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SHING POWER I
A SIGN OF DI

SOLUTION

Some Considerations of the Proposition That the Middle Class is

"

correspondent wants to know what
nee there is that the middle class is
pearing, as stated in the platform
he Sqcial Democratic party; also
hether at any time in the history of
is nation the middle class was more
numerous, compared to the whole popu-
ion, than at present.

1
i)

at undertaking an answer that a defi-
nition of what is meant by “the middle
1ss” is needed. 1f no explanation is
given by the party in its platform, it
must be assumed that the party does not
consider = explanation necessary. But
no intelligent discussion can be had
thout the defining of terms.
' What, then, is meant by “the iniddle
lass”’? How do we determine that such
class exists? We take it for granted

us that speaking generally there are
three sorts of people in society—first,
the owners of the major part of .the
means of production and distribution,
e capitalist class; second, the product-
workers engaged in organized in-

by the class first named, i. e., the aork-
ing class ; third, the army of people who,
while they do not control the means of
distribution, are nevertheless, by the
resent exigencies of “business,” al-
gwcd to function as small distributors
‘for a small profit. This latter group we
. ' call the middle class.
y The question as to whether this class
is more or less numerous thait at any
~other period in the country’s history is
" one that might be answered by a poll of
- Bradstreet's and Dun’s commercial Jists
or by reference to the business direct-
ories of the country. Such reference
might disclose the fact that, let us say
Chicago, had as many “middle-class™
men, proportionate to population, doing
business today as twenty years ago. We
say it might, not it would, because we
_ are satisfied that the reverse is true.
. Granting, however, that to be satisfred
‘about arything does not prove that
thing true, and that an investigation of
the kind suggested showed conclusively
“more men doing business in what we
¢all the “middle class,” rather than less,
what of it? Would that be satisfactory
to the student of Socialism and/fhe. in-
vestigator? ~Does our correspondént
. base his “belief” that the “'middle (J_iae:.s
is not disappearing” tipon capitalistic

does he, being a Socialist, give assent
-~ or “belief” to the truth of something the
acceptance of which requires him to ig-
‘nore so important an item as the true
_ economic relation of the modern small

t will at once occur to a Social Dem-

that our correspondent will agree with

dustry and employed as wage laborers .

reports and commercial spasms?  Why-

Disappearing, as Socialists Contend.

distributor still called the middle-class
man? T

The question is not whether as big a
percentage of noses can be counted in
the middle class as formerly, but how
many of the noses counted belong to
men economically independent? How
many of them are merely agents and
dependents of the capitalist class, which
controls the new means of production
and distfibution ? "

We know that as to-a very large pro-
portion of the commodities which a
modern merchant is allowed to handle
for a profit, he can buy, not where he
pleases, but where he must. He is,
then, doing such business as falls to
him only by submission to an economi-
cally superior class. Any contention
that the middle class is not disappear-
g can only be supported by showing
that that class is holding its own, or has
held it§ own, in the economic struggle.

Counting noses won't do!

If that class has failed to hold its own,
in a purely economic sense of course,
then “it is disappearing undoubtedly.
You can’t eat your cake and keep it,
comrade. And the middle class can't
lose ground and hold it, too.- That it
has lost and is losing, who doubts? No-
body: not even our correspondent.
Therefore, the middle class, an‘econom-
ic factor with diminishing economic
power, is disappearing. Diminishing
power is a sign of dissolution. '

[s the concentration of wealth a fact?

Is the daily absorption and reorgani-
zation of industries by a steadily dimin-
ishing number of the economically pow-
erful a fact? 4

Is not the growing number of the
economically impotent a fact?,

Since great industrial and commer-
cial combinations are and can be accom-
plished only by the absorption of small,
individual enterprises, is it a fact that
this process can’'go on without impair-
ing the economic power and independ-
ence of sinall owners?

Is it true that while in 1850 not more
than 37 2-3 per cent of the wealth of the
country was monopolized and 62 1-3 per
cent in the possession of the people, in
1890 the amount held by the rich was 83
per cent and the masses of the people
owned only 17 per cent? .

It seems clear to us that if these ques-
tions are answered affirmatively, then
the main question is disposed of; the
middle class as a potént economic factor
in society is disappearing, and no count-
ing of noses or “beliefs” can alter the’
fuct that the middle class is very largely
a group of agents dependent upon the
economically masterful capitalist class.

BUMMER AND BANKRUPT
- ON ENGLAND'S THRONE

‘The People Have lBeen Entertained by a Show of Gold Sticks, Silver

A gambler, a black-leg, a-libertine and
“ibankrupt is now on the throne of Great
' Britain, and it is his duty toitell the Par-
~ fiament that which is already. known.
To do this job, the imagination of the
‘bullet-headed populace must be appealed

graphically how this rotund horse race
expert played his part in the ceremony.
The great officers of state were ﬂ_l_ere and
he went into the ‘‘robing room” where
all the flunkies made go00-g00 eyes, felt
like lords and looked like pigmies, und
among those necessary to give this small

.

character in a great show a proper send-
off, there were ushers, grooms-in-wait-
r t-arms, lord of the privy
performs the work of an
- for a notary public), lord
chancellor, black rod, garter, king-of-
arm, the earl marshal, the lord chamber-
lin (it is the-duty of this fellow to regu-

' late the etiquette of the court. He tells
e flunkies how to bow, shift, shoulder
rms, whether they should cross their
et when they sit down, or pick their
ghty important po-
ing constantly.

By Brummagem Button

to and properly aroused. So we are told -

- Sticks and Fiddle Sticks and Will Now Settle Down
to Their Normal Piety

groomed, well shod, and to examine and
report on spavins and other ailments of
the noble horse. :
Lord steward goes along, too. They
must have a cook, and in fact -of all
attendants this lord stands supreme
monarch, for if the food supply should
produce - indigestion, even the throne
might become cantankerous. The lords
in waiting, pages of. honor,, captain of
the veomen guard—they were on hand,
too.  Then comes the gold stick. Do
vou catch on? We searched in vain to
find sixteen silver sticks. The captain
of gentlemen of arms. Here there is a
difference between veomen at arms and
genilemen at arms. A gentleman is one
who does no work, but at such a func-
tion as this he is at the head of the pro-
cession. ;
Then comes the silver stick in wait-
ing. It is important to the ceremonies
that there should be a silver stick in
waiting, and the papers did not tell us
how it would have appeared if it had
been walking. Silver sticks, gold sticks,
fiddle sticks, and then a dozen other of-
ficers and captains, etc., were all pres-
ent and they walked with the Dukes of

Argyll and’ Charlie of Denmark, and

then came hobbling along Joseph H.

| Choate, United States Ambassador. He

has a seat just behind the bishops, so

_that he could look on and see that the

with, the head or rather the tail of this
great nation on the' throne read his
essay. He regretted the losses in war
and he told about “"my" relations with
the other powers and then he spoke of
“my” soldiers in Africa and the Philip-
pines in about the same tone that the
Kansas farmer would say “my. hogs,.
my pigs and my cattle,” and he was.
sorry that there was so much misery
in “my"” Indian Empire. :

Now, with all this proceeding, we
must certainly congratulate the people
of England on their material improve-
ments. With gold sticks, silver sticks,
fiddle sticks, horses, grooms, robes,
swords and plenty of brass, the people
of Great Britain have now been enter-
tained. Those in the most abject misery
and want have cheered and oggled, and
it is when viewing the stupendous in-
fluence of such a sham, that the Social-
ist feels most keenly the task which
awaits him and yearns for that period
when the ragged and the roya! pauper
shall labor together.

[The latest information about the
royal bankrupt’'s debts is that they are
to be settled in private. They are so
monstrous (in character, and amount)
that to settle "em in public would cause
another scandal in the career of the
“defender of the faith.”—Ed.]

A MODERN INSTANCE

Of thc‘ Inhumanity of Wage Slavery in
a Chicago Daily Newspaper
Office

By Ben Atterbury

_ Some inside facts concerning a recent
happening in one of the capitalistic
newspaper offices of Chicago have come
into my possession, which 1 think will
interest readers of The Herald, dnd in-
cidentally show up the hypocritical char-
acter of some of the popular schemes
which these newspapers as a class resort
to in order.to gull the public and make
money. :

For many vears past Mr. Harry Arm-
strong, well known in his profession as
a thoroughly capable newspaper man,
was city editor of Victor Lawson's pa-
per, the Chicago Record. He had al-
ways been considered a man exception-
ally well qialified ‘for the responsible
position he held. When' the war start-
ed, or rather, when the capitalistic loot-
ers of the United States army and navy
started over in the Philippines, Mr.
Armstrong was chosen to represent the
Record at the seat of hostilities.  This
he did with his usual energy.and ability
until the villainous climate, which s
ruining thousands of young A\mericans,
impaired his health and he was com-
pelled to return to Chicago. Deing re-
instated.in his old position, it soon be-
came evident that his condition was far
worse than he or his friends supposed.
He was physically unable to continue at
his post. He went out to the Philippines
a well man, enjoving excellent health.
He came back broken down and, at least
temporarily, incapacitated.

Here was a chance for Victor Law-
son, he of the plethoric bank account
and baby sanitarium scheme (to help the
circulation) to send a faithful employe
who had served him, even to his own
undoing, to some healthiul resort where
the poor fellow might have a chance to
renew his wasted energies and vecover
his only capital, health. Did Lawson do
this? Not he. He let Armstrong,-
broken in health, but, we hope, not in
spirit, go with one month's pay in his
pocket.  And that has been the fate of
more than one man who received a com-
mission to the Philippines. Armstrong
should be doing a little thinking for him-
seli about now.

A Flippant Preacher

A clergyman drawing: a salary of
$6.000 a vear and having a “call” to
preach for $10,000 a year, in a recent
sermon got things badly mixed. Among
other things, he said: “There are so ne
things, constituted as they are, that do
not need explanation. The light is
lovely to the eye and the sun is pleasant
to the gaze. A sweet, beautiful land-
scape needs no explanation. It is its
own philosophy, it is its own raison
d'etre. It needs no one to unfold its
purpose. Here is a man who has good
fortune. His good fortune needs no
explanation. -~ He 'has accumulated
riches. They are their own vindication.
It is such a natural and a proper thing
to be rich, such a natural and proper
and inevitable thing to be in good for-
tune or to be lucky. Pleasure needs no
philosophy.”

If there is anything under heaven that
needs explanation jt is the modern
methods of accumulating riches. They
'are not their own vindication, nor is it
a natural thing to be rich. The accum-
 ulation of riches is entirely artificial,
‘and now-a-days, often piratical. The
universal testimony is that great riches |
spawn great crimes. b

AS TO CHATTEL. - .
~ AND WAGE

SLAVERY

The Right of Workingmen to Own Themselves, the Tools ¢f Their

Trade and a ]us‘i:Sharc of All

By Lee Hibbard

. From time to time efforts are made to
establish parallels ‘between chattel -and
wage slavery. In the case of the former
as it existed in “old plantation times” in
this country there were, amidst its hor-
rors, some redeeming features which are
not found in the latter form of bondage.
Indeed, it is denied that a system oi
wage slavery exists at all in the United
States of America, except as ignorance
and superstition create ghosts and gob-
lins to frighten women and children.

In the case of chattel slavery, it ex-
isted by virtue of law, constitution and
statite and was upheld and protected by
the courts. The slave pen, the auction
block, whip and fetters were all constitu-
tional, and a vicious public opinion in-
dorsed the “sum of all villainies.” And
vet, as has been remarked, this system
of horrors had some redeeming features.
As a general proposition the ebony-com-
plexioned and wool-crowned ® chattels
were well fed, well clothed and well shel-
tered and relieved of care and anxiety.
When old age came they were not cast
adrift. but still clothed and fed and shel-
tered until death closed the scene.

These chattel slaves created vast sum
totals of wealth for their owners, their

share being “simply subsistence. But
from the first—A. . 1620—chattel
slavery was doomed to disappear. It

required two hundred and forty-three
vears to accomplish the task. Nor was
it consummated until a hell stoerm of
war such as never before visited the
carth completed its overthrow.

In this connection it may be said that
at the time when the war of the rebel-
lion was raging with a fierceness that
defies exaggeration, when blood and
carnage clothed the ground in crimson
and the rivers and streams, red with
blood, flowed to the sea, shrewd, de-
signing, heartless men were engaged in
laying the foundations of wage slavery.
Lincoln, with prescient vision, saw the
dark shadows of coming events and
gave the warning. It is not worth while
1o split hairs in defining the term “wage
slave.”  The term “slave™ does not
necessarily suggest the adjective “chat-
tel,” because there are other forms of
slavery
define their chiei characteristics;
“wage identifies those who are the vas-
sals of conditions which are destructive
of men's independence in the matter of
work and wages, conditions whih,
while they do not derive their power

requiring a different word to !
and |

They Create

.

fronr constitutions or statutes, hold
their victims in a grasp as. relentless.
and as unrelaxing as the jaws of a man-
cating tiger. ‘ ;

It is not denied that comparisons are
often odious, and this is especially true
of the casé in hand, but is all the more
important because it is execraBle and
rings to light the repulsive character
of wage slavery.

In the case of the chattel slave, con-
trolled by his owner, he worked for a
mere subsistence—food; clothing and
shelter—and that' he was certain of re-
ceiving. In the case of the wage slave,
controlled by conditions, he, too, works
for a subsistence, but without a guaranty
that he will secure it, since at any time
he may be remanded to idleness, a vic-
tim of poverty, beggary and despair.

No amount of sophistication, word
jugglery or-spécial pleading modifies or
changes the facts. They are seen on
every hand, the dark spots on the sun of
our civilization, deplorable to the utter-
most limit of human wretchedness, so
shocking and. harrowing to sight and
sensibility that Abram S.-Hewitt, a New
York millionaire with a heart and soul
in him, deploring conditions as seen in
our great industrial centers, absolutely:
prays for storms of fire and brimstone
such as fell npon Sodom and Gomorrah,
if otlierwise the curse of wage slavery
cannot be removed. , e

Abraham Lincoln protested that the

- Union “hali slave and half free” could
L not endure.

Is any one so foolish and
benighted as to suppose peace, order
and tranquillity can_be p:iserved in a
country one-third millionaire and two-
thirds pauper? TFor a time, under the
sway of guns, injunctions ‘and judicial
décisions, present conditions, always
growing worse, may dominate ; but only
for a time. Wage slavery is-doomed,
*nor- will it require two hundred and for-
ty-three vears to create a public.ppinjory:
as in the case of chattel slavery, to extin™
nate the curse.

Socialism is on the warpath, Its sig-
nal fires afe blazing.on all the highlands.
Men of learning, men of thought, men
of work are pledging themselves, their
lives, their fortunes and their sacred
honor to uproot' wage slavery and re-
store to working men their indefeasible
right to own themselves, the tools of
their trade, and secure for them their _
just share of all the wealth they create. [

TOLSTOY, COMMUNIST

The great Russian writer, philosopher,
philanthropist and commuaist, the one
Abou Ben Adhem of all the Russias,
rich, noble by birth and still nobler by
deeds of self-sacrifice and scli-denial,
greater than the emperor and grander

than any grand duke, with a mind high, |
broad, profound ‘and all-grasping, has |

been excommunicated by an edict of the
Greek church, at the head of which
stands the czar. Tolstoi’s mind has been
in an evolutionary condition for many
years, and gradually, in its unfoldings,
it grasped the great truth that he be-
longed to the working class, the Serf-
slave quite as mugh, if not more, than to
the nobility. Hd'had lived a life of easy
luxury and idleness, had never earned a
rouble, though he had had more money
than he wanted—still he was not satis-
fied.
won distinction in the Crimean war, but
the “hell of war" did not satisfy his am-
bition. He became an author and his
writings brought him fame and applause.
He was advancing, but still immensely
below his heaven-adorned gltitude. He
became disgusted with religion as taught
by the Greek church. He traveled ex-
tensively in Germany, France and Eng-
land, but in the way of religion found.
nothing superior to the shallow, holiow
pomp, pride and parade of the Russian
article. Then he abandoned the cities
and retired to his estate and sought to

_ameliorate the condition of his serfs,

becoming their teacher, to enable them
tp comprehend freedom. He married;
he wrote; became the father of a large
family. He is rich; belongs to the aris-
tocracy ; has a loving wife and an inter-
esting family, and is acknowledged as
one of the foremost authors of the
world. Still, he looked upon his ‘ife as a
failure, and saw nothing in the fiture

but death. He read Christ's sermua on.
the mount. It was a new condition. He
would henceforth- cease playing the | g
aristocrat and Pharisee. He inquired, | s
Is it possible to love one’s neighbors? | s

He entered the Russian army and |

{

He answered the quéstion affirmatively,
and he answered it practically.” He -
would henceforward regard the poor. as
his brothers, ‘cease separating himself
from the mass of his fellowmen and .
become_a simple human being like the,
poor around him. He would sit at the
table with the poor, dress like the poor
and work with his hands like the poor.
He had no right to live luxuriously off
of their earnings and play capitalistic
pirate. ' i
Born a Russian noble, with large land-
ed estates and numerous serfs, he comes
at last to recognize the fatherhood of -
Got and the brotherhood of man. Dress- |
ing like a peasant, trying against tre-
mendous odds to help the poor of Rus-
sia, he has been excommunicated by the
Russian church, which 'is not hereafter
to consider his wants, whether living or
dying. Thus Tolstoi has been promoted
and crowned a martyr for loving his
fellowmen, and it is possible that the
czar; who is at the head of the Russian
church, will still further promote him by
consigning him to prison that the larg-
est possible measure of glory may settle
uport- his name and elevate him to a
provder position than ever fell to the
lot of an imperial Romanoff from Cath-

-arine to Nicholas II.

Tolstoi loves. the poor and seeks to
better their condition; he has the cour-
age of conviction; he fears no power on
éarth—church or autocrat ; amidst trials
and perils, having found his mission, he
is equal to all of its demands regardless '
of the anathemas of the church or the
savagery of power. «The world needs .
more men of the Tolstoi type, and they
are coming. They will not ask the.na-
tions to unlock and unbar their doors to

admit the blessings of a new and better

civilization. They. will batter them

down by the invincible power of truth,
‘justice and law, and with these uncon-
ue ces redeern civilization from

¢
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Labor requires many tools, but cap-
italismi has got, possession of the entire
kit.

Thousands of families under the sway
of capitalism neyer get a square meal
all round. :

Under capitalism and imperialism the
standing army in the United States, a la
Europe, has come to stdy.

To be good is commendable; to be
good for something is better ; to be good
for nothing is not good at all.

Wind is said to be “air in motion.”
When the stock and bond market is ac-
tive a stiff breeze is always blowing.

You can’t make a Socialist out of a
coward, a sluggard, an aristocrat, a cor-
poration attorney, a, railroad president,
a thief or a fool.

Mrs. Nation, the Kansas cyclone, en-
gaged in wrecking saloons, proposes to
make it, 'as the governor of North Caro-
lina said to the governor of South Caro-
lina, “a long time between drinks” in

Rapsas,

. If railroad and other corporation
stocks and bonds unassessed for taxa-
tion on their wind and water valuation
were taxed the state would soon have
ample means to purchase the plants at
their cash value.

The entire world product of gold for
the year 1900 amounted to $256,462,435.
The United States leads all other coun-
tries, having produced $78,658,735, with
Australia a close second, having to its
credit $75,000,000.

It is a great misfortune to be blind,
but scarcely more lamentable than to
have eyes incapable of discerning the
difference between Socialism and its
opposite, capitalism. Such an unfor-
tunate is a wage slave whom only death
can relieve of his fetters.

Germany demands of China an in-
demnity ofy $100,000 each for the soldiers
wounded in a recent skirmish. But it is
not stated that the wounded soldiers are
to get the money, retire and live in
opulence when they return to the father-
land. If China should pay the indemni-
ty Emperor William will see to it that
the government pockets the taels.

Prejudice is fatal to liberal thought.
It effectually debars investigation and is
the product of the worst forms.of ig-
norance. It dethrones reason. It is
- not influenced by truth. It is blind to
justice and deaf to reason, and bigotry
. is its final goal, in which it revels and
finds its satisfactions. It attacks So-
cialism without reason and renders its
verdict without a scintilla of evidence to
support its conclusions. To overcome
this obstacle to progress is a work of
education and agitation. Socialism pro-
poses to eliminate it from our Christian
civilization in;ﬂ}he interest of society.

Suppose upon an average the working

~ day averages hine hours; that of the re.

. maining fifteen hours, nine are given to
sleep. In that case, six hours remaining
of the twenty-four constituting a round

day. What is to be done with them?

Suppose of these six hours, three are

given to physical exercise, recreation or

;::;amnent.‘ In that case three hours a

ing Sundays an
L GAVS LR Nemr

.. Three hours a

emain to be_]empl?edinaome way.

‘ Edward VIL, king of Great Britain
‘and Ireland and emperor of India, and
William, king of Prussia and emperor
of Germany, pledged Victoria that they
would exert their influence to put an end
to war. That is one of the planks in the
platform of Socialis:n, and it is gratify-
ing to see crowned heads coming into
line 'under its conquering banner.

I&ports have it that the people of the
kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
are enthusiastically in love with monar-
chy, and considering reports relating to
the inauguration of Edward VIIL, it
looks that way. The allowance of Vic-
toria when she became queen was $1,-
900,000 a year and Edward VII. wants
an increase of salary and is likely to get
it. It requires a deal of money to keep
the king's ‘“dinner pail” supplied, but
“merrie England” will be all the more
hilarious as it drops its pennies in the
slot to-make Edward VIIL. comfortable.

Mr. Neely, who was sent to Cuba by
Emperor Billy to help start the imperial
machinery in that island, proceeded at
once to business and stole $100,000. He
tells of opportunities imperialism afford-
ed him to steal himself into the ranks of
millionaires, having had at one time in
his possession $1,200,000 which he could
have appropriated to his own use. When
it is remembered that Neely was only a
fifth-rate satrap, it is seen what splendid
openings there are in imperialism to
grow up with the empire by those in the
confidence of the emperor.

A writer, a pioneer, a pathfinder
through the wilderness from the
Mississippi  to the Pacific, pays
a high tribute to the four-legged
American hog, or, what is the same
thing, to bacon, the product of the ani-
mal, but for which, in the way of “grub,”
he affirms the vast West could not have
been explored and opened up to civili-
zation. It would be gratifying to the
average American if as much could be
said of certain .two-legged American
swine such as Rockefeller, Vanderbilt,
Carnegie and the rest of the herd.

Abraham Lincoln said the Union
could not exist “half slave and half free.”
But worse than half slave and half free
is the condition+of the Union today.
There are millions more wage slaves in
the United States now than there were
chattel slaves whom Lincoln emanci-
pated by a “‘war measure” Jan. 1, 1863,
and their number is rapidly increasing.
There is no Lincoln now to proclaim
their emancipation. If they are ever re-
leased from present conditions it must
be by their own efforts, and Socialism
points the way out of present environ-
ments. :

Railroads are built, equipped and op-
erated by working men, who make it
possible for presidents, vice-presidents,
general managers and attorneys to
pocket vast sums of money annually in
the way of salaries. Take a thousand of
these railroad magnates and their ag-
gregate salaries will foot up at least
$25,000,000, while a thousand men, em-
ployes of the railroads, say engineers, at
best receive $1,500,000. The difference,
$23,500,000, shows the extent of the
spoliation to which labor is subjected.
Under Socialism this iniquitous in-
equality would cease.

The agricultural bureau at Washing-
ton has discovered in the City of New
York a colony of “Italian artists,” who
manufacture wine without grape juice,
and whiskey without a drop of whiskey
to the barrel, and give their vile com-
bination of poison the appearance of
age by training black spiders to decor-
ate the bottles containing the death-
dealing concoctions. This stuff, as fa-
tal to life as an assassin’s knife or bul-
let, is distributed throughout the coun-
try and is doing its murderous work
under the protection of law. Evidently
there is a demand for a regiment of
Mrs. Nations armed with hatchets to
exterminate this Italian' black spider
curse.

In the play a man is made to say, ““Be-
cause I command but one ship I am
called a buccaneer, but he: who com-
mands a fleet is commissioned an ad-
miral and extolled by the people.” That
is the way of the world. A Wall street
gambler, the spider who inveigles some
blue-tailed fly fool into his den and sells
him stocks and bonds made of wind and
water, not worth a dollar a ton, and
thereby robs him of thousands, is es-
teemed a gentleman, takes a front seat
in the synagogue and the highest place
at the table when educated and cultured
rascality banquets on rick viands, while
the poor devil who steals a loaf of bread
to assuage his hunger is called a thief
and hustled off to prison.

There is no more fatal delusion in the
world than that wrong and injustice can
escape the penalties which retributive

‘justice inflicts upon those who perpe-
trate the crimes. The court which tries
the cases is always in session. It can-

| not be bribed nor intimidated and its

decisions  are irrevocable. . It matters
-not whether the party on trial is an in-
div ,a corporation or a government,

municipal, the law of
‘applies. If an indi-

man; if a corporation or a trust, it is
doomed to everlasting infamy; if a gov-
ernment, it .declines *and falls and is
changed, swept out of existence by rev-
olution. In every case retributive jus-
tice finds a way to inflict its penalties.

Social reformers hold in their minds
the noblest knowledge that we can con-
ceive of in our present stage of develop-
ment. There is such a thing as ignoble
knowledge, which does harm; but the
noblest knowledge must be that which
does good to the greatest number. So-
cialism would include and do good to
the entire human race, for it is the sci-
ence of just social relations and must,
therefore, benefit every individual in so-
ciety.

Persons inclined to live a hermit life
should emigrate to Nevada, where less
than an average of one-half of a person
to the square mile was found by the
census takers, or 42,334' persons on
110,700 square miles. It has been re-
ported that the Boers of South Africa,
or the remnant of them left after the
British troops cease their slaughter,
contemplate coming to the United
States. Should they come they might
find Nevada a country t6 their liking.
It is justly celebrated for its silver mines,
the most productive in the world, and
the Boers might strike a new “Comstock
lode” worth more than all the land they
surrender to the British pirates.

Some wars are just and always in
order. Victor Hugo, in his great eulogy
of Voltaire, said: *“To combat Phari-
sees; to unmask imposture; to over-
throw tyrannies, usurpations, prejudices,
falsehoods, superstitions; to demolish
the templé in order to rebuild it; that is
to say, to replace the false by the true;
to attack a ferocious majestracy; to at-
tack a sanguinary priesthood; to take a
whip and drive the money-changers
from the sanctuary ; to reclaim the heri-
tage of the disinherited; to protect the
weak, the poor, the suffering, the over-
whelmed ; to struggle for the persecuted
and oppressed—that was the war of
Jesus Christ.”

Now, then, what is the character of
the war waged by Socialists? Let Vic-
tor Hugo answer.

“Merrie England”

How do men grow rich? In these
days the three chief sources of wealth
are: (1) rent, (2) interest (3) and profits.

First, rent. Who earns it? We shall
take two examples, ground rent and
property rent.

The Duke of Plaza Toro owns an
estate. The rent roll is $150,000 a year.
Where does the money come from?

The estate is let out to farmers at so
much per acre,

These farmers pay the duke his $150,-
000 a year., Where do the farmers get
it from?.

The farmers sell their crops, and out
of the purchase monéy pay the rent.
How are the crops raised?

The crops are raised by the agricul-
tural laborers, under the direction of the
farmers.

That is to say, that the rent is earned
by labor—Dby the labor of the farmer and
his men. The duke does nothing. The
duke did not make the land nor does he
raise the crops. He has, therefore, no
right to take the rent at all.

The man who gets rich on ground
rent gets rich on the labor of others.

Mr. Bounderby owns a row of houses.
The rental of the street amounts to
$2,000 a year. Where does the money
come from?

The rent is paid by the tenants of the
houses. It is paid with money they have
earned by their labor, or with money
which they have obtained from other
men who earned it by their labor, and it
is paid to Mr. Bounderby for the use of
his houses.

How did Mr. Bounderby get his
houses? He either bought them with
money which he did not earn by his own
industry, or he paid for the material and
the building with money which he did
not earn by his own industry.

Two things are quite certain. First,
that Mr. Bounderby did not build the
houses with his own hands nor'make
the bricks and timbers of which they are
built—that work was done by other
men; and, second, that the money with
which those men were paid was never
earned by Mr. Bounderby’s own indus-
try.

Mr. Bounderby has, therefore, no
right to own those houses or to charge
rent for them.

The man who grows rich upon house
rents grows rich upon the labor of oth-
ers. :

But you will very properly ask, Mr.
Smith, how do I prove that the money
paid by Mr. Bounderby for his houses
was not earned by his own industry.

This brings us to the second and third
means by which men get wealth—inter-
est and profits.

Public Opinion and Socialism

From time to time much is said and
written about public opinion. Not too
much perhaps, nor enough. It is a sub-

‘ject ‘that will bear a great deal of dis-
cussion before being cast aside as a

worn-out topic. Tt is always up for de-
bate and will not down at the bidding of

any one, not even a court or a corpora- |
tion. - In a country where press and

school and speech, Bible and religion
arc free, there will be a great diversity
of opinion, and it is well that such is the
case, affording as it does some guaranty
that truth and justice will always have a
chance in the fierce battle wagcd by
error for supremacy in human affairs,
Public. opinion*is supposed by some
persons to be the honest, intelligent
judgment of the people or a majority of
them upon any subject whatsoever of a

public character of sufficient importance

to arrest attention and demand a verdict

of approval or disapproval: That there:

are such -commendatory instances of
sound public opinion may be affirmed
without fear of contradiction; instances
in which truth and justice, conviction

and the courage of conviction unite and

render verdicts in consonance with the
public welfare. Nevertheless, public
opinion, being a manufactured article,
purely artificial, is as often found to be
shoddy as “all wool and a yard wide”"—
a combination of ignorance, prejudice,
bigotry and kindred infirmities, in which
reason, sound judgment, common sense,
intelligence and comprehension of the
right play no part whatever. It is a
public opinion the product of vicious
education and created as corporations
are created, to promote personal ends;
a public opinion designed to debauch
intelligence, warp and distort judgment,
dethrone truth, crucify justice and exalt
error. This view of the su?]'o\tnl:‘:ot
pessimistic. It is supported by ctrmula’
tive and overwhelming testimony.

In this connection it becomes prudent
to refer to our election in general. A
majority is supposed to reflect public
opinion, but it has been shown a thou-
sand times or more that the majority
was secured by bribery, extortion, in-
timidation, perjury and corruption in
every conceivable form; and yet, to the
decrees of this vicious public opinion
obedience must be rendered, Decause
there is no appeal from it except to the
people who are responsible for its ex-
istence ; and in this appeal there is hope
and the only hope of remedy, because,
as Abraham Lincoln said, while “you
may deceive all of the people some of
the time and some of the people all the
time, you cannot deceive all the people
all the time.”

It is just here that Socialism enters
the arena of debate. An ignorant and
vicious public opinion is arrayed against
Socialism, because it is affirmed that “a
majority of the people think it can only
be founded and by compulsion,” indica-
tive of the profound ignorance of pub-
lic cpinion of the principles of Socialism,
in which if there is an element of “com-
pulsion” it is found in the free will and
unbiased and unbought judgment of the
people. And the distinguished writer
who thus refers to the error of the peo-
ple relating to Socialism, Alfred Russell
Walner, says for himself that he is
“convinced that the society of the future
will be some form of Socialism,” be-
cause “in our present society the bulk
of the people have no opportunity for
the full development of their powers and
capabilities.”

After all, it simply comes to this, that
Socialists have the task on their hands
of creating a sound, healthy, intelligent
public opinion relating to Socialism, its
principles and purposes, and this it is
doing with far greater success than is
generally apprehended. In the proc-
esses of education and agitation the
light of reason is streaming in with an
ever increasing effulgence, and truth, not
ignorance, is eternal.

Fundamental Truths and Errors

In the life of governments, as well as
of individuals, success depends upon
fundamental truths, failure upon funda-
mental errors. Truth lives forever; er-
ror has no guaranty of living, not even’
for a day. The “eternal years of God"”
are pledged for the survival of truth.
Nothing but error is pledged for the
continuance of error. Truth stands
aldne, immutable; it knows no change.
Error must be forever propped with
error, until at last the superstructure
topples over amidst the anathemas of
its deluded victims.

It is affirmed, and the allegation is
true, that Socialists complaig of exist-
ing error in governments and demand a
change. This is to their credit. But it
must be borne in mind that others than
Socialists complain of existing error in
governments, the distinguishing differ-
ence being that Socialists seek for and
strike at fundamental errors and de-
mand the enthronement of truth and
justice in government. It is a new de-
parture. History has been styled the
“reverend chronicler of the grave,” and
all its pages bear irrefutable testimony
that from the beginning governments
have been founded upon the fundamen-
tal error of slavery, that one class of
men might rightfully own and control
another class of men—the universal
_curse, the “sum of all villainies,” the one
crime compared with which all other
crimes sink to soundless depths of con-
tempt. :

The government of the United States.

recogx}ized the colossal error, as set
forth in the Declaration of Independ-
ence, but the Constitution, the organic

law of the government, recognized the |

right of one man to own another man,

reduce him to a chattel, sell him as if he | |

were a beast, or

appropriate the |
of his labor " for  th L

e accumulation

‘slavery, in ,which aggregated wealth

hold them in their relentless

_be not less than 6,000,000, *

sort of union, and
ey

for' this fundamental error in govern-
ment has no parallel in the history of the
world, but the war of the rebellion which
broke the fetters of millions of chattel
slaves made it possible, as Abraham Lin-
coln, with the vision of a seer, foresaw.
for the introduction of another form of

would control the destiny of millions of
‘men, and what he predicted has come to
pass. Capitalism has come. It owns.
and controls every industrial institution
in the land. It has secured the contro}
of the wage workers, ‘who. are at its
mercy. The facts are’ universally rec-
‘ognized, but only Socialists are in battle
array against this fundamental error
this widespread and iar-reaching curse:
Socialists hold, and the proposition has
axiomatic, invulnerable strength, that a
man who does nct own himself, who
does not own his ‘working tools,"is
therefore, at the mercy of those who’
This is what constitutes wage slga?csrl;'.
To extirpate it, to' enable workingmen-.
to regain possession of their tools and ;
therefore own themselves, is the sy- ol
preme mission of Socialism, and there i
can be no just government in the world Ak
when this fundamental right is disre-- e
garded and the curse of wage slavery is i
practiced and perpetuated. Nor can a :
government long-continue, as God num-
bers the years, which tolerates it. Every
proposition of Sacialism for the extirpa- .
tion of wage slavery is possible, as free
from vagary as sunshine is from con-
tagion. The foundation being truth and
justice combined, a government with
such basic corner-stones would know
no decay, and no historian’s pen would
ever record its decline and fall. And,
moreover, be it said, the new govern-
ment, the co-operative commonwealth,
is. coming—peacefully, it is to be hoped,
like the dawning of a new day—but
come it will in spite of all the forces of i
error, and if resistance culminates in oA
another war of rebellion— | 1
“Then woe to the robbers who gdther L
In fields where they never have sown,
Who have stolen the jewels of labor <~ {
And builded to mammon a thrgne.”

Growth of Socialism |

The growth of the Socialisé vote in
various countries is strikingly shown by
the following figures, which are either
careful estimates or actual polls. Ger-
many in 1867 polled 30,000 votes for So-
cialist candidates ; now it polls 2,500,000.
France in 1885, 30,000; in-1898, 1,000, §
000. United States in 180, .13,704; in
1900, 131,069, Austria has grown from
00,000in 1895 to 1,000,000 Belgium from
334,000 in 1894 to 534,000 in 1898. Italy - :
from 20,000 in 1893 to 137,500 in 1897.
United Kingdom polled 55,000 for So-
cialist candidates for Parliament in 1895,
a number of which will be very largely
increased in the coming’ election. Ser-
via polled 50,000 in 1895, - Switzerland
in 1800, 13,500; in 1897, 55,000. Den-
mark in 1872 polled 315; in 1899, 90,000.
Spain in 1893, 7,000; in 1897, 28,000. It
will be seen that all countries without
exception show continuous increases.
At present the total effective organized
Secialist voting strength is’estimated to

=YY

Executive Board Meeting . '

At a meeting of the resident members '
of the national executive board, held at
Chicago Thursday evening, Feb. 14, = ..
it was decided unanimously to extend
the period for taking the referendum
vote on new constitution two weeks be-
vond Feb. 25, for the accommodation
of branches meeting only once a moth.
The next meeting of the board will be
held Sunday, Feb. 25. "

Isador Ladoff, Sec'y.

Lmswms TO CORRESPONDENTS

C. S., Towa.—Bernstein was editor of the
Social Democrat in the eighties. He was
driven out of Germany by the government and .
has since resided in London. ;

S. C., Pennsylvania.—A very good list would
be thq.;(»follpwmg: Hobson's “Evolution of
Moderd Capitalism”; Marx's “Wage-Labor and
.Cap_n'tal '; Belfort Bax’s “The Ethics of Social-'
ism”; Bellamy's “Equality” ; Marx's “Capital.”
. € M., Missouri—The situation in Chicago
is briefly just this: The Social Democrati¢
party, with over twenty active branches in
the city, has nominated a_city. ticket and has
no other intention than placirig the ticket on
the ballot. It is absolutely and unqualifiedly
false that any change has been made in
party name.

B. S, Ohio.—The elections next fall are
neither s& numerous nor. important that they
should be made an excuse for a convention
carlier than September. The essential thing i§
to accomplish union; that can easily be de-
feated by making mountains of mole-hills anll
discussing minor matters. The question is
the hands of the rank and file of the party.

H., A, Wisconsin.—Any man who will ,ﬂ
down and deliberately write, as the person you
mention does in the last issue of the P
that he knows the N. E. B. of Chicago “an
its adherents” do not desire a union of So=
cialist parties and are only making a “g
stand play for. union,” is too contemptibl
any extended notice. Your letter will, th
fore, not appear in The Herald.

J. 8. C, New Hampshire—There is no'
son whatever why you should be surp

the action of the Chi i
Sovial 3 icago convention.

" tic ever
posed to %
mem!

:a umot: of Socialists.. :}l :
ve at any time oppo:

the methods ad
comp_lnh it of the past twel
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| NOMINATION
v ?ﬂgh&c-Rthovhﬁade

[ic &S
Dear Sir and’ Comrade:—Your letter
recent date, advising me of my fiomi-
tion by the Social Democratic party for
office of Governor of the state of New
, received. I wish through you to
the members of the party for the
r thus conferred upon me, " It is, in-
an honor to receive such a nomina-
) from the Social Democratic party—
: that stands for the interests of
qﬁolemriat class.

economic development has sepa-
society into two antagonistic classes
capitalist and the proletariat. The
erests of these two classes being dia-
trically opposed, a class struggle is in-
table—it is the necessary outcome of
gs distinctions which involve class in-
s. The Social Democratic party is
. distinctively a party for the working class
and is based upon the class struggle. It
e izes the necessity of class con-
'sciousness on the part of the working
¥ class, for only as laborers become con-
s of their class interests will they
mite to secure their freedom. While
cialism represents the class interests of
proletariat, it also represents the
er interests of every member of so-
, because it will realize a higher and

bler: civilization. '
" We thus call upon the working class,
and a.. others in sympathy with its his-
foric mission to abolish wage slavery and
tstablish a- higher order of society, to
gnite their efforts to this end. It is only
the workers’ united efforts along the
pe of class interests that their emanci-
pation can be secured. The first step is
tery of the public powers. Political
power is necessary to any class which de-
sires to better its economic condition.
Political power is the key to economic
emancipation, and political action, on
class conscious lines, will secure to the

working class possession of the key.
_ That the working class is sorely in need
. of a betterment in its material conditions
none will deny. The disgrace of the cen-
_tury just closed, is that with the hun-
‘dred fold increase in our power of wealth
. production, sufficient to supply many
times over the needs [ all the people,
we have only succreded in adding chiefly
to tne individual wealth and luxury of
the few. The great mass of the people,

are no better off today than they were
thirty years ago and many are worse off,
. and this condition will remain until we
“niake the fundamental principle of social
" justice—equality of opportunity—a reai-
Jized fact in our social organization. In
the present class organized society the
_ great bulk of the people have no oppor-
tunity for the full development of all their
' faculties and powers. We have attained
© the material basis for the abolition of all
. poverty, but its realization is prevented
by our perverse economic system. Pov-
erty today has no excuse for existence,
‘and would be impossible were the indus-
« trial system such as to compel every man
' to live by the fruit of his own industry.
. The distinctive feature of every system of

-~ and capitalism, is the power of the non-
- producers to appropriate the wealth of the
‘producers. Slavery is abolished only in
" name; the fact still exists. No man is
free so long as he is dependent upon some
- other man for an opportunity to earn a
livelihood.  If a man owns that which 1
‘must have he virtually owns me. If he
-owns my bread or the means by which I
\get my bread he owns my physical:and
" mora, being.' The very' fact that all peo-
- ple in common depend upon the resources
of nature and the tools of production, evi-
 dences that they should be owned in com-
_mon. There can be no liberty, peace,
or social harmony so long as a few own
' that upon which all depend.
These facts must be brought to the at-
. tention of the people in this campaign
as never before, also the fact that our
economic relations are the foundations
' of society and of our civilization, while
_morals and religion are their flowers and
‘fruit. It is our material conditions that
| precede our mental and moral develop-
~ment, just as in a garden the flowers and
! fruit are conditioned, as to existence and
' quality, by the roots.undgrgroum.i. We
emphasize the material side of life, be-
- cause we realize that it is impossible for
 the masses to be:moral and intelligent in
their present insecurity, dependence, and
_exposure to all kinds of temptations.
‘The law of love and service can never
be the fundamental law of either the in-
dividual or social life, so. long as the
resent industrial system of antagonism
exists—all attempts to regenerate society
. under such conditions must necessarily
o fail. Competition brutalizes men and
negatives the higher instin
rations. It turns the nal
sympathetic into moral monsters.

when we consider all their circumstances,

. social injustice, chattel slavery, feudalism

cts and aspi-

the abolition of the present planless, an-
archistic and immoral systenl:. We pro-
méo mbi‘atc‘?tef.the tion for ex-

mn p (o) present struggle
for existence. “The application to society
of the law of all ( 1Sms—co-operation
—would transform and ennoble human-
ity. We want every man, woman and
¢hild to be well housed, clothed and fed.

.| When industry is scientifically organized

this can be accomplished by two or three
hours daily labor, thus giving time and
opportunity for mental and moral devel-
opment. :

Let us resolve at the beginning of this
new century, that we will more com-
pletely consecrate ourselves to our be-
loved cause. It is worthy our enthusiasm
and zeal, for it presents to the world the
only solution to the vexed problems that
confront modern society. Let us who
have seen the light proclaim the gospel
of emancipation in seasonand out of
season, Carry to those of our fellows
sitting in darkness the light of Socialist
teachings.. Point out to them the cause
of their servitude and oppression, -and
fearlessly proclaim the remedy—the col-
lectivé ownership of the means of pro-
duction and distribution. Show them
that the old political parties represent the
interests of the capitalist class. The petty
political issues which the Republican and
Democratic parties raise are only for the
purpose of fleecing the laborers on the
one hand and throwing dust in their eyes
on the other, lest they see the only real
issue—Socialism versus Capitalism. The
old parties defend the present system ot
wage slavery and exploitation; the So-
cial Democratic party proposes to abolish
it and substitute therefor a social democ-
racy in which the industries will be
owned by the people and carried on for
use, not for private profit. ‘A vote for
either old party is but putting another
rivet into the chains of economic serv-
itude.

As Socialists we have a great respon-
sibility resting upon us. Into our hands
has been committed the new gospel—the
good news for the world’s disinherited.
A danger confronts the twentieth century
-——the danger of an unintelligent resent-
ment of wrongs that are not distinctly

understood and which could only result,

in anarchy and disintegration. Social-
ism, by educating the masses on the eco-
nomic question, is the only power that
can avert such a catastrophe. It is ours
to be missionaries of progress and civili-
zation. All over our land, and, in fact,
the whole civilized world, the proletriat
is organizing under the banner of the So-
cial Democratic party into class-conscious
bodies, having for their aim the mastery
of the public owners to the end that the
present system may be supplanted by the
co-operative commonwealth.

Conditions are now ripe for the trans-
formation. The nineteenth century was
distinctively the evolutionary period of
Socialism. = At first, during the germin-
ating period, evolution proceeds slowly,
but it gains in rapidity and finally the
decisive .step is usually accomplished at
once and is.termed revolution. Revolu-
tion is the- decisive event in evolution
and is generally the last step in a period
of slow growth and preparation. Chris-
tionity in the Roman empire, the Re-
formation, the French revolution, the
abolition of chattel slavery, are notable
examples of the working of this princi-
ple. Every careful discerner of the times
realizes that we are nearing the decisive
point.  The trust is the immediate fore-
runner of the Social revolution. The
sun of the co-operative commonwealth is
already beginning to redden the eastern
horizon, bringing promise of the glad-
some day. Let every man who desires
the betterment of society, a nobler and
truer civilization, cast his vote in the
coming election for the party that stands
for its realization—the Social Demo-
cratic Party. Speed the day of its tri-
umph and the dawn of a nobler humar-
ity. Every ballot cast for Socialism
brings nearer the day of human emanci-
pation. Socialism is the evangel of hu-
man brotherhood. It will realize the
golden .age of peace, justice and plenty
for all. All hail the kingdom of Social
justice—the co-operative commonwealth!
Let us take new-courage and press on-
ward. The future is ours.

With a deep sense of the great respon-
sibility implied in becoming the stand-
ard bearer of the Social Democratic
party in the gubernatorial campaign, I
accept the nomination .tendercd me and
again express my gratitude for the con-
fidence thus reposed in me.

Yours fraternally,
CHARLES H. VAIL.

Jersey City, N. J,, Feb. 19, 1901.
Machine in the Mines

In President Mitchell’s | voluminous
report to the Indianapolis convention 1s
found a paragraph that shows the tre-
mendous change that is taking place in

‘coal mining. “In 1899 there ware ap-

proximately 44,000,000 tons of coal won
out by mining machinery,” he says.
“This is 12,000,000 tons in excess of the
amount produced in machine mines in

1898. Of the total output of bitumin-.

ous coal in the United States in 1890, 23
per cent was produced in machiae
mines. If this rapid increase is ~onun-
ued a few years tonger, the skill now
required by those will not be necessary,
and instead of being’a body of trades-

‘| men or skilled workers we shall become

simply coal shovelers.”

The trades council of Alpena, Mich., |

has declared for Socialism.

The Public Postoffice

The Scientific Amerjcan recently con-
tained ‘a long article concerning the
postal system of this country from which
we take the foliowing :

“The postal establishment of the Unit-
ed States is the greatest business con-
cern in the world, handling more pieces
of mail and employing more men and
women than 'any other government or
corporation. The immense size of the
country, the lack of concentration of the
inhabitants in a few large cities, all help
to make the post-office service of the
first magnitude, and, as a matter of fact,
only one corporation, a combination of
railways, earns and disburses as much
as the post-office department. Proba-
bly no branch of the government serv-
ice comes into as close contact with the
average citizen as the post office.

“Some idea of the wonderful perfec-
tion and system.which makes the serv-
ice possible may be obtained when it is
stated that a letter can be sent from
Florida to the Klondike, a distance of
over 7,000 miles, for 2 cents, thirty days
being consumed in its transmission. If
it. were carried by courier the timeé
would not be lessened and the -cost
would ‘be increased to something like
$300. It is this remarkable cheapness
which makes the service so interesting,
for, of course, on this hypothetical trip
of the letter, its delivery in the gold
fields costs much more than was re-
ceived for its transmission, but the gov-
ernment makes a handsome profit on
much of the first-class matter, enough
in fact almost to make good the deficit
caused by transporting inferior classes

of matter.”
»

Profitable Socialism in California

Pasadena has a sewer farm of which
she is justly proud, both in regard to the
satisfactory manner in which the sewage
is disposed of and the profit derived from
the farm over the expense of handling
the sewage.

The sewer farm consists of 300 acres,
on 180 acres of which only is the sew-
age used at present.

On the farm there are ninety-four
acres of English walnuts, sixty-two acres
of old trees and thirty-two acres newly
planted. The balance of the property is
used for alfalfa, corn, barley and other
farm products. This year the walnut
crop brought in $3,500 and the farm will
probably produce about $5,000, besides
furnishing the city street and fire depart-
ments with hay and feed. The probable
disbursements will aggregate . $2,500,
leaving a profit on our city sewer farm
of $2,500. The total length of sewers is
22,15 miles, of which 4.5 miles is located
outside of the city, as part of the outfall
system. The portion built by the $162,-
000 bonds, including purchase of the
sewer farm, was 10.6 miles. The portion
built under the Vrooman act was
11.55 miles, at a cost of only $44.135.
The portion built under the Vrooman
act during the present year is 30,101
lineal feet, or 5.7 miles, at a still reduced
ratio of $21,715.—Pasadena News.

Socialism Not Visionary

Socialism can no longer be regarded
as a scheme for reorganizing society—
as an Utopia, a fancy, a dream of some
doctrinaire philosopher. It is the theory
of social evolution; it is the statement
of an historical process that is actually
taking place before our eyes. The rec-
ognition of this fact is the source of the
newer literary in regard to it.

Men are beginning to study Socialism
rather than the speculations of Social-
ists. To present an original Socialism
would be like presenting original his-
tory or an original theory of gravita-
tion, because Socialism is not a dream
or a scheme, but a theory based on ac-
tua!l facts.

As long as Socialism was conceived
as a scheme of a visionary there were
as many forms ‘of Socialism as there
wer¢) visions, but when Socialism is
regarded as a theory of a developing his-
torical process, an acquaintance with
the facts leads more and more to unan-
imity in theory.

Socialism, then, in a word, is the re-
sult of the application of the theory of
evolution to human affairs, and its val-
uc consists in the fact that, since, as
Comte said, “to see is to foresee,” it is
able to point out what will be the next
stage in the development of the produc-
tion and distribution of wealth.

Counts on the Church

“When I was in New York,” says Mr.
Hanna, “just after election, a thought-
ful man said to me, ‘Well, we've saved
the country again, but I tremble for the
future. Sooner or later we're going to
have a tremendous struggle in this coun-
try between the forces of conservatism
on one side and Socialism on the other,
and I am afraid Socialism may cafry the
day.’ I am not afraid of that,” replied
Mr. Hanna, “and I'll tell you why.
There are two things that will prevent it.
One is the American school system; the
othér is.the Roman Catholic church.
That great church is just as much
against Socialism as the Protestant
churches, as I happen to know in the
last campaign appeals to class hatred
were frowned upon by the highest dig-
nitaries and most influential men of the
Catholic organization. As long as this

restraining force continues to operate |

'you rieed haye no fear of Socialism dom-
inating America.”

New Book by Tolstoy

Another work on social problems by
Tolstoi has just appeared in Paris, cn-
titled “Where is the Issue?” In it the
venerable author establishes the fact
that a saocial revolution by violence
would be not only useless bur impossi-
ble to realize in the modern world, and
that it. suffices to cause the disappear-
ance of capitalists exploiting labor to
abolish military service in every coun-
try in the world. This refusal to carry
arms, Tolstoi thinks, would soon bring
about the fall of governments and peace
the world over, simplicity in life, happy,
free labor, and the enjoyment of the
products of the earth. No need, Tolstoi
thinks, to preoccupy one’s self with re-
placing the ancient order of things by a
new form of government equally despot-
ic, which would regulate the relations
between men. ' Charity, good will,.in-
spirations of conscience, communion
with God, knowledge of good and evil,
will be sufficient to maintain universal
concord, for, like Rousseau, Tolstoi be-
lieves in-the natc ral goodness of man,
and believes that if mankind raises itself
to God and conscience none of the vio-
lent ‘passions would exist.

Abolition of the Capitalist

Here, then, to start with, are two
tasks for the twentieth century:

The abolition of the capitalist.

The use instead of the abuse of ma-
chinery. .

It may be that a terrible and bloody
revolution will be nzeded to accomplish
these changes, or they may come about
peacefully by the broadening of the gen-
eral intelligence, the humanization of
public opinion, and the growth of moral
conscience in the multitude, which shall
realize the cruelty of wealth and thke
criminal nature of monopoly. Not only
the cruelty but the vulgarity of wealth.
I hope that early in the twentieth cen-
tury the world will begin to realize that
it is bad to be rich.

From this realization will necessar-
ily ifollow the abolition of organized
poverty. I say “organized” advisedly,
because, while poverty occasionally fol-
lows from personal inadequacy or un-
worthiness, a ‘man, as a rule, socially

.than he has a right to be rich. As one
man is rich because he cannot help it so
another is poor because he cannot hel
it. Both need help from the twenti
century. Abolish “organized wealth”
and we shall have no more of “organ-
ized poverty.” There will be even
.eniough left over in the world for the
failures and the ne’er do wells !

In the twentieth century no man shall
flatter himself that because out of sheer
luck he happened, one summer day, to
sit"down upon an oil well, that oil well
belongs to him.. He shall Have a com-
mission ‘for his luck, in token, of the
gratitude of his fellowmen“for his dis-
covering something that belongs to
them; a small and adequate commission

to some one who has found our purse.—
Richard le Gallienne.

Lab%r and Machinery
An interesting fact shown by the re-
port of Labor Commissioner Wright,
recently issued, on the subjéct of labor-
saving machinery is the enormous re-
duction in the cost of various kinds of
manufactured articles. The labor cost

boots, which was formerly $408, is now
$35, a reduction. at a ratio of 12 to I.
The labor cost of 100 pounds of sewing
cotton, which was formerly $86.85, is
now said to be only $1.89, a ratio of 46
to 1.- The commissioner holds that the
labor cost is not decreased as rapidly as
the time saved and argues that labor is
paid at a higher ratc compared with the
time expended under.the new system
than the old.

A Socialist Priest’s Book

“Socialism and the Labor Problem: a
Plea for Social Democracy,” by Father
T. McGrady of Kentucky. The boldest
arraignment of capitalism ever penned.
Send 10 cents for a copy to the address
below. Unexcelled for propaganda. 100
copies sent postpaid for $3.50. Address
Debs  Publishing Company, Terre
Haute, Ind. .

) Cain’s idea of brotherhood dominates
in the ranks of capitalism,

BRANCH SUPPLIES

Membership Clm‘(por 109)......... 1.00
Memberskip Applications (1009) ..... .25
Censtitutions (each) ................. 03
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plies sent en credit.

32-page pamphlet which tains i
dition to the “ PrKnof of Boohﬁ:::." b; 5' &
Olemens, ‘Socializing a State,” byti. ate

ang Pln'nlf th“':rb, A, ‘P Hazel.
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Blunder of the Middle Class |

The middle class is at present helping
the plutocrats to disfranchise the pro-
Jetariat. This class does not seem to
understand that such laws as it helps to
enact will react on its own members.
There are each year thousands of mid-
dle-class men thrown into the ranks of

their medicine.” ;

If the negroes are illiterate the right
way is to remove their illiteracy. In-
stead of being degraded, they should be:
elevated ; instead of being pressed down
to conditions of greater inequality, they
should be lifted up and given a chance.

Utah. Peter Johnson.

That Newsboy Again

I want to say to Comrade Biester of

Democratic campaign speaker made a
mistake in answering in the way he did
the man who asked whether he would
abolish the profit of the poor newsboy
on the street. He should have answered
that most certainly he would, and that
he would also abolish the poor newsboy
himself. It makes no difference wheth-
er what the newsboy receives is techni-
cally profit or wages, we intend to abol-
ish both profit and wages. And we
would put the boy in school or on the
playground. We can get all of the news
of all the world that any of us may want
and have it delivered at our homes be-
fore we start out for our two-hour day’s
work or anywhere .else we may want it
without keeping poor newsboys on the
street as a means of transmission.
Sam Berry.
Socialism and Religion |

With Mr. Andrew Forsythe of Chi-
cago, whose letter appeared in The Her-
ald of Feb. 2, I should be glad to see
more such men as Professor Herron
join the Socialist ranks. I should be
glad to see every “ordained minister 3
the gospel” in the country join the S
cialist ranks; not, however, in order
that they might, as Mr. Forsythe de-
sires, impart to the Socialist movement
a quasi-religious character, but rather
that Socialism might impart to the re-
ligious movement a genuinely practical
character, might give it an opportunity
for the concrete realization of some of
its ideals, :

We Socialists make a straight propo-
sition, and we make if in plain-English.
It is not a quasi-religious proposition,
it is an economic one. We propose to

establish a different kind of industrial
system. We want to substitute a co-
operative system of industry for the
present competitive one. We say that
industrial evolution is hurrying us to-
ward the point where the transition from
capitalism to Socialism is possible and
_necessary. ' We say that we must edu-
cate and agitate unceasingly along these
lines, so that the workers of the country
may learn that their poverty and pri-
vations are due to our system of indus-
try and not to their wicked hearts nor
to the will of God, and that they can be
.ended by changing the system. We say
that they must be organized into a great

1| Socialist organization, which shall con-

quer the political power and peacefully
and systematically bring about the tran-
sition to the new industrial system.

We purposely and deliberately lay the
stress upon the economic side because
we believe that the economic system in
vogue at any period forms the founda-
tion upon which the superstructure of

society is built, and permeates and dome

inates the prevailing legal, political, re-
ligious and moral institutions of the pe-
riod; and that to radically change’any
of these institutions we must change the
economic basis. ' Upon such a broad
economic platform men of all creeds and
of no creeds can stand. Professor Her-
‘ron and Father McGrady could work to-
gether with Ingersoll for Socialism. Men
of all denominations and nationalities
can focus their efforts ‘upon the one
point of bringing about this industrial
change. :

Socialism may be the will of God for
aught I know to the contrary, but I am
prepared to maintain the proposition
that it will never be realized until ‘it be-
comes the will of man. Nor could the
will of man bring it about until the
economic evolution, by developing, con-
centrating and systematizing industry,
had prepared the way.

The call to arms has sounded and if
our Christian brothers hear it and re-
spond we are glad. Let all the ordained
ministers or all'the Christians leave their
differences of creed outside and unite
with us, motley group as we are, made
up of Jews'and Gentiles, learned and
unlearned, godly and otherwise—unite
with us, I say, and with all whom our
combined efforts can reach, in the
mighty struggle to establish a just in-
dustrial system, to secure collective
ownership and operation of all the means
of wealth production and distribution,
and upon this foundation their eyes will
yet behold the raising of a glorious su-
perstructure of society, permeated and
cemented by such brotherly love, jus-
tice, kindness and mercy as all the
preachers in Christendom, preaching
from now till doomsday, could not call

into being without this fundamental
economic change having first been
made. G. M. Dart.

NOTES FROM THE FIELD

Sedalia, Mo., comrades have a full

city ticket in the field. ' 'man as speaker.

Municipal tickets have been nominated
at Nanticoke and Newcastle, Pa.

Riverside, Cal., Social Democrats have
opened a free Socialist reading room.

Seymour Stedman spoke to a fine
meeting under Branch 9 auspices last
Saturday night, .

Social Democrats of “Rutland, Vt.,
have a full city ticket nominated to be
voted on March 5.

Trenton and Jersey City, N. J., Social
Démocrats -have nominated candidates
for the spring elections. '

The city committee of Boston has ar-
ranged for a course of lectures at Unity
Hall, 724 Washington street.

Another comrade, F. C. Malkmér, has
been sentenced to thirty days for speak-
ing on the streets at San Jose, Cal.

Prof. Herron was greeted by another
daudience last Sunday at Central Music
Hall, Chicago, that went beyond the
seating capacity. .

A meeting of the executive board was
held Thursday night of last week. Sec-
retary Isader Ladoff tells in this issue
what was done.

The New York People (Kangaroo)

unity by printing a number of long (and
windy) letters against unity.

Every branch in Chicago is requested
to make arrangements for as many meet-
ings as possible in March and apply to
the city campaign committee for. speak-
ers. iy

Qur candidates in the Chicago ' city
election will appear under the name So-
cial Democratic party. There has been
no change of name; no change has been
thought of. :

Charles H, Soelke, Social' Democratic
candidate for city. attorney of Chicago,
addressed a large audience at Odd Fel-
lows’ hall, Milwaukee avenue, last Tues-
National Secretary Debs made a long-
Ppromised visit to his parents at T?t%e
:ngut_!;lcde;ﬂy part of :!‘:i: week. 'As

g0¢s to press he is occupied
& three days’ accumulation of mail.

anone were overlooked.

Last Saturday night at Uhlhorn’s Hall,
Sixty-third and Center, another very suc-
cessful meeting of Branch g, Chicago,
was held, with Comrade Seymour Sted-
The evidences of activ-
ity among the branches is very encour-
aging. ' :

The national secretary’s report and
blank sheet for branch returns on the
referendum were sent last week to all
branch secretaries. It is believed that
Any branch
having failed to receive same will please
write dt once to headquarters.

Comrade W. J. McSweeney, national
~rganizer of the Social Democratic par-
ty, is maintaining his reputation as one
of the best Socialist organizers in the
field. Wherever Mac goes he leaves be-
hind as an evidence of his intelligent and
energetic work an enthusiastic branch of
the party. More power to him. .

The Cleveland Citizen prints a letter
from ‘William Mailly taking the editor
of that paper, Max Hayes,/to task for his
attitude against union at a time when
there is really a prospect for union to be
effected. Mailly intimates, in his old-
time frank and ingenuous way, that who-
ever stands in the way of union now had
better take to the tall grass.

Comrades C. T. H. Westphal, candi-
date for city clerk, and A. S. Edwards,
attended a meeting of the newly-organ-
ized branch at Grossdale last Saturday
night, and their addresses were well re-
ceived. It is the intention of the Gross-
dale comrades to nominate a municipal
ticket. There is excellent material in
the branch and unity of purpose among
the members.

A comrade writes from Virginia that
no report has appeared in the Socialist
press of the vote for Debs in that state.
He says that Comrade Jacob J. Quantz,
Social Democratic presidential elector in
Virginia, had 145 votes. This is an ii-
lustration of the conditions of political
liberty that prevail under capitalism.
Nearly four months after election and
the vote (or a part of it) still coming in.

A letter received last week from Com-
rade Eugene Dietzgen, who with Mrs.
Dictzgen is still at a sanitarium in
Switzerland, we are sorry o say reports
that he had a slight relapse, but has re-
covered and now, it is hoped, on the way
to.complete recovery. rades Dietz-
gen are keenly alive to the interests of

| the party at home, and their return next
| September

know them. ; j
P. Schaffer writes from
Coqu ',“'l‘hgﬁrstofa series

iber js awaited with pleasure by

of lectures to be held every second and

_fourth Sunday at Good Templars’ hall

was well attended, February 1o0. Com-
rade J. W. Brown’s lecture on the his-
torical development of the wage system
was a masterpiece.  As a result three
new members were enrolled into Branch
2. On Sunday, February 24, Comrade

H. G. Wilgut will speak on ‘Social Con- |

ditions Under Capitalism.” Thesé lec-
tures are free and everybody is invited.”

No change whatever has been made in
the name of the party in Chicago. The
candidates nominated by the party for
the city election were chosen in a mass
convention and will run under the name
Social Democratic party. They are:
Gus Hoyt, for mayor; Charles Tyl, for

| city treasurer; C. T. H. Westphal, for

city treasurer; Chas. H. Soelke, for city
attorney. Petitions are now being cir-
culated and their names will appear on
the ballot: Comrades of all Chicago

branches will allow no opportunity to,

pass to make these facts known to So-
cialists and the voters generally.

The speakers for the party in the Chi-
cago city campaign are Charles H.
Soelke, candidate for city attorney; C.
T. H. Westphal, candidate for city clerk;
Charles Tyl, candidate for city treasurer ;
Philip S. Brown, Seymour Stedman, F.
J. Hlavacek, Tsador Ladoff, Jacob Win-
nen, Peter Knickrehm, Frank Mudra,
W. J. McSweeney (when in town), and
A. S. Edwards. Incidentally, and just
to help the campaign, we don’t mind
saying that one of the very best in the
list is the modest comrade whose name
is at the top. However, you pay no
money and take your choice. There will
be others to announce later,

Fund for National Organization

Since The Herald of last week went
to press Branch 1 of Newark, N. J., has
sent $25 cash to the national organiza-
tion fund. This makes the total amount
paid $162.50 and raises the fund to
$815.50. The payment of all sums
pledged at the comrades’ earliest con-
venience is desirable.

West Town Ticket

The Social Democratic party will hold
i West Side convention next Saturday
night (Feb. 23) at Nagl's hall, 535 Blue
Island avenue, Chicago, for the purpose
of nominating a West Town ticket. It
will be a mass meeting of members of
all West Side branches, and a full at-
tendance is desired.

Connecticut Comrades, Attention!

The Social Democratic party of Con-
necticut will hold a state convention at
Hartford Sunday, Feb. 24, at 10 a. m,,
for the purpose of electing a state board
and transacting such other business as
may be proper. All branches affiliated
with the Chicago board are requested to
send delegates (one delegate for every
ten members, or major portion thereof).
By order, Louis Schlaf, Sec'y.

26 Spring Street, Hartford, Conn.

Chicago Ward Nominations

The following nominations have been
made by the Social Democratic party in
Chicago:

Alderman,
. Babka.

Alderman, Thirtieth ward—S.
Morrow.

Alderman, Thirty-first ward—Charles
Wistrand.

Alderman, Thirty-second
Henry Uhlhorn.

NEW BRANCHES.

Illinois, three.

) A Judge's Advice

A lenient judge said to a penitent
young man who had committed a petit
larceny, his first offense, “Learn a trade.”
The judge did not know the numerous
obstacles in the way of “learning a
trade.” He probably thought all the
young man would have to do was to ap-
ply for work in the capacity of an ap-
prentice and at once enter upon his task.
Far otherwise is the fact. . The doors
admitting boys to the mysteries of trades
are vigilantly guarded. They do not
stand wide open like the doors to the-
learned professions, law, physic and the-
ology; and it is becoming a serious
question in industrial affairs, and one in
which Socialism is profoundly’ inter-
ested. If young men are debarred the
privilege of learning a trade, they must
become common or unskilled: laborers,
receiving scant wages, saving nothing,
and live the life of ceaseless destitution,
for which relief will come only when
Socialism dominates industria] affairs.

Twenty-ninth  ward—\I.

W,

ward —~

Frank G. Carpenter, the great travel-
er of the Orient, points out that China
and the Philippine islands offer capital-
ism opportunities for investments which
make its eves bulge out like lobsters’.
As soon as enough Filipinos have been
murdered to insure pacification and the
establishment of Christian civilization a
thousand industrial plants will be or-
ganized, and with wages ranging from 7
to 17 cents a day mountains of wealth
will attest the superiority of bullets
over Bibles in bringing the heathen to a
knowledge of Christ as taught by rapid-
firing guns. | G

During December, Socialists in Ger--
many were sentenced to one year nine
months and three weeks' imprisonmen:
and £60 fine. . i
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The governor of Montana has signed
the eight-hour law for miners and smelt-
ers. The law goes into effect in three
months. : L

The comrades in' Poland are organiz-
ing and carrying on an active propagan-
da. The land of the czar is becoming
honeycombed with Socialist -sentiment.”

The city of Heidelberg has just pur-
chased and begun to operate the street
car lines in that city, as well as the elec-
tric light plant. The latter cost $62,500.

The German bottle makers’ trust has
decided to introduce glass blowing ma-
chines in their factories and thus displace
hand labor. Reason—the machines do
not strike. . :

The law raising the age limit of child
labor and abolishing night work for
women and children, which was ham-
mered through parliament by the Social-
ists, has gone into effect in Germany.

Charles Longuet has published the pre-
face, in Le Mouvement Socialiste, written
by him for a new edition in preparation
of Karl Marx's work on the Commune
of 1871.

In L'Humanite Nouvelle is an article
by M. Hamon on the Paris International
Socialist Congress, illustrated by thumb-
nail sketches; also an indictment of jus-
tice by Enrico Ferri.

The Revue Socialist gives the place of
honor in its January number to a short
story by Tolstoi. It shows the brutality
of war and expounds the common an-
archistic views of the author.

There has been recently great activity
in orgamzation of the workmen in the
province of Asturias, Spain. The So-
cialist groups now number 13, an in-
crease of seven since 1899, and there are
no less than 6,000 members.

Vorwarts states that .Bernstein and
Motteler will shortly- leave London and
return to Germany, as the German gov-
ernment has decided not to prosecute
them for the old press offenses of issuing
the Social Democrat in the eighties.

A New Hampshire farmer sold a bar-
rel of apples for $1.50. In the barrel
lie placed a note asking the purchaser to
inform him of. the price paid. In six
weeks e received a letter from a Ne-
braska farmer informing him that he had
paid $4.75 for that barrel of apples.

A new cotton ginning machine has
been invented that enables two men to
gin 4,000 pounds per day, a hundred
times the amount two men could do the
old way. What a benefit this would be
to the workers if the machinery of pro-
duction were owned collectively !

Van Kol, the Dutch Socialist deputy,
has been giving a lecture in Paris on the
Dutch East Indian colonies. He form
erly lived in Java, and he gave a terrible
picture of the extortions «f the Dutch
government in Java. In Java famine
flourishes, and taxation is ‘ieavy. Van
Kol urged the duty of not expioiting the
natives

Mass-meetings called by the Socialists
throughout Germanv last week passed
strongly worded resolutions against the
proposed prohibitive agricultural duties,
branding them as a most unjust and most
onerous burden for the working part of
the nation, and dictated solely by the
“brutal class of the empire and the low-
est agrarian selfishness.”

In a Chicago office a process has been
put in operation te print and rule bill-
heads, statements, ete., in two colors at
the rate of 10,000 to 20,000 an hour. A
new folding machine is being put in
laree book offices that enables two men
to do the work of twenty-four, and a new
rotary press, operated by three men, does
as much work as thirty-eight with ordi-
narv presses.

Striking  metal workers  marched
through the town last Saturday compell-
ing other factories to close, forcing open
the doors, and bringing oup workmen
until the* strikers numbcrc(?about 800
men, The gendarmes and troops were
summoned and the rioters were dispersed
with fixed bayonets, after the reading of
the usual proclamation.  Fifty arrests
were made. Nobody was injured seri-
ously.

“Domaine,” a Socialist play in three
acts by Lucien Besnard, presents a vil-
lage where there is a chateau and a fac-
tory in hostile juxtaposition. There is
a death struggle between social collec-
tivism and decayed feudalism. All the-
Socialists are heroes; all the noblemen
are idiots or blackguards. The final act
ends in the sacking of the chateau while
the aristocrats escape in an automobile

to the shouts of “Les Derniers Emigres.” |

. Recently there was an election pending
in one of the arrondissements of Paris
and there were several Socialist candi-
dates. Fortunately, however, they agreed
to submit their names to arbitrafors, and
these have unanimously decided that Al-

lemane should be the candidate. This de-

cision reflects great credit on all con-
cerned ; if battles ate to be won discipline
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