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The Liberty Leaguers’ offensive against the man-
date given by the people in the elections of last No-
vember burst into full view during the last days of
thia session of Congress. This was clearly seen in the
efforts of the reactionary tools of Wall Street in both
the Republican and Democratic Parties to hurriedly
adjonrn and thus discredit the Roosgevelt administra-
tion in the eyes of the people by killing or castraling
the most important measures backed by labor and the
coramon people.

The Nomination of Senator Black for the Supreme

Court, in the face of this, to fill the vacancy left by the
reactionary Van Devanter, hit the floor of Congress and
egpecially the Southern reactionaries like a bombshell.
Black, an ardent supporter of Roosevelt, one of the au-
thors of the Wages and Hours Bill, a staunch advocate
of the President’s High Court Reform RBill, was the*
one Soufthern Senator who voiced the needs of the
Southern people for vital progressive legislation in no
uncertain terms. His nomination is without question
# vietory for the common people of the entire country.
Statements by John L. Lewis, chairman of the CIO,
- and William Green, president of the AFL, throwing
their entire support behind the nomination of Black
did much to quell opposition to Rlack in the Senate.
Additional pressure upon the Senate to immediately
confirm Black’s nomination, by local unions and coun-
cils of both the CTO and AT L left that body’s ac-
tions in little doubt.
: The reactionaries’ chagrin at the appointment of
Black to the Supreme Court—yet their delight at get-
ting him out of the Senate—is best expressed in the
following excerpt from an editorial in the Birmingham
Age-Herald : '

_ 'hare was joy at the idea of Hugo Black on the
suptemn bench but in some hearls it claghed with te-
#ret sl losing his services in the Senate. Contrariwise,
there was nothing. less than alarm at the thought of
Smtor Black on the High Court, but in such foeling
thers was intermingled velief at his prospective

~ ing from the Senate.”
G, . Black out of the way, the reactionaries are
naﬁvﬁ% ﬁw;l‘}hhl% seat with one of their own kind.

i A ﬁ 18 _b.gm_g‘ openly and widely backed

e Age-Herald and the Post and the mill-
OE BOOT" BE Oﬂm“’& name wag mentioned,
e Birmingham Industrial Gouneil passed

pass-

a special  resolution denouncing him,
tack and the gathering labor support fop
Green, Birmingham postmaster, indicates s
ing realization of the part labor must play in
tion of public officials. Comer, who heads 8.0
largest textile companies in Alabania, has athes
to pose as a liberal. In actual practice he ¥
opposed union organization, kept wages in his
at less than the subsistence level, and during the .-

of the depression, closed the doors of his Avondale

Mill to thousands of workers. gy <

The Filling of Black’s Uuexpired Term in tha.:m
must not be left in the hands of the political maﬁhiné
in Alabama which does the bidding of T, ¢, ths
mine and mill owners and landlords. The orlpositﬂmw
Black’s reclection to the Senate which was alveady
being widely spread through the propaganda of the rg
actionary clique in the Demoeratic Party attemutine
to consolidate its forces and choose one of jte! oW
kind for Black’s seat. But the solid South is 10 longep
the solid South in the sense that it represents the
stranglehold of the capitalists in the Democratic Party
of the South upon the common people. More and Tore
throughout the entire South the workers and farmepy
and professional and lower middle classes are coming
together in an effort fo drive the Democratic Party
towards progressive channels, Even the Birmingham
Post gave recognition lo the strength of this moye-
ment throughout the state when it recently published
a list of possible choices by Governor Graves for Black's
seat. Included in the list was William Mitch, president
of District 20 of the United Mine Workers and one of
the leaders in the Southern CIO organizational drive

BEven more outstanding than this example of la-
bor's growing political conseiousness, however, are
recent developments in Gadsden, a town of 50,000
completely dominated by the murdercusly 1'eactionar§'
policies of Tom Girdler who not only controls Republie
Steel but has a big inferest in the other large mill in
the city, Goodvear Rubber's Dixie Plant. Here the
rubber and sfeel workers in collaboration with all the
other workers and the middle class people have *
one of the most decisive steps towards indepen
nolitical action by the commoen people thronghout
South. The Law and Order Committee, initiated
the Central Labor Unjon in which both GIO and
are united, has alveady served notice that it inte
to run a slate of fair candidates in the next De
cratic primaries, These candidates will be expested
Lo back a “Little Wagner Act” for Alabama; the abos
lition of the deputization of company thugs; as we
as enforce freedom of speech, press and assen

Gadsden is not the only place where this
ment of forces is taking place. In Rirminghan
the last city election. Noel Beddow, local &
rector, ran second fo Jones mainly hecaus:
port labor gave him. That Beddow did
a larger vole than he did, or even win the
in a major part due to the fact that he di
enough support from the lower middle cla
stronger support from the unions beca
run en a clear cub program of the co ]
immediate needs, Had he openly declaved his
of a “Little Wagner Act.,”” of a housin
clean up the 22 slums of Birmingha
educational appropriations, of a p
tax burden on the poor and inerease
by repealing the sales tax., and active
among the uniens and the :




a program, it is very possible that he wonld have been
elected President of the City Commission.

In Chattanooga, too, this regrouping of forces

is going slowly forward., The appearance of the Vol-
unteer movement, largely made up of middle class
people, for the avowed purpose of reforming the local
administration in Hamilton County is a promising
sign, because not only is it a movement of the middle
class and professional groups, but many of the lead-
ers of this movement are also léaders in Labor’s Po-
litical Conference, which itself, includes representa-
tives of CIO and AFL unions. The basis is already
laid for close cooperation between the decisive vot-
ing sections of the population in Chattanooga for a
program of liberal legislation to clean up machine
politics by electing representatives of the common peo-
ple on a program of repealing the poll tax, better hous-
ing, labor legislation, educational facilities and other
- needed measures.

In the Carolinas the activity of Labor’s Non-Par-
tisan League and the organization of a League for
Progressive Democracy by liberal intellectuals and
professionals in Raleigh, the capitol of North Carolina,
is another indication of the movement of Southern
masses towards practical action in the political arena
_which will be consolidated with the forces of progress
all over the country into an American Peoples” Front
Government.

While these organizations are taking the lead in
the cities and industrial towns, a similar development
has not yet appeared in the countryside. Farmers,
embittered by the lack of legislation to meet their
needs (See Jerry Coleman’s article on a legislative pro-
'gi-am for farmers on Page 10) are in danger of falling
prey to the demagogy of the Liberty Leaguers and not
only place a tremendous block in the path of labor’s
march forward, but actually become the storm troop-
‘ers of fascism in this country and thus prevent the

" achievement of aid for themselves. Both labor and the
lower middle classes must bring their program of prog-
ress to the share croppers, tenants and small farmers
“of the South if they expect any measure of success in

_defending democracy and breventing the fascists’ at-
‘linment of power in the United States.

. Nationwide Consolidation of vigilante harbingers
\df fasclsm is becoming a realistic menace as the sharp-
‘ening of issues hetween the working class and the
""" ling class becomes more evident in the United States.
organization of vigilante movements, embryo fas-
bands, is not the only sign of this. The open state-
of reactionaries in Congress clearly prove this.
Michigan and Pennsylvania, the great industrial
Which saw the recent strikes in auto and steel
seome centers for these organizations. In Penn.
a4 4 conference of vigilante groups challenged
ity of the federal government. The
rganization among the workers in the South
t forth from the mill owners and plantation
Same sort of lawless terrorism to suppress
' movement. Such activities as the brutal
_union workers in Gadsden, the expulsion
tor Yelverton Cowherd from Laurel, Mis-
ILGWU Organizer Ida Sledge from Tu-
bpi, of Noel Beddow, SWOC Organizer,
. Tennessee, the tarring and feathering
erbert Harris and organizer George Lam-
veal a concerted effort throughout the
85 the North to suppress unionization
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rison, Carter Glass, Byrd, Smit
tives as Rankin and Cox are r
largely unorganized South tq form |
action against the march towards
led by the CIO and brogressives, T
& mass meeting recently held in Bis
Republican Representative Claire H,
gan speaking to a specially invited ang
“Constituted authority has fallen down
and East, and if the CIO is to be ope,
must do the job, We of the North
Sout'h to save us,” Many union men n
admission and hiss Hoffman and his
kick Joseph Kamp, vice-president of the Qo
Educational League which recently came
New Haven, Connecticut, to establish Souths
mittee with headquarters in Birming 413
The reactionary Souther g
zenly doing their utmost in
ting over the national
Leaguers. Such examples as the state
resentative Rankin of Tupelo, Mississippi, in
that the people of Mississippi would :
revolt if the CIO did not clear out of I
Representative Cox of Georgia who dec arg&f T wa
John L. Lewis that no second carpet baggers
tion of red organizers will be tolerated in the S
They will be met by the flower of Southern
and they shall reap their just fruits,” are n
speeches. Witness the campaign of thi
Southern Congressmen against the Wa;
Bill, the Wagner Housing Act, the Schwellenha
Allen WPA Bill and others. Jik
Said Senator Smith of South Carolina in attack-
ing the Wages and Hours Bill, “If South Carolina
living conditions are so kindly that it takes only 50
cents a day to live reasonably and comfortably, and
in New England it takes a dollar and a. half,. then,
must we raise the wages in the South to a doﬂ&l:&nd_i
a half?” Aside from the defense of the South_"-;; wage
differential which results in a lower standard of liwhg.
for the South, this statement is perhaps one of th
baldest admissions of the terrible conditions of
common people of he South yet made on the fi
Congress, N,

As Reaction Gathers its Forees labor must if3
itself. The Communist Party, thropgh ils national
chairman, William Z. Foster, has polpted_ out -
build a united people’s movement against
for peace and progress, not only must labor ur
the farmers and professionals a
labor must heal the split Wib}}gﬂ- its
road to such unity must go in the
solid labor organization. Such an
already been envisioned by the Com
its proposal to the CIO unions, the

otherhoods and other militant progr
ggnt' unions to hold a Labor Unity Co
purpose of uniting American labor on §
CIO’s program of militant progress .
of the unorganized. There can be no o
the diehards of the Executiv
To do so would be an overwheln
An.erican workers at a time when




gs they oved before. Not only has the
f 5&@&1{1}5?&-“— taken the inifiative in calllngldupog
% hw to ugpite its ranks, but it has also shouldere
mrmpmsﬂ)ihty as the most advanced section 'of the
. orking class to use its influence within all sections of
;bm' ‘movement to bring this into reality as soon as
possible. .

While the question of the unity of the z}merpan
Labor movement is the most important CO]lSld.el‘Eitlf.;l}
facing workers all over the country, it 18 partlccxll 12311~ E
important at this time that the tremendous CIO driv gb
consolidate what gains the unions have alre?ldy mad e
in contracts, higher wages and better working 001:16 hl—
tions. The leaders of the CIO, as the leac}ers_ofd he
most progressive labor movement ever or galmzethn%
ihe history of the United States, must rea lzef‘tﬁ
theirs is the responsibility to build the strength of the
unions on the basis of educating the_z union member-
ship in the fundamentals of progressive unionism a?ad
widespread participation of all union members in all
union activities. This is particularly tru'e in the{ South
where there has been an unprecedented influx of work-
ers who have never been in unions before.

‘haye never m

®,

Everyone Recognizes the Improvement of economic
conditions throughout the country, and everyone €x-
cept the capitalists recognizes the fact that at the same
Hime there are nine million or more workers in t}us
country who are still unemployed. The Roosevelt Ad-
ministration has retreated before pressure from the
Liberiv Leaguers to partially ignore the plight of
these millions and their families by cutting WPA re-
lief wholesale. The result has been that the relief
workers have been thrown back on the mercies of
state, county and city authorities. In no place have
these authorities the means for providing employment
ior the millions of unemployed. In some cases, such
as Atlanta, Birmingham and Chattanooga, the city ad-
miniztrations have atempted to cover their refusal
to aid the unemployed by actually spreading propa-
ganda, saying that the majority of those dropped from
WPA are being reabsorbed by private industry. But
even the United States Conference of Mayors, headed
by LaGuardia of New York was forced to give the lie
to this when it voted to support the Schwellenbach-
Allen WPA bill, sponsored by the Workers Alliance
which would prevent the discharge of any WPA work-
er who could not secure employment in private indus-
iry at prevailing wages. It would also furlough, in-
stead of discharge, WPA workers who secure private
employment of a temporary nature.

Labor, progressives and liberals and the Commun-
ist Party has taken the offensive against this threat
to fh__e lwmg.s_tandards of the masses all over the
country by giving unqualified support and assistance
to the National Job March which the Workers Alli-
ance led fraom every section of the United States to
_.W“WQR August 23, to bring pressure on Congress
”}f?:':fahe passage of the bill

T ‘The Japanese Military Fascists, allies of Hitler,
nal war upon thna in an effort to add the

A1 LHlinese provinces to Japanese dominated
1a. Quick to see a threat to the billions of
ars invested in China, the American
1s bitterly deneuncing this second in-
. Editorial after editorial, the country
ed out that Japan was a signatory to

.
1

the Kellogg Peaca Pact, initiated bvyﬁi;e
Yet they do not protest the invasion of Sg
and Mussolini. ‘
The question facing the American
is will they allow the American governn
with England and France to permit Japan
China what Hitler and Mussolini are trying
Spain, and what Mussolini practically unhing
i ;tnioma.
4 E'F[l‘hlhel sham of the American “neutrality” Ia
now more clearly evident than before. The New
Pimes points out: ‘
“As has long been foreseen elsewhere than in Con-
gress, the cash-and-carry poliey (of the nﬁ : : ty
laws—FEd.) might in operation make the United States
a virtual ally of Japan against China because Japan
with her naval control of the Pacific, could obtain for
cash what she needed in this country and China could
not, lacking naval power. This would be in the face of
the Nine Power Treaty which is designed to assure the
territorial integrity of China.”

The fight of the Chinese people against the
vasion by Japan is the fight of the common people
over the world against war and fascism. From the
events of the past few years: the seizure of Manchurig
by Japan, the conquest of Ethiopia by Mussolini, the
invasion of Spain by both DMussolini and Hitler, the
signing of a virtual war pact by Japan and Hitler
against the Soviet Union and now the second invasion
of China by Japan, it is dawning upon the American
people that the fascists are attempting a redivision of
the markets and resources of the world regardless of
the wishes of the people who inhabit the countries
where these exist. This can only culminate in another
world war.

Secretary of State Hull's comment on the Chinese
situation during the latter part of July contains many
able observations. For example: :

“There can be no serious hostilities anywhere in
the world which will not in one way or another affect

interests or rights or obligations of this country. . . .

We advocate abstinence by all nations from the use of

force in pursuit of policy and from interference in the
internal affairs of another country. . . . We advocate

faithful observance of international agreements, .

We stand for revitalizing and strengthening interna-

tional law.”

Fine principles . . . to which Mussolini and
ler were hypocritical enough a few weeks ago to ¢
adherence in a note to the State Department after
ceiving the American Government's statement o
icy. But it is not enough to simpiy state principle
“The time has come when our government must bo
insist that the treaties to which it is a partner must
honored,” Congressmen O’Connell, Coffee, Hill,
Bernard declared in a proposal to Secretary I
These two treaties are the Kellogg Pact which
laws war and the Nine Power Treaty, guarani
the territorial integrity of China.

To really put these treaties in practi

people’s movement it needed. This, the
Party is helping to create. At the sa
taking the lead in organizing demons
darity with the Chinese people and t}
people’s fight against fascism.



" Report of E. F. Hall, District Secretary to District
-~ Qommittee Meeting—District 17 of the Communist
Party, Birmingham, Ala., Aug. 6, 1937.

| WHEN we look for the most important difference
[ in the conditions facing our Party today and
* the conditions we faced when this District Committee
was elected in March 1936, we find it in the incon-
. testable fact of the growing legality of our Party in
the South. We do not have an open Party headquart-
. ers in Birmingham, but there are many indications
| that such a time is not far off. Known party comrades
| live openly and walk the streets of Birmingham with-
out being molested by either police or thugs. Com-
pare this with conditions of only a few months ago
when it was possible for Chief of Police Hollums to
tell the newspapers that he had instructed his officers
“to arrest all known Communists at sight and pin
anything on them to hold them.”

Yet in the space of eight or ten months we find sz
growing recognition of the fact, on every side, that the
Communist Party is a legal Party with the same right
to exist and promote its ideas as the Democratic or
Republican Parties. In its issue of July 24th the Bir-
mingham Age-Herald supports this point of view. On
its editorial page this paper warns those business
men'’s organizations that have announced their inten-
tions of “combatting Communism.”

“Let’s go slow about asking officials to pass new
ordinances, Let’s go slow about trying to deny Com-
munists their constitutional rights to preach their doe-
trines. Let’s not become Fascist in our fights on Com-
munism.”

.~ This growing legality is more evident in Birming-
(ham than in other sections of our district. But in my
‘opinion, this situation is reflected, even if to a lesser
degree, in Mobile, Montgomery, Atlanta and Savannah.
£ 18 only in the rural sections of the Black Belt, in
Mississippi, and in some industrial towns, such as
.l’r[*}gdsden, that real terror against our Party, against
%& Negro people, and against militant organization
tinues to flourish.

. The growing legality of our Party is not due to
Lthe fact that the big corporations, the steel companies
2or the landlords have begun to love us. Their atti-
le remains that of Tom Girdler and the Republie
Co. who would crush, if they dared, not only the
unist Party but every other progressive organi-
1on of the people,

relative legality of our Party is clearly not a

the reactionaries, Tt flows from the de-
1 ‘the' people for greater freedom and more
racy. Nor should we overlook the fact that our
: helped to inspire that demand through its
Work and activities.

wing legality of our Party in the South is,

part of the general extension of demo-
which we are witnessing throughout the
_The people have demanded and have won

RN WORKER

of democracy and a greater measure of

- BUILDING THE NEW SOUTH

F By R. F. HALL

security. There is a Southern differential i emo-
cratic rights just as there is in iﬁealgtégtm;niin ;ioen:gé
Southerners are still tagging behing our brothers in'
other regions. But we are one nation, North and
South, regardless of the wishes of the Tories, and they
are finding that they cannot continue to flout the na-
tiona} laws of our country. Thus, even in the South
the right to organize is becoming reality under the
Wagner Act. (Applause.)

What are the reasons for this extension of demo-
cratic rights in the South? What are the reasons for
the relative legality of our Party?

1. The whole national situation as a result of the
defeat of Landon and the reactionary forces and the
election of Roosevelt on a progressive platform, back-
ed up by what was clearly an alliance of labor and the
iprogressive forces. No one has even tried to deny that
the election results were a mandate of the people to
Roosevelt demanding greater democracy, the right to
organize, the enforcement of Constitutional rights.

2. The cleavage of the Democratic Party, even in
the South, where the liberal and progressive elements
are beginning to part company with the reactionaries.
This cleavage is expressing itself already in the prep-
aratiens for the Democratic primaries next May and
it is clear that the reactionary bourbons and lynehers
do not have, in the Demoeratic Party in the South, the
smooth sailing which formerly they took for granted.

3. The rapid growth of militant labor organization
under the banner of the CIO, especially in the mass
production industries such as steel, rubber, textile,
and auto. !

4. The fact that our Party has emerged from
its sectarian past, mobilizing all the forces of progress
against reaction, fascism and war. In this period it
has correctly brought forward the role of our Party
as the inheritor of the best traditions of liberty-loving
America. Our slogan has been “Communism is the
Americanism of the 20th Century”. The national pres-
tige of our Party has been a great help to us in the
South where our own forces are relatively weak.

5. The Supreme Court decisions in the DelJonge
and Herndon cases. In both of these cases, even a
packed Supreme Court admitted the right of any Amer-
ican, under the Constitution, to be a member of the
Communist Party. In the Herndon case, the decision
was regarded as a victory not only for our Party bu
for the entire Negro people.

6. Correct work, in spite of some shortcomings,
in the campaigns of our Party around the Jack Bar
case and in the demand for the punishmient of the fl

gers of Prof. Gelders.

HIS picture is not complete, however,
& extended remarks on the changing
ward the Negro people in the South. I d

the Jim-Crow lynch

people there is a growing tol
tion on the part of Sout



This new attitude iz a result not only of the work of
our party; it is also the vesult of those factors which
have in themselyes made for the extension of demo-
cratic rights and the relative legality of our Party.
The organizing drive of the C10 is one of the most im-
portant of these factors. It is highly significant that
the IO in organizing Negro workers is putting into
practice a policy long advocated by our Party, of abol-
ishing Jim Crow locals and organizing the Negro work-
ers on a basis of trade union equality.

At the same time, this new attitude on the Negro
guestion 18 to a great extent responsible for the new
attitude toward our Party. Inasmuch as our Party has
been the first to come forward for complete equality
and has led the struggle for Negro liberation, it could
not be otherwise. A trade union worker who after
years of prejudice learns that he must organize to-
gether with the Negro worker and struggle shoulder
to shoulder with him for better conditions, naturally
remembers that it was the Communists who first told
him that great truth. The white middle classes who
are beginning to learn that the Southern differential
which lowers their standard of living is due to the fact
{hat Negro and white are divided knows very well that
{hig is the position the Communists have always held.
White progressives are finding out for themselves
that denying the Negro people the right to vote means
cutting down the possibility of a progressive vote at
alection time, thus making a reactionary victory alil
the more probable. They cannot forget that it was the
Comrmunists who first trod on the toes of old prejudices
by shouting this up and down the land.

The best elements among the Southern intellectuals
are carrying this a step further. They begin to see the
Negro as a great and noble people. The persecution of
the Negro has awakened their strongest humanitarian
ideals and they feel the suffering and privation of
the colored race as a blot on their conscience. John
Brown is becoming a great hero to many Southerners
%urt_ured in traditions of Robert E. Lee and Jefferson

avis.

O UT of the dialectics of this situation has come the
tremendous victory in the Scottsboro Case, the
complete freedom of Olin Montgomery, Eugete Wil-
liams, Willie Roberson and Roy Wright. I am sure
that our District Committee will hail this as the great
vietory that it is, pointing out the role of our Party
:.md f_;he 'I.L.DE in this fight and instructing our Party
in District 17 to redouble its efforts for the freedom
of the five boys facing a living death im prison. (Ap-
plause.) '

Without detracting one bit from the splendid work
of our brothers and sisters north of the Mason and
Dixon line and throughout the world who sacrificed
gmd_ s‘cruggled for t;he freedom of these boys, I think
1t necessary to point out that their struggle might
have been_lm vain had it not been for the new attitude,
the changing attitude of the Southern people them-
sglves. The work of our Northern brothers, and ours,
_-t.Oo._playeti a part in bringing about this new attitude
in the South, but let us also give credit to the masses

of non-Party Southern people, workers, farmers and
intellectuals, who finally saw through this shamet: al
frame-up and out of their own decency and homsty
brought such pressure on the state and the courts as
to make possible this great victory. They have proven
how groundless were those provineial slanders of thg
Southern people uttered by Samuel Leibowitz at the
conclusion of the first trial at Decatur.

This new attitude toward the Negro question is of
great significance for us and for the Southern people,
The growing recognition of the rights of the Negro
people means at the same time a growing recognition
of the leading role of our Party. Since we have heen
from_ the start the outstanding champion of Negro
rights, we stand or fall as the Negro people stand or
£41l. We should find it highly gratifying that we are
making headway in showing the Southern white people
that they too stand or fall as the Negro people stand
or fall,

I have dealt with this subject at some length be-
cause in this period our Party must concentrate on in-
creasing the proportions of white workers to Negro
workers in the ranks of our Party. Already we see
indications of a large influx of new white Southern
trade unicnists into our Party. It will be well for us
to remember at such a time, and see that this fact is
impressed on our new comrades too, that in the South
especially we can never afford to forget how closely
wrapped together are the fortunes of the white com-
mon people, the Negro people and the Communist
Party.

HIS is not meani to encourage those comrades who

would try mechanically to force white workers or
intellectuals to accept our position on the Negro ques-
tion. We cannot cry “white Chauvinism” against
every Southern progressive white who still carries
with him, despite a generally progressive position, con-
siderable remnants of the old race prejudice. We must
approach this preblem with tact and understanding.
We must look on such a white progressive as one who
is sick, nol as one who ig malicious or bad. We must
realize that this sickness is hurting him, even more
than it is us. The encouraging fact is that the sick-

ness is curable. A sick man can be made well if he is
given the proper care.

I expect this sort of problem may express itself
very sharply in the next elections. We do not proposeé
to support lynchers for office, regardiess of what ticket
they may run on. But there will no doubt be pceasions
when, again regardless of party label, we give support
to an honest progressive candidate who has shown gen-
uine sympathy for labor and the farmers but who has.
not recognized the correctness of our position on the
Negro question. Enemies of the working class and
of our Party (and they will be no less enemies of the
Negro people) may try to make capital of our SUpport
of such candidates and charge us with “selling out™
the Negro people. But we will prove them liars DY
our constant campaign of educating the Southern whité:
people and by our unceasing struggle for the
of the Negro people, in other words, by our dee



' .;idi-ng The New South

PHE growing legality of our Party in the South ig
& eapecially important hecause the task of building
“and leading a progressive people’s movement is that
of a legal Party., The task of defending and extending
demoeracy is the task of a Party whose democratic
pights are recognized. We neced legality 1o make our
work most effective, and at the same time, every sue-
gess in this work will be reflected in more legality and
- greater democracy not only for our party but for every
progressive organization of the people,
A progressive people’s movement in the South
fhees speeial difficulties here. Such a movement we
call the People's Front. Under some circumstances
4t would be called a Farmer Labor Party, but in all
| gases, we mean the sarne thing. We mean an alliance
" of the trade unions, the farm organizations, the Negro
people and their organizations, the middle classes and
' their organizations, the left wing Parties such ag the
i- Communist and Socialist Parties, and the progressive
|'- liberal elements in the old parties. This alliance is
! formed for the purpose of organizing all those who
r
|

:
|
f
|
[
r

T EARL BROWDER
L 'ﬁ%ﬂﬁeml_ Secretary, Communist Party

'FOR A PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT

Part Two of a Report by R. . Hall

ot
3
stand for democracy against the t of fasciam
represented by the reactionary capi?;ﬁzzs-.OfThig alli-
ance, or People’s Front, fights for the interest of the
people, social seeurity, jobs, relief, higher wages, the
right to organize, the rights of the Negro pé'opl'é-' and

the eivil liberties of the whole people, It su-ﬁpo;:t'u a
program of progressive legislation and works for the
election of those candidates, generally from its own
ranks, who can be counted on to fight for such a
program.

The People’s Front is not accidentally born. It is
organized and built by the most conscious, the most
advanced, the most devoted representatives of the
common people. For us to recognize that there are
enormous obstacles in the way of building the Peoples
Front in the South should not in any way deter us
from our determination to bring this about. What
are these obstacles? We can enumerate a few:

1. The disfranchisement of thousands of ‘white
and Negro citizens through high poll taxes. '

2. The special disfranchisement of the Negro
people. ;

3. The relative weakness of the trade union or-
ganizations in the South although this is being rapidly
overcome as the drive of the CIO pushes ahead in fex-
tile and steel. : ; ke

4. The prevalence of illiteracy and the lack of
educational facilities.

5. The divigion of the population, into whites
on the one hand and the Negroes on the other.

6. The fact that since Reconstruction the reae-
tionary landlord clags has held a stranglehold on the
ruling party in the South, the Democratic Party, and
together with the industrialists who have come in later
have dominated every branch of civil and political life
in the South. The Solid South has meant the solid,
almost unbroken rule of the most reactionary elements.

These obstacles themselves show how vital a Peo-
ples Front is in the South. Nor should we forget that
the gpecial persecution, the special depths of poverty
and degradation suffered by the people in the South
Front here than in other sections where more freedom
may result in a stronger and faster growing People’s
already prevails.

L SUCCESSFUL People’s Front in the South will
strengthen the national People's Front, The eco-

nomic royalists in the North in their struggle to beat

back the rise of the progressive people’s movement

nationally have found their natural allies m'l;h u-
thern reactionaries. This is especl_al_ly true in Congress
where Southern Senators such as Byrd, Glass, Byr es,

Pat Harrison and Bankhead, and Southern represen
tives such as Rankin of Mississippi and Cox

have been _uaf'g t?ﬂl ﬂgﬁ Liberty [eggg:xg
upreme Court bill, the wages and hours

Et’?a@krﬁhe"-ﬁm; The Roosevelt Administr
knifed in the back on every occasi
landlord, Jack Garner of Texas, the
the United States. el
The reactionaries are also/
e
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the Southern landlords, a doctrineg which they have
partially succeeded in making a guiding “Constitu-
tional” principle of the Supreme Court, in order to
split up the progressive forces and to prevent the na-
tional coalition of democratic forces. That doctrine
is “state’s rights”. In 1365 that doctrine meant slav-
ery. In 1937 it means very much the same thing.

As Comrade Browder pointed out in his historic
report before the recent Central Committee meeting,
this doctrine is very much an issue today. The issue
takes the form of a struggle between Roosevelt and
the progressive forces on the one hand, and the reac-
tionary coalition opposing him on the other hand. Our
Party supports the Roosevelt position of more power
to the federal government to deal with national ques-
tions. We cannot agree with the reactionaries that
“gtate’s rights” includes the right of Southern em-
ployers to flaunt the Wagner Act and deny Southern
workers the right to organize. We cannot agree with
the reactionaries that “state’s vights” includes the
right of Southern mill owners to pay less than North-~
ern wages. We cannot agree that it means the right
of Qouthern landlords to lynch Negroes.

We know that the interests of ithe Southern peo-
ple are best served when constitutional rights, the
right to vote, wages, hours, are recognized as national
affaive within the jurisdiction of the national Con-
gress and national government.

Comrade Browder pointed out that for us the is-
que is mueh deeper and more far-reaching.

‘P ke this issue can exist at all s a sign of the in-
complete unification of the country (Comrade Browder
<aid}. 'The American bourgeoisie was never fully able
to unite our country into one nation; it compromised
with all vorts of localisms and particularisms which
livide the people. These divisions, originating under
the inflmence of precapitalizt forees (slavery, Jandlord-
lert, colonialism) have now been taken over by the
upper hourgeoisie as its strongholds in the fight against
the people. That is why the Republican Party, origi-
nally a party of national unity (under Lincoln) has
been transformed into the party of localism against
the nation.” (Communists in the Peoples Front, Earl
Browder—Price, 10¢.)

We are Southerners, and we love our South, but
we agree with Comrade Browder that:

“The setting up of the locality against the na-
tion . . . is used to paralyze all efforts at gocial legisla-
tion and t¢ prevent further democratization. Only by
fuller, more complete national unification can the eco-
nomic problems of the masses be even approached;
only thus can affective democracy be established.”
Breaking up tue juwcial dictatorship and selting
up a national electoral sysiem that guarantees the
rights of citizenship promised in the Constitution, a vi-
tal task of the national People's Front movement, will
benefit the Southern people even more than it will the
people of other sections.,

Comrade Browder pointed out that while in the
past we have conceived of the People’s Front taking the
form of & Farmer Labor Party immediately, that this
iz not necessarily the way it will work out. The Peo-
ple’s Front is being born now, he said, in the womb of
the disintegrating two old parties. It may not fully
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emerge as a fully developed party of the People's Fraont
until after the elections which have brought it close
to power or placed it in power. '

OR can we say as we have in the pa b

Republican Party and the Democratl;cs%g?; E::-_.
merely tweedle-dum and tweedle-dee, -representing'
identical interests and identical programs. As these
two old Parties begin to fall to pieces, we find the
progressives, especially the labor elements led by the
CIO and Labor's Non-Partisan League, concentrating
around the Democratic Party and having a very large
influence in the affairs of that Party. In the same
way we find the reactionaries concentrating around
the Republican Party and using it as their very own
instrument against the Administration and against
the people.

We cannot look on the Democratic Party as one
Party. We must see it as a battleground on which
{he reactionaries and progressives are fighting for con-
trol. Since we know that the interests of the people
will be served and the building of a People’s Front
hastened by the victory of the progressives, we can-
not remain. neutral. It is our Communist duty to
help the victory of the progressives in every way
possible.

This is especially important for us in the South. The
difficulties in the way of a minority party getting on
the ballot are well known, and in our own district we
were arbitrarily kept off the ballot in Georgia. In
Missisippi the requirements are so stiff that we were
beaten before we started. At the same time, the Dem-
ocratic primaries are in themselves elections and the
masses of people, once aroused, can exert real in-
fluence. It will be remembered that they did this, in
a campaign led by labor, when they voted out the
reactionary Power Trust Congressman, George Hud-
dleston, in Jefferson County.

We are seeing this issue of whom shall the Demo-
cratic Party represent already expressed very sharply
in the preparations for the Democratic Senatorial pri-
maries in Alabama. Although the primary elections
are eight months off, there is already a national con-
centration of reactionary forces and money to de-
feat Senator Hugo Black for re-election. Common=
wealth-Southern, which owns the Alabama Power
Company, Republic Steel, the du Ponts and the rest
of Liberty League crowd, are out to defeat Black be-
cause of his fight for progressive legislation, inclugi-
ing some important labor bills, and because he 18
one of the most competent spokesmen for the Roose-
velt Administration. It seems to enrage these gentle-
men beyond words that a Southern state shou}d.be_
represented in the Senate by a consistent progressives

Tt is clear that progressives will seek the re-election
of Senator Blacck and regard the election campaign
as one of the most important struggles in the en--
tire country. But if Black is re-elected he will be
re-elected by an Alabama People’s Front, perhaps
not a fully matured People’s Front, but at least by con= =
scious and determined slliance of most of the forces
that compose a People’s Front, By this we mean
labor, the middle classes, the progressives and left=—
wingers, and the farmers. Y

it is because the reactionaries understand this thal
they are attempting to block this alliance by /propa-
ganda among the farmers, seeking to turn the farms
ers against the workers and the middle classes.

We know too much about How the fagcists worked
in Germany and Italy mot to be impressed by !

SOUTHERN WORKES



It must be realized that the New Deal did
g the same benefits to the working farmers
{ did to the workers. Mr. Roosevell and Secre-
Wallace leaned too heavily for advice and support

ed the NRA, there was widespread indignation
nong the workers. But when the Supreme Court
. the Triple A, the working farmers regarded

Jesson and that they will work with the Farmers Un-
" fon, the organization of the working farmers, rather
' than with the Farm Bureau, the organization of the
)']ng farmers and landlords. But much damage has
"~ already been done.

: Coughlin, Lemke and the other stooges of the fas-
* eists have already made much capital over the sit-
uation. They are due to make even more, including
_ the defeat of Black, unless the unity of the workers
and farmers can be cemented. A big responsibility lies
|F;=gn the OIO and the progressive elements within the
" Farmers Union to bring about this unity, both by
n;'-_sfh'o'wing them the community of interests between
labor and the farmers, and also by such pressure on
the Administration as to hasten a more liberal policy
L't.owar'ds the working farmers, tenants and share crop-

| pers.
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THE probiem in the South is not only to bring to-
q gether the forces that compose the People’s Front.
Qur problem is also to strengthen those forees, to
‘help them organize so that they can play within the
" People’s Front a thoroughly effective role.
. 1. This means that we must participate in the
" QIO drives to organize the workers in the mass pro-
duetion indastries. The CIO has done a splendid job
in the South in organizing particularly the steel and
fextile workers. Communists have done ef fective
L work in these drives and have generally speaking
established themselves in the eyes of jeaders of the
I0 as devoted, self-sacrificing, union builders. We
help to put these new unions on a solid basis,
pecially by introducing and eticouraging inner-un-
democracy and by working out a program of trade
education for the new union men and women.
must build the new CIO unions, such as that
agricultural workers, the laundry workers, the
ime workers, the office workers, retail clerks and
WSD

aper Guild. In the Southern states es-
must work to build powerful uniols among
ultural workers and the lumber workers.

ide of the CIO we must pay more attention to
d workers who are in motion at this time,
o carry their organization along progressive
‘and oust the reactionary leaders. The railroad
have older union traditions than any other
South and have learned to use the ballot
ts.

en and his Southern stooges, George
Holt Ross, and Company, are econtinuing their

ve dual union policies. They are
! ice {a ainst -N'clt:f

grid iot¥ertn

.
-

iy e
give the workers the status
hers, %

But we would make
ed that the AFL members ap;
A great majority of the A
such splitting tactics and if given
organization would mobilize their
trade union unity. It is up to our Pa ;
the AFL unions in the building trades
all the ald we can to the umity move.

2. Among the farmers, tenanfs and
pers we must help build the Farmers
the progressives in that organization est
gressive leadership. Y

3. Among the Negroes we must build the
Negro Congress, which is the Negro Peop
We must concentrate on building the NAACP as
mass organization of struggle for Negro rights. :

4. We must take the necessary steps to build
ganizations among the middle classes. Ome of th
is the American League against War and Fascism.
While workers and farmers must play an important :
role in this organization, it is at the same time -
organization - which can very effectively reach large
sections of the Southern professionals and intelleet-
uals. We must realize also that one of our big prob-
lems in the South is to arouse the Southern peop
out of their indifference to foreign affairs, th
ing of isolation from conflicts abroad. The
in Spain, in which three Birmingham boys are |
ing on the side of democracy, the struggle in Lk
where imperialist Japan is seeking to enslave the Cl
ese people; the danger of the fascist war makes
tacking the Soviet Union or some other democralic -
country and thus engulfing the world in another wars '
these are things which must be brought into the eons
sciousness of the Southern people. - _LI

movement

&R
—

5. A definite part of the People’s Front m
are the unemployed and especially the main org
zation of the unemployed, the Workers Alliance, which
it is our duty as Communists to build and aid in the
struggle against lay-offs and for adequate.-_rel-iﬁf.’,__j—‘l‘-ﬁ_&
unemployed constitute a powerful reserve im the ﬁshb
for unembloyment insurance, old age pensions and
other social legislation.

6. Under this point I wish to discuss defense or-
wanizations. Another comrade will deal with this in
Jdetail but here 1 want to point out that a successiy
defense movement is in itself a People’s Fro
is important that we try to give organization
1o these riovements but we cannot be mechanic
must work with great care and tact lest we
organization and leayve out the very people for
the organization was intended. I believe t

L L]

i< the mistake which was made in the
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entral Labor Union.
the level-heads, the ¢
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WHAT COMMUNISTS WANT
IN FARM LEGISLATION s

By JERRY COLEMAN

THIS Spring, Secretary Wallace told the public the
AAA had failed to aid the lower two-thirds of the
farm population. He indicated that the administration
would give more consideration to the dirt farmers n
the new AAA legislation. Since then the signs of a rift
between the Administration and the Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, the so-called farm organization that is con-
trolled by Wall Street bankers and rich farmers, have
become noticeable. In addition, and of greater im-
portance to cotton formers, there are indications all
is not well between the Administration and reaction-
ary Southern Democrats who controlled the final form
of the Administration’s farm policy.

In 1932 farmers were going broke on 5 cent cot-
ton. Hoover was swept out of office because the masses
wanted a liberal program guch as Roosevelt outlined.
Unemployment had reached the 17 million mark.
Wages and hours had been cut and farm markets and
prices suffered accordingly.

The New Deal Administration was limited by the
rules of the profit system that caused the great eco-
nomic collapse. The New Deal had to tackle the farm
problem by methods of artificial price fixing and pro-
duction control while it tackled the basic problem of
increasing the consuming power of the masses through

lahor legislation.

The AAA tried to cut down stores of cotton, wheat
and so forth that glutted warehouses and depressed
prices by cutting down on production. The AAA con-
tracted with farmers to rent part of the land that nor-
mally yielded the major crops. Prices were fixed at
higher levels and guaranteed by a government loan
program and rent was paid on the idle acres.

This artificial attempt to help the farmers through
a searcity program could have had some results had
it not been for the sabotage and greed of reactionaries
in the New Deal Party. Senators like John Bankhead,
Pat Harrison, Carter Glass and the late Joe Robinson
all represented the banker-industrialist-landlord inter-
ests of the South. They asserted themselves as Roose-
velt's right hand men and proceeded to strangle the
AAA. Regardless of the intentions of liberals Roose-
velt placed in the Administration, they were held in
check by these reactionaries in Congress. .

The Communist Party never has and never will
endorse the principle of scarcity in a farm relief pro-
gram while “one third of the nation is ill-clothed, ill-
housed and ill-nourished” for lack of the very things
such a program denies them. However, when the gov-
ernment embarks on such a scarcity program, the
Communist Party strives for the most beneficial pos-
sible results and for constructive changes that give
more aid to working farmers. At the same time the
Communist Party advocates a program of plenty and
security, using the government’s own figures to show
that farm acreage should be increased 20% to provide
enough for at least a third class diet (given as the
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lowest health safety diet by the Department of Ag .J"
culture) for all the people, " Al
loop-holes through which re- =
the AAA and discriminated
against the dirt farmer have also given birth to a fight
for constructive change. The millions of dollars in
AAA payments to rich farmers and banks and cor-
poration farms gave the upper third of farmers g large
increase in annual income and increased the class i
vision between Wall Street “gentlemen” farmers and
the working farmers. It caused the Administration to
re-examine its policy of using the Farm Bureau as an
advisor because the Bureau interests are proven to be
the exact opposite of the welfare of millions of Ameri-
can dirt farmers.

Now that a new Soil Conservation (AAA) pro-
gram is being worked over in Congress the farm
organizations should bombard Congress with demands =
for constructive changes. The Communist Party must
arouse farmers and labor in the fight for constructive
amendments, especially around the following issues:

1. The total rental and soil conserving payments
to a corporation, or large farm should not exceed
$5,000. The payments to dirt farmers should be in-
creased, with specific guarantee in law that share
croppers and tenants on the plantations receive rental
payments on their share of the crop and all soil con-
serving payments direct. = y

2 Cotton prices should be pegged at a minimum: 4
of 15 cents per pound to relieve the dirt farmers of
the increased pressure from higher prices, highen &
rents, and increased taxes. ‘ ;

3. That county Cotton Control Committees be re= T
quired to have at least 507 representation of small”
farm owners, tenants, or share Ccroppers, white {
and Negro. The past practice of allowing the County
Farm Agent to nominate candidates and railroad elec-
tions which placed control in the hands of the most™ |
powerful financial and political interests in the county
and caused the farmers a lot of trouble, must be abol== S8
ished. The attitude toward these committees, repre=:
senting the deep-rooted hang-overs of slavery, was ex="
pressed by a Mississippi landlord when asked why Ne-
oroes were not placed on the commitiees. His reply :
wast) :‘You don’t put chickens on a poultry board, do
you? 4
The Farmers’ Union and other farm organizationss
can play an important role by nominating their own
slates for these elections and rallying their own mem= '
bers to vote in these slates. Ed Kennedy, former
tional seeretary of the Farmers’ Union and stooge for
Father Coughlin, who opposed the AAA and
agen the fight to control it, really aided the Wall
crowd and hindered the union farmers from get
some henefit from the AAA, '

4, The plantation owners signing ¢ontrac
AAA must be required to have written eon
the share croppers and tenants on the
guarantee the right to gin and sell
to lease the land for a period of at least :

N the last few vears the
, actionaries controlled




an benefit. from soil conserving work and (o gel
etion loans independent of the landlord.
ould also be included a provision barring discrimi-
fion' against any union farmer. The raw deal that

jonary county officials must be exchanged for a
« deal under democratic conditions,

TENANCY LEGISLATION

YHE Resettlement Administration, established under
the New Deal lo aid share croppers and Lenants
;{ﬂven from the land under the AAA and to feel out
g program of farm ownushxp to c¢heck the rapid rise
rl tenancy, met with much the same fate as the AAA.
adventure in this field that could have really aided
4 section of the disinherited, was sabotaged and
atrangled by the same 1(\aetmnazy crowd.

One po:smvo thing Resettlement has done, it has
‘helped give voice to the landless farmers’ cry for
land The Share Croppers Union and the Southern
enant Farmers Union had blazed the trail, Wall
Street, with its control over reactionary Cengress-
men, raised the cry against subsidizing landless farm-
ers and the C‘hambu of Commerce got out a report
trying to prove tenant aid was not ncwss,xry
The President’s Farm Tenancy Commission, flirt-
mg with the reactionaries to win their suppon had
| {o be embarrassed publicly before it allowed one white
share cropper of the STIFU as a member. This testi-

mony at the hearmgs conducted by this Commission,
ras presented by unions and landless farmers Lhem~
selves, proved the lmmedldtﬁ need of a land program
The Commisgion Hear-

' to rehabilitate the rural slums.

lolo

ojojo  mmiclo

==

gprasents 200,000 farmers

{ above shows the increase in tenancy in
tes since 1880. Out of every 100 farm-
enants as compared with 25 in 1880

There

e croppers and tenants got under {he AAA from

The po
should be ¢
Boilean _'E:“_
plowdes

tectwgly, but w
on their own lan
program under the
dirt farmers through proy
tions and gpecific ingtruction

mittees must be actual wo rking
ants. Discrimination on 1
lines is specifically pm;é i
would be one and one-hal
per cent provided in th ]
Bill omits aid lo co-operatives
provides for it. Under th
tand would Be held by the Fa
tion until it was paid for,
or eviction by any bank, insuran
creditor. The Bankhead B ™

tfor the purchaser, '

The 1,r0gu,<;swe featurea df 'ﬁh
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can ﬁght, for as ameudments:
the next session of Congress.
bunch will be in C‘onmess next
progressives. A strong fight will h
get progressive amendments passed,

THE FARM LOAN ACT V.

T the height of Wall Street’s strike-
against the steel workers anﬁ the C
Roosevell voto»d the Farm Loan |
“econo‘ny * Roosevelt, giving in
Wall Street, showed very clearly the need
farmer-labor aldance to keep mi
from being pawns of the bankers, It
zations had given whole-hearted supp
strike and if the CIO and AFL had git
to the Farm Loan Act, it seems 'pr.'e ty
steel strike would have been more suc
Roosevelt would not have wilted und
blast and vetoed the farm bill. )
The small farm owners depending on
erop loang will have to redouble t :
the support of labor if they are:
and Congress provide federal loans whi
private credltar«. hold out. -

m
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ons. The Frazier-Lemke Mortgage Re-Finance
Bill contains inflationary money-raising schemes that
must be amended. Taxation and the tax structure
should be reconsidered by Congress because today the
farmers bear the brunt of taxabion while banks
rporations do not have as high a rate of taxa-
ad in addition have dodged taxes with impunity
for years. The Sales Tax laws in the various states
l&a&[ﬂ be repealed and increased taxes on corporate
| profits, should be instituted. A graduated land tax
‘should be passed to aid in checking the concentration
»f land in the hands of the banks and corporations.
‘In 1910 only 19% of the farms were 1,000 acres
I and over, Tenancy has increased from 35.3% 1n
1600 to 50 per cent in 1936, More than 809% of
the Negro farmers are tenants or share croppers, In
1984 it wa srevealed that 67,302 farmers belonged to
111 insurance companies and 21,447 farms belonged
to 170 banks. :
| Homestead Exemption laws, that exempt home-
“steads. valued up to $5,000, should be passed in every
| stafe. State laws with smaller Homestead Exemptions
‘should be amended upward to $5,000. In Mississippi
60,000 farms were expropriated for non-payment of
‘taxes in the first nine months of 1932. Between 1933
and 1936 the states came into possession of 800,000
farms because farmers were unable to pay their taxes.
‘ANl county, state and federal funds going to the
Farm Bureau Federation through the Extension Serv-
ice and otherwise should be stopped at once. The
United States Senate investigation of the Farm Bu-
reati gave abundant proof that it was a racketeering
outfit that exerted its influence to raily farm support

The following is the text of a Resolution on the
Seotishoro victory, adopted by the District Committee,
Distriet 17, Communist Party, August 6, 1937, at en-
larged commitiee meeting at Birmingham, Alabama.

SIX and a half years of heroic struggle have at last
/ produced a magnificent victory in the Scottsboro
Case. The four out of nine innocent Negro Boys who
have now been set free owe their livés to the workers
and farmers, liberals and progressives, not only of the
South, but of the whole nation and the whole world,
m have fought so bravely and so long for their re-
ease.

~ More has been won in this vietory than the saving
of the lives of four innocent boys. Al victory has been
won over the lynch methods of the big landlords, over
the vicious Jim-Crow system which results in poverty
\and oppression for the Negro people. A victory has
been won against the attempt of reactionary big in-
dustrialists to keep the unions weak by keeping the
-ﬁo’x‘kers_ divided. A victory has been won over all the
forces of reaetion and tyranny which are pressing to-
- wards fascism.

. This victory has been made possible by the broad-

* est united action of trade unionists, liberals and pro-

gressives working together in the Scottsboro Defense
~ We Communists are very proud of the role our
~ Party has played in mobilizing and organizing this
R - g

All Scottsboro Boys Are Innocent

for reactionary political interests and Wall Strest
sponsored legislation allowing graft and profiteering
by the banks and corporations.

THE WORKER-FARMER ALLIANCE

T is clear that neither labor nor the farmers sepa-

rately can exert enough pressure to win what is due
them through the county, state and federal legislative
bodies. Nobody knows this any better than the reac-
tionaries who are exerting every influence to split
the farmers away from labor and line them up with
fascist movements.

In Alabama, for instance, there is no reason why
the sheriffs and other county officials in Walker, Eto-
wah and other strong union counties cannot be union
men or union supporters. There is no reason why their
representatives in the state legislatures canmot be un-
ion men. There is no reason why progressives cannot
be sent to Congress in 1938 by a strong worker-farmer
alliance. '

The Communists in the cities and towns and on
the farms must carry on a persistent educational cam-
paign to show all workers and farmers the urgent need
of a worker-farmer alliance and help in initiating joint.
actions. Successful work in this direction will show the =
need and prepare the broadest struggle for the right
of Negroes to vote. |

The split in the Democratic Party and the Repub-
lican Party, isolating the reactionaries and destroying
their influence, the building of the People’s Front '
against fascism and for progress depends on the rapid
development of a strong worker-farmer alliance.

|
|
i

broad defense group and in supporting and assisting
in its work. We are also very proud of the role played
by the International Labor Defense, which kept the
boys alive until the united committee was organized,
and which has ever since played a leading constructive
role in the work of the united committee.

A SUBTLE but vigorous campaign is being carried
on in the press to save the faces of the reaction-
aries who have been defeated in the Scottsboro Case.
The purpose of this campaign is to convince the peppi&_
that the Scottsboro Case is over and that the lives :
of the four who were released were bought at the ex- |
pense of abandoning the fight for the other five. The

statement of the Scottsboro Defense Committee that
the fight will go on has exposed the real nature of this @
campaign. The truth ig that the release of four of the §
defendants is the first

fruit of the campaign and indi- |
cates that continuing the campaign will win freedom |
for the others. The prosecution’s admission that somes
of the defendents are innocent is an admission thats
all are innocent, because the evidence is the same as
to all nine.

been won. We declare that nd’
the case, but brings the defense into a new andif
stronger phase. We call on all unionists, liberals z_md
progressives, and all who believe in liberty and equaiig
justice, to carry on the ficht until all nine Scottshorogs
Boys are free.
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irom A Southern
Vorker in Spain

e young man on the cover is Kenneth Briden-
Southern worker and member of the Communist
who is fighting in Spain on the side 'of the demo-
gratic government.. This letter to a friend and co-

tker in Birmingham is printed below as it appeared
he BIRMINGHAM POST.

0, Ed Levett
etary, Workers Alliance
Birmingham, Alabama
‘Dear Sir and Brother: i

[ presume you are still secretary of the Workers
Alliance, so 1 am sending you this letter which 1 hope
an be read in all the locals,

Maybe you and some of the brothers have been
yondering what happened to me. I know I've been
thinking about our organization and all the men and
‘wondering how you have been getting along.

To tell the truth, I didn’t want to leave—in a way.
1 know the Workers Alliance in Birmingham is going
 ahead toward bigger struggles and better victories
for the men and women who have to work for a liv-
" ing and I wanted to have a part in those struggles
' and victories. After all, Alabama is my adopted state,
' my home, and those are my people.

But when I say I didn’t want to leave that has
to be explained. Nobody made me leave and nobody
| used any pressure on me. On the other hand, tough
as it's been for us in Alabama to gain the right to live
and fight those reactionaries who would take away
all our rights, and even our work and wages, I kept
thinking of others that had it tougher. Especially dur-
ng the last months T kept watching the developments
“the fight of the Spanish people against the Liberty-
eaguers, steel-barons, big landlords and other re-
onaries and so-called aristocrats in their country.
What really galled me was the way Hitler
Mussolini came in with their guns, airplanes,

5, and bombs, to kill men, women and children
‘didn’t want any more than to be let alone, to work,
and get a little education and improve their con-
on. The thing that scared me was the thought tl';at,
sseism and nazism mean what they were trying
in Spain, then it probably wouldr’t stop in Spain.
q, if allowed to /

s to go on, would get to us sooner or later 1n
orm or another.

foured that those two blood crazed dictators,
ers and rich backers had to be stopped
all if there was going to be any demo-
f6 in the world at all. _

' was only 2 step from that to the decision
it. You Brothers know that I

ingham. T

fought, I want to do my share

Albacete, Spain

go on, and it has clearly shown .

gle to gain, what we thought was
1 This is a tougher fight

practically every place in the world are here fighting

in the International Brigade of volunteers aga
fascism because they know it’s'iii'ﬂ‘;;el%nt‘m "l

There are German workers who came to strike
a blow here against Hitler who srﬁﬁ'slféadm%hi?r %5
unions; Italian workers hitting at Mussolini for en-
slaving them and making their living conditions the
worst in Europe, workers from the South (I've met
se'vergll from Alabama and there are 3 numbe'r’:’ from
Birmingham), workers from everywhere who want
democracy enough to fight for it.

I am proud to be one of these men (most of them -
from unions and labor organizations at home) and I am
proud too that the Americans are so well represented
and have proved themselves so well.

There’s one more thing that I think aght to
mention. That is the role that the -'Gomm}n?igggta;g.
the _C"ommunist Party are playing in the fight against
fascism. From the first shot of fascism the Com-
munists have been right in the front ranks in the fight
to defeat it. ;

Youwve probably guessed it, but I wanted to tell
you that I am a Communist. I joined the Communist
Party of the United States after I saw the stand they
took on organization, wages and conditions for the
workers back in Alabama. And, if T hadn’t realized
how right they were in the interest of the common
people, and how they can stand the gaff under fire, T
saw it here. B

Well, I just wanted to tell you that I hadnt left -
the struggle. Communists never do. As long as there
is something to be done by and for the common peaple
the Communist Party will be there trying to do if, ‘to-
gether with anybody else who wants to fight for prog-
ress.
Yo don’t let them cut the WPA quotas, while
1 try to maintain Alabama’s good name in the fight for
pread, freedom and democracy here. ' '

Down with Fascism and Reaction!
Good luck to the Workers Alliance.

Fraternally, :
Kenneth Bridenthal

JOIN NOW! ..

After reading the Southern Worker, 1 can
the Communist Party is the best political
which fights for the demands and rights of
people of the South.




I'MAGINE a country in which there is no unemploy-

ment whatever, in which theve is a job for every min
and woman who wants one, doing useful work at
comfortable living wage,

Imagine a country in which, year after year,
wages continue to po up and prices continue to go
down,

Imagine a country in which everyone cuan pet the
medical care one needs, in which every child can gel
an edueation, not only grammar and high school, but
eollege and technical education, regardless of hig par.
ents’ means,

Imagine a country in which no one his
about what will happen to him when he s forced to
quit work because of disability or old age, and in which
gveryone gets a vacation with pay cvery year

Tt sounds like heaven, deesn’t it? But it 150’
heaven, it's just the cold facts about the life of every
person in the Soviet Union today.

During the years from 1920 to 1936 every capital-
ist country—every country in which the bosses own
the machinery of production—went through a greal
erisis and depression, Machinery came to a halt
thousands were thrown out of work and faced starva-
tion. But, in the Soviet Union, the progress ol the
people toward a better lite did not even slow down in
those yeavs. Instead, production in large-scale indus:
try in the Soviet Union increased in 1926 Lo more Lhan
four times what it had been in 1929, In the rvest of
the world production was slightly less in 1936 than it
was i 1929,

T 1932 and '88-—vyears that marked the bollom of
the depression for the capitalist world—the U, 8. 5. R,
suceessfully completed the first of ils groat Five Year
Plang and launched a second, This year, 1937, the
Second Five Year Plan iy drawing to a close, Let us
fake a look at what these two plang have accomplished.
~ Wages have steadily increased and are still stead-
ily increasing. The average wage of 1936 was 22 per

. eeut highep than it was in 1084, And the average wale
f L of 1986 was 21 per cent higher than {that of 1936.

B ey

to worry

LAND OF BUILD

By LARRY FRENCH
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When this yenr 1s over and the average wig
is worked out it will show a similar steep
And farm income hag kept pace with w
day the average Russlan member of a coll
gola about 100 times the annual income that ke
a peasant under the Czar, ]
Hours of work have been cut down until no o
works more than seven hours a day, five days a w
with one full day of rest (the Soviet weel i six
long mstead of seven). R
Production, the index of a nation's real income
has climbed as steadily as wages. Industrial produe~
ton inereased six per cent in 19388, 18 per cent in "84,
20 per cent in '86, 81 per cent in "36. A leultural
production has been stimulated by the development of
collective farming and use of machinery, with the res
cult that the harvest was an all-time record for the
country and that of 1936, in spite of a drouth, was als
most as larige.

WA(H‘) increases tell only a small part of the story
of the inereased lving standards of the Soviet
worker. A preal social security system has been devel-
oped which takes care of all the aged and also all who
are disabled or oherwise unfit to work. Unemploy-
menl insurance exists although every able-bodied
person has work., Bvery person has free medieal and
dental care, Wducation in the colleges and techniecal
aehools ig not only free butl, in many Cases, the stu-
dent receives an allowance from the government while
he studies, to prevent his being a charge on his family,
The povernment spends huge sums avery yeir on the
construction of new schools, kindergartens and play-
erounds, new theaters, parks and recreation centers,

And every phase of Soviet life is planned out acs
cording to the desire of the people. The produﬁﬁ@n-
sehedule of a factory is planned in advance by the
workers i1 that factory, All the plans are co-ordinate
into one big commission of representatives of all ot~
cupabions and all sections, In this way things are
accomplished which would be impossible in the plan €88
chaos of eapitalistic America. : ‘

In len years the people of the Sovie ion
nave performed a miracle. They have tra 8
backward, feudal country into a modern -'
nation, And they have achieved and cOnso
friumph of Socialism in their coun ieh
could not. be performed by peo
Aatership of o minority over a majority
Queh a miracle can only oceur when the ere:
and genius of a people is sot free by liber
from the oppression of an exploiting class, It can ¢
oceur when tho colleetive effort and nitiative
poople is guided by a vanguard party, suel
‘Communist Party of the Soviet Union und
Jeadey, .J‘ﬂk&%hﬁ Stalin, \
~ Today the reactionary big




MAGINE a country in which there is no unemploy-

ment whatever, fnwhich there Ina job for every mian
and womun who wanta one, dolng usaful work at &
comfortable lving wage,

Imagine n country in which, year after year,
wages contlnue to go ap and prices confinue o go
down,

Tmagine a country in which everyona ean get the
medical care one needs, in which every child can get
an edueation, not only grammar and high school; but
college and teehnical education, regardless of his par-
ants’ means,

Inging o eountry in which no one has Lo worry
aboub what will happen Lo him when he ig foread to
quit work because ol disability or old age, aud in which
everyone gels a vaeatlon with pay every year,

It sounds ke heaven, doesn't it?  But it jsn’t
heayen, iUa just the eold facts aboul the life of every
peraon in the Boviet Union {oday.

During the years from 19249 {o 1936 every capital:
5l countey—every counlry in which Che hosses own
{he machinery of produelion—went through a great
evisin and depression. Machinery came to a bl s
thousands were thrown out of work and faced starva-
tlon. Bul, in (he Soviet Union, the progress of the
people toward n betier life did not even slow down in
those years, Instead, production in large-seale indus-
fry in the Soviel Union inereased in 1936 to more (han
four limes what it had been in 1929, In the rest of
the world production was slightly legs in 1936 than it
was Dy 1929,

I 1982 and 33 —years that marked the
the depression for the eapilalist world-—the
aucesssfully completed Lhe first of its great Five Year
Plana and launched a seeond, Thiy year, 1937, the
Second Pive Yoear Plan is drawing to a cloge, Let us
take a look at what these two plang have accomplished,

Wages have steadily inereased and are still stead-
ily creading. The average wage ol 1936 was 22 per
L oend highes than it was in 1084, And the average wage
Cxef & 8‘ wid 21 per cent higher than that of 1935,
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When this year i over and the average wagoe foe " 5
i worked out it will show s similar steep Inerenss,

And farm income has kept paes with wages, Tos
day Lhe average Rusalon member of a gollective farm
gebn aboul 100 thmes the annual income thit ho ol ne
a peasant under the Czar, s

IMours of work have baon cul dawn IHIHI 1o one
works more than seven hours o day, five days & weelk,
witl one full day of resl (the Soviel week i six days
fong instend of seven),

Production, the idex of & nation's real Ineome,
has climbed ag slendily as wages, Industrial produes
tion inereased six per cont in 1088, I8 per cent fn "84,
20 per cent In '8H, 81 per cent in W6, Agrieultural
prodaction has heen slimulated by the devaelopment of
collective farming and use of machinery, with the res L]
wilt thut the harvest was an all-fime yocord for the
country and that of 1986, in gpite of a drouth, was als
mont ws large,

w AGI inerenses tell anly a small part of Lhe story
af Lhe inereased living glandards of the Hoviet
worker, A great social socurity system has been devels
oped which takes cave of all the aged and also all who
are disabled or oherwise wit to worl, Unemploys
menl. insurance exists  although every able-bodied
person has work, livery person has free modical and
denlal cave. Bducation in the colleges and fechnical
achools s not only frec bul, in many cases, the stu.
dent receives an allowance from the government while
he studies, Lo prevent his being a charge on hig famlily.
The government spends huge suny eévery year on the
construetion of new schools, kindergarbeng and play-
srounds, new theatevs, parks and recrealion cenlers,
Aud evary phase of Soviet life is planned qul ags
cording to the desive of the people, The produetion
sehoedule of a factory is planned in advance by the
worlcers in that factory, All the plans ave co-ordinated
into one big commission of representatives of all og-
cupations and all sections, In this way thin # are
aceomplighed which would be impossible In the p{{mﬂm 3
chaos of capitaligtic America, 14
In ten years the people of the Soviet Unien
have performed a mivacle, They have transformed &
backward, feudnl country into a modern ing al
natlor. And they have achieved and copsolidate
triumph of Socialism in their ggu._{lﬁr:si Sneh am
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copld not be performed by people lving
fatoeship of # minoriy ovar & majority of fhe
Steh a miracle can only oceur when the creallve o
and geniug of o people {8 set free by lberating |
from the oppression of an explolting clags, It can
oecuy when the calleetive effort and initiative o
people in gulded by a vanguard party, such g
Communist Party of the Soviet Union under
leader, ;'J'oae&h Stalin, i i
~ Today the reactionary big capitalist
foarful of losing thelr power to the
.. are conduoting i wa




These are the children of workers in Moscow fac-
tories. These little sun-tanned and strong volley ball
players receive the best possible medical attention
free at day nurseries, run by the factories their par-
ents wm'k in.

e Year Plans that the 1eutxomu ies cannot carry
on any broad campaign in the Soviet Union. They are
forced to get individuals to act as spies for them to
prepare for a war against the Soviel Union and to act
as wreckers fo try to slow down the triumphant
growth of Socialist industry. But, even in this at-
ftempt, they have failed. The vigilance of the people

has e‘cyowd these spies and wreckers and gotten rid

of them.

The capitalist-controlled newspapers of our coun-
try have nothing to say about the tremendous vie-
tories of the Soviet Union on the economic front. But,
when a nest of spies and wreckers in the Soviet Union
13 uncovered and executed, they shriek “dictatorship”
and raise a great outery. But they will not succeed in
deceiving American workers by (his trick, because
‘these are the same new o pers that tell lies against
the unions and against the interests of the common
‘people in our own count.ryA
_ Side by side with the achievement of Socialism
in the Soviet Union goes the achievement of a new
and higher form of democracy. The first great for-
ward step in this direction was the adoption last
iyear, of the new Soviet constitution, the most demo-
eratic constitution ever written. The fact that this
fnew constitution could be adopted indicates that eco-
momic classes, and with them the exploitation of man
| man, are dlsappearmg from the Soviet Union and

lism is progressing toward its final and most per-

,fﬁm—-Communmm, the c!asslesq society.

‘magnificent things :
tead, they are aIready up
: f’lam, more ambitious than the other
: ched next year.

park to 20th
ings and tearing do
areas. s

Frank Liloyd W

architect; recently w

Congress of Soviet.

the rebuilding of the capital .
Soviet construction projec

of what he had to say:

“Recently at the Moscow buill
splendid exposition of plans a: {
ings, towns and cities in the So
could not be equalled

“I beheve the Ru

fool by euperﬁczal pretense

“If they worship heroes-—-well-—
belong to them—to the people.

“If they are proud of their achi
achievements are by way of th
hands. Achievements, too, belo:

“Out of the new Freedom tha
should come other great art treasur
I am taking back home with me an impr
accomplishments—the greatest hop' It
for the future life: on earth.t -

of the Commumqt Party. she
hundredq of wur]ters for her devobwn to




The path of destruction cut by Franco’s troops on pcacefu]
Spanish eities dispossessed and made homeless countless adults
as well as thousands of children. Dr. Norman Bethune, world
famous chilll specialist of Canada, who has just retuwrned from

war-torm Spain where he has been mending shattered little
badies, says:

“There were thousands of children
along the road. We counted at least 5,000
under 10 years of age, at least 1,000 of
them bare foot and clad only in single
curments. They staggered and stumbled,
with cut and bruised feet, along the white
flint road while the fascists bombed them
from the air and from the sea.

_“Qur cars were besieged by a mob of
frantic mothers and fathers who with
tired, outstretched arms, held up to us

. their children with their faces swollen
and congested by four days of hunger and
sun dust.

SAVE THE CHILD VICTIMS OF FASCISM
“How could we choose between a child
dying of dysentery and a mother stolidly
watching us with great, sunken eyes car-
rying against her open breasts her child
horn on the road two days before”

Multiply Bilboa a thousand fold and you have the picture of
the plight of hundreds of thousands of Spanish children. These
children must be fed; they must be clothed, and they must be
housed in the hundreds of homes the Spanish government has
taken for this purpose.

: Here is YOUR chance to alleviate tre-

~ mendous suffering and give a home to

) ) . these countless fascist-made orphans
:  where their little worn bodies will re-

~— ' ceive expert nursing care. DO NOT DE-
LAY. Send your contribution immedi-
ately.
) $550 will equip 2 home for 20 war orphans
) 250 will equip bedrooms for 20 war orphans
) 180 will maintain a home for 20 war or-
- . phans for 1 month

). 100 will equip a kitchen and office for 20
)

)

)

war orphans
50 will equip'a classroom for 20 war or-
. phans
30 wgll provide equipment for 1 war orphan
12 will equip an infirmary for 20 war or-
phans
9 will maintain 1 war orphan for 1 month
4 will maintain 1 war orphan for 2 weeks
- 2 will maintain 1 war orphan for 1 week
) 1 will maintain 1 war orphan for 1, week
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Make, cheeks payable to Helen W, Giffo ! : 3
LG ; abl i r{l, Treasurer, Novth ) -
Jmittse to Aid Spanish Democracy—381 Fourth Avenue, LNelw Yﬁ;ﬁ?ucan Goa-

RIS EOREIDBYON of ‘..., 18 40 b applied to the purpose checked,
T ot el
Address. o -2 9

a?mciiai%hﬁm COMMITTEE TO AID SPANISH DEMO CRAC
' . A T e , Xty \_f__!_i"\'_.: Herimen P. Relssip, Exedutive
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