be most severely
criticized and censured as the case war-

rants' it.
WM. BUTSCHER.

. |
The Situation ‘

Comrades: There is nothing in a
name, A name “should not stand.in
the way of Socialist unity.” Those are
the phrases we hear now oiten from
members of the S, L. P.. and from some
of our own comrades, who are geady [to
sacrifice our name for unity’s sake, Many
arguments were given for the name, So-
cial Democratic Party, and the best I
heard were certainly J. Carey’s, at our
last meeting, but there is still some va-
cancy leit, which T intend partly to fill
out. If a name should not stand in the
way of union, why do the S. L. P. com-
rades make such a fight for the change
of it? If our party would have made
our name a condition sine qua non, as
the majorjty report on the name ques-
tion wanted, there could have been some
dissatisfaction from the S. L. P. com-
rades. They could say that it was hu-
miliating for them to accept such condi-
tions.  But, although instructed by their
constituents to do so, our delegates to
the  Indianapolis convention showed
good judgment and accepted the minpri-
ty report, extending by that a brotherly
hand to the organization of the S. L P.
We all expected that the S. L. P. com-
rades would now take the second step
towards us, show that they grasped [the
situation, and would drop all discus-
sions about the name.  Whether the
members of the S, 1. P. committee did
promise or did not to work for our name,
they could clearly understand that the
rank and file of our party could not be
induced to change the party name ; they
could understand that the acceptance of
the minority report was on “a form,” a
diplomatic way of not offending the S. L.
P. comrades and in the same time press-
ing our point. I do not know what kind
of" “deals” have been made about the
names and candidates, in what words the,
promises were ‘made or not made; one
thing is clear to everyone—the members
of the S. L. P. conference committee
created the impression that they would
work for our name, and as a proof that
they tried it we can cite the fact that
their own New York comrades met them
with great dissatisfaction. The three
members of the S. L. P. conference com-
mittee (I understand that' Max Hayes
kept his word*and cast his vote against
the name U. S. P.), certainly deserve.a
great deal of criticism. Even if their
constituency showed dissatisfaction with
their stand, they should have kept up
the impression they had made on our
convention and rather resign from the
committee than be conscious of having
acted, not like men, but like diplomats
and politicians in the capitalist sense of
these words.

‘But whatever name their action de-
serves, the Social Democratic Party has
nothing to tremble for.

I have entire faith in the good judg-
ment of our comrades to have voted for
our party name, to have voted down
point 3, and also cast a big “No” against

the most anarchistic plan of conducting

the press affair of a party that ever came
to my knowledge..

The common sense of the rank and
file would haye brought the whole situa-
tion to a satisfactory one. But, alas!
The members of the party propose and
the executive committee disposes.| Here
comes the great mistake of all executive

committees. They always have too lit- |

tle confidence in the rank and file and
are always inclined to too much “lead-
ing” instead of “following.” I think

de when we should at least | that the referendum proposed by our

ress est workers in the So- | executive ' committee is, mildly ex-

cialist cause as “Comrades.” And final- | pressed, a step in the wrong direction
stter t.could have been | th makes the situation

liable to make mistakes. But to base a
question of unity of Socialist forces on
mistakes made by a few :personalities
would be entirely wrong. To break off
our relations with the g L. P. in such
an abrupt manner as our executive com-
mittee proposes to us would not prove
that we are far-sighted enough to grasp
the situation.. | )

Such an action would certainly pre-
vent union, not for years, but for scores
of years to come; it would make any
new steps towards union almost impos-
sible. But if everything goes the regu-
lar way—how different. Let us suppose
that both parties vote on the name; our
party without doubt voting for ours, thé
S. L. P. comrades votine for the “United
Socialist Party.” Such a disagreement
would_bring the conference committee
together, and if they could not unite on
one name, there would be no unity, but
there would be no bad feeling and union
only postponed. !

With the referendum proposed by our
executive, the situation is very compli-
cated indeed. But never despair. Our
party is too strong to be staggered even
by harder blows. The way out of it is
clear. : ;

I would advise alt comrades to vote
“yes” on the proposition of the execu-
tive, adding at once their vote—

1. For the name Social Democratic
Party. . ..

2. Against proposition 3, which ad-
vises to accept the majority of both par-
ties as ruling.

party press,

This would prove to our exécutive
committee that our party is not in dan-
ger and that, although not acceptinig the
path they offer us out of the difficulty,
in spirit we ask them and have no doubt
that it was only their faithiulness, their
deep love for our movement which dic-
tated to them the somewhat hasty ac-
tion. Mrs. A. Konikow.

Boston, Mass.

Democracy and Socialism

Editor the Herald: As to the pres-
ent name of our party being set aside,
and another name adopted, would, I am
sure, be a sad case of social suicide. Let
us retain our present name, Social Dem-
ocrat, and not divoree the word democ-
racy from socialism, because we are truly
a democratic party. And thwough its
principles we expect to construct the sys-
tem of Socialism. I love the name be-
cause W, J. Bryan and “democrats” so-
called do not believe in its principles. It
is a name that is invisibly tattooed on ev-
ery Socialist. If he has not got it, he
is not a Socialist.  But you may say
there is'a Democratic party, and we
should not. lo:e that name. © To. that
question I would say there is not a Dém-
ocratic party; there is a party that as-
sumes that name, but its principles are
not. democratic, neither will they be so,
until it is compelled to prolong its life
by adopting as a plank direct legislation,
which will only be used to inject a feel-
ing into its old supporter.

Let us stand for the name Social De-
mocracy !

Marion, Ind. Edward Meyer.

Dissatisfied With Terms

Editor of The Herald: I would like
to be informed by what authority and
consistency the national executive de-
cided tokave the question of “unity”-to
a.refcre dum vote, after the delegates
with instructions given by a referendum
vote of their respective locals unani-
mously voted for the affirmative of this
question at the national convention. I
am positively in favor of “unity,” al-
though not fully satisfied, with the terms
the conference committee proposes.

Hillguit and the rest of the delegates
of the 5. L. P. may not have kept their
promises; but that does not mean to ex-
press the traits and sentiments of the
whole S. L. P. I‘'know of many com-
rades of the S. L. P. who are in favor of
both the name (S. D. P.) and the seat for
the national executive (Chicago).
i tat] my opinion that instead of speak-
ing’ against “‘unity,” the national execu-
tive ought to have agitated for the adop-
_tion of all the good points the joint con-
ference committee proposes, and for the
abolition of the bad ones; and tifereby
haye avoided the creation of di
ally opposite opinion in the ranks bf the
comrades of New York. i

New York. Samuel B. Fliashnick.

To Our Washington Readers
Comrade D. Burgess of New What-
com, Wash., has been selected ae owr::.:
izer for the state and is prepared to assist
: ,Pih*m

the Socialists of Wa
g branches of the S.
spondence addressed to.h

) L
3. Against the whole matter about the |
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y of the|
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NATIONAL FUND

The following is a list of comrade
who have agreed; in response to f
appeal of the National Execut
Board, to contribute monthly for
year to the national fund. Other
- will be added as they are received.

CONNECTICUT
Hoiman, Beorrr Harttord  Abbele
LLLINOIS .
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