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HAT SHOULD BE
SAID TO THE FARMER
ULTURE UNDER SOCIALISM

Instead of Being Owner of a Piece
Land That Burdens Him He Should
Be Part Owner of All Land

and Productive Capital

In your issue of July 22 Mr. La
fonte, in reference to the “Farmers’
emands,” among other things says:
Nevertheless the farmers should be told
t land will be the last thing to be so-
y should the farmers be told this?
The farmer above all others is looking
ing—for a better condition for
himself than that which now prevails.
Are we to cast him into still deeper de-
spair by telling him that he is to be the
‘last to share in the blessings that social-
ism will bring?
. Or do some of our city advocates sup--
that the farmer is afraid of social-
jsm, and hope to appease his fear by
such assurances? Or do city Socialists
imagine that the good to result from
Socialism to the dispossessed can only
come by an injury to those who now
have? | :
" In my experience I find the farmer in
many respects far in advance of the city
oroletaire in the knowledge of Social-
ism, where they have given it any
thought at all,
. Under the present system, who has a
‘harder lot than the farmer? :
' Under Socialism, who would receive a
greater advantage?

As it is now, the one ambition of the
farmer is to secure for himself a home—
2 farm of sufficient size and fertility that
‘he can by an application of his labor
thereon*support himself and family dur-
.ing the productive period of his life and
‘which will enable him to have a reason-
able assurance that he will not come to
want in his old age.: ' ‘

In order that he may do this, what
does he do? He marries, goes into debt
for a farm, and he and his wife from that
hour resolve to deprive themselves of
' every comfort and many necessities un-
til the farm is paid for—until they are
““out of debt;” and for the first ten or
fifteen years of their lives they toil early

and, late, in season and out; economize
and deprive themselves of a multitude
_of things that they would enjoy and
ought to have; go nowhere, see nothing,
and by the time they have accomplished
their purpose—by the time the farm is:
paid for—they are broken in health, per-
manently aged, and no longer ha\re_thc
desire of youth for things that delight
the human heart. Besides, their family
is coming on, and, remembering the
hardships through which they have

passed, they hope to provide for those
they love better than they themselves

were provided for—decide to now begin
© to get more and more, the appetite hav-
ing been acquired, the habit of self-de-
privation formed, and they keep it up
until the grave claims them as an early
victim. S !

Now, for what is all this sacrifice
made. What have they when they have
 their farm paid for? Only the right to
occupy a certain piece of land. And for
that right, for that privilege only, they
have been slaves of the veriest type—
slaves to a system—a system of private
ownership of land. Now, under Social-
ism, what would have been the differ-
ence to this young couple—what would
' have been the difference if we had had

- Socialism—the public ownership of land,
fifteen years ago, when they bought their
farm, when they were first married 6;lmd
_ started in life? We will suppose the farm
to have cost them $5,000, interest only
6 per cent. 1nen the farm and interest
. cost them $7,250. :

If we had had Socialism that day, in-
stead of buying a farm and giving $7,250
~of toil for it, they would have gone to
the proper officials of the county and
' made application for a farm. If there
~ had been no empty farmhouse, the pub-
‘lic would have.erected one and they
would have moved into it and lived there
all their lives. They wm:lhd have had no
mortgage hanging over them or interest
to pay;g:ould have started in life out of
debt; would have started where. they
leaveioff. il i
Do you tell me that the farmer should
Mdetg:; “land is the last thing to be
“How: about the
d paid for? He

children he looks upon his fields, and
the thought comes to him that when he
is laid away in - yonﬂET church yard,
“Will this land continue in the.posses-
sion of my children, or will they get into
debt and mortgage it away, and perhaps
become homeless?” A terrible thought
after all the hard work and sacrifices he
has made. But as he looks around upon
the adjoining country, how many cases
can he call to memory where kind par-
ents had left comfortable homes to the
children they loved, only a few yéars
thereafter to find those same children
dispossessed and without a home? Be-
sides, what farmer is there whose heart
does not sink within him when he re-
members the quarreling, lawsuits and

| tronble that so frequently arise between

the chiidren of those who are fortunate
(or unfortunate) enough to leave them
real estate as a legacy? Who is it that
can contemplate with composure the
horde of hungry, cunning, dishonest
lawyers that hover around every county
seat, eager for some wealthy parent to
die, that they may get their filthy fingers
into his lifetime’s saving? Go to that
man' and ask him if he would not be will-
ing to turn the title of his lands over to
his country to manage and care for, if in
return his government guaranteed to
protect his children and their children’s
children in its enjoyment and against
want and the fear of want for time with-
out erid. Tell him this is Socialism, and
that under Socialism he had a guarantee
that no child of his would ever come to
want or beg'bread. Show him that then,
instead of being an owner of only a few
acres of land, he would become a part
owner of all land, all factories, all rail-
roads, and all the means of production
of his nation, and I opine that you will
find him more easy to convince and
ready to take hold of the cause that will
make him free than your average dis-
possessed proletarian, whose scant wage
makes him a pliarit slave in the foul hand
of the corrupt politician of plutocracy.
Bellevue, O. W. I. Hood. "

Emile Vandervelde

Emile Vandervelde, leader of the Bel-
gian Socialist party, is the youngest
member of Parliament, being but 33
years old. He is returned from Charle-
roi. .He is a doctor at laws; an advocate
at Brussels; professor in the stills exist-
ing school for higher studies of the re-
cently closéd new university, and a con-
tributor to Le Peuple of Brussels, the
Berlin Central Blatt, the Vienna Ar-
beiterzeitung,, the Milan Critica Soziale
and London Justice. M. Vandervelde
is always talking in the chamber, taking
part in all discussions. He is both ener-
getic and clever. Although, as a Social-
ist, he advocates the . repartition of
wealth, he is worth more than 1,000,000
francs. He has obtained much notoriety
and not a little popularity by his fierce
criticism of the king in the chamber of
deputies.

Living in Pesthouses

A sanitary inspector of Chicago has
been making the rounds of some of the
horrible basement dwellings, where the
sunlight never enters, but where dull-
eyed and hopeless humanity swarms in
places that are “foul_beyond credence.”
This is what was found in one of them:

“A widow and her five children were
visited in their hot, little basement on
Austin avenue. The eldest of the chil-
dren was 8 years of age, the youngest’
18 months. ~The mother and three of
the children were ill from the heat and
bad air and from lack of proper food.
The room was almost bare, and the
widow told in trembling tones how she
had sold the furniture to get food for
the babies. She did not care for her-
self, she said, but could not bear to see
the children hungry. Not being able to
do any work, she and her young family
had been subsisting on the charity of
their poor neighbors—and to judge from
the pale skins and cadaverous eyes the
subsistence had been most scanty.

Debs’ Lecture Tour

The circular announcement of L. W.
Rogers, manager for Eugene 'V.'Debs'
anent the season 1899-1900, contains the
following: “A large number of applica-
tions are already on file for the comng
iseason and the remaining dates will be
speedily disposed of. Beginning with
September eight months will be divided
among the various states. At the end
of that time Mr. Debs goes abroad to fill
engagements in England and Australia
and study economic conditions in for-
eign lands. The great movement in

_which he is a factor has become interna-
| tional, and the United States no more

remains to itself than one of our cities or
states can hold aloof from the others.

The forward march in a world - wide
ovement to a better civilization has be-*
n.” The season begins at St/ Louis,

| for a m;

LESSONS TAUGHT BY
' BROOKLYN STRIKE

WILL THE WORKINGMEN HEED IT

Economic Salvation Will Come Only Through
a Party of Their Own — Parties
_ Financed by Capitalists
Will.Not Help

The strike on the New York trolley
roads should furnish the workers with
food for earnest thought and reflection.

It was a foregone conclusion that the
strike would result in failure, but if it
teaches some wholesome lessons to those
engaged in it, it will have been worth
the suffering entailed.

. The organization of the men was in-
complete, and from the first regarded by
many with suspicion. This lack «of con-
fidence was not altogether the fault of
those immediately responsible for the or-
ganization, but can'be largely attributed
to the workers' general mistrust of labor
organizations in consequence of the fre-
quency with which leaders have in the
past been convicted of using trades un-
ions as instruments for their personal
advancement.

Militant labor organizations will only
be successful when led by able men who
will be willing to remain permanently in
the movement, instead of by feigned en-
thusiasts whose only object is to usc
their position of leadership as a lever
with which to elevate themselves above
the workers.

It is the political rather than the in-
dustrial aspect of the New York strike
which is of interest to us Socialists.

Many of our comradeés are still favor-
ably inclined towamls the Democratic
party, believing that that party will help
forward the cause of the workers. To
such comrades this struggle should be
sufficient to convince them of the futility
of their hope.

Both the corporations in the dispute
are controlled by Democrats, prominent
in the political world. It is a well known
fact that it is almost impossible to obtain
employment with either, without first
producing an introduction from the lo-
cal Tammany leader. The city also is
controlled by Democrats, and the whole
force of the municipal government has
been used against the men on strike.

The police, instead of being public
servants, have become ruffians hired to
protect the corporations’ interests, and
have acted throughount with a brutality
disgraceful to any civilized community.

Strikers have been arrested who have
in no way violated the law, and when
their innocence has been proved beyond
doubt, not one word of censure has been
said to the police who were responsible
for the arrests. Frequently the police
themselves, by their swaggering inso-
lence, have provoked the. riots which
have formed the pretext for the arrests
made.

All this, as I have said, has taken place
in a city infested with Democratic offi-
cials, at the bidding of those who furnish
the funds for the party’s organization;
and it is well known in politics that “he
who pays the piper calls the tune.”

Even the attempts to enforce the ten-
hour act are being fiercely opposed by
these Democratic friends of labor.

Surely no one can longer doubt the
insincerity of the professions of sympa-
thy with “the cause of labor” coming
from a party dominated and controlled
by capitalists 6f the meanest type.

+ This strike has proved that Democrats
are equally as willing as Republicans to
use” their power to crush down labor.
With these facts staring them in the face
it would be suicidal on the part of the
workers to continue, by supporting them
at the polls, to place in the hands of
their employers the very weapons which
are to be used to defeat them. ‘

In times of strikes the question is not,
Are you a Democrat or a Republican?
but, Are you on the side of the employ-
ers or the men? Seeing that the masters
use their political power to enable them
to win industrial battles, let the motto
for the workers at election times be,
“Remember the strikes,” and refuse to
support any who in times of strikes ar-
rayed themselves against the workers’
- cause:

“That this thought is slowly gaining
ground was evidenced by the applause
which greeted Mr. Parsons’ declaration,
that “for the future the workers would
not put their trust in Tammany, but
would have their own independent po-
litical party.” ; s

I would, however, warn the workers
sons s ts. He declared that in ten
tion with $100,000, which would not
' come out of the workers’ pockets.

that where capital
‘a par ey-aho» contro 1 ita

against any party, on the basis Mr, Par-

days he could finance the new i

The ience of the _'"h'a'si:r,ovén‘
here capitaists furnish the fund

parties the workers’ enemies, and not
until the workers build up a party of
their own, paid for and run by them-

their economic salvation.
Lionel Levogue.

Hd-w to Raise Funds

One of the most difficult things in the

every day affairs of the branches of the
Social Democratic, party is that of rais-
ing money to meet running and cam-
paign expenses. Most of the members
are victims of poverty, at least during
some part of the year, and it is hard
work for them to pay dues regularly, and
to contribute to the campaign fund.
* Numerous ways and means have been
suggested and tried for the purpose of
raising money to convert the people to
our cause, but they all fall short of the
mark. I am going to outline a scheme
for the consideration of the branches
throughout the country; a scheme if ta-
ken hold of and pushed will yield good
results, for it has been tried. It is a
scheme to- make the capitalist pay our
bills, with the co-operation of the Social
Democrats.

I can give a better and clearer idea of

it was varried out in Haverhill in con-
nection with the Haverhill Co-Operative
Society. We wanted to start a co-opera-
tive grocery store, and had no capital,
so we concluded to try and make the
merchants in the city start us in busi-
ness. We succeeded in doing so by the
following method:

We obtained the name and address of
nearly one hundred workingmen and
women, who agreed to trade at the stores
where the best discount could be ob-
tained from the cash trade of the hund-
red persons.

We took the list of names to the vari-
ous dealers in the different articles, gro-
ceries, boots and shoes, clothing, drugs,
coal, wood, hardware, furniture, and all
the rest, and said to them: “Here are
a hundred persons who will trade at one
place, that place to be the one where the
largest cash rebate can be obtained. How
much will you give to have the trade of
these people all come to your store?”

The merchant, knowing that he could
afford to give a liberal discount for the
cash trade of a hundred customers, made
an offer for the trade of the society.

These offers averaged about 10 per
cent. After we had got- the bids of the
dealers a meeting of the members was
called, and it was decided by majority
vote where we should trade, and an
agreement made with the merchants.
Every time one of our members made a
purchase in one of these stores he asked
for and received a check.” On the checks
was written the amount of his purchdse.
At the end of every month all checks
were turned in to the secretary of the
society and each member was credited
with the amount of his checks turned in.
Then thie checks were all placed together
and the secretary or some other person
would go to the dealers and collect the
cash rebate, as agreed upon, on the to-
tal amount of checks in his possession,
For instance, one member turns in
checks from the dealers as follows:
Grocer, $10, 10 per cent rebate. . ..$1.00

Shoes, $2, 5 per cent rebate. ...... .10
Provisions, $10, g per cent rebate.. .o
Clothing, $5, 10 per cent rebaté... .50

Batalis = s et iy oy e $2.50

On this amount of trade there comes
to the member $2.50 in rebate. In-‘this
manner the Haverhill Co-Operative So-
ciety saved on what they were obliged
to spend for a living enough to start a
store of their own.

Why cannot each branch of the S. D.
P. do the same? Why not make the
merchants pay for the salvation of the
people? Each branch of twenty-five
members or over could start this scheme
in their city and have a revenue coming
in all the time by simply spending their
money at certain places. Let each
branch get the signatures of their mem-
bers and as many of those who are not
members as are willing to trade with the
stores selected. Take the list around to
the several merchants and get their fig-
ures and start the ball rolling. Each
branch should elect three members as a
committee whose sole duty to the move-
ment would be to handle this depart-
ment. '

If the members of the branches
throughout the country were willing to
co-operate in this ‘manner and all trade
at one place, they could have a source of
revenue that would be continually turn-
ing into the treasury of the branches
money with which tci oilarry,on the battle
against capitalism. I hope every
will act upon this matter, and see what
they can do in their cities. The larger
the membership the larger venu

iy

selves, will they be able to work out:

the scheme by giving the history of how’

DIRECT LEGISLATION .
A SOCIALISTIC WEAPON

S0 DECLARES AN E, RLY ADVOCATE

The Claim Made That it is Merecluggling
of Words to Speak of a_General
Election as a Refer-
endum

That direct legislation plank in oug
party platform seems to have aroused
the resentment of some party leaders
because there seems to be a widespread
movement among the pople for its adop-
tion. A movement, while successful now
in a state or two, and seemingly destined
to success in many, can in the nature of
things never be nationally successiul
without the direct help of a powerful So-
cialist party. :

This movement has arisen outside of
socialistic thought' and propaganda, be-
cause, beyond that of any other nation,
our political and official life has been
filled with corruption; but mainly be-
cause the experience of the last fifty
years in this and other lands has re-
vealed defects in the representative sys-
tem.

The hope of the advocates of direct
legislation has been to purify the civil
service so that the government, owned
and controlled by the people, should be
ready for real service in any way that the
people through the initiative should call
upon it to perform,

Direct legislation is Socialism in law-
making. It being more. easily under-
stood and not so easily opposed, brings
it nearer to success in whole or part
than any other question before the peo-
ple today. ;

Let us not antagonize, by belittling or
opposing arguments, those who are only
partially enlightened, but rather say
direct legislation is a' part of Socialism.
Be consistent. If the people can do the

Jlaw making, they can do other things

also.
* * *

It is mere juggling of words to speak
of a general election as a referendum.’
At a general election the vote is made
up probably of 60 per cent of party loy-
alty; 20 per-cent-of bribery-and-intimi--
dation, 10 per cent of selfish interests, N
leaving perhaps 10 per cent of true pa-
triotism.

This is naturally the result of the edu-
cation under the representative system,
voting for party and men instead of
measures. | ! .

Practice in direct legislation will lead
men to considér measures, and, given
time for this education, ideas will rule,
and the people will exercise their rea-
soning faculties.

* % ok 8 !

. The words of Comrade Debs, “Had
my fate been decided by it in ‘g4, I
would have been hanged for the crime
of trying to help humanity,” sound argu-
mentative, but are not, nor are they
wise.

_ It were far better for him had he been
jailed by a vote of the people. As it is
now, a judge is blamed for putting him
in jail, and the people are not responsi-
ble, are careless and indifferent to a pos-,
sible repetition of the outrage. Under
the operation of direct legislation the
people will make their own mistakes,
suffer for them, repent of. them; no
scapegoat is possible. Direct legislation
is only legislative, not judicial nor exec-
utive i its character.

T

But there is one serious argument
party idolaters make the most of, name-
ly, that “it has a tendency to do away
with political parties, i. e., with great
organizations of well defined ' ulterior
aim. Tlus. is both right and wrong.
Of course, in common with all parties
that ever lived, Socialist parties have a
“well defined ulterior aim.” But it de-
pends upon that aim somewhat whether
the life of the party is affected. There
will always be a faction or party to de-
fend whatever of special interests exist.
There will always be a party with an
ideal to make real. Buffer parties, like
the Liberal party in England, or our
Democratic party, and parties built on
fads and on single issues of govern-
mental policy, will feel the blight of di-
rect legislation at once. Conservative
and progressive, the natural divisions of
political life will face each other, and
will form the media for referendary peti-
tions, for initiatory These two

~opposing forces wﬂmnﬂy divide’

the field between them, with the chances.
7 in favor of the
eir machinery

needed for
marshal the

forces of
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VPROVBRESSIDH AND RETROGRESSION

The only criticism we have to offer of
the trusts -is that they are not large
enough; they do not yet include within
of their operations all that

seen to be pointless, when we reflect that
the trusts are comparatively new, that
their existence at.all is a:necessary re-
sult of new economic conditions, and
that their development is also necessar-
ily slow. It is futile to indulge in re-
grets over ‘the revolution of industry,
just as it is to wish for a reyersion to
the. “good old days” of individual pro-
duction. It is folly to hope for legisla-
tion to dissolve the true trust and bring
about “good times” by a restoration of
individual initiative and general compe-
tition. Far better will it be for society
to recognize the historic necessity and

‘ economic inevitability of combination

by a clear understanding of the causes
that have led to it.

A study of the phenomena of nature
reveals natural law; a study of the hu-
man organism establiskes laws of health;
so does the study of social and industrial
phenomena discover economic law, and
none can escape its operation. Under it
the fool is made rich and the philoso-
pher poor; the cunning and brutal dwell
in palaces; genius with the strain of
Shakespeare and the heart of Christ is
smothered in the slum. When history
and economic evolution is correctly un-
derstood, the impossibility of returning
to the “good old days” of individual ini-
tiative and Thomas Jefferson becomes
apparent.

Do those persons who contemplate a
reversion to the day of small production,
through some trick of legislation, ever
think what stupendous tasks their. policy
of reaction involves? On the contrary,
there is nothing in their hysterical writ-
ings or speeches to indicate that they
‘have any real grasp or true insight of
the economic question. For the most
part they are blindly following the lead

of some “good man,” allured by the.

promise of money reform or tax reform,
and have no comprehension at all of the
economic evolution. What they pro-
pose is devolution. They would roll
back civilization upon itself by returning
from the trust to the corporation, from
- the corporation to the company, from
the company to the partnership, from
the partnership to the individual trader
—and there the millennium! They want
to go forward by going into the grave
by restoring opportunities for competi-
tion and robbery to all men, they hope
to e§tablish equality; by a series of re-
versions from the massive production
forced upon us by growing intelligence,
discovery, and invention, they dream of
advancing civilization by rolling it back!

out the program of the trust
breakers and there follows a reversal of
all progress. Follow your “good man”
and “peerless leader” in his reactionary
reforms and he will lead you into a state.
more chaotic than you are. now in.
Recognize the economic law and co-
operate with the evolutionary movement
—of which the trust is a mere phase—

and you will witness the transiormation

of private combinations for pelf for the
few into social combinations for produc-
tion for use and plenty for all.

Society cannot go back to any past
and outgrown era of production any
more than the butterfly ¢an return to the
chrysalis. !

ONE VIEW OF TRAMP PROBLEM

Some months ago a writer d
siazh Flynt contributed i me aga{c.r:fmsjg;
:(ai:ual exglenences ofR  life to the

century Magazine. . He fix i
up like a hobo and li s

‘ ha.s ueVer known men ‘of that class to

take a’:’a‘yt‘lﬁns"i ‘more valuable than fruit.
The tram epend on the railroads for

.| travel, riding in box cars, on top of
| coaches, and even on the trucks. The

railroads serve to keep the tramps in the

_larger cities, the country thus in a meas-
ure escaping. ‘'Out-of-works” who beat
their way f:om place to place on the
railroads easily degenerate into tramps.
“I have traveled with men who in six
months’ time,” he says, “had become
voluntary vagrants merely because their
first stolen' rides, while in search of
work, had demonstrated to them how
easy it is to manage without working
and paying their way. The average un-
employed man in the United States goes
from one large city to another, rather
than, as is the custom in Europe, taking
in the intermediate towns and villages,
where there is no such likelihood (?) of
the labor market becoming congested.
In a few weeks, unless he is a man of
very strong character, he learns to travel
merely for travel's sake, * * * Among
the so-called (!) unemployed in this
country there are thousands of this
type.” He regards many tramps as “dis-
couraged criminals—that is, men who
have made a failure of trime,” and who
find tramping easier.

Mr., Flynt has a theory as to the
origin of the tramp as a class that is
novel, even if it is clearly a wrong one.
The custom of tramping has grown up
in this country in the last thirty vears,
he says, because, after the civil war,
there suddenly appeared on the scene a
large class of men who had “become so
enamored of camp life that they found it
Smpossible to return to quiet living, and
they took to wandering about the coun-
try.” As railroads were few thirty years
ago and tramping along wagon roads is
far from an easy way of living, this the-
ory will not answer. In 1870, the writer
says, the tramps of the country had a
sort of imaginary organization, known
today as the “Hobo Push.”

The theory that laborers can fix their
standard of living where they may
choose is not supported by the strikes
and lockouts incident to the present sea-
son of so-called prosperity.

Wages is that portion of the laborer’s
product which ‘the employer does not
take from him;. it is a pittance which
capitalism allows the laborer to keep in
c-der that he may live and propagate his
kind. 3

The president of a bankrupt Canadian
bank says the ruin on the institution by
depositors who wanted their money “was
quite unnecessary.” That is, if the run
had started a week later, when there was
no money for the depositors 1o get, it
would have suited him better.

Four thousand quarrymen at Les-
sines, Belgium, preceded by a band,
paraded the town, carrying a coffin cov-
ered with funeral trappings and bearing
the words, “The Government’s Fran-
chise Bill.” The coffin was buried with
much ceremony in a disused quarry.

In the State of New York, in 1897,
2,551,455 persons, one-third of the in-
habitants, applied for and received char-
itable aid. But they are all “incom-
petent” or “indolent” or “shiftless,” and
never were good for anything but to
produce wealth at a price fixed by the
fleecing class.

In the “freest” country. on earth and
the most resourceful, fifty-two per cent.
of its population, constituting seven mil-
lions of families, are in possession of
only four and one-half per cent. of its
wealth. And yet we hear the childish
prattle that the people are better off than
their forefathers! &

From Johannesburg, South Africa,
comes the Witness bearing witness that
the principles of Socialism are not be-
ing neglected even in the Transvaal.
No colonial or international questions
of the day are able to obscure the world-
wide Socialist movement. We welcome
the Witness to our table.

The pope has appointed a commission

of cardinals' to watch the Catholic

- Democrats of Belgium and Austria and
prevent any sort of fusion with the So-

cialists of those countries. On the other

hand, fusion of cardinals and bishops

with the tyranny of capitalism in Eu-

rope and America is permissible. ;

We have received the program and
.declaration of policy of the Canadian
Socialist League, headquarters at Mon-
treal.  The object of the league is'the
education on all questions relating to

| the necessity of Socialism, and the cor-

-tesponding secretary is R. Smith, Fra-
t‘ﬁfnilm. 715 Washington street,

| The report comes from Germany that
| Dr. Arons, the Social Democratic pro-

fessor in the University of Berlin, will
be dismissed. The case is causing wide
‘ nd the faculty are opposed
government’s proposed ~action,

is the teacher of physics and

ipate in other branches.

The London Daily- Chronicle pub-
lishes part of the private correspondence
of an English journalist at Manila, in
which he says: “An American corre-
spondent here was asked by his paper:
*Why did you not cable the taking of
Pateros?” He replied: ‘Because it did
not take place,’ and a sharp reprimand
for his 'want of enterprise’ was his re-
ward. An other American correspondent,
told by his stenographer in the midst of
an exciting story that it was not true,
calmly answered : ‘Never mind ; it's good
stuff.” Another correspondent was dis-
missed as incompetent because he never
sent such stories.”

We are pleased to learn that Comrade
James Aliman, of New Yerk city, has
resiguied membership from the Socialist.
Labor party and become a member of
the Social Democratic party. This gives
our party one of the ablest and sound-
est'exponents of Socialism in the United
States, Comrade Allman’s experience as
a lecturer and agitator for the cause ex-
tending over many years, both in this
country and 'in ‘England. Already he
has addressed several outdoor meetings
for the party and the demand for his
services promises to be sufficient to keep
him busy for many months to come.
We welcome him, and all such, with
open arms to the rapidly growing young
Social Democratic movement of Amer-
ica. 4L e

From Farm to Factory

It is but a few decades ago that both
food and textiles had their intermediate
manufacture to a great extent upon the
farm, and it was the necessity of the
farmer to largely distribute his own
product. The movement has been away
from this to specialization in shop and
factory and trade, , We know that when
our fathers and mothers were children
wool was carded, spun and woven
upon the farm. At the same time all the
cheese and butter was made in the farm-
er's house. Some farmers spun a little
more cloth than they needed, and this
they carried to some neighbor in some
trade, or to the store and gave it for
sugar or flour or molasses, or they traded
it for shoes and boots to the shoemaker,
and, similarly, they took their butter or
their cheese or thelr wheat or potatoes
to the neighbor or village and got any
article which belonged to the barter and
trade of the time. In this narrow move-
ment the farmer was his own manufac-
turer and distributor. The growth of
things is but now obliterating the last
vestiges of this. ¢

When we were children the develop-
ment in textiles had got so far along that
the spinning wheel was becoming a curi-
osity, and the commercial drummer, the
distributing agent, bringing the advance
in' product, began to make his appear-
ance with his bag upon the village street.
One of his novelties is called to this day
“factory” cloth. And division of labor,
or specialization, in both manufacture
and distribution had in this degree found
its development. The organization in
manufacture had grown into the looms
at Lowell, and the organization of dis-
tribution had developed centralization in
the wholesale merchant and his agent
upon the road. We see the result of this
organization in the cheapening of the
product and the raising of its' quality.
There came in the several grades of the
plain “factory” ‘cotton, from coarse to
fine unbleached, and coarse to fine
bleached, or muslin. Different’ grades
were numbered and became stable in
their weight and quality. And similarly
the calicoes began to uniformly grade
themselves and to rise in quality and
coloring effect. Finally the silks and
cashmeres began to appear. in the storesp
and the inghtain carpets, graded in
weights and quality, had displaced the
old rag carpet. Then came the:cotton
and woolen stockings and the knitted
hoods and gloves. The knitting needle
passed to the knitting factory and its
multiplied and graded goods. Then fol-
lowed the more complete phase of or-
ganization in manufacture, the made-up
articles of every kind. Even in country
storcs man, woman or child can buy
complete clothing; and there can be had
pillows, pillow-cases, bedding, window
hangings, portieres, cushions, etc. The
needle and the sewing machine in the
house have fallen very much into dis-
use.

It is more recent that the advance has
been marked in the organization of the
food product. When we were children
it was still the custom to find a great
mixture in sizes, quality and coloring of
cheeses at the'groceries. This was be-
cause every farmer who had sufficient
milk made his own cheese. He would
save the milk up for two or three days,
if .the weather was not too warm, and
get as large a batch as he could, suffi-
cient to make a cheese “big enough to
sell.” These cheeses, little and big, would

_be found ranged along on the hanging

shelf of the farmer’s cellar. They. were
subject to all vicissitudes; the weather
was too warm or too cold in curing, ahd
in the summer time, owing to lack of ice
facilities for milk, the cheese was often
bitter and hard. Certain farmers de-
veloped skill over their neighbors in the
manufacture of cheese and obtained bet-
ter prices. Those having the inferior
facilities and skill began to take their'
milk to the others to make up for them
in the oné batch. From it passed
casily to the factory at the

stead of the farmer arranging to sell a
cheese here and there, in trade for gro-
ceries or blacksmithing, or shoemaking,
or with the painter or wagonmaker, the
product now moved from the factory to

e wholesale distribution at the large
cities. The wholesale: or commission
grocer today has standing contracts for
all a given factory can make. The ad-
vance in butter has proceeded more
slowly, owing to the less need in the
earlier day of giving it over to the spe-
cialist, partly because butter can be made
from a small quantity of milk. Many
country stores, even within twenty miles

of New York, still get some portion of’

their butter direct from the farmer, who
sells it to them and takes groceries home.
But where the farmers have any large
amount of milk they go on the advan-
tage of giving butter-making over to
the “creameries” or factories. In place
of the tub of butter on the counter, in
rolls of all colors and: sizes, most of the
butter now comes from the manufacturer
or wholesale distributor in the uniform
package and color of the creameries.
This butter, save for faults in the care of
it,.comes_to the table well-nigh uniform
and ‘as sweet as when lifted from the
churn—Corydon Ford, in The Organic
State. it
Appeal for Help

The. public officials having failed to
enforce the ten hour law upon surface
1ailroads, made it necessary for the em-
ployes of the lines in New Yoik and
Brooklyn to stop work in an attempt to
secure the observance of this just law.
Through the action of the police and
courts in sustaining these companies in
their violation of the law, three thousand
of these men are still out of work, with-
out any means of securing employment;
many of these men being injured by the
brutality of the police in their service
for: these companies, making this the
most unenrual contest ever witnessed in
this locality. )

Therefore, a committee of organized
labor, Comrade Joseph Barondess being
one of the number, appeals to every or-
ganization, also every fair-minded citi-
zen, to donate such financial aid to these
men as their cause deserves,.for the re-
lief of them and their families, thcreby
showing that all fair-minded people will
stand by these men against persecution
and oppression.

All money should be sent to Wm. J.
O'Brien, Treasurer, 110 East 125th St.,
New York City.

Zola’s New Novel

Clemenceau's journal I"Aurore has be-
gun the serial publication of a new work
of fiction from Zola's pen, completed
during his exile. It is called “Fecund-
ite,” and is thé first of a series of four
organically connected novels. The oth-
ers to be entitled respectively “Travail,”
*Justice,” and “Verite.”

The first chapters of “Fecundite” de-
scribe in the author’s realistic manner
the environment and conditions of Paris-
ian manual laborers. The hero of the
story is a workman, Mathieu Froman.
The author's general purpose in this
novel—for it belongs to the category of
“tendency fiction"—is thus expiained in
the introductory remarks of I'Aurore:

*‘Fecundite’ is a study, drama, and
poem at the same time. It celebrates
and glorifies the achicvements of a nu-
merous family. Around the central
character, who knows how to love and to
will, to work and to create, in the midst
of a constantly growing family, Zola has
grouped more than fifty subordinate per-
sonages of the opposite kind, bad ana
decadlent representatives of the modern
social-economic order—men and women
who carry death and dissolution with
them in the lives of Malthusianism, in
the terrible mortality of children.

“‘Fecundite’ is the history of the dis-
solution of the capitalistic industrial sys-
tem, the history of fatal and deadly pov-
erty; it is the picture of social hell, the
result of social injustice, which inevit-
ably entails the ruin of country and hu-
manity. ¥

“1t is impossible to create a more im-
pressive and striking drama than that
contained in Zola’s tale of two deliberate
murderers, who are depicted in a series
of marvelous scenes. At the same time
it is difficult to conceive a more reassur-
ing, more inspiring and elevating poem
than is given here. In the pages of this
novel, full of joy and charm, there is the
triumphant song of the all-conquering
family—the family which conquers by
virtue of its numbers, which brings to
the country and humanity the hope of
tomorrow, health, joy, indomitable
energy, in the interest of the coming so-
ciety and for the erection of justice and
truth.”

Some time ago Zola wrote an essay on
the healthfulness and beneficence of la-
bor, in which he claimed that his works'

.had been misrepresented, and that in-
stead of despair and pessimism he incul-
cated love of useful life and invigorating,
honest labor. This idea, it is now said,
finds
te,”

g e

The Herald in Bundles
25 COpIes ..v.iinaan Bl
50 COpIeS ‘... ..i.iii., 25
1100 COpIES ............. .05

e
(3

artistic embodiment in “Fecund-

LESSONS OF THE SEASHO

I sat upon a jutting rock
That overhung the sea, i
And heard the voices of the waves
Sing merrily and free.

While thus I sat, the ocean old
Taught me a lesson new,

And with the license of a friend
I'll pass it on to you.

Slowly the rising tide rolled in,
With steady, sure advance,
Not hurried by a leaping wave,

Not hindered by mischance.

O'er shifting sand and rugged rock
The tide resistless went,

A type of the advance of right,
Of right omnipotent.

In spite of low environment,
In spite of haughty height,

The tide of human right moves en,
Assertive of its might.

Then let the pebble multitude .
Their weak defiance roar;

Bide ye the time; the right shall rule,
And cover evil o'er. ;

I saw a vessel sailing north
Before a southern breeze,

I saw another sailing south,
Against the wind, with ease.

Why wait we, then, for favoring winds
Of friendly public thought,

To waft our socialistic ship
Into the harbor sought?

The very breath of those who hate,
Who wish our movement ill,

Will force us onward to our goal
Against their wish and will.

No breeze but serves the swelling sail, -
No blow but helps our: cause,

If they who hold the ropes of power
Use judgment and not jaws.

I flung a pebble in the sea,
And watched it as it fell;

It lost itself beneath the waves,
Jut raised the sea as well.

And he who sinks a kindly act
Into the sea of need, '

Shall lift this whole great world of ours
By virtue of his deed.

And we, who cast our single votes
For socialism’s sake,

As surely help the social tide
A higher mark to make.

All motions to amend the world
Dame “ature always shelves,

Until the formers of reforms
.Havesunk their selfish selves

I tossed another pebble in,
And watched the ripples grow

In ever-widening circles, till &
Their limit none could know.

The circles from that tiny splash
Broke on the coast of Maine, ;
And touched the unseen, distant shores = gt
Of England and of Spain.

No word of truth can ¢’er be dropped
Whose influence is lost;

No act of justice can be done -
But what repays its cost.

The ripples of a speech, a song,
A word in private said,

Pass out of human sight and ken,
Flow on when you are dead.

A thousand years ago, I thought,
These waves were dashing here, .
While some wild savage crouched near .

Y
In wait for foe or deer.

A thousand years ahead, and stili
The waves will splashing come,

And speak with their eternal voice
When you-and I are dumb.

Why spend we, then, our flitting lives
In aiding selfish might,

In fighting for the dying wrong
Against the eternal right?

Man's creed and greed shall pass away
Like mist upon the sea,

And only righteous principle
Shall live eternally.

>

Upon the sands the tide flowed in
From out the further deep, :
From point to point, with slow advance,
I watched the water creep. :

Each crevice in the lower rock,
Each hollow in the sand,

Was filled with water e'er the tide
Made progress toward the land.

Andso it is with that great tide
Of human brotherhood:
The lower life of man must rise
Before we touch the good.

Then déul i the et
~And Al 1p slum

each factory hole,
common level
Jifes high




lay Genings st NagTs Tl oy
arday s Hall,
8 ¥, Vaclav Jelinek, 436
U

Ve,
5 11l., meets 2d and 4th Mon.
Wn Jos. Dundras’ lu:e?‘w%)
! W. 15th

Secretary, Frank Ort,

Illinols meets 2nd and 4th Sun-
month at Frank Lang's, 117 W,
Jefferson street. Secretary,

47 Ruble St.

6 (German), Chicago,
iy

meets  every
evenlng at § o'elock at
land avenue, near 18th

méets at Lundquist Hall
streets, every first and
. Westine, Sec'y, 6243 Cen-

9, Chi :
'n::g%n’

T Al

INDIANA, P

meets first Suturday
{hntternoon of  eacl

; in's 1, ' corner Market

streets, Indianapolis. d

: | MARYLAND,

nch No. land, meets every Sunday
m., at é’tmrp?n{er'l 11, 606 E. Baltimore
Public Invited.

neh No. 2, Baltimore, Md.,

“m., at 311 W, (ﬂmnn St. Sécre-
“ 1408 N. Gay St.

; MASSACHUSETTS. :
4, Holyoke, Mass., meets second and
nday of each month at Springdale
.‘*m rganizer, H. Schlichting, 30

lamz Mass., permanent hu.dquar-
ln'imm- , near Pﬁnrl;et St., ‘business
Syery Monday o

Sec.-Treas.

npetl
L

ht at 7:30 p. m. n
. Timson, 23 Albﬁy

9, Brockton, meets the 1st and
of each month for business, in Cut-

8 Cor. Main and Center
S, Walsh, No. 332 W,

15, Massachusetts—East  Boston—
onday at 8 p. m, at ¥ Chelsea st.
191 Webster st., Sec

tts, rockton.

thi ay each month for

er's hall, Clark's Block, cor.
. Secretary, Frank S.

[l !
Chelsea, Mass.,, meets every
2, postoffice build-

at lxj m., room
| fred B. Outram, sec., 72 Ash

‘The Massachusetts State Committee meets the

. Saturday of each month at 724 Washing-

8 8t., Boston. All dues and moneys intended
the State Committee should be sent to the
secretary, A, McDonald, 14 - West
field 8t., Boston. All other correspond-
should be addressed to the corresponding
etary, Margaret Halle, 5 Glenwood St., Rox-

MINNESOTA

Lake Falls, Minn., meets ev-
in real estate office of

in street. Wm, H.

‘Branch
,h ther
in,
| 3.4 MISSOURI.
Louis headquarters—Room 7, 22 No.
h St. Address all communications to
al, Putriam, Secretary. For information
: ward branches inquire at the above

Louls Central Branch composed of all
s in 3rd Sunda
on, 2:30 p. m., at Aschenbroedel Hall,
ket St.  Lecture and general discus-
at ev meeting. Public invited.

7?riﬂuourl. meets every Tuudlg at
m. at 1300 Unlon ave., Kansas City. G. J.
1330 W, 9th street, Sec,

NEW YORK.

Ass'n Dist, N. Y.), meets ev-
Wednesday of the month, at

1, Red
Sunda.
on

i

anch 10 (4
1st and 3rd
of
New Y meets
it t;l‘na = lnkt 1&2 Clinton st.
", uyer, olk s
nch 3, Newaork {24th Assembly District)

2nd and 4th Monday of the month
4 E. dith st. L. Funcke, E. 58th st.,

No. 10 (4th Ass. Dist) New York,
Vi lday of each

d and fourth Fr

street. Nicholas Rosenauer,
Madison street.

‘Bmk!l‘yn. N. Y. Headquarters

tic Party, 251 Rutledge street,

at 8:15 sharp. All

ted In soclalism and the Social

tic Party are invited to attend these

and co-operate with us in orﬁmmnx

nches In every district in the city.

er, 251 Rutledge St., Secretary.

0. %), New York (28 Assembly Dis-
.meets 1st and 3rd Thu s of each
th at Faulhaber's Hall, 1551 nd ave-

cw York City. Becretary, R. Hoppe, 228

3 Cl!? Central Agitation. Committee of
r New York and vicinity meets second
L fourth Saturdays of each month at 107 For-
treet, In the Soclal Democratic .
Alex. Kahn, 118 Broome St., secretary.
; i OHIO.
ch No. 2, Ohlo, Cleveland, meets in Ohl-
'S Hall, “"ank street, second and fourth
\ys, at 3 p. m. tures. discussions, bus-
_meeting, first and third Friddys at §

h §, Cincinnat!, meets every 2d and 4th

y Workingmen's Hall, 1318 Walnut

tary, J. L. Franz, 1314 Walnut St.

FPENNSYLVANIA. i .

h Pa., meets every Sunday aft-
o!e'L. Hall, 716 State street. éhnlr«

Heydrick; secretary, Ge?. B. Laird,

", bth street.

ch urg, Pa,, meets everr
7:30 p. m., Funk Hall,

ine sts. President, W.

i Secretary, J. H. Lewls,

s

No. § (Jewlsh) of Pennsylvania meets

ay at 614 South Third street, Phila-

t T:30. Dlumulo:: from 8 to 9. J.
WISCONSIN.

No. 1, Milwauk

h ev

every second
e month at tb[‘g

L.
l.“‘;l";;'t't.l'o. chair-
urday in Gea "!:Yh. corner

s
. Concordin ave, (i G
boygan, Wis. m«uv;vm fom-t_l.:

£ th Gustay B ¥
G on Teant sast L

‘cal branch. This is something wonder-
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.its principles, or number, but because of

‘ evening at 1039 Main street..

nic are

blishing Soc
Teprinting “Merlin’s Mixture”
rom the Social Democratic Herald and
the other voluntarily giving space to the
pubh,atan of a “Social Democratic col-
umn,” edited by the chairman of the lo-

ful when it is considered that previous to
the last electioni not ‘over twenty - five
votes were cast here for Socialism, and
clearly indicates the phenomenal change
of feeling respecting the absorbing ques-
tion of the day. cialist sentiment is
unmistakably on the rapid increase.

- Meetings of the local branch are held
on the second Monday evening of cach
month in Laster’s Hall, and hardly, a
meeting passes without adding to its
membership.  As election draws nearer
these meetings will grow: in importance
and interest. Newburyport will enter
the campaign with a full ticket, state and
local. It seems certain that some of the
Socialist candidates will be elected.
Among our best workers are the bar-
bers, who instill the gentle truths of So-
cialism into the minds of their patrons
while deftly trimming or removing their
hirsute apperidages. A hundred Social-
ists continually agitating for industrial
co-operation and exposing the hopeless
injustice of private capitalism make a
mighty force in the establishment of the
co-operative commonwealth. Keep your
eyeon Newburyport. Lux.

Connecticut

The comrades of Connecticut desire
to inform their comrades, through the
instrumentality of The Herald, that the
good work in this. state goes’ steadily
on. Though until the present they have
been very cautious as to publicity, not
that they were ashamed of their party,

its delicacy. Many obstacles had to be
overcome in a quiet way before they
could trust the child to walk alone.

‘However, the youth is gaining in
strength, and we feel that the time has
come when we can reach cut and clasp
hands with our comrades all over the
country in one inseparable and unbrok-
en alliance for the- overthrow of capital-
ism, and the establishment of the com-
monwealth, L

Rockville seems to be the storm center
at present. On July 30 they gave a
grand picnic, to which the comrades of
Hartford and New Haven were cordial-
ly invited. i :

Everything in this state points to a
good fall’s work, and we are in hopes to
have in the near future a cordon of.
branches woven clear around the state,
with none but Socialists on guard. “And
these, armed with the dynamite of intel-
ligence,will reawaken the echoes of 1776,
reaffirm the Declaration of Independ-
ence over the heads of the political boss,
and, on the ruins of the capitalist sys-
tem which has already outlived its use-
fulness. we will rear the temple of free-
dom—the Social Democratic Common-
wealth. ;

To the wage-slaves of Hartford, who
are conscious of their position, and who
feel as though they can 'get along with-
out their master, and who also indorse
the principles of the Social Democratic
party, we extend hearty welcome to our
ranks. If you are yet divided in your
opinion, come to our mectings, and let
us reason together.

Branch No. 1 meets every Thursday

Branch No. 2 meets every Friday
evening at C. L. M. Hall, J.W.B.

Bay State Pienic

Our joint picnic has been arranged for
August 20 at Gran Lunden Grove, Re-
vere, two minutes’ walk from  Franklin
Park station, on the Saugus branch. To
insure a good attendance it is only nec-
‘essary to mention that we have secured
the Brockton Socialist band, twenty-two
pieces, for the day, and that there are to
be addresses from Mayor John C. Chase
of Haverhill, Representative James F.
Carey, Rev. Frederic O. McCartney,
Winfield P. Porﬁ:r,'Social Democratic
candidate for governor, and others. The
tickets, which have been placed at the
low price of 35 cents, cover admission to
the grounds, the band concert, the
speaking, and the dinner. Other re-
freshments, such{as ice cream, tonics,
cigars and fruit, will be extra. Amuse-
ments will be provided for the little
folks. The proceeds are to go to the
state campaign fund, and we hope to
make this picnic an occasion for increas-
ing the good comradeship and the sense
of solidarity that already exist among
our members, as well as a means, of
raising money for our approaching
struggle. The branches that are co-
ope r in the actual work of the pic-
ynn, Chelsea and the various
branches of Boston, but comrades from
all places from which the grove is acces-
selling tickets and will be pres-
t on the 2o0th. From Boston the grove

' ched either by steam cars or
.cents fare by steam and
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have not had the advantage of hearing a
real, live Socialist band, will at last have
that privilege. Many, also, who have’
heard much about our Comrade Mc-
Cartney and have desired to hear him,
will be glad to know that this picnic will
afford them the Wished-for opportunity.
Everybody come; and bring along with
you any friends and sympathizers whom
you want to impress.

2 ¢ Margaret laile.

The National Convention

Comrade Chase is not in favor of the
-recommendations ‘made by the late con-
ference, especially that relating to the
basis of representation. He was op-
posed to the conference being held on
account of the useless expenditure of
money. Let me say to Comrade Chase
that there has beén no expenditure of
money, so far as the pirty is concerned,
for we who attended paid our own ex-
penses, as we have done for the last
vear,

- Comrade Chase is opposed to branchk
representation and urges state represen-
tation instead. On the basis he pro-
posed there will be no national conven-
tion next year. It is doubtiul if five states
would be represented. y

The conference took a careful survey
of the situation, present and prospective,
and decided upon a basis that will make
possible a representative national gath-
ering, qualified to adopt a platform and
nominate candidates. :

Branches have eight months in which
to raise money to send a delegate, and
most of them will do it. No branch need
send more than one delegate, he having
votes proportioned to the membership
he represents. Our present constitution
may not be “fit for use,” and it would
be easy to say the same of that proposa:l
by the comrades from Massachusetts.
The conference, be it said, was infiu-
enced in its action by financial eonsider-
ations. A new constitution, though ef-
fective, but a few months, would have
cost money. Is Comrade Chase pre-
pared to go down in his pocket and fur-
nish it, as the rest of us have done an:l
are doing to keep tlre national party go-
ing?

Massachusetts comes to the front
promptly with a big “kick™ at the slight-
est_provocation. This is good and I
like it. But Massachusetts should also
be mm when the coin is needed. If other
states had done as little as Massachu-
setts ior the national party since it was
organized a year ago, we would not have
a sign of a national party in existence.
| admire Massachusetts, glory in her
progress and rejoice in the victory of
. her comrades, but she and they are ull
wrapped up in Massachusetts, and al-
though strongest in membership, have
done scarcely nothing for the party at
large. - They have met every appeal for
finance (and these have only been made
in an’extremity) with a.deaf ear, or, as
one comrade put it: “We don't like your
appeals for money; they are humiliating
to the party!”

We want the advice and suggestions
of our Massachusetts comrades, and we
also want them to bear their share of the
party’s burden. The paltry dues -for
which The Herald is given will not
establish a’ political party. In addition
.to what is due for the local branch and
for the state, something is due the party
at large, and this is the point I seck 1o
in:press upon Comrade Chase and those
for whom he speaks. ‘ .

I have been candid, but what 1 have
said is prompted in no other spirit than
that of comradeship.

In closing, I hope the basis of branch
representation proposed by the confer-
ence will be adopted by the referendum
vote. Eugene V. Debs.

New Branches

We have the pleasant duty this week
~of reporting the institution of a new
branch at Nashville, Tenn., which starts
out with a fine list of members. Among
them is Dr. B. H. Enloe, who has for
. years been one of the most energetic
and consistent workers for the cause of
Socialism in the country. The member-
ship as a whole is well qualified to insure
an efficient organization in Tennessee.
The officers are : Chairman, Theo. Per-
ry; vice-chairman, J. M. Ray; secretary-
treasurer, S. T. Mosley; organizer, W.
L. Hamilton: '

A new branch was organized July 22d
at Campello, Mass., making another lisk
in the chain of active organizations that
will do effective work for'the Social
Democratic ticket next fall.

Are you a Sovinlist? ﬁ'hnmi:n dolng for
Sociallsm? Every Sociallst should up and do~
ing night and day, doing something to advance
the cause. What are you doing? Are you beur-
ing your share of the burden3 Your share is to
get ut loast one new sabscriber to THE
every week, X ; :

ks

“trim our growing

- the outside. We got over the difficulty
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' The Recommendations Again

There are two of the recommenda-
tions of ‘he national conference which I
hope: Mill not be adopted, viz., (1st) to
continue the present constitution and
have it “remain in operation” till the
next national convention, and (2d) the
basis of representation proposed for the
next nationai convention.

In regard to the present constitution,
we might get along with it for another
eight months, so long as no one at-
tempts to put it “in operation.” But we
have no hesitation in saying plainly that
we in Massachusetts are not attempting
to live up to it. We have not tried to
" movement to fit any
written constitution, but rather to work
out and frame a constitution such as the
needs of the movement demand. In a
vain attempt to bring our plan of state
organization into harmony with our
written constitution, a proposition was
made at our last state convention to have
a state union or state committee com-
posed of one delegate from each branch,
wnh’ an executive board of five, bur the
motion was_voted down almost unani-
mously; )

_ Qur people prefer to have conven-
tions, and a state committee of such size
and manner of organization as the neces-
sities of the occasion require and the
possibilities allow. We want home rule
it the matter of state organization, at
least as to the form of it. The state un-
jon with executive hoard of five is not
Gemocratic enough for us; and we hope
it won't be put in operation. in- Massa-
chusetts, because—that would be a pity.

A more important objection, however,
10 the present constitution, and one
fraught with more danger, is that it does
not exclude from membership old party
politicians or adherents. They are il
clizible to membership, but are debarred
from the executive boards; that is =!I
It ought not to be necessary among So-
cialists to make any argument ‘on the
danger of this laxity, especially in a
young party like ours, which is already
in the field of active politics, and pre-
sents an elegant opening for the opera-
tions of professional politicians, Your
wily politician does not need to be an
cfiicer of a branch before he can begin
operations in the way of putting himsali
forward or side-tracking and misleading
a yeung party which is still in the pro-
cess of formation.  Not all our branches
number in their ranks old-timers wio
kiew just how to deal with these fel-
lovs; but even though they did, the sai-
est place for people who are not ready
to cut loose from capitalist parties is un

in this state by adopting a form of ap-
plication for membership requiring ull
applicants to “sever all connection with
or allegiance to any other political par-
ty." Surely our experience with the So-
cial Democracy of America ought to
have convinced us of the folly of having
left the door open wide enough to admit
all covers, who still retained, while nomi-
nally belonging to that organization,
their own peculiar political and economic
views. In working for the real and
substantial growth of our movement we
must not lose sight of the fact that yual-
ity is of more importance than quantity,
at any rate until the character of the
party shall have been formed. It is not
too much to ask of any man who is So-
cialist enough to wish to join our ranks,
that hz shall sever all connection with or
allegiance to any other political party. |
And this should be incorporated in our
constitution now. Eight months from
now may be just delay enough to cause
a. great deal of trouble. Vote down the
retaining of the present constitution,
comrades, and have this amendment sub-
mitted to general vote. .

Then as to the basis of representation
at the next national convention. To give
to each branch the right to be repre-
sented at the convention may sound
democratic on the face of it, but it does
not work out that way, by any means,
(Out of our 35 branches in Massachusetts
today, perhaps 5 would raise the $50
necessary to send a delegate to Indian- |
apolis. The other 30 would be entirely
unrepresented, while every little branch
of five in Indiana and the neighboring
states could have its delegate. Comrade
Chase made a good point in regard to
the amount of money that would be ex-
pended in ‘sending a large number of
delegates which could be used to better
purpose. I do not, however, agree with
his proposed basis of representation,
viz., representation by states. 1 believe
that the fairest and also the most prac-
tical plan would be to have one delegate
“for every 200 or 300 members in a state.
IZach state should be entitled to one
delegate, anyway, for the first, say, 300
members or fraction thereof; and to one
additional . delegate for every additional
300 or major fraction thereof. In this
way, the expense of one delegate would
be borne by 300 members, which could
easily be done, and this would give the
Social Democrats of Massachusetts,
California and Texas an equal show with
_those of Indiana, Illinois and Missouri.

ict number, whether 200, 300
400, could be decided upon later; th
ing to do at present s to .

- The educational features of this:p

. GIVE ANSWER
" (Written for The Herald.)

O ye in the van of creation,
ive ear for ‘mocl!ncuz agd say:

a sanctified Ape?

O Church, that is called of Jesus!
Dost follow wherever he goes?

We are sick—hast thou e'er tried to ease us?
We are brulsed—hast thou hindered the

We blonmr for all of your prayi
are s 0 0 raying,
! phrylucterlu bro&d: f

th 1 ht else than th V‘:.l.]t
.eagle aught else e vulture,
s

ol S
St know whom ou
Thou'rt betraying, like Judas, thy God.

O Government, named of the People!
Is it true to your trust ye are found?

‘Or just, like a costly church ateeple,
Invention for show. and for sound?

Just playing a huge game of
Whose stakes are men's

euchre,
, women's

tears— 3
Just selling men’s souls for vile lucre,
As you'd market a herd of dumb steers?

h 1. [

t, r rtable 1

Who are blest with the talents that pay,
Say: What do ye do for the masses
,That are starving around ye today?
Ye bulld your advertisement church

Put your names on your charity rol
But say: Is it true that ye pu e

Your millions by damning your souls?

Are ye certain, ye smug altar-kneelers,
That sweatshops are quite Christian things?
DMa shudder at being sharP dealers,
en dividends sharp dea lngabrlngn
Is it right to grow rich off the baby
That is starved at its mother's breast?
Ye make mHlions; but in the Great May Be
Will ye be aught but beggers confessed?

—H. D. C. Maclachlan;

Larger Hall Needed

The second meeting of the new
branch of the Social Democratic party
i San Francisco was held at 1159 Mad-
1son street.  Every chair was occupied,
and the next meeting will be held in :he
large hall ot the same building.

Comrade Liess, who delivered the ad-
dress of the evening, was listened to with
cager attention as he unfolded the lis-
tory of the Socialist movement in this ,
country. He explained how, during the
last six months, he had carefully studied
the two branches of the Socialist nioye-
ment in this country—the Social Labor
party and the Social Democratic party—
and after comparing the men who com-
posed ' these two organizations, their
cconomics, their methods, and their tac-
tics, he did not hesitate to throw in his
lot with the Social Democratic party, s
that today is the scientific section of tlje
Sccialist movement of America.

Comrade Liess dwelt at length on the
S.T. & L. A,, the tax question, and the
absolute necessity of maintaining a free
press and a free platform, if our move-
ment is to develop.

The Social Democratic party is souad .
on all these vital questions. It has al-
ready in its ranks the greatest econo-
mists of America, and is bound to lead
the Socialist movement to victory in this
country, Comrades Noel, Bartlett and
Andre, of the Social Democratic
party, and Comrade Siler, of the Social
Labor.party, also addressed the meet-
ing. Valentine Britton, Sec.

San Francisco,

Wanted—Sowers

Every convert to Socialism should
consider it a paramount duty to diffuse
among the people the great truths con-
tained in that grand science.

That is the secret of success of the &
appointed aggressive missionary march
of Socialism, to convert, to advance, and
finally to encompass the whole earth,
consummate its final triumph by the
overthrow of the capitalist-competitive
system, and the substitution therefor of
the co-operative system of industry, by
which all men and women will become
industrially free—iree to have access to
all of nature’s resources, and the discov-
eries and inventions which have been
handed down to us through the march of
centuries, to be owned and operated as
a common heritage for the benefit of all
mankind. Thereforé the mission of So-
cialism is to destroy the petrifying power
of capitalism, and by so doing give to ev-
ery man and woman the freedom and
fullness of their industry, and by main-
taining the indefeasible right of every -
man and woman to the full product of
their toil, Socialism will lay the founda-
tion stone of the millennium. ;

Let it be understood that Socialism
has no enemy more deadly to life than
capitalism. The outlook for the estab-
lishment of Socialism at the closing "
hour of the 19th century is bright in-
deed, with every indication that the en-
trance of the 20th centliry will gather in
a ‘bountiful harvest and establish Social-
ism in one Or more countries.

The command of Socialism to its con-
verts now is to make disciples of all ma-
tions regardless of race or place.

Iet them consider it their duty to
make a determined effort to extend the
circulation of Socialist literature and ad-
vance its principles, so the people at
large can see what their belief is.

Let them consider themselves as much

artners in the firm as they would be if
gOCialism was in actual operation, - 2

There are many ways of “sowing the
seed” and we leave this to the resources
of our readers. i

are excellent, and as we receive
far more /
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SOCIALISM
n R T o 0 "
“Mr. Bonsall begins his second article
th the restatement of the “fundamen-
. tal proposition” laid down by him in his
first article, namely, that “money is the
creation of law and not of nature.” He
expects that the writer of these lines, or
any other man who dlSSCntS from that
proposition, will attempt 1o prove that
“money is a product of nawmre.” That
would settle the controversy as far as
my esteemed opponent is concerned.
I should say it would! Suppose 1, or
somebody else, would try to prove that
money grows on trees or falls from the
skies like manna. Mr. B, as a man
who, according to his own statement,
handles large sums of money, knows
better than that. He would simply de-
clare my proofs the “incarnation of ab-
surdity,” and would this time be per-
fectly justified in doing so. No! Money
is obviously not a product of nature.
But is it, then, “‘a creation of law,” as
Mr. B. wants it? Alas! money has cre-
ated many a law, but laws never created
one cent's worth of money. My esteemed
opponent labors obviously under the de-
. lusion that, state paper money being a
-creation of law, all kinds of money are
likewise a creation| of law. State paper
money is, however, only a substitute for
real metallic money, which it represents.
Its valne corresponds to the amount of
metallic money it replaces in the inter-
ests of circulation. “What is, then,
money according to your definition?” [
hear Mr. B. ask me. Money is—but no!
I will not answer this question myself.
My esteemed opponent proved to be
such an expert in hunting up all kinds
of contradictions (blank, square and
others) in my statements that [ actually
decided to be on my guard in the future.
I will cite “authorities” and let them
bear the consequences of Mr. B.'s criti-
cism. I hope they will be able to stand
it all right. These authorities will be
neither anonymous pamphleteers, nor
lawyers who happened to be elected or
appointed as judges; neither political
jobbers:called congressmen, nor doibt-
ful “tragic historians of financial legisla-
tion”; neither “credit mongers” nor
“security holders who are seifishly in-
terested in maintaining dear money and
cheap labor.” - My authority shall be
Karl Marx and Kautsky, whose names
are probably not entirely foreign to Mr.
B., who professes to be a Socialist.
. Let us then start with the definition of
money. Says Marx: “Money is a ware
serving as a general equivalent of ware
value. The value of money is not an ar-
tificial creation. It owes rather its sig-
nificance to the role it plays in the pro-
cess of exchange as a ware.” In other
words, money is neither an instrument,
nor a function, nor a certificate, as Mr.
B. affirms, but an economic phenomenon
called a ware, just as any other ware on
the market. Kautsky says: “Gold and
silver could monopolize the place of a
general equivalent, because those met-
als meet other wares as wares. They
turned into money enly because of their
being wares.” Laws never created wares
(that means commodities), and conse-
quently could never create money. Let
us now turn for a while again to Mr.
B.'s second article. As usual, he finds a
contradiction (this time a “square” one)
in my statements, In one statement [
enumerate the advantages of the gold
standard as compared ‘with the double
or silver standard; in the other I point
out the fact that scarcity- of money in
hard times is due to deficient circulation
of it on the market, to the hoarding of
money. My worthy opponent explains
my first statement as praise of the single
gold standard, while the second as “a
repudiation of the gold coin as next to
worthless for the very good reason that
it does not circulate in the channels of
legitimate business and industry.” Asa
matter of fact, 1 did not praise the gold
standard (far be it from me!), but simply
stated its comparative advantages with
silver. The “repudiation of gold coin,”
etc., however, is entirely a product of
Mr. B.'s imagination, as the reader may
judge  for himself, !
pudiation of gold” on my part Mr. B.
calls a “vital truth” and tries to prove it
by the fact that gold coin is scarce in
circulation. Where the “square contra-
diction” comes in must be profound
mystery to every unprejudiced mind.
Lat us now see what my authorities have
to say on that account. Marx presup-
poses in his “Capital” gold as the only
money ware, because, as Kautsky ex-
plaifs, gold is actually the money of
the Capitalistic system of production.
‘Where two different wares pass as
measures of value, as, for instance, gold
and silver, the wares ir general possess
two different expressions of their prices
—that of gold and that of silver. Every
f:mgr;x “l;aﬂtlig rz(l&o of their prices results
rbation of prices.
LING OF THE MEASURE OF
VALUE 1S, AS A MATTER OF
FACT, ACONTRADICTION
AGAINST THE FUNCTION OF
MONEY AS A 'MEASURE OF
VALUE. Wherever people attempted
to legalize two standards of value, ac-
‘ tually one of them served as a measure

.

This fancied “re-

OF |

tion to the scarcity of money in hard
times and the other about the functions
of paper money. *“The quickness of cir-
culation of money depends on the rapid-
ity of circulation of wares. People who
are unable to see anything beyond the
surface of things then believe that there
is a scarcity of money, and that this
scarcit;y causes the slow circulation of
wares,” and “Paper money can never
replace a larger quantity of gold than is
absorbed by the ware circulation. If
the circulation of wares of a country
needs 100 million marks in gold and the
state issues 200 million marks in circu-
lation; the consequence will be that I,
for instance, will be able to buy with a
20-mark paper note as much goods as
with a ten-mark piece of gold con?.'
Mr. B.'s “tragic history of the financial
legislation in the United States” and his
accusation of. “English money lords” I
will not analyze here at all for lack of
space. [ will state, however, that, even
taken for granted all those “conspira-
cies,” my opinion on the monev nroblem
remains the same. I affirm that if those
conspiracies would not exist (and [ am
inclined to doubt their existence), gold
would still be the standard of value, the
money of the Capitalistic’ system. The
fact that gold coin is scarce in actual
circulation does not prove anything. The
standard of value has other functions to
perform than to circulate on the market.
My worthy opponent advises me to

stady the history of financial legislation

of the United States. It is, I am sure,
very kind of him. But I could in my
turn, if I would dare to, advise him to
study *Das Kapital” of Karl Marx. “It
will be a revelation to him. It will open
his eyes.” It proved to be a revelation
to me and opened my eyes many, many
vears ago, and made me to what T am at
present—a Social Democrat.
Milwaukee, Wis, 1. LADOFF.

BONSALL'S THIRD ARTICLE

In my first contribution it was dis-
tinctly declared that both gold and sii-
ver (save, perhaps, the latter for subsi-
diary or fractional coins) should be
eliminated from the mints of money
coinage, and consigned to the realm of
merchandise, the same as other metals,
and that the pgople of this republic
should 'establish and perpetuate a truly
scientific, representative, economic, so-
cialistic system of paper money, which
would be the very incarnation of equit-
able function and use, by actually being
a certificate of useful service, or value
parted with, as it should be, universally.
And my apology for defending the free
and unlimited coinage of silver at the
existing ratio is that it is for the purpose
of showing the real object of silver de-
monetization, and the gross error of as-
suming that monometallism is better for
the whole people than bimetallism: and
that, if we must have metallism at all,
bimetallism is by far the best for the in-
dustrial classes.

Mr. Ladoff has never read (evidently)
the Luckenbach affidavit. Frederick
Luckenbach, a well known citizen of the
United States, an honorable, truthful
and reliable man, did on the 6th day of
May, 1892, before the clerk of the Su-
preme Court of Colorado, at Denver,
make solemn oath’that, at the home of
Ernest Seyd, in ‘the city of London,
February, 1874, the said Seyd, with
whom he was intimately acquainted, did
confess and declare that, in the winter
of 1872-3, acting as agent for the “gov-
ernors of the Bank of England,” he
came to Washington with $500,000, and
paid this money to influential public
men, with the stipulation that they se-
cure the demonetization of silver in the
United States, and th:* his mission was
successful. Every link in the chain of
circumstances goes to prove that he told
the truth.

Next, I beg to notice the declaration
of Comrade Ladoff, that “the price of
gold is comparatively stable.”” History
disproves the assertion. In 1874, Sen-

ator John A. Logan, in a speech in’

Congress, showed that, compared with
our greenback currency, gold was ex-
tremely unstable. He said: *“No, sir,
the price of gold is reguldted just as the
price of any other article of merchan-
dise—Dby the supply and demand. 1 have
labored pretty hard for a few days past
to get the facts and figures to verify

_every proposition, and I have here the

figures showing the price of gold from
January, 1865, to January, 1874.” Then
follows the table, which makes twenty-
five comparisons, the periods of which
average about five months; and the low-
est fluctuation of any period was|$3.00
on the hundred, while the highest was
from 234.50 to 128,50 in four months,
or a fall of 106.00. The average fluctua-
tion ‘was about 18.00. This record shows
anything but a stable character.

- Mr. Logan adds: “The variations in
‘the price of gold are not regulated by
‘the amount of currency in any way—
‘without any reference whatever to the
gyeeltlx:lgacks—~the amount great or
small.”

' On the other hand, the fluctuations in

the prices of commodities, expressed in
greenback dollars (the then standard),

corresponded with the increase or
in the volume of money in cir-
other
‘come down to late years, and

single gol

were in harmony with the economic law,

factors being equal). But

ment of Mr. Ladoff. Of course, the gold
is not in actual circulation, but accord-
ing to the monometallists our silver and
paper are based upon it, as the money
of final redemption,” and ultimate solu-
tion, and it is therefore responsible for
any fluctuations. Eight months ago one
ton of pig iron would buy $10.00. Now
it will buy $18.75. Ingot copper has
fluctuated still more. Wheat, within a
few years, has fluctuated violently. The
same can be said of a multitude of staple
articles.

The financial, commercial and ‘trade
papers, as well as the bank and stock-
Jjobbing circulars, express doubt and un-
certainty. The trusts, with their watered
stocks, the banks with their fictitious
“loans” and “deposits,” the awful con-
centration of real and personal property,
the cutting down of the power of the
masses to consume—all these have been
aggravated and not lessened by the sin-
gle gold standard, to defend which is in-
tellectual, social and economic madness.

In my fourth and last article I hope to
show that Mr.. Ladoff’s position regard-
ing high and low prices is exactly
wrong; and finally I shall reveal for the
information of your readers a most start-
ling array of facts and records from the
Treasury Reports, an analysis of which
conclusively shows that we are awfully
near the precipice of a tremendous panic
explosion, and that our national bank-
of-issue system and the single gold
standard must be held responsible for
the impending calamity. It is my earnest
hope that Comrade Ladoff shall yet
comprehend the vital, far-reaching dif-
ference between bank currency and gov-
ernment legal tender paper money, as

well as the difference between bimetal- |

lism and monometallism.
Salem, O, Charles Bonsall.

Farm Laborers’ Earnings

The Political Science Quarterly for
Dec., 1893, contained an article from the
pen of Geo. K. Holmes, who had charge
of the statistics of wealth of the U. S.
census of 18go. The article was based
on census figures and showed the won-
derful concentration of wealth in this
country, which Socialists have used so
effectively since. Comrade Gordon uses
deductions from this article i his “Hard
Times" pamphlet.

Mr. Holmes. is now assistant statis=
tician in. the national department of ag-
ricdture, On June 24th he was before
the Industrial Commission, and from his
testimony as printed.in the press I wish
to make the following extract as having
a bearing on the discussion of the de-
mands for farmers:

“Professor George K. Holmes, as-
sistant statistician of the Agricultural
Department, began his testimony this af-
ternoon. He said the agricultural ele-
ment is the largest in our population,
8,500,000 persons being employed in
1890 in gainiul agricultural occupations
out of 22,750,000 persons employed in all
gainful  occupations; 3,500,000 were
farmers, constituting the proprietor class
not only as owners, but proprietor ten-
ants, and 3.000,000 were agricultural la-
borers working for wages,

Statistics of wage rates had been col-
lected since 1866 by the Agricultural
Department, and had been brought
down to 1895. In the latter year the
agricultural laborer received an average
of $17.69 a month, without board, a de-
cline of $1.49 from 1893. In the eastern
states, in 1893, the average wage, with-
out board, was $29; in the middle
states, $23.80; in the southern states,
$12.71; in the mountain states, $30.04;
and in the Pacific states, $31.68. In the
vear 1895 the average allowance for
board was $5.67 per month. :

“Here are 3,000,000 workers,” said
Professor Holmes, “having we do not
know how many dependents upon them
in their families, but very likely 8,000,000
to 10,000,000, who are receiving but
$17.60 per month, without board, and
then only when actually employed, and
I can hardly use figures or other state-
ments better to show how low are and
must be the social and economic condi-
tions of this large population group.”.

Continuing Professor Holmes stated
that he had been able to compute the
actual earnings of these agricultural la-
borers by taking from the last census ths
average time they were out of employ-
ment for the year 1890, and subtracting
it from one year in order to find the time
of employment. He thus found the ac-
tual earnings of the agricultural labor-
ers in 1890 amounted to $645,000,000,

"or an average of only $215 per individ-

ual.

“This is the lowest paid labor of all
the great occupation groups in  this
country,” he said, “and the income would
hardly seem sufficient to provide sub-
sistence for a family.”

“Now, I want to ask if the interests of
these employees and employers are iden-
tical, and if not, whose interests do the
S. D. P. represent? el

If farmers cannot be reached by the
same scientific statements from which
‘we appeal to all other citizens it proves
one of two things, either that the farm-
ers are not the “most radical people,” or
that their brightness causes t.gem.to see
a difference o%class interest. ‘
_ fTiffir, Ohio. ~  Chas. R. Martin.

GREATER NEW YORK
ATTENTION

FIRST GRAND ANNUAL PICNIC

AND ENTERTAINMENT.

of the Social Dx ic Party (Section G New

York) will be held

SATURDAY AFTERNDON AND EVENING, AUBUST 12
AT FORT WENDEL PARK
194TH ST. AND AMSTERDAM AVE.

Everybody is ‘invited to attend and have a
genuine social democratic time. Dancing will
begin at 8 p. m. Music furnished by Union
men represented in the Central Federated
Union. Talent furnished by Actors’ Protective
Union No. 1, Tickets admitting gentleman
and lady 25 cts. Extra ladies’ tickets 10 ots.
All who can should come and make this picnic
a grand success.

The Book You Need
. i PRINCIPLES OF
Scientific Socialism

By Rev. Charles H. Vail

Author ** Modern S *'* and ‘*National
Ownership of Rallways."’

CONTENTS :

The Industrial Evolution. The Analysis of Value.
The Origin of Surplus Value. s

The Advantages of Socislism: Production, Dis-
tribution, Elimination of Useless Vocations, Prevention
of Waste, Elevation of Woman, Proper Care and Train-
ing of Children, Efficient Directors, Solution of the
Monetary Question, Abolition of Taxation, Simplifica-
tion of Government, Benefits to Capitalists, Benefits to
Laborers.

The E

ences of the Moral Strergth of Social-*
ism: ItsBpirit and Aim; Abolition of Business Dis-
honesty : Restriction of Divorce: Pravention of Prosti-
tation ; Elimination of Crime; Prevention of Intemp-
erance, Insanity, ete,

Poverty—Its Cause and Core. Wage Slavery vs.
Chattel Slavery, Rext and Interest. The Law of
W:f-u‘ The Law of Progress. Industrial Depressions
and Commercial Crises. The Problem of Labor-Saving
Machinery.

Popular Economic Errors: That Value is Deter-
mined L(‘lphdiut Cost of Production; that the Inter-
ests of Laborers and Capitalists are identical; that
Labor is Better Off To-day Than Ever Before ; that
Cheap Prices are Beneficial to Labor; that Foreign
Markets are Beneficial to Labor: that Luxury is Bene-
ficial to Labor ; that Land Nationalization Would
Solve the Social Question: that Extravagance is the
Chief Cause of Economic Want: that Bocialism Wonld
Thwart Inventions and Improvements: that SBocialism
Would Destroy Individoality, Conclusion and Indeg.

12mo, 236 Pages; Paper, 3¢; ('lotn, ¥1.00,

.':EN;ORDERS TO
THEODORE DEBS, 129 Washington St.
CHICAGO

THE COMING NATION

Is one of the most widely quoted and influential Social
reform Hlpors in America. ‘It is edited and published
by the Ruskin Co-operative Association. It does not
seek to make converts to Socialism by abuse, but by
applying the arguments of reason and common sense.
It treats the subject in & manner that the whole family
will be interested in reading’what it has to say.

ITIS ORIGINAL, CLEVER AND CONVINCING

Sabscription, one year 50 cts., six months 25 cts., three
monthe 15 cts. Trial subscription of ten weeks 10 cts,

ADDRESS i
THE COMING NATION
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Carey’s Speeches

“CHILD LABOR™

Delivered in the Massachusetts Legislature.
The popular verdict pronounces it simply
“great.”

“SOCIETY’S RIGHT to LAND and CAPITAL”

An argnment that is irresistible, couched in
language clear, graceful and poetic. Don’'t fail
to order this.

PRICE FIVE CENTS A COPY OR $3.00 A HUNDRED

BSend orders to
MRS. A. KONIKOW
1043 Washinglon St., Boston.

JUST oUT

Municipal Socialism

By F. G, R. GORDON

A thirty-two page pamphlet packed with facts and
figures, An unanswerable argument in favor of muni-
cipal owpership. The first work of its kind for popular
use, Every socialist should help to spread it.

Bingle copies, .

Ten copies.....
One hundred cop

E. V. DEBS & CO.

Terre Haute, Ind.

Merrie England

BY ROBERT BLATCHFORD

10c.

A PLAIN EXPOSITION OF
SOCIALISM ... (Postage paid)

100°COPIES . . . $4.00

85,000 COPIES BOLD IN ENGLAND
Revised from Latest Loodon Edition

THEODORE DEBS
126 WASHINGTON ST. CHICAGO, ILL.,

; The "
People’s Christian Church

AN AGITATION FOR THE KINGDOM OF
: GOD ON EARTH. -

i

FRED'K G. STRICKLAND, Paston.

conflic interests,

of capitalists or exploiters of the labor

others and the ever-in large

class of wage-workers, who are
ly-due share of their product '

That capitalism, the private ownership 3
means of production, is responsible for
security of subsistence, the poverty,
degradation of the ever-growing
our people. J

That the same economic” forces i

rodu'c"eixI and pr;?wmln;edmit m:t havy.

m, com e adoption of Boclalism f
collective ownership of the means of :
for the common good and welfare, or resu)
the destruction o n.

That the trade union movement ang Inde.
pendent political action are the chief emanei.
pating factors of the working class, the
representing its economic, the other ity poligieay

, and that both must co-operate to
tb.ho capitalist system of production and

ution,

Therefore, the Social Democratic Party
America deciares its object to be the -‘lhh-‘
ment of a system of co-operative prog
and distribution through the restoration to
people of all the méans otegrodueuon and dly.
tribution, to be administered by organized soei.
ety in the interest of the whole people, and the
comrleta emancipation of soclety from the
ination of capitalism.

The wage-workers and all those in sym;
with thelr historical mission to realize a
civilization should sever connection
capitalist and reform parties and
the fal Democratic Party of Ameri

The control of political power by
Democratic Party will be tantamount to
abolition of capitalism and of all class rule,

The solidarity of labor connecting usg
millions of class-conscious fellow-w,
throughout the civilized world will lead to
ternational Soclalism, the brotherh

As steps in this direction,
lolwln}g(: lerlmmau[: & G

. Revision of our antiquated Fed
stitution, in order to remove the ol s c.'u
full and complete control of government by all
the people, irrespective of sex.

. The public ownefship of all industries con.
trolled by monopolies, trusts and combines,

3. The public ownership of all rail
graph,  telephone, all means of tran:
communicaticn, water-works, gas electrie
plants, and other public utilities.

4. The public ownership of all gold, silver,
copper, lead, iron, coal and all other mines:
also of all oil and gas wells. i
Reduction of the hours of labor in propor-
to the increasing facilities of production.

tion
6. The inauguration of a system of publie
works and improvements for the employment of
a large number of the unemployed, the publie
credit to be utilized for that g:r?on.
7. All useful inventions to rée to all, the
inventor to be remunerated by the public,
.- Labor legislation to be made national, in.
stead of local, and international where possible.
9. National Insurance of working
against id 1 ‘want
in old age. 2
10 Equal civil and political rights for men
and women, and the abolition of all laws dis
criminating against women.
1. The adogtlon of the Initiative and Refer
endum, and the right of recall of represents.
tives by the voters.
! 12, Abolition of war as far as the United
States are concerned and the Introduction
international arbitration Instead. ;

ts, lack of ment an

LEMANDS FOR FARMERS, f
The Social Democratic Party of America doss

not hoke for the establishment of social order
through the increase of mlser{, but on the con-
trary it expects its coming through the deter-
mined, united efforts of the workers of
city and country to gain and use the

wer to that end. - In view of this we adapt
ollowing platform for the purpose of
l:xte workers in the country with those in
city:

. No more public land to be sold, but
utilized by the United States or the
! rectly for the public benefit, or ieased to
ers in small parcels of not over 640 acres, the
State to make strict regulations as to Improve-
ment and cultivation. Forests and wal
to be put under direct control of the nation,

2. Construction of grain elevators,
and cold storage bufldings by the nation, to be
used by the farmers, at cost.

3. The postal, railroad, telegraph and tele-
phone services to be united that every post and
rallroad station shall also be a telegraph and
telephone center. Telephone service for farm-
ers, as for resldents of cities, to be at cost.

4. A uniform postal rate for the transporta~
tion of agricultural products on all railroads.

5. Public credit to be at the disposal of coun~
ties and towns for the Improvement of roads
and soll and for Irrigation and dralnage.
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No.1 Contains A WORD WITH YOU, JOHN!" b
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The * DECLA
of the Social Democratic Party of Americs.

No. 2 Contains “AROUSE, YE SLAVES!"a
address by E. V. Debs on Socialism and the

ocratic Party, with spicture of the author,
“HOT SHOTN!™ a bunch of pithy, poiniad,
date" paragraphs, calculated to mr: people
for themselves. i
DI, b PR BRI S .00
500 caopies. . u .‘2
250 copies., o
100 QUpRaRL. 4. v

THEODORE DEBS, Secretary Treasurer,
126 Washington Street,

When a branch of the 8. D, P, is organized it
notsit down on its hind legs and wait for the ¢l
roll by. Presumably it was organized to
‘work it should. Now, you want a large attes
your meetings and you want new members.
i Boih 8 a rubber stamp
and place.of meeting on it and order &

to come each week. Put the stamp on
distribate them the s
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