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‘A Member of the Cpaft Addresses his

. Pellows—Full Review of the Situsation
of Labor in Geneéral and the Shoe
Workers in Particular—A Wise Pro.
posed Amendment to Constitution of
the Boot and Shoe Workers' Union.

Greeting—

The question of what to do with the
unemployed is the vital one before the
world to-day, and in the solution of that
question the wage-workers are the most
deeply interested.

Wages are heing reduced and con-
ditions are getting worse, not because of
the smartness of the employers to worst
the trade unions, but because of the
large number of hungry unemployed,
who are begging for o job, many of the
unorgunized offering to work for any
price, until the employers get sick of the
question,. and put out signs: “Keep out;
no help wanted."” ;

It is not surprising that these employ-
ers (who shut their eyes to the fact that
the smaller the wage the iess shoes they
can sell), shonid take advantage of the
gltuation, and

i i CUT US DOWN

' just because they can, If the situation

5 were reversed, and employers were

* hunting for workmen &t any price, we

(% . would probably secure better prices and
vonditions, and it would not be because
of any partioular smartness of the trade
union either.

' "here are twice a8 many shoe manu:
fatturers and twice as much capital in-
vested than the demands of the market
require; hence !

FIERCE COMPETITION
among these manufacturers.

The result must ultimately be com-
hination, and the squeezing of the weak-
est down into the ranks of the wage
workers, and finally from the employed
workers into the idle or tramp class.

The manufacturers caunot reduce the

. #ost of the material or of the machin-

; ‘sell have got'thelr og%‘thor-
oughly organized and qmlntaln a trust

They cannot reduce rents, taxes or
interest, because these are dependent
tpon legizlation, which is controlled by
the capitalistic class, in the success of

“whom they are directly Interested.
Their energy Is therefore expended
along the line of least resistance, and
_the full force falls upon poor, divided,
over-crowded linbor.

How shall we provide remunerative
emplovment for the unemployed is the
Question. The Lynn Lasters’ Union, if
true to its past record, must

TAKE THE LEAD.
in proposing a solution. If we can se-

of our men and the conditions under
£, which we will consent to labor will be

* easlly adjusted, and life will be life, in-
¢ stead of a lingering death from slow
~ suicide, caused by work and worry.

. The unemployed need everything that
~abor produces. ' They are anxious and
able to produce it. The country has

AN ABUNDANCE
of natural resources idle. Our inventive
genius is unsurpassed. Why are we
suffering for the nocessities of life?

Simply because the opportunity to pro-
duce is controlled by a few sharks for
their own private gain.

We don't blame the sharks one half
A8 much as we blame the millions of
eltizens who allow the sharks to exist
and control,

It costs as much to try and raise
money enough to fight the money of our
¢ combined enemies, and pay for food for
vm unemployed, which we must do if
‘We keep these hungry unemployed from
seabbing our jobs when trying to right
g8 by means of the strike,
It costs us nothing to vote!
There are many of us on election day,
and our enemies are few. The most
cesaful trade union of the future
?: ;'equlre its members to make use
eir

VOTING POWER
well as their money power and their
hood

ou have elected a labor man as Mayor
because you are sore over the treatment
Tecelved from manufacturers and from
powers of municipal government,
ho clubbed and fined you into obed-
of the unfair manufacturers’ de-
i He can do but little be he ever
80 good, on account of not having exist-
Ing laws in favor of his ideas. ;

_ We have the voting strength to con-
the powers of government and
Place industry in control of the people,
ead of in the hands of private cut-

and combines, .

How much longer shall we suffer

t—want of work, want of food, want
ng and want of life?
many more of our fellow men
N8t commit slow suicide by facing the
siuman conditions caused by the com-
H Wage system, before you will'
brave enough to lay aside your pre-

un collective ownership by
. of the opportunity to produce

‘ Aourselves and families; and
L into the obligation of the Boot and
Workers' Union a clause which

® do solemnly swear that we will
I0te for any of the old capitalistic
and we pledge ourselyes by all

< hereafter, that we will vote
® Socialist- Labor party and lts
W, and do all in our power to

cure jobs for the unemployed, the wages .

ol .-efad in life and by our hope

3

expel from our ranke any member who,
.alter fighting our enemies all the year,
turns round and helps them into power
and control on election day.”

If we can approach the unorganized
with a plan of action of this kind, we
can

ORGANIZE THE CRAFT.
We have then unanswerable argu-
ments. We can hold up ahead of our
preliminary moves, organization, strike,
boycott and union stamp the grand prin-
ciples of the Co-operative Common-
wealth, where no one need go hungry,
or cold, or homeless or out of 'a job,
only those who refuse to work.

We want new methods aad new hopes
ahead of the workers, to put'fresh cour-
age into the hopeless and disheartened.

The way is plain; the end an assured
success. Our votes are so0 numerous
that we cannot fail if we unite in this
direction, and it won't cost us anything
to try. Let us unite before our right of
suffrage is taken away from us.

The popular idea among trade union
leaders is to engraft out of work, travel-
ling, sick and death benefits on to our
organization. That means a large in-
crease of dues.

When those who are so fortunate as
to have jobs decide to contribute enough
from their small earnings to care for
the unemployed, they undertake a big
job, and one that will be ever on the in-
crease so long as the competitive wage-
system exists, It means more chipped
in collectively from our already small
wage to enable all to live through the
ever-lengthening periods of depression,
80

THE SLAVES
can be in good condition when business
starts for a few weeks.

I don't believe in this. We can add
our voting strength to the many good
things we have already got, and it won't
cost us one cent. It will frighten our
enemies into better treatment, because
they realize we have the power—easy—
to take industry out of their hands en-
tirely, and are commencing to make use
of that power. It will call to our sup-
port a world-wide body of men who have
buried the gquestion of race or creed,
who understand the true principles of
political and Industrial warfare, who
recognize the class struggle, and who
know that ours is a revolutionary move-
ment to conquer the powers ol govern-
ment and place industries on a

CO-OPERATIVE BASIS.
where the people produce for use, in-
stead of for private profit. A body of
men who are determined to work for the
emancipation of the wage-worker by

ggr&k?uqmgtmm untilwe 4

I recommend that Local 32 propose an
amendment to our constitution for the
consideration of our next convention in
accord with the above ideas, and that
each member study the true

MEANING OF SOCIALISM
free from all prejudice, and become
convinced of 1ts practicability and
beauty,

We do not need to give up any of our
present weapons, but just make use of
one new one.

The Socialist who becomes such a fan-
atic that he decides to work against his
class on the industrial field, and help out
the unfair employer by scabbing a job
deserves our condemnation.

The trade unionist who makes use of
his political power for the benefit of
our oppressors also deserves our con-
demnation; only it has not yet become
80 popular to look with disfavor on him
as it has on the industrial scab; how-
ever, there is a healthy growth in that
direction. i

Man was cursed by being told that he
must labor; in the sweat of his brow he
must eat bread.

There are four millions unemployed
in this country looking for.a chance to
get In under the curse, so as to get a
little bread—and they can't find the
chance.

Every inyention which enables one
man to produce what it formerly took
one hundred men to produce, ought to

. LIGHTEN LABOR f
in the same proportion, until the curse
was nearly removed,

But the opposite is the result, owing
to our system of industry. Each labor-
saving machine increases the unem-
ployed, and makes oppertunity less. Ir
the inventive genius of the future
should enable us to produce goods
simeply by pressing a button, the most of
the people would starve because none
could get a job, even while it was so
very easy to produce all which hungry
humanity needs, Isn't it absurd to allow
present conditions to continue, when
all that is necessary is for the people to

OWN THE BUTTONS
and press them for themselves?

The employers themselves would be
better off because their ability, if they -
have any, as .they claim, to man-
age industry would be needed under
Socialism, and that ability would re-
ceive ample and sure reward. The fierce
competition which causes them to lie
awake nights planning how to come out
squara at the end of the year would be
removed. '

Many of our members object to So-
cialism because they aré prejudiced
against the name or have some personal
dislike for those who advocate it, and
if asked the simple question: What Is
Socialism? are not able to answer.

I kindly request you to read and study
this subject, and thoroughly under-

s

' stand before you decide and condemn.

In the meantime let each do all he can
in the Industrial field for the organiza-
tion and financial betterment of the
Boot and Shoe Workers' Unilon, so that
when we reach that happy time when,
unitedly we enter the political field, we

_shall have no regrets for any past ne-

lect of duty, and will have that respect

gor the cause and for each other, because

of past efforts and suffering together,

which will enable us to overcome every

obstacle placed in the path of progress,
" Yours 'mp%'.m and Life,

; ED. S. CARTER.

ONPING

On the Trail of the Aspiring Politician in
Brooklyn.

Mr. Edward M. Grout, of Fishy Capi-
talist Antecedents, Seeks Notoriety
and an Office by Booming the Glasgow
Plan of Municipalism—-He is Run
Down by & Socialist.

This is the story of the game of pol-
itics as played in Kings County:

It'is an in
careful study of the
and of sympathizing Socialists in par- |
ticular.

When you have studled the facts in '
connection with it, you will readily see-
the foolishness of the “ope thing at a
time' idea and the stupidity or knavish-
ness of those who propose to help the
people by any other method than &
struggle on class lines,

There is a gentleman in Brooklyn
named Edward M. Grout, well and fav-
orably known to the politiclans of the
City of Churches and hunger. He was
the standard bearer of the Ring Demoe- '
racy in the last "Mayoralty campaign. |
He is a corporation lawyer of note, and i
made quite a name for himself after the .
trolley strike by his defence of the mem-
bers of the 13th regiment when they

were tried for the murder of young }i

Carney, who was shot in Hicks street by
the militia while engaged at his trade
of repairing roofs.

“This eminent citizen, for reasons
known to bimself, conceived the

of stirring up sentiment in favor of*“TH
public ownership of street cars, gas aﬂ(1
electrie light plants in the Greater New
York" a la “Glasgow plan,” of course. 3‘

It did not take long to set the wheels’
of agitation in motion.

There is a large and ever increasing
army of disgruntled office seekers in
Brooklyn, who are ready at a moment's
notice 1o jump in and work for any man
or) set of men who can promise them.
some pap in the event of success. There-
is also a number of well-meaning’
cranks who profess with tears in their
€yes that they “are as good Socialists as
you are.” But, alas, you are not going
the right way about it. 'They propose
you should try “direct legislation,” ‘‘co-
operative colonies,"” “single tax,” “mun-
icipal ownership.” “initiative and refer-
endum,” “government banks' — anys’
thing, in short, but the classconscious
demand of the workers that the cap®
italist must step down and oft, that
demand emphasised by the revolutions |

<
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That a scheme of municipal owner-
ship such as Mr. Grout proposes should
meet with the hearty indorsement of
those gentiemen is not to be wondered
at. They had furthermore the promise
of support from the policy shop, “Citi-
zen,” a paper owned and controlled by
the Hon. Judge Delmar and other ring
politicians of Brooklyn. The next
thing in order was the starting of the
“Citizens' Democratic League” by the
cranks and office seekers afore men-
tioned. Everything was now ready for
launching the scheme,

The ball was opened at a “citizens’ "
meeting in the Jefferson building, on the
second week in January. Mr. Grout
made a very able speech, which was
published in full in the “Citizen" the
following day, with the announcement
that Mr. Grout would repeat his speech,
before the Democratic League two
weeks later.

Up to this all was plain sailing. But
Nemesis was after Mr. Grout and his
peculiar collection of pink tea revolut-
ionists, or single taxers, populists, ete.,
ete., ete. Nemesis took the form of a
young Socialist, who had the red card In
his pocket and his head full of facts,
and sported an Irish brogue, The time
for questioning having arrived, the fol-
lowing incident took place that caused
the first puncture in Mr. Grout's public
ownership proposition:

Soc.~—Mr, Chairman, I would like to
ask Mr. Grout a question. Before doing
80, I wish to lay down one or two
premises on which to base my question.
They are as*follows: The electric light,
apart from its public function of light-
ing the streets, is the light of the rich,
as' it is only In the parlors of Columbia
Heights, the Park Slope and the mil-
lionaire residence districts that we find
it. Gas is the ljght of the middle class
and fairly well to do. It is in flats rent-
ing from §18 to $50 a month that gas is
burned. Oil is the light of the very
poor. The longshoreman, the porter,
the helper, the washwoman, the strug-
gling widow. As you understand those
premises and bow acknowledgment to
them, kindly answer this question: Are
vou in favor of the public ownership of
the most damnable monopoly of them
all—The Standard Oil Company?

The effect of this plain statement and
logical question on those men present
who had no axe to grind, who came
there as disinterested spectators, was
wonderful. They jumped to their feet
electric with the energy of hope. The
hope that seemed to come into their
hearts for the first time that in the ap-
plication of this simple proposition lay
the solving of the trust prombem. They
waved their hats, they cheered again
and again, utterly oblivious of the fact
that Mr. Grout was standing waiting to
reply.

The reply came-—a nail in the coffin’of
the hopes just born. It was in sub-
stance that the proposition of his was
merely a local one, one applying to the

‘Greater New York, and therefore he
“could not say anything about the Stan-

dard Oil Company save this, that the
Standard 0il Company owned some gas
companies. We would take them from
them, of course paying them interest-
bearing gold bonds for them. This
reply gave birth to several other ques-
tions in the Socialist’s mind; but as the
single tixers and populists all wanted
the floor, any more questions was ruled
out of order by the chairman. :
Thus ended the first Socialist attack '
on Mr. Grout; the second, in which he

[" STNE, CAPITALS

Gevernor Pingree’s Plan to Save 2
f Drowning Class.

The Uncertainty of Property. Bred by
+ Capitalism, Reaches Such a Point in
‘these Days of its Maturity that it
Seeks to Identify Itself With the
s Government which it Owns.

DETROIT,. Mich., Feb. 16.—I . have
undertaken to get articles criticising
the present system printed in capitalist
and pure and simple unionist papers,
Occasionally I get them printed right;
oftentimes they clip them: sometimes
they change them, and then again they
refuse to take them.

The following article was returned by
the *'Detroit Evening News" as “too
long;"” they wanted to clip it: it was re-
turned by the “Free Press” after it had
lain on the editor’'s table for a whole
week: they gave no explanation.

This is the article:
| Please allow space for the following
‘eriticism of an article which nplmnrml
in the “Evening News' under the*head-
ing “"Monopoly Encourages the Growth
2 Soclalism.” It states that “‘the public
‘must be protected against the public-be-
damned policy of a quasi trust which
‘controls the market."

This 1 agree with, but the “News"
.confuses Socialism with government

y'ownership pure and simple, and hence

Jts reasons for the excusableness of

‘municipal ownership are false,

Corporations and trusts encroach and
vhave encroached upon the rights of the
¥ndividual continually. But the incon-
isistency of the present system lies
¥ deeper than its simple inability indi-
.cates to protect the interests of the busi-
ness men, by giving them cheaper light,
| water, telephones, etc.

The necessity for Socialiem may be
found in the necessity to establish’ a
system where consumption corresponds
with production. It isin the irregular,
Anarchistic method of production and
distribution which we have to-day that
lies the weakness and inconsistency of
capitalism. The interests of the busi-
ness man, as well as the interests of the
workers, demand a “return 1o prosper-
ity.” but “confidence” means something
more than ‘“prosperity.” Prosperity
means that the people enjoy a certain
something, a certain equipment, which
enables them to buy and consume as
much as they have produced. This
‘equivalent was not restored to the people
‘of the United States at the last elec-

hard times. Nor can this be restored
before Socialism is Inaugurated.

When politicians claim that the shops
will be opened, and that the opening of
the shops will enable the workers to
spend money, i. e., buy necessaries with
the money they have earned, and in this
way consume the stores of goods that
are ou hand, and creating a demand for
more to be manufactured, they reveal
their ignorance of the present economic
system.

When I say that “the workers should
receive the full equivalent of the pro-
duct of their labor in order to be able to
consume and create a continual de-
mand,” I take the workers as a class,
and allow for the reproduction and im-
provement of machinery and the plants,
and for the distribution of the com-
moddities.

The wages of the workers of this
country are 17 per cent, of the total re-
tail price of their products; they can
therefore not consume any more than
their 17 per cent. exchange equivalent
will buy;: the buying of 17 cents' worth
at the old store means the adding of 100
cents' worth to the new or general
store,

Under such conditions it is necessary
that the remainder. amounting to 83 per
cent. of the total product, be disposed
of in some way. The most popular way
to dispose of it is to find another market,
but some goods decay, ethers are re-
turned to the workers in consideration
of the production of more new machin-
ery, new railroads and new shops, while
still others are consumed by an army of
men that do no useful or no productive
work, and they receive this portion of
the remainder of the commodities from
the capitalist class or capitalist govern-
ment, in consideration of performing
certain, to the capitalists, useful or
pleasing services,

All of the above named functions, in-
cluding the consumption of a part of the
capitalists themselves, are working first
rate, but the two main ones are coming
to an undesired stoppage; they are de-
creasing enormously; and now the
whale army of political economists, 1. e.,
of the conservative hue, finds Itself at
sea and wonders why things are coming
about just as the social science of the.
Socialists has predicted long ago.

The extension of the market into new,
undeveloped or barbaric parts of the
world for the products of capitalist in-
dustry has stopped; international cap-
italism prefers to build factories where
labor is cheapest and freight can be
saved. i

The building of the means necessary
to transport the goods to these markets,
together with the machinery, shops and
other buildings that this necessitates,
and which formerly re-employed many
‘of those thrown upon the street by the
introduction of machinery, is very much
a thing of the past also, unless improve-
ments are made, which revolutionize
railroad or steamboat transportation en-
tirely. i

Capitalists are forced—through com-

_petition and the struggle to survive—to
cut the wages of labor still lower and to
introduce more wage-saving machinery,
in spite of the fact that the market is
overstocked with goods. This means
that they must curtail the consumptive
power of labor still more. §

It must now be clear that it is equal
to wishing to fly to the moon, to be hop-
ing for prosperity to return under the
present system, unless something hap-

met him in debate, will be published
in next week's PEOPLE. A, H.

y ik

pens to make all present non-producers
increased consumers, and creates a
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great demand for certain commoditias.
A world war, for instance, with mil-
lions of men under arms, might do it,
But this sort of prosperity would be of
short duration.

Nor can government and municipal
ownership, pure and simple, make any
difference so long as the wages system
Is allowed to exist. The interest on bor-
rowed capital, the rent for buildings and
land. the profits pocketed by the em-
ployers directly, and even the taxes, out
of which caplitalist politicians are patd,
~—all are deducted from the total value
of the workers' products: the amount
left is given to labor as wages, so that
the workers may reproduce as much
labor-power as the capitalists may need
to satisfy the desires of his class,

Socialism is a state of society where
the people own and operate the means
of production and distribution collect-
ively. Collective ownership and opera-
tion of the means of production and dis-
tribution bar out the opportunity to
profit by the work of some one else.

Government ownership pureandsimple
necessitates the issuing of bonds, the
interest on which, together with watch-
dog politicians’ salaries, must be de-
ducted from the workers' returns. This
allows some of the bondholders and
their political hirelings to live upon the
labor of others, just the same as before,
and this destroys the equilibrium be-
tween the consumptive power of labor
and the total amount of products, leav-
ing the present state of anarchistic pro.
duction and distribution unimproved.
This is not Socialism but State Capital-
ism. !

The difference between present cap-
italism and “State capitalism” is this:
While now the uncertainty for the in-
dividual to retain or lose propegty ex-
ists, and profit-making is not certain,
except when the capitalists are taken as
a class, under “State capitalism™ the
State — the whole capitalist class,
through its representatives—takes upon
herself the functions of guaranteeing
the preservation of the capitalist's prop-
erty and the payment of profits thereon.

It is to the Interest of the matured
capitalist class to inaugurate “State cap-
italism,” and it will try to inaugurate
such a system just as soon as it becomes
aware of the actual condition of so-
ciety. On the other hand, however,
hunger's goad in the workers' flanks
will influence and encourage them to
cut the last strings that bind their class
to barbarism. The sufferings and misery
of labor, and even of the middle class,
during the last days of capitalism are
the worst that the world -has ever seen,
The oppressing uncertainty of lving
forces everybody to take part in its ab-
olitlon.  Even if the attitude of the

" been o I

; meverthes
less they have been searching for light.
The clouds are breaking, and clearness
of aim is rapidly taking the place of
confusion. Not philanthropy, but ne-
cessity and self interest on the side of
the largest, most numerous, clags forces
revolutions, The inauguration of Seo-
cialism implies a social revolution.

M. MEYER

GRAPHIC.

Importance :t the Principle of the Class
Struggle Illustrated.

Philadelphia, Feb, 14.—The following
occurrence should help to enlighten the
workers in picking thelr way across the
tangled field of politics:

This is a fresh and interesting in-
stance of how the “workers are worked.”
A finely dressed gentleman called at the
office of Cigarmaker's Union No, 100 on
Monday. The kid-gloved gentleman
asked when and where the House Paint-
ers' Union meets, he was informed that
the painters and decorators meet every
Wednesday evening in the hall adjoin-
ing the office, *“Well,"” said the gentle-
man, “that {8 what I am in search of.
I am a house painter, I do not belong
to the union. I am sorry I néver was a
member, but I want to join just as soon
as possible. I am going to do all I can
to get the people to join in my end of
the town, I think us working people
should all get together at once and see
if we cannot do something for ourselves.
I think the union is a splendid instftu-
tion and all workingmen should belong
to it.”

His auditors were interested and
much gratified to hear the new convert
wax warm on the theme of thorough
organization.

He said: "1 will surely be a member
on Wednesday," thed producing a card
he continued, “by the way, friends, 1
am a candidate for in the
Ward, and I think the organized work-
ing men could ‘and will advertise my
candidacy and. introducé me to our
friends in my Ward, as us workingmen
must all stand together if we expect to
get anything.” :

This announcement was received in
such manner that it is believed the
thermometer in the next block fell sev-
eral degrees, and the gentleman imme-
diately left the office, it is presumed, to
get warm.

The card left in the office informs the
dear workingmen that this gentleman
is a candidate for Common Council on
the Democratic ticket and next Tuesday
is election. J. M. B.

The papers announce under the ap-
propriate heading of “Flower's Bon-
anza,” that Harry Foiger, the seeretary
of the banker Roswell P. Flawer, dia~
icovered by accident & rich deposit of
gold in Canada; and they add that the
two “will work the mine themselves.”
They will own it, and will work the
workers, would be correcter, and pres-
‘ently each will try to squeeze the other,
as eapitalists are accustomed to do.

The receipt of a sample copy of this
paper is an Invitation to suoscribe.

PEN ETTERS

Addressed to the United States
(1] P GE.IP_B. »”

No. 1—T0 THE POLITICIAN.

Patriotism is not Love for the Physioal
Soil, It is Love for all its Inhabitants
~The Politician is so Strongly At
tached to the Soil that he Sesks o
et out of it all he can for Himeelf,
Though the People Decline and Perish.

- Dear Mr. Politician—In the provess of
evolution, which has led us up te our -
present social condition, I do not hlame
you for any misconception that may
have crept Into the inner chambers of
your head as to the meaning of the word
patriot. Neither do [ intend to jump at
the conclusion that you are a patriot.

I prefer to analyze you, and let the

people find out for themselves Jjust

where you are at, Should they discover
that you are a patriot, in the troe sense
of the word, I wish you God-speed, be-
cause you are in the noble occupation
of guiding the destinies of a great
people. But should they discover that
you are not a natriot in the true sense
of the word; then I shall conclude that

you are a traitor to your fellow men, o

hyprocite and a self-seeking trickster,

and say: “The devil take you; you are a

hinderance to social progress; a parasite
on soctety, and not only a worthléss,
but a harmful fellow.”

What is patriotism? The generally
accepted meaning of the word is love of
one's country. Now, here I8 where we
want to get at you. What s, one’s
country? If the land, mines, ratiroads,
bulldings and wmachinery - are -one's
country, and you stop at. this coneep-
tion of it, then, Mr. Politiclan I 'betfeve
you love it with all your heart; that you
really try to get all ymi can:out:af it;
that what you do get you hayg.on to for
dear life; that you w,on‘lg'ecvu_ g0 80 far,

]
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army and sl ot one another down at
your bidding, llke so many nine-pins, to
help you to hang on to it, hecanse you
love it so.

Oh, what love this man inherits;

Oh, what wealth he thinks he merits:
Dare he tell us how he got it? :

If he won't, we'll make him drop it

If you ars willing to condescend to the
taking of bribes, lobbying bills, selling
franchises, misappropriating publie
monies, over-burdening your constitu-
ents with taxation, and grabbing ali you
can of your country for your own. use
and benefit you are not'a patriot-at all,
and the people don't want you. You are
a relic of barbarism, and the only way
you can be saved from oblivion I§ to
come over into the new light of Soelal-
ism. g

Come and learn to understand that
your country includes every person wWho
lives in it. Every indlvidual, whatever
his color, creed, or nationality, Is en-
titled to equal natural and social oppor-
tunity to produce from what he needs
for his wants; is entitled to equal jus-
tice and an equal chance to develop Him-

§ self physically, mentally and morally.

The whole people of your country are
one family. The operations of produe-
tion and distribution should be orgam-
ized systematically and carried on fer |
the whole, collectively, instead of in the
present haphazard jumplity-jump way
for the benefit of a few cliques who con-
trive to legally rob the producers of
all the surplus wealth they produce;
juggle it among themselves, and use it
for the purpose of further expropriating
the earnings of the toilers,

I don’t care what old thing of a polit-
ical party you have previously bﬂow
to, nor what old political hobbies you
have previously ridden, if you are wiil-
ing to be drawn out of darkness, selfish-
ness, injustice and oppression into the
bright light of justice, order and com-
mon sense contained in Soclalism—then
there is still hope for you,

The great battle is rapidly coming on,
not only In this country but in every
civilized nation. Stand up and be & mai.
Say which side you are on—ecapial's ar
labor's. If you are on the side of cap-
ital, look out for the ballots that sre
going to bury you forever. If you stand
by the working class you must give
all hopes of boodle and office. Thepe
will be nothing but justice and L]
economy. You may yet, if you bury your
past, help to bring about the great revo-
lution that is going to clear the way for
the resistless progress’ of social evolu..
tion. Take the side of right; be a true
patriot, let us all learn te snjoy, collect-
fvely, the great beneficent gifts of
nature and society. f Cpec]
. PHILIP JACKSON.
Rochester, N. Y. X

i

The Secretary of the Treasury had
‘selected the picture of Cyrus H. MeCor-
mick for the $10 silver notes that are to
| be issued. Mr. McCormick was chosen
as a representative American f(n-
ventor. No sooner was this known
when protests began to shower on | he
Secretary, and he stopped the
of the notes. This American “Inventor™
is protested wmmmm‘!‘lﬂ ;
‘he is no inventgr, and only the ap-’
propriator of other peoples' inventiohs.
McCormick Is, of course, & rich man.
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* In the skull of the fraud,

. ley Martin ball has cost is variously

. Bradley Martin ball furnishes undeni-

_ the pockets of only 250 other people.
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SOCIALINT vo;r‘rx IN THE UNITED

| STATES,
In 1888 (Presidential) .. ..iciieee. 2,088
In I890.......covvnennn ane ... 13,331
1n 1892 (Presidentiul) 21,137

A L 388
In 1898 |I'residentialy.... 36,663

Teuth ls tough, It will not break,
like a bubble, at a h; you may
kiek it about all day, llke a football,
‘amd It will be round and full at

evening. G :
—————————————————————
THAT PER CAPITA.

At a time when the gorgeous Bradley
Martin ball was casting its shadow be-
fore it, and within the very week when
that displayful event took place, the
New York .“Times” appeared with an
article entitled “The Progress of Thirty
Years,” arguing that “the whining and
grumbling among the American people
in these days" was groundless, and
seeking to prove the point with statis-
ties, Its statistics are to this effect:

“In 1867 the money in the country was
$20.11 per capita; in 1896 {t wos $32.86—

an increased affluence of $12.75 per in-
habitant;” and much more td the same

purpose.
The'deceptiveness of “averages” as a
measure of prosperity has long been

dy -

100 people, 1 of whom has $1.000, and
the remaining 99 have $1 apiece, the
average wealth in the room would be
Yet the fraud upon the intel-
of pointing to this amount as an in-
dication of the financial status of each
person In that room is palpable. Of
thi¢ nature are the “averages” tl;at cap-
ftalist official political economy revels
i, The “Times’ " average, coming to-
gether with the Bradley Martin ball,
puts in hand a club with which to cave

The amount of money that the Brad- |
estimatedy the lowest figura Is $500,000.
The number of people-—hostess and
guosts—whose pggregate expenses foot
up ‘this grand total, is at the utmost
260. On fn average, these pecple must
have spant $2,000 & plece. Tet us con-
template the fact. 4

The per caplta of money o  the
country Is $32.86; the 250 Bradley-Mar-
tin-Ballers, each of whow had $2.000.
must have been each in possesslon of at
least $1.967.14 more than his “‘per cap-
ita' entitied him to, or an amount al-
most equal to the “per capita” of 60
other “per caplta holders.” To bring
oftit these facts i equivalent to demon-
strating thrée principles worth memor-
izing:

First—In so far as the “‘average” or
“per capita” argument fmplies that a
certain amount of wealth is ACTUALLY
ENJOYED by each and every cltizen, it
suggests an unqualified falsehood. The

able evidence that, in this instance
alone, an amount of enjoyment, equiva-
lent to at least the aggregate “per cap-
ita” or “average” enjoyment of 15,000
inhabitants, was confiscated by 250
other people.

Second—In so0 far as the “‘average' or
“per capita” argument implies that a
certain amount of wealth ACTUALLY
BELONGS to each and every cltizen, 1t
points the finger to the fact that the
working elass is robbed by the capitalist
class, The Bradley Martin ball fur-
nishes undeniable evidence that, In this.
instance alone, an amount equal to at
least the aggregate “per capita” or
“average” of 15,000 inhabitants was in

Third—The working class supports
the capitalist class’in life and in luxury.
The Bradley Martin ball was paid with
moneys that of right belong to at least
16,000 people who were not there, and
were not allowed in.

Thanks are due to the “Times" for
having trotted out the capitalist “per
capita” fraud at a time so seasonable to
knock it dowa and illustrate sound So-
clalist economics. ¢

SOME MORE HINTS TO SENATOR

LEXOW.

The “Trust Investigation” is going
on with undiminished clatter, but Sen-
ator Lexow « is giving unmistakable
signs of his being about the end of his
tether. If things go on this way: the
“Inyvestigation™ will soon come to an
abrupt ‘énd. We wish to come to the’
aid of the “Investigators.” Already

3

of themeelves during the strictly com-
pee .ive period of their career, come (o
an end jo the Trust. The Trust trane-
forms the menageérie of capitalist wild
and ‘warring anfmals into ‘a veritable
“happy family" show. But the fact re-

mains concealed. 'Noné 1s more abxious |
than the befriended capltalists to allow
| the impression to rémain that they are

at war with one another. The false im-
pression is necessary 1o keep the work-
ing class divided. The knowledge that
the capitalists are actually united would
be immediately followed by the union
of the workers. No greater calamity
could befall Messrs, Capitalists. This is
the gecret of why the shams of Deémo-
cratic and Republican. divisions are
kept up by them. By making the work-
ing people imagine that the two parties
are different, they can he played against
themselves; and for this reason the cap-
italists mount opposing political plat-
forms regularly at every campaign, and
the two sets cenounce each other like
fishwives. Now to our hint.

Senator Lexow can prolong tite “In-
vestigation” indefinitely, ard afford the
people valnable information, thus pleas-
ing himself and us, by putting the fol-
lowing questions to Mr, John E, Searles:

“Name the quantities of stock held in
the Sugar Trust, the Standard O1l Trust
and the Pullman concern by the Demo-
crat Cleveland, the Republican Rocke-
feller, the Democrat Brice and the Re-
publican Pullman?"

“What were you traveling belween
Chicago and Waghington for during the
Chicago or Pullman strike?”

“*Name the Silver bugs who hold stock
together with Gold bugs in the several
Trusts that you are the lobbyist for?”

Senator Lexow could immortalize
himself by putting and insisting on
these questions, and on the further
questions that the answers will sug-
gest. ¢

- SOVERBIGN, THE CLOWN.

Mr. James R. Sovereign has once
more meteorically shot through the pub-
lic firmament. His fake organization
of K. of L., so called, is so wholly col-
lapsed that it offers no further oppor-
tunity for self-advertising; the silver
mine baron's campaign’ has turned out
80 disastrous that its heap of ruined
platitudes is now too low a stump from
which to do any more hotlering; and his
own reputation: for knowing what he
talks about is so discredited that he was
running great risk of wholly sinking
into oblivion. But he wouldn't. Some-
how he.got himeclf into the public press
again. And, to draw attention to him-
sell, he now turns up lu the role of a
blind Cassapdra, up to date, seeking to
horrify the people with blood-curdling
prophesies. He'lhforms the people that
they have lost frith ju the lot, that
he 18 the reetplent of untold invitations
to Join ® raw-hone and bloody secret
soclety, and, ‘llke Artemus Ward's
tragedian, he struts across the stage,
shouting: “Berlood, largo; berlood!”

The people have not lost faith in the
ballot. What the late eampaigu did
teach was that middle class politics are
suicidal: they scare the middle class
itself, away, and rivet the large masses
of the working g:llu to the capitalists,
It taught eloquently that ),he working
class can be united and held together
only on an outspoken revolutionary
platform. The 'mugnificent Socialist
vote, all things considered, settles that.

In the second place, Mr. Sovereign is
not getting any such letters as he says,
at least not in ahy such numbers. Mr.
Sovereign belongs to a clown class that
can't count. We know more such. Each
of these looks at himself in the glass
and imagines he sees a whole regiment,
and says, and is sllly enough actually

to belleve, that the ‘“people” are all’

there with him, It is barely two years
ago when this identical Sovereign was,
according to himself, the recipient of
“hundreds of thousands of letters,” from
all parts of the country, by working-
men who were “flocking to the standard
of the K. of L." One-thousandth of
these would have kept the order wup.
Yét the thing has run down so low that
Mr. Sovereign's salary had to be cut
down, and there is no money coming in
to pay even that little,

Finally, to imagine Mr. Sovereign on
his feet in case of a real outbreak Is
funniness itself. At the first nolse he
will erawl behind Jack Haye's petti-
coat, and the two will creep under the
nearest bed, fearing that the police are
at last-after them to‘demand an ac-
count of certain schemes concerning the
bribing of aldermen to obtain franchises
for wild cat gas companies.

Comrade Rudnick, of Catskill, Greene
County, N, Y., was this week in New
York and imparted some information
that explains what becomes of the So-
clalist vote in the rural counties where
the party has no organization.

For thé whole of Greene County the
official returns credit us only with 18
votes for Matchett. In the city of Cats-
kill alone, however, 22 votes for Mat-
chett were actually seen by our watch-
era and caused to be counted.

The election frauds against the So-

last week we dropped them some nlnﬁh&:wm ‘of the county officlals in

we wish to drop them & few more toss
day. '

A feature of the Trust—and not the
least Interesting, at that—is the har-
mony it establishes between capital-
fsts.  The cat mnd dog, monkey and
parrot exhibitions, these gentlemen give

rural districts have long been sus-
pected. That they leave us at ali any
vote there is an evidence of some re-
spect, and proves that A strong Socialist

movement is  the 'best preventive

against frand. There is very littie cheat-
ing done in Now York.

.
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FORESHADOWINGS.
A;.A,.r;‘i.‘—'—:{ .; ..“:. g
The People's Party and the Year of

.~ 'Grace 1800. . -

That mfddle class politiclan, Geo. F.
‘Washburn, of Boston, has issued a cir-
cular to teading Populists, with the aid
of the capitalist “Boston Herald,” and
Uncle 8am’s P. 0., calling upon Popu-
lists to repudiate fusion and it }900 de-
mand greenbacks and government
ownership of railroads. The “Boston
Herald,” the best friend the New Eng-
land capitalists ever had, lends Ifs as-
sistance to this grand scheme, even en-

dorses it, and publishes three columns

of favorable replies from such "old
women as Senators Allen, Butler and
Peffer, C. Vincent. Labor Fakir J. R.
Sovereign. Wharton Barker and others.
1 once rode that hobby horse—jackass |
mean-—under the delusion that the
above named were friends of the work-
ing class, and being ignorant of what
capitalism really was, 1 tried (o ride the
jackass, and succeeded for a little while
in doing s0. The government ownership
ol railroads would be a magnificent
thing If they were run in the interest of
the people who build and do all the
work of running them. But until cap-
{falism is destroyed the government
owrership of railroads will be for the
ber.efit of the capitalist government.

In Russia the government owns the
railroads, telegraphs, telephones, street
raiJway lines, several mines, four-fifths
of the land. the savings banks, and con-
trol ~ the paper money and national |
barks. In addition to all this the gov-
croment has at many different times
loaned money direct to farmers at a
smull rate of interest a la Sub-Treasury
plan—Farmers' Alliance. The Russian
government rents land to farmers and °
docs many other paternal things. Do |
need to ask the condition of the vast
millions who live in that naturally rich
country? Everyone who knows any-
thing at all of Russia will tell us that
the condition of the working class is
most miserable.

As the people are growing more and
more discontented in every nation it
might be that they will leap from the
Arying pan into the fire in 1900 and elect
a Bryan to the White House. Now,
while the capitalists haven’t the power
to make bad times good, they do have
the power to make bad times worse.
And this they will surely do whenever
it shall suit their fancy. The 500,000
floating Socialists in America—I call
them Socialists in the sense that they do
believe in much Socialism—ought to
know for who and for what they are
voting. Are they not satisfied that the
times are bad enough? And do they
not know that the leaders of the
People’s party hate Socmllsp? It. is 4
true that the leaders hate Socialism,
and every week we have it direct from
some of them. Tom Watson demands
that the Socialists get out of the P. P.
Allen; Butler and the rest do not weary

of telling us that they are 'agin" the
Socialists, These middle class leaders
of a middle class party hate Socialism
because they wish to some day become
capitalists themselves and ride on the
backs of the working class.

It ' may be noticed that the great
Rothschild family recently purchased
one of the largest silver mines in this
country. This may not be astraw. But
any man who has brains enough to
think ought to know that whether we
have Bryan and free silver, Watson and
greenbacks, McKinley and gold, under
capitalism the money, as well as all
means of production and distribution,
will be controlled BY the capital-
ists FOR the capitalists. It is
a down-right waste of time to
fight the effect of a cause. Cap-
italism is the cause of world-wide
misery, without any regard to monetary
standards, tariffs or taxation systems,
and to fight the effect of this misery and
not the cause of the misery is to pat-
tern after Don Quixote fighting wind-
mills. When these Socialists once know
that the diMference between a paternal-
istic and a capitalistic ‘government is
just about nothing they will vote for a
fraternal democratic government.

F. G. R, GORDON.
Manchester, N. H.

Can it be that a ray of sense has at
last broken its way through the noddles
of the inebriates who run the St. Louis
“Brauer Zeitung”? We notice that in
its issue of the 30th of last month it
published on its English (?) page an ar-
ticle from THE PEOPLE, entitled
“Municipal Socialism,” heading and all,
from top to bottom. 'We do not com-
plain at the piracy of not giving THE
PEOPLE credit for original matter
cribbed from it. This is but & slight
offence, altogether too slight to/counter-
act the good of substituting the sound,
sober words and thoughts of THE
PEOPLE for the boozy ones that other-
wise render that page ridiculous. We
devoutly hope that this first step denotes
a ne‘r'departqre on the part of the
“Brauver Zeitung's" purple-faced and
pimple-nosed brigade, and that hencé-
forth larger and larger quantities of
their matter will be substituted by
larger numbers of THE PEOPLE'S ar-
ticles, until that whole page will be 0
taken up. . Then it will be sought no
longer, as it is now, for amusement to
see how funny the English language
can be rendered or how the Soclal Ques-
tion can be travestied, but for fmstruc-
tion and guldance. But that, we fear,
would hardly suit Cap. Pabst of Mil-
waukee.

. The receipt of l:-nple copy of this

L tude,

~ K-RATALITIES

the iiauu of the Social
Structure.

THE FROG AXD THE WATERMELON.

“Well, I'm elected,” cried a little
green frog, springlng up on the very
crown of the arch.of that melon.
“Rlected! ~Ain‘t you delighted? Now
we'll be happy. Now you'll flourish.
See if you don't. I'll legislate your
enemies on to the next patch, ' I'll pro-
mote your prosperity. I'll look after all
vour foreign and domestic Interests.
Don’t ‘you hear, I'm elected?"

That Expose

“Oh, you are; are you?"' said the
melon, - sleepily. “What's that, any-
way 7"

“Why, d've mean to say,” cried the in-
dignant frog, “that you havn't been
trembling all over with excitement
afeard Bryan ~ould get in?”

“Me! No; who's Bryan anyhow?"

“Not know about him? Why, you
have narrowly escaped ruln without
even knowing it—yon ignoramus. That
fellow would have sliced you up with a
silver knife. But you are all right now
my own country., Dry those tears of
thine and rest that palpitating heart
upon vour President’s administration
bosom.™ .

*Whatcher given us? Who are you?
Whatcher after anyhow?” exclaimed
the perplexed watermelon. :

“Good heavens!' said the frog aside,
“what. dence stupidity is here! 1 am
vour new President, McKinley. I for-
give you, poor fellow! They have broken
vour heart and crushed your spirit, and
half cifaced your great star-spangled in-
tclleci. Oht, the erimes of those Demo-
cre(s! Three terms will not suffice to
wipe them out. But wait till you see
the change. 'Why, bless me, yvou'll he
as big again by next September:”

“I spec’ 80, grunted the Melon.

The Melon had much to wonder at in
the succeeding antics of the new Presi-
dent. One day ne would measure his
girth with a great reed. Another day
he would be found measuring his
shadow. Another day, taking his alti-

“What are you doing now, anyway,
Mr. President?” smiled the amused
Melon.

“Why, getting up statistics about you.
I want our English friends and others
who have gold to know how big you are
and how ripe.”

*“I don't!’ growled the Melon,

“Why, why, my poor undeveloped
country?"”

“Ah, get off!"" shouted the Melon, with
a vegetable oath, "or I'll roll over you.
Git now!"”

THE EPIDER IN THE FLY'S WEB. .

A spider, tightly corsetted” from a
pressure of circumstances, began to feel
disappointed. “Much outgoing and
little coming in has spoiled my figure,
and I am, though long engaged in pol-
itics, a most unhappy being,” he sighed.

Yet he was attired in a suitable garb
of blacky-brown, and possessed a pair
of lustrous eyes, big and bright enough

o have made him happy, and also a
partner in life. But alas! he had for
years hidden his charms in 2 cell, and
no nelghbor ever knew him to have
shared his beauties with a spider of the
other sex.
' There he sat, under his own porch,
which was not festooned (as the pastoral
descriptionists so often describe the
trellised porch of the virtuous country
toiler) by honeysuckles. Oh, believe me
when 1 tell you hig porch was festooned
with last year's blood-suckers, all dang-
ling in the lazy air.

“Was it thus,” he murmured, with
each éye alternately open for the strag-
gling fly, “they promised me it would
/be when Hanna supped at this very
table and solicited me for a generous
contribution towards the great Repub-
lican Spider party. Is it for this that |
have been throwing stones at, and kill-
ing all the small fiies that came within
reach of me which I couldn’t eat myself?
Where are those flies that might have
‘been here? ‘Where are those proletar-
fan flies that were promised to me?
Where are those big flies, the gentle-
men of influence who undertook to de-
liver them? Where, Indeed! For the
shame of American Anti-Chinese poli-
ticlans I fear they are gone to Canton.
Oh, oh! Was it for this Brer Hanna
took my check for $100,000? ° Oh, in-
gratitude! Oh, the baseness of poli-
ties!"

In such & maledictory mood was my
spider when his attention was called
to a wondrously-loud buzzing of many
fiies. Then he saw a copy of THE
PEOPLE about a yard away, covered
with a whole host of flies; and, moving
among them like link boys in a London
fog, he found . .they were a number of
fire-flies,

“By the fourth plague of Egypt!” he
cried, “McKinley is keeping his promise!
Oh, my paradise, art thou come at last!
Is business really about to revive?” He
waited with watering nippers for more
than an hour for that business to come,
But still those 1little phosphorescent
link boys moved like Sunday school
boys drilling to shoot ‘the home-born
forelgners of labor unions, and still
that buzzing-meal-y sound of flles jn
motion. ;

Now, when he had waited for a long
time, thinks he: “I'll have a look!"

What a strange sight it was. There
were about ten’ little candle-holders
moving along between the lines of print
{for common flles you know are very
rear sighted), and all the other flies
which I have called common, for want
of a wiser name, were climbing over
each other's backs looking at'the v ords,
nay, reading them!

Among many heterodox words heard
by the spider were these: “They con-
sume us, those capitalistic spiders,” and
* ‘Democrat’ is but a crooked way of
spelling ‘Republican,’ and ‘Republican’
is but a crooked way of spelling 'Demo-
a,.L- " "

“It is a' wicked ‘Socialistic delusion,”
screamed the spider, forgetting all his
business propensities, and calling out *
at the risk of losing every fly on the

paper. :

“What, then, is your web for, oh,
spider?” said the largest of the flies,
‘while not ‘one of the others' moved a

“My web?’ replied he. “What, that
extension before my door? You foolish
creatures; if it were hot for my intelli-
gence .and industry in spreading that
protective net before my door the trade
of America woild bave been long ago
gone {0 the Faikland Islands. Have you
no affection, you selfish brutes, for the
trade interests of your own, your, native
land?"*

“Yap!" (said the spokesman of the
flies), but what about that festoon of
bones around your domestic porch.
Ain't they some of us, as was?"

*S' hellup me," cried the nonplussed
spider, “'those bones belonged to foreign
‘pauper laborers, who would have got
into the country and reduced you to the
condition of the old countries but for
this patriotic web of mine, which you
so maliciously and disloyally suspect.
Let three of you gentlemen come along
and examine it for yourselves '

“Let us nll come,” cried the new
readers of THE PEOPLE.

*Oh, for heaven's sake, good gentle-
men,” cried the alarmed spider, “don't
think of such a thing; the premises
would not admit you.”

But they took the spider by the arms
and walked him on towards his own
“Protection Castle."”

I came away then. But the sequel of
this story will appear in the issue of the
DAILY PEOPLE next following that
Presidential election when the S, L. P,
shall be returned with a working ma-
Jority, 'PETER E. BURROWES.

‘THE WROUGHT UP MINER.

I am thinking now of an operator
Who is nothing but a moneyed fakir.
1t'is bad to judge, so the Scripture says,
But could God endure this man's ways?
He has men that are toilin' day and
night,
And earn no more than the widow's
mite.
drinks nothing but
should he drink beer?
l-‘yr his miners get paid four times a
year.

He wine; whe

Four months have I worked, and can

safely say.

On an average I've.earned six dollars a
pay;

Taxed two and a quarter; I can prove
it's no lie,

That’ leaves me the balance of three
seventy-five,

There is powder and ‘oil—one dollar
right smack; i

Twenty-five cents for smithing, I can
still stand that;

One dollar for doctor, I'm compelled to
pay him;

That is two and a quarter, oh, God, what
a sin!

No later than the other day

My butty was discharged this way:

The boss came round with a book In his
hand,

And the doctor followed at his com-
mand.

Up spoke the boss in a voice like thun-
der, ;

Demanding to know my butty's number,

“No, no!” says my butty, “if I have to

pay,
I pay no doctor in this way.”
) .
“Well,” says the boss, “you will have to

ay,

Or pack your tools this very day,”

Compelling the man to go and hunger

Until he needed the doctor on his num-
ber,

You can see in the future: this smart
operator

Will bring around next a friend under-
taker;

That means thirty cents more to get
your jaws tied with cotton,

And a dollar a month to pay for your
coffin.

Still men are thinking there I8 no sal-
vation

To deliver us from this state of starva-
tion;

But there is a road that is open for all,

Which will, sure in the end, make the
blood-suckers fall;

it is the teachings of our Creator;

IFor our Bible, grasp the great Iiberator.

Just study these works, then down goes
your fist,

And you swear by your God you are a
strong Socialist.

GATHAN McADAM.
- Barnesboro, Cam. County, Fa.

LETTER BOXL

Offhand Answers to Inquirers.

J. W., Newark, N. J.—Taxation is not
abolished in Glasgow; the condition of
the employees is at least as bad as be-
fore. See THE PEOPLE of Dec. 13,
15896, article “Municipal Socialism."

M. D, F., Lyon, Mass.—He who needs
the opinion of another on a self-evident
subject could not profit by such opinion,
if given.

The “Coming Nation" is owned and con-
trolled by a concern called the “Ruskin
Co-operative Association of Tennes-
see." Second—1It is not a Socialist paper.
By its advocacy of private co-operative
associations it is nearly a hundred
years behind modern Soclalism; by its
advocacy of the 16 to 1 free coinage
scheme it holds a middle class position:
by its talking about accomplishing the
revolution by methods that “will leave
the ballot in the rear” it is both Utopian
and Anarchistic. Its economics are so
mixed and its taotics so flighty that it
cannot. be recommended as “‘a paper
with sound Socialist principles.” Third
—THE PEOPLE Is owned and con-
trolled by the Soclalist Labor party.

A. 8., Loulsville, Ky.—A member of
the A. P. A, stands on 'ground that de-
nles both fundamental principles and
fundamental ajms of the S. L. P. The
A. P. A. draws the line between races,
nationalities and creeds; the S. L. P.
draws the line between economic
classes: the capitalist, the middle and
the working class. The A, P. A, seeks
to unite the exploiter and his victims,

.provided they are Americans; the S, L.

P, seeks to unite the victims, whatever
their race, creed or nationality, against
their exploiters, whether these be na-
tives or aliens, Protestant, Catholic or
-Jew. The A.P. A. breaks, the S. L. P.
establishes the solldarity of the work-

paper. is an invitation to subseribe.

L i L

_lgner away from thelr old enemy.

"

ing class, "An A. P, Alst do
in'the 5. 1., P, T el

P, N., South Norwalk, Conn.—First—

Brother Jonathan—I've been
the sweetest thing I ever came across!
Unclé Sam—Pass it over and jst
participate in its sweetness,

U, S. (with a wafture of the hs
No, thank you: excuse me, Life is
to spend that shortness foolishly
too long. ;

B. J.—Ah, there vou have
Socialists are so violent you W
destroy evervthing. You insist §
¢lass struggle. You want to @
them. The Fabians are sweeter:
want to save them. It did my W 3
Bood to read that they want to save the
middle class. og I

U. 8.—Do yon know what the m
class is? 3

B. J.—It is a class that is ground down
by the big capitalists.

U. S.—And dees it not grind down
anybody in turn?

* B, J.—Not that | know of.

U. 8.—Is a small groceryman a mid-
dle class man? ;

B. J.—Of course.

U. 8.—Does he employ anybody?

B. J.—He employs hig help, 1 guess,

U. 8.—~How do they get pald?

B. J—~Wages.

U. 8.—~That is to say they do four
dollars’ worth of work and get paid
fifty cents in wages, Ain't 1t?

B. J.—~W-e-1-1,

U, S,—Don’t Fabianite; yes or

B, J.-~Yes.

U. 8.—And that is the class that Yons
—a  workingman —and other such
noodles as you, wish to save! ¥

B. J.—1s that really the middle clasg®

U. S.—Exactly. The middle ¢lass 4
g class of small capitalists. As sueh
they have to compete with the big caps
italists and get left. !

B. J—Would you leave them to the
mercy of these big sharkg? .

U. S.—Why are they at the mercy
those big sharks?

B. J.—Because
bigger capital. e
U. S.—Now, then, if the lack of sufi

clent capital disables them from
petition, in what position does th
working class, who has no capital:at
all, stand towards them, By

B, J—1 should say in a worse
dition.

U. S.—If,' then, the big sharks:
grind down the small middle ¢ i
not this middle class, in turn, &
shark class towards the worki
‘B, J—Y-e-s . X

U. 8 —This Fabian British |
tion, accordingly, wants to save a
class. Can you escape that?

B. J.—But are these I
Fabians, so-called, a lot of ‘d
crooks? i

U. 8.—Be gentle; don’t swear, °
are; most of them are simply
anced ' in that their sentiment
much for thelr brains. Let me te
a story: L

Once upon a time there was A
who earned his living with' a dani
bear, He travelled from village to
lage and collected pennles with the
formances of his animal, and he,
course, kept him in food. As a result
that, the bear ioved him dearly, .
certain occasion, while moving from ¢
place to another, he had to cross
forest. It was a sultry summer o
He tied his bear to a treé; rolled ¢
coat around his fiddle; placed the b i
at the root of the tree; stretched him-
gelf out on the ground with the bundié
as a pillow and fell asleep. The beas,
sitting close by on his haunches, W
ched his master. Presently he saw his
master tossing ‘restlessly: A fly was
buzzing at his ears, flitting over s
forehead, tickling his nose. The
bear felt angered at the impe
fly that so disturbed his master;.

‘rked up a rock and watched; and just
as soon as the fly made another landing
on his master's forehead he fired the
rock straight at the fly— R

B. J.—Heavens! FIREN

U. S.—Well may you jump. Thefly
.18 killed, but so was the man, 100.
k¢ head was smashed and the fiddle
aloi, with it i

3. J.—~What a ruin!

L. 8.—The Fablan composition is the
cowposition of this bear; in thelr igner-
anc2 they would do misehlef uni
:::‘e: fortunately they are back num

I8,
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~ SOCIALISM.

S:';“J At

tlemen of the Present Day Club—
y ora in which we are living will
s to Lie one of the ghortest in human

ory. It began but a hundred and
ty Years ago; so to speak, but yester-
y; and the end is aiready In sight. It
era characterized by the most tre-
dous revolution the world has ever
gwn, and this revolution went on de-
ng for a hundred years before its
¢« and character were suspected,
B even now, when it has nearly run
‘course, most people do not know
t anything in particular las hap-
_pened; they are still living in  the
sighternth century, Swedenborg found
gome who had been dead 2 hundred
years, and had not found it out yet
The man who is absorbed in his own

10 advance his private fortune, is dead
10 all soclal movements and may live
through a révelution ard not know it.
it 18 no wonder that the revolution
had to walt so long for an explanation:
its .newness, its immense scope, ity
course glow at first, its increasing speed
and momentum, and the fact that for
" the first hundied years of its course, the
sclence of soclology was unknown, will
account for the fact the world at large
falls to understand it
THE GREAT REVOLUTION
of which we speak is a revolution in the
. fleld of economies—in the produation of
* what we eat, dridk, wear and use. It
. hence wffects the whole population of
' ‘the countries where it Is going on. It
affects the foundation upon which rests
. the whole snperstructure of human life.
' Pntil his animal wants are supplied;
until man is supplied with food, cloth-
{  ing and shelter, he will live the life and
i “uliow the character of a beast; it is vain
_to look for the development of human
" pharacter and virtue. The social con-
" Qition of a people can bLe traced to their
economic state; the form of government
#0 structure of society dspends npon
| Wt ‘Aehange in methods of production
"l be followed by a change in sociai
e, and this cannot fail to affect the
. government and the structure of society.
. .Our prescut state s not a finality.
LB | has not operated up to the
resent ‘8nd then stopped, but is atill
‘werking.  The situation changes from
day 6 day.” Other forms of soclety
i\,ve risen, rdh their course and passed
‘away: ours will have a 1ike history.
The, history of the great economic
‘reYofutiph must be briefly traced.
™ EARLILST FORM OF PRODUCTION
/. was solitary and individual. One man,
'3oﬂilng alone, did every part of the
‘éi'ol'k. The meclianic owned his tools,
‘worked alone, made articles to order,
" ‘and received the full product of his
1abor without dividing with anyone, 1i
‘he employed “elp he employed another
" man, also & master of his trade, and in
‘the very nature of things the employer
.was compelled to pay the employe
‘wages which were, on the whole, equal
to what the latter could earn by prac-
‘tieing the trade independently. All, or
‘mearly all, the trades required the
. ‘strength of a man, and all required the
‘skill which was gained by long appren-
‘tieeship. The necessity of the skill pre-
; the competition of unskilled
r of every kind, and the necessity
e, iderable muscular stréngth made
. the employment of women and children
. dn.the trades impracticable. Thus the
. mechanic was protected from the com-
~ petition of outsiders.
Alter studying and reflecting upon
thls state of things, Adam Smith, the
father of political economy,. formu-
lated his celebrated law of wages, which
that wages cun never fall below the
‘smount necessary to the support of a
imily. This law applies perfectly to
onditions of small production just
#ribed, but has no reference or.ap-
tion to other conditions. The era
8 which this was the only form of pro-
tion lasted uncounted ages, and it
linued to be the onlywmethod down
) about the middle of the sixteenth
| ‘®eatury. During all this time all social
m‘nu corresponded to and grew
tof this state of things. The mode of
“roduction was slow, costly and labor-
8. The people were ignorant, rude
‘poor. A few were rich, but there
10 capitalists.
_ THE PERIOD OF MANUFACTURES
owed, by which is meant the pro-
: of articles by hand labor as-
‘Sociated and divided, the division of
abo _-{'!lhmn the use of machinery.” A
er of men worked together, each
8 part of the work necessary to
preduce the finished article, and thus
ed much more than could be
iplished by each working separ-
. An enterprising me<hanic would

e
ok

assign to each the part of the

d pay each man as much as he
n by the Independent practice’
8de and still recelve a consider-

from the extra amount of

‘shop, employ a number of jour-

he liked best and could do

'

selfish plans, who is using society only

e Delvered Beor the Preset Doy b o Dayan 0.

By William Watkins.

—_— —

Here a new principle was introduced
into the industrial world. Up to that
time there had heen no gain in produc-
tion except by pergonal toil. .But by
this scheme the master receives a value
created by others and this is done by or-
ganizing labor by making it social and
interdependent. This is the small end
of the wedge which in later times split
economic society into the two, now
widely separated, clasees of employer
and employe. This plan began the pro-
cens of redueing the independent to eco-
nomie dependence, that is, to slavery.

The employees in these ghops prac-
ticed but a part of the trade, which jt
had cost them years to learn, and that
par:could e learned in much less time
‘than the whole trade. The place of any
of these journeymen .could be supplied
by @ boy of say 16, who could learn the
part assigned to him in a few days.
weeks, or months at most, and who,
until he reached the age of 21, would be
delighted to receive half mun's wages,

This form of production appeared in
what the geologist would call the eocene
period, the dawn of the present, when
the forcez which have formed our pres-
ent soclety were mustering their
strength and overcoming various ob-
stacles necessary to be removed in order
‘that society might develop into its
present form. 3

1t should be noted that these ages are
not sharply defined periods. The age of
small productions is the age when it
was the only form of production, and by
the age of manufaetures we mean the
age when division of labor began to be
an important factor in production. Both
still exist to-day, but have sunk into in-
slgnificance. i
THE AGE OF CAPITALISTIC PRODUCTION.

The great industrial revolution which
brought in the age of capitalistic pro-
duction is the result of a series of in-
ventions heginning about the middle of
the eighteenth century, by which such
marked effects have been produced that
the economic world of to-day is farther
removed from that of 1750 than that of
1750 is from the age of the Pharaohs.
Changes in capital and its management

.have produced the most significant
changes in labor. Capital, taking ad-
vantage of the inventions in industry
and in transportation, has been able to
extend production and carry it on in
an ever increasing ratio. This produc-
tion on a vast scale, baged upon a far-
reaching division of labor, has become

essentially soctal. Capitalism hag passei
out of the shop and entered the factory.

place to the ‘“captain of
journeymen and apprentices to regi-
ments of wage-workers, Production be-
comes every day more socialized. Of
old, the workman owned his tools; now
the capitalist owns the machine. The
master and the journeyman worked to-
gether, hut the modern emplover does
not know the employe by sight or name,
Then the journeyman could hope to be-
come 4 master, but now the factory
worker cannot hope to becomegn factory
owner.'

MONOPOLY.

We have seen that in former ages all
the mechanic arts were open to the
vouth who had nothing but his hands.
No capital was needed; he had simply
to serve an apprenticeship, to learn the
trade, and he was assured that his skill
and indpstry would procure him a liv-
ing. Now, whoever would enter into
the business of production must be pos-
sessed of an ample capital. Only a few
are rich enough to build and equip a
factory with modern machinery, and
those who do so are seeking, not a liv-
ing, but wealth, measured not by ten
thousands, but by millions. In the age
of small production the producer was
his own employer, and all the value
added to the raw material by his labor
was his; now he is a wage-worker, and
must accept his employer's terms. His
wages are fixed by the law of supply
and demand; the more men offer their
labor power for sale the lower the wages.
His power to labor—his life—has be-
come & commodity, and is the cheapest
thing in the market.

He is unable to trace his part in the
manufactured article, is in the dark as

his employer. For his work he ‘. al-
lowed only about. one-fourth of * nat he
produces. If a thousand dollars’ wortn

factured products worth five thousand
dollars, that is, if four thousand dollars
of value has been produced by the pro-
cess of manufacture, then one thousand
dollars of that four thousand is the
share of labor, the wages paid, and
three thousand the share of capital

italist takes the lion's share of the pro
duct. We now see where the greal
fortunes amassed in manufacturing
come from. They are composed of un-
paid labor. We are not now concerned
with the right and wrong of this course.
though that is well worth considering
but only with its economic effects. To
the capitalist who says that he does so
because he cannot help it, we reply.
“Good sir, you take our capitalistic
system for a scheme by which you can
gain unearned money: you mistake it
it is a scheme as much against you as
against the wage-worker: you know

capital, but you don't know that you

capital must become a part of some
larger competing capltal, and that of
some still larger one, until all Is cou-
centrated in a very few hands, Take

1en years and see it."

The master workman of yore has given
industry.” |

to its value, and. quite in the power ol .

of raw material is worked up into manu-.

The laborer does the work and the cap .

that you are in danger oi losing your:
must lose it; there is no other way; your

5T Ik L3 z

m'nslct‘ OF TIFE ONETO THREE EYSTEN,
‘The division of the produet of labor,

obe-fourth to the worker and ‘three- .
fourths to the eapit is fatal to the
capltaligtic system i - and produces

the very state of things under which we
now suffer. The manufacturer does not

make goods for his own use and enjoy-

ment, but for sale. He must have a
market for his wares; anything that de-
stroys his market breaks him. The
wageworkers of the United States form
A majority of the population, and are
daily inereasing in numbers by acces-
sions from the middle 'class, who
find independent existence impossible.
Now, if the wage-working class recejve,
as the censns of 1890 shows, only one-
fourth of the value added to the raw
material for their labor, it is plain that
they as a class can buy not more than

.one-fourth of that which is produced.

But they cannot do that, for the manu-
facturer adds to the cost of the raw ma-
terial., and the jobber, the wholesaler
and the retailer must have their profits
before the wage-worker can buy any
manufactured article. Then. too, the
wage-worker has to buy a number of
things which are not manufactured art-
jcles, thus diminishing the amount he
can spend for manufactures. We see,
then, that more than one-hailf the na-
tion can absorb only from one-tenth to
one-eighth of whai is made. The re-
mainder of the nation, impoverished, iy
a great degree by the poverty of the
wage-workers, cannot absorb the other
seven-eighths, or nine-tenths, of: the
goods produced. and hence we see the'
market glutted with goods, that staple
articles used and needed by the mass of
the people are offered at less than cost
of production. Merchants  become
bankrupt, mills and-factories shut down,
banks fail, capital tothe amount of mil-
lions is lost, and does not return to the
people, but is absorbed in larger cap-
ital; millions are thrown out of work;
misery, vice and crime prevail in the
land.

Our system impoverishes the masses
and holds before the capitalist the hope
of immense gain which, in most cases,
proves illusive. *

THE WAGE-WORERR XOT PROIFC'ED.

The introduction of modern machin-
ery, driven by stenm or water power,
has taken the place both of the mus-
cular strength and of the skill of eye
and hand, which used to be necessary in
production, and hence has opened com-
petition in maaufacturing processes to
the whole world. Labor that can he:
used in production is in permanent
over-supply. The time can never come
when all who desire work can obtain it
urless a reduction of the hours of labor
shonld be made to that degree that all
could be employed, which would prob-
ably reduce- the hours to four or five per
doy, and this can never be done while
the machinery of production is in
private hands and is run for private
profit. But it can Le done easily and at
once as soon as the instruments of pro-
duction are in the hands of tte public,
and articies are made for use and not
for sale,

Labor-saving machinery saves labor:
it does the same work ‘with one-fifth,
one-tenth, one-hundredth or one-thou-
sandth the number of workers, It makes
men  unnecessary; it takes away the
source of their living. These facts were

disputed by the writers of "RIXty yeays

ago, but they are now heyond all ques-
tion. The world's work is done by n
continually decreasing number of per-
sons. There is not work enough to go
around. The man who is willing and
anxious to work is not allowed to do so,
This is a wrong—a gigantic wrong, and
under this system is utterly without
remedy, To right this wrong we must

Aave a change in the structure of so-

clety,
/ MACHINERY.

We see the evil effects whioh follow
the employment of machinery under our
present system; but this is not why we
oppose the machinery itself, but because
machinery is owned by private individ-
uals and used for private advantage. No
one so fully appreciates the value and
nature of labor-saving machinery as
does the Socialist. It has in it the
power and potency of the greatest bless-
ing to mankind. Hitherto it has never
lightened the toil of any human being,
but it is destined to be that which shall
lighten human toil and give to man a
chance to live a human life,

We note that the bénefits of the ma-
chine come to the owner. This is the
key to the sitnation. If society would
reap the benefits of & machine it must
own and work that machine; there is no
other way.. !

SOCIALISM AND SOCIALISTS.

Socialism is not the system, plan or
scheme of any reformer, whether phil-
osopher or crank. It is the doctrine of
those who see forces at work in our sys-
tem which cannot be controlled, and
which will inevitably destroy the system
itgelf. The Soclalist claims that it is
necessary that the public should own
and operate the means of production
and distribution; that is to say, the
shops, factories, railroads,

benefit. He, claims. that the most im-
portant’ of all rights—the right to life
and the right to support life by labor—
are not recognized; that the disorders
of our system are caused hy the fact
that these rights are not recognized,
and that in the near future their recog-
nition will be a political necessity.

* Your Socialist is not a sorehead, he
kicks not, he grumbles not whatever
happens. He is an evolutionist; he be-
lieves that evolution evolves, that it
does not stop. All men and all things

. are working together to bring about the’

co-operative commonwealth, those who
oppose it most hasten it most. All sys-
tems, all political events are necessary
steps in the evolution of Socialism. The
Socialist rejoices in the election of Mc-
Kinley to attempt the impossible, but
he would have been equally well satis-
fied with Bryan, under whom we would
nave reached the same goal by a slightly
different course. .

The capitalist system is filling the
world with sin, vice, crime, poverty, in-
sanity and premature death, but all
these are necessary 1o open otr eyes fo

the necessity of change. The reason .

‘why we have not already changed is
that the class which knows of these evils
and feels them is not the class which
has possession of the political power.
The change will come all the same; will
come as certainly as to-morrow’s sun,
nothing can stop it, and nothing but a,
return of general prosperity can stay it,
and the prophecy may be risked that
the ehild is born that will gee, at least,
its Leginning,

.

mines and -
.lands, and operate these for the public
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Iﬁm John Wanamaker Another
ol Thorough Drubting. 3
Sir:—1 presume that yon are cog-
nlun} of the attempt about to he made
by certain citizens of Philadelphia to
purily local politics. Js it not wonder-
Inl, the amount of purification that our
polities—local and natlonal—require?
The memory of the oldest inhabitani
08 not back to the time when “reform’’
of some kind or other was not demandedl
by ecertain political elements, Ever
londer grows the cry for a “change.”
The more “reform™ our political system
has undergone, the more is demanded.
What is the nature of this ailment of
the body politic which, everyone ad-
mite, requires treatment, but which up
to the present time has not yielded to
any of the efforts put forth to eradicate
it?, A glance at a single symptom will
show its real character to any sensible
man. ° 2

- - -

And here is the symptom, as diag-
nosed by that reliable political doctor.:
Colonei A. K. McClure, editor of the
Philadelphia “Times™:

“Our whole election system has be-
¢ome s0 utterly debanched that elections
are simply farcical. There has not been
a con‘esicd eléctlon in this city during
the last five years that has not em-
braced in its returns tens of thousands
of fraudulent votes. Under the leader-
ship of Lobbyist Martin, who was early
trained in the worst attributes of the
ballot-thief, our elections have become
more and more lawless with each year,
until to-day they are simply monu-
mental in the mastery of fraud.”

This indictment, you will kindly note,
lies against the City of Brotherly Love,
where the Declaration of Independence
was signed and where the Liberty Bell
4s situated, not against the town of Red
Dog, 1daho.

The indictment s strictly true, and
might, with a change of name. with
equal truthfulness have been written of
almost any large city in this country.

- - .

All the schemes of “reform™ that 1
have memory of were directed against
this debauchery of elections, but no
scheme of reform that I ever heard of
proposed to go to the root of the mat-
ter and discover the rtal cause of the
evil. Loud demands for the arrest and
conviction of the petty criminals have
frequently been made, but I have never
heard of any of the-able ediiors of our
great journals calling fer an inquiry into
the reasons why our elections are tamp-
ered .with, or asking for the names of
the persons in whose interest the dirty
work was done, or instituting a search
for the people who foot the bills for the
“work™ performed.

This is what would be done were
there any honesty or sincerity in these
mujtitudinous “reform” movements,
and because it has never been done |
have not hesitated to characterize them
alt a8 being as fraudulent as the elec-
[ etothe rify. Doubt-
less many of the people who engage in
, these movements were honest enough,
but ignorance of the real nature of the
wrongs complained of have led many
to enter upon reform work who quietly
gave way when they had a look behind
the curtain. The reform of our political
system will not be accomplished, and
cannot be accomplished, by those who
are not willing to accept the facts, and
all the faets, in relation to this universal
debauchery of the ballot.

. - .

Before I go further In this matter,
permit me to point out a fact or two in-
volved. The ballot is supposed to be the
basis of government in this country:
the rock upon which all our institutions
rest; the safe-guard of onr liberties, and
the highest expression of our rights,
/Whoever tampers with the ballot is an
enemy of the people and a traitor to the
country; the foe of safety, or order, and
of Democracy. The treason of Benediet
Arnolid was insigniflcant in comparison
wih such a crime as the continual cor-
ruption of our elections.

Another fact: Whenever there is a
great strike, or any labor disturbance
affecting the serenity of the great Capi-
talists of the country, our press and
pulpit are tireless in declaring the
people themselves responsible for what-
ever they may complain of. *“You have
the ballot; use it.," yells the Capitalist
press in chorus; “This is a government
of law!" erles the same editor who a
few weeks before had declared that elec-
.ilons were “simply farcical.”

L] - -

T

If our elections are influenced by cor<
rupt practices, the people haven't the
hallot. If our elections are controlled
by ballot-box stuffers and thieves, and
their political masters, then this gov-
ernment is a government of thieves, and
not a “government of law." It is simply
a government by Martin et al.

Democracy is worth everything, or it
is werth nothing. If the American,
people are to go forward to a higher
civilization—indeed, if they are not to
go backward to chattel slavery—this
matter of government by Martin et al.
must be submitted to critical and merci-
less analysis. Who is responsible for
this monstreus crime against Republi-
can government?  Not the Martins!
They are merely tools. The continued
Ammunity of the Martins, and the light
punishment meted out to those whom a
passing wave of “reform” may demand
the sacrifice of (only to be pardoned out
when the wave subsides), proves that
the real ‘criminals must be looked for
elsewhere, . !

. In a case of burglary or highway
robbery, the first thing to do is to Jocate
possession of the stolen goods. This
line of procedure, in the case of our
stolen ballots, will show who are re-
sponsible for the crimes that are con-
tinnally committed against the integrity
of our eleetlon:. B

Who owns the goods that have been
stolen and are being continually stolen
from the people? Let David Martin
himself answer: “I am not responsible
‘for this thing,” said that individual,
‘speaking of a certain political job, “the

fact Is that I am ewployed by a certain

corporation at a large salary, and the
interests of the corporation compel me
to act as I have.”

" Here we discover the whereabouts of
our stolen goods, Mr, Wanamaker! With
this elew every crime, every baliot thief,
may be unerringly traced. Our Coun-
cils, full of Traction councilmen, though
the people hate Traction with a deadly
hatred: our Legislature full of corpo-
ration legislators, though the people are
hitterly, but as yet blindly, opposed to
corporations: our Congress full of corpo-
ration attorneys, though elected to guard
the people against corporate crime and
greed—show in thelr eharacter, person-
neland work the real canse of the polin-
tion of the ballot.

L - -

The ballot may be corrupted in an
infinite number of ways: merely mis-
counting or throwing out votes are
among the least of them. The multi-
plication of needless political ofMces, for

the purpose of creating a hireling politi-
:-fnl army: the gerrymandering of elee-
tion diztricts at the behest of certain
cerpo-ate or “business™ interests: lobby-
ing (bribery) in legislation; the passage
of liws by false representation and
stealth; the gradual restriction of the
{tanchise nnder one pretence and an-
other: the stealthy encroachment by the
Judiciary upon the legislative power,
and, above all, the use of power to com-
pel the people to vote under dictation,
are as much prostitutions of the ballot-
box as is the counting of fictitious votes.
- - -

All these crimes against the ballot
have been committed for years by the
“business interests” of the country. The
money paid for corrupt legislation and
the support of lobbies has all been sup-
plicd by our “business Interests,” or, to

be precise, by our “business men.” The
politics and legislation of the country
have been dictated by our “business in-
terests™ exclusively, The laws and the
Constitution have been interpreted with
an eye single to the interests of busi-
ness, Our buginess interests having in
all things been paramount, are directly
respongible for every organic evil that
affiicts the American people to-day, and
the responsibility cannot be evaded.
All work of “reform’ that leaves un-
tounched the “business” interests of the
country is absolutely worthless. Driven
by inexorable fate, the logle of events
will leave no choice other than sinking
all human rights in our business inter-
ests, er else sinking all business inter-
ests in the rights of the people. This,
the only possible reform, will never be
accomplished by those whe have a stake
in Capitalism, It will be carried out
only by those who know and feel that
they are the victlms of our ‘“business
interests’; by those who know and teach
that the Republican form of government
bequeathed to us by our fathers has
been undermined and well-nigh de-*
stroyed by a traitor class; by those who
have discovered the impossibility of be-
ing at one and the same time a free
citizen and a slave workman, The free
luborer is the father, not the son, of the
free citizen, - ) P
Philadelphia, Feb, 17,

~~ CORRESPONDENCE.

Tho Shadow of the Bradley Martin Ball
and Secley Dinner in Massachusetts.

Lawrence has had the name of being
one of the most prosperous cities in
New England, if not In the country,
Let us look at the prosperity of our city.
Let me quote a few remarks from one
of our papers:

“There is more want and privation in
Lawrence to-day than therc has been
for years; perhaps more than there has
ever been before.. Continuned business
depression and the consequent redue-
tion in wage-money have brought many
familiés face to face with cold and hun-
ger. - The poor-farm s aver-taxed, and
charitable organizations are doing all
they can.”

Look at the wages that able-bodied
men are receiving—from $2.50 to $5 a
week; some are expected to support a
family on such wages.

Now, listen to city missionaries’
reasons why there is so much poverty.
One Is that the mills can select the best
workmen--the best in health and
habits; heretofore 2 man could get a job
by presenting himself at the gate, as
sickness and discharge were making
continual vacancies; th? situation I8
now changed, there is much less work
at much less pay. The missionary
should have sald: “Much more work
and ever so much less pay.” So you

see it is the same old story: new mach-

inery displacing labor. Somé have not
worked in six or elght months since a
new machine has been put in the dye-
house of the Pacific Mills; it does the
work of seventy men: the new Northrup
loom will throw hundreds out soon, as
they are going to put some in soon.
But the majority expeet everything will
be all right when we get a new tariff
bill. Others tell you it Is over-produe-
tion; the market is over-stocked, and
they are shivering for want of a decent
sult of elothes or an overcoat, and they |
really believe it is so. Truly it bas been
said: “What fools we mortals E'w." .

Lawrence, Mass,, Fel. 15,

' Prog. Clothing Cutters and Trimmers.

At the last session of the above union,
held on Thurgf{ay, Feb. 11, at our rooms,
64 East 4th street, communications from
D. A. 49 and Comrade H. B. Salisbury
were received. The Agitation Commit-
tee reported having secured Comrade
Salisbury to lecture on “Labor’s Share
and How to Get It,” at our next agita-
tion meeting, Feb. 26, Thursday, ut the
above piace.’ The committee to the
tailoring council reported  that the
Brooklyn United Brotherhood of Tallors
held a successful mass meeting, in spite
of the contintied interruption of the
fakirs from the U. T. W. of A. Three
reports were received. After the routine
business had n concluded, a general
discussion followed on the merits of
the system cutting club for members
only. All members wishing to advance
in the art of c¢utting are urgently re-
guested to jola this club. The Agita-
tion Commitfee is instructed to invite
all workingmen, whether of the pro-
gressive or retrogressive element, to our
lecture meetings, and we wish to an-

nounce that fo n will be thrown
ont of such meetingh. Questions ay well
as criticism will be permitted to all
present. ' THE SECRETARY.

PARTY NEWS.
Activity of xm:;-m Eaat,

National Executive.
Regular meeting held Feb. 16, 1897;

Comtade Reed (n the chair; minutes of *

the previous meetling read and approyed,
Communications read from Baltimore,
Chicago, Philadelphia, St. Louis and
San Francisco, -
C. B. COPP, Ree. Secy.

Californial
Financial Report of California State
Executive Committee.for the month
of January, 1897:

INCOME.,
Brought forward from Dec. 27,
189G; balance on hand..... v $25° 20
Dec. 27, 1897—15 due stamps, sec-
retary, SReramento. ..., coeoes 150
Jan. 11, 1897-=50 due stamps, sec-
retary, City Central Committee 5 00
Jan. 1850 .due stamps, Clty
Central Committee ........ e B 00
Jan. 1310 due stamps, Sectd
Bemkly!ici s sl R R &
Total inoame;i il iy . 337 ¥0
EXPENSES. -
Dec. 27, 1896--To G. B. Benham,
VBT R T G L ‘
Jan. 11, 1897-—~To Mrs.McCullough,
type-writing ...... coouviin
Jan. 11—To K. Hecht, secretary,
PORRES vt oo b iinaiis Il T
Jan. 11--To G, B. Benham, litera-
ture, Section Stockton....... J.270
Jan. 11-To National Ex. Commit.
for 200 stamps. ..... ... vianes 10000
Jan, 18—To E. Hecht for postage an
Jan, 18-To G. B. Benham, per
Wells Fargo Company ,...... . 160
Jan, 18—To agitation for Section e
Benkly fuei fagnh L b |
Jan. 18--To Comrade Wilkins
per agreemeit (..., vesenas 1000
"Total expenses .... sasweens o PRI AR

Cash on hand Jan, 31, 1897....., $5 6§
STAMP ACCOUNT. | °

Dec, ' 2T—0n:hand. .o doisiiavevads

Sold during January ..........

Balanee.... ...
Recelved from N.

On hand February 1, 1897..........
H. . SAHLENDER, Treas.,

Cal. State Ex, Com,

Massachusetts, Yoe

BOSTON, Feb. 7.—The American

Section held its regular monthly meet-

ing at No. 46 Ellot street Monday night,

A communication was received fromt
the State Committee In reply to tl

order adopted by the Section last mc

in regard to a paper called “Mabsa-.
chusetts Labor."” The following !
adopted: b TR
RESOLVED, That the State Comtrit
tee be, and it is hereby, b

s

communicate with the publishers of a

paper purporting to be n Massac!

.

Socialist paper published at Cave Mitls,
Tennessee, and called ‘'Massac 195

Labor,” and request the publ :
sald paper to discontinue sen w“
into this Btate. . ° T

As “Massachusetts Labor" Is:b

Bocialists of by H6s bl
& or by. alist nigi
in the State, it is clearly m wtfo
on Soclalists here, and a fraud upop th
public to longer continue to circul
this paper, which ix plainly a . “f
publication.

i
That in the event of the Qn!‘i‘lul re-
fusing to digcontinue sendipg It here, it
is recommended to the State cwm
to call the attention of the Post
Department to the fact that it is not'a
bona fide Mussachusetts paper: that we
protest against any member cf the
State Committee acting as an agent of

this paper.” :
On the first column of the fssue ot

Jan. 30, 1897, appears the following:

MASSACHUSETTS LAROR,
THE JOURNAL o}{ ORGANIZED

LABO! ¢
every Saturday by the Labor
Newspaper Unlon.

Albert E. Sandergon, general man-
ager, Ruskin, Cave Mills, Tenn, .
Local Managers—C, Croasdell, Bogton;
J. Friedland, Dorchester; Mary Gun-
ning, Waltham; Fred Hodecker, Adams;
Herm. Koepke, Pittsfleld ; Herman
Klisen, Fitchburg; W. Ohnesarge, New
Bedford, ; y Lok,
On the first column of the second

Published

page the words “Our Press’. appesar in
large letters at the top of the column;

Immediately below is inseribed on a flag

i

the words “Soclalist Labor Party.” The *

paper is not dated at any place, and it
is only btecause the law requires that
a paper must print the name of the post
office it is entered at that we have any
knowledge as to where It comes from,
unless it might be inferred that it was
printed at the place where the general
manager received his mall, though a
paper that was at once the "joursal of
organized labor" of Massachusetts and
an organ of the Soclalist Labor party
might send its “general manager™ fato
the woods of Tennesses for his health,
A number of those who are down as
“locul managers" say they liave never
been consulted, and that thelr names
have been used without thelr kKnowl:
or consent. All the locul “ma|
do, however, Is to manage to get & sub.
scriber when it is possible, Theid d
as managers end there. ’
The paper is not a Massachusetts py
lication, and as the resolntions e
by the Section say it is an |
on Soclalism here to father them with
it; one objects to have a child fathered
on him when it belongs to some obe
else, whatever its quality; but ‘it ia

ey

doubly painful when it is a black bas- "
tard

4t is a fraud upon the public to

The statement in the resolution that
that this is a Massachusetts Soclalist
paper is true. y

Of course any Sacialist can start;a

paper, but he may not palm it. on
another, The following appesred . in

“‘Massachusetts Labor” as.an editorial
" rhe Socialist mavemen
‘ t Labor r

contains some ulm.’l‘;;gote'
individuats of the “rule.or ruin’ erder.

tated 'of comtro

unless

Pt
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we are responsible for such articles as
the above and give the weight of the
Massachusetts  Soclalist  movement to
the vicious and weak trash that ap-
pears in it from week to week,

1f Mr. Sanderson, of Cave Mills, Ten-
nesses, wighes to publish a paper-—yes,
even an alleged Socialist paper-—no one
hiere will say bim nay. But we give him
notice, his aiders and abettors here 100,
that he cannot foist his spurious goods
on us as a Massachusetts produc(.\'

BOSTON, Feb. 15.—Ernest R. Dit-
trick, # member of the German Section
of the Socialist Labor party of Boston,
died at his home, 991 Tremont street,
Feb. 8th, aged 71 years,

Comrade Dittrick, with ten other
workmen, more than twenty years ago
organized the first Section of the So-
cialist Labor party in Massachusetts-—
The German Section of Hoston.,

The funeral occurred Wednesday
afternoon, and was attended by mem-
bers of the party, delegations from the
German Workingmen's Association, the
Turners and others,  He was an carnest,
sincere and good man, and esteemed by
all who knew him. The flag on the
Germun  Workingmen's * Building  on
Amdry street, Roxhury, was hoisted at
half mast in honor of his memory. He
remained<a member of the party till the
last, and prior to his confinement to his
home seldom or never missed 4 meeting
of the Section. B.

New York,

LONG ISLAND CITY, Feb, 7.« A reg-
nlar meeting of the Queens  County
Committee, 8. 1., 1%, was hefd this day,
with Comrade S, Kopald in the chair.

The following Comrades  presented
their credentials as members of jhe
committee: John Manson Section Wood-
haven: W. D. McHeath, Section Wood-

haven, 8. Kopald, Section 1., 1. City:
Gustave Richter and i, Carvel, Section
Glendale; which, on vote bheing taken,
were received,

Reports  of  Delegates — Comrade
Woodruft made favorable report of the
condition of Sections incounty; received
and accepted.

Report of Treasurer Hahn read and
referred to Auditing Committee, com-
posed of Comrades Munson and Exlow,
who made a favorable report, which was
received,

Reports on the Condition of Sections
~Comrade Hahn reports Section Glen-
dale in prosperous condition, and op-
posed to giving up charter. ‘Comrade
Kopald reports withdrawal of delegates
from the Greater New York conven-
tion, and also, as soon as favorable, 1o
organize new branches in the four re-
maining wards in Long Island City.
Comrade, McHeath reported Section
Woodhaven as progressing and taking
active steps to advance Socialism in its
district. Comrade Exlow reports Sec-
tion College Psint as favorable and pro-
gressive,  Comrade McHeath moved
that the county organizer be authorized
1o visit Sections Woodside and Metro-
politan, and arrange and setile their
difficalties; carrfed. Comrade . Long,
Wykoff Heights, reports. Comrade
Hahn moved that the Secretary be
authorized to write to the “Volks Zalt-
ung.” 184 William street, New York city,
to allot a space in said paper to Queens
County; carried. On motion by Com-
rade McHeath, that the traveling ex-
penses of the officers of Queens County
be paid by Queens County Commitiee;
carrled. Committee adjourned to mee:
on the first Sunday in March,

JOSEPH P. JONES.

Sec. of Committee, Richmond Hill,

Queens County, N. Y.

ALBANY, Feb. 14 —At the last reg-
ular meeting of Section Albany, the fol-
lowing officers were elected: 1. 1. Afex-
ander, organizer; Geo. DuBois, record-
Ing secretary; Gus Lachman, financial
secretary: Henry Stasius, treasurer: J.
C. Wieland, librarian; Joseph  Reiter,
Christian Basler, John Waldbillig, Fi-
nance Committee. -

Section matters should he addressed ©

1o Alexander, 65 Livingston avenue. My
address is still as aboye.

Fraternally, WIELAND.

NEW YORK. Feb. 14.—The last reg-
ular meeting of the Young American
Socialists wis held on Sunday. Feb, 14,
1897, at the club rooms of the Painters'
and Paper-Homgers, 128 Alien street.
Comrade Gillek presided, and the fol:
lowing officers were elected: Irving J.
Turner, financial secretary: U'ngar, re-
cording secretary.

NATHAN J. GILLMAN,
Recording Sec,

N. Y. CITY.—The 830 Assembly Dis-
trict, 8. L. P will hold a mass meeting
at King's Hall, No. 2105 2d avenue, be-
tween 108th and 109th streets, on Sat-
urday evening, Feb. 20, An address will
be delivered on the “Aims and Objects
of Soclalism,”” Admission free,

N. Y. CITY.~Lectures on Socialism
will take place next Sunday, Feb, 21, at
8 p. m., as follows: At Stuyvesant Hall,
451 E. 17th street, between 1st and 2d
avenues, where I Allman will lecture

. on A Revolutionary Poet.” At Hudson
Bullding, corner of 37th street ‘and Sth

avenue, where .. A, Malkiel will speak

on “Our Critics.” At Webster Hall, cor-
ner of 140th street and 34 avenue, where
C. H. Furman will lecture on “Conven-
tional Lies vs. Socialism:” and also at
Cosmépolitan Hall, corner of Catherine
street and East Broadway, where H,
Wessling will speak on “Objections to
Socialism Answered.” There,will also
be u meeting in the afternoon, at 2:30
p. m., at the club rooms of the Socialist
Literary Society, 161 Monroe street,
These lectures are free to all,
L. ABELSON.

N. Y. CITY.—~-The New York Social-
ist Literary Society held their regular
meeting on Saturday evening at their

club rooms, No. 161 Monroe street, with

Comrade Shatzkin acting as chairman.
" Reports of committees were accepted;
four new members were admitted: the
Installation of officers took place. The
following were installed: Joe Marcus,
tll::ndll mreury;fhrhtenteld. record-
secretary; Levitt, treasurer; M, B,
Shatzkin, corresponding secretary. The
House Committee consists of Katz,
~ Eisenberg, Gevistzman, Booxenbaum,
Shiff, Obeler, and Kirsner: librariang,
Hoch and Relch; lecture agent, L. Bern-
stein. ) °
We call the attention of 21l the mem-
bers to attend the series of lectures
which are delivered by Comrade Lon-
' don cvery Saturday night. Next Sun-

1. Chernoff, N. Y

THE DAILY PEOPLE
$50,000 FUND.

it B

At the meeting of the Daily People
Committee, held Sunday, the 20th of
December, 1896, an important step was
taken from which, if a daily Soclalist

inevitable and is impending;

put throngh;

uncompromising;

shrely Jaunch such an undertaking;

ber, 1897;

forthwith on Octobér 1st, 1897;

Are there in the land 5,000 stalwarts
equal to the emergency. ready to step up
and to mount that needed and redoubt-

Amount Pledged down to February 17th, 1897.

$3,690.

paper is at all possible w!thlp a reason-
able time, the consummation will be
reached. The committee adopted the
following resolutions:

WHEREAS, A daily PEOPLE has become an absolute necessity to coun-
teract the false and falsified “news" that the capitalist press sets afloat, and to
spread enlightenment in the ranks of the working class upon the Labor Ques-
tion, and to prepare it to deal intelligently with the Social Revolution that is

WHERREAS, The urgency of such a weapon of political and economic war-
fare in the English language against the plundering class of the capitalist Is
felt with increasing force, and the demand therefor becomes stronger by the

day;
y WIHEREAS, The undertaking would result disastrously If not successfully

WHEREAS, To make success certain, the paper must be able to survive
two consecvtive campaigns, that is to say, must appear daily during the
period of at least thirteen consecutive months, absolutely independent, firm and

WHEREAS, The sum of not less than $50,000 in hand is necessary to

WIHEREAS, Despite the general gense of the necessity of a dally English
organ of lubor, the collections for it haye hitherto Leen slight; and

WHEREAS, It is evident that, so long as the foundation of such a paper
seems indefinitely distant, the contributions will continue slight, while, on
‘the contrary, if its foundation can appear prompt and definite it is likely that
ample funds could be promptly gathered; therefore be it :

RESOLVED, That a call be issued to the stalwarts, friends and sympa-
thizers, to pledge themselves in the number of 5,000 to contribute each the
sum of $10, payable between the issning of this cell and the 1st day of Septem-

RESOLVED, That, if by that date the sum of not less than $50,000 is cash
in hands of the DAILY PEOPLE Committee, a DAILY PEOPLE be started

RESOLVED, That this call be printed in the party press of all languages;
that subscription lists, headed with thesa resolutions, be issued to all the Sec-
tions and all applicants; and that the names of the subscribers, together with
the sum subscribed by each and the installments in which the same is to be
paid, be promptly notified to the Committee for publication from week to week,

x;i)le battery of the Social Revolution in
America—a DAILY PEOPLE?
Daily People Committee,

184 Willlam St.,
N. Y. City, -

Muorris Steinherg
W. R. Taylor, By Iyt

Harriet Bracket, Berlin Universit
Simon Fried, Hartiond, €t
Joseph Doetzler, Brookly
E. E. Etzel, Clevelaml.
A. Simonet, Clevelamd
Robart Barthels, Cle
J. HL Foerster, Clev

Henry Schmetzer, Cleveland,
P. O Christinnsen, Cleveland
H. G. Haskeler, Detroit. ...
Max Thermapsen, Necoal
Bruno Thome, Brooklyn.
Alex Krueger, Litchtield

Awer, Branch
Canridd Kerst
L. Rental, N.Y
William Black, N. Y

Total this Week....cooevunnoousen.

-$ 10 payable $L.50 g month from February 15,
0 -

$1.50 2 month from February 16,

June 5, #

Cagh., )

SL.00 0 month from Mareh 1, $,00 Sept. 1
$2.00 3 month troon April 1,

2 a month from Feb, 1, $58ept, 1,
b Muay 1.
i $5.00 June 1, $5.00 Augist 1,
“ 7 Ou demsand
.0 Caxhy, §5.00 July 1.
Casb

A,
.0 July 1, $5.00 Angust 1,
SLoda month from Febrmry 1, 1 Sept. L
*Augnust 15,
o May L -
" Camh, i
Angnst 1.
Fodnly 1, $5.00 Sept. 1,
£ Jnue 1, Famduly 5

printed Yst, and rewmit promptly.
ness,

l’? The # cradited 1o P, O Christiansen, Cleveland, Ohio, in last weoks report of payments
shonld be eredited to AL Beliner, Cleveland, Ohio,

%" Pledgers will please keep in mind the dates on which thelr payments fall doe, as per
IT any ervor appears on the list, correct with equal prompt-

THE DAILY PEOPLE COMMITTEE.
186 Willlam St., N. Y.

day afternoon Comrade Allman lec-
tures.  Subject: “8t. Simon and Ba-
boeuf,” ‘The public is invited.

M. B. SHATZKIN,
Corresponding Secy.

PARLIAMENTS OF LABON.

D. A. No. 1.
(CENTRAL LABOR FEDERATION OF N, Y.)

Delegate M. Kronimus, of the United
Journeymen Tailors' Union was chair-
man at last Sunday’s meeting of the N.
Y. Central Labor Federation (. A. No.
1, S.T. & 1. A), and delegate H. Finkle-
stein, of the Carl Sahm Club, was vice-
chairman. g >

Ale and. Porter d'nion No. 1 reported
having resolved to attend the “Arbeiter
Zeitung' Festival this Saturday in a
body, with the flag, at the Grand Central
Palace.

Independent Bakers' Union No. 1 re-
ported having voted for F. \W. Wilsoun
as member to the G, E. B, and Boston,
Mass., for the next convention of the 3.
T. & 1. A. The union also decided 1o
furnish « large and handsome cake for
the “Arbeiter Zeltung” festival, which
is to be rafiled for its benefit.

Independent Bakers' Union No. 2 re-
" ported that boss Leopold sent for union
labels on  Saturday. Their Executive
Board suspended -br. 3 as the same owes
br, 2 and the Nationul Alliance dues
for a year.

Furriers’ Union reported having held
a well attended meeting on Saturday.
A comumittee from (he C. L. F. was
present, urging that the festival of the
“'Motte,” booked for Saturday, be post-
poned on account of the “Arbeiter Zei-
tung” festival. The union promised to
use its influence in this matter. This
union voted for Lawrence Fischer, of
the C. L. F., Newark, as member of the
G. E. B, and for Newark, N. J., as the
Eaie for the convention of the 8. T, &
Walters® Alliance Liberty reported
that two members had applied for re-
admission. By a large majority it was
decided to impose a fine of $10 each, and
both must pay the buck dues and as-
sessments.

Empire City Lodge Machinists re-
ported gaining many n:embers. ey
voted for Lawnence Fischer as member
of the G. E, B. and for Boston, Mass.,
for the convention. The union will at-
tend the “Arbeiter Zeitung” [festival
this Saturday in a body. An advertise-
ment was given the journal of the Pro-
gressive Workmen of North New York.

A spirited debate ensued on the sub-
ject of the tactics =0 long pursued by
the C. L. F. ‘ﬁ“"" of the Ale and
Porter No. 1, Empire City Lodge, Fur-
riers, Stiver Workers, P. A. Int, Plano-

* The committee

makers, etc., participated. 2
which visited ind.

e

Bakers' No. 3 reported that its secretary
never read the written report sent by
the C. L. F. weekly. They claimed that
the Sick and Death Benefit Club was or-
ganized independent of the union. They
informed the committee that they
would in future - only  support
their own members. Their principles
now were to attend only to the wanis
of thé unemployed, and create a large
fund for them. The chairman of the
meeting declared. “that No. 3 was still
in existence, and would send delegates
if such could be found, but no more dues
would be paid to anybody.”

Silver Workers P. A, reported having
gained eleven members. Some minor
trouble exists at the Whiting Manufac-
tring Co.

It was resolved to instruct Ind. Bakers'
No. 1 and 2 to prefer charges against No.
3 by next Sunday, so that the C. L. F.
can take proper action.

It was also resolved that the dele-
gates of the C, L. I'. assemble this Sat-
urday at the Grand Central Palace at 9
p. m., in the hall to the right, for the
purpose of attending the “Arbeiter Zeoi-
tung” festival in a body. Badges will
be distributed.

The *Journal” of the Prog. Workmen
of North New York was given an ad-
vertisement by the C. L. F. -

The corresponding secretary was in-
structed to in future note the absent
organizations, and then notify the Or-
ganization Committee.

Delegates J. B. Clayton and Ernest
Bohm were elected a special committes
to attend a meeting of the Women's
Infant Cloakmakers' Union.

A debate ensued as to the latest pub-
lished statistics of the “State Bureau of
Labor,” which gave very flattering aver-
ages, and a document showing the

“actual average was presented in oppo-

sition. Action thereon was deferred for
one week.

Relative to a joint maeting of D. A’s.
No. 1, 2 and 49 once a month, decision
was reserved until next Sunday, .

.

For an Itslini Paper.

All Comrades and sympathizers who
realize the importance of upholding a
Socialist paper in the Italian language
in this country are requested to send’
contributions and subscriptions to Com-
rade C. F. Garzone, 14 Varick place, New
York City. Send at least a nickel. *Il
Proletario” needs assistance. Mo dis-
continue its valuable work would be a
serlous setback to the movement among
the Italian wage earners. 0

e ————
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Photos taken in all styles. Every
akenat Feln h.f'orlo!an. low
ates for zations, Bingi and
eaders of ProrLs"” who ‘this'ady.

SOCIALIST

LABOR PARTY

—OF THE—

"UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

PLATFORM.

The Socialist Labor Party of the United States, in Conventlon assembled,
re-asserts the Inalienable right of all men to life, liberty, and the pursuit of

happiness.,

With the founders of the American republic we hold that the purpose of
government is to -secure every .citizen In the enjoyment of this right; but in
the light of our social conditions we hold, furthermore, that no such right can
be exercised under a system of economic inequality, essentially destructive

of life, of liberty and of happiness.

With the founders of this republic we hold that the true theory of politics
{s that the machinery of g vernment must be owned and controlied by the
whole people; but in the light of our industrial development we hold, further-
more, that the true theory of economics is that the machinery of production
must likewise belong to the people in common,

To the obvious fact that our despotic system of economics is the direct
opposite of our democratic system of politics, can plainly be traced the exist-
ence of a privileged class, the corruption of government by that class, the
alienation of public property, public franchises and public functions to that
class, and the abject dependence of the mightiest of nations upon that class,

Again, through the perversion of democracy to the ends of plutocracy,
labor is robbed of the wealth which it alone produces, Is denied the means
of self-employment, and, by compulsory idleness in wage slavery, Is even

deprived of (he necessaries of life.

Human power and natural forces are thus wasted, that the plutocracy

may rule.

Ignorance and misery, with a)l their concomitant evlls, are perpetuated,
that the people may be kept in bondage.
Science and invention are diverted from their humane purpose to the

enslavement of women and children.

Against such a system the Socialigt Labor Party once more enters Its
protest.. Once more it reiterates its fundamental declaration that private
property in the natural sources of production and in the instruments of
labor is the obvious cause of all economic servitude and political dependence,

The time is fast coming when, in the natural course of social evolution,
this system, through the destructive action of its fallures and crises on the
one hand, and the constructive tendencies of its trusts and other capitalistic
combinations on the other hand, shall have worked out its own downfall,

We, therefore, call upon the wage workers of the United States, and
upon all. other honest citizens, to organize under the banner of the Socialist
Labor Party into a class-conscious body, aware ‘of its rights and determined

to conquer them by taking possession of the public powers;

80 that, held

together by an Indomitable spirit of solidarity under the most trying con-

ditions of the present class struggle, we may put a summary end to that

barbarous struggle by the abolition of classes, the restoration of the land
and of ail the means of production, transportation and distribution to the
people as a collective body, and the substitution of the Co-operative Com-
monwealth for the present state of planless production, industrial war and

socinal disorder;

a commonwealth in which every worker shall

have the

free exercise and full benefit ofhis faculties, multiplied by all the modern

RESOLUTIONS, ;

With a view to immediate improvement in the condition of labor we

factors of civilization, *

present the following demands:

1. Reduction of the hours of labor in proportion to the progress of

production,

2. The United States to obtain possession of the mines, railroads, canals,
telegraphs, telephones and all other means of public transportation and
communication; the employees to operate the same co-operatively under con-
trol of the Federal government and to elect their own superior officers, but
po employee shall be discharged for political reasons.

3. The municipalities to obtain possession of the loecal railroads, fer-
ries) water works, gas works, electric plants and all industries requiring
municipal franchises; the employees to operate the same co-operatively under
control of the municipal administration and to elect their own superior
ofticers, but no employee shall be discharged for political rensons, .

4. The public lands to be declared inalienable, Revocation of all iand grants
to corporations or individuals, the conditions of which have not been com-

plied with.

6. The United States to have the exclusive right to issue money,

6. Congressional legislation providing for the scientific management of
forests and waterways, and prohibiting the waste of the natural resources

of the country.

7. Iluventions to be free to all; the Inventors to be remunerated by the

nation.

8. Progressive Income {ax and tax on inheritances; the smaller Incomes

to be exempt.

9. School education of all children under fourteen years of age to be
compulsory, gratuitous and accessible to all by public assistance in meals,

clothing, books, etc., where necessary.
Repeal of all pauper, tramp, conspiracy and sumptuary laws. Un-

10,
abridged right of combination.

11. Prohibition of the employment of children of school age and the em-
ployment of female labor in occupations detrimental to health or morality.
Abolition of the convict labor contract system.

12. Employment of the unemployed by

city, state and natfon).

tpe publlc-luthorjuel (county,

13. All wages to be pald in lawful money o.ltho United States. Equaliza-
tion of woman’s wages with those of men where equal service Is performed.

14¢. Laws for the protection of life and limb in all occupations, and an

efficient employers’ liability law.

15. The people to have the right to propose laws and to vote upon all
measuresof importance, according to the referendum principle, f
16. Abolition of the veto power of the Executive (national, state and mu-

nicipal), wherever it exists.

/17. Abolition of the United Bmiu Senate and all upper legislative

chambers.
18. Municipal self-government,

19. ' Direct vote and secret ballots in all elections. Unlversal and equal
right of suffrage without regard to color, creed or sex., Election days to be
legal holidays. The principle of proportional representation to be introduced.

20. All public officers to be subject to recall by their respective consti-

tuencies.

2L . Uniform ecivil and criminal law throughout the United States.
Administration of justice-to be free of charge. Abolition of capital punish-

ment,
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Grand Central Palace,
Laxington Av., betw. 431 & dith Sts.
MONDAY,
February 22nd, 1897,
(Washington's Birthday),
arranged by the

Volkszeitungs Conferenz,
New York,

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE

" LABOR PRESS.

Concert, Living Pictures, Singing,
Athletic Performances, Girand Ball,
Appearance of the
World-renowned,
Imperial Japanese Troupe of
Osaka, Japas,

Acrobats, Juggiers, Wire
i performers,

TICKETS...............15 Cents,

for sale in ull wee differe:
o MS" tings of the ;‘t
Wll:l‘l& ,l:ba Ia«wu-:.u E. msx..
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A ' _Bteam
’ Printing
B7 Franfort Streest 87
Cor. Pearl wt,,
Franklin 8quare Elev, B. B, Station

Orders will be taken at 116 East 8th Bireet, betw
Aveaue A and First Avenus, New York Olty. 14

. Goldmann's Printing Ofice,

eor, Noew Chambers and Willinm Sis,
\ ““win Type Sebting Nachines
o Ggrots was

MORRIS HILLKOWITZ,
Attorney at Law,
132 Nassau Street, Room 604

DR. C.L. FURMAN,

DENTIET, 1
12§ SHERMERHORN ST., BROOKLYN, M. Y.

2 Oa Bie olcs

 BROOKLYN
Labor Lycenm

©49-855 WilloubyAgh Ae.

Mesting Booma. Large Eal tor Mass Mestings |

Books pen for Balls and Pio-Nics.

<] WORKMEN PATRONIZN YOUN OWE HOMD

M. Y. PAINTERS

Meet Every Month, 8 P. M., at 138
140 East 57th Street.

(This paper will be mailed to
member frie of charge by order of |
organization, and will contain al i
notices and information as are neces. &
sary.) i

The last meeting of the New York
Painters, held on Feb. 15, was well at. |
tended, dispatching the necessary b
ness in usual order. '

The Amalgamation Committee :
ported that a mass meeting of the sey.
eral unions will be held on Wedn ;
March 3 next, in Chickering Hlll,m
before the attendance the plans of the
new unification and also progress in
minor matters. i

The report of Arbitration Committes
was read and adopted.

A committee from Int. Bakers’ Uniey
No. 92 addressed the meeting,
aid in their battle against unmr'%
ployers by sustaining a boycott on
Freitag, 1632 2d avenue, between
and 85th streets, giving full and
reasons, and distributing ecirenl
boycott was indorsed by the C.
Also  on  another baker boss,d
Schneider. Members of our un
pecially those living in the ne
hood, are requested not to supply
selves with products from above souns

A letter from Baumgarten and the i
port of our delegate were read, bel
closely connected. They were recelve
and caused a long debate, The delegate
received instructions in this matter,

As a great geal of business is to be
acted upon, especially relative to the
amalgamation, members are hereby
notified that the meeting of our body
will be held as usual on next Monday, |
Peb. 22, 5

One candidate was admitted to mem-
bership, and action oh several others
was.postponed for one week.

THE SECRETARY.

~ GRAND

MASQUERADE and GIVIC BALL

arranged by the :

Central Labor Federation, D. A. No. 1,

District Assembly49,8.T.L.A.,

~AND THE~

HEBREW
FOR THE

LABOR PRESS
SATURDAY Eve., February 20,

AT THE

Crand Central Palace

Lexington Av., bet, 43vd and 4ith 8t
The greatest invention of the 19th Cent

REALOSCOPE,
Pictures in motion, true to Iife’
Ballet Dances by the Children
Professar Helcklen,.

10 Prizes 5
will be given to the best masks,

Tickeots: Gents 25 Cts, Ladies

|

UNITED TRADES.

nm-% 1 (A.ernleuln 8, L. s.
meoting every first Friday.
ing every srd Friday at 64 t m

tures every Sunday 8 P. M. at Stu,
17th 8ir,, and Hudson Hnusm‘.m

8th Ave. i

cnn suhm  Clup (Musicians
l"ﬁ? Tuesday at 10

g: l-tnot. n”l:z“ Lyceum. );n-"

o

i

utral Labor Federation of New Tei%
. T. & L. A, D, A, No. 1
overy Bunda

sent to the 0
64 East 4th sivont, Now ook ige

t, cv-?
District II (German), at 213 Fors;
overy Bat y at § p. m.—District

at 1422 20d avenue, at 8 p. m.

Empln City Loage (Machintsta),
cvery Wednesdny evening at the
Lycevn, o Bast dth street,

o Becrotury: HENRY ZINCK.

e Walters' Unlom
G Office: 385 Bowery, Unhl.'
visors mests avery Wodnesdey ok &
[
same Hall, - el -..

Sucuo- Essex County, 8, L. P,

first Bunday in each month at 3§ p. m. I8
of ‘Essex County SBoclalist Glub,” 76
Newark, N.J. 3

kandinavian Seetion, 8, L. P,
s aud éth Bunday of every month at 10
m., at Bchuler's 2311253 East 33rd
York City. Bubscription orders taken for the
Kocialist Weekly, Boaxp. A, ARBATAREN.

s.elalht Sclence Ciuh, Meoots at

Hall, 140th street and drd avenue, ¢
and 3rd Fridayats P. M.  Also
every Sunday night, 7.80 P, M., preo
entertalument at same Hall,

Arbeiter Kranken- und Ste
fir die Vor. sp_n_u_. Yon
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