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PREFACE

The second volume of Soviet Russia embraces twenty-six issues, or half a
year, as it is the custom of many weeklies in America to make each six-month
period a new volume. Our first volume had thirty issues (June 7 — December
27, 1919), but does not exceed the present (second) volume in the number of its
pages, as none of the 1920 issues of the weekly has less than 24 pages, while many
numbers in 1919 had only 16 pages.

: The period covered in the present half-year is again one of victory and ac-

complishment for the Soviet Government. The past half-year saw the completé
and final overthrow of Denikin’s counter-revolutionary effort; the final act in the
immense retreat of Kolchak, terminating in his death; the beginning of the fool-
hardy Polish offensive that was to result in jeopardizing completely the position
of the Polish governing class and to compromise hopelessly France and the other
Western powers that had encouraged Poland in this stupid and imperialistic en-
terprise.

In the domain of peace, Soviet Russia has achieved results not only more
brilliant, but of more permanently satisfactory character than those attained in the
field of war. The volume presented herewith contains the full text of treaties with
Great Britain and with Esthonia, and, no sooner had the volume closed, a treaty
was also signed with Lithuania, to be followed, on August 14, by a complete peace
treaty between Soviet Russia and Ltavia; neither of the latter text has as yet
reached us, but both will be included in Volume Il of Soviet Russia.

We hope to make Volume Ill of Soviet Russia in every way as distinctly
superior to Volume II, as Volume Il is already superior to Volume I.

The Russian Soviet Government Bureau

New York, N. Y., August 23, 1920.
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1920 and After—A Promise and A Prospect

TI:[ENewYork Times of December 24th (the day
before Christmas) has an important news fea-
ture on its first page, from which we quote the
following:

During the discussions on the London conferences ex-
Premier Barthou questioned M. Clemenceau on Russia,
ln)nd tl‘ﬁ:’mm said Russia had been discussed previously,

ut a :

“I will tell you the two principal decisions we have
taken. Not only will we not make peace, but we will not
compromise with the government of the Soviets. We have
decided that we will be the Allies of all peoples attacked
by Bolshevism.”

We invite our readers to consider with us the
significance of these words. And a reference to re-
cent etvilents in the Baltic region will %in in aqil;n
fyi e prospect suggested by them. eral Yu-
d?n?;h is e:feft:ltand the further use of Esthonian
troops by him is practically impossible, probably
because of the absence of remaining able-bodied Es-
thonians for drafting. It is now reported that he
will go to Riga to organize a Lettish army for use
against the Soviets. Lettonia is to the southwest
of Esthonia, and the “peoples” attacked by Bolshe-
vism,” ie., the peoples among whom the Allies
make their preparations to fight the Soviet Gov-
ernment by mili means, seem to be found to
the west of where they once were. It will be Kur-
land next, and Poland (already the Allied press
reports preparations being made by the Soviets to
attack Poland, i.e., the Allied intention to continue
using Poland as a basis of attack on Soviet Rus-
sia). How soon “Bolshevism” will “attack” Swed-
en, Norway, Denmark, Holland, and Belgium, we
cannot tell, but there is no doubt that MM. Clemen-

ceau and Lloyd-George will use all countries lyin
to the west of those that have made alliances witﬁ
Soviet Russia, for the raising of counter-revolution-
army armies for the crushing of the growing Sov-
iet ‘fmnt. We may confidently expect, therefore, to
find Yudenich, before all of us have passed away,
moving from Berlin to Brussels, with the object of
raising a Belgian army, after the German people
have tired of the thankless and ignoble task of aid-
in{:g to take away self-determination from Soviet
ussia.

Of course, it is not certain that this will be the
precise course of events. History does not al-
ways move in a straight line, although its general
direction may be clearly discernible. At present
its course is more like that of a purposeful but cap-
ricious flash of lightning, a zigzag line with defin-
ite points.at both ends, but irregular motion be-
tween them. So that it is cl:ute ible that Yuden-
ich’s trip to Belgium may have mme unnec
through previous arran nts between the F:::Z
or English people and tEose of Soviet Russia.

Every time it is announced that Soviet Russia is
about to attack one of its neighbors, you may be
certain that it has just made a peace offer to that
neighbor, and that MM. Clemenceau and Lloyd-
George are egging on the neighbor to organize
counter-revolutionary armies against Soviet Russia.
For instance, simultaneously with the news of the
pr(:Eosed Soviet attack on Poland, comes the news
of the Soviet peace offer to that country.

Let us assume the possibility, however, that the
westward motion of European counter-revolution
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may not materialize, and that, instead, it may move
eastward and swallow Soviet Russia, forcing the
regime of the past on the people that have tasted
the future. This would mean a prospect of very
different nature. The approved historical parallels
would here be found in the cruelties practiced on
the defeated Communists after the fall of Miinster,
in Westphalia (1535) ; the bloodbath of executions
perpetrated by the triumphant bourgeoisie after
the Paris Commune (1871); the White Terror
which has only begun its operations against the de-
feated Hungarian Communists, and which is re-

orted already to have “executed” 1,500 persons

fore the end of 1919.

But these cruelties, which it is certain would be
racticed in Russia by Allied counter-revolutionary
orces on a far grander scale than in any previous

restorations of “law and order,” are merely a sug-
gestion of what it means for a proletarian govern-
ment to be overthrown by a triumphant . “restora-
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tion.” The tale of the Paris Commune, for instance,
tells us only of the 30,000 or so of innocent men
and women that were slaughtered by Gallifet’s
bands: it does not tell of the physical and mental
suffering of a whole people that had seen its vision
of the future blasted. What this would mean to the
hundred million or so of persons in Russia, who
have already lived in the new era for two years, can-
not be estimated alone in terms of the million or
so of active Communists who would be murdered
by the invading armies. Nor would the tyranny
and reaction that would then set in, be the true
measure of the Russian defeat. The real misery
would be the complete loss of faith in life, of faith
in the present and the future, on the part not only
of the Russian people, but also of large communi-
ties elsewhere in the world.

These would appear to be the possible experi-
ences for Russia if the Allies were capable of
inflicting them—which fortunately they are not.

The Military Year in Russia

Political and Strategical Reflections

THE year 1918 was a characteristic revolu-
tionary year in Russia, and cannot be dis-
cussed from the military point of view. Here and
there, throughout the vast territory of the late Rus-
sian Empire, from the Baltic to the Pacific, and
from the Arctic to the Black Sea, as well as in
Transcaspia and Turkestan, unorganized fighting
between the Soviet armed forces and counter-re-
volutionists, proceeded with extreme sharpness.

The Red army in those early days could not be
considered as a properly organized tactical unit,
acting in harmony according to a strictly fixed plan
of campaign. These forces were of purely revolu-
tionary character, created in the past by peasants
and workers, and their general aim was the de-
struction of the dispersed reactionary units, thus
preventing them from uniting in one strong counter-
ter-revolutionary body.

Practically the Reds in 1918, in spite of the un-
organized character of their fight against the
Whites and the Allied invaders, accomplished a
task of great military importance. Their constant
activity and superhuman sacrifices in the face of a
series of very serious reverses, prevented the invad-
ers from creating a single front in Russia, and
on the other hand only thanks to the splendid
and most vigorous fighting ability of this vanguard
of the Russian revolutionary army, was the real
fighting body of Soviet Russia properly organized
in the center. Early in 1919 the Soviet Headquart-
ers Staff already had at its disposal a well equipped
and splendidly drilled army of 750,000 men, high-
ly disciplined and led by experienced, trustworthy
generals and officers. An equal number of troops
was prepared for the reserves. This army had to
start in 1919 real military operations against the
invaders, on purely strategical principles, and its

tactical units have gradually replaced the Red
Guard in the several battle fields of invaded Rus-
sia.

So, after the preparatory period of the preced-
ing year, Soviet Russia started a campaign in 1919,
being militarily fully equipped, and_taking the
initiative on all thirteen fronts attacked by the
enemy.

The most terrible war, the most determined
war the world has ever witnessed, began in Russia
with the Great Powers and the sanguinary hydra
of the Russian reaction, in spite of the fact that
the same Great Powers had just celebrated their
alleged victory over Germany and Austria, and
signed a valueless and abortive armistice, advo-
cating world-wide peace, which was planned by
their politicians, and which the League of Nations
had to grant to the bleeding and exhausted peoples
of the globe. The year 1919 could there-
fore be considered as the beginning of a new
great war in Europe and Asia.

The war in Russia was based on a purely de-
fensive strategy, with offensive tactics. In order
to defend herself, Soviet Russia had to attack, hav-
ing as her main objective the annihilation of the
invaders. It was a rather difficult task for the
main Headquarters Staff of Soviet Russia. First
of all, in order to accomplish successfully the con-
centration of its forces, the main Headquarters
Staff met with a great obstacle in the deplorable
condition in whicﬁr the old regime and then the
Kerensky government had left the railroads and
the other ways of communication. There was a
general lack of freight trucks, wagons, locomo-
tives, and material, in order to repair the parts of
the railroads destroyed by the counter-revolution-
ists and to restore the damaged bridges. There
was a lack of engineers and skilled workers, the

.
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greater part of whom were engaged in fighting
against the invaders or perished in the superhuman
struggle in the early days of the revolution. The
existing element of the railway employees, such
as the station masters and their assistants, as well
as the telegraphers and, especially, the persons
who occupied responsible technical posts in the
complicated railway organization, were mostly the
officials of the old regime, who, though highly ex-
perienced, were in many cases, if not absolute
reactionaries, nevertheless partisans of those par-
ties that were hostile to the Soviet Government.
They had to be removed gradually, and replaced
by suitable persons fit for the purposes of the war
period. The artillery department of the War
Office, realizing the approaching tight blockade of
Soviet Russia, was confronted with the most diffi-
cult task of obtaining possession of the necessary

ity of arms and ammunition for an army of
millions, which the Russian nation had to create
in the near future.

The Commissariat, on the other hand, was oblig-
ed to elaborate an absolutely new plan of supply for
the newly created army, with equipment and food-
stuffs, keeping in mind the famous Napoleonic ad-
vice that “the armies move on their stomachs.”
The Sanitary branch of the army was in a most
deplorable condition. There was not a sufficient
number of surgeons, neither were there medica-
ments, bandages and surgical instruments. Anms.
thetic materials were already no longer in existence
in 1918, and the wounded were thus condemned
to bear all kinds of operations without anssthesia,
which means passing through terrible sufferings.

Aviation was practically destroyed during the
revolution. The greatest part of the members of
the Flying Corps were reactionaries and joined the
anti-Soviet movement. There was a lack of en-
gines and aeroplanes, there was a shortage of
materials necessary to improve that branch of the
military organization without which any operation
in modern warfare would be an impossibility.
But in spite of all these difficulties, and the insur-
mountable obstacles alleged by the enemies of Sov-
iet Russia, there still existed the spirit of the Rus-
sian revolutionists, and the inexhaustible energy
and incomparable illlitiati}'e ﬂ:)f ;{he leaders, a{ld ths
exceptional personality of the Russian people an
thx:esndlws reserves of the natural wealth of the
country. '

The peasants and workers of Russia firmly de-
termined to fight to the end the world imperialism
which menaced the existence of the Soviet Fed-
eral Republic and they overcame all these ob-
stacles, and with the highest spirit history has
ever known, they entered into 1919, which became
the most glorious year of the Russian Revolution,
a year comprehending a series of brilliant victories
of the young Soviet forces over the coalition of the
decrepit western and eastern imperialism.

The military operations in Russia during 1919
may be divided into four principal periods: (1)
the concentration of the Soviet armies; (2) the
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advance of the Kolchak Siberian army west of
the Urals; (3) the rapid movement of Denikin
towards Moscow, simultaneously with Yudenich’s
attack on Petrograd; and, (4) the general defeat
of the invaders, which practically ended the civil
war in Russia, by a vigorous pursuit of the beaten
enemy on all fronts.

The year 1920 finds Russia confronted with the
Allies themselves, which means a possible war on
the part of Soviet Russia with the outside enemy.

Returning to the military situation at the be-
ginning of 1919, we find the invaders fully pre-
pared for a general offensive, with Moscow as
their main strategical objective. In order to
simplify the situation for our readers, we are
dividing the whole Russian battle line of thirteen
fronts, as formerly described (see SovieEr Russia,
No. 13) into five parts, namely: (1) the Mur-
mansk-Archangel front; (2) the Siberian front;
(3) the Turkestan front, along the Persian border;
(4- the South-Russian, or General Denikin front;
and, (5) the Western front, which includes the
Polish, as well as the battle line of the Baltic
States, up to the Gulf of Finland.

Estimating the total strength of the Soviet arm-
ies at not more than 750,000, and considering their
filitary value to be beneath criticism, the strate-
gists of the Allied coalition came to the conclu-
sion that the anti-Bolshevist armies were strong
enough to start an offensive. The three Siberian
armies of Kolchak, which in 1918 succeeded in
joining with the Czechoslovaks under General
Gaida, presented an important tactical unit, estim-
ated as 300,000 strong, with a main base at Vladi-
vostok, protected by the Allied troops and navy.
The Anglo-American-Japanese forces protected the
railway line of the Trans-Siberian and other ways
of communication in the rear of the operating Kol-
chak army. Generally speaking, the aid of the
Allies freed almost all of Kolchak’s army from
service in the rear, and he was able to employ all
the native Siberian regiments, as well as part of
the Allied troops, against the Red army. In the
meantime, the British were making complete prep-
arations in India and Persia, in order to direct a
military expedition into Russian Turkestan. This
campaign was to start out from two main points.
One army was to be sent through Afghanistan, with
the possible assistance of the Afghans, and to ioin
the Emir of Bokhara, who was hostile to the Sov-
iets. The other army was prepared to operate
from Persia, along the Persian border, having as
its objective the Transcaspian railway line from
Krasnovodsk, on the Caspian Sea, to Kushk, in the
east, on the Afghan frontier.

In South Russia, the army of General Denikin
also was preparing for an offensive; its force was
estimated as 250,000 strong, not counting the
Allied forces concentrated in Odessa, which has
become the chief base of their operations on the
Black Sea. The Allies, with a part of the Denikin
forces, already in December 1918, started their ad-
vance in the direction of Kieff, in order to join
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the guerilla detachments of the Cossack General
Krassnoff who was advancing on Kieff from Ros-
toff, on the Don.

That Denikin was ready for an offensive can be
seen from his early successes in the Caucasus: on
January 9th, he succeeded in inflicting a severe
check on the vanguard of the Soviet forces on the
river Kuma. Taken as whole, the anti-Bolshevist
forces in Southern Russia were not more than
300,000 men.

The Western front did not inspire any anxiety,
because of the unreadiness of the Polish army.
In the northern part of this front, however, after
the failure of the early offensive of the Reds to-
wards Esthonia, General Yudenich was forming a
north-western counter-revolutionary army, about
60,000 men strong, equipped and financed by
England.

On the Archangel-Murmansk front the Allies
were under the constant bombardment of the Red
artillery, which heralded the intention of the Soviet
army to take the initiative. The forces of the
Allies in that region were estimated at 14,000
men. The Allied intelligence department, in re-
porting the condition of the Red Army, overlooked
a most important matter: when they discovered
that the Red army numbered 750,000, they did not
know that the Russian main headquarters (the best
brains of the old Russian army as well as of the
new, which had melted away at the first breath of
the revolution) had already planned and was pre-
pared to carry into operation a general offensive
against the Kolchak army in Siberia. The exact
strength of the army was unknown in Moscow,
and certainly the Soviet strategists would not have
been able to accomplish their objective if they had
had only 750,000 men at their disposal. Against
Kolchak in Siberia they could not send less than
600,000 men in the first line; they were also com-
pelled to maintain a reserve of 600,000 men, a
total of 1,200,000 for operations in Siberia. In
order to resume an offensive against Denikin, they
had to have in the field not less than 600,000, keep-
ing in reserve for South Russia also 600,000, which
makes a total on both fronts of 2,400,000 men.

These figures are based upon the strength of the
armies of Kolchak and Denikin, and upon the
principles of modern strategy, which recommend
for a successful offensive the employment of twice
as many men in the front line and reserves as are
at the disposal of the enemy. A well organized
army never undertakes any military operation with-
out strong reserves. In spite of the fact that the
Soviet army had to operate on inner lines, which
strategy teaches requires less troops than the ene-
my, the Red military leaders, because of inadequate
lines of communication, and because their stra-
tegical aim was the annihilation of the enemy by an
offensive, were obliged to be at least twice as
numerous as their enemy. In order to cover the
Polish front, the Soviet headquarters staff had in
readiness about 100,000 troops, and against Yu-
denich, as we are aware, an army of 125,000 was
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employed, taken from the strategical reserves at
the moment when the Soviet armies were carry-
ing out a successful offensive against Kolchak in
Siberia and Denikin in South Rusia. This with-
drawal of reserves did not harm the latter move-
ment.

In North Russia there were operating about
50,000 Reds.

The Turkestan Red army could be considered as
having been a total of not less than 150,000 in
those days. Summing up the figures, the Soviet
army at the moment of its offensive could be estim-
ated as about 3,000,000 strong, which the Allied
headquarters failed to understand.

On January 20, the city of Ufa fell before the
Soviet army and the Russo-Chechoslovak forces
were pursued by the victorious Reds to Zlatoust,
140 miles to the northeast. The city of Orenbur
was threatened by the Reds and the Ataman Duto
abandoned the town and fell back in a northerly
direction. The French and British reserves were
despatched to relieve the beaten Siberian army,
and all the tactical reserves were moved from Si-
beria westward, which caused a partial success of
the anti-Bolshevist army in Tobolsk Government.
Though the press remained silent as to whether
or not the American troops took part in the military
operations in Siberia, the total casualties of the
Americans in Siberia were announced from Wash-
ington as 314 men, of whom 3 officers and 133
men “died from various causes.”

During the same period, Kolchak overpowered
the Omsk government and was recognized by Gene-
ral Denikin, General Krasnoff, the leader of the
Don Cossacks, and other chiefs of the separate
units of the anti-Bolshevist forces.

Only after the first serious check of the Kol
chak advance did the English press start to speak
about the growing strength of the Soviet forces,
and the London Times already on January 20,
1919, published a telegram from Omsk, saying
that the Bolsheviki were “concentrating an army
of 2,000,000 men for operating against Siberia
and South Russia.”

The activity of the Allies on the Northern front
during March and April 1919 attracted the aw
tention of the Soviet General Staff, and while the
concentration of the forces against Kolchak was
accomplishing a strong and persistent counter-of-
fensive, the attack was resumed by the Reds in the
direction of Onega, which subsequently was crown-
ed with final success.

Meanwhile the Siberian army of Kolchak, di-
vided into three separate groups, and considerably
reinforced, again took the initiative and speedily
advanced westward, covering an average of seven
miles a day, penetrating at the beginning of May,
as far as Bugulma—Bogoroslan, in the Samara.

It was essential now, for the further success of
the Kolchak advance on Moscow to have the co-
operation of Denikin army, which still was com-
pleting its reorganization after a series of defeats on
the Caucasian front. Meanwhile, in Ukraine and
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Crimea, the separate units of the Reds were in
constant struggle with the bands of Petlura and the
Don and Kuban Cossacks, and there was no serious
movement of the Soviet armies against Denikin.
The revolutionary movement, which burst out in
Odessa, and several mutinies in the French fleet
forced the Allies to evacuate Odessa, which fell
into the hands of the Soviets. This success could
not be considered as of great strategical importance.
It was a purely local movement, supported by the
separate detachments of the original Red army,
operating against the Ukrainians. It was evident
that the Soviet army had not yet concentrated a
sufficient number of troops to meet the new offensive
of Denikin, who, encouraged by the Allies and the
successes of the Kolchak advance, had been quickly

repared for an energetic movement to the north.
E’he treachery of Grigoriefl later caused the re-
capture of Odessa by the Allies, but sooner or later
this town had to be abandoned by the Reds, thanks
to the vigorous offensive started by the Denikin
army, which hurried up to ease the situation of
Kolchak, which had become critical. Unfortunately
for the latter, Denikin resumed his offensive too
late.

Towards the end of May, the Kolchak armies,
after a serious defeat, started their retreat both
from the Kazan and Samara regions, falling with
their center on Ufa, while the right flank of the
advancing line of the enemy continued to menace
Viatka, the important railway junction connected
with Kotlas on the N.E. and Vologda on the west.
The invader, when he took Viatka, tried to establish
a connection with the Archangel front of the Allies
and thus to protect the advance of the bulk of the
Kolchak forces on Moscow. The final defeat of
the Allies on the Northern front, and the falling
back of the main forces of the Siberian army,
as far as Ufa killed the plan of the invaders. The
third Siberian army, which was nearing Southward
toward Orenburg, was obliged, thanks to the suc-
cesses of the Soviet forces, to retire, abandoning
the relief of that town (and later was annihilated).

On June 9, Ufa fell to the Reds, after three
days of most severe fighting, and, on July 2, the
Soviet troops, after having defeated the enemy in
the Viatka region, pushed him eastward and cap-
tured Perm. The retreat of the enemy was so
speedy and, the pursuit so vigorous, that on July 16
the Soviet troops captured Yekaterinburg, 100
miles to the east of Perm. Simultaneously, the
activity of the Red guerilla forces in Eastern Siberia
became more pronounced and very annoying to the
Kolchak armies. The communications in his rear
were seriously threatened, and as reported at the
time, the goldfields on the Lena were captured by
the Red army about 50,000 strong.

The Urals were victoriously crossed by the Soviet
army, and the Kolchak army practically received
a very serious blow before it was supported by the
Denikin offensive, which was undertaken in order
to effect a junction with the Kolchak forces, and,
in case of success, simultaneously to continue the
movement on Moscow. Using British tanks, mu-
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nitions, and even British men, Denikin, by a wide,
sweeping offensive, took Kharkov, Tzaritsin, Biel-
gorod and Yekaterinoslav, while Petlura, the Ukrai-
nian chief, took Kiefl from the Soviet army.

Consequently the Don and Donietz industrial
basins were retaken by the counter-revolutionists,
and by the end of June, Denikin counted 22,000
prisoners, 150 guns, 350 machine guns, and an im-
mense amount of other booty.

The surprising success of the Denikin army was
neutralized, however, by the hostile movement
against him and Kolchak amongst the Caucasian
population and the Republic of Azerbaijan, situ-
ated in the rear of his forces, as well as the nume-
rous guerilla bands that threatened communications
with their bases.

Neglecting the growing danger in his rear, Deni-
kin still advanced, dividing i?; army into three
separate groups. One, the western, in the Kieff
direction; another, the central division, moving on
Kursk and Orel; and the third, the eastern, along
the Volga, on Kamishin.

Meanwhile, in the middle of August, it became
clear that the Allies were planning a serious move-
ment on Petrograd, and a new North-Western Gov-
ernment was formed, which was to control the
regions of Pskoff, Novgorod, and Petrograd. Gene-
ral Marsh acted on behalf of the Allies, and a Rus-
sian financier, Lianozov, was to form a cabinet, in
which he was invited to appoint General Yudenich
as war minister; 350,000,000 rubles were printed

“with the Yudenitch signature, and the Russian

Volunteer Army was properly equipped by the
British. The British Navy ll:ad to set?pp‘:)l:t the ¥ude-
nitch offensive. In answer to this new movement,
the Soviet forces captured Pskoff on August 27.
Colonel Stojakin, Chief of Staff to General Bala-
khovich, one of Yudenich’s Generals, was found
guilty by court martial of accepting a bribe of
1,000,000 rubles from the Bolsheviki to turn over
a part of his lines to the Reds.

n the first half of September the Allies conceded
the complete failure of the northern armies, and
the British forces began their gradual evacution
of the Archangel district, and since then this front
has lost all military importance.

Thanks to the false informations issued by the
British Press Bureau, the American public has been
kept in absolute darkness as to the real events on
the Russian theatre of war. This was partially
owing to clumsy inventions on the part of London,
in order to raise the spirit of those who shared the
opinion of the Entente that Soviet Russia must be
crushed. and partially owing to the ignorance of the
Allied General Staff as to the real situation in in-
vaded Russia. The lack of important information
in that respect was chiefly due to the fact that al-
though they were officially not at war with Russia,
the Allies tightly blockaded Soviet Russia, recalled
their representatives from that country, and sup-
ressed all the communications of the representa-
tives of the Soviet Republic residing in their res.
pective countries, thus absolutely preventing them-
selves from getting direct information about the
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events in the country with which they were waging
a real war on modern lines.

For instance during September and October the
ultimate downfall of the Bolshevik regime was
widely heralded by the press, and since October 10,
when Yudenich started his famous offensive on Pet-
rograd, the mythical reports attained the zenith of
human imaginative creation.

It was suggested that Kolchak, though retreating
eastward in Siberia, was still in communication
with Yudenich and Denikin. The latter continued
his advance without serious opposition from the
Reds. Voronezh and Kursk were captured by the
Denikin army. General Mamoutoff, the Cossack
leader, succeeded in penetrating to the rear of the
Soviet forces, and terrorized the towns of Tambov
and Kozlov, thus approaching to about 175 miles
from Moscow.

Hoping that Yudenich and Denikin would be
successful, Kolchak again took the initiative, and
started the offensive with three of his armies, em-

loying on the battlefield all the forces of which

e was in possession.

Soviet Russia at this critical moment remained
extraordinarily calm, ready to meet the invaders
with fresh troops prepared in advance, the existence
of which reserves had remained unknown to the in-
vaders. The army of Yudenich victoriously started
its advance on the Soviet capital. Already on
October 14, after having captured Yamburg, about
75 miles southwest of Petrograd, the Yudenich
vanguard reached the vicinity of Petrograd, and,
after fierce fighting with the Soviet army, captured
Gatchina, Tzarskoye Selo, and Krasnoye Selo.

It was reported that Kronstadt had fallen, and
that the garrison of Krassnaya Gorka, the outwork
and cover of the attacked fortress, had surrendered
to the British. Pskoff was already in the hands of
the Yudenich forces.

There was not the slightest hesitation on the part
of the Allied leaders in believing that the falf of
Petrograd and Moscow was a matter of several
weeks,

We did not believe it for a moment and finally
denied the possibility of the occupation of Pet-
rograd by the enemy.

The deep penetration of the Denikin army into
Russia did not inspire us with anxiety. We were
fully aware that the Soviet General Staff, after suc-
ceeding in arresting both the extreme flanks of the
Denikin battle line, would bring its center on the
concentrated fresh forces south of Tula, where a
decisive battle might take place. On October 8,
Denikin captured Voronezh and Grafskaia, and
took 15,000 prisoners, and his cavalry penetrated
as far as 40 miles north of Voronezh. Mamontov,
with his 13,000 Cossacks, had swept to about 150
miles to the west of Tambov, massacring the panic-
stricken population, and sending out a series of
fabulous reports about his strategical successes,
which, in reality, did not prevent the defeat of
Denikin. Subsequently Tambov, 250 miles S. W.
of Moscow, was captured by the invaders. Then
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the news reached us that Kieff, Kursk, Tchernigoff,
and, at last, Orel, had fallen before the enemy, and
the strategical base for the Denikin army was
established at Kharkofl.

“Orel was entered after many days of fierce
fighting, in which several Red divisions were de-
feated. The townspeople welcomed the troops, fal-
ling on their knees and calling out, “Christ is
risen!"—said the official report of Denikin. In
the meantime, in Ukraine, the Soviet armies con-
tinued their orderly retreat to the northeast, in order
to avoid being cut off by the Poles, advancing on
gon&el. The invaders established themselves in

ieff.

The situation of the Denikin armies seemed to
be brilliant, when quite unexpectedly, General Pet-
lura declared war upon the counter-revolutionaries,
and, on October 11, attacked the left flank of the
Denikin battle line from the rear.

In Siberia, the situation of Kolchak was also
“satisfactory,” according to the official despatches.
From the beginning of September to its end, the
Siberian troops had pushed forward an average
distance of 75 miles along all fronts, and were
facing the serious counter-attacks of the enemy.
About 15,000 prisoners, 100 machine guns and 21
heavy cannon were captured by the Siberian re-
actionary, and on October 13 the “All Russian
Government” of Omsk officially informed Wash-
ington that the Bolsheviki were retreating along all
the fronts.

But in reality it was not so safe on all the fronts
of the invaders as it was supposed. There were
more than 500 separate arme«r uprisings in Siberia
in 1919 of the population who were sympathetic
with the Soviets and against Kolchak.

The Soviet General Staff at last succeeded in
concentrating the reserves of its army on the various
attacked fronts and accordingly met the invaders.
There was no serious regrouping or general trans-
portation of troops from one front to another. It
woul have been unwise to weaken one of the fronts
for the sake of another at a time when all were
attacked by the enemy. There was one way for the
Soviets to deal with the enemy, namely, to oppose
him with all the fighting elements of the country:—
with the strategical reserves of the Russian Soviet
army . As we have mentioned before, these reserves
were ready, partly ‘concentrated in the rears of the
operating armies, and partly in training. Now
they were all sent to the respective fronts.

In spite of the approaching support of the von
der Goltz army under Avaloffi—Bermondt, which
movement was stopped in the Riga region by the
Letts, Yudenich was met by about 125,000 fresh
reserves of the Soviet army, which, thanks to its
skilful manoeuvres, occupied Gdov, in the rear of
the advancing Yudenich forces, thus preventing his
retreat should his operation fail.

By October 27, the success of the Soviet forces
was already visible. On October 29, the whole
Yudenich army was in disorderly flight, mercilessly
pursued by the victorious Soviet soldiers.

Petrograd was saved, and on November 1st
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Trotzky declared officially that the danger to the
Russian Capital had been definitely removed.

By the end of October, the Soviet army which
opposed the southern invaders was ready for a
general offensive along all the fronts north of
Kieff to Tzaritzin. The main blow of the attack
was aimed on the Denikin center, from the Tula
sector and on the left flank of the invaders, simul-
taneously; and in the middle of November, after
a series of stubborn fights, the Denikin front was
broken through over an extent of 47 miles in its
center. The central column of the Denikin forces
was practically annihilated and hotly pursued by
the Soviet Cossacks, who had advanced 105 miles
in three days. The success of the Reds was so
complete that in the middle of December it was al-
ready announced that Kharkoff, the strategical key
of South Russia, was captured by the Soviet army,
which was still strong enough to continue further
its pursuit of the beaten enemy towards the sea of
Azoff, while the Caucasian tribes revolted against
Denikin, seriously menacing his retiring forces, and
several sea ports on the Black Sea and the Sea of
Azoff were already in the hands of the Reds.

According to the cable of December 23, Bakhmut,
about 125 miles east of Yekaterinoslav, was cap-
tured by the Red army, and its cavalry penetrated
further to the South.

Generals Mamontoff and Shkuro were beaten.
From November 20 to December 20, the Reds oc-
cupied 125,000 square versts of territory, together
with Kieff, Kharkoff, Poltava, and 39 smaller towns,
and captured 5,289 soldiers and 89 guns. This
small number of prisoners means that the pursuit
of the enemy was what is known in strategy as a
“pursuit of annihilation.”

At the same time, the forces of General Petlura
were surrounded in Ukraine south of Berdicheff.
The remainder of the left column of the Denikin
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forces were cut off from their base—Odessa—and
forced to retire in a north-westerly direction, prob-
ably on Brest, via Rovno and Kovel, or in part on
Lemberg in Galicia, thus seeking the cover of the
Polish and Rumanian armies.

With the capture of Bakhmut, the Soviet army
practically became the master of the Donietz in-
dustrial region, which the Soviets had lost almost
a year before.

The fate of Kolchak in Siberia was not more for-
tunate than that of his two colleagues, Denikin and
Yudenich. After being defeated west of Omsk, the
Kolchak army started a hasty retreat to the east
of Omsk, which gradually became a real rout, and,
owing to the energetic pursuit by the Soviet forces,
the remaining part of the fleeing Siberian army
gradually melted in the snows of Siberia.

The capture of Tomsk, announced some days
ago, was a new triumph of the Soviet arms, thus
ending the year 1919 with a complete victory for
the Soviets on all the gigantic battle front of
80,000 kilometers. '

So far the acts of the Red army directly. But
the influence of its prestige, and of the example of
humane and righteous government set by Soviet
Russia, has produced consequences not directly mili-
tary, but nevertheless of immense military import-
ance. As the year closed, New York newspapers
(morning of December 29th) announced that the
peace negotiations with Esthonia were progressing
favorably, thus forecasting the elimination of one
more centre of counter-revolutionary military ope-
rations; furthermore, that independent armed up-
risings all over Eastern Siberia were cutting off
Kolcﬁak’s retreat and that Kolchak’s government
itself had fallen; and finally, that on the South-
Western front of the European theatre of war,
Odessa was being evacuated in anticipation of So-
viet advances.

Hunger in Soviet Russia— Truth and Exaggeration
Anton Nilsson Presents His Experiences in the Matter

The food question in the greater part of Soviet
Russia is far from being as severe now as at the
time of Kropotkin’s letter in April. At the end
of February and beginning of March, I made the
long trip from Riga, passing through Jakobstad,
Dunaburg, Pskov, Luga, Gatchina, Petrograd, Mos-
cow, Gregoryevsk, Kolumna, to the city of Soraik
in the Ryazanski government, a few days’ trip the
other side-of Moscow.

The food question in Riga was then very severe,
and many faced real starvation. The city received
nothing from Germany. It was blockaded from
the sea by the English. The troops of Mannerheim
controlled the railroad at Walk, and the only pos-
sible means of transportation that remained was
the connection between Riga and Diinaburg, which
was strictly reserved for war uses. When the Ger-
man troops left Riga they had, according to authen-
tic information, sunk a great deal of grain in the

harbor so that it should not fall into the hands

of the Bolsheviki. About 80 versts from Riga,
towards Courland, one could, however, find as
much food as one desired, at a reasonable price.
There were no food cards in Dunaburg. Free trade
prevailed and one could buy as much food as one
wished, but the prices were high. There were food-
cards in Pskov, but one could buy bread as well as
milk, eggs, and other things, at the market, with-
out cards. Hunger was dreadful in Petrograd.
This city was the center of an enormous hunger
zone which covered Gatchina, Luga, and out to-
wards Pskov, further in a curve half-way toward
Moscow, and up towards the Finnish boundary.
The hunger was worse in the towns and bigger

laces, but was also great among the peasant popu-
})ation in the villages, although there it was not so
severe as in Stockholm during the latter part of
the summer a year ago. Moscow was the center
of another hunger district, which was not, how-
ever, so large in extent as the former.
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In March, almost the entire passenger traffic on
the Soviet Russian railroads was suspended for
fourteen days, as it is now in Germany, so that
food products could be transported from South
Russia to both the large cities. Moscow was then
facing starvation. During the days we were there
we did succeed in obtaining bread. The town was
drained of all food products. But after that, food
transportation conditions became a little better, de-
clining again at the end of April. May, June, and
the greater part of July were fearfully hard. June
1, 1 visited Moscow as well as Petrograd and Gat-
china; then I visited Moscow; and, in August, Pet-
rograd and Moscow. In Petrograd and vicinity
the situation was just as hopeless in August as be-
fore, but in Moscow there were great quantities
of food products of all kinds at the bazaars and
one could buy without cards. There were great
quantities of wheat bread and so many fine new
potatoes that the price decreased daily. The peas-
ants who had before been holding on to their old
but not very large supplies had gathered in the
new rye and had therefore put their old supplies
on the market. In addition, products were obtain-
ed on the cards from the Soviet warehouses. One
could not, in a real sense, see any hunger in Mos-
cow at that time, and I presume that it is no worse
now.

Access to food products was not, of course, nor-
mal, but the scarcity could not be called real hung-
er. On the other hand, in cities like Gregoryevsﬁ,
Kolumna, and Soraisk, and in the larger places—
best of all in the district through which the Oka
flows (a tributary of the Volga), there was rich
wealth of milk, eggs, butter, potatoes, and vege-
tables in the late summer, all without cards. On
thcla other hand, they lacked flour, meat, pork, and
salt.

In the beginning of August, I visited the cities
of Moscow and Vladimir and traveled at that time
through the rural districts. There was a scarcity
of food products in the cities and at the larger
places, but no actual hunger. Out in the villages,
there was plenty of food of various kinds, but a
great lack of salt.

With a few friends I visited the family of a
former priest—now a peasant and trader—about
20 versts from Moscow. The amiable family served
food in quantities, especially honey, and I may say
that I have never before eaten so much food at one
time.

One day in the end of July, I visited Serpukov,
a beautiful city about 100 versts from Moscow in
the Kaluga direction. A desperate hunger pre-
vailed here. It was absolutely impossible to ob-
twin a bit of food. Towards evening I went out in
the rye field and picked a few stalks, to stay my
hunger. A worker who had looked on patiently
for some time finally shouted “Davolna, Davolna,
Tovarishch!” (—enough, enough, comrade!)

About two and a half months ago I travelled
by Diinaburg, Polotzk, Vitebsk, and Smolensk, to-
wards Moscow.. There were no food cards at
Diinaburg, but free trade prcvailed. In several
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rovision stores, which were generally owned by
ews, there was a plentitude of all kinds of food

products piled up in the show windows. There

was black bread and white bread, cheese, butter,
eggs, sausage, herring, etc. Flour could be bought
without hindrance, but the prices were very high.

Towards Polotsk, Vitebsk, and Smolensk there was

not any hunger, but here the prices were immoder-

ate also. 1 do not know whether the card system
had been established or not.

Besides, 1 communicated with comrades from
Pcrm, Kazan, Simbirsk, Samara, Saratov, Kharkov,
Poltava, Kiev, Odessa, Sebastopol, and other
places, through whom I obtained a clear idea of
the food conditions in southern and eastern Rus-
sia. (Several of the southern parts are now occu-
pied by Denikin.)

In these parts there was no hunger. There was
plenty of white bread but the price increased
steadily. In Kiev, however, food conditions be-
came worse during the summer. Our aviation
chief, formerly an officer, went to Sebastopol, in
the Crimea, and stayed there for a time. He told
me that in the districts through which he had trav-
elled, there were large quantities of food. Ome
pood of white flour cost 25 rubles in the Crimea.
A ruble was worth, during the summer, only 25
ore. Thus 16 kilograms of white flour cost 6.25
crowns. At the bazaars in Petrograd, at the same
time 400 grams of black bread cost 150 rubles,—
on the other hand it could be obtained on food
cards in the Soviet warehouse for 2 rubles, a very
significant difference. The lack of salt was very
great in the districts through which I travelled.
When one egg costs 15 rubles in August at the
Moscow bazaar, one could get two eggs for one
ruble at Perm. In Moscow I was informed on good
authority that there was grain in Siberia that had
been stored for the last seven years. Thus, the
crop for 1912 had not been used. If Kolchak does
not destroy these supplies they will probably, in
the near future, be at the disposition of the Soviet
Russian people. But it is better for Petrograd to
get grain from the seaside, because the East Russian
railroads are uncertain and the distance is very

eat.

The food conditions thus appear to be very dif-
ferent at different places, worst in the Petrograd
and Moscow governments and in the cities and
largely populated communes, also in the zones
along the railroads, because committees sent out
by private persons, trade unions, and other organi-
zations, buy up the food. Places which are locat-
ed at a distance from the highways had, even dur-
ing the hard summer, plenty of food.

is difference rests upon many reasons,—diffi-
culty in organizing food conditions, and transpor-
tation, as long as the war and the blockade con-
tinue; lack og means of transportation, and also
that local Soviets throughout the country will not

ermit the food to be taken away, for fear of a
rack in their own districts.

As long as the Soviet Russian fronts are un-
broken, the hunger blockade will be unsuccessful
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because there is too much food produced in Rus-
sia to enable the blockade to starve the population,
who also are able to live under extraordinarily
simple conditions. Petrograd and the nearest dis-
tricts will naturally be hit hardest.

In the future even more than in the past, Rus-
sia will become the granary of Europe, and western
and northern Europe will undoubtedly be more
dependent on Eastern Europe than the reverse.

If, instead of this mad blockade which the En-
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tente is holding,—with disastrous results to them-
selves even more than to the Russians—they would
place agricultural implements of various kinds,
and suitable instructors, at the disposal of the Rus-
sian peasants the result would an increased
prosperity in the whole of Europe, and a brighter,
more peaceful and more human existence for the
people of all Europe.
—Folkets Dagblad Politiken,
Stockholm, Nov. 10, 1919.

Soviet Peace Offer Still Open

As newspapers in this country have given their readers
only a small portion of the following interview, we are
herewith printing it in full, as found in the Manchester

Guardian of December 4th:
Copenhagen, Nov. 29th.

M. Litvinoff this morning received Reuter’s cor-
respondent, to whom he handed a written state-
ment. After referring to his mission—to effect
the exchange of prisoners of war and the repatria-
tion of civilians, who are cut off from their homes
and families by the blockade,—the statement pro-

I feel bound to state that no satisfactory solu-
tion can be found to this problem, affecting as
it does the destinies of hundreds of thousands
of people, until the real cause of their suffer-
ing—namely, the military operations on Russian
territory and the isolation of Soviet Russia—is
totally removed. It is therefore impossible to
think or speak on this humanitarian question with-
out touching upon the more important question
which is in the minds of the people of all countries
of the world—namely, peace with Russia. The
Soviet Government, in spite of its military suc-
cesses and the discovery of new sources of potential
energy, is prepared to make peace with the Allies
at any time. Any sacrifices and concessions they
will have to make will be amply counterbalanced
by the benefits the country will derive from the
shortening of the war and the early resumption

of economic life.

British Interests in Russia

Great Britain and America have large economic
interests in Russia which can be made more secure
by the Soviet Government than any other regime.
A Soviet Government will not allow itself to be
drawn into any political alliances and combina-
tions as long as the capitalist system continues in
the rest of the world, and will therefore discrimin-
ate between countries only according to their eco-
nomic strength and their ability to provide for
Russian needs in machinery. It will have to look,
therefore, chiefly to Great Britain and America. It
is also of capital importance for Great Britain to
have peace established in Asia. As to France, the
longer war lasts in Russia, and the more that
country is thereby ruined, the longer will she have
to wait for the payment of interest, and the less

possibility will there be for her to get any pay-
ment at all.

Replying to questions by Reuter’s correspondent,
M. Litvinoff declined to state whether he had
broached the question of in his conferences
with M. O’Grady or intenJed to do so. Regarding
Mr. Lloyd George’s remark that he had never re-
ceived a direct peace proposal from the Soviet Gov-
ernment, M. Litvinoff declared that peace propos-
als had been sent out by wireless, and he Eimself
had issued a circular to the Allied Legations in
Stockhom offering on behalf of his government
to enter into peace negotiations. Regarding the
nature of the Soviet terms, he declared that the
peace proposals handed to Mr. Bullitt substantially
held good. No proposals had ever been handed to
Col. Malone, but the latter’s statement, he said,
was essentially the same as Mr. Bullitt’s. So far as
he knew, the statement appended to Col. Malone
about transferring their offer to negotiate to the
Central Powers did not emanate from his govern-
men, and he denied that they had any intention of
approaching the German Government, with whom
a state of war still formally, at any rate, existed.

Soviet System to Continue

On Reuter’s correspondent suggesting that in the
eyes of Western peoples the crucial question was:
“Are you prepared to give up the principle of
government by a minority and place the govern-
ment on a democratic basis?” M. Litvinoff re-
plied: We deny that Russia is governed by a min-
ority. We have no intention at present of depart-
ing from the Soviet system, neither is there any
intention at present of calling a Constituent Na-
tional Assembly.

Asked whether they were afraid they would not
get a majority if such an Assembly were convoked,
he waved the question aside as “metaphysical.”

Questioned regarding the speed of reconstruction
in Russia once the war was over, M. Litvinoff said:
I think that if the war ceases, and if Russia is help-
ed by the Allies with machinery, &c., and if she is
permitted to get oil from Baku, reconstruction
would be very rapid. 1 think that in the course
of next summer Russia would not only be able
to provide for her own needs, but to export grain
to other countries,
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PREMIER Clemenceau improves upon the meta-
phor of M. Pichon. The “cordon sanitaire”
is replaced by a “barbed-wire fence,” a phrase more
suitable to the Tiger’s temperament.

In reply to a question regarding the recent con-
ference of Allied statesmen in London, Clemenceau
said: “I will tell you the two principle decisions
we have taken. Not only will we not make peace,
but we will not compromise with the Government
of the Soviets. We have decided that we will be
the allies of all peoples attacked by Bolshevism.”
Are the peoples of England and ltaly included in
the French ruler’s reiterated pronoun? They will
be interested in the decision taken for them in
secret at London.

The barbed-wire fence is to be maintained, ac-
cording to the Paris correspondents, “by aiding the
Poles, Rumanians, and others along the frontiers.”
The Rumanians did the job against Hungary, per-
haps they can be “aided” to further adventures of
the same sort. The New York Times headline
leaps from the Premier’s defcnsive to an offensive
alliance: “Allies will aid all who fight Bolshevism.”
The Times rightly interprets the spirit and purpose
of French Imperialism. The transition from the
“cordon sanitaire” to the “barbed wire fence” pro-
ceeds naturally to a grand offensive by the I'Yoly
Alliance.

So much for the words. The impotence of this
oratory reveals the bankruptcy of European im-
perialism. The “barrier against Bolshevism,” of
which the statesmen have prated and for which
they have intrigued for two years has resulted only
in the exhaustion of the border peoples and the
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slaughter of uncounted thousands of driven fight-
ers. The “defense” against Bolshevism has been
conducted by invading armies on Russian soil.
The barrier has toppled over and the defensive in-
vasion is a confessed failure.

The Soviet Republic has emerged from two years
of struggle against intrigue and invasion, stronger
and more firmly entrenched in the determination
of the Rusian workers than ever before. The Red
army moves forward victoriously on all fronts. The
workers’ Republic, offering peace to all nations,
awaits with confidence the day when the peoples
of the world will compel M. Clemenceau to recon-
sider the ruthless “decision” he has taken for them.

EMBERS of a Lithuanian financial mission
recently arrived in New York took the first
opportunity to announce their conviction that Kol-
chak and Denikin are finally defeated. The former
minister of finance of Lithuania told the reporters
that the Soviet army was becoming stronger every
day. Strangely enough, these representatives of a
small, weak nation on the border of Soviet Russia
display none of that frantic apprehension of the
military menace of Bolshevism which excites such
panic in Paris and Washington. There was no
fear of Soviet Russia in Lithuania, Latvia, or Estho-
nia, said a member of the mission, seemingly uncon-
scious of the solicitude exhibited by the great
powers on their behalf. On the other hand, Kol-
chak and Denikin had constituted a serious menace
to the free states. The Poles, moreover, their as-
sociates in the allied schemes, still occupy parts of
Lithuania with persecutions “never dreamed of by
the Germans.” The Poles, said a member of the
mission, demand excessive sums as tribute and the
Polish soldiers take their pay in loot.
Out of such material Clemenceau pretends to con-
struct his fence about Russia. The ramshackle
structure falls to pieces each day and will soon be
beyond all repair. New intrigues and further coer-
cion beset the negotiations at Dorpat. The reac-
tionary powers will exert every influence to post-
pone the inevitable approach of peace. But the
people will not longer be denied their goal.

Interesting Information for
Students of Soviet Russia

During the months of March, April and
May, 1919, the Information Bureau of Soviet
Russia published a Weekly Bulletin providing
material on various matters (pouucal, eco-
nomic, diplomatic, commercial) important to
the student of Soviet Russia. Unfortunately
not all of the thirteen numbers are still to be
had, but we are ready to send sets, as complete
as we can make them (lacking only two cr
three numbers) to any one who will send
twenty-five cents for them to the address
below. Ask for “Bulletin Set.”

SOVIET RUSSIA
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Statement of the Russian Soviet Government
Bureau—December 22, 1919

We welcome the action of the United States
Senate in ordering an investigation by the Com-.
mittee on Foreign Relations of all Russian agen-
cies in America. We have sought to present our
case to the American people and to the American
Government, in the frankest manner, and we have
always been ready to submit the activities of this
Bureau to the closest scrutiny by any responsible
body of the United States Government. We are
especially pleased that the terms of the resolution
are broad enough to empower the Committee to
make a thorough investigation of all persons and
agencies in this country purporting to represent
some interest or faction in Russia. Upon the
facts brought out in a public hearing of this nature,
the American people will be able to form an opin-
ion of the real nature of reactionary counter-revo-
lutionary factions contending against the Soviet
Republic. An extensive propaganda has been car-
ried on in America by various agents of these coun-
ter-revolutionary factions and it is essential to a
clear understanding of the Russian situation that
the extent and nature of this propaganda and the
interests which are supporting it should be re-
vealed. We are confident that such an investiga-
tion as the Foreign Relations Committee is now
empowered to conduct will reveal facts of the
greatest importance to the American people at, this
time,

In order to provide the Committee with such
testimony and information as may be relevant to
the investigation, Mr. L. Martens expects to spend
most of his time during the present session of
Congress in Washington, where he will be conve-
niently accessible to the Committee, as well as to
such other officials of the United States Government
as may be interested in the work of the Bureau.
Mr. Martens will be constantly at the disposal of
the Committee, either to appear in person or to
afford any other assistance which may enable them
to arrive at a complete understanding of the ac-
tivities and purposes of his mission in the United
States.
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Allies’ New Russian Program
Lloyd George’s Speech

On Monday there was an important debate in the British
House of Commons, in which Russian policy was the chief
topic. A speech, the text of which has not yet come to
hand, was made by Lloyd George, who announced in by
no means the plainest of language a program upon which
hc said the Allies were in accord. Without the full text
only a rough interpretation can be attempted, but putting
various things together we may conclude:

(1) That Great Britain adheres to its decision to send
no more armed forces to Russia, and to give no more sup-
port to civil war there after the supplies now being sent
to Denikin have been delivered; aid to Kolchak has al-
ready ended.

(2) That the British Government will not at the present
time negotiate with the Bolsheviki.

(3) That if Soviet Russia desires peace it must make
peace with its enemies nearer home, that is to say, with
Kolchak, Denikin, the Ukraine, Poland and the Baltic
States.

It is a somewhat enigmatic program, but on its face it
seems to warrant the interpretation put upon it by Lenin's
government, which at once announced by wireless that the
Soviet Republic could not attain peace by negotiation, but
only through the strength of the Red armies.

Bolsheviki Must Conquer Peace

The new program of the Allies, then, is being taken in
Russia as an invitation to the Soviets to conquer a peace.
Kolchak is done for, and Denikin is “supreme ruler” in
his stead. Let the Soviets extend their rule over Siber'ia,
drive Denikin out of South Russia, and make peace with
the Baltic States and Poland, and then the Allies will see.
If the revolutionists keep on at their present rate through
the winter, the anniversary of Prinkipo should perhaps
see conditions ripe for peace.

—Springfield Republican, December 21.

An Appeal to Pan-Slavic Feelings

The Far Eastern Review (Dalnevostoochnoye
Obozryenie) of October 4th, contains the follow-
ing: “Official Proclamations printed in Russian at
the diocese fraternity of Tomsk were posted in
the city of Irkutsk. These proclamations con-
tained an appeal to the Serbs, the Croatians, and
the Slavonians to enlist with the Jugo-Slav battalion
which is being formed as part of the Cossack corps
at Omsk. The text of the proclamation reeks with
the crudest sort of anti-semitism, which provokes
both astonishment and indignation.”

Russia? 1f

TO OUR READERS

You may have read a number of issues, or this may be the first you have ever seen. At any
rate you know what a quantity of serious and vital material we are attempting to place before
the reading public. Do you read everything carefully? .
being placed before you so that you may be able truthfully and effectively to answer the lies
and misrepresentations that are being directed against the people and the government of Soviet
so, you know how thoroughly you must grasp everything that is printed in this
weekly, and how necessary it is for you, in the interest of the Russian Revolution, to call the
attention of all true friends of human progress to the official and other contents of this paper.
You should pass on the copies to your friends after you have read them, and point out articles
that you know would interest them. Tell your friends that a three-months’ trial subscription
costs only one dollar—bus then, perhaps you have still to be reminded of this fact yourself. A
subscription blank will be found elsewhere in this issue of SOVIET Russia. We are particularly
anxious to have you know that our January issues will be full of excellent matter. Vol. Il
begins January 3rd, and the paging will be continuous from then to July Ist, 1920.

Do you know that this material is
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Official Communications of the Soviet Government

Raising the Productivity of Labor in Russia

AS the works and factories are gradually being
transferred to the workmen’s administration,
there is a marked increase in the productivity of
labor. Those undertakings left by owners are now
being worked by the workmen themselves, who
in a comparatively short space of time arrange
everything, and use every effort to raise the
productivity. In five Petrograd suburban factories
—Krassnogorod, Golodaevsk, Nevsky, Slaviansk,
and Bubrovka—the following amount of paper has
been turned out: In January, 1919, 67,478 poods;
February, 70,554 poods; March, 82,244 poods.
Thus, from February 1st till April 1st, there was
an increase in output of 14,766 poods.

Performances at the Moscow Factories

The People’s Education Department of the Mos-
cow Soviet has organized systematic perform-
ances and concerts for the works and factories,
in which actors and actresses of the state theatres,
art theatre, etc., take part. The repertoire in-
cludes works of Ostrovsky, Schiller, Chekhov,
Shakespeare, and others.

“The Children Are With Us!”

In the stanitza (settlement) of Oust-Khopersk,
the revolutionary military soviet was arrested by
Kolchaks’ army. All five members of the Soviet
—old, tried communists—were subjected to the
most cruel torture (the rack, etc.), and then shot.
An eye-witness of the execution relates how the
communists met their death fearlessly and how
one of them—a miner Grachev—addressed his ex-
ecutioners in the following speech:

“l am an old, convinced communist. I learnt
communism in the collieries, and death alone can
part me from my convictions. If you offered me
life in exchange for my convictions, I should re-
fuse. Only your bullet can force me to be silent.
But don’t forget that there in the Voronezh gov-
ernment 1 have four young boys, who will take
terrible revenge for my martyrdom. They will
follow the same path along which I went for many
years in the fight against violence and evil.”

In commenting on this speech, the “Izvestia”
of the Central Executive Committee of Soviets
writes: “Not only Grachev’s four young sons will
remember their father’s heroic death, but all the
sons of Soviet Russia, all the sons of communists,

The children are with us.”

The Increase of Agriculture Communes in
Soviet Russia
The land policy of Soviet Russia is devoted to
reconstructing agriculture on a communist basis.
Communism recognizes social working of the land,
and the amalgamation of small peasant farms into
united farms, as the only possible form of ex-
ploitation of the land. All separated farms situ-

- ated near another must be united into larger farms

with common live stock and common land —social
needs, the sewing and gathering of corn, are done
in common: agricultural products are collected
together in one common store, etc. A fund of
several milliards exists for supporting communal
agriculture under the control of the committee,
which freely subsidizes the village and keeps in
close contact with it. '

The telegrams received by the committee of
this milliard fund prove the amazing swiftness of
the growth of communal farms. These farms in
every province occupy tens of thousands of des-
siatines and tens of thousands of people work on
them.

In the government of Orel, there are 391 com-
munal farms with 39,000 dessiatines of land, and
comprising a population of 29,000. In the prov-
ince of Mohileff (or New Homel) there are 225
registered communal farms with more than 11,000
inhabitants, and 40,000 dessiatines of land. In the
province of Vitebsk there are about 214 communal
farms with 60,000 dessiatines of land and a popu-
lation of 60,000. In the Novgorod province, there
are 72 communal farms with 11,376 inhabitants
and 22,253 dessiatines.

In the government of Kaluga there are 150 reg-
istered communal farms with 6,500 inhabitants
and 12,000 dessiatines of land. At the beginning
of 1920 there will be 300 communal farms there.
In the government of Petrograd 230 communal
farms have been organized, with 17,000 dessiatines
and 15,313 inhabitants. - It is proposed to organ-
ize 150 new communal farms with 9,000 dessiatines
and 3,000 inhabitants. In the government of Tula
there are 78 communal farms with 8,534 des-
siatines and 5,466 inhabitants, etc.

These telegrams, received up till May 25th,
do not sum up the whole number of communal
farms, as telegrams from the distant provinces
are considerably delayed in delivery. But those
which are in our possession prove that agriculiure
on a Communist basis has taken deep root.

Raising the Productivity of Labor at the Russian
Railway Shops

(According to a report of the All-Russian Com-
mission for Railway Transport Repairs.)

In comparing the number of sound engines up
to June lst, 1919, with that of May 1st, we find
an increase of 4.1%. The number of engines in
the course of repair for the same period has de-
creased by 8.6%, and these in capital repair has
decreased by 2%. Up to May lst, 1919, the num-
ber of engines in course of repair and waiting to
be repaired was 52.5%, while up to June lst it
was only 49.6% as against that at May 1st. For
May, the number of defective engines was de-
creased 14 %.
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In comparing the repairs of the railway car-
riages of the goods depot, we find that the number
of sound carriages has increased approximately
to 10.5%, the number of carriages in course of
repair and waiting to be repaired has decreased
to 3.9%; the output of repaired carriages has in-
creased 38.6%, and the percentage of those in
need of repair has decreased 15%.

- - -
Village Education

In the village of Soulaki, Samara Province, the
local peasants, with the aid of the intellectuals,
have organized a reading hut in every quarter. In
every reading hut there is always some one on
duty to read newspapers, periodicals, and books to
the peasants.

A theatre and cinema have been opened. There
is also a choir and an orchestra. The whole village
attends school..

Work Renewed in the Russian Factories
Twelve cotton mills in the northern district of
Russia have been nationalized and work renewed.
Sixteen textile factories in Moscow have been
opened.
These factories had either been closed during the

war or abandoned by their former owners.
L ] * -

Russian Leather Industry
In Urazova, Valuiki County, Voronezh Govern-
ment, 120 boot factories and two mechanical fac-
tories are in full working order. The average
monthly output is 25,000 pair of boots.
L ] L -

L L

Glucose

For the first time in Russia, the Supreme Council
of Public Economy has opened factories for the
production of glucose. Sixteen glucose factories
have been installed in Kostroma, Vologda, and the
northern districts.

L L L

Two Milliards for Preparatory School Training

The People’s Commissariat for Education granted
the second half of 1919 over two milliard rubles
for preparatory school training.

Unsuccessful Attempts at Nationalization

MR. Gaylord Wilshire, of Pasadena, California,

sends us the following interesting note, which
will explain the article by which it is followed,
for both of which we are grateful to Mr. Wilshire:

“Enclosed clipping from the Los Angeles Times of today
is rather am:s.ng as indicating that the propaganda as to
Nationalization of Women in Russia on secms to
have overstepped itself.”

THE police and the indignant women of the city
yesterday finished something that an energetic
but not too-intelligent press agent started.

What the press agent did was to plaster the bill-
boards with flaming red posters declaring that “On
and after November 30, 1919, all women between
the ages of 18 and 37 are hereby declared to be
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common property.” To this startling statement
was appended the signature, “Ivan Ivanoff, Bolshe-
viki Minister.”

The whole thing was palpably a stunt to adver-
tise a motion picture by a rather crude imitation of
the Bolshevist proclamations of Russia declaring
the nationalization of women. It was generally
recognized at sight, except in the Russian quarter,
where most of the “proclamations” were posted.
There it occasioned some excitement among the
Russians, who have heard of similar things in their
own country.

What the women, and particularly the club
women, did when they saw the posters was plenty.
They bombarded the police with telephone calls
and letters demanding that what they termed a
gratuitous insult to every woman in the city be
immediately and summarily dealt with. Chief
Home was inundated with a flood of indignation
proceeding from scores of prominent men and
women and he forthwith detailed a squad of 1. W.
W. hunters to tear down and destroy every one of
the offending posters. The press agent was ar-
rested, which pleased him mightily because he be-
lieved it meant publicity, and fined $5 in Police
Court, which di‘f not please him at all. Nor did
the size of the fine please the angry club women,
who would have applauded a fine of $1,000,000
and a life term in jail.

Among those active in the anti-press-agent cam-
paign were Mrs. R. W. Richardson, Mrs. Fred
Hickok, Mrs. Lee Holmes and Mrs. Harriet Barry,
the latter chairman of the Better Films Committee.

At last reports the press agent was outbound and
going strong.

—Los Angeles Times, Dec. 12, 1919.

It is interesting to observe that the editor of the
“Los Angeles Times” appears still to foster the
tale of the “nationalization of women” in Russia.
We are pleased, however, to note that we are not
as crude as this imitation, for the above clipping
states that the present instance was simply “a rather
%ude_ i:nitau'on of the Bolshevist proclamations of

ussia.”

Bound Volumes of “Soviet Russia” for
1919

Now that all of the first volume of Sovier
Russia has made its appearance, we shall bind vne
hundred complete sets of the weekly (June-Decem-
ber, 1919) and deliver them to persons who have
placed their orders in advance. The price for a
complete eet, appropriately bound in one volume,
and lettered in gold, will be four dollars. Only one
hundred applications for such volumes will be accept-
ed, and each application must be accompanied by
cash or check.

Ask to be placed on our “Bound Volume” list when
you send your remittance.

“SOVIET RUSSIA™
110 Wesr 40TH STREET

Room 304 New Yorg, N. Y.
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Pages of Future History

DURING the months preceding and following
the establishment of the Soviet Government in
November 1917, practically the only foreign official
who was associated in any sympathetic manner
with the Bolshevik party and with the Soviet auth-
orities, was Captain Jacques Sadoul, then connected
with the French Embassy in Russia. Captain
Sadoul, for months and months continued to em-
phasize to the political leaders of his own country,
in numerous letters addressed to them, the desir-
ability—nay, the necessity—of approaching the
leaders of the new political system in Russia with
sympathy and understanding, not with the all too
customary suspicion and hostility. There has just
been published in Paris a large volume of letters
addressed by Captain Sadoul, who since, by the
way, has become an employee of the Soviet Gov-
ernment at Moscow, to his friend, M. Albert Thom-
as, one of the most well known of French parlia-
mentary leaders. These letters, beginning in July
1917, in other words, at a time when Kerensky’s
power was not yet completely discredited, and
ending in January 1919, when the Soviet authority
had already been so firmly established as to render
it the target for assaults on the part of the im-
perialistic powers of the entire world,—are an in-
teresting series of personal observations of promi-
nent Soviet leaders, and their historical setting,
coupled with profound studies of the effect on
Soviet policies of the suspicious, inimical, and
treacherous operations of the representatives of
the Allied powers at Petrograd and elsewhere in
Russia. Captain Sadoul foresaw very well that the
failure of the various Allied powers to enter into
peace conversations with Soviet Russia and the
Central Powers at Brest-Litovsk would force the
Soviet Government to make a temporary peace with
Germany and her allies. Again and again he ad-
monishes his friend Thomas to aid him in secur-
ing among French statesmen a better understand-
ing of the real policies of the Soviet leaders, of
the fact that they were in no way predisposed to
favor Germany, that the peace which they were
proposing was to include the entire world and not
to unite them in any closer union with the Central
Powers. We have seen how vaneful has been the
effect of the failure of the Allied Powers to appre-
ciate and understand the humanity and sublimity
of the great plan that existed in the minds of Lenin
and Trotsky and hundreds of other Russian ideal-
ists, who, in turn, were the expression of the long-
ing for peace and universal brotherhood on the
part of the great masses of the Russian people.
One very interesting letter of Captain Sadoul
was written immediately after his return from a
visit paid to Trotsky at his office in Petrograd. The
French writer had found Trotsky in a state of “cold
fury.” Trotsky has just learned that reports were
appearing in the Allied press, that he and Lenin

were paid agents of the German Government. It
is easy to imagine how difficult must have been the
position of Sadoul, trying honorably, as he was,
to represent the true interests of a great European
power at Petrograd, when he found his efforts
practically brought to naught by the campaign of
lies and abuse that was being launched in his own
country against the brave leaders of the greatest
popular movement the world has veer seen.

We wish we could print all these letters in
“Soviet Russia,” but their volume is very great,
and we must limit ourselves to a few specimens
which are of somewhat timely interest. We there-
fore take the liberty to print b.low translations of
three letters that were written by Sadoul to Thomas
from Petrograd exactly two years ago, in other
words, in January 1918. These letters are an in-
teresting comment on the folly of the Allied atti-
tude towards Soviet Russia in the matter of the
peace parleys that had been proposed. They are
furthermore an interesting supplement to Trotsky’s
own account of those months, so rich in history,
as presented by him in his interesting little book:
“The Bolshevik Revolution: from October to Brest-
Litovsk,” which was published by the Socialist
Publication Society (New York) about a year ago.

L
Petrograd, January 2, 1918.
M. Albert Thomas, Député (Champigny-sur-
Marne).
Mon cher ami,

The conflict between France and the People’s
Commissaires is again entering an acute stage.
I had foreseen this and announced it. In bringing
about the interview between Noulens and Trotsky,
I thought 1 had obviated the crisis. Doubtless,
without this interview, the crisis would immediate-
ly have set in. Yet, this first contact has not had
the favorable consequences which it would normal-
ly have involved, owing to the fault of the Allies
at Petrograd, who have bowlderized the interview
and to the fault of Paris, which sent out by wire-
less a communication entirely different from what
had been expected by Noulens and Trotsky, and
needlessly offensive to the latter, who maintains—
and rightly so—that he was the only one to carry
out correctly the matters agreed upon.

On the other hand, Trotsky had consented to
this meeting, which had been proposed by us, be-
cause | had aroused hopes in him that it prepared
a betterment of relations. And yet, relations have
never been so strained as now.

Tomorrow the thing will come out like a bomb,
in the form of a threatening note addressed to the
Military Mission, in which Trotsky will ‘demand:

1. Explanations as to an article appearing in
Dyen, containing insinuations of a character cal-
culated to discredit the Bolshevik government, pre-
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sented in the form of an official communication
of the Mission;

2. General explanations as to the activity of the
Mission’s propaganda service; explanations on
the activity of French officers in the counter-revo-
lutionary regions of Ukraine, the Don, etc.

Should the reply be not satisfactory, Trotsky
has decided to order the immediate expulsion of
the Mission.

I hope there will be as honest a reply as possible,
for that will close the incident, which might be-
come very much more vicious if it should be pro-
longed. Will Paris ever be content to understand
that the time has come to give up this double
game? Recognize Ukraine, Finland, etc., if you
must, unless the Allies fear that these official rub-
ber stamps may give too much strength to the
separatist Austrophile, Germanophile, Swedophile
movements from which they have nothing to gain.
As for the People’s Commissaires, they will have
no objection to these recognitions, although some
of them, who are more consistent internationalists
than the others, fear that for the present at least,
the over-liberal policy of the Soviets with regard
to the nationalities within Russia may encourage
the development of certain local jingoisms, and
consequently tend to obstruct the aim in view.
This would assure us a greater liberty, by permit-
ting an official action, and consequently, a more
efficacious action in the various regions recognized
by us. But if, simultaneously with recognizing
Ukraine and Finland, we persist in ignoring the
only real, powerful force existing in Russia, name-
ly the Bolshevik government, what a hole we will
be in!

And we are persisting in this precisely at the
time when the Bolsheviks, with fury in their souls,
but in perfect good faith, have become aware of
the German duplicity, and are considering more
than ever the possibility of again taking up the war.
Let us not deceive ourselves; this resurrection of
an extinct army will be dificult. Trotsky and
Lenin know this as well as we do. For this reason
1 repeat again that we should see to it that they
have confidence in us, that they understand that
we really have the war aims which we have been
saying we have for three years, in a more or less
vague manner, without ever condescending to form-
ulate them.

Let them know, on the other hand, that hence-
forth the Allies are ready to aid the work of mili-
tary reorganization with technical and official sup-
port. They must be thoroughly aware that with-
out our support their efforts, however vigorous they
might be, will be doomed to sterility. Their
method of carrying out the reorganization recog-
nizes two periods of this process:

1. Before the rupture: peace negotiations, verbal
and written, agitation on the necessity of support-
ing by force of arms the defense of the revolution-
ary conquests,

2. After the rupture: For the realization of this
program they will need the aid of the Missions.
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They will not begin this task seriously before they
have obtained formal guarantees from the Allies
on this point. They have promised peace; they
have thus unleashed the open or unconscious en-
thusiasm of the peace-loving masses of Russia, in
other words, of all Russians.

Being unable to attain the democratic peace
they had promised, they will exhort the Russian
people to begin the war again. We have again
come back to the statements of Verkhovsky, who
said three months ago: “The Russian army wants
immediate peace. Let us therefore propose peace
to Germany. Let us record Germany’s answer,
which, couched as it will be, will put an end to
the negotiations. Having given public evidence
of the predatory and imperialistic appetites of the
enemy, we shall then again take up the war.”

The task is a heavy one. It can only be at-
tempted, with some prospect of success, by the
Bolsheviks. Only they have bluntly but clearly
expressed their desire for peace. Only they can
perhaps secure an acceptance of the idea of re-
opening the war. We have no longer the right
to remain blind. We have no longer the right to
count on the other parties. The elections to the
Constituent Assembly prove that the Cadet Party
and the parties advocating the defensive war are
dead for some time at least. The Social-Revolu-
tionists will have a great number of seats, three
or four hundred without doubt. But how will
they be distributed? In each district, the same
list contained names submitted to the voters, of
Social-Revolutionists of the extreme Right as well
as of those of the extreme Left. A large group
of Social-Revolutionists will certainly rally around
the Bolshevik peace policies.

To what extent, moreover, could we count on
the other parties? 1 am in constant contact with
many of them. Since they know my close rela-
tions with Smolny they are flirting with me. On
several occasions the group formed by the Social-
Revolutionists of the Right and the Menshevik
Social-Democrats has asked me to deliver an
address on the situation of the Allies and on the
foreign policy which, according to my personal
opinion, the Constituent Assembly should pursue.
I have thus far been postponing this expression.
In private conversation, I am trying to resist the
opinion generally expressed by the Social-Revolu-
tionists and the Social-Democrats, that in case of
a breaking off of the conversations at Brest-Litovsk,
the Constituent Assembly should make another and
immediate new effort. All those whom I see, in
short—and I cannot sufficiently repeat this point—
are infinitely more inclined towards the policy
of surrender than the Bolsheviks, more disposed
to yield on the questions of Courland, Lithuania,
Poland, etc., on the right of peoples to dispose of
themselves, on disarmament, etc.

They will be found some day opposing us if we
should support the Bolsheviks or any other Party
in an effort to reopen the war.
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IL
Petrograd, January 3, 1918.
M. Albert Thomas, député (Champigny-sur-
Marne)
Mon cher ami,

Orders have been prepared by the People’s Com-
missaires with the object of rapidly reorganizing
the army. They are becoming more and more
definite, tending toward the creation of an army
of highly paid volunteers, formed by appealing
to the best elements of the present army, together
with an enrollment of Russians not yet mobilized.

1. The organization of a number of protective
corps, recruited chiefly from the units at the front
and in the rear, and constituting an important
kernel, under the protection of which the demobili-
zation of the shattered units may be effected.

2. The organization of new corps by mobilizing
civilians, who are to be rapidly instructed in the
camps in the interior and assimilated to more re-
liable elements, such as soldiers under arms, Red
Guards, sailors, etc. This work should be realized
within three or four months, under the protection
of the Russian winter.

For several weeks I have been pressing my
friends at Smolny to act in this direction. Up to
the present moment 1 have not been able to achieve
any appreciable result of practical value. But the
turn taken by the pourparlers permits one to fore-
see the necessity of a war in defense of the revo-
Jution. Trotsky has a splendid confidence in the

ossibility of carrying out this formidable test.

e is of those who never doubt. Acording to him,
the revolution can never be defeated.

“The people who have made the revolution are
willing to die defending it, simultaneously defend-
ing the European social revolution, for the new
army will be placed by the Russians at the dis-
posal of such proletariats as may wish to seize
power.”

1 have no desire to dispel the illusions of the
Bolsheviks, and besides, only the future can tell
to what extent they are exaggarated in their hopes.

Men like these, who are loaded down with work,
have to eat it alive. And when the work is ready,
as far as the general outline is concerned, which
in the form in which it is imposed by the Bol-
sheviks, is often indefinite, and consequently not
too irksome, as to detail, an able specialist has no
difficulty in having his views accepted.

If the Allied Missions had been thus utilized,
they would have been more than collaborators,
than technical guides and would have been much
more often followed to the great good of Russia
and of the Entente.

It is not impossible for them to play this role.
We were asked about it yesterday at Smolny. We
will be asked again tomorrow, when the conflict
which has been so carelessly provoked between the
Bolsheviks and the Mission, is over. We must
admit that the gravest errors in this matter seem

to have been committed on our side. If we had
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been thrown out of Rusia as a consequence of this
affair, we would have had against us all reasonable
Russians—and there are some—all Rusians of
delicate sensibilities—and all the Russians are
such. All consider a propaganda of conspiracy
and active intervention in internal politics to be
inadmissible. Let us therefore hasten, without mani-

festing overmuch of amour-propre, to give such °

satisfactions as may be demanded, and let us avoid
a repetition of these same errors.

From the standpoint of the reorganization of
the army, | have handed in at Smolny the fine pages
of the reports of Dubois-Crancé and Carnot;
ancient history though they may be, they are still
good material for cogitation for the reorganizers
of the Red Army. I hope, that, on the other hand,
the Allies will take public note of the declarations
of Trotsky as to the re-opening of hostilities and
will officially declare that we are ready to support
the new effort of the Bolsheviks in the defense of -
the revolutionary war aims, which should in short,
be accepted by all the western democracies.

IIL
Petrograd, January 4, 1918.
M. Albert Thomas, député (Champigny-sur-

Marne)
Mon cher ami,

Trotsky intends to leave for Brest-Litovsk to-
morrow with the Russian delegation. He intends
to put the question as to the place of the conver-
sations (neutral territory), but will not push it
to the point of an open break. He wishes also to
be precisely informed as to the real intentions of
the Austro-German delegates, concerning the good
faith of whom he is much in doubt. And he
hopes, finally, to sound public opinion in Germany
from that point of vantage. His stay will prob-
ably be quite short. Lenin, on his part, is going
to Finland to rest for a few days. And we shall
be then without a “dictator.”

Trotsky is taking Radek to Brest with him. He
has confidence in his very active intelligence, in
his political honesty, and he is convinced that the
uncompromising attitude and the zeal of this ener-
getic and passionate idealist will add strength to
Joffe, Kamenev,, and the other more or less soft
and yielding Russian delegates. The participation
of Radek, who is an Austrian subject, a member
of the minority faction of the Social-Democracy,
in the Brest pourparlers, will surely be a terrible
shock to the enemy’s delegations.

I have tried to oppose the very powerful and
very dangerous impression, as far as we are con-
cerned, that has been produced on Trotsky by
the various reports which are said to have reached
him in the last few days from France and England,
and which, I have no doubt, have been exploited,
if not invented, by the Austro-German delegates
at present at Petrograd. Trotsky believes that
pourparlers leading to a separate peace have been
officially inaugurated between the Allies and Ger-
many. Hearsay has it that the Allies, recognizing
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the impossibility of attaining a victory are dispos-
ed to profit by the Russian defeat, by making
peace at the cost of Russia, and by sacrificing the
eastern nations, including Roumania, and then ex-
cusing this denunciation of their principles by re-
ferring to the Bolshevik treason. 1 answered Trot-
sky that if the Allies do not wish to participate in
general pourparlers, they can still less think of
going inlo separate negotiations. It is manifest,
in fact, that if the Entente should treat separately
and simultaneously with the Central Empires, with

arallel Russo-German negotiations on the one
gand and Franco-German negotiations on the other,
it would be playing Germany’s game, which, bas-
ing its policy on both sets of negotiations, which-
ever would serve the immediate purpose, could
easily attain a great success. It seems equally
certain that the Allies, unless they recognize them-
selves to be defeated, canot permit Germany to
provide herself with territorial annexations and
economic advantages in the East which would in-
volve, within a fairly short period, the destruction
and ruin of Western Europe.

My arguments had some effect on Trotsky. But
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they did not convince him. I say that this state
of mind is dangerous for us, because fear of a
separate peace, concluded at the expense of Rus-
sia, may bring the Russian delegations to make un-
fortunate concessions. Trotsky has assured me
furthermore that even if the Allies were deceiving
Russia (this is a point of view that may appear
paradoxical in the West), the Russians would not
betray the Revolution and would stand by their
principles.

I sincerely hope that definite declarations will
be made by the Allied Powers, that may prove to
the Bolsheviks how unjustified are their fears. I
had obtained from Trotsky the promise that he
would receive Charles Dumas yesterday. The in-
cident with the French Mission has moved Trotsky
to postpone this interview. His departure for Brest
mﬁ still further postpone it. It is too bad. I
spoke to Dumas for a long time and submitted to
him a few of my daily notes. He had received ex-
planations from our ambassador. He has had a
chance to judge and compare and I know on which
side he has made up his mind. And by the way,
I was very calm.

The Hunger-War of

the Entente Against

the Workers’ Russia

~~Will Sweden be Driven Into Direct Struggle Against the Revolution?

THE latest attempt of the Entente imperialism

to srangle Soviet Russia by a blockade which’
has extended to all countries, even the neutral ones,
has, as a matter of course, created a great sensation,
especially in those neutral countries, and more
especially among the socialist workers of those
countries. The most burning question for these
workers is, at the present moment, how to meet
and forestall this criminal plan. As appears from
the expressions given below, by Fredrik Strom,
this question must be met immediately and an end
put to any similar attempts which may be made in
the future.

- * *

It is clear that if the neutral states yield to the
impertinent and impudent attempt of the Entente
capitalists to lead them also into their own shame-
ful struggle against the Russian workers, these states
will be compelled to give up an( appearance of
being neutrals. They, and especially Sweden, which
is closest to Russia, will then entirely forsake their
neutrality and enter into direct and positive hos-
tility, along with those imperialistic states who are
conducting this repacious struggle against socialist
Russia. The next step will then be to enter into
direct war measures, delivering ammunition, sending
men-of-war into the blockade zone, and naturally
the sending of soldiers to some front. If a finger
is given to the devil, he takes the whole hand. When
one begins the alphabet. B follows A.

It has been wﬁispﬂed that this strait-jacket of

the Entente upon the neutrals is an atempt to sound
them out and find how far they will go when the
“league of nations” is formed, in sending soldiers
to fight against strikes and workers’ movements in
all lie countries of the world. May the thin
that are now happening open the eyes of the work-
ers of Sweden to see what such an enrollment in
the league of imperialists, for the strengthening
of counter-revolutions, signifies. Above all it is
now important to arrange immediately big protest
meetings and demonstrations all over the country
against this rapacious policy, and thereby influence
the government and the Riksdag (Swedish Parlia-
ment) to reject the request of the Entente gentle-
men that our country give up her neutrality. Politi-
ken has turned to Fredrik Strém to ascertain his
opinion of the purpose of the note of the Entente.

e has given us the following statement:

Briefly 1 wish to make the following statement:

1. As far as Russia is concerned, the tightening
of the already tight blockade does not signify any
new or considerable inconvenience. The blockade
has been in force for more than a year, and only
a few boats have succeeded in breaking through the
actual, though not official, blockade. The official
proclamation of the world blockade only proves
to the whole world that the governments of tge vic-
torious bourgeois democracies now openly admit
their base hunger-war against the women and chil-
dren of Russia who daily fall by thousands before
these murder-angels of the modern Herod.
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2. To the export industry of Sweden and to
the workers in this industry the blockade is a hard
blow, as the workers and business men of Sweden
had entertained hopes of an immediate reopening
of the commercial relations with Russia, as appeared
from the speech of the Minister of Finance at the
initiation of the Free Harbor. A discontinuance
of work and resulting unemployment will be the
consequence of the blockade for this part of
Sweden.

3. The note of the Entente practically declares
that the neutral countries are nowadays openly and
formally considered as vassal states, which are
robbed of every liberty of movement. Even such
elementary rights for a free country as the issuing
and viséing of passports and the sending of tele-
grams have now been taken away from them. Even
the English colonies have a greater degree of self-
government than Sweden, for instance. The En-
tente-flirtation of Messrs. Branting and Adelsward
has led us to this point.

4. The blockade note might have its real point
directed towards Germany and America. It is not
unknown that strong industrial forces in those coun-
tries have been active for the resumption of trade
relations with Russia. The regaining of any de-
gree of prosperity by Germany is totally depend-
ent upon the Russian market. But the Entente will
not permit any reflourishing of Germany, and there-
fore directs this new deadly blow against its de-
feated enemy. |

5. This open blockade war against Revolution-
ary Russia is strongly contrary to the explanations
that the Entente governments have given to the
workers of their respective countries at critical times,
I am therefore convinced that the now officially ac-
knowledged hunger-war against Russia will strongly
stir up the French and English working masses and
sharpen their actions against their reactionary gov-
ernments.

6. It is to be noted that the United States is
not included in this blockade, in that the note espe-
cially mentions “French and English men of war”
as watchers over the blockade. This seems to con-
firm current rumors to the effect that America stands
outside this policy against Russia.

Stockholm, October 13, 1919.

Fredrik Strom,

Representat:'ve of the I‘i’ussian Sov.iet Republic.

Expressions of Opinion Against the Russian
Hunger Blockade of the Entente
Sharp Condemnation by the Whole Left Socialist
Labor Press

The murderous policy of the Entente towards
Soviet Russia has caused a sharp and-unanimous
condemnation of the whole Left Socialist Labor
press. We quote a few characteristic expressions.

In Dalarnes Folkblad the editor, Nils Andersson,
writes:

“Against this black deed, pitiful to every honest
mind, a joint and thundering protest must arise.
Independently of the position taken towards Bol-
shevism as a conception, or to this conception in
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its practical form in Russia today, every honest
person must oppose this enormous crime, this gi-
gantic offense, which consists of a league of capital-
ists advancing with fire and sword and with the
scourge of starvation against a people who only
strive to keep their liberty and right of self-de-
termination in their own country. 'This act of the
Entente which is an attempt to place the whole
world under the heel of capitalism must be averted.
This can only be accomplished by the interference
of the working class, above all in the Entente coun-
tries themselves, but also in the smaller and neutral
states. Against the attempts to lure and compel
Sweden to further engage herself in the struggle
against Soviet Russia an overwhelming opinion
must be expressed. We must say ‘Thus far, but no
further!’ ”

Nya Virmland, editor John Bohlin, says among
other things:

“Time after time the Soviet Government has
offered peace and thus actually proved that it does
not wish anything more than to put an end to the
murdering, but its opponents have refused. Every
doubt as to who carries the responsibility for the
bloodshed ought thus to be dispersed. There is
still time to build a dam against.the reactionary
torrent, and perhaps the protest of the State or-
ganization against the participation of Sweden in
the blockade may be interpreted as a sign of awak-
ening consideration, even in the old leaders of the
Trades movement. But that which is required be-
fore anything else is that the workers of Sweden,
as well as of other countries, show in action that

.they intend to stop the further accomplishment of

the murder of the people of Russia.”

Visterbottens Folkblad (Elof Lindberg) writes:

“The Entente has neither the moral nor the for-
mal right to their claims in this respect upon
Sweden. Our country will have a considerable de-
gree of economic harm brought upon it if it falls
for these claims, and it is not at all beyond the
realm of fear that we shall be compelled to sub-
mit to the demands of the Entente and furnish
soldiers to the .counter-revolutionists. From this
point of view the ultimatum of the Entente ought
to be repulsed most definitely and decidedly.”

Orebro Lins Folkblad (Albert Sundin) :

“It is astonishing that the workers the world
over have hitherto so thoroughly forgotten their
international obligation of solidarity and allowed
their imperialistic governments to freely practise
their murderous attempts against the Socialist
state in the east. The judgment of the future will
be severe on this cowardice, and the greatest re-
sponsibility will rest upon the Socialist parties
which, through their representatives in the gov-
ernments, have deliberately participated in approv-
ing these atrocious decisions.

“This last challenge, however, seems at last to
have stirred up their minds. It is clear that the
already bent bow will finally break; that the rob-
ber policy of the Entente will soon be cut short,
in the event that the workers seriously begin to
weigh these last heavy words. And should no at-
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tention be paid to the expressed will of the work-

ers, then the powers must bend before their actions.

Soviet Russia must be saved! May we prepare

ourselves for fight!”

—Folkets Dagblad Politiken,
Stockholm, Oct. 20, 1919.
L ] -

Other Comments on the Note

The press of the whole country comments on this
Entente note, which is considered as likely to bring
unpleasant consequences. We quote:

Riksdag ought to be heard from about the
blockade note, says the Social-Demokraten. That
some of the R.lksdagmmembers have gone to their
homes is not according to the paper, a sufficient
reason to neglect the matter. Strong reasons re-
quire also that if time permits, the Scandinavian
countries should confer with each other.

Stockholm Dagblad believes that the new block-
ade declarations will be of little practical im-
portance to our trade.

Aftontidningen: The official connections with
Soviet Russia were already broken a year ago by
those states which had not already broken them. It
is now requested, however, that they go one step
further and directly stop those who will, at their
own risk, attempt to carry on any trade whatsoever
with Bolshevist Russia, refuse steamers the right
to leave for that country, stop the sending of goods
and the traveling of people, or any other ways of
communication. But since not many have g.red
enter, during present conditions, and still fewer of
those who have tried have succeeded, such a new
strict injunction will not be of any great importance
to the blockade. On the other hand, it will cause
the officials increased responsibiliy and will have a
few other consequences which make it advisable that
Sweden deliberate, preferably together with Norway
and Denmark, as to what is best to be done.

Graft in Kolchakia

Every one knows that nowhere on our railroads
is it possible to move a pound without a prelimin-
ary “smearing.” No combating of the abuses, no
inter-allied commissions are in a position to rem-
edy the contaminated railroad organism. Extor-
tions are practiced openly. The corruption is a
most perfect one, surpassing at times the limits
of impudence and sometimes having the character
of a huge farce.

Let us take an incident like this: A comptroller
of a state institution, whose uniform is identical
with that of the railroad conrol is returning from
an investigation trip in the Trans-Baikal. At the
station Manchuria, he is unable to get a car for
lack of seats. He turns to the conductor, asking his
co-operation. The latter examines him and asks:

“Methinks, you are a comptroller?” “Yes, I
am.” “Our man, then, you will be accommodated
for less!” He names the amount and the comp-
troller, the observer of legality, the eradicator of
la)b:is:s, gets a seat in the car only by means of a

T
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The second incident is analogous to the first,
but it already marks a crescendo. During one of
the recent evacuations of one of the railroad de-
partments, state property was moved to Irkutsk.
After reaching the confines of the railroad, the
evacuated persons saw that there was no way of
moving the state property from the place. After
a long search, a way out was found at last: one of
the most prominent railroad agents, from the evacu-
ated list, went to his colleagues, the Siberians, who
“blocked” the freight. The negotiations were
marked by sincerity, and the colleagues declared
unblushingly: “For so and so much your freight
will immediately proceed on its way.” It goes
without saying that the sum requested was ad-
vanced

This already means extortion on a large scale,
anl not merely of the colleagues but of the state
treasury as well.

And now there remains the completion of the
account of these incidents, and giving it the final
touch (fortissimo). The state institutions in Irk-
ustsk are engaged at present in storing up various
materials, products and supplies. Such storing up
is done by the institutions themselves, but the de-
livery of the supplies bought in the East is charg-
ed to special contractors for a high compensation
and these contractors take upon themselves all
troubles and expenses connected with the pushing
ahead of the freight along the railroad line. If
state institutions are powerless against this orgy
on the railroads, if they are compelled to resort
to the intervention of private persons in their deal-
ings with the railroads, then, one must confess,
the legality of the illegal practice has become an
accomplished fact.

—Svobodnaya Rossiya, Chicago, Dec. 6, 1919.

Le Populaire, a Paris daily, in its issue of
November 29, 1919, asks the following question,
which we hope will turn out to have been unneces-
sary. It would be a terrible thing to believe that
the present French Government, in spite of its
repeated assurances in the Chambre that no more
French troops were being sent to Russia, is never-
theless again embarking on this dangerous and
treacherous enterprise. The text of the question
follows:

“Is it true that tomorrow or the day after to-
morrow a detachment of French troops is to leave
for Russia?

“Is it true that this detachment is composed of
two battalions of chasseurs on foot and two battal-
ions of alpine chasseurs?

“Is it true that these soldiers are abundantly pro-
vided with machine guns, and that it is their mission
to compel the Lettish and Esthonian troops, who
refuse to advance on the Bolsheviks, to engage in
this struggle against their will?”
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Questions to Ministers

Detention of Soldiers from Russia

In the House of Commons yesterday.

Mr. Harold Briggs (C. U.—Blackley) asked the Secre-
tary for War whether he had knowledge that the three
privates, Davidson, Pickard, and Richards, who recently
had been released by the Bolsheviks and handed over to
the British authorities by M. Litvinoff, had been detained
by the military police and were not permitted either to
see or communicate with their relatives, and did he con-
sider such action was justifiable or lawful.

Sir T. Bramsdon (L—Central Portsmouth) also put a
question on the subject.

Mr. Churchill regretted that a mistake should have
been committed owing to a misunderstanding of the ex-
pression “escaped prisoners” which occurred in the tele-
gram from Helsingfors. Orders were, of course, given to
send these men to their homes immediately the mistake
was discovered.

Mr. Will Thorne (Lab.—Plaistow). Has any apology
been offered to these men?

Mr. Churchill: No, sir.

Mr. Clynes (Lab.—Platting) : Will any recompense be
offered to them? (Cheers.)

Mr. Churchill replied that he was not prepared to give
any undertaking of that sort, though of course he shared
the feeling of regret that men returning to their homes
after hard service and misfortune abroad should be met
with so unceremonious and chilling a welcome on their
arrival in their native land. By a mistake they were de-
tained at Hull by the police authorities, but as soon as the
mistake was discovered they were released and sent home.

Lieutenant Commander Kenworthy (L.—Central Hull) :
Even if they were escaped prisoners from Russia, what was
the reason for arresting them and putting them in the cells?

Mr. Churchill: If they had been described as “escap-
ed prisoners of war,” instead of as “escaped prisoners,”
no doubt the mistake would not have occurred.

Mr. J. Devlin (N.—Belfast) : Was not the whole business
due to the belief that these men were in Ireland?
(Laughter.)

Baltic Naval Forces

Major Hurst (C. U—Moss Side) asked the First Lord
of the Admiralty whether he was aware that many sea-
men now serving in the Baltic are ill-informed as to the
objects of their service, whether he would consider the
expediency of having the men enlightened as to the vital
national interests involved, and whether he could hold out
any hope of rewarding their service by the grant of an
extra bar to the war medal or of a gratuity.

M. W. Long (First Lord of the Admiralty) : The neces-
sary steps have already been taken in regard to this matter.
The grant of a clasp to the war medal for service in the
Baltic has been approved.

Mr. Long, in answer to Lieut..Commander Kenworthy,
said no naval force would be kept at Murmansk during
the winter. The strength of our forces in the Baltic and
Black Seas would be governed by the circumstances. In
any case it was not likely to be large.

Imports from Russia
Sir A. Geddes told Mr. A. Parkinson (C. U.—Blackpool)
that during this year 11,605 tons of merchandise, valued
at £1,368,207, consigned from Russia and shipped from
ports on the Black Sea, were registered as imported into
the United Kingdom. There was reason to hope that in
the near future there would be a considerable increase in
this trade.

—Manchester Guardian, Dec. 4, 1919.

The Hitch at Dorpat

The peace negotiations at Dorpat have encountered their
first serious obstacle, and on Thursday announcement was
made of the postponement of further sittings of the con-
ference until the Esthonian government has come to a
decision in regard to new proposals from Moscow.
Whether the controversy is so acute as to threaten a
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rupture of negotiations is not yet kmown, but it throws
some light on the resumption last week of the Bolshevik
offensive on the Esthonian front. The motive for it was
not at the time very obvious, in view of the professed
anxiety of Moscow for peace, but it now appears that
the Esthonian delegation was still working for an armis-
tice, which is not what the Soviets desire. Their aim
is to secure a general peace as quickly as possible and
they ostentatiously stand ready to make peace with all
the powers together or with any of them separately; even
a treaty with a small nation like Esthonia would be of
value as a beginning, while a mere armistice would have
no such significance. For the sake of a beginning they
would no doubt be willing to grant exceptionally liberal
terms to Esthonia.

This hard-headed policy is the essence of Bolshevik dip-
lomacy, though we need not give the credit for it to the
Bolsheviki, who learned from Marx to make economic con-
siderations paramount, and have no special claim to the
principle of self-determination, which Russians had adopted
before the Bolsheviki got control. Yet it is rather exasper-
ating to see Lenin & Co. scoring point after point by apply-
ing hard-headed common sense when the rest of Europe
has been chasing the old phantoms of glory, empire, buffer
states, superbuffer states, strategic frontiers, and vast arma-
ments to guard the strategic frontiers. With its manu-
factures and its splendid harbors Esthonia will be very
well off; by the imperialistic theory to which Denikin still
holds this would mean that Esthonia and its prosperity
should be kept by force within the empire. By the anti-
imperialistic theory which the Bolsheviki are exploiting,
all that is essential is freedom of trade and freedom of
transport for Russian goods to Reval and other ice-free
ports. Grant the substance and the shadow does not mat-
ter, and prosperity in one country will mean prosperity
for both, as with France and Belgium. At Paris such
arguments may seem low and sordid, but they make an
appeal to the people of Esthonia as well as of Russia, and
give the Bolsheviki a powerful lever for peace.

—Springfield Republican, December 21.

Gaida Persona non Grata

The arrest of General Gaida at Vladivostok in
November does not seem to have come as a sur-
prise in Siberia, for we have received a newspaper
clipping from one of our contributors that shows
him to have begun to disprove of the Kolchak
tyranny some months ago.

The Russian Economist, of Vladivostok, in its
issue of September 22nd, devotes a long article,
signed by the editor, to the differences which have
arisen between Gneeral Gaida, Commander-in-Chief
of the Czecho-Slovak forces in Siberia, and the
supreme command of the Kolchak armies on the
West Siberia front.

It appears that “a sharp conflict between him
and General Lebediev resulted in a well-nigh san-
guinary encounter in the Ural mountains.” As a
result General Gaida quit, and left in a special
train for the east.

According to the writer “the political adven-
turers” are making use of the name of General
Gaida, and he is becoming the gathering point of
“various elements dreaming of new phantoms of
bloody conflicts.”

The tone of the article shows that the editor,
who is a staunch supporter of the Kolchak re-
gime, is seriously alarmed at the possibility of an
arme;lks uprising by General Gaida and his Czecho-
Slovaks.
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Peace With Soviet Russia?
To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian

SiIR:—In the House of Commons on November
5, and subsequently in the press, I indicated a basis
on which it might be possible to obtain peace in
Soviet Russia, the draft published having been
agreed upon by the predominant force in Russia—
the de facto Government of the Russian Soviet Re-
public, known vulgarly as the Bolsheviks.

I have today received an official statement from
the Soviet Government in which they request me
to make public—

1. That they are still desirous of bringing
about peace and that the proposed outline
basis of discussion remains open, subject to
those modifications and reservations which will
obviously arise owing to changes in the mili-
tary situation and other causes.

2. That no relations have yet been opened
up between Germany and the Soviet Republic,
and whilst the statements of prominent mem-
bers of the Government indicate the desirabil-
ity of peace pending an official definite rejec-
tion within a reasonable time, there is no in-
tention of so doing.

In view of the absence of accredited diplomatic
channels this offer can be considered as an official
proposal.

If the Prime Minister still considers it undesir-
able to act on these “so-called peace advances from
the Soviet Republic” coming “through irrespons-
ible agencies,” let him send an official diplomatic
representative either to Moscow or to Copenhagen,
where Mr. Litvinoff, a member of the Commissar-
iat for Foreign Affairs, now' resides, to check or,
where necessary, amplify these proposals. Or,
again, if the proposals are not considered accept-
able, let him formulate better ones.

Let us recapitulate very briefly some of the pros
and cons for promoting peace in Russia.

1. Who is in favor of intervention and opposed
to peace? Mr. Churchill, a few Conservatives and
émigrés Russians, and financiers connected with
the old regime in Russia in some form or other.
We must face the bare facts as they are. No de-
cisive action by the anti-Bolsheviks appears pos-
sible—certainly without considerable Allied co-
operation, which would be an unthinkable policy.
Kolchak is scores of miles east of Omsk. Denikin
;s checked. Yudenich is virtually on the retired
ist.

They fear the spread of Communistic or Social-
istic principles in this country. If the Bolshevik
tenets are good let us hear about them; if they are
bad, the common sense of the British public will
reject them. Secrecy does more harm than good.

2. Who is in favor of peace? Mr. Lloyd George,
those Conservatives who appreciate the economic
necessity, a large section of the Liberal party,
and practically the whole of the organized Labor
movement, because they realize—

1. The military danger of a hostile Russia
combining with Germany and constituting a

e
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formidable alliance which may develop into
a serious menace to the peace of the world.

2. The financial need. The Russian debt
to Great Britain has been stated as £568,000,-
000. In these days of national economy cam-
paigns, saving of red-tape in Whitehall, and
reduction of flappers, the offer to recognize
this item should not pass without serious con-
sideration.

3. The economic need. The dangerous eco-
nomic situation of Europe today urgently de-
mands peace in Russia and the restoration of
Russia’s productive power with the least pos-
sible delay.

4. Unemployment. Russia needs locomo-
tives, rolling stock, clothes, boots, machinery
—in fact, most of the essential commodities
of civilization. If Great Britain obtains some
of these orders there should be little unem-
ployment left.

5. The humanitarian point of view. The
situation in Russia, combined with the short-
age of fuel and clothes and the advent of win-
ter, demands an effort from external powers
to bring about peace.

Further inactivity is not excusable.

Yours, &c.,
CeciL L’ESTRANGE MALONE.
House of Commons, December 2.
—Manchester Guardian, Dec. 4, 1919.

American Censorship Over the Siberian Press

The suppression of the Vladivostok daily Golos Primoriya
(Voice of the Sea-Coast), by order of the American mili-
tary command has been reported in the American press.
In one of our issues we have referred to this incident and
to the feeling aroused throughout Siberia. According
to the custom which prevailed in Czarist Russia the same
publishers and the same editorial staff proceeded with the
publication of their newspaper under another name, name-
ly, Golos Rodiny (the Voice of the Fatherland). But we
learn from the Irkutsk Nashe Dyelo of September 30, 1919,
that the new paper was likewise suppressed by order of
the American command.
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The Funeral of General Nikolayev in Petrograd

The Red General, Formerly a Tsarist General, Was Hanged by the Whites in Yamburg.

GENERAL Nikolayev, who, during the capture
of Yamburg, was hanged by the Whites, was
solemnly buried on October Sth by Red Petrograd.
He, formerly a general in the army of the Tsar, was,
according to the papers in Petrograd, one of the
first to enter the command of the Red Army, and
took over the command of the Xth division. The

of the White army could not forgive
him for that and he fell as the first victim of the
White Terror in Yamburg. The Soviet of Petro-
grad sent two representatives to call for the body
in Yamburg. Eye witnesses report that after Yam-
burg was taken, General Nikolayev was the first
one to be hanged. “They are murdering me but
the idea of the Communists cannot be murdered,”
were his last words.

The whole of Red Petrograd participated in the
funeral, October Sth. All troop detachments and
all organizations of the city assembled with stand-
ards and bands at the War Commissariat, where the
coffin stood, covered with beautiful wreaths, in the
decorated room. The coffin was carried out amid
the firing of salutes and the singing of revolu-
tionary songs. Zinoviev made a short farewell
speech. “Today,” he said, “we bury the fallen
hero Nikolayev. In this for us so heavy and
dangerous time, he gave his knowledge, his power,
and finally his life in defense of the cause of labor.
He was a general from the old time but this did

not prevent him from entering the Red Army as
a leader and defender of the Socialist Republic.
His enemies hated him for this. It even seemed
that the bullet was too good for him, and they
killed him, this old fighter, with a rope.

“He died as a hero. He seriously believed in the
cause that he defended.

“The land owners and lackeys of the old time be-
sought him to enter the ranks on their side and
promised him great advantages, but he rejected
their offers and preferred this heroic death.

“His act will not be forgotten. His name will
shine as a star to coming generations. Our whole
army and republic uncovers its head in his mem-
ory. His memory will shine forever. Let us fol-
low in his steps. May every fighter in our army
be willing to follow his example and may there
be many men like him amongst us.

“Praised be he, who gave his energy and his
life for the cause of the workers and the peasants.
Long live our Red Army and our victory.”

The Red hero was buried, according to the
wishes of his family, in a small obscure workers’
cemetery,—that belonging to a china factory—and
thousands of Red soldiers and citizens accompanied
him to his last resting place.

Thus Soviet Russia honors the officers and gen-
erals, who serve and fight for the great cause of
Socialism and the proletariat.
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Soviet Russia and Asia

By TarRakNATH Das

The history of Russia before the revolution, was
nothing but a systematic expansion on all sides,
especially in Asia, toward Persia, Central Asia,
Mongolia and China. Russia was a great menace
to world peace, and far-sighted thinkers like Capt.
Mahan and others advocated an Anglo-Saxon-Teu-
tonic Alliance against the Slavs. (Vide. Asiatic
Problems, by Mahan.)

The real underlying cause of the Russo-Japanese
War was to check Russia’s growing control of
China and expansion toward the Pacific, which
course threatened Japan’s existence as a free nation.
Even after Russia’s defeat in this gigantic struggle,
the Anglo-Russian Agreement was consummated
to destroy the natural sovereignty of Persia and
Afghanistan, and to establish a protectorate over
Mongolia. Imperial Czarist Russia entered the
European War with the express understanding that
she would gain Constantinople and thus destroy the
Ottoman Empire.

Happily for the whole world, that Russian auto-
cracy has been overthrown, and Revolutionary
Russia with a vision for a new social order, has
come into existence. It is common knowledge that
the Soviet Republic has renounced all claims over
the Persian territory usurped by Czarist Russia,
and has recognized the autonomy of Central Asian
Mohammedan States, particularly of Afghanistan,
and has warmly received Afghanistan’s special
ambassador. Soviet Russia has already proposed
to renounce all claims of extra-territoriality and
Spheres of Influence in the Chinese Republic.
(Vide. Foreign Minister Chicherin’s Report quot-
ed in Proletarian Revolution in Russia, by Lenin
and Trotsky, edited by Louis Fraina). Soviet Rus-
sia has voiced its belief that the people of Asia,
as well as of other countries, should enjoy political
as well as industrial democracy, and this sincerity
assures great hope to the people of Asia who be-
lieve in political and industrial democracy.

It is quite evident that the group of nations
which are dominating Asia, and which have no
intention of giving up their policy of robbery and
exploitation of the millions of that continent,
dread the very thought of strengthening and con-
solidating the Soviet Republic. They know that in
Soviet Russia lies the spark of hope for the free-
dom of Asia; they realize that Soviet Russia is
the serious and menacing danger which may ul-
timately crush the Imperialism which has reduced
millions to thraldom. So Soviet Russia, free Rus-
sia, the hope of Asia, has become the victim of the
Imperialists of the world. Even without declaring
war, the Supreme Allied Council, or some other
mysterious form of super-government, has propos-
ed a blockade that innocent Russian children and
women, as well as the Russian people, may be
starved into submission, and the hope of Asian
independence may be crushed.

Western Imperialisms,  which rest on the sub-
jection of Asia, rejoice in this pernicious plan,
and even go so far as to ask and use the aid of
Asia to destroy the Soviet Republic, the hope of
Asian independence; but it will be sheer insanity
on the part of Asian peoples and Asian govern-
ments which really represent the interests of the
people, to join hands in this diabolical plan; be-
cause, if Soviet Russia is crushed, through foreign
aid, Russia will be reduced to a protectorate of its
foreign enemies and its territory will be dismem-
bered. If this occurs, it will be infinitely harder
to achieve Asian independence than it was before
the war.

Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan, India, and China
have much to gain from the mere existence of a
strong Soviet Government, the very antithesis of
western imperialism, and the friend of enslaved
nations. The people of these oppressed nationali-
ties understand this, and so they fully sympathize
with Russia’s revolution, and are anxious for its
success. -

There is some doubt about the policy of Japan
toward Soviet Russia. Some of the Japanese states-
men, the upholders of abnormal supremacy of all
forms of vested interests, are naturally very an-
tagonistic because of the so-called scare of “Bol-
shevism.” But they should never forget that the
Japanese people like all other people, desire great-
er enlightenment and greater life, and merely
being antagonistic to Soviet Russia will not
solve Japan’s internal social and industrial prob-
lems; but this policy will rather accentuate the
ever-increasing difficulties.

Japan is an ally of Great Britain, the arch
enemy of a strong Russia, whether Imperial or
Soviet. (Vide. Traditions of British Diplomacy,
by Elliot.)

Since Lord Curzon, the Russo-phobe, has be-
come the Foreign Minister of Great Britain, and
the movement for Indian Independence has been
gaining increasing momentum, it is expected that
British diplomacy will assume a more anti-Rus-
sian attitude. But should Japan, because of her
Anglo-Japanese Alliance, or some other under-
standing, pursue a policy against Soviet Russia,
Russia will be weakened to such an extent as to be-
come a source of weakness to Japan and to all
Asia.

Japanese statesmen, Japanese people, and all
who believe in Asian independence—which is the
first requisite for world freedom—should give care-
ful thought to this question, because Japan’s atti-
tude toward Russia has not only a great bearing on
Japan’s future freedom, but upon the freedom of
all Asia and of the world. If Japan acts in a short-
sighted way for temporary gain, she will jeopardize
her own safety and the cause of Asian independ-
ence.
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England’s Russian Policy and the Decline of the

League of Nations
By GiNo Carza Bepora
London Correspondent for “Il Giornale d’ltalia,” November 18

LI'I'I‘LE by little the cardboard tower of Big

Four diplomacy at Paris is crumbling. And
we [Italians shall not be particularly surprised
at its ruin, for we have scented this ill-wind ever
since last March, when the international diplomats
began their work. Such a structure cannot last
long beside the great beast of demagogy at Ver-
sailles. Only the most naive person could mistake
its walls of raked-up cement and stucco for marble.
Now the time has come to rebuild on that mud
foundation, which so presumptuously challenged
the storms of history.

It is lucky that not all of the diplomats who were
responsible for it are stubbornly attempting to
preserve at all costs this outgrown structure of
theirs. Lloyd George, with his Welsh agility, offers
us the first example of that much needed contri-
tion. And at the Guildhall two days before Poin-
caré and Pichon arrived in London, he launched
his intention of reopening the Prinkipo negotia-
tions with the Bolsheviki—the chief nightmare of
the portfolio and French nationalism. It took
courage to do this, and he was not afraid. With
all his faults, the Prime Minister must be given
credit for his boldness. At Paris the press attack-
ed him bitterly, and here, the Northcliffe and Con-
servative papers have followed suit. But the nation
is back of Lloyd George, except for part of his
financial policy; it is sick and tired of this mili-
tary and economic Russian adventure, and has
guessed, with British intuition, that Bolshevism is
a disease which is cured by internal treatment, and
not by massaging the skin. Time will be its doc-
tor. And another thing is now evident: while
England is waging war against Bolshevism, Ger-
many is doing the conquering. England must
take this opportunity to bring them together
through negotiating, until it is possible to get
them in check and moderate their madness. Then
Lloyd George, with the country back of him, will
be able to come to terms with Bolshevism, and
squeeze as much out of it as he can. Though he
was forced to give up this project last March, pres-
sure from without is now so strong that he will
not refrain any longer from his undertaking.

But under this little bubbling of Lloyd George,
boils a political ferment much more important.
The truth is that England is tired of paying the
bills for this Russian adventure of the Allies and
persisting in this speculation at a total loss, with-
out any direct responsibility being assumed by
them. France gives neither money, men, arms,
nor munitions to help Kolchak, Yudenich, or Deni-
kin, nor, after the tiresome adventure of Odessa,
does she even decide to lend a hand to the British
fleet which is operating in the Baltic Sea; America

not only lends no aid, but Bolshevism is workin
there without and within, in the form of specia
missions, pseudoshumanitarian and pseudo-com-
mercial, which repeat their own experiences, and
pour out their own successes in that great secret
fraternity, the American business world; Italy,
with much ado, washes her hands of the whole
affair; and kind Britain is left alone to play the
part of banker and furnish supplies for all the
adventurers, all the heroes, all the patriots, and
all the Messiahs, who some day intend to realize
their own interests over the corpse of Bolshevism,
which has been far too hypothetically struck down.
Considering all this confusion, and the risk the
Allies are running, satisfactory compensation for
the British seems very doubtful, even in case of
success, It is, therefore, useless to continue to
burden British shoulders with such a responsibility.
Then, too, there is the more extreme element in
labor, which looks with no favor on this setting
loose the British mastiff against the Russian Revo-
lutionists in the interests of a third party, and,
considering its temper, it is not advisable to hold
this thorn near its mouth. It is clear now, that
no matter what sort of a fuss the French may
make, England, sooner or later, will withdraw
from the Russian “ring” to devote herself to tasks
of more immediate importance.

This act may not seem very noble in itself. But
it would be well to remember that when England,
during the conference, accepted the uninviting and
somewhat costly task of taking the reins of the
offensive against Bolshevism, she was induced by
the promise of all the Allies that the struggle
against Bolshevism was to be the first problem in
which the active political power of the League of
Nations should be tried out.

Social Vices at Archangel
Tromso, October 20, 1919.
Norwegians who have been working for some
time at Murmansk and Archangel have informed
the “Nordlys” about a few features of the Eng-
lish rule of terror. The English have opened up
the brandy trade and established brothels. One
man recognized a woman who had earlier been
seen in a summer park in Norway. He says that
there were four hundred women in the brothels,
some of whom had been forced to remain there
against their will. More than half of them suf-
fer from sex diseases, and there is no medical at-
tention. The rage against the English is very
great, and as soon as the English left Archangel
and Murman, the Finnish White Guards entered
and made themselves the rulers. .
—Social-Demokraten, Christiania, Oct. 21, 1919.
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And What About Russia?

By ARMANDO ZANETTI
This article by a talented Italian journalist, who has appeared in our columns before (see
Sovier Russia No. 8), is of interest at this time because of the recent news item reporting the arrival

in ltaly of a Soviet Russian representative, who offers Soviet trade with Italy through the ports of
South Russia about to be retaken from Denikin. The article is translated from “Giornale d'ltalia”

of Sept. 18, 1919.

PEACE has been declared. So far, however,

there is little evidence that a new era of good-
will and reorganization is to result from the
memorable days which mark the end of the great-
est and most terrible period of the world’s his-
tory.

The hatred and bitterness of yesterday’s ene-
mies and allies have not shown the slightest sign
of cooling down; the economic life in almost all
of Europe is still verging on a crisis which en-
tails dangers of every description; questions of
the utmost importance to us relating to neighbor-
ing countries and the Balkans, are still hanging
in the air. But worst of all is the chaos and dis-
order in Russia, which is now a hot-bed of wars
and uprisings. And toward this problem the men
of Versailles and Saint Germain have shown blind-
ness and indecision beyond words. Their Rus-
sian policy has resulted in a series of mistakes
which have only complicated the problem and in-
creased the confusion of the situation, making a
satisfactory solution almost impossible.

We speak of the men of Versailles and Saint
Germain. We should say, more properly, our
western allies; Italy, at her own expense, being
a passive and acquiescent participant. Even the
Italian press on this subject has revealed an indif-
ference that is serious and harmful to the inter-
ests of the country, which justly demand effective
protection.

What Italy needs most is a complete and rapid
restoration 'of normal relations in Europe, both
politically and economically, and the consequent
communication with the east. It is only by dis-
regarding her own interests that Italy has been
able to tolerate such conditions and to be a party
to the absurd Clemenceau-Churchill policy. This
policy has dragged the Russian problem along on
an entirely false basis, the Entente daring neither
to intervene effectively, nor to base its action on
the frank recognition of a de facto state that has
belied all the expectations and illusions of its
diplomacy. As an Italian correspondent wrote
from London last May, “The policy of the Allies
in Russia has lacked the logical directing force
that it would have had if they had been guided
by reason from the start. It has lacked the con-
tinuity and vision necessary in order to realize
the actual state of affairs. When the Allied gov-
ernments were failing, they resorted to secrecy—
they suppressed publications containing important
military and political news, authorizing only those
which were more adapted to conceal the facts.”
(Secolo, May 29.)

-

Furthermore, the policy of the Allies in Rus-
sia, fully justified by military and political con-
siderations of all kinds during the war with the
Central Powers, was continued even after Novem-
ber, 1918, partly owing to a certain inertia and the
typical obstinacy of the French, who saw, or
thought they saw, a chance of taking the lead,
and partly, also, on other grounds.

In the first place, the French were worrying
about their twenty billion francs invested in Rus-
sia, which they still hoped to save by their policy
of uncompromising hostility, taking every oppor-
tunity to aggravate matters, and to keep Soviet
Russia in economic isolation—which was the
surest way to compromise in the end. And, in the
second place, there was the consideration common
to almost all governments at war—the dread of
the so-called “disease” of Bolshevism, which jus-
tified the most drastic measures of censorship and
isolation until they had a million trained men
ready to send to war again, but which was, never-
theless, a serious mistake, both psychologically
and politically.

In fact, the danger which the governments and
middle classes of the West have feared from Bol-
shevism was not a danger in the absolute sense,
since in the West the bourgeois classes have clearly
shown that their position is much stronger than
that of the Russian bourgeoisie. It is rather a
natural danger, resulting from the confusion of
the war, and also from the follies of the different
countries in their internal policy.

One single consideration should have been suf-
ficient to remove this censorship and “sanitary
cordon” from Russia: Either the ruling classes
of the European countries will know how to fulfil
their duty as ruling classes, or they will not. If
they do this, by active anti-Bolshevist propaganda,
or by a sane and energetic policy of reorganizing
the institutions which the war proved inadequate
(such as the diplomacy and bureaucracy of Italy),
then there is no Bolshevist propaganda in the
world that will scare them. But 1? they do not
realize this duty, there will be no barriers, no
power on earth which can save them from the
fate they deserve. The triumph of Bolshevism
in Russia was possible not so much because of the
strength of the working classes or their ideas, as
because of the corruption of the old regime, due
to the moral inconsistency and political deficiency
of the classes that were in power.

The ruling class in Italy, in spite of inevitable
shortcomings and miscalculations, appears to real-
ize the task before it. But the Italian govern-
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ment does not seem to take into consideration, or
to have given sufficient attention to another factor
of psychological importance. While we are help-
ing to keep Russia cut off from the rest of Europe,
the opportunity offers itself to the Bolshevists in
Italy to gain support for the party now in con-
rol at Moscow, at the expense of the bourgeoisie
of other nations; and the Bolshevik press here
has the chance to say all it wants about the crimes
of that regime, and, above all, is perfectly free
to conceal or deny at will facts of the utmost
importance for any understanding of this subject.

Much has been written—perhaps too much—
about the horrors and misery that prevail in Rus-
sia, but whoever has seen it knows that our people,
who are comparatively well off and accustomed to
a comfortable and normal life, cannot have any
imagination of the unspeakable tragedy of the
situation.

I should say that too much has been said about
the horrors and too little about the misery. I
should say that the sacrifice of some ten thou-
sand political victims, out of a population of a
hundred million or more, was not such a terrible
thing in itself. When we consider the French
Revolution, we see that cruelty was n to
establish a better order, or at least one which
was sincerely believed to be better.

But what is worst of all, because it is lasting
so long, and has already killed more people than
the war, and is menacing the life ome entire
population, especially in the cities, is the hunger,
the disease, and the exhaustion. Even the most
robust constitutions are failing, and the faculty
of reproducing the race is constantly diminishing.
It is the infinite number of agonizin iences
in the daily life of the individual &at Erutalize
him and kill his intellectual activity, increasing
the sufferings and hysteria of the race.

It is a calamity to have a nation torn to pieces
in this way, even if it may be partly to blame,
through its own folly or weakness,

Our greatest political interest now is to see
the restoration of the European equilibrium, which
has been disturbed too much already by the con-
tinuance of anarchy in Russia and the borderin
countries, which constitute perhaps the largest ang
most promising field for our business activities.
But even aside from this—there is Russia, a con-
siderable part of Europe, suffering terribly from
her isolation and from the existing regime, being
driven by both toward desperation and absolute
ruin. This in itself is enough to prove to us the
necessity of watching our course, and of examin-
ing the very foundations of our actual policy to-
ward that country. We must ask ourselves why
we have been supporting the Allies up till now
in their tenacious illusion of restoring Russia by
galvanizing (not even seriously aiding) the at-
tempts of the old regime to regain control. We
may find that we have been working against our
own interests, which would have nothing to re-
joice over from such a restoration.
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What we must examine most carefully is this
policy which we have been following until now.
May it not be based on a serious misconception,
since the Entente went so far astray in its esti-
mate of the probable duration of Lenin’s regime?

One thing we have pointed out many times—
although the printers’ strike cut off our discussion
of the subject—that while the whole policy of the
Entente may have been partly justified by the con-
ditions mentioned above, it was the result of a
false conception (due chiefly to misinformation
on the part of our western diplomats). The Allies
failed to realize that Bolshevism, having passed
the first stage of struggles and crises, was con-
solidating all its energies.

In North Russia, the counter-revolution has been
definitely put down, and all potential leaders
of further revolt have been defeated and driven
out. This regime is not only capable of hold-
ing its own against its enemies there, but it is
actually a strong military power, held together
by iron discipline, and forced to fight under the
most desperate conditions.

The question is now whether the Allies have
made any progress, and if so, how much; and,
supposing that they can fight to-day with prob-
ability of success, whether it would really Ee in
the interests of Italy to aid their victory. We
must examine to find the best way of relieving
various national movements around the old em-
pire, and weigh them from the standpoint of posi-
tive or negative value to ourselves. On one hand
it is necessary to find the best way of relievins
the misery in Soviet Russia, and on the other han
to aid in a general way the stabilization of all
Russia, even though it might accomplish nothin
more than to make our commercial relations wi
that country less precarious.

But one thing seems to us beyond doubt: that
it is from the very highest motives—in the intes-
ests of Russia—that Italy must act. This coun-
t7, now seriously kept back by a continual state
of civil war and anarchy, demands a new, more
humane, and at the same time more practical
policy, for the solution of its internal affairs.

Nearly two years have passed since the Lenin
regime got control of the state, and, since the
spring of 1918, its strength has been unquestion-
ably increasing in Moscow, Northern Russia, and
the Central regions.

A little less than a year ago the sratatic reign
of terror which had so shocked all Europe came
to an end. The definite victory of the Allies over
the Central Powers destroyed the only really un-
deniable reasons for a vigorous and uncompromis-
ing blockade of Soviet Russia; the victorious na-
tions have made it most clearly understood that
they had no intention of shedding their blood to
restore to power the Czarist leaders who were
more or less democratically camouflaged; this
summer’s campaigns showe! how very far the
Allied forces were from making any headway
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