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ml “life” of revision, confusion, fusion, | railroads charged lower rates to large| purify it. The leaders saw the power | ing class element fighting for a revo- | on one another 364 days out of the year. L]

, | compromise, capitalist co-operative and | shippers and howled “Governmemt own. | slipping from their grasp; n consultation | lutionary program. Then, on the othes, | That happy consummation will have been | 0¥ Ro0scvelt on the railroad question,
: : nu!iell b.‘kc_anodlﬁm, that that sheet | ership of railways” as a relief. They| was held. If a delegate convention was| the State leaders are yelling “Har- | reached when the dweliess on Mars begin like the Democratic party was by Cleve- ' ¢
o ‘ | may have o suspend, while the “pur- | advocated a State-owned trolley line | held the working class element might| mony!” “De Leonisn!” and “outside| to operate an interplavetary air-ghip | *04 o0 the money question, or whether i
mt, though mouthing some of the | fessor” operating the “possible” Ethies | from east to west, to be built by the| get control; the farmers locals could b. | meddiers!” A veritable chaos reigns, | transportation departwent. these Democrats are actually captured o .
of | n, indulges T PO, : K - by the clap-trap of demagoguery, or | |
e T 3 R e e i e | whether, which is most likely, they des z!
 THE WEEKLY PEOPLE IS A SIX CALL FOR PRESENTS, need your hearty co-operation. Any ob- | other understand this better than it | i8 seoured. We ask you, therefore, to | sire to be or seem to be “on the win: n’
im’m‘. PAGES OF The b rans Party of Greater | ject that will be dofinted by you will | €an be told in writing. So understanding, M‘!.ld on as early as possible whatever | ning side” after the series of erushing |
Rt ! it remains for you to aid our press to | obiect you ean for this purpose. Any- | defeats that their party has experienced re

People, Florida Socialist, Seattie Social-
ist, Obio Socialist, Grander Age, the
Rocky Mountain Alliance, and a lot more
1x2 ghects “edited” (1) by the “intellectu-
al” “Pis” commter jumpers, pulpit pounders,
pill baggers and “purfessors” of capitalist

| economics, shouted the death of the “Im-

possblists.” “Peace to their Ashes,”
shouted these intellectuals, and agents
of the middle class, for the “lmnpos-
siblists” were the Marxian Socialists, the
working class, or of the lewer strata,
illiterate “rabble” as “purfessors” Will,
Mills, Krahbel, and Spargo' termed us’
at the bourgeois convention, °

But now “peage to their ashes”, every

| one of these fake Socialist sheets, sleep-

eth the sleep which never awnkeneth.

Thelr “practival Socialism” killed them
80 dead that it took three undertakers,
ten pulpit pounders, fifteen “purfessors”,
ten intellectuals and thirty-six revision-
ists on the national committes to revise
& compromise document, &8 an epitaph
t6 be placed on each of their monuments,
‘to denote the “practicability” of their
/Now comes the announcement in the
Iust week's Appeal to Reason, the very
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THE SITUATION IN KANSAS.

Kansas City Mo, Feb. 2—War to
death has been declared on the wage
working clement who aspires to control
the Kansas “Socialist” party.

Wiien the Socialist party was organ-
ized, it was composed principally of
the flotsam and jetsam of every preced-
ing Reform party. The movement was
essentially agricultural and only one
local was in the industrial - regions.
Middle class men hanging desperately

[ on the fringe of the capitalist class

foimed the locals. The speakers were
largely sentimentalists, and rchashed the
old Populist calamity-howl, calling it
“Socialism.” ' Their. erass ignorance of
ctunomics was only equalled by their
conceited answers to questions. Now in
this pot-pourri of leaders were pulpit-
less pulpiteers, a political professor, a
trancé-medium, a “new thought” preach-

"er, a rich politician, a money-loaner,

and various other enterpreneurs. Their

cry was the “farmer is the worse paid|

workingman on  earth” and would
gladly change places with the farm la-
borer. They would point out that the

New York will celebrate this year the
usual Spring Festival by holding an en-
tertainment and ball at Grand Central
Palace, on Sunday, March 10, 1005. As
in the past, the Women's Auxiliary
Branch of the Party will arrange for a
Buzaar and Fair in conjunction with this
eutertainment and ball. for which we

and there some speakers, a little better
informed. paved the way for an im.
proved system of agitation, The lashing
of the S, L. P. speakers in the east re-
echoed in Kansas. Free-latice agitators
came through, ang held meetings in
spite of cfforts on the part of the “ine
tellectuals” to squelch them. A senti-
ment for correct reading matter was
in this way created and scientific books
became m demantt. The rank and file
in the industrial' centers progressed;
the riff-raff leaders, and “Appeal to
Reasonites” in country remainea
stagnant. They wouldn't read. because
they. already had: the wisdom of the
movement bottled ‘up in' their ¢raniums
only to be dispensed at $10 per speech
and collections. The farming elements
are blinded by theif iddle class in
terests and only Want government re-
lief from the extortion of railways.
Besides, the only paper they read is the
“Appeal to Reason,” and that doesn't
teach Socialism.

As the revolutionary instinct bégan
to develop in the wage working ¢lement
they saw the cofruption in the “So-
cialist" party and tried to control and

‘be sold and otherwise disposed of, the
proceeds to go towards the Daily People

Comrades, that the Daily and \Weekly
People are the most effective weapons
with which we can smite the oppres
gors and misleaders of the working class.
need not be here emphasized. All of

‘you who are readers of either one or tie

Somiething was to be done. It was
done.  They deliberately violated the
constitution; “what's a little thing like
the constitution between friends” when
such a graft as a State Secretaryship
at $40 per month, and the prestige that
would come to the “real American So-
cialist college” was at stake?  They
called a mass convention and put thirty
four delegates from Wichita to the
twenty-six that came from the rest of
the State. As one of the State officials
naively put it: “Why didn’t the Social-
ists from the rest of the State pay their
own railway fare and come?”

The fun started, Local Kansas pro-
tested vigorously, but a teferendum was
suppressed. The vote was counted by
them to carry all their points. Votes
were thrown out on technicalities. A
referendum demanded by nine locals in
seven differefit counties was suppressed,
The Revisionists have full control of the
sitnation. Anarchy reigns in the “So-
cialist” party of Kansas, and some locals
refuse to pay dues while they can run
a ticket locally at will. The State is
taking sides. On one hand is the work-

capitalism. Speed the day.

B ity 1
A “MARXIAN” ARGUMENT.

[From the February igsuc of “I'he Voice
of Labor” organ of the American
Labor Union, “and an orzan of

the so-called Socialist party.]

“Those men,” says the Social Demo-
eratic Herald, “who are trying to start
a new' labor organization in opposition
to the A. F. of L. are respectiully re-
minded that one Duniel De Leon has a
left-over opposition organization that he
will close out at a bargain, as he no
Jonger knows what to do wWSth it.” This,
we presume, i5 a conclusively Marxian
arguent’ against indnstrial unionisw.
Shorn of its heavy British wit, it means,
that, because the S. T. & L. A. failed
to make universal headwany against the
capitalist-owned A. F. of L., the working
class must wait for cconomie unity on
class lines until the pure and simple
trades union Socialists shall have won
their strike at the ballot box with the
votes of craft-divided toilers who scab

the highest extent of your ability.

Of the many ways of raising funds,
the Bazaar and Fair, under the auspices
of the Women's Auxiliary, is the most
efisctive ore. Ierc every little dona-
tion is profitably sold and .disposed of,

and, af thnes, double the market value

thing is acceptable, from a small pin
cushion to a richly embroidered pillow,
and from any other smail article to an
expensive piece of furniture.

The donations are to be sent to L.
Abelson, 2-0 New Reade street, Manhat-
tan, New York,

pointees of the President, have the pow-

that holders of twelve billions of rail-
road securities are massed against the
proposition, are preparing to block il
in the Senate. It turns out that capi:
tal, about to be invested in openin
new lines of railroad, and thus philan
thropically furnishes work to the poo
unemiployed (who, by the way, thes
identical philanthropers only yesterday
declured did not exist in the Labor Pars.
dise of the United States.) These wen
a few of the things that turned up anc
out dwring the hurried onedlay de
bate in the House.

A
whoop from the Democratic side of t
House. With the exception of fiw
Harrison of New York, McDermott
New Jersey, Rider vof New York, 8
der of
York and Shull of Pennsylvania—
scented fire and did not care to run 7
risk of burning their fingers, the Démo,

President” who imaugurated it. Whether
these Democratd are long headed
enough to perceive the possibilities of
the Republican party’s split in twain

jecture, while awaiting the action of
the Senate.

will tell you when your subscription ex-
pires. First numbor indicates the wanth
second, the day, tLlid the year,

are matters that may be left for coli- -
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From Jas, 31,, 1905, Issue of the Faribault, Minn,, “Refendum”, Organ of the So-called Socialist, Alias “Public Ownership”, Alias Social Democratic Party. THE PASSING OF THE RATE BILL
: \ BY THE HOUSE. .
art _- 5 . §
i < - x| f | A Series of Allegations, Made During '
. ‘ D 43 \i . the Hurried Debate, that May Serve .
i Ry »
S | - N \\\\ N as Pointers for the Understanding o!’.‘:
e § S Events that May be at Hand—The
‘head. The St. Louis article, however; / I . u 5
head. - The / | s, Spectacle Presented by the Demo- .,
< et o g s //;/ . \ 3 : 0 | cratic Minority. 3
- in the sense that the best boil ¢ / q 5 o
1‘:‘;.,.,. Bt ik / % ;4{.//: ';’/é " .'l'he leading event of the week in |
Notkng e s i Sn Lon 30 | VL My W1 : 01 4 e SN | | Conuresa.wean the pussng of the B
! ol i sl s l/, / 7 % H! b i | Townsend Railroad-rate bill in the--
ﬁﬂu: b'l!‘lmmﬁll‘lm"h< “v W: ‘ o {';,77 / (f ,\\\ L ; House of Representatives the substance
b b ‘vecowe sardinal fn the polit-| |17/ 1) '/// ) AN SO R / g 2L ke DlEJs-hat e Intmeeie oo
' val and trades union Movement of the T, i) oA - ofio 0 . ECiion. i elothod: Wit pawem B Bl
o S /;/ /’4’-{'; 1 nl A | nlation that it did not enjoy before, ..
MA—“‘"‘ Working e Gl LAl ‘n {and the effect of it is & material in- A
“'.n'v'_:';:u'_ ﬂﬂ-—“:“, e d‘:m'ail 7 I\ | fringement of the rights of the rail- .
““m0:m % st qm widely \l ' | reads to do with their own as th‘ey‘t“
Wi m“m—t s i A { | please. The bill takes from the rail- .}
“Pm‘ ‘:m A g ”th, b ) A I | roads the absolute control they have 8,
e s F.ﬂiu:n = ‘ hitherlo exercised. Such are the flet;:.?
e u'm“’!dn pnrt.;wol M“m s X and the theory rezarding the bill. It -
Lo wm s d, M‘lb’ T : { was passed by the House under a ruley
“ f““"d“ _ gt e 7 //, / / /i B that virtually excinded dobnte.  The -
m‘“m', Tb:o::tul A s ", / i I vote stood 326 to 17, the bulk of the !
: 'llo"mui:plld T e i d //// i ‘ > Democrats  joining ' a majority of the |
'“um b Pomu";w A s / i '\§ Republicans,  The bill now goes to thee:
- '3!’__ t‘ between ik "Ly b sap (\ i i Senate, where a debate is expected, and' |
4 selly ol 'ltln Working Cla subsive _ 71 {1 where many believe the bill will fail.
: ekl eonfirmation’ frémn - the -8t ( k\ b | t Bot although the debate in the House )'.
l.oll":.lllpn et The S, 'Lonis pro- ' / /t { ! i' l was virtually squelched, not a few are p
et 'mnm the maxim by display- / 7 \\ f I H i the statements made there that deserve ®
~ ing the obverse, to Wit, that the rays ) // N\ i } A Hcul. sneutioe, :
ok o capitalist form of unienism, | P77 0 l&l , (L From these statements it furns out !
) ‘H’&e‘“ﬂliﬂmnlfhmlly jad unionisin, L 1 s 4 ;L‘?‘.L:‘— | ! 1' { H ;| that (he original rate bill introduced !
il be-found | i the political 2 ; T Ne | ! ].‘ i by Representative Hepburn was drafted :
St tiou on the politieal field, : H ¥ /1 by Secretary Moody, while its sticcess< ©
' . ! 5 h ‘ ful substitute was inspired by the Presi- 1
;\ dent himszelf. It turns out that the ’i
4 Esch-Townsend bill, though seemingly *
directed against the “railroad octopus™
is a political scheme to put more power |
into the President’s hands; the Inter 2
State Commerce Commissioners, all ap:

Rl e heratess o Ui Tthe—Bx

o A AN e

1 ; ; i ecutive’s hand, is extended into «ll e €
: nooks and corners of the land when o
there is a railrond line. It turms om .}
i that most of the complaints before th :
: Inter-State Commerce Commission hav. ¢
: ; NOT BEEN THAT THE RATES Ak '
\ TOO HIGH, in other words, the com. ;
ol £ i , ‘ p i:v‘lninluln:n are the smnllerb lines lv,vhon -
3 . { His Holiness Competition by the bigger
| the : S j lines is making life a burden to, but whe !
e e ‘and ot % M it le Dok emlerng Kb
m» e ‘ameeitained ‘to & tittle. . e ply and demand” ostablishes a just !
i ‘party “ng:::i;‘hg PEACE 10 THEIR ASHES. out at Wichita, Kan. issued its lns‘t cnnvict. labor of the State, and paid for dcpench on to vote with th_c “Revision” h.‘ft mt -Tf- l.hi;‘ f]v(““r;-“-’:‘f Ic‘r.x(t'lvf_‘d*t":n ::f :-m:li: uf;l' \:"-‘K"lﬂ' '“b:“mﬂ _0“'-(;-1'“ :_M g
= M o L e ki “possible” last week as a “weakly” | by selling bonds. g and State-owned trolley l.mc. But t(z warring elemen ~' s -H-\] n. i 4 . xlv. lo ' rn‘cs’m\e en going down for ¢

Preachios g f°'° 8 ' weekly. But through all this freak literature | come as delegates, ah! that's a horse of | ter will g'rmh'mll_\ crystalize, cli ',“‘.“'"‘F the ast thirty years and are now lower
o M-h m‘ II iple al convention in Chieago last .M‘)" and | | puace to their ashes”, for there are | there were a few books that tontained another color, that would cost moncy all bond-issuing, é‘?ff’-“}"';‘-‘;lv “‘*”}‘f‘}‘f- than in many Luropean’ countries, It

struggl t6 wit, the solid- after the ldo!)tlon by the American Bern- | that many less fake sheets to go before | the essence of Socialism; in the" way | for r:nh_\-ay fare and the rich men who | and "_"c”ect“‘?; gr.ﬁf[(lyb.tljl() ( n.;;. ttk.d;S :;lrn:'l‘;mﬂ;r‘l; thte_“polmul eﬂs;:tt;l
‘of iabory that, b'whg dloeh ko steins and Millerands, of the opmrtmﬁft the workers with false propaganda. they heard the yell “class struggle” and are putting up the money to publ‘l‘s‘h t'hc conscious, mi xm'nt party, ln.n ers nmv‘ .l'(- ill wi AEITL. ToTe. COmPMeMY 4

gy document, the then Iowa Socinlist, Evie E. B. FORD, |began to read sound literature. Here| wishy-washy sheet known as “Social|ing what they want and harmoniously | wiped out state lines, and concentrate
Ethics,” wouldn't pay ‘for the delegates. | working together for the overthrow off power at Washington. It turns oul =
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' To thee old cause! : i
| Thou peerless, passionate, good cause, .
 Thou stern, remorseless, sweet .idea i
. Deathless through the ages, races, lands— il
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uestion of trades unionism is one of great importance. The
tions of men employed at frades figure largely in the econ-
and politics of the day. Their principles and control have be-
matter of tremendous social significance. This applies not
to the presentdiorms of society, but those of the future as well.
unions arc either the bulwarks of capitalism or the rudi-
tary framework of Socialism. : i
question so pregnant with significande is worthy of study. Emer-
says: “Man is explicable by nothing else than all his history.” So
th trades unionism. The best study of trades unionism in the
ted States is all of its history. It will be the object of this paper
furnish & glimpse of this history in order that interest in the
of Aueriax;dea unionism may be stimulated and the extent
s profundity realized. As the word implies, the glimpse will
necessarily be brief, including in its sweep only typical instances of |

both upward and downward..
i % ’
THE BEGINNING.

ashington Irving, in his learned “Knickerbocker’s History of
: York” found it essential for his humorous purposes, to begin
ative of this great metropolis, at the beginning of the world.
not necessary for our purposes, which are far more serious, to
s historical glimpse at so remote o period. As a consequence,
 disquisitions on primeval causes will be foregone, in order
a statement of facts may be presented without much ado.

s first strike in the United States occurred in 1742, when a num-
journcymen bakers in N. Y. City refused to bake until they
veceived more wages. Though this required combined action,
unionisis may be said to have only begun to make history in

70s of the last century. Then began the

constructive lpm-

en bakers of N. Y. City struek in 1742, the country was
settied. A great continent had not been even fringed with
n. Land abounded. Pioneering was the order of the day.
was comparatively little interstate commerce and'communica-
Most commodities were created and consumed in the homes of

le. The manufaeture that existed in the citics and towns
sinly based on the division of manual labor, or handicraft, and
Tittle capital for its pursuit, making it easy for journeymen
'k in

Fhe

self-sustaining enterprises. As « result of this condi-
were no large industrial centers, with their few owners of
y concentrated eapital, on one hand, and millions of propertiless
on the other, engaged in an irrepressible conflict of in-
¢ Civil War, however, by destroying Chattel Slavery, gave
at impetus to Capitalist, which, in turn, deéveloped the condi-
“which make the modern labor organization the great social

it now is, >

2 -

PRIMITIVE CLASS-CONSCIOUSNESS.

ess, though it is & fact thut American trades unionism
its important earéer until after the Civil War, its his-
o thiat period cannot be neglected with impunity. There-
woun how the great plant took root. Therein will be found
' to the understanding of its “un-American” aspirations..
es the strike of bakers already mentioned,’ history records a
Philadelphis. in 1796. They went out again
_again in 1709. In 1802 the sailors of New York
ﬂﬂﬁ,lﬁm followed suit. In 1817 several

unlawful combinations and conspiracies, they were all
s spontancous and sporadic jn character, instead of the’
strong tendency toward conscious and deliberate organ-
‘did not appear until 1825. In that year, according
“T. Ely’s “The Labor Movement in America”, the
unionism in this country may be said to have made
this date coincides with the rise of the great textile

dustries, it appears an appropriate one for such a begin-

e distinguishing characteristic of the year 1825¢
time,” says Prof. Ely, “‘a new spirit and a new pur.
) animate the laboring classes. They became more ¢on-
exiétence as a distinct part of the community and with
‘not: identical with those of other social classes,
' the idea of class action on a larger scale than
became more familiar to workmen; and from that time
became more cherished among them.”
student, it is at once apparent that what gave the
ction and marked it as the period in which to be-
the labor movement in this country, was its mani-
‘Booinlist, or class, spirit. Trades' unionism was for
| with the idea that the interests of the work:
ite and distinet from other social classes, and that

ROl Ty PP 3

"This is indeed remarkable, considering that it was only in 1822
that the workmen of New York sccured the franchise. Prof. Ely,
quoting Prof. Hosmer's “Samuel Adams”, shows that almost a cen-
tury before, the artisans and mechanics of Boston, were a bold and
spirited body of men who exerted an influence in political affairs.
Political action Jed to the orgenization of a comparatively strong
workmen's party in New York State and New, England in 1830.
In 1835, the Equal Rights party arese in this city. Sir Charles
Lyell; the noted geologist, tells of a New England workmen's party

with facts, impressions dnd opinions on the America of 1845. Sir
Charles, describes the election in Boston. He tells how, mistaken for
an elector, he wak given the tickets of four parties. “The real
struggle was between the Whigs and the Domocrats”, he writes, “the
former of whom carried the day; but besides their tickets, two
others were presented to me, one called the Native American, and the
‘ other, the Workmen's ticket. The latter had for its emblem a naked
arm, wielding & hammer, and for its motto ‘The strong right arm of
labor.! The five Senators proposed in this list consisted of iwo
printers, o carpenter, & blacksmith and a surveyor, and amoug the
representatives were four shoemakers, one tailor, eight carpenters,
four printers, an engineer, etc.” This will enable us to form an idea
of the composition of the workmen's political parties of that day.

. The class spirit of carly trades unionism was not confined to
trade organization and political action. It also found vent in the
furtherance and support of communistic and Socialistic enterprises
of a Utopian character. The theories of Owen, Fourier and Bris-
bane were a part of American trades unionism from the very be-

ng. ‘
M ' MODERN BSOCIALISM FORESHADOWED.

In order to appreciate the spirit of early trades unionism, a few
illustrations eited by Prof. Ely, may be used. He mentions that al-
ready in 1830, “Young America”, a labor paper that grew.out of

Workmen’s Advocate”, the first labor paper in this country,
advoeated, among other yadical measures, “Abolition of chattel slav-
ery, and of wages slavery”. He also refers to the noteworthy address
of Ely Moore, President of “The General Trades Union of New York”,
the first central labor union in the country, delivered in 1833. Moore
states the objects of “The General Trades Union of New York” to
be “bo guard aganst the encroachment of aristocracy, to preserve
our natural and political rights, to elevate our moral and intellectual
condition, to promote our pecuniary interests, to narrow the line of
distinction between the journeyman and the employer, to establish
the honor and safety of our ive vocations upon a more secure
and permanent basis; and to alléviate the distresses of those suffering
from want of employment.” Prof. Ely informs his readers that two
or three years after the delivery of this address there was enough
class feeling in New York to enable Moore to secure an election to
Congress as a representative of the working class.

More remarkable than the spoken address of Moore is the printed

- address of Stephen Simpson, published in the city of Philadelphia
in 1831. In it “the working class”, to quote Prof. Ely, “are told
that the old political parties offer them no hope of satiefactory re-

men’, which, ‘resisting the seductions of fanatics on one
hand and demagogues on:the other’, presses forward in ‘the path of
science and justice, under the banner of labor, the source of wealth,
and industry the arbiter of its distribution’.” This is a truly So-
cialist declaration! -

A more striking Socialist declaration is that of Thomas Skid-
more, & labor candidate for Governor of New York State, uttered in
1829, Says Skidmore: -

“Inasmuch as great wealtlr is an instrument which is uniformal-
Iy used to extort from others their property, it ought to be taken

pistol may be wrested from a robber, who shall undertake to accom-
plish the same effect in a different manner.” :

This is the Marxian doctrine of the expropriation of the exprop-
- _riators foreshadowed on American soil two decades before its first
European eni}nclcuon. :

PROGRESS ACHIEVED—CONDITION S COMBATTED.

Prof. Ely shows that, animated by this Socialist spirit, the Ameri-
can workmen proceeded to form local unions. Then unions of vari-
ous crafts joined hands for common action. Next, with the devel-
opment of tnuspomtion and communication and the expansion of
industry, national unions were slowly evolved. A Twenty-six national

" trades unions, animated by working class spirit and interests, were,
according to Ely, in existence at the outbreak of the Civil War!
These unions fought for the right to combine, for monthly and weekly
pay-dayé, for better wages and conditions, and for the 10-hour-day.
The Jatter was, their main immediate goal. They had to encounter
many hardships. Fines and imprisonments for alleged violations of
conspiracy laws, were among them. So were the decennial crises,
which beginning with 1826, continued on to 1837, ’47, and '37, in-
flicting great misery and suffering. Owing to their lack of class per-
ception, due to the undeveloped mature of industry and the utopian
character ‘of their Socialism, the workmen’s partigs either expired
or were absorbed by the Democratic party. One of the preatest
strikes of the early trades unions was in 1845. 4,000 Pittsburg mol-
ders then struck for shorter hours. Strikes, however, were not nu-
merous or extensive, when compared to modern times. A bulletin
of the Bureau of Labor, records 13 strikes throughout the country;
in 1853, and an equal number in 1854. Making liberal allowance
for all statistical shortcomings, the pre-Civil War strikes are few
indeed.

Despite their numerous vicissitudes and mistakes, the early Amer-
ican trades unions, true to the chagacteristics of all trades un-
ions, upon the return of comparatively better conditions, recrganiz-
ed and resumed their onward march, |

THE CIVIL WAR AND TRADES UNIONISM,
The Civil War checked the growth of trades unionism. It was

gage working class time and attention. Did not one of its organs,
30 years prior to that great event, demand the “abolition of chattel
slavery, and of wages slavery”! After the Civil War, however, the
class spirit began to re-assert itseli and trades unionism flour-
ished once more. The first distinctive manifestation was, logically,
toward international unionism. This is attributed to the introduc-
tion of the doctrines of the International Workmen's Association,
which had branches in this eountry. Socialist immigration also con-
 tributed toward the creation of this condition of affairs. But the
greatest achievement of the latter half of the decade under observa-
tion, was the fBunding of the Kuights of Labor. The modern lahor
movement may be said to hegin with the Knights of Labor. It was
an epoch-making organization. e
Though internat onclism had been injected into the American
trades unién movewent, national improvements were seriously need:
- ed. It had become evident that closer interrelations and more sym.
pathetic action for the advancement of their common interests, was
pecessary among the various trades. The weak position of unions
‘compoted of mechanics of one trade was recognized, as was also the

- | value of & union of all trades. It was from this condition of affairs,

_ aided by the impetus given (o capitalist development by the aboli-
.'_mfa.{lllm?u:p] squc:y,'tlmt the Knights of Lalor sprang,

THE EPOCH-MAKING K. OF L.

The xd;hta of ‘Labor was founded in Philadelphia, Pa., 1889,

in his book, “A Seeond Vidit To The United States”, which is replete:

forms, and. they are urged to support the ‘Party of The Working-'

“away Wom Its possessors; on the same PrIvCiplé rhme w sword or & -

natural that the-great conflict over the slavery question should en-
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' by Uriah Stevens, a tailor, who is eaid to have been influenced in
his work by “The Communist Manifesto” of Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels., The Knights ‘of Labor was u seeret organization, composed
1of local assemblies, controlled by a general ussemnbly and & master

. workman. The Knights of Labor sought to unite every branch of

skilled and unskilled labor. To this eml, centralization of power was

deemed indispensable and essential. The Knights of Labor motto was -

“An injury to ome is the concern of all”; its method the sympa-
thetic strike and boyeott by all fer one and one for all.

While the Knights of Labor believed in arbitration “for the pur-
pose of strengthening the bond of sympathy between employer and
employee”, to quote its declaration of principles, it did not éxprees
a belief in their mutual interests. In fact, the Knights of Labor's
recognition of the interdependence of all branches of labor, backed
by the sympathetic strike, made it very Socialistic. This fact is
further emphasized by its declaration in favor of the public owner-
ship of telephones, telegfaphs and raiiroads, and its faith in co-
operation as a means “to supercede the wage systen.”

Like its predecessors of old, the Knights of Labor believed in hay-
ing working class polities in the union and the union in working
class politics. Its activity in this direction contribuied to the pro-
motion of working class politics in the 708 and 80s of the last cen-
tury, Many of its members were clected to office in Connecticut and
other states, during this period. In brief, it may be said that the
Knights of Labor was thoroughly in accord with the historical class

. spirit of American trades unionism-——a logical evolution, earrying
the working class movement forward on the more extensive and
higher plane demanded by industrial development.

THE K. OF L. WORKING CLASS 8-HOUR DAY.

Especinlly was this the case in the fight for the eight-hour-day
which it inaugurated. The pioncer unions fought for the twelve and
the ten-hour-day. The K. of L. took up the battle where they had
stopped, and declared its object to be “to shorten the hours of labor
by a GENERAL REFUSAL to work-more than eight hours.”

The K. of L. eight-liour agitation was strictly » working class agi-
tation. The K. of L. argued that “a general refusel to work more
than eight hours” would mean a general reduction of the hours of
labor, which, in turn, would make the employment of 1eore men gen-
erally necessary. With more men employed, succesful strikes for bet-
ter conditions would be inore possible and numerous.

The Knights of Labor eight-hour-day agitation reached its climax
on May 1, 1886, On that day “general refusals to work more than
eight hours”; teok place in the principal industrial cities of the coun-
try. One of the Jatter was Chicago. There, the men employed in the
MecCormack machine works, struck. They were brutally clubbed by
the police. At a protest meeting held later in Haymarket Square,

" several policemen were killed by a bomb thrown hy some unknown
person or persons. As a result of this bomb-throwing occurred the
infamous Chicago “anarchist” hangings. This entire incident had a
bad effect on the cight hour movement. The intense- feeling that
followed proved detrimental to victory. Despite this, however, some
of the exceptional trades, achieved the eight-hour-day, thanks to
the working class agitation of the Kwights of Labor.

The Knights of Labor was an effective boyeotter. Its members bound
by the principle “An injury to one is the concern of all”, and aided
by competition, religiously and successfully tabooed all firms op-
posed to-its demands. Cne of the most famous boycotts in which
it was engaged, was that on the Theis Music Hall in New York City.
This boycott, bitterly contested and long feught, resuited in arrests
and convictions of the representatives of the working class engaged
thercin. These so aroused ilm~labor world, that the memorable

" George campaign of 1886 was precipitated. This campaign rajsed the

specire of Socialism in the polities of Capitalism
raised before in thiseomntry. . .. ... &
The Knights of Labor was bitterly opposed by press, church, law,
state and capitalist class, Its secrecy, in those days of undeveloped
Pinkertonism, coupled with centralized control and sympathetic
strikes, made it feared by them all. The church denounced it as a
secret order detrimental to religion. The press expatiated upon its
“fostering of class antagonism’. The law and state were appealed
to, to puncture its boycotts and suppress its strikes, While the cap-
italist class bespoke “the lead diet” for it.

as it had never been

THE A. F. OF L—ITS ADVENT AND PRINCIPLES.

In the heyday of its power, which was in and about the year 1836,
the Knights of Labor was szid to number 1,000,000 strong. It was
just about this time—or to be exact, in 1881—that “The Federation of
Organized Trades and Labor Unions” was launched in Pittsburg, Pa.
A contributor to the Weekly People, some years ago, claimed that
“The Federation” was formed by Samuel Gompers, at the instiga.
tion and under the patronage of Andrew Carnegie ,who was then, as
now, “a friend of labor”, only then he did not have the blood of the
workmen of Homestead on his hands. Considered the place of the
Federation’s launching and the present relations of Gompers and
Carnegic, this claim scems well founded.

The reasons given for the formation of “The Federation of Organ-
ized Trades and Labor Unions” mainly revolved around the secret
and centralized character of {he Knights of Labor. It was claimed
by the Federationists that this was detrimental to the interests of
the ‘working class. It was further asserted that in order for working
class organizations to attain greater numbers and success, open and
autonomous unions, bound together in a federation, were imperative.

The Federation was purely English in conception and principle. It
was modeled on the Trades Union Congress of England. Like that
Trades Union Congress it held that the interests of capital and labor
are mutual. Despite the “Socialistic” declarations in its platform,
this is the Federation’s leading tenet to-day, as much to the sorrow
of a great portion of the capitalist, as well as the working class,
as we shall see as we procecd. i

The advent of “The Federation of Organized Trades and Labor
Union” caused a contest for supremacy to arise between it and the
Knights of Labor, This contcst, on the part of the Federation, was,
at first, an cducational one; later, one of counter organization aund
scabbing.  Meetings were held at which the shortcomings of the
Knights of Labor were criticized and condemmned, and unions formed
of converts and recruits. With strength came the formation of op-
posing organizations, and a campaign of seabbing against the K. of
L. assemblies. The N. Y. City cigar, tailoring, brewing, and other
industries are rich in material for a history of the disintegration of
the K. of L. and the foundation of the A. F. of L., by this dual
method, The Knights of Labor was practically exterminated. Though
still alive it exists as a shadow of its former robust self.

This course on the part of The Federation was to be expected. The
principle of autonomy, combined with the principle of the mutual
intercsts of capital and labor, in opposition to the principle of cen-
tralized, united action in the interests of the workers, is a disin-
tegrating principle. It makes, the inierests of one eraft superior to
all others; and by so deing, promates the interests of employers
more than employes. The growth of the A. F. of L. may ba cited by
some in refutation to this statement. This growth will be nnal_vze;i
latter on. :

LEGISLATION VIA THE INFLUENCE OF ORGANIZED LABOR.

The Federation, in destroying the Knights of Labor, not only over-
threw secrecy and centralization, but it alto opposed the poliey of
orgenizing independent workmen's partics, Tt yielded to the seduc-

_tions of demagogucs and threw overboard the dictum of Stephen
Simpson that there was no hope of satisfactory reforms from the old

_ parties. The Federation inaugurated instead the policy of securing

o

legislation through the. influence of organized labor. By petition,’
by committec,?; lobby, but never by independent political action,
must labor secure political measures. Labor may organize to se-
cure for itseli what it wants on the economic field, but it must
get what it wants on the political field through others!

The Federation’s policy of political begging has been barren of re-
sults, as far as labor is concerned. The anti-injunction bill of the
Federation—a bill to prevent the issuance of restraining orders or
injunctions during strikes,—was only recently killed by the House
Committee on the Judiciary. Its Chinese Exelusion bill was so
amended as to prove a victory for its opponents. I'or eight or nine
vears, the Federation bas vainly tried to sccure the passage of an
eight-hour bill for men cmployed on government contracts, At this
rate of progress, suecess seems a dream. The Federation has sccured

" the passage of many labor laws, but they are dead letters, never en-

forced, as witness the violations of the New York State Child Labor
Law. Lastly, “the political influence of organized labor” avails
naught in governmental “open shop” controversies, as the Miller epi-
sode, and the re-election of President Roosevelt, the champion of
the, “open shop”, proyes,

But ths policy of political begging is bencficial to the labor lead-
ers and the capitalist class.
big salaries as labor lobbyists, and establishes a lobby that is use-
ful in aiding the promotion of legisiation heneficial to capitalist in-
terests, Witness the aid rendered by the Federationists, in estab-
lishing the Department of Commerce and Labor. Samuel Gompers
was slated for Secretary of this department, but the plum fell to
an out-and-out capitalist, with no labor pretensions, This department
is so little devoted to labor that the N. Y, “Sun” advocates the lop-
ping off of the two last words of its title. Witness aleo, how this
policy keeps the capitalists in control of the government, so that
when the members of the Federation go out on strike they are prompt-
Iy clubbed by the policemnen or shot by the militiamen whom they
voted into the control of the capitalist class.

This policy of political influencing, as shown in Prof, Ely’s quota~
tion from Prof. Hosmer, was a good onein the beginning of the
eighteenth century; but, in this, the twentieth century, it is a reac-
tionary, illogical, corrupt and cowardly policy, which tobs labor
of political independence and contributes to its economic degradation,
while promoting the interests of the capitalist class.

THE CAUSE OF A. F. OF L. RETROGRESSION.

The social influences which caused the radical departure of the
Federation from the historic cconomic and political tendencies of the
American labor movement, were far reaching. They began with the
discovery of the California gold fields, followed by the opening of the
great West at the close of the Civil War. These served to-attract
Eastern workmen to the Pacific Coast, and labor immigration from
Europe, mainly Great Britain, to the Eastern States. The working-
men from the latter country made thenmiselves felt in the Aumeri-
can Jabor movement. As the Dutchmen who lived all their lives
along side of canals, built one across Canal street, Manhattan, on
their arfival liere, convinced that existence was impossible without it,
so with these English workmen: accustowed to capitalist principles
and political begging as a basis of trades unionism at home, they be-
lieved them essential to working class existence abroad. Owing to
the migration Westward, and the aid of capitalist magnates, they
gradunlly gained ascendancy and victory! It is no accident that such
prominent names connecfed with the A. F. of L., as Gompers, Car-
negie, Arthur, King, ete, are English in birth or antecedents.
And it is also no accident that the old American trades union spirit
is now strongest in the West!

There is still another respect in which the Federation departs
from the historical ¢pirit of American trades unionism. The Federa-

tion is the notorious opponent of any movement that, in the lan- '

guage of the Knights of Labor, “aims to supercede the wage sys-
tem”. The Federation opposes Socialism, whether Utopian or sci-
entific. The Federation misrepresents and maligns the great inter-
national Socialist movement, besides which, its achievements are the
achievements of a pigmy compared to an all-pervading power. In
brief, the Federation, opposes working class interests in any other
movement than its pro-capitalist brand of unionism, and thereby
holds the working clas nose down to the capitalist grindstone.

THE INTENSIFICATION OF. LABOR. .

The Federation holds the same non-historical and non-working
class attitude in its eight-hour agitation. The old Knights of La-
bor argued that the cight-hour-day, reduced the unemployed and im-
proved the possibilities of winning strikes and improving conditions,
It was a working class argument. The Federation argues that an
eight-hour-day affords greater rest and recreation, thereby enabling
the worker to produce as much, if not more, than in a day of ten
hours. Samuel Gompers points to the fact that as hours go down
exports go up. It is also a fact that the death rate among the
working class goes up as hours come down; while, as the death rate
goes up, the age limit comes down. The census figures show the
denth rate of males employed in all occupations to have increased
from 13.8 per cent. in 1800 to 15.0 per cent. in 1000. The diseus-
sion on the age limit shows that men over 35 years find it difficult
to secure employment, while men of fifty are Leing weeded out. The
Federation's eight-hour argument is a capitalist one, helping along
the intensification of labor which is so marked a characteristic of this
economic age. The capitalists have not generally accepted it, as they
find the principle underlying it can be (thanks to the Federation's
autonomous principles and the unemployved), applied to a nine or a
ten-hour-day as well. : i ;

(To be concluded next week.)
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Pranslated from the German for the
sekly m by Gotuwld Ollendorfl.)

W de Reumeru the
an savant, who, in the court at

erg. made sensational state
, regarding Russian- conditions, has
_expression to his views concerning
mhpmmsatansatthc

iy )hdnd de Reussner comes from au,
i oﬁw bureaucratic family. His
‘an officer of the lancers of
He, himself, for the last
been professor of law at

y of ‘Tomsk, and for a time

Qoemomd as to his opinion regard-
ing an approaching revolution in Rus-
sia, Professor de Reussner replied: “If
the Czar does not resolve to bring about
'ﬂutdotmdemwddbythe times, if
. before all ‘things he does not .grant a
; ‘Mmicu and thus accords the Rus-
sian people the minimum of those rights
Mbythemtofthel‘inropun
and even by the Japanese, A
'OLUTION IS UNAVOIDABLE."
Furtlm questioned as to the clements
We to bring about this revolution—
such a “tiers-etat” as that, whose efforts
tawmls emancipation brought about in
France the revolution of 1789, apparent-
. ly not being in existence in Russia—the
" Professor explained as follows:
. ™A class analogous to the ‘tiers-etat’
; we.also ‘have in Russia and from it pro-
. ceeds the mighty movement, which agi-
' ‘tates the whole of Russia. Only this
'dal:ilnotthe-tlnird;btnteallythe
. first, as it comprises all, in the posses-
- sion of ednation and money: doctors,
- lawyers, authors, artists as well as mer-
. chants, and landed proprietors, intelli-
. gent officials and military officers. Cer-
_ tainly that opposition of ‘interests be-
. tween citizenry and nobility, forming one
' of the basic motives of the French revo-
lution, is out of the question with us,
* The class of which I speak is not of a
- purely bourgeou kind, such as was the
* ‘tiers-etat’ of France, but is cqually com-
«posed of nobility: and bourgeoisie and

i thus it happens—to the particular aston-
bl
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ishment of foreigners—that the old
names of the Russian aristocracy now
appear ‘amongst the names of the fight-
ers for right and liberty, that Russian
princes appear as leaders of the opposi
tion.

“The class exclusiveness of our nobil-
ity. has alrcady ceased to exist since the
eighteenth century, when Czarism van-
quished the last resistance of the aris-
tocracy and totally subjugated the latter
to its will. Since then the barriers sur-
rounding nobility, have fallen and en-
trance to it was opened for deserving
civil and military officers, even for
priests and other prominent personali-
ties from the different classes. Cer-
tain decorations conferred nobility and
to thesc decorations every official, after
a stated time of service, possessed a
legal right. Thus nobxhty as an ex-
clusive class does” not exlst in Russia
Nobility and bourgeoisie jointly form
first class in the State; their industrial,
economical, political interests are the
same and thus now both alike are af-
fected by the opposition movement. This
entire first class of Russia at present
is of a revolutionary mind.

“We Russians, by nature, surely are
not revolutionists. We ‘are stolid, far
too stolid, and it truly is a miracle that
it has come to pass that the flames of
revolution burn bright throughout the
whole land. The war has accomplished
this wonder,  All classes of the people
are most deeply hurt by the war. The
cities as well as the country arc injured
alike. The Russian landed proprietor
ever was the furthest removed from
progressive ideas. He spent his life in
case upon his estate,-not caring to be
bothered by politics. Now, war has dis-
turbed his tranquil state. Mobilization
takes his laborers away and wages rise
rapidly. Hec cannot ship his products
any more by rail, as the trains are at
the disposition of the military. An
ominous discontent "reigns among the
farmers, menacing the life and the pos-
session  of the landlord. Furthermore,
Russian agriculture, complains that its
interests have been sacrificed in the new
commercial treaty with Germany, in
exchange for the latter country's
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amicable neutrality. For these and sim-
ilar reasons the unheard-of has happen-
ed, that also the Russian landed pro-
prictor whom one should not picture to
himself something like an East-Elbian
landed nobleman, but as an agricultural
capitalist, who before all things does not
want to be disturbed in his business
transactions—has been driven into the
opposition.

“The same as agriculture, industry
suffers by this want of labor, Ana
industry in Russia after its magnificent
development during the last few decades,
has  become a power.  Furthermore,
everybody participating in Russia’s eco-
nomic life, apprehends that the gola
standard has only been artificially up-
held by foreign loans and fears what
will happen now, as the money raised
by these loans is used for the require-
ments of the war. One foresees a time
of scarcity of money.

“Fearful are the effects of the war
upon family {ife. Until now mostly
farmers and workingmen have been com-
pelled to be the victims, but now mobil-
ization reaches more and more into the
‘upper ten thousand.' The officers of
the reserve are called in, thousands of
families must give up their sons, money
and high position does not protect them
any more. But he who ‘goes to Asia,
bids farewell to earthly life, for no
one in Russia doubts but that, what is
in progress there is'not war, but butch-
ery. Thus the whole of Russia is filled
with hatred against this war and the
conditions responsihle for the same.
And the intellectuals, who, for tens of
years, have been laboring for the po-
litical emancipation of Russia, now all
at once are reinforced by a strong op-
position party, reaching from the top of
society. down to the workingmen and
to the farmers. The workingmen form
the ‘corps d'elite’ and it is not impos-
sible that it will be their lot to decide
the combat. In the great cities, in
Petersburg, in Moscow, in the fac-
tory districts surrounding Moscow, in-
dustrial development has united them in
imposing masses. They are spendidly
organized and obey their leaders. Until
now these lcaders have ordcred an ob-
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serving attitude as the workingmen do
not want to waste their strength.

“Even the farmers commence to move
Naturally these poor fellows, brought up
in ignorance, hardly possess any insight
into that which happens, for which
very reason an eventual uprising on their
part wonld be the more dangerous. In
the meantime, as already mentioned,
there are signs of discontent, caused
among the farming population by the
mobilization. The columns of the Rus-
sian papers are largely filled at present
by letters of farmers from the interior
districts of Russia, depicting in touching
language the misery created in the vil-
lages by the mobilization.

“In the efforts towards a common end,
in the battle for a constitution all other
Party differences have receded. Only
lately the Party, represented by the
moderately-constitutional, in Paris ap-
pearing paper ‘Oswoboshdenje, has
united with the Terrorists, who again
on their part have federated with the
political as well as with the national,
Armenian, Finnish, and other terrorists.

“Terrorism is well organized, the Party

of the ‘Oswoboshdenje’ has at its dis-
position more money than any other
Party and thus results from this union
should soon become perceptible. The
most remarkable effect the present move-
ment has had upon the Russian press,
The papers of all the different parties
have entered into a coalition. All the
papers, the . semi-official ‘Nowoge
Wremga,’ as well as the old slavic ‘Russ’
and the extreme radical papers are unan-
imous in their demand for a constitution.
All the Petersburg editorial officers are
in constant communication with each
other and mighty telephonic agreements
as to the common attitude in regard to
the most important events of the day,
are made.- Wealthy people in private
life largely subsidize the press in its
struggle for a constitution. New papers
appear and speak in no uncertain tone.
In rapid succession they receive a first,
second, third warning and are then en-
tirely suppressed.. But even if they only
exist for ten days, they have found
time to say, what is in everybody's heart
and they are then in hundreds ofthou-
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- Siberia, the banquet movement, onc of

lt s 4 matter o1 much regret on my
m that I cannot keep the promise
made some weeks ago to conduct a
mre or less cxtmswg course of study
in history. This promise is now, how- |
‘¢ver, to be in part redeemed. The |
uﬂet mentioned below will cover the
of Bnropun History, and ,

Adeﬁun ‘History will * be
’I‘bue interested :hould com-
dynt onee

eondenled worb (one each

Il not suffice to secure these works
a Fnu for a few days. They
be purchased. A small collec

good books should be the prop-

e‘m Socialist. The more com-
whﬁlu. ‘be used for collateral
) dnwn from a library

two in the manual;

lfewwutdson

i > and American Universi-
The point of view is just now wn-
dergoing transition. The new school of .
i find in the economic life
NM‘B-W of all hi jran his
; Imu in

In fact, on
&wof:?‘dfder school,
iq hw«énhtnd consti-
tutio mes thepmulsubject
matter of history, remain. In Eng-
land th wriﬁngnhismyhumbe

WM we are in thé
eonﬂxct or
P‘“ eight years

heg Our

‘History of Rome.

“pcﬁ L
fgll of | tlu Repuhhc in the time of

and Franoe‘iu such matters, the chancca
are that soon nothing will heard of

the older school of historical writers,
Of course the acceptance of the sgien-
tific standpoint and scientific methods in
the study of history does not mean,
necessarily, any particular interest in
the present class struggle.

As regards standpomt, some of the

- books mentioned below may be unsatis-

factory. Students 'should develop the
critical spirit. Take the facts and in-
terpret them in your own way. i
nany cases, if you have a goos: grasp
uf the Marxian method, the construc:
tion you place upon the facts may diffe:
materially from that of the author.

Do ngt neglect to purchase the three
general texts.. Have the bookdealer
order them if they are not in stock. If
they cannot be otherwise obtained, the
Labor News Co. will undoubtedly be
willing to secure them for you. If the
other books mentioned cannot be ob-
tained at your public library, consult
the lists appended to thé chapters of
those you purchase. Perhaps others
may be obtainable.

These suggestions will apply, in large
part, to the other fields of work later to
be outlined.

Greece—Use Botsford's History of

! Greece as a basis. For collateral read.

ing  secure, if possible, Holm's great
work. Holm deals interestingly with
cconomic facts and general social de-
velopment. Do not tiy to read all of
these volumes, but do not fail to read
the chapters on “The Age of Pericles.”
Holm gives a fine picture of the whole
fabric of Greek civilization at its height.
(There is a condensed edition of Holm
in one volume, but this is not so good
as Botsford.) If you have considerable
time to give to this field, read a trans-
lation of Aristotle's Politics, the most
notable product.of the Greek mind in
the realm of social philosophy, and

| one of the greatest works of all time.

Botsford's
For collateral read-
ing, Mommson's Rome. Be sure in us-
ing Mommson to give careful attention
to bk. V, ch. XI, on “The Old Republic
and the New' Mon;rchy " * Mommmson

Rome.—~GenerMl  Text,

: 'bere desm'bes ‘the sc .l life and insti-

‘obtaining during the transition
wlich culminated in the down-

rope. If your library has failed to
secure Robinson's two volumes of care-
fully selected source materials, try to
have them gotten. A “source-book” is
a collection of laws and other docu-
ments, important letters, diaries, etc.,
written during some period of history,
and therefore illustrative of that period.
It is from such “original sources” that
historians are supposed to derive the
knowledge embodied in their accounts.
It will enliven the study of history on
the part of even the most general stu-
dents. So secure such “sources” as the
library may have and look through
them.

In the study of Medieval European
History, each student should aim to un-
derstand the Feudal “System” and the
Feudal "Regime” to which this economic
system gave rise. Robinson’s account
of Feudalism is the hest short discus-
sion, in English, of which I know. When
we come to the matter of “collateral
reading on Medicval Europe, it is to be
regretted that there is no work in Eng-
lish which can compare in quality with
those suggested for the Grecian and
Roman periods. Much good work in
this period has lately been done by a
school of brilliant French writers,. None
of their books, however, have yet been
translated in full. Fortunately, a start
has been made. Just from the press is a
work by Professors Munro and Sel-
lery, of the University of Wisconsin, It

contains transiations of the most valu-.

able chapters in the works of Seignobas,
Esmein, Bloch, Lavisse, Luchaire, Lam-

precht, etc, so arranged as to form al.

connected whole. As the book is small
it would be well to purchase it. To
those who would read French or Ger-
man, the use of the original works s
advised . The title of the translation is
“Medieval Civilization.” As pleasant
collateral reading in medieval history
and also the modern history of Europe,
the historic novels of Eugene Sue, now
being published by T%: People can be
strongly recommended.

Modern Europe—Contine «  read
Robinson’s Western Europe, which car-
ries the narrative down to our own
time. In this field there is such a be-
wildering mass of gensral works, many
of which are fair, that choice of collut-
eral reading becomes dificult.. The So-
cialist should not fail to 1vad Thorold
Rogers' History of Wages and Prices in
England. Rogers has a six volume work
of statistics bearing upon this subject.

Be sure to look it up; but read the one
volume narrative ,in which he has em-
bodied the results of his work in statis-
tics. This book is one of the most im-
portant mentioned in this list. It will
prove to be a storehouse-of facts for
Socialist speakers. If access to a large
library is possible, look into Cunning-
ham’s History of English Industry and
Commerce. On the Renaissance and
Reformation periods there is no good
work in English. The best you can du
is to read some of the chapters in the
Cambridge Modern History, vols. I
and II. This work, to include twelve
volumes when complete, is written by
many authors, working in co-operation.
Do not fail to read, in vol. I, Cunning-
ham's chapter on the economic develop-
ment of Europe which caused the tran-
sition from Medieval to.Modern Eu
rope; nor Henry C. Lea's chapter in the
same volume on the breakdown of the
Catholic Church. Lea is the most noted
American historian . If deep interest in
the Renaissance is taken, read Burk-

D.A. 4SS T.&L. A

Regular meeting of D. A. 4, Newark,
N. J., February 5. Meeting was called
to order by Organizer A. S. Boland. Sec-
retary Burgholz stated receiving com-
munication from General Secretary to
make arrangements for the meeting. He
further stated that the General Secretary
would be present at 5 p. m. As all dele.
gates or at least some of every L. A,
were present, he suggested they procced
to hold a regular meeting. Accepted.

Aizzone was elected chairman. All of-
ficers present. Credentials from L. A,
405 for Jules Magnette and from L. A.
410 for B. Burgholz, were received. Dele-
gates seated.

Minutes of last meeting approved as
read.

Organizer reported in regards to agi-
tation work carried on and to be done.

Secretary reported in regards to in-
structions to carry on agitation meet-
ings in Jersey City, Newark, Elizabeth,
and Paterson by Jules Magnette and F.
C. Burgholz, and that these meetings
were a success.  About seventy-five
pamphlets, “The Burning Question of
Trades Unionism,” were sold. It was
apparent from (he interest Jdisplayed in
Paterson that an L. A. was wanted
there.-

At the roll call of locals, L, A. 257,
L A. 400, I. A, 405, L. A. 410, and the
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sands of copies as pamphlets spread over
the whole of Russia.

“Another means of propaganda are the
banquets. All over Russia, as far as to

{
the most interesting peculiarities of the!

opposition-agitation in Russia, extends.!
I the cities, mainly by the members!
of the. professions, by the physicians,!
by the lawyers, etc., banquets are ar-
ranged, which are participated in by|
the notahles of the respective towns.
In speeches and by resolutions a consti-
tution is demanded. The papers arc
forbidden to publish these resolutions
but as certain banquets have become par-
ticularly famous, the press circumvents
this prohibition, by simply adding to,
the report of each new banquet, that the
same resolution has been adopted.

“That the Zemstvos have become or-

gans of the political opposition is known. ”

The government, by intimidation, has
succeeded to induce in isolated cascs,
presidents of Zemstvos to forbid po-
litical speeches and the passage of po-
litical resolutions, Most Zemstvos, in
answer to the attitude of their respec-
tive presidents, have restgned as bodies.
At the same time, the members of the
Uprawas, the county committees, upon
whom rests a great deal of the local
administration, have ceased their activ-
ity, so that in the respective districts
the entire ‘administrative ‘machine has
become embarrassed. Also the Zem-
stvos whose president lately was sharply
reproved by the Czar on account of
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American FArMer ..ceececescscss$ 03
Behind the Scenes ......... ceeen 05
Class Struggle. Karl Kautsky .. 05
Capitallst Class, Kar] Kautsky .. 05
Communlst Manifesto, Marx and H
EBERIS  iccirvrveveerssasicssoss
communlat ‘Manifesto, Marx and
Engels, Danish and Norweglan.. 10
Pevelopment of Hoclalism ' from
Utopla to Sclence. Frederick
ENgels  .cccecsssisos erasemusess 05
Ilthlunth Brumaire  of Loula
Napoleon. Karl Marx......... 2
rin's Hope, James Connolly ..., 03
actory, Work, Morris........ vees 03
{storiéal Materlalism, Engels.... 05
fe of Engels, Karl Kautsky 10
Money, De LeOD...covseren R 03
Ninth Convention 8. L. P..... 10
No Compromise, Liebknecht.. 10
Reform or Revolution, De Leon 05
Reform or Revolution (Itallan)... 05
Religion of Capital, Lafargue.... 05
Right to Be Lazy, Lafargue...... 10
@cience and the Worker, Ferdl-
nand Lassalle.....coevc0eeeseve 25
Pocialism and Evolution, Dr. H. 8. i
AlEY * cpeniaaesisaisesesssnsssess
Iochllsm What It Is, Liebknecht 10

Bocialism vs. Anarchism, De Leon 02

Socialism, Wm, Scholl McChere.. 06

Bociallst AIMANAC ...vveviraerass B0
Boclallst Trade and Labor Alliance
Versus the “Pure and Simple”
Trade Unlon, De Leon-Harriman

DEDELE. s oscnaciorsvansovosncan (49

Boclalist Republic, Karl Inauxaky.. 05

a Bilver Cross, Eugene Sue......... 26

Taxation ....ccecceccceses sesesss 05

petition submitted to the same, has an-| Tenth Conventlon S. L. Prooooeess 50

swered this imperial reprimand with a] Territorial Expansion

strike.

“These are the main facts, in which' The Mark, Frederick Engels..
at present the revolutionary sentiment ppo miouate
It is still time to’pre- | fragic Pages, From the History of

expresses itself.
vent the worst. If the Czar grants the |
constitution, which the people demand,’
the menacing {loods will be damned in,
the movement will lead into a path of
peaceful development. But if, as stated
before, a constitution is not granted,
REVOLUTION IS HARDLY AVOID-
ABLE. The leaders, if such a revo-
lution should occur, will surely exert
themselves to the utmost, to prevent all

barbarities.” ‘

%WHMHMM
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hardt’s “Renaissance im\taly.” It is a
masterpicce in scholarship and intensely
interesting : but it is restricted to Italy

Morse-Stephens is the best Englisl
writer on the Frentch Revolution, bw
his “Revolutionary Europe” leaves
much to be desired. Here is one of
those cases where you should take the
facts and place your own construction
on them. This'is especially true of his
‘larger (three volume) work on the
French Revolution proper. For the
Nineteenth Century, use Seignobos’ Po-
litical History of Europe since 1814. As
the title suggests, this author deals with
politics mainly, and some such work as
Lombart’s Socialism should be used as
a key to the meaning of these facts.
Lombart's work should find a place in
the library of every S. L. P. section.
It is an extremely readable account of
what may be called the “social history”
of Nineteenth Century Europe.

FRANK BOHN.
Minden Mines P. O., Mo.

8. L. P. responded.

Election of officers for the term then
took place, with following result: Or-
genizer, Jules Magnette; recording secre.
tary, J. A. Boland; financial secretary
and treasurer, Herman Hartung; audit-
ing committee, Magnette, Boland and
Aizzone; agitation committee, the organ
izers of the various locals. ‘

Delegates Hockanson and Hartung re-
quested the D, A. to define the term
“wage worker” as per meaning of con-
stitution, and especially if a foreman
is a wage worker and could be 2 mem-
ber of the 8. T. & L. A. This matter
was left to the G. E. B. to pass upon.

It was decided to hold regular meetings
every first Sunday each month, 3 p. m.,
at 143 Beacon street, Jersey City, here-
after.

By this time the General Secretary had
arrived and was given the floor. He re-
marked, in part, on the outlook of the
labor movement: that the position of the
8. L. P. towards all economic organiza-
tions and the principles of the 8. T. &
L. A, especially were beginning to bear
fruit, as was shown by ‘the conference
beld of late in Chicago by various men
prominent in  the labor movement--
among whom was one of our representa-
tives—and by the open recognition of
the fact that the fundamental truths

contained in the economde +- " 7w of
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the 8, L. P. and 8. T, & L. A. are the
only basis to stand upon te bring about

working class emancipation. What is

wanted now is WORK, which must be’

done by MEN. We need, in the full
sense of its meaning, intvlligcnt and hon-
est men; men who have the back-bune
of conviction and consistency, and the
cause of the wage workers at heart; men
who know that emancipation can only ba
brought about by the recognition of such
tactics as are laid down in opganizations
such as the S. L. P. and 8. T. & L. A.
The General Secretary also spoke of
the necessity of taking up for discussion

A the matter of sending delegates to the

conferency to be held in Chicago ¢
27, This conference will be comp
delegates from various labor or
tions who seem fo have learned
experience that the class struggd
be the basis of the organization
proletariat America. The
Secretary dwell upon the calibre
delegates to be sent there under
tions,

A fund was started for the
to send trial subs of Weekly Pé
workingmen.

Meeting then adjourned.

of

Frank C. Burgholz, Secr¢




| by an lndividml 8 mindemelnnt. each
punishable ﬂllu by L ln or imprim ;
| “If we inquire into. thc heart-burnings
i miug out of railway discriminations,

1 which are breoding class distinctions and
class hatred, and even anarchism, among
| the so-ealled lower classes, we will find
that the bitterest feclings are aroused by
hiw compelled to pay hu vhil- richer
= | men rldo ) i

p a | And, us if to make the hlnt. elmrer, and
dimpart to the arrow oxtra swiftness,
Grand-Duke Etickney quotes the follow-
. ['ing passage from one of the sermonettes
‘of our railway-pass-using Pmidqpl;: :

; “No one ecan too strongly insist upon

| the elementary faet that you eannot
build the superstructure of publie virtus
36,564 | save on private virtue”

. Before this arrow had struck home,’
nnother flew from the bow of the In-
terstate - Commerce Commission point-
edly chhrging the President’s present Sec-
retary of the Navy Morton, with hev-
ing “flagrantly, continuously and de-
liberately” violated the law durilg his
incumbency as traffic manager ot
| Santa Fe road.
And thirdly, from behind the entrench-
| ments of thesc Grand-Dukes, the hand-
grenado is now thrown at the President
[ convieting him of having lifted, in' vio-
htinnofthehweuueudby(kwud
signed by McKinley, §98/420 from the
‘Indisn School funds and appropriated
| them "to sectarian and eampnign pur-
[poses, by giving them to Catholle schools
for the purpose of securing the aid of
the Catholic hierarchy in earrying “twen-
ty doubtful 'congressional distriets”—a
hand grenade that has forthwith raised
| aguinst the President the ire of the
Protestent elements, whom the Prosident
had refused aid to, on the ground of the
‘non-sectarian Iaw which he subsequently
and so full-handediy violated for aéctar-
ian and political purposes,

Our Grand-Dukes are at work—and
it serves the vainglorious American Crar

right.

'c-mae Government
Tben wheels are the
euluunl relatives

GOMPERS' CLEVER HIT,
Mr.} Samuel Gompers, the representa-
/1 tive of that “Labor principle” that holds
that the 'interests of the Working Class
and the Capitalist Class are mutual,
\# | realizing .that his own “Federationist”
T |is too obscure an archive in which to
| register 2 “clever hit," has rushed-to
his. kindred of ithe: upml‘:t press and

vm!’,m ‘our capitalist ndmuﬂu got
ahead f us in this. ‘Had Mr. ‘Gompers

BV | velever hit” given the - benefit of cir-
| culatiod in the now greedily and ever

mMymdSoml!ﬂhbwhm
' pxjcu. "The “hit" is “clever”

A “piratical concern!"—such was the
™ | angry term that irate Eugland, placing
¢ mhmﬂonmmm anotlier on
: mher perhaps sorer spot, and wishing
she had a score or two more hands to |
‘soothe as myother sare spots, cruelly,
‘wickedly and outrageously inflicted upon
‘| her by John Paul Jones, applied ‘to the
daring lwor who helped free this
. m British domination and laid
‘the foundation for the American Navy.
b Pmljoms mtcwuammly
| piratical.  For one thing, it was small,
did not compare in hull with the
vy British hulks of the “regular”
ritish Navy. For another, it was
q of | motion, . of action and
| unerring in its blows. It was a “nuis-
just as Mr, Gompers propounces
y T. & L. A. It was one of those
“misanm that: are big with fate, that
| upset ':l;e cquanimity of the powers to
it is a "nuisance,” that turn their
ts to “graves, to worms and
X pnlapha. their minds “to choose ex-
" | ccutars,” their tongues “to talk of wills.”
" | No wender. The spirit of a dispen-
" | sation now animates all such “nuisances”
{and “piratical concerns,” the breath of
! q hpghei' principle dire:u their motion,’
the  stréength of advancmg cmhutlpn

| supports them,
: huabmwlmweuuym&ocm
18T, & I.. ‘A—which, by the way, we
| thought was “dead!” The Gompers sys-
tem of g:nimim. even if ever timely,
‘has begome ‘a scab on the body social.
1f not removed, the scab will eause irri.
1ta inflammation, and festering. I
had a star, thn star has gone
fl‘he § ‘or-

:MTbegen
A the h-ontmuol‘m

' CONVERTED FREE TRADERS.

The figure cut, inside and outside of
the House 'of luprmuﬁvu. by the
capitalist apokesmen of free trade at
the threat of railroad rate leginhtlon is
excrucintingly funny.

The free-trade clplulilu like all la-
bor-fleecers who are -themselves fleeced
by more powerful ecapitalist sharks—
have ever posed as radieal, even revo-
Intionary reformers. The very thought
of ‘“revolution” makes these gentry
squirm, as all people do who are aware
of what Labor may do if it ever takes
the bit between its teeth. For all that
our capitalist free-traders have gener
ously indulgél in revolutionary talk. It
was o them in the nature of an in-
vestment; it was intended to mpmn.u:
workingmen's votes. Indeed, for down-

| right demagoguery, it would be hard to

choose bétween ‘the frec-trader and the
free-coinagist, As a consequence of this
the free-trade capitalist ranters have
ever been the butt of the protectionist
capitalists, who petronizingly would
charge them with appealing to “an un-

‘intelligent public opinion,” with arousing

“elamors for remedinl Jaws without
knowledge of the disease,” with ‘“echo-
ing ‘mindless choers, with pmpoling
“hastily cobbled-up measures,” with
“jmpetuosity” mnd so forth and so on.
+ Suddenly we find the free-trade cap-
jtalist converted. How otherwise than
converted ean these worthies now be
when they are seen and heard striking
towards the railroad-ratists the identi-

veal posture that the protectionist cap-

italists strike towards the free-trade
capitalists? Not a warning given, not
4 lecture on “wisdom” and “modera-
tion"” read to the free-trade capitalists,
but is now being given and read to the
railroad-ratista by these identical free-
‘traders, They are now charging the
railroad-ratists with. “listening to the
clamors of the ‘unthinking,” with “pro-
posing ill-digested mensures of relief,”
with “arounsing the animus ot the ignor-
ant,” with “impetuosity,” ete, ete. ;~in
short, they aro parroting the protection
eapitalists, They are converted to
“safety and sanity.”

The dove-tuiling interests of the cap-
italist class may ever be relied upon to
mutvally check and counterbalsnce one
another—and thereby convert the in-
terosted ones.

STALE, YET VALUABLE.

Mr. C. W. Post of Battle Creek, Mich.,
but yesterdny to fortune and to fame
unknown, is bmm w day & house-hold |
n@c prances ¢ on |

pnpcrs. n
most of them, /the Socialist press ex-
cepted; he is glorified. Not quite so
radiant is the Bocialist at Mr. C. W,
Post.  While the Socialist will ever

thankfully receive from capitalists all:

information they are willing to give
against one another, as the outcome of
their Christian Endeavor pious lives and
their Patrick Henry patriotic habits, yet
is the Socialist not quite rendy to sce
jin these revelators the great discoverers
M they affect to be. Mr. C. W, Post
and his revelations are instances ia
point. e
Mr. C. W. Post has' discovered that
the New York Federal Semator Thomas
©. Platt is in the Senate only in order
to protect his private interests as the
umv'.omathelmudm
Company. Thia seenis to inter-
fave with Mr. C. W. Post's interests,
and he has petitioned the Senate to
expel PlAtt, While e shall not deny
‘that Br. G, V. Post may have made o
‘ concrete discovery, the theury

' that rests upon numerous facts of the

same natire, and of which sueh discov-
eries are but cumulative proof, is an old,
time-honored principle of Socialism.
The Senate will not expel Platt. It
will not for the good and sufficient reason
that there is not a Sonntor in the Senate
who is not in the same hox—only with
regard to some othey industry, One is
‘there to represent the railroads; another
the woolen. mills. of Massachusetts; «
‘third, s fourth and a' fifth the shipping
of California, of the Great Lakes and
of Maine; another set the coal industries
of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, West
Vitginia, ‘Utah and Celorade; still an:
‘other set the shoe indmtry; and so down
the line. AMr. G W. Post cvidently
does not know that eaplulm politics
preserve. artifiein] political boun-
daries of constituencies ouly for the
purposs of concoalfng the fact that, not
tortitories; but industries are represented
in capitalist pulhmmh The delusion
is necessaty. The Bystem arose under
the feudal regime, 'h“tiu the feudal lords
cLaally rﬂmunm! particnlay, do-
mlim which they were named,
mﬂtﬂl aetunl constituencies
of caplhum. the 8ys-
Afirkt continued beeawse eap.
hMy being at its infaney,
t yet reached the confluent small-
that it mow {s in. It was
‘to the burgs and communes from
tho ve “representative” or
‘hailed. By degrees all that
1, but it wenid not do to change
¢ system of representation along with
! mmh ystem of the thing rep-
The. fact of ithe change hal
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sary in order to preserve the false local ;
prides of the empty-headed, and also to |

pull the wool over the eyes of the work.
ers who are to be blinded to the fact
that what is really represented is not
the people, but the special interests of
the “representatives.”

Aware of all this, the Socialist is not
amgzed at Platt, nor does he wonder
at the discoverer C. W, Post, except to
notice how -little even the C. W. Post
members of the capitalist system realize
the extent to which their system is
foreshadowing the administrative strue-
ture of the Socialist Republic, where
parliament, no longer having for its
purpose to dupe the Working Class, will
drop the artificial political boundaries
of constituencies, and organize itseif
With the representatives of the indus-
tries.

In so far as Mr. C. W. Post of Battle
Creek, Mich.,

has contributed by his |

discovery to raise a tip of the curtnin |

that conceals the formation of the ap-
proaching parliament of the Socialist
Republic, the “discovery”, though stale,
is valuable.

The candor of Lawyer Henry Wolman
is commendable. In reasserting the well-

known truth that trusts continue to |
develop in spite of opposing legisation |
and judicm decisions, he stands in re- |

freshing contrast to the hypocritieal

i a zoologic absurdity.
i

legal lights who protend to see in the |

Beef Trust decision “a triumph of law,
that will cause the latter to be more
universally respected”, ete., ad nausoum.
As Lawyer Wolman shows that victory
is merely a paper one, of no practical
value, And it cannot be otherwise.

The trust is an organic part of the pres- |
| BION  OF THE

ent competitive system .Any attempt to

uproot it, or retard its development, is |
| portunities, the land on, and of the so-

bound to prove unbeneficial and reaction-
ary. Governmental officials unfavorably
inclined toward it, may secure adverse

legislation and | judicial triumphs, but.

they dare not and can not make them
effective; so the trust goes right on de-
spite them, preparing the time when the
people will be compelled to make the
trust social property, thus going forward
with industrial develppment, instead of
against it, as’ does the “trust buster.”

The pure and simple Lancaster (Pa.)
organ, “The Labor Leader”, for Feb. 4
contains the following:

“Miners' officials it the anthracite re-
gions are inelined to toke a very pes-
simistic view of the future. They be-
lieve that another great strike will bo
forced upen them next year. The Del-
aware, Lackawnnna mml Western Rail-
way is snid to have taken the lead in
displaying hostility toward the workers
upon every possible oceasion, and that
conditions are steadily going from bad
to worse.”

The last clanse will explain the whole-
sale withdrawals from the mine workers'
unions. It will also add more evidoncs
to that already accumulated, showing
the true charaoter of “‘the great arbitra-

| or sociologic absurdity of gravest con-

| quisites for work; among the members

tion wclory." won for the miners by !

John &litchell,
labor god of the capitalist class”,

The relation of the manufacturer to
distribution is again up.
Canners’ Convention at Columbus.
is wrestling with it. Says F. F. Hub-
bard, former Sccretary of the \'c.v ‘.ork
State Packers’ Association:

“The tendency is toward a closer ro-
Jatipn ' between manufacturer and  re-
tailer, We, as packers, cannot refuse
to sell a retailer or combination of re-
tailers, if the quantity purchated is large
enough. We have not the right to' dis-
crimirate even if we were inclined to do
5o, The jobber “is the legitimate dis-
tributor, but against the packers’ inclina-
tion %o deal only with the jebber is the
fact that incredsing competition is fore-
ing him to geck the more profitable out-

This tendency does not end here.  As
it forces the manufacturer to abolish
the jobber, so also dogs it force him to
abolish the retailer, and become  his
own distributor. The sign familiar in
shoe stores “From Manufacturer to
Wearer Direct,” is a sign post on the
high road to the abolition of the re-
tailer, and ‘the control of  distributive
outlets by the manufacturer,

The Seattle “Next,” flamboyantly
announces that it 'will be continued
“with dignity” and “a new literary
0., under the nanie
of “The Socialist.” An advance sample
of this “dignity” and *mew literary
standard” is given in the following
“note" from the pen of Mr or Dr. Titus,
the editor:

“Poor Ford, of Faribault! and poor
De Leon, when he s roduced to such
straits as to exploit Ford! The bond
of sympathy ‘Detween them is their
equal inability to tell the truth about
the Socialist party.”

No wonder Mr. or Dr. Titus gees in
Seattle by the nickname that he does!

* “The Appeal to Reason” of February
4 has @ two-page whine of  distress.
This: is highly educational. We mean

it, seriously. It tells a significant tale.

“labor traitor and tin' |

This time lohe : known in Europe as the “Haute (high)
" | Finanee", quite commonly designated in

! lustrate what here in America may come

[ ped therepi.

rgnage thet it does ' IT so, then the “Avi-

ON THE ¢ICKET LINE.
The “Arizona Socinlist”, just started
in Phoenix, Ariz., is the latest sour berry

that las been ripened on the barren
thorn of the so-called Socialist, alias
Social Democratie, alias Public Owner-
ship party. Making its bow to the pub-
lic as nn educator, the paper advances
the following hoary-headed populistic
delusion as *‘Socialist philosophy™:

“There ore only two classes in this
country—those who have ‘to work and
those who don’t—the workers and the
capitalists.”

Socialist philosophy is neither the
fruit of that involuntary mental strabis.
mus that confuses facts, nor of that
trained moral strabismus that sees the
facts clearly enough, but finds its tac-
tical secount in confusing them.

No doubt WORK is a feature of the
Working Class, but that feature is not
a cause, it is a result of the actual
cluss-mark of the proletariat. Running
is a feature of the horse; but running is
not the mark of the species horse. Other
animals alko run, the coyote, for in
stance. To fix npon running, as the test
of classification, would land the horse
and the coyote in the same category-—
It is an equal
error, landing into na gimilar economie

sequences, to fix upon WORK as the
badge of a class distinetion.

_ Class distinctions are planted upen
material feet, not upon a consequence
therefrom. The materinl fact that marks
the economic classes is THE POSSES-
REQUISITES FOR
WORK—the possession of natural op-

cial opportunities, the capital, with
which to labor. This is the line of clea-
vage. The social elumnent that is strip-
ped of these requisites for labor is the
proletariat, the Working Class; on the
other side of the line stand all the social
elements that are possessed of these re-
quisites for labor—and they are the Cap-
italist Class.

Obviously, the Working Class must
work. Stripped’ as it is of the requi.
sites for labor! it can mnot live upon the
work of others, it must ecll itself, the
only thing it hag to sell, into wage-bond-
age, and that means that it must sub-
mit to be flpeced by the Cn}utahal Class.
It does not, htmc\cr, fol]n“ that " the
Capitalist Class is n homogeneous ele
ment, o “happy family” among itself.
Far from it.

The cluss-mark of the Ckpitnlist Class
is the possession of the requisites for
work. But the members of the -Capi-
talist Class are not ns equally equipped
with the weapons of production ns the
members of the Working Class ave strip-
The members of the Work-
ing Class are wholly stripped of the re-

of the Capitalist Class, however, the re-
quisites for work are unequally distrib-
uted. As a consequence of this fact, the
(‘upxt'\hut Clnss itself falls into several
sub-classes. The Lawron revelations il-

to he known as the “Frenzied Finance”,

English as the “Plutocracy”: this sub-
class deals in liguid or sublimated cap-
ital—Money. Of course, it does not work,
Below the  Plutocracy is the capitalist
proper, the man who still is in more or
less toweh with his plant. Although u!
powerful sub-class, and flso a non-work-’
er, this clement is extensively parasited |
upon by the upper sub-class of the Plu-!
toerat. The third well marked sub-class '
of the Capitalist Class consists of the
element that has some of the requisites
for work, ‘but in so small a quantity
that it can not live wholly upon the
Working Class, as its other two capital-
ist ‘sub-classes can and do; this sub-
class must iteclf put its shoulders to the
wheel; it must work: this is the “Middle
Class”, composed of small farmers, small
traders, small producers generally.

Now, all this has a grave bearing
upon the practical work for the aboli.
tion of ‘capitalism. It dc‘ermines (he:
tactics that alone can lead to wsuccess,
It throws the X-rays upon the fact that
the class interests of the Aiddle Class |
will ever set it at war against the upper
sub-classes of its own Capitalist Class,
but NEVER AT WAR AGAINST CAP-
ITALISM. The Middle Class, even where
it does not directly employ workingmen,
and fleece them of course, profits by the
exploitation of Labor. Cheap transporta-
tion ‘rates, for instance. is a day-dream
that  delights the Middle Class, But
cheap rates means an exploited railroad
workingmen personnel. 1t follows that,
although the Middle Class, whom the
“Arizona Socialist” places in “the same
ceanomic position with the wage-work-
er’”, does *work", its class and, conse-
quently, its class interests, are inherently
thie opposite of and diametrically oppos-
ed to the class and the class interests of
the Working Class,

Does - the “Arizona  Socialist” know
all this and yet holds the Hy-paper lan-

zonn Socialist” is deliberately trying: to

i ereased rents, fare, cost
! overtopping, ete., ete,
pping

‘crease in wages,

wheedle the workingman into another

populistie trap. .

Does the “Arizona Socialist” not know
all this? Then it is guilty of blame-
worthy levity for darkening council with
ignorance, instead of schooling itself
before attempting to school others, upon
an issue of deepest gravity to the Work-
ing Class of the land.

The Socialist Labor Party knows that
the reasoning in this article is “mud-
glinging”, “tyranny”, “Gradgrind So-
cialism™, “intolcmnce". “narrowness”,
“viperous pmson ete., etc Neverthe-
less, unfaltering in its mission of educat-
ing and drilling the American Working
Class for its emancipation, the 8. L. P.
will serenely face all such “terrific
bolts”, and, not as a Jesus to be sacri-
ficed for the salvation of others, nor as
a Winkelried pressing the enemy’s lances
into his own breast, and with his pro-
strate body opening a path for the abject
rear, the Socialist Labor Party will still
push forward, hewing a wide swath
through the jungle, and triumphantly
carrying to the goal its banner of Re-
demption, to the ery of “The Uncondi-
tional Surrender of the Capitalist Class”.

A glimpse into the journals of “or-
ganized” labor, will convince the most
skeptical that unemployment is ‘rampant
in all the leading cities of the country.
Members are warned 'to stay away from
them, and statistics are given showing
the numbers at work a year or two ago
as compared with to-day. In this city,
the number of idle men was recently said
by Superintendent Yorke of the Muni-
cipal Lodging House to be 40 per cent.
greater than at the same time last year.
In The Sun of Feb. 3., Superintendent
Hammond of the Bowery Mission, con-
firms these figures and intimates that
the increase of crime and the increase
of the unemployed are related, the lat-
ter prodiicing the former.

Superintendent Hammond shows that
shoals of men have been attracted here
by the news of great undertakings.
He thinks if publicity were given the
Free Labor Bureau of his institution
and employers in different parts of the
country interested, “we can casily find
work for the greater portion of the
unemployed men now on our streets.”
This is, to put it mildly, a wrong idea.
Where are those men to find employ-
ment? In the cities from which they
have fled under the necessity of finding
employment here? In the cities where,
the trade union journals show us, the
nnemployed are ‘numerous? Unemploy-
ment and crime can only be eliminated
by the abolition of -Capitalism,

Last Thursday, Mr. Moot, counsel for
the coal trust, arguing before the In-
terstate Commerce Commission declared:
“When a miner gets his pockets full of
money he struts about like a lord, and
you cannot get good work ount of him.”
One is compelled to conclude from this
argument that to make a good produe:
tive worker out of the miner, his wages
must be reduced and his pocl\ols kept
empty. On Friday last, Mr, Moot again
had the ear of the Commission. On this
oceasion he argued that to lower freight
rates would be to affect the miner, as,
in the last analysis, he would have to
stand it all. He therefore objected to
lowering freight rates. One, considering
Mr. Moeot’s previous argument, would
think that that ~ would™ he  the
very thing Mr, Moot would, de-
sire. If prosperity spoils the miner,
and adversity is necessary to make a
gootl warker out of him, why not lower
his wages and bring about the much de-
| sived end by lowering freight rates? The
matter is easily explained: the capi-

i talist argues as his intereats demand,

Low wages and high freight rates are
both to his interest, and he intends fo
get both without sacrificing either. In
capitalist interests will be found the
consistent reason for all of capital’s in-
consistencies.

The Wilkesbarre, Pa., despateh an-
nouncing the $3,000,000 sliding scale in-
crease in 1004 for the anthracite min-
ers, is to be taken with a grain of salt.
This increase, which amounts to about
£75 for each of the 40 odd thousand mine
workers concerned, has been more than
regaiving by the operators through in-
of supplies,
This will ex-
despite this 3,000,000 in-
the anthraciie mine
workers are leaving the United Miners'
Workers in the lurch. They realize
that the victory gmined by Mitchell is
a barren one—-one that would better
have gone to the encmy than to them-
selves,

plain  why,

Harriman, the capitalist, in whose be-
half Roosevelt is belicved to have waged
the Northern Securities} crusade, is now
the leading railroad magnate of the
world. This may afford a clue to the
cause of the Rough Rider's activity.

The “Sun" is right when it says the
whole rate bill incident won't amount
to shucks, The government is not the
capitalist class: the cinitalist class is
the goverminent, :

UNCLE SAM AND BROTHER JONA-
THAN.

BROTHER  JONATHAN—I  have
been rending up or the class struggle.

UNCLE SAM—That's good.

B. J—But I find it too narrow.

U. S.—~How would you broaden it?

B. J.—The strict class struggle draws
the line between wage earners and cap-
italists, ;

U. 8.—Correct.

B. J--1 don’t think that’s right ov
sound. .The line should be drawn be-
tween the toilers and the non-toilers.

U. S~—~For instance?

B. J—The clerk of a groceryman is a
toiler, but the groceryman himself toils
also. Under the striot principle of the
class struggle, the line is drawn between
the two, placing the clerk on one side
with other workers, and the toiling gro-
ceryman on the other, and together with
the Depews, Vanderbilts, Goulds, Count
Castellane, ete. Now thut is all wrong—

U. S.—How would you fix jt?

B, J—I would place the toiling gro-
ceryman on the same side of the line
with all other toilers, whether wage
earners or not, and on the other gide the
idlers and spongers,

U. 8—~If you did so you would pretty
soon get all mixed up; just as mixed as
if. you placed the strawberry and the
daisy in the same botanical family, The
two grow close to the ground, ete., yet
they belong to two wholly distinct fam-
ilies. Again, the strawberry grows on a
lowly bush, the apple on a stately tree;
upon your principle of classifying the
toiling groceryman separately from the
Vanderbilts, you would put the straw-
berry and the apple in different families;
fact is that they are ot one and (e same
family.

B. J.—You don’t say so!

U, 8~—=Yes. The mouse is a little ani-
mal, the elephant a big one; you would
classify them separately, yet the fact is
that the elephant and the mouse are one
family.

B. J. (with increzsed astomishment)—
Yes?

S-—Yes. What determines the kin-
ship between plants and animals is, not
appearance, but some fundamental fact
that typifies them, Now, the fundamen-
tal fact that typifies the toiling small
groceryman is not his toiling; other
people toil with whom you would not
rank the toiling groceryman; pickpock-
ets toil, and toil hard; stoek brokers toil,
and toil hard. The fundamental fact
that typifies the t,oxling groceryman is
that he is in possession of property,
whereby he can, and does, just as the-
big capitalist, squeeze labor out of an-
other human being; and the typifying
feature of the groceryman’s clerk is that,
being stripped of all property whereby
to earn his own living, he is bound to
sell himself to the man who has such
property. It is upon those lines that the
economic classes are separated. To blur
that line is to open the doors for ali
sorts of false steps; hence so many ‘“re-
form” parties that jump up and collapse,

B, J-~Yes, yes; and yet it seems to
me that the groceryman has a hard time
of it.

U. 8.—=No doubt; and yet no harder
than many a pirate who, being ecaught,
was hanred to the yardarms of his ewn
ship. If the groceryman has sense—and
what is said of him is said of the whole
middle class——he would simply throw in
his lot with the proletariat, but wo do
that he must accept proletarian econom-
ics, instead of doing what the middle
class now try to do, to join the prole-
tariat by forcing upom it middle class
economivs—"conl plapks a la Democratic
party,” public ownership of public utii-
ities,” ete. Unly tlen is there help for
the sinking middle dnss.

B. J—H'm! I pow see it in another
light. This middle cluss want to lie to-

gether with the prletariat, provided the
proletariat is wiling to le inalde the

stomach of the niddle class, Eh?
U. 8 ~You got it now,
“Peace on the Pennsylvania” is as un-

certain a quantity as “Peace on the In-
terborough.”” 1/ cannot be otherwise.
There is no peace between exploiter
and exploited, as long as the  latter
possess o partide of stamina or. a faint
conception of Jastice. Antagonistic ma-
terial intercets make peace impossible.
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| soth meeting elected E. Markiey, or-

| cial Democratic
; night

educational and not agitational, so when

| 'the very brilliant orator of the evening

said in the course of his remarks that
the “Socialists claim that all men were
tcreated equal”, I could not answer him,
or rather instruct him, that though I
had made as an exhaustive study of
the subject of Socialism as my intel-

| ligence permitted, I nevér read a writer

making that ¢laitm, dit 1 do know and

i.| believe that all men should have an

equal ‘opportunity to enjoy life.

The learned parssite was asked by
a listener if it were not because of the
present economic system that there were
fewer marriages among the “upper” or
‘college-bred classes, the professor hav-
ing quoted statistics showing that only
§0 per cent. of the educated women mar-
ry, and about 30 per cent. of the men.
The professor gave his guestioner the
merry ha! ha! but claimed that the
present economic systém was pretty near
ideal. “How?” | ventured 2o ask, and
this pudd'n-headed, wooden-headed of
a jay answered that “hours of labor

| were growing shorter, wages higher,

and nobody who wanted work need
be idle,” and me wondering where break-
fg‘nt was coming from, and no place
to lay my weary bones over night. I'm
not getting what I voted for though, I
voted for something I don't expect to
get, happiness in ‘this world, but may
the Fates bring joy to posterity through
Socialism. ; :
i A. L. Montgomery.
Mills Hotel, Bleecker street, NT’Y.
Cit'n Feh'& Sl

HE KNOWS THEM,

To the Daily ahd Weekly People:—
While T afillate with the “pop" party,
1 sympathize with the 8. L. P. move:
ment because I.think it advoeates gen-
ine Socialism. I look upon the Kangs
as frouds and I would like to expose
them all I can. They are trying to get.
a start here just now, I made up my
mind that i an 8. L P. move has

i
L
i
=

PITTSBURG PROSPECTS BRIGHT.

 To the Daily and Weekly People:—

Section Braddock, Pa, at ity January

City Central Committec of the So-

party held a meeting

i

strike, came back East (after endorsing

_protéction of the interests of the cap-

't “The Manifesto of the new national
| and International Trades Union",

‘amploy the term “Trades Union” in the

mctig’m' EXPLOSION.
' the and Weekly People:— |,

| albeit not conducivo to right apprecia-
| mont. Not n single mmber of the con-

| workers as nearly as possible in the same
_groups and departments of Jabor as will

WM capable of taking aver and

East St. Louis, Ill, January 30.—
Under the head of the “First Explo-
sion,” party members and friends are in-
vited to write on the Chicago Manifesto,
but as yet I have not seen anything out-
side of our editor's editorial on the sub-

The discussion running in The Peo-
ple, “Are We At Bulgaria or Italy?” ex-
presses the position that the 8. L. P, must
take, especially when it comes to meeting
tvith the Bergers, Hayeses, Mills, and the
others who have made themseclyes notor-
fous to the thinking men in the working
class movement by their contortion acts.
We can very easily draw the line on the
representative of the middle class. Since
this first explosion in the Ttades Union
Movement, via the conference recently
held in Chicago, a parting of the ways
bas taken place, with the result that the
explosion has killed the representatives
of the middle class, and mortally wound-
&d others.

When we look over the industrial field
of America from East to West, we see it
as one of misery and privation for our—
the working—elass: shut downs here,
strikes there—the class war intensified.
It has been said that men think quickly
under such cireumstances. 8q the mem-
bers of the Bocialist Labor Party—ever
alert t6 the forces that must make up
the army that is to battle for our class
smancipation—must look at the actions
of men. I will compare two organiza-
tions, which are in the field representing
the craft known as the miners of this
country.

Recently in Indianapolis, there met in
convention, the United Mine Workers,
with John Mitchell, the $3000 President,
at its head—the John Mitehell who, when
the coal miners of Colorado were on

thé strike), goes to Europe with his liter.
ary. oollaborator, a sky pilot named Weil,
writes articles to the capitalist papers
of America on the condition of the Eun-
fopean workingmen, tells the American
workingmen that the main drawback in
the large towns of England is the over-
crowding (he does not tell the working-

- On the Chicagdgo Manifesto |

L
From Philip Veal, Member &, L. Y.

When Mitchell was in Indianapolis,
Ind., recently, he was surrounded by the
most brazen-faced lot of fakirs that the
American continent has ever produced.
Lewis and Haskins, of Ohio, Ryan, of
Illinois, Pat Dolan, of Pennsylvania, were
there, They felt secure, but a voice, that
of Robt. Randell, rang clear and distinet,
“Mitchell, you're a traitor.” The wage
slave who uttered those words was not
known, probably, outside of the private
penitentiary, known as the mine, at Dietz,
Wyoming; but the chiof and his support-
ers, true to their immediate ‘materias
interests, which are ever of more im-
portance than those of the class they
are supposed to represent, called a con-
ference. . This man must be fired out.
This wage slave, who has only got a slight
glimpse of the working class movement,
instinctively stood by his position. They
could mnot humiliate him; hence, they
fired him out. They could not feel at
home with a man in their midst who
would thus expose them; so they fired
him out! Who could have predicted that
explosion? 3

Now, let us take a look at the Western
Federation of Miners, by way of contrast.
Can ‘a man judge it at long range or do
we have to get a miscoscope to examine
it? Its history speaks for jtself. Men
who were driven out of the coal fields
of Pennsylvania, and from the iron mines
of Michigan, who had followed that great
misleader, T, V. Powderly, readily adopt-
ed the tactics of the Western Fedrration
of Miners. One thing can be sald: they
adopted a policy of free political discus-
sion, and wherever the cunning fakir
had not prejudiced the minds of these
men their halls were thrown open to the
agitators of the Socialist Labor Party.
First we see the Western Federation of
Miners endorsing the 8. L. P.; and then
the 8. P. Then we see some of its lead-
ers working for the old politieal parties.
Then, we see the men of this organiza-
tion, together with their leaders, going
to the bull-pens and the jails, We see
a craft consciousness shown never ex:
celled in the world before!

Two years ago, while speaking at Vie-

men that the capitalists of London are
not overcrowded),and othorwise used time
paid for 'by the United Mine Workers :
of America’ for his own profit, and the

tor, Colorado, n member of the Western
'Pederation of Miners came to me and
said: “Veal, the Oitizens' Alliance is
going to stop you from speaking.” That
was before the strike conimenced. “You

italist class,

I

Holyoke, Mass, February 4.—It is
myopinion that Comrade Boln acted
tvisely when he morally bound the,|
Soclalist Labor Party to take part in
the proposed Chicago conferemce. It
seems to me that the American working
class. must and will, sooner or later,
make a fair start for successful eman-
cipation from the yoke of capitalist
wage slavery. Never mind if all do not

roasted some of our local men, but you
II.
From M. Ruther, Member 8, L. P.

cialist Workers’ Republic. All of the
American colonists who wanted freedom
did not want a Republie,

If ithe time is not ripe for the move-
ment, we hope for, we surely lose nothing
by having our representatives there. If
the movement is dishonest we will fight
it. If it is honest it will welcome us
as o tried and true ally, all the more so
since our Party has the resources for a
powerful fight. We have a.daily paper
capable of issuing 100,000 copies a day,

fuliy agree as to our ideal of the So-

s weekly paper capable of flooding the
I

_proper’ program.

told the truth and we will protect you.”
That night in Cripple Creek, before about
800 people, these men surrounded the box
and pulled me by the coat tail, saying,
“Give them hell.”

Again, when I was arrested in Tellu-
ride, these men shouted around the jail:
“We will get you out.” Five other men
mounted the box and were run in that
afternoon. The miners’ seoretary went
with €500, shook it in the face of the
magistrate and said: “We demand this
Socialist’s release.” The magistrate said:
“He 'is nol a member of the Western
Federation of Miners.,” The reply was:
“He speaks for the members of the work-
ing class,” There are many wmore inci-
dents like this that I could refer to,
but they are not necessary. We can look
at the Western Federation of Miners as
an organization in which the rank and
file have pushed their officers ahead, to
demand a re-alignment of the revolution-
ary forces, to do battle with the cap-
italist ones.

The Western Federation officers, the
A, L, U, say that their organization is
impotent to make the fight on the eco-
nomic field for our class alone. The S.
T. & L. A, with the 8. L. P., has the
thought and tactical directness—the
At ‘Inst, with bitter
experience, men saw their loved ones
suffer, and then, due to false teachings,
butchered. They must admit that our
trades union policy is the right one.

1 would suggest that this so-called in-
significant organization, the 8, T, & L. A,,
which is called so by the knowing ones,
send dolegates equal to the situation to
this Chiengo conference as'a unit on the
question—men who have stood the test,
because there will be men from all over
the country who will only be too glad
to look into the faces of the men who
have stood out for a ciear cut trades
union,

Can we map out the program that our
class must move along? I say yes. No
power can keép back those forces which
have one common goal in view, viz: the
overthrow of capitalism. Comrades, we
are stronger than we think we are. So
let us get down to some definite program
when we meet for this convention, Let
us have such a large explosion in June
that it will put an end to all the labor
fakirs, and we will be able to cart them
to the capitalist cemetery,

!

whole country with the soundest of ar-
gunients, a Labor News establishment,’
capable of supplying at short notice any
and all demands for the choicest of litera-
ture, We have organizations in twenty
States who have seen fighting galore and
never flinched. We have an army o
well-trained public speakers who are a
mateh for the best ones of the enemy.
All this ean be shown by our delezates
and it will have due weight. .

1 agree with Comrade Cox: it would
be cowardly to stay away.

From Thos. J. Hagerty, Editor “Voice of Labor.”

Ohieago, IIl, Feb. 4.—As a member
of the cammittee appointed by the Chi-
eago conference to draw up the Manifesto,
I question Arthur A. Prussak’s interpre-
tation thereof and objeet to his calling

* Maghap, Comrade Prussak does not

A, F, of L. understanding of the words,

openting/ the tools of industry in a col-
‘lective. ownership. !

Such an economic organization, w"‘:.
its “general administration condug
in harmony with the recognition of the
irrepressible conflict between the capi.

talist lass and the working class”,
must as world-wide as the Socialist
movement, Indeed, it must become the

pith and marrow of the Socialist move-
ment itself, whereof the political party

but as signifying oconsolidation of all

trades in & class-wide solidarity; nevor-I
‘theless its use, without qualification,
fits naturally into the “np politics in the

union” intorpretation which he wrongly
gives to the Manifesto.

away from its cortext and hammer it

out of all proportion to the rest of the
Manifesto is & work easy of achievement,

tion of the spirit and scape of that docu-

2z
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every local of the political as-
purpose of economi¢ organization
working class is to train the pro-
rint for the acquisition and man-
~gf the machineries of produe-
tlon and distribution by organizing the

afterward obtain in the administration
of the co-opérative commonwealth: wso
that, if the franchise should be wrested
from them, they would still have a clase
organization intelligently di-

To take the clause, “an economic or- |
ganiaakion of the working class without

affiliation with any political party”. |

is only the civic expression at the bal-
lot box. . i
The first step toward unity at the
ballot-box is unity in the shop, the mine
and the factory, 1t is viin to expect
genuine politieal solidarity jor a work.
ing class who aro divided at the forge,
warring at the beneh and standing apart
in the tense struggle for bread, The,
' carpenter who takes the plaeo of the
striking woodworker may vote the same
Socinlist ticket as the woodworker on
election day; but, in spite of the few
minutes that they were united at the
ballot box, they remain divided in their
cluns interests all the rest of the year.
As an_ entity, complete in itself, the
| economiic organization must preeede, and
be distinet from, its political _expres
sion, Its formal “recogmition of the ir-
repressible confliet between the enpital-
ist class and the working class” need not
bd manifested in afliation with any
political party, Indeed, duting the for-
mative period of the organization, such
affilintion would, in all likelihood, re-
tard its development. i
' The logical process, it scems to me,
would be first to organize the workers
an class lines as against eraft lines; and
then, aided by the object Jesson’ unmis-
takably grewing out of industrial un-
ionism, educate them in the historieal

mission of the working class, ' But, to

against the Manifesto,

allow the directions for a well-known
‘culinary triumph, you must “first catch
your hare”. The Democratic or Repub-
lican workingman would very ' probably
refuse to join an organization directly
affilinted with a Socialist party, although
he might willingly join an industrial un-
ion and, through free discussion of the
economics and politics of the class strug
gle in that union, become suficiently
enlightened to scek memberskip in a
Socialist party.

In order that the general administra-
tion of the proposed economic organiza-
tion may be “conducted in harmony with
the recognition of tho irrepressible con-
flict Dbetween the capitalist class and
the working class”, direct affiliation with
a political Socialist party is not absol-
utely essential. The constitution of the
organization can be so framed us to pro-
hibit any officer of any uuion in the or-
ganization taking part in the campaign
of a capitalist pelitical party, just as
the Socialist Labor Party forbids any
member holding office in a pure and
simple (trades union.

Comrade Prussak's objection to three
members of the conference, who he de-

signates by a crescendo of exolamation |

marks, cannot be said to be argument
Daiibtless, there
was a time in the life of many a class
conscious Socialist when he advoeated
prineiples whelly at variance with those
which he now upholds; but at the best
it is only ghoul’s work to dig up the
bones of his dead past. Let them lie;
and take the man for what he is in the
living present.  As Voltaire puts it,
“pour qui ne les eroit pas, il nest pas,
de prodiges”, there are no miracies to
the man who does not beliove in them;
yet it may be that the Manifesto voicos

cconomie developments strong enough to |

iy

LETTER-BOX

Urr - HARD ANSWERS
TG CORRESPONDENTS

e e
NO QUESTIONS WILL BE CONSIDERED THAT COME IN ANONY-
MOUS LETTERS. ALL LETTERS MUST CARRY A BONA FIDE BIG-

NATURE AND ADDRESS.]

o

Cer assingaa Ny, N Y. —The sane
and correet conelusion can be reached by
first following Marx’s calculation. Marx
showed  thet the workers in a plant
were plundered of fifty per aent. of their
product, Procced from there, Marx's
line of argument could not take in two
additional items—but he suggests them
both, One of these is the item of “cost
of living"”, with its accessories; the other
is the increasing productivity of labor,
whereby the gap is widened ULetween
what Labor produces and what it gets.
Four-fifths plunder is a safe figure.
Yours is unsafe. It is probably excess-
ive. Remember that, while in sowe in-
dustries the plunder may be more than
four-fifths, there are industries where
the item of retail cost of the product
does, not affect the workers. These are
industries of luxury. On an average the
working class is plundered of four-fifths
of its product. y

W. H,, CHICAGO, ILL—"Le Social-
iste”, 16 rue de la Corderie, Paris,
France.

C. A. V. K, BRACONDALE, CAN-
ADA.—Where the constitution of a body
does not specify the number uelessary
for a quorum, but does specify the num-
ber necessary for organizing the body,
the majority of that number is a quo-
rum.

J. H., NEW YORK.—The speech will
not be published in these columns. Con-
stitutions received.

C. J, B, BUFFALO, N,Y.—A “com-
modity” is an article of merchandise.
A feature of merchandise is that it is
for sale, and its utility to its owner
dependent upon its sale. Labor-power
is sold and bought in the labor-market:
its only utility to its owner, the work-
ingman, depends upon its being sold.
Hence labor-power is a commodity, or
article of merchandise.”

E. W. E. P, JERSEY CITY, N.J.—
It is & waste of time to argne with a
person who says “the Trades Union
Question is trivial”, and says so with-
ont advancing a single argument against
the Socinlist Labor Party reasoning that
the Trades Union Question is vital. The
B. L. P. may be in error. The Party
is not infallible. Its reasoning on the
Trades Union Question may be uttorly
false, And nobody, gladder than the
Party, will listen to argument on this
or any other point on which the Party
expresses itself. But assertion is no
argument.

D. R, LONDON, ONT.—No necessity
of such a round-about proceds, The lat-
ter is now in the hands of the N. E. C.
Communicate directly.

F. L, CINCINNATI, O.—The 8. T, &
L. A, has alwnys been ready to recognize
the card of the A. F. of L. in a shop,
provided the A. F, of L. recognized the
8. T. & L. A, card, The 8. T. & L.
A, posture is in obedience to its prin-
ciple of consolidating the working class.
The A. F. of L., on the contrary, truc
to its special interests, which demand
the continued dismemberment of the
working class, has, refused to recognize
the card of the 8. T. & L. A. and struck
aganinst its members. :

C. R. 8. ,WORCESTER, MASS.—The
labor organization that recognizes the
necessity of working unitedly and strik-
ing unitedly in the shop, but denies or
ignores the cqual necessity of striking
unitedly at the ballot bo%, ix blind of
ons ecye. Every argument that justi-
fies' the demands for obedience to the
economic rules of the Union, is an argu-
ment in support of the Union's right to
‘establish political rules, and enforeing
them to the extent that the same are
enforeible,

S. D. 0'C., HELENA, MONT.—The
term “popery” is a misnomer when ap-
plied to the S, L. P. demand that none
of its members engage in issuing a pri-
vately owned Socialist paper. The Party
reasons that: The Bocialist press is a
powerful weapon and is a weapon that
can not be forged in a day or by any
one man. It requires much time and
the organized co-operation of the whole
orgenization. A weapon forged in such
a manner would, if privately owned,
have two edges,—one against the foe, so
long as it is wielded honestly, and an-
other edge, an edge that might turn
against the Party itself. This ecdge
would come into play the moment its
privite owner chose to change his polit-
jeal or economin views. The moment

work prodigious changes in minds erst-
while hopelessly bourgeois.

At any rate, the principles enuncinted
in the Manifesto are true or false on
their awn merits; and diccnssion of them
in an unimpnssioned, scientific spirit
is greatly to be desired. Personalities
disturb the unice ‘balance of one's judg-
ment and do not contribute to con-
structive criticiem, except when, .in the
words of Mars, “individuals are denlt
with ‘only in =0 far as thay ars peroni
fieations of economic ecategories, embodi-
ments of particular classrolaticns and
clask interests”,

g
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be walk onl
weapon in  his possession.

reasons the Party owns its press abuo-
lutely, and as it does not chose to be
“poped™ by anyone, it refuses to build
up any potential “pnpgﬁ"—such as wounld
be built up if any member were to start
his own paper, and, of course, draw upon
the Party’s cnergies for its support.
The Party hopes that, as it gathers
strength, it may start moére and more
papers in the several localities, but it
insists upon the right to control these
papers absolutely throngh its National
Executive, and the referendum vote of
the whole membership, and to retain
the power to oust the editor or editors,
whenever it may think fit. This is the
Party’s position in the matter; it may
be a wrong position; if so let's hear your
reasons; but whatever name may be ap-
plieable to the position, “p«q;cry" cer-
tainly is not the fit one.

IAN ACHALUACHROACH, INVER-
NESS, 8COTL.—The Minnecsota man is
n crank. His sanity may be doubted.
Other matters were all received.

T. H, 8, PUEBLO, COLO.—First, as
above answer to C. R. 8., Worcester,
Muss, Specifically, we would add: in
order to illustrate the point, we wonld
say that if a Union decides that the
Republican party should be supported,
such a decision though wrong in practice,
would be right in the principle. It
would proceed from the principle that
there is a political scabbery as heinous
as the already recognized economic seab-
bery. The correct principles of the one-
ness of politics and ' economics beingy
recognized, the Union in question will
cither go to smash forthwith, and that
would denote the falseness of its conclu-
sion in chosing a capitalist party, or it
will resist disruption, but discover the
incongruity of labor economics and cup-
italist polities, revoke its previous pro-
capitalist party decision, and stand by
the 8. L. P,

C. 8, PITTSBURG, PA.—As far as we
know, Mr, B. Feigenbaum is a man of
clean family life. The gentleman limits
his debaucheries to the field of economic
science, The individual whom a woman
sued for the support of a child that she
clnimed was lis, was Mr, Herman Sim-
son, a Kanglet of this city.

E. L. W, BOSTON, MASS.—Whence
do you—your mouth full with the dogma
“the rights of the individual in their full
sense"—arrogate to yourself the right
to say that “a drunkard exceeds his
rights”t Where “the rights of the in-
dividual in their full sense” is a basie
principle, the drunkard would be justi-
fied to turn upon you alsp, ciniming that
you “excecd” your rights in whatever
notion you may bave, and put inte prac-
tice, that does not suit him. The fact
is that there is no such thing as “the
rights of the individual in their full
sense”, and never was.  Among savages,
the individual who exercises “the rights
of the individual in ‘heir full sense” ia
brained by the individual who feels in-
terfered with by such an exercise; and
if the former is not brained it is because
he succeeds in braining the latter. Civil-
ization mieans organization. In organized
society the promiscuous “braining” is
done away with, and men start in with
the knowledge that “the rights of the in-
dividunl in their full sense” is a phrase,
imp‘onsihlv of applivation,

M. R, C, New York—As you keep the
files of The People, you will (inl the
questions answered there.

T. 8, NEW BEDFORD, MASS.—lst,
For heaven's sake, leave Bizhop Stang
alone. He, and other clevical twaddlers,
are doing “nicely ‘Io; Socialism. They
are advertising it
not cost Socialism a single supporter, and
may gmin many to it. Moreover, twad-
dle is no tmget. We shoot only at
targets.

2nd, This office has no authority {o
interpret the constitution of the S, L. I’
That is the busizess, first of your own
State Cowmittee, and, on appeal to the
N. E.C. i

L. F, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL~-Why
must you fly off the handle! This office
can not be abreast, to the minute. on
the changes in the Party memberzliip, es-
pecially not at a distance. The person,
known in this office ng not o membor of
the 8. L. .. never is referved to as a
“Comrade”.

L. L. ¢ GRAND JUNCTION, €OLO- -
Robert Hunter's fighres on poverty. can
be velied on, sspecially those on New
York City,

(. A, AL, TORONTO, ONT.—Emantel
Kant's “Ciitique of I'ure Reasan”,

F. E, HELENA, MONT. 3500000 S,
L. P, votes in the United Statesy 3.500,
000 8. L. P, votes actually returned by
the election inspectors? Why, that would
knock capitalism in America higher than
Gilderoy's Kite.  In Germany it does not.
produce a ripple.

aad, woltld

.(Colitinuod on page 8.)

Their twaddle will



inst,,
as follows:

E

Copiu o! the D:ﬂy containing their
~ contributions will be mailed o the re-

~ spective contributors.
: =

© Under the above title a discussion is
1 would like to

i going on in Yhe Peo;
" add a few remarks in that discussion.

WHON, my OONCERN—
0 to the etdm ‘of the sub-com-
‘mittee of the N. E. O. ordering this
office to publish in the Weekly People
the 18th inst., only as many of the
contributions on “Bulgaria-italy,” as
can' conveniently go into that issue,
discontinue the discus-
in the Weekly, to continue in the
‘the publication of only those
‘ members communications that ar-
n this office on or before the 11th
and then to discontinue the dis-
ciission wholly, we here notify contrib-

The contributions that have appeared
intbe Daily, but for which there is no
room in the Weekly of this week, Feb-
mry 10‘ are from: Comrades Camp-

It was in 1002 tlmt 1 came from Hun-

principles of Socialism.” Then, of course,
when' we receive the votes we know
that every vote for the 8. L. P. is &
protest against capitalism and a. vote
for Socialism. 1 will use Comrade
Berry's conclusion: “On general prin-
ciples I am opposed to mongrels any-
where and everywhere, especially in the

class ™
Yours for the nghtlng S L P,
' Edward Rosenberg, -

Quton , Mass., Jan. 10

1.

I am very much interested in the dh»
 cussion now going on in. our paper in:
regard to “Are We At Bulgaria or Italy?”
I had a letter written on the subject

and Cox appeared, which so mearly
coincided with what I had written’(bar-
ring the personal allusions), that ‘it

| printed, but I deem:it of great import-
ance, in order to arrive at a correct con-
clusion of the question, to ascertain, as
hrupuﬁblo,thamtmnddmol
this party of ,many names that passes
as Socialist before the voters; also the
material it is composed of; and, as it'is-
“all things to all men,” having different
-platforms in differént States, it is very

young men - will . arrivé at “the stage
described by Comrade Bohn in the Week-'

political movement of the workin‘.

when the letters from Comrades Bérry |-

would be a waste of space to have mine

reasonable to believe that at some par-:
ticular place where*industrial conditions:
‘favor, an exceptional lot of intelligent:

.&‘nu labor problem is becoming a

nuisance. To labor employers and em-
ployes alike, the -great middle clasy
farmers, merchants, small manufactur-
ers, etc., are all interested just as much
as the laborers.”

““There would be no strikes any more
than there are strikes in the post office
department at present.”

Then it points to some matter show-
ing the wonderful progress in New Zea-
land:

“Where workmgmen united with small
farmers and tradesmen to elect Liberal
Labor candidates pledged to the interest

'of the common people.”

Among many benefits arrived at was:

“Workingmen, farmers, tradesmen,
‘manufacturers of all classes, can bor-
row money from the State at four and
oue-hl! per cent.” = Also:

“Labor = difficulties are settled - by
judicial decision”.
>The city ownership of the water works
in Duluth * is Socialism, according to
this disciple of “Rev.” Thompson and
“Prof.” Mills. He also believes in the
class struggle, but of the GREAT mid-
dle class against the trust owners or
large capitalist class, the working class
being altogether unfit to participate.

T could send more such evidence of the
kind of Socialism the ex-Populist voters
were given here; and the same can be
said of the entire lot here in this State.
Now, is a crowd with such views and
such practices worth fooling with? Is
not Comrade Cox right when he says

‘that there is less material for us in

that party ‘than in the others? Who
wants to associate with such a crowd?
I, for one, will not. They are simply

gary to this country. Having been &
member of the Socialist movement in

‘ly People of January 7, but it wﬂl be | i a remnant of Populism-State capitalism-

; » o > no should he find an entirely Neéw Zealand-Glasgow idea of labor ex-
';:h e oy L e tousg | diferent. lot beforé he gets done with -ploitation by the small busted or bust-
? his tour. ¢ | ing middle class. For once, I disagree

" §t was hard to do so, for T fynnd here
two Socialist parties. I knew that if
there are two Socialist parties in a coun-
try one must be the party standing for
,.ntorm the other for revolution. Not
wognrefom«udedtomzhem-
ference between the two parties. What
~ did 1 find? That the Social Democratic
party is o party which does not stand
en for reforms, but, covered with the
" of Sovialism, it helps the capital-
ists to uphold this .tystem, and to fight
the ouly party which stands for the in-
erest of the working class, which is the
Labor Party.
. Om December 13, 1903 I wrote an-ar-
&;Ia which wvas published i the “Nepa-
; it | expldpnd,in that article WHY |
fmmé N_or 80-

The object of this lctter is to lcquint with Comrade De Leon when he believes
The People readers with the personnel that among the Debs vote there were
and tactics of the “Public Owntuhip hundreds of thousands of men that voted
party,” as'the thing is called here. | for something that they believed to be

About a year ago, J. E. Nash, the “So- ) Socialism. That there were such is pos-
cialist” ‘candidate for Governor two | sible; but that most of them believed
years ago, who appealed for votes as a that it was Populism they wanted and

“union man,” came to Fergus Falls, the voted for, is evident from the bulk of
county: seat of this county, which has the Jiterature that I have seen; as well
been the hot-bed of Populism since its as the personnel of the crowd and lead-
first inception, and a local was organ- 'ers and the material conditions that in-
ized, the leading lights being a hwyu, fluence them. Fraternally,
lonn ‘and real estate dealer, all in one, | - C. W. Brandborg.
but at least a good reader and student, Heaning, Minn,; Jan. 9
an editor of a small struggling - Nor- e
wegim paper of a religlous sentimental I
type, one ditto of an English paper, | . I have resd with much interest the
{‘in same condition, but somewhat of the = discussion - going on ' under the  above
'l‘ﬂlthunkin‘ species, & po- | hud. and although I did not at first have
ofﬂugshnding,mw any intedtion of taking part in it,

movement fame, some s$mall, very null ; The People could be filled. with
middle classites, but, as far as I have, - matter more intenqtmg and instructive
Vbeer able to ueuhih, not one a bons | than I could wﬁte, but when I read
| fide wage worker. The Rev. Carl Thomp- ' James Cullen's article I felt like speaking

¥ "‘m'.".d“" Che ginstion of which | som, Wnlter Thomas Mills, and other & word of ‘endorsement of that article.
(9jatn.] ;3o mmlt bl uagd shining lights, came.from time to time | It also was somewhat of o revelation
A A iy | 0 fmstruct and educate the persons mot o me. When Comrade Cullen describes
N A SPECIAL CONVEN'I:IO on to the myl’arm of Socialism. 'thc method of propaganda which he says
ELEVEX MONTHS LATER (NOV. 6, | This summer a "eonvention was. hdd, hhlmnuqhdontn New York for the
AXD _YOTED THAT THE FED- where, among other things in the plat- - past two ynn when he sdys the New
1 form, the following tras found:—“We ad. | York comrades go to the 8. D. P. meet-
mire and honor ihe struggles of the ' inigs “for the purpose of breaking them
farmers as shown in the alliance, the up, by Lowling and yelling at the speak-

| grange and Populist mowmentl," and er,” he tells of a state of affairs which

| mearly a full ticket was put up. Then I tbonght no Ion;er existed nor had ex-
| the in:tmcbon and education of the
~votes commenced by the two papers
ubove—mentmned. of which here is some

.'By the \orweghn puper.
. “The farmer js the class that will !
ane _the best ballasy in the coming.
x_novement as they arc yet pnetla.lly in-
dast convention M: dependent and safe that they.can view
All 1l logethey s the situation with utmost calm. The
"‘” ‘““x eh kaow what  workers in coal mines and many other
; ‘phm as & whole where people have '
_ ‘?.'k’d the Mungarian ' o severe strugglo for existence, cannot
y't:e%ﬂm: j:‘dL\-iew things with coolness™ . . ,
y ¥ “""’I‘heurmeruuotmsurvju he is,
2 Socialist Labor Party | tperefore, necessary as the ‘dependent
m?.wt;:: ballast on the new ship that is to b;
B R o - | launched.”
_or unite with the| Aq to tacties of same paper, a

u:em in that m.icle and told
ey atindind lhcd- argu-
' uml find the sawe correet, then i

; hie eople, Nov 7, 1904 )
“Sinee the last year we have had more
irguments which ghow and make clear
y the Social Democratic party is a
) mmm We have seen
tional eonvention, and the plat- |
' _Mr,uolmmptedthere. ‘We'

except in rare instances, and in such
, rdre instances by some brainless en-
thusiast, as Comrade Cullen rightly calls
thm. 1 have at: times
hﬂmdoceio and bullying way some of
_the comrades have used in writing up
reportl of mestings and encounters with
th’ 8. D. P, I have always deplored such
tactics. :

What Comrade Cullen says in re-
gurdstothomeoftheurmcrook I
huttily endorse. I think the mission-
ary who tells his hearers what they
miust do to be saved makes greater prog-
tess than the one who tells them what
they must not do or they will be damned.
I am not éne of those who think thnt
the 8. L. P. holds all the Scialists.

Ll

of ‘“independent labor” - mliﬂng full well that the columns of

, WEEKLY PEOPLE, SATURDAY,

t 5 | A
S0 W1 el fyw ov' these yeass, | class struggle, its privately owned pa-

-oﬁee,onofortholhoul

i dlhrhl for the

vneh ‘before election it announced ﬂmt
as their candidate for Judge of Pro-
bate had withdrawn/it wished to speak
in favor of the candidate who, it ddmed,

'{ ran_independent, but who appeared on_
" | the official ballot ‘as a Populist, The
issuo before election contnined a letter

in favor of a Repnblimn Conu;y Com-
missioner, onp for a hp\;lht for same’
.of Pro-
bate, with pieture ong’
tiumeat, with picture, for quubuun,
candidate for Circuit Court Judge, one

‘ lathr for Cierk of Court and Sher:
hdqudmmwmamb!c
Bumoeuucmumnt-

adver: .‘

nomiuh of prejudice is arrayed sgdnst
us—and such actions as Comrade Cul-

len describes has helpod to build it high-
er—and prejudice is a strong motive in
lien no matter ‘how well intentioned.
wucutwtthebnllymg :

Now is the time for all to speak who
have said that now, above all other times,
let us keep our identity unsullied.

A, G. Allen,
Salt Lake City, Utah, Jan. 8,

it ; Iv.
1. 'like Comrado Allen, of Salt Lake
City, have also read with much interest
[ the discussion’ on “Bulgaria or Italy?”

i Lilu hlm. also, I had no intention of

taking part in it, but when I read Com-
rMc Allen’s lotter, I felt that I had to
m it. I absolutely deny the state-
mént of James Cullen that members of
the 8. L. P. are disturbing Kangaroo
meetings. I agree with Comrade Allen
tut it is a proper thing to distribute
and question S. D. P. speak:
but I do not see how Cullen comes
t0 say that the members of the §. L. P.

are disturbing our ‘meetings,

by ¥t mmﬁn‘ucmnumm.

! ‘lﬁwo{n&hrmwhmm

| are disturbing S. D, P. meetings. Accord- |
vlh‘hmyklhvld‘e,lththo&l) 2

noticed the !

allowed himself to break up a kangaroe
meeting. I have, however, witnessed
many times, where 8. D, P. members, be-
lievers in “free speech”, have broken up
our meetings. I think it is Cullen who
stretches the truth now. Such actions
as he describes are the actions of Kang-
aroos, not S .L; P. men.

As to the question “Are We At Bul-
garia or Italy?” I agree with Comrade
S. French, who places the center of the
issue on the trades union policy. Let
us educate and agitate everywhero and
speed the day of revolution.

Harry Liroff.

N. Y. City, Jan. 20.

v

We are ncither at Bulgaria nor Italy,
but in the United States, where factory
labor, political® privileges, improve ma-
chinery, etc., are entirely diflerent from
above countries. Since all political parties
are fundamentally based on economic
conditions, we cannot pattern a political
organization in United States after that
of a country where economic conditions
are different.

If by the use of Bulgma and Italy
is meant unity and disunity, the blame
of any division of the Socialist Move-
ment in United States cannot be laid
to the Socialist Labor Party for the S,
L. P, was organized years before S. D, P.
was heard of and as it is a voluntary
democratic organization, there was no ex-
cuse to organize the 8. D. P., only to
sidetrack Marxian Socialism.

One of Debs’ excuses for organizing the
8. D. P. was because the S. L. P. was
composed of too many foreigners ,vet we
see his organization appealing to So-
cialists of forcign countries to lay the
blame of disunity in United States on
the 8. L. P. which held and taught the
class-struggle, the very first principle of
a Socialist Movement when his organiza-
tion denied its existence. When Marx
wrote: Workingmen of the world unite,
he had in mind not only getting together
but uniting class-consciously, i. e., with
a knowledge of the class division in
modern _society. That is why hé wrote
“The emancipation of the working class
must be the class conscious work of that
class”,

The point of discussion is how to
unite the cluss conscious Socialists of the
United States.. Class consciousness is
a matter of acquired knowledge. This
means education hlong the lines of the
class struggle, No doubt in States like

Colondo and Massachusetts, where bogus.|,

labor candidates like Alva Adams afid
$3.50 shoe W. Douglas ran and yet some
workmen had the stamina (thinking the
S. P, was what it represented itself to
be, i. e, for Socialism) to vote the S.
P. ticket showing that they are worthy
material foy the bona fide Socialist La-
bor Party. Also in cities like Toledo
and Omaha, where the 'S. L. P. has no
organization, men may be found who, if
reached in time, will bccome militant
Bocialists. '

We suggest that the N, E. C, as soon
as it is able, have u hlstory of the So-
cialist Movement of the United States
compiled, .showing the position of the
8, L. P.,'its honest uphill fight for the
principle of the class struggle, and the
reactionary position of the 8. P, its
colonization scheme, its denial of the

pers, its compromising with political
parties of capitalism ,its members be-
longing to the militia, ete. A history of
this. kind need only stick to easily sub-
stuntiated facts. An abridged leaflet
could be ‘issued calling attention to same.
This, put in the hands of any honest
Socialist or 8. P. member, should put
him on the right track.

We further suggest that the N, E.

"C,, 8 E. C's and Sections send a trial

subscription of The People to any S, P.
Local that will keep it on file, especial-
ly in places where desirable material is
supposed to exist and the S, L. P. has
no Section, also individuals when thought
worthy. Good judgment will have to
be exercised along this line.
H. J. Schade.
Los Angeles,. Cal, Jan. 19.
VI

As a new convert to S. L. P.sm
from the Debs camp, I have been read-
ing with intense interest the discussion
running in The People, “Are We at
Bulgaria or Italy?” After reading all
these able contributions on the subject
it seems preposterous that one should
venture to add anything. Therefore I
shall not attempt to add a new thought
to the subject, but there are a few
pomts which I think will bear cmpha-
sizing.

The mere suggestion of appointing a
committee to work out plans for unit-
ing the two partics is the height of tom-
foolery,

Evolution does not move backward.
The Socialist Labor Party is a politico-
economic development, and as such can
not be mixed, fused dsssol\ed, or de-
stroyed,

If a novice enters a chemical labora-
tory and proceeds indiscriminately to

mixing chemicals, he is apt to create:

an explosion which, if he survives, will

teach him an important scientific fact,
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which will not form compounds mtb
certain other elements.

Social elements are not greatly dif-
ferent in this respect from chemical
clements. And the novice who attempts
to unite the element S. L. P. with the
compound S. D. P, plus S. P. plus
U. L. P. plus ete, will precipitate a
condition’ worse than “volcanic rum-
blings.” It will be a modern Vesuvius
in full eruption!

There are in the above mentioned

compound quitc a number of S, L. P.

elements. - Now, who will suggest the
formula by which we can isolate those
desirable elements? This, the keynote
of Comrade Olive M. Johnson's first
article which set the ball -rolling, is the
important point to be brought out in
this discussion.

There is an adage which says, “ Sweep
your own doorstep first.” Comrade
Bohn has kindly offered us his broom
—let's use it.

“Those members who would look
upon the entire membership of the S. P.
as kangaroos, must have been frequent-
ing the haunts of Rip Van Winkle for
the past five years.” And again: “We
have been guilty of condemning men
for mere ignorance. - A full fledged So-
cialist is not grown in a day or a month.
To upbraid 2 man because he knows
little of the vast subject of social sci-
ence is rank stupidity.” Now Cul-
len also. has a splendid - broom which
sweeps well. We'll use it. “Is it ab-
solutely necessary when reporting about
an S. D. P. or an S. L. P. meeting to
see how much personal abuse you can
crowd in about members of the S. D. P.?
Time after time these letters instead of
giving useful information about the
speaker go into details about his per-
sonal appearance and that of the audi-
ence.”

I myself have read letters in which
they criticise the speaker’s gestures,
garments, * illiteracy, and, worse, his
clothing!

I wondered why .they did ‘not find
fault with his poverty.

Comrades, believe me, just such twad-
dle is often mistaken for S. L. P. tactics.
Tt held me aloof for months after T was
ripe for the party. I .was glad to learn
later that such slush is no part of S. L.
P. tactics.

He who is armed with the S. L. P,
escutcheon will discard such methods.
Comrades, arm yourselves, -

I have all due respect and admiration !
for the old-war horses who held the fort |

against the Kangs in the: go's, .but it
is time to drop those personal feuds.
. Sentimentalism,, no matter what form
it takes, has no place in scientific, revo-
lutionary Socialism. Then,. comradcs,
all aboard for Italy.

J. D. De Shazer,

Montrose, Colo., Jan. 18
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It is not without regret that I again
take part in this oontrovery, for I
would have rejoiced in the non-existence
of the circumstances, which make this
imperative. My motive to do so lies in
the facts-that in the course of the con-
troversy the expression of . personal sen-
fiment has been substituted for sound
reasoning, that some comrades, who
apparently have not gone to the trouble
to carefully analyze my statements—
not to say to digest them—have for this
very reason drawn therefrom indigestible
conclusions and that in. one case at
least, probably by a carelessness hardly
comprehensible and not excusable, I even
have been misquoted,

I have ever held, that where men are
joined in a common cause of vast im-
portance, the “me too,” the “follow the
leader” men, too timid or too cautious
to express a decided opinion, cannot but
give rise to stagnation, the forerunner
of. decay, while the logical research and
the free, untrammaled dispassionate dis-
cussion of principles, of needs must
causc to circulate more freely the flow
of the fluid of life in the veins of the
body of the membership

Living, I shall assert the right of
“free discussion; dying, I shall assert
it; and, should I leave no other inheri-
tance to my children, by .the blessing of
God I will leave them the inheritance of
free principles and the example of a
manly and independent defence of them.”
—Daniel Webster. :

Before all, let us now carefully con-
sider our standpoint, the attitude we
should assume in regard to the acts of
the International Congress. Nobody will
deny that, before this body met, the
membership of the Socialist Labor Party,
as a whole, was fully aware as tp the
complexion it would assume, for which
reason most probably Comrade De Leon
was opposed to the sending of a dele-
gate to Amsterdam. The comrades’
knew that the majority of the delegates
at that congress would represent So-
cialistic parties in favor of opportunism.
ministerialism, and the Lord knows
what else; they knew that the S. D. P.
would be recognized as a Socialistic
party, and still they decided to be there

represented also. Now I hardly think.

that . thig decision was arrived at in
order to provide Comrade De Leon with
nphuuttﬁ,hnmpo or to satis-

.

1

fy. curiosity, to to.get rid of a bother-
some surplus of cash. Surely, no one
will contend that the party is bound
to act in accordance with the resolutions
of the Amsterdam Congress, but it does
not intend to even consider them; why
in God’s wide world did it send a dele-
gate? There is no logic in such a pro-
ceeding. The indignation of some of
the comrades at the bare proposal to
act in accordance with the “Unity Reso-
lution” is really as incomprehensible, as
the fear of others of contamination is
ridiculous, One of the highly indignant
comrades—I almost hate to call him
comrade—Louis M, Wieder, is so shocked
at the idea of a “Uniy Committee”
that he does not scruple to lower him-
self to a falsification of one of my state-
ments. He quotes me as follows in the
Daily People of December 8: “Those
600,000 Socialist -votes cast for Debs
were attracted to Socialism by the tac-
tics of the'Socialist’ Party and not by
ours.” What I said in the issue of De-
cember 6 was this: “Here are hundreds
of thousands of men who voted for some-
thing they believed to be Socialism, that
have been attracted by the tactics of
& so-called Socialist party, and not by
ours.” Is this an unintentional mis-
quotation or is it a malicious falsifica-
tion. Be it either. But the arguments
based on such premises are totally de-
void of any value whatsoever. Tt would
be a waste of time even to consider them,

And now, on December 13, Comrade
Michael T. Berry enters the controversy
with a bit of sentiment, relating how
my criticism impressed him much the
same as ‘the late lamented. Josh Billings
was struck by a lecture of Ingersoll’s on
“The mistakes of Moses.” Well, if
there ever was & Josh Billings—and
such Josh Billings are about as séarce
as hens' teeth, as I have good reason to
believe from personal experience—
who did give up five dollars for the sake
of mental imppovement, I am quite
certain that he would not have expressed
the desire to hear Moses at the price
of $500, if the great lawgiver had not
been dead for a few thousands of years.
Btill Comrade Berry may be more sin-
cere than I believe the late Josh Billings
to have been, and as the ecopy of the
Daily - People containing 'my . criticism
only cost him two cents and the copy
containing Comrade Johnson’s criticism
of my article the same amount, Comrade
Berry is indebted to -the Daily People
office for the sum of $1.98. A prompt
remittance is in order, as funds at that
location are always at low ebb.

But now ¢ the point. Comrade Berry
regards as a merit of Comrade Johnson's
article that “she’ did' not advocate the

as i8 intimidated (intimated ') in Com-
rade Ollendorfl’s reply.”

I believe I am quite right if T under-
stand the term “Unity Committee” as
used by Comrade Berry and others as
one designating a committee for the
purpose of negotiating a union between
the Socialist Labor Party and the So-
cial Democratic party, and of such a
committee therc is no mention whatso-
ever in my article. Not even the term
is used by =e. .I said: “I fully recog-
nize the dangers besetting us, entering
the camp of the enemy, the bogus party,
to drag forth our own, but I cannot see
another way, I am not in favor of any
‘flirting, association or compromise’ with
the Social Democratic party as it is
to-day.” Does tlat sound like the fan-
guage of one who is in favor of union?
Does one unite with the enemy? It is
totally incomprehensible to me how any
judicious, intelligent, careful reader can
detect in my article the slightest lm‘
ing in favor of any *“Unity Committee

; But 1 said: “But I am in favor of the
!p’ointmant of a committee in accord-
ance with the advice of the International
Convention, for the purnose of exthang-
ing views with a similar committee of
the S. D. P. And I do not doubt but
that our delega’ss, no matter who they
be, will emerge from these meetings un-
gcathed, and that their words at these
meetings, if arrangements for a wide
and proper publication can be made, will
go far, very far, towards opening the
eyes of the deluded followers of the
backboneless, before-the-fakirs-cringing
leaders of the 8 D. P.

And now let us see what this “Unity
Resolution” says:

The Congress declares: “In order that
the working class may develop its full
strength in the struggle against cap-
italism, it is necessary there should be
but one Socialist party in each country
as against the parties of capitalists,
just as there is but one proletariat in
each country,

“From these reasons all comrades and
all Socialist organizations, have the im-
perative duty to seek to the utmost of
their power to bring about-this unity of
the party, on the basis of the principles
established by the International Conven.
tions; that unity which is necessary in
the intemts of the proletariat to which
thcy‘ are respousible for the disastrous
consequences of the continuation of di-
visions within their ranks.

" “To assist in the attdnuent of this
aim, the International Socialist Bureau
as well as all parties within the coun-

creation of any ‘Unity’ Committee, such |

tries where unity now exists will cheen

fully offer their services and cooperation.
Bebel, s
Kautsky,
Enrico Ferrl,
V. Adler,
Troelstra,
Vandervelde”

In the light of this resolution thers
exist two Socialistic parties in the Uni~
ted States, for it was framed by a con-
gress which seated the delegates of twe
parties from this country, claiming te
be Socialistic. Furthermore, as far as
I know, the delegates of neither party
were instructed to protest against the
admission and the seating of the dele-
gates of either party, nor was this done,
wherefore it was but the duty of the In.
ternational Congress to recognize them
both. i

But the Socialist Labor Party de~
nounces the Social Democratic Party—
and rightly so—as a bogus party, and
the S. D. P. returns the compliment by
calling the 8. L. P. a ring-ruled, mori-
bund organization, inimical to tradss.
unicnism.

Thus the cause of Socialism suffers,
men become bitter, extreme, one-sided,
and honest workingmen are misled
But ilhe International Congress has
placed a mighty weapon in our hands,
By electing a committee” to defend our
attitude, we can almost compel, under
the unity resolution, the S. . P. to
also elect a committee for the same pur-

-pose, these committees to meet in joind

open session. This is the committes
which I advocate, and 1 do not doub$
but that the deliberations of this com-
mittee could not but materially bel?f
the cause of true Socialism, 8. L.
Socialism. - Certainly, . the privatf,
owned press of the 8. D. P. would, t&'\
a large extent, do its very best to influ.
ence its readers by garbled reports in
favor of its own party, still I am satis-
fid that some of the papers, as for ex.
ample, Ford’s, would bring reports truth.
ful or at least nearly so. Furthermnors,
these hundreds of young men and women
“giving their strength and mind to the
movement, honestly desirous of Socials
ism,” as Comrade Johnson justiy re-
marks of the S, D, P., would want te
hear the other side, the 8. L. P., by its
own mouthpiece, the Daily People. The
benefit - eventually accruing from this
alone, would be inestimable.

The fact is this:

The Bocialist Labor Party, while it
is the gole representative of true Social-
4sm, does not represent all true Social-
ists.  “Those comrades who wouid look
upon. ihe-entirg’ fiembership of the So-
cialist Party as Kangaroo, must bave
been frequenting the haunts of Rip Van
Winkle for the past_five years,” Comrade
Bohn pointedly remarks. But, because
the Socialist Labor Party does not rep-
resent all true Socialists, therefore “that
unity which is necessary in the interests
of the proletariat” does not exist and
it becomes the duty of the 8. L. P, to
establish the same, in order that the
working class may develop its full
strength in the struggle against ecapi-
talism.” This the S, . P. can do*by
defending its attitude, with both particSey
as an audience, and compelling the 8,
D. P. to do likewise, using as a means
for cornering the shifty Kangaroo, if
necessary the Unity Resolution: “To
assist in the attainment of this aim, the
International Socialist Bureau as well
as all parties within the countries where
unity now exists, will chee:fully offer
their services and co-operation.” The
S, D. P, if we go wish, must defend its
Socialism, if we attack it in the name
of unity, and if it tries, what is not
unlikely, to evade the issue, we can
make it “stand up and deliver” by ecall-
ing to our assistance such men as Bebel,
ete., who offered their services for this
purpose,

Is this flirting? I csn only refer, “in
common everyday English,” if Comrade
Fay will have it, to any standard die-
tionary,—he and and any other com-
rade who should persist in calling it so.
Is this method of reaching the honest
men and women of the Social Democratic
Party honorable? and if not, why not?
Will Comrade Berry kindly explain?

To sum up:

First—Our attendance at the Amster-
dam Congress puts upen us the moral
obligation to take under consideration
the recommendations of that body.

Second—Our tacit recognition of the
Social Democratic Party as a Socialistio
party at this congress bars us from the
plea, as far as the participants of the
congress are concerned, of not being af-
fected by the Unity Resolution.

Third—The Social Democratic Party
being a bogns parly, acting under the
Unity Resolution, does not mean to join
hands with it, but to compel it to ghow
itself in its true colors to its dupes, so
that all true Socialists within its ranks
will find their rightful place in the So.
cialist Labor Party.

1 have nothing further to add, except
that 1 hope the comrades will consider
this proposition cooll¥ and without prej-
udice, from one standpoint omly: that
of the welfare of the Socialist Labor
Part ; i

G, Olleadorfl,
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1 'the Old Country.” The English worker,
'} as we Socislists know, was practically

disfranchised, - therefore, the only effec-
tive resistance he could make against
his capitalist exploiter was through his
economic ofganization, the trade union.

In the early days of capitalism, when it

was weak, this trades union resistance
was more or less effective, but wiuu the
growth of capitalism for the worker to
depend upon this, weapon alone is use-
less, especially in this country where, by
reason of the electoral franchise, the cap-
itallst ¢lass cannot rile except by the
consent of the working elass.

The 1668 converition of minérs, having .

no other side of working class tactics
than those they had brought with them
from Great Britain, proceeded’ to apply
such ideas anrd policy to the situation
Siney argueéd
‘that it was the over-production that
caused the fall in prices and led to wage
reduetions, and that the thing to do was
to .control the production instead of
striving by the strike to restore wages
once  these wndition: had forced them
down. Based upon this wrong  concep-
tion of the cause of the trouble was or-

ganizezd  the wpi-kingmmc Benevolent:
| Association, which was afterward known

under a charter as the Miners’ and La-
borers’ Benevolent Association. = Its con-

| stitution set forth as” its objects: to

‘méintain & standard of wages, to pro-
vide for sick ‘and disabled miners, and
to care for their widows and orphans.
As an evidence of how crude was their
conception:of the real nature of the strug:
gle betwéen themselves and the oper-
ators we may qnota Article .1, of the
'eomtitutioa'ol the Summit Hill branch,
which stated that “the object of the
society is 10 make such arrangements as

will enable the operator and the miner-

to rule the codl market,” an expression
of thé idea-of the so-called unity of in-
terests between the capitalists and the
wage workers ‘which in pure and sitnplo
unionism mmva to this day.

Soehlb;l know, from a vast experi-
ence, how, penlstenﬂy the "leaders of
pure and simple nnim shut off all
eriticism of thdr own acﬁpm, and of
trades unioh poliu-. when an svmred Bo-
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* | canmot rule without the consent of the |
worﬂngdm and through the political

iponnee of the wm-km, due to the in-
ﬁnuco,ol piire and limple trades union-
kn.tbeworkcnhmﬂonrhtheiru-
ploiters ‘the power which is used to

| erush themselves. But despite thelr “no

polities it the uzion” ery the labor lead-
ers are forever dabbling in capitalist

politica and- thus directing the attem-
tion of the workers away from working,

‘class, pnlitidl. The law books are plas-
tered over with labor laws, most of them

stamped by the court N. G., and to-day’

‘we have an A. F of L. Gompers seexing
an cight-hour uw at tlie hands of Re-
publican- Danoenuc capitalism; - postal
employes 'petitioning for higher wages
and urging the political defeat of con-
gressional candidates they consider in-

| imical to their interests, and so on and

#0 om. Thus it is of interest to motice
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| ‘the . Workingmens’ ' Benevolent Associa-

tion was declared July 1, 1868, for the

| enforcemeént of a political ‘measure—the

State eight-hour law, which had just |
then been ‘enncted by the Legislature
through the efforts of the miners, and
which the operators refused to obey.
‘The strike failed, but the author does
Mmuwhﬂhamtmymuued

out to support the violators of the law,

a8 ‘was done years after by Governor
m of New York, when the switch-
men struck at Buffalo to enforce a State
ten-hour law. The author correctly sees

! h!&dihmnrl&hdthnlmun

‘and’ wh_tt cur-

not a perty to the agreement, This
action of the Wyoming men show how
far the idea of the solidarity of labor
had penetrated among the coal miners,
The Wyoming field men are, however,
the backbone of the union to-day, as will
‘be shown further on. To better umler
stand’ the “sliding scale” we will quote
the author: “At this time contract
miners working ‘on the mammoth vein
were receiving fifty-seven and onc-half
cents. & ton (forty-eight cubic feet);
company miners (those workiug by the
day), sixteen dollars’ a week; and in-
eide laborers fourteen dollars a week.
Fot' the Lehigh fields these wages were
to prevail when coal sold for five dollars
a ton at tide-water (Elizabethport), with
an increase of fifteen per cent. for every
one dollar advance above that price. In
the Seliuylkill field Port Carbon was the
basing point and three dollars a ton the
selling: price of coal; for every twenty-
five cents increase over this price wages
were to advance five cents a ton. Wages
were not to be affected if the price at
cither basing point fell below the basis
rate.” For'the rest of 1860 by this slid-
ing secale arrangement the miners re-
ceived twelve per cent. more than the
basis wages,

Of course, this didn’t suit the oper-
ators, for in 1870 they proposed that the
Schuylkill field basis be made two dol-
lars: a tom, equivalent to from twenty-
five to forty per cent. reduction in wages
which the workers refused to consider.
The operators offered to improve their

proposition somewhat, but ‘still insisting
on a: wage reduction; the workers re-
fused to reeede from their position and
on April 2 the Schuylkill operators elosed
down until Adgust 1.  The miners in the
Lehigh and Wyoming fields continued in
.operation. In July an agreement was
reached, the three dollar basis was to
remain, but with an eight and one-quar-
ter per cent. sliding scale for . _u move-
ment of twenty-five cents in the price of
coal, whether above or BELOW the basis.
The price of coal soon went below the
'basis and remained there, The workers
had evidently figured on the price gding
up, but' it went down and they agreed
to accept the consequences of its' going
down, 80 they suffered the reduction in
‘wages. Out of this Schulykill lockout
came, says the author, what is believed
‘to ‘be' ‘the. firit lﬁncd joint agreement
‘in the history of coal-mining in this
fountry. = It was signed July 29, at
- Pottsville, between a committee of the
Workipgmens' Benevolent  Association,
for the miners, and a committee of the
Anthracite Board of Trade, for the oper-
ators. The union agreed not to stand by
\‘m discharged for “incompetency,”

d workmanship,” “bad conduct,” or
“other legitimate cause.” Each man was
to: work regularly; and mines earning
‘desighated ‘amounts ebove one hundred
dollars a wonth, excluding expenses, were
to be reduced from ten to forty per ceat,
The operators agreed not to discharge
ahy man or officer for actions or duties
imposed upon him by the union.  The
-president of the Board of Trade and the
president of the Association of Schuylkill
County were to meet on the twentieth
day of each month and select five oper-

~ators from a list of those shipping over,

40,000 tons annually and en their state-
ment of prices at Port Carbon the rate
“of wages were to be fixed for each month.

But the “over-production” continued,
pﬂm fell and wages were lowered until
as'the author tells us “the leaders found
it impossible to' control the mine work-
ere, and they went out on a strike at the
beginning of 1871, the entire anthracite
region being invelved.” The Wyoming
fleld men were drawn in. not on account
of the sliding scale for it had never been
‘in force there, but becaiise they were
face to face with a proposed reduction
in. wages equivalent to thirty-four per
cent. on contract work. The Schuylkill
field operators attempted to treat directiy
with the strikers but failed. Then théy

began the importation of new men which.

was followed by “riots” and the calling
out of the State troops. The author says
the strikers got possession of the arms
of the soldicrs and marched to every
mine where work had been resumed with
non:union men and compelled a suspen-
sion ‘of operations. On April 17 Eckley
'B. Coxe, an operator at Drifton, and
President Siney, of the union, brought

‘together a joint committee of miners and

operators to arbitrate the questions at

\issug. The sliding seale and recognition
"of the "usion provéd stumbling blocks,

1 but Judge Wmhﬁ Elwell was selected

‘as umpire and on his decisions work was

‘| resumed for the Schulykill field, the slid-

‘ing scale was to'be onme cent for each

| three cents’ rise and fall in the price of

coal, with a two dollar and seventy-five
cent basis, but if the price fell below two
'dollars and tﬂnty -five cents there was

| to be no further fall in wages. ‘As before

“coal kept gohig down and local strikes

followed, _the léaders mot being able to
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hold the men to their “agreement,” but
for two or three years quiet prevailed
throughout the region—the quiet before
the storm.

1L

‘

The author points out that onls:
once were the mine workers of all three
districts united in a common cause; nor
were the operators a unit. While as a
class the operators had organized the
Anthracite Board of Trade, a number of
Wyoming field operators held aloof and
were ready to profit by the troubles in
the other fields, this the lack of solid-
arity on the part of miners made pos-
sible, But now entered o new and great
factor, which was to affect both the oper-
ators and the workers, this was the
railroads. The disturbances in the coal
regions had made the carrying of coal
very uncertain, and the railroads could
not depend on a regular revenue from it.
The Reading began to buy up coal lands
and enter upon mining operations, This
road had entered the region in 1842 and
when it began to buy the coal lands
other roads were coming in and compet-
ing for the traffic. When the operators
started to resume in 1871, the Reading
raised its rates treble at one bound. The
mines closed down and coal went up to
unheard-of figures. To allay public ex-
citenlent a legislative committee was
appointed which made a favorable report
as to the legality of what the road had
done. The operators were forced to sell
and to-day there is but a handful of
“independent” operators in the entire
region. The union now was confronted
with a powerful and most unscrupulous
foe.

Evidently the new order decided that
unionism should be stamped out and no
means were spared toward that end.
The organization itself was a weakly
constructed one, and dissensions were rife
among the locals of the different dis-
tricts.
that they could not place any faith in
the men of another and we have mo
doubt that the railroads fostered this
state of affairs. Siney seems to have
held them together better than anything
else, but in 1873 he was clected to the
presidency of the Miners’ National Asso-
ciation. The suthor hints that those
who followed him allowed the organiza-
tion to become a football for the cap-
italist political parties. Anyway the
work of the railroads in reducing the
operators and the workers went on apace,
murders were committed, breakers were
burned, and these were laid at the door
of the miners’ organization by the rail:
roads and by a “public opinion™ which
they, no doubt, had manufactured.

The author says these deeds were the
work of the “Mollie Maguires,” a secret,
oath-bound organization which flour-
ished in the region from 1866 to 1876,
and with which the union had no direct
connection, though some of the union
men are said to have belonged to the
“Mollies.” The “Mollic Maguires,” he
tells us, were principally Irish and were
really the Ancient Order of Hibernians.
None but Catholics were eligible to
membership and yet despite the opposi-
tion of the Church and its priests in the
anthracite region it flourished for ten
vears. The author makes the statement
in a foot note as follows: “Its secret
meetings, which planned murder and in-
cendiarism, were conducted with solemn
religicus rites, and its vengeance seemed
to be directed mainly against mine su-
perintendents and bosses.” = With our
knowledge of Standard Oil dynamiting
of rival concerns, of railroads burning
old cars in time of strikes, and many
more such instances we wventure the
opinion that the *“Mollic Maguires” were
not distasteful to the railroads and we
suspect that the men hanged as criminals
may have convenicntly been “connected”
with the “Mollies” by the railroad in-
terests who were auxious to be rid of
them. In 1875 the new order felt strong-
ly enough entrenched to venture a re-
duction in wages from ten to twenty
per. cent, ‘On January 1 & six months’
strike began in the Lehigh and Schuyl-
kill fields, At the end the miners made
a complete surrender to the terms of
the operators. The union disappeared,
and the railroads were free for twenty-
five years or more to give the indepen-
dent operators their medicine.

I

The English-speaking miners had de-
veloped a common standard of living and
liaving & more or less common knowledge

of the English language they could com-

_pare their standard of living with that

of workers in other occupations and
outside of the mining regious, but after
the overthrow of the union a néw ele-
ment was iutroduced in the coal re
gions—the Slav. They began to drift
in after the strike of 1875. The rail-

The men of one field complained ’
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roads found them more docile than the |-

old men, and, as we have learned often
before, they, no doubt, stimulated the
emigration of the Slavs, to which the
steamship conpanies lend ready assist-
ance by sctting forth the “grand pros-
pects” that await the worker who comes
to  these shores. The term “Slav,” as
the author points out, has come to be
applied to certain nationalities from
Southern Europe. The real Slavs are
the Slovaks, Croatians, :Serﬂ‘nm and
Slovenes. The Lithuanians, who consti-
tute a large proportion of the “foreign™
element in the three anthracite fields,
are not Slavs, nor are they Poles, nor
the Roumanians. In 1880 there were, ac-
cording to the census of that year, 1386
“natives of Poland” in: the Schuywill
field, in 1800, 5337. 1In 1890 of all those
peoples designated as Slavs there were
in the Schuylkill field 16,875 persons.  In
1000 their total number was 32208; and
in that year in the whole region they
numbered 89,328, and this stream of la-
bor into the region is not abating.

As the Slav entered the region the
English-speaking miners ceased coming
here and those here faded away as surely
as did the Indian before the white man.
The Irish show the greatest loss. This
is explained by the author as due, part-
1y to the determined efforts of the oper«
ators to force the Irish in particular out
of the industry as they had always been
the quickest to resent oppression and
were always the most “troublesome.”
How effectively the English-speaking
miners are being driven out will be seen
when it is stated that in 1880 they
formed ninety-three per cent. of the
foreign-born populdtion in the Schuyl-
kill field, while to-day they constitute
but forty-four per cent. Census reports,
State Mine Inspectors reports, railroad
and other statistics .which the author
has examined, all show that the Eng-
lish-speaking miner will soon be a thing
of the past.

The Irish, English, Welsh, Scotch and |
German mine workers, despite their

lack of solidarity had, before the coming
of the Slav, managed to wrest from the
employers enough in wages to enable
them to live in a certain degree of com-
fort." They liked their home life, liked
to see their families neat and were am-
bitious for their children. ILater arrivals
being of the same races were quickly
absorbed and soon made to conform to

the prevailing standard. In marked con-

trast to all this is the Slav. He gener-
ally comes from an agricultural environ-
ment barely supplying food, clothing
and shelter. The first arrivals came
alone,

" Without knowing why, he is drawn
into the anthracite region and put to

| work, be is berded in'a shanty or is at
| liberty to build a shack. The habits

of his previous life stick to him. He is
saving. The author found men to whom
the total cost of living was not over
four doilars a month. With a wage of
thirty - dollars 8 month they can save
twenty doilars, Of the Slavs who are
married the author compares their store
expenses with the English-speaking
miner's family. The latter ranged from
§18 to 872 per month and averaged $40
per month, the Slav's family ranges from
#241 to $10.97, and averages $6.63 per
month. The Slav wives do manual labor,
picking coal from the culm- banks, ear-
rying driftwood and in many other ways
help lessen the family cost of living:
The Slav woman goes barefooted in the
street and her garmients are only to
cover her. But the Slav with a family
can become infected ' with thc desire
for better conditions and then he 'is
ready to pass into what is left of the
Engliah-spcuking group. But the Slav
without a family is the most abject
creature of all.

The author calls attention to a very
important result that the lack of solid-
arity among the mine workers had upon
the skilled and unskilled. Before becom-
ing a miner it is necessary for a work-
er to have somo experience as a la-
borer in the mines. When the Slav first
came it was not only the mining ‘com-
panies that gave him welcome. Under
the contract system in vogue in many
mines the skilled miner was also able
to draw advantages from Slav labor,
The English-speaking miner, had he
stood against the Slav, might have saved
the day, not only for the English-speak-
ing Jabover, but for himself aa well, for
in time the Slav became a wminer and
as he had been a éheaper laborer ‘so he
was a cheaper miner.

1V,

It is interesting to learn how, in the
face of all these difficulties, the United

Mine Workers managed, in 1808, to get’

a foothold in the districf. Of course,

the Slav invasion was not unresisted by

the English-speaking miners, but it was
the Southern field that was first over.
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The Socialist Labor Party

and the pursuxt of happiness.

with which to work.

for work and production.

system-—the private ownership

benefit of the Capitalist Class.

the Capitalist (lass.

evolution, this system, through

We, therefore, eall upon the

quer them,

‘to threaten his home various methods

“induced the railroad presidents to grant

'Fifteen {Congregational churches have

and join us in this mighty and

of the people as a collective body,
industrial war and and social

fit of his faculties, multiplied
civilization.
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PLATFORM

Adopted at the Eleventh National Convention of the Socialist
Labor Party,

assembled, reasserts the inalienable right of man to life, liberty

We hold that the purpose of government is to secure to every
citizen the enjoyment of this right; but tanght by experience we
hold furthermore that such right is illusory to the majority of
the people,to wit, the working class, under the present system of
economic inequality that is essentially destructive of THEIR
life, THEIR liberty and THEIR happiness.

We hold that the true theory of politics is that the machinery
of government must be controlled by the whole peeple;
taught by experience we hold furthermore that the frue theorv
of economies is that the means of produgtion must likewise be
owned, operated and conirolled by the people in common.
cannot exercise his right of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness without the ownership of the land on and the tool
Deprived of these, his life, his liberty and
his fate fall into the hands of the class that owns those essentials

We hold that the existing contradiction between the theory of
democratic government and the fact of a despotic economic.

opportunities—divides the people into two classes: the Capitalist
Class and the Working Class; throws society into the convulsions
of the Class Struggle; and perverts government to the exé¢lusive

Thus labor is robbed of the wealth which it alone produces, is
denied the means of self-employmcnt and, by compulsory idle-
ness in wage slavery, is even deprived of 'the necessaries of life.

Against such a system the Socialist Labor Party raises the
banner of revolt, and demands the unconditional surrender of '

The time is fast coming when in the natural course of gocial
failures and crises, on the one hand, and the constructive ten-
dencies of its trusts and other capitalist combinations, on the

other hand, will have worked out its own downfall.

organize under the banner of the Socialist Labor Party into a
class conscious body, aware of its rights and determined to con-

And we also call upon all other intelligent citizens to. place
themselves squarely upon the ground of Working Class interests,

pation, so that we:may put summary end to the existing
barbarous class conlict by placing the land and all the means
of production, transportation and distribution into the hands

tive Commonwealth for the present state of planless produchon,

which every worker shall have the free cxercise-and full bene-
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of America, in convention

\

but again

Men

of the natural and soecial

the destructive action of ifs

wage workers of America to

:
|
§
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|
§
|
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noble work of human emanci-

and substituting the Co-opera~
disorder—a commonwealth in

by all the modern factors of .

field men moved North. The field from
which he came was bleak, dry, barren
and almost ‘devoid of any of Nature's!
attractions, © The Wyoming Valiey he
found beautifully blessed with the gifts
of nature. The Northern miner had )
strong’ ties binding him to the soil, he
had 2 home he would not willingly
leave and when the Slav invasion began

of defense were' adopted to keep the
Slav out. The Legislature was induced
to pass laws such as requiring a laborer
to work in that capacity two years be-
fore becoming a miner, and making it
necessary to pass an examination before
a Miner's Examining Board before be-
ing allowed to work as a miner. But
still the Slav came in and the last stand
made by the old timers was at its most
critical period when the new force came
in. It was the U, M. W. fresh from its
victory of 1897 in the soft coal fields.
The English-speaking mine waorkers
joined it a$ an instrument of defence
against the Slav, and o rapidly had they
got in that they forcgd the strike of
1000. Not only did the strike move-
ment start in the Northern district, but
the demands of the miners mentioned
grievances that the Slavs could not ap-
preciate the need of remedy for. Oa the
first day of the strike the Northern
field became idle, but it was hard work
to get out any of the Slavs in the
Southern field.  ITudeed, remarks the
author, had it not been for the great po-
litical interests at stake the strikers,
in spite of tlieir organization, might have
failed utterly. The leaders of the Re-
publican party, fearful that the strike
might have a bad effect upon the election,

some of the demands of the men. That
gave the U. M. W. a firm foothold in
the district. The Slav- shared in the
advance gained, then he became inter-
ested in maintaining it, 20 that in the
1002 strike he was as good a unionist
as the English-speaking worker, and this
{ime the strike was for an increase
of wages and reduction of hkours for ALL
workers in and about the mines.

' In the main the Slav population at the
‘mines is Catholic, so greatly Catholic
that the cperators would like fo cut
out about twenty-eizht of their church
days which are observed faithiylly.

hllan away in the hard coal regions.

largely attended WcTsh churches are all
but disbanded and the Irish Catholics
are complaining that their church is
{ falling away. St. Patrick’s Day, which

used to be the celebration of the year
within the region, is a tame day now.

. The Catholics bring their parochial school
., with them, and whether such forms of

schools are good or bad, some of these
have one particularly bad feature—
they teach no English to their pupils,
public school teachers report the Slav
children are as bright as any others.
The author sees cause for alarm in the
Slavs as a political factor, he thinks
they cast the votes that are counted
for the Socialist party and the Social-
ist Labor Party in the district. ‘A few
Slavs may vote for Socialism, but we are
inclined to the opinion that it is the
old- inhabitants who havé been through
the capitalist mill who are doing that.
By the author’s own showing the Slavs
who vote are tools of Republican and
Democratic politicians.

We are not averse to the Slavs voting
for Socialism, on the contrary; we would
welcome their adherence to our cause
as quickly as that of any other worker,
the fact is simply that we do not think
they are voting for Socialism yet. So-
cialism, which, we can see from a read-
ing between the lines, the author fears
is something to be dreaded.

The strongest bond in the region to-
day, he thinks, is the bond of union-
ism, but how effective it will prove
when the present eased-up conditions
pass the author does not venture to say.
His plea is not for the retention of the
English-speaking miners, their suprem-
acy iz past, but he does think that such
supplantings should be dome with less
injury to the supplanted, but must not
capitalism have its pound of flesh and
have it quickly? What cares it for cone
sequences? The author fails to note the
large part played in the 1002 strike by
the soit coal inlerests other than to

show that the Pennsylvanin road was

more than compensated by the increased
soft coal traffic. The book contains an
account of the part played by President
Roosevelt in the 1002 strike. And his
final conclusion is that unrestricted im-
migretion had better be looked after.

J. H.

The People is a good broom to brush
the cobwebs from the minds of the
workers, Buy a copy and pass it arounds



WEEEKLY PEOPLE, SATURDAY,

FEBRTU

A RCYE vl Dyl
nftlr »

:eulved and accepted. | From W, Grifs
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“Labor Party, calls upon the

‘otgumlm Bas now boen on the
rond for quite some time and the ex-
X pmmr mude has been that the time is
ntre than favorable for continuots, un-
interrnpied effari.  The working class
in ferdent, cager to learn and often
for our teaching, Ve must not
tiitold it from them for tue sake of
 few dollars it will take to conduct
K. Send in your dimes ant
, s and. dollars. ‘l‘rv to interest
ur friends and shopmates. Collect some
t 1 payaavs for this fund. Con-
_ta small sums at regular intervals
in short, resort to whatever
u%ﬁma seemis feasibla and Wi pring re-
Mhts. thus far the fund has done guite
, bk it shonid be better. |1t wil
do better if more men and women take
and lielp confribuie and colinct.
j¢ voleano ¢f the American Labor
vement  is nmhling amd is often in
ton. We ean help along and ™rease
ihie pressure LY Iucreasine ONT activity,
“ spread our press and litevatuxe, build up
iy organization, and furnish the means
all these thing with. ¢
the National Executive Committee,
. P. Henry Kubn, National Sec'y.

DATES FOR COLORADO.
Feb. 16-23; Colorado Springs
.‘Puc‘Mo. Feb. 25 to March 3;
, 5-8; Delta, 8-10; Montros:
Gund Junction, 12-15,

and readets of the chcsly

inlhlt sense of the word.
il Martin Hutwits,
Acun: Sacwm 's E C

Avaes

o
i

o | publid

bers, fricads and lynxpathiurl of the*

ukenomu HclptomnkeCom-'

der and inquiry about W, P, Evans.

Same was received and matter regarding
W. P. Evans looked into. From John
Pearce, Organizer of Section London, no-
tifying the N. E. C. that Section London
expelled F. J. Darch for nccepting nom-
ination for municipal office on & ticket
other than the Socialist Labor Party.
Received and filed. From Thomas Bat.
ker, Organizer of Section Vancouver,
sending #2.50 money order for 50 due
stamps and the list of officers eélected
for the ensuing year. Receive«l and
filed,

Becretary reported having nplkd ta
W. AL’ Griffiths and Thomas Barker of
Vancouver and R. J. Kerrigan of AMon-
tresl

Secretary was ovdered to write “'m-
nipeg, Hamilton and Toronto, in refer-
ence to party affairs; also to write to
and send leaflets to Bert Roberts, 8. 8.
Thomas and to A. Benton of South-
would.

As time has expired the Secretary was
ordered to proceed and tabulate vote on
amendments and seat of N. E. C. at
once, it ¥

W. D. FORBES,
Recording Secretary.

STATE COIIMITTEES AND SECTIONS,
TAKE NOTICE!

UP TO DATE, THERE HAVE BEEN
NO RETURNS ON THE N. A, F. MAT-
TER WORTH MENTION AND IT IS
IMPDSSIBLE TO GO AHEAD WITH IT.
THUS, POSTPQREMENT OF THE
PFINAL DATE BECOMES INEVITABLE.
A MEXTING OF THE COMMITTEE
'WILL.BE CALLED AT ONCE AND AN-
NOUNCEMENT MADE IN THE NEXT
ISSUE OF THE WEEELY PEOPLE AS
TO THE ACTION TAKEN,

BECRETARY.

A CINCINNATI ISVITATIOX. -
- oction Cincinnati 8. L. P. wishes to

lextend an invitation td the readers of

the Daily and Weskly Pesple and also
to the metnbers and sympathiters of the
Party to attend ita Lance, tp be heid

 Naturday eveflioz, Mavch 4, 1003, sl
Qdd Fedow's. el y.e, he\eu.h aind 2.
sitcels. i

Now that the time is ripe f.l. the car- ;
nmg on of aue piopigitids aimong tie |

alibeist of the Wouniag c.as, it s 1o
e LoDyl thae shy wus all perious ree
»i.li:'g in (uunut!, Newpat, Colng-

o ton and ﬂu..m (who are interested in

qiru&lng the ._.luenee of the Bocialist

| Labor Party and tle Bocialist Trade &
| Labor Alliance, will be on Land to aid
{ithc Section in ity initial codeavor to

raise the sinews to carry on the fight

50 | against the capitalist system. 7 .

Tickets can be secured from F, Stein-
bach, 1800 Elm street, from all party
menibers and alsé at the door of the
Hall on the evening of the Dance.

Mnklim 25 cents,

' MInmwt Commithe.

MA IN FOR WORK,
' The menibers of Section Philadelphia

are Baebyhotiledtobeonhudwly
| at the meeting of February 19, at Fra-

ternity Hall, 1036 Germantown avenue,
The 'meeting will start at 230 P.M.! A

| Mixed Alliance, B.T.&L. A, will be
W uur the  mection adjourns.

‘Now ‘is the opportunity for us to take
»mm—nnmqmumm or-
the’ workingmen. 8o be on hand
and take part in the great work.
Edmund Beidely

E

page' 5.
., WICHITA, KAN&—-M
insue” or edition of
The Peaple containing the lettors on the

Chicago Maniféto. These will be pub-

lished in the Daily on two or thres days

in the week, if they come in miuch faster,
then, possibly, every day. They will be
ed fn the order of their dates. As
_of those published in the Daily,
mvealmtly go into the next

WHAT 1S CAPITAL?
(By Feavinaxn LASSALLE.)
(Continued.)

Iates like a pendulumi. but with great
irregularities, and ils many changes very
often have unpleasant and ruinous con-
sequentes for the individual capitalist;
for he may be forced to sell lis wares
when prices are low and may not be
dble o place his wares on the market
when prices dare- high. ut this only
concerns the indiviital; the capitalist
class, as a class, is not affected by it;
for it is at such times that the smaller
capitelists are crunshed. and tle suprem-
acy of large capitais over small capitals
is established. -

Ax regards eapital, these oseillations
in prices compensate one anotlier on the
dverage, and not a single hour of Inbor,
not one drbp of the.sweat of thie worker
is lost to eapital; they are all paid
back to eapital by the consnmer. IF this
be the position of the capitalists as re-
gards the consumer, what is it that de-
termines the proportion of the proceeds
of the product which shall come to the
worker? What is it that determines
and settles the wages of the worker?

Under the present system -of pro-
duction the avernge wages are limited
Ly an iron law to the netessary means
of subsistence, to the minimum of food,
ote. Tlis has been disputed by certain
peiitien] oconomists. In opposition, they
ursert that the price of labor is repu-
liled by the demand tor it. The pesple
who assert this look upon labor as they
du upen auy other kind of merchandise
‘or wares, its price it determined by de-
mand and supply. But what is it that
régulates, that determines, the market
price between demdnd and supply? As
we have nlready secen this is determined
Ly the cost of preluction. There is only
one measure for everything that comes
on the. market, whether it be Chirese
porcelain, American cotton, assafetida
Clrenesian glave- :;lrls. or European work-
«rs; that measure is to be found in the
demantd for and tke sapply of the ar-
ticle, and the average relation of de-
rand and supply (s altimadely  dever-
rned by (he «ost o production.

How nive,i, Whef, «es it cost to P
duce a worker?  Evidently just so much
a8 s required Lo onable another work
tu (»b:uin the "t olitely  neceskir,
moaisd of svheisier oo for himself o
Lis fwnilyl  Give Mm this and he w
provide the v . geter fast eno)¢l
thsueh not solely, perbaps, for the capl-
talist's suke, and will not even require
to be tempted by a profit, as do the pro-
ducers of other wares. In short, wages
under free competition, or the cost of
production of labor, consists salely. ir
the cost of producing workers,

Where it is customary to employ chil:
dren in' the fuctories, then a fresh caleu-
Iation is made, It is very soon found
that the father does not require the
means of subsistence, say, for a family
of average number, but can do with less
as the children themselves contribute
towards their own support.

It requires mo explanation to show
that of all producers the seller of la-
bor is most unfavorably situated unde:
the = mystem of competition. Where
Would thé seller of other wares be if
they could not keep their proauce back
when the demand was slack? The sed
ler of labor cannot do this. He must
sell. ' Hungér compels him. Further,
when the price of labor rises, it only
‘mnkes the Jot of the workers ulthmxtelv
worke, for It brings about an increase in
the mumber of workers. Neither need

* | we expluin how' it is that no charitable

employer can alter this. Whogver at
tempts to do o is struck down by, the
dagger of ‘competition.

Under free competition, the relation
of an employer to the employed is the
same as to any other mierchandise, The
worker is work, and work is he cost
of its production, 'This is the Jeading
fTeature of the present age. In former
times the relations were those of man
to man: after all, the relations of the
-slave-owner ‘to ‘the slave, and of the
feudal Iord to the serf, were hunaz,
The relations in former times wore hu.
man, for they were those of rulers: to be

ummz of the slaves and serfs proves

| thia; for anger and love are human pas

sions; and those ill-treated in angor
were
‘still treated as men, The cold, imper-

| sonal relation ot the employer to the

employed, as to a thing which s pro-
duced like any other ware on the m?u

| ket, is the specific and thoroughly in-
hmhln feature of the Middle Class Age.

" The Middle Class hate the idea of a

- 1 State; they would replace the State by
| & Middle Class society permeated with
| free competition; -for in a State work-
| ers are still treated as men, while un-
| der the Middle Class regime the workers

are like any other merchandise, and they
are uhly taken into consideration sc-

wmg to the cost of production.

1 '4'1_-0 Bo couti.-.uea Next Week,)

. The market price of a product oscil-

riled; they were relations between one
| man and another man. Even the ill-
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Three hundred subs to the Weekly
People were secuted during the weok |
ending Saturday, Feb. 11th. It is beiter |
to keep up to the 300 mark than to fall
below it, but why not climb up a iittle
higher? Why not 400 a week? It takes
time for the comrad:s to pull themselves
together, but there are indieations that
they ate doibg so.-now. If we all get
down ta work as quickiy as possible, the
circulation of the Weekly People can be
greatly increased. The recessity should
be explained to every member, especially
new members, of getting readers for our
party organ.

F. J. Finert of Kirksville, M. sends
nmoney order for 50 cents and writes:
“l beieve my subswiption expires in
March and, having beea a veader of your®
splendid paper for nearly a year, I would
not be without it.” This sub:criber's
comments are like many others. \We
only say to them, if yeu consider thit
the Weekly People is doing valuable
work, get your friends and acquaint-
ances interested in it and make them
réaders also.

Comrade C. W. Ensign of Rotterdam
Junction, N. Y., remits §3 to pay for

six yearly subs and writes that he ex-
pects to get more later.
Comade Tobin of Attleboro Falls,

Mase. also sends in six subs,

Fired Drown dends in seven for Cleve-
innd, OLio. Frask Bohn, sends iu six from
Ranaas.

Carl. Oberheu of Milwattkee sends in
five. His section has been sending in
quite a number -of subs lately. Let
every section fall in line.

Conmade Olerding of Trenton, "IN,
sends a dollar to pay for -nmplc coples
of the issue of Feb. 11, containing Robert |
Randell’s speech in the convention de-ﬁ
nouancing Mitehell. They will be sent to |
members of the United Mine Worke sl
organization, Wi Veal nf Collinsville,
HL, takes 100 of the same issue to cir-
culate among the miners in Lis locality,
CUomrades Bea Frankferd of Last St
Louis, 111, and N. M. Eemberg of Jersey
Uity, ench take 100 copies.

Up to Feb. 11, we have receiveil orders

for 1,501 extra copiés of this issue,
. Rentemiber that you can have the
sadly People maied to your addiess
e month for 40 ceats, or three months
ior Bl

Threp months” subs for the Weekly
nitist be written on the blauks provided
for that purpese. If you teed ntore
blanks, ask for more when sending in
subs. . The fund now amounts to $197.03,
35 cents having beéen received and $10.-
05 used 'up duting the past week.

The following suggestions are made in
order to facilitate the handling of corre-
spontlenco:

DONT—

Address letters intended for The Peo-
ple or Labot News Co. to any individual
or employe connected with the institu-
tion.

DON"T—

Make checks or money orders intend.
ed for the Dlll) People or Labor News
Co. payable' fo individuals or employes.
DON'T—

" Mix up in oné and the same letter,
business pertaining to the National
Executive Committes, editorial and busi-
ness office of The People, the Labor News
Co. and sundry otheér things.

Reason—We have no army of clerks
to ‘make extracts and distribute among
the various offices; time is money and
life is ghort. REach office wants its cor-
respondence on file for future reference;
but if you persist to cram all in one
letter, only one can have the original,

Remedy.—At least write on separate
sheets of paper matters intended for each
of the following:

N. E.C

Peaple Editorial office,

People Business office.

Labor News Literature Department.

Labor News Job Printing Department.
and properly address each sheet.

DON'T forget this, .

LABOR NEWS NOTES.

A splendid ot of orders were re-
ceived last week, particularly from the
West, and they are ordering the proper
tMng, too:

San Francisco takes 200 “Ihe Burn-
ing Question of Trades Unionism™ and
150 other pamphlets; Los Angeles takes
100 “Burning Question” in a '$0.10 or-
der; Tacomn orders S0 pamphlets, in-
cluding 50 “Burning Question;” Butte,
Mont., orders 100 “Burning Question”
and 20 “Two Pages from Roman His-
tory;" Mlnnupolh wants 100 “Burning
Question;” Denver orders 2 “Women
Under Socialism” and 50 “Burning
Question;” Troy, N. Y., takes 50 “Burn-
ing Queqtnm 3 Comnde Offen, of Pal-
myra, N. Y, gets 25 “Burning Ques-

tion;” Fall River, Mass., orders 60 pam- |

philets, inclnding °4 #Barning Question;”
Syracuse, X,

| about the So:lalist Trade & Ialbnr Al

e e

Neow for tiie Sue books.
a very good "start:  Cleveland took 25
of “The Gold Sickle” and 25 “The In-
funt’s' Skuli;” Comrade Dehly, of Se-
attlh took 10 “Infant’s bl‘ull” and 10
“Gold Sickle:” Indianapalis took 6 of
each; Duffelo, & of eachi; Minneapolis,
3 of each; Scheneetady, N. Y., 8 of
each; and Delroit, 2 “Gold Sickle.”
There were a Jarge unmber of orders
for one of each, some being accompanied
by small orders for pamphlets or leaflets,
btit these are the princivle orders.

Now Jet ‘everybody hustle for thesze
Listorical books, They merit it, Some
comrade in every séction should make
it. his special work to sell the Sue
books.

Don't forget that the literature on
the Paris Cominmine should be going out
at this time,

HOW TO GET SUBSCRIBERS.

To aid the Weekly People extend its
cireulation; order a bundle for distri-
bution among your friends,
small bundles are as follows:

We made

Rates for

5 copies, 3 months. ............. £0.65
5 copies, 6 months............. 1.30
T, 3 PO oeassnniacsiss, 2,59
10 copies, 3 momtha.............. l.-if)
10 copies, 6 months............. 2,50}
10 copies, 1 year..,... e e & 5.00 |
25 copies, 3 months............. 3.25
25 copies, 6 months............. 6.25

Large bundles:
100 coples or over, 3-4 cents a copy.
300 copies or over, 1-2 cent a ropy.
One of these copies distribmted judi-
ciously for a few weoks,
vou to secure n new subscriber casily.
Try the bundle order idea,

UNIONISM AND POLITICS.

(Continued from page 1.)
much es its political exponent disgraces
the word “Sovialism.”"—And obversely,
sgain, it will be fouad that the eco-
nomic organization that is reared upon
this plan nnd conducts itself by such.
a rule, has for its political exiirlation the
only exhalation that can possibly pro-
ceed from such a mephitic stomach—a
“Socinlist” party of broken sword, at
whose councils the capitalist in the fleld-
murshal's tent of capitalism is repre-
sented by his labor-lieutenants, drilled in
his intercst in his guild countersearps
in froat.

Leb's now bring the test to the touch-
stona of the St, Louis so-calied Socialist,
alins Socinl Demoeratie, alins Public
Owncrship party, municipal platform,
Ofie of its planks will Co for all tie rest.
It reads:

“No persons shall be employed on any
street railway within the city of St.
Louis who have not been resident citi-
zens for at least one year prior to the
time of their cmployment.”

The plank was admirably punctured,
as a political declaration, by the Helena,
Mont., “News”, who, alluding to the
pretences of “International Socialism”
set up in the platform, points to the
contradiction of “capitulist citizenship,”
advocated in the said plank, Of course,
“capitalist citizenship” is a thought at
fisticufls with Socialism; it is of a picce
with the proposition from the same
quarter, introduced at Amsterdam and
pronouncing against  “inferior races,”
but howied down there. The plank, how-
ever, goes a step further. “Inferior”,
or ‘“superior” races, none shall work
on the St. Louis city. railways, who is
not & “citizen,” besides a resident of
at Jeast ono year. The bare thought
ruptures the solidarity of Labor; it is
the spawn of bourgeois conceptions; it
is to Socialism what Hell is to Para-
dige. What, according to the test under
consideration, must (be found as the
controlling and inspiring material foun-
dation for such “ideality”t Nothing but
a system of economic organization that
mimics capitnlism, and that is all the
more obsceng because of its being an
imitation. Does the test stand the test?
To perfection. The material basis for,
or economic organization of which the
8t." Lonis so-called Socialist, alias Social
Democratic, alins  Public Ownership
party municipal platform is the polit-
ical whiff—is the Gompers misnomer of
A. F. of L, “Unionism.”

The test will be found. true wherever
applied, and the opportunities to apply
it are not a few. Conspicuous, latest
and mutually supplementary opportuni-
ties were offercd in May and in July
of last year when the so-calied Seciadist,
‘alias  Socinl Democratic, alins Publie
Ownership party met in national con-
vention, adopted a political declaration
redolent  of bourglois single-taxism,
and, obedient to the labor licutenants
of capitalism at that national conven-
tion, shi¢lded the Gompers monstrosity
from harm, while two months later the
Socialist Labor Purty, in national con-
vention. rssembled, adopted a platform
that was the political reflex of the bona
fide Trades Union system of economic
orgnniution. upon which it rests, and
‘whm princlplu it boldly declared, °

g ATTENTION!
Wue werkers residing in Greater New
York and vicinity, desiring information

will enable !

\
i
i

} Market street Room 40. Open day and
; evening.
| vived.

Seetion @a!endar

(Under this head we shall publish
standing advertisements of Section head-
quarters, or other permanent announce-
ments, at a nominal rate, Tha charge
will be one dollar per line per year.)

New York County Committee—=Saonnd
and fourth QMmdurn 8 p. m, at 8.0
New Reade streat. Mnnhnttnn.

Kings County Committee—Second and
fmu'th \'n.urdnrs 8 p. m., at headquar.
ters, 813 Park avenue, Brooklyn,

General Committee—First Saturday in
the month, at Daily People building, 2-6
New Reade street, Aanhattan,

Offices of Section New York. at Daily
People building, 2.6 New Reade sirect,
Manhattan, *

Los Angeles, California. Section head-
quarters and publiec reading room at
205%. South Main street. Public educn-
tionnl meetings every Sunday evening.
People readers are invited to onr rooms
and meetings,

San Francisco, Caiif., 8. L. P. hend-
quarters an d free reading room 8§50

All wage workers cordiall in-

Chieago, 111, ST L7 P.—Secction Head-
| quarters, 48 West Randolph street. Busi-
ness meetings 2d and 4th Friday of each
month.

Section Toronto, Can., S. L. P. meots
in Room 3, Richmond Hall, Richmond
strect W, every second and fourth
Wednesdays.  Workingmen cordially
invited. .

Sec. St. Louls,
every Thursday,
Street Room 6.

Sec. Cleveland, Ohio, S. L. P, meets
every first and third Sunday of month
at 856 Ontarin Street (Ger. Am. Bank
Isidg.) top floor, at 2.30 P. M,

Trcoma, Wash,,”Section headquarters
and public reading room corner 12th and
A street, room 304, over Post Otlice. Open
every evering. All workingmen invited.
Business meetings every Tuesday.

Mo, 8. L. P.
8 p.an. at 307y

meots
Pine

Section l’:u.nlm.w. ﬂ. l.. mccts at 77
Dyer street. room 8. Something going
o every Tuesday night at 8.00 p. m,
2nd and Ath regular business, others de-
voted to lectives and discussions. During
the winter a Seience Class every Wed-
resday night.

Meetings (each month) first and third
Tuesday night, at 2035 South Del. street,
third floor, lndimmpu!u Ind.

Detroit, Mich., “Socialist Labor Auxili-
ary Reading Room, reom 10 avenue
Theatre Bldg. ,\Woodward avenue. Open
every evening, Sunday all day. Diseus-
sion upon interesting topics gvery Sunday

evening. All are welcomes

KINGS CO. TO ENJOY ITSELF.

Entertainment and reception,” under
the aunspices of Section Kings County,
S. L. P, to be held at the Socialist La-
bor Club rooms, 813 Park avenue,
Brooklyn, on Washington's Birthday
eve, Tuesday, February 21,

The following talent will appear: The
Zeceller troupe, Miss Norma Sadter, vio-
linist, and others.

Tickets, 15 cenfs.

The Committee,

ALAMEDA €O, CAL., ATTENTION.
Socialist  Labor Party mémbers-al-
large and sympathizers of Alameda

(’ounl\, 'nl, are called upon to meet
at €. A. Jolnson’s home, 2131 Peralta
street, Hnl.'..nd, Cal,, on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 20, at 10.30 A. M. The formation
of an 8. L. P. section will be discussed,
and a temporary orgnnization ereated,
Plans to aid Organized Bohn’s work in
this vieinity will also be made. Note
time and place. Be sure to attend!

—— —— —— e
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Ebe Paris Commune

By Members of the

LEO SCHULTZ, CONDUGTCR:

Under the Auspices of the

SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY
:<§%§§Dzm.v PEOPLEééé
Sunday, March 19, 1905.

3P. M, at

GRAND CENTRAL PALACE

Lexington Avenue, Between 43rd and 44th streets, New York.

Vaudeville to follow Concert.

Philharmonic Orchestras

cians

-

he

Ball at 8 P. M.
25c. Hat Check I0c,

troduction of Frederick Engels.

By Karl Marx, with the elaborate in-

cludes the First and Second manifestos

It in-

of the International Workingman’s Asso-
clation, the Civil War in France and the
Anti-Plebiscite Manifesto. Near his close
of the Civil War in France, turning from
history to forecast the future, Marx
says:

“After Whit-Sunday, 1871, there can be
neither peace nor truce possible between
the Workingmen of France and the ap-
propriators of their produce. The iron
hand of a mercenary soldiery mny keep
for a time both classes tied down in
common oppression. But the battie
must break out in ever growing dimen-
sions, and there can be no doubt as to
who will be the victor in the end—the
appropriating few, or the immense work-
ing majority. And the French working
class is only the vanguard of the modern
proletariat.”

Piice,

|
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‘new llzorh Labor Mews Co.

2,4 &6 Mew Reade Street,
Rew Eork City.
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