.

’

OCRATIC

HERAL

: Cl.{ICAGO, ILL., U. S.A., SATURDAY, JULY 8, 1899.

No. 3.

THE MONEY QUESTION
EN:.URA‘TORY OF SILVERITES

netization of Silver a Result of the
ic System — Bimetallism is an
Impossibility and Free Silver” a
. Capitalist Fake Issue.

The demonetization of silver is a con-
sequence of the economic system. If it
is a crime, the system that was its cause
s a crime. People who pretend to con-
sider the demonetization of silver a
crime, and do not at the same time con-
demn the system do not reason right.
A true friend of the people would fight
against the system, and not its conse-

Ces. y
%t as long as the existing ecb/nonﬁc
; is in force, all the attempts on

e part of the United States or any
other government to return to silver
monometallism must necessarily re-
sult in disaster and the general
_ financial ruin of the people. I say
 silver monometallism, because bimetal-
lism as advocatetd by the silver-
ites, is obviously an impossibility.
The now. existing gold standard has
~ many advantages. (1) It is the stand-
‘ard of all civilized countries of the world;
(2) the price of gold is comparatively
stable, and (3) the great proportion of
that metal used in the arts counteracts
its fall in value as a commodity in con-
sequence of increased production.

Let us now examine the proposition
of the silverites—to enact the double
standard at the arbitrary ratio, 16 to 1.
The first question. is how do the silver-
ites propose to keep gold in the coun-
try? How will they hinder the money
dealers  from buying the depreciated
gold coin and transporting it abroad?
That will and must happen, and the fa-
mous 16 to 1 will turn practically to 16
10 0. Instead of bimetallism with an ar-
= tificially fixed ratio, we will be on a
single silver standard with a debased
currency. But let us suppose for a mo-
ment that the money dealers will turn
angels, and leave the underrated gold
“in the country. The present market ra-
tio of silyer to gold is about 32 to|1.
- Where will the difference between the
actual and fictitions ratio come from?
Who | has| silver to sell? - Who will be
compelled to buy all the silver of the
world, and pay for it a double price!in
gald? Who will be the gainer, and whe
“the loser? To put these questions means
to answer them. It is obvieus that the
gainer in the gigantic transaction will
be the party that has silver to sell, and
‘the loser the buying party. Who will
be the sellers? The owners of silver
-mines. And the buyer—the govern-
ment of the United States. The govern-
“ment is not a producer of commaodities.
It only consumes what it gets from the
people in the shape of taxes in exchange
for certain public services.
Joser will be the people. If that is not
obvious, T do not know what is.

The champions of silver try to con-
Ce the people that the price of silver
will rise in case they win. But they for-
get that the increased demand for sil-
ver will stimulate the production of the
_practically inexhaustible mines and cofin-
‘teract successfully the tendency of the
price of silver to rise. They forget the
tendency of commodities in a mercantile
society to flow irresistibly to the place of
demand, just as water flows from the
higher to the lower level. The quantity
Of silver is practically unlimited.
_According to the assertions of the sil-
Verites, there is too little money in the
country, But that is not true. There
plenty of money in the United States,
The trouble is not in the quantity of
money, but in the circulation. The
‘money in circulation is the life of trade,
not the idle, hoarded money. One, dol-
lar in rapid circulation is bound to do
more good to trade than thousands of

: hidden in a safe. Money that
does not perform the function of money
is practically dead to the world. The in-
ion of currency does not mean in-

=

Means an increase of dead capital, dead
noney. Such an inflatica can do good
nobody, and is bound to bring riin to

The actual.

1 sound of “Free.”

' of the circulation of money, it

ny. The quantity of dead money in |
Country i aiready beyond the de-

ver. The demagogues of the silver party
call gold the money of the rich, silver
the money of the poor. They think poor
money is-good enough for poor people.
As a matter of fact, the producer, the
workingman and the farmer depend
a great deal more on the stability | of
money values, of money that under all
circumstances  represents a  certain
fixed sum. That gold is less subjected
to fluctuation in value, more stable in
Pprice every fair minded man has to ad-
mit. ;

The silverites try to convince the peo-
ple that debtors will profit when money
is cheap. That is indeed a very cheap
argument. Let us see who are the cred-
itors who will lose in these transactions.
The big' money lenders, who lend money
to the government will be able to de-
fend their interests. You can rely on
that. Controlling the money market of
the world, they can easily enforce their
terms by skillful financial operations, the
efficiency of which may be equal if not
greater than a great devastating war.
But the small creditors, the depositors
of money in the banks, the small invest-
ors in different commercial enterprises—
they will be the losers. Will not their

loss be the loss of the country, the loss:
of the people? Maybe the silver-produc-

ing states will profit by the opening of
their mines? Even that is more than
doubtful. Mining countries are, as a
rule, poorer than agricultural enes, as
Mexico, Bolivia, Peru and Siberia are

poorer than European Russia, Germany

and the United States. Only the own-
ers of mines get rich, but, to the people
in general, mining 'is one of the least
profitable enterprises.

. If the unlimited coinage of silver
should be adopted in the United States,
we would witness two periods, one of
sudden powerful contraction of currency
on account of the disappearance of gold
from the country, and then a limited in-
flation of currency. But the temporary
contraction and limited inflation would
prove fatal to the finances and com-
merce of the country.

The creditors would demand their
money paid in the old standard before
the legislation of the unlimited coinage
of silver. The depositors of banks would
withdraw their money. Credit would
be ruined, and with it all business trans-
actions would have to come to a stand-
still. The silverites want to make the
people believe that all the financial ca-
lamities of the last twenty years are due
to the crime of demonetization of silver.
They do not take into consideration any
other gowerful factors, as change of the
transportation rates, increase of produc-
tion, competition of foreign nations, the
tremendous development of the mam-
moth industry and its disastrous conse-
quences for the wage-worker. Indeed,
there is not an argument of the silverites
sound enough to stand the test of criti-
cism. There is nothing in their argu-
ment but confusion of thought and
wrong reasoning, cast in the shoddy gar-
ment of demagogic phrases. Even the
term “Free silver” is intentionally mis-
leading. Tt is chosen with the purpose
to arouse the enthusiasm of the thought-
less crowd by the known charm of the
But, as we have seen,
there is nothing free about free silver.
If the unlimited coinage of silver should
be called by its proper name, the cham-
pians of it would not be able to catch a
fly with it. The poor, common laborer
had no unlimited amount of silver to be
coined. He is glad if he has enough
bread and butter for himself-and his
family. He knows that he will not get
any money without any compensation
of some kind on his part. But he does
not grasp the real meaning of the move-
ment proclaimed with high sounding
phrases. These high sounding phrases
play the part of the spider web for catch-
ing yotes. But it is the duty of citizen-
ship to tell to the people that unlimited
‘coinage of silver means compulsion on
the part of the owners of silver to make
the people of the United States buy all
all the silver they offer for double its
real price. Isador Ladoff.

Rev. S. L. Beal is usually enthusiastic
when he makes up his mind that a cause
is right ,and enlists his services for its
upbuilding. Rev. Mr. Beal is a mem-
ber of the Brockton branch of the So-
cial Democratic party, and lifts up his
voice on all occasions in explaining and
gﬁoldinﬁ::e‘ principles of Socialism.
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GRADUAL ADVANCE FROM
UTOPIA TO SCIENCE

SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM

_That « Everything Belongs to Everybedy in
Common and Nothing Can Belong to
Anybody in Particular,” is
Not Socialism.

~ The lines of demarcation between
Socialism and communism are so little
understood that in the general accept-
ance the terms are synonymous: e

masses are led to believe that under So-

cialism there would be a state of “free-
booting,” or economic piracy by which
a propertyless person could approach
‘his neighbor and compel him to surren-
der one-half of his property on thé the-
ory that “Everything belongs to every-
body in common, and nothing can be-
long to anybody in particular.”

'I%re introduction of Socialism would
mean the extinction of selfishness, as we
know it, and its attendant “offsprings,”
greed and avarice. Self would become
subservient to the common interests of
society as a whole.

While there may be some difference of
opinion as to the manner in which an
ideal. Socialistic state may be brought
about, there can be no doubt that So-
cialists ‘agree that the existence of the
present economic misery can be traced
to the individual ownership of land and
the economic means, viz.: of production
and.distribution, the change from, indi-
vidual to collective ownership, in this
connection would effect the abolition of
rent, interest, taxes, and speculative
profits. Economic wages under the So-
cialistic order of things would include
the promoters’ profit, and it is in this
particular that the Socialistic and com-
munistic theories are fully in accord
with each ‘other. On the other hand,
communism does not recognize individ-
ual capacities and capabilities, but ar-
gues that uniformity in this respect is
the result of a training under proper
conditions. The latter it is sought to
accomplish through a novel system of
education and adjustment of the condi-
tions of labor.

While Socialism simply demands the
ownership“ of the means of production,
communism endeavors to regulate the
consumption in accordance with the ac-
tual need of individuals, and does not
consider the capacity, for production in
individuals as the standard for distribu-
tion. There is a-type of revolutionary
Socialism that believes in applying forci-
ble means in attaining its purpose; but
the vast mass of Socialists are conserva-
tive enough to pin their faith to the
evolutionary process, and the fact that
the present corrupt economic manifesta-
tions are the result of the competitive
system " and its promoting accompani-
_ments, that these are untenable and are
gradually resolving themselves into the
semblance of Socialistic order.

At the time of the Utopian speculative
communism, it was held that men in
their natural state were on an equal phy-
sical and intellectual footing. Accord-
ing to the theory of Babeuf, superiority
in talent is the result of culture, i. e., ar-
tificial development. R. Owen, an En-
glishman, made several attempts to es-
tablish a practical demonstration of the
theories of communism in erecting a cot-
ton mill in New Lanark, and a' com-
munistic colony in America known as

New Harmony. Both of these attempts,

were not as successful as Owen hoped
to see them. In his work, entitled “A
New View: of Society,” he advocated a
system of production in which the pro-
ducers delivered up their .products to
the community and received from it
whatever it deemed necessary for their
maintenance,
The transition from Utopian to
scientific Socialism had its origin in the
school of Henri De St. Simon, who based
his views on the principle set forth by
Adam Smith, in which the latter char-
acterized labor as the source of all
wealth, St. Simon carried out this the-
ory to the extent of advocating that all
es of society, including the aristoc-
racy, the bourgeoise and the military,
should be subordinate to the industrial
class, who are continually supplying the
material wants of life. 5
The value of St. Simon’s teachings to
Socialism consisted chiefly in his advo-
cating an improvement of existing eco-
nomic conditions, a theory wholly for-

—

eign to communistic views hitherto.
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the origin of capitalism exists in the fact
that capital is enabled to profit by
the productive activity of labor. If,
for instance, it is necessary for a man to
work six hours a day to secure a means
of living, and he is required to perform
six hours of additional work, he is ac-
tually working thirty-six hours every
week!for the capitalist who employs him.

With the enhancement of the facilities of.

production the .condition of the laborer
becomes still more unfavorable. In 1848,
in common with Engels, Marx issued a
manifesto’in which he urged the aboli-
tion of private ownership of real-estate
and the right of inheritance, and sought
an introduction of state ownership of
the means of transportation, and a na-
tional credit system. ‘
The conclusion to be drawn from this
is that Socialism has gradually evolved
into a logical science distinctive from
communism, and that while Socialism
and communism hold some principles
which coincide, the former has elimi-
nated the feature which has at all times
been a most serious stumbling block to
a successful application of communistic

’| theories, that is, the radical extinction

of individuality, and the stimulating in-
fluences resulting from freedom of ac-
tion secured by it. While communism
retains that part of the Swiss motto
which is, “One for All,” it fails to give to
its followers the other part which, when
properly translated is, “All for One.”
R. O. Stoll.

Let’s Boom It

All sorts of vagaries are passing cdr-
rent in this country as Socialism, and
it should be the mission of the Social
Democratic party to make as clear as
possible what Scientific Socialism means.

Nothing, in the same space, does this
so well as a pamphlet' T have received
from its author, Rev. Chas, H. Vail, pas-
tor of a church in Jersey City, N.-J. The
title is: “The Industrial Evolution,” and
in its 34 pages I have found the most
concise and interesting treatment of the
historic basis of Socialism I have ever
read.

To clear the confused minds and to
start others right this pamphlet should
be circulated by every member of the S.
D. P. to the limit of his or her ability.
The cost is five cents per copy. It is
printed on good paper, and in my opin-
ion the manner of treatment would be
hard to improve on. Indisputable as to
fact and irrefutable as logic, it makes
an ideal propaganda document. Let us
boom it. Chas. R. Martin.
Tiffin, Ofio.

Individual Initiative

We are taught that political freedom
means a surrendering on the part of the
individual of certain privileges in order
that he may enjoy the advantages of be-
ing a shareholder or participant in the
collective or united management of the
Government. In the same way indus-
trial freedom means a surrendering of
certain privileges which some call “the
right to individual enterprise” in order
that he may enjoy the advantages of a
collective or united management of in-
dustries.

In order ‘to obtain political freedom,
man surrendered the chance of ruling
his fellow man by physical forcé. In
order to secure industrial freedom he
must surrender the chance of being able
to rule his fellow man by superior busi-
ness cunning. Just ‘as our forefathers
overthrew kings and substituted collect-
ive mapnagement of those things which
kings had governed, so must the trust
magnates, who are becoming oppress-
ive, be dethroned and a collective man-
agement of those things which they now
govern be substituted. For they govern
as absolutely in certain lines as any
monarch who ever reigned.

It may be that the establishment of

the cooperative commonwealth will be
brought about by revolution, or it may
be the result of a gradual evolution, but
it is bound to come, as‘the masses are
gradually being educated in this direc-
tion and Socialism is growing with an
irresistible force, and in three years more
it will be the most prominent question
before the American public.  °

E.\Val. Putnam.

' United Action at St. I.aoula
The Central Trades and Labor Un-
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ABOLITION OF WAR AND
THE STRUGGLE TO LIVE -

WHEN WAR SHALL BE UNKNOWN

The Inauguration of Universal Peace Waits
on Economic Freedom Through the
Abolition of Private Ownership of
Land and Capital.

At a time when the nations of the
earth are represented in a peace confer-
ence, a few thoughts on the subject of
war will not be out of place in The Her-
ald. One would think that },800 years
would be long enough for civilized
countries to progress to that point where
their differences would be settled with-
out a brutal resort to force. But it is
not so. The evolution of man is a won-_
_derful and a complex thing. Our evo-
lution from the barbaric state to our
present one has been in progress for
hundreds and hundreds of years and we
are yet but little better than barbarians,
running around with clubs in our hands
seeking whom we may devour. About
the only difference being, that we have
merely changed weapons. Nevertheless %
we are progressing toward a higher.
plane, where men shall live in hanm?n)",
and brutal war shall be adjudged crimi-
nal and a violation of the law of civili- |
zation. To properly understand the po-
sition I take in relation to the subject
under discussion, it becomes necessary
to look back over the history of the past. |
From this history I shall attempt to
glean some facts that will help to make
clear why and when I expect war will be
abolished and international arbitrations
inaugurated. If we study carefully the
conditions of the people a few centuries
ago we will find that the people were di-
vided into small groups or tribes, _eﬁa;_h, :
one with their chief to lead them in their
wars with each other. War was waged d
almost continuously at that time, every *
one was a warrior, and went constantly
armed, for they were called upon to fight |
at a moment’s notice. Some neighbor- |
ing tribe would come upon them sud- : |
denly and they must be ready to resist '
the aggressions of the enemy. :

For ages, this strife between clans and
tribes was going on, every one serving
as his own deﬁndei’; but during this
time some of these tribes were growing
in size and power. Larger bodies were
drawn together, and they became so
powerful that the dim outlines of nations
and empires could be seen on the hori-
zon of the future. Then it became un-,
necessary for all to be soldiers. They
found that a smaller number, well orga-
nized and disciplined was sufficient for
their protection and they organized arm-
ies to carry on their wars. So, then,’in
a crude state were the standing armies
of today brought into existence.

The people ‘began to settle down to
peaceful pursuits. Nations came into
existence, each with their own customs,
languages, laws and armies. Relieved
from the burden of continuous warfare,
they were able to develop their lands and
their industries. Through all these hun- |
dreds of years, all nations have main-
tained their standing armies, Millions
of dollars have been wasted annually in
keeping these armies in readiness for
war. . The labor of millions of men and
women have been wasted, in feeding and
clothing these armies while they have
been pursuing their unproductive voca-
tion. Millions of lives have been sacri-
ficed on the battlefield simply because
the people had not progressed far
enough in civilization to dwell in har-
mony and arbitrate their difference.

It has been said, that there is a reason
for all things, and there must be some
reason why all this has transpired as we
have seen. It is perfectly natural to sup-
pose that there is some particular thing
to fight over when one people declare
war against another., :

What caused the wars of the past? As f
a Socialist I maintain that the private ;
ownership of social property was, pri- .. 8
marily the cause of all the strife of the
past, and of the present. The tribes, in
their wars, fought to get possession of
the property of some other tribe, After -

irmeree e sncrome e

of wandering bands and tribes, war was -
still waged for the same cause. One na- = -
tion, thinking that it would be an ad-
vantage to them to get possession of the j
whole or part of the territory of some -
other nation, enters into dispute with
them over it and the dis i
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J. Jensen, chairman of the United
Trades' Union of Denmark, headquar-
ters at | en, appeals for aid in
behalf of 30,000 men locked out for the
purpose of breaking down their organi-
zations,

Nebiaska populists are opposed  to

fusion because they “got nothing in the

* deal with the Democrats” in '96. They

also decided to “keep in the middle of

the road,” presumably until they get
something, :

Comrade Eugene V. Debs was pre-
vented from attending the Buffalo con-
ference by lecture engagements at two
Chatauqua gatherings in South Dakota.
He closes the present season on the 8th
inst. at Mayville, Mich. .

They are all “Socialists too” at Bui-
falo, but Edward W. Bemis in his re-
port to the Chicago Record said a re-
mark by Mrs. Corinne Brown that So-
cialism had scarcely been mentioned be-
fore her address, was true.

Pingree’s political strike against the
reformers is followed by a strike of 600
employes at the Pingree shoe factory.
The firm of Pingree & Smith has taken
a. position antagonistic to union labor,
but the shoes have been well advertised.

The new congressional librarian, Her-
bert Putnam, has refused to turn the
library into a political asylum and the
office-brokers threaten to defeat his con-
; firmation. Mr. Putnam is a good libra-
| rian, but quite evidently a poor “pa-
[ triot.”

Socialism is a thousand years away!
So? But almost simultaneously it has
. brought defeat to the government forces
at Brussels, Rome and Berlin and de-
feated the reactionaries of France. We
are coming! Keep your ear to the
ground and catch the swell and the
tramp.

Comrade Mrs. Corinne Brown scored
a good point at the Buffalo conference
when she said that the attacks upon So-
cialism by the corporate interests of the
country, while the single tax and other
reform movements were treated with in-
difference, was in itself evidence of the
superiority of her party.

. The “reformers” want to make terms
with the present masters of economic
power, which® will enable them in turn
to make terms with others. Robbery.
with the privilege to rob on a petty
scale diffused among themselves, in-
stead of robbery on a large scale by
trusts, is- what the “reformers” want.

Do you notice that the thousands of
traveling salesmen who are being laid
off by the trust movement are not rich?
They are compelled to organize an em-
ployment bureau for mutual help. Not
less than 35,000 of them have been dis-
pensed with and 25,000 others have been
obliged to accept sweeping salary redyc-
tions with resignations—the only alfer-
native presented. So we have among
one class of employes 60,000 ready to
swear that the times are not prosperous.

While a down-east clergyman was en-
Egged in fulsomely eulogizing the “pure,

igh-minded and patriotic”  judges . of
the land, Judge Mattison at Evansville,
Ind,, to accommodate a coal mining
company, issued a blanket injunction
restraining the United Mine Workers
from interfering with their employes in
. any way. He set the hearing to make
| * +  the injunction permanent ten weeks
{ away, and then left the city for a vaca-
tion without hearing a smgleword from
the miners. “Pure and igh-minded!”

i
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A former bookkeeper in a Chicago
bank was found the other day in an
exhausted and almost aying condition;
due to starvation. He recently gave up
his position, in which he was considered
an expert, on account of illness, and in a
short time was penniless. None but the
class in control of social capital are se-
cure against starvation. : ‘

Gen. Charles King, who has “been
thar” and is generally regarded as a
loyal soldier, makes a statement con-
cernin
dicts the administration tooters. He
says that the natives are “intelligent to
a high degree, the best natural musi-
cians he has ever heard, competent
enough to form a good and stable gov-
ernment.” It is a relief to have assur-

ances of this kind from a reliable and”

authoritative source, but how can Gen.
King hope to escape the branding iron
ofithe lying loyalists?

The proposition of Joseph R. Bu-
chanan, supported by H. N. Casson in
the Buffalo conference, that the right
way to get national reforms is to organ-
ize a million voters who shall sign a
pledge to take a referendum upon any
proposed issue which one of the old
parties “would be certain to adopt,” can-
not be expected to meet with that uni-
versality of acquiescence that.a geomet-
rical proposition demands.

Patriotism is obviously at a low ebb
among some people when it is neces-
sary to arrange a demonstration to
prove its existence. At the Buffalo con-
ference Dr. Thomas of Chicago spoke
on “Militarism,” mentioning several
times the name of Dewey without elic-
ifing any sign of.applause. Not only
did the conference fail to work itself into
a frenzy over the name of the man who
gave cannon to Aguinaldo, but when
they were scored for their disloyalty by
a delegate from New York his remarks
were received with “derisive laughter.”
Next day, to make amends, a ‘special
occasion was made to greet the name of
Dewey with prelonged applause.” Pa-
triotism prearranged—but aiter all it is
an old brand.

- LABOR’S NEW CHAMPION

In his speech to the labor orgapiza-
tions at Pittsburg, Nelson A. Miles, ma-
jor-general of the United States army
for suppressing freedom in the Philip-
pines and protecting organized capital
in America, attempted an extraordinary
bunco game on the wage slaves of
Monopolydom.  His speech showed
that whatever differences may exist be-
tween him and McKinley on embalmed
beef and impenaiism, he is equally as
skillful and hypocritical as the latter in
taking the blind and ignorant working-
man into his confidence. Imagine this
man, who at one time wanted to mount
guns all over the government buildings
of Chicago and elsewhere, saying to the
class against whom the guns would have
been used: “There was a  time when
there was a wider gulf between you who
toil and THOSE- WHO DO NOT
TOIL than there is today.” Then listen
to the plaudits of approval from the
“leaders” on the platiorm that the gulf
between them and the fellows who live
on their toil is growing narrower! “My
svmpathies have been from boyhood to
the present time with the man who
labors,” said this new found champion
of labor's cause. But the records will
be searched in vain for a particle of evi-
dence that his sympathies were with the
unfortunate people of Pullman, the vic-
tims of-Pullman’s avarice and tyranny,
whose cause is now recognized by all
right-minded persons to have deserved
the sympathy of just and honorable
men. Onl the contrary, this person who
has always been more dignified by than
dignifying to his office, wanted to
“brea’l: the bthckb?ne of the strike” by
slaughtering the fri of the T,
wretched and helplees:qspiople e
skinned in the slave pens of Pullman.

That such a man should be given re-
ceptions by the class that would willing-
ly see the Republic turned ‘into a huge
arsenal to protect their legalized and
sanctified larcenies; that such a man
should be banqueted by his masters and
escorted with military honors by  his
‘lackeys, is understandable. But that his
claptrap professions of friendship for the
plundered poor who do the Republic’s
work will be received by them with any
degree of seriousness, is not to be
thought of. Such utterly nauseating
platitudes as this new champion of labor
‘used may catch a few of the purchasable
leaders of organized labor, but the
masses who have felt the mailed hand
of private capitalism and the military

c ent, at
Hazleton, ir  d'Alene,
Valley and Wardner, will not be

by the friend

the Filipinos that flatly contra-
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EVENING REFLECTIONS

A society that produced wealth for so-
cial use, and not for private profit, would
not need any standing armies.

Socialists want the tools of produc-
tion, .which are a special growth and in-
heritance, used to create peace, sunshine
and happiness,

Abolish the fleecing class in society
and the fighting class will be unneces-

sary

Disarmament and - universal peace
wait on the adoption of universal jus-
tice through socialized production and
distribution of wealth.

A great many people who have rather
reluctantly come to see that trusts are
not “visionary,” begin to doubt whether
Socialism is a “dream.” ;

The substitution of a system of pro-
duction for use in place of one for pri-
vate profit would smooth the furrows of
care from the brow of humanity, and
make happiness' contagious. <

Ingersoll once said that if he had been
‘consulted in the arrangement of this
world, he would have made health con-
tagious instead of disease. But a provis-
ion would have been required to make
the capitalist system of industry impos-
sible.

Preaching thrift to workingmen" who
don’t get enough to eat, no matter how
industriots they are, is entirely worthy
of the Hannaized period of American
history. ’

Among the best ‘paid men in the
country, considering the work they do,
are the editors who rehash the old chest-
nut that Socialism means “dividing up.”

The capitzﬂist class can make all rob-
bery legal, and all usurpation constitu-
tional. Has the “long green,” you know.

We are in the midst of the greatest
revolution in human history; but the av-
erage man doesn’t seem to know it.

In spite of all the clamor against
trusts, the war-of extermination against
the middle class with its small means
proceeds with merciless exactness,

The poor, blind dupe who toils ten
hours a day for a cheap suit of clothes
and three cheap meals a day, don't want
a -system like Socialism, that would
make him anything but a cheap man.

The persistence of poverty and social
degradation are directly traceable to pri-
vate ownership of those things which no
individual conceived, no individual pre-
serves, and no individual = operates;
things that are socially conceived, so-
cially preserved and socially operated.

Have you ever tried to think what
tremendous changes are being worked
out in society by the separation of the
wealth-producers. from the means of
gaining a living?

Trying to “reform” corrupt politics by

carefully nourishing the taproot of cor-
ruption—private property rights in so-
cial capital—is the task the “reformer”
has set himself. He might as well try to
lift himself by his boot-straps, dam’ the
Mississippi with a sieve, tip the Rockies
with a toothpick, or any other impossi-
ble thing.
__ Some men don’t care to help Social-
ism because its success is “far away.”
If Socialism could help them out of
their present stress and strain, they
would be Socialists at once.

An expansion of the opportunities of
all the people to gain a livelihood, with
freedom from a capitalistic “rake-off,”
is an object worthy of all the genius in
the land. ;

It isn't politics that consigns the work-
ers to destitution and the shirkers to
luxury; it is the capitalist system of in-
dustry and wages, which ~divides the
workers’ product in the proportion of
one to the worker and nine to the
shirker.

It is not politics that breeds corrup-
tion, but the subordination of politics to
the interests of private—capital,

For the masses of the people who do
the work of the world, Health, Home
:and Happiness are impossible under the
capitalist system of production.

A society that takes from 25 to 50
years labor from a man, and absorbs all
the wealth he and when he is

A e,
e jail or the , may be

said mgzﬁi‘-,_
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Workingmen have either today 1w
wear out or rust out. They die by work
or die by lack of it. They are cursed by
too much work or too little.

They are worked to death, or un-
worked to death. If they work, they
slave; if they do not work, they starve

Slaving or starving, they have about
as much chance of being successful in
the “pursuit of happiness” as they would
have of catching black bass in an empty
water bucket. ‘

1t is little wonder that so many work-
ingmen should prefer the certainty of
death to the uncertainty of life.

How many cases of suicide can you
remember having read of in the past
year, in which the cause was stated as
“despondency?” 3

In each case it was but the last piti-
ful act in a tragic life-drama, in which
the business villain at last triumphs over
the industrial hero in the play.

A suicide is but the last.despairing
flash of a trampled torch; the public
glimpses of an oppressed soul rushing
from obscurity to obscurity.

Every suicide is a social murder.
There is no such thing as suicide as
apart from murder.

Suicide is simply a murder in which
the murderers force the victim to take
his own life, and then add insult to mn-
jury by blackening his memory with the
crime,

No man would take his life under
normal conditions, It is simply the ab-
normal conditions of a social life that
force him to the act.

And as part of society, you are guilty
of his blood!

Every time a human being dies be-
cause of the lack of those things which
God has granted, that Nature has sup-
plied, and that you, in your selfishness,
refuse to share, you are a murderer!

As a voter, you have the partial pow-
er to abolish the abnormal conditions
that cause so many to take their own
lives, and if you have not exercised that
power, you cannot escape sharing in the
social sin,

While millions are being spent yearly
in the attempt to make proselytes to the
Christian creed, not a dime is being ex-
pended by the church to make the con-
dition of labor more tolerable.

wnough is spent in oné year trying to
release aliens from spiritual bondage as
would release America from wage-bond-
age forever.

The trouble is, that so much of our
religion is exported to foreign countries
that there isn’t enough left to supply the
home demand.

It is cheaper to sympathize with op-
pressed foreigners than to supply the
needs of the suffering at.our door.

Many long to sacrifice themselves on
the altar of foreign missions, and yet are
unwilling to sacrifice an effort, a mo-
ment, or a cent to live practical Christi-
anity at home,

Religion that cannot be lived at home
is not worth its carrying expenses to any
foreign land.

The labor movement is the great re-
ligious movement of the present day.

No man can serve God who does not
help his fellowmen, and no man can
help his fellowmen who permits the ex-
istence of the curse of commercial com-
petition. Y

The curse of the world at all times has
been selfishness, and selfishness is today
embodied in the great financial corpo-
rations that dictate the conditions of in-
dustrial life,

And whoso would serve God and help
man must assist, in removing this great
industrial barrier from the world’s path-
waaloi moral progress.

e have nothing to do with God; we
have everything to do with men.

We have nothing to do with the fu-
ture life; we have everything to do with
the present life in us and agout us.

e have n}?thing‘ to do with New Te-
rusalem; we have everything to do with
New York and New Havgcn, a:d the
other cities in which we live. ,

We have nothing to do with the Devil;
we have everything to do with Mark
Hanna,.and the sooner the better.

It pays to be a criminal, instead of an
honest man,

A certain -murderer in Me.,
has just been convicted at the to
the State of $3,000, and now-is to be

s"gort'ed in the jail until September.
uring that time m,.m"f. will be

wants of thousands of
Many an honest man will flatten his

supplied at public expense, while the | -
au II £ NG Lk s i

mmmstahkmhop op window, dow, while
 and. are the

in the fact that the worléing :
soft, i
If workingmen had firm
pose, and stiffness of back
of being the victims o f ev
tyrant, they would find out that ¢
ing of “times” lies in their own }
1f we were really men, instead
serfs, we would pluck down these
usurpers of industrial power, and"
-our own conditions of life.
Freedom is never given to s
always taken by men,
So be a man, and if you can’¢
man, be a woman. Merlin,

How Far Backward Ko
“Smash the trusts!” is a cry that filly -

the land these days. It comes from thogs
who pride themselves on being “reform.
ers,” while the democrats grow frantie
in their shouts, and even the republicang
are joining in the chorus. This appji
to both individuals and party conyen.
tions.: . 2

In discussing the subject I haye had |
no little amusement in trying to haye
my “smash the trusts” friends tell me
how far they want to go in their demand
for a journey backward. The
claim that the trusts prevent competition
and throw thousands of people out of
work. Which I am ready and willing to
admit; but in return they are coaﬁg]
to agree that the producing of a given
amount of goods is beifg reduced to the .
lowest possible point, both in time and
cost, which is secured by eliminating all
useless labor and the use of the greatest
amount of perfect machinery. -

When the question of machinery s
reached the average ‘“‘smash the trusts”
howler jumps at it and begins to talk of
stopping the manufacture of new ma-
chines, or begins to recite that other .
contradictory story about machi
making work for more people. It does
not need long argument to show that
the modern trust would be an impossi-
bility but for the wonderful development
of machinery, with its facility for multi-
-plying the articles needed to méet the
wants of humanity.

I urge that good, common horse sense
would teach that it was the proper thi
to get the greatest amount of wealth
produced at the least outlay of time and
labor, and that any person or persons
who made it possible to grow two blades
of grass where only one had grown was .
a benefactor, and should be honored by
society. - About this time it begins to
become plain that the ownership of ma- .
chinery is the key to the situation,

The systematic organization and:
subdivision of the productive forces so
as to secure the greatest results in the
least time is too clear to admit of dis- 2
pute, and the greater the use of machin- o
ery, the larger the results, logically fol-
lows, and if the element of private
was knocked out, the continuation of
the systematic organization of workers,
using all the displaced idle and useless:
labor, assisted by machinery, could but ]
result in a reduction of the hours of la- 4
bor to the lowest point that would give ’
everybody employment and produceall = |
that the demands of society called for. |
This is the Socialist aim and ideal. v

' Our “smash the trusts” friends havi
admitted the part played by machinery
in making possible the trust, are urging'

a backward movement that I find they
don’t know where to draw the lineon. =~

Giving all the useless traveling men
back their jobs will not satisfy them;
opening up a lot of little cut-throat com-
peting shops will not settle the question,
and as you come down the line you find
the individual who wants to 3; awa
with the machine that took his job. I
ask: How far backward are you going—
to the little cross-road shop, to the stage
coach, or where? Draw the line, please.
. When you find how hard this problem
is, try your mind on the Socialist solu-
tion. Study the historical development
of industrial society and see if the posi-
tion taken by the Socialists is not in
mony with the onward and
courre of social and industrial d
ment. We say the modern trust is
inevitable outcome of the capit:
(competitive) system of production, at
that the fuller development will be #
ownership of all the means of productic
and distribution by the people, throt
a thoroughly democratic organization:
society. ng away with private p:
the moc_lem incentive and regulator
g’o@ucuc:;:, aa!:r.l le;lving demand to

e incentive only regulator.

This will insure t<y> each worker |
enjoyment of his or her socially
spare of the wealth produced. The
cially due share will be just the diffet
ence between what one’s individual lab
¢an create and that which would
the most scientific subdivisi
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ces of Branch Meetings Inserted for 25¢
COLORADO.

No. 1 of the

oo prass e 1Sl e B
: ave -
Hall, 1715 alifor lLroeLychlvor, Collg..

Thos. Gibl Chalrman; Mrs.
i mug'. 1799 Washington street.
. CONNECTICUT.
3rd Tuesday in
‘Branch 3 (Conn.) mmu‘d“p‘u
Y, pog'cﬁfu“monu. usl'ank street.

ILLINOSS. ,
o 3 ot i, G, s sy
anch 2, Chicago, Iil, Bohemlan, meets 24
s e T T 8
b r Ll meets 1st and 3d Sun-

ach month at Bohemian
P School cor. 15th and

‘Leavitt sts. Secretary, Frank Ort, 566 W.
%i’ E‘cb , Chicago, Ill., German, meets lst

3d )(:iuhy &t 8§ p. m. at 5 Blue Island
i INDIANA,

. 6, Indiana, meets first Saturda
and 3rd 8‘\:11'1 :

t Reichwein's
_-MM tgo!;o streets, Indianapolis.

MARYLAND,
Maryland, meets every Sunday
ter's 1, 506 E. timore

. Baltimo Md., meets eve
“h;o ’l'm at 311 \!P'V" German St. socrz
nk &nack. 1408 N. Gay St.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Holyoke, Mass., meets second and
:;ldly yo! each month at ggnngdale
Hall.  Organizer, H. Schlichting, 30

L.

,, Lynn, Mass., permanent headquar-

E Buma; i, best BZrial B il
onda 30 p.

Sl l?' lnvllod? E. W, Timson, 23 Albany

Sec.-Treas. -

.9, Brockton, meets the 1st and
of ;lch month for business, in Cut-

Clark's B Cor, Main and Center
streets. Hecretary, Frank & Walsh, No. 813 W.

5, Massachusetts—East Boston—

.vu-yI ﬁondn;vn 8 p. m. at 9 Chelsea st.
Sweeney, 191 Webster st., Sec.

e R Dt Ty S ok o

‘mtn‘?:uucr'- ball, Clari's Block, cor.

Main and Q'g.nur streets. Secretary, Frank 8.

Wi

Tl Rinssachusetts State Committes meets the
 first Saturday of each month at 7:30 p. m. at
M3 Washington llr?er. Bosu:n. '.‘h\“ ‘\;ommtinl-
d ded for the
B:Inu Comm-moe should be sent to the
. Secretary, Margaret Halle, 5 Glenwood st., Rox-
bury. i

corner Market

tary,

| © MISHOURI.

i City Central Committee meets every
Thmmn Byp. m. at m')gm 7, 2 N. Fourth
‘street. Eecremry, Albert E. Sanderson, 4225 N.

ewstead avenue,
83;. Louis Third Ward Branch (st Mo.) meets
every Friday at 8§ p. m. at 1223 N. Broadway.
r, A. F. Haussler, 1223 N. Broadway.
Louls Twelfth Ward Branch (2nd Mo.)
meets every 1st Sunday at 2 p. m, and every 'drd
Sun at 9:30 a. m. at Bohemian National Hall,
4 N en avenue and Dolman street. Organ-
v A. Langhirt, 3430 Tennessee avenue.
Louls l§lmh Ward Branch (3d Mo.) meets
{ 2d and 4th Tuesday at 8§ p. m. at Rhine
: %.’ 13th nm‘i W&mn: ‘streeln. uOrxnnuer,
Charles F. Meler, 3xM Indiana avenue. :
St lf.oull 'l;et‘n'l;n g&’nﬁd Brntnggo(:lh Mt;.z r{gleleig:
every 2d and 4th Sunday at 9: . m,
= adway and }\yeolmk sts,  Organizer,
i s J. Krause, 3124 Michigan avenue.
" Bt. Louls First Ward Branch (5th Mo.) meets
very 24 Sunday at § p. m. at 4800 N. Broadway.
4 r, Jullus Blumeénthal, 857 Cowan street.
; Louls Second Ward Branch (6th Mo.)

mee v 2d and 4th Tuesday at 8 p. m. at

] .':‘;rr%er Hall, corner I3th and _Monrog

its. Organizer, H. J. Steigerwalt, 1112
ber street.

" 7. Missouri, meets every Tuesday at
g.“;fhn 1800 Union ave., Kansas City. G. J.
‘W. 9th street, Sec. .
Louls Twenty-sixth Ward Branch (Sth
Mo.) meets every gaturdny at 8§ p. m. at 3946
8t. Ferdinan Organizer, Joseph C.

“Qo avenue. fse
Wurﬁ Sixth Ward Branch ($th Mo.) meets
- eV Wednesday, at § g m. at 1031 South
.‘l".:{m: street. t)’mnlur ohn Zach, 1031 South
"sn'tffu'i- Eighth Ward Branch (10th Mo.)
every 1st SBunday at 2 g‘ m. and every
Sunday at 9:30 a. m. at Bohemian National
I, corner Allen avenue and Dolman street.

r, L. P. Tomsen, 2331 South Tth street.

e Louls Thlrteaush Warg Brl;nc‘hn d‘uel\Pe rl;loag

- mee! at 2 p. m.
‘ "":‘;y!‘g) E:n "n‘y at B?)hamun National
ill, Allen avenue and Or-

‘g.her, Ollver A. ave-
' NEW YORK.

East Y . 1, New York, meets

! lss:d:ng r%%c%h?’:nga 1‘5 ltl! Clinton st.

X tary, A. Guyer, 1 uffolk st.

" Branch l.ANewyéurk (24th Assembly District)

2nd and 4th Monday of the month

t 34 E. 5ith st. L. Funcke, 239 E. 58th st.,

Branch No. 10 (ith Ass. Dist) New York,

Dolman street.
, 1316 M1

New Tork (3’ Assembly Dis-

1st l:: 'rgr Thundlgvel of each

h at Faulhaber's Hall, 1561 Second ave-
; “ork City. Secretary, R. Hoppe,

entral tation Committee of
g “A‘n vicinity meets secon

al De
beth H. Thomas, 31 Division Bt
1

® onro0.

d, meets In Ohl-
‘r?l‘n’?'.:?l‘.{"i&n%’ and fourth
at 3 p.

Lect dmmnz}onl, bus-
n?i\ ma“':'h'ﬁa Fridays at 8§
PENNSYLVANIA.

‘Erle, Pa., meets every Sunday aft-

¢ L. Hall, TI6 State street. Chair-
‘Cl:::.k'ﬂo rick; secretary, Geo. B.
urg, Pa., meets

330 p m. Funk Hall,

Se J. H. Lewis,

meets

Phila-

9 J.

WISCONSIN.
‘Branch No. 1, Milwaukee, meets e

S Y

afternoon of each’

' Rockland’s Big Meeting

The second of a series of out-door so-
cial ings of the joint branches of
Brockton, itman and Rockland,
was held at Rockland, Mass.,, on the
orchard lawn of our genial and hospita-
ble comrade, Wm. , where the
guests began to gather about 11 o'clock
a, m. The party was treated by the host
to a hearty spread, with liquid refresh-

ments, and the gentlemen smoked and

all conyersed freely till the meeting was
called to order, presided over by Com-
rade Joseph Hinkley, who introduced
pleasantly the many speakers and other
talent, who responded willingly to the
call and for nearly four hours held the
closest attention of the enthusiastic and
delighted audiance, numbering at  its
close more than a hundred, among
whom were many ladies.

Comrade Jabez Tabor, of Brockton,
discoursed at length and very interest-
ingly upon the principles of the S. D. P.
as he read its platiorm and demands,
which were heard and understood by
many of the neighbors for the first time.
- J. M. Caldwell made a telling speech
on the necessity of this political organi-
zation of the workers, which as the little
flame started to check the devastation of
the swiftly advancing prairie fire should
meet and overwhelm the threatening,
crushing power of the two old capitalist-
controlled ies,

Mr. Wm. Soper apppealed to all
thoughtful minds in the name of right-
eousness, truth and justice to arouse
from their apathy and for the sake of
their children and the generation of the
future to identify themselves with the
S. D. P. and peaceably avert the armed
strife which we feel will ensue if these
means- fail.

Chas. Malpas commented on the so-
cial nature of the assembly and the har-
mony and concordance of ideas which
mark all our gatherings. He derided
the action of the Brockton board of al-
dermen, one member of which had
finally plucked up courage enough to
move to shoulder the eight-hour work
day and half holiday question on to the
finance committee, and another, a re-
publican, who disapproved of the work-
ingmen increasing their poverty b
spending their nickels and half holidays
at Highland park,.the cheapest resort for
recreation that that city offers.

Comrade Lowell remarked depreciat-
ingly on his ability as a speaker and
promptly refuted it in an able compari-
son of the value to a community of the
business man and the laborers, much to
the ‘disadvantage of the former, and
(p:assed -remarks on the charity (?) of

arnegie, ,

Contrade Soper discoursed eloquently
on woman suffrage and the powerful but
often unappreciated influence of the
mothers from the ethical standpoint on
the advancement of the nation, paid full
tribute to their intellectual ability and
apppealed to husbands and brothers to
work with this party for political free-
dom for the struggling women.

Comrades Bosworth, Thompson, Beal
and Higgins made brief but pointed re-
marks, and Rev. Father Maurice O'Con-
nor, while not being able to agree on all
points, expressed the belief that the
party by the individual rectitude of its
members would most surely exert a tel-
ling influence in a political movement

and cautioned them to a policy tempered

by sound judgment and moderation,
After an informal business sesssion
the party adjourned, to meet again at
Brockton on the evening of the 16th
and at Whitman for a similar day’s out-
ing on the 18th, and the gathering was
pronounced a complete success and
probably the most enjoyable thus far
held by the joint branches. A. E. V.

i}

St. Louis Notes

The Social Democratic Party, togeth-
ker with the Arbeiter-Zeitung Publ.i.ﬁ;:)hg
Association, will give a d raffle and
picnic at Ebersbach’s Garden, Arsenal
street and Gravois avenue, Sunday, July
23. Tickets, 10 cents a person.

Sacial Democrats should never forget
the International Cigarmakers’ Union
blue label. ;

Comrade Blumenthal is making stren-
uous efforts to get the First Ward
Branch on a solider basis and in good
working order.

Comrade Heigerwalt, of the Pattern
Makers’ Union, will do all in his power
to get some of the North Side branches
on a more substantial basis. He realizes
that a solid, active organization and sys-
tematic agitation are the secret of suc-
cess in our movement.

The circulation of the “Social Demo-

‘cratic Herald,” “Appeal to Reason” and

other good Socialist literature should be
pushegzore vigorously than heretofore.
Comrades Ruesche and Berlinger

‘have. been hustling for The Herald and

§ the last few weeks.
s Twelfth Ward Branch, with such
etic comrades as Lyons, Uijka and

 gratulations, dear Herald, and many

mghusetts State Ticket

or Governor,
WINFIELD P. PORTER,
Newburyport.
. For Lieutenant-Governor,
ISAAC W. SKINNER,
* Brockt

on,
For Secretary of State,
HARLES H. BRADLEY,
i Haverhill,
For Treasurer, .
C. W. WHITE, .
Winchester,
For Attorney-General,
ADDISON W. BARR,
Worcester,
For Auditor,
ANGUS McDONALD
Boston,

Boston's Benediction

So this issue rounds out our Herald’s
first year of existence. Heartiest con-

happy returns of the day. As plainly as
though it had happened but yesterday do
I remember with what joy I hailed your
first appearance upon the scene of ac-
tion, bringing as you did the welcome
assurance that the new. Socialist party
was to have a fitting medium for the ex-
pression of the high aims, the devotion
to principle and the true Socialistic spirit
which had called it into existence, and
was therefore bound to succeed. De-
spite its small size, its typographical er-
rors, and other defects incidental to a
new paper, I was so glad simply to know
that it was alive, that, looking into the
future in the light of this first achieve-
ment of the party, the little paper seem-
ed to me perfectly beautiful and all that
could be desired!

But in traff™we have much reason to +
be proud of it, and grateful to the brave
comrades at headquarters whose seli-
sacrifice, courage and determination have
carried it through those soul-trying days
of the reorganization when' friends were
few, funds nil, enemies numerous and
active; and most Social Democrats were
still on the fence waiting to see which
way the others were going to jump. We
in Massachusetts can well afford to give
to these comrades their full meed of
praise, inasmuch as we were so deeply
engrossed with our own local struggle
and so impressed with the importance of
saving our own state movement and
bringing it to the front, that we did hut
little more than our absolute duty
towards helping them out.

This first year of our existence as a
party has to a large extent determined
the character and established the indi-
viduality of our party; and our official
organ has contributed largely to that
end. If a party’s official mouthpiece be
rancorous and abusive, the party mem-
bers, feeding upon such mental diet, nat-
urally and inevitably grow like what they
feed upon. If, on the other hand, it is
just, logical and infused with the spirit
of Socialism, which, being interpreted, is
love, the party members will also in that
case partake of its nature. After the
anniversary celebration in New York,
which I had the pleasure of attending, a
member of “the other organization” who
had been present was asked what he
thought of the meeting. “Oh, it was
great,” he replied. “It was just like the
S. D. Herald—all good feeling and en-
thusiasm for the cause,” which I con-
sider a high compliment indeed, both to
The Herald and to the New York com-
rades, Margaret Haile.

The Haverhill comrades had an out-
door meeting June 24, at Lake Attitash,
with sports, refreshments and music. It
was well attended and a decided success.

¢ . Connecticut .

To the Branches and readers of the
Herald of Connecticut, Comrades:
Branch 6 of Rockville, knowing that
strength and number of Branches in our
state is scattered, appeals to you to con-
sider the following proposition: Wheth-
er it is possible and practicable to have a
state Convention in the near future. The
necessity for it is quite apparent. We
must have some sort of organization if
we want to take part in the election next
year. We must also have somebogy
whose duty it shall be to organize
Branches in this state when and wher-
ever possible. We must be prepared
for active work in 1900.

Branch 6 will temporarily act as state
committee until the Branches through-
out the state shall elect one. All corrc-
spondence on this matter should be ad-
dressed to Louis Schiaf, 26 Spring St.,
Rockville, Conn., -

NEW BRANCHES

San An
PROPAGANDA FUND.

{ smaller gross production; that is, each

DISCUSSION:OF THE |
DEMANDS FOK FARMERS

. About Bonanza Farms

. Some of the opponents of the farm-
er's program, arguing against giving the
farmer any special attention have con-
cluded their remarks by saying, in ef-
fect, that the farmer would have to come
to socialism, because the same causes
would drive him to it as drives the wage
worker of the city. Such an idea is based
on the belief that ' conditions would
sooner or later get at the farmer as they
now do at the’ city laborer. Doubtless
some of these critics have gotten their
idea from Laurence Gronlund’s “Co-
operative Commonwealth,” which in. the
second ‘chapter speaks of mortgaged
farms and bonanza farms and then ob-
serves:

“There is no doubt that these bonanza
farms will in the near future increase
greatly. Thus -our public lands, which
were intended for happy homes are in'a
fair way of becoming no better than
penal colonies, and of being robbed of
their rich soil for the benefit of capital-
ist' pockets. ‘What will then become of
our farmer ‘proprietors,’ but farmer ten-
ants? * * *Yes the time will come
when the farmers will learn that social-
ism is the only refuge alike for them
and the working classes,” etc. (pp. 43.)

Mr. Gronlund now . repudiates the
above view, as not borne out by later
developments. In his “New Economy,”
pp. 282-283, he says:

“There is one thing that ought to be
very encouraging to our small. farmer,
and that is, that he evidently has noth-
ing now to fear from the direct compe-
tition of large syndicates of capitalists.
This writer takes great pleasure in ac-
knowledging that he was mistaken,
when, a score of years ago, he wrote in
his book, “The Co-operative Common-
wealth,” ‘There is no doubt that the
bonanza farms will in the near future
greatly increase in numbers.” That, to
be sure, was the natural conclusion to
draw from the census reports of 1880,
and from all other accounts at the time
in regard to these huge domains in all
the newer parts »f our country. But
the census report of 1890 showed that
some years previously they must have
received some decided check, and by
this time we have found out in what the
check consists, : :

“We know

now that these very
large farms yield during the first
years a  considerable greater. net
production than the small jarms—

that is to say, a larger increase

per acre—but at the same time, a much

acre of these large estates gives a much
smaller number of bushels of wheat than
cach acre of the small farms. This is
casy enough to explain: It is because
the farms are less carefully cultivated,
since this has necessarily to be per-
formed by hired labor, which cannot be
very well oyerlooked (personally super-
intended), ahd its results are not per-
ceptible until some time afterward.
However, each bushel of wheat is, on
these bonanza farms, produced at such
a,very small cost, that is, during the
first few years, while the land is yet vir-
gin soil, that it leaves quite an income
per acre, But experience has shown
that after a few harvests this so-called
‘extensive’ cultivation—superficial till-
age on a large scale, in spite of its many
evident advantages, becomes decidedly
unprofitable, so that it never in the long
run can compete with ‘intensive’ culti-
vation on small farms. While this fact,
as already said, should furnish encour-
agement to the small farmer, it should
furnish him at the same time with the
valuable lesson not to tie himself ‘to
more land than he is able to very care-
fully cultivate. For the future evidently
belongs to ‘intense’ tillage * * * JIp
other words, our country will very likely
in a not remote future be covered with
gardens, * * #”

Mr. Gronlund observes that while the
farms implied co-operation, it was co-
operation of capital. He thinks co-op-
eration of the most democratic sort may
come when gardens take the place of
farms, by reason of the intense form of
cultivation. Agriculture, he says, has
ceased to be the basic industry, and is
now the handmaid of manufactures.

The land of the farmer, he very prop-
erly observes, will be the last to be
touched by the wand of colleciivism, and
here is where one mistake of the Single
Taxers comes in. They fail to distin-
guish between city land and country
land. The Single Taxer cannot a
to the farmer at all, for it practically
aims at a confiscation of all the land val-
ues throughout the country. The So-
cialsts,

nd | Mary E, Lease are being

i
mony with regard to the bonanza farms
tends to correct a very erroneous and

view on the sub-

also a very prevalent ¢
ject. Frederic Heath.

Milwaukee,

Want to be Understood

" I note the reply of Comrade Heath to
the resolutions passed by ‘the local
branch concerning the farmers’ plank
and I think that he misunderstood the
resolution when he says, “they naively
state that they do not know whether
they are in favor of it or against it, and
so want the thing decided by vote,' On
the contrary we distinctly said that,
“we, believing the farmers’ plank to be
an injury to the growth of the S. D, P,”
etc. We have no objections to the de-
bate being continued, but we believe
that the question ought to be settled be-
fore the next national convention meets
£0 that we can present a united front to
the enemy. We believe that the ques-
tion can be settled with less friction
through the referendum than by means
of a national convention. Now a word
on the “Demands for Farmers.” The
socialist platform or ‘‘demands” must be
founded on the class struggle itself, if
we desire to maintain a consistent posi-
tion. That which benefits the capitalist
class is an injury to the working class.
What one gains the other loses. Hence
we must be a party advocating strictly
the interest of the working class whether
in the city or country. utsky in his
pamphlet entitled “The Capitalist Class,”
says: “When one speaks of the classes
which are steadily becoming the sole
property-holders and exploiters, the mo-
nopolists of the instruments of produc-
tion, distinction must be made between

capitalists and landlords; and further-

more, the fact must not be overlooked
that to speak of the small holder of land
as a landlord, is as great a misnse of
terms as to, speak of the small holder of
capital as ‘a capitalist. The capitalist
system of production is rapidly exting-
uishing both of these small holders, and
congesting into the hands of a few what-
ever valuable property still lingers in the
hands of the small man.” Now I be-
lieve that the above contains the essence
of the whole dispute over the Farmers’
demands.  We see with Kautsky that
“the small holders of land as well as the
small holder of capital” can not (in the
strict sense of the terms as we use them
today) be considered as landlords or
capitalists. But it does not follow that
because they are not landlords or capi-
talists, that they are (strictly speaking)
wage laborers and members of the wage
slave class. They are the connecting i
link that is growing weaker and smaller
every day and are constantly being ab-
sorbed by the working class. Capitalist
alchemy transforms the small holders of
land and capital into wage slaves. Hence
I claim that we can go to the small own-
er of land and capital, without the “de-
mands” and use the same argument with
him that we use with the proletariat in
the cities. If the small land owner can-
not see the truth of our argument that
every labor saving machine introduced -
in the cities means a smaller demand for
his products, that every trust organized
affects him in the same manner, then we
can rely on the capitalist system to dis-
possess him of his small advantage and
possibly he may then see things in a
different light; .if not, then he is only
fit for the life that this system can bes
stow. Furthermore, the great bonanza
farm of the south and northwest is just
becommi a factor in the transformation
of small holders of land into wage slaves
and it is a practical demonstration to
point the small farmer to, showing him
the futility of striving to “survive” under
the capitalist system. I also believe that
Comrade Rosa Proletaire pointed out
that the large landlord would have as
great an advantage'in proportion as the
small farmer if our “demands” were car- !
ried out. However, let the discussion 2
continue, but at the same time let us hew
to the line with no compromise what-
ever, and I hope we will settle the ques-
tion before the next convention is called

to order. . Oneal.
Terre Haute. .Jas 4n

_—'h-
New Hampshire Notes

There are 25 Social Democratic vo-
ters in the city of Berlin who ought to
be organized before the next election in
1900.

Before the Spring town election a
Social Democratic caucus was held in
Seabrook, and a ticket put up which
polled 35 votes, though no one had been
there to organize them. They caught
it from Amesbury and Newbu: A
over in Massachusetts. Oh! it's actch.

in%! ' i
South Hampton has seyeral
Social Democrats who will be
from as soon as they get
the town. We won't

s for a tour in

active
heard
ready to carry
any names.
the state by Com.
I matured.
t‘?ﬁbu been effected
ng cers: Ch. airman,

vice-cha "

. A State org:
with the followi
F. G. R, Gord
H. Mellen; |
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i e of”f;:c teachers of Socialism
- whom the Emperor of Germany is after,

is Prof. Adol h'WaghEﬁ"})fOf" ofessor of
political ,econgmy' at the University of
Berlin. ffai ;

A 'demonstration of the Socialists of
Belgium against an obnoxious electoral
bill promoted by the premier, and a de-
claration by Comrade Vandervelde and
other Socialist leaders, supported by the
progressists in the chamber of deputies,
to resort to revolution for its defeat, re-
sulted in the government forces yielding
to the Socialists’ demand and an agree-
ment to modify the bill. In the mean-
time all Socialist soc;:‘iwar arg far(rlr:;f{ies

i amber

In the Italian b

ordered on a

boxes when a vote was ¢
measure, considered unjust, which the
majority party undertook to force
through. Soon aflt_er 2:; king signed a
“decree closin jament.

The Social%stga::f Germany issued an
appeal to the miners of the Bochum dls?
trict, in Westphalia to go back to work
within the time prescribed by the opera-
tOrls.'ast Sunday morning, after the usual.
parade of the civic guard at Liege, Bel-

ium, 250 guardsmen pn_)ceedcd to the
gocialist headquarters with -arms re-
versed and joined the Socialists. A
command to return to their own quar-
ters was received with derision. :

Belgian provinces are greatly excited
over the opposition of the clericals and
conservatives to the popular demand for
the abolition of plural voting; a general
strike throughout the country is not im-

bable. ;
pnz)n:l of the causes of the absence of
tumult at the landing of Dreyfus was
the determined attitude of the Socialists
who stood against the reactionaries for
the cause of justice.

The son of the late Duke and Duch-
ess Galliera, of Genoa, declines to as-
sume his father’s title or to make per-
sonal use of an enormous fortune left
him. He is a firm believer in the doc-
trines of Socialism, has turned his inher-
itance over to the city of Genoa and is
earning his own living as a teacher of
mathematics. { : ;

The Social Democratic movement 1n
Bulgaria is making fine progress. In
Pawlikeni our Comrade Gabrowski was
elected to the Chamber of Deputies, re-
ceiving 3,588 votes agamst 1491 capital-
ist votes of his opponent. Gabrowski
attended the International Socialist con-
gress in Zurich in 1893, In Cazanlic
1682 Socialist votes were polled against
720 in 1806. In Jamboli two Socialists
were elected, Conrades Blagoef and Sac-
azoi. Everywhere the Socialist vote
shows a splendid increase.

Stripped of All Disguise

It does not require a prophet, nor
“even the son of a prophet to see the
injustice of the conditions under which
we now live, and that these conditions
must be abolished by honest men and
women, and superseded by a system in-
volving consolidation of interests. The
trend of events is unmistakable. - The
situation is free from disguise. Every
student can see that the road we are now
traveling has run its course, and that
the people can no longer endure the
burden of the travel.
or instance, take the ever present
problem of the unemployed, whose num-
bers frequently run into several millions.
Society, and even the trades unions have
forgotten their existence. On the roads
they are vagrants. Off the roads they
are trespassers, homeless, foodless, shift-
less and in every way superfluous, with
every inducement ‘held out to them to
become criminals, for under existing
conditions there is no means of escape.
They must live and die poor, and leave
- their poverty as an inheritance to their
children, if they have any.

At best, they have nothing to sell but
their labor, and when they succeed in
doing this, find they can only do {o con-
ditional upon surrendering four-fifths of
what their labor produces, to the man
who employs them, and receiving the re-
maining one-fifth for themselves, in full
for the five-fifths which they have cre-
ated.

As the ancestors of the present wage-
workers, who were land tenants, had
been enslaved by the proprietors who
lived on the rents paid by them, so the
present wage-workers represent the fol-

lowing truisms:

First—Compelled to live by the sale

of themselves,
Second— when employed of

{:o)ur‘_ﬁfths of the product of their la-
r. . et i

. Third—Forieited

for themselves,

s
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For some Mnﬁi‘h‘&t‘vmaw’mm
burning out ttle life it holds.

Beer SHixory of Sl worn

inr :
Upon his acl frame and steals too much
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Too moves the

much of that fine force that

' man,
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His mind hy d with a th d
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's tender smile -

rt to softer themes;

of the mill

n AR ¥
Lg: soft touches of the beauteous world,
the man and heaves a cinder out

ggo Scola and h:’nup pan his servile bead,
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ou scarce y
Ah! I ess and Ease shall some day learn,

INDUSTRY I8 THE OWNER OF THE
WORLD! —J. R. ARMBTRONG.

Some' Unconscious Humor

There is a sort of merry-go-round in
the newspaper world of Manhattan and
it is caused by a little work of George
Bernard Shaw’s, entitled  “The Perfect
Wagnerite.” In this book Mr. Shaw
sets forth a theory that Wagner em-
bodied certain socialistic ideas in the
tetralogy known as the “Ring of Nib-
lungs.” The theory is based on the facts
that when the operas were written Wag-
ner was a revolutionist; that he was
writing pamphlets on the religious, so-
cial and political aspects of revolution-
ary doctrines one day and composing
the music and libretto of these operas
the next, and that, considered as mere
music dramas, they are decidedly defec-
tive, while with the added metaphysical
and political meaning they become ar-
tistic and beautiful. He also forestalls in
a most clever manner nearly all the ob-
jections that the critics’are likely to
make to his- book, analyzes the pperas
minutely, explaining the significance of
each scene and the element in modern
society personified by each character,
and altogether makes a very interesting
and complete exposition of his ideas. In-
terspersed from time to time are satiri-
cal comments on the inconsistencies of
civilized people, in Mr. Shaw’s well-
known style. It may be briefly stated in
regard to his interpretation of these
dramas that he considers the dwarfs to
typify the restless, self-seeking, unscru-
pulous, covetous members of society,
the giants to represent the patient, dull-
witted laboring class, and the gods the
thinkers, who frame laws and make lit-
erature, churches, and moral philosophy.
He says that Wagner intended the hero
the perfect man—to be above even the
gods, who are merely. embodiments of
abstract ideas, one-sided creatures who
must pass away when true freedom ar-
rives, and the dramas are simply a meta-
phorical presentation of the struggle
now going on in the civilized world be-
tween those various elements.

The New York “Tribune” got hold of
this little book and nearly had a con-
vulsion. It published a solemn review,
and described Mr. Shaw as a conceited
Philistine who was tampering with sac-
red writ, attempting to destroy the fame
of Wagner by allying the composer with
Socialists. It called Mr. Shaw danger-
ously-plausible, and said that he treated
the subject with a stodgy seriousness.
The latter expression would probably

make the London critic smile a bad,

sardonic smile at the expense of the
“Tribune” reviewer.

To the ordinary person it will seem
that there is no particular harm or dan-
ger in Mr. Shaw’s interpretation, since
all thoughtful observers admit that there
is great danger in plutocracy, that under
its influence even church and state (rep-
resented by the gods) sometime tremble,
and that the truly heroic man is not
only greater than the plutocrat, but
greater than established institutions.
Therefore the “Tribune’s” exaggerated
attitude of fright is rather funny. But
there is more to follow, as the hymn

says. :

y’Ighe Brooklyn “Eagle” saw the “Trib-
une” review, and swooped on it with an
all-conquering claw. In.a column or
more of somewhat laborious and pon-
derous wit, it declares that Mr. Shaw’s
whole book was nothing but a gigantic
joke, and that it is extremely funny that
_anyon?sbould take it-seriously. Now,
there is one thing in this world funnier
and more pathetic than the man who

‘who insists in seeing a joke, and lai
half an »hogr or so,

cannot see a joke, and that is the man | honesty

ABOLITION OF WAR AND |
THE STRUGGLE TO LIVE

i (Concluded from page 1.)
the same hopes and aspirations. But,
the progress and advancement of the
nineteenth  century have brought a
change, and the people of all civilized
countries are giving some thought to
this question. :

In the not far distant future, all the
nations of the world will have advanced
far enough in the spirit of brotherhood,
to lay down their arms, disband their
armies and declare universal peace.

This will be accomplished only when
the nations of the earth shall first accept
the spirit of brotherhood among them-
selves. They must first abolish the war
that is constantly being waged in the
struggle for existence among the indi-
viduals of a nation, before we can hope
to see the day of one united people dwel-
ling in peace and harmony.

&’hcn our capitalistic system shall
give way to a collective system, when we
shall abolish private ownership of land
and capital and -establish a system of
economic justice, then we shall see the
dawn of a2 new era, and the people of
all nations shall be brothers and strife
and war a relic of the past.

It would be just as sensible for the
state of Massachusetts to enter into war
with New Hampshire as it would be for
the United States to enter into war with
England or any other country. It would
be just as reasonable for one state in the
Union to take up arms against another
state over a boundary line, as it is for
two countries that happen to be separat-
«ed by the Atlantiq Ocean. It is just as
criminal to shoot a Filipino as it is to
shoot an American. War is an inhuman
affair, whether it be a civil war or a war
between nations. . I believe that we -are
fast evolving out of our chaotic ideas
and beliefs and will soon enjoy the bles-
sings of a just, rational and sane rela-
tionship between individuals, and be-
tween nations. The fact that there is an
International Peace Conference in ses-
sion is significant in itself. If it does
nothing else, it surely.demonstrates that
the thought that war should be abolished
has taken root in the minds of the people
of the civilized countries. Once an idea
whnich has justice for its parent, is born,
it is bound to live and grow, until it
shall be accepted by the people. The
ideal for which we should strive is to be-
come something more than brutes, to

intelligent beings. Do we deserve the
name when we allow thousands to die of
want in a country filled with plenty, in
a country which-nature has abundantly
supplied with everything for the wants
of man?

Do we deserve the name when we al-
low a few to rule the many? when we
allow a few to become the owners of all
the wealth while the many are suffering
for the necessities of life?
serve the name when we maintain large
standing armies composed of men who
could be adding to the world’s wealth
and beauty, instead of training to slay
and kill? : ’

Do we deserve the name when we do
not, after 1,800 years of Christian civili-
zation, know how to provide for our
animal wants?. Do we deserve the name,
when we have not yet, after 1,800 years,
cast aside the customs and methods of
the barbaric ages? No, my friends, we

beings.
Let us have one universal brothérhood,

whose motto shall be “Each for all and
all for each.” John C. Chase.

 Lawn parties, both night and day,
Sunday meetings, bicycle runs, etc., are
the order of day among the comrades
of Plymouth county, Massachusetts, and
a very good order it is.
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Let us strive to become worthy of it. |
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| THE PLATFOR)

ry 1
The Social Democratic Party of
clares that life, liberty and happiness f
man, woman and child are conditioned g
eq}sg] political and economic rights,

at private ownership of the means
duction and distribution of wealth has
society to split Into two distinct Y
SyRcing lniesets, e gt e
o P or exploiters of the "

increasing

others and th
sessed class of wage-workers, who are
of the soclally-due share of their product.

That capitalism, the private ownership
means of froductlon. 18 responsible for'
security of subsistence, the poverty, mise
degradation of the ever-growing majo
our people. i i

That the same economic forces which
produced and now intensify the capitalist
tem, will compel the adoption of Socialism,
collective ownership of the means of R
for the common food and welfare,
the destruction of clivilization. h

That the trade union movement and
pendent political action are the chief
pating factors of the working class,

nﬁu economlic, the other its
ng, and that both must co-operate to
{’h(:‘ capitalist system of production and.
ution.

Therefore, the Soclal Democratic Party
America declares its object to be the establish.
ment of a system of co-operative production
and distribution- through the restoration to the
people of all the means of production and dis.
tribution, to be administered by organized soef.
ety h} :he lnter?st 8! thet wolg:le petgale, and
complete emanc on of soclet. m dom.
ination of capitalism. % th, S

The wage-workers and all those in sympathy
with their historical migsion to realize a higher
civilization should sever connection with ay
capitalist and reform ties and unite with
the Soclal Democratic Party of America, ;

The control of political power by the Soclal
Democratic Party will be tantamount to the
abolition of capitalism and of all class rule.

The solidarity of labor connecting us fs
millions of class-conscious fellow-w
throughout the clvilized world will lead to fn.
ternational Soclalism, the brotherhood of man,

As nedpl in this direction, we make the
O Hevision of u Federal Con.

A vision of our antiquated Fed :
stitution, in order to remove the obstacles to
full and complete control of government by a)
the people, Irrespective of sex.

The public ownership of all industries con-
trolled by monopolies, trusts and combi

3. The public ownership of all railroads, tels
graph, lle cahone. all mear;‘n. of tnnlsmmq
communication, water-works, gas and electrie
plants, and other public utflities.

Thel‘ Dl‘libulc ownerslhlp gf lalll {ﬂd. sliver,
copper, lead, iron, coal and all other mines:
nlsso %t Ill" olu ung as ;:elll. ¢

. Reduction of the hours of labor in
tion to the Increasing facllities of prodnclgr

6. The inauguration of a system of
works and improvements for the employment of
a large number of the unemployed, the publie
credit to be utilized for that purpose.

7. All useful inventions to Ee &?ae to the
inventor to be remunerated by the public,

8, Labor legislation to be made national, in.
stead 4f local, and international where possible.

9. National insurance of working ropb
;mnllrasl accldents, lack of emiployment and want
n old age,

10 Equal civil and political rights for

and women, and the abolition otgnll lunz

criminating against women.

ks "'lrhe t:idot llcm| oﬁtlhs Inldﬁuve and Refer.
ndum, an e right of recall of representa-

tl;"eu {: lllh(e votgn, ok

2. 4 tion of war as far as the United
States are concerned and the Introducti !
international arbitration instead. -

DEMANDS FOR 'FARMERS.

The Soclal Democratic Party of America does
not hoge for the establishment of social order
through the increase of mlneri". but on the con-
trary It expects its comlnfi through the deter-
mined, united efforts of the workers of both
city and country to gain and use the political
power to that end. In view of this we adopt.the
following platform for the purpose of ;
éllx:;.wor ers In the country with those In the

1. No ‘more public land to be sold, but to
utilized by the United States or the State ;
rectly for the public benefit, or leased to farm-
ers in small parcels of not over 640 acres, the
State to make strict regulations as to improve-
ment and cultivation. Forests and waterways
to be put under direct control of the nation.

2. Construction of grain elevators, magasines
and cold storage bufldings by the natlon, to be
used by the farmers, at cost.

3. The postal, raflroad, telegraph and tele-
phone services to be united that every post and
rajlroad station shall also be a telegraph and
telephone center. Telephone service for farm-
ers, as for residents of cities, to be at cost.

1" A uniform postal rate for the transporta-
tion of agricultural products on all raflroads.

5. Public credit to be at the disposal of coun-
tles and towns for the improvement of roads
and sofl and for irrigation and drainage.
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