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L REVOLUTION BEGUN
r' ago John C. Chase, Social
tic candidate for mayor of Hav-
‘was elected by a plurality of 356
»tal vote of 6,210, with six candi-
‘the field. His vote in the 1898
: At the time the poli-
sought to-explain the result by
o that they had been caught off
d or had allowed personal
‘among Republican “leaders” to
the party, and for months after

Vs inauguration a constant fusillade
hreats of what they would do in 1899,
hey would unite, was kept up in
organs. The time for union
Chase was renominated, and what
ed then? The Republican party,
is “the poor man's friend!" and
« Democratic party, which is the great
itical prostitute  and party of “re-
- and the Prohibition party, which
e party of temperance and “holi-
. combined their forces to uphold
capitalist system, and the union that
effected was one of interests hitherto

hase’s re-election. The result is the
umphant success of the Socialist
ndidate. The total vote cast Dec.
‘was 6,030, 720 more than a year ago
ad the largest ever polled in the city's

or 1,250 more than last year. His
pponent, Pingree, nominee of the
D.-P. combine, polled 3,328, and one
ey (a delonite factionist) got 59. The
dispatches sent out from Haverhill
Boston declared that the issue was
ween capitalism and Socialism, and
‘outcome, which, to the conservative
t and the exploiting class of
achusetts, is most surprising, is
eminently satisfactory to Socialists and
e Social Democratic party.

INTERESTING COMPARISONS

 Some additional comiparisons will in-

‘terest the reader. In the Haverhill elec-
tion last wvear the Social Democratic
rty also elected three aldermen and
three members of_the council. At that
e Comrade Charles H. Bradley re-
ved 1,021 votes in the Sixth ward;
‘this year Comrade Louis M. Scates ran
for alderman, and was elected, receiving
remarkable vote of 3,074. Comrade
ean, elected last vear as alderman from

elected with a gain of 841, polling 3,409
votes, while Comrade Flanders was re-
elected to the aldermanic board by sub-
stantially the same vote as last year.
' The '‘Social Democratic representation
the Haverhill city council is as fol-
lows: Aldermen, P. B. Flanders, Louis
M. Scates and John B. Bean: council-
‘men, J. ]. Carrigg, J. Bellefeuille and J.
illsgrove. The Social Democrats also
elected H. G. Rivers to the school com-

ttee.
' The Boston Herald said it was the
jost merorable campaign ever fought
 the. city of Haverhill.
torially: “The Socialists of Haverhill
have a right to’ celebrate their victory.
Nhen it is remembered that both the
mocratic and Republican  parties
aunited to beat them at the polls,” and
‘were themselves handsomely defeated, it
ws that the Socialists have taken
strong hold of the people in the city of

t shows that the people are getting
ired of being led by the nose at the
‘behest of a set of political bummers.”

Says the Boston Post: “The struggle
this year has been one of Socialism vs.
vate ownership and capitalism. Party
jes have been forgotten and all efforts
med to the one vital issue of the cam-

”

gn.

A VICTORY FOR SOCIALIST1

Comradé Chase, laying emphasis on
fact that it was a victory for Social-
says: _‘ : :

“The Social Democratic victory is a
ory for the working class of the
d. As such it will be accepted and
led by Socialists everywhere. The
intense interest has been taken in
‘election, and the one fact that the
Democrats in one short year had
mpelled the leaders of the capitalist
s to combine to encompass our de-
has been looked upon as a substan-
ctory in itseli and has been the

~

‘indorsement

tterly opposed to each other, to prevent

Of this total, Chase reccived’

ward Seven by a vote of 2,568, wvas re--

The Boston Traveller remarked edi-

fying in more ways than one, first and
greatest because it is the first real battle
won by Socialism on American soil, and,
second, because success came through
honorable methods and unflinching de-
votion to the principles of Socialism.

“The attempt already being made to
claim the victory of yesterday as a per-
sonal one is a lamentable one and pal-
pably unfair to the Social Democratic
.party. The issue of the campaign was
anti-Socialism vs. Socialism. This issue
was made by our opponents themselves,
and upon those lines the campaign was
carried on. All those who have watched
the campaign closely know this as well
as we do, and it is ridiculous for any one
to claim that any of our candidates were
elected because of personal popularity.
There never was a time when a candi-
date did not receive some votes as a
tribute to himself, but in this campaign
our personal characters were in no way
impugned. Our candidacy was opposed
and fought solely because we were the
representatives of ‘Socialism and because
our records were Socialistic ones.”

T

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE

The uninitiated who read of the sec-
ond success of. the Social Democratic
party at Haverhill will naturally ask:
“Well, vou have re-elected Chase: now
tell us, what has your party done?"”
The question is a fair one, and entitled
to a straightforward answer. For some
years before John C. Chase became
mayor, one of the important local mat-
ters with which the old parties played
political shuttlecock was the abolition
‘of grade crossings. The railroad cor-
porations were always able, under the
old regime, through mfluences that have
been at the root of nearly all municipal
corruption in this country, to defeat all
attempts to accomplish the change de-
sired by the people. The Social Demo-
lcratic mayor and his colleagues in the
lcouncil have persistently kept this ques-
tion in the front for settlement, with the
result that at the late election it was
submitted to'the voters, who, by a vote
of 4,005 to 2,833, declared in favor of the
abolition of the crossings.

In his inaugural address a year ago,
Comrade Chase came out strongly in fa-
vor of an eight-hour day for municipal
employes, and during the year, in con-
junction with the Social Democratic
members of the council (a minority of
that body), has sought in every way to
give practical effect to his recommenda-
tion. This question was also submitted
to the citizens for decision, and by a
vote of 4,151 to 2,314 the eight-hour day
won, i

CAPITALISTIC «SOLIDARITY”

| The Haverhill Gazette bears testi-
mony to the fact that the forces of cap-
italism were solid to the last, but they
were overcome by the solidarity of the
Socialists.  That paper says: . :

| “There is no doubt but what there
were many, voters in both parties who
reiused to accept the nominations on the

i | coalition ticket, but the l=aders of both

parties and of the temperance wing «f
¢ Republican ticket were in harmony,

| and the figures of the ballot show that
epublicans and Democrats, men of all

creeds, religious and political, stood by
‘nominations well.” A

—_—

o

show that Winfield P. Por-
Democratic candidate for |

GLORIOUS VICTORY AT BROCKTON

The Socialists at Brockton gave that
city the greatest political shake-up in all
its history. There were three candidates
for mayor—Comrade Charles H. Coul-
ter representing the Social Demaocratic
party, against Kendrick (Rep.) and Gar-
field (Dem.).
7.255, of which
ceived 3,394, a plurality of 1,546. This
is a result most astcmishing to the po-

minds made up that the American people
would never awaken from their lethargy
and break the bonds of political chican-
ery in the interest of the dominant
economic class. .

To members of the Social Democratic
party it is especially gratifying as show-
ing that the people aré now beginning to
see through the sham professions and
general all-round hypocrisy of that hoary
political skate, the Democratic party.
Brockton is the home of Gerry Brown,
whose fame as a leader of the Massa-
chusetts Democracy, second only to that
of “George Fred Williams himself, re-
ceived its.quietus in the Brockton district
some months ago in a public debate with

ter, N. H.  Personally, let it be said;
Brown is not at all a bad sort of a fellow :
but he has political aspirations and trains
with a bad crowd. - That debate had
much to do with the election returns,
and, on behalf of Social Democrats, The
Herald tenders its thanks to Gerry for
accepting Gordon's challenge.

To support him in his administrative
policy, Mayor Coulter will have two So-
cial Democrats in the board of aldermen
and one in the common council, our
party having elected three members of
the city government of Brockton besides
the mayor.

The people of Brockton evidently

Wards—
4 7 Ttls.

5 8
707 447 BOL 496 478 304
LUB6 336 246 248 1,848
252 170 145 260 348 1,569

The result of the political mesalliance
at Haverhill will. no.doubt discourage
any hope the old party leaders may in-
dulge of an effective combine against the
Socialists at Brockton. The first politi-
cal combination against Socialism has
L proved very disastrous to the combiners,
even when their chosen candidate’ was
the law partner of a United States district
attorney, and the Boston & Mzine rail-
‘road and other corporations were will-
ing to foot the bills. So we don't ex-
pects to hear much about combining at
Brockton. If they attempt it a year
hence they will have the example of
Haverhill with its impotent conclusion
to haunt them in all their scheming. The
Social Democrats of Brockton will be
just as competent to whip a combine
next year as they were at Haverhnll this.
year. e e i

alderman Third ward, vote 651; Edward
D. Pesry, & ‘Sixth ward, vote
350: David' S. Brotk ¢
Sixth ward, vote 325.

The total vote polled was |
Comrade Coulter re- |

litical bums and crooks who had their,

Comrade F. G. R. Gordon of Manches- |

thought that, so far as Coulter was con-_
cerned at least, they would make a clean
job of it, for they gave him a clear lead
.in each of the seven wards of the city.
The following table shows how it stood
in the different wards between the three
candidates :

. The comrades "elect‘aéé;:g the ‘Brock-‘
ton city council are: uel L. Beal,

_ councilman

Progress of the
- Social Revolutiori
SOCIALISM MAIN FEATURE OF THE ELECTIONS

'Hot Contest at Haverhill and Big Vote Polled, but the Socialists
| Scored a Grand Triumph over the * Traders.”

BIGGEST SHAKE-UP AT BROCKTON

In a Three-Cornered Fight Coulter, Socialist, is Chosen Mayor
by a Thumping Plurality Over His Opponents

SCATES ELECTED TO HAVERHILL COUNCIL

Three Social Democrats Elected as_Mémbers of the Brockton City Council

Social Democratic Party in Washington

lican. Comrade Bosworth polled 333
votes, against 580 for the opposition.
Comrades G. C. Brown, Chas. B. Mal-
pas and Benjamin Thatcher, for alder-
men in the Second ward, ran well, re-
ceiving 317, 258 and 236, respectively:
In the Fourth ward Comrade W. T.
West polled 178 vates for alderman;
Edward-T. Spear, for alderman in the
Fifth ward, had 258 votes, against 62
cast for the party in that ward last vear.
Our candjdate for alderman in the Sev-
enth ward, Geo. H. Sprague, received
244, against 77 for the party a year ago,
and beating his Democratic opponent.

The unsuccessful candidates - for the
common council all made excellent rec-
ords in their respective wards, beating
the Democrats in nearly every instance.

The Social Democratic candidates' for
the school board polled a large vote, as
follows :

French, 1.838:
Norling, 1,567.

Harrington, 1.800;

MAYOR CHAS. H. COULTER

The mayor-elect of Brockton was
born in Grantville, now Wellesley Hills,
Mass., Jan. 21, 1870. Hé attended the
public schools in that town until he was
14 vears old, and then went to the Cran-
berry isles, Maine, where "he lived two
vears. During that time he went on sev-
eral fishing trips in the fishing vessels
which sailed from that vicinity,

When 16 years of age he located at
Brockton, where he has since resided.
He is a plumber by trade.

When the Plumbers’ Union was
formed, he was one of the charter mem-
bers, and during its history was its pres-
ident two or three terms.  Afterward he
was elected to the presidency of the Cen-
tral Labor Union and held the position
four terms, attending to the duties of
Ahe head of organized labor in this city

| with great faithiulness and. efficiency.

When the Social Democratic party
was formed, Mr. Coulter was elected
chairman.of branch 9 of the party. He
was one of its charter members. Last
vear, with the party only one vear old
and very little understood in this city, he
was the candidate for mayor.

Mr. Coulter has been a steadfast
worker for the new party from the or-
ganization of the branch. He has de-
voted every spare moment he could get
to the advancenrent of the principles of
Social Democracy,which are, in his con-
victions, synonymous with those of uni-
versal brotherhood and justice.

This fall he was the unanimous choice
at the mass convention of the party for
nominee for mayor. His election at-
tests the confidence which the people of
the municipality have in him and the
principles which he represents.

' WHAT COULTER SAID

“So far as I am concerned, the city
will be run in the interest of the whole
people. 1 have always contended that
there are chances for improvement in
the management of municipal affairs.
The financial part is something which I
shall be obliged to look into carefully
before I can tell what can be introduced
for the benefit'of the people. :

“The measures which the voters have
enacted into laws at today's voting I
am heartily in favor of. Each one shall
be enforced without fear or favor.
“The party which is responsible for
my election stands for all that is pure
in politics and a b

fact that they united on a workingman
and elected him does not signify that
they will not stretch out the hand of fel-
lowship to the business men for the pur-
pose of attaining the best results in mu-
nicipal government. Pl
“We realize that we can do little to-
ward the establishment of the co-oper-
ative commonwealth at this time, or to-
ward municipal ownership, until the leg-
islature is controlled in the interest of

the people. The corporations have suc-

ceeded in getting laws .passed by the
state legislature that practically prohibit
a_municipality from obtaining posses-
sion of the utilities of a city on a fair
basis.”

A NIGHT OF JUBILEE

“It was a night of jubilee for the So-
cial Democratic party,” said the Brock-
ton Enterprise. “The pent-up enthusi-
asm of the large body of voters, many
of whom thronged the headquarters of
the party in Clark’s block in such num-
bers that the ceiling of the rooms on the
floor below cracked and gave some of
them a scare, was kept in check till the
clection of Charles H. Coulter was es-
tablished beyond a doubt. Then the
building could no longer contain the
men, and the men could no longer con-
tain their delight. v

“They surged onto the sidewalks and
to Church street, where they formed a
parade, carryving out the plans which
were formed several nights before when
the workers of the party in the several
wards showed logically that the mayor-
alty candidate was to be elected. The
Social Democratic band was placed at
the head of the parade, and red fire was
kindled to light up the hundreds of men
in line, ready to make the welkin ring
and send shouts of triumph into the
ranks oi the defeated and the rejoicing
alike.
ring s!?cccll. and was cheered again and
again.

COX GETS NEW CORNET

A pleasant feature of a meeting held
at Social Democratic  headquarters,
Brockton, on election night, was the
presentation to John J. Cox, leader of
the Social Democratic band, of a hand-
some cornet. It was a gift from mem-
bers i the branch to Leader Cox in tes-
timonial of appreciation for the good
work done by the band in the cam-
paign, and his personal efforts to bring
the organization to the degree of effi-
ciency it has attained.

Mr. Cox was completely surprised at
the presentation, but received the gift
gracefully and thankfully. He gave a
cornet solo to satisfy the demand of the
people who wanted to have its merits
tested at once.

. THE PRESS REPORTS

The manipulators of the news seem to
have been seized with great dread lest
the full significance of the Social Demo-
cratic sticcesses should get to the public.
The reports of our victory at Haverhill
were meager in the extreme, while one
hunted in vain for the briefést reference
to the great overthrow of the two old
parties at Brockton. The Chicago Trib-
une, which claims to be a newspaper, on
the . morning of Dec. 7, printed a
“special cable’™ from Berlin announcing
the defeat of the Socialists in an elec-
tion to the Brunswick landtag, but con-
cerning the triumphant election - of
Charles H. Coulter, Socialist, as mayar
of the city of Brockton, Mass., it had not
a word. The hireling press of this coun-

try, true to the interests of its capitalist.
o

masters, fears to print the news of thé
spread of Socialism at home; it either
suppresses that news altogether, as the
Tribune did, or puts it away where it is
least likely to be sgen and read by the
people.  But we'll get along all right for
a' that, boys; keep.it going! It is a
good sign when they print accounts of a
Socialist defeat in a German province

simultaneously with the suppression of .

the news of Socialist successes in one of
the great Republican strongholds of the
union. :

AN HONORABLE VICTORY
The Brockton Enterprise, a daily
newspaper which, be it said, has during
the past year treated our comrades with

markéd fairness and consideration, says

of the elcctiog(:) . :

iAsl the cial Democratic

openly declared in the b:gnnhg tgﬁ
would fuse with no party and make no
trades, and has steadfastly adhered to its
declaration, the victory of yesterday is
wholl ‘
tory!' "

Mayor-elect Coulter made a stir-

its own. ‘It was a famous vic-
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PROGRESS OF THE

SOCIAL REVOLUTION

(Concluded from First Page)

FAIRHAVEN, WASH.

The Social .Democrats of :Fairhaven,
Wash., took part in the liveliest city
election known there for many vears,
with ‘the result that they came withir
twenty-six votes of electing our candi-
date for mayor. Kéep up .the work,
comrades! Hurrah for international So-
cialism and the Social Democratic par-
ty! We are coming, sure! :

GALLANT FIGHT AT QUINCY

The comrades at Quincy elected none
of their candidates, but they put up a
gallant fight and exceeded their éxpecta-
tions in getting votes. Our candidate
for mayor, Comrade G. B. Bates, polled
208 votes, which were well distributed
through the six wards of the city. The

" candidate for councilman-at-large, Com-

rade A. W. Russell, received 450 votes.’
Candidates for councilmen from different
wards were given votes as follows:
First ward, P. M. Carlson 117, W. M.
Packard 141; Second ward, G. K. Car-
ter 138; Third ward, D. Desmond, Jr.,
151, T. J. Halvoss 248; Fiith ward, H.
B. Johnsoif 110. :

SOLIDARITY AT ROCKVILLE

The ‘total vote polled for mayor at
Rockville, Conn., was 914, of which Will-
jam P. Lonergan, Social Democratic
candidate, received 240. The Rockville
Ledger says “‘there was some anxiety as
regards the effect of the Social Demo-
cratic vote,” and the result was a genuine
surprise. The vote polled by the differ-

* ent candidates on our ticket follows:

Tonergan (mayor). i .. v o asata. 240
McVeigh (clerk). ... .0 oo, 229
Spielman (treasuref).............. 228
Quinlan (sheriff)..... A L 220
Gunderman (assessor)............. 229
Orcutt (assessOr)ssiesrsiiscos sanps 220
Kellner ((anditor) o ibaanniivs cius 227
Pike (alderman, 1st ward)......... 13
Smith (councilman, 2d ward)...... 36
Theurer (alderman, 3d ward)...... 63
Spielman (councilman, 3d ward).... 63
Schiaf (councilman; 4th ward)...... 114

' The Brockton Enterprise said the day
after election:

“Mayor Charles H. Coulter is to be
congratulated on a victory that was
sweeping and that shook the town. To
gain a plurality of 1,523 votes over the
leader of such'men as Kendrick and
Garfield was a remarkable performance.
Mr. Coulter’s big victory was not only
a party but a personal victory, and he is
fairly entitled to wear with pride the lau-
rels he has won. His official career the

coming twelvemonth will be watched!

with the greatest interest and curiosity,
and all good citizens will give him their
support in all good and useful measures
he may see fit to inaugurate. Brockton,
like other cities, is not perfect in every-
thing, and not beyond improvement.
The new mayor, in seeking to bring
about improvements that commend
themselves to his fellow-citizens, will
have no lack of public support. Brock-
ton will be an interesting city in which
to live the coming year. There will be
spice and liveliness and entertainment
and novelty in it.” :

DEBS AT HAVERHILL
"The Haverhill city hall was packed to
the doors on the night of Nov. 27 to
hear Eugene V. Debs. The Haverhil
Social Democrat says: “The air. was
charged with enthusiasm and when the
best loved man in the labor movement

~ stepped upon the platiorm he looked

upon a crowd, packed and jammed into
every available inch of space in the big
hall, which gave him an ovation worthy
of 'It:‘le time and place and occasion,”

| trust; so that finally we will

‘And this process will continue until all

| the capital of the country is concentrated

in the hands of a single syndicate or
, ve a trust
of trusts. We will have an economic
oligarchy. We will not be ruled by a
king, by an emperor or'a czar. We will
be ruled by economic potentates that

| will control the people beeause they con-

trol their necessities.: Either this, or the
collective ownership of trusts and the
operation of all industry in the interest
of the whole people. That is to say:
Capitalism or Socialism, slavery or free-
dom. You will have a chance to vote
upon -these alternatives next Tuesday.
You may forge your chains still strong-
er; you may vote to strike the last fetter
from the last economic slave on this con-
tinent. j :

*There is very much involved in this
municipal campaign. I would, if it were
in my power, impress upon you its im-
portance and its significance. 1 have just
returned from the far west. I spent a
week in California, and was asked again
and again in that coast state, ‘What
about Haverhill?’ = They understand
out there that there has been a very
strong combination perfected in Haver-
hill for the overthrow of the Social Dem-
ocratic party. They are as familiar with
the situation as most of your citizens
are. I said: 'l feel quite confident that
this combination will succeed—in de-,
stroving itseli.” It represents absolutely
no principle, and I challenge contradic-
tion. By some strange magic, tlie Re-
publican here finds himself in the em-
brace of a life-long enemy—the Demo-
crat. Waking up in the morning, they
find themselves in the same camp, All of
the hostility has been declared off. They
stand revealed as one party, or, to speak
more. properly, na party at all—for you
could not find a trace of the Republican
party with a magnifying glass. The
Democratic party has totally lost its
‘identity, if it ever had any. ‘A citizens’
party, they call it. The corporations
are. very profoundly interested in the
success of this citizens’ party. The pro-
fessional politicians are also profoundly
interested in its success. It is a new
party, for a new and very strange pur-
puse. You are a Democrat, perhaps.
You have been in the' Democratic party
for a long while. What purpose have
you in forming an alliance with a life-
long enemy at this time? What is the
purpdse? Does not the answer suggest
itseli? A combination of these two par-
ties to defeat the Social Democratic par-
ty. That .is the purpose, and the only
purpose. The “party,” so called, has no
other program. And how strangely its
nominations were made! We live in a
republic. Governments derive their just
‘powers from the consent of  the gov-
erned. Whence they derive their unjust
powers is not stated. These nomina-
tions were made, but the rank and file
had no voice in the making of them.
The program has been made in caucus,
and the nominations announced—not,
however, subject to the approval of the
constituents of these nominees. The
contract -has been made, The votes are
to be delivered, and the question for
every seli-respecting Republican and
Democrat to ask himself is whether he
proposes to deliver the goods in fulfill-
ment of the contract made by the poli-
ticians. 1 do not believe that the peo-
ple of Haverhill, totally irrespective of
party, will subscribe to such a degrading
program, I do believe that when the
voters have been deposited and the last
ballot has been counted, the announce-
ment will go forth that this unholy com-
pact has been rebuked by such an over-
whelming vote that the repetition of it
will never again be attempted in Haver-
hill. .

“And just here let me say that the So-
cial Democratic party enters into this
campaign. with absolute confidence of
success.: It was never more certain of
the absolute justice of its underlying
principles. The party is harmonious. It
stands before the people without a
blemish upon its name. What about its
candidate? John C. Chase has held the
office of mayor for one year. There has
not been one breath of scandal in con-
nection with his administration. His of-
ficial integrity is as spotless as a star.
So with his personal character. In all
of the severity of criticism no one has
ventured .to impugn his honesty of
purpose. And what is true of John C.
Chase, the first Socialist mayor in the

. United States, is likewise true of his col-

leagues. They stand before you asking
for your support purely upon the prin-;
ciples embodiedin their platform, and
upon the record they have made as rep-
resentatives of their party. What is
true of the local representatives, is like-
wise true of those who represented you
at the capital while the legislature was
in session. - That brilliant young states-
man, James F. Carey, made a record
‘there well calculated to challenge the ad-
miration and respect, not only of his
constituents, but of every citizen of the
state. His speech upon “Child Labor”
will win for him immortality. His col-

league, Louis M. Scates, true to every

obligation as the needle to the pole, tem-

| porarily defeated—but sometimes defeat

| is victory, and it is victory in his case,

for he largely increased hip'vote,'and‘hg
 stronger- in- the confidence of his fel-
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MERLIN'S MIXTURE

HAIL, HAVERHILL!

{*Oh, ‘dwellers by the Merrimac, '

. The helrs of centuries at your back, "
Still reaping where you have not sown,
A broader field is now your own.'

7 ~Whittier.

So sang the poet of the town

Where birth and friendship handed
down

Its wealth of recollections, till

He sang these words of Haverhill.

Scarce did he think, when thus he wrote,
That ere a short decade should float,
Like flirting cloud, his words should be
Of future times a prophecy.

So sing we now, loud-toned .and clear,

With meaning fraught with gladsome
cheer, ;

With fancy into fact full-grown,

“A broader field is now your own.”

Yours is the victory! Yours the fame
Of raising Socialism’s name ;

In triumph o'er the swelling tide

Of Capital's self-secking pride.

After the'battle’s din and roar,

After the strain and strife are oer,
After forebodings, fancies, fears,

The note of tritmph greets vour ears.

Keen was the battle.  Firm the hold
Of Wrong intrenched behind its gold :
While Right, upon the open field,
Must needs its fullest effort wield.

Stern was the battle. Fusing foes
Made common cause against the woes
Of plundered-labor. Labor stands,
[nsistent on its own demands. '

So, Labor stands! Oh; glorious scene,
To see our class no more between

The striving ranks of need and greed
But victor by its own strong deed.

A hopeful augury, and good,

Of that glad time when Labor could
By firm cohesion, force the fight,
And vanquish-all before its might.

A clear-cut issue. This the cause
That made old politicians pause,
Pool issues, take a common stand,

‘And npw—in futile. rage cGisband.

“A broader field.” A selfish foe,
Whose envious eyes beheld you grow
In social wisdom, could not stay

The widening circles of your sway.

With golden bars he sought to hold
The rush of right, but all the gold

In all the mines in all the land

Could not the force' of right withstand.

Well have you waged the ‘conflict. Well
Made all vour scattered forces tell.
Stalwart your hearts, when in the dark,
You still pressed onward to the mark.

Oh, dwellers by the Merrimac,
LIf “*centuries are at your back,”
Ahead, ahead, there lies an age,
Whose sons shall reap your heritage!

In these live days you sow the seed

(Of stalwart act and social deed,

Whose fruits the coming race shall see,
And seeing, bless your memory.
Merlin.

The Brookside cotton mill at Knox-
ville, Tenn., is owned and operated by
Christian gentlemen. No, they own it
merely; it is operated by slaves. The
slaves are employed on piece work. If
one of their number, from sickness or
any other cause, leaves his machine for
an hour he is docked one dollar; if he
takes time to get a drink of water during
working hours, though on piece work,
he is fined. If_he responds to a call of
nature, he is fined. " And all these fines

go to increase the profits of the Chris~'

tian geéntlemen who own the mill.. One
of the most villainous systems of rob-
bery anywhere practiced is being car-
ried on at the Brookside cotton mill of
Knaxville, Tenn.  What'a terrible ca-
lamity it would be to put an end to a
system that makes such things possible!

An intelligent Hindoo, member of the
parliament of India, says: “There are
two Indias—the prosperous India of the
British and other foreigners, ang the
poverty-stricken India of the natives.”
And Occident replying to Orient savs:
“There are two Americas—the prosper-

‘ous America of the land and tool owning

class, the exploiters of labor; and the
poverty-stricken America of the mine
and the factory."” j

“The question at issue,” said President
Sprague of the Haverhill Republican
Club before the election, “is whether the
Socialists shall rule the city. We will
try to line up the people who are op
posed to' Socialism—whether Republic-
ans or Democrats.” They tried and the
result has gone into history. The people
showed good common sense and refused

| and to Germany is allotted the task of

op=:

er labor troubles on _gh average

SOCIAL DEMOGRACY OF GERMANY

. To Germany belongs the credit of hav-
ing discovered that greatest of all
sciences, Socialism, and to have scien- -
tifically demonstrated Socialism to be
the perfected state of society of the com-
ing future, in place of the rotten system
now existing. . i
Therefore, to Germany belongs the
credit of being the pioneer of Secialism,

teaching all other nations; consequently
in the development and growth of So-
cialism, Germany must take the first
place and lead all other nations of the
carth. The time is not far distant when
be hailed as the true saviors of mankind.
Marx, Engels, La Salle and others will
From all data now at hand, we find that
science has become a practical, living
thing in Germany, and that the people
are anxious to demonstrate its practi-
cability to all the affairs of human life,
and that this classified knowledge is be-
coming more and more democratic.

In no other country is education so
well diffused among the masses as in
Germany, thus placing the minds of the
people on a fitting plane for the recep-
tion of Socialist ideas, and it must be
said that the movement of the. Social
Democratic party has contributed much
toward elevating the understanding and
mental activities of the ypeople. This it
has accomplished by means of its exten-
sive litérature and its press,with its scath-
ing denunciation and criticism of exist-
ing institutions, and though this criti-
cismr is not confined to the economic
system, yet they steadily insist that it is
the economic system which gives the
form to all other institutions—represen-
tative government being worthless un-
der'existing economic conditions. The
representation of the German Socialist
party in parliament is the strongest in
the world." Originating in 1871 with
100,000 votes and one deputy, in re-
sponse to the call it came to the front in
1808 with' 2,225,000 votes, representing
fiftv-eight deputies, and with a solidarity
and class consciousness absolutely un-
known to any other political party and
with the result that the capitalistic forces
of that empire were thrown into convul-
sions.  The tactics of these representa-
tives represent defense and defiance, and
they have often cagt defiance in the teeth
of the tyrants and oppressors of the peo-
ple. They have intensified matters until
they are ready to-explode and they have
shown that the existing order of things
is in dissolution; that it is being under-
mined and will be overthrown, and that
the source from which the weapons are
being supplied is Socialism.

In Germany, university men, scholars
and scientists are jojning . the Socialist
movement for the purpose of placing the
enemy and fighting it in the last ditch,
dealing sledge-hammer blows to the ene-

mies of light.
PP Aver.:

SOCIALISM IN MASSACHUSETTS

The prominence of the Socialist party
in the municipal elections in Masachu-
setts on Tuesday is a phenomenon of
considerable = interest. The places in
which this party is especially strong are
Haverhill ‘and’ Brockton, but in other
cities sufficient gains were made to give
the candidates of the two leading parties
some concern. In Haverhill the present
mayor is a Socialist, and he has been re-
elected. That city, therefore, may be
regarded as the center of the strength of
the party. !

It would ‘be interesting to know all the
reasons that have operated to bring
about 'this unusual support for Socialism
in the manufacturing towns of Massa-
chusetts. It is worth noting as a fact,
which may be a mere coincidence, that
both Haverhill and Brockton are en-
gaged principally in shoe making. The
industry has had its full share of labor
troubles.  Possibly those troubles and
the growth of Socialism could be con-
nected as cause and effect. Those who
heard John Graham Brooks in his ad-
dress before the Liberal Club in Buffalo.
will remember that he touched upon this
subject, intimating that upon the atti-
tude of trusts toward labor would depend
to some extent the success of Socialism
in this country. Mr. Brooks noted as
one of the significant facts in European
politics the decadence of the old parties
of what is called Liberalism and tle cor-
responding growth of Socialism. He
mentioned Belgium as a capital illustra-
tion. Mr. Brooks then g:'occeded to
reason that the same movement would
appear in this country unless wage earn-
ers are given a steadily increasing share
in the fruits of civilization. He had the
advantage of knowing personally of the
sentiment of the people of Massachusetts
shoe towns, for his interest in the study
of social problems began while he was
in charge of a church in Brockton.

‘Whatever may be the final worth of
his theory, it has sufficient correspond- -
ence to facts to be plausible. This theory,
however, does not apply so well to the
Massachusetts cities devoted to cotton

manufdcturing, in which wage ﬁenmll |
are low, but where there ;‘hﬁf een iew{
e than in

the cities whose
shoe makin

‘the political arena next year, isn't '

cents. '‘Order from Theodore Debs,
Washington street, Chicago.

ing. It is claimed that with ita
heit is reached. The present
by the arc iumaqe and liquic

FIVE Tllﬂll
SOCIALIST

Not to make money, but to make
Socialists.  That is what we want
before we meet the hosts of capitali

And that is what we must do if w,
pect success to crown our efforts. Wh
is ‘the best way to make Socialist
Everybody gives the same answer
men to read the literature of Socialie;
If you can succeed in doing that u
have started a certain influence in.ﬂ.‘g"
world that is beyond. the power of
man to estimate ; you may have ren;

an inestimable individu:j servic'(.:ent‘o‘el‘tf:1
cause of Socialism. = :

: Now, you know that, as a rule, it is
useless to try and induce men to ‘
any of the great standard works of our
literature. Indeed, it is too true, un-
fortunately, that the victims of g
slavery have neither time nor disposition
to do that. In view of this condition of
affairs, there rests upon every Socialist
no clearer duty than that of bringing to
the notice .of their fellowmen and indue-
ing them to read some of the excellent
publications in cheaper form, such as
are found in the

“Pocket Library of Socialism” |

With a view to securing thousands of
readers for these little books, admirably
adapted as they are for the propaganda
of Sqcialism, as well as to increase the
circulation of this paper, we have made
arrangements that enable us to offer the
complete set of ten books free to anyone
sending in five yearly subscriptions tothe

Social Democratic Herald

The subscription.price of the paper is 50
cents; the complete “Pocket Library of
Socialism™ will be mailed postpaid to
anyone sending us, at one time, five
names and $2.50. Ten subscribers for 3
six months, at 25 cents, will be accepted.
If five thousand present readers of The
Herald can se. in this offer where they
can help the spread of Socialist princi-
ples, and will lend a hand in carrying it
through, there will be added to The Her-
ald subscription list 25,000 names, and
50,000 books on Socialism will go into
the hands of the people as a result of
their efforts. B
Isn’t it worth while to do your sharein
accomplishing this result on the eve ofa
national election, in which the Social
Democratic party will participate? If
vou don't want the books yourself, you
can give them away or dispose of them
at the retail price of 5 cents. The com-
plete **Pocket Library of Socialism,” ten’
books, would cost vou 50 cents.

First National Campaign

1t need not be said that the addition of
25,000 names to The Herald subscrip-
tion list and the circulation of 50,000
books setting forth in simple and com-
prehensive terms the principles of So-
cialism, will have a tremendous effect on
the campaign of 19oo—the first national
election in which the Social Democrati
party will take part.

To secure five new subscribers is not
a hard task for any earnest Socialist. It
can be done in any community in
country. Remittances should be sent

* THEODORE DEBS,
126 Washington St., Chl‘ag

. Imprudent Marriages
This little book by Robert Blatchford,
author of “Merrie England,” 1s an ans
swer to the common argument that if al
laborers would be industrious
economical and avoid imprudent m
riages, everyone would be prospi
and happy. There is not much-feft
this argument when Mr, Blatchford
through with it. His conclusion is th
if the state of things in England to
is such that a man willing to work m
be denigd the joy of honorable ' 10
mariage and children, then the state
things in England today will not
The booklet makes interesting read:
in America as well, and it costs 0

The greatest heat produced artifi
is that of an electric arc furnace, the
that is used in the production of artifi
diamonds, calcium carbide, etc. It
intense that nothing exists with whi
record it. It is estimated, however,
of about 400 degrees Farenheit. |
coldest knbwn temperature is
liquid air, which freezes alcohol
cury, and distances all means

ture of 400 degrees below ze:
heat and cold are, therefore,
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NOTICE TO BRANCHES

‘The quarterly dues for the
quarter ending March 31 are
due at the headquarters, 126
Washington st., Chicago, Il
on or before Jan. 5. Prompt
remittance is of the highest im-
portance to insure the interests
of the organization, and the
branches sare urged to provide
for the collection, which should
be begun at once. !

New Branch

Arizona responds to the call to action
and the invitation of the Social Demo-
cratic party with the organization of a
magnificent branch at Globe, including
twenty-two  charter  members.  This
branch undertakes the propaganda for
the -party in Arizona. = The officers
chosen are: J.-R. Barnette, chairman;
Jesse Williams, vice-chairman; Fred
Marz, secretary; Hilpa Norquay, treas-
urer; M. J. Casper, organizer.

Great Meeting at Toledo

Last Sunday afternoon comrade Eu-
gene V. Debs delivered the message of
Socialism to one of the greatest meet-
ings ever held in the city of Toledo.
The biggest hall in the city was jammed
and overflowing. The effect of the
address was wonderful and the audience
was spellbound. Many delegates to
the A. F. of L. Convention at Detroit
stopped over expressly to hear the
lecture and were thrilled and aston-
ished with what they heard.

A Protest from Wisconsin

The central committee of the Social
Democratic party  of Wisconsin, at a
meeting Dec. 4, unanimously adopted
the following resolution as being the
sense of the meeting : ,

“Resolved, by the central .committee
of the Social Democratic party of Wis-
consin, That in case of negotiations be-
tween the national executive board of

our party and one of the factions of the

Socialist Labor party, we wish to go on
record as unalterably = opposed to any
agreement contemplating a change of
the name of our party or a change in its
spirit and tactics. The name of our par-
ty is that of the great organizations in
the international Socialist movement,
and it explains exactly what we stand
{or—Democratic Socialism.”

I vou ordered the “Pocket Library of
Socialism,”’ conplete, you would pay for
it 50 cents cash. These booklets are all
good, uniform in size and just what you
would buy if you could see them. You
can have the ten free by sending us five
new subscribers to The Herald for one
year at 50 cents each, or the equivalent
in six months’ subscriptions.

The Wolverenes are looking moré
and more to the Social Democratic
party, and news has just been received
that a fine branch is in process of forma-
tion at Kalamazoo. It will be composed
of wide-awake and intelligent men, who
\will push the movement to the front in

A conspicuous example of the prog-
ress cotton manufacturing is making in
China, says the Commercial Bulletin, is
the establishment of a factory at Wu-
Chang, on the: Yang-Tse-Kiang, 400
miles from the coast. It is stated that
the goods being produced at this mill
are ‘eagerly sought by the Chinese. The
machinery in the mill, comprising the
preparatory machines and 500,000 ring
spindles, . with the reeling, etc., ‘was
erected by native Chinese under the su-

: ‘pervision of only one English erector.
_The mill is situated in the heart of the

“country, about 800 miles up the Yang-
se-Kiang, several days’ steamboat jour-
rom Shanghai, and the district does
afford the resources for dealing with
achinery that are at command in ot@agr
rs of industry. -making

LPT S

| that great arm

MASTERS AND SLAVES
By E.Val Putnam :

Just think of it: Forty years ago, what
was nicknamed “the underground rail-
'way”” was necessary to enable negro chat-
tel slaves to escape from cruel masters.

employment bureau for the purpose of
enabling wage slaves to more readily find
masters, : |

I am inclined to think that as our so-
called civilization advances its cruelty be-
comes more and more refined. Chains
falls from the limbs of the slave, and the
mortgage alights upon his farm. The
lashes of the “blacksnake” cease, and the
rent collector knocks at his door. The
bloodhounds no longer pursue him, and
the factories hang out signs—"No more
help needed until further notice.” Phys-
ical restraint gives place to the black
list. Mental anguish is substituted for
bodily pains, and the slave driver and his
whip are succeeded by the equity judge
and his blanket injunctioh, :

Of all the sad things it has been my
lot to observe in this world of sorrow and
despair, to me the saddest, the most ap-
pealing, is the sight of an able-bodied
nan wandering over the face of the earth
in search of permission to labor. Aboli-
tionists like Harriet Beecher Stowe may
have painted, in colors that would stir the
most sluggish heart, the picture of a bru-
tal master pursuing, with whip and
hounds, a fugitive slave; but no brush
can paint, no pen can write, no tongue
can tell the sadness, the degradation and
the despair contained in that pitiful scene
of a human slave searching for a lord and
master.

Show me the horse, the mule, the cow,
that has to search for a master. Point
me out one domestic animal that has
starved to death for want of an employer.
Only idle men and homeless dogs ever
whine for a master.

Here is a very excellent description of
modern wage slavery, taken ffom an arti-
cle published in the New York World :

“Click, click, click, went the ivories,
propelled by cues in the hands of half a
dozen fair women. It was about 10 p. m.
in the ladies’ billiard room of the Wal-
dorf-Astoria; stitch, stitch, stitch, went
the needles driven by tired, grimy wom-
en. It was the same hour in a sweat-
shop in East Houston street. A sharper
contrast it would be hard to find in this
great city of social contrasts.

“The very name ‘Waldorf-Astoria’
suggests wealth, east, luxury. The word
‘sweat-shop’ is faithiully expressive of the
conditions of - modern life among the
“submerged tenth.’
~ “On the top floor of a tenement-house
in East Houston street is a front roofm
about fifteen feet square. Two long, low
tables extend crosswise through it. Over
them are bent the heads and shoulders of
twelve or fourteen women.  The ‘sweat-
ers’ are making neckties. The hours are
long; the holidays most infrequent; the
recompense meager ; the work most con-
fining. It is worse slavery than that of
the rice or cotton fields; but it enables
thé manufacturer to dine at the Waldori-
Astoria and his wife, daughter and
friends to indulge in billiards and the
champagne cup in the gorgeous apart-
ments on the fourteenth floor.”

I the wage workers of to-day are not
slaves, where is the evidence of their
freedom? To put it concisely—if they
are free, why are they not fat?

These statements may to some people
seem rather broad, but 1 make the de-
liberate assertion that the great majority
of wage workers are so compelled by
their needs to cater to the wishes of their
employers (if not to one employer, then
to some other) that they are positively—
so far as their employers desire it to be
so—slaves, and have no will of -their
own. : ;

The catise of this new slavery is clev-
erly expressed in this little poem by Will
Scott: i
“No hog was ever hog enough—

Though field and forest looting—

To try to stop another hog

From ravenously rooting.

But if some haughty hog should say,

‘These premises are mine;

Unless you want to root for me,
Don't trespass here, ye swine,

And if some pig should disabey
And ply his greedy snout,

Then would the other pigs turn in

And help to drive him out ?
Or is there but one vertebrate

From mastodon to bat '
That God has made so stupid that

He's capable of that?"

There you are. “No hog was ever hog
enough.” It was left to a two-legged
creature to discover the “sacred right of
private property.”

The world, under our present econom-

ic system, is divided into two principal
classes. In the one class are the men
in a position to say, “Unless you want o
root for mie, don’t trespass here, ye
‘swine.” The other class is composed of
t great ai i wage workers whose
only alternative is—to root for some
member of the other class, and receive,
as a reward, a portion of

To-day the state of Missouri runs a free |
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capitalists and the wage workers—the

| profit takers and the profit makers. Their

interests are antagonistic. There is a con--
stant war between the two classes, and
in that war, which we did not create, but
which we realize is being waged, we are
on the side of the workers.” ;

But meanwhile it is our earnest en-
deavor to impress upon the workers that
they must unite at the ballot box, acquire
complete control of the government,
abolish the present monstrous and un-
scientific wage svstem of industry, and
establish the co-operative common-
wealth, in which there will be but one
class—the producers—and in which all
the industries of the world will be man-
aged, by men elected by the people, in a
scientific manner, i, e, with a view to
supplying all mankind with necessaries,"
comforts, luxuries, education and enter-
tainment, instead of with a view to profits
for the managers.

THE WOMAN QUESTION

The noted 'writer, Olive Schréiuer. is
contributing to the Cosmopolitan Maga-
zine a series of remarkably brave and
seéarching articles on  “The Woman
Question,” from which the subjoined ex-
tract is taken. Socialists will find in
Olive Schreiner’s original treatment of
the question® much to support their in-
dictment of the present system. In the
December nummber of the Cosmopolitan
the writer says:
~'"We are far from asserting that the
civilizations of the past which have de-
cayved, have decaved alone through the
parasitism of their females. « Vast, far-
reaching social phenomena have invaria-
bly causes and reactions immeasurably
too -complex to be summed up under
one so simple a term.  Behind the phe-
nomenon of female parasitism has al-
ways lain another and yet larger social
phenomenon—it  has invariably been
preceded; as we have seen, by the subju-
gation of large bodies of other human
creatures, cither as slaves, subject races
or classes: and as the result of the ex-
cessive labor of these classes there has
always been an accymulation of un-
carned wealth in the hands of the domi-
nant class or race. IT HAS INVARIA-

BLY BEEN BY FEEDING ON THIS

WEALTH,: | THE RESULT. B OF
FORCED OR: OF ' ILL-PAID LA-
BOR., that the female of .the dominant
race or class has lost her activity and has
come to exist purely through the passive
performance of her sexual functions,
Without slaves or subjects to perform
the crude physical labors of life and pro-
duce superfluous wealth, the parasitism
of the ‘female would, in the past, have
been an impossibility,

“There is, therefore, a profound truth
in that universal and ancient saw which
states that the decay of the great nations
and civilizations of the past has resulted
from the enervation caused by wealth
and luxury; and there is a further and
if possible more profound truth under-
lving the statement that their destruction
has ultimately  been the result of the
enervation of the entire race, male and
female.

“But when we come further to in-
quire how, exactly, this process of decay
took place, we shall find that the part
which the parasitism of the female has
played has been fundamental. The mere
use of any of the material products of
lahor, which we term wealth, can never
in itself produce that decay, physical or
menial, which precedes the downfall of
gre.* civilized nations. Salmon at ten
shillings a pound can in itself no more
debilitate and corrupt the moral, intel-
lectual and physical constitution of the
man consuming it than it could enervate
his naked forefathers who speared it in
their rivers for food; the fact that an in-
dividual wears a robe made from the fila-
ments of a worim ¢an no more deterio-
rate his spiritual or physical fiber 'than
were it made of sheep’s wool; an entire
race housed in marble palaces, faring
delicately and clad in silks, and sur-
rounded by the noblest products of liter-
ature and plastic art, so those palaces,
viands, garments and products of art
were the result of their own labors,
could never be enervated by them. The
debilitating effect of wealth sets in at
that point exactly (and never before) at
which the supply of material necessaries
and comiorts, and of esthetic enjoy-
ments, clogs the individuality, causing it
to rest satisfied in the mere passive pos-
session of the results of the labor of oth-
ers, without feeling any necessity or de-.
sire for further productive activity of its
own. i
| “The exact material condition at
which this * point  will ‘be reached
vary, not only with the ‘race
and the age, but with the individual
A Marcus Aurelius in a palace of gold
and marble was able to retain his sim-
plicity and virility as completely as
though he had lived in a cowherd’s hut;
while on the other hand, it is quite possi-
ble for the wife of a savage chief who
has but four slaves to bring her her corn.

‘and milk and spread her ;igs:i_n tl:i;l sun,
to become almost as purely parasitic as
h i il red female of

/in our ranks.” '
vl o

e et ek sl e “Ppoket

SIGN OF THE TIMES

That was a pleasing sign of social
progress that the Austrian Socialists
gave in their late annual convention.
“The Austrian Social Democracy,” said -
Comrade Victor Adler, “stood the crucial
test; she had shown her ability to serve
the common interests of all nationalities’
and protect the separate interests of each.
The Social Democracy knows no inter-
ests except those of the working class.
The political, economic and intellectual
interests of the proletariat are the same
in all nationalities.”, A clear compre-
hension of Mr. Adler’s position will lead
on to the ‘solution of the question oiten
asked by quasi-Socialists, viz., Where is
the equity in giving to an expert, in any
line of usefu] labor, only the same pay
that is allowed to one less competent?

This is a poser to most people who are
now waking up to the necessity of a
change in political and econotnical meth-
ods.  This question has been before abler
minds than mine and has had some no-
tice in the press. Still, it is daily on the
lips of many well-meaning people who
would not combat it if they understood
the substantial reasons for its advocacy.
It is a necessity in the line of social and
economic evolution. Co-Operative trusts
are speedily closing out  individual re- .
sources, making it necessary for labor to
co-operate. ' This co-operation must be
mutual and founded upon equity to ayoid
the. enmity and strife that is so common
in competitive life. The immense debt
that any well-equipped person owes to
society when starting out in life is sel-
dom, if ever, taken into account; but,
with all his advantages over the dess for-
tunate, he appropriates to himself all the
additional advantages he and his class
can procure, ‘thus ever widening the
chasm between themselves and the weak-
er members of society, culminating in
exactly the state of affairs now beifore .
us.  The chief difference between human
and brute is the former’s ability to adapt
himself to, or change in part, his envi-
ronment, and that is why the law of the
survival of the fittest does not really or
seemingly apply to mankind with the
same effect that it does to other life.”

The practice that “to the victor be-
longs the spoils” is brutal.” It does not
have one redeeming trait. The idea that
men may rob by law, if they return a
small percentage to the church or state
is part of the same destructive philoso-
phy; and the practice of selecting the
most competent upon whom to bestow
our gifts and praise is equally unjust.

Publi¢ esteem may well be given' to
those who expend their efforts in behalf
of the common good, bui presents,
profits, emoluments and other property
considerations will soon give the already
successful additional power and lessen
the opportunity of the remainder to such
an extent that classes soon spring up,
which in turn cause envy, hatred, strife,
ete.

Any one having superior ability, of
whatsoever nature, owes all to society
save the necessary amount to sustain a
natural equilibrium. .Having received it
from society, he can only pay the debt,
Lalance the account, and maintain a true
manhood. On the other hand, those who
lack in beauty, worth and power got
from society and environment largely
shaped by society, what they have or are.
Thus society and not the individual to
any great extent is responsible. It is the
business, then, of society to so change
the environment that all may enjoy nat-
ural and equitable opportunities. We
can never produce harmony by practic-
ing discord. J. C. Weybright.

Pleasant Valley, Cal.

German Socialist Women

The last number of the Berlin Vor-.
waerts gives an interesting and extended
account of the work being done by the
Socialist women of Berlin. A large a
successful meeting was held Nove
13, at which Frau Zepler léc
“Woman in Public Life.”

The same week a call for still greater
activity came from the Socialist women
chosen to collect material, etc., for agi-
tation purposes. i ¢
. They say: *“Party Comrades: A year
rich in labor and struggle lies behind us
and the time comes again to prepare for
rew work and in general to lay out a
campaign of action.

“The number of women in the Social
Democracy of Berlin who take part in
the work of agitation except in times of
great activity in the party is compara-
tively small.

“The greater part of the comrades wait
to see what will happen for women, and

‘yet it is the highest duty of every woman

comrade to work in the first ranks for
the educatiofi of laboring women in So-
cialism. :
“It is your knowledge of this that ha
made comrades pf you, and since you
have this knowledge you must carry on
the struggle with double energy against
indifference, indolence or loss of courage




¥

_SOCIAL DEMOCRATIO HERALD, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1899.

KABLE DISCUSSION

A Rt »i-—-—‘—v—f'—"‘. it e 3
of the Social Democratic Party of Germany

g e

By L Ladoft

' The convention of representatives of
the Social Democratic party. of Ger-
many, at the city of Hanover, lasting
from the gth to the 14th of October of
this year, was one of the most remark-
able phenomena in the history of inter-
national Socialism. That convention
marks an epoch in the theoretical and
practical attitude of millions of Social-
ists all over the civilized world toward
the most vital problems of the political,
economic and social life of nations.

In-order to fully understand the mo-
Aentous import of the proceedings of the
convention now lying before us in the
shape of a bulky pamphlet, we have to
throw a cursory glance at the origin of
the Socialistic movement in Germany.
The elements of Socialistic thought and
sentiment are deeply imbedded in hu-
man nature and found their embodiment
and expression in all zones of the ecarth
and at all epochs in a more or less hazy
and misty way and manner. But the dis-
tinction of founding a strictly scientific
system of Secialism indisputably belongs
to German thinkers and agitators—Rod-
bertus Jagetzow, Karl Marx, Fred En-
gels and Ferdinand Lassalle. As -all
great social prophets and seers, they
were too far ahead of the mass of their
contemporaries to be understood proper-
ly. The mass of the German people, the
disinherited and downtrodden classes,
instinctively felt that the pioneers and
champions of modern Socialism were
their best—nay,- their only reliable—
friends.

The tremendous and unparalleled suc-
cess of the newly inaugurated movement
was and is due chiefly to the marvelous
sagacity of men like Karl Marx, the
Charles Darwin of social science, to the
true prophetic intuition and arduous in-
spiration of men like Ferdinand Las-
salle. Marx and Lassalle were the Bud-
dhas, the Moseses, the Christs of modern
Socialism—gigantic figures who inspired
their pygmean contemporaries with a
mingled feeling of awe and reverence, ir-
rational fear or boundless confidence, ac-
cording to conditions. Those who were

- dissatisfied with the social.and economic

conditions listened eagerly to the gos-
pel of modern Socialism, while those
who were satisfied and content watched
with terror the rapid spread of Socialistic
doctrines and sentiments. ?

In both cases there was no place for a
rational, impartially critical attitude to-
ward the great leaders of modern Social-
ism and their teachings. The great mass
of the people were either inchned to be
blind believers in the new revelation or
its just as blind adversaries. The criti-
cism of middle-class economists was, as
a rule, either hopelessly weak, or clearly
one=sided, and therefore prejudiced and
narrow.

The social and economic and especial-
ly the political conditions of Germany
were eminently favorable for the phe-
nomenal growth and development of the
new party. The radical elements of the
middle class mostly joined the new party,
and the rest of them were thoroughly de-
moralized by the Bismarckian era of iron
and blood. The Social Democratic par-
ty was and is recognized as the only hon-
est and reliable political party-in Ger-
many.

Is it to.be wondered at that the teach-
ings of Marx were looked upon by the
rank and file of the party as a kind of a
Bible? Is it to be wondered at that any
attempt to put an interrogation point at
the end of a sentence coming from this
great economist or his apostle, Fred En-
gels, was considered as heresy and trea-
son to party principles? Is it to be won-
dered at that the so-called Marxists were
more orthodox than Marx himself?
Nothing could be more natural, more
human, than that. :

The psychical organs of the human
bady are subject to the same laws as the
rest of nature, and, among others, to the
law of inertia. The human soul, just as
any other body, remains in its old atti-
tude till some compact from outside
pushes it into another attitude and so
on  indefinitely. Great men, like

* lenses of certain construction. concen-

trated in themselves the purest rays of
intellectual light and ethical warmth of
their own and past ages and arouse the
mass of their contemporaries from its
habitual psychical stupor. To the clari-
fied vision the old idols and gods appear
as so many dead and meaningless fe-
tiches. The old idols, gods and fetiches

‘are cast away into a heap of rubbish. But

in a twinkling of an eye these same great
iconoclasts and successiul adversaries of
idols and fetishes of the past are turned
by the- thoughtless crowd into new fe-
}ichcs and idols. Such is the irony of
ate. | .

This same phenomenon ned in
the rank and file of the ‘Sohta:%qel)emo-
cratic party of Germany, in express vio-
lation of the spirit of ifs great founders.
Fortunately, among the personal friends
of Karl Marx and his collaborators a |

~ man arose who possesses the mental in-

‘dependence and courage of convictions |

hich enabled him to throw

_tension of the political rights and free
dom of the people, or an earnest im-
_provement of the social position of the

| working class in partic
| party reserves for itself everywhere in its

power in the state. The views expressed
in this pamphlet were so heterodox, so
‘apparently un-Marxian, if not even anti-
Marxian, that they aroused a regular
storm of discussion in the party press.
1f the author had been a “middle-class
scribbler,” he would be most assuredly
ignored. But anything originating from
Mr. Bernstein's pen could not be ignored
or silenced. The discussion was the
means of arousing a great deal of person-
al animosity, as is usually the case, and

caused a differentiation of opinions and

attitudes of the whole party to crystallize
in a set of resolutions of great impor-
tance.

As opponents of Bernstein's heresy
forward, such recognized leaders and in-
spirers of the movement as Messrs.

‘Liebknecht, Bebel and Kautsky ap-

eared. Mr, Bernstein lives in exile in

Y.ondon and could not defend his own
cause, but found eloquent champions in
Dr. David, Dr. Woltman and others.
The convention consumed most of its
activity in the.debate pro and contra
Bernstein and looked very much like a
modernized tribunal against a heretic.

Let us now see what are the theses of
this modern Luther of Socialism. Bern-
stein criticised the materialistic concep-
tion of history by Marx, his dialectic
methods of reasoning, his theory of
values, the theory of the inevitable pro-
gressive economic degradation of the
proletariat under the capitalistic system,
the theory of a sudden change from the
present state of society by mierely po-
litical. means to a Socialistic stage, and
many others points, which were consid-
ered by the orthodox Social Democrats
as settled once and forever. But what
aroused most opposition were the asser-
tions of Mr. Bernstein that the Social
Democratic party ought to cease to op-
pose everything coming from the mid-
dle-class honest reformers, only becausé
they are members of the middle class;
that it ought to pay more attention to
practical problems of the day than to
hazy speculation about the future; that
labor unions ought to be recognized as
socializing factors and indorsed as such;
that the present society has to be gradu-
ally socialized. In brief, Mr. Bernstein
tried to broaden and deepen the chan-
nels and avenues of Socialistic philos-
ophy in the light of newly revised data
and conception of economic and social
life. : .
His opponents are chiefly inspired by
the fear that the broadening of views
would not result in the total eradication
of the till now sharply defined lines of
demarcation between the radical reform-
er of the middle class on one side and so-
cial revolutionists on the other, in the
flattening and loss of pigment on the
part of the specifically. Socialistic shib-
boleths so dear to the heart of the mem-
bers of the rank and file of the party, and
finally in the disheartening and loss of
faith and ardor in case Mr. Bernstein's
rather prosaic skepticism as to the “final
end” of Socialism should prevail. In-
deed, if Socialism is not strictly an eco-
nomical class movement, but a general
human revolutionary movement, there is
no need in a class conscious revolution-
ary activity, reason veterans like Bebel
and Liebknecht, whose imagination is
still alive with pictures of the sudden ar-
rival of the “kingdom of God” in.our
own days. 1f the Socialistic movement
is not a revolutionary, but a reformatory.
party, like any other middle-class so-
called reform party,” they argue, “we
spent all our life and activity in chasing
aiter rainbows like children.”

The veterans of the Social Democracy
of Germany are airaid that Bernstein’s
philosophy will prove to be an open door
to opportunism of the worst kind. The
Bernsteinists do not share any apprehen-
sions of that kind. They consider the
party strong enough to bear the full light
of truth safely.

Space does not allow us to go further
into the highly interesting discussion.
We translate here, however, the resolu-
tion of Bebel, amended by others, and
bearing directly on the pamphlet of
Jernstein:

“The recent development of the cap-
italistic 'society does not warrant any
changes of fundamental principles on the
part of the Social Democracy. The par-
ty remains on the foundation of class
struggle, The emancipation of the la-
boring class can be accomplished only by
that class. . It is therefore the historic
task of the laboring class to conquer the
political power in order to put therewith

the foundation for the highest possible”

welfare of all by the means of socializa-
tion of the means of production and dis-
tribution. In order to accomplish these

results, the party uses all means consist-

ent with its principles. Without enter-
taining any illusions on account of the
‘essence and character of the middle-class
parties as representatives and defenders
of the existing state and social structure,
our party will not decline from time to
time to co-operate with them, when ex-
pedient in the interest of the strengthen-
ing of the party during elections, the éx-

g class, the furtherance of cul-

tural tasks Ot‘il s;ruggl]e against t:axlldendt:s
imical to the people in general or the
' uiu' But the

vity its full independence and integ-

ty and considers each success gained by

as a step, b;i:;’ging it nearer to its

legisla
' stead of l:oal. and international where possible.

siders the foundation of .such unions, ‘if
the conditions for their existence are ap-
parent, as likely to improve the condition
of their members. It looks upon the
foundation of such unions—as generally
any organization of laborers for the pur-
pose-of the furtherance and protection of
their interests—as a proper means of ed-
ucation of the laboring class to independ-
ent management of their own affairs. It
does not, however, attribute to these
trade unions any decided significance in
the emancipation of the working class
from the fetters of wage slavery. In the
struggle against militarism on land and
sea and in its attitude toward colonial
policy the party remains faithful to its
previous views. The same applies to in-
ternational policy, having in view the
fraternization of nations, and, first of all,
the working classes all over the civilized
world, with the purpose of the accom-
plishment of the solution of common cul-
tural problems on the foundation of a
general federation. After all this the par-
ty has no reason to change cither its pro-
gram or its tactics or name. It there-
fore rejects decidedly any attempt lead-
ing to a veiling or shifting of its attitude
toward the existing state, social order or
middle-class parties.”

So far the resolution adopted by the
convention. The anti-Bernstein faction
of the convention was victorious. But
the real purpose of Bernstein and his fol-
lowers, as we understand it, was not to
force upon the official organization of the
party a change of principles or tactics,
but to ‘awaken the rank and file of the
party from their mental inertia, to do
away as far as possible with thoughtless
fetichism and idol worship, to arouse
their slumbering powers of criticism and

original unbiased reasoning, to revise old -

articles of faith and probe their validity
to remove the Chinese wall of so-called
class consciousness as far as it degener-
ates into class exclusiveness. And who
will deny this purpose-is accomplished
splendidly? Mr. Bernstein may err, as
any other mortal, anq not all of his
theses will hold water ; but all honest and
enlightened Socialists hailed his pam-
phlet with delight. It did a great serv-
ice, clearing the atmosphere of Soctalistic
thought from stagnating clouds of dust
and mist, like a refreshing thunder-storm
in the spring. The Social Democratic
party of America is fortunate enough to
be iree from any antiquated prejudices
and traditional narrowness. Tt exercises
a broad generosity and sincere tolerance.
It is unhamgpered by tactical considera-
tions having their foundation in a
monarchical government.  With all due
regard to such veterans of Socialism as
Comrades Bebel, Liebknecht and others,
the American Social Democrats will re-
serve. their opinion as to, the alleged
heterodoxy or heresy of Comrade Bern-
stein till the heat of the battle wiil be a
thing of the past and the light of cool
judgment shall prevail. 5

" THE PLATFORM

The Soclal Democratic Party of America de-
clares that life, liberty and happiness for every
man, woman and child are cenditioned upon
equal political and economic rights.

hat private ownership of the means of pro-
duction and distribution of wealth has caused
soclety to split into two distinct classes, with
conflicting interests, the small possessing-class
of capitalists or exploiters of the labor force of
others and the ever-increasing large dispos-
sessed class of wage-workers, who are deprived
of the soclally-due share of their product.

That cupitalism, the private ownership of the
means of })roducuon. is responsible for the In-
security of subsistence, the poverty, misery and
degradation of the ever-growing majority of
our people. -

That the same economic forces which have
produced and now 1nmnalrf the capitalist sys-
tem, will compel the adoption of Soclalism, the
collective ownership of the means of production
for the common good and welfare, or result in
the destruction of civilization.

at the trade union movement and inde-
pendent political actlon are the chief emanci-
pating factors of the working class, the one
representing its economic, the other its politieal
wing, and that both must co-operate to abolish
)t)l'l:::‘ ::plmllat system of production and distri-

Therefore, the Soclal Democratic Party of
America declares its object to be the establish-
ment of a system of co-operative production
and distribution through the restoration to the
people of all the means of J:roductlon and dis-
tribution, to be administered by organized socl-
g;)"nlr;etge xl'r:;erelst 8! thei whri)le p}:ople. and the

emancipation of societ; -
ln&l_;‘ﬁm of caplt?‘“sm. i i ron\: Hhe com
e wage-workers and all those in sympath:
with their historical mission to reullze’; h‘;ghei
civilization should sever connection with all
caplialist and reform Jﬂrlle‘l and unite with
the Soclal Democratic Party of Amerfca.

The control of political power by the Soclal
Democratic Party will be tantamount to the
abolition of capitalism and of all class rule.

The solidarity of labor comnecting us with
millions of class-consclous fellow-workers
throughout the civilized world will lead to in-
ternational Soclalism, the brotherhood of man.

As steps iIn this direction, we make the fol-
lo‘wlni lex'nnndlf:

. Revision of cur antiquated Federal Con-
stitution, in order to remove the obstacles to
full and complete control of government by all
the people, irrespective of sex.

. The public ownership of all industries con-
trolled by monopolies, trusts and combines,

3. The public ownership of all railroads, tele-
graph, telephone, all means of transportation,
communication, water-works, gas m5° electric
pllntnhand other public utilities.
i o‘im;l:' ele':.‘d:b“ﬁ-o :wngrahlp of alll 14, silver,

: y an o 2
also of all zi and Fas wells. i

e ucilon of the hours of labor in
tion to the Increasing facilities of producglrgr‘;o 1

6. The inauguraticn of a system of publle
& Jarwe Humbar of (ha Beamalorel e eat of

o e unemployed, the
credit to be utilized for that Lontd se., Hove

7. All useful inventions to to all, the
inventor to be remunerated by the public. @

tion to be made national, in-

9, Natlonal

0
accidents, lack of mﬂomon?' ot
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CALL TO ACTION

There are few communities in this
country today with?iut frosm qnf; to
adozen Socialists

us“o‘c";}tfgfsu - who are not affili-
ated with a
Socialist organization. At the last
State election in Missouri votes
were cast for the candidates of the

Social Democratic Party in nearly

every county in that State.

In almost every community a
thoroughly.wide-awalée _a]qd
earnest Socialist
w%‘l}; B':)EY with little exer-
tion could in one
week effect the organization of a
Branch of the Social Democratic
Party: -

The Declaration of Principles and
Political Demands of this party will

UNCOMPROMISING be found in this

SOCIALIST PARTY Paper; read it
and you will see

that the party is a straight, uncom-
promising Socialist organization,
recognized as such in the Inter-
national movement for Socialism.

The triumph of the Socialist cause,
which is the cause of the world

DEMOCRATIC democracy, re-

quires organiza-
ORGANIZATION tion, and without

it n;)thing can be accomplished;

|‘ this party is controlled by no indi-

vidual nor by any set of individuals
short of its.entire membership
through the referendum.

The year 1900 will be one of great
and far-reaching importance to
NEXT YEAR'S the people and

CAMPAIGN especially to the
intelligent,
wealth - producing people of the
United States; the latter have
surely by this time begun to see
the futility of any longer giving
support to capitalistic parties.
Socialists should have as their main
object in 1900 the polling of every
ORGANIZE vote possible for

WHERE YOU LIVE straight and un-

compromising |

Socialism, and to do this the co-
operation of every unattached
Socialist in the work of organiza
tion, where he lives, is necessary.

The Social Democratic Party is
now organized in more than half
How.c o eS e
ORGANIZED :
; Branches, State
Unions and a National Council. A
Local Branch may be organized
with five 'members. It will nomi-
nate candidates for President and
Vice-President next March.

Full instructions and all necessary
supplies for organizing Local
SENDFOR * (Branches may be

obtained fromthe
ISTHUCTIINE National Secre-

-
tary, Theodore Debs, 126 Wash-
ington Street, Chicago, Illiniois.
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“CHILD LABOR” 4

Delivered in the Massachuserts Legislature,
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‘'great.” i
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An a t that i¢ irresistible, hed in )
language clear, graceful and poetic, Don't fail
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Bend orders to
MRS. A. KONIKOW
1043 Washington St., Boston. |

JUST oUT

Municipal Socialism

By F. G. R. GORDON

A thirty-two page pamphlet packed with facts and
figures. An unanswerable argumentin favor of muni-
cipaliownership. The first work of its kind for popular
use. Every socialist should help to spread it.

Single copies, .. $0.05
Ten copies e B
One hundred cop o 150 ¢

Debs Publishing Co. Terre Haute, Ind
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INTERNATIONAL CAFE AND
RESTAURANT ‘

428 Grand St., Near Aﬂorﬁey
NEW YORK CITY

Prompt attention and satisfaction guaranteed
| All are welcome
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