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§  of a lunatic asylum who was
™ asked by a visitor to the institu-
tion how he came to be there, “Well,"
he replied, “I thought the people outside
) mad, and they thou

: d myself in disagreement
\with numbers of the comrades, and hope
‘in the Weekly People—the only
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W whether in the “Independent” or
not, obviously from the context ought to

sider that it is, on the contrary, an at-
tempt to seduce the proletariat from the
firm ground of political and economic
science on to the questionable ground
of physiology and sex. Instead of rais-
ing up friends in the camp of the enemy,
it engenders the fatal habit of looking
outside our own class for help to the
members of a class—the “enemy” refer-
red to—whose whole material interests
are op| to ours. In the days of
battle will the claims of sex or the claims
of their class weigh most with the ladies
of . the capitalist class? Bebel's “Wo-
man” is popular because of its quasi-
prurient revelations of the past and pres-
ent degradation of womanhood, but I
question’ if you can find in the whole
world one woman who was led to Social-
ism by it, but you can find hundreds who
were led from studying iali
by judicious extracts from its pages. I
belicve it is destined 1 be in the future
4 potent weapon against us in this coun-
try. And it is a weapon put into the
enemy’s hands without obtaining any cor-
responding advantage for our side. The
valuable propaganda material in the book
is absolutely nullified by its identification
with & debatable physiological question
on which the party as a whole has never
been consulted, and could not be.

The attitude of the party toward re-
ligion is another one on which I helieve
there is a tendency at present to stray
from the correct path. Theoretically ev-
ery S. L. P. man agrees that Socialism
is a political and economic question, and
has nothing to do with religion. But
how many adhere to that position? Very
few, indeed. It is scarcely possible to
take up a copy of The Weekly People
of late without realizing from its con-
tents that it and the party are hecoming
distinctly anti-religious. 1f a clergyman
anywhere attacks Socialism the tendency
is to hit back, not at his economic ab-
surdities, but at his theology, with which
we have nothing to do. In other words,
we occupy. a strongly entrenched position
based upon demonstrable facts. When a

i | crergyman attacks this position our wisest

course is to remain in our entrenchments

and to allow him to waste his energy and

demonstrate his ignorance by futile at-
tacks wpon our position. Instead of
which, our comrades descend from their
entrenchments and engage the enemy in
combat aver a question of the next world
=~-a question that were we to argue for
another century could not be proven or
disproved on one side or the other, That
is to say, we attack the enemy where he
is strongest, and instead of relying upon
appeals to the class interests of the work-
ers we tangle their minds up in questions
which even the trained intellect of sci-
entists cannot solve. All of which must
be very satisfactory to our enemies. The

" | prominence given to the absurd arti.le

of M. Vandervelde illustrates this clear-
ly. Mr. Vandervelde is a middle class
doctrinaire, who, on every question of
tactics, has proven himself unsafe as a
guide. His performances as an up-
holder of Millerand ought to be weli
known to readers of The People, his
botchy handling of the late Universal
Strike in Belgium, when he and his
party sacrificed the interests of hundreds
of poor workiygmen and their families in
order to “teach a lesson” to the amused
capitalist government, is also well known.
His sm is recognized
by every thinking student of the Euro-
pean Sacialist movement, but, lo! he
speaks &ninst the Catholic Church, and
presto, ‘he is become an oracle. But I
refuse to worship at this Delphic shrine,
and I laugh at the words of the oracle.
Indeed, those words contain their own
refutation. They are not a reasoned ap-
peal to the warking class, but an appeal
to the free-thinkers to look to the So-
cialists to fight their battles for themn.
That is the tenor of the whole articls.
See how tenderly he speaks of the Eng-
lish Liberals. "Justice forbids, however.
to reproach English Liberalism as a body
with the reactionary complaisance of the
right wing." We read how he approves
of the sleck bourgeois governmental
dodge to disorganize Socialist forces by
the corruption of Millerand and Jaures.
For the extract in The People omits a
word, which I will put in brackets, and

have been there: “The Republican mid-
dle class and the radical Democracy do
. e to accept the belp of the
nocracy in the fight against the

To this doctrinaire the great
ing ‘class for free-

; nrugoaoi the
'dom is but a kind of side show, or, per-
ree-thinkin

haps, an auxiliary, to

thinking workingman who is not at the
same time & Socinlist,” only goes to show
how little he knows about the working
class, I am sure few readers of The
People could echo his werds. His
whale soul is perturbed with the fear
that when Socialism erushes out the
free-thinking middle class, there will be
nobody left to fight the Chureh unless
Socialism kindly consents to become a
catspaw for the propagandists of free-
thought. How the capitalist editor of
the English “Freethinker,” or the stanch
Republican soul of Bob Ingersoll would
rejoice to see us linking the propaganda
of our knowledge with that of their
speculations. We have seen how the
freethinking capitalist governments of
France knew how to utilize an anti-cleri-
cal Dreyfus agitation to corrupt our
movement, we see to-day how a similar
freethinking administration in the same
country initiates against religious or-
ders a campaign which the Parti Quvrier
has seen fit to dencunce as a mere bour-
geois dodge to divert public attention
from the social question, and if we but
pause to think we will see in the anti-
religious tone of our papers and speak-
e1s how the ground here is being unwit-
tingly prepared for the same confusion
and emasculation. 1 shall certainly do
my share toward repelliag every such
tendency as stromgly as I wouid fight
to prevent the movement being identified
even by implication with the tenets of the
Catholic Church, or the Protestant, or th
Shinto, or the Jew, ‘

The S. L, P, is a political and economic
party, seeking the conquest of public
power in order to clear the way for the
Social Revolution. Let it keep to that.
It is a big enough proposition.

But T have said enough to arouse dis-
cussion, and will reserve further criticism
to apother time. I hold that mine is
the correct S. L. P. doctrine. Now, will

some ong please tread on the tail of my

coat? JAMES CONNQLLY,

Troy, N. Y., March a3.

[The flippancy of the last sentence is to
be regretted, especially in view of the
importance that our critic seems to at-
tach to his private opinions in the prem-
ises, an importance that, in a way, they
deserve seeing that in the course of the
Socjd{n Movement they have before now

rperiodically recurred, and, although uni-

formly rejected, present a recurring men-
tal phenomenon that should be well un-
derstood, that has to be reckoned with,
and that must be resisted if Socialism
is to triumph. Comrade Connolly’s coat-
tails shall remain untouched. He will be
met in front,

The three heads—Wages, Marriage

(Continned on page 2.)

CONGRESSIONAL

THE “DUTY” OF LABOR AND THE
“RIGHTS"” OF CAPITAL EXEM.
PLIFIED,

While Refusing to Raise the Salaries of
Letter Carriers and Other Working
Class Employes in the Post Office De-
partment, the Capitalist Government
Throws Away Millions Upon Miilions
Upon the Railroads

No Socialist will have any excuse dur-
ing the pending Presidential campaign
if his quiver is not full of arrows against
capitalism. The only disadvantage the
Boclalist eampaigner may labor under
will be the disadvantage of a grateful
heart, The facts lie needs have all been
supplied by the Republicans and Demo-
crats themselves. These innocenta in
Congress bave thought to batter each
others’ heads by addacing documentary
facts and figures; in fact, however, they
simply battered their own joint capital-
ist head. A case in point was the debate
on the appropriations for the Post Office
Department. From the documents sub-
mitted the following facts transpired:

The Government is now paying for
1,116 rajlway post-office cars. The appro-
priation made to meet this branch of the
service is $5,736,000, which amounts ta
£3,140 for the amnual use or rental of
these cars. Stick a pin there.

Giving the claims of the railroad mag-
nates on what these railway post-office
cars cost them -the full benefit of the
doubt, & railway post-office car 60 feot
long costs $6,000; a 50-foot ear ecosts
§56,600 and a 40-foot car costs $5,000.
Stick a pin there. 'And now join the two
sets of facts together,

It follows that the Government pays
for the annual rental of a 40-foot car
$140 more than the car costs; for a
60-foot car within $300 of its cost, and
for a 60-foot car within $860 of its cost—

in other words, the annual rental, paid
by the Government on these cars for twe
years more than covers the ecost of all
Ly OVER $14,000!

There is one more fact {o be consid-
ered on this head in order to make =
proper estimata of the difference in the
treatment that our joint Republiean-
Democratic  eapitalist Government be-
stows upon its capitalist class emplayers
and its working class employes. The ad-
ditional fact to be considered is this—
the life of these railway post-office cars,
As shown from the hurinél taken by the
Committee on Post OMce and Post Roads,
and swbmitted to Congress, the life of a
post-office railway car is from TEN TO

TWENTY AND TWENTY-FIVE
YEARS! It follows that, taking an av-

erage car life of twelve years, and as-
suming, again on the side favoring the
railroads, that the approprintion for the
rent of these cars yremains at $5,730,000
a year and does not riss it follows that
the railroads pocket during those twelve
years MORE THAN $57,374,000—as
what?

These figures are the smallest. A
Iarge number of items is here left out of
consideration. If all were conmsidered
the figure would rise far above $57,-
374,000, It is large enongh for all prac-
tical purposes. It is not a candle, it is
a gigantic torch-light by whick to read
and understand the objection of the Com-
mittee on the Post Office and Post Rosds
ot both sides of the Chamber to raising
the pittance now paid to the letter-car-
riers to the girls in the bagging depart.
ment, in short, to all the real employes,
the workingmen and women in the De-
partment. The ‘objection is that “THE
REVENUES OF THE GOVERNMENT
WILL NOT ADMIT” the paying of
higher wages!

The joint head of the Republican-Dem-
ocratie columns which uphold the ecapi-
talist system of delusion and deception,
of plunder and false pretence, is pow-
dered to a pulp by themselves. When the
Post uffice employes are worn out they
are cast aside for “dead wood” with noth-
ing to show for a life of toil; when the
railway post-office cars are worn out,
their capitalist owners have over §57,
000,000 to show, Buch js the difference
between the “Duty” of Labor and the

‘sughts” of Capital.

BEBE

(Translated for The People by Gottfried
Ollendorf.)

Marx says in his “Capital”: “While &
necessary phase of development cannot
be overleaped, still its duration may be
shortened,” Oh, there is no greater prac-
tical politician than Marx, much misun-
derstood in our own ranks. A phase of
development cannot be overleaped, but
can be shortened.

Our whole activity has for its purpose
to abbreviate the phases of development,
in order to usher in the Bocialistic com-
munity. (Vivid assent.) But the motto
of the Revisionists s directly opposed to
this: “Oh, don't hurry! don't push!”

This is not the exact language, but it
is the sense of it: “The magsses are not
vipe as yet. How can you imagine that
these masses are able to properly use
the power of government if we at-
tain it

To this reply: Don't bother your
heads about these of others. What
do you know about the intelligence which
will be at our disposition when the
masses are with us? (“Very good!")
Look at all that our comrades have ac-
complished in the trade unions, in benefit
societies, in the frade courts, in the
Diets! Look at the work of the men in
Parlinment, not at that of the college-
bred, but at that of those risen from
the proletariat; in particular. the man-
ner in which these men filled their po-
sition last spring and summer on the
revenue-tax commission! I tell you hon-
estly: Certainly 1 did expect that they
wonld do their duty; but the magnificent
manner in which they did do it filled me

‘with admiration. ~(“Hear! hear!”)

' Go and sk the representatives of the
Government and thoss of the bourgeois
parties what a pitiable spectacle it was
when, at the most, some individual in-
terested In some particular propoeition
spoke from his own selflsh, narrow stand-
point, while on our side the Bauderts,
the Zubeils, the Antricks, and whateyer
their names may be, revealed a thorough

| sequaintance with the subject, partly
even with some of its most intricate

Take, for example, Antrick, who noted
as referee in a series of the most dif-
ficult echemical questions in such a man-
ner that the representatives of the Gov-
ernment regarded him in open-mouthed
astonishment. What do you know, then,
about the intelligence of the muasses?
Why! you have not even the first idea
about it! (“Very good!™)

Whenever a people has risen *en
masse,” the right men have ever ap-
peared at the right hour. And if there
ever was a grent movement in the eiv-
iligation of the world which has given
birth to the right men, to the right wom-
en, it is the Social-democracy. (Stormy
applause.)

If by some circumstance we conld dis-
place our opponents to-morrow and fill
their seats ourselves, don't worry, we
would know what we would have to do.
{Marked assent.)

Oh. these petty points of view, this
narrowness, this bashfulness, this eter-
nal pacifying, temporizing, diplomatiz-
ing, compromising! (Great hilarity and
applause,)  Certainly, our revisionists
possess all the pozmcal talent, the whole
of diplomatic genius; their political tal-
ent is visible from the distance of a mile
and the odor of their diplomatie genius
smells for 300 feet. (Renewed great hi-
larity.) : i

I tell you, these sticklers for princi-
ples, these people who, to-day mors than
ever, represent the old, ideal, revolntion-
ary standpoint of the Party, are no diplo-
mats, no statesmen, and don't want to
be—but I say to you: if it is evident
that somebody is a “statesman,” hs is &
statesman no Jonger. (*Very good!” and
great hilarity.) If anybody causes it to
be noticed, or even proclaims the fact
that he is a diplomat, he ceases to be
one, (“Quite right!™) ¢

To be brief, this is but the effort of
approach towards the bourgeols society
(marked assent), the blurring, the bridg-
ing, of the clashing issues between the
proletariat and bourgeois society. That
in the endeavor of the men in the Party
who  call  themselves  revisionists.

) (Marked nssent.) It is ever and ever the
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same old battle—hers to the left, there
to the right and between the morass.

These are the elements which never
know what they want, or rather, never
say what they want. (Assent.) These
are the wiseacres, in the first place, al-
ways eavesdropping: “How are things
there, how are thing here1”—the men
who always learn where the majority is,
and then wend their way toward it.
(Great assent.) This sart we, too, have
in our Party. (Renewed assent.)

A whole munber of them has come to
the light of day jn the course of these de-
liberations. These Party members must
be denounced. (Calls: “Denounced?”)

Yes, I say yes, denounced! so that the
comrades will know what kind of half-
way people they are. 'The man who
openly contends for his point of view I
know what fo do with, I can battle
with him. The vietory is either his or
mine; but the rotten elements, always
moving in the dark, avoiding every clear
decigion, ever repeating, “Why, we are
all united; wo are all brothers,” these are
the worst all! (Great assent.) Agninst
them my strongest efforts are directed.
{SBtormy applause,) But if there still
would b? o doubt in eousidering this
question, if this view be correct, the ex-
pressions of the enemy would constitute
my most complete justification. For me
they are the best barometer, [Great as-
sont.)

I ask: Has mot the ememy flattered
and praised in every form the revision-
istic attitude? Has he not given it, as
far as possible, moral support? The
“Frankfurter Zeitupg” has already been
designated as an organ of the revision-
ists, 80 to say, and exactly the same
eould have been said of Nauman's “Hilfe.”

As much as I differ with Herr Nau-
man, as much as I believe that he does
not possess political foresight, as far as
his tactics in opposition to us are econ:
cerned, as o rule he is very adroit. (Call;
“Still, he has no success!™) i

Certainly he had no success. Do you
think then; comrades, I beliove that re:

(Contined on page 2)
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[HE TROUBLE IN THE LITHO. INDUSTRY

PROGRESSIVE LITHO ALLIANCE, 170, S.T. & L. A.; ADDRESSES THE EN-
PLOYES ON THE ISSUES INVOLVED.

To the Lithographic Workmen:—It is
ne_edlesa to tell you that you are in the
midst ‘of n struggle. Thoroughly you
have repudiated the slogan of the fellow
who wishea to crawl and seeks an ex-
cuse by saying “workmen will net stick
together.” Almost %0 a man, without
any definite order, you have surrendered
your positions, That numerically you
are strang none ean deny. Yet, with that
numerical strength, is there a correspond-
ing clearness of aim? Have you sounded
this struggle, or rather this spontaneous
outburst of 8 continuous, existing, strug-
gle to its very depth? Are you elear
“whither are matters drifting?”

Before going any further lot it be un-
derstood that the men who are respon-
sible for this address do not ¢laim to be
prophets with superhuman foresight nor
the sons of such prophets, However,
when facts are given, a conclusion drawn
and subsequent events prove that that
conclusion previously drawn was correct,
it is then time to drop all prejudice and
listen, especially, as in this case, to listen
is but to your material interest.

No modern industrially developed coun-
try can exist on its'own markets. Every
industrially developed country produces
more than it consumes, and must, there-
fore, export the surplus, In recent years
the United States has suceseded in pass-
ing all the European countries in the
competitive struggle for foreign markets.
The European eountries once they recog-
pized this fact, sent out industrial eom-
missiong to study up labor conditions in
the United States, Tt is now about two
years ngo that an English labor commis-
sion visited your unions, “to study labor
condjtions in the lithographic industry
of the United Btates.”

The prejudiced workman who has lis-
tened patiently till now will ery out and
demand in the name of (his) “common
sense,” what has lithography to do with
foreign markets? and with puffed up
chest will proclaim that the English
labor commission has simply visited the
lithographic uniong the same as it did
other unions, viz., out of sympathy and
friendship. In his prejudiced state of
mind he imagines the industry of lith-
ography a second Chinese Empire, with
high walls around it, that exeludes the
reaction of Ameriean competition,

Beclusion proved an impossibility for
the Chinese. Seclusion for the litho-
graphic or any other industry never ex-
isted, never ean exist. Closely inter-
woven into and inseparable from worid
competition is the welfare of the domes-
tie lithographer; consequently so also is
the welfare of the lithographic work-

Jmen with the welfare not only of the

workmen of this eountry, but with the
welfare of the workmen of the whole
world. Open and hidden strife between
employer and employee is not a singular
condition existing only in the litho-
graphic trade, This open and hidden
strife is & general condition existing in
every industry. Between the different
employers as hetween the different na-
tions, o fierce eompetition, & conflict ex-
ists,

Lithography has developed tremendous-
Iy within recent years, 500 sheets n
day is a very high estimate of a
day’s work of forty vears ago. Ten
years ago lithography had so developed

lat the steam press turned out five

thousand sheets twiece the size of the for-
mer sheets, According to a recent esti-
mate, one multi-color press is as good as
thirty-six of the presses that turnes sut
five thousand sheats. The competition
between both the nations and the bosses
has been the impetus for development.

When the steam press was introduced
the warkingmen's condition deteriorinted.
This factor created the Lithographers’
Iuternational Protective and Beneficial
Associntion, the printers’ union. Oppos-
ing this printers’ union then, was the
individual and comparatively small em-
ployer. To this fact was due the L. L
P.s specess at the time,

Mutual interest between employer and
employes spells peace. War being evi-
dent everywhere “mufual interest be-
tween employer and employe” hecomes
s fraud, Fraternity is proclaimed ss the
watchword of the unions that hold sway.
In the last few months the foremen and
those in charge were—secretly at first,
openly afterward-—told by the employer
to keep their men conservative, There
are but two sides to the story. One
must be either for the boss or he must
be for the workingmen. No man can
serve two interests or two masters. The
conservative is the fence-rider. Consere
vatism in the ronks of the workingmen
spells insincerity, and treachery. Never-
theless, at present, the congervative rles
the union. In choosing a foreman the em-
ployer does not choose the most nble of
the trade, Along with ability and fay
preferabla to the employer is the man
who is conservative. With the foremen
and the conservalive at the rudder of the
union sincerity in an attempt to better
the condition of the workingmen is out
of question, fraternity a cruel farce.

Bo far three points have been stated,

These three points will lead us to & eon
clusion. The first point was that i
eonflict for markets between all indus
trially developed countries exists. Th
nation that produces cheapest controli
the markets of the world. The Unitel
States having outstripped all the Euro
pean powers is the cheapest produging
countyy. ' The future existence of th(
foreign countries demanded that the;
must produce cheaper. The labor com:
missions, having studied the labor con
ditions here, went back to their oW1
country fo install the same machine
and the same systems in vogue in the
United States in their own country., T¢
enable this country to overcome the ef
fects of this reaction, i, e., to produce
cheaper, thg condition of the working
man  must be  changed by reduc
ing his wapes, increasing apprentiees,
ete, The workingman bears the brunt of
the internationul eonflict through the
ehanged poliey of his masters—the eap-
italist ciass.

The second point was, that a flerce
ecompetition, a conflict exists between the
different employers. In order to suc-
cessfully compete with his competitor
the litho, eapitalist must constantly ex-
pand and modernize his plant. The larger
and the more modern the plant, the
larger is the capital invested and, eon-
sequently, the larger is the amount of
interest that that eapital must bring
That intercst must be squeezed out of
the workingman.  The workingman
bears the brunt of that national eonflict
also.

The third point was that, due to the
conservatism, insincerity and treachery
introduced into the labor unions frater-
nity is practieally destroyed--labor is
betrayved, The eonclusion now reached
is that owing to the system of ecapital-
iem that eonservatism upholds, not peace
reigns, but war, that man, owing to the
conflicting interests created by capital-
ism, cannot bear good will toward his
fellow-being, but that one man’s hand is
at the other's throat. To overcome this
eanitalism must be abolished,

The International Protective and Bene-
ficial Associntion, the printers' union, is
the oldest lithographie union, therefore,
the firat that ever existed. To print, the
printer must have a press, The printer be-
ing dependent originally on the hand press
suffered first by the introduetion of the
steam press, or the improved machine.
He suffering first, organized first fo pro-
tect himaelf. The other branches of the
trade remained unorganized, By belng
organized, the printers achieved some
succoss. Yeb every advantage that the
printers gained was a disadvantage to the
other branches of the trade. The bosses
having to pay more for the printing re-
‘duced the cost of production in all the
other branches of the indusiry. The
other branches being unorganized were
then unable to protect themselves, This
immediate fact led the artists to form a
union. The bosses fearing, now that the
artists had formed an organization, that
they eould not shift the increased cost of
printing on to the shouiders of the ar-
tists, hailed the formation of this artists’
union as s positive danger which must
be gotten yid of., Consequently they
fought the artists’ unjon barder than
they ever fought the printers. This
artists’ union after “a great arbitration
victory” went down in & most ignomin-
ious defeat in 1800,

The antique English type of trade
unionism though it gives itself the ap-
pearance of practicality is Impractical.
Though giving itself the honor of know-
ing it all, knows nothing. Though re-
pudiating the Socialist it nevertheless
has learned all it knows and which has
accrued to the workingman's henefit from
the Socialist. Among many things that
it has thus learned is the law of sup-
ply and demand. 1t recognises the fact
that if there are mora workingmen than
jobs wages must go down. Accordingly
it has laid down a low ratio of appren-
tices in its apprentice Jaw. This appren-
tice law can be considered as the corner
stone of trades unfonism. The lowest
payed branch of the trade ix the press
feeder. This branch of press feeders oon-
sists of young men who hope some day to
learn to be & pressman and thus to be-
come self-supporting. The press feeder
being the pressman in embryo, his op
portunities were naturally reduced by
the low ratio of apprentices stipulatad
in the printers’ union law. Just as soor
as the printers' union became strong
enough to enforce its apprentica law, a
stinggle ensued between the press feed:
ers and the pressmen. This immediats
fact led to the formation of a prest
feeders' union, One now alternate
Iy sepbbed it on  the other unti.
finnlly the printers’ union was foreed to
make concessions to the feeders after it
had suffersd a decided defeat through
foeders scabbing it on the: pressmen in
the McLoughlin Bros.! strike in Brook-
Iyn.

(Contitued on Page 2.)



| periodically entered into by pure and

" | machinery is to-day upon the race is not
| a feature essential to the concentrated
" j'and otherwise beneficent machinery, but

| only the result of an incident, and an in-
| cident that can be and must be removed, to
| wit, its private ownership character, so
|| is the steadily evil influence exercised by

| and deem victory won and the ﬁ;r ended

—for that same reason do the compacte,

simple unions with capitalists, and that
have. the beneficent effect of brakes on
the decline of wages, exercise a steadily
evil influence upon the working class.

er | Pure and simple unionism condemns the

Labor Movement to the status of a rout-
ed and retreating army, with unionism

%8 1 as the rear guard, uninformed and vis-
=% | lonary enough to imagine its periodical

and temporary stands zgamst the ad-
‘vancing cavalry of capitalism to be vics

| tories that end the war. All the good

t!ut there may be in such stinds and

_ { truces are thereby lost, they become a

bane.  As the scourge that concentrated

pure and simple unionism not a feature
essential to unionism but only the re-

4 |'sult of an incident, to wit, its pure and

simple character, which ignores the per-
petual condition of war between Capital
and Labor. This incident in unionism
can and must be removed. Class-con-
scious ‘unjonism CAN profit by the
‘truces that it concludes with Capitalism
because it will not. mistake them. for

| treaties that end the war, consequently
i | its retreats would never be retreats that

inevitably are but the preliminaries for
further and ever worse retreats, its re-
treats would be the preliminaries for

. | final triumph. The S. T. & L. A. is there
for the purpose of removing that inci-’

dent that now blights unionism; that is
the reason for its existence, and that is
why, even though prices rise in tempo

. | with the-alleged rise of wages, and even
! thondgh‘ pure and simple unionism checks

the decline in Labor’s earnings, the S. T.
& L. A. form of unionism is a necedsity.

Without mentioning other valuable
features of bona fide unionism, apart
from the wages feature, grossly unfit
would that S. L. P. organizer be who, on
the stump—not engaged at writing a
book—but on the stump, and in the face
of both the obvious rises in prices and

5. | the faise pretences of the Labor fakirs
h | concerning how they are raising wages,
g | would indulge in the Kangaroo vanities
{.of quoting theories, out of their context,

‘befuddle his hearers, play into the hands
of the fakirs, and thereby boost the pure

| and simple delusion. Whatever else may

be said of the S. L. P. organizer who

' | would resist such vanities, not to him

the charge will stick of knowing of Marx
hardly more than his name,

In sociology as in biology formations
shade into each other without destroying

words, | the typical feature of each. The Labor

Movement or Socialism is political and
economic., The S, L. P. represents the
type of the political, the S. T. & L. A.

| of the economic arm of the Movement in
| the continuous war between the Working |

¢ | Class and the Capitalist Class. For all

| these reasons both organizations stand on

feet too firm to be knocked from under
them, and, while each trains and is bound
to train recruits for the other, unfit is

ither as a present or potential “ward-
heeling club” for the other. ;
' The rest and bulk of the criticism is
pointedly at the alleged “anti-religious”

men who attack Socialism; Bebel’s
“Woman"; and Vandervelde's article,—

{ all of which appeared in these columns.

'ATTACKS ON “THEOLOGY>
. As to The People’s treatment of cler-
gymen who attack Socialism the charge
is: “If a clergyman anywhere attacks
Socialism the tendency is to hit back, not

~at his economic absurdities, but at his
. theology.” In vain do we search in that
| pdssage, or in any of the others that pre-
{ cede or follow it, for even a remote hint

of an allegation of fact or instance illus-
trating ‘the charge that if a clergyman
anywhere attacks Socialism he is hit back
not at his absurd economics but at his

| theology. Being unaware of ever having

 tackled our clerical opponents on their
theology, left in utter darkness for an il-
lustration of such being done, we have
our memory. A long proces-
sion of instances where we “hit back” at
clergymen started a cavalcade before our
mind’s eye, and as each instance crossed
the reviewing line, we questioned it, Art
thou a case in point? For instance:
‘The Roman Catholic Cardinal Gibbons,
fresh back from the conclave at Rome,
where he took the oath to defend the
temporal power of the Pope, “usque ad

| effusionem sanguinis” (up to the shed-

ding of blood), declared Socialism un-
patriotic and Socialists ' un-American.
He was “hit back” by asking him with

lish, | what grace he, who had just been

| much as

swearing such extreme allegiance to a
foreign temporal power, could denounce

| the Socialists as “un-American and un-

patriotic.”—Was that theology?
A Chicago Jewish Rabbi sermonized

H | o the baneful effects of Socialism inas-
' it would destroy the incentive

to work. He was “hit back” with the

 facts showing how the sweat-

riage an

any remark that even remotely hints at.

tendency of the S, L. P. Our critic-
|.takes up the subject under three distinct
| heads: The People's treatment of clergy-

€ | economie

wE

! knocked themselyes out of work.—Was
that theology?

" Clergymen of all denominations have
insulted the Socialists’ wives and chil-
dren. They were “hit back” by holding
up to them the utterings of their cwn
savants, pronouncing prostitution a nec-
essity of capitalist society.~~Was that
theology?

Clergymen of ail denominations have
slandered Socialism as a destroyer of the
family. They were "hit back” with
proofs that the capitalist system, which
they uphold, tears the mother from the
child, and throws her into the factory;
reduces earnings and thereby prevents
marriages; makes the worker dependent
on the fickleness of the market, and
thereby sends him far away from his
family in search of work; separates the
sexes thereby building “he-towns” and
“she-towns,” and they were convicted of
being the abettors of the ruination of the
family.—Was that theology?

A Roman Catholic Archbishop de-
nounced Socialism as an inciter to re-
bellion against the “word of God,” which
commanded man to be satisfied with “the
station in which it has pleased God to
put him.” He was “hit back” and si-
lenced with the question whether he was
not a hypocrite, seeing he was then an
Archbishop, whereas “it had pleased
‘God” to put him in another station by
making him the son of a rum-seller.—
Was that theology?

Another Roman Catholic prelate pro-
nounced Socialists unutterable on the
ground of their materialist conception of
history. He was “hit back” with two
arrows from his own quiver. One was
the passage where Jesus, before preach-
ing to the multitude, satisfied their phy-
sical wants, and considered that so im-
portant as even to perform a miracle,
50 as to first feed them on loaves and
fishes; the other quotation was from
a leading Catholic divine who maintained
the necessity of the Papal temporal
power, on the ground that, without the
temporal (material) basis, the spiritual
duties of the Church could not be per-
formed.—Was that theology?

The whole Catholic hierar¢hy in chorus
slandered the Socialists as murderers of
rulers and disturbers of the State at the
time of .4he Czolgosz affair. They were
“hit back™” by citing a long list of mur-
derers of rulers down to present days,
including Czolgosz himself, all of whom
were Catholics, and by showing that
their theory of society, terrestrinl so-
ciety, by exaggerating the value of the
individual and by claiming that govern-
mental power comes from above instead
of from below, was, under given condi-
tions, g natura] breeder of assassins of
rulers, as the long list showed.—Was
that theology?

We call a halt to the procession. If
such instances are instances of attack-
ing theology, then the subjects must be
‘considered theologic. There should be no
confusion regarding such definitions. The
8. L. P. does not consider them theologic.
If any there be who does, he should
state so categorically. We should all
know it.

Theology or religion is a delicate and
occult thing. No man of sense and sure-
1y none of feeling will “hit back” at
that tender vein. He will respect that
private feeling with others, as he will
expect others to respect it with him.
But that is one thing, and another is to
allow clergymen to extend the jurisdie-
tion of “theology” over terrestrial and
civic mmatters, as they endeavor to do.
To allow them to, and not “hit back,”
and hard, too, at such clerical usurpa-
tions over a domain that is purely civie,
would be to allow them to walk into
our encampment, take possession, and
non-suit the cause of Socialism—and
that indeed would “be satisfactory to the
enemy.” With Daniel O’Connell, the S.
L, P, says: “All the religion you like
from Rome, but no politics.”

BEBEL'S “WOMAN.”

[ As to Bebel's “Woman,” our critic is
certainly right when he says that “ju-
dicious ' extracts,” that ' js, garblings,
from the work will repel. So, decidedly
80, would “judicious extracts” from the
Bible or Bhakespeare. The visitation
of being “judiciously” garbled is one
that no work, not the purest and sound-
est, is free from. There is nothing in
that charge. Moreover, what sort of in-
tellect is that that will place its judg-
ment in the hands of garblers, and al-
Jow it to turn from & work by garblings?
Surely, not upon such material could
Socialism build—nor did any great move-
ment ever build on such intellectual
quicksands, Nor are we inclined to dis-
pute the view that some of the revela-
tions in the book may tickle the prurient
who may see in them only pruriency.
We all know that there are men of the
Comstock make-up who can see in the
shape of the Venus of Milo only pru-
rient nudity. That, however, the popu-
darity of the book is due to such pru-
riency, is an wunfelicitous statement,
which, in its preposterous sweepingness,
‘cannot but shake confidence in the cool-
and first to dispose of minor ohjections,
our critic's “case in point”—where, after
endence has been secured

and mother of his children, then loving
some other woman, and leaving the for-
mer, and closing with the .question
whether economic freedom would be a
sotace o the deserted mother and chil-
dren—is in strange contradiction with the
observation that the paragraph opens
with, and in which our critic asserts that
he always has been and is now of the
opinion that “the tendency of civiliza-
tion is toward the perfection and com-
pletion, instead of toward the destruc-
tion ‘of monogamic marriage.”  This
“cnse in point” recalls the “cases in
point” that single-taxers are wont to ad-
duce against Socialism—they all pro-
h coed from the mental bias acquired un-
der present conditions, and from the error
of forgettin; that the altered and supe-
rior conditions will remove the results
that are the essence of most of these
“cases in point.” How can anyone ex-
pect to see monogamic marriage perfect-
ed, and vet conceive such a “case in
point,” despite the material conditions
have been removed that to-day render
“elective aflinity” or “natural selection™
a lie on the lips of the praise-singers of
capitalist society; that to-day lash man
dnd woman into false acts, before, during
and after marriage; and that so cruelly
bruiges monogamic marriage? How can
such a monstrosity as the one cited in
the “case in point” be imagined—not as
an exception whose shockingness only
would tend to promote monogamic mar-
riage—hut as a “case in point” that so-
ciety must reckon with? How can such
2 “case in point” be conceived but by a
mind that carries into future society the
sights of the present, and the material
impressions from which they proceed!?
We hold that, using the term “mono-
gamic marriage” in its ethnobogic and
only sense in which it may properly be
used, both the facts gathered by Bebel
and the further facts and argumentation
presented by the translator's preface,
leave room for no conclusion other than
that monogamic marrioge only awaits
the economic freedom of the race to
blossom like the rose.

The “case in point” directly leads to
the fundamental error from which the
objection to Bebel's “Woman” pro-
ceeds.

The opinion that “the abolition of the
capitalist system will, undoubtedly,
solve the economic side of the Woman
Question, but will solve that alone” is
utopian in that it denies the control:
ling influence of material conditions upon
any and all social institutions. What
that influence is no Marxist should ques-
tion. For, its influence on “marringe,”
ete., there is the monumental work of
Lewis H. Morgan—an undisputed au-
thority in ethnic science. Here are some
of his conclusions, gathered at random,
after a mass of demonstrative facts:

“It is impossibe to overestimate the
influence of property in the civilization
of mankind.”

“After the experience of several thou-
sand years it (property) caused the ab-
olition of slavery upon the discovery that
a freeman was a better property-making
machine.”

“The monogamian family owes its or-
igin to property. . . The growth of
the idea of property in the human mind

+ '+ . is intimately connected with
the establishment of this form of the
family.”

The whole work abounds with illustra-
tions that revolutionized ethnology and
furnished Marxian sociology with its ir-
refutable ethnic hasis, going to show
that the tenderest affections and senti-
ments—physical, sexual and mental—
have developed along the line of and in
the measure that material conditions
made them possible. This thirty-third
edition of Bebel's “Woman,” planted
squarely on Morgan, supplementing Mor-
gan with Marx, and weaving in the his-
toric connection of marital relations, has
an educational propagandistic = value
which no amount of actual or imagin-
ary thorns that may attach to the stalk
of that rose can nullify. No wonder the
8, L. P. never went through the super-
fluous trouble of consulting or voting
upon the essential merits of this cannon-
ball fired through the web of lies that
the spokesmen and candle-holders of the
usurping class have woven and seck to
stufl the human intellect with.

VANDERVELDE'S ARTIOLE.

Finally, as to Vandervelde's article,
which, barring a few obvious typograph-
ical errors, was published in these col-
umns in full, and not in extracts, as it
appeared in “The Indopendent” Here
our critic is, if possible, still more in-
felicitous than under the previous heads.

Is & man wrong in what he is right be-
cause he is wrong in what he is wrong?

What sort of argument is that which
leaves allegations of fact—that may be
true and may be false—untouched, and
would seek by indivection to discredit
them with the utterer's wrong doings
in other respects? Vandervelde express-
es private opinions and he also adduces
allegations of fact. As to the former,
for instance, his opinion touching the
numbers of free-thinking workingmen
‘who are Socialists, such opinions are not
statistics of faets but of fancy, like our
critic’s statistics about “hundreds of wo-
men who were repelled from studying
Socialism” by judicious extracts from
Bebel’s “Woman;” or the statistics of

the man he once ran across somewhers
who told him “De Leon had driven hun-
dreds of : of
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8. L. P” Why spend so much time on
these unimportant matters, and not a
word on Vandervelde's allegation of what
M. Woeste, one of the heads of the Belgian
Catholic party, eaid? Or his other al-
legation quoting the Catholic writer,
Donoso Cortes? Or on his allegations
that go to show the Catholic Church in
Belgium to have openly converted itself
into a politieal machine? Our critic
says truly that “on every question of
tactics he (Vandervelde) has proven him-
self unsafe,” but what about the ques-
tions of FACT that he alleges? Our
eritic pronounces the article “absurd,”
does the sertence of “absurd” extend
over the allegations of fact regarding the
Catholie political party in Belgium, and
the quotations from Catholic writers?
If the allegations of fact are “absurd”
why not expose them with counter alle-
gations so that the readers may verify
the allegations of both sides, and find out
on what leg the “absurd” boot lies? Or
must we conclude that seeing it is clergy-
men who run that political machine, and
seeing they give their party a religious
name, the matter, therefore, becomes
“theology” and the Belgian Socialists
should not “hit back” at that.

Without abandoning the judicial tem-
per and moderation necessary in the
handling of such grave issues—grave in
view of the role they have played in for-
mer movements——we must emphatically
say that—after enumerating a long list
of Kangarooic and heels-over-head acts
of Vandervelde, for all of which he has
been ' severcly taken to task in these
columns, and on account of which The
People has uniformly expressed a poor
opinion of the man as a tactician—our
critic is umhandsome in his climax: “but,
lo, he (Vandervelde) speaks against the
Catholic Church, and presto, he is be-
come an oracle!” There is no warrant
for the reasoning, least of all for the
conclusion of “oracle.”” With greater jus-
tice could one argne:

“The Belgian Socialists have been
fighting for the sufirage—good; they
have been opposing the system of plural
voting, that artificially raises their ex-

ploiters from a minority to a controlling |

iesjorttyr: gonls. Sheye ave heen Stroe | circular the growth and development of

gling to gain politieal power under a pro-
gram that demands the public ownership
of the land on and the tools with which
to work—good; they have been claim-
ing that Labor alone produces all wealth,
consequently Labor being in poverty, is
plundered, consequently, the idle capital-
ist, being in affluence, is in possession of
stolen goods—good; they have been de-
manding liberal education and lefsure to
profit by it, and proving their plunder-
ers to be in a conspiracy to breed and
perpetuate ignorance—good; but, lo, the
Catholic Church takes the political field
in Belgium against all that, and presto,
all that is become theology and should
not be bothered with!”

Aye, Socialism is a political and eco-

nomic movement, and the 8. L. P. is'

secking to clear the way for the Social
Revolution. It will keep to that! it
will neither degenerate into Kangarooic
vain splittings of hair on economics,
nor will it allow any one clergyman
or organization of clergymen, to rule it
one inch off its legitimate, terrestrial
field of action. It will firmly keep hold
of the whole of its big enough and noble
proposition.—Editor The People.]

THE TROUBLE IN THE
LITHO. INDUSTRY

(Continued from page 1.)

In 1896, after the artists’ strike had
been lost, a baker’s dozen of men who
saw into the folly of organizing on
branch lines and recognizing that capital-
ism with its conflicting interests is the
seat of the trouble, organized a loeal of
the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance,
under the title “Progressive Alliance,
170, 8. T. and L. A.'; Certain men, op-
portunists, that is, contractors, piecs-
workers and foremen, fearing the clear-
cut tactics of the Socialist Trade and
Labor Allianee (which would certainly
have forced them to rely on nothing but
their own earnings and which certainly
would have stopped them furthering the
ruination of the trade by acting as ex-
ploiters of labor on a small scale), and
assisted ably by the bogus Socialist, the
inevitable kangaroo, successfully organ-
ized another artists’ union on the same
lines of that which had suffered defeat.
[Proof for these statements is given by
some of these middlemen themseives,
at the present moment, as they are scab
bing it in the present trouble because the
artists’ union had made the abolishment
of piecework and the contract work =n
issue. As to the bogus Socialist, freak
and fraud that he is, he sought as usual
the company of the dishonest. Birds of
a feather fly together. He repudiates
the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance
here in the East, and he endorses an
organization, “The American Labor
Union,” founded on the same principle
as the Socialist Trade and Labor Alli-
ance in the West. When his dishonest
and corrupt political record is showt
to him he cries out “the difference does
not lie in me being corrupt and you
honest, but the difference lies in trade
union tactics.” The formation of the

American Labor Union pulls the last

plank from under him-—be now stands

pilloried as a freak and fraud, the vie-
tim of a private publishing association,
“The N. Y. Volkszeitung Publishing As-
sociation.”]

The advent of the Socialist Trade
and Labor Alliance proved to be a
boom for unionism in the trade. In or-
der to stave off its influence, the leaders
of the L. I. P. set to work. Every branch
of the trade that had hitherto not been
organized now formed an organization.
At this time the poster artists organ-
ized, the stone-grinders organized and
a little later, the cutters organized. An
allied trades council was broached.
Things now began to take another as-
pect. No more could the bosses shift
advantages that the organized had
wrung from them upon the shoulders of
the unorganized. The whole trade being
now organized they, as isolated firms
stood helpless. This drove them to or-
ganize, They found a fit manager, “a
social engineer,” in A. Beverley Smith.
It was now no longer a trade war. It
was a class war. It was now no longer
one branch of the trade against another.
It was now the organized lithographie
capitalists against the organized lith-
ographic workmen,

In the strife that ensued organized
labor, organized in the English type of
trade unionism, was beaten back. To
this fact is due the formation of the
heretofore broached trade alliance be-
tween the different unions. A. Beverley
Smith introduced a system to control em-
ployment, wages, ete. The unions swal-
lowed it. He then introduced other ob-
noxious usages. They approved of them
by accepting them. He has to-day put
them in such a pickle that the leaders,
recognizing their weakness, are willing
to sign away their last vestige of inde-
pendence by signing an arbitration agree-
ment which practically makes the con-
stitution of all the unions null and void.
And this, too, in spite of the fraudulent
outcome of arbitration in the artists’
strike and of the recent coal miners’
strike. Experience abounds to prove that
the labor union that stoops to arbitra-
tion is dommed to sacrifice its members’
interests in some manner or other. Ar-
bitration is a wedge inserted into the
working class struggle for its own inter-
ests, for the benefit of the employing—
the capitalist——class. Remember tihe
artists’ arbitration!

We have outlined in the first part of
this address the existing strugzle be-
tween the classes under capitalism. We
have outlined in the second part of our

trades-unionism = in  the lithographic
trade. We *-%e Surther shown in the
second part that tne existing unions not
recognizing the cause of the existing

i clags struggle, are unable to cope with

the situation, and advoeating a suicidal
ameasure, For a successful labor move-
ment something more is needed than
mere numbers. 1t must possess princi-
ple in accord with its class interests. The
existing unions are as an army without
arms on this account.

Below is attached the Declaration of
Principles of the Socialist Trade and
Labor Alliance. It has the principles
that are needed for labor's success. The
spirit of conservatism is not tolerated
within that union. To prevent tHe trade
from deteriorating every man within the
trade ought to join the new trade union.

Peruse this address closely. Study
the principles below. Keep this address
for future reference. If you do not
agree with us now future developments
will drive you o us. The solution that
we propose is the only practical and sane
one. We have the principles, you have
the numbers, History teaches us that
the numbers, when once they recognize
a principle are carried along like spray
before the wind. The position that you
now hold is untenable.  Ectween two
given points a straight line is the short-
est distance. On then to peace and to
the Sccialist Republic, ,,
S. T. & L. A, Declaration of Principles,

WHEREAS, In the natural develop-
ment of capitalism, the class struggle
between the privileged few and the disin-
herited masses, which is the inevitable
and irrepressible outcome -of the wage
system, has reached a point where the
old forms, method and spirit of laber or-
ganization are absolutely impotent to re-
sist the aggressions of concentrated cap-
ital, sustained by all the agencies of gov-
ernment, and to effect any permanent
improvement in tite condition of the wage
edrners, or even to arrest for any length
of time their steady and general degra-
dation; and

WHEREAS, The economic power of
the capitalist class, used hy that class for
the oppression of lanbor, rests upon in-
stitutions essentially political, which in
the nature of things canot be radically
changed, or even slightly amended for the
benefit of the working people, except
through the direct action of the working
people themselves, economically and po-
litically united as a class;

THEREFORE, 1t is as a class con-
scious of its strength, aware of its rights,
determined to resist wrong at every step,

and sworn to achieve its own emancipa--

tion, that the wage workers are hereby
called upon to unite in a solid body,
held together by an unconquerable spirit
of solidarity under the most trying
conditions of the present class strugyle.
As members of the Socialist Trade and
Labor Alliance of the United States and
Canada, we shall constantly keep in view
its great objedt, namely: The summary
ending of that barbarous struggle at the
enrliest possible time by the abolition of
classes, the restoration of the land and
of all the means of production, transpor-
tation and distribution to the peaple as
a collective body, and the substitution
of the Co-operative Commonwealth for
the present state of planless production,
industrial war snd social disorder; & com-

1

BEBEL’S DRESDE
SPEECH.

Continued from page 1.)

visionism ever will have success in ow
Party? (Stormy assent.) No, comrades
success'it has not, but it hurts the Party.
(“Quite right!”) 1t splits our streagth
(“Very irue!”). it retards our develop
ment, it forces us into disunity, it com
pels us to mutual opposition. All of
which should be exactly reversed. (“Quita
right!”)  Whole ranks of comrades are
mislead. (“Very true!”)

That these people make an honest fight
I do not doubt in the least. 1 also havg
made you acquainted with the stats of
affairs as far as our university men ar¢
concerned—how many a one forgets all
too soon what he has learned as a Social
Democrat—how many believe, more o
less, they are the natural-born leaders
of the proletariat (assent), how mort
than one of them believes the prole-
tariat ought to be proud that he honors
it by accepting a nomination. (“Very
true!™) ;

This is not ill will; this is not pre
meditated treason, but it is an evil for
the Party.

Next to the university men comes the
other part of our revisionists, the former
proletarians in higher stations of life
(“Quite right!”), who consider their
present condition as final to a certain
degree, Apply the materialistic concep-
tion of history, and you have the solu-
tion of the riddle. Whatever applies to
all our encrgies also applies to us.

And then the conceit as to ones innals
political gift, as to one's natural destiny
as a diplomatic genius! This conceit,
in connection with the intercourse with
people of the other view, gradually effects
them when one reaches the ways which 1
pointed out here to-day.

Furthermore, also, the so-called prole-
tarians belong to it! These are the ig
norant, the uninstructed, those whom
follow somebody whose personality they
esteem and to whom they believe they
ought to be grateful. Buat if it would
only be possible to ascertain the opinion
of the real proletariat in the Party re-
garding revisionism, revisionism wonld
have a beautiful, stately staff, but a
very sinall army behind it.  (Great as-
sent.)

And becanse i#wdsionism—I do not
deny nor concenl it—has been strengthks
ened by the last elections, particulayly
in the delegation (“Hear! hear!”)—be-
cause T know that these people will nat-
urally try to prevail in the delegation—
because I know that this, as before, will
lead anew to continual fights and dis-

putes of the most disagreuublc‘ and of-.

the most repusive kind, therciore I said
to myself: Let the comvention, let the
representatives of the Party now decide
what definite course of tactics the dele-
gation shall adhere to in the future.
{Applause.)

1 have already said in one of my first
declarations: “I know we are facing, es-
pecially in the delegation, serious con-
flicts concerning tactics, but 1 also know,
‘that, in the Inst instance, when the party
speaks questions will be decided differ-
ently than in the delegation, (Quite
righ't!) More than in the past will we
be compelled to appeal to the party for
decisions regarding the tactics of < the
deiegation.”

From this point of view have we sub-
mitted to you the resolution, corrected
as read. From this point of view, I beg
you to regard and to consider this reso-
Jution, and if you believe it voices that
to which voice ought'to he given, vole
for it in overwhelming majority (Calls:
“Unanimously!”) and I am convinced
when this guide-post has been set and
when the other measures, necessary to
spread in future, charity,  truth and
knowledge about =il dmportant Party
questions have been seized-—then I am
convinced that the Party will continue
on it's proud march to vietory and that
it will fulfill its historic mission in the
must magmificent manner. (Stormy and
continnous applause.)

The End.

IMPERIAL CAFE

CARL SCHAUB, Prop,

LADIES’ AND GENTS'
DINING ROOIN
MEALS SERVED  EVERYTHING
AT ALL HOURS  IN SEASON
Imported Wines, Liquors
and Cigars.

a £pecialty.

No. 9 RAILROAD PLACH
SOUTH NORWALK, COXN,

monwealth in which every worker shall

have the free exercise and full benefit of

mis faculties, multiplied by all the mod-

ern factors of ¢ivilization.

Progresaive Lithographers’ Alliance, 170,
Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance,

Daily People Building, 2-6 Reade street,
N. Y. City.



A Tale From the Feotal Times

mm FROM THE on’.ron‘u mml
By DANIEL DE LEON
. Coppuight 1906 by e Nrw Yorz Laven News On

~ PART IIL—THE COMMUNE OF LAON.
. omwmrx
~ RESTING ON THEIR ARMS.

is tragic seeme was enacting, another body of the
Laon, led by Ancel Quatre-Mains and his sprightly
the episcopal palace from another side. Fergan
to meet them the moment he saw them enter the
he caught sight of Archdeacon Anselm, who, hav-
ng kept aloof from the theater of the conflict, was now
‘hastening to the spot, informed of the bishop’s fate by one of his
‘domestics. The archdeacon succeeded in inducing the com-
puniers to refrain from submitting the remains of their enemy
disgrace contemplated by them. Ehelpe& by
the worthy priest of Christ was i e co
when he noticed Fergan, mdﬁmtﬁ him i?f
the tears running down his cheeks:
of this unfortunate man, and to pray
been verified. Only yesterday,
is braggart and fatal illusion of

2

a

for nse, together with a wicker-
ig a decoction, pronounced marvelous by
Joy and the excitement of

; be not alarmed about son; we
post on the ramparts; he is safe and

i

T and sat down upon a bench,
looked for the lint in her pockets. The
baker himself stopped a few steps behind to gather the details

of the capture of the bishop. He then approached his wife,
- and seeing her engaged upon Fergan, Hastened his steps, asking
ith “What, neighbor, wounded? Nothing

d you take off your armor in the middle of the fight ?”
the breath from me, the sword encumbered fivy legs.
when the fight started, I made myself comfortable,
when I am kueading dough. T rolled up my sleeves,
‘that devil of & sword, which T cannot handle, I

s bands. If a nobleman on horseback came near, armed
: , my husband grappled his throat with the hook of
and then pulled with all his might ; I helped when
ah “instance we nnhorsed the kmight,

my ivon poker, the use of which is familiar

~ along the wall fo the foot of the house; as the projection of the

‘balcony prevented him from seeing me, I watched for my man;

 the instant he again put out his head I snafched him up with
| the hook of my poker exactly at the jointure of his casque
. and his eunirass with might and main; Simonne came

. snd helped; and we had the satisfaction of making that

noble personage turn a somersault from the height of the ter-
race down to the street: our communiers ran by; the episcopals
rushed out of the knight's house to deliver him} they were

~ driven back and we stormed the building!” ;

“And lo!” cried Simonne heroically, “I, who did not leave
the heels of Ancel, find myself face to face with that old hag of
the dame of Haut-Pourcin, who was yelling like a fury: ‘Kill!
Kill! No quarter for those vile clowns! Exterminate them?!
I was seized with rage, and recalling the insults that the harpy
bad poured upon me shortly before I threw her down, grabbed
her by the throat, and, as true as Ancel is called Quatre-Mains,
I slapped her face as thoroughly as if I was endowed with six
bands, all the while saying to her: ‘Take this! and that! you
proud dame of Haut-Pourcin. Take this, and that, and still
another, you wicked old hag! Oh, my gallants pay for my
skirts, do they! Very well, I pay cash, and in round sums for

-the insults T receive!’” Upon the faith of a Picardian woman,
had her Lair not been gray, like my mother’s, I would’ have
strangled the she-devil I”

Fergan could not help smiling at the exaltation of Simonne.
He then said to Ancel: “When I heard the large bell of the
cathedral ringing in a peculiar way, I concluded it was the signal
agreed upon between the bishop and hig partisans to attack our
people simultaneously from within and from without the city.”

“You were not mistaken, neighbor. At that signal, the episco-
pals, who had laid their plans and gathered their forces over
might, sallied forth from their houses erying: ‘Kill, kill the
communiers!” Other noblemen also were besieged in their
houses. ' The fight was going on with the same vigor on the
streets and squares, while a troop of episcopals betook itself to
the ramparts on the side of the bishop’s gate.”

“Expecting to fall from the rear upon our people who they
thought were being attacked in front,” said Fergan. “For that
reason I ordered my son to be on his guard. You assure me he
is not wounded? God be praised!” :

“If he is wounded, neighbor Fergan,” replied Simonne, “it
can only be slightly. He called out to us from the top of the
ramparts: . “Victory! Vietory! Our people are masters of the
bishop’s palace!””

“And now,” said Quatre-Mains, “meseems the Mayor and
Councilmen should meet at the Town Hall to consider what is
o be dene.” .

“I think so, too, Ancel. We shall leave here a sufficient force
to keep the palace. Watch ehall continue to be held on the
ramparts of the city, whose gates shall be closed and barricaded.
Let’s not deceive ourselves. However legitimate our insurrec-
tion, we must be prepared to see Lonis the Lusty return to lay
siege to the city at the head of the re-inforcements that he has

gone to fetch. The Princes are on the side of the clergy.”

“I think so, too,” replied the Councilman with resignation
and fortitude: “John Molrain said to the royal messenger:
‘The King of the French is all-powerful in Gaul; the Com-
mune of Laon is strong only in its right and the courage of ifs
inhabitants.” We shall fight as well as we may against Louis the
Lusty and his army; and we shall, if need be, be killed to the
last man.”

“Thank you for your kind nursing, good neighbor,” Fergan
said to Simonne; “I now feel in good trim. My poor Joan will
be jealous.”

“It is rather T who should be jealous,” retorted Simonne.
“Cyossing our strect, we saw the basement room of your house
full of wounded men, at whom your wife and Martine were busy.
The good sounls!”

“Dear souls! How uneasy they must feel!” said Fergan. I
must hasten to ease their minds, and I shall return to superin-
tend our defence.”

The conversation between Fergan and Ancel was here inter-
rupted by cries and shouts mingled with cheers that went up from
one of the yards of the palace, which was given up to pillage and
devastation. The insurgents songht vengeance not only for the
perjury of Gandry, but also for the odious exactions and cruel-
ties that they had suffered before the establishment of the Com-
mune, Some, staving in the wats in the storeroom, were get-
ting drunk on the bishop’s precious wines, a rich tithe, once col-
lected by him on the vineyards of the villeins; others, making
a heap of the tapestry and furniture which they dragged from
his rooms into the yard, set fire to the pile; finally, and it was the
shouts of these last that reached the quarryman and the baker,
yet others,
late, organized themselves into a grotesque procession, of
which little Robin the Crumb-cracker was the hero. The black-
smith’s apprentice, carrying on his head the episcopal mitre that
almost completely hid his face, and robed in a cape of gold cloth
that trailed at his heels, held in his hands a vermillion cross

_studded with precious stones. He scattered to the right and left
- grotesque benedictions, while the communiers, now half drunk,

as well as the bishop’s serfs, who, after the fight had joined the
vanquichers, sang at the top of their voices & parody of church
hymns, interspersed ever and anon with cheers of “Long live
Robin the Crumb-cracker!”

Leaving these rolicking youngsters to amuse themselves at
their pléasure on the bishop’s premises, Fergan and his neighbors
betook themselves to the city. Night was approaching. Bidding
good-bye to the baker and his wife and requesting them to hasten
ahead of him to his house and set Joan and Martine’s minds at
ease, Pergan mounted the rampart to meet his son. The latter,
considering it prudent to keep watch, even sfter the victory of
the day, was busy with the measures for the night. At sight of
‘his father with his head bandaged, Colombaik nttered a cry of
alarm, but soon was sct at ease by Fergan. After providing for
additional measures of security, both returned home.

Night had set in. Everywhere the fight had long ended. The
communiers were collecting their dead and wounded by the
light of torches. Women, bathed in tears, ran to the places where
the fight had been hottest, and Jooked for a father, a hushand, a
son, or & brother, in the midst of the corpses that the streets
were strewn with. At other places, exasperated at the chiefs of
the episcopal party, the communiers were demolishing their forti-

sfed houses. Finally, at a distance, o brilliant gleam crimsoned

and cast its reflection hither and thither on the gables
taller houses. It was the glare of a conflagration, The
uring < g of the bishop's treasurer, one of

5. Neither did the cathedral
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seizing the sacredotal robes and insignia of the pre- .

of revenging the overthrow of the Commune by restoring it. By
aad little the enthusiasm will gain ground, and, when the

“Never, my child, blot this terrible s le from your mem-
ory. Such are the fruits of civil war,” said Fergan to his son,
stopping in the middle of the Exchange square, one of the most
elevated spots of the city, and whence the burning cathedral
could be seen at a distance. “TLook at the flames of the con-
flagration that is devouring the cathedral; hark to the sound of

e ——————

the seigniorial towers crashing down under the hammer blows

of the communiers; listen to the moaning of yonder children,
now become orphans, of their mothers, now become widows ; con-
template these wounded men, these bleeding corpses carried away
by their relatives and by friends in tears; behold at this hour,
everywhere in the city, mourning, consternation, vengeance, dis-
aster, fire and death! Then recall the happy and peaceful aspect
that this same city offered only yesterday, when the people, in
the fuliness of their joy, inaugurated the symbol of their en-
franchisement, bought, agreed and sworn to by our oppressors!
It was a beautiful day. How our hearts leaped at every peal from
our belfry! How all eyes shown with pride at the sight of our
communal banner! All of ns, bourgeois and artisans, rejoicing
in the present and confident of the future, wished to continue
to live under a charter sworn to by the nobles, the bishop and
the King. | But it happered that nobles, bishop and King, hay-
ing dissipated the money with which we paid for our franchises,
said to themselves: ‘What does a signature or an oath matter;
we are powerful and numerous ; we are used to wielding the lance
and the sword ; those artisans and bourgeois, vile clowns all, will
flee before ns. To horse, noble episcopals, to horse! High the
sword! Tigh the lance! Xill, massacre the communiers!’ *

“But the communiers made the King of the French take to
his heels, and have exterminated the knights!” eried Colombaik
with enthusiasm,
mous bishop cleaved his skull in two with a blow of his axe!
The cathedral is on fire, and the seigniorial towers are crumbling
down! Such is the price of perjury! Such is the terrible and
just chastisement of the people who unchained the furies of war
against this city, so tranquil but yester night! Oh, let the blood
that has been shed fall upon the criminsls! Their turn has come
to tremble! Old Gaul is waking up after six centuries of terpor!
The day of the rule of might and clerical chicanery is over! The
hour of deliverance has sounded !———"

“Not yet, my son!”

“What! The King is flecing; the bishop killed ; the episcopals
exterminated or in hiding; the city ours!”

“Have you given a thought to the morrow?”

“The morrow? We shall preserve our conquest, or shall fight
other battles, equally vietorious!”

“No illusions, dear boy! Louis the Lusty fled before an in-
surrection that he did not think himself equal to cope with. Bat
ere long he will be back to the walls of Laon with considerable
forces, and he will then dictate his will.”

“We ghall resist unto death !”

“I know, that despite all onr heroism, we shall succumb in the
fray.”

“What! These franchises, paid for with our good money and
now sealed with our blood,~—shall they be torn from ns? Are
our children to fall back under the abhorred yoke of the lay and
ecclesinstical seigneurs? Oh, father, are we to despair of the
future 7"

“To despair? Never! Thanks to the communal insurrec-
tions, that were provoked by the feudal atrecities, our worst days
are over. The legitimate and terrible reprisals of Noyon, Cam-
brai, Ameins and Beauvais, just as these fresh ones of Laon, will
inspire the seigneurs with a wholesome fear. These holy insurrec-
tions have proved to our masters that the ‘clowns, artisans and
bourgeois’ will no longer allow themselves to be taxed at mercy,
robbed, tortnred and killed with impunity. Our darkest days are
over. But our descendants will still have bloody battles to fight
before the arrival of the radiant day predicted by Victoria the
Great!”

-“And yet all has gone our way on this day.”

“Rely upon my experience and foresight. Lonis the Lusty
will presently return at the head of redoubfable forces. The
death of this infamous Gaudry, iust though it was, will unchain
against our city the fury of the clericals, The bolts of excom-
munication will second the royal arms. We are bound to go
down—not before the excommunication ; people laugh at that—
but under the blows of the soldiers of Louis the Lusty. Our
bravest men will be killed in battle, banished or executed after
the King’s victory. Another bishop will be imposed npon the
city of Laon. Our belfry will be torn down, our seal will be
broken, our banner torn and our treasury pilfered. The episco-
pals, supported by the King, will take vengeance for their defeat.
Torrents of blood will flow in the city. That’s what’s before us.”

“Then all is lost !’

“Child,” proceeded Fergan with a melancholy smile, “men are
killéd ; the principle of freedom never, after it has once pene-
trated the popular heart. Will Louis the Lusty, the new bishop,
the nobles, however cruel their vengeance may be, massacre all
the inhabitants of Laon? No. They are bound to leave alive the
larger part of the communiers, if for no other purpose than to
have whom to levy taxes on. The mothers, eisters, wives, tho
children of those who will have died for liberty, will continue
to live. Oh, no doubt, for a while, the terror will be intense; the
recollection of the disasters, of the maesacres, of the banishments,
and of the executions that will have followed upon the struggle,
will at first paralyze all thounght of insurrection. But none of
that will last.”

“Accordingly, the new bishop and the nobles will redouble their
audacity? Their oppression will become more frightful than
before 7

“No, the new bishop, however insensate he may be, will never
forget the terrible fate of Gaudry; the nobles will not forget ths
death of so many of their people, who fell under the blows of the
people’s justice. That valuable example will be useful to us.
The first thirst for vengeanee on the part of the episcopals, once
slaked, they will ease the yoke out of fear for pew revolts, Nor
is that all. Those of us who will have survived the struggle, will
gradually. forget those evil days and recall the happy enes when
the Commune, free, peaceful, flourishing, exempt from all crush-
ing imposts, and wisely governed by a magistracy of its own
choice, was the pride and bulwark of its inhabitanis. Those who
will have witnessed those happy days will speak of them to their
children with enthusiasm. They will tell their little ones how
one day the King and the bishop having leagued themselves
against the Commune, the latter valliantly rose in arms, forced

‘Louis the Lusty to flee, and exterminated the bishop and his

episcopals. The glory of the triumph will cause the disaster of
the subsequent defeat to be forgotten. The feeling will take hold

i

“The eon of one of the vietims of that infa-
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moment shall have come, the insurrection will break out anew.
Just reprisals wil] once more be exercised against our enemies,
and our franchises will be proclaimed again. Mayhaps that
again that second step towards freedom is followed by a savage
re-action. Buf the step will have been taken. Some franchises
will continue in force. And thus, step by step, painfully, by din
of struggles, ol courage, of perseverance, our descendants, al
ternately vanquishers and vanquished, halting at times after bat
tle to tend their wounded and recover breath, but never retreat:
ing an inch, will in the course of time arrive at the goal of thaf
laborious and bloody journey. Then will the radiant sun of the
day of Gaul’s enfranchisement rise in all its glory!”

“Oh, father,” said Colombaik, overpowered with sorrow, “woe
is us, if Victoria’s prediction is not to be verificd, according to her
prophetic visions, but across heaps of ruins and torrents of
blood !”

“Do you imagine freedom is gained without strugele? We
are the vanquishers, Our cause is holy like justice, sacred like
right. And yet, look around!” answered the quarryman, point:
ing his son to the dismal spectacle presented by Exchange square,
encumbered with the dead and dying, and lighted by the glamo:
of the torches and the lingering gleams of the fire of the Ca
thedral. “Look around, what streams of blood, what heaps of
ruins ?

“Oh, why this terrible fatality !” resumed Colombaik in tonet
almost of despair. “Why must the conquest of such legitimate
rights cost so dear!”

“The insurrection of the comnmunal bourgeois is but the symp-
tom of an enfranchisement, nniversal, but still far away. That
day of deliverance will arrive, but it will arrive only when all the
oppressed in city and field will rise in a body against their mas
ters. Yes, that great day will come it may fake conx
turies . . . butI shall at least have caught the glamour of ifs
dawn . . . and[ shall die happy!”

’

EPILOGUE,

Two months after the victory of the Commune of Laon over
its seigniorial suzerain, the Bishop of Laon, and its epircopals,
Fergan the Quarryman died on the ramparts of the city, defend-
ing them against the troops of Louis the Lusty. The quarry-
man’s apprehensions had been verified, fully and promptly.

"The day after the victory the Mayor, Councilmen and several
other leading citizens, convened to consider the dangers of the
situation, An attack by Louis the Lusty was expected any mo-
ment, nor did any give themselves up to illusions concorning the
issue. Left to fight the King single-handed, the citizens of Laon
realized that they would be crushed. They decided to soek an
ally. One of the most powerful seigneurs of Picardy, Thomas,
seigneur of the castle of Marle, known for his bravery, as well
as for his ferocity, in which he equalled Neroweg VI., was a per-
sonal enemy of the King. Shortly before, in 1108, he had leagued
himself with Guy, seigneur of Rochefort, and several other
knights, to prevent the King’s being consecrated at Rheims.
Despite the iniquitous character of Thomas de Marle, and against
the advice of Fergan, the Commune of Laon, pressed by danger,
made propositions to that seigneur, who was known to have a
Iarge force at his command, for an alliance against the King.
Thomas de Marle, unwilling to affront the royal power, refused
to declare war against the King, but consented. in consideration
of a money payment, to receive on his lands all the communiers
who stood in fear of the royal vengeance.

A considerable number of insurgents, foreseeing the conse-
quences of a struggle with the King, accepted the offer of Thomas
de Marle, and, carrying their valuables with them, left Laon
with wife and children. Others, Fergan among them, preferred
staying in the city and defending themselves against she King
unto death. Although the number of the communiers was re-
duced by the migrations to the surrounding regions, neverthes
less, generous and credulous, the remaining inbabitants of Laon
had entered into the pacific overtures of the surviving episcopals,
who were laboring under the demoralizing effect of their recent
defeat. Soon, however, as the latter realized how greatly the
ranks of the communiers were thinned by death, and, above all,
by the migrations, they picked up courage. They ordered the
serfs of the abbey to meet in the market-place on a given day,
and, taking them in command, fell upon the communiers in their
own houses. Whoever fell into their hands was put to the sword.
Thus, civil war broke out afresh, The serfs pillaged and set on
fire all the houses of the bourgeois that they succeeded in captur.
ing. Fergan and Joan, Colombaik and Martine, together with
the apprentices of the tanner, entrenched themselves in their
house, which, happily fortified, enabled them to sustain victori-
ously more than one siege to which they were subjected,

During these internal disturbances that decimated still further
the ranks of the remaining communiers, Lonis the Lusty was
busily engaged gathering his forces. Learning that Thomas de
Marle was giving asylum on his domains fo the inhabitants of
Laon, the King first marched against him, ravaged his lands, be-
seiged him in his fortress of Couchy, took him prisoner, and
mulcted him with a heavy ransom. As to the people of Laon,
found within the territory of Thomas de Marle, the King had
them all sabred or hanged, and their bodies long served as pasture
to the birds of brey. A rich butcher of Laon, Robert the Eater,
was tied to the {ail of a fiery horse, and died the frightful death
of the Queen Brunhild, five hundred years before. Through
with these bloody executions, Louis the Lusty marched upon
Laon. The Mayor and Councilmen, faithful to their oaths of
defending the Commune with their lives, ran to the ramparts,
together with Fergan, Colombaik and several others of the citi-
zens, to oppose the entrance of the King. At the last battle a
large number of the communiers fell on the ﬁ(‘l(mfad or wound-
ed. Fergan was killed, Colombaik was wounded Sa two places
The defeat of the communiers was inevitable. R

The King took the city and placed a new bishop in the
seignjory,, But here also the forecast of Fergan proved correct.
Thanks to the remembrance of the insurrection and of the just
reprisals of the insurgents, the exorbitant privileges of the bishop
and noblemen were modified.

Colombaik was not allowed to taste these limited sweets of the
heroic defence of Laon. Himself and others, among whom were
the Mayor and the Councilmen, too deeply compromised in the
insurrection, were banished from the place, and all their prop-
erly confiscated.  But young and full of life as well as of hope
for the future and of pride at the past, though ruined, the quar-
ryman’s son settled down with his mother and wife, and resumed
his trade as a tanner at Toulouse in Languedoe, where, thanks
to the local advantages of industry and intelligence. commerce
then flourished and, at that season, thought enjoyed

{reedom. A
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Ui thc notice u notwed by tbe corre-

spoudents and enforced by the editor of
the. “Railroad Telegrapher, his journal

will be reduced to advertisements, a few
a very

| few scraps of "Gleanmgs. ‘carefully ex-
pntnted “Fraternal” or Union items, and

the rest of poetry, gencral literature and
art. Even the ‘editor himself would
have nothing to vmte upon, and less to

| edit.

Can it be thought that the question of
wages does not "dlrectly affect the inter-
"2 Of course it does.
But how exclude Socialism or anti-So-
cialism from it? The wages question can
not be treated except from one of two
sides, Either it is considered as a ques-
tion that affects the workingman in the
same manner that the circulation of the
blood affected the Siamese Twins, Chang
and Eng, that is, Labor and Capital are
brothers, who would both die instanter if
cither becomes an angel in heaven, in
other words, the interests of Labor and
Capital are fraternal, or it must be con-
sidered as a question that affects the

-workingman in the same manner that the

circnlthon of the blood uﬁects the horse
on whm flank the vampire is batting,
that is, Labor is blood-sucked by the

| Capitalist vampire, in other words, the

interests of the two are at variance. If

‘& correspondent take the latter shoot he

is talking Socialism; if he take the for-
mer shoot, he is talking anti-Socialism.
There being no other shoot possible, it

1 follows—overboard with all correspond-

ence, articles, editorials, reports, etc., that
handle the question of wages. eing,
moreover, that there is no economic or

.| political subject that does not branch,

r is not itself branched off into that
of wages, all these subjects must be
dropped—overboard with all
. Shall the journal of the “Railroad
Telegraphers” be left a collection of

| blank leaves? That can hardly be the

editor's purpose. We are not ready to

"' believe that his purpose is to throw him-

self out of a job. Construing this fact
jointly with this other that he still calls

for articles “directly affecting the mem-
| 'bers of the Order,” what he must have

in mind is the interests of the disem-
boweled members, the members who have
| left this earthly scene, this terrestrial
‘| valleys of mingled joys and tears, and have
become seraphs floating around Sweden-

‘borg’s New Jerusalem,with the editor him-

self as the Swedenborgian leader of the

| disemboweled orchestra. On earth, it is
'| Socialism or anti-Socialism; secing that

there is to be allowed none of that in
the journal of the Railroad Telegraphers,
md still the journal is not to discontinue
and throw its editor out of work, there
is no choice but to greet the advent—at
least the threat of the adyent—of the
latest Swedenborgian.

' THE BURTON CASE,
| The conviction of Senator Joseph Ralf
Bnnon of Kansas in the Post Office
frauds has passed the stage when the
Democratic leaders are jubilant at the
“conviction of the Republican party” and

| the Republican leaders are down-cast at

the joy of their Democratic adversaries,
The case has passed that stage; at least
it has passed the critical period of that
opera bouffe stage, and has entered upon
a second and more serious one. The
second stage is that in which the more
long-headed Republican and Democratic

| leaders draw their long heads togesher,

confer upon the use both, not one side
alone, can make of the Burton case to the
advantage of their jointly beloved capi-
talist class.

It is a feature of capitalism that it

| renders not only ‘labor superfluous but

‘also capitalists, While the privately

owned improved machine throws labor
out of work, the concentration of estab-
lishments leaves a diminishing field for
the cadets of the capitalists to “learn
the ropes” As to the displaced work-
ingmen—why, let them rot! As to the
digplaced capitalist class—why, that is
something else; they must be taken care

of. The capitalist’s eyes naturally turn

to his coxernment. The personnel of

| that government increases, whatever may

happen with the penonncl of private in-

j dtmrm. It ‘must mmnc Just bcuusc

" | tract provides for.
‘ wuxkltlnmkandﬁhottbebmm

fiend-deity which is the providencs of
capitalism, the cost of keeping up that
government comes out of the pockets
of the capitalist, it comes out of the plun-
der of labor that he has pocketed. It
follows that Mr. Capitalist is sore. His
nose is held to the alternative of a cheap
and then weak government, too weak to
protect his plunder, or a strong and then
costly government, too costly to suit him.
QOut of this dilemma he secks escape
through the Civil Service.
. Theoretically the Civil Service Reform
movement is correct. Should not culture,
rather than ignorance, administer our af-
fairs? But the theory implies equality
of opportunities to acquire the needed
culture. Without such equality, the
theory can not last, it can not even stand
a day without the rippings that every day
reveal. There is no such equality of op-
portunities to-day. The examinations
may be or may not be fair and equal to
all, but unfair and unequal are the op-
portunities of those who would like to
be examined. Only the sons of the zapi-
talists have a show; the sons of the
workingmen have none; and the capital-
ists scek to bar the sons of the work-
ingmen even from the thought of ap-
plying for examination by, on the one
hand, reducing their opportunities for ac-
quiring culture, and, on the other, rais-
ing the standard of the culture required.
Indeed, the whole strife between the pro
and the anti Civil Service columns is
not what either claims, but a strife for
jobs. The capitalists see in the Civil
Service Reform movement a solution
that harmonizes their desire for a strong
government with their desire for small
expense in keeping it up. If they can
place their cadets in the civil service, the
point is gained. However high the pay-
roll, it would roll back into the pockets
of their own class. Obviously the Bur-
ton case gives occasion to beat the
cracked drum of Civil Service Reform:
Free the Senators and others in office
from the pressure of poverty, exercised
upon them by their poor constituents
who want jobs, get up a hard and fast
Civil Service rule and examination to
which they can point and the politicians
remain pure and the civil service clean—
and the capitalist cadets provided for.
That the long-headed Republican and
Democratic leaders have put their heads
together and jointly pulled the wires
of their press is appearing from many
an article on‘Burton denoting. that the
case has entered its’ second stage.

THE WHYNESS OF LOHG'B WHERE-
FORE.

Nothing is needed but a good quantity
of lack of information by the working-
men on the interests of their own class
in order to have the rank weed of the

labor misleader, or fakir, to shoot up
in their midst. The present tribulations

of the lithographers with their “Presi-
dent” Long is a case in point; and the
case even proves more; it proves that
under proper conditions the labor mis-
leader can even become brazen in his
work 'of misleading.

The issue just mow with the litho-
graphers is whether they shall submit
their  grievances to  “arbitration.”
Everybody who knows anything of the
labor question knows that the word “ar-
bitration” is & misnomer when applied
to Capital and Labor. Arbitration im-
plies equality between the parties to
the transaction; they must be peers. If
they are not that “arbitration” between
them is impossible, and the word can
only be used as & cloak for fiendish
purposes; between parties that are not
peers, “arbitration” is simply a tying
of the hands of the inferior in the in-

terest of the superior party, so that the
latter may lay on the lash more heavily

under the semblance of the latter's con-
sent. Capital and Labor (even if the
Labor be artist Labor) are not peers.
The former is master, the latter is slave
—an article of merchandise, whose price
depends upon its price in the market,
the same as acy other merchandise, but
a merchandise that, being human, can
give trouble, and must be humored, nar-
cotized, dust thrown into its eyes to
make the life of its master easier and
his work of plundering smoother. “Ar-
bitration” is one of these narcotics, and
dusts.

It goes without saying that “Presi-
dent” Long, if not openly, then secretly,
favors “arbitration™--as the employers
are pushing for. And “President” Long
knows what be is about, Only recently,
the brewers of this vicinity were tre-
panned by their labor misleaders into
contracts with their employers that place
heavier burdens upon the rank and file,
and that tie their hands by reason of
just the arbitration clause that the con-
How that clause

-are nndmg out. That moreover, “Presi-
hut" Long knows just what he is about
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ers into, is evidenced by the praises
which he has recently been bestowing
upon the “Volkszeitung.”

The rank and file of the brewers are
at this very time coming forward with
denunciations of the “Volkszeitung,”
and they back up their charges with
documentary proof. They show that,
bribed by brewers' advertiscments, the
“Volkszeitung” “battled heroically for
labor” by giving only the labor fakirs
among the brewers who were holding up
the employers' side, room in its columns,
and suppressing the objections of the
rank and file during the troubles that
ripened in the present iniquitous con-

tracts, ‘which, among other things, pro-'

vide for “arbitration.” The iniquities
of the “Volkszeitung” in this its latest
sell out of Labor are just now the sub-
ject of the indignation of the brewery
workingmen, and of extensive articles
and comments by them. Can tliere be

any mistake as to the whyness of the
wherefore “President” Long has not

bouquets enough to shower upon the So-
cial Democratic “Volkszeitung?” Hardly!

There is nothing to arbitrate between
Labor and Capital. So long as the cap-
italist system exists, the latter is mas-
ter and tyrant. Labor’s only course Is

to organize economically so tightly on its

own class lines that it may be able to
offer some resistance to the encroach-
ments of the capitalist class and thereby
give no chance for fakirs to feather their
own nests, and at the same time organ-
ize politically under the banner of the
Socialist Labor Party, that seeks to dis-
lodge the capitalist class from its prin-
cipal fastness, the political power, and
that accordingly has no room in its
ranks for such privately owned papers
as the “Volkszeitung,” run for peesiness
at the cost of Labor’s hide.

A Baltimore despatch says that “an
innovation in the burned district will be
the installation of a machine for clean-
ing and piling bricks. The machhe,
which will be operated by an eight horse-
power gasoline engine, will be erected on
the premises 1214, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24 and
26 East Lombard street, owned or con-
trolled by the Safe Deposit & Trust Co.

“Contractor . W, Read has charge of
the installation of the machine, which,
it is said, will do the work with neatness
and dispatch, and at a great saving over
the old method of cleaning and piling
the bricks by hand.

“Permission has been granted by the
building inspector to erect the machine,
and it is expected that it will be in oper-
ation in a few days.”

It goes without saying that this “inno-
vation” in brick cleaning and piling, will
not be an “innovation” beneficial to the
laborers displaced by it, There is only
one innovation in the matter of machin-
ery, whether automatic, or otherwise,
which will prove beneficial to them, and
that is an innovation in the forms of its
ownership. With machinery owned, as
at present, for the profit of the capitalist,
the welfare of the worker is not consid-
ered. With machinery owned by society
and operated for use, the main consider-
ation will be the worker. As machinery
develops, his honrs of labor will be de-
creased and his earnings increased. Ma-
chinery will then be & blessing instead
of a curse, as at present.

Last week newspapers contained,
among other chronicles of misfortune and
misery, the following:

“Near the close of the first day’s work
he had been able to secure in weeks
Michael Farley, a derrickman, forty
years old, died yesterday afternoon at
the new Colonial apartment house, in
course of construction at Eighty-first
street and Columbus avenue, from ex-
haustion, the result of starvation. Dur-
ing the day he told other workmen that
for two days he had nothing to eat ex-
cept several crusts of bread, but he
worked hard and did his work well.”

And this: :

“On the verge of death from starva-
tion, Moses Silverstein, eightesn years
old, & machinist, was taken from Twen-
ty-ninth street nnd Sixth avenue to the
New York Hospital by Dr. Erskine.

“For the last three days, Silverstein
says, he has taken absolutely no food.
He could not find work, his money was
gone, all his extra clothing pawned and
he had no friends or relatives to whom
to appeal.”

What are we coming to? In bnbarmn
the members of a tribe were insured
against hunger, so long as food was to
be had. But our boasted mnliuhon.
owing to its private ownership of capi-
tal, permits the anxious worker to
starve amid abundance, We talk about
the danger of reverting to barbarism,
but have we not alveady relehed 2 worse
state?

A favorite headline with cnpitalist
mewspapers reads: “Ultimatum Delivered
to Unions.” There would be nothing un-
usual about this headline were it not
that these same newspapers continually
prate about “the brotherhood of capital
and ‘labor.” It certainly does appear
somewhat unique, to say
know that the delivmnu of ultimatums

\is & characteristic of brotherhood. It

was generally believed that nltiutmu

‘the least, to

1904

THE BLUFF CALLED

Last Monday, March 28, in Part I of
the City Court before Judge Conlan, the
case of “Isaac Hourwitch against Daniel
De Leon” for libel was called up and
thrown out of court.

The history of this case was as fol-
lows:

On November 12, 1807, the Editor of
The People delivered an address in Bos-
ton at Wells Memorial Hall under the
auspices of the then reorganized Jewish
Section of the Socialist Labor Party. A
peculiar set of Jews, the same kind of
people whom the leader of the Russian
Socialist Movement has had to handle in
Europe, and whom he well dubbed the
“Judeasters”—a set of men whose lead-
ing characteristics are insolence, corrup-
tion and ignorance, and the conceit that
such Jews as they must run things, with
the rest of the world “sitting at their
feet,” an element wholly unfit in the So-
cialist ranks—that set lad tried to run
things in the S. L. P., in Boston among
other places, and were promptly fired out
of the Party, whose decent Jews forth-
with re-organized themseves, in Boston
as elsewhere, Such were the circum-
stances under which the address of Nov.
12, 1807, was delivered, and it was pub-
lished in The People of the following
December 10. The purpose of the ad-
dress being to warn workingmen in gen-
eral, the Jewish in particular, against
the machinations of people of their own
special nationalities, who use the trades
unjons—among the Jewish workingmen,
the clothing trades in particular—as
means to pluck the workers, the address
contdined this passage:

“We have in New York a Cloakmakers’
Union. That organization consists essen-
tially of the Anarchist Barondess and
his disreputable cronies. With the as-
sistance of the gutter snipe capitalist
reporters, the business firm—it is noth-
ing short of a business firm—of Baron-
dess & Co. keeps itself before the public.
How does this ‘firm’ subsist? Disagree-
ments between the cloakmakers and their
bosses are frequent. At every such time
the men naturally seek aid from some
organization. The only one in their
trade is Barondess’; the information is
kept before their eyes by the gutter-
snipe reporters very much like Jacob
kept up peeled rods before Laban’s ewes.
The men go thither; to be listened to
they must ‘become members,’ or, to put
it plainer, they must pay dues. There is
your revenue, until the next trouble
breaks out, bringing a new windfall.

“At such times, always with the as-
sistance of the gutter-snipe reporters,

the papers aré filled with the ‘heroic ef-'

forts’ of the Cloakmakers’ Union to “wipe
out the sweating system.' This furnishes
another stream of revenue to the pre-
cious firm. The stirring stories touch
the hearts of credulous old and philan-
thropic ladies. These rush forward with
various sums, that, of course, are placed
in the hands of the ‘Committee’ A
fierce campaign is waged, in the papers,
against the sweat-shops. The farce can-
not be continued forever:

The philanthropic ladies must see some
results, Suddenly we are informed, again
through the zeal of the gutter-snipe re-
porters, that ‘The Sweating System is
Abolished” When the ‘firm’ believes that
the public has forgotten all about this
‘victory,! the farce is started all over
anew. The sweat-shops, just abolished,
are to be abolished once more; and thus
the swindle is perenially repeated.
(Laughter and applause.) f

“More recently, kindred ‘firms’ have en-
larged their business by adding to it a
new ‘department’—a Legal Department.
Some unconscionable adventurer, a iittle
clever than his unfortuante fellow coun-
trymen—most of these cloakmakers are
Russian Jews—settles down as an addi-
tional vampire upon these poor men and
exploit their racial bonds, Birds of a
feather flock together. The Labor
Fakirs’ ‘firms’ and these shyster lawyers
make common cause. If a strike does
not come on of its own accord, it is in-
stigated. The sweat-shop™ is once more
to be ‘abolished’ For its ‘abolition’ the
men are cheated into the belief that ‘con-
tracts’ are necessary and binding. The
shyster is introduced as a benefactor,
overflowing with charity. He is engaged
to draw up the ‘contracts’—to the tune
of $2 apiece. (Laughter) He philan-
thropically promises to ‘contribute’ 50
cents on ea h conmtract to the Union.
Several hundred ‘contracts’—not worth
the paper on which they are written—
are drawn up, signed and delivered. Ny
shyster forgets all about his promise;
pockets the whole fee, perhaps, probably,
‘goes divvy’ with his pals, the fakirs,
and the sweat-shops are once more abol-
ished (laughter) until the impecuniosity
of this rascal gang instigates a new
strike, and the sweat-shop is to be ‘abol-
ished’ once more. Is such an organiza.
tion & ‘Union’? 1Is it not rather a com-
pact of brigands preying on the unfor-
tunate proletariat?  (Loud applause.)”

Upon publiution of the address, one

1 othu'

horizon is bounded by his own imaginary
importance, but who does not disdain to
seek to improve his imaginary renommee
by some self, and, as in this instance, in-
judicious, advertising—wrote an *“open
letter” to the Editor of The People,
through the columns of a notoriously dis-
reputable Yiddish paper, the “Judeaster”
“Vorwarts.” The “open letter” was in
English, or alleged English; Mr. Hour-
witch therein pronounced himself libeled
by the address, threw some bouquets at
himself, and demanded to submit the
issue to a *‘court of honor.” The open
letter was of course ignored. Thereupon
Mr. Hourwitch brought two libel suits,
one agrinst the Board of Dircctors of the
Volkszeitung Corporation—that then was
the publisher of The People—and one
against the paper's Editor, who, besides
having told the truth in the address,
printed the same in the paper. Boiled
down to its essence, Mr. Hourwitch’s
complaint, which was identical in the
two cases, was that not a living soul in
the country, not a cat, dog or rat in the
East Side in general, in the land in par-
ticular, but knew him and of him, and
followed in' wrapt minuteness his majes-
tic career, and that the cap could not
possibly, under any Imaginable circum-
stances, fit any but his own illustrious
head.

Soon after the two suits were brought,
the Kangaroo riot took place, and the
S. L. P. discontinued to publish The
People through the Volkszeitung Corpo-
ration. In very little time after that
Mr. Hourwitch discontinued his suit
against the Corporation, and the corpo-
ration’s papers were indecent cnough to
announce the fact in a way that amount-
ed to trying to stab the Editor of The
People in the back. They pretended to
give “inside information.”

Neither the bluff of the suit nor the
indecency of the Volkszeitung Corpora-
tion had its desired effect. The only re-
maining defendant was anxious for a
trial. Not so the plaintiff, Strange as
it might seem, the gentleman who
claimed his “honor was sullied and put
under a cloud” not only showed no anx-
iety to dispel the cloud and restore his
honor to its quondam virgin purity, he
dodged the trial, On his motion the trial
was postponed from term to term.
Finally, however, the artful dodger was
cornered. And what did he do, when he
realized that he was not going to be al-
lowed to slip away again? He proposed
to discontinue the case without costs,
that-is to say, to call the case off and
escape the payment of the cost. The an-
swer was & prompt—NO! The defendant
was not to be eaught in the trap of al-
lowing the matter to take a turn that
looked like a “settlement,”—The People
does not libel any one; whatever it says
deliberately it is ready to stand for.
After Mr. Hourwitch had for all these
years been going about bragging that he
had “clapped a libel suit wupon The
People,” and that he was going to do

"this and that and the other “as soon

as he got the verdict,” which he was
“sure to get,” etc, etc,—after all that
the gentleman was to be held with his
nose to the grindstone. Moreover, it
was necessary to give warning to the
Hourwitches, of whom there are not a
few, that they are not going to be al-
lowed to use the courts for bluff and
bluster; if they resort to the courts they
must pay the piper. The People will not
allow its decent name to be even in-
directly smirched—“NO!" was the an-
swer, “WE ARE READY FOR YOU.
The case was called up; a last frantie
cffort was made for postponement; it
was this time successfully resisted; and
when the case was called up for actual
trial, the defendant answered “Ready!"
but the plaintiffi was not to be seen or
found. The most diligent search under
chairs and tables and bebind doors of
the whole court-house gave no token.
There was no trace of the plaintiff, Lhe
hero, who was to “settle the wrongs done
by The People to so many innocent and
worthy gentlemen”—and the case was
thrown out with costs.

And thus ends the first libel suit ever
attempted against the organ of the So-
cialist Labor Party—whose answer to all
threats of libel suits, and the charges it
makes are numerous and definite enough,
ever has been and remains: “We shall
retract not one word; we stand by what
we say; sue away, we are ready for
youl”

“The Labor Legislative I(cws," organ
of the *“‘labor' lobby” at Albany, an-
nounces that “not one labor measure has
been passed by the Legislature yet.” As
the “‘labor’ lobby” has had thirty-nine
bills introduced, this is certainly a good
record. 1t proves beyond cavil that “the
legislative influence of organized labor”
is something stupendous.

The railroad world is filled with ad-
miration for a president who is “cut-
ting down the salary list without ma-
terially affecting the operation of the

road.” Thia is a stunt that the railroad
presidents  have been performing for
years. Baw SHeautifully it works the
n! “‘\ir of collisions and

u .“hly 'h" i
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UNRCLE SAM AND BROTHER. JONA
THAN.

BROTHER JONATHAN (shaking hiy
head dolefully and sighing to mateh)-—
"T'is sad, 'tis sad!

UNCLE SAM-—Has the pest broken
out among your fricnds and carried them
all off?

B, J.—That would be sad enough; but

what I sigh over is, me secems, sadder
still.  (More sighs and more doleful
shakings of the head.)

U. 8.—Tell me all about it, old boy;

I may be able to give you consolation,

B. J. (looking enraged)—YOU? Con-
sclation from YOU? Why, you are as
bad as any of them, if not the worst of
the lot,

U. 8.—~Comec! Come!!

B. J.—I'll show you. I have just seen
THE PEOPLE. In it are these words:
“Workingmen of all countries, unite!”

U. 8,—Isn't that all right?

B. J.—I should say it WAS all right,
but not in a Socialist Labor Party paper.

U. S.—Hey! 1!

B. J. (angry}—No; not in an §. L. P,
puper! You Socialists don't act as il
you want to unite the workingmen. You
fight everything. One set of workingmen
want free trade, and, hang you, you have
to quarrel with them; another set ex-
presses itself in favor of protection, and
you fall like a pile of bricks on them.
(Angrier) If other honest workers set up
parties for free silver, gold or anti-trust,
there you are jumping on 'em. (Still
angrier.) If some good intentioned peo-
ple organize an “Armory Party,” why,
you begin to throw mud at them. You
won’t go together with anybody, and you
try to smash up everything. You jump
upon everybody with hammer and tongs.
You ecall that “uniting” the working
class? B i

U. 8.—~Through?

B. J.—Yes, I am through.

U. 8.~=What's the matter with vou is
that you can't read English,

B. J.—1 can’t? Can't I?

U. S.—Exactly, You don’t know what
“unite” means.

B. J.—I don’t? I{ means to bring to-
gether,

U. 8.—And you understand by the com-
mand to bring the workingmen together
that they CAN be brought and kept to-
gether on any issue?

B. J—Why, certainly, simply bring
them together.

U. 8.—See here,
I know.

B. J.—Yes.

You are quite a shot,

U. 8.—Now, if you set a platocn of ~

soldiers siming at a target, which are
the shots that will come together?

B. J.—Those that hit the bull’s-eye.

U. 8.—Just so. And what shots will
hit the bull’s-eye?

B. J.—Which?

U. 8.—Yes.

B, J—Those that are aimed correctly.

U, 8.—Correct! If you want to have
a lot of bullets fall together, they must
be shot correctly. If so shot, they hit
the same mark; if not correctly shot,
they will fall apart. Accident may bring
one, or two, or a few more together; but
those will fall apart from the bulk, and
the bulk of them will fall apart from
one another. Bull’s-eye is one spot, there
the correctly shot ones unite; the whole
immensity of space is there for the oth-
ers and there will be as many spots Lit
by them as there are different spots in
space. So with men. To come together,
to be united, they must unite on what is
right and correct. There is but one cor:
rect thing on which to unite. On an in-
correct thing there is no unity possible,
because the incorrect things are as nu:
merous as the spots in space that wrong-
ly aimed bullets may hit. Furthermore,
{o “come together” is of no use unless
one can “keep together.” Error is so
numerous that unity upon it is absurd,
When, therefore, the Socialist Tabor
Party calls upon the workingmen ta
unite it cannot mean that they should
come togetner on error. Socialists know
that enough men cannot unife on an
error, let alone stay together. THE
great scatterer of the workingman is,
therefore, mot the 8. L. P. man whs
points out the right point and methods;
the scatterer is he who fails to learn
“how to shoot,” who interferes with
those who are teaching this art, and who

hewls “unite,” “unite,” while he is, in

fact, knowingly and unknowingly, keep-
(Continued n Page 6.}
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y his hm-kinz class audi-
tqee f whom not a few were women.
ofﬁeevermemoublenle

ing | holding
‘| to all'kinds of fakirs and grafters. The

e Socialist Rep blic is

inty in the hazy iuture,
imminent pos:ibilny within the
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': they compromised

thm ls npnttod, rith u'grut blow of

trumpet, the organization of a Hearst

| League—the | organization was started

‘| by the representatives of mine unions.

| Labor Fekir E. J. Bracken of “The

" | Newswriters' Union,” formerly of the
] Llﬂm'l’ Union, was elected president.

| ' This move, which secmed to be lead

by one. Peter Deinbart of Chicago, is on

| aecount of Hearst being a friend of labor,

s if it was something unusual for labor
to have friends instead of being its own
friend. But, in this instance, according

| to the reported address of Bracken,

“union labor Las found its staunchest

" frimd" in this labor skinner, Hearst.

' The reason given by Bracken why the

s ulon: should especially rally to Hearst
| is that he is a practical man and has

'shown that “great industries can be run
upon a strictly nnion basis and be made

| to pay the investor fair profits.” This
e- | statement, "if made by a Mitchell or
A o

would not be n matter to ex-
cite comment, but in this fakir Bracken
we have & man who a few years ago was
believed to be an honest man and one
that would die for the Socialist move-
ment, but his relations with the pure

| and simple unions have earried ;him to

the lowest depths of degradation, and
even his recent pretended indignation at
the action of the Boston A. F. of L. con-
vention in its disposal of the“Socialist”
resolution stamps him anew as being be-

yoml redemption.

~This, perhaps unusual activity of the
fakirs in organizing so enarly, | may be
explained by the fact that they have
been ruthlessly hit by the action of the
State Ikgishtm in 'abolishing spring
elections in Ohio; all elections by the
tormg of the Chapman law will in the
future be in the fall. This change in
clections must be & hard stroke

‘newspapers, preachers and all kinds of
‘people waxed wrathful, but to no avail,
The attitude of *the people's representa-
Aives” was “the people be damned.” As
no Socialist, so far as I have learned,
has deprecaled the action, I take it that

| they shed no tears over an action that

merges all questions in more general
elections; but local “moralists” and all

‘| who emphasize the importance of local

‘matters are severely knocked out in great
-shape, and Ohio is in the lead in spell-
ing Nation with'a big “N\” Whether the
wiseacres understood this or not I think
it is not an occasion for Socialists to
shei.unm But this is a blow to the
fakir and grafter. Only having election
come around once a year is surely a long
‘time to wait, Hence the people at large

| may not be lurpriud if Willie’s boom

\grows 'to great: ions in Ohio at

" | an early day—for the fakirs are dying

for a field of activity.
Colnmbus, 0, March 27, 1904,
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| CONDITION IN COLORADO SPRINGS.

!l'o The Daily and Weekly People:—In
reference to ‘getting & middle-class per-

| son interested in the Socialist movement,

| or one with middle-class ideas, especially
the ﬁnt, I for one, from considerable

| experience, am willing that the freaks

shall practice ont them, 1 consider it
mtodewgytoemulktothemin:
“courteous manmer,

This is surely one of the most freakish

{ towns in the country. The great major-

ity of men one mects with here owns

‘1'or partially owns a hoipe. A very large

percentage of the men nnd women that

| have been here from three years and

upward have some mining or oil stock,
‘Some have mining claims and all fully
expect to get to thn front in the partic-

| ular trade or business they are engaged’
| in, which is equivalent to’saying they
| have & lottery ticket with no dat& set
{ for the drawing to come off.

1 interviewed & high school cadet a

| short time since, who I understood was

inclined to be a Socialist. I asked him

| to take The People and he told me that
| paps and mamma understood all about

the movement, that they had taken
“The Appeal” a long time. He is now

| out with the troops at Trinidad.

The “Socinlists” elected one Dr. Sonen-

" | stene as delegate to their National Con-

| vention, If the representatives of that
| party are as intelligent throughout the
| country as the ones here, I will say that

no comrade should miss attending that
‘convention, for it will be a circus sure
enough that will pay one to go quite a
distance to attend,

The “Socialists” that I have inter-

viewed are sore over the Carey meetings,
‘He talked here twice ,and made clear-

ent 8. L. P. talks, but the “Socialists”
dow't like that. They like sentimental-
jsm. One said that Carey did not get
‘them one single member and they went
into debt nbout $25 for him. They paid
him $15, but the demand was $15 for
‘one and $25 for two talks. 1 suppose
with him.

| A 'eapable writer could write volumes

| about this city and the doings of the
| different labor organizations,

_grafters, fraternal and middle-
class men that ehu t:;um!vu in wm;
the wppoud ul!-styl millionaires o

1 of ,Bhtum, i ¢

‘the party.

political |
‘tion New York seems to me to

'.l‘o Tbc Ddly and Weekly People:—

| The question of ways and means of en-
| larging the circulation of the paper

which stands for the true interests of
the working class, The Weekly People,
is one of paramount importance to the
Socialist Labor Party.

Now, to my mind, the question re-
‘golves itself into two heads, how to get
subscribers and how to keep them when

{ once obtained, and I shall deal with

them in the order in which they stand.

If the circulation of The Weekly Peo-
ple is to reach the position which it
ought to occupy it is absolutely neces-
sary that each member, man or woman,
of the organization realize that it is his
‘or her duty to obtain subscribers for The
People, and ‘it can be done in one way
only, by canvassing steadily, not inter-
mittantly, and in no other way. Now
some members might say, “That's all
right, if you have days off;” but it is not
carried on in the daytime. In the even-
ing, when the worker is at home he can
be found setting on the doorsteps or
around the house, and can be casily ap-

-proached and glad to'have something to

talk about. In this way, I am certain,
if the work is porformed as it should be
there will be a different tale to tell in
cireulation.

‘How to keep them when secnred is of
very great importance, the renewing or
dropping off acts as a sort of barometer,
it tells us how the worker has profited
by reading The People. If lie subscribes
again we eonclnde hie seeq the point, if
not he is still In the land of dreams
‘and in that condition tells us that somo-
thing has been wanting before The Peo-
ple was placed in his hands, and I be-

lieve that “something” can be laid down

as lack of reading the literature of the
8. L. P. Now the revolutionary socialist
movement, which finds its expression in
the 8. L. P, is not sugar-coated, like the
“socialism” dished out by the “Social
Democrats” of the United States and
“Socialist”. party of Canada. It, the
movement, as exemplified by the S. L.
P., requires close study and proper initial
grounding in the principles and tactics of
Have we the means whereby
the working class can obtain that knowl-
edge? Yes, I think that the literature
of the 8. L. P, plated in the hands of the
worker will work a revolution in his
brain, and thereby enable him to see the
abject position he occupies under the
capitalistic system of production, and, at
the same time, eause him to realize that
the only way to emancipation from wage-
slavery lies in- the organization which
stands for the interests of the wage-
working class, the Socialist Labor Party.

The question of an organizer being sent
out by the party is bound up in activity
of members of the sections. If the mem-
bers are sleepy and show no desire t& get

“The Weekly” into the hands of the

working class, well, they need a few
rude jolts themselves before they will
be able to' give the organizer that sup-

‘port which, if his work is to be of uny

benefit, he is entitled to.

"In conclusion, comrades, I say push
the sale of the pamphlets “What Means
This Strike,” “Reform and Revolution,”
“The Four Kautskys” *“Two Pages
From Roman History” and “Value,
Price and Profit,” and if, for example,
600 subscribers ure secured in a week
200 of them won't drop off when the tlme
for renewal comes round.

Comrades: On with the eircuhtxon of
The Daily and Weekly People, and let
its circulation be no longer a bugbear to
the party. Such is the wish of, yours
fraternally, JAMES M. REID,

Toronto, Can., March, 29,

P. 8.—I would have liked to say
something relative to The Daily People
but space will allow me to say just this,
let every member who can subscribe for
The Daily, it will amply repay him in
every Way.

QUESTIONS FOR THE COMING CON-
VENTION,

To The Daily and Weekly People:—
The time has come, it appears to me,
when the questions now before the Par-
ty, and which must necessarily come up
for consideration in the ecoming con-
vention, should be seriously discussed
by the rank and file. The work of a
convention of such a Party hs ours
should be simply to put into definite
form and proclaim officially the princi-
ples and the policy which the member-
ship have come to hold. The Party
members can best instruct themselves
by discussion and debate in these col-
umns. ;

As the comrades of Michigan have
honored me by electing me a delegate, I
wish to make a few suggestions. They
are offered less in the expectation of
informing others than in the hope of
being set right myself if I am wrong.

1. The N. E. C, should be altered.
The Party bas now gotten beyond the
period when comrades resident in a sin-
gle city can best direct the administra-
tion of so closely organized an institu-
tion as the 8. L. P. of the United States.
The present form of the N, E..C. has
never been wmore than a temporary
makeshift, designed to carry on the work
until & more representative administra-
tion might be provided,

But the chavge should be made with
great care. The plan advanced by Sec-
to be too
ambitious for present conditions. Rep-
resentatives from twenty or more States
simply cannot meet once a month at the

| Party’s expense until our strength has
at least trebled. Think of the effort
it will take to

to have a full delegation
Convention. Two-
Mt s LBy
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: mﬁﬁdrx’on OF THE WORKING
CLASS,

that nlone. I propose a N. E. (. of
seven members, apportioned as follows:
New York City, 3; Massachusetts (Bos-
ton preferred), 1; Ohio (Cleveland), 1;
1llinois = (Chicago), 1; Pennsylvania
(Philadelphin or Pittsburg), 1. These
members should bé nominated by the
respective State commiitees (or city
Sections), and voted for as hitherto.
For bi-weekly or monthly meetings four
members should form a quorum; but
every three months a general attendance
should be insisted upon at which six
members should constitute a quornm.
This would permit the whole commit-
tee to review the administration of the
Party, outline work, and transact the
more important business. Of course all
members should attend at lany time
when the affairs of the Party might

demand especial attention. Traveling
expenses only should be born by the
Party.

O

The Party should be repreacntcd
at the International Congress. Of
course there are a host of compromisers,
blunderbusses and sesli-seekers in the
large Puropean organizations. There
are always a few in our own devoted
8. L. P, The Socialistic Kangaroo, un-
like the harmless Australian quadruped,
thrives in all climes and multiplies like
mice. They will be at the Congress.
But sp also will be the brigade of sledge-
hammer revolutioniets. When our com-
rades, who stand for our working class
principles in Europe, look around and
size up their strength, let us not by
our absence force them to say, “We ex-
peeted help from North America, but
they have been found wanting.” We
should send such & representative of the
S, L. P. to Europe as will insure the per-
formance of our full duty to the inter-
national movement.

3. The Party Press. T hLave heard
some honest murmurs. But, comrades,
let us place the blame where #t belongs
and kick ourselves. Our undivided at-
tention should be given to matters
which require it. I, for one, solemnly
promise to spend at least two hours a
week after April 1, in canvassing for
subsseriptions,  Will five hundred others
not do the same? Five hundred sub-
scribers a week for the W oel iy Peo-
ple,” and then who will have | anything
to say about the Party Press?

: Most fraternally yours,
Frank Bohn.
Ann Arbor, Mich., March 27.
LIFE IN HOT SPRINGS.

Ta the Daily and Weekly People:—
As it may be of some interest to the
readers of our paper who wmay want
to come here for treatment, 1 write the
following description of Hot | Springs,
Arkansas. The town is situated in a
ravine about a mile in length and
branching out at both ends. Two rail-
roads enter the town. The town is fre-
quented by deformed cripples, beggars,
gamblers, politicians and the rotten rich
who come here to bave the effects of
their dissipation and debauchery boiled
out of them. Doard can be had for $1 a
week and-upward. Rooms, $2 a week
and upward. Baths can be had at all
prices, from the government. free baths
to the private and licensed baths, which
give 21 baths, with uttendnnce, for SB
and upward.

Everything political here is demo-
cratic, even to the black cat. The Dem-
ocrats are holding a primary throughout
the State for State officers. They have
a sheet printed in Little Rock called
the *“‘Arkansas Democrat.” 1 don't

| know if it is known outside of the coun-

ty in which it is printed. There'is an-
other sheet called *““The Arkansas Tom
Cat.” This is not a satire on the “Dem-
ocrat,” but a sporting paper, which also
makes a specialty of reporting hotel ar-
rivals,

To see an Arkansas farmer is quiet a
sight. The platocrats from the North
and the East are amused at him. They
give him a dollar to stand for his photo.

Labor here is very cheap. 1t is mostly
all colored. It just about gets enough
to exist. Tom Dougherty.

: Minneapolis, Minn.
Hot Springs, Ark., March 26,

A LABOR CONTRACTOR FOR RAIL-
ROAD TELEGRAPHERS.

To the Daily and Weekly People.—To
be & labor contractor for railroad tel-
egraphers at an average wage of $45 per
month, 12 hours each day, may be a
cheap job for President H. B. Perham of
St. Louis; but coupled with his faculty
of leading the fighting spirit of his dupes
into the ground on every oceasion it may
make it more lucrative. Or, ¢ven as some
of his kin in the A. F. of L. this worthy
may have political “gift” aspiration bees
in his bonnet, where there is plenty of
room.

“Hank” has ' whispered “Peace, be
still!” to the. troubled wators of 0. R.
Tism in its monthly journal. Inasmuch
as they have been organizing for the last
three months for ghorter hours and min-
imum on the Woolsely plan, “peace”
when they expected to be ready for
action seems fishy.

Hormony between upxt.d and hbor
that “Hank” spoke of when he knocked
“Woolsey” in the heéad a year ago at the
Jersey City meeting has ‘resulted in only
those olﬂdnls being allowed in the order
whom the company does not object | to—
“Jo Jo,” the New. York division Penn
sylvania Railroad man, fo: instance.
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the 0. R. T. in 92 when the question
of no rights and leave came up, and
history repeats itself,

The Western committeemen of the
Erie are busy trying to infuse a little
ginger into the Eastern men who headed
off the grievances resulting in the com-
pany giving the overworked owls & heart
to heart talk. The result was that the
Western men returned to their homes
bitter in defeat.

These men of the Meadville, Mahoning,
Cincinnati, Lima and W. B, & E. divi-
sions have but themselves to Llame if
they stand for what the Eastern men
do—to back up the company—as defined
in the October Telegrapher.

Workers, outside of a chance for a
few grafters there is nothing in sight
for you for a few years to come, until
labor unites.

Join the Socialist Trades and Labor
Alliance which votes as it strikes—for
the Socialist Labor Party which stands
at all times for the abolition of wage
slavery and the ushering in of the Co-
operative Commonwealth.

A. J. BOLAND.

3033 Boulevard, Jersey City, N. J.

NEW YORK HAS FORTY-THREE
CANDIDATES.

To The Daily and Weekly People.—I
do not know, or at least do not remember,
on what sort of arguments the provision
‘was fixed, that the delegates to the
national convention have to be nominated
in the month of January, and that the
date of the convention shall be fixed by
the N. E. C, but this much I do know,
that said provisions do mot work satis-
factorily in Connecticut at present. In
this State, we practically have none to
represent us at the convention, because
of these provisions.

According to 'a provision "of the
constitution none of us know when the
convention will be called, but judging
from precedent, it is assumed that it
will be called either in the month of
June of July, and, if so, the nominations
for delegates are about half a year
ahead of the time of assembling.

Considering the great extent of ferri-
fory of the United States, this time i3
too long, according to the way 1 look at
it, for very few, if any, wageworkers
Know even approximately how or where
they will be situated six months hence,
and, therefore, as honest men, will or
caunot accept any position of which they
are in doubt of their ability to fulfill
it.

The average condition of an up-to-
date wageslave, is so thoroughly precar-
ious and uncertain that it really borders
on arrogant assumption to assert with
any degree of certainty how things will
be one or two months hence, not to men-
tion six months, or even a year. From
this point of view, therefore, said pro-
visions should be changed so that first,
the time of nominating be made as short
as possible and second, that the date of
the convention be fixed in advance.

Mostly all trades and vocations have
certain periods in the year when busi-
ness is brisk or slack, Generally, a
workman cannot afferd to leave the shop
when business is brisk, lest he may
jeovardize his job, but, if the date of
the convention is known in advance, ar-
rangements may be effected to enable
such a man to be a delegate to the con-
vention.

There is no lack of candidates or
delegates to the convention in ths State
of Connecticut, but all have dcclined
substantially saying that they do not
feel sure that they will be able to attend
at an uncertain date. Thus, we are with-
out even a candidate to the national con-
vention, and expecting no other results
by another call the 8. E. C. may decide
to leave the matter lo decide for the
State convention, to be held May 30,

FRED. FELLERMANN,

Hartford, Conn., May 22,

ELIAS HAIRE

EEES
Robert W. Haire of Aberdeen, South
Dakota, in a letter to The People an-
nouces the death of his brother, Elias
Haire, of Hazleton, Mich., Socialist Labor
Party presidential elector for Michigan
in 1000, Haire died last November 14th.
He was 47 years of age at the time. His
brother concludes his letter thusly: “A

good 8. L. P, man has rested.”

WOMEN OF AMERICA!

Do You Know the Cause of Your Hus-
band’s Low Wages, and Your Chil-
dren’s Lack of Schooling?

Do you know what man has done?
Do yvou know why a man can’t support
Lis home now as well as when you were
young? Do you know why wives and
mothers in the working class don't live
in nice houses in a nice part of the
cities, surroundcd by nice lawns or gar-
dens? Do you know why your coal
bins are not full? Do you know why
your pantries are not filled with food?
Do you know why your clothes closets
are empty? Do you know why children

<3
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OFF - HAND ANSWERS
TO CORRESPONDENTS

nmu AND ADDRESSE.)

[‘lo QUESTIONS WILL BE CONSIDEIRED THAT COME IN ANONY.
US LETTERS. ALL LETTERS IUBT CARLY A BONA FIDE BIO-

G. 8., BUFFALO, N. Y.—There is no-
thing to be done but to sue the furmer
who refuses to pay the wages—and that
only step may be foolish if it would
cost more to collect the debt than the |
debt amounts to. This ds but one of
many incidents that prove the falseness
of the theory that all our people are
‘equal before the law.” The workingman
is. not the capitalist’s equal. His poy-

erty prevents him from hauling the mat-

ter before the law,

|
!

it can be? That would be trespassing
upon Dr. Halpern's domain. It is for hin
to explain, We made a certain stater
 ment—if wrong, the duty lies on him tg
disprove it, by pmduun,; Lis citizen pa-
pers. We would then stand corrected ang °
state the source of our information, to
gether  with' sume interesting  details
therewith connected; if right, let him
explain. No talky-talky, or (somebody
says) will do. The citizen's papers!”
The Daily People of March 6 (Weekly,

E. H. E, CELINA, O—If we um]er.l ' March 12), hadthis Letter-Box answer:

stand correctly the meaning of
terms you correctly understood
meaning of “confiscation.”  The termis
handled ‘in the second of “Two Pages
from Roman History.” Get the pamph-
tet. If still in doubt, call again,

D. J., CINCINNATI, 0.—We hold in
our possession the letters of the national
office of the Brewers' Union, admitting
that Valentine Wagner was wronged by
No. 1 and also admiting that the nation-
al officers are impotent in New York
against No. 1.,

creants who run the union by selling out |
i them must be a man who can tell the

to the boss brewers. \e\cral‘nf thu let-
ters are signed b ythe national sec’y
Zorn,

J. B,, BROOKLYN, N. Y.—The gentle-
man’s antecedents are these in a nutsheli:
He got up contracts, thut were not worth
the paper on which they were written
betweeit employers and ‘workingmen in
the garment or clothing trades ;.encmll\ ¥
and was paid for this *work"—%2 a con-
tract. His name then was Moses Hilkow-
itz, and he lived downtown. ' After mak-
ing a good rake, or “original accumula-
tion,” he dived under the waters and re-
mained out of sight for quite a while,
until he re-appeared again away up-town
under the name of Morris Ih!qml

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,
LOUISVILLE. KY.~The old copy from
the “Labor Jourbal” has not turned wup,
and we have not yvet boen supplied witha
new copy. (wt one, There gre people
writing and requesting that the “shots”
be continued. They cannot be continued
without you send us a new copy.

. 1. M, BRIDGEPORT, CT.—Weonld
not like to endorse him, Suppose you
try Corregan?

TO  WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN,
BROOKLYN, N. Y.—That clipping on
“The failure of Socialism in Australia”
is a belated reproduction of a yarn that
went through the capitalist press several
months ago. 1t was at the time taken
up in these columns and shown to be
a roorback, What failed in Australia was
not Socialism, but the attempt of govern-
mental pure nnd ~M!)lc trades unjonism.
On the sawme principle that soldiers feel
encouraged when they find out that they
are fired upon by blank eartridges, the
Socialist feels new spirit when “he sees
such cvidences of the capitalists having
no argument against Socialism, and hay-
mg to forge false facts to fight Social-
ism with, These capitalist editors lack
even the scnse of humor. In the same
breath that they declare pure and sim-
ple trades unionism to be the bulwark
against Socialism they bring out the fail-
ure of the pure d -nnph- “trades wnion-
ism theory in Australin. That they call
the Australian thing “Socialism” only
adds drollery to their contradictory
views,

S. F. L. PROVIDENCE, R. L—Too
carly man! Too ecarly to say. DBut to
judge by appearances, this Presidentinl
campaign promises fair to' be run by
Labor from top to bottom. Even the cap-
italist candidates are “Labor” men—
there is Teddy, an honorable member of
the Locomotive Firemen's Union with
the special  endorsement of Mitchell,
There is Parker (Demoeratic) a labor
man, who is to run on his Labor record
as & judge. And there is Hearst—if he
is not Labor, who is?

“EAST SIDE.” NEW YORK-—-What it
all is about the standing candidate of the
“American” Social Democratic party in
the Fourth Assembly District, and what
the status of the case is? The history
may be gathered from the following
Letter-Box answers:

The Daily People of last Feh, 21
{Weekly, Feb. 27), had this Lette.~Box
ANSWer:

“P. L., NEW YORK.—Dr, Halpern, the
Social-Democratic party’s standing can-
didate in the Fourth Assembly District
is not a citizen and refuses to be one.
For that matter. it is doubtful whether
a single Social-Democratic candidate in
the Jewish East Side is a citizen.”

The Daily People of Feb. 28 (Weekly,
March 5), had this Letter-Box answer:

“P. B, NEW YORK-—We explain how

“your |

the

|

i

that is against the mis- |

1}

“W.o W, NEW YORK—The statement
was made point-blank in these columng
that the standing candidate of the So-
cin Democratic party in 4th Assembly
District, Dr. Halpern, is not a citizen,

| When a man, who claims to be a citizen,

is declared not to be one, he and his can
not shrug their shoulders, and let it ga
at that. Tt is in such a man's power,
and it is his duty to rectify the state-
ment, if it is incorrect. And in such &
case he can do so casily. All he has ta
do is to produce his citizen papers. But,
of course, the person to whom he shows

difference betwecn a charter of naturali.
zation and a promissory note at 43 per
cent.”

Finally, the Daily People, of March
13 (Weekly. March 10), had the followe
ing Letter Box:

W W, NEW YORK-—~There is “The
Worker,” why does Dr. Halpern not re-
produce in it a plotographic copy of his
citizen papers—if he is a eitizen and
has the right of the sufirage? What is
lie afraid of 7 Can a Social Democrat be
afraid "

That is ihe history, and we have noth«
ing more to say—for the present,

As to the status, the matter ia jus§
now going through a droll episode.

In the first plece. the standing candi«
date is acting as if he were on the vergs
of delitum tremens in the matter, and
vet lie says with an affectation of con«
tempt: “Who reads The People?”

T the second place, he calls “n personal
altack™ o statenient made regarding him
== standing eanididite of a political party;
that claims to be American—on his qual-
ification to run for office.  (As yet we
have said nothine with regard to whether
e voled or noty

In the third piace he declares his char-
acter is hurt by the Tetter Box answers,
and yet ha says nobody reads The Peo-
ple.

In the fourth place he goes around in
the company of a friend and o satchel.
The friend starts the conversation on
“the infamous slander of The People”
declares the naturalization papers are
in that satchel, and grabs it as if to
produce the papers out of it, wherenpon
the worthy Doctor, striking a eomedian
attitude that he got from the bosom
friend of lis family, Herman Schleuter,
who, in turn, learned it from the come-
dian, Alexander Junas, and declares with
pathos: “No, I shall not show my citizen
papers! I am above that!”

In the fifth place, and finally, when
the comedy is performed before the next
group, that group is told that the pre-
vious group saw the papers.

The Doctor owes The People a debt
of giatitnde, which he is too ungrateful
and too much of a partisan to appreciate.
It having been said he was not a eiti-
zen, and consequently disqualified to mn
for office; The I'eople has afforded him
an opporfunity and showed him the way
how to stop “the slanderous rumor.”

The experience in the matter is a free,
education on the law of evidence and
on common Sense,

P. D.. SEATTLE., WASH-~(1) That
letter of Marx's to Lichknecht and others
was published in The People in full four
vears ago. (2) How rightly Marx judged
you conld see from the Review of the
Dresden Congress, published in these col-
umns last January. In that review are
several of the passages from Marx's let-
ter. They are casily found. They are
in quotation marks and expressly stated
to be from that letter. The maxims and
views therein expressed by Marx hold
good to-day.

E. C., NORTH SPRINGFIELD, VT.;

LA, D, AKRON, O.; G T. COLUM-
B[ Sy (‘ T, 0. .1, SEATTLE, WASH ;
D. G, D, WACO, TEX.; W. W., NEW
\‘(.ll'\K; ll. L TRENTON Nk
Jo CL COLORADO! SPRINGS,  COLO.-—
MATTER RECEIVED.

lack of clothes? Do you know why you
must go to the beds of young children
and rudely awaken them in the morning
to go to the factory or other work?
Do you know why your husband's wages
are not steady? Do you know why vou
arc surprised when the butcher teils vou
meat has gone up? Or flour, or pota-
toes, or—and, i fact, everything that
you have to buy in the managing of yvour
heme? Do you know why?

Do you. know that “Uncle Tom's
Cabin” touched women's hearts, creating
sympathy for the poor slave? Do you
know that Socialism is the message of
emancipation to the wage slave? Do
you know that women caused the votes
tc be cast in the interest of the slaves?
Don't you know that capitalism does
for you what slmety did for the negro?
Don't you know that the vote of your
husband, father, son or brother bas

cliss? Do vou know thet The Weckly
People should be in every family? Do
you know that housekeepers should
study it, then teach its doctrines to the
family? Do you know that a knowl-
edge of Socialism will cause men to vote
fcr their class interest?

Waomen of America, never turn a ean-
vasser for The Weekly  People' away
empty. The Weekly Feople costs zo
cents for one year or 235 cents for six
months, by mail, Its contents answer all
these aquestions, awd tells how 1o abolish
strikes, lockouts, idiencss and want, to
overthrow 'capitalism’ and give employ-
ment to all, and to all the full prod:ct
of their labor. Fraternally,

R. Berdan.

Paterson, N, J., March 30, 1004 .

Offices of Section New York, at Daily
People building, 2-6 New Reade street,
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; '1_'0 the Sections and Members of the
TSP thmzhont the State of Illi- |

18, E C to get ‘up'a[‘;imil;r letter for
| the_purpose of building up the Party
| Press. On motion the Section was elect-

'| ganizations of labor, that will no doubt

‘to methods. Qur present methods dif-

CALLQD‘!HEIHJNO!BS.!.C.

‘nois.

Gmﬁu At the Shte Commlttcc
mecting February z&h. Scctlon East St.
Louis presented a proposition for the

ed'to draft the proposed letter and pre-
sent same at the next session, to be
held on March 13. The Section pre-
unhd the folloving
' “East St. Louis, T, March 13.
*To the S. E. C, thence to the members

‘throughout the State,

“Comrades: We wish to address a
few words to you upon the matter of
increasing the circulation of the So-
cialist Labor Party Press.

“In looking over what has besen said
and done to this end, we find that the
membership has |been appealed to,
shamed, jollied with prizes, ete. In
fact, everything has been done to arouse
it to action. Now we realize that some-
thing different will have to be done.

“The position of the S. L. P. upon
many questions, which but a short time
ago was regarded by many workingmen
as suicidal, has been vindicated. But
the most important question is that of
tactics, the one concerning the relation
between the political and economic or-

be given a practical test in this year’s
campaign.  Considering the drubbing
given the bogus Socialist party by the
A. F. of L. and the present Hearst boom, |'
in which the pure and simple unions
are taking part, it is plain to us that
whatever the outcome of this mixup of
bogus Socialism and pure and simpledom
may be, this fact will stick out all over:
that it is impossible to build a labor
movement upon a foundation of mutual
‘toleration, and that the position of the
Socialist Labor Party, i. e, that the
political is the main, the economic, the
secondary organization of labor, is the
correct one.

' “The soundness of S. L. P. tactics is
becoming recognized not only by ths
American Socialists, but it is having its
effect on the Socialists throughout the
world, as evidenced by recent develop-
ments in all English speaking countries.
. “Now, then, while the S. L. P. of
America is becoming the leader of Rev-
olutionary Socialism, let us, the members
of that Party, realize the necessity for
a Jarger circulation of its press. How-
ever much could be said about the neces-
sity of increasing the circulation, we
know from our own experience that it
is not Iack of desire alone that keeps
a subscription list down, but it is a
lack of methods: This we consider the
most important part of the circulation
question,

“East St. Louis has increased its sub-
scription list from about 25 eight months
ago to about 200 at present. Yet, as
stated above, we were not as desirous
to increase our list then as now. This
proves that our success is due mainly

fer from previous ones, mainly in that
we now take subscriptions on credit
when necessary. Failure to collect, of
course, means a financial loss; the
amount of this depends to seme extent
upon the activity of the collector,

“For the benefit of Sections who may
wish to give this plan a trial we stand
‘| ready to give our experience. In fact,
we would be pleased to see agents for
| the Party Press open personal corres-
pondence with each other to the end
of improving the circulation of the So-
cialist Labor Party Press.:

“Yours Truly for the Cause,
“Section East St. Louis,
“C. A. Johnson, Organizer.”

A motion to adopt the above with the
fallowing additional was carried:

In connection with the above letter
the S. E. C. pledges to purchase from’
The People 1,000 prepaid subscription
cards within six months or sooner, if
‘the money can be raised; put a solici-
'tor in the fAeld as soon as possible and
push the Party Press.

Now, Comrades, get up and hustle.
Send immediately for as many cards
a8 you can, remitting the money to the
S, E..C. Your hearty co-operation is
solicited, that we may keep our pledge
and help to build up the only press
worth anything to the working class.

Yours for Success, fik
”!llincis State Executive Committee,
i it W Cox, Orgmiur.

son, on “Direct Legislation.”

‘ ‘the Labor Lyceum, in Florenco Parlors,
| 827 Main, near Ggueme street,

ing of Hoboken will be held on Thurs.
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|THE DAILY PEOPLE HOME-
STRETGH FUND.

UNDER THIS HEAD WILL BE PUB.
LISHED ALL DONATIONS MADE FOR
THE LAST FINAL EFFORT TO CLEAR
UP THE BALANCE OF THE DEBT
ON THE DAILY PEOPLE PRINTING
PLANT. THAT BALANCE, ON NO-
VEMBER 15, WAS $4643, PLUS IN-
TEREST. WATCH AND SEE HOW
THE FIGURES OF THE “HOME-
STRETCH FUND” GET UP 10 IT.

Previously acknowledged......$3,850.47

J. Piomondon, City... .. coiih 2.00
A F. Stone, Callahan, Cal..., 1.00
A, Boltz, Brooklyn, N, Y..,... 50
Section Hoboken, N, J......., 10,00
D. S, Law, Ceatre Barnstoad,

Mass, .. ... 1 S 50
A, Beerman, Omaha, Neb.,.... 50
W. Ross, Minneapolis, Minn.... 1.00
AL Overby, Minneapolis, Mion. . 1,00
C. H. Evans, Celina, Ohio..... 1.00
II. Nordholt, Hamilton, Ohio.. 3.00
J. Koeble, Hamilton, Ohio..... 2.00
T. M. Reedy, Lowell, Mass. ... &0
W, P. Keim, Cleveland, Ohio.. 1.00
B. Margeson, Cleveland, Qhio. .. 1.00
Seetion Cleveland, 0., on account

proceegdls for masquerade.....  4L14
Cockroach Mig, Co., Drooklyn,

o s A RS 50

Total .. L s+ 0 $0,002.11

- SPECIAL FUND.

(As per Circular Letter of September 3,
1901.)

Previously acknowledgad. ......$8,462.72

<. Howard, Brooklyn, N, Y.... 1.00
Spe. San Franeisco, per Strom-

quist, coilected at miceting, 3-2. 5,35
Charles Obm, Oliver, Pa....... 40
11. Warlett, Brooklyn, N. Y. ... 2,001
E. Moonelis, City........0.. i, 50
J. Simon, City..... Uit s A 50
See, Hamilton, Ohio (four loan

certificatesy ot 80.00
I H. Brune, Brooklvn, N. Y... 1.05
Miss Frances MeDanicel, City.. 60

e 1 Y e A #8,551.02

THE WEAVERS' STRIKE,

All money will be acknowledged in
The Daily and Weekly People. Send
contributions to Jolin J. Kinneally, Gem
See., S, TU & L. A, 2-6 New Reade street,
New York, or Sam J. French, eare of
Daily People, 2- New Reade street, New
York.

Amos E. Handy,
. Ree, Sec. L. AL 302, 8. T, L. A,
North Vassalboro, Maine,

Previously acknowledged ...... $568 85
0. J. Hughes, New York,..... . 2 00
L. A. 306, Snowhegan, Me..... 13 00

Collected at Commune Celebra-

tion—
L. A. 873, Lawrence, Mass.... 5 00
J. J. Plomondon, N, Y...oovite B0
A, Francis, New York ..ovuses 50
J. J. Leahy, New York....... . 50
Hens Carstensen, St. Paul, Minn 25
Frank Carstensen, St. Paul,

3\ T30, e e 25
Samuel  Johnson, St. Paul,

A e S i el 50
Daniel 8. Law, Conler Barn-

stead, N, H.ooooioaiinine,

Total to date..... .. vveua  $81 G0

GENERAL ORGANIZER'S FUND.

To All District and Local Allinnces, Mem-
bers at Large and Sympathizers of the
Socialist Trades and Labor Alliance
Greeting: -~
The following amounts have been con-

tributed to date establishing a fund for

placing an 8. T. & L. A.\organizer in the
field as soon ns possible.

~ Members and friends are urged to in-
crease the amount collected.

Address all contributions to John J.

Kinneally, General Secretary, 2-6 New

Reade street, New York.

Previonsly acknowledged ...... $148 65
L. A. 373, Lawrcence, Mass.. ... 135
Colleeted by L. A48, Yonkers,

No Y=~
b3 40 B LT R B RO 23
ANV G tbmey e e 40
B T R SR AT G i G 35
Edw. McCormick .oiiiiiveains 65
R e R 05
Sman M S s 05
Owen' Carraher ooaieaiaeis 30
Peter Jacobson ..o aiiiaaiaiig 20
1. A, 140, New York (Weekly

Pledges ) —
S d i nmeally iR b 20
TSl B o I e SRR 10
3 SIER B T R 10
L. A. 308, Troy, N. X, (weekly f

eontributions)  ..... .. 000, 375
J. .1, Plomondon, N. Y...iov.. 50
!’. Donahue B R TP SR 50

——

Total to date.......c..... 167 40

,‘ BUFFALO LECTURE.
April 10—Attorney Albert H. Jack-
At 3156 p. m., under the auspices of

(mmm. CO!IITT!! OF HOBOKEN.
. The regular Central Committee meet-

, April T,

at. seetion hudquarhrl.‘
Hoboken.

OHIO, ATTENTION!
To All Comrades, Greeting:

Your S, E. C. has asked me to agl-
tate and organize in your State this
summer. I shall begin work early In
July and continue untll about Septem-
ber 15. Antlicipation of such fighting
a8 Ohlo furnishes makes one grow hot
and anxious.

Your State has a population of 1,500,-
000 resldents in towns of over 10,000,
One-half of your entire adult male pop-
ulation are wage workers. The po-
sition of the Stste Industrially Is con-
stantly becoming more important. Coal
miners and ironworkers are now the'
bést possible material for our propa-
gunda. Now, what are we going to do
in Ohlo this year?

The State casts a vote of about 900,-
000, A large portion of your strength
you have been found to expend hereto-
fore in securing 9,000 signatures to your
ballot petition, YLet us remove this
burdén and at the same time secure
the other benefits of becoming nn‘or-
ficlal party. If the Kangaroos maintain
their standing and we do not move
ahead thére may be danger in store.
The State Committee, some other hard
workers and your newly-clected agita-
tor are ready to give the enemy all
they've got in them. But without con-
stant and enthusiastic support from
every one of you, the effort will avalil
lttle.

(1) Begin to-morrow morning and
talk Soclallsm as you have never done
before. Not frantically, but In & calm,
quiet way, to a half-dozen picked men
whom you see often. FPush the Purty
press and our lMterature in thelr way
until they see,

(2) If you can talk to one man at a

time in the shop you can falk to fifty f

at o time on the street. None of us djd
it before we tried. Read, think over
your remarks, and practice on one an-
other, Get out in the crowd as soon
as the weather Is favorable, Cleveland
should have ten open-air meetings n
week, Cclumbus, Cincinnatl and Dayton
five each. Those who won't talk sheuld
be present to encourage thelr comrades
and sell literature. Advertise your
meetings in the papers. I wish to coma
on July 10 and start reaping the har-
vest which you have sown. Ohlo must
be made as strong as New York and
New Englangd,

What can I say to rouse you to a
knowledge of your oprortunity and
your power? . Five hundred thousand
workingmen In Ohlo are ready for the
Socialist  Republic, - They haven't
learned just what it is yet, and what it
meons to them, It Is our work to tell
them. Cowards and drones may now
be excused. Let the rest of us stand
up and be known by what we dao.

Yours most fraternally,
Frank Bohn.
Ann Arbor, Mich,, March 27,

MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL COM-
MITTEE.

Regular meeting General Committee,
Massachusetts S. L. P, at Boaton,
March 27, called to order by the sec-
retary, Michael T. Berry. In the ab-
sence of the chairman, W. H. Young,

"of Boston, was nominated and eclected

chairman of the session,

Roll call showed Young, Berry, Fitz-
gerald, Greenman, Englehardt, Sweeney
and Nefisen present; Keefe and Dolan
absent,

Records of meeting of March 138 read
and approved.

Communications: From New Bedford,
protesting against the payment of hill
sent by General Committee, as the same
had been pald, sending one dollar for
seeretary fund and sixty-five cents on
bill. Ordered that General Committee
congider the bill pald, and that sixty-
five cents paid be refunded Sectlon
New Bedford.

Fifteen Dally People loan ceruncates
valued at $800 received, and they were
turned over to the secretary for safe
keeping,

From Labor News Co., sending tenm
for “Woman Under Sociallsm.” 'Or-
dered that Secretary write the seweral
Sectlons, asking that they elect some
actlve member to canvass the locality
for this work espeolally, the works of
the Labor News Co., and for the Party
press generally, and to notify the sec-
retary of this committee of thelr ac-
tion.

From J. O'Fihelly, Abington, sending
tickets and sub. lists, and Information
on the Kangs' flasco in the town elec-
tions In Plymouth County. Accenpted
and filed.

From Week!y People, sending nnsu-
chusetts malling list. Turned over to
secretary for action.

From Lawrence. making inquiry on
internal Party matters, Attended to by
secretary,

From Lowell, returning tlcket: and
sending lst of ofMcers. Flled.

Report of secretary accepted ‘and
filed. i

Bills of Comrade De Leon and Paine
Corporation for hall ordered pald.

Adjourned,

Michael T. Benry,
Sec, Mass, 8, L. P.
9014 Chestnut street, Lynn, Mass,

T0 THE READERS OF “THE PEOPLE”
IN SAN ANTONIO, TEX.

SecdonSanAntomo SoLi Ry hnlds
open-air ngiuﬁon meeungn every ‘Satur-
day mght. 8 o'clock, on Main Plaza. All
live topics of the day are discussed there
by a competent speaker from the work-
ing class standpoint.  Don't fail to at-
uul. and *ndm some Meads or shop-

Ward, Mikel Duttine, Geo, Rigser.
platform we bave adopted is the mu-
nicipal platform. okl tho Socialist ubor‘ ‘
‘Party. 4

1904

BUSINESS DEPARTMEN!
NOTES

—e——ry

The comrades in quite a number of
cities have taken up the work of getting
subscribers for the Weekly People with
considerable enthusiasm. Three hundred
end sixty were secured during the week
ending April 2, a gain of forty-nine over
the previous week; 300.25 worth of pre-
paid subscription cards were sold. A
majority of the Sections have not as yet
made any special effort to get sub-
scribers.

To see the good work that is being
done in a few ocities like Hartford, Conu.,
and East 8t. Louis, I, should be enough
to set all to work. East St. Louis, with
but a handful of comrades, is on deck
every week with a long Jist of new read-
ers and renewals. The number secured
by them during the past week is twenty-
seven.

Comrade Breucr, of Hartiord, repeats
his good work of several weeks past,
with thirteen more.

Comrade P. J. Barnwell, of Detroit,
Mich., sends in a bunch of twenty, over
half of which are for one year, and gets
a copy of Lissagaray’s “History of the
Commune,”

Comrade Weiss, of Brooklyn, secured
twelve more, We hear from him every
week.

Comrade Leitner, of San Antonio, sends
in six subs. and writes: “I don't know
whether 1 will be able to earry out my
plan, but I am going to try hard to get
one sub. a day, and will endeavor to en-
thuse the other comrades to do some-
hing in that line. I realize and found
cut it is hard work, but the gréater the
resistnnce the greater ought to be the
force to overcome same."”

Five or more subseriptions were sent
in as follows: 34th A. D., New York, 21;
IZth A. D., Brooklyn, 15; 8. R.
Lraddock, Pa., 10; F. Leshner, Hart-
ford, Gonn., 10; Qscar Freer, Columbus,
Ghio 93 Section St. Louis Mo, 95 A.
McGinnis, South Chieago, 1L, 7 J, B.
Ferguson, Tuoiwnne, Cal.,, 7; T Frie
semna, 'Jry, Detroit, Mich, 6; John Far-
roll Lowell Mass. 6; A, Scheftel, Brook-
Iyn, §; John Denohue, New ! York City,
&3 4. B. Dilien, Marion, Ind., 5; R. Ber-
dan, Patorson N. J., 5; C, Schmidt, New
Iaven, Cona. 5.

One comrado puts two-cent stamps on
One cent is sudicient.  If
vou have sevéral (o send at one tiwe pit
them in an enyelope and place a two-
cent stamp on the eavelope.

Another comrade complains that Party
press circulars do not show as many
subs, 05 have been sent in from his eity,
that subscriptions have been sent in from
his city for persons living in otler
places, which the reports do not include.
Tue cirenlars are made up every two
months from the figures shown by the
mailing list, where the namas of subserib-
ers arve placed after being classified by
this department secording to cities. It
would be an impossible task for us, with
cur small clerieal foree, to give the fig-
urcs by any other method.

Rager,

Jost cards.

Lehor Newa Department ¢

Last week an order for $44 worth of
oty pamphlets and books were sent to
Glasgow, Scotland, to the literary agent
of the Soctalist Labor Party of Great
Britain,  The British workingmen seem
to appreciate sound Socialist literature,
after having been doped for years with
the milk-and-water variety.

Comrade Ruther of Holyoke, Mass,
sent for twenty-five more copies of "Wo-
man Under Socialism” last week, sho“,l-
ing that the first order of forty is ex-
Lausted and he is still canvassing. | Other
comrades in other localities would find
vpon trial that the book is a rapid and
casy seller if !hcy would get out and
hustle like Comrade Ruther.

New Labor Library leaflets issued by
the Labor News is “Arbitration as a
Solution of the Labor Problem” and
“The Trouble in the Litho Industry.”
Comrades in localities where there are
lithographers’ union should get a bundle
of the latter leaflets and distribute them
to the members of the union. The leaf-
lot of “Arbitration” is'also a valuable
one for distribution these days of at-
tempts to establish “safe” rclations bet-
ween capitalist and workingmen. 15
cents per hundred. $1.25 per thousand.
“The Pilgrim's Shell” is completed in
this number, and next week will begin
the first installment of “Franz von Sick-
ingin” an historical drama by Ferdinand
Lasalle.

“The Pilgrim’s Shell” will be publish-
ed in book form by the 1st of May.
Advance orders should be sent in at
once, in order that we should be able
to decide as soon as possible on the
number of books to be pnblnhcd Price
75 cents.

MARION, IND., CITY TICKET.

Section Marion (Ind) 8. .I. P. has
nominated the following ticket to be
voted for at the spring election: For
Mayor, Matthew Loven; City Clerk,
Fred, Hotz;
The

——

:Hdvance Orders Solicitedi
| |
The PILGRIM'S SHELL |

Or Fecrgan the Quarryman

EUGENE SUE'S FASCINATING SOCIOLOGICAL ROMANCE OF FEUDAL!

TIMES, TRANSLATED, WITH PREFACE, BY DANIEL DE LEON 1 1 1 :

CLOTH BOUND,

; Ready About May First
288 PAGES, SUPERB A.\"[IQLE PAPER, 75 CENTS (OASH

TOAOOOJ!PANY ORDER) : 1 3

{ REie SRS St ST ki el

ADDRESS '
{

New

York Labor News

TWO, FOUR AND SIX NEW READE STREET : : + : 1 :

Company

¢ NEW YORK

Party.

months) 2Ee: 0 Ca

T o B

Soczahstische Arbeiter
z B I T ' N G

is the German official organ of the Socialist Labor
. Readers of The People, in touch with German
\\orlm. omen, should endeavor to interest these in the
paper and gain them for subscribers . . . Subscription
price . . . Per year, $1.00; Six months, soc; Three
SEND FOR SAMPLE COPY
193 CHAMPLAIN STREET, ' CLEVELAND, O.

e
N

AGENTS

WANTED!

 SOLIC

ITORS WANTED

We want solicitors in every city and town who are willing to de-
vote a part or all of teir time to extending the circulation of The

Weckly People.

A special commisgion will be paid to persons who

mean business and can show results. Write for particulars and give

references.

ihe Wecklv People 2t06 New Reade St., "fav®

sy —re——— ..,._.nw.____.._.:,—_"
UH“ SAIE AND B.\UTHLR JONA- s. L. P ON TOP,

Ldam. Birus  Socialist  Nomination Papers

Gy Threwn Out gt St. Paul, Minn,

(Continved on poge four,) i 8 3

A ht. Paul, Minn., April 4—-City Attor-
ivg the people nuert.  Now, my anan, | ey Michael has reversed himself with a
jthat’s all there ds about it You are | now ruling on the vights of the “Social-
misnddressing your sighe. ist

for Council in Fourth |

B.
unite?

U. 8~—0h, ‘that's anotiier question.
Admitting, as you wmust do, that the
workingmen cannot unite on an error,
and that the ouly union possible is on the
right prineiples and  tactics, then yen
must admit (hat the conduet of the So-
cialist. Labor Party is the correct onc.
It is the only unifier possible. Tf it
deesn’t bring unity about, mothing else
will.

B. J. (sighing) —Well, that may be;
but all this fighting——

U. 8.1t is necessnry.  The issue is o
life and death issue. The scatterers must
be opposed ; they must be fonght: in pro-
portion to their obstinaey and perversity
they must be fought all the harder. They
will howl, ves; we shall have to be se
verer than we would wish, yes; but never
forget that it is the height of silliness tu
want your pound of meat and yet recoil
before the drop of blood that the cut-
ting produces incidentally. He who ear-
eeatly wants a thing must wand it de-
spite accessories,

J—But how long will it toke to

ATTERTION, ST. LOUIS!
Mrs. Olive M. Johnson will speak at

Fraternal  Building,  Eleventh = and
Franklin avenue, Sunday, April 10, 2.30
p. m,

Subject, “Why  Workingmen and
Women Should join the Socialist Labor
Party.”

Members of the working class are es-
pecially invited to attend this Jecture,
Admission free,

CONNOLLY IN WATERVLIET, N. Y.
A lecture of specinl iuteicst to the
working class will be deliverad by James

Connolly, of Ireland, late editor of the |

“Irish Workers” Republic,”” of Dullin,
Treland, held under the auspices af the
Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance, Lo-
enl 851, of Albany County, Thursday
evening, April 14, at 8 o'clock, at G. A. It
Hall, Watervliet. Subject, *The Unful-
filled Mission of the Trude Unions”

Admission, 10 cents.

A ovem sixTY YEA
An Old 2nd Weli-Trlod Be?n
M1

STUFIZ F’IANQ

Sold on Euy Tc‘ms Dimct from
F&C‘IBRY WAREROOES.
L LA IJICOLII AVE.
Third A

i ‘

g A e

* and Noelalist Labor parties.

IIis latest ruling is that the Soeialist
Labor Party is entitled to recogmition
and may file their candidates for city
offices.

The “Socialists” are deposed and must
choose some different name if they care
{0 present petitions nominating candi-
dates. The petitions they have already
handed in must be rejected,

Michael explrined that Le had been
misled, his atfention not having been
ealled to an order of the suprems eourt,
in 1902, throwing oul the “Socialists’.
48 ovder was ignored by the Secretary
of State and ‘the court could not compel
him, as an executive officer, to obey.
Om the other hand, the city officials haye
{no such high rank and must obey the
supreme court’s mandate.’

NOW READY!

FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY .
FIRST IMPRESSION, 2500 Copies

AUGUST BEBEL'S GREAT BOOK

WOoOM AN
UN D ER
SOCIALISM

From the German by
DANIEL DE LEON

With Translator’s Preface end Footnotes

PORTRAIT AND SYMBOLICAL
COVER DESIGN

Cloth, 400 Pages ..........Price, $1.0¢
Agents Wanted, Liberal Commission

NEW YORK LABOR NEIVS CO.,
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS
2 to 6 New Reade Street
New York City

No Socialist Shonld Be Without This
Book . . . No Advoeate of Woman%
Rights Should Miss It . . . No Studen!
of Contemporancous Eventa Can Affor{
to Be Without It . . . No Library Cas

‘ w-u...mwm
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