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0 CONFERENCE
'DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Relation of Wealthy Democrats to
rusts and the Absurdity of Their
Posing as Foes of the Trusts

and Friends of the People

years ago Mr. Bryan was de:
by his own friends, these very
He drew an immense number
blican, independent, populist and
‘Socialist votes, but the fear that
‘election would injure the business
rid caused the democratic leaders to
him wholesale wherever they had
power. i
The abolition of trusts would cause a
ter industrial disturbance than the
ge of silver; it would paralyze com-
ce for at least:ten years, and until the
business world became accustomed to
w conditions. Is it to be supposed
shrewd, money-getting politicians
whose chief pursuit in life is the almighty
dollar, would ever carry into execution a
; that would injure them financial-
;7 On the contrary, if we are to judge
their past careers, they would con-
tinue in their course, and aggravate the
present evil legislation. 1
'Equally fantastic and laughable is the
claim by the democratic party to be the
friend of the working people. It is the
friend of Mammon and all unrighteous-

ness. i

" In New York City American, German
‘or Irish workingmen are contemptuous-
ly thrown aside by democratic contract-
* ors and their places filled with Italians at
_ adollar a day. In many large citics at
the present time the eight-hour law is in-
force, and ‘nearly every city is under
democratic rule, yet in no instance is this
law enforced by the democratic authori-

ues. -
~ There have been several large strikes
in New York for the past five years.
Every time the democratic aldermen
passed resolutions of sympathy for the
strikers, but they never contributed one
cent and they never took the first step
10 punish the unjust, and in some in-
stances illegal actions of their employees.

But the resolutions did not prevent
the police or the democratic administra-
tion enforcing the laws as “to peace and
order and the rights of property” with
- a severity bordering on brutality and in-
humanity. ! ;

In New York and in Chicago the par-
ty as such is in partnership with the gam-
blers and criminal classes and would

than close one poolroom. X
1t is a well known fact that democratic
assemblymen in the Empire state have
introduced bills every year cutting down
the price of gas; that these bills have
been pigeon-holed or emasculated, and
" that the companies have paid thousands
of dollars each time as legal expenses.
There is scarcely a franchise in -New
York City but what has been given away
by democratic common councils and the
people deliberately robbed. How much
_ the politician secured is unknown.

In London, with fewer franchises, the
cost of municipal -government is only
one-third of what it is in New York City.

And this is the party which claims to
be the friend of the workingman and the
_ only proper agency through which re-
formers are to work for the realization
of their purposes. “Consistency, thou art
a jewel. 4 :

. Will you walk into my parlor, says the

. spider to the fly;

"Tis the very prettiest parlor that ever
you did spy. :

The very last pronunciamento of the
democratic national committee avoids
with rare skill all reference to the mat-
‘ters which most vitally concern the la-
borer and the citizen. It says nothing
regarding the amelioration of the patent
law system, which protects and even fos-
ters such abominable monopolies as the
Bell Telephone Company, the General
Electric Company and the typewriter

worse still, Mr. Bryan, the acknowledged
eader of the democratic party, repudi-
ates the doctrine and fg‘mas the return

S ik nader

rather arrest one thousand workingmen

re-

for Mr. Bryan today represents the con-
servative element in what is called the
new democratic party. Three years agu
the populist party was the party of re-
form, and the remonetization of silver its
objective issue, around which all its

forces centered. Mr. Bryan made that

demand the slogan of the democratic
party. But the public mind and the
spirit of reform have swept far beyond
the demands of 1896. Now it is the pub-
lic ownership of public utilities that is

_demanded, and against that Mr. Bryan

has taken his stand.

I would not waste time in going over
these details of the political history of
the democratic party were it not for the
fact that many sincere reformers believe
it possible to work through that party.
To all such I may in conclusion call their
attention to the treatment of the popu-
lists for the last five years. 'In 1892-93-
94 the democracy derided --and de-
nounced the populists. In 1896 they wel-

comed the party with open arms and

with every expression of affection and
gratitude. The populists asked nothing
save the success of the principle that was
so dear to them. The moment the elec-
tion was over the democratic leaders
opened war upon their late allies, and in
some of the western states they broke all
their agreements, and by virtue of the
strength they had gained from the popu-
list vote they threw out of office every
populist they could and replaced them
with democratic henchmen. Their plan
was to destroy the party and to swallow
the separate fragments, and they pretty
effectually did it. .

Now in 1899 the democratic national
committee openly declares that it will
have nothing to do with populist, Social-
ist or any other independent organiza-
tion.

The only way in which the Socialist
party—I allude to the Social Democratic
Party—can produce any results is to or-
ganize, proselyte and put up its own
candidates, no matter how small the
vote. The time is bound to come when
it will hold the balance of power, and be
able to dictate terms to its older rivals.
The Socialist party amounted to noth-
ing in Germany and France until it be-
came independent of all others;, from
that time on its growth has been the
wonder of Europe.

The smallness of our party need not
dishearten us, nor make us timid in our
work. The tendencies of civilization and
the progress of events are on our side.
Upon us rests an imperative and urgent

-duty, to put forth every effort in the

work by agitating and converting, or-
ganizing and campaigning.

Professor Herron, in the Social Fo-
rum, asks for “some program of nation-
al redemption on which - the various
ideals and programs can be brought to-
gether.” The program has already been
given; it is for all those who are opposed
1o the present monopolistic competitive
regime to unite under the banner of So-
cialism for its overthrow. The ideal is
human brotherhood; humanity united
in a common love under a common Fa-
ther; and all the warring notes of com-
petitive strife and hatred hushed, the
melody of joy and happiness, in a uni-
versal desire for the general good re-
sounding in its place; the united. labors
of all working toward the realization of
one great end; the full development of
human ifaculties and the wondrous re-
sources of the earth that we inhabit, the
establishment of the kingdom of God on
earth; not a church, not a narrow eccle-
siasticism, but a warm, pulsating king-
dom of love; a kingdom of outwrought
intelligence. that wiil recreate life anew
and make earth a paradise of delights.
This is the ideal. - The aim is to estab-
lish a co-operative commonwealth, a true
republic in which poverty of mind and
body will be anknown, and in which the
administrative forces of a nation will be
wielded by an enlightened population in
the interests of all.

And in this Commonwealth will at last
be realized that dream and longing of the
ages—ireedom—not "merely of bodily
conditions but of environment; freedom
of thought and action, freedom to realize
all our aspirations and legitimate desires,
freedom to put forth all the mighty forces

- of the soul that now lie half buried with-,

in us. |
This is the transformation that is to be

effected and for which the time is ripe;

and the means of action is the formation
of a political party adequate to make the
change from the old order to the new
and to begin the glorious work of refor-
mation and restoration. That party is in
existence and all it needs is the strength
and power that comes from growth.

Do you not know that all the evils of

society, the inequality of wealth, the pov-

3 » crime,
wm:gdtm%compmn, T

CLEVELAND. CAPITALISTS’
~ DYNAMITE PLOT

STREET RMLVAY MEN'S STRIKE
.—'-?—“

A Personal Investigation and its: Results—
Rumor of Dynamite Plot Started by
the Company—Destruction of
Property Followed

By Rev. W. D. P. Bliss

Rev. W. D, Pi Bliss was asked by a
Philadelphia paper to write a statement
of facts in regard to the Cleveland strike
and this is what he says:

1 believe it to be a millionaire’s dyna-
mite plot.

Is that too strong? Listen to the
facts as I believe them to be, only pre-
mising that I like to get my facts on the
spot and so 1 have eome here to Cleve-
land, and the following is what I learn
from reliable; sober and unprejudiced
observers, not workingmen, on the spot:

1. Certain street railway interests in
Cleveland found themselves possessed

of cars and other property, which,"

through long use, needed replacing by
new cars at considerable expense to the
company.

2. They therefore planned to recoup
themselves by getting hold of the stock
of another company, consolidating. the
two _companies, forcing up the shares to
the highest value, then selling out before
the slump should come,

3. In this they finally succeeded. They
formed the consclidation, forced up the
stock, and promised the public better
service and more accommaodations.

4. To do this, without expense, they
bought few or no cars and employed few
or no men. They simply employed the
old men longer hours and made them
drive the cars at faster and illegal rates
of speed. They employed some men for
special runs and certain hours, which
compelled them to be in some cases to
be in thie car sheds waiting for runs from

-5 o'clock a. m. to 1:30 a. m. the next

morning, 20 1-2 hours out of 24. The
men had to run the cars so fast that
many. accidents occurred. Several chil-
dren were killed; but children are cheap.
(I confine myself to facts.) .

5. The men did not like the new con-
ditions and prowisted against the long
hours and fast riins. They did not enjoy
killing children. :

6. The Consolidated Company gave
no heed and employed a new: superin-
tendent famed in other cities for harsh
dealing with his men. Men who dared
to complain were discharged on the
slightest: pretext.

7. The men, seeing they were individ-
ually helpless, formed a union and final-
ly struck, not for higher wages but for
humane treatment. Knowing that with-
out a union they were helpless, they de-
manded recognition of their union by
the company.

8. The company refused to yield.

0. The state arbitration board tried to
interfere and failed.

10. A committee appointed by the
city council succeeded in getting an
agreement signed by the astute attor-
neys of the men. The company was to
re-employ 8o per cent. of the strikers and
grant recognition to the men.

11. The men went back to their work.

12. The company failed to keep its

agreement.. Those who had struck were
discharged as fast as possible.

13. The men: finally struck again.
Every employe of the company went out.
The sympathy of the city was almost
wholly with the men.

14. The company got new men (some
of them loaned by companies in other
cities), but people would not'patronize
the cars. There was no violence, and the
city sympathized with the strikers.

15. It became necessary for the com-
pany to get sympathy, and therefore par
tronage on its side.

16. A rumor was circulated that the
company was afraid that the strikers
were going tc use dynamite. The scab
employecs of the company who slept in
a certain barn were warned by the com-
pany not to sleep there on a certain night
for fear of dynamite.

17. That night the empty barn was
blown up, and sensational reports weré¢

_printed about it.

18. The state troops were called for
by the company and were sent. The
employees of the company were armed
with loaded pistols. S
| 19. A_citg: rdinance was passed mak-
ing it an offénse, pnmshabl_e!by a large
fine, to call 2 man a 0. g

20. Repeatedly the scab cmploﬁ:es h:é

the company fired into crowds w

done nothing except to shout “‘scab.
dne g cuspe ko
to date (A

llowed  th

fatality ¢ h‘otmt‘!‘:p
ust 5) was a boy shot in the
"gbmomrmgm an ho left his | g

street, which he says was almost empty
at the time, saw a scab motorman shoot
a boy, which:shot soon drew a crowd,
and the next day, according to the pa-
pers, the motorman “had defended him-
self against a howling mob of strikers.”

23. As a result of these atrocities on
“the part of the scab employees of the
~company, and the provocation of the
state troops, some slight violence was
done by the strikers, a few small bombs
were exploded; but the only person
killed in the whole strike was the boy
shot by the scab employee of the com-
pany. ! |

24. The city still shows its faith in
these facts by largely sympathizing with
the strikers, and refusing to ride in the
boycotted cars. =

25. The papers, nevertheless, con-
tinue at so much per column to howl
down “the riotous strikers” and theirter-
rible use of dynamite.

26. Tite city otherwise is perfectly
quiet, but the conviction grows in the
public mind that the real dynamitards
are the millionaires, who have.used ex-
plosives to try and inflame the public
against the strikers.

27. The strikers are an unusually in-
telligent body of men. The sympathy
of the city being on their side and the
boycotted cars being little used, they had
nothing to gain and everything to lose
by the use of dynamite. Even under
grossest provocation they have commit-
ted little violence and taken no life, not-
withstanding false reports to the con-
trary, sent out by the subsidized press.

A Bishop’s Words

One of the recognized champions of
the cause of labor on the Pacific coast is
Bishop Johnson of the Episcopal church.
From a sermon preached by him Janu-
ary 9 the following extract is taken:

1T were asked to define the term “in-
dustrial problem,” I would say that it
was the novel and perplexing result
which economic law, working under new
conditions, produces. It must be evident
that economic laws are struggling under

- a series of circumstances that are likely
to modify their action very perceptibly.
Economic laws-working under these new
conditions have produced serious results.
These times have been favorable to the
development of condition of things that
may well cause us to pause and think.
Said a learned man, not long since,
speaking of our wonderful prosperity:
“Let us, however, say what we choose
about this remarkable fact, still period-
ically at intervals there are terrible finan-
cial crises, which arrest the processes of
trade, stop the wheels of our factories,

reduce millions of our workingmen to-

want, destroy the .value of investments,
rob the farmer of his markets, ruin mul-
titudes of helpless widows and orphans.”
The laws of trade in this country have
coldly and calmly placed from one ‘o
one hundred and fifty millions in the
hands of a thousand men in New York
city, while hundreds of men over the
country are unable to secure remunera-
tive work. The wealth of Croesus was
estimated at eight millions of dollars,
while seventy American estates under
our present conditions, through what we
call legitimate trade, have reached ' the
average value of thirty-five million dol-
lars each. The point that I would make
is, that this state of things has been
brought about by the action of well un-
derstood business principles, and the re-
sult has been due to the several peculiar-
ly favoring circumstances which well un-
derstood causes have produced, and the
industrial problem of our generation is,
how shail these manifest injustices be
avoided? How, without interfering with
the rights of the rich, shall we secure for
the unemployed the right to earn the
comipetency which will give him proper
support? How shall capital and labor
unite, so that to each shall be given the
privileges that inherently belong to each?
This is the problem, and I believe it
must be settled by friendly agitation.
That is what is needed more than any-
thing else.

The position which the church as-
sumes is fearless and uncompromising,
and yet it is just. But it is not by words
alone that she is to aid in this great emer-
gency. She must throw herself in some
way into the thick of this great life. She
must not only condemn evils, but she
must encourage the exemplification of
the positive principles in the lives of her
people. ‘

Every 18th man in Germany is a sol-
dier. Every 15th man in France is a
soldier, every 73rd man in England is a
soldier—all = non-producers, and the
workingman supports them all.

ple slave all their lives

! People slave eir

; | trades unions with
Tives to live and
the

HISTORY AND THE :
~ WORKERS’ STRUGGLE

THE SPIRIT OF DEMOCRACY

Chain of Events Preceding the French Revo-
lution—War and the Working Class—
Unlon of Trades Union and Social-
ist Forces

By Mark Barsted, San Francisco, Cal.

A history of human society during the
past fifty years is a history of the most
practical and intense struggle between
classes, attended by the most startling
achievements in the realm of productive
arts that any preceding epoch of devel-
opment has bequeathed to civilization,
From the French Revolution and Napo-
leonic wars to the middle of the century
the people of continental Europe were
engaged in a death struggle with the re-
tainers of large landed estates under feu-
dal sway, to upset the groundwork of
feudality; to usher in to the world the
reign of free competition, and to elevate
to the pedestal of supremacy the aristoc-
racy of finance. We will begin with the
wave of civil war that spread over all Eu-
rope in '48, and follow the chain of
causes and consequences down to the
present day. At this period manufac-
ture and commerce had become predom-
inant in France, England, German-Aus-
tria and Prussia. Bourgeois society had
become the order of the day; the indfs-
putable dictator of human destinies; and
whatever remained of the old feudal or-
der that was incompatible with the new
regime-must be subdued, absorbed and
“annihilated. Thus did the bourgeoisie of
Germany, Austria and Prussia rise in re-
bellion in the spring of '48 and demand
constitutions of Metternich and Freder-

ick William IV. Thus in the same year .

did the Ledru -Rollins the Blanquis and
the devotees of Louis Bonaparte in
France upset the throne of Louis Phillip;
convene the Constituent Legislative A=~
sembly; remodel and reconstruct into a
republicanized edition the constitutional
charter of 1830, Now events begin to
follow events in rapid and logical succes-
sion. The Frankiort assembly, com-
posed of delegates from Austria, Prussia
and the three dozen petty states of Ger-
many, convenes for the purpose of es-
tablishing a national constitution. Wise-
acres, consisting of bargain counter’
statesmen and pettifogging chance ora-
tors gather together in this assemblage
to conciliate the differences existing be-
tween capitalism and the then existing
remnants of feudalism and to attempt to
effect the unification of Germany, Aus-
tria and’ Prussia on paper. When, how-
ever, their notorious but unintelligible
and impractical constitution was submit-
ted to the German Diets for ratification,
protests, denunciations, invectives, were
hurled back from the ranks of the baron-
age which still held sway in many parts
of Germany, -especially in the Rhine
provinces, where the factory system had
not yet been extensively introduced. The
spirit of democracy was now pervading
the minds of the lower strata of society—
the agriculturists, the petty traders and
the working population. But the real
bravos in thé insurrections at Vienna,
Berlin and Paris in the spring of 1848,
who mounted the barricades and fought
against absolute despotism, were the
workingmen. They have always fought
the battles in every period of human so-
ciety. Whether they accomplished their.
purpose in this middle class revolution
we are not here concerned. We can only’
say that having been drawn into the vor-
tex of these' great revolutionary and
counter-revolutionary . convulsions  that
swept like a tornado over Europe, they
played their parts in this great drama,
and played them. well, until the curtain
on the stage of action closed down upon
one of the most colossal events in the
history of European civil wars,

I fear there is not space to permit the
narration of the details of this event and
we will suffice it to say that from this
event to the present day the working
class is reminded of the fact that if it
would attain for itself any measures of
melicration it must do so through its
own conscious efforts.

. From this event onward, we are par-
ticularly concerned with the develop-
ment of the world's greatest movement
—the political organization of the work-
ing class, marching under the banner of
the Social Democratic Party. -

In 1847 the “Communist Manifesto”
was drawn up afnd adkm i at'Londzs:
Organization of workingmen ensu
Soon we view the co-operative action of

i s‘worl;; :

the two into a unit all
we shall s
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- THE RICH ESCAPE TAXES

While an imperialistic government
forces the people to contributé from their
small means in every way that capitalist
politicians can devise for the support of
a war which William McKinley has been
especially raised up and “divinely called
to prosecute against the Flhpmos_ - ten
thousand miles from home, the million-
aires of Chicago refute to give any in-
( to the pablic authoritics
whereby the latter may arrive at a just
conclusion in taxing the capitalists’ per-
sonal property values. The people may
go on forever licking war stamps, but
the millionaires decline to do more than
turn in merely nominal schedules and re-
fuse any information whereby their rat-

formation

ings may be properly adjusted.

A few days ago a score of leading cap-
italists, headed by Levi Z. Leiter, were
required to appear before the board of
review, when all but two persisted in ad-
hering to schedules which the authorities
know to be false; and this they did to
avoid payment of just taxes in support
of a form of government which they are
all agreed is “the finest on earth.” Sev-
eral of these rich “patriots” and mouth
supporters of imperialism claimed to

. possess only a thousand or two thousand
dollars’ worth of personal property and
only two in the bunch} H. J. Furber and
D. A. Kohn, were willing to have their

ratings increased.

MURDERED FOR ECONOMY

A tangled mass of iron girders, beams,
colummns and braces lie broken and bent
on the site of the old Libby Prison, Wa-
bash avenue, Chicago; there is nothing
that,anybody would care to carry away,

but thirty policemen, representing

majesty of the law, patrol the wreck, In
the homes of cieven Chicago families lie
eleven workingmen dead, as a result of
the criminal carelessness and worse than
criminal greed of the system we live un-
der, which holds human lives at a cheap-
er rate than a scaffolding which is dis-
The con-
tractors who were erecting the new Coli-
seum, or the capitalists who expect
reap profits from it when erected, have
been guilty of murder. For economy’s
human
lives against the cost of providing prop-
er safeguards against accident and the
women and children of the slaughtered
workingmen are left helpless and with-
out recourse in the presence of death and

pensed with to save money.

sake somebody staked eleven

the loss ‘of breadwinners,

Do workingmen ungderstand that the
capitalist system regards human beings
only as a commodity to be bought and
sold, as so much capital to be exploited
for private gain, or, if thought of as men,
then only to be squeezed dry of their life

forces for profits or murdered for econo-
my? And when will workingmen = see
that there is a better way and a possible
readjustment of socialrelations irt which
life will count for more than lucre and a
man will be held in higher regard than
money? What hope is there in this sys-
tem of grind and greed for the bereaved
families of the workingmen murdered to
maintain “progress and commercialism?”
The only relief is in Socialism. - Speed
be triumphant

the day when it shall
throughdut the world.

AFTER TWENTY-FIVE YEARS

After twenty-five years' connection
, Mr. D. G.
¢ erald, War-
- ren, Mass., bids the party of plutocracy
good-bye and in a long article, in his pa-
per dated August 25, giving his reasons
for so doing, adopts the platiorin of the
Social Democratic Party of America and

with the republican pa
Hitchcock, editor of the

declares his adhesion thereto.

Mr. Hitcheock says: “The writer has
/ faithfully stayed within the party and
i worked for reforms within the state, but
4 he has not seen them materialize to any

. great extent, and he will

people arise in their might. The o
reproach he has for hixEself.:is maﬁ?&
¢ \ e party-—wait-
* ing for somethiny to turn up

. of reform. Nuwf thanks 2 ik

did stay so long within t]

not until the

brave men
eared,
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bly and absolutely sin-
ood of hu-
manity. This party, whose platform we
unvz, sewhere print, is the Social Democratic

03

5 %ll.e"l-leram joins the endenvbrs‘ of

the noble men and women of the Social
mocratic Party who have borne the

brunt of coming out and stariing this

new and promising organization with
all its heart.”

The Warren Herald, of which Mr.
Hitchcock is editor, is in its twenty-third
year, is published weekly and its sub-
scription price $1.50 per year. We ex-
tend to our.cotemporary and co-worker
a cordial welcome to the cause that needs
assistance against the wrongs that lack
resistance, and hope that the Herald
may become a power commensurate
with the importance of its editor'’s new
opportunities. '

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Do you think any wrong would be
done if all men and women were so or-
ganized together in society that they
could work together all for all and each
for each, instead of struggling with each
other-as now, in deadly conflict, for a
chance to get a living, like wild animals
fighting over tL.ci, food, each trying to
get advantage over the other, and all
suffering varying degrees of misery in
consequence?

Do you think it is right for some few
persons to have wealth bevond the
dreams of avarice, while the many who
produce that wealth have at best usually
but a bare living, and oiten not even
that?

Do you think that there would be
anything wrong in securing to men and
women the whole product of their labor,
instead of giving them, as now, but an
insignificantly small portion thereof, and
permitting the wealthy to absorb the
lion’s share of such product?

Do you think that a certain few, who
by our social and industrial arrange-
ments should be able by means of their
wealth to govern you, by buying up the
men placed in public office under the
pretense of protecting the rights of the
community ?

Do you think it essential to the well
being of society that it should be divided
into classes of very rich and very poor;
that the rich should be able to control
the means of existence of the poor and
by this enormous power be able to dic-
tate to the poor in everything, without
responsibility to-any?

Do you not know that-every ‘new in-
vention in labor-saving machinery, the
discoveries of science, and the applica-
tion of the forces of nature {» production,
instead of increasing the happiness of
the many, by affording them greater 're-
wards and more leisure, as ought to be;
throws men out of employment by mak- |
ing less men necessary to produce; and
so drives men still deeper into poverty
and want, but increases the already enor-
nious and superfluous wealth of the few
owners of the means of prodaction? Are
you willing that these outrages should
continue? There is a way to abolish
them and substitute harmony for con-
flict; to bring about equality of wealth,
whereby evervone shall have all the nec-
essaries, comforts and luxuries now had
only by the rich; to care for humanity
from cradle to grave: abolish poverty,
misery and wrong, and reduce discase to
a minimum; in a word, to establish real
fraternity and human happiness upon the
earth. The remedy is very simple. The
people as an organized body should be
the owners of the land and all the ma-
chinery of production: and every one
should have the right to be employed by
such organization and receive as-his or
her reward the whole product of his or
her labor.

Cause and Cure of Social Evils
Of what avail to regenerate man can

' churches be with their graceful spires

pointing skyward and eloquent divines
describing the ineffable glories of im-"
mortality when society’s only reward for
cvirtue and morality is poverty and star-
vation? “Men who are housed like pigs
can hardly be expected to pray like
Christians, and when life is a long flight
from starvation it is not a flight that
takes the fugitive towards heaven.”
Whatever may be our religious beliefs
or political affiliations, it is time that we
open our eyes to the fact that spiritual
persuasion is utterly powerless to cor-
rect the modern political and social evils
so long as an inhuman social order
makes a wall between man and God.
They can never be corrected unless we
abandon isms and factions and, remem-
bering the words of the Great Father,

“He that loveth his brother dwelleth in

_the light,” unify in one great brother-
hood with a common aim and object,
the destruction of vested wrongs. Com-
‘petition is at best an immoral, wasteful,

brutal scramble for existence. Every-

| where about us are evident its baleful

effects. Monopoly is gradually swal-
lowing up the rights ‘of the people. At
the present time it is estimated from
e 1 the files of th ba

assessments and the ] e probate
courts that 9 per cent. of the whole na-

o

from census reports, tax |

whole wealth of the country, leaving but

| 29 billions to be divided among the re-

.

maining 91 per cent. of the population.

Corporations are daily formed so vast
in their operations that they almost
dwarf our states. Society has begun to

‘resolve itself into two distinct classes—

bourgeoisie ;. and  proletarians — and
through the “iron law of wages” the
great masses of the people are gradually
sinking into a: condition worse than
slavery. © There is now no opportunity
left for starting in business in a small

‘way, unless backed by large capital.

One after another syndicates are taking
hold of ‘the different business industries
which were formerly operated by a large
number of employers who have since be-
come emplovees. You and I may vet
be able to hold our own, but the day
will come when we, too, will be caught
in the whirlpool and submerged.

The money power has become so
great that its influence practically con-

trols the legislative department of gov--

c¢rnment. . Council  chambers have be-
come mere auction rooms where public
franchises are sold to the -highest bidder.
The United States Senate is very appro-
priately called “the rich men's club.” If
this keeps on our boasted American in-
dependence will become a thing of the
past and our benighted posterity worse
than slaves.

When I think of these things which
stand out before me as clear as lightning
1 ‘'marvel how it is_that the sovereign

‘people of America deliberately  allow

themselves to be led to destruction like
so many dumb beasts to: the slanghter
pen. I they will, this couniry may be
turned into a veritable garden of the
gods. Its natural resources are amply

suificient for the needs of all at 1io more"

than three hours' labor per day ‘on the
part of each. Co-operation with a com-
mon aim and object, the greatest’ good
for each in the greatest good for all,
will banish forever inordinate greed with
all its wasteful indulgences and shock-
ing want with all its misery.

Man is not naturally the debased crea-
ture he appears to be; he has been made
such by unnatural laws which deny him
the opportunity of being otherwise.

True, there may be some individuals
whose natures have.become so corrupt-
ed by conditions which have their ori-
gin in the competitive system that their
reform is hopeless, and there may be
othérs whose criminality is the inherit-
ance of their parents and discloses itself
in the malformation of their crania, but
these unfortunate beings are hardly ac-
countable for their acts and should be
properly classed among the  criminally
insane, and socicty can be absolutely
protected from them by their segrega-
tion and can assure itself of their ulti-
mate extinction by applying the meth-
ods " already invented by science ‘and
medicines which will prevent the repro-
duction of their kind. g

There is utterly no need for peniten-
tiaries to maintain order among men in
a country where there is equality, liberty
and fraternity. i

Destroy the profit system -and you
have subverted the “iron law of wages.”
It is that which produces poverty, de-
grades and tantalizes men and crushes
and defiles the virtue of women in the
midst of churches.

You who understand these things and
can read the signs of the times in their
true méaning; yvou who are pillars of the
church today and who have at heart the
interests of humanity and the welfare of
vourselves and your posterity, go forth
among your neighbors and dispel the
darkness.of their ignorance with the sun-
shine of these golden truths. There is
vet hope. This is a land where every
man, rich or poor, high or low, is the
cqual of his fellow man in the seclusion
of the voting booth. The people here
are the sovereign power. Nothing can
become a law unless they so decree.
They hold in their hand a magician’s
wand under whose puissant influence the
leer of the criminal and the sobs of the
starving will soften into an expression
of contented love and enduring happi-
ness. That wand is the ballot.. If, in
their blindness, they fail to see its om-
nipotence and in their suicidal lethargy
refuse to avail themselves of its bless-
ings, they’ must pay the penalty with the
forfeit of their rights as men. That is

the only remedy. v
Chicago, Ill.  Charles H. Soelke.

Men Will Differ

Lionel Levogue, in his article, “Party
or League,” says: “Socialism is not a

‘question of class, it is. one of moral de-

velopment,” and proves by this. that he
has a very [\)oor utopian conception of
Sacialism. While there are a iew of the
capitalists and middle class able to look

beyond the horizon of their own class;.

and who will join the proletariat in their
fight for emancipation, it is the proleta-
riat as a class who has to make this
fight. Who are the Socialists of Eu-

rope? 1 would like to see the man be- -

come unwilling to live as a parasite upon
his fellow men.' Even the “Golden Rule
Jones” lives from the surplus value cre-
ated by his employees. ;
Besides, Socialism is not a question of
moral, but of economic devel
Feudalism, capitalism, in short,
nomic phases have diffi
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| to the paltry pilferings of pauperi

t, | civilians, but doesn't print a line in con-

- | to either of the

e

MERLIN’S .lI.XTIIIlE\

To-day criminality is more profitable
than honesty. The retaining of a sott
conscience and the acquisition of hard
cash are incompatible.

The state does more for its erring
citizens than it does for its earning ones.

Crime is the only kéy to national charity.-

Felons and idiots are housed, fed and
cared for by the state, while those who
are just foolish enough to be honest are
allowed to starve and shiver.

1f you keep the law, it won't keep you;
if you break it, it will. The government
under which we live has most respect for

. those who have least respect for it.

Who can wonder then that crime is in-
creasing, and our jails are overflowing?

Poverty and plenty stand side by side
in strange contrast to-day.

Earth never produced more than now,
and labor never received less. The shop
windows were never as full and inviting,
and the purses of the poor were never so
empty.

The salesmen never besought patron-
age so much, and the poor never so
hopelessly refused to buy.

Nature’s banquet table  overflows,
while labor starves at the door. The
few feast, while the many fast.

The majority of the world's needy hide
their poverty.

The  white-crested  waves are only
visible, while the whole ocean lies un-
seen beneath, Like an iceberg, only one-
cighth appears above the surface.

For every one 'who applies for help at
a city hall or a police station there are a
score who silently starve in some back
tenement,

. For every beggar who appeals for
alms on the street, there are a dozen
near by whose wants are as great, but
whose courage is less.

In a certain governor's inaugural ad-
dress, he stated thatwe. must have “a
government of law, and not of man.”

Which meant that human need would
be subservient to human greed, that life
would be of less value than property, and
that the poor would be compelled to ful-
fill the law, before they filled full them-
selves, :

Humanity would be put into the wine-
press of competition, and the wheels ot
Jaw would turn mercilessly round, press-
ing, crushing, grinding. Men and w»-
men and babies. would be crushed, and
the blood-red wine would flow, and the
rich would drink it to the toast of “law
and order.”

And when the blood is crushed our,
the bloodless crushed ones  would  be
takenr out, and the coroner say, “acci-
iental death,” and a pauper coffin
would receive the body of the martyf to
the Reigm of Law.

Law does not represent justice. It s
for the protection of selfish interests. It
more often bolsters a social wrong than
cnforees a human right.

It is as often the instrument of oppres-
sion, as tie preventer of it.

It is fatal to commit crime by retail. It
is the age of big things in fraud and
crime. The bigger the crime, the small-
¢r the penalty.

A robbery by a speculative corner in
wheat is an act held up for example,
while the theft of a loaf by the desperate
father of a starving family is punishable
to the fullest extent.

A drunken man, in a moment of
frenzy, stabs a comrade, and is hung. A
millionaire sits in his office, and by the
small dagger of his pen point deliberate-
ly stabs a score of his underlings to

«death.* The pens of the rich are more

deadly than the daggers of the poor.
Poor criminals have their bodies hung

in prison walls; rich criminals have their

pictures hung in city halls: that’s the

difference. -/_/

The ears of justice may be plugged by
golden coins. The eyes of justice are ef-
fectually blinded by the stirring of gold
dust.

Nothing is done without a license to-
day. Newsboys have them to sell pa-
pers; saloon-keepers have them to sell
rum; capitalists have them to sell people.

A license is blood-money paid to the
governmental father by one son for the
privilege of fleecing another. It simply
secures immunity from justice.

The secrets of capitalistic outrage are
buried with the victims. The paid press
is as silent as the paupers’ graves into
which they are flung. * .

The church is more interested in the
crimes of Pharaoh than in the crimes
of Gould. It is more concerned in the
secret of the creation of life by God than
in the secret of its finish by man.

The public press devofes large st

demnation of the wholesale steal r-
ter, the Judas of militarism. ‘

We need not look f

_in behalf of the workers? Have we not

.ocratic Party of St. Louis.

lican and democratic heads of
capitalistic serpent.

- Neither of them have taken
stand for a definite principle; ne
them offer any solution for the in
problem; both alike are domina
the same spirit of capitalistic se

The same rotten methods will
adopted by both in order to gain i
eénds.

An illustration of this was seen j
press account this week of the
Ohio democratic state convention,

It was stated that if Hanna flog,
the state with money in the republi
interest, that McLean, the proposed can.
didate for vice-president, was wx'lling
spend half a million in opposition.

And so the political game is played
millionaires, for the stake of the privilegg
of exploiting labor. in

What have workingmen in common
with capitalistic gamesters? What have '
the paupers of labor to do with the
princes of capital? :

Unite with your true comrades in the
Social Democratic Party, and find real
prosperity by the abolition of game,
gamesters, and all, and the substitution
of the co-operative commonwealth. ‘

Merlin,

To the People of St. Louis

In such times as these all laboring
men should stand shoulder to shoulder
against the ever growing tyranny of con-
centrated wealth in private hands. It i
not enough that each toiler sit within his
hovel, mourning over the degeneracy of
the human race and coming forth “but
once in four years to exercise the sacred
right to cast a ballot and choose be-
tween two evils. :

Bowed as he may be by the “weight
of centurics,” and even though he ¢ ‘
upon his back “the burden of the world"
it is to the “stooped silent toiler” that we
must look to savé humanity from what
is worse than monarchy, an oligarchy of =
wealth.

With few exceptions, who but the la-
borer himself has dared to raise his voice

scen Homestead? Have we not seen
Pana? Have we not seen Hazleton?
Has not our daily press told us that the.
mill-bondage of New England is worse
than was the chattel slavery of the south?
Do we not krow that Siberian horrors
pale into insignificance beside the out-
rages of Coeur d'Alene? Have not the

miners of Shoshone county been forced :
to sign away their rights as freemen and i
to renounce all allegiance to their trades

unions? Yet what have the well-fed and -
the well-groomed done in the midst of
all this save to avert their eves. from
scenes that shocked their nerves but
missed their hearts and to close their
nostrils to the stench of a decaying re- i
public? ‘ A

Workingmen, there is no power ‘on
carth that will bring to you the liberty
and the comforts of life to which you
are entitled, except your own voices,
your own strength, your own votes!

Tt you.will unite, if you will direct
vour thoughts to a solution of the diffi-
culties that beset us, if you will let your
voices be heard, and back your words
with deeds, then your demands will be
heard and granted, your rights respected
and your liberties secured.

For the purpose of arousing the labor-
ingmen of St. Louis to an interest in the
question of the hour, the problem of how
to deal with vast accumulations of in-
dividual wealth, and with the confident ;
expectation that it will lead to a more 4
active and enthusiastic labor movement’
in this city, the undersigned committee,
by authority of the three organizations it
represents, hereby calls a grand  mass
eeting, to be held in Music Hall, Fxpo-
sition Building, Saturday, Sept. oth, 8
p. m., to be addressed by the well known = -
champion of labor, Eugene V. Debs, :
upon the subject: “Trusts, the Middle
Class and the Wage Workers.”

All trades unionists of this city are
called upon to show their loyalty to the
labor movement by attending this meet-
ing.  All persons sympathizing with the
labor movement and all who are interest-
ed in the subject of the meeting are cor-
dially invited to-attend. ‘

Workingmen, we urge you to put
forth every effort to make this meetin
a success. Arouse, speak and act, an
let yvour cry be: “Proletarians of 2
lands, unite!” '

The People Must Act

An attorney for one of the greatest
trusts told me recently that in his circle
of wealthy clients were a large number
of men who saw and felt the wrong
private ownership of these great ini
trial combines, but that they had to
into them or be run out of business
cause in such combinations goods ¢

Sl s, R
‘competin, nts, and t
public would go? ‘assume

| they had to continue in control
| spocktiolders demand .
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The Referendum

The result of the vote on the recom-
mendations of the July conference are.
given in the following report. The prop-
ositions submitted were: ’

(1) That the predent constitution be
continued and remain operative until the
next national convention.’ j :

Adopted by vote of 486 to 74.

(2) That the “Demands for Farmers”
be eliminated from the platform.

Adopted by vote ot 478 to 81.

(3) That the next national convention
be held at Indianapolis, Ind.

Adopted by vote of 481 to 78.

(4) That the time for holding the con-
vention be the first Tuesday in March,
1900, at 10 o'clock a. m., ‘

Adopted by vote of 546 to:16.

(5) That the following be the basis of
representation: Each branch in  good
standing and organized at least 45 days
prior to holding of the convention shall
be entitled to one delegate; provided
that branches having more than 5o
members shall be entitled to an addi-
tional representative for each additional
50 members or major portion thereof,
and provided further; that no delegate
shall represent more than one branch,
that of which he is a member.

Rejected by vote of 210 to 310.

THE VOTE IN DETAIL,

Secretary; John
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Branch 12, Brooklyn, N. Y. Headquarters
‘Boclal Democratic Party, 251 Rutledge Ilraeli
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Emnl Interested in socialism and the Soclal
tic Party are invited to attend
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Secretary, J. L. Franz, 1514 Walnut St.

i PENNSYLVANIA.

Branch 2, Erle, Pa., meets every Sund
on at K. of L. Hall, 16 State street.
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Some of the branches failed to report
the number of votes cast.-on each of the
propositions, merely reporting  “our
branch votes ‘yes’ or ‘no,’ " while others
offered substitutes for’the propositions
submitted. These votes were necessari-
ly thrown out. All propositions being
approved except No. 5, relating to repre-
sentation in the national convention, the
National Executive Board will at an
carly day submit a new. proposition.

Fraternally submitted,
Theodore Débs,
Sept. 1, 1899. National Secretary.

A Finnish Branch

The first organization of Finns under
the international banner of Socialism in
the United States is affiliated with the
Social Democratic Party. The new
branch, No. 35, at Rockport, Mass., is
composed of Finnish comrades and was
instituted August 24. The officers are:
John Hyvonen, chairman; Henry Hin-
gers, vice-chairman; John Erickson, sec-
retary; Heikki Hokala, treasurer; Elias
J. Ranta, organizer. i »

Cbelsen, Mass. -

Branch 31, Chelsea, Mass., held a cau-
cus. on Aug. 23rd and nominated John
Cramb, 58 Marlborough street, Chelsea,
for Senator 7th Senatorial district, and
j ipple, 198 Broadway,

enry McSorley, 112
Spencer avenue, for 1epresentatives for
the 26th and 27th districts, respectively.
~ We also held a social on the 25th at

which Comrades Squire E. Putney and

fargaret Haile and the candidates gave
addresses which were well received by a
crowded audience. e ]
We intend to try and have good hopes
one alderman in the munici-

e

New ‘Hampshire

The Social Democratic movement is
growing in the old Granite State,

On Aug. 29 Comrades Mailly and Ca-
rey addiessed a great crowd at Exeter.
Comrade Stewart presided.

On the same date Comrades Howie
and Gordon addressed a small but very

_interested crowd in Central Labor
"Union Hall, Concord. Two new mem-
bers were added to the branch and 35
books were sold to the crowd. =

Right here is a point: Always have
literatire on hand to sell.  One comrade
in New England who has followed this
plan has sold over 15,000 pamphlets dui-
ing the past 3 years.

During the last week in July Comrade
-Howie, deputy organizer, arranged z
meeting to be held on the lawn of Bro.
Farmer at Amoskeag. Owing- to the
rain, however, the meeting was held in
a barn with one lantern for a light and
a hay rack was used by Gordon and
Howie for a speaker’s platform.

The Daily Union tried to make a little
fun at our expense, but the only result
was a good ad for which we are more
than thankful. :

Comrades Carey and Mailly have been
in-New Hampshire for several days to
the delight and welfare . of the Social

Democracy.

Comrade Claflin is now a regular con-
tributor to several of the local weeklies
in this State and great good will result.
Comrade Claflin wields a forceful, keen
and logical pen and thousands of New
Hampshire people read Claflin with joy
and instruction. I want to say this
much, too, that Comrades Claflin and
Howie are doing a great work and re-

-sults that mean business will follow.
F. G. R. Gordon,

Organizer.

Massachusetts’ Joint Pi¢nic

 There isn't a doubt of it, we are grow-
ing! Last year we were gratified at hav-
ing 125 at our joint picnic. . This year
we had over 600; with a mayor and «
representative among our speakers, and
a Socialist band to furnish music for the
occasion.

_ The weather was all that could be de-
sired for a picnic—a trifle hot perbaps,
but all the better for enticing.people out
of the city, and for disposing of our ice
cream, torics, etc. Comrades were pres-
ent from Brockton, Whitman, Rockland
and Quincy; from Haverhill and New-
buryport; and from Lynn, Boston, Chel-
sca, Malden, Somerville and Cambridge

—-and ong strayed in from Colorado and
another from New York! In every de-
partment the picnic was a success. The
Iirockton band arrived about eleven, and
at intervals, during the rest of the day,
enlivened the proceedings with their mu-
sic. It is something to be proud of, thns
Socialist band of ours, )

are used to it and they enjoyed it, those
splendid Lynn comrades.
tee knew what it was about all- right
when it selected a grove near Lynn and
put the Lynn comrades-at the head oi
the commissury department. In all the
busy corps of workers we had that day,
there is no one who will not gracefully
yield the palm to Comrades Mrs, D'Or-
say, Mrs. Boyer, Arthur D. Ladd and
Joe Segal for genuine hustle. The speak-
ers and the musicians got their applause
and appreciation from the audience. The
dinner was no less important a feature
of the occasion; and those who warked
so hard to make it a success deserve their
share of recognition as well. I think that
i one of the secrets of our success in Mas-
sachusetts is that we recognize that other
things are necessary, besides oratory,
and each one is glad to work in his own
particular line. :
We were all delighted to have with us
Comrade Mailly from New York and
Comrade Hicks from Denver, and to
hear from them how the movement in

well as to let them see a representative
gathering of Massac¢husetts Social Dem-
ocrats. ¥
A large rock in the grove served as a
platform for the speakers, which Com-
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The commissary department was a bit |
overworked; but, bless their hearts, they |

The commit- |

their respective States is progressing, as |

rade Carey referred to as being as solid
as our party platform. He was the first
speaker, and put the audience in good
humor with one of his characteristically
witty and rousing speeches. This, of
course, was nothing new; but it was de-
cidedly new and interesting to see him
in the role of waiter, carrying around
great dishes of steaming baked beans
and responding to incessant demands
for more coffee. But to return. Com-
rades Porter and Chase were ‘warmiy
welcomed by the audience when they
spoke, and the lutter's-confident assur-
ance of victory in Haverhill this fail was
met with loud applause. Another and
unexpected pleasure the audience had.
Of course all Social Democrats know
“Merlin,” and Merlin’s mixture, but the
identity of Merlin was a puzzle. So when
the chairman arose and announced that
they would now have an opportunity of
seeing and listening to “Merlin,” much
gratification was expressed, and “Mer-
lin"” was greeted énthusiastically. Com-
rade Mailly’s speech was inspiring, and
Comrade Putney again proved that. as
I heard one man in the audience remark,
“he knows what he is talking about.”
Comrade Timson of Lynn made a high-
lv satisfactory chairman,

At the close of the speaking a special
meeting of the State Committee conven-
ed, and a committee of five was appoint-
ed to map out a plan of campaign and
submit it to the regular meeting on the
first .Saturday in September.

[ must not forget to mention the bevy
of bright young girls, the sisters and
daughters of comrades, who tended the
ice cream, tonics and fruit table, and dis-
posed of some seventy dollars’ worth of
these wares.

And all the others who helped, and
whom [ have not space to name; well,
after all, it's “the man behind the gun”
that does the business: and hundreds of
comrades have the satisfaction of know-
ing that they have furthered the cause of
Socialism by helping to make this pic-
nic ‘such a success that we cleared up-
wards of $150 for our campaign fund.

* * *

The contribution cards, familiarly
known as the “watch tickets,” are not all
out vet. The committee has placed them
in charge of Comrade A. C. Mendell, 31
Norfolk street, Roxbury. Comrade
Mendell was treasurer of the State Com-
mittee in the davs of the Social Democ-
racy, and is now secretary of Branch 29,
Doston.  All orders for tickets. and all
returns of coupons and money, should be
sent to him.  T.ét me urge that the com-
rades push these tickets vigorously,
though they don’t require a great deal-—
they go like hot cakes,

: Margaret Haile,

Farming in the Days to Come

(From the New England Magazine.)

The model farm of tomorrow and of
the future must avail itself of the most
cconomical systems of plant propaga-
tion, and the geomagnetifere must play
an important part in its workings. Be-
neath the rich soil in the gardens where
the delicate vegetables are growing net-
works of invisible wires arelaid, collect-
ing and disributing the atmospheric
eleetricity to all the plants.

In the forcing-houses similar arrange-
ments are made for stimulating the win-
ter vegetables and flowers for the mar-
ket, while overhead powerful arc lights
make the night as brilliant as day and
help to mature the plant growths in hali
the regular'time required by nature. In
the fields of wheat and corn the more
powerful currents from a storage house
work out similar resuits, lessening the
season of growth and doubling the. yield
per. acre. [Excessive drouths and the
danger from late and carly frosts are
thus partly avoided on the clectric farm,
while, if necessary, two crops can be
raised in one season where formerly only
one could be grown. The electric power
that the farmer has at his command en-
ables him to regulate the growth of his
plants to suit the season or the markets.
One portion of the garden can be jforced,
while the other half is kept back severail
weeks. ;

There is no limit to the use of thc new
invisible power which he gathers from
the atmosphere around him or generates
from the wasted forces of the neighbor-
ing stream of water. This leads to the
examination of the source of the new
power that propels the machinery on the
farm. A small stream of water that for-
merly flowed across the farm in an ir-
regular course, fertilizing the low_cr
meadows and irrigatine the upland dis-
tricts, has been widened ahd deepened
near its source, forming a large storage
reservoir.  This artificial pond has been
dammed at its lower end, and as the
water tumbles over the open water gates
it turns several large turbine wheels.

These wheels do not move the ma-
chinery of a flour mill, but constantly
manufacture electricity for use on the
farm. By means of the huge storage
reservoir the work of making electricity
can go on through the dry:st season,
for the water power never gives out and

the electric nower is always ready to do

its work. So
What do you think of a

.

.

em of so-

The “Original”’ Kicker Again

The Herald of Aug. 26th contains
quite an array of farmers’ champions,
As the original “kicker” I guess I am en-
titled to comment. I will begin with
“Wayfarer,” 1

Here is what I call a “scientific state-
ment:” *“That private ownership of the
means of production and distribution of
wealth has caused society to split into
two distinct classes, with conflicting in-

“terests, the small possessing class of cap-

italists or exploiters of the labor force of
others and the ever-increasing large dis-
possessed class of wage-workers, who are
deprived of the socially-due share of
product.”

_ This is the second paragraph of the
S. D. P. declaration of principles, on
wiich I have been basing my contention
against the “Demands for Farmers” If
“Wayfarer,” Comrade Gordon and oth-
ers are correct, there should be inserted
in the above, after the word classes, the
following: “IExcept in the field of agri-
culture.” Then demands for farmers
vould be strictly in order, but so long
as it stands as it now does, and as |
think it should, T will oppose special
class appeals.

If 1 cannot preach the same philoso-
phy to the farmer that [ do to the toilers
of the city, why, the philosophy does not
amount to much. Taking the above
“scientific statement” as a' text, and using
the very same philosophy that 1 do to
the city toiler, we prove that the con-
centration in agriculture will logically -
be the last in the field of production, and
last of all in new countries, such as ours,.
with vast extents of uncultivated land,
but sure -to come unless there be a
change in the industrial system. The
waste of the present system is a negative
argument for that which we would have,
and suggests the benefits to come from
systematically directed effort, and as a
practical illustration -cife the article in
the "eview of  Reviéws mentioned in a
former article.

As usual, Comrade Gordon comes
loaded with “figgers.” As to size of,
farms, let me say that I live in the out-
skirts of a county-seat (population about
12,000)" of one of the best agricultural
counties in one of the best agricultural
states in the Union, and have direct con- -
tact with farmers of all kinds. Obser-
vation shows me this: The original en-
tries of land are now passing through
the hands of the third and fourth genera-
tions. During and immediately follow- -
ing the war (rebéllion) many farmers. in-
creased their acres very materially.

These acres are being divided among

their children, no new land being obtain-

able. This giving each child a farm re-

duces the average size, and with this re-

duction comes waste and increase in cost

of production, and with prevailing prices

there is no mistake that the small farmer

is having a tough time of it, just the

same as the small business man. While o
this process is'at work another is grow-
ing, 1 can name half a dozen bankers
and fawyers in this city who are each
vear adding from one to several farms
to their holdings, and, as a rule, they are
choice land.  The size of the farm is not
altered, but the ownership is. The con-
stant settlement of new lands by emigra-
tion, etc., help to make the figures Com-
rade Gordon quotes, but back of the fig-
ures the signs are not wanting to prove
that it will not be long before we may
expect to see “business methods” applied
to agricultural production. The field for
safe investment of capital is being nar-
rowed by concentration in the industrial
field, and this will Tead to investment in
agriculture. :

I don't care in what geographical divi-
sion the farm laborer exists: nor what
his color may be; the fact that he is
there is one of the reasons that Socialism .+
forges to the front the world over.

I wish the editor would secure and
print the article from the pen of Comrade
Fugene Hough, quoted by Comrade
Gordon. T believe it was originally
printéd in the American Fabian. Com-
rade Gordon quotes the part describing
the results. It would be of benefit to all
readers of The Herald to have Comrade
Hough's descripfion of the causes,that
produce the results. :

Comrade Gordon is willing to drop
the demands as a matter of policy, while
I contend for their elimination as a mat-
ter of principle. The populists took up
the cry of silver, saying: “We know
that there is really nothing in it, but
there are a whole lot of people coming
our way-who do, and we can get them
by proclaiming for it.” Well, they did
come, and after they had passed there
was not enough left of the pops to make
a decent noise. The straight goods or
nothing for me from this on. g

Comrade Linsley* in his  comments
scems to overlook the fact that the wage
worker is just as much of a producer as
is the farmer. The S. D. P. doesn’t in-
tend to ignore the farmer, nor any other
factor in society, but it should not make
appeals to any special class so long as it
proclaims its present declaration of prin-
ciples. Chas. R. Martin. i

Tiffin, Ohio. y SR
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The Freemen's Labor Journal, Spo-
kane, Wash., publishes a series of affida-

vits which have been presented to the

President of the United States, showing
the fearful outrages which have been

committed against workingmen and
their wives by the military rutfians under
command of a republican general with
the consent of the democratic satrap who
acts s goverpor of ldaho. Where are
youf boasted liberties, Americans, when
such horrors can transpire on your own
soil? Read the shameful account of
atrocities committed in the name of gov-
ernment which follows. For reasons not
necessary to mention soitte of the names
are omitted: : :
Gem, Idaho, July 8, 1899

Mrs. , being sworn, deposes
as follows: “I was visiting a friend about
the 15th of June. When 1 returned home
1 found the following note had been
shoved under my door. The same even-
ing a colored soldier of Company K, un-
der Sergeant McNabb, called at my
home and tapped at my window—my
bedroom window. He said, “I want to
spend some money with you.” 1 ordered
him away, saying: “I will shoot you if
you don't go, for my husband is in the
bull pen and I will protect myself.” He
came again the following evening. |
opened the door and drew my. revolver.
Ile then ran away.  Mrs.

NOTE.
Mrs. ———: Will you for good

mioriey do business with my (black) peo-

ple, on the qu.7 Yours for cash,

Gem, Idaho, July 8, 1890.

1, Albin Nordquist, being duly sworn,
testify as follows: About the 6th day ot
May I was arrested as 1 came from.my
.work 1n the Gem mill, by Licutenant
‘Murphy, of Company — and —— in-
fantry. He asked me where 1 was upon
the 29th of April. I fold him I’ was at
home and could produce good witnesses
to that effect. He daid, "I want you,
anyway.” 1 was forced to go on the
train by colored soldiers of his company,
and having arrived at Wardner at about
1 o'clock, was kept in close confinement
i a box car, witLout blankets or food,
until 2 o'clock the following day, May 7,
1899. On the 8th day of May I was
compelled to sit down in the mud to eat

my dinner, which consisted of bread and"

coffee.  Oni the gth of May I saw a col-
ored soldier, of Company M, order a
prisoner and miner from Blackbear to
sit down on the ground to eat his dinner.
Complying with the order, the man knelt
on one knee. The soldier then slapped
him in the face, and pushed him down in
a sitting' position, then drew back with
his'gun club and threatened to break his
damn head, calling him a
and other names. [ saw another colored
soldier strike a miner from Gem named
Costella, because he stepped a little out
of line to avoid a mud hole. [ saw a
large crowd of colored soldiers, I should
judge about twenty-five men, guarding
the miners from Gem and Burke, and
heard them make the following threats:
“You danm dynamiters, we will keep you
‘here until you rot, and we will sicep
with your wivet and daughters in your
place.” I saw a number of my friends
refused to be allowed to attend to the
calls of nature, knowing them to be ai-
flicted by dysentery brought on by bad
food. | was forced to go out to work
carrying lumber while 1 was suffering
from sickness brought on by bad food.
I told Captain Batchelor I was sick. He
said he was sick, too, and I want you
to go out and carry that lumber.” I-saw
a friend of mine by the name of J. H.
Wortz, a barber by trade, from Gem,
stick his hand out of a hole in the barn
wall, and a negro soldier made a lunge
at his hand with a bayonet, missing it
about an inch, and called him foul names
and threatened to shoot him, saying: “It
will not cost me anything to kill a
— —like you.” ~ Albin Nordquist.
Gem, Idaho, July 8, 1899.
s , being duly sworn, tes-
tifies as follows: 1 was sitting in my
home in Gem about 11 o'clock p. m.
when a colored soldier of Company K,
under Sergeant McNabb, tapped on my
window. I went to the door and asked
him what he wanted. He answered: “Is
your husband at home?” I told him no.
He said: “I want to come into your
house and talk with you.” He attempt-
ed to force admittance, making improper
proposals, saying: “You were all right
Wwhen your husband was in the bull pen
at Wardner.” I ordered him off and he
said: “Oh, I am not afraid. The gov-
ernment has given me plenty of cart-

ridges.” 1 informed N,
but he failed to find Sxeerg r:::t Py

*  Gem, Idaho, July 8, 1800,
W. R. Goldsmith, being duly sworn,
testifies as follows: I was arrested in
Gem, M‘v]ﬂ!, and was put in the bull
pen at Wardner. I saw two prisoners
stabbed in the back by 1 soldiers
ging back while being forced out
they were sick. The

to work, saying
case was

‘blew up the Bunker Hill and Sctllivan

mill. We know: they held a meeting in
their hall that morning and we will fix
them. © W. R. Goldensmith.

. Gem, Idaho, July 9, 1899.
. M. Gillen, being first duly sworn,
deposes and says that he is a citizen of

the United States and for the past year

a resident of Idaho; that on the 6th day
of May, 1899, while working on his
house, was arrested by a detachment of
soldiers;, and that demanding cause of
arrest was answered, “You aie a union
man;" that he was put in a box car that
evening abotit 9:30 p. m. without being
allowed to eat his supper: that he was
carried to Wardner, Idaho, along with
thirty-five others in a box car: that he
was kept in car until 2 o'clock p. m. next

day without any Jfood or water: that it

was 5:30 p. m. that day before water was
brought to him; that the going and com-
ing from meals was a most shameful pro-'
ceeding; that the men were bayoneted
without pretense of cause; that Andrew
Peterson, an aged man, because of slow-
ness was struck on the back with a bayo-
net, causing the blood to flow ireely. At
the same time another soldier struck him
likewise; that Peter McGlunghlen was
struck with a gun by a corporal, saving.
“You dynamiting —— — ———, march
up there.” This corporal shouted to his
guard, “Have no mercy on the
——." They answered, “No more mercy
than a G—d d n rattlesnake.” That
the soldiers took pipes and pocketbooks
away from us, especially if they were
good ones; that Patrick Coutrell was
struck by a soldier; that Mrs. D. M. Gil-
len was roughly ordered to leave the
main road and take the railroad track.
Another soldier said, “Throw her off;”
that four soldiers coming from Wallace
used insulting remarks; that our wives
and children are 4t the mercy of the dep-
uties and thugs, while the soldiers will
only protect the mine owners and disre-
gard the law-abiding citizens of this sec-
tion, and that the soldiers are being used
for the purpose of driving. us from our
homes, which is our firm belief it will re-
sult in making criminals instead of good
citizens. D. M. Gillen.

Reply to Comrade Gordon

Under certain circumstances it is all
very well to turn the other cheek; but it
is mighty '‘poor policy to do it every
time.

in a recent issue of The Herald Com-
rade Gordon implores us to don't, don't;
don't waste all our time over the discus-
sion of our constitution. Inasmuch as
the constitution has been discussed, in
recent times, only in two letters, one by
Comrade Chase and one by myself; and
in both cases briefly, is not this anxiety
a little— well, premature?

Those who expressed their opinions in
regard to the recommendations of the
national conference, both as to constitu-
tion and convention, were, I believe, well
within their rights as members of the
‘party, in so doing—and more, were do-
ing a simple duty. The referendum is
and can be nothing but a farce unless
the matter referred is freely and fairly
discussed and understood before a vote
is taken.

[t is true that the national convention

- is only a few months off; but a conven-

tion is no place to frame a constitution,
or to materially alter it. Any important
changes desired in it, should be carefnl-
ly considered and discussed beforehand,
and delegates instructed.

I can assure Comrade Gordon that we
in Massachusetts have no time to
“waste” over the constitution or any-
thing else; and if T had not considered
the constitution as something more than
“a matter of red tape,” I certainly should
not have devoted the 15 minutes I did to
the writing of that letter. As the matter
appears to me, we must move on the
forces of capitalism, not as a mob but
rather as a disciplined army; and to have
discipline and democracy at the same
time, we must have a constitution and a
workable one at that. We are not an-
archists, thank you. Certainly the kind
of constitution we are to work under is
of as much importance, to us in the East
at least, as the farmers’ platform ques-
tion, to which Comrade Gordon and oth-
ers have devoted some little time.

Comrade Gordon says: “If Massachu-
setts can send only two or four delegates
to the convention, I reckon these dele-
gates will be big enough to represent the
thirty-five or fiity S. D."P, branches.” [
“reckon” the comrade has not read the
recommendations? They provide “that
no delegate shall represent more than
one branch, that of which he is a2 mem-
ber.” Let the Brockton or Haverhill
delegate be as big as he may, he cannot
represent Chelsea or Lynn or New Bed-
ford, and these, together with thirty or
fifty others, would have no voice at all in
the convention. The only way in which
they can be represented and be able to

y the expenses of a delegate is by al-
owing one delegate to every 300 or 400

‘members in a State. In this connection

we must bear in mind that next summer
there will also be the expenses of dele-
to the International convention to
be raised, a considerable item, by the
"L e :
: further, Comrade Gordon directs
our attention to the importance of organ-
ization, propaganda nnst,i_eec‘.. which he

to be assumed that we are neglectiig the
matter of organization. Our thirty-five
branches are sufficient proof of this, I
presume. It is just because we do realize
the imporzance of organization, and be-
cause we have so many branches organ-
ized, that we feel the need of a workable
constitution and wish to discuss it. Had
the constitution ‘which = was submitted
last fall been discussed, the result of the
vote would in all probability have been
more satisfactory than it was, and the
constitution adopted, which would have
been an improvement on the present
one, inasmuch as it guaranteed freedom
of discussion of party matters in the offi-
cial organ. He takes occasion to remind
us that the future of the S. D. P. depends
on how hard we work and how much we
give. That ‘“giving” question again.
Now, I know the comrades in this State
pretty well, and T know that they are
straining every nerve to get the move-
ment here upon its feet, once for all, so
that they may 'then be able to reach out
and help others to get on to their feet as
well. But until they can stand up them-
selves how shall they help others to rise?
Where's the sense of a man who cannot
swim jumping into the water to save an-
other who is'in danger? We have trou-
bles of our own. We have greater op-
portunities open to us and greater advan-
tages than other States, on-account of
our success last fall, which it would be
criminal not to follow up and take ad-
-vantage of. 'And if we pull through all
right this fall, and do what we ought to
do and what comrades in other States
are looking to us to do, it will give every
one of us (including those who wrote
the offending letters in reference to the
rccommendations) about all the work we
can do, and take all the pennies we can’
give, until election day, unless the hours
of the day. as well as our incomes, can in
some manner be expanded.
Margaret Haile.
Boston, Mass.

Are you s Socialist? What are you doing for
Soclalism? Every Sociallst should be up and do-
Ing night and day, dolng something to advance
the cause. What are you doing? Are you bear-
ing your share of the burden? Your share Is to
get at least one new subscriber to THE HERALD
every week.
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GRAND
DEMONSTRATION

MUSIC HALL EXPOSITION BUILDING

ST. LOUIS, MO.
ON SATURDAY EVENING
SEPTEMBER 91i

Under Auspices of

- The Central Trades and Labor Union
The Bellamy Club
The Social Democratic Party

EUGENE V. DEBS

“Trusts, the Middle-Class, and the Wage

Workers ”

ONE DAY'S OUTING AND A JOLLY TIME

FIRST ANNUAL PICNIC

Social
Democratic
Party

(COOK COUNTY)
BERGMAN’S GROVE

Twenty-seventh streot and Desplaines avenue

SUNDAY, SEPT. 117, 1899

A good ti d a day off for socialists and their
l'Mﬂ.l.lﬂl.l:?V::lnd children. Voeal und Instrumental
music Dancing. Refreshments of all kinds served on
the ground.

ADMISSION 10 CENTS

TICKETS MAY BE OBTAINED AT THE OFFICH OF SEYMOUR
STEDMAN

To reach the grove take Metropolitan Elevated (Gar
field Park Line) to terminal, then suburban electric to
the ground.

PRINCIPLES OF

Scientific Socialism

.By Rev. Charles H. Vail

.Author ** Modern S * and ** National
"Ownership of Railways.'"

CONTENTS :

The Industrinl Evolution. The Analysis of Value.
The Origin of Surpius Valoe. A .

The Advantages of Soclalism: Production, Dis-
tribution. Elimination of Useless Vocations, Prevention
of Waste, Elevation of Woman, Proper Care and Train-
ing of Children, Efficient Directors, Bolut on l:[‘tlno
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of capl ts or exploiters of the labor mﬁ
others and the ever-inc %
sessed class of wage-workers, who are
of the mﬁ{lﬂy-due :ll:e“:rl of &e" produet,” i
That ca) ism, vate ownership S
roduction, is responsible for (ﬁ":
security of subsistence, the poverty, mi; and
dczndtulon of the ever-growing majorj i
our people.

That the same economlic forces which hays
produced and now intensify the capitalist b
tem, will compel the adoption of Socialism, tng
;:olletgtlve ownership of ct.'!ao 'l:na’;,n- of production

'or the common an elfare, or result

the destruction of civilization. n
t trade union movement

pendent political action are the chi

pating factors of the working class,

representing its economic, the other ity

w&l. and that both must co-operate

{’heu capitalist system of production

ution.

Therefore, the' Soclal. Democratic Party of
America declares its object to be the establish.
ment of a system of co-operative p uction
and distribution through the restoration to the
people of all the means of production ang dis.
tribution, to be administered by organized s0ci-
ety in the interest of the whole people, and the
complete emancipation of society from the dom-
ination of capitalism.

The wage-workers and all those in sympathy
with their historical mission to realize a
civilization should sever connection
capitalist and reform rpnnleq and wu
the Social Democratic Party of America.

The control of political power by the Social
Democratic Party will be tantamount to the
abolition of capitalism and of all class rule,

The solidarity of labor connecting us with
millions of class-consclous fellow-workers
throughout the civilized world will lead to in.
ternational Soclalism, the brotherhood of man.

As steps in this direction, we make the fol-
lowin emands:

1. l{evlslon of our antiquated Federal Con-
stitution, In order to remove the obstacles to
full and complete control of government by al
the people, irrespective of sex. :

2. The public ownership of all industries con-
trolled by monopolies, trusts and combines.

3. The-public ownership of all raflroads, tele-

ph, telephone, all means of tmnlsornuu
b fcation, water-works, gas and electrie

Mom\llr) Question, Abolition of Taxation, 8
tion of Government, Benefits to Capitalists, Benefits to
Laborers,

The Evidences of the Moral Strerigth of Social-
ism: Its Spirit and Ain; Abolition of Business Dis-
honesty ;: Restriction of Divores: Previeution of Prosti-
tution ; Elimination of Crime; Preveution of Intemp-
erance, Insanity, ete.

Poverty—Its Cavse and Cure. Wage Slavery vs.
Chattel Slavery. Rent and Interest. The Law of

Vages, The Law of Progress. Industrial Depressions
and Commercial Crises. The Problem of Labor-Saving
Machinery.

Popular Economic Errors: That Value is Deter-
mined by Capitalist Cost of Production: that the Inter-
ests of {,ulmrwru and ('urimliun are identical; that
Labor i« Better Off To-day Than Ever Before : that
Cheap Prices are Beneficial to Labor; that Foreign
Markets are Beneficial to Labor: that Luxary is Bene-
ficial to Labor: that Land Nationalization Would
SBolve the Socisl Question: that Extravagance isthe
Chief Canse of Economic Want: that Bocialism Wonld
Thwart Inventions and Improvements: that Socialism
Would Destroy Individuality. Conclusion and Index.

12mo, 236 Pages; Paper, 85¢; Cloth, $1.00.

SEND ORDERS TO

THEODORE DEBS, 126 Washington St.
CHICAGO

. I
Pacific Coast Socialists
Books on economic subjects can be ordered to your
advantage from the Bureau of Soclalist Literature,
48 Turk Street, S8an Francisco, Cal.

Following is a partial list of the works of G. B.
BENHAM, which we recommend :
History of tiie Paris Commune of 1871, papercover,

25 cents; full cloth...... < ). 75
Gospel of Discontent (compilation).... A5
Snap Shots at Capitalism (compilation) ., 15
Blory OFLUO ReB FLaR. ..o e coiicoiaes seronneoviivunsis .05
Crimesof Capitalism.......... 05

G. B. BENHAM
38 Turk Street, San Francisco, Cal.

Carey’s Speeches

“CHILD LABOR"

Delivered in the Massachuseus Legislature.
The popular verdict pronounces it simply
“great,”

“SOCIETY'S RIGHT to LAND and CAPITAL"

An argument that is irresistible, couched in
lavguage clear, graceful and poetic. Don't fail
to order this,

PRICE FIVE CENTS A COPY OR $3.00 A HUNDRED

“ tives bg the voters.
0|

plants, and other public utilities,
4. The public ownership of all gold, silver,
d mines

all other H

also of all oll and ﬁ‘aa wells.

. Reduction of the hours of labor {n propor-
tion to the incredsing faclilities of production.

€. The inauguration of a system of publie
works and improvements for the employment of
a large number of the unemployed, the public
credit to be utilized for that g\e:r;)ose.

7. All useful inventions to ree to all, the
inventor to be remunerated by the public.

8. Labor legislation to be made national, in-
stead of local, and International where possible,

8. National Insurance of working dpeopu
;\galln]sl accldents, lack of employment and want
n old age. k
10 Equal civil and political rights for men
and women, and the abolition of all laws dis-
criminating against women. ot
11. The adoption of the Initiative and Refer-
endum, and the right of recall of representa~

opper, lead. Iron, coal an

12. Abolition of war as far as the United
States are concerned and the Introduction of
international arbitration instead. .

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LIBRARY - *

Karl Marx, Capital, Cloth,..........oovieennnii, . 80
F. W. Sprague—Socialism, from Genesis 10 Reve-
Iation. [ iCloth, L oimat L o A
Gronlund—The Co-operative Commonwenlth,
August Bebel—Woman: Past, Present and Future,
Blatchford—Merrie Eugland..,
Edward Bellamy~ Looking Bac
Edward Bellamy—Equality. Cloth,.
Lissagary—History of the Commune of 18
Charles Vail—Modern Socialism ...................
Ash »lul;il —Heterodox Economics and Orthodox
Henry D. Lloyd—Wenalth Against Cemmonwealth., 1.
Voluey—The Ruins of Empires.....
Thomas Paine—The Rights of Man.
The Socialism of John Stuart M
BR iaeuesacebnronsarnsipnnena
Henry George—Bocial Problems,. ..
Osborne Ward—The Ancient Lowly
Adams—President John Smith..,... .. ....
Richard T. Ely—Socialism and Social Reform.
Buchner—Man in the Past, Present and Future. .
nham-A History of the Paris Commune
(elath 75¢.), paper cover ...,
Chas. H. Vail—Principles of Scie

PAMPHLETS

F. G. R. Gordon—Hard Times: Cause and Cure.
Leonurd D, Abbott—The Society of the Future
F. Lassalle—What Is Capital ... .........

H, M. Hyndman - Socialism and Slavery
F. Lassalle—The Workingman's Program . -
Chas. H. Vail—The Industrial Evolution. ..........

THE HERALD LEAFLETS

. No.1 Contains “A WORD WITH YOU, JOHN!" be-
ing an admirably prepared paper b;' ** Wayfarer,” based
on a chapter in “Merrie England,”
“THE REAL MASTERS"-— pertinent questions ad-
dressed 1o workingmen,
The ** DECLARATION and POLITICAL DEMANDS" §
of the Social Democratic Party of America. il
No. 2 Contains “AROUS

-

-
8% USHEEBER 2 8

Wi BEnsui bE

I YE SLAVES!" s
address by E. V. Debs on Socialism aud the Socim

Municipal Socialism

By F. G. R. GORDON "

A thirty-two page pamphlet packed with facts and
figures. An unanswerable argument in favor of muni-
cipnl ownership. The first work of its kind for popular
use. Every socialist should help to gpread it.

Blagle ooples. .. 0.t

Ten copies........
One hundred copies

Debs Publishing Co.

Terre Haute, Ind

| Merrie Englahd

BY ROBERT BLATCHFORD

10c.

A PLAIN EXPOSITION ‘OF
SOCIALISM ... (Pastage paia),

100 COPIES . . . $4.00

£,000 COPIES BOLD IN ENGLAND
Revised from Latest London Edition

THEODORE DEBS
126 WASHINGTON ST. CHICAGO, ILL.

The
~People’s Christian Church

T f

AN AGITATION FOR THE KINGDOM OF
: GOD ON EARTH. =

fand oxdecs to ocratic Party. with a picture of th h
c_Party, with a picture » author. ¢
MRS. A. KONIKOW ; ) II'E)T SH l!" a 8uurh n(; pi:hy. po?nhd' "m b
1043 Washi glon St., Bost -'"lrtl:‘ pnry';::p hs, calcnlated to make people " i
i 5 " = — 1000 eopies... :
W0 copies.
JUST OUT 250 copies.
100 copies. hS Pt
THEODORE DEBS, Secretary Treasurer,

126 Washington Street, Chicage. -

A FRIENDLY TIP

When a braveh of the 8. D, P. is organized it should
notsit down on its hind legs and wait for the clouds o
roll by, Pr bly it was d to work and
work it should. Now, yon want a large attendance
your meetings and you want new members. This plas
insures both. Secure a rubber stamp with your time
and place of meeting on it and order a bundle of the

APPEAL TO REASON

to come each week. Put tha stamp on each wwﬂ?
distribute them the day before your meeting. The cos
will be low and the péople will come. The cost willl
something like this:

. 25 copies weekly, 3 months to one address § 1.25

g w - . - .- "o - ‘

» ‘

EUREZ
EEss

Address, APPEAL TO REASON, Girard, Kan.

JOS. BARONDESS
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