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y-five delegates representing

iches of the Social Democratic

wncsyis r(t‘:et in conven‘ion at 10
st Sunday morning, M. v 13,

a hall, 504 E. 63d street, Chiai

'nominated the following state
overnor — James  Beattie,

alley, 1L -

or Lieutenant Governor—Al . Pier-
facksonville, TIL. ,

r Secretary of Staté—Thomas G.

ene Stedman, Miss Ellen
, F. J. Hlavacek.

cunvention was called to order

made remarks appropriate to' the
Sion

‘omrade Philip Brown was elected
rary chairman and Comrade R.
hnson temporary secretary.
e following committees

elected : : e
s—Edwards, Winnen, Bruell.

were

manent Organization — Pierson,
. Beattie, Ambroz, Hlavacek,
on, Roderus, Winnen, Horgan.
“After a brief recess the committee on
‘reported. The commiittee on cre-
s reported 157 comrades entitled
esentation. :

temporary chairman was made
anent and owing to the unavoid-
“able absence of Temporary Secretary
Johnson, Comrade James Wright was
fed permanent secretary.

The following committee on platform
s then elected: Mrs. Corinne Brown,
dwards, Winnen, Cox, McSweeney.

A recess was then taken for lunch.
'hen the business of the convention
s resumed, Comrade Corinne Brown,

O

WwS: "
The Platform

s of Illinois, in convention assem-
reaffirms the national platform
ed at Indianapolis, and declares its
ompromising adherence to the prin-
ples of International Socialism.

e demand that a law be passed en-
abling all municipal corporations to
wn and operate all such municipal in-
tries as the supplying of light, heat,
t railways and the transmission o
jormation to the people at cost, and
if necessary the constitution be
tended to enable such municipalities
 raise money for the purpose.

We advocate public control and own-
ip of the liquor traffic. .
‘We demand the abolition of the con-
t system in public works and the di-
ct employment of labor by the state
id municipality.

We demand that convicts in the va-
bus penal institutions be employed co-
eratively in diversified industries for
fieir own benefit and support and that
.. of their products be put upon the
arket,

We demand the extension of the state
actory law to include the following
sions : : i

{a) The enactment of an educational
n which shall prohibit the employ-
ent of children under 16 who can not
d and write simple sentences in Eng-

ir day for all minors. '

rous machinery.
A report by employers to the

NOIS STATE CONVENTION
* AFULL TICKET NOMINATED

| State.

i the committee on platform, reported I lienn maide BE et Sacin

) The establishment of the eight-
Adequate safe-guarding of all.

state factory department of all accidents
within twenty-feur hours.

We demand the enforcement of that
provision of the State - Constitution
which declares that adequate school fa-
cilities should be furnished all children

-between the ages of 6 and 21. School

facilities include sufficient school room,
normal trained teachers, ‘free schoool
books, food, clothing and shelter when-
¢Ver necessary.

The nomination of candidates for the
state ticket being \in order, Comrade
Jesse Cox presented the name of Com-
rade James Beattie, of Spring Valley,
for goverror, The nomination was re-
ceived by the convention with rounds of
applause and approved by acclamation.

Comrade Beattie is one of the most
devoted members of the party in the
Wherever known his reputation
is that of a tireless worker in the interest
of his class, honest, trustworthy and lev-
cl-headed. Comrade Beattie holds the
position of organizer for ' the United
Mine Workers of Illinois, is a practical
miner and has been identified with all
the struggles of the miners in this state
for years.

Comrade Al Pierson-was nominated
by acclamation for lieutenant governor.

Comrade Thos. G. Kirwin was the
unanimous choice of the convention for

| secretary of state.

Fer auditor of public accounts Com-
rade James Wright received a unani-
mous vote. :

The convention's choice for attorney-
general was Comrade Chas, H. Soelke,
who was nominated by acclamation.

Comrade Jacob Winnen received the
unanimous vote of the delegates for
state treasurer.

For trustees of the State University
the follbwing were chosen: Mrs. Irene
Stedman, Miss Ellen Edwards and E. J.
Hlavacek.

The following committee was then
elected to select twenty-four presidential
electors:  Cox, Edwards, Svoboda.

Comrade Stedman then introduced
the following resolution, which was
adopted unanimously :

“Whereas, Mutual overtures have
DNemacrac.
party and the Socialist Labor party
looking toward the organic union of the
two organizations; and whereas, the
work and methods to perfect said or-
ganic union have not met with the ap-
proval of a large number of the different
parties; and whereas, it is desirable to
secure united and consolidated action in
the impending campaign. Therefore, be,
1t

Resolved, by the Social Democratic
party assembled in their ‘state conven-
tion, that they believe in political union
in the state of Illinois, and therefore,
and to this end, appoint a committee of
seven, who shall have power to retire
candidates from the state ticket of the
Social Democratic party and substitute
candidates of the Socialist Labor party
therefore, provided there is a political
union on national candidates.”

Comrade R. H. Johnson was appoint-
ed as a committee of one rgpresenting
the convention to convey the resolution
to the state committee of the Socialist
Labor party. :

 + The chair appointed the . following

committee to carry out the instructions
of the foregoing resolution: Corinne
Brown, W. C. Horgan, R. H. Johnson,
F. Svoboda, Seymour Stedman, Jas.
Wright and Frank Roderus. ‘
The following comrades to constitute
the state campaign committee were then
elected: Jos. Finn, F. Svoboda, Jacob
Winnen, E. Anderson, S. Stedman, Phil-
ip Brown, Ellen Edwards, W. C. Hor-
gan, H. H. Babka. _
After a short address by Comrade
McSweeney the convention adjourned,
all the delegates being well satisfied with
the work done. :

' Grist for Capitalism’s Mill
alone does the econgmic sys-
ich we permit to. exist rob the
f its divinity, but dpractxcally raids

e for flesh and blood to feed
orseless maw of the dragon of
In

18go there were,
89?  children of

R

vl
) “ r&ed this would be the case, but Profit,
| not Justice, rules, and we go on stunting
| the moral and physical development of

children and forcin,
‘amid surroundings that must inevitably
_produce a race of physical and moral

be

Pennsylvania population increased 22.77
per’ cent.,, but school enrollment only
1.519_ per cent. . .

here is enough and to spare for all
in this country. The adult male labor

_properly organized could alone produce

all the mecessaries and luxuries needed
working five hours a day. If Justice

women into toil

degenerates. The ‘economic system is
nsible, but an egconomic system is
the creature of men, who have the
and the burden of responsibility must
:d by every man who, by his

L and unsought.

to create another if they will,

policies ~ that |

WHAT THEY THINK OF
The mason thinks of his trowel,
The shoemaker thinks of his awl,
The carpenter thinks of his level,
The woodman thinks of his maul;
But truth, which is more important,
Gets hardly a thought at all.

The merchant thinks of his ledger,
The lawyer thinks of his plea,
The doctor thinks of his patient,
The admiral thinks of the sea; -
Do vou think of truth and justice,
Of the right which makes men free?
—AM. B. Diehl.

DEBS INTERVIEWED ON
THE SOCIAL EVOLUTION.

Eugene V. Debs, Social Democrat-
ic party candidate for president, in a re-
cent interview sald:

“The nomination came unexpectedly
I have all my life had
my face set resolutely against officehold-
ing and I attended the convention of the
party, the first national convention it
has ever had, as I have attended the
conventions of other parties, strongly
opposed to the use of my name for any
office. :

“The convention of the Social Demo-
cratic party wag the only politital con-
vention that has ¢ver met in which there
was not a candidate and not a lobbyist
in the interest of any candidate. This
was- in accord with the principles of the
party, however, because when it suc-
ceeds to power there will be no $350,000
office. :

“The platform of the Social Demo-
cratic party in a nutshell i$ the collective
ownership by the people of all the means
of wealth production and distribution.
It aims at industrial democracy just as
we now have political democracy. That
is, as we have political democracy the-
oretically ; practically one man becomes
the master of 1000 becduse one man
owns the means upon which 10,000 de-
pend for employnent.

“To inaugurate genuine democracy
we must democratize industry as our
fathers democratized politics a century
and a half ago. This will result in the
co-operative commonwealth, in  which
organized society will operate all indus-
try in the interest of all the people. The
declaration of independence will then
have become a realized fact.

“The new saciagorder is not Utopian,
but scientific. It is not an ideal social
system to which people are expected to
adapt themselves, but it is a system
evolving from the present one, which it
will succeed in obedience to the laws
of social evolution.  Co-operation of so-
ciety is the next stage in the economic
development, and although not yet in
existence a scientific analvsis of present
conditions proves_that it is bound to
come in the natural course of cvents.
The trust is the forerunner of the social
revolution. It represents the social
principles of co-operative production, to
which will be added the social principle
of co-operative distribucion. This means
industrial co-operation as the basis. of
human brotherhood. The gigantic scale
upon which all production and distribu-
tion is carried forward marks all these
agencies for collective ownership in the
interests of all the people. Rent, inter-
est and profit will disappear. Wealth is
not for the enrichment of one and the
poverty and degradation of many.

“I believe the time is ripe for a party
of this character. New issues, more vi-
tal than any that have ever been before
the people, are crystallizing. As the lines
between the laboring class and the cap-
italists become more sharply drawn and
the great middle class is eliminated, our
party will become larger and more pow-
erful, and it must eventually succeed to
power. When the time comes the wealth
producing power of the country will be
transferred to collective hands naturally
and easily. The change will come by
evolution.” !

Social Democracy and War
Emile Zola, in a striking article in the
North American Review, expresses the
belief that sooner or later war will have
become a thing of the past. The chief
reason for its disappearance, in his
opinion, is that it will have become use-
less. “When speaking thus,” he says,
“I have in mind the democratic move-
ment, the great Socialist movement,
which, within the last hundred years,
.has'made such advancement. In my way
of thinking the real human struggle is
no longer on the field of battle, but on
that of labor; in industry, in agriculture,
in fact in every human effort for pro-
duction and prosperity.” In the future
state of society he is convinced that war
will be unhe[a:]:l bgf, wmbemuse “t:e reob::
ganization o r will everywhere
‘get greater. sohdang and bind the dif-
ferent nations toge
ther means of which

er either by arbi-

Recent occurrences in Massachusetts
have led many of our members to ask
“What is the use of having candidates
for office sign a resignation? It has
proved to be only an empty form. Why
keep it up?” ;

It is true that the experience of So-
cialists in this country with the impera-
tive mandate has been very unsatisfac-

not be well to abandon. Instead of drop-

some way of making it ¢ffective? Surely
it is pOssible to devise some new plan,
or to so improve upon the present.one,
that a Socialist organization shall have
control of those of 1ts members whom it
selects to office.. The principle involved
is that an elected candidate represents
not himself, but his constituency, and is
bound to obey the instructions of that
constituency. -The claim is made by op-
ponents of Socialism that our applica-
tion of this principle.is unjust, as the
branch does not by any means comprise
the people whose votes have elected the
candidate. True. but the branch or the
organization within the particular dis-
trict nominates the candidate and works
for his election, arranges meetings, puts
out literature, canvasses the district,
and raises the money for all thesg ex-
penses; but above all, the organization

election because it represents the princi-

the election, Social Democrats do not

ty. Accordingly, the candidate, before
he is elected, pledges himself, in a writ-
ten resignation, to resign from office if
the party which elected him finds that
he has not proved true to the trust it re-
poses in him.

In agitation meetings the question is
often asked by well-meaning people
seeking information: “What guaranty
have we that Socialists, 'if elected, will
not be just as bad as the other party
politicians 7" and we have always tri-
umphantly answered thei, “Our candi-
dates are elected subject w recall. They
sign their resignation ' before they are
elected, and we can recall them at any
time if they don’t do what is right.”” But
the wind has been taken out of our sails.
On the first experiment, the imperative
mandate has proved a failuré. The right
of recall remains with us; but, like many
other of our rights, it cannot be exer-
cisetl. We may call and recall all we
like, but our representatives do not and
need not respond. It is time for us to
find out where we are at in regard to
this important principle. If our candi-
dates can do whatever they please as
soon as they are elected, just the same
.as the capitalist politicians, we ought to
so understand.

The DBrotkton case, which occurred
within the past month, fully demonstrat-
ed the futility of the imperative man-
date as a working principle at the pres-
ent time. In the case of Alderman Per-
ry, our Brockton comrades had a diffi-
cult and delicate problem to deal with,
but they dealt with it like true Social
Dcnu.»crats/ They met the issue square-

tory, yet it is a principle which it would®

ping it, would it not be better to seek

is responsible for and is the cause of his.

ples of Socialism, which principles, .and |
not the individual candidate, triumph in |

work: for their candidates because they |
happen to be popular men, but because |
they embody the principles of their par-

RECALL OF REPRESENTATIVES
THE BROGKTON INGIDENT

ly, and did their duty nobly. Perry; one
of their elected aldermen, had been ex-
plicitly instructed by his branch to vote
against the giving away of a certain
public franchise, and had deliberately
voted for it. The branch promptiy tried
his case, found him guilty, and demand-
cd that he should resign. They pre-
sented his signed resignation to . the
board of aldermen of Brockton for their
acceptance ; but the board, while for the
niost part sympathizing with the action
of the Social Democrats, did not feel
called upon to-accept the resignation.
Nothing was left for the hranch to do
but to expel Mr.! Perry, which they
promptly did. Mr. Perry continues to
serve as alderman for the remainder of
his term, but he in no way represents
the S. D. P. nor any other party. He
is. disowned by his former comrades;
and this, together with the ever-present
consciousness of a trust betrayed, must
be his punishment. It is probable, too,
that he will find it rather difficult to get
clected to office again upon any kind
of a ticket. People will fight shy of him. .
A man who is a traitor to one party will
be a traitoi to another.

The papers,'in commenting upon the
event,” said it was the only instance of
the kind that had ever occurrred in this
country, but that is a mistake. The
case which .occcurrred in Haverhill in
1898, however, was not satisfactory as

a test of the value of the imperative -

mandate; because the resignation was
not presented to the governing body for
acceptance. . When' James F. Carey,
who had been elected to the cominon
counci! by the Socialist Labor Party,
left that party before:the expiration of
his term of office, the remainder. of the
S. L. P. section of which he had been a
member, demanded his resigatnion; but
they were powerless, inasmuch as.the

“resignation which he had signed and.

filed with the section had mysteriously
disappeared. The section had nothing
to present to the city government. of
Haverhill in the shape of a written res-
ignation. This case was therefore not
a test of the effectiveness of this safe-
guard of the rights of the democracy.
The Haverhiil instance proved its ineffi-
ciency to control the individual elected,
or even to hold him in the party which
clects him; but no more. The Brock-
ton instance demonstrates its useless-
ness when presented ato a governing
body for acceptance. i

What, then, is the best course for-us
to pursue? Shall we drop as useless
the custom of requiring candidates to
sign resignations, until we can get the
measure adopted as a law of the land:
Or shall we seek to raise the standard
of character and henor in our organi-
zation, so that we may thus have some
hold upon the candidates elected? Shall
we seck to inculcate in our members
the principles of honor and justice and
a sense of moral obligation, at the same¢
time that we are trving to teach the
principles of scientific’ socialism? The
two are certainly not incompatible. On
the contrary, one 'is necessary to sup-,
plement the other. g

It is a question worth considering,

comrades. ]
Robert White.

RISE OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY
- ALARMS BOTH OLD PARTIES

The Indianapolis News has been tak-
ing a survey of the political field and
sounds the following note of alarm:

“The unexpected growth of the So-
cial Democracy in Indiana is giving the
leaders of the two old parties consider-
able worry. They had not counted on
the Social Democrats being a factor this
time, but the results of a” number of

their eyes to what might ‘happen if the
new party continues to grow as it has
grown since its national convention was
held here a few weeks ago.. It is said
now that the Social Democracy leaders,
a majority of whom live in the east, did
not bring their convention here simply
because the city is well located, but
rather because they understood the
conditions and felt that Indiana would
be an excellent garden in which to plant
their creed, on account of the state’s
thousands of organized laborers. The
party has made a surprising showing in
the gas belt in a short time, as is.evident
in the election of councilmen at Marion
and Muncie and a large vote elsewhere.

“A politician who has just made a
tour of a number of the gas belt cities,
declares that they are becoming hotbeds
of Social Democrats, and that new be-

Social Democracy workers

city elections last Tuesday has opened

lievers are added to the creed every day. |
Soci . are going |
he union men in some of

! that

is little chance of the Social Democ-
racy’s filling any of the important offices
this vear as the victories have been in
local fights, but the leaders of each of
the two old parties fear that it will de-
prive them of votes that will be neces-
sary to their success. ‘

“Some Democrats say they have less
to fear than the Republicans, as a ma-
jority of men now voting with the Social
Democrats were against Bryan in ‘96,
and that if they were against him this
time, but not with the Republic:ms, that
their chances have really improved. The
Republican leaders are not saying much
on the question, but their anxiety not
to have Eugene Débs indorsed by the
middle-of-the-road Populists.at Cincin-
nati, next week, is sufficient indication
that they are ready to take any means
to check the growth of the Social De-
mocracy. The loss of a few thousand
votes might seriously cripple the. Re-
publicans in a fight like the one they ex-
pect this year, and it is said that they
are ‘getting ready to put their best
speakers and workers in the places .
where the new party is gaining strength
at their expense.”

Organized Labor Vote
“Mr. Debs and his friends who are
helping him to organize the Social Dem-
mt;# party are the only sensible lead-

- organized labor has. Organized
j ﬁ:lnz pawing ;~t1,-e_,i'air‘ against
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€ and any other new party was
in the name, and in the fact that the
latform was adopted by one man in-

.
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FUSION CONTROVERSY AND THE HERALD

The Herald printed 1 total of 33 com-
“munications during the recent contro-
.versy precipitated by the failure oi the
S. L. P. delegates to make good their
pledges when the conference committee
met at New York. Of this total 14 were
for union and 19 against. )

The number of unpublished or *sup-
pressed” communications received was
27; of these 16 were opposed and 11

g favorable to union.

Of 25 = communications favoring
union, 14 were printed. ;
Of 35 communications opposing

union, only 19 were printed.

The Herald printed more letters fav-

oring union than it ‘“suppressed”; it
< “suppressed” more letters opposed to
! union than it printed.

This statement is made because of the
reckless perversion of facts over the
signature of Morris Hillquit in the
People of May 6, wherein he makes it
appear that the Herald has  “sup-
pressed” all communications favorable
to union with one exception. This is.so
manifestly unfair and reckless as. a
“summing up of the issues,” which the
communication purports to be,# as to
justify the strongest condemnation.
However, let us have peace.

ONE “SPIRIT” MADE HANI#ST
Max Hayes, “proletarian” editor of
the Cleveland Citizen, says in the last
issue of that paper: J
“The vote on amalgamation taken by
the Social Democratic party is reported
to have resulted in the defeat of unity
by 1,213 to 939, and rumors not at all
complimentary to the national officials
are aiready beginning to fly about. We
imagine that the degenerated scab-pro-
curing boss, Dan DelL.eon, dances with
delight as he views the mess his imita-
tors have made of it. It should be stated
that the proletarian part of the S. D. P.
| is in no way responsible for this unfor-
tunate outcome—at least not directly.
Theé anti-unionists were . marshaled by

Berger, a school teacher and editor;
Stedman, a lawyer; MacCartney, a
preacher; Edwards, another editor;
: Cox,/another lawyer; Miller, another

editor; London, still another lawyer;
Margaret Haile, a lachrymose woman,
and one or two others—all so-called
“academic Socialists,” thecrists who
lack a proper understanding of the
working class spirit, its historical signif-
icance or its mission. They controlled
the machinery of the party and wused
their power as DeLeon did. Debs can
leap into the breach and save union, and
if he does not the proletarians of both
‘ parties will probably unite in a party of
f their own and leave the fake professors,
f conceited school teachers and lawyers
i | to themselves.” ;
I Comment is uncalled for, except that
; we might direct attention to the fact
| that Harriman is a lawyer and ex-
j preacher, Hillquit is a lawyer, Schluet-
i ter an editor, Feigenbaum an editor,
i Morgan a lawyer, Jonas an editor, Stone
“ an editor, Sissman a lawyer, Benham
[ an editor, Taft a lawyer, Lee an editor,
. and finally, not to continue such trivial-
ities to too great a length, Max Hayes
himself is an editor—and a good one.
- Hoping the comrades will pardon the
writer of this for being an editor, let us
have peace. :

i

EDITOR'S TIME SAVERS
© M. J. H—You can draw your own
. conclusions from the following facts,
included in a dispatch sent out from
Clev:ll)and during the last week in

Txzxs or Sussomirrion.—Oos year, 80 omnts. 8ix | oj007 gldest department store, employs
3,000 people and 250 horses. The.
_horses are fine looking animals, well
‘taken care of and are a credit to the

The “ aﬁ-,” which claims to be Chi-

establishment. The other employes,

not being owned in the same way, must

shift for themselves, and most of them
shift to the poorest parts of the city.

| Eighty-six ‘wagons deliver 3,500,000

packages during 1899, or nearly 1,200
packages per employe, not counting the
horses. Many more millions of pack-
ages were carried off by  customers.
This business, now incorporated with
$1,000,000 capital, was started 25 years
ago with $1,000 and has been built up
by the citizens of Chicago. ' The man-
ager would probably be a first-class
director of the same -store owned by
the citizens of Chicago.

The state convention of the Social
Dentocratic party held last Sunday was
a harmonious gathering of Socialists in-
terested in doing what is practical and
best for the cause in this great state.
The ticket nominated is worthy of the
support of Socialists, but not one will
be found on it to obstruct negotiations
with the Socialist Labor party for a per-
fect co-operation in the political cam-
paign with any personal claims. The
resolution adopted by the convention is,
an expression of Illinois Social Demo-
crats, intended by them to be carried
out in a spirit of fairness, and we hope
will be so regarded by the S. L. P. state
committee. Let the campaign begin at

‘once.

While in New York last week Com-
rade Debs was invited to meet informal-
ly with some of the members
of the two parties and they informed
him that they had decided upon calling
a meeting of the members and the na-
tional candidates. Upon returning to
Chicago Comrade Debs reported the
matter to our Chicago and Milwaukee
members and they agreed in the interest
of the cause to attend said proposed
meeting, asking only that the date be
postponed a few days to allow sufficient
time to enable them to arrange their af-
fairs so as to make the trip.

Roosevelt will consent to run for
vice-president provided McKinley will
support him in 1904 for president. This
is what the high-minded and strenuous
patriot says to McKinley:

“If T consent to go on the ticket with
you will you use your influence and get
for me the inflience of the Republican
leaders to make me your successor?”

And this sort of thing is called gov-
ernment by the people!

The San Francisco Call says if it
should prove true, as political experts
estimate, that Debs receives a million
votes for the presidency, “the Bryan
vote will be about as small a force as

ever made a movement in national poli-

tics, for if the cranks desert him his fol-
lowing will be weak indeed.”

We have begun to initiate the Cubans
into the glorious art of self-government,
according to the ideas of “free’” Amer-
ica, with a postoffice scandal and steal
of half a million dollars! Great is self-
government! Great is hypocrisy ! Hur-
rah for McKinley and Hannaism!

Comrade Eugene Dietzgen comes to
the support of the campaign fund with
a draft for $100, received this week
from Germany, where our comrade is
sojourning. Comrade Dietzgen will re-
present the S. D. P. at the international
congress in September.

The Social Democratic party appeals
to the humanity and sense of justice in
the people. Its program is as broad as
the need for social change is great and
offers the logical and only solution of
the problems of labor and socieiy.

The type in a letter by Comrade Gor-
don on the unity matter made him say
“Mailly made the agreement” as to the
name. The sentence should have read
“argument” instead of “agreement.”

Neeley, the Cuban postoffice default-
¢r, was appointed on the recommenda-

tion of Fairbanks. Fairbanks? Seems

as if we had heard that name before.

Attention, Massachusetts
- All persons who are in favor of call-

.ing a conference meeting of all Social-
' the state of Massachusetts, re-

sts in

iovement last fall was a pc !ﬁwﬂ
: e only dxﬁe(elt)xoce be-

: i

 REPUDIATION OF THE REFERENDUM

- The Russian peasants live together in
a sort of village communities called
“mirs,” which have certain legislative

| and judicial powers. The Russians have

a proverb, “The mir is the great man,”
meaning that the united wisdom of the
community is above the wisdom of any
individual, and that its voice must be
obeyed. : ;

This is the true Socialistic spirit, for
the will of the majority is the only basis
on which the. co-operative common-
wealth can rest. Let us imagine it once
fairly established and in good running
order.  Nevertheless differences of
opinion will continually arise, as they al-
ways must where men are associated to-
gether. There will be a variety of the-
ories on the best manner of conducting
the affairs of society and on a thousand
economical questions of greater or less-
er importance. Unless this variance of
opinion is united with a deep respect for
the opinion of the majority, the co-oper-
ative commonwealth will be in danger of
dissolution at every step.

The Socialists of all countries have
therefore acted wisely. when they incor-
porated the referendum as one of. the
demands of their platforms, and in most
cases adopted it in their own party gov-
ernment. It is ‘only by years of such
self-government that men are educated
into that habit of willing acquiescence to
the wishes of the many which is abso-
lutely necessary to the establishment of
the Socialist system.

To-day we have an opportunity to
take one step forward in the acquire-
ment of this habit. The majority of our
party has decided by vote that union
with the S. L. P. is nét desirable at the
present time on the _terms proposed.
Perhaps there are some places where
such a union might have had a bene-
ficial effect on the local movement. But
our people in many towns have taken
this question into consideration-and it is
decided that the interests of the party,
taken as a whole throughout the coun-
try, would be hindered rather than
helped by the proposed union.' Clearly
then it is the duty of single towns to
forego their local interests and consider
only the good of the party as a national
movement—a movement which is de-
signed to free the entire country and
not any separate part of it.

There are wise and good men who
have advocated union at this time; but
is any one of us so overcharged with
self esteem that he can imagine his own
judgment to be superior to the united
judgment of his party?. Can any true
Socialist acknowledge the legality of ‘a
referendum by voting upon it and after-
wards repudiate it when it does not turn
out to suit his own wishes? Can any
Social Democrat clajm that this is an
honorable course? Surely not. Surely
we do not need to go to the peasants of
despotic Russia for lessons in Democ-
racy. ...

. For those who sincerely believe that
the majority has erred by rejecting the
proposed union, here is an excellent op-
portunuity to set us all an example in
self control. By their cheerful acquies-
cence in the will of the majority they will
prove that they are not Individualists,
but Socialists, and they will take our

.party a long step forward on the road

that leads to the co-operative common-
wealth. : K H. T,

FREEDOM THROUGH SOCIALISM

(By Imogene C. Fales.)

The Socialist movement makes a new
issue in the public arena and a new de-
parture in the theory of government. It
is an effort for the betterment of the
people, the nation and the race. Its aim
1s the abolition of industrial slavery, to
tear down the fabric of a soul destroying
wage system and to erect in its place’
a social structure based upon co-opera-
tive effort and mutual helpfulness.

It is an organized effort to apply rea-
son to social problems-and to substitute
for what is called the “Natural Law of
Struggles” the higher law of love.

The movement has its birth in the ne-
cessities of the times; it is a determined
expression of the people against the in-
humanities and barbarities of civiliza-
tion. :

The time has come when the indus-.
trial system with its terrible inequalities
that breed increasing crime in the midst
of increasing intelligence must be
changed and a new social system born

_out of a higher conception of life and
- expressing the higher qualities of hu-

manity must take the place of the pres-
ent order. : i 3
- It needs no Paul Revere, with his

~midnight ride, to sweep the country and

ing cry that the enemy is upon us.
know it. We know that the insatiable
greed for gold, the murderous strife of

awake the sleeping people with the ri‘t)l&-
We

i competition, has at last produced a so-

cial monster, a mechanism of destruc-
tlo‘:)x“} .chkltl‘ed Monapely:siiCa ne it
We know that the deadly power that
‘has stealthily worked smoget‘m  Civil |
to obtain control of judicial, fe

4
)

have reached a social crisis ; that we are
on the ‘eve of momentous changes—

going on, a conflict between good and
evil being waged. That the old condi-
tion of things 1s broken up never to re-
turn, and that out of this war of ideas
there will develop. one of two things—
either a system of slavery, founded on
the aristocracy of money, that will ring
the death knell of civilization, or else the
overthrow of monopoly and the system
that breeds it and the elevation of the
race-onto a higher plane of being. We
believe it to be the latter. Under the
banner of Socialism the battle for free-
dom is to be fought. e
Brooklyn, N. Y.

WHAT IS LABOR'S

The question of “What is labor’s
share in production?” is one that is of
greatest importance to the working
class, the analysis of which will reveal
the fact that the working class is forced
into a recognition of that bare fact, that
labor’s share is becoming less and less
each year. S

A comparative study of the statistics
of this country will show how great la-
bor’s share in the product has been and
what it now is. Although the amount
of wealth is constantly increasing, as
will be seen from the following, taken
from the statistics compiled by the gov-
ernment, it will also be seen how rapid-
ly labor’s share is decreasing:

In 1850 the wealth of the nation was
$8,000,000,000. The producers’ share
was 62¥4 per cent ; non-producers’ share
37Y per cent,

In 1860 the wealth increased to $16,-
000,000,000. The producers’ share fell
to 43% per cent; non-producers’ in-
creased to 5614 per cent.

In 1870 the wealth was $30,000,000,-
000. Producers’ share was 32 2-3 per
cent; non-producers’ share, 67 1-3 per
cent.

In 1880 the wealth increased to $48,-
000,000,000.' The producers’ share went
down to 24 per cent, while the non-pro%
ducers’ share increased to 76 per cent.

In 1890 the wealth was further in-
creased. to $61,000,000,000. The pro-
ducers’ share fell to 17 per cent; the
non-producers’ share increased to 83
per cent.

The greater the amount of wealth
production increased, the greater was
also: the corresponding decrease of the
producers’ share in that wealth. In the
early days of these statistics production
was chiefly carried on by hand-labor;
the factories and mills that are now so
numerous were then but few. With the
rapid progress of the introduction of
Hmachinery and inventions in the produc-
tive industries the power of these in-
creased two-fold, ten-fold, yes, twenty-
fold, according to the state of perfection
of the improved machine.. With this in-
creased productiveness came also the
army of unemployed; at first but few in
number, but constantly increasing as
the machine became more perfected, un-
til the army of the unemployed in the
vear of prosperity, 1890, when the latest
census was taken, had reached far over
the one million mark. In 1893, and up
to 1897, the army of unemployed was
estimated anywhere from three to four
million.

"With the gigantic strides which the
concentration of capital is now making,
one may ask himself, “What will be.la-
bor’s share when the census of 1900 is
taken?” At any rate, it can be asserted
without fear of contradiction that la-
bor's share will have still further de-
creased. The tglist question is pressing
more and more to the front. The power
of competition iz dwindling fast away;
now only remains a small fraction of the
entire productive industries that are not
trustified. -In the carriage and wagon
industry the trust has not yet come, al-
though some attempts at it have béen
made. With the rapid introduction of

its appearance. While the trust and the
trust papers are singing the joys of pros-
perity, the working class is feeling its
condition more keenly than ever. Their
share of all this is but a job at pauper
wages. It is certain that the workers
will come to understand their true posi-
tion; at least, the organized workers
row, to some extent, realize that the
struggle on the economic field must be
supplemented by political action. The
strong hold of capitalism in the present
time is its economic power; its weakest
and continuing ever weaker, because of
the development crushing out the small
capitalist and forcing him into the ranks
of the working class, is the ballot. Here
they are outnumbered and here it is
where the workers can gain easy vic-
tory, and here a victory gained will but
add strength for the economic battle..

- Effort in this direction, along clear-
‘cut, uncompromising, class-conscious
lines, will inﬁli'l&cge!l&béﬁ shar

either for weal or woe: that there is a
war . of conflicting-ideas and principles

SHARE IN PRODUCTION

the automobile, the trust will also make

|-

9 famine, the people will revert to handi-

| are requested to

_in the onward march for labor's

.suggests the elimination of the machine,

it is. possible o increase labor's
would and must be taken advantage of
pation.—Carriage Wor}_:ers' Journal,

IDEALS AND THEIR ACCESSORIES
- The recent article of Comrade Ab.
bott’s on “The Social Ideal” was not
only most commendable, but his rhap-
sody on that masterpiece of William
Morris’, “News From Nowhere,” {s es-
pecially noteworthy.  For those who
have not read it, but have read Bellamy’s. -
“Equality,” a few words of comparison
may be welcome. Bellamy portrays the
culmination of the machine era. the.
period when society is developed to the
utmost in scientific civilization. It is
essentially a prophecy, a prophetic pie-
ture as profound and masterly as any
Isaiah ever conceived. 1 g
~ But Morris’ book is not PF

picture, it
is a glimpse of life: life such as we now -
know nothing about; life which now
only the divinely-human can make ' us °
feel and see, as he lifts aside the veil of
ignorance from our blunted sensibilities,
and gives our ravished senses the thrill
of real life. o

In his presentation of the ideal the
poet dnd artist breathes in' every page
the delineation of physical life is sensu-
ously beantiful -and cannot fail to elicit
a warm glow in the breast of any who
approaches a normal condition,

Morris goes beyond Bellamy chrono-
logically, and logically, because after the
mechanical era culminates, a new epoch
will be the inevitable outcome, and Mor-
ris denotes this “An epoch of rest.” That
is to say, before man’s resources for say-
ing labor are exhausted, a natural reac-
tion will set in, and in fear of a work-

craft in the artistic adornment of pottery
and similar things where 'the superior
beauty achieved by the touch of man

What an answer to those who carp on’
laziness under Socialism !

The one or two, scientific laws of evo-
lution Morris may ignore only seem as
aspeck in the crystal, and make his book
all the more intensely human.

Recent observations move me to make
a few remarks on the other part of my
subject : the methods pursued to attain
ideals. ; : !

The reformer is very much in evidence
these days.  Biologists are discussing
with grave apprehension the question of
race deterioration. Various causes are
assigned,-all of them only symptomatic,
but the agitation has produced a legion:
of hobbyists.  One hears much from the
food reformer, the dress reformer, the
temperance worker, and the social set-
tlement -faddist.  The scientist teaches
us that cereals, fruits and nuts, properly
prepared; are the ideal food for human- -
kind, and, while the truth of this appeals
to some of us, and while awe can see
much in our present methods of clothing * °
and failing to exercise the body oroperly  :
that are unscientific and harmiul, is it
not a mockery to harp on these themes
when we consider that ten million of -
people in this fair land of ours never
have enough of anything to eat and
wear? : diie ‘ ;

These would-be reformers mean well,
but they are so imbued with the system
of individual redemption and individual-
ism in toto, that they fail to perceive that
no good reform can be far-reaching and =
continuous in growth that will not ap-
peal to the masses and is impossible for
them to put in practice. For we are in-
exorably bound up with the evolution of .
the social organism, with its increasing
tendency to interdependence.

The poet and scientist are indeed the
great teachers of life and truth, and the
Socialist is stimulated by his ideals to-
hasten the time when the voice of these,
teachers will be heard, and their teach-
ings possible to apply, for he is the only
one who can be confident he is on the
right way to bring abouit such conditions,

As Thoreau says: “There are a thou
sand hacking at the branches of evil to.
one who is striking at the root.” The
rest of that quotation from ‘“Walden’
would be especially instructive to those
who believe that the social evils can be
cured by alms-giving.

It may be because the laboring man’
whole life must be continuously in
position to the very first law of nature
(the conservation of energy) that he ha
no ideal above improving his lot a point
or two by electing a Cleveland or a Bry:
an. ! :
Why can we not see that it will
easier to change the whole system mﬁ
maintain the full rights of man than tg
be able to secure and maintain the gens
eral betterment of those under the y0
in one essential point? .

‘ Alfred A. Butl

Louisville, Ky. . :

Michigan Socialists
All Social Democrats and all
tached Socialists residing in Michi
write at once to Hi
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go, will give a musi-

1 comrades of Cixicago

June3. :

C. Clemons has been
by Social Democrats for
&msas.- .

rtant meeting
it, Mass., will be held May
t is hoped there will be a

of Branch 18,

Democrats and unattached

siding  in  Charlestown,
quested to communicate
O’Leary, 11 Harvard

harlestown, Mass.

s completed a state organiza-
 Social Democratic party. In
Lake district 668 votes were
‘the Social- Democratic candi-
‘congress. Utah will cast a large
Jovember for Debs.

“the callers at headquarters
was E. H. Thornberg, travel-
ondent of Swedish newspa-
Thornberg learned much
Chicago of the Social Demo-
vement, which will be reported
ple of Sweden.
uncement made last week
Democrats had elected two
of the school board at Jack-
Ill., was incorrect. The mis-
as due to conflicting reports re-
- None were elected, but the par-
didates received a good vote.
Democrats of San Antonio,
ive nominated Comrade E. G.
congress from the r2th Dis-
The movement at San Antonio is
‘promising, new members being ad-
and a growing interest shown in

Il be remembered that the In-
ipolis convention continued the
ve board in office until a new
15 chosen. Since then Comrade
x retired, and at a meeting held
y, May 12, Comrade Corinne
was elected to fill the vacancy.

. new branches of the Social
cratic party organized since a
 ago, are located at

ma, Wash.

endsville, Mo.

sas City, (4th ward) Mo.

as City, (gth 'ward) Mo.

‘Bohemian branches of Chicago
ted the first of May, the work-
n's holiday, at the Bohemian hall,
I, and it was 'a grand success.

ious and modern hall was filled
floor and the galleries. Over 2,-
ople were present, the fair sex be-
ell represented. Comrade F.~Svo-
| delivered an address of welcome
judged by the applause, was not
iout effect. The Bohemian Work-
's Singing Society delivered a
composed song of the work-
and after a storm of applause
0 give another. Two young ladies
bred a duet on zithers which also

-applause. Comrade + Seymour

n  delivered an  eloquent
on Labor Day and Social-
Comrade Hlavacek, the edi-
our Bohemian official paper,

ed a fine address appropriate to
ccasion. Between the speeches
sses Mancel rendered a fine selec-
n the' piano, four-handed, and
8 Marcel sang in Bohemian, accom-
by Prof. Halamicek. She re-

e until she repeated. The Bo-
1 Musical Federation band played
d compositions from Bohemian
‘and others that displayed a
skill hard to be beaten, and the
t is that it played gratuitously,

es and should be taken in con-
ion when music is needed for any
m. The admission was free and
p. m. the chairman thanked all

aise the meeting adjourned.

: the Michigan state
i Democx_atic,

. entertainment May 25,

angements for their an-

‘ Genevra Lake, Olympia;

to be repeated after a storm.

ravedinost,” with his usual "talent

d well deserved applause which did

' F. Titus, treasurer,

should be remembered by our

tributed to the success of the
n and with the sounds of the

| trust in

o This convention will meet in Reich-
wein’s hall, southwest corner of N. No-

ble and E. Market streets, Indianapolis,
It,ld.;»on Wednesday, July 4, 1900, at 10
“o'clock a. m. The representation of said
convention will be by delegates chosen
as follows : 1

First—Each branch shall be ertitled
to as many representatives as there are

individual members in good standing;

any representative, if selected, shall be
entitled to one vote for each member
whose name is signed to his credentials;
and provided further, that no member
shall sign his or her name to more than
one credential. { !

Second—RBranches not sending their
own representatives may select those of
other branches of this state to represent
them; provided that in each case the
representative shall hold the proper cre-
dential with the signature of members
attached as herein pro-i'ed.

Third—No member shall be qualified
to serve as representative or entitled to
representation who has not been a
member of the party at least thirty days
prior to the opening of the convention.

Fourth—All signatures of members
attached to credentials, as herein pro-
vided, shall be certified to by the secre-
tary of their respective branches.

C..A. THORNTON,"
Chairman,
W. SPREEN,
Secretary.

WASHINGTON STATE ORGANIZED

The meeting held at Seattle, Wash.,
April 29, was called to order by John
Cloak, of Whatcom, who stated the ob-
jects of the meeting. John Cloak was
then elected chairman and J. D. Curtis
secretary. It was moved and carried
that the chair appoint a committee on
credentials. ‘The chair appointed A. G.
‘Seibert, D. G. Wilson and E. E. Martjn.
A recess of 15 minutes was then taken.
Upon reassembling the Committee on
Credentials reported the following dele-
gates present and -duly accredited :

John Cloak, Fairhaven; C. E. Mar-
tens, Whatcom ; G. D. Wilson, Fairhav-
en; Mrs. Belle Hatt, Geneva; Mrs.
Mrs. -Eliza-
beth Thompson, Geneva; E. E. Martin,
Olympia; Hermon Culver, Pt. Angeles;
Wm. Hogan, Equality; A. G. Seibert,
Seattle; Walter Griggs, Equality; E.
Lux, Seattle;"J. H. White, Equality.

Later the . following delegates ap-
-peared: Geo. E. Boomer, Tacoma; H.
H. House, Tacoma ; and Hermon F. Ti-
tus, Seattle. '

After the transaction of routine busi-
ness nominations for state headquarters
were made. An informal vote on the
nominations resulted as follows: Seat-
tle 7, Pt. Angeles 2, Lynden 1, Equality
3, and Whatcom o. Moved and carried
to make Seattle the unanimous choice.

Comrade Seibert then called attention
to the question of union of S. D. P. and
S. L. P. and urged that the meeting ex-
press an opinion on the subject. A res-
olution on unity which had been mislaid
was then produced and read-as follows:

Whereas, One of the fundamental
principles of Socialism is that all true
Socialists should unite in a common
cause, and :

Whereas, The comrades in Missouri,
New Yorl: and Ohio and many other
places have practically consummated
the union of the S. D. P. and the S. L.
P., endorsed by our national convention
at Indianapolis. A

Be it resolved, That we are heartily
in favor of such union and we beiieve
that the great majority of the rank and
file of both parties are in accord with
this. view.

A lengthy discussion followed and a
vote was taken, the result being a tie.

The chairman who had not voted cast’

the deciding vote in favor of the resolu-
tion which was thus carried.

Moved and carried that the state exe-
cutive board be elected. The following
nominations were then made: Seibert,
Morgan, Burgess, Boomer, Lake, Titus,
Cloak, Hogan and Curtis.

Subsequently the state board has
elected the following officers: A. G.
Seibert, chairman and organizer for
north half of state; 64 West Cedar
street, Seattle, Wash.; Hermon Culver,
vice chairman, Port Angeles, Wash. ; H.
208 Mutual Life
building, = Seattle;; Wash.; Geo. E.
Boomer, organizer for south half of
state, Tacoma, Wash. ‘ :

: J: D CURTIS, Sec.i

The Pious and the Poor
Socialism is treading in the wake of
the trusts. Politics, with the moral law
squeezed out, is what the government is
dealing in. The world owes every man
‘a living—if he can ?:t it. Tt depends
largely on the man, If he is an ordinary

1 voting mule he may find suicide easier
‘than competition, and he will be much
happier over there on the evergreen
/| shore, unless he bumps$

up against a
harps and halos! But if he has
_sharpness, gushing Rockefel-
, and a callous hea_u't, he can

driving other men to suicide; a
ire will hang in the chapel

- rade E.

of

do anything for the working class, ex-
cept to get off their backs, How can
men think highly, nobly, clearly, when
the chief object in lifé i5 to acquire the
wealth which others have produced?
While the Socialists are demanding pub-
lic ownership, the milionaires have al-
ready put it in practice—they own the
public! The men who have created the
trusts are swiftly bringing in Socialism,
for they are making conditions which
will force the people into this new phase
of life as the only escape from slavery
to the'restless financial banditti—E. M.

Wheelock, Austin, Texas.

THAT EXTRAORDINARY PROPOSITION

For once, on the horizon of the world
has risen a hope; it is the emancipation
of woman. Suddenly there has shot into
the political pandemonium one loud and_
ringing cry; it is: "'Irrespective of sex.”

These words stand forth in the S, D.
platiorm, like warrsrs armed to the
teeth; they tear at customs, prejudices
and privileges. e :

For once there is a party pure enouglt
to propose, first and foremost, that no
longer shall an embargo be placed upon
the brain and hear§ of woman.

Such heresy at fch a time, in the
midst of such conffilsions as bewilder
the bravest, appears like the finger-print
of God. It is as much as to say, “Toiler,
suffer, so long as ye give birth to drag-
ons; agonize, so long as ye¢ outrage
souls; call for #rcy, so long as ye mu-
tilate the moral sense; go down in de-
feat and darkness, O man, until you
recognize _\, ‘running mate.” But
when this is d0ne in the vocabulary of
the mnswd the custom of the
ballot and the IdW, then may you reason-
ably expect to rear aioft the sheltering
structure of the Social Commonwealth,
and to salute the future with a face ra-
diant with the light of a redeemed hu-
manity.” :

"H. S: Genevra Lake.

Olympia, Wash.

THE REFERENDUM VOTE

No. Yes No | No. # Yes No
1.. Calif. 1 1. N.Dakota 6
2 2 8 2. 'New H. 12
b. 4 12 4{ A 10
1. Colo. 10 1 AL, ]
o w 4| 1 New].—8 i
3. o 13 | 4 “ 9 4
1. Conn, 9 4 i it 10
2 " 4 6, A 0 2
8 e o e N Yok TS
4. " 21 4 2 " 8 16
D, g 8 4. i )
6. A 17 4 O, “ 4 11
. Illinois. 1 b g [l B 8 23
2. “ 43 8. L 1
T 16 |10, ' .« 7 19
By 6 T Lo 10
1 L 12112 3 14 2
9. £ 5 6 | 14. o5 1
10, S 9 15. ') 13 2
i 2 li A8, 10
12% . 17 }:39; L 7
17. ol 13_1 20, Lo i (AR |
1. Indiana 15 27 1. Ohio 10
p: i e Lot i
g R o e |
5. Ll 9 4. i 10" °23
T. o 4 .13 18 4 10
8. 4, 2 10 8. 4 35
1. lowa 25 9. » 6
3. i 6 | 11 2 7
2. Knnsasi‘ ;S :;! Oregon 3 3
2. Kent'c l"’g g i) h o 8
1. Mass. Y 9 M 1 5 " 2 2
4. o 4 8 R apeng T TT T
6. Ly 11 8 3. ¥ 2
it e Ty i T S 6 2
9. i 2 58 7. “ 11
10. st 16 1 1. Tenn. 7
AL b Sl o B ot WA 8
12, o 7 1 4, 2 5
13. i 8 41 1. Texas 15
g L u (Gl S e il 8
16000 p iy £ St T O IR 6
R0 49 | 1. Utah
23, o 2 9 6. Wash. 9
o Sl 12 1 Wis. 1118
928 f A B e S %
30, a8 7 3. " 17
14, L 7 4. L 2 30
e i< SR - 10 T - SR 10
16, - 1 8 (i ' 8
B i S ML 3 20
49, ” g .1 }0. # 10
50, ¢ 8 20
1. Maine 0 | 12. ! 35
1. Minn. 16| 15, s 13
T 24 e (. i a 20
1. Mar'land 10 i I:) 35
- el 11 A8 i 21
4 f 10 ¢ R 7
1. Montana 5 156 {20, ¢ 36
2 o [ B i 6
1. Michigan il R i e 14
15, Missouri 18 1 |23 | « 4 |
17. “ 9 PG IN AR Che
18, 6 Total 939 1213
3 Nebl.'aska 8

Branch No. 2, Utah, cast go votes against
union, but by mistake directed letter-to Com-
V. Debs, which was not opened
until Comrade Debs' return to this city on last
Saturday, too late to be included in above re-
port.

The following Branches had not paid dues

for current quarter: ¢

No. Yes No | No. Yes No
(1,. Cg(}if. lg 21 é‘ Missouri 13 lg
. Indiana é 9 o 2

2, Mass. - X & it 20
S 7 St b g i Wk th B ¢

1y b LSS R 3 i |

b 15 g 5

20, i b S b T MR 125

b1 o s 1 € SRR W . 10

83, . v Qﬂ 2. Wash. 88 8

a8 23 | (L 13

&1 5 6 | 4 Utah 35

58. Fnes 1 5 P IR i Y

54 ¢ 9 Total 804 167
3. Mar'l'nd 14 |

" The vote of folowing branches were received

too late to be included in above tabulated re-

;m' ; : Yes. Nfg
0. 3. A Ol TR
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LOCAL BRANCHES
Notices of Branch lneunu Inserted for
25 Cents per Month

CALIFORNIA' :

inch, San Francisco, holds public

meetings every Sunday and Wednesday znn-
, commencing at 8. Admission free. i
(for members) every
ology, Economics, FPublic

Sgl.lun‘, ete. # 3
dlyu:‘vl:g. meetings (for members) every Thurs-
Member:gip. with advan of Educational

Course and Soclal Democratic Herald free to
each member, 25 cents per month,
“Apptl‘y to the secretary, John C. Wesley, 117 Turk

ree! .
Branch No. 1, Los Angeles, meets every ‘*\n-
y, afternoon at 8 o'clock at .\’ en's nﬁ.
Spring St. J. Franc, 700 Dayton Amgocnuu. s
Branch No. 5, Alameda, California, holds free public
meotings every 2d and 4th Sunday, 8 p. m, at Fors:uu‘
Hall, cor Park St. and Satta Clara Ave. Business and
‘!:;iueuauonnl m‘uqti (for ‘:f?h-") All-l'. n.nA!‘ trd Mon-
y&, 8p.m, at . Y »
Becretary, 1610 Walnat St. " e o B

B h No. 1, Di b & Sund
ranch No. 1, Denver, moets ey nday at$:00 p. m.
at 1715 Califopuia Ave., Chas. M. Davis, S:cuury?l:‘zv
";lh B"T.“r‘« 4, Goldfield,

ranc 0, 8, Goldfield, meets every Sunday at 7:30
p. m., at City Hall. Chags. La Camp, t;’ocnuryy. i

CONNECTICUT.
a The Cofnnoctacut Slt;utCTommiﬁn meets the
unday of kvill
Sehhf{ S.c:::"'l.non at Turn Hall, Roc e.
nming, 85 108 Histe Bhs wb 3 b e Cover ooy ove-
, B . m.  Corxi s
Becretary, 165 Frank St. ot A anena,
Brauch No. 4, Rockville, Conn., meets first and third
hursdays at Turn Hall meeting room, Village
Becretary, Richard Niederwerfer, Box 760.

ILLINOIS,

Meetings of Chicago Central Committes held
regularly second and fourth Wednesdays of
guch rsuonlh at Dr. J. H. Greer's office, 62 Dear-

orn St.’
Branch No. 1, Chicago, meets avery Wed,
evening. Thomas Kirwin, Secretary, 2504
™ Branch No. 2 (Boh

ranc 0.2 ( emian), Chicago, mee
ond and fourth Sundn.y‘lnu 2 p. m. at N
Hall, 535 Blue Island Ave. Vaclav J
retary, 606 Blue Island Ave.

Branch No. 3 (Bohemian), Chicago, meef
fourth Mondays at 8 p.m. in Dunder's p
18th place. Joseph Dunder, Secreta:

Branch No. 5, Chicago, meots seco;
days of each month at Andr. Muzik's,

Paul Chlapecks, Becretary, sos%l{nbh St

Branch No. 6§ (German), Chi , meets every
first Saturday each month at 8 o'clock at Nagl's
Hall, 535 Blue Island Ave, near 18th St. Albin
Geisler, Secretary, 726 W. 20th Bt. .
Branch No. 8, (Bobemian) Chicago, meets second and
fourth Sunday, at 9 a. m., st 5002 Linc ~ Street. J. A.
Ambroz, Secretary, 4840 Wood Btreet.

Branch No. 9, Chicago, meets at 1148 W, 83rd st., first
and third Sundays at 8 p.m. Roswell H. Johnson,
Secretary, 852 E. 57th St. )

INDIANA.

Branch No. 6, Indianapolis, meets first Satur-
day evening and third Sunday afternoon of each
gog}th B.L‘n. Reichweln's Hall, corner Market and

oble :

last
L.

IOWA.

Branch No. 2, Hiteman, meets every fourth Friday in
the month at opera house. 8. B. Jamieson, chairma
James Fishor, organizer; Joseph Schollacut, secretary-

KENTUCKY

Branch No. 2, Covington, meets first and third Wed-
nesday evenicgs and second and fourth Sunday after-
noons of each month. All agitation meetings except
third meeting in month. Good speakers. Becretary, g‘
C. Btumpf, 201 8th stre.t. R

MARYLAND.

Branch No. 1, Baltimore, meets every Sunday
at 8§ p. m. at ter's Hall, 560 B, Baltimore
St. Public Invit

Branch No. 'Akﬂultimom meats every Tuesday at § p.
m. at Wenzel's Hotel, 328 w. Camden st. Good speeches.
Puoblie invited. Levin T. Jones, Secretary, 202 W.
Barre st.

MASSACHUSETTS.

The Massachusetts State Committee meets the
first Saturday of each month at 724 ‘Washington
St., Boston. All dues and moneys Intended for
the State Committee should be seut to the
financial secretary, A. McDonald, 104 ' W. Spring-
field St, Boston. All other corréspondence
should be addressed to the Corresponding Sec-
retary, Murgaret Halle, 5 Glenwood St., Rox-

ury.

Branch No, 2, Holyoke, meets second and
fourth Mondays of each, month at Springdale
Tuarner Hall. . H. Schlichting, Organizer 587, Sumer 8t.

Branch No. 5, Lynn, permaner: headquarters,.
71 Munroe St. Business meeting e ery Monday night
at 7:30. Upen house. Public invited. arry Gotimer,
rBec., 423 Essex St.

Branch No. 8, Brockton, meets the second and fourth
Tuesdays of each month at 8 p. m. for business at
Bocialist Hall, Clark’s Block, corner Main and Center
Evar{‘oomndc is expectad 1o attend one meeting

. Frank 8. Walsh, Seoretary, 62 Crescent St.
Iiranch No. 15, East Boston, meets every Mon-
day at 8 p. m. at 9 Chelsea St. Miss Jenny
Begal, Secretary, 9 Chelsea St.

Branch No. 18, Newburyport, meets the second
Monday of each mbuth, at Laster's Hall, 87 Ploasant
St. T. H. Chisnell, Secrotary, 16 Collins 8t. A. L. Bin-
loy, 238 Merrimac St.

invited

Branch No. 31, Chelses, permanent head:
tars, Fooin 5, Bostathies Briiomoro neadauar-

| évening. Business meetings every Thursday st

8 p. m. Public invited. .
t 3 MICHIGAN ¢
Branch No, 1, Battle Creek, Mich., meets 2ad and
el St T g O St
nternational Con, L
vited, L. C. Rogers. Secretary. ik
MINNESOTA
Branch 1, Red Lake Falls, meets every othe:
Sunday In real estate office ‘of Fred Gstclnf
on Main 8t. A. Kingsbury, Becretary.
MISSOURIL. (a
Bt. Louls headquarters, Room 7, 22 N. Fourth
St. Address all communications fo B, Val
nam, Secretary,
e R ey
ranc! 0. 1, ty, meets e
Tuesday at 8 p. m. at 1300 Ul{lon' Ave, G, J.
Btorz, Secretary, 1330 W. 9th Bt.
MONTANA.

Branch No. 2 meets first and third Sundays of each
month at G: W. Wood's home, Chico, Mont. T

NEW JERSEY

Branch No. 1. Secretary, Michsel W, Schor, 87 Liv-
ingltou st.
ranch No. §, Camden, N. J. -, moets every 3d Sunday-

N.
o‘f the month. For puc‘cuhn address Paul Eberding,
ldg Kai r::'- ;v&nuo. )N & i
ranch No. 3, (German) Newark, meets every third
Saturday, at International H 7 Bedford St.  H.
Hartwlg, Sacroury.; Bgdford gl"l-, i o
Branch No. ¢ (German), Paterson, N. J., meets
first and third Mondays ar 8 p. m, at Helvetia Hall,
ann Hoaten St. Kar! Linder, Secretary, 246 Ed.

mund 8t.
NEW YORK.

The City Central 'Agitation Committee of
reater New York and vicinity meets first and
third ’l‘uuduyﬁ l?:ta %::hry month in Wilzig’'s Hall,

third Thursday at 112 Clinton
Secretary, 163 Suffolk Bt.

8, 24th Assembly District, meets

Wedneodlp of the month at

ml‘?.' Av., at the “‘Central.” Henry Lang, Seore-

3 8t.
c::ac Noa 4, \Xeatl Side Branch, Ne: York,
ond and fourth Tuesdays of eve:
th at headquarters, 189 W. 89th St Ellx:'-
th H. Thomas, tary,
h No, 5 Brooklyn, New York, meets every Satur-
8t 56 Moore Bt. Visitors welcome. Con&;

g to
retar; Sol. Pressman, 190 Boeram Bt.
ranch No. 10, New York, meets every Friday, at 8 p,
E. Broadway, Lectures and discussions. Png-

c'invited.
yn, headquarters, 251

Branch | No, 12, Brookl
tledge St. Meets every third Thursday at
i t.rt: llnvned to

n

'y Rutladge St.
0. 20, regular meetings are held first and
I of the month, at Webster Hall, 140th St,
and Third Ave., Borough of the Bronx, E. Spr T
Secretary, 817 K. 140th St. All persons interested in
Socislism and the 8. D, P. are invited to attend.

OHIO0,

‘Branch No. 2, Cleveland, meets in Chilsen's
Hall, 6 York St., second and fourth Sundays at
3 p. m. Lectures, discussions, business meet-
ings, first and third Fridays at 8 p. m. »

Branch No. 3, Cléveland, meets first and thi
Sundays in each month at 8 p. m. in Ohlsen's

6 York St.

o]
" Branch No. 4, Cincinnati, moeets at Richelien Hall
southeast corner 9th and Plum Sta., every Sunday at 2
. m. Lectures and discussions. Publicinvited. Jos,
asin, Secretary, 1410 Central Avenue, %
Branch No. 5, buywn Ohio, meets every 2d and 4th
Friday evening, in Hall 27 Centrsl Tradés Conneil
Block. Everyons interested in SBocialism invited. J,
%o Bezh’.‘wo. Chairman, W. Barringer, Secretary, P. 0,
x

Branch No. 8, Cincinnafi, meets ““Zl second
and fourth Saturday in Workingmen" all, 1518

Walnut St.  F. Hamel, Becretary, 1804 Frintz St,
Branch No. 11, German, Columbus. Ed Greln-
er, Secretary, 806 Mohawk Bt.
PENNSYLVANIA. ;

" _Branch No. 2, Erie, meets every Sunday, 3 p. m.,at -
K. of L. Hall, 716 State St.: Ch:{rm Joseph Btain,
Bocntar.‘; J. Pam."lﬂ Buutnns.l‘." il

Branch: No. 4, Pi urs-

ttsburg, meets oveB' Th

day evening at 7:30 87 m. at Funk ; 8

and Josephine- Sts, . Bohn, President, 244 Ad-

dison 8t. J. H. Lewis, Secretary, 218 Jane Bt.
Branch No. § Qanish). Pbﬂldalg&h. meets every

gm;.dnms.'r ird St. at 7:30," Discussion from 8§ to

A ary.

erson, Secret 4
WISCONBIN.

Milwaukee Central Committee, S. D, P., meets first
Mounday of the month at Brewers' Headquarters, south-
east corner Fourth and Chestaut sta.

Branch No, 1, Milwaukee, meets at Kailer's Hall,
Fourth Street, botween State and Phairie, every second
and foarth Thursday evening. - i

Branch No. 2, Milwaukee, meets evea' second
and fourth Friday in Geatke's Hall, corner Green Bay-
and Concordia Ave.

Branch No. 8, Sheboygan, meets every fourth
Thursday of the month. at Gustay Bu 's
Hall on Pennsylvania Ave. R
tary-Treasurer, 8. 12th St.

Branch No. 4, Milwaukee, meets every first
and third Friday each momth at Meller's Hall,
corner 23d and Brown 8! George Moerschel,
Secretary, 891 25th 8t. - !

Branch No. 9, Milwaukeée, meets ev fourth
Friday of the month at R. Bigel's Hall, south-
oast corner Orchard St. and 9th Ave. O, Wild, Secre-

tary.

gmnch No. 12, Milwaukee, meets every 'first
and third Thursday of esch month at l{rans' Hall, 21
and Center St., at 8 p. m. ;| Secretary, Ruiolph Loesch-
man, 1126 23rd St.

Branch No. 23, Milwaukee, meets second and fourth
Wednesday of each month, at 524 Clark street. Heory
Harbicht, Sec., 1074 7th Street,

To Our Washington Readers

Comirade D. Burgess of New What-
com, Wash., has been selected as organ-
izer for the state and is prepared to assist
the Socialists of Washington_ in organ-
izing branchg of the S. D. P. Corre-
spondence addressed to him will receive
prompt attention.

North Dakota Socialists

Socialists residing in North Dakota
and desiring to organize for effective
propaganda work in that state are re-
quested to correspond with Math. Eids-
ness, Towner, N. D.

California Socialists
Socialists resident in California and
not members of the Social Democratic
party are requested to communicate
with John Carter, 929 Twenty-second
street, San Francisco.

Attention, Nebraska

Persons living in Nebraska and ac-
cepting the principles of Socialism are
‘requested to communicate with T. A.
Edwards, 3220 California street, Oma-
ha, with a view to the organization of
branches = of the Social Democratic
party. :

To Texas Socialists

. For purpose of State organization, the
Bonham Social Democratic Branch re-
-quests that every Socialist in: Texas
‘who reads this notice, will please send
name and address to the undersigned.
Please attend to this at once. W. E,
Farmer, Bonham, Texas.

i

- All Socialist papers please publish. - | 1

The Social Democratic

Red Book

Edited by FREDERIC HEATH

PRICE 15 CENTS

Sent postpaid on receipt of price

Debs 'Publishing Co.

TERRE HAUTE, IND.

IF YOU SYMPATHIZE

WITH

TRADE UNIONS

You will ehcouruge the sale
OF UNION LABEL GOODS

If youn want Union Label Shoes demand the above
Union Stamp. No shoe is Union made unless it bears
o charge or royalty for the Union
Sumg. Yisit your shoe dealer and take no excuses,
Bend for latest list of factories. Subscribe for * The
Union Boot and Bhoe Worker,” 50 cts per year.

Boot and Shoe Workers Union,

620 Atlantic Ave., Boston, Mass,

BRANCH SUPPLIES

CRATEOES & 2 L i e s SO0
Membership Cards (per 100)......... 1.00 °
25
. Wish to Theodore Debs,
thlmlanot.nlago. No sup-




" consider the number of hours of pro-

. community will not only create more
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- tinuously the gtunity of more and | organizers
;35 ent to better and

trial activities, disturbance-of commerce,
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 (By Walter T. Roberts, M. D.)

The subject for discussion today ap-
pears at first sight to have little bear-
ing upon economics. And yet, when-we

ductive and distributive labor lost by
reason of ‘sickness, it becomes manifest
that health is a very important factor in
maximum wealth production. A healthy

wealth in  a given time, but the con-
sumption of utilities will be greater,
thus exerting a stimulative reaction
upon the process of production.

The effects of widespread epidemics
are familiar to alt. Decrease in indus-

and at times complete business stagna-
tion have been felt by every civilized
community in_the world. :
However, the fact that the good
healfh of 2 people conduces to in-
creased ‘production concerns us but lit-
tle, ag under the present capitalist sys-
tem we turn over all the products of our
labor to the smooth and brainy ex-
ploiter and shout about unparalleled
prosperity when he magnanimously re-
turns enough of these products from
quitting their earthly tenements in dis-
gust at our monstrous stupidity. ..
As good health is rather to be chosen
than great riches, the argument will
deal with that arrangement of man's
social relations which will effect the
highest degree of bodily welfare and

There are three determining factors

to be considered in a study of this ques-
tion of health—heredity, environment |
and education—irom a brief review of
which we will be.the better prepared
to examine critically and intelligently
the glaring faults of the profit system
of industry in its relation to public
health, and at the same time to grasp
the possibilities of the future co-opera-
tive commbnwealth, toward the estab-
lishment of which many progressive,
thinking men are zealously striving.
" That malformations and physical pe-
culiarities are frequently hereditary:
that weaknésses or tendencies toward
certain diseases are transmitted irom
parent to offspring are facts too well
known to require comment. Breeders:
of fine horses study the question ' of
heredity closely, knowing that to pro-
duce a higher standard of excellence
great care must be exercised in the se-
lection and condition of sire and dam.
And yet human life is so cheap, such a
drug ‘on the market, that. except as a’
scientific theory, little or no attention
is paid to the breeding of a physical
body designed to be the abode of an im-
mortal soul. The construction of that
marvelous instrument by . means of
which infinite mind manifests aud cre-
ates noble works of art is left to chance
so far as we are consciously concerned.
Why is it that the breeding of horses
claims so much more scientific care
than that of human beings? The an-
swer is, of course, because of the profit.
Now, as profits from all industries grow
by squeezing all the labor power out of
the working class compatible with con-
tinued existence, what sort of children
would naturally be born to these over-
burdened parents, and to the anxious
unemployed, and to the criminal class,
hopelegs and, criminal because of the
overbfirdening of those of us necessary
to €apitalist production? - Congenital
cripples, dégenerates, * criminals  and
idots, certainly in fearful abundance.
But, you will say, “Not only from the
working class do these degenerates and
criminals descend, but from the capital-
ist class as well.” A philosopher has
said, “When you fasten one end of a
chain about the neck of a slave, be sure
the other end will fasten itself around
vour own." Another greater philoso-
pher ‘has said, “As ve sow, so shall ye
also reap.”

The idleness, seli-indulgence and sen-
suality of the capitalist class are also
debilitating and destructive, and the off-
spring of these human parasites are
subject to the same law of heredity.
“Have the pro-
ducer of the world’s wealth sown such
seed that they should reap so much sor-
row and injustice?” It must be so.
They are paying the penalty of ignor-
rance and stubborness; they have ears,
but hear not; eyes, but see not. They
have the power to set everything aright,
but sell it for a pittance in factories for
their undoing; give it away at the polls
for their enslavement. '

The Power of Environment

The late Henry Drummond, that in-
(defatigable seeker after truth, says:

“Heredity and environment are the
master forces of the organic world.
They have made all of us what we are.
These forces are ceaselessly playing
upon all our lives, and he who truly un-
derstands these influences; he who has
decided how much to allow each; he
who can regulate new forces as the
arise, or.adjust theli to the old, i
recting them as at one moment -

operate, at another to counterad e
tional of

development. To seize con-

e i

with most wholesome truth, we are led
to see the modifying influence of en-
vironment upon physical man. ‘We
learn that hereditary taints , can ,be

eliminated by purifying influences act-

ing from without; ‘in short, that the
best results must follow the establish-
ment of the most perfect environment.

. Environment of the Masses

Every material and every immaterial
thing in existence which affects man-
kind must be included in the term, en-
vironment: pure water and happiness
both conduce to good health. Let us
now examine some of the material sur-
roundings of a large number of our
people, the poor who are with us al-
ways, and whose ranks we not infre-
quently help to swell. We have all vis-
ited the loathsome tenement . house,
either in person or in imagination as
we read the harrowing newspaper ac-
counts of these New York and London
dens, the infamous products of capital-
istic greed; monuments erected by dis-
inherited humanity to commemorate in
a fitting manner the exploits of our in-
dustrial chiefs! Men, women and chil-
dren crowded into dirty, cheerless
rooms, breathing and rebreathing the
stifling, vitiated air, continuing a miser-
able existence under the most unhu-
manizing influences. Full of excusable
hatred for so-called Christian society,
they curse God and presently find—at
least, let us hope—temporary relief in
death. If there were no other proofs of
the viciousness of the present arrange-
ments of our social relations than the
shameful horrors' of the tenement
house, that alone would stamp our sys-
tem a wretched failure.

The Cause Must Be' Cured

Is it possible to apply hygienic laws
to the surroundings of these oppressed
and demoralized people?

Your legislative bodies may enact all
sorts of sanitary laws, but these disease-
breeding teniements furnish ideal soil
for the multiplication of deadly germs;
and until you remove the conditions
which permit, or rather produce, such
places, your laws and their attempted
exccution are farcial.

Now look into some of the illy-venti-
lated, crowded factories where many of
vour commodities are produced and let
us ask ourselves: ““Why are these fac-
tories not arranged with a view of in-
creasing the comiort and health of the
operatives?’  The answer is that fac-
tories are arranged with a view of in-
creasing the profits of the men who
own but do not operate the machinery,
little or no attention being paid to the
dall wage slave, especially when con-
siderable expense is attached to sani-
tary improvements.. That a few mod-
ern factories are well equipped - with
health-promoting conditions is true, but
as the strength of a chain is deter-
mined by its weakest link, so our in-
dustrial system must be measured by
its most imperfect features. \When Ed-
win Markham visited the sweat shops in
New York recently, his artistic soul was
so horrified at the inhuman spectacle
that he began a descriptive letter with
the words, I have been in hell!” I
have sometimes wondered what forceful
language he would have used to express
his emotions had he been compelled to
exercise -his ‘“inalienable right to life,
liberty and pursuit of happiness” at one
of the machines in such a corner of our
industrial chaos. .

The Fruits of Capitalism

The tenement house and the sweat
shop represent the ‘extreme points of
degradation to which the capitalist
scheme of exploitation and plunder has
brought our homes and factories. Both
are directly and indirectly productive
of disease, but under the private owner-
ship of mills, mines and machines, pub-
lic control by legislative enactments of
the sanitary or other conditions of these
means of production amounts to prac-
tically nothing, at least in this country.
Factory laws have shared the same fate
with all other laws interfering with the
profits of capitalists; all are gently but
firmly consigned to “innocuous desue-
tude.”

Socialism the Only Solution

Socialism offers the only rational so-
lution to all the questions of public
well-being. . Just think of the brain
power wasted in the past by our legal
lights and college professors trying to
explain to us that the brute features of
the competitive system of industry are
essential to progress! Is it not per-
fectly plain that 1f public health is to be
preserved and man’s material environ-
ment improved, perhaps perfected, pub-
lic ownership and consequent control of
all the mechanism of production and
distribution of the necessities which
conduce to health and happiness is ab-
solutely imperative, so that not one in-
dividual in society can be shut out from
an opportunity to enjoy all its bless-
ings? i

 Arizona Socialists
in every community should correspond
with M. J. Casper, Box 178, Globe, Tuc-

son, Ariz. We have plars for keeping
yani in the field to organize

| a remedy
| in your

AMERICAN ARISTOCRACY

‘Charles Trench.

It is a remarkable and well attested
fact that a large majority of our work-
ing classes are laboring under the im-
pression that we have no aristocracy. It
also seems to be a general opinion
among them that there are no privi-
leged classes among us. I remember,
while addressing a crowd on Boston
Common last summer, that my allusion
to American aristocracy was received
with shouts of derision; but I observed
that it was only the elderly portion of
my audience who objected to this un-
American expression. These men were
not only well advanced in years, but
were in a conspicuous state of poverty.
On inquiry, I discovered that these an-
cient Republicans were, at one time,
thriving storekeepers, and well-to-do
artisans, and that trusts and machinery
had caused their utter ruin.

When I inveighéll against the infernal
system which had reduced them to their
deplorable conditi®n they eyed me with
the expression of men who thought me
insane. Like the Chinese, they ' were
proud of their country dnd its institu-
tions. Any of my comments which
might tend to lower Hannaism in the
‘estimation of the public they felt as a
personal outrage. Their devotion to
party appeared to'be a superstition as
stupid and degrading as the ancient
Egyptian worship of cats and croco-
diles! It is surprising with what tenaci-
ous zeal men of all classes and creeds
do cling to absurdities in which they
have been educated. It often happens
that those past the meridian of life can
see nothing, learn nothing and believe
nothing that is contrary to their pre-
conceived notions, ‘All new ideas, relat-
ing to social or ¢conomjic science, aré
execrated as impious novelties.

There were, however, many yvoung
men in the crowd who listened with
profound interest while I expounded
the principles of Socialism. They un-
derstood at once the impudent fictions
which had been palmed upon them in
relation to the liberty and equality en-
joved by American citizens.

[ venture to affirm, my. good working
friends, that you would not tolerate half
the crushing burdens which are imposed
upon you were this country governed
by a monarchy instead of a sham repub-
lic. There is no fact more certain than
that many of vou are deceived into sub-
mission by empty names. - Shrewd des-
pots, in all ages, have been aware that
mankind is mainly governed by names.
They accordingly disguised their most
tyvrannical acts under high sounding
phrases which appealed to the vanity of
their intended victims.

In spite of assertions to the contrary
there is probably no part of the civilized
world where profitable humbug and pa-
triotic buncombe is so successfully em-
ployed as in this country. - I am no ad-
vocate' of monarchy, nor do I wish to
underrate the evils attending mon-
archical rule, but I can assure vou that
far more oppressive tyranny and degra-
dation are possible under a capitalistic
republic than ‘under a IZuropean des-
potism.

In Europe, where rovalty and aris-
tocracy are recognized, persons belong-
ing to ancient and wealthy families are
endowed with considerable educational
advantages. They are rich by inherit-

‘ance, and value money as a means to

ends, and not as an idol to be worshiped.

3ut in this courltry a most pernicious
influence is exerted by an acknowledg-
ment of the aristocracy of wealth. We
must all be aware of the fabulous wealth
gathered into the coffers of sharking
gold barons, more or less unscrupulous,
and ignorant. They cannot conceive of
anything else so desirable and attractive
as money. That ruining hundreds  of
families by a rascally financial scheme is
wicked and disgraceful never enters
their heads. This ought to excite no
surprise. According to the moral code
of our speculating aristocracy morality
has no marked value; intellectual
achievements pay no dividends, and
honesty is an infirmity. Yet these are
the men who own and control our whole
system of government.

In view of these considerations, who
can deny, with any show of reason, that
we are ruled by the most, powerful, ar-
rogant and ignorant aristocracies in the
world? To such a pitch have they

_brought their importance that they not

only control the people, bt to a great
extent shape public opinion. When they
enact tariff laws to fleece the masses
they are considered by millions of mis-
guided people as benefactors and pro-
moters of commercial prosperity. When
one or more of them grant a small part
of their ill-gotten wealth to endow a
public library or university they are al-
ways lauded as philanthropists.

My working friends, whoever looks
must see that this terrible flood of in-
iquity and its resulting misery is gain-
ing ground every day. What is the

| meaning of American aristocracy and

its associate capitalism? I can tell you
broadly it means unlimited power and
opportunity for rogues to become.enor-
mously rich by wrecking honest men.
It means gangs of knaves associated to-
gether for the purpose of public rob-

bery. Tt further means millions of hu- |

‘man beings living the life of slaves and
‘dying the death of paupers.
But it is not too much to

for this atrocious injustice is

_the voters.

stated a thousand times, it cannot ‘be.

repeated too often, that Socialism is
the only door of hope which is open to
the working classes. By voting for
either of the two old parties you are
only assisting the few to rule and plun-
der the many. You are only helping to
render lives, that might be a blessing,
a calamity and a curse. By the success
of Bryanism you will have the same old
gang at the same old game. DBut the
triumph of the Social Democratic Party
will make land, machinery and all mo-
nopolies common property ; that is the
only means of destroying the canker-
worm of capitalism which is eating the
very heart out of the nation. Lay hold
of the great truths of Socialism, and if
the Almighty has endowed vou with a
gleam of understanding you will see
that it is the only means of driving off
the financial cormorants who are rob-
bing labor of its gains. ;

Southern California, Attention

All Socialists in the seven southern
counties of Southern California should
now get to work and so far as possible
form branches in. every voting precinct.
To further this end communicate at once
with James T. VanRensselaer, 1618 To-
berman street, Los Angeles, Cal.

THE PLATFORM

The Social Democratic Party of America
declares that life, liberty and happiness depend
sipon equal political and economic rights.

In our economic development an industrial
revolution has taken placé, the individual tool
of former years having become the social tool
of the present. The individual tool was owned
by the worker who employed himself and was
master of his product. The social tool, the
machine, is owned by the capitalist.and the
worker is dependent upon him for employ-
ment. The capitalist thus becomes the master
of* the worker and is able to appropriate to
himself a large share of the product of hi!
labor.

Capitalism, the private ownership of the
means of production, is responsible for the in-
security of subsistence, the poverty, misery
and degradation of the ever-growing majority
of our people; but the same economic forces
which have produced and now intensify the
capitalist system will necessitate the ador aon
of Socialism, the collective ownership of the
means of production for the common good
and weliare. ;

The present system of social production and
private ownership is rapidly converting society
into two antagonistic classes—i. e., the capital-
ist class and the propertyless class. The mid-
dle class, once the most powerful of this great
nation, is disappearing in the mill of competi-
tion. The issue is now between the two class-
es first named. Our political liberty is now of
little value to the masses unless used to acquire
economic liberty. :

Independent political action and the trade
union movement are the chief emdncipating
factors of the working class, the one represent-
ing its political, the other its economic wing,
and both must co-operate to abolish the cap-
italist system. 4

Therefore the Social Democratic Party’ of

_America declares its object to be;

First—The organization of the working
class into a political party to conquer the
ptblic powers now controlled by capitalists.

Second—The abolition of wage-slavery by
the establishment of a national system of co-
operative industry, based upon the social or
common ownership of the means of produc-
tion and distribution, to be administered by
society in the common interest of all its mem-
bers, and the complete emancipation of the
socially uvseful classes from the domination of
capitalism,

The working class and all those in sym-
pathy with their historic mission to realize
a higher civilization should sever connection
with all capitalist and reform parties and unite
with the Social Dembcratic Party of America.

The control of political power by the Social
Democratic party will be tantamount to the
abolition of all class rule. |
3 The solidarity of labor connecting the mil-
lions of class-conscious fellow-workers
throughout the civilized world will lead to in-
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of man.

As steps in that direction, we make the fol-
lowing demands: ; :
. First—Revision ofpour federal constitution,
in order to remove®he obstacles to complete
control of government by the péople irre-
spective of sex.

Second—The public ownership of all indus-
g}cs controlled by monopolies, trusts and com-

ines.

Third—The public ownership of all rail-
roads, tclegraphs and telephones; all means
of transportation, and communication; all
water-works, gas and electric plants, and other
public utilities. i

_Fourth—The public ownership of all gold,
silver, copper, lead, iron, coal, and other
mines, and all oil and gas wells.

. Fifth—The reduction of the hours of labor
in_proportion to the increasing facilities of
productlpn. j

. Sixth—The inauguration of a system of pub-
lic works and improvements for the employ-
ment of the unemployed, the public credit to
be utilized for that purpose. - .

. Seventh—Useful inventions to be free, the
inventor to be remunerated by the public.

Eighth—Labor legislation to be national, in-
stead of local, and international when possible,
p,]Nmtlg-—fhtzqgal ins]ui'ance of working peo-

e against accidents, lack of
wélr‘lt» i';l olg iy employment and

enth—Equal civil and political rights, for
men and women, and the abolition ofgaltls’luu
discriminating against women. 5

Eleventh—The adoption of the initiative
and tefcrgndum, proportional representation,
and the right of recall of representatives by

Twelfth—Abolition of introduc-
‘tion of imemm:i.c;nalﬂa:b&‘t:'“uti:::‘.l e

i :l’ho Sixth Annual luuo.ot
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