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E OPPOSITIONTO
“DIRECT LEGISLATION

: 1
IED TO BE SHORT SIGHTED

eactionary Ideas of the Bourgeois-
Socialists of England Will Never Be

_ Triumphant in the International |
Socialist Movement. =

“Tet us go back to the fleshpots of
Egypt.”” This was the cry of the Jews
%E they met with the first trials of
. And this is t?ed(l:ry of xthe ?hort-
sighted opponents of direct legislation
:52 They see that the people in their
i ce often decide wrongly the is-
es brought before them, and their heart
at once. fails them, their confidence in
the people is at once destroyed. They
all the crimes and errors commit-
ted by kings, aristocracies and represen-
tative assemblies, although every page of
 history fairly reeks with their crimes and
deceit, and on the most insufficient evi-
dence they reject government by the
' people, and approve necessarily the al-
ternative systems, which experience
roves to be so utterly corrupt. The ar-
ents used by the opponents of direct
jegislation do indeed logically lead to
monarchy and aristocracy. Representa-
tive democracy, not less than pure de-
mocracy, must be condemned, if the er-
rors committed by the people are to
. serve as a reason for depriving them of
_ eir rights. ;
. “The people’s referendum has elected
' McKinley,” cries Mr. Frederic Heath.
“The people’s referendum has supported
Napoleon.” 1f this = argument proves
anything, it is that the people are not fit
to elect their rulers, and would seem to
e in favor of the Russian system of
government, where benevolent laws pre-
vent the “popular referendum” from
committing errors.
' Is it really necessary at the threshold
. of the twentieth century to prove that
‘the only way to learn to walk is by try-
_ing it again and again in spite of endless
‘falls? Political wisdom can only come
by experience, just as any other sort of
_wisdom. The people will always remain
in their childhood, if others will think
" and act for them, Representative de-
_ mocracy has so utterly sunk in corrup-
tion, both here in America and in Eu-
- rope, that it is imperatively necessary
10 have a radical change. Such a change
can only be either to the right, towards
‘direct democracy, or the left, some form
of monarchy or aristocracy; to the fut-
' ure or the past. !
. 'The Fabian Society, indeed, warns the
" world against further steps in the direc-
tion of democracy. Not only do they
reject the referendum and initiative, but
even the election of governors and
judges is abhorrent in their eyes. In
short, the present system of English
. government seems very perfect in their
eyes; nay, the only conceivable quint-

essence of democracy., When we re-
member, however, that these ideas of
theirs, which they have with much par-
ade brought forward before the last In-
ternational Congress, have been prac-
tically unanimously rejected, and that
the Congress has, on the contrary, de-
cided in favor of both national and mu-
nicipal direct legislation, and the elec-
tion of all officers by the people; when
-we remember all this we need have no
. fear for the future of democracy; nofear
 that the reactionary ideas of the bour-
geois Socialists of England will ever be
triumphant in the Universal Socialist
! There remains to account
for the well known support which Pro-
fessor Dicey and a few other Conserva-
tives, both in England and elsewhere,
give to the referendum movement. This
certainly is the same thing as the sup-
port by Napoleon III. and Bismarck of
universal suffirage. Certainly they hoped
to exploit the ignorance of the people.
But is Mr. Heath for this reason pre-
to condemn universal suffrage?
cally he is bound to do so.
I quite agree with Comrade Deb, that
apart from socialism the initiative and
referendum cannot satisfy us, and that
socialism ought to be our s

ment from the people.

;ti: altogether, would surely be a mis-
e.

Let us consider some of Comrade
Heath's arguments.  First, he recites the
bad use which Napoleon III made of the
plebiscit or referendum in order to gain
his own: despotic ends. But does not
Comrade Heath know a country, on this
side of the Atlantic, where representative
government is worked by the capitalist
class just as successfully as the plebiscit
was worked by Napoleon III? And we
have only two. alternatives, legislation
by the people, or legislation by their

‘representatives; for Caesarism of any

sort is not to be thought of by Social
Democrats. If the referendum would
not help the disinherited classés, what
can we say of representative govern-

ment! In what country has it ever rep-

resented the working people?

It is' possible that the referendum
would “act as a brake.” Very likely, if
the American people were to voteé on the
Socialistic system today, they would
vote it down by a tremendous majority.
But if this is the case, could any body of
legislative or executive experts establish
the Co-operative Commonwealth and
make it a success? Its .very name an-
swers the question in the negative.
Without the co-operation and sympathy
of the whole mass of the people, the
thing would fall short. The inaugura-
tion of Socialism is a very different thing
from any mere political changes, which
may often be effected by political experts
without much popular support. But the
change to Socialism would touch every
man so closely in every detail of his life
that only the hearty good will and in-
tellizent co-operation of the whole peo-
ple could make it permanently possible.
They only can change it from a theory
into a living thing. We are not Fabi-

.ans, we are Social Democrats.  Perhaps

the faith of the Fabians in government
by experts is one cause of their estrange-
Perhaps it is
one cause of their smug complacency
and almost childish satisfaction in. the
very meager results they have as yet
attained. That we as a party should
ever come to an end like this, may all
the fates forefend! :

It seems a tempting short cut to the
Co-operative Commonwealth to intrust
its inauguration entirely to the hands
of legislative and executive experts. But
perhaps this is one of the cases where

.the longest way round is the shortest
g

way home. E. H

Comrade Heath scores a strong point
against the referendum in his article in
the issue of June 24. He shows the ab-
surdity of adopting or rejecting proposi-
tions without full education on the sub-
ject, and in so doing helps me in my op-
position to the “Demands for Farmers;”
though he takes the other side of the
question. If he will refer to my article
in the issue of April 8 he will find that
I said:

“T believe I am safe in saying that
had the circumstances surrounding the
birth of the . D. P. been such as to
have permitted a discussion of this pro-
gram, it would not now be under con-
sideration.”

When fre recalis the events surround-
ing the adoption of the platiorm, he
must remember there was a lack of thor-
ough discussion, which hé now regards
as indispensable to a right solution. This
latter thought I heartily concur in, and
I'm sorry to see Comrade Gordon dis-
appear behind Edward Bellamy.

To my mind it seems logical to get
those in line, who by the workings of
the historic development, on which we
base our position, are the first to expe-
rience the necessity of the change we
work for. The others will come in due
order, as the movement the world over
demonstrates. Chas. R. Martin.

Tiffin, Ohio:

Alone in Politics
The So’cialEDemocratic party has de-

termined to go its own gait. It declines
to fuse with ‘any other organization in
political brotherhood. It has been
decided that no candidates nominated
by the local branch shall be allowed to
receive an endorsement of their candid-
acy from any other ‘political organiza-
tion. There is of course no way to pre-

 vent a man from being popular, and if

some party outside of the Social De-
mocracy wishes to boom a candidate of

‘would add weight to his words, he would
‘be much in demand as a speaker,

WHAT A SOCIALIST
GOVERNOR COULD DO

TOLD BY A SOCIALIST CANDIDATE

Single-Handed He Could Pave the Way in
Massachusetis or Any other State for

Socialist Supremacy at the
Ballot Box.

This article, necessarily brief through
limitation of space, is based on the man-
ual of the Massachusetts general court,
though its general conclusions may ap-
ply to other states.

A governor is the recognized chief ex-
ecutive of a state, and with the advice
of the council (numbering eight in Mas-
sachusetts, besides the lieutcnant-gover-
nor), which he has full power to call to-
gether, orders and directs the affairs of
the commonwealth according to the
laws of the land. .

The governor, and in his absence the
lieutenant-governor, is president of the
council, but without vote; and the lieu-
tenant governor is a member of the
council except when in the chair.

The governor, with the advice of coun-
cil, may adjourn or prorogue (extend)
the session of the general court to any
time desired by the two ‘houses, or call
it together earlier than usual, if the wel-
fare of the commonwealth require. In
case of disagreement between the two
houses regarding the time of adjourn-
ment or exteusion, the governor, with
the advice of council, has a right to ad-
journ or prorogue for ninety days, as
the public good may require.

The governor is commander-in-chief
of the army and navy, and of all military
forces of the state by sea and land, and
has full power, from time to time, to
train, instruct, exercise and govern the
militia and novy; and, for special defense
and safety, to assemble the inhabitants of
the state in d¥rtial array, and to lead
them against an invading foe, pursuing
and destroying by force of arms, or in
any fitting way, all or évery person and
persons attempting the destruction, inva-
sion, detriment or annoyance of the
commonwealth.

The power of pardoning offenses, and
the appointing of all judicial officers, so-
licitor general, notaries public, and coro-
ners, resides in the governor, with ad-
vice of the council. .

Major-generals are commissioned by
the governor, who also appoints the ad-
jutant general, together with all officers
of forts and garrison$ and all continental
officers in the province of the common-
wealth to appoint.

Moneys are issued from the state treas-
ury by warrant under the governor's
hand, while various heads of depart-
ments must submit to him reports rela-
tive to the affairs of the state.

No bill or resolve of the state or house
can become a law until it has been laid
before the governor for his revisal. 'If
the governor refuses to sign, the bill or
resolve must be reconsidered and ap-
proved by a two-thirds yea and nay vote
of both branches of the legislature be-
fore it can become a law over the gover-
nor's veto. Thus a Socialist governor
can often successfully defeat legislation
hostile to the true'interests of humanity,
or in any event could, by veto, empha-
size the policy of the Socialists, while at
the same time the yea and nay vote thus
required would reveal the identity of
those opposed to the principles of col-
lective ownership and operation, result-
ing in the return of a larger number of
Socialists to the general court in the fol-
lowing year.

Since the candidates of the higher of-
ficial positions usually receive the smal-
lest number of votes in new parties, the
election of a Socialist governor would
naturally imply the simultaneous election
of a Socialist majority in house and sen-
ate, as the Socialist sentiment necessary
to pldce a Socialist governor in the chair
would, under normal conditions, suf-
fice to guarantee a Socialist supremacy
in both branches of the legislature.

Lacking the support of ‘both house
and senate, however, and even in the face
of an openly hostile council, a Socialist
governor could do much to promote
the principles of collective ownership
and operation. His official position
hia publ o

is public utterances would be npt
heard by _hri; assemblies, but would be
distant

o W

quarters.
it will be

the press to many and | W

the higher -and nobler interests of hu-
manity.

The preamble of the Massachusetts
constitution states that “The end of the
institution, maintenance, and administra-
tion of government, is to secure the exis-
tence of the body politic, to protect it,
and to furnish the individuals who com-
pose it with the power of enjoying in
safety and tranquillity their natural
rights and the blessings of life; and
whenever these great objects are not ob-
tained the people have a right to alter
the government, and to take measures
necessary for their safety, prosperity and
happiness.” ;

In the presence of great and growing
trusts and corporations, founded upon
gigantic aggregations of capital, which
on the one hand are elevating the price
of commodities and on the other deny-
ing that employment to increasing thou-
sands which is necessary to securing the
means"for purchasing these commodi-
ties, it should be patent to the most cas-
ual observer that “the power of enjoying
in safety and tranquillity their natural
rights, and the blessings of life,” is not,
at present, secured to the individuals
who compose society. It was not in-
tended, it is not right, that a few have
wrested from the many, by legislative
jugglery, the control and assumed own-
ership of the bast stores of earth’s min-
eral wealth, and are fast doing the same
by every necessity and commodity. Jus-
tice, no less than mercy, demands such
alteration, such reconstruction, of gov-
ernment as shall in reality guarantee and
furnish, to every individual, those rights
set forth in the declaration of its consti-
tution, ;

In the organizing of great corpora-
tions in private hands, society is invaded
by a foe more deadly than an armed
host, because moré insidious in its meth-
ods and clothed with the authority of
existing law. The value of organization
and co-operation is recognized by every
thinking, intelligent man, and it is true
that “trusts” and great corporations are
the results of genuine growth along sci-
entific lines of organization and co-oper-
ation, while, as such, it is neither possi-
ble nor desirable to destroy them. They
are the improved machines of method,
rendering possible the production and
distribution of goods with the least ex-
penditure of time and energy. Their
danger and injustice lies not in this di-
rection, but in the fact that the result-
ant blessings go only to the few, while
many are cursed by inevitably displaced
labor, as industrial organization hastens
on. “As well talk of destroying locomo-
tives and ocean greyhounds, however,
because they have displaced thousands
of lumbering coaches and slow-sailing
vessels. Rather let these trusts, these
great modern, labor-saving, time-saving,
product-increasing ‘machines, be owned
and operated by society for the good of
all, where now they are operated by pri-
vate individuals for the few who own
and control at the expense of the many.

In the building and maintenance of a
road by society, the use of that road is
forever guaranteed to the weakest indi-
vidual without regard to compensation,
while the cost is exacted from those who
are able to give. In the same manner,
when society shall maintain, own, and
control all the means of production and
distribution; when the principle of the
road, the public school, the public park,
shall be extended to all industrial activi-
ties, society will bestow upon every last
individual every blessing made possible
by the advance of science and the devel-
opment of organized effort. In return
for these great and eéver-increasing bles-
sings, society will exact, from every able
bodied adult, that proportionate share
nf labor, mental or physical, necessary to
maintain society in a condition to so
bless. . .

When this shall come to pass, as come
it must and will, then, and not till then,
shall come to pass that form of govern-
ment described in the immortal words
of the immortal Lincoln, “that govern-
ment of the people, by the people, for
the people,” and that “shall not perish
from the earth.”

Such is the endfor which every intel-
ligent individual ‘should strive, whether
he be a Socialist governor, a business
man, or a laborer at the bench.

, Winfield P. Porter.

THEY CRY PEACE! PEACE!
BUT THERE IS NO PEACE

MORE BATALLIONS THE ANSWER

Bellamy's Comparison of the Wars of Con-
quest and the More Brutal and Con-
tinual War of Capitalism
Upon Society.

—_—

Two miles from The Hague, in the
center of a secluded and pastoral wood,
stands a quaint old chateau called the
‘Huis ten Bosch” ‘(the House in the
Woods), in which on the 18th of May
last the Peace Convention, which is still
in session, assembled. This peace con-
vention was called upon the invitation of
the Czar Nicholas II., and meanwhile
that ruler over millions of serfs is sup-
pressing the legislative autonomy of the
Grand Duchy of Finland because the
Finns refused a demand made upon
them for an increase in the ratio of con-
scriptions. “Peace!” cries the Czar, and
the answer to his cry for peace comes
from the dungeons of the Petropaulosky
Prison and from the frozen wilds of
Siberia in the groans and curses of the
vanquished in that terrible: social war
which rages continually in Russia.

Sir Julian Pauncefote, the British
delegate, pleads softly in this conven-
tion for peace, but when a proposition is
made to prohibit privateering in time of
war—should war ever break out again—
he bitterly opposes it. Strange that at a
“peace” conference a delegate should de-
fend the right of the greatest power on
the high seas to plunder the merchant
vessels of any other people she may be
at war with,

“Peace!” pleads the soft-spoken diplo-
matist and meanwhile the government
he represents is hurrying troops to South
Africa and ,battleships to Delagoa Bay
in order to crush an independent and
pastoral people of South Central Africa
—the Boers—who are too honest and
primitive to tolerate the intrigues and
commercial roguery of a set of English
and American capitalists called Uitland-
ers.
Seth Low, the erstwhile leader of the
Citizens’ Union party and president: of
Columbia College, represents the United
States in the "peace” conference at a
time when the American government is
about to increase its standing army to
100,000 men. “Peace! Peace!” pleads
the American delegate. Increase the
army to 100,000 and annihilate the Fili-
pinos! yell the chauvinists and imperial-
ists. Fill the Filipino archipelago with
our battalions. Let them burn, butcher
and destroy until there shall be naught
but deserted plantations, smoking ruins,
and trenches filled with rotting corpses,
and then, when the only inhabitantsJeft
shall be the bloody-beaked vultures will
peace prevail,—the peace that Tacitus
referred to when, writing of the stern
methods of warfare followed by the Ro-
mans, he said: “Faciunt solitudinem ap-
pellantur pacem” (“They make a solitude
and call it peace”). '

But it may be that the Peace Conven-
tion is at least in earnest about the de-
sire to promote peaceful relations among
the mightier and- more capitalistic coun-
tries of the world. The United States
may with impunity go to war with Spain
—a third-rate power—or invade the Fili-
pine grchlpelago. England may do like-

-wise in the Transvaal. China may be di-

vided up among the great powers of
Europe, and third-rate powers like Tur-
key and Greece may make war upon
each other; but probably the time has
passed away when great capitalist coun-
tries can fight, and it may be that the
object of the convention is to attempt
some provision to prevent such an oc-
currence. In past ages war was “the
sport of kings,” and its victims their sub-
jects; today war is the dread of capital-
ists, for it would result, if carried on be-
tween two great powers, in the destruc-
tion of commercial investments and en-
terprises. The internationality of ‘capi- -
talist interests was exemplified in De-
cember, 1895, when President Cleve-
land’s bellicose message concerning
Venezuelan affairs agitated the English
Stock Exchange slightly, but caused a
tremendous panic on Wall street. Even
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Miss Vandelia Varnum, whose en-
gagement to Dr. H. W, Thomas, of Chi-
cago, is announced, has 2 strong leaning
toward Socialism,

By the way, up to the hour of going
to p);'ﬁs, theycity of Haverhill has not
been destroyed by, dynamite and the
Socialist mayor has secured the aboli-
tion of grade crossings in the city.

Manhood suffrage in Belgium, Whic}]
will have to be granted if that country is
to escape a revolution, means a great in-

crease of the Socialist -ptrength in that
country and the early triumph of the So-

cialist party.

Socialist Deputy Pescetti, who was
condemned by an Ttalian military tribu-
nal to ten years' imprisonment as a ring-
leader in the bread riots of 1898, has
been retried and was acquitted July 5.
The Socialists of Rome greeted his re-
lease with a great demonstration.

The deal between the New York Cen-
tral and Pennsylvania railroads looks
very much like an effective move
towards the great railroad trust, in wh.ich
the private masters of the transportation
facilities of the country will be masters
also of the lives and property of all its
people. : :

The critical dilemma in which the Bel-
ian government has been put by the
jalists, on the demand of the latter
for universal suffrage, is still unsolved.
The Socialists of Brussels gather every
day and sing the “Marseillaise” with
such vigor that military bands cannot be
heard. : :

If you are a Socialist, you will give
your support, moral and financial, to So-
cialism, not to fusion, confusion and
damphoolery. And if you are a Social-
ist you will vote for Socialism and not
for “any old thing” so labelled. Social-
ism is an easy proposition to under-
stand, provided a man honestly wants to
understand it,

George Lentz, a young man of 22,
who had served in the war with Spain,
offering his life for “Old Glory,” and
was honorably disch , now lies in a
hospital at Boston dying from revolver
shots inflicted by his own hand, after
vainly trying to find work in “the land
of the free and the hore of the brave.”
And this is another exception to the Mec-
Hanna prosperity contention.

Gen, Funston has written the gover-
nor of Kansas intimating as clearly as
he ‘dares to under the rules of military
etiquette, the intense desire of the Kan-
sas regiments to return to this country
from the Philippines. This is only an
added evidence of the fact that our sol-
diers find it distasteful to engage id the
unholy war on the liberty-seeking Fili-
pinos. All honor to them!

The case of the successful rehabilita-
tion of the Baltimore & Ohio railroad
by Fu'bli? officials is another proof of the
‘inferiority” of public to private man-
agement. This road was nearly ruined
by private managers and has been com-
getely restored by managers appointed

y the government. But, of course, it
will be held that public officials who
could save a bankrupt road would fail in
the operation of a solvent one.

In an eloquent address before the Free
Religious Association at Boston, an ab-
stract of which will be found in this pa-
per, Robert G, Ingersoll touches one of
the most pathetic i ia
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The inevitable result of modern prog-
ress and invention which the workers
have to face is their separation from the
means of gaining a livelihood. Thus the
era of horseless cabs or automobiles
which is approaching inevitably means
non-employment for stablemen, drivers,
grooms, footmen, harnessmakers, black-
smiths and horseshoers. And the only
prospect anywhere offered for emancipa-
tion from a system which sacrifices hu-
man beings with every material advance
it makes is in Socialism.

Another army scandal connected with
the present wise and patriotic adminis-
tration has come to light, A company
named the Driggs - Seabury Company,
having no plant of their own, but hold-
ing a contract to furpish rapid-fire' guns
to the government, are being permitted
to use the government plant of the
Frankfort arsenal at Philadelphia. It
puts its own employes at the govern-
ment machinery. Providing machinery
for private contractors to run and make
‘money on is so much wiser than any-
thing the Socialists propose that any
workingman ought to see it.

Parson Henson will take notice that
last Sunday night when Fritz Andreae,
late of the United States signal service,
flashed a picture of Aguinaldo in his
stereopticon lecture on the Philippines
in All Souls’ church the crowd .in at-
tendance rose to its feet and cheered.
Mr. Andreae lectured under the aus-
pices of the Central Anti-Imperialist
league and the greater number of peo-
ple present showed their disapproval of
the war policy of the United States by
thus giving the Philippine leader the
applause they denied the picture of Gen.
Otis, which was shown on the screen
shortly after that of Aguinalde.

The State Board of Health of Wis-
consin has started an agitation in favor
of having all milch cows in the state reg-
ularly examined for tuberculosis. More
Socialism!, Doubtless some milkmen will
protest that their cows are their own
private property, and that they must not
be interfered with, just as Pingree’s
brother exclaimed in his capitalistic
wrath that he proposed to see who was
boss of the Pingree shoe factony, the
owners or the labor unions. But the
protests of ‘such people will avail noth-
ing. The public has rights, too, and
very important rights they are. The pub-
lic has a right to protect ‘itself against
disease-breeding milk, just as the.shoe-
makers have some rights over their mas-
ters, the profit-skimmers.

The Standard Oil Company is invest-
ed with powers that few people have any
idea of. Their charter says they may
“do all kinds of mining, manufacturing
and trading; to transport goods and
merchandise by land and water in any
manner; to buy, sell, lease and improve
lands, build houses, structures, vessels,
cars, wharves, docks and piers; to lay
and operate pipe lines; to erect and oper-
ate telegraph and telephone lines and
lines for. conducting electricity; to enter
into and carry out contracts of every
kind pertaining to its business; to ac-
quire, use, sell and grant licenses under
patent rights; to purchase or otherwise
acquire, hold, sell, assign and transfer
shares of capital stock and bonds or
other evidence of indebtedness of cor-
porations, and to exercise all the privi-
leges of ownership, including voting
upon the stocks so held; to carry on its
business and have offices and agencies
therefor in all parts of the world, and to
hald, purchase, mortgage and convey
real estate and personal property.”

' “What Would Jesus Do?" is the shib-
boleth of the “United Christian Party”
born the other day in Iowa and which
aspires to national proportions. It al-
ready has a state ticket in the field and
tersely states its platform as being the
bringing to bear on all measures the
query, “What Would Jesus Do?” While
this new party may do good in attracting
some people into radical fields and rad-
ical habits of thought, we will have to
await later developments before speak-
ing definitely regarding it. Even Soci-
alists who are not believers in revealed

religion have profound admiration for.

the ideal represented by the character of
Jesus, and their main criticism of the
church lies in the fact that the majority
of those who subscribe themselves Chris-
tians make no effort to apply that ideal
to their dealings with their fellow men.
If this new succeeds in causing a

| genuine awakening among its members

in this particular, one in which there is
no guile, then it will produce Socialists.

; Jf’itdoqsnﬁt;thenitwillsimﬁlyaddto,
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the long list of fraudulent political par:

'uqﬂm’t»have“been born in this' coun-
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Shrewsbury, N. T, 1ast wesk. phai
i k, plain

She brings the

became Princess von Auersperg of Aus-

robability, have time to repent herirev-
Sl foc this representative of the titled
scuin of the earth, from whom she will
only receive the doubtful prestige.of a
profligate reputation and various un-
mentionable diseases. It is by just such
alliances as this that the stability of the
race is lowered, under capitalism, with
the children of such a vulgar union un-
der the necessity of bearing the physical
results of the father’s crimes against de-
cency and national purity. The couple,
it is said, will make a European tour,
which can now be done inasmuch as the
Austrian creditors from whom the prince
fled will be put in good humor again,

by his lucky catch in the matrimonial

market.

THE TRA VELING.MAN

Among those who are cudgeling their
brains for arguments against trusts and
devoting their, spare time to the sug-
gesting and formulating of measures cal-
culated, as they hope, to restrict the
trusts’ powers and restore to them some
of their lost opportunities, the commer-
cial travelers just now occupy a promi-
nent place. The commercial travelers
represent one of the principal factors of
the great waste under the capitalist sys-
tem. They have, lik¢e men employed in
productive industries, imagined their
places were forever secure, that no
changes possible to industrial or dis-
tributive evolution could possibly affect
them, that come what would the “drum-
mer” will always be essential in com-
mercial operations. So- thought the
printer who looked complacently on the
adoption of machinery in other trades
and said: ‘That affects not ME! My job
is secure because. the machine that will

.do MY work is impossible!” The delu-

sion was dissolved while he prided him-
self in his fancied security. So the
“drummer” finds his imagined perpetual .
“soft snap” eluding his grasp, and like
common men must confront the great
social problem. It is a4 lessen that all
men will have to learn, that the whole
social fabric, all classes of society, are
affected by the evolution which is con-
stant and ceaseless from the capitalist
system of production to Socialism.

The facts in the “drummers’” case are
very interesting. Mr. P. E. Dowe, pres-
ident of the Commercial Travelers’ Na-
tional League, tells us that besides 35,-
000 men thrown out of employment by
the consolidation of industries, 25000
more will have their pay reduced. He
says that it will mean a loss to the men
of $60,000,000 in salaries; to the rail-
roads of $21,000,000 in tickets and bag-
gage charges, und to the hotels of $28,-

If the experience the traveling men
are getting and the additional “hard
knocks” which are certainly in store for
them shall have the effect. of teaching
them the lesson that no class'in the com-
munity can forever thrive on the labor
of “the man with the hoe,” the toiler in
the mine and the mill, that the life of the
parasite must end and the work of the
world be shared «by all alike, then
the best interests of humanity and the
progress of the race will not be impaired,
although in the process nf transition
from a lower to a higher order of exist-
ence the “drummer” gets his share of
enforced leisure,

W. D. HOWELLS, SOCIALIST

The lying press has been exposed over
and over, even by the very things it it-
self ‘prints, yet the people do not learn.
Recently an item was extensively copied
by the leading papers of the country to
the effect that while it was true that Wil-
liam Dean Howells, the novelist, was at
one time an advocate of Socialism, he
had since gotten new light and was now
practically against it. It happens, how-
ever, that Mr. Howells is himself uncon-
scious of the strange change of heart,
and we can say positively that he was
still a Socialist up to July 1, 1899, which
ought to be late enough to suit anyone.
Not being able to attend the Buffalo
convention of—well, of reformers, he
wrote a letter to a member of that body
saying that if he were able to be present
he would lend his voice to several prop-
ositions, among which he particularized
as to “government ownership of rail-
roads and street trams;” “state, life and
fire insurance and pensions for superan-
nuated labor;” “the -assumption by the
state of all businésses which become mo-
nopolies,” etc. In the'same letter he
says: “I believe there is no solution of
the trust problem but that indicated
above......The fact is, the trust is as
legitimate in principle as any other form
of competition. « It is nothing but the ul-
timatum of competition, which essenti-
ally and necessarily brings oppression
and ‘destruction of the weaker co
titor. If we like competition, then we
have it in its most adorable shape. If

- we do not like it, there is no escape from

it except through the lic assumption'
of the business that E:;:mdgi‘:ihe_l! a
monopoly. All other talk against trusts

is vain.”

tiam Dean Howells’ philosophy

B e e e i |

THE CONFERENCE
On Thursday, July 6, the conference
called by the Natianal Executive Board
was held at the headquarters, Chicago,
and in the course.of its deliberations dis-

posed of important matters in behalf of

the organization. Those present were
Chairman Cox, Secretary Stedman, Eu-
gene V. Debs, Victor L. Berger, C. F.
Meier, Missouri; Reinhard Greuling, In-
diana; A. F. Forman, Wisconsin. The
numbered paragraphs are subject to a
referendum vote.

(1) On motion it was decided to re-
commend that the present constitution
be continued and remain operative until
the next national ‘convention.

(2) On motion it was decided to elim-
inate from the platiorm the “Demands
for Farmers.”

Action on the national convention
was taken and recommendations made
as follows:

(3) Place for holding convention: In-
dianapolis, Ind.

(4) Time: First Tuesday in March,
1000, at 10 o'clock a. m.

(5) Basis of representation: Each
branch in-good standing and’ organized
at least 45' days prior to holding of the
convention shall be entitled to one dele-
gate; provided that branches having
more than 50 members shall be entitled
to an additional representative for each
additional 50 members or major portion
thereof, and provided further, that no
delegate shall represent more. than one
branch, that 6f which he is a member.

It was also decided that the applica-
tion blanks and membership cards be
made uniform and supplied exclusively
by the National Secretary, on and after
September 1, 1899.

On motion the National Secretary was
instructed 'to forward to each branch a
printed copy of the financial statement
made to the conference.

On propositions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 a re-

ferendary vote will be taken in the
branches, members voting “ves” or “no”
on each question. It is desirable that
this vote be taken as soon as practicable
and the result reported to the National
Secretary. -

GETTING AT THE TRUTH

Last Sunday night at All Souls’
church, Chi , Fritz Andreae, late ser-
geant of the Eighteenth company, Unit-
ed States volunteer 'signal corps in the
Philippir. 's, lectured on the war. Among
other things he said: ;

“Back in the’ mountains where you
have been told that the natives are sav-
ages and are only waiting for an oppor-
tunity to attack Aguinaldo, I found the
towns populous and civilized. I went
into a schoolhouse one day and discov-
ered the schoolmaster teaching the chil-
dren in Taglos, Spanish and English.
They had a lesson in geography. I
asked one of the scholars to make a map
of the United States. He drew the out-
line and correctly marked several rivers
and located the principal cities.

“Nearly every home has a sewing ma-
chine, some of them pianos, all harps—
for the natives are great musicians.”

Sergeant Andrea further declared that |

the Filipino character had been misrep-
resented and that the American soldiers
were opposed to the war.

INTEREST IN SOCIALISM

_ By invitation of Joseph Eveland, pres-
ident of the Bank of Mayville, Mich.,
I delivered an address on Socialism in
that town on Saturday last. It was an
interesting: occasion and a new experi-
ence. The town has a population of
about 1,000, while the attendance was
fully 1,500. Mayville is a middle class
community, there being few wagework-
ers. The business men, ministers, law-
vers, doctors from all around were there.
I was never listened to more attentively
nor applauded more heartily than when
I denounced capitalism and presented the
plain truths of Socialism. While at
Mayville T was the guest of Mr. Sve-
land and made his bank my headquar-
ters and his residence my home. Never
have T been treated more kindly than
by Mr. Eveland and his lovely family.
After my arrival another banker said to
Mr. Eveland: “By harboring that man
you are kindling a fire that will consume
vou.” The answer was like a flash: “Let
her burn.”. Mr. Eveland and the whole
town of Mayville are studying Social-
ism. ‘EUGENE {/ DEBS.
Chicago, July 0.

The president has under consideration
the case of an army captain who, while
drunk, out'in California, took $48 of can-
teen money. .

The president’s attorney-general also
has under consideration the case of Cap-
tain Carter, who appropriated $2,000,-
000 of public money. is case seems
:‘o 1have got lost in a ‘convenient pigeon-

ole. Gk i

The poor

ure in “pen and ink”:

~ough house to house canvass and tak

lower rate than_ heretofore. In
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Tell your neighbor: “I confidently
pect that within the next twenty
years man will, the law of gravitagic
notwithstanding, be able to fly”
will believe you. Then tell him th
expect within the same period to
man become human, society sociali;
and the globe habitable, vour neig
will shrug his shoulders, shake his h%
and put you down as’ an incurable vig.
ionary.

i CLBGS, ‘

John Robinson is a workingman whe
lords it over his wife. She, in turn,
under their child. The little one is thyg
a slave to a slave of a slave. Poor little |
child!

- o . e

London is the capital of Capital, Ber.
lin the capital of Labor. 1 do not, how. .
ever, despair of L(zndtzn. Not at afl!

9

*As 1 wnentioned the law of gravitation
the thought flashed across my mind that
some day a learned professor may come
and tell us that itis that law which is ane
swerable for so many good men, things
and institutions sinking into the mire
our social (?) system (?7) being all right,

. . *

When Uncle Sam takes his decennial ’
census next year, he will find out how:
many people live (or vegetate) under his
sway. But he will never know from his
enumerators how many broken hearts,
crippled lives, wasted hopes and crushed
longings there are in connection with
the counted people..

.

I knew a Socialist organization whose
motto is, or ought to be: it

“Proletarians of all countries, good
night.” ;

That organization is, of, course, thou-
sands of leagues away, somewhere in
the land described by Morris as “east of
the sun and west ef‘dle moon.”

w il
There are people, also, far, far away,
who offer to the public ideals preserved
in vinegar and kept on ice. The ideals
are good, but being frozen and sour,
they do not comumend themselves to
stomachs not used to improved pickles,
and they—those stomachs—are, unfor-
tunately for some .of us, in the majority.
.

He who cannot give his opponent
credit for good intentions; who sees in
every one that differs with him either a.
knave or a fool, is as much of a Socialist
as a fried lobster if a l.iving-creature.

L
Croker is to come back to New York.
He has to forsake his English horses in
order to attend to his -American wolves.
The beasts of prey are becoming unruly
and the keepers are lo‘sing their heads.
.

Here is a roughly executed little pict-

With Margaret Haile as the speaker
of the evening, a meeting is held in this
city on June 10, 1899. A comrade takes
the flco- and incidentally remarks that
he would perhaps do more for the cause
(everybody thinks he does enough) were
it not for the fact that his activity some-
times provokes his wife’s displeasure.
Anon a delicately fashioned, sweet little
woman gets up, and in tones clear and.
convincing declares that her husband
was right as regards the past, but since |
she has heard Mrs. Haile that evening |
she would henceforth be to him a help- |
mate in the cause, as well as in life,—or
words to that effect. Big tears are seen
in many eyes-and every one looks as if
he or she would not forget that serene
and beautiful mim:te i.n a hurry. y

bl 4
The true propaganda of Socialism, like
charity, begins at home. :
L] L ]

- el

Lassalle compelled the admiration

Bismarck. It was something like Jove's

tribute to Prometheus Unbound, when

the light had been spread, the fury
the Thunderer notwithstanding.

M. Winchevsky.

The Herald in Bundles

An excellent way for Socialists !
make more Socialists and increase
Herald's circulation, is to order the p&#
per in bundles for a few weeks. Stan
your individual name or name. and
cation of your Branch on each copy
sell them for 1 cent or give them a
Then when the paper has been read
the peoplé become familiar with
cause it represents, arrange for a tl

subscriptions. ‘
The removal of The Herald to

quarters at Chicago enables us

rly it for propaganda purposes

7
’
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ANCH DIRECTORY.
'Branch Meetings inserted for 25¢
" COLORADO. ‘ |
Branch No. 1 of the Social Demo-
ty, meets mﬂmy eve at Wood-
mn. Gibbs, Chairman: S Tas
Becretary, 179 Washington street.
. CONNECTICUT.
meets 1st and 3rd Tu i
e $ (Cogh) e 5 S 54 Tueetay o
ry, Cornelius Mahoney, 165 street.

ILLINOIS,

uhllt and 34 Sun-

00N | eac! mo:nlt at’ ‘l_:hemlsg
School Lad Karce! cor, and
sts. Secretary, Frank Ort, W.

6, Chicago, I, German, meets 1st
Monday at 3 p. m. at 535 ‘Bluo Island

; INDIANA.
'No. 6, Indlana, meets first Saturda

and 3rd Sunday afternoon of eac
t Reichweln's corner Market
streets, Indianapolis.

MARYLAND,
0, 1, Maryland, meets every Sunday
. m., at ter's , 506 E. Baltim
Public Invited. o
O
oy - an -
fiarock. 1408 N. Gay St. o

‘ MASSACHUSETTS.
iy el it ot "S5 82

al L]
Hall. | Organizer, H. Schlichtig. 3

ynn, Mass., permanent headquar-
er St, near Market St., buﬁnm
Monday night at 7:3) p. m. Open
invited. E. W. Timson, 23 Albany
‘Treas.

, Brockton, meéets the ist and
each month for business, in Cut-
k's Bl Cor, Main and Center
. B 8. Walsh, No. 332 W.

Massachusetts—East

esd.
S BCanece, poll, Jans Bk, oo
y enter 8. re . Ta.
! 332 W. Elm street. o

& »
husetts State Committee meets the
Saturday of each month at 7:30 p. m. at
1043 n street, B 1 i
. and moneys intended for the Massachu-
State Committee should be sent to the
» Margaret Halle, 5 Glenwood st., Rox-
o ; MISSOURL
‘8t. Louls headquarters—Room 7, 22 No.
‘Fourth St. Address all communications to

E. Val. Putnam, Becreu.ry For information
‘concerning ward branches inquire at the above

'Bt. Louis Central Branch, composed of all
members in the city, meets every 3rd Sunday

2:30 p. m., at Aschenbroedel Hall,
) hall St. Lecture and general discus-
slon at every meeting. Public invited.

3 A , meets every 'rue-dng at
- & p. m. at 1300 Union ave., City. G. J.
| Stors, 1330 W. 9th street, Sec.

NEW YORK.

ch 10 (4 Ass'n Dist., N. Y.), meets ev-
! 1st and ‘Wednesday of the month, at
rooms of The Volce of Labor, 107 Henry
Jacob Panken, 141 E. Broadway, T
East 8ide Branch, No. 1, New York. meets
and 3rd 'rhund':& at 112 Clintorwy st.

163 Suffolk st.

ew th Assembly District)
2nd and 4th Monday of the month
L. Funcke, E. b68th st,

Branch No. 10 (4th Ass. Dist.) New York,
ts second and fourth day of each
e Club Rooms of the ""Voice of La-
l;I.rx street. Nicholas Rosenauer,
i street,

e street,

:15 sharp. All

allsm and the Soclal

tic Party are invited to attend these
and co-operate with us in orgsnl:lnx
the city.

i Dis-
meets iy h v8 of each
at Faulhaber's Hall, 1561 nd ave-

. New erk City. Becretary, R. Hoppe, 328
stree

Central Agitation - Commlittee of

York and vicinity meets second

rdays of each month at 107 For-

#yth street, in the Soclal Democratic Lusuo

rooms. Elizabeth H. Thomas, 257 Division St.,

Bl OHIO0. '
Branch No. 2, Ohlo, Cleveland, meets in Ohl-
| Ben's Hall, 65 York street, second and fourth
ys, at . m. Lectures, discussions, bus-
meeting, first and third Fridays at 8

il PENNSYLVANIA.

| Branch 2k]=‘.rie Pa., meets every Bunday aft-

smoon, at n°§»d ia Hall, 716 ggucumé Chair-
. Heydrick; secre ., Geo. B,

BN Seh traet,

Pa., meets eve

ane st.
_ Branch No..§ (Jewish) of Pennsylvania meets
at 614 South Third street, Phila-
at 7:30, Discussion from to 8. J.
Secretary.

WISCONSIN,
Milwaukee, meets every second
evening of the month at the
Jefferson st.
Howard Tuttle, chair-
ey, secretary. 4
ukee, meets ever(y second
in Geatke's Hall, corner

n
and Concordia ave.
Sheboygan, Wis., meets every fourth

y_of the month at Gustav Bu

on Pennsylvania avenue. R. Schoen,

; secretary- rer.
Branch No. 4, Milwaukee, meets every first and
! Friday each month at Mueller's Hall, cor-
her Twenty-third and Brown streets. George
Moerschel, Sec l::ky 778 Twenty-fifth street.
.imeou evéry fourth Fri-
t Sigel's Hall, 8. E. cor-
street "
ed Brockhausen, 781 Windlake avenue,
Branch 12, Milwaukee, meets every first and
Thursday of each manih at Peterleus
717 Center street, at 8 p. m. John Koepfer,

kee Central C ittee of the Soclal
ocratic Party of America meets on the
Bt Watte e Blgebo i Rochor:
ater s .

i Doerfler, Treasurer

3 Jo s ARSI

Bohemian comrades in Chi
joicing, and we all rejoice with
over the successful rgu”d:f t}mlxr
at Zastera's en, Sunday, july
garg ightful and the
cial, not only

1 aid
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A demand for an vo:g‘anizer comes
from Maine and before long we will
have several branches.in that state.

The organization of bicycle clubs in
connection: with the branches is meeting
with much popular favor in Massachu-
setts., %

Six new district organizers have been
chosen for the Brockton district. They
are: C. H. Coulter, C. S. Beals, J. Cald-

well, J. Taber, Rev. S. L. Beals and C..

B. Malpas,

The bicycle club connected with the
branches at ‘Brockton, Mass., is receiv-
ing a large number of new members and
will adopt a uniform. !

At the beginning of a .new quarter,
although it falls in July and the weather
is hot, it is the duty of members to at-

' tend their Branch meetings and dis-

charge their duty to the organization.

Where it is practicable the branches
would make a big hit by organizing
brass bands. If this cannot be done, a
vocal quartet or chorus would be found
very attractive and helpful in the propa-
ganda.

Our St. Louis comrades, always active
and never tiring, are taking a fresh start
in the northern wards of the city, aided
by the new city secretary, Com. Putnam,
and Coms. Blumenthal, Erd and Steig-
erwalt in their respective wards.

On the last Sunday in June Comrade
F. O. McCartney preached his last and
farewell sermon to the congregation at
Rockland, Mass., and will now devote
his energies to delivering the new gos-
pel, the message of Social Democracy to
the people.

~

There is a movement in Massachu-
setts in favor of Comrade F. O. McCart-
ney for state organizer. Comrade F. G.
R. Gordon is wanted for organizer in
New York, and Comtade G. A. Hoehn,
of St. Louis, may go to Wisconsin in the
same capacity. Three good men in the
right piaces.

.The local branches of Brockton have
decided that no candidate shall be al-
lowed to receive an endorsement of their
candidacy from any other political or-
ganization. They will be candidates pure
and simple of the Social Democratic
party, which will not fuse with any other
party. This is in accordance with the
general rule among branches of the
party.

.How the times do change, to be sure,
and newspapers with them! Here is a
clipping from the Brockton (Mass.) En-
terprise: “Mayor Chase, of Haverhill,
who addressed the Socialists and many
others in this city Friday evening, is a
good looking man, and those who went
expecting to see a man with the face of
an anarchist, or as anarchists are sup-
posed to look, were surprised to see a
good looking gentleinan, who appealed
to their reasoning faculties rather than
their prejudices or their passions.”

The banner of Socialism has been un-

furled in Michigan by the organization:

of a strong branch of the Social Demo-
cratic party at Battle Creek, which by
reason of its active and intelligent char-
ter membership is certain to become the
strong link_in a chain of branches ex-
tending throughout the state. The addi-
tion of this branch to our ranks is large-
ly due to the efforts of Comrade Henry
Ramsay, who has associated together an
earnest and devoted body of men for the
cause which deserves and soon will have
an aggressive branch in every important
town in the state.

St. Louis

The S. D. P. branches of the North
St. Louis wards will hold a combined
agitation meeting Wednesday evening,
July 19, at Liederkranz Hall, 2412 North
Fourteenth street. There will be speeches
in English and German by Comrades
Hoehn, Putnam and others. The mem-
bers of the North St. Louis branches and
also those of the South Side, and all
Social Democrats not connected with
branches are requested to attend and
bring along their unconverted, friends.
' . H.J. Steigenalt.

East Bridgewater, Mass.

Perhaps the members think it is about
time to hear from the East Bridgewater
Branch. We have been working quietly

| but steadily. W;;shgve not said much, |

o otes |
- tbeﬁrsttendaysdiSepumgzr'tospeﬁk
| for the party. : i

| latory reports.

ing way in which he worked out his
ts. Those -who were after informa-
tion got it. There Was no evading the
question. After the lecture was over the
meeting was thrown open to debate.
Quite a number of questions were fired
at the speaker, which, I think, were an-
swered_ satisfactorily to the questioners.
The road outsidé was fairly black with
people. Al estimates I have heard place
the number at the least five, hundred.
On every side I have heard congratu-

took away application blanks, and we
hope to receive them filled out at an
early date,

We are going to devote the summer
to quiet work among the townspeople,
and expect by fall to have a consider-
able increase in our membership If we
do we shall go into the campaign heart-
ilv, and I think with great success.

V. T. Lathbury.

Brocktbn, Mass.

" Branch g of Brockton has neither been’

dead nor sleeping, but engaged in pure-
ly local work, which we did not deem of
general interest enough to occupy the
valuable space of The Herald.

But now that we lave started in on
our public meetings again, we will keep
the comrades informed as to our doings.
Since last I wrote we have organized a
hustling branch at East Bridgewater;
have organized a bicycle club; have or-
ganized more thoroughly our city com-
mittee, and made our band an assured
success. We have also held a number
of social gatherings, at which we lave
made many converts, and expect to hold
many more.

We have started on our check lists
and have already a goodly number of
names with our mark against them.

We have engaged a room for head-
quarters and will certainly hatch some
consternation -for the politicians in it
between now and electio Our city
committee meets in it. Monday nights,
our branch Tuesday nights, our bicycle
club Thursday nights, and our band re-
hearses Friday mights; so you see if a
comrade attends all the meetings (which
many of them do), he is fairly busy.

And now having given a synopsis of
our doings since my last, I will try and
describe the greatest success we have
yet attained.

When we discontinued our indoor
meetings, we got an idea that ‘it would
be a good scheme to get permission to
use Perkins Park, a small public park
on Main street, in this city, to hold our
meetings in, and after a while we se-
cured the necessary permission, and the
first meeting was held last Friday even-
ing, June 30, with Comrade Mayor
Chase as speaker.. We have held many
successful meetings in the past, but
never approached the grand results of
that meeting. Three thousand people
stood for.nearly an hour while the band
rendered its selections, and then stood
for over an hour and listened to Com-
rade Chase. We had expected that the
larger part of the crowd would leave
after hearing the band, but they didn't.
They all stayed and demonstrated very
plainly that they were fully in sympathy
with all that the speaker said.

That Comrade Chase made a great
impression on that crowd no one will
deny, and the old party politicians are
puzzling their brains over the following
example in mental arithmetic:

If John C. Chase talks to 3,000 peo-
ple and uses arguments that cannot be
refuted, and other speakers every two
weeks, and later on every week, use ar-
guments equally as good to crowds any-
where near as large, what will the re-
sulting ‘number of votes be at the next
election?

And they are trying mighty hard to
get some Social Democrat to answer it
for them, but we are not saying a word.

Just a word for the band. These com-
rades have put in a lot of hard work,
and this, their first, concert was a great
success and surprised even their own
comrades. So we are patting each other
on the back and looking forward to the
next mectinF. which will be held Friday
evening, July 14, with Comrade F. O.
McCartney, of Rockland, as the speaker.

There will be lots of news from Brock-
ton from now on, and I shall keep it hot
as long as the. editor permits.

July 7, 1809. Char, H. Coulter.

The police in New York city made an
attempt to stop an outdoor meeting, but
Comrade Joseph Barondess stepped in
between free speech and its would-be
suppressors, and the comrades are as-
sured of no further interference. The
meetings are usually well attended and
provocative of intelligent discussion.

PROPAGANDA FUND.
MOMBSLINEIO - i o iovovaienans shsmassasnialh snavisiy I BU0
Appeal to Reason. S 5

Several of the citizens |

- pressing class. Hi s

own h
he does
| reason in his patrioti
for themselves and less , use.
might have such conditions as | ¢

An Important Call

‘We have noted the article in the is-
sue of the German organ of the Social
iJemocratic party headed, “On the Ger-
man Socialists in America,” and signed
by John C. Chase. As a result of that
article we have come together to organ-
ize a branch in the 2oth assembly district
in.the city of Brooklyn. |

On Friday, July 14, we will definitely
organize a branch of the S. D. P. at
134 Wyckoff avenue. We invite every
progressive and honest workman, every
Socialist that is dissatisfied with the tac-
tics of the Socialist Labor party. We will
guarantes you that we will not tolerate
any erulers nor dictators in our midst.
We will follow the lines of the true dem-
ocratic principle and will support the
trades union movement .in every way.

jut let this branch be not only a German |

branch, but one to which every honest
toiler ' who is a Socialist, no matter
where his cradle was rocked, may be
welcome. We call on all those. living in
the 18th, 27th, 26th and 28th wards and
those in Queens county to come and
meet us at the above address. We will
meet every Friday evening. We shall
never rest until we have made.a thor-
ongh success of the movement we have
+nilertaken. ;

Pear in mind the words of Karl Marx,
“Workmen of all countries unite.” We
are sincerely vours, i

Aug. ]. Joos,

John Lang, -

Dietrich Steffen,

Henry J. Lang,

John Schaible,

C. Horn,
Brooklyn, N. Y.

.MERLIN’S MIXTURE

The “glorious Fourth” has passed off,
amid the usual blaze of fireworks and
tornado of sound.

The average number of houses and
stores have been kindled into flame by
the spark of patriotic enthusiasm, plus a
smouldering firecracker. -

The usual amount of broken fingers,
bruised faces and busted ears have been
offered as sacrifice upon the altar of the
Jingo god.

The political priesthood of the temple
of Republican prosperity have prostrated
themselves in public places, with their
faces toward the Philippino east, and of-
fered loud thanksgiving to the god of
Mammon, whom they serve.

And the American people have wak-
ened up from the delirious dreams of the
glorious Fourth to the grim realities of
the inglorious fifth!

The men'who vowed undying love and
cternal loyalty to their country over their
cups at the corner bar have crawled out
of bed, snarled at their wives, kicked at
their children, and gone out to earn a
freeman’s wage of $1.10 a day.

The horses in the fire stations are
leaning against the sides of their stalls
and meditating between chews upon how
many ages must elapse before irrational
men shall evolute into sensible horses.

The miners of the West foolishly for-
get that the Fourth is a memory of the
past, not a fact of the present, and are
trving to live freemen’s lives, without
making their wills beforehand.

And around Bunker Hill monument
are scattered the shattered fragments of
the Fourth'’s firecrackers, fit symbols of
the American liberties whose birth we
have celebrated.

But now that the patriotic clamor has
died away, it is our duty to see how far
the present industrial conditions warrant
such extravagant expenditure of power
and powder.

On the original Fourth the American

‘people had grit enough to resist a tax on

tea, and to sturdily assert the right, but
today there is not an article of use that
is not taxed for the benefit of an op-

Now that the din of celebration has
died away, we can hear the same pitiful
wail of sorrow rising from the seething
slums of our cities.

Now that the blaze of exploding fire-
works has disappeared, our eyes once
more get accustomed to the factory twi-
light and the cellar midnight in which
some of our American citizens spend
their days and nights.

If only the energy expended on the
Fourth of July by the working class of
this country were used to right advan-
tage, we should have something to cele-
brate. & A

If every workingman would blow his

horn as vigorously in November as
in July, there might be some
otic insanity. !

If the masses would cast more votes
others, we

would make every day glorious by
ing every man free. .

at

virtue in noise, no sense in mere so
and no economic advantage in the con-
junction of firecrackers and fools,

In a recent interview, Mark Hanna,
the high priest of the Republican priest-
hood already mentioned, stated to an
English reporter that there was not a
single unemployed man in America who
could not get work if he wanted it. .

A blind man could see that the fellow
lies in saying it. Statistics have supplied
a million-voiced declaration to the con-
trary.

Anyone who would make so grossly
false and misleading a statement is an
eligible candidate for either a lunatic
asylum or a state prison.

He is either a fool in being blind to
common facts, or he is a knave in so
misstating them. !

It's nothing but a lie, of course, but it
is significant when it is uttered by the
American king - maker, the man who
bought up a presidency, and who holds
his presidential puppet firmly under his
thumb.

It is to such men as these that we

‘have given supreme power, and entrust-

ed the guidance of the American ship of
state.

The recent convention held in Buffalo
should convince working people that re-
liance on “reformers” is of little avail,
and that the savior of a workingman
mvst be that workingman himself.

Skilled as these reformers were in the
special reforms that constituted their pe-
culiar hobbies, most of them seemed to-
tallv ignorant of the main issue. '

They were like a lot of quack doctors
who assembled at the house of a-sick
man, and who, after prescribing their
variovs quack remedies, find out that
the man has a broken leg. .

The social question today is a ques-
tion of social amputation, when the capi-
talistic limb of society has to be cut off.

It is no time now to make compro-
mises, to eqfiivocate with facts, to dodge
the inevitable. i ;

The time has come when we must
recognize the absolute necessity of wag-
ing a war to the death with the principle
and practice of capitalism.

The Social Democracy is an organiza-
tion formed of clear-cut Socialists, ask-
ing no quarter, and giving none, in the
fight for the co -operative common-
wealth. Merlin,

The Balance of Trade

From an address by Samuel M. Jones,
of Springfield, Mass., before the tral
Labor Union of that city, on the “Bal-
ance of Trade,” the following extract is
taken: : ‘

If I manufacture a line of goods my-
self, without the aid ef hired help, and
sell them to the public, and find at the
end of the year that, after paying all my
living expenses, and all other bills, T
have $1,000 left, that $1,000 is my bal-
ance of trade for the year. - ‘

Now, if the next year I hire a man to
help me and pay him, say, $1.50 per day,
and at the end of the year find my bal-
ance of trade to be $2,000, I have reason
to rejoice, i -

I can now afford a machine which will
enable me to dispense with the hired
man and put in his place a boy, to whom
I pay $4 per week. And the third year
my balance of trade is $4,000, because I
not only pay less in wages, but the boy
and machine can produce much more
than the man could before, without the
aid of the machine, :

The man'’s service the second year en-
abled me to amass sufficient capital so
that I could dispense with his services
the.third year, and hire in his place his
son (who ought to be in school) at less
than half the man’s wages. '

Now, while I am able and willing to
rejoice at my handsome balance of trade
—how about the man? and how about
the boy? .

This same line of reasoning holds
good if I employ 1,000 men instead of
one man or one boy. :

I haye the balance of trade, which I
use, not to increase wages, but to enable
me to dispense with the services of part
of those I now hire. Is my balance of
trade a blessing to these wage-earners?
Is it used for their benefit, or is it used
to their disadvantage? '

. I sell part of my goods at home, that
is, in this country, and send a part to
some foreign country, My neighbor, B,
another capitalist, does the same, and so
do Capitalists C and D, and so on down
to Z. 1 also buy certain goods abroad,
as do B, C, D—to Z, also. The sum
total of all that the capitalists send
abroad constitutes our export trade. The
sum total of all we buy abroad and fetch -
home constitutes our import trade, and
the difference between the two is what is
called the balance of trade of the coun-

try.

Now, as I have shown, each individual
capitalist uses his individual balance of
trade for his own advantage a it




‘THEY GRY PEA

! PEACE!
BUT THERE IS NO PEACE
(Concluded from page 1.)
intend to prevent or check war, but even
if it were‘;o disperse all the armies and
disarm all the navies, whic! , of course, is
not an immediate pc ty, the Socxa7l_:
ists would simply exclaim, “Cui bono?
Would not that more destructive war-
fare, the econpmic struggle, “ontinue,
arid probably become accentuated by g:le
common agreement of the world capital-
1sts to perfect their sway by breaking
down the national barriers which to a
certain extent now hamper them?glorious
Wars of conquest are even
and honorable ig their nature when com-
pared to the brutal war of commerce
Edward Bellamy, in “Equality, chap-
ter XXXIII., page 277, draws the fol-
lowing comparison between national and
econemic warfare: !
“From our point of view even your.
wars, while of course very foolish, were
comparatively humane and altogether
petty exhibitions when contrasted with
the fratricidal economic struggle. In the
wars only men.took part, strong selected
" men, comprising but a very small part

. of the total population. There were no

women, no children, no old people, no
cripples allowed to go to war The
wounded were carefully looked after,.
whether by friends or foes, and nursed
back to health. The rules of war for-
bade unnecessary cruelty, and at any
time an: honorable surrender, with good
treatment, was open.to the beaten. The
battles generally took place on the fron-
tiers, out of sight and sound of the
masses. Wars were also very rare, often
not one in a generation. Finally, the
sentiments appealed to in international
conflicts were as a rule those of courage
and seli-devotion. Oiften, indeed gen-
erally, the causes of the wars were un-
worthy of the sentiments of self-devotion
which the fighting called out, but the
sentiments of themselves belonged to the
noblest order.

“Compare with warfare of this charac-

- ter the conditions of the economic strug-
gle for existence. That was a war in
which not merely small bodies of com-.
batants took part, but one in which the
entire population of every country, ex-
cepting the inconsiderable groups of the.
rich, were forcibly enlisted and com-
pelled to serve. Not only did women,
children, the aged and crippled, have to
participate in it, but the weaker the com-
batants the harder the conditions under
which they must contend. It was a war
in which .there was no help for the
wounded, no quarter for the vanquished.
It was a war not on far frontiers, but in
every city, every street, and every house,
and its wounded, broken and dying vic-
tims lay under foo! everywhere and
shocked the eye in every direction that
it might glance with new forms of mis-
.ery. The ear could not escape the lamen-
tations of the stricken and their vain
cries for pity. And this war came not
once or twice in a century, lasting for a
few weeks or months or years, and giv-

,ing way again to peace as did the battles
of the soldiérs, but was perennial and
perpetual, truceless and lifelong. Final-
ly it was a war which neither appealed to
nor developed any noble, any honorable,
any generous sentiment, but, on the con-
trary, set a constant premium on the
meanest, falsest and most cruel propen-
sities' of human nature.”

While land and capital remain the
property of a few, while the many are
dependent upon the monopolists who
control the essentials for' life, so long
will economic warfare continue and true
peace among men be an impossibility._

‘Only by the common operation and
public ownership of the means of pro-
duction and distribution, 2s advocated
by Socialists, can war of all kinds be
made a matter of the past and an era of
equality, happiness, virtue and peace
prevail on earth, an era which wifl real-
ize the following words written by Al-
fred Tennyson in “Locksley Hall”:

For I dipped into the future,
Saw the vision ot The Sid see.
And the md:n mwlt?l be;

‘When war-drum
b o hw‘l 'hmbethtr:rbl exao longer,

In the parlinment of man.
' The 1?:4 tion of the World.

Then the common sense of most
apthotis 8 S Gl Bke
Lapped In-universal law.

New York. James Allman,

An American soldier, writing home
from the  Philippines, says: “I didn’t
like to fire, the wretches were so plucky
and exposed 1selves so bravely; and
when wghtook ',htl;: trenches there were
women there, shot down while cooking
for their husbands and. bctherss thers
.were lads of 12 and 14 firing bravelv to
il:'}ast, and old men who‘cgquld hardly
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All the purse of an neighbor.
each Il:m-thonm know when his work was

done :
Were I shared by the Many—not owned by One.
“I am forced by the few with their greed for
for the many new fetters of u:n.
et is purpese, and ever will
To set the :nh.’vel of the workshop free.
God hasten the day when, joyed,
And hail me _¥rl¢nd in an opulent land.”

g

Haverhill, Mass.

The municipal store or supply depot
as an adjunct to the Poor Department,
mentioned in a previous letter, is upon
the point of realization. Under this plan
the city, instead of supplying its poor
through the medium of private store-
keepers, will provide for them direct by a
store maintained by itself. The over-
seers of the poor at their last meeting
appointed a sub-committee to secure a
store for a supply depot.

At the last meeting of the board of al-
dermen our members introduced and
forced through an order granting to the
street' laborers a Saturday half holiday
during the summer without loss of pay.
The order has yet to pass the common
council, where another fight may be ex-
pected, but our comrades are prepared.

Our comrades, Gillen, Flanders and
Chase, took a stand at the last meeting
of the street committee against the prac-
tice in vogue for years of letting out the
removal of garbage by contract. They
maintained that the city should do the
work itself, and an interesting debate
followed. The opposition maintained
that the business men favored the con-
tract system, and said “they are our
bosses and we should obey them.” Com-
rade Gillen answered, saying: “I know
no boss save the working class. As a

them; their interests demand the ending
of the contract system on public works.
Their wages are beaten down, their
standard of life is lowéred, their every in-
terest is menaced by the continuance of
this custom. Because of all this I am
unalterably opposed to the contract sys-
tem.” The committee finally voted to
recommend to the city council that the
street commitice assume charge of the
work on trial until October-1.

Our comrades on this committee also
defeated a scheme to let to contract cer-
tain painting jobs, maintaining that the
city perform the work itself, subject to
union wages and conditions. In this
also they were successful.

One of the .things which is of local
importance to the citizens of the district
represented by Comrade Carey was the
location of a state highway in that dis-
trict; largely upon that issue represen-
tatives have been elected, and it was
urged against Comrade Carey’s candi-
dacy that in the event of his election they
would never get the state highway.' But,
alas! for their prophecy, Comrade Carey
was elected, and the state highway com-
mission has decided to construct a state
road in the locality desired, and the local
politicians are trying hard to explain.

The annual outing of the boards of
trade of the cities of the Merrimac val-
ley was held at Lawrence last week. It
is custemary to invite as speakers the
mayors and prominent men of the sev-
eral cities in the valley. This custom
was followed this year, and of course
Mayor Chase came in for an invitation,
which he deemed advisable to accept, as
it would give him an opportunity of
reaching a large number of persons
whom otherwise it would probably be
impossible to reach.

In addition to the business men who
conduct this affair, members of the
working class, such as clerks and others,
attend these gatherings. Many promi-
nent men in municipal and state politics
oif both old parties were present and
spoke. Mayor Eaton, of Lawrence, and
General Guild, of Boston, both Repub-
licans, the latter being' a prominent can-
didate for the Republican nomination for
Jlieutenant governor, spoke on the need
and benefit of foreign markets for the
product of American labor, and Mayor
Crawley, of Lowell, a Democrat, argued
in support of the home market. eir
speeches received nctory applause.

omrade Chase followed. He called at-
tention to the change of position of the
representatives of the two old parties
that but a short time ago the Democrat
was contending for a foreign market and
the Republican was maintaining the

was sed and the political gymnasts
had changed positions. Each was affirm-
ing that which in the last election they
denied. After exposing the duplicity and
fallacy of their position, he ed to
explain capitalism, its inevitable trend,

the rémedies

{ates G ey el
ne | closed with a defiance of the delenders

in . acknowledgment. On every hand
words of commendation were heard for
this young and brave apostle of the new
time. 'C. A. Fraser.

The Nub of the Matter

Appeal to Reason:—Since the Social
Democratic has partially captured
the city of Haverhill, Mass., it_has. set
the editor of the daily Gazette there to
studying the social question. A He is now
floundering about in the quagmire of
crude ideas, but is making some prog-
ress. For years he has been declaring
that socialism is impracticable, but his
editorials toda in to squint at it
quite differently, and he is trying to
formulate some plan of public: employ-
ment of the “surplus lagor." He will
find if he will continue to search that his
plan has been tried and failed. He has
failed to grasp the spirit of socialism,
-though he has read the words. It takes
time to get at the bottom of socialism, as
well as study, and too many rush into
print when they have grasped but a lit-
tle of the subject. It is a case of “a little
knowledge is a dangerous thing.” Com-
plete knowledge is safe. So long as any
man holds that interest, rent and profit
can under any conditions be just, and
makes’ his deductions from such prem-
“ises, he showes a Socialist how far he is
from grasping the situation. If these
things be right, then the present system
is richt and all the effects must neces-
sarily be right. All products today are
social, not individual, and the average
time needed under the best condition
should be the price—hence each worker,
no matter what field, should receive as
much of the social product for his labor
as any other worker. Refusing to grant
this, brotherhood falls and, strife ensues.
Deviate one iota from the golden rule
of time for time and you have opened
the door for fraud and deception and
they will enter, :

The Leaven at Work

The Wausau Record, a Republican
machine paper in Wisconsin, edited by
a Republican office holder, has the fol-
lowing sensible observation to make re-
garding trusts and politics: ;

“No political party can afford to take
up the defense of trusts as an issue, and
an attempt to do so would be essentially
wrong, aside from its being an evidence
of lack of political foresight. But the
‘men who have imagined that they could
make a loud noise and scare the octopus
into the woods are mistaken, for the
animal is the legitimate offspring of the
competitive system married to the ma-
chine. It may be possible to harness
the animal, and some measures must be
taken to regulate him—-take him, in fact.
The Record will do all in its power to
aid in this effort, for it is living in and
working for the present, mainly, while
having an idea of what the future prob-
ably has in store. Social evolutior is a
force that may be directed in'a measure
by wise foresight, but the power of all
the finite beings in the universe cannot
stay its progress. <Hence we say: Curb,
direct, regulate the trusts, but do not go
out to fight them with trumpets and big
drums.”

The above is not a conversion to So-
cialism, but merely a matter indicating
that our Socialist science is becoming
generally better known. Let the cam-
paign of education proceed!

The United States League of Phila-
delphia has taken up the cause of thé
3,000 seamstresses, mostly = soldier’s
wives, widows and daughters, who claim
that the government has soldiers’ cloth-

-ing made by contract, taking from them’

their livelihood. Tt is said that about
$§.ooo,ooo worth of contracts are to be
given out, and if so, the seamstresses will
have no work at all, ;
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equal
'hat private ownership of the
duction and distribution of wealth hag
soclety to split Into two distinct classes,
conflicting Interests, the s possessing |
of the ll‘bor

n, is responsible for &
security of subsistence, the poverty,
d tion of the ever-growing
our people.
That the same economic forces w|

4
for the common welfare, or
the destruction of civilization. i,

at the trade union movement and

pendent political action are the chi emanej.
pating factors of the working clu:f the ong
representing its economic, the other its pne
The ‘Capitalist system of Produstion a

e cal st system of pr )
b"'x&x':on'pr hy Social PM'-‘C“M mp.mm 7

erefore, the ocrati y
America declares its object to be thc. 'ﬂl&: i
ment of a system of co-operative roduction
and distribution through the rmon&m 0 the |
people of all the means of production and dis.
tribution, to be administered by o 200l
ety hln the Interel:st gl lhet wlul)le people, and the
complete emanc on of soclety f dom
ln;;lon of mvll:?l‘m e thy Fota o ot
e wage-workers and a ose | Sympathy

with their historical mission to roalnlu o higher
clvilization should sever connection with all
capitalist and reform rties and unite with
the Soclal Democratic Party of America.

The control of political power by th Bocla]
Democratic Party will be tlnum{mnt“u the
abolition of capitalism and of all clase ry ;

The solidarity of labor connecting us with
millions of class-conscious  fellow-workers
throughout the civilized world will lead to in-
ternational Soclalism, the brotherhood of man

As steps In this direction, we make the fol.
lolwlng lel:mndsr: /

. Revision of our antiquated F Con-
stitution, in order to remove the 3%:{:]:[- to
full and complete control of government by all -
the people, irrespective of sex. « ;

2. The public ownership of all industries con-
trolled by monopolles, trusts and combines,

3. The fubllc ownership of all rail
graph, tln.- (-{llhone. all memia, of tnnsso
communication, water-works, a8 an ectrie
plants, and other public utilitles. ° o g
4. The public ownership of all gold, siiver,

copper, lead, iron, coal and all other mines:
also of all oll and gas wells,

5. Reduction of the hours of labor In
tion to the increasing facilities of produ
6. The Inauguration of a system of public
works afd improvements for the employment of

a large number of the loyed, the
credit to be utilized for that purpose. f
7. All useful inventions to ge ree to all, the '
inventor to be remunerated by the public.
8. Labor legislation to be made national,
stead of local, and International where Do-a
9. National insurance of working ;
m;?lx&m accidents, lack of employment lnM'
age. 2
10 Equal civil and political rights for
and. women, and the abolition ot‘lll hw-w-ﬁ.
crlllmlr’lxt:\,:lngdnsnllmt women. e
b e adoption of the Initiative and Refer. =
endum, and t?le right of recall of resents.
u;;a X ‘tlllxle vot}er-, o
olition of war as far as the Unil
States are concerned and the introduction
international arbitration instead. e %

' DEMANDS FOR FARMERS.

The Social Democratic Party of Americadoss’
not hogc for the establishment of social order
through the increase of misery, but on the con
trary It expects its ¢>ommil lt'{rou h the deter
mined, urlited efforts of the worierl of
city and country to gain and use the !
power to that end. In view of this we
tonowln{ platform for the purpose of
a:‘ey workers In the country with those In
1. No more public land to be sold,
utilized by the United Btates or the ?t‘lgllb
rectly for the public benefit, or 1 d to farm. -
ers in small parcels of not over 640 acres, 3
State to make strict regulations as to improve-
:neg: antd cl(zlmv;luont. Forests and wi /
0 ut under direct control of the na

onstruction of ] —

:

: il

Vil

:alllr%ad atam:n "’%"n nll:o be a
elephone center. Telephone servi farm-
er‘s, tx ro!ifrealdenu olf gmui by
t uniform postal rate for nsportas
tion of agricultural products on t-!l'? l‘tll..l‘ll'uﬂl.
5. Public credit to be at the disposal of coun-
ties and towns for the improvement of roads

and soll and for irrigation and drainage.
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