pires. Hutmhxhﬂumthmnth,
_ ‘second, the day, third the year. :

i mputvinhmppdonmtm
‘llﬂmvioully Tenewed,
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- MINNEAPOLIS STIRRED

. CORREGAN ADDRESSES ENTHUSI-
 ASTIC GATHERING OF WAGE

' Shows that the Labor Commodity 1s

" the Only Commodity that the Owner

Can Be Compelled to Dispose of by the

~ Use of Policemen’s Clubs, Court In-
mummmuu..'

(Special Cotmpondcnec )

: Jnmmpolh, Minn,, Oct. 17—Charles i1,
w candidate of the Bocinlist La-
~ Bor Party for President, last evening ad-
i ll!-lod the most successful meeting of
~ | the present campaign, in Morgan Post
~ Hall, which was packed to its utmost

; u’adty with enthnsiastic wage earners,
-Olg!t to hear true working class poli-
‘ties from the lips of the chosen repre-

_ sentative of the only party that stands
" squarely upon the ground of working
:Iln interests, and for three hours gave
the” spesker rapt attention.

Some of the points Corregan brought
forward very prominently were as fol-
lows:

~ After showing the merchandise charac-
 ter of labor he told -those present that

it dlﬂmd from other commiodities in
“one. ‘respect, namely, in that you can
compel no capitalist to dispose of any
‘commodities he has to sell by using
Mm‘- clubs on them, or by court
-;Mlu or by calling out the mili-
tin, This! could not even be done in the
- emse of the coal barons'who, two years
‘ago, refused to sell hard coal even at
/' $20 a ton, although people were freezing
i for want of fuel. Bul all these means
~ could be und have bren used to foree
workingmen to sell their only commodity

withhold it during a striks,

told them that he was not go-
around telling the workers what a

od friend he was ncl t.ho 'nrklng dlu.
attia :

friends, sad how do they nquiu
1! We are not for you because we
~ ‘you, but becau:= we are of you,
“and you are of us, and by standing for
_you we are standing for ourselves and
You, by standing with us you stand for
. yourselves. Nor does the S. L. P. appeal
dor the assistance of any other class in
" mbolishing capitalism—the united action
of the workers alone being required.”
- “Would there” the speaker queried,
" by recompense offered when the means

' of production, transportation and dis-
. tribution were taken over by the peo-

| ‘recompense! The capitalist class which
~_bas for centuries vppropriated the fruits
{ of the workers’ ®il, robbed them of
. their inventions? Oh, no; but the work-
. ars, who have %te:a plundered, besten,
- snd starved, thea: .all be recompensed
‘mnd we shall fiil ths cup to the brim.”

~workers’ czuse, and his ery of “no

in your union, nevertheless, they
get in,” he sall “When the switch-
Mhm;lolnlmfortha

»tbly have never been on strike
And again when the surface men

kiyn went out, a Republican
0 his tin soldiers to that

~gathered together.”
” in, and as usual,

2 ‘misguided Kanglet attended
meeting in order to get a glimpse of
Beldenberg “spectre”. He got a good
Mu‘ two whole years, while a
sber of the party, he chaims never
have heard of this most widely ad-
‘affair though he felt competent
y around telling all about “the in-
s workings of the 8, L. P.”
m the moeﬁng many subscrip-
were taken for the Weekly Peo-

eand a lup amount of literature sold.
; W. Fay.

'HEWING TO THE LINE.

Presidential Candidate of the S. L.

- Wm, Cox’s Excellent Lecture.
* (Special Correspondence.)
0, Mich, Oct. 17—Willjam

" ple as & whole? Yes, but whom shall we

v.mhbrfm:vithhhmto-

livered an excellent open-air lecture,
The writer ar\tcd as chairman, and, after
a few remarks, introducsd Comrade Cox.
Cox held the attention of his audience
right from the start. He began by ex-
plaining the evolution of production
from the old-time individual method,
when each .worker owned the tools that

he had to use, up to the present greats

factory, or capitalist system, where the
workers are massed together by the hun-
dred and thousands, and are dependent
upon the owners of these factories for
a bare existence. These same owners
(the capitalist class, who are few in
siumbers compared with the working
class), do no work for society, but
gather all the harvest of the teil of the
working class and pay them in return
just what the market price for labor
power calls for.

The speaker drew a contrast between
the manner of living of the two classes.
There are no luxuries or pleasures but
what the capitalist class *has them in
abundance ; while, on the other hand, the
working class is ‘onshntly on the rack,
because’ when trade is dull (and that
condition is getting to be a regular
thing), rafts of the workers are laid off,
meaning ' that their food supply is
stopped, and if they are not "lucky
enough” to find another master, starva
tion soon faces them.

Cox next showed the dxﬁ'erence be-
tween the condition of the chattel slaves
and that of the present working class, or
wage slaves. The chattel slave had to
be bought outright (which meant an in-
vestment of $1,000 or more), while the
wage slave was only hired when needed,
subject to discharge at any moment.
Cox easily proved to the audience that
the chattel slave had better care, and
a surer living.

The way Cox exposed the props of
the capitalist syStem of production was
certainly comvinging fo every one, and
when he showed how the labor fakirs’
were doing their utmost to blind the
workers “as to the real remedy” and
then pocket the rewards, they get from

‘capitalism for their treachery, the men

in the audience shouted: “That's true!”
“Give it to them "

Cox explained the miesion of the So-
cialist Labor Party, what it meant to the
working class, and then told his hearers
to investigate and to read the literature
of the Socialist Labor Party,

The bogus Socialists came in for their
trimming next. Cox exposed their pres-
ent many different platforms, and the
middle-class stuff they contain. One of
the bogus outfit said it was not true, but
Cox had copies of the documents right
with him, and of course clinched his
point.

The Socialist Labor Party hews
straight to the line, and success is bound
to crown its efforts, which means an
enlightened working class, conscious of
its rights and determined to overthrow
the present snarchistic system of pro-
duction and to establish the Socialist
Republig, A. E. Higgins.

COX IN DETROIT.

He and Meiko Meyer Address Big Local
Audience.

Detroit, Oct. 17.—~Wiliam W. Cox,
vice-presidential candidate of the S. L.
P, and Meiko Meyer addressed a
meeting yesterday at Miami Hall
1 must say that the meeting was
a great success. The audience was
very attentive, and to judge by their
remarks I heard, the speakers scored
many points. Comrade Cox exposed the
bogus Socialists in great shape, showing
the difference between their platform
and ours; also the freakish doctrines
taught by Debs and others of his party,
Comrade Meyer took up local issues,
such as the primary ballot “reform,” ex-
posing the duplicity of the capitalist par-
ties, how they delude the workingman,
etc., ete. He also pointed out the po-
sition of the S, L. P., showing that it
stood uncompromisingly for the intercst
of the working class. Fraternally,

Detroit, Oct. 17. P. B.

CORREGAN'S DATES,
Kansas City, Mo., October 30.
Bt. Louis, Mo., October 31.
8t. Louis, Mo.; November 1.
Belleville, 111, November 2,
Louisville, Ky., November 3.
Cincinnati, Ohio, November 4.
Pittsburg, Pa,, November 5-6.
Philadelphia, Pa., Novembsr 7.

PHILADELPHIA STREET MEET-

INGS.
| October 29—Front and Daaphin ¢t1cets
—~Speakers:: Durner, Rehder and

and Germantownavcﬁud—'-
$: Mullen, Erwin and Seidel.

“3.50” DOUGLAS

| THE MASSACHUSETTS “FRIEND OF
LABOR" IN HIS TRUE COLORS.

Cutters’ Strike and Boycott on His Shoes
! Recalled by His Claim That He Never
Had a Labor Dispute in His Shop—As
Bad as Bates,

(Special Correspondence.)

Lynn, Mass,, Oct. 21.—The upihhst
class of this State are playing, with the
aid of their “trusted labor lieutenants,”
the “labor leaders,” their old game of
bamboozling the workers with “a friend
of labor” canmdidate. The Republicans
have nominated, for Governor a raw-
boned, square-jointed upholder of their
robber system, John L. Bates, Bates
“stands pat” for capitalism, and refuses
to grease the hands of the labor leaders,
who are ever ready to take anything they
can get from either link of the capi-
talist sausage,

The last session of the great and gen-
eral court (the Legislature) passed a
short-hour day act for women and
minors. Bates, true to the interests of
the class which he represents, vetoed the
bill, and has, whenever the opportunity
came his way, defended his action and
“roasted” the “labor leaders” in true
capitalist style. The result of all this
was that the Democrats—who have been
trying to eleet as Governor for the last
two yéars the candidate of the Boston
Elevated Railroad, and failed—took the
cue and nominated for Governor W, L.
Douglas, the shoe manufacturer, who
they are parading, a la Barnum circus
style, as the “friend of labor.”

As soon as the name of “3.50,” as
Douglas is known, was mentioned for
the “job,” the “Labor Leader Fraternity”
—if there is anything fraternal to these
lieutenants of the capitalist class, who
live on the quivering backs and the
sweat and blood and heartaches of the
working class—at once fell all over them-
selves—like so many bugs under a stone,

all of them tiying to outdo the others
in the ewpression of their pent-up loy-
alty to “3.50" and his cause.

Tobin's man, H. J. Skeffington, an ex-
Federal job holder under Cleveland and
an all-reund “labor leader” who has not
done a day's work In twenty-five years,
an employe of Douglas, through a deal
made with Tobin (which resulted in
saving that worthy’s neck after the great
Brockton strike), was selected to lead
the hounds in their round-up of the
working class,

Among those who fell in line were tho
entire Fall River brigade, including
Jackson, Tansey, et al. Then came the
convention of the State branch of the
A, F. of L., held in Lynn, which was
nothing more than a Democratic con-
vention, Tours were organized for these
“Inbor leaders.” They were turned loose
on the already outraged working class.
Skeflington . at once made a pilgrimage
to Fall River and New Bedford, and held
‘meetings in those places.

The convention of the United Textile
Workers, held in Lowell during the past
week, was also invaded. Heaven w:
implored and hell raked with a ﬁn‘x
toothed vomb in the interest of “3.50,”
and the “juice” that the “labor leaders”
expect. And for no other reason.

All the leading newspapers of Boston
and the State are printing Douglas’ rec-
ord in “ads” thet must cost thonwands
of dollars. In these Douglas is boowmed
as the author of the bill that made the
State Board of Arbitration pessible (an
institution of no walue to the working
clgss), and as the author of the weekly
payment bill. .The claim is also made
that Douglas pays the highest wages in
Brockton, and never had a labor dispute
in bis shop. To quote the “ads,” “not
a dollar of his money, be it said to his
credit, has been wrung from the over-
worked or underpaid.”

Further on the same “ads” say: “In
him the people will find a valiant cham-
“pion of tariff reform, that will reduce
the cost of living to our people and give
wider markets to our manufactures.”

These statements are false and mis-
leading. Douglas is in no sense a “friend

who knows the value of advertising.
The claim that he pays the highest
wages paid in the city of Brockton is
false, when one takes all the facts into
consideration. In his mammoth shop he
has evolved a system whereby he ex-
“tracts all the lehor power that can be
wrung from the hide of the wage slaves

 since they, in

when the sun’s rays are let in on them—"

of labor.” He is a slick, keen capitalist,
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employed in the shortest given time. He
has been enabled to do 50 by the aid
of Tobin 'and his employers’ union.
There are other shops in Brockton, not
in the clutches of the “labor leaders,”
that can be cited in proof of this state-
ment,

The statement {hat Douglas never had
a strike in his shop is not true. No
later than 1800, the cutters in Douglas’
shop came out, because of the discharge
of a foreman, who was fired because, as
the shop even believe, he sided with the
men, Some years before there was a
boycott on the Douglas shoes, as the
old-time shoemakers can remember. In
short, “3.50” js like the rest of the capi-
talist class—a labor skinner,

That Douglas has taken the stamp of
the Tobin Union, & union which has or-
ganized shops regardless of wages and
hours, in the interest of certain capi-
talists all over the counirr—fhat Doug-
las is the author of the bill creating a
useless State institulion; that Douglas
will work to “reduce the cost of living,”
which means that wages must sink also,
in the long run, are depend-
ent on the cost of living—all this is
enough to defeat him in the eyes of
sensible, class-conscious wage workers,
and to brand the “labor leaders” who
are on his “stafl” as Jpdas Iscariots to
the working class, lacking the decency of
that historic traitor, who, when he got
his “thirty pieces of silver,” hanged him-
self.

Yes, fellow workers, Butes is an out-
rager of labor; so is “3,50"” Douglas wnd
his “labor lientenants”; so nre the bogus,
or “Kangaron,” “Socialists,” who indorse
the “labor leaders” who indorse Douglas,
There is but one ticket on the baliot
in Massachusetts thut stands for Labor's
interest; that is the ticket of the So-
cialist Labor Party. This party stands
for the complete overthrow of the capi-
talist class and the system which Re-
publicans, Democrats, Prohibitionists
and bogus Socialists alike uphold-—the
wage system, the system that robs the
workers of all but 17 per cent. of what
they produce, while the robber class
pocket the B3 per cent: trom labor.

The Inbor-hating Bates and the “friend
of Iabor” a la Douglas are only possible
in a system where the bulk of labor’s
product is plundered from the wage
slaves of the land by the capitalist
class,

Staite them, then, one and all, hip and
thigh, at the ballot box, with the ballot
of the Socialist Labor Party.
the Presidential ticket headed by Charles
Hunter Corregan, the Syracuse printer.
Vote the State ticket headgd by Michael
T. Berry the Lynn shoe worker. Both
are foes of capitalism and the “labor

lientenants” of the capitalist class—the’

“labor leaders.”
MICHAEL T. BERRY,

. SUCCESS IN TRENTON.

Trenten, N. J., Oct. 21.--Wa
held several open-alr meetings in this
clty, at which the following spoke:
George P. Herrshaft, 8, L. P. guberna-
torial candidaté of New Jersey; Andrew
Sater, of New York; Edmund Seldel
and Joseph Campbell, of Philadelphia,
and Jules Magnette, of Newark. All
the meetings were highly successful,
We sold over 100 “What Means This
Strike?”, distributed some Iiterature
and secured nine subs for the Weekly
There are good prospects of

have

People,
organizing a section,

The bogus Soclalists claim to ~‘mve
100 members here. They have held
only one meeting during the campalgn.
It must be fine material they have in
their local, when out of a membership
of 100 there is not one who can step

on the box and speak for his party.
R. K.

MASSACHUBETTS, ATTENTION!

The following meetings will be held
by the Massachusetts S, L. P. for the
balance of the campalgn:

Fall River, October 30—Bresnahan.

Fall Rilver, November 5—Bresnahan,

Comrades should see that these
meetings are held, and properly adver-
tised, so ag to bring the workingmen
out en masse.

Gen. Committee, Mass, S. L. P.

PASSAIC OPEN-AIR MEETING.
Main and Passaie avenues, Saturday,
Oct. 20, 8 p. m. Speaker, A. Olpp, of
New York.

PATERSON OPEN-AIR MEETING.

Market and Church streets, Saturday,
Oct. 20, 8 p, m. Speaxer, Harry Osakes,
of Jersey City.

Vote for.

1904,

| CARROLL'S G00D WEEK

UP-STATE AGITATION RESULTS IN
CONTRIBUTION FROM
STRANGERS.

Cortland, Palmyra, Auburn, Batavia and
Watertown Visited—Defeats Prender-

gast, Bogus wu.cialist Candidate for
Governor, In Tussle In Last Named
Place.

(Special Correspondence.)

Buffalo, N. Y., Ote. 16.—This has been
a good week, from an agitation point
of view. The following is an account
of it, with the exception of Aubnrn
meeting Thursday evening, which Com-
rade Frank Brannick said he would re-
port :

Mounday I spoke in Cortland to a good
sized audience, which stood until 9 p. m.,
when I was compelled to adjourn, as it
began to rain. A man in the crowd
hgld an umbrella over me while 1 passed
out leaflets. 1 received two subscrip-
tions for The Weekly People and as-
surances from the workers that they
would like to hear more of that kind
of talk. One of the men who subscribed
said he had heard me in the debate held
in Binghamton two years ago. He was
a cigarmaker. It was encouraging to
me to know that the seed sown two years
ago was gathered this week in the shape
of a subseription to The Weekly and
the promise that he would be heard from
again.

On Friday, in Palmyra, I had a good
meeting, the first S. L. P. meeting ever
held in the town, one man who listened
coming forward with $1 to help the
work along. Saturday I had a good
meeting in Batavia, and the same results
as in Palmyra.

I now go back to 'Tuesday night's
work, which was the best of all, in that
the candidate for Governor of the State
of New York of the bogus outfit, the
“Socialist” party, “took the count.” It
was in Watertown, the home of Thomas
Pendergast.

The local press announced that T was
to speak, and would explain “The Dif-
frrence,” which I did. After showing
the workers their “labor merchant”
character, 1 read from the “Boot and
Shoe Workers' Journal” to show what
it stood for, and then made the connec-
tion of the “Socialist” party to the

“union” which that journal represents—
the Tobin Boot and Shoe Workers'
Union.

The bogus Socialists were there in
force, or 1 might rather say in weak-
ness.

After receiving good attention from
815 to 10 p. m., I called for questions.
None were asked, as the following clip-
ping from the Watertown Daily Stand-
ard of Wednesday, October 12, will
show: :

“SOCIAL LABOR AND
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY.

“Opposing Labor Parties Tussle on
Public Square.

“CARROLL VS. PENDERGAST.
“State Organizer of Social Labor Party
Expounds His Doctrines Despite
Vigorous Oppositien from So-
cial Democratic Candidate
for Governor.

“*What Is the Difference?” This was
the question which W, H. Carroll, State
Organizer for New York State of the
Social Labor Party, answered at an
open-air meeting on Public Square last
evening regarding his party and the So-
cial Democratic party. Mr. Carroll

would undoubtedly have answered the
| question’ more quickly had he not met

with bitter opposition from Thomas
Pendergast, of this city, candidate for
Governor on the Secial Democratic
ticket. Mr. Carroll talked steadily from
8.50 until after 11 o'clock.

“The drift of Mr. Carroll's remarks
were to the effect that the Social Demo-
cratic party was not for the laboring
class, and that nothing but the abolition
of the wage system would benefit that
class. In literature which Mr. Carroll
distributed last evening it was claimed
that the Social Labor Party was the
original labor ticket, and that the Social
Democratic party was organized by
Democrats and Republicans in 1900 for
the purpose of running an opposition to
the original labor ticket, which they
thought was getting a little too large a
following.

“There was considerable excitement
before Mr. Carroll had left the rostrum.

quit.

PEOPLE

O+ttt -ttt bidttdt it i0
Agents sending in subscriptions with-
out remittance must state distinctly how
long they are to run.
Agents are personally charged with
and held responsible for unpaid subscrip-
tions sent in by them.

The fun began when the speaker was
about te close his remarks and had
called for questions from the audience.
Mr. Pendergast was in the crowd, which
at that time numbered about 300, and he
approached the speaker and demanded
the box for an hour. TPhe speaker told

i him he would let him have it for ten

minutes. Mr. Pendergast objected, and
procuring a box of his own started an
opposition speech nearby., Mr. Carroll
smiled, and then continued his talking,
saying that Mr. Pendergast would soon
It was a fight for the audience for
about half an hour, when the crowd had
practically all gone over to the speaker
from Boston, and Mr. Pendergast came
over and sat down on the soap box from
which Mr. Carroll was talking. During
the course of events Mr. Carroll chal-
lenged Mr. Pendergast for a debate, of-
fering to hire the hall and stand for all
the expense. Mr. Pendergast declined
to accept, saying that he was going out
of town (o-da), and the crowd dlspcrsed
at 11.30.”

While this report is a’ fairly good
statement ,it fails to cite my reading of
the “Shoe Workers' Journal” and show-
ing up of the scab-furnishing record of
the Social Democracy or the indictmient
as to their appropriations for armories,
or the act of G. A. Hoehn in acting as
deputy sheriff in St. Louis. Neither
does it tell of the drunken heclers, who
shouted and urged their man to con-
tinue until his strength was gone, Also
that the police made the “bluff” that
they would arrest me, and that I pointed
to the drunken fellow at the officers’ el-
bow, and told him it was his first duty
to lock up a character of that sort, who
was attempting to create trouble,

An Alderman, or ex-Alderman, tried
to turn the sentiment against me by say-
ing it was an insult to esompare a man
to an animal, that [ would get more sym-
pathy if 1 did otherwise. After his little
“spiel” 1 asked him: “Would you fcel
insulted if I should say that you are as
brave as a lion?” The crowd saw the
point, and then I explained the origin
of the term “Kangaroo” as applied on
the Southwestern frontier,

The meeting adjourned at 11.30 p. m,,
with about 300 present. Poor Kangs!

W. H. Carroil.

BOOM ALONG THE ERIE.

Olean, N. Y., Oct, 21.—Things are
booming along the Erie. Since my last
letter I have held meetings in Niagara
Falls, Dunkirk, Jamestown and Sala-
maneca, all first class, good large growds
and very close attention. I was assist-
ed at each by the police and the usual
“smart Aleck."”

CORREGAN AND COX IN BELLE-
VILLE, M.L.

Charles H. Corregan and William W,
Cox, the standard bearers of the S. L.
P., will speak in Belleville, 11, Wednes-
day, November 2, beginning at 7.30 p.
m., in Schilrod's Hall, corner Main and
Richland streets. Readers of The People
and sympathizers should attend and
bring their shopmates and neighbors
along. ;

DE LEON IN ROCHESTER.

Danlel De Leon, Soclalist Laber
Party nominee for Governor of New
York State, will speak at Maccabee
Temple, corner Plymouth avenue and
Maln street, W., on Saturday, October
29, at 8 p. m. Every one is invited.
Admission free.

DE LEON IN CLEVELAND.,

Section Cleveland, S. L. P, will wind
up the campaign with a grand rally and
mass mecting at Germania Hall, Erie
street, between Central and Woodland
avenues, on Tuesday evening, November
1. Meeting will be opened at 8 o'clock.
All readers of The People are cordially
invited to attend and bring their friends.

DE LEON IN BUFFALO.

Daniel De Leon, candidate of the So-
cialist Labor Party for Governor of the
State of New York, will speak at a mass
meeting in Miller’s Harmonia Hall, 2
Genesee street, near Michigan, Sunday,
October 30, at 3 p. m. Readers of The
People are invited to attend, also their
friends,

If the weather is favorable, Comrade
0. A. Curtis and De Leon will speak at
ecorner of Main and Genesee sireets at
8 p. m. Sunday, October 30.

There is but twe weeks of the cam-
paign left, o, comrades, come all to-
gether at 19 W. Mohawk street, Room
510, where you will find work every
evening,

There will be open-air meetings every
eunlng corner Main and Mohawk streets,
Speakers: 0. A, Curtis, Tom Jackson, F,
F, Young and B, Reinstein

PRICE TWO CENTS so CENTS PER YEAR

5, 1. P. SUCCESS

IN LITTLE RHODY—SURPLUS OF
NOMINATION SIGNATURES
SECURED.

Workers In Mill Towns Show An Im-
pressive Amount of Favorable Sentle

ment—Prospects for Organizing AlN-
ance Local Good.

(Speial Correspondence.)

Providence, R, I, Oct. 22—Little Rhody
s still slive and doing very well all
things considered. We have succeeded
in securing more than 200 names above
the amount required on the nomination
papers and so the Rhode Island S. L, P,
has its State ticket, its Presidential
‘electors, Senntor, Representatives from
Providence, and a city ticket, all in the
field for the coming election. At last
night’s meeting of the State Committes
it was decided to scnd the money to the
Labor News Co. for 5,000 of Corregan’s
“Letter of Acceptance”, bearing the State

ticket, to distribute in addition to the
leaflets already on hand. A mass meet-
ing has also been arranged for Sunday,
November 6, at the Music Hall.

The writer, who spent Jast Sunday,
Monday and part of Tuesday hunting
for signatures in the mill villages of
the township of Burrillville, which in-
cludes Pascoay, Harrisville, and & num-
ber of smaller towns, was so impressed
with the amount of favorable sentiment
displayed among the workers with whom
he came in contact, particularly in Pas-
coay, that he decided to return' and
prepare the ground for a textile workers’
Tocal which there is a possibility of
soon organizing. Having asked the co-
operation. of the 8. L. P, the writer
will start for Pascoay this forenoon in
time to be able to distribute handbills
at noon announcing an 8. L. P. meeting
to-night at Fountain Square, and an
Alliance meeting in a hall on Sunday
afternoon, The writer and Comrade Her-
rick” will speak at Central Falls on
Monday night, after which I expect to
hear from Fall River and New Bedford
as to holding meetings there before go-
ing to the Merrimac Valley.

Last night Comrade Leach, myself
and Comrade Thos. J, Powers, Secre-
tary of D. A, 17, 8. T. and L. A,, spoke
in succession to o rousing meeting at
the old Hyde Squure in the center of
this eity. The meeting lasted from 8
p. m, to 1130 p. m., the audience re-
maining large and atteotive to the end.
Every bit of literature we had was eager-
ly taken up. The writer had brought
only  twenty-four hooks along not ex-
pecting to sell so many, but they did
not last long and at least ten more
could have easily been sold if we had
them. The attentiveness of the audi-
ence, the eagerness with which they ac-
cepted the leaflets, the ease with which
the twelve “Strikes"” and twelve “Burn-
ing Questions” were sold (one man paid
the writer tweniy-five cents for a book
and wouldn't take any change) are good
signs of working class awakening’ and
should encourage us to keep on “plug-
ging” away with the confidence that the
future will be ours. The necessity of
doing some hot agitation having been
brought up before the State Committee,
it was decided to try to secure Comrade
Jager, of New York, for the week pre-
ceding election day, As far as the writer
can observe there is plenty of favorable
sentiment in this State and lots of good
material for the building up of the
Party and the Alliance if the right kind
of effort, properly directed, is put forth
in that direction,

Sam J. French,
CONNECTICUT VOTERS.

Any reader of The People in this
State who wishes to vote the ticket of
tha Soclaiist Labor Party should at
onee notify the undersigned, and the
ticket.for the respective district will be
sent. Inasmuch as each party in this
State has to furnish its own tickets,
but, having at present no organization
in the various towns, it must be plain
to all our friends and sympathizers
that this {s the only possible way to
enable them to vote our ticket.

i A. Glerginsky,
136 Governor street, Hartford, Conn.

HUNTER IN NORWALK.
James T, Hunter will speak in 'Wall
street, Norwalk, Conn., October 28, at
8§ p. m. Emil Lingewald will act as -
chalrman,
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“ECOND EPISODE.—Continued.

HOW THE MILITARY DEPORTED ITSELF.

- Now, on the other hand, let us see how the preservers of law
ud order deported themselves, Frank Mills, a private of Com~
+ H, Second Infantry, under the influence of liquor at-
tempted to ravish the wife of a miner. The husband returning
opportunely, a struggle ensued, during which Mills was shot
through the hand with his own weapon, by which we see that
. the drunken devil would have added murder to his first crime.

~ Major Hill, in command of the troops, was apprised of the af- -

. fair, and turned it off by referring to the complainants as a
- ' “lot of Italians,” adding that he “would believe his own men
~ before any of them.” In other words, because a man’s an Italian,
his life and his wife’s honor are at the mercy of any uni-
‘fmd ruffian. This little play cost Mills $7.00, and he was
restored to his company.
" A number of militiamen burglarized a saloon at Segundo,
and stole a quantity of cigars and liquors. Hill promised to
investigate, and it ended with that.
- The military took possession of a two-story brick building
towned by the miners, and in the office of “Il Lavoratore,” an
I ian paper published by the union, the preservers of law and
installed a number of prostitutes, in whose caresses they
lonﬁd solace and comfort after the perils of war. When the care-
_ taker, one Joseph Barezzi, investigated, one of the men rushed
t him and the Italian just got away in time to save him-
3 from personal violence. Whgn Major Hill was informed
' of the occurrence he said: “I don’t believe it! I know it
can't be so! T will investiate, anyway,” and that was the last
‘of 1;. i
* A side-light on the sitnation’ is shown by the fact that, so
offensive were the actions of the militia, a company of regular

infantry, on the march from Fort Logan into New- Mexico,
onidn’t stand their insolence and “mixed it up” with them.

 DEPORTATIONS AND ASSAULTS

1.as Animas County has been the scene of nearly a hundred
deportations, and, while these affairs have not been carried out
. with: the open and outrageous offensiveness of the Telluride
: , they have been none the less thoroughgoing ; even more so,
_ in filct, as some of the Trinidad deportees were driven out of
~ the #Btate and kept out. Good character, innocence of any
opeﬁc crime, peacefulness, all these things were as nought in the
face of the fact that the companies wished the men driven out
lud had the military at hand to back up their dicta. The un-
: wable crime of daring to stand upon one’s dignity as a man
not be pardoned, and “the criminal” was puniehed as he
deserved.
Among those deported were “Mother” Jones, and William
‘Wardjon, organizers of the United Mine Workers of America.
Bince that time Wardjon was attacked while on a Denver and
Gnnde train at Sargents, a small station on Marehall Pass.
,Altlwugh Wardjon gave the names of the employes of the Reno
ive agency, hired out to the coal companics, who had
d to beat him to, death, no attempt was made to arrest {he
ulfy parties. Later, one of them, Lyte Gregory, a notorious
- bully, was shot and Killed in Denver, and his backers moved
‘heaven and earth to connect his death with the union, their
Aailure being completo The authorities gave them every assist-
«¢. There is a difference, you see, between an assault upon
rcprcsenhtnc of the miners and one upon a tool of capital-
‘Speaking of the attack upon Wardjon to a man who was until
ately a deputy sheriff at Hastings, my acquaintance made the
Hollowing comment: “Yes, the b——— got what he deserved.
¢’d have fixed him at Hastings one day if he hadn’t been on
‘mail wagon, from which he laughed at us. = Only for fear
into trouble with the Post-office people Joe Devine
would have shot him.” This is a commonplace picture of life
e sonthern fields, with its bands of hirelings ready to mur-
der at the command of their masters.

EVICTIONS OF MINER LESSEES.

In its efforts to get a strangle hold on its employes,
the Victor Fuel Company evolved the following scheme:
Land was leased to the miners at a nominal ground rent to in-
duce the men to build, it hgving been carefully explained
that they could save much money thereby. Well, the result
‘has been that the company acquired a lot of houses very cheaply.
When a man would build s house he was presented with a
lease, a copy of which appears below, which he must sign, whpther
it or not: ‘ ‘ :

“GROUND LEASE.

and John Mosca, lessee witnesseth :
aid ereby lets and leases to the said

t, made this day het'ean the Victor Fnel :

W‘l.‘m!.' E‘!:G:E’L’.l‘q SCATUTRIDAY,.

. Animas, State of Colorado, to wit:
Hastings.

Ground-rent house 289,

“(2.) This lease is made for the purpose of enabling the
lessee to provide a temporary dwelling-place for himself and
. family during his employment by the lessor, by the construc-
tion of a house on said premises: is for the term of one month
from and after the first day of October, 1903, subject to the
absolute right of the lessee thereunder at pleasure, which right
of termination is expressly reserved to the lessor; rate of rental
to be fifty cents per month in advance, and when not so paid
may be deducted by the lessor from any sum due the lessee
at the end of each month. The lessee shall not sublet the
premises or any part thercof to be used for any purpese except
as a dwelling-place, without the written consent of the lessor.

“(3.) This lease may be terminated by the lessor at any
time by giving the lessee or any person occupying the prem-
ises three days’ notice of such-érmination, or, if no one be found
occupying the same, by posting such notice on any dwelling
situated thereon, or at any conspicupus place on said premises;
and in case of such termination or by the expiration of the
month the said lessee shall within five days thereafter move
his family, property, and buildings from’ the premises; in case
of failure by the lessee to do so the lessor may treat with the
lessce as unlawfully detaxmng the same, and may proceed by
law to recover possession, and shall have a lien on all the
lessee’s property put or used on the premises for all rent due
and unpaid, and may with or without legal process remove the
lessee, his family, and personal property from the premises.
1f any buildings erected on said premises by the lessee are not
removed by him as herein provided for they shall be forfeited
to and become the personal property of the lessor.

“(4.) In case the lessor shall assent to and permit the lessee
to continue in occupancy of said premises affer expiration of
the month or after expiration of the lease by notice without
taking steps within thirty days to recover possession, such as-
sent and permission and occupancy shall be deemed a renewal
of the lease under all its provisions for another term of equal
length to the first, and such renewals may continue to be made
in like manner for a term not exceeding onme year from daie
hereof.

“Signed, the 13th day of October, 1903.
“The Victor Fuel Co.
“by G. F. Jewett
“John Moscs

And under the terms of this lease hundreds of men, whose
sole crime was that they had dared say their souls were their
own, were driven like dogs from their homes, which were seized
by the company or razed to the ground, “by process of law,”

in the guise of bands of deputies and soldiers.

“THE SANCTITY OF THE HOME.”

Capitalism, we are told, is & system of society based upon
the sanctity of the home, and Socialism, we are also told, would
destroy the home and break up the family. The document
quoted sbove, and the wholesale evictions in Hastings, Gray
Creek, and other places, are slightly out of line with the
theories of capitalist apologists, The simple fact of the mat-
ter is that Capitalism respects nothing that stands between
it and its prey, the windy probmtatxom of its hired men
not withstanding.

Upon being driven from their homes the Hastings strikers
established a camp just off the company’s property.  For-
tunately, the winter was very mild, but, unfortunately, it was
very windy, worse than was ever known before, as there was
no moisture to lay the dust; picture to yourselves the condition
of the wretched people huddled in tents like sheep, at.a time
when the occupants of good houses found life almost unbear-
able. “It is too pitiful for words,” said & friend, who visited
the place.

Much has been said of the “hovels” of the miners at Hastings.
One estimable person, who, not 0 very long ago, was a “friend
of the working class,” declares that the miners are -a set of
swine and live in shacks because they know no better and
because it enables them to save moncy. Why the miners live
in hovels may be found in the terms of the lease issued by the
company. What inducement is there to build & decent home
under its provisions?

THE REAL LESSON OF THE BTRIKE.

I cannot bring this history of the struggle in the southern
field to a close without touching what seems to me to be the
real lesson taught by the strikers. Not the killings, not the
evictions, not the unwarranted deten¥ions and deportations, but
something more subtle, less obvious, and of greater import.

While the special convention of the United Mine Workers
of America, District 15, was in session in Trinidad, the place
was filled with troops sent in by a “law-abiding” governor, and
the excesses already noted were being committed. In the face
of this contempt for all decency on the part of the Governor
in his wild desire to serve his masters, the delegates of the
miners were loud in their professions of being “law-abiding
citizens, working under legal methods.”

I was speaking some time ago fo one of the delegates, and
the question of the legality of Peabody's action was raised.
“Why,” 1 said, “if the Socialist Labor Party were placed in
power it would act in much the same way as the Governor is
doing.”

“What!” shrieked the other, “you have_been denouncing Pea-
body and now you say you would do the :hne thing, if elected 2”
1 replied, “Yes, we have denounced Peabody’s actions, but
the principle upon which he has acted is as sound as a bell.
He, ever since taking office, has stood unwaveringly by the
class to which he belongs, and we would do the same thing.
He is a capitalist, we are workingmen, and that would make all
the difference in the world in our actions and our aims, even
while standing upon the same principle.” I went on to say
thet until the workers grasped this principle of- action, and re-
fused to be led astray by the phantom of “legality,” which our
friends the capitalists point to “with pride,” or laugh at, as

it suits them, their condition will be hopeless; and it will
Pure and simple union labor leaders have committed many
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crimes in the name of labor, but it never was guilty of a greater
crime than when it laid down the law that the workers of the
world ehould endeavor to emancipate themselves along the lines
laid down by the very men who are most deeply interested
in keeping us in servitude. Is it any wonder that the unionists
go from one failure to another? Is it any wonder that such a
contradictory state of affairs breeds fakirs as a swamp breeds
mosquitoes ?

EXPLOITATION THE BASIS OF PRESENT BSOCIETY

Exploitation of the producers is the basic law of our pres-
ent-day society, and the laws placed on the statute books are
but emanations of this fundamental law, and are designed to
eimplify its operations or to hoodwink the workers. The man
who conirols the industries of a nation is a law unto himself.
Miss Tarbell's “History of the Standard Oil Co.” makes that
excecdingly clear, although she, with her bourgeois mind, doesn’t
secm to realize the fact. The capitalist is “legal” when it suits
him; he is “illegal,” too, when there is something to be gained,
and all the while obeying the great law that, like a great river
under ground, rolls along unrecked of by the men who have not
entered into the spirit of Socialism,

The man who thinks that we, in bringing about the revo-
lution, are going to adopt the idiotic tactics of the pure and
simple labor leaders has something yet to learn. The revolu-
tion will do as Rockefeller, Gould and their man in Colorado,
Peabody, are doing, make its own laws, let the apologists for
Capitalism shrink as they will. In its clearness upon this
point lies the chief claim of the Socialist Labor Party to the
consideration of the man to whom the failure of Capitalism
is apparent, and who is casting about for something to take
its place. In it we have an assurance of ultimate success that
rests with no other party, and the failures of the “friends of
labor,” when not brought about by dishonesty, may be traced
to a failure or a reluctance to grasp this point.

AGAINST CAPITALIST LEGALITY.

Socialism is essentially a protest against the legality of cnp«'
italist society, with all its outrages against the better part of
humanity. This discussion may be aptly closed with a quota-
tion from Daniel De Leon’s “Two Pages from Roman History”:

“The Proletarian Revolutionist must march by its own light,
look to itself alone; whatever act it contemplates, it judges
by the Code of Law, that, though as yet unformulated into
statute, it is carrying in its own womb . The revolu-
tionist who seeks the cloak of ‘legality’ is a revolutionist spent.
He is a boy playing at soldier.”.

“Not by the standard of the existing law which is but the
reflex of existing usurpation,” must the men of the new time
be judged or must they bé gnided. The old-line trades union-
ists are “boys playing at soldier” to judge by the standarcl of
“the existing law” and are going backward.

THE LAST PHASE OF THE EBTRIKE.

The end of the strike of the coal miners, now sinking into
a state of total collapse, has been lost sight of in the more
exciting events of the Cripple Creek district, and yet, even in
comparison with the miners of Teller County, the miners of
“the South” have suffered as few men are called upon to
suffer. Worse yet: they have been deserted end betrayed by
their leaders, although full of fight and willing to continue
the struggle. The great tragedy of the Colorado struggle is
being played out in Las Animas and Huerfano Counties, , Say
what you will of Moyer and Haywood, and every officer of the
Western Federation of Miners for that matter, the fact is that
they have stood by their fellow unionists magnificently, and
will stand by them. Contrast this behavior with that of the
heads. of the United Mine Workers of America. John Mitchell,
speaking in Walsenburg in the carly days of the strike, told
the men to “strike and strike until you win,” and the men,
relying upon his implicit pledge of support, carried on the
struggle through unheard of difficulties. |

How has Mitchell redeemed his pledge to the coal miners?
When the battle was at its hottest, when the men, driven from
one stronghold after another, were fighting with a tenacity of
purpose that challenges the admiration of every onlooker, they
were suddenly awakened to the fact that they had been duped by
their national and district officers; and even then, though Mit-
chell tried to drive them back to the mines by cutting off the
gupport hitherto granted by the national organization, these
indomitable spirits still shouted “No.surrender” and prepared
to carry on the fight. Of course, it is too much to expect that
victory will be achieved under such conditions. Circum-
stances point directly to an carly day in which the miners will
be forced by dire necessity back to conditions made more enerous
than ever by the failure o[ the “invineible” United Mine Work-
ers of America.

THE CRISIS IN THE STRIKE

Thie crisis of, the strike came suddenly after a period of
sullen and silent hostilities. ~ The troops had been removed
from Las Animas, “peace” having been restored, and the “in-
surrection stamped out.” A call was issued for a special con-
vention to be held in the city of Puchlo, on June 20. Dele-
gites were elected by the various locals, and, upon the meeting
at the place designated, the representatives of the miners were
dumbfounded to learn from the National Representative, Harry
Bonsfield, that the national organization declined to contribute
further fo the support of the strikers in District 15, the ex-
cuse given being that it had strikes on its hands in other States,
and, as the men there were older members of the United Mine
Workers of America than the vast majority of the miners in
District 15, the support should, according to Mitchell and his
nien, be given to the Eastern men, who stood a show of winning,
instead of thie miners in District 15, who had received a great
deal more than was good for the national exchequer, and whose
struggle was hopeless, Mitchell being convinced that the strike
was lost.

Now, although this information had been sent out from In-
diangpolis on the second, not an inkling of what was coming

»

up in the convention was given to the locals, which sent their
delegates instructed generally to continue the strike, never
dreaming that the national organization had deserted them, sug-
gesting that the men call off the strike and get their jobs back
as best they could. And again, not a few of the delegates
came to the convention assured that the operators were inclined
to grant certain concessions. This impression had been brought
into being by the district officers, endeavoring to cover up their
own failures.

As a matter of fact, when the District Presxdcnt sent a letter
suggesting a conference to Hearn, President of the Colorado
Fuel and Iron Company, that gentleman referred it to John T\
Kebler, who replied to the effect that he knew of no strike.
When another Jetter was sent to the company, begging for a
conference, no notice whatever was taken of it. To such piti-
{ul straits had the organization been reduced.

THE SPIRIT THAT MITCHELL MURDEREQ

In the face of these formidable facts, and in face of the
fact that in every camp men, women and children were suffer-
ing for the necessities of ltfc that in some places they were
going around with their feet wmppcd in gunnysacks, not having
shoes nor stockings; ;- that in another the men were threatened
with the loss of 125 houses, valued at $21,000; that during
the strike 629 axrcste had becn made, mnctv-c:ght deported,
seventy beaten up and assaulted, and four killed among the
miners; that miners had been drnen a distance of twenty-two
miles into Trinidad, without food or water, under a broiling
sun, then to be registered under the Bertnlhon system, and then
driven out again; that at Newcastle the homes of ﬁve union ~
committeemen were blown up with dynamite; that at Sun-
light, Colo., an old man of seventy had been caught by a band
of deput!s and castrated; yes, in the face of all these things,
and scores of others cqua]ly maddening, with the outlook for
starvation, the miners voted to continue the strike, while every
man connected with the national organization, with possibly one
exception, in and out of the convention, was doing his bedt to
drive them back to work.

This is the spirit that is being murdered by Mitchell and his®
men. May the day come, as T believe it speedily will, when
this magnificent force may be directed into a channel where it
may accomplish something. The scene closes; over the heads
of the men who have fought so well, to so little purpose, the
storm of futyre distresses lowers,

Before we bring this phase of the class struggie to a close, T
must speak of an incident that would seem to bear out the
contention, of those who maintain that the United Mine Work-
ers of America is being used by one'company to another’s
injury. If the incident doesn’t show that, it proves to the hilt
that the fakir is abroad in the land.

LABOR USED TO FIGHT CAPITAL'S BATTLES.

t When the struggle in District 15 became hopeless many
curious features were displayed, not the least of which wa:
the action of the leaders of the union in stopping the men at work
on the Shaw mine, in Fremont County, Colo., upon the ground
that the ten-hour day was “unfair,” while they declured Reck
Springs, Wyo., a “fair” camp. 1t is only necessary to give the
facts in this case to prove the utter contemptibility of those who
would lead the minera.
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