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TORTURES OF

campaign orators will soon be-
in to tell you that “Socialism means
very,” and that to “retain your free-
ind independence” you must vote
epublican or Democratic . ticket
tinue to maintain our beautiful
titive system. You voting kings
told again and again that you are
unhampered dndividuals, who
be coerced or enslaved and that
have no masters! Read this, ye
Eﬂ"!
newspapers of Chicago have
inting some stories about a labor
ty in the Illinois Steel Company'’s
at South Chicago. Here is what
ribune had to say about it this

.

nt
The feeling of unrest among the em-
s of the Tllinois Steel Company has
, somewhat subsided. The crowd of
who gathered in South Chicago sa-
ons on Thursday night and plotted
schief was not visible during the day,
| the police expect no trouble for
m. All dynamite owned by the com-

y has been carefully guarded and its
hereabouts is kept secret from the ex-
«d men. A strong force of private de-
tives and policemen is on guard at
mills, and the force in blast furnace
. 4, where the trouble on Wednesday
oht occurred, is under surveillance.
“There appears to be no dissatisfac-
n visible among the employes of the
ompany who are not connected with
the blast furnace, and.the force of 300
policemen and detectives is considered
ell able to cope with the 40 men em-
yed in the blast furnaces. All of these
men are not disaffected, however.

“The rumor that several hundred men
‘were imprisoned within the gates of the
company for two days proves to be false.

e men were kept inside the gates
‘from Wednesday evening until 6 o'clock
n Thursday morning without being
iven food, but they were allowed to
ve after they had worked twelve

5 -

Other papers tell of the “hot recep-
on’”’ that will be meted out to the “mal-
s” in case they ‘“attack the
works.”
‘One would think that a bunch of
Chinese Boxers were in South Chicago
waiting for a chance to burn the steel
trust’s mill and massacre all peaceful
citizens.
~ Here is the story of the way the
“trouble” started. It is the “other side.”
[here is always “another side,” but it
seldom gets printed. :
Listen to the other side:
Jack Roedder is foreman of blast No.
‘at the steel trust’s South Chicago
plant. Under him was a big gang of
men. Their work is the hardest and the
hottest in all the great mill. Their

s are of the.same generous propor-

tions generally allotted to workmen by
trusts. :
On Wednesday, the Fourth of July,
Independence day, the trust didn’t cele-
brate. Instead it sent its white slaves
into the furnace-like rooms and drove
them on to toil. i
The hot wave was on. The air was '
stifing. Other people, enjoying a holi-
day, could barely keep alive. The white
slaves of the trust toiled on. Finally
one fell to the hot floor, and then a sec-
ond dropped like an ox in his place.
They were carted away to the trusts
ospital, and there they died. They are
ohn Leach of g142 Mackinaw avenue
and Andrew Cushman, 8500 Mackinaw
enue. :
“The other men in the gang gasped
in agony, and finally Roedder could
‘drive them®no longer; he would drive
iem no longer.

~IN A STEEL TRUST

gﬁ Killed by the Heat of a Fiery Furnace and the F
. Discharged Because he Showed Mercy et

perintendent’s answer,

HELL L
PLANT

“Get out into the air, bo;ls," he eried.
“Take a five-minute rest in the vard,”

Gratefully the men filed out, and then
came Superintendent J. W. Maket. He
called to Roedder angrily :

“Why aren’t your men at work > What
are they loafing there for?”

Roedder explained that two men had
been fatally prostrated and that the
others could mnot stand the strain any
longer. They would work gvértime and
make up the five-minute breathing
spells, B} iy

“Get 'em to work,” was'the trust su-
e “We've got to
get this work out, and never mind the
men.” |
. Roedder protested and was treated to
mstant d.smissal. “Go to ghe office and
get your time,” shouted Maket.

Roedder went to the office; got his
pay and made his way to the entrance
in the great stockade—the stockade
that surrounds the trust's plant and
keeps everybody from seeing how the
blood of men is coined into gold. Roed-
der went to the gate, and there he found
twenty-four of his “boys"” clustered like
frightened sheep. Lt

They were defying the trust! The
great thing which they hated and feared
and which they felt held their lives and
the lives of their wives and babes in its
cruel hands. ;

They were defying it, but they must
show their love and appreciation for the
man who dared to take their part. When
Roedder walked out—discharged for be-
ing humane—twenty-four men .walked
out with him,

That was the strike.

The detectives, perhaps, were called.
Perhaps inside the stockade the cases of
Winchesters were opened and boxes of
cartridges broached. The Tribune says
the trust’s store of dynamite was dou-
ble guarded. :

What i§ the trust doing with dyna-
mite? It won't tell. . ;

City police, paid by taxpayers, were
called to protect the trust’s stockade

_against the twenty-five men.

The trust feared that the stoiy might
spread so, having gotten the twenty-
five men out, the stockade gates were
swung shut and workingmen were made
prisoners for twenty-four hours, though,
the trust explains, they were only com-
pelled to work twelve hours. The im-
prisoned men got no food, but that was
to teach them what to expect if they
should decide to stand by the men who
walked out with Roedder.

Within forty-eight hours at least fif-
teen men were prostrated by the heat in
the works. None was zllowed to go
home or to sénd word outside the stock-
ade. They were hauled to the trust’s
hospital. - ;

That is what has happened at South
Chicago.

There is no strike.

There is something else.

The noble and “independent Ameri-
can.workingman” is not a “wage slave.”
Oh, no! Only the deluded Socialists
refer to him as such. The gifted and
highly paid Republican and Democratic
‘orator will give him the same old “jolly™
about the “‘dignity of labor” and the "in-
dependence” of the laborer, and the in-
telligent working mule will forget the
above if he reads it, and vote the ticket
of his master next Novembér.

Socialism would give the steel works
‘and all other industries to the workers,
and they could choose their own super-
intendent, and fix their own hours of
labor, but that would be “slavery,” you
know! If you really want to be Free
Men, vote for Eugene V., Debs and the
Social Democratic party. F. R.

BUILD AND GO FORWARD

lest be the -tempest and kind the storm
at drives us nearer home.” . .

The differences within the Social
emocratic Party arising from the ef-'
' to unite with the S. L. P. emphasises
fact that Socialism needs a more
act organization of its working
in América.

ctically a bullet-
one that can con-
any condition, deal with any ques-
and be its own “Savior.” Of course
have comrades on both sides of this

n, who feel that it is their dug::

are being organized, new members ad-
mitted, and on every hand there is evi-
dence of life and progress. :

The jparty is just entering its first real
battle; much depends on the showing
made for our presidential candidate, and
the comrades who are sincere in theiry

‘efforts to advance Socialism will have

no time to croak or inclinations to
whine. Let us have united action now—
the united party will come without a

‘fight if you are ever ready for it; but

now there is work, earnest work to be
done, and the comrades should join in
one supreme effort strengthen and

‘build ‘the parta.

“The duty o rings and streams

i everywhere should besto babble forth
| the word Forward.

”

Sylvester Keliher.

Others, I'dﬁubt'not. if not we, '
‘he issue of our toils shall see;

-| inated M. Jaures to a seat thercon.

speech

| are journalists,
: is'a manu

INTERNATIONAL NOTES

The French Socialists and Trade
Unionists have every-reason to be grati-
fied with the work performed by M. Mil-
lerand, the Socialist minister of com-
merce and industry, says Fred Brockle-
hurst in the Clarion. By the law Mille-
rand-Colliard of the 3oth March last he
has reduced the howurs of labor to 11 per
day in all establishments employing men
and women, with the promise of further
reduction to 10 per day four years
hence. He has pleased the Council of
Labor on a democratic basis, and nom-
In
his presidential address to the opening
session he informed the members of the
council that their duty would be that of
furn shing authoritative information to
the legislature, and of suggesting the
line of progress in labor matters. Ina
delivered in the Chamber of
Deputies a few days ago he declared
that the dominant idea of his adminis-
tration was the development of trade
union organizations. The work pecople
employed in the postoffice have passed
resolutions thanking him for reducing
their hours of labor, increasing their

salaries and granting them other bene--

fits and reforms. His latest act has been
the establishment of baths for the tele-
phonists, with the promise that if the

plan succeeds they will be provided for .

postmen and other minor officials as
well.  This is a splendid record=i serv-
ice. It has disarmed the criticism of
those of Millerand's colleagues in the
chamber who originally opposed his ac-
ceptance of the portfolio of commerce
and industry. 3

At a meeting of the British Electric
Traction company, recently held, the
chairman, Sir C. Rivers Wilson, stated
that the company ‘was concerned in the
development of fifty-seven companies;
fiity-three were for tramways and light
railways, and probably some were un-
dertaken for the supply of electric light
and power. They had one omnibus
company, one electric launch company,
one company -recently formed for de-
veloping land in the neighborhood of the
electric works, and one electric power
company. Of the 53 tramways and light
railways 31 were in operation.and work-
ing at a profit, six were in course of con-
struction, and orders for 15 had been

recently granted. The 31 in operation

comprised a length of 200 miles. Of
these 501 were worked by steam, 732
by horse, 62i4 by electric traction, and
19% were in process of convefsion to
electric traction. Six undertakings in
course of construction measured over 30
miles, 15 new undertakings authorized
would measure 104 miles, and when
completed this company would be inter-
ested in or control 250 miles of tram-
way and light railway lines. The num-
ber of shareholders was 1,800 and de-
benture-holders 300.

Owing to the imperial censure upon {

the Russian press, and the difficulties
which surround the spread of informa-
tion respecting Democratic movements
in the empire governed by the knout, we
are only just getting to know what hap-
pened in Kussia on May Day. In St.
Petersburg, the workers’ committee dis-
tributed 5,000 copies of a proclamation
addressed to the. working men of the
city.  Sixty persons were imprisoned
for taking part in this act.” Moscow and
Kiew also issued proclamations mvit-
ing the workers to celebrate the first of
May. The working men of Rostow, on
the River Don, printed bills and pasted
them on the walls demanding freedom
of combination, the liberty of the press,
electoral reforms, a wuniversal eight-
hours day, suppression  of - overtime,
compulsory insurance, the liability of
employers for accidents, etc. In Eka-
terinosaw, the authorities prevcmeq the
holding of a demonstration by imprison-
ing a large number of persons. Fifteen
thousand workers held a demonstration
in Varsovie and came into collision with
the troops. Demonstrations took place
in other towns and many arrests were
made.

Mr. Jaures has carried a resolution
in the French Council of Labor in favor
of a special study being made of the
question of industrial arbitration. The
Socialists in the Chamber of Deputies
have carried ‘a resolution in favor of
compulsory arbitration. M. Jaures® in
a long article on the subject lgys-down
the proposition that it is possible, even
before we have overturned the capitalist
regime, to reduce, or almost to tjcdpce
to vanishing point, the causes of conflicts
between capital and labor. He says that
arbitration substitutes the regime of dis-
cussion for the arbitrary
ital. ; §.! :

The following are the professions of
the Belgian Socialist deputies: Fifteen
are workmen, three are barristers, two

are professors, two are shopmen, two
are managers of co-operative stores, two.
are schoolmasters, two are doctors, two | ¢

nalists, one is a foreman, and

-retail dealers,

power of cap-

THE SPREAD OF SOCIALISM
AMONG THE MIDDLE GLASS

The Pressure of Capitalist Dcvelnpmellt.Forcing them to See
the Terrible Injustice and Wrong of Present System

i!y # Chicago Business Man

At the present time ideas favorable to
Socialism are rapidly spreading among
that class of people which is usually
known as the middle class. The cause
of this is not far to seek. 'Keen compe-
tition, resulting in the concentration of
all business enterprises in the hands of
the few, has steadily and rapidly reduced
the incomes of the middle class, until
multitudes who once considered them-
selves wealthy and independent now find
themselves, even in times of greatest
business activity, reduced to a condition

/in which they are obliged to practice the
most rigid economy in . order to avoid

becoming hopelessly in debt.

The effect of the great department
stores upon the small retail business
men is so well marked that it no longer
excites comment. ' Miles of streets in
the great cities are filled with vacant
stores where formerly were prosperous
And these stores either
stand empty or are rented for purposes
which enable the occupants to pay only
a trivial rent. Capital is so plentiful,
and there is so little advantageous use
for it, that only the possessors of large
fortunes can live upon the small amount
of -interest derived from their invest-
ments. In Chicago thirty years ago
money easily brought 10 ‘pér cent per
annum, where now it brings but 3 or 4
per cent. Small manufactories are a
thing of the past in all the staple indus-
tries, and with a very few exceptions
only possessors of large capital can start
in a manufacturing business with any
hope of financial success.

The destruction wholly or in part-of
the incomes of the great middle class of
business men and small real estate own-
ers and investors disastrously affects
professional men, .doctors, dentists,
preachers and the parasites of the mid-
dle class, diminishing their incomes and
reducing them to poverty.

The ‘smaller business men, being
forced by competition to enter into

trusts .and other coalitions of capital,

soon find themselves frozen out by their
larger ‘co-conspirators, and see their
property swallowed up by those whose
superior “business ability” enables them
to do it. ‘

Contemporaneously with this decline
of the middle class has arisen the great
capitalist, whose display of wealth
makes the middle class man feel like a
pauper. The palaces, yachts, establish-
ments and unbounded luxury of the
great capitalist tend to- make the mid-
dle class man inquire into the ‘means by
which this great wealth was obtained;
and it is often found that honest exer-
tion, unagcompanied by fraud or wrong-
ful oppression, was the least factor in
its acquisition.

The arbitrary raising of prices on
nearl:* all commodities, making the cost
of living higher, has also greatly ex-
cited the middle class.  The already
dwarfed incomes of this class are thus
still further lessened by this increase-in
the cost #f living. ;

Notwithstanding this diminution ol
income of the middle class, taxation has
greatly increased of late years. Ex-

travagance and corruption in govern-
ment have greatly increased, and greater
forces of police and militia have become
necessary. to preserve order. Useless
wars are also being prosecuted, and na-
tions are increasing their armies and
navies. to. prevent each from flying at
the throats of others in a struggle for
commercial advantages.  All this in-
creases taxation.

All these causes have aroused
fears of the middle class; and with the
arousal of their fears for their own fu-
ture comes an aroused conscience. The
members of this class now begin to sce
the terrible injustice and wrong, moral
as well as economic, of the present capi-
talist system, and, casting about, for a
remedy, have had their attention called
to Socialism. g :

Socialism, long a bugbear to the mid-

by it as a means of rescuing the smaller
bourgeoise from threatened destitution.
The works of Edward Bellamy, “Look-
ing Backward” and “Equality,” have
been largely instrumental, in connection

working this revolution of ideas among
this . class, although other books have
also had an influence in that direction:
The writer’s attention has lately been
forcibly called to: this spread of Social-
ist ideas among the middle class by cer-~

Riding for a day on a Pullman car, the
writer met two gentlemen, one a lawyer
and thé other a merchant, who, of their
own accord, began to advocate Social-
ism, and upon being informed that the
writer had been a Socialist for many
vears, they expressed their satisfaction.
Again, stopping at the house of a friend
in a large Eastern city, the writer again
éncountered two gentlemen occupying
responsible positions in large business
concerns, both of whom ' announced

stated that one of his employers also
was an ardent Socialist. They further
said that there were many others of their
acquaintance, bothamen and =~ women,
who entertained the same ideas. Again,
the writer met and talked to an eminent
enginéer, drawing a considerable salary,
who spoke favorably of Socialism and
expressed his hope of its realization.
All these persons, except perhaps. the
one last mentioned, broached the subject

The immense power of aggregated
wealth threatening to completely control
the nation, to abolish the middle class
and reduce them to  practical slavery
seems to have excited almost beyond
measure people who are even now well-
to-do. gl

Political demagogues will in the pres-
‘ent campaign use this fact to get votes
for their respective parties. But neither
the Republican nor the Democratic
party has any weapons in its political

combat the evils which threaten society
from the great aggregations of wealth.
Socialism alone has the only weapons
which can be used for that purpose.

Socialist Argument Irresistible
P. D. Bingen of Dallas, Texas, writes
to the New York Journal on the extrav-
agant rates paid for carrying the ‘mail,
and while denying that he is a Socialist,
makes a point or two very clear. He
says: | -

“I am not a Socialist; but a believer’
.in individuality in government, the man

above the state. Mr. Ingalls’ recent ar-
ticle, like everything he writes, i$ fine
in words and contains some argument,
but is net above criticism. He cites the
excessive rates paid by the government
for carrying the mails. Haven’t the So-
cialists the best of this fact? It results
because the government does not do
the work itself as in the delivery of in-
dividual mail, but lets it out on contract,
the very act to which the Socialists ob-
ject. 4 :
“The railroads get the extravagant

rates by corrupting the government of-

ficials, from the lawmakers down. If

‘the government did this work, employ-

ing those who do it, as with thc car-
riers, this opportunity would not be pre-
sented. And this cause and effect exist

everywhere, especially in cifies. And it |

has become what has well been termed
“commercialism.” e

‘money out of government contracts is
Al

“The opportunity presented to make |

come irresistible.’

“The Socialist ranks are being in-
creased now by people who are coming
to believe that a government can better
employ those who ‘are to serve it than
stockholders of a corporation who ack
for their own interest, and many good
people believe that if all those who are
in office and in.the employ of the gov-
ernment were not allowed to vote, there
would be less corruption and better
service rendered than seems to result
from letting out by contract the per-
formance of public duties.

“All politics is fast becoming intense-
ly ‘practical’ and business-like, and the
good citizen who does not perform his
duty on convention and election ' day
casts half his influence and vote for the
other side.” . ;

San Diego Chieftain: A person who
has been “born and raised” an idiot gen-
erally takes great pride in being a fool.
The years may come anl go, conditions
may. change, war pestilence and povert
may threaten society, but the idiot wi
continue to be a fool just the same. En-
_vironment or changed. conditions can-

the

dle class when that class was prosper-’
ous, is now bheginning to be looked upon -

with changed egconomic conditions, in

tain experiences in the Eastern states. '

without any suggestion from the writer.’

armory which can possibly be used to -

officials become more honest it will be-

*
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themselves Socialists; and one of them
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PROSPERITY ABOVE PERSONS
Very much of the talk now prevalent
in defense oi property was used as an
argument by men who framed the con-
stitution and founded this government.
It was asserted that “'property is certain-
1y the principle object of society.” From
the beginning of this republic, so-called
property has possessed rights superior
to those of persons. And we have
evolved up to that point where the prop-
erty of a thief gets more consideration
than the man who creates the property.

g

" The constitution of the United States

once pledged the federal government to
the protection of property in men with
a black skin. But we have advanced
from that position, and now protect
monopolies of those things which men,
black and white, must have to sustain
life. Under the old.policy it was the
_property-holder’s interest to care for his
property ; under the new his only inter-
est is in the things which cost him noth-
ing and he did not make, but which law
guarantees him the full enjoyment of,
and punishes the man who protests
against the injustice. The new, like the
old, is slavery, and the law now, as then,
protects the man with property.

ABOUT BRYAN'S PLATFORM

Referring to the Kansas City plat-
form it will be well for workingmen to
ask themsclves a few questions, For
instance:

It Pourto Rico were given a govern-
ment such as the United States has,
that is, a government administered by
capitalists in the intercst of property,
how much better off would the work-
ing class be in Porto Rico?

If the FEilipinos are given the same
political liberty we enjoy in the United
States and are denied economic free-
dom, will their condition be improved,
and is expansion and the “extension ot
the republic’s influence” under the flag
without frecedom to work and to live
any better than out-and-out imperial-
ism? i y X

If the trusts and corporations should
‘be “protected in all their rights and
legitimate [legalized] interests,” what
more has the republican party ever
done and so long as the rights of trusts
are respected will not the wrongs of
workingmen go unredressed?

1f the proposed department of labor
were created and a capitalist politician
put in charge of it, with a seat in the
cabinet along with the others ol the
same kidney, how would that tend te

the clevation of American workingmen'

 under the wage system?

ARE YOU WORKER, BEGGAR OR THIEF?

What are you doing on God's fair earth and
task-parden, where whosoever is not working 1s
begging ur stealing? —Carlyle.

Socialists combat the orthodox opin-
ion that each one is responsible for his
own condition, good or bad, and while
recognizing inequalities of individual
talents and capacities, contend that the
possess on of talent and capacity by the
individual is something that society be-
stowed. i

The individual, of whatever ability or

- skill, is a debtor to society, not alone

‘
¥

‘

|
|
|
I
|

and yet draws dividends fr
s K?lt working. '

for all he has, but for all he is capable
of doing. Socialists contend that if all
~were workers and. rendering their best
service to society, the workingman
wotild not, could not, be poor.

The poverty and wretchedness of the
workingman originate in a system
which gives the highest awards to those
who are not working. The man who
lives on interest is not working. The
‘man who lives on rent is not working.
The man who does not do a lick of in-

. tellectual or manual labor on a railroad,

he mdl

Comsxes puowN |

will go down before porcine aristocrats,
y monopolists and swagbelly politi-
s, but the people are thinking; they
coming to see, and - ¢

¢ day, by laws as fixed and fair

As guide the planets in their sweep,

Th* children of each outcast heir

|~ The harvest-fruits of Time shall reap.

- Time will destroy all your speculations
of profit in human industry and confirm
the “wild and woolly"” notions of many

| a simple Socialist whom you affect to

despise.  True democracy—political and
educational—carries us inevitably for-
ward to the co-operative commonwealth.
Time often flies too swiftly to be marked
and in its flight shows slight regard for
our fictions of opinion. At the begin-
ning of this century human beings were
sold with oxen in the streets of St.
Petersburg, and buyer and bought
thought' it was a fixed and pérmanent
order of the universe. Today the press,
though secret and hunted by the police,
has splintered the auction block, and
the czar has to reckon nof so much with
brute force and dynamite as with the
truths and logic of Socialism. Socialism
civilizes the world by degrees in advance
of its final triumph. It was the seer,
Emerson, who said five vears before
black siavery was abolished that it would
not be done in the next generation.
When you speculate 6n what time will
do, don’t be so sure. Nothing is fixed.

SOCIALIST FLASHLIGHT
TURNED ON CURRENT
~ IDEAS AND EVENTS

Admitting for the moment (what is
not true) that there is employment for
all men who want it, what kind of em-
ployment is it? When a man has found
work under capitalism, what has he
really done? He has simply placed him-
self in a position where he can procure
a small part of what he produces merely
to sustain life. . But even the opportunity
to sustain life involves the transforming
of all the energy he acquires from his
pittance of a wage into more surplus
which the capitalist appropriates. Mean-
while the preacher tells him to Jove his
fellow-men, in the hope of a blessed fu-
ture beyond the grave—right at the
time, too, wheu h's stomach is empty
and his employer’s is full, and when his
torn and tattered coat prevents him at-
tending “divine” service to see his well-
groomed master “'in the midst of them.”

Have you ever thought what a real
comfort the machine must be to the cap-
itaJist employer who owns it? The ma-
chine was never known to join a ynion,
or ask for a day off, or go on a spree or
go to sleep, or grow weary, or organize
a strike, or babble about its ‘‘rights,”
or be moved by “sympathy.” It never
“dreams,” is always active, industrious
and obedient. There is only one draw-
back, one source of annoyance to the
capitalist, and that is that while there
are machines, there are also human be:
ings with stomachs to feed, backs to
clothe and heads to shelter. What a
paradise for capitalists this would be
were there no-stomachs! Would it?

Did you notice how the Cuban scandal
and embezzlement had been smothered
by the McKinley administration? Do
you know why? The criminals (friends
of Hanna), it is said, have been “ex-
posed,” and there it ends. “Thou shalt
not steal” is understood nowadays to
apply to the poor man who is hungry,
has no money, can’t find work and takes
bread to sustain life; it has no applica-
tion to the rich who take advantage of
a system which permits them to separate
the laborer from the means of gaining a
living and takes from him three-fourths
of what he produces, when employed,
under an iniquitous wage system. Law
is not for the Neelys and Rathbones,
who “stand in"” with the Hannas and
McKinleys.

The taxed man raises corn, the taxing
man raises corruption; the taxed man
raises wheat, the taxing man raises war;
the taxed man raises potatoes, the tax-
ing .man raises perquistes; the taxed
man raises hogs, the taxing man raises
hell; the taxed man raises sheép, the
taxing man uses the “sheep’’; the taxed
man improves the land, the taxing man
is ruining the land. Hurrah for McKin-
ley and the "best government on earth!”

vironment for the millions of the world’s
workers that breeds disease and cul-
minates in death. Its apologetic writers,
looking at surface -manifestations only,
lay the blame of individual failure, men-

| tal deformity or immorality upon the

suffering victims themselves. They are
wholly unmindful of the fact that the

s chiefly responsible for the
d misery in the world.

An advertiser in one of the city daily
wants “clerks for the country,”
rood penmen and “able to

g

living,” at low wages. This

ing opportunity for young
nates des‘rous of rising in
ent; of‘»ygrk hard living
u il

con-

Modern capitalism has created an en-
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If the young man with small capital
undertakes to invest it for “profit,” the
chances are as ten to one against him.

- His own experience, tact, judgment and

small resources are not equal to the
struggle, and, in spite of his best efforts;
his small capital is soon absorbed in the
larger one of the capitalist class. This

process goes on without intermission,’

and the people of small means are disap-
pearing wherever the capitalist system
holds sway. s :

I

.Wages are in large degree measured
by the necessities of the employing capi-
talist. If it is necessary for an employ-
ing capitalist to maintain his reputation
as a philanthropist, he cuts down wages;
if necessity obliges him to invest more
capital to secure more profits, he cuts
down wages. The wants and privations
of the workingmen—well, they don't
count. '

None understand better than Social-
ists the need of capital to promote hu-

man existence and carry on production:

And none have as clear a comprehension

of the waste of capital under capitalism

No Socialist, dead or

as Socialists.
or favored the

alive, ever advocated
destruction of capital.

The ‘“‘union” convention of Pennsyl-
vania, called by the S. L. P. (with the as-
sistance, of a paper called Public Owner-
ship) consisted of seventy-one S. L. P.'s
and the editor of P. O, Small game
that, after the expenditure of so vast
an amount of ammunition.

Your power in the state, Mr. Dollara-
day, is measured by a single vote. DBut
the power of the Standard Oil company
in the state is measured by two hundred
million dollars. Not till you throw your
vote with the Social'sts will your power
count against the other. -

The poor are equally entitled to. the
protection of law with the rich; but the
rich make the laws, ‘and laws that the
rich make mever protected the poor. To
haye a title to protection and be subject
to plunder is to be a slave to a de-
lusion.

In his first inaugural address McKin-
ley said: “Legislation helpful -to’ pro-
ducers’ is beneficial to all.” But'in all
the legislation enacted since he became
president, not a single measure has
helped the producers.

Four years ago the wage slaves voted
to protect the capitalists; now they are
.asked to do it again. Every vote cast
for a party not opposed to the present
system is a vote for capitalists.

The remorseless logic of Karl Marx
was directed, not against capital, but
against capital jprivately employed as an
instrumont to exploit and rule the fabor-
er who creates capital.

Every’' workingman who - would
rather build homes {or other men to own
and get rent for than te build for him-
self, will vote the Republican or Demo-
cratic ticket.

The:man who works for wages works
for the boss who pays the wages and is
a slave; most of the results of the s'ave's
work necessarily goes to the boss.

SELF INTEREST

“Oh, you can’t change human 'na-
ture,” is so frequently used in arguments
in opposition to socialistic principlos
Human nature is as unchangeable as
the fixed laws that govern the universz.
It is pointed out that human nature has
never changed, but that conditions and
environments have and are constantly
changing; sclf-interest is the incentive
of all action and. evolution through
which society has and does pass.

History gives us accounts of the war-

fare of barbarians and the method of:

‘treatment of their captives, by being cut
up and consumed; following the instinct
‘of self-interest brought out by the strug-
‘gle for existence, as cannibalism was
then ‘highly moral. As these tribes be-
came more numerous and moré intelli-
gent and had to depend on the ground
for subsistence, they found out that their
prisoners could furnish more subsis:-
ence by letting them work the land, in-
stead of eating their flesh.

Had human nature changed by doing
this?
had changed and they were simply fol-
lowing the incentive “self-interest.” The
prisoners were not asked to tonsent to
this change, but the better condition pro-
duced by the captives’ labor and produce
and so in following their self-interest,
cannibalism became immoral, slavery
and serfdom highly moral. o

Neaxt in line ih evolution we come to
the feudal lords who claimed the land

and every one living on it. ‘Had hu.
' man nature changed and mankind be-

come more humane? Not at all; the

economic system had once more chang--
ed; the possessing classes, the feudal

lords, acting in self-interest, demanded
that production should be carried on in
their interest by the people being tied
to the land, so that land slavery was
‘highly moral, and the ;

Not at all, the economic system |

other two im-

commercial class, the forerunner of our
capitalistic class. These traders handled
the product of the free workers and be-
‘gan to extend the existing markets, és-

tablished factories on a small scale, in-

ducing the workers to co-operate with
them to widen the scale, placed the
workers in districts, thereby opening the
way to individual production, Soon they
began to work for the downiall of feu-
dalism. St

Did they feel sorry for the serf and
his condition? - Not much; the 'main
factor in this change, the serf, was not
asked at all, the rising capitalist.c class
was simply follawing as its predecessors
havé done,. its scli-interest. Competi-
tion was then looked upon and enconr-
aged as the life of trade, only a free
worker would be us¢ful for that pur-
pose, work for the cost of production
and not ‘be dependént on its masier:

| when production ceases. The only way

in which this point could beé gained was
through the abolition of the feudal sys-
tem, under which the laborer was at-
tached to the land. Finally capital suc-
ceeded in overthrowing this system, and
in its place was introduced the last stage
of slavery for the working class. The
incentive of action, self-interest, must in
the final struggle énd in the interest of
the working class.

Thus has the evolution of society
changed in the ‘past, not human nature;
morals had nothing, to do with it; all

advancemént was in spite of the then |

existing moruls, but steadfastly clung to
its self-interest, and all the progress that
has been made up till new is selfish
progress.  In none of these changes or
evolutions of society, those most inter-
ested, the captives, slave or serf, have
not been asked to consent, but the rul-
ing or exploiting class in each case sim-
ply following its seli-interest, and this
has caused a new organization of so-
Ticty.

Through all these evolutions there has
been a hard struggle to rule between the
classes. Fach system contained within
itsell the germs of the system' which
would supersede it or destroy it as soon
as the time was ripe. i

With the commencement of the capi-
talistic system, the strugele has been
narrowed down to the possessing and
exploiting class. It is the final struzgle
and when finished once will usher in a
system that will be just and egiuitable.
The capitalistic-or ruling class does not
contain the germ of any new exploiting
class.  Human nature has not yet
changed, self-interest is the incentive to
susher in the new society.

In the economic field stands the trades
unions, not yet intelligent enough in
their class interest, 'but fighting along
the line of seli-interest, 'as the strikes
in the different lines of employment in-
dicate. Sooner or later this siruggle wilt
make them conscious of their interest,
and this interest.is in the political field
of Socialism, following the line' of self-
interest, doing as their exploiters are
now doing, control the political fielil.
The leaders of the old parties fear this
new party because it is world wide, the
potentates of Europe fear and hate it,
as they see their downfall in iis ascend-
ency. The entire laboring world will
be forced into the ranks of Socialists,
simply through self-interest; when this
is accomplished, the present system will
be .overthrown and the 'co-operative
commonwealth establislied.

Se'f-interest- of ‘the worker dictates
that work can and shall be had if want-
ed, and to receive the full social value
for it; this can not be had now, as the
capitalist is the legal owner of the means
of production and d stribution, his seli’
interest is opposed to that of the- la-
borer. The next great change or evolu-
[tion in society will come about simply
because human natyre doés not change,
but that its incenw¥e,.self-interest,. will
change the present system. Socialists
do not propose to change human nature,
they simply point out that conditions
and environments have been and can be
changed, and that self-interest will and
has changed them in the past.

H. H. Meyer.

J1CK POTTS’ OBSERVATIONS

A Statemont of Facls By a sﬂcillisl_Workingﬁlm
Whichi Appeals fo His Class.

I insist'that you men who work shall
resid these lines, and read them carefully.
Some of the statisics have been printed
before in The Herald, but maybe you
didn’t pay much-attention to them.

Whom do you consider your friends—
the men and women who give their lives
and nearly all they have to the building
up of a real brotherhood, or the rapa-
cious, selfish horde who sacrifice you in-
stead of themselves? Read Kropotkin's
passionate “Appeal to the Young,” and
then tell me if you can be a hog or
vote for the hoes: And in order to clear
your mind read the following figures and
see if they mean anything to you:

uicides—In 1835, 978; in 1895, 5,

759. 4 e :
Murders—In 1885, 1,808; in 1895,
10,500. ' - § i J i B

than the population
1 i s :

~ Wealth per capita
1800, $974. i

Insanity increased 5oper cent faster "
i i

$55.50!  Who. gained what yoy
Lsgoio  Wealth of non-wqriefg
capita in 1850, $1,293; in 1890,
The non-workers gained $6,792 per:
ita. Figure out, if you can, where
perity comes in for you. i
* Remember now, the college fell
admit that the people who work bear
the burden of taxation. The workers
are in the majority. - The business of
‘government should be, to care for the
interests. of the. majority. Does oyr
government do this? No. Then what
do you think of the college fellows..
‘McKinley and Bryan and all their apolo-
gists and “promoters”"—who ask you to
vote their tickets and thereby “save the .
country”—for them? Some time ago ]
asked a first-class lawyer if the Social.
ist's argument could be refuted, and'he =
promptly replied: “No.” And he js
a Bryan man! Then the college fellows,
knowing these things, must be knaves,
They certainly are not fools. Both the -
old -party propositions are as full of
holes as a sieve, because they pretend
that they will make us all prosperous
and yet retain the present throat-cutting,
competitive industrial plan.  The So-
cialist’s plan is as sound as the much-
chased and adored doliar, betause he
wants to supplant competition with co-
operation. You are in ‘the majority,
Vote for what YOU want, not for what
the capitalist confidence men want,
X Ok x

1 was talking to my friend Bill, the
molder; the other day. (You know 1
work for my living, too.) He said he
was really a “Socialist at heart,” but
thought he would vote for Bryan, “Bill,”
said T to him, “you are going to make a
monkey of yourself,” and I showed him
why. And now he swears he will vote
for Debs this fall!

*

«And Mr. Workingman, ‘there is an-
other thing I want you to notice: Short-
ly after men turn Socialists they gen--
erally begin to be as big fools as I am -
about working for the cause. They in-
duce their friends to subscribe for So-
cialist papers. ‘They spend their own
money for Socialist literature’ and for
postage to mail it to their friends. They
are as enthusiastic as camp-meeting: ex-
horters, day and night, everywhere,
Many of these enthusiasts ' are hard-
working men, and they are not running
for office, either, There is “‘nothing in .
it" for them. Isn’t that peculiar? Why
do thiey do it? They have scen a little
of the light, that's why! Let me know
if you see any disinterested workingman
daging such work for either of the.old
parties this year. | = i

Mr. Workingman, come in out of the
wet! The o'dsparty schemers are your
friends for.revenue only. S

* * * f

Oh, the Commercial Instinct is a fine
thing! This rampant, rambunctious
“incentive” of mankind is illisstrated by .
thg story of Oscar Bock, fourth officer
of the Saale, one of the vessels destroyed
at Hoboken a few days ago:

“T called  to the tugs, ‘Save mel
‘How much?' they asked. ‘I have no
money.” ‘Then you might as ‘well be
dead,” they said, laughing, and turned
away.” ’ £yl

The Chicago Evening’ Post of July 3,
in an article commenting on Bock's
story and other similar ones, affected to
be surprised and shocked—as though
our unholy competitive scheme
could breed aught but peace and purity
and unselfishness!—and ended as fol-
lows “If the stories were true our whole * |
social system, with its religion and mor-
ality, would hayve to be pronounced-a -
hollow mockery.” i

Dear editorial = boy, ‘right now our
boasted civilization, with its alleged re-
ligion, is a mighty close imitation of a -
“hollow mockery”! ‘A few more years
of “cconomics withouit ethics” will put = =
us up against the “real thing.” Hurrah
for the McHanna and - Rockefeller era
of rotten national conscience! Hurrah
for ‘an age when seculer ‘and religious
educators smother their consciences and.
fawn, evade, equivocate and try to poul-
tice an industrial system covered with
virulent ulcers! Hurrah for the hypo-
critical or pathetically ignorant who
prate of ‘‘charity”! Hurrah, in short,
for an international civilization generally
insane from worship of the “Goddess of
Getting-On”! May all the unseen forces
that impel the cause of truth expand the
minds, strengthen the hearts and steady
the nerves of the few heroic souls who
today, in the midst of this vast hypocrisy
and greed, are raising their voices 1
protest against industrial slavery. .I
would rather my name were Kropotkin,
Bakounin, Debs or Besant than, M

Kinley!
i JACK POTTS

| NATIONAL CAMPAIGN

H. H. Meyer, Soldiers’ Home
Al l:!sré:n. Jacksonville.....
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erald goes to press news
erre Hate of the nomin- | Th
Social Democratic county |

- will appear next week.
Socialists in Colorado and

; izer are requested to - corre-
d with W. G. Henry, Ouray, Colo.

th Braintree, Mass., June 29,
nous vote was passed indorsing
B. and ‘maintaining its stand

@gch!atlc. :
nemee Herald of Omemee, N.

emocratic party and the national
The Herald is $1-per year, man-
ph W. Simpkins.
lowing State Exceutive Com-
vas chosen at the Texas Social
c convention: W, E. Farmer,
ddens, Dan Bruce, Karl Fuigle
: les Trotter. The convention
mated Comrade Rhodes for gov-
nd indorscd the Indianapolis
and ticket. @
ave the pleasure of calling at-
to a grand picnic arrangea for
nday, July 15, at Paradies’ Gar-
by Union No. 15 of the Internation-
garmakers. The place is one block
‘Sharpshooters’ Park at Melrose
and Oakley avenue, and we be-
for the occasion a large atten-

Branch No. 20, New York City,
ursday, July 5, at 2766 Third
Twelve members were present

new members were admitted.
nch decided to carry on a vigor-
itation and to distribute The Her-
nd the Appeal to Reason. All So-
Democrats in Bronx Borough are
that this branch meets at the
address twice a month. The next
g will be on Thursday, July 19,
Comrade James' Allman  will

NEW BRANCHES

ginaw, Mich. (2).
v York City.
ipple Creek, Colo.
ville, Texas.
nton, Towa.

'NEW JERSEY CONVENTION i

‘The state convention of the Sotial
cratic party will be held at Lyric
5 Plane street, Newark, N. J,,
ich time members of the S. L. P.
ss'st under the name of the S. D.
All members should attend the above

tion. -
E. C. Wind, Sec. of S. C,
ashington street, Newark, N. J.

following resolutions were adopt-
e meeting of the State Commit-

held on the above date at New-
jon 1. Our committees hereby
that we are in favor of urited ac-
the coming campaign-under the
f.Social Democratic Party, and
convention to be called upon the
g basis of representation, each
h'to elect as many delegates as
ible and that no proxy to be recog-

2. 'At the above named conven-
didates for Eugene V. Debs and
iman electors and governor and
candidates for state officers to be
this fall shall be nominated.
3. The campaign for the elec-
the candidates so nominated shall
the hands of a committee to be
by the state convention. i
4. This campaign committee
made up of an equal number of
cial Labor Party and of the Social
mocratic Party, :
¢, 5. Not later than one week pre-
to the convention .the officers of
te committee shall furnish the
state committee with a list of local
es, with location, number of mem-
and names of at least two offi-

, N. J., Saturday, July 14, at

G. H. Strobelt,
Chairman of Conference.
" J. C. Weigel,
Sec. of the S. L. P.

E. C. Wind,

OWA STATE CONVENTION
of Towa is hereby called to

.

desiring the services of speaker

ial meeting of Branch 46,'S..

come out in support of the So-

Saturday, June 30, 1900, at a con-

. The convention to be held at

wention of the Social Demo-
ty of Oskaloosa on Friday,

branch or section, and the ~members
present from such branch or section
will be permitted.to cast the full vote
of the membership of said organization.
Je convention will assemble at 10
(O'clock a, m, and in addition to such
other matters as may properly come be-
fore that body will transact the follow-
ing business : i

1. The nomination of a full state and
electoral ticket.

2. The nomination in district
causes, so far
congress. . ‘ i

3. The formation of a permanent or-
ganization of Iowa Socialists. i

(Signed) A. W: Ricker,

{ Staté Organizer.

as poss.ble, candidates for

 SOCIAL DEMOCRATS’ PICNIC

" The value of the annual picnic to the
cause of Socialism was clearly demon-
 strated on the 4th of July, when over
a thousand men, women and children
gathered for a ‘day's outing at Berg-
mann’s Grove, on the Desplaines river
and, despite the hot

1

weather, enjoyed

themselves so thoroughly that before re-

turning home there was much support
given the suggestion that another pic-
nic be lield in a few weeks, As early
as 8:30 in the morning comrades with
their families and’ friends began to ar-
rive on the ground, and every train on
the Suburban electric, about thirty min-
utes apart, brought its complement ot
Social Democrats, until by the middle
of the afternoon not less than a thou-
sand had joined in the merry-making
crowd. Many new faces were seen, and
the interest manifested in the discus-

sions which were going on throughout.

the day on Socialism was not the least
pleasant and satisfactory feature of the
occasion. Qf course, there were re-
freshments in abundance, and of all
kinds, so that everybody partook of the
good things provided according to in-
dividual preference. The dancing plat-
form was occupied most of the day by
a merry crowd of young people, and
when they were not dancing the sur-
rounding woods and river bank had at-
tractions for them. !

Among these present and  heartily
welcomed  was. Comrade Herman C.
Perry of Spring Valley, Social Demo-
cratic candidate for governor. At 3
o'clock in the afternoon Comrade Perry
spoke to the people from the band stand
and made a very good impression. He
is a pleasing and convincing speaker.
Comrades Svoboda and Koop also made
short addresses.

“One of the most important events of
the day was the organization of a Social
Democratic Women's Club, A large
company of women assembled at 4
o'clock, and after a free discussion, in
which many took part, thirty of their
number signified their readiness to join
the club. * In this connection notice is
given that a meeting will be held Friday
afternoon, July 20, at the Socialist Club
Rooms, 1541 {entral boulevard, for the
purpose of perfecting the organization
and arranging a program of active work.
Weather permitting, this meeting will
be held on the beautiful lawn at the
above address, To reach the place, take
the Lake street elevated to Homan ave-
nue station, walk one block west to St.
Louis avenue, then north to Central
boulevard. ¢

It is believed that the central commig-
tee will clear a handsome sum on the
picnic, but as returns on ticket sales are
not all in, nothing definite is yet known.
Comrades who have sold tickets are re-
quested to report at once.

-

BROOKLYN MOVES TO AMEND

At a regular meeting of Branch 5,
Brooklyn, the following amendments to
the constitution were adopted to be
recommended to the members of the
party: ; g : :

Prop. 2 of Sec. 2. That N. E. B. con-
sists of five résident members, and one
delegation from each organized state.

Sec. 13. That every two years a na-
tional convention be held.

. Sec. 14. That a referendum vote may
be called for by five branches. :

Sec. 30. That the N. E. B. cannot
suspend any branch before the decision
of the vote is known.

Sec. 33. That a member  under
charges, not being satisfied with the de-
cision of the branch or the N. E. B., may

at the request of five branches have the
‘question submitted to the membership.

s Eece D P | for their vote,
 Sec. of the 5. D. P. '}

S. Pressman,
Secretary.

NEBRASKA CONVENTION
The Social Democratic party conven-
tion of Nebraska, at Lincoln, July 4,
 passed the following resolution‘: i
‘Whereas, We, the Socialists of Ne-

| braska, in convention assembled, at Lin-
| coln, Nebraska, July 4. 1900, do deem

proper the action of the National Ex-

| ecutive Board in the matter of the un-

Jion of the S. D. P. and the S.L.P,
Resolved, That we hereby
ion o!

endorse the

ind instruct the
esolution t

cau- |

e National Executive Board,

| position, parti
el

/structions given the

County, Illinois, July 13,

In accordance with the action of the
City Central Committee of the Social
Democratic party, at its regular meet-
ing, Wednesday, June 27, and: the in-
undersigned, a
county convention of the Social Demo-
cratic party of Cook County, Illinois,
is hereby-called to assemble at Bohem-
ian Turner Hall, 825 So. Ashland, near
Eighteenth street, Chicago, at 10
o'clock a. m., on Sunday, July 15,.1909,
for the purpose of nominating candi-
dates for the various county offices and
the transaction of all other husiness that
may properly come before jt.

The representation at said conven- |
tion will be by delegates chosen as fol-
lows: !

IYirst. Each branch shall be entitled

‘to as many representatives as there are

individual members in good standing,
and each representative shall* be en-
titled to one (1) vote,for each member.
whose name is signed to his credential ;
and provided, further, that no member
shall sign his name to more than one
credential, ;

Second. Brariches not sending - their
own'representatives may select those of
other branches, in the county to repre-
sent them ; provided that in-each case
the representative shall hold the proper
credential with the signature of mem-
bers attached as herein provided.

Third, No member shall be qualified
10 serve as representative who has not
been a member of the party at least
thirty (30) days prior to the opening day
of the ¢onvention.

Fourth. All signatures of members
attached to credentials, as-hereln pro-
vided, shall be certified to by the chair-
man or secretary of their  respective
branches. M. Holsinger,

Charles Tyl,
Jacob Winnen,

June 30, 1900. Committee.

WHY PAY DUES?

To some of our comrades the pay-
ment of $1 a year dudsto a political
party is strange and repugnant.  This
feature is only peculiar, however, to
those who fail to understand the move-
ment and-its political aspect.

Capitalism is here in all its power,
sanctified by the past and glorified by
the present.  Throughout the hour, day
and year its praises are sung by: the
united press, pulpit and literature, joined
with prejudice and passion.

When election “time comes the prole-
tariat is “jollied”; he becomes a “'sover-
cign citizen,” “veting King,”. “'the only
pebble.”” To flaiter, fool.and beer him
thie capitalist class put up. Hanna, Van-
derbilt, Goelet, Quay, Depew and other
workingmen assume all the “white man's
burdens” in the Republican camp, while
Senator Clark, Belmont, Croker, Hill,
Stuenenberg (governor of ldaho) and
Jones will find the “grease” for the
Democratic party. Of coursé, it is kind
of them not to ask the fat, high-priced
and prosperous laborer to raise thei
campaign fund. We should appreciate
H A

The national campaign funds of the
capitalist class will run into the millions;
they wiil furnish the “soap.” You prole-
tarians can join them  freely without
price, ol

From the wealth you create they will
pay for the music and torch lights, and
for the injunctions, jails and cold steel.

Some proletarians would be fres, vet
pause and grow cold at the dues of a
dollar per year. i ‘

Without a national organization at
present, how could a comparatively dis-
organized state systematically organize
nationally ? .

Our party must continue its work and
campaign irom’ day to day and year to
year. To simply “line up with the boys
with vocal and instrumental breeze just
before clection is useless and teaches no
principles of class solidarity.

‘Since the inception of our party nearly
one million copies of The Herald have
been circulated, and over 50,000 leaflets,
books, etc., and over 38,000 letters h:_xvc
been sent out to encourage organ zation
and build up the Social Democratic
party. ;

-If 2 member should divide $3 annually
and equally between the national, state
and county organizations, in ten years
it would amount to only $30, and sup-
pose such effort only resulted in an 'old
age pension as small as that in  New
Zealand, it would be an ample return for .
the expenditure, basing it upon the most
sordid premises. Sl

The cry “no dues, no Herald!” at this
time is a disguised plea for disorganiza-
tion. £

|

BADGER STATE PROGRESS -
Milwaukee, July 3.—The Social Dem-
ocrats of Wisconsin have chosen Ferdi-
nand W. Rehfeld as state organizer, and
he will leave Milwaukee during the pres-
ent week for his initial'trip. Thus far
his route has not been made out, but it
will 'embrace some. of the towns and
cities that have been clamoring loudest
for organization. 'Comrad.e'Rehfeld has
a good presence, is a pleasmg[tajll.ccr and
has capacity for hard work. He is suffi-
ciently conversant with the German lan-

guage to meet the requirements
ition, particularly in a state

LOCAL BRANCHES

Notices of Branch Meotings Inserted for
25 Ceuls per Moath

z

CALIFORNIA i
Liberty Branch, Sun Fruncisco, holds public
meetings every Sunday and \Wednesday even-
ings, g at 8. Ad ! free.
Business meetligs (for members) every Thurs-
day evening. i

Member<hip Social Democrutic Herald free to each
membur, 23 conts per mouth,

"m:y o the secretary, doln C. Wesley, 117 Turk
Branch' No. 1, Los Angeles, theets evel

Sun-’
day afternoon at 3 o'clock wt Woudmen's Hall 12%
SpriogSt. J. Fraue, 1w Daytoa Ave., Secretury, &

Brauch No. 6, Alsmeds, Califoruis, tolds free public
mastiugs overy %l aud din Sunday, 8 p. m. at Foresters'
Hall, cor Park St aud Santa Clars Ave. Husiness nod

lugational mectiugs (for membears) 1=t amad Srd Mon-
day~ 5 p m, at 248 Encinal Ave. AL Crocket,
Bocretary, 161y Wainut St:

. COLORADO ~ ; »

Br_nnrgr No. 1, Deavar, me, tsevery Bunday at$:00 p. m:
at 1715 Catiforuis Ave., Clins. M. Davyis, Secretary, 1629
1ith Street, - ;

Brauch No. 3, Goldfield, meets every Sunday at 7:30
p. m., at City Hail. Clas. La Camp, chtvuu’.

CONNECTICUT. | i

The Connecticot State Comiuittes meets the last
Sunday of eaca mousth at Turu Hall, Rockville. L.
Beblal, Secretary.

Branenh No. g, New Huven, meets overy Wednerday
oveuing AL S pom. At Aurors Halle C Volmer, dee.

rauch No. d{.‘ Kuculzuls‘s. Couu., meets n\xu aud third
urn Hall meetiog room, Vi
Richard Niwderwerfor, qu: . M stonet;
ILLINOIS,

Meetings of Chicugu Central Committee held
regulurly second and fourth Wednesddys  of
::Ach gmmh al Dr. J. H. Greer's office, 52 Dear-

wrn | B .

Branch No, 1, Chicago, meets every Wednesday
evening. Thomas Kirwin, Secretary, 2504 Went-
worth Ave,

leancl’n .;«o. zh(Bohnmlnn).
ond. and fourth Sundays at 2 p. m. at Nagl's
Hall, 5% Blue Islund X\'e. Vaclav Jellnek‘. Bt-c-
cretary, 806 Blue Island Ave. 3

Hrauch No 3 (Bolnian), Chicago, meets second and
fourth Mondays &t 8 pan {u Dauder's place, 1080 W.
Idtn placs. Josepl Dunder, Secretary, 3

Brauch No, », o, ety second aod foarth Sua-
days of sach mouts at Andr. Muzik's, 4 String St,
Paul Chlapecka, Sacretury, $ob RRubie St
. Branch No. 6 (German), Chicugo, meets every
first Suturday each month at ¥ o'clock at Nagl's
Hall, 535 Blue I#iund Ave, near 1sith St wAlbin
Gelsler, Secretury, 726 W. 2mh St 4

Brauch Nu. & (Batemian) Chicago, meets second aud
tourih Saaduy, 809 0. ., at 502 Ling Strest. J. A.
Ambeog, Secratary, 4440 Wood Street,

HBrancu No. ¥, Ulicago, meats at 1148 W. &ird st first
aud third Sundinys at ¥ p,om.  Roswell H. Juhuson,
Secretary, 832 K. 5ich St. .

INDIANA,

' Branch No. 6, Indiunapolls, meets first Satur-
day evening and third Sunday afternoon of each
moenth at Reichweln's Hall, ‘corner Market and
Nuble Sta,

Thursdays at
Bocretary,

Chicago, meets sec-

10wWaA,

Braonch No. 2, Hitemuu, mests every fourth Friday i
the moith ut opsra ouse. 3. B. J Altuesou, chnirma
Jumes Fishor, orgauize: ; “ph Schollucut. sscrptar

KENTUURKY

Branch N 4, Bellevue, wieots 1s il
2o sud 2k a4 Wedu suny at
Farnaid ave,
all

Jred Sunday, at
8 pomyg w91
o We Wikl abin 10 tabe it thivtestiug fur
Houry Listerman, Sec. L2 Fyuote ave,
MAKY LAND, A
Branch No, 1, HBattunore, meets every Sunday
4t 3 p.om. ut Carpenter's Hall, 50 B, Baltimore
St Publie ‘Invited.
Braoch No. 2, B dtimore, meots every Taesduy at 8 p.
m . at Wanzel's Hotel, 325 W. Cumidon =t Gad mpueec live .
Publie invited.  Loviu T. Joues, Secrotury, w3l W.

HBarre st.
MASSVCHUSETTS.

The Massachusetls Stule Commitiee meets the
frst Suturday of eaxch month Al T4 Washington
St,, Boston. Al dues and munieys Intended (o1
the State Conunltice should be sent o the
Branclal seeretury, A McDonuld, 1o \WV. Spring
feld S,  Boston All other  currespundence
should be addressed 1o the Cor responding Sec
;emry, Margarer Hulle, i Glenwoud St, Rox

ury.

Lranch No, 2 Holyoke, meets second
fourth -Mondays o viuch month.at Springdals
Taroar Hall,  Gas. Geisler, Orgeuizer, 557 8

Hruneh No. b, Ly nu. permanent
T Muiroe St Business meetiog ever
at indsn Open bhogse,
Sec., 424 Essox St

Brauch No. 9, Brocktow, meets Friday vights st § P
m. for cusiuess wt Sociabist Hall, Clat ks bl k, cor-
wer Main and Ce o, Every comiade s wx et
A0 nttend one amuouth,  Mrs, Aunis Bosworth,
Secretary, 51t st

Biranch No. 15, East Boston, meets every Mon
day at 8 p. m. at ¥ Chelses St Miss Jenny
Segal, Secretary, ¥ Chelsea Si,

Hranch No, 15, Newbury port, meets the second
Moailay of each mounth, at Last o' Hall, 37 Pleasant
St Uotl Consanil. Secroary, 16 Colliusat, A L. bip-
Mutrimn - St .

B vo 20, Roxbury, Mars., mests st 24 Warren
add b rcaays Of eVery moutie . Poblic lovited
ranch No, 31, Clivlsea, ‘permanent he Tl UG
ters, Room 2, Pustotlice Bullding.,  Open ever:
evening,  Husiness mectings every Thursday at
S p.om. Public invited, b
’ MICHIGAN

Branch No. 1, Battls Creen, Mich., meets 2nd and 4th
Sunday of euct monush, 8t 3 g at 16 W. Mun Sirveet,
iu the latenational Cougress Hall, Al srw cordiully
wvite 1 L. G Rogers, STeretary,

ana

mday night
Fublicwvied.” Harry Gotiwer,

e

tion in Milwaukee and some of the in-
terior cities, there is a plan afoot to se-
cure Comrade Ferdinand Svoboda of
Chicago to make a brief tour of the staté-
at an-carly date. :

Hereafter the Milwaukee central com-
mittee will meet on  the seécond and
‘fourth Mondays- of each month. The
first meeting under ‘the new rule will
take place next Monday, July 9. The
change was made so that the meet ng
weeks should not conflict with those of
the Federated Trades Council, whick
meets on the first and third Wednesdays
of the month,

The state convention will _he held
sometime next moriih, in all probability,
it being planned to wait as long as pos-
sible so as to give such new branches as
come into-existence through the efforts-
of the new organizer a chance to par-
ticipate. Jik

Wisconsin stands pat. The slanders
that the “purified” S. L. P. papers are
printing show us that it is the same old
S. L. P. after all. We are not averse to
political affiliation, but an organic union
5o long as the S. L. P. still holds to its
old stagnating, heresy-hunting and nar:
row habits of agitat.on would mean:
simply ' the turning over of the splendid
Social Democratic movement into the
control of men not at-all in sympathy
with its broadness, and put the Ameri-
can Socialist movement' back to where
At was when the S. L. P. was the anly
party and ruled despotically. Men who
!w,ere inclined to join the niovement
were repelled with slanderous treatment,
its spy system methods, etc. To show

the old "reign
comrades to read the scurrilous circul
just issued by an .‘;llegpd state uo:r[mnit;

that there is danger of getting back to |
of terror days” we ask the |
&
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£y and each section of the Social CONVENTION CALL V ' niilgrc i

or.party will be permitted as many | Of the Social Democratic Party of Cook “‘Pm'c n’chal extuic ifce ot Fred Geaomels
votes as there are members of the {

on Maiu Bt 'A: Kiupsbu, y, Becretary.
Bl MISSOURIL.

. 8t. Louls headquurters, Room 7, 22 N. ‘Fourth
Bt Address ull communications (o E. Val Put-
nam, Sccretury. For Information  concerning
ward branches, inqulre at the ubove address.
Branch - No. 7, Kansas City, meels every
Tuesday at 8 p. m. at 130 Union Ave, G. J.
Btorz, Secretary, 1330 W. 9tk Bt | =
MONTANA,
Branch No. 1, Butte, mests every Thursday, st 8 30
?. m., Eugineers' Hall, Owsley Block. G. Fraukel, Soc.
L E Pars 8troet. 5 .

Brauch No. 2 meets first and third Subdays of each

mouth at G. W, Wood's bome, Chico, Muut,
i NEW JERNEY

Braoch No. 1. Secretary, Michsel W. Schor, 87 Liv-

ingawu st. A » s

ruuch No. 5, Camden, N. J., mreets every ad Sunday
of the mouth. For particuinrs sddiess Paui Eberdiug,
1206 Kaighu's Avenuw:

Branch No. 3, (German) Newark, meets évery third
Satuiiuy, ut Iuteroation & Hall, 7 Bedford St Huus
Hartwig, Secretary, 7 Hedfora St i % ;

‘Branch No. 6 (German), Paterson, N, J.. meets

first aud thitd Mooduys » 8{.; m. at Heivetia
58 Vau Houten Si, Karl Linder, SBocretury, 2

“munda Bt $

NEW YORK,

TheCity Central Ag tation Commitiee of Greater New
York, meeis every socond . sday at 412 G street,
Windsor Hal, J’.m.,. Allman, Secretany, 32 suttolk st.
care of ** Forwand ' §

Eust Side “liranch, No. 1, New York, meets
every first and third Thursday at 112 Clinton
St. A, Guyer, Secretary, 148 Suffulk St

Branch No. 3, 24th Assembly Disiifet, meets
*ecand and fourth Wednesdays of the month at
1059 Second Av,, 01 the "Ceutial.”" - Henry Lang, Beore-
tary, 34 E 6nh St '

Branch No. i, West Side Branch, New York,
meets secord and fourth Tumdn;\"s uf every
month at headquarters, 188 W. $th St Elza-
beth H. Thomas, Secretary.

Branch No. 5 Hroak iyn, New York, meets every Sator-

"day ata pome, &t 56 Moure St. Visitom weleome,  Com- .

rades desiring to onganize shiowdd eon miubieate with

Secrvtary ol Pressmat, 190 Bosegam 81 g

 Beaneli No. 1Y, Now Yotk tueets every Friday, at 8 p.

m. 28 E Beondway.,  Lectures and discussions, Pu

licinvited,  Ocganizer, Josens Woiliam-, 56 Henry st.;

Soecretary, Aaroa N, Sadofs 210 Cl uton st. ! g
. Quio,

Branch No. 2, Cleveland, meets In Ohlsen's
Hull, 6 York St., second amd fourth Sundays at
3 p. m. Leciures, discussions, business meet-
Ings, first and third Fridays at u'r m

Hranch No. 8, Clevelund, mests first and third
Sundays {n each morth at § m in Ohlsen's
Hall, 65 York St. Lectures and discussions

Branch Noo & Civennatt, moets a0 Kl livn llulf
southwast coraer fth and Plum Ste, overy Sutday at 2
p. m. Lectures nud discussions. Vubiic wvited, Jos.
Jarin, Secrstary, 10 Uont Avenne.

Hrauch No. 5, Oayton, Otio, msets evers 24 and ith
Friday ovening iv Hall 27, Central Treaties Conueil
Block:  Everyone tnty rested in Socialisu invited, J,
'l; N’r:‘nw'«, Chuirman, W. Barriuger, Secretary, P, 0,

ox 204,

Brunch No. 8 Cincinnatl, meets every second
and fourth Saturday in Worktagmen's Hall; 1318
Walont St F. Hue ), Secretary, 184 Frintz St

Hranch No. 11, German, Co'umbus. Ed Grein-
er, Svcremr\y. N6 Mohawk S 5

PENNSYLVANIA,
_Branch No. 2, Erie, meets every Sonoday, 8 ?
K. of L. Hall, 116 State St Chinirman, Joseph
Suecretary, J. E. Porry, 110 Sassafrass St,

Branch No. 4. Pittsburg, meets evrr{ Thure-
day evening at 7:30 . m. at Funk Hall, 8 2%:h
and Josephine Sts. \W. Bohn Presidont, 244 Ad-
dizon 8t.J M. Lewls, Scervlary, 2315 Jane St

Braneh Now 4, Condersport.. Mooty every secand aond .
last Wednesilay of vach month on Ko of L. hall, Chas,
Kutspel, C wivman; L. H, Mor-e, Secretur , e, Code
togton, Tieasuryy, i »

Branch No. 5, Philadelyp hia, meets first Friday of
ael month—Ex wutive meats avers Sunday moro: ng—
st S, D Can Room< at428 8. Thind'Se, " O gonizer, -
A Galhis, 1000 8, Third S, SR Bl

Braach No. 10, Williun sport, meets every Randay
al @ poon nt 2 pon, ia So sl Labor ball, No. 6 East
B8 Go B Smith Ehaieman; Juo. Lyou, seCTelary,
A3 Secoud St Public invite

- WASHINGTON ‘

Branch No. 3, Tacoma,  Meets vvory Monday evening

at 8 p.om. 48 Lt Srreet, % i
» WISCONSIN, 8

Milwaukee Conteal Conynittoo, ¢ D, P, meste second
a . fuuni'h Mowday of the mouth at 1§ ewers? Hall,
son i heast corner Faurgio mud Chestunl six. L ?
S Bnel Noo 3, Mitwatihey, mets wt Kailer's Hall
Fuonrih Street, botween State upd Prairie, EVeEY secoud
and fourth Tharsda eveung, i

Braneh Noo 20 Milwauk- e meats every second
and fonrth Friday in Geatke's Hall, coruer Green Bay
sl Coucordin Ave, . h

Htranch Noo 3 Sheboygan, meets every fourth
Thursday of the month at Gusiay Burgerd's
Hull on Pennsylvania Ave.. R Schoen, Te-
tary-Treasurer, S, 121h 81 ' i

Ptrunch Noo 10 Milwsukes, meets' évery first
and third Friday each momth at Meller's Hall,
corner 2 and Hrown Sts.  Gearge  Moerschel,
Secrefary, Sl %ih 81 5 -

ranchk ) Y- Milwaukes meets every fourth
Friduy of the month at N Sieel's (0 woyth-
cast corver Or hurd St and 9th Ave. O: Wild 8 wre-
tury. '
I:mnrh' No. 12, Milwaukes - meets ‘every fAirst
and third Thursday of each month st Kesns” Hall, 21
and Conter Stst's pom,  Seorstary., Rudolpl Loesch-
mar, 1126 28 d St

Hra ch No 28
Wealnosdny of
Harbicht, See 1

m., at
Btain,

Milwankee, macts second avd fourth
wenth, &t 524 Clark sirect! | Henry
th Stieer, }

Tilne your card inservted in the
BIRANCH DIRECTORY, 25 Cents per
Month. It will help you in the work
in your loeality,

9007 & Snog

IF YOU SYMPATHIZE

WITH

TRADE UNIONS

You will enconrnge the sale
OF UNION-LABEL GOODS

If yon want Union Lubel Shoes o mund the sbove
Union Stamp.  No show i Unjon mide unless it hears
the Union Stamye. Noocharge or poyaity for the Union
Soamp. Visit your ~hoe gealer sl take e sxctses,
Send for Tntest Tt of factories,  Solseribe for “The
Uuioa Boot aud 3hoe Woerker,” L0 cin per year. 3

Boot and Shoe Workers Union,
; 620 Atlantic Ave,, Boston, Mass,

Now Ready! 135 Pages!
THE SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

RED BOOK

EoiTeD sy FREDERIC HEATH .
Printed on Plate Paper Handsomely Iliustrated

This is an annaal publication for Social D mocrats
who will find it indispensablo for mfwmneu'purpocu.
This first issng 18 of especial value bo suse of the his
torical character of its contents, Amovg the featares
mre:

A HISTORY OF SOCIALISM IN AMERICA
Covarine 70 puges. with portraits of Hobert Owen,
E:ionqc Cab t, Wilhelm Weitling, etc., eic,

ALBERT BRISIANE
The first American agitator, with portrait,

A TRIP TO GIRARD
I Wayfarer, with view of Appeal to Reason
office, LMY | A

EARL MAREX ON THE SINGLE TAX '

MACHINE vs. HAND LABOR
) %'nghd from gprernmeat rports by Isador
.

SHORTER PINCES i DO
LaborConflicts in 1599, Gronlnnd. Grant Allen.
Chronology for 1. Directors of Social i
crnts.  Socinlist  Controversies of @, The
“Guslden  Rale llum." Prof: Herrun's Case.
Social Democratic Platforms, Etc, S

BIOGRAFPHIFS OF m ENOWN SOCIAL

| DEMOCEATS. Twestyinall. .

il oy w R i 1

mavemsnt. down o the
refereuce. i
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Aliegiance Declared 1o the Social Democratic Party
and Full State Ticket Nominated. |
Governor of State,
. JOHN W. KELLY, Marion.
gy Lieutenant-Governor,
JOHN A. LOYD, Columbus.
i Secretary of State,
'ED. H. EVINGER, Terre Haute.
| Auditow of State,
WM. CROKE, Marion.
Treasure- of State,
HULSMAN, Indianapolis,
s . Attorney General,
C. Al THORNTON, Indianapolis.
! Reporter Supreme Court, ]
{ —. —. FEASIEUR, Alexandria.
gt State Statistician, .
WM. EHRENHARDT, Terre Haute.
Superintendent of Public Instruction,
" M. A, THORNDYKE, Marion.
Presidential Electors,
EDWARD MYERS, Marion,
JUDSON O'NEAL, Terre Haute.
. JOHN HUNDERMARK, Marion
CARNELIUS VAN STREIN, Muncie,
* B.G. SPENCER, Versailles.
J. C. SUTHERLAND, Evansville.
 J.A*MKEEN, Marion.
NEWTON HUFFINES, Evansville.
/ JOHN P. KIRKHAM, Sullivan.
- HARRY W. CRIPPS, Evansville.
JOHN P. THORNDYKE, Marion.
HUGO MILLER, Indianapolis.
JOHN A. SEVIER, Alexandria.
Electo-s-at-Large,
HERMAN STUEMPFLE,
« Terr= Haute.
W. A. KLAZER, Evansville, .

—

Indiana Social Uemocrats held their
first state convention on July 4 at Reich-
wein's hall, Indianapolis. A full state
ticket was chosen, wmostly coniposed of
workingmen. The usual display of
pomp, glory and =re tat always char-
acterize other political conventions was
conspicuous by its absence, and in its
place was a cool, clear-headed body of
men with determination stamped on
their features, which was a source of
inspiration to the delegates and unat-
tached Socialists who attendéd the con-
vention, ;

The convention was called to order by
Sylvester Kelliher of Indianapolis, who
gave a brief review of past and present
progress in the party and a forecast of
the future triumphs and victories which
it hopes to achieve. The convention
then got down to business by electing
a committee on credentials and one on
rules, after which a recess was taken un-
til the committees were ready to report.
The report of the committee on creden-
tials showed that twenty delegates were
present, representing  Indianapolis,
Evansville, Marion, Terre Haute and
Columbus, and unattached Socialists
were present from Elwood, Muncie and
Alexandria and several other points
The reports of the committees were then
adopted, after which Ed. H. Evinger of
Terre Haute was elected permanent
chairman and Charles Thornton of In-
dianapolis, secretary. The following
committees were then elected:

. Resolutions and = Platform—James
O’Neal of Terre Haute; Sylvester Kelli-
her and R. Grueling of Indianapolis.

Permanent Organization—John W.
Kelly of Marion, Thomas Catton and
Hugo Miller of Indianapolis.

Nominations—A. H. Rowley, Colum-
bus; J. W. Ruminer, Evansville, and
John P. Thorndyke of Marion.

The convention then adjourned to
meet at 2 p. m. Chairman Evinger
called the convention to order at 2
o'clock. Thé committees on resolutions
and platform reported the following
resolution and platform: :

We, the representatives of the Social
Democratic party in state convention
assembled, hereby indorse and ratify the
nomination of Eugene V. Debs and Job
Harriman for president and vice presi-
dent of the United States and declare
our allegiance to the Social Democratic
party.

i 7L

PLATFORM.

The Social- Democratic party of the
state of Indiana, in eonvention assem-
_bled, reaffirm the national platform
adopted at Indianapolis convention in
March, 1900, and declare our uncom-
promising adherence to the principles
of international Socalism.

We demand the enactment of a law
providing for the ownership and opera-
tion by the municipalities of all lighting,
heating plants and the means of trans-
portation and communication.

- We demand the direct employment of
labor by state and municipalities on all
public work and the employment of the
unemployed on state and municipal im-
provements, such as good roads, public
baths, etc.: |

We demand that adequate school fa-
cilities shall be furnished, such as suffi-
cient school room, trained teachers, free
school books, and food, clothing and
shelter whenever necessary.

We demand the enactment of a law
~ providing for the €ight-hour day on all
- state and municipal work. ;
. The report of the committee on per-
ma rganization was adopt

endment. Indiana

after
polis was

4

a slight au .
g\fosen as the seat of the execu. e board

"be.saviors of humanity

e i tead

figure of hands clasped around the globe
with the inscription: “Workingmen of:
all countries unite.”

The nominee .for governor, John W.
Kelly of Marion, has the distinction of

r

| being the first Socialist ever elected to

office in the state of Indiana. The “next
governor” was called upon for a speech,
and in a few well-chosen words thanked
the convention for honoring him with
the nomination, and said that he would
go into the state campaign with the
same purpose in view that prompted his
acceptance of the nomination for the
council of Marion, that is with the de-
termination to win. Speeches were then
heard from the various delegates, all of
whom spoke in an enthusiastic strain,
which showed a determination to roll up
a Socialist vote that would be a sur-
prise to the capitalist parties in this
state. ; i
STATE ORGANIZATION.

1. The state convention shall be held
every two years at such time and place
as the state executive board shall deter-
mine. - i

2. Such state convention shall select
the city where the state executive board
shall be located. t

The branches at the city elected
shall elect an executive board of five
member$ to compose the state executive
board, three of whom shall constitute a
quorum. :

4. The executive board shall have
supervision of the party organization,
and shall have power to provide such
rules, issue such orders and adopt such
measures as may be required to carry
out the objects of the organization.

' 5. To defray the expense of the party

within the state, each branch shall con-
tribute 5 cents from each member per
month to the executive board. *
" 6. Upon application of 5 per cent of
the membership within the state, the
executive board shall submit a referen-
dum vote to the various branches upon
any matter of interest to the members
within said state.

PASSING OF CAPITALISM AND
MISSION OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

By Isndor LadofT,

Why does capitalism, like a venomous
fungoid, flourish in our midst?  Why
did the greatest achievements of the
human genius in the conquests of dead
matter result in the actual return to bar-
barity? Simply because our philosophy
of life is way behind ourn progress in the
domain of purely material or industrial
activity.  Simply because the modern

_methods of production and distribution

of wealth are by far more advanced than
our ideals and conceptions about right
and wrong. Our methods of economic
activity are incorporating (although in-
completely) the progressive principle of
socialization, while our philosophy of
life, our moral ideals, remain still indi-
vidualistic or anarchistic. !

In this incongruity, in this contradic-
tion between our conceptions of human
inter-relations on one hand and actual
material conditions on the other, is con-
cealed the center of gravity of all social
problems of the day. This incongruity
and contradiction is felt instinctively by
everybody. Very few, however, have
the clear vision of the hidden causes of
those phenomena. Deep is the general:
unrest, broad is the general nervousness
of the people, obvious are the symptoms
ot our social abnormalities, absurdities
and crimes, but very few penetrate
through the mere surface of things.

* Dissatisfaction permeates every class

of the people, and many are the reme-
dies proposed and advocated by all kinds
of so-called reformers whose name is le-

gion. The middle class “reformers” of
the democratic-populistic-stamp, those
blind, leaders of the blind, preach reac-
tion, return to semi-medieval individual-
ism, as a means to escape the perplexi-
ties of our modern industrial conditions,

Their watchward is: “Backward, back:

ward, Don Rodrigo!” Another variety
of half-hearted, one-idea reformers try
to concentrate all their attention on

some single panacea, bound to save hu-’
manity in twenty-four hours after its in-
auguration. Such are the prohibition-
ists, single taxers, etc. All these would
) lack historic
sense and philosophic training of mind.
They are delightfully puerile in their
utopian faith in the miraculous power of
legislation on paper, and do not see the

forest, because stubbornly insisting on

looking on one tree only. They imagine
themselves to be Joshuas commanding
the sun of industrial evolution to stop
at the Gideon of dwarfed capitalism.

The Social Democracy has another
more sensible and cheering message for
humanity. Its watchword is: “Forward,
forward!” It recognizes the absurdity
of all the attempts to turn the wheel of
historical development backward, it con-
siders as insanec the advice to undo all
the marvelous achievements of science
applied to arts.. Social Democracy is
primarily an educational movement. Its
task consists in teaching people to con-

{ form their philosophy of life, their social

iideals and moral principles to the new
industrial conditions. The economic
_structure of our modern society is clear-
ly drifting towards the socialization of
industry, and Social Democracy is pre-
‘paring the people for this revolutionary
change. e time is near when the
ools of production and raw xnaterial1
will be turned over to the people en-
ion, when production

forget its revolutionary traditions and

There are now
of one..

will be carried on not for profit, but for |
consumption, when socialized produc-
tion will be carried on by society in the
interest of socicty ; in short, when socie-
ty at large will be the master of its own
in ¢conomic destiny. Such a revolution
in economic life demands a radical re-
vision and readjustment of our moral
conceptions; it demands a clear vision
of the drift of our time and a great deal
of enthusiasm in the cause of human
welfare. | This clearness of vision, this
enthusiasm and the gospel of a new sys-
tem of ethics Social Democracy brings
to the people.

The passing capitalistic era with its
profit system, with its zoological system
of compct?tion. with its eternal fluctua-
tions between supply and demand, with
its reckless speculation with ‘human
sweat and blood, with its brutal degra-
dation of manhood and womanhood,
with its flagrant injustice and absurdi-
ties, did not fall from heaven (or, rather,
hell) ihtoa community of innocent and
reasoning beings. Capitalism is the prod-
uct of our ewn irrationality and pervert-
ed sense of right or wrong. Capitalism
is passing in the measure as we are out-
growing it morally and mentally. The
mission of Social Democracy is to help
and hasten our mental and moral growth
into a higher, better, nobler social sys-
tem,, Social Democracy stands on firm
historical ground. It takes up the work
just where it was left by the middle
class French revolution. Times proved
the futility of political without eqonomic
freedom and equality. Events proved
that freedom and equality in the purely
political sense of these terms are mere
worthless abstractions, a.'snaré and de-
lusion for the proletarian. Social De-
mocracy demands economic democracy,
economic liberty and equality as the only
real democracy, liberty and equalitf
worth striving for.

“Well, all that is certainly very nice
and sounds well; but is it possible to
change human nature so as to make men
live like loving brothers?” s the usual
skeptic objection of wise practical men
to all social democratic arguments.
This objection is by no means new. The
wise and practical man-eater certainly
did object to the radical reformer, who
first suggested that it would be prefer-
able to enslave the prisoners of war to
eating them up in the same way. It
would be indeed very nice, but our fath-
ers and forefathers did eat their war
prisoners. You cannot change human
nature.” And yet centuries passed and
slavery formed the under structure of:
great civilizations, like the Hellenic and
Roman émpires. The wise slave-owner
argued in the same strain with the abol-
itionist, and yet the shackels fell from
the limbs of a race whose only crime
consisted in the.pigment-of its skin. Is
it necessary to meet the objection of our
wise and practical anti-socialists? It
would be too tedious.

The middle class, the most typical rep-
resentatives. of which is the capitalists,
was not always as conservative, nay,
sometimes reactionary as it appears at
present. By far not. The absolute pow-
er of the kings and emperors of Eu-
rope, owing to which the so-called no-
bility and clergy occupied the most priv-
ileged position in the said hierarchy, was
a thorn in the flesh of the middle class.
The middle class was the carrier of the
noble ideals of (political) freedom, equal-
ity and (do not laugh, dear reader!)
brotherhood. It was-at the time of the
French revolution representing the ad-
vanced guard of humanity. It fought
nobly and conquered (with the aid of
proletarian blood, of course). This ac-
complished the middle class hastened to

for obvious reasons. As long as their
class interests coincided, or seemed to
‘coincide, with the interests of the human
race—the human cause was their cause
and no forther. Indeed political free-
dom proved to be an excellent thing
without its economic counterpart for the
valiant possessor of the valuable, as
Ruskin aptly defined rich people. Who
enjoyed economic freedom because he is
valiant can use political freedom as a
means to get advantage over his less
valiant fellow-citizens as we witness it
in Switzerland, ‘France and the United
States.  The government of so-called
free countries is just as easily run in
the iinterests of a plutocracy as a mon-'
archy in the interests of an aristocracy.
The proletarian is left to his fate. He
is doomed to be dependent on his only
possession—his labor power as a ware
on the market. All the insecurity, the
fiuctuations of supply and demand, com-
petition and other beauties connected
with the mercantile system are burden-

ing the broad shoulders of the
dispossessed class of the people.
The interests of this class are at
present identical with the interests

of the human race. This .class is,
therefore, naturally the ‘carrier of the
highest ideals of the age, is the advance
guard of humanity struggling for its
emancipation. Social Democracy is the
mouthpiece of this struggle, its inter-
,E':ter, its advocate and leader. Social

mocracy has to train the army of the
proletarian class and to lead it against
the hosts of capitalism: !

‘The electioris for the senate have
taken place in Belgium, and the clerical
majority is now fourteen, @instead of
thirty-eight in the previous assembly.
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THE PLATFORN.

The Social Democratic’ Party oi America
declares that life, liberty and happiness depend
npon equal political and economic rights.

In our economic development an industrial
revolution- has taken place, the individual tool
of former years having become the social tool
of the present.  The individual taol was owned
by the worker who employed himself and was
master of his product. The social tool, the
machine, is owned by the capitalist and the
worker is dependent upon him for employ-

ment. * The capitalist thus becomes the master

of the worker and is able to appropriate to

himself a large share of the product of hite

labor,

Capitalism, the private ownership of the
means of production, is responsible for the in-
security of subsistence, the pcverty, misery
and degradation of the ever-growing majority
of our people; but the same economic forces
which have produced and now intensify the
capitalist system will necessitate the adoption
of Socialism, the collective ownership of the
means of production for the common goo

and welfare, - v

The present system of social production and
private ownership is rapidly converting society
into two antagonistic, classes—i. e., the capital-
ist class and the propertyless class. The mid-
dle class, once the most powerful of this great
nation, is disappearing in the mill of competi-
tion, The issue is now between the two class-
es first named. Our political liberty is now of
little value to the masses unless used to acquire
economic liberty.

Independent political action and the trade
union movement are the chief. emancipating
factors of the working class, the one represent-
ing its political, the other its economic wing,
and both must co-operate to abolish the cap-
italist system. i

Therefore the Social Democratic Party of
America declares its object to be;

First—The organization of the working
class into a political party to' conquer the
public powers now controlled by capitalists.

Second—The abolition of wage-slavery by
the establishment of a national system of co-
operative industry, based upon the. social or
common ownership of the means of produc-
tion and distribution, to be administered by
society in the common interest of all its mem-
bers, and the complete emancipation of the

socially useful classes from the domination of

capitalism.

The working class and afl those in sym-
pathy with their historic mission to realize
a higher civilization should sever connection
with all capitalist and reform parties and unite
with the Social Democratic Party of America.

The control of political power by the Social
Democratic party will be tantamount to the
abolition of all class rule.

The solidarity of labor connecting the mil-
lions of clas§-conscious fellow-workers
throughout the civilized world will lead to in-
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of man.

As steps in that direction, we make the fol-

lowing demands: :
_ First—Revision ot our federal constitution,
in order to remove the obstacles to complete
cont 7 of government by the people irre-
spective of sex.

Second—The public ownership of all indus-
tri¢s controlled brmonopolies. trusts and com-
bines. .

Third—The public ownership of all rail-
roads, telegraphs and telephones; all means
of ‘transportation, and communication; ail
water-works, gas and electric plants, and other
public utilities,

. Fourth—The public ownership of all gold,
silver, .copper, lead, iron, coal, and other
mines, and all oil and gas wells.

. Fifth—The reduction of the hours of labor
in proportion to the increasing facilities of
production,

Sixth—The inauguration of a system of pub-

“lic works and improvements for the employ-

ment of the unemployed, the public ‘credit to
be utilized for that purpose. *

. Seventh—Useful inventions to be free, the
inventor to be remuncrated by the public.

Eighth—Labor législation to be national, in-
stead of local, and international when possible.

Ninth—National insurarice of working peo-
ple against accidents, lack of éemployment and
want in old age. !

Tenth—Equal civil and pelitical rights, for
men and women, and the abolition of all laws
discriminating against women.

Eleventh—The adoption of the initiative
and relerqmlum.. proportional representation,
and the right of recall of representatives by
the voters, |
. Twelith—~Abolition of war and the introduc-
tion of international arbitration.
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