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f Dbegeing the capitalist politician.

NEW YORK, MARCH 14, 1897.
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g Congress that Expired
 last March 4.

E and SIMPLE WATERLOO.

#Bilt No. 1"-Its Wonderful Experience
. .Erdman Arbitration Bill, Endorsed
by All Parties, Yot Squclched-—The
“iComms Bill,” ordered ‘‘Flaced on the
. (alendar” When the Calendar Could
no Longer be Reached — “'Contempt™
‘Pill-Phillips Bill, Mutilated aud then
. Killed -Seamen's Bill.
" WASHINGTON, D. C., March 8,-~The
“ulabor record” of the Congress that hus
Just expired miust be a bitter disen-
L chantment to all those that have pinueld
_ their salvation, not upon their own ef-
L foris. Imt upon what they can get by
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. Of the many labor bills introduced,
v two passed, of these two, snly one
ame a law. This synopsis wonld be
pmment enough. The bills that pro-
[imoted capitaiist Jobs and capitalist in-

s

O terests came in and were put (hrough
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g :br the scores, and became law withont
1 ‘ dllﬂrn.ll,\': the bills that were claimed to

L be in the interest of the working class

Cwere crowded  back and  miscarried.
Even if these two that passed Congress
or the ene that curvived the Presidential
serutiny were veally labor bills, the

] [";Mﬂng woult e bad enongh, anid those

" who theorize upon the advisability of
clasg-unconscions  politics mmst  find
L' Lbeirtheoiy once more pretty we!l shat-
L tered. Dut a eloser serutiny of some of
L the labor bills that were introduced, of
the fate of these that indeed might

have seemed beneficial for labor. of the

@ nature of the one that pacsed Congress

but was sat down ujon by the Presi-

& dent, and finally of the nature of tae

single, solitary one that did becoms law
knocks the ciavs-tunconacions theory of
polities into upliniers and leaves the
Inbor fakir eicnient, whose existence
. depends upon the success of their stupid
theory, chilled through to the very mar-

Calendar,” [n other words, the session
being about to expire, the bill was
shelved,

HILL'S CONTEMPT DILL.

The treatment received by Debs justly
infuriated the working clags. This was
n grand opportunity for the labor fakirs
and the politicians to make capltal for
themselves. Te teach the workers that
it matters not what statute is on the
statnute books, =o long as the capitalist
cluss is in political power, the stututes
will be interpreted and enforced in favor
of the loafing and against the toiling
class, would not do. The labor fakir
and the politician would thereby be
cutting the ground from under them-
selves.  They could profit by the dis-
content of the workers only by claim-
ing that all that was needed was to
amend the law, and then, even if the
capitalist elass was in power, all wonld
be well. * Accordingly, Senator Hill, a
notorious capitalist labor bamboozler
and corruptionist, introduced a bill in-
tended to prevent abuges by Judges un-
der the pretence of “Contempt proceed-
inge.” .

The bill was digenssed, amended, re-
ported backward and forward, and fin-
ally dumpred!

These were the leading ones of the
steck of labor hills that Congress sat
down upon. Of the two it passed; oue
was the

PHILLIPS EILL.

Last week's issne of THE PEOPLE
Jahiy dealt with the merits of this bill.
1t was egshntially a fokir's bill, 1t was
not simply humbng, 'like the Hill Con-
tempt bill; it was worse than that, 1t
was nothing but a scheme to give a
penzion to the leading labor fakirs of
the land. The pretence was to create
a commission that should make recom-
mendations to Congress in behalf of the
toiling masses, The real object was to
glve u salary of $5.000 to several star
fakirs, and minor salarjes to minor
fakirs. These genilemen are “bursted
wide open”; the rank and file Is falling
away; dues don’t come in. If left to
themselves, the fakirs could no longer
do for the capitalist class the dirty work
of keeping the rank and file of the work- |
ers in ignorance, and leading them, like |
sheep, into the shambles of the capiial- |
15t parties regularly every election day,
“To do this dirty work they must enjoy
leisure; the Jeisure they once enjoyed,
through the dues they collected, through
the gelling of the labels to sweater
bosses, ard through other aets of |
treachery, are falling off terribly. - The
Phillips LIl was intended to remedy
this evil. Such a bill surely had un-
equaled opportuniiies.

Well, the, '

o TOwWE
¢ | BILL No. 1.

First of all there was “Bill No. 1.”
This- bill was one in favor of the
| postal raflway employees, Much

; depended upon it for the employees.
[ Every politician,

who needs labor
votes, had pledged himself to sup-
- port It. The bill turned up in the pre-
~ vious Congress but it was crowded out
“on account of the pressure of busi-
. ness.'” there being “so many other bills
'~ nhead of it on the Calendar.” Tnal was
- the excuse for its not passing then. In
' order to make certain its passage this
[l tme and prevent any other bill from
| getting ahead it, it was made “Biil No,
1" on the Calendar of this Congress.
~ What more could be expected of “labor-
loving”  Congressmen?  What  com-
| ipleter refutation of the Socialist theory
~ that labor can no longer ge: anything
worth having from the capitalists?
What better vindication of the “prac-
tleal” methods of pure and simpledom?
Being “Bill No. 1.” this ‘bill was .bound

@ tocome up and of course pass.

i Well--IT NEVER CAME UP! Safely
perched at the head of the Calendar, it
remained there in mocking solitude to

the end, whiie the capitalist bills behind
It jumped over its head and became iaw.

ERDMAN ARPIIRATION DBILL.
This bill was of much importance to
! railroad employes in general, It
* aflected the question of the employers’
L llability for the ‘njuries suffered by the
men: and what these injuries mean may
be judged from the simple fact that al-
Most as many engineers, tralnmen,
brakemen. firemen, and switchmen are
oither killed or mutilated every five
Years a8 there are engineers, trainmen,
men, fircmen, and switchmen em-
In various wavs this bill had
long been before Congress, and some-
how or other always miscarried, The
fXtuses wore numerons, the result was
slways the same. Thereupon the bill
Was taken by the men to the National
. Conventions of both old parties, and
- was ENDORSED BY BOTH. Now
| Passage geemed assured--to those who
SNl nurse the delusion that capitalist
rties have anything in them for labor.
. The bill was killed, despite the un-
; ’&l‘u\u Support of both the ruling par-

I
I8

- EIORT-NOUR, OR *‘COMMA" BILL.
‘l'.‘m: bill got the name of the “Comma
BUI" because it turned upon the placing
& comma on the Federal Eight-hour
W, recently passed, Its oblect was to
B all work performed for the Fed-
Government. whether through con-
tlors or otherwise, within the 8-hour
Much depended upon it The
e eutters, in fact the whole build-
B8 Lrade, depended upon it, Its pas-
® would at least offer a handle for
nds that now can be and are
ded by the Covernment, In a man-
L this bill was a sort of “last ditch”
the labor fakir brigade headed by
Gompers. {'pon it they staked their
itation with the workers, their in-
t¢ with the politicians. They en-
8 It in their national conventions,
Aannounced its enactment into law
assured fact, and they moved.
¥en and earth, bat hell and sheol

Ats behalr,

.UM the evening of March 2. the day
. the expiration of ‘
“reported.”

_allow themselves to be used for cat's-

.| to that moral, and, in so far, has
the | amswered n useful purpose. -

hought the pen- .
slons demanded too high: they were al-
most halved. On the last night of Con-
gress, a goodly delegation of these fakirs
Leing present in the lobbies ""represent-
ing labor,” the bill was passed in
mutilated form and sent to the. Presi-
dent,  He. evidently, congidered the
pensions still tao high, and vetoed the
bill.

THE SEAMAN'S DILL

The cne bill that wag enacied into Inw
was the “Seaman’s bill.” Whether this
is really a labor victory ar no! may be
judged from the cirenmstance that it
EXPRESSLY JUSTIFIES FLOGGING,

Nominally. the flogging of suilors is
abolished. From the debate on (he bill
it appears, however, that the practice
Is now re-introduced in a round abont
way. By this bill a captain can eseape
punishment  for assauliing a sailor.
Thig is the long and short of it

The labor record of the Clongreas that
Just expired confirms the lesson that
New Trade Unionisém has been teach-
ing. It is this:

In days gone by, the proletariat might
have been able to gain something from
the capitalist politicians: to-day they
can gain nothing. The capitalist po!i-’
tician will ever hold the word of promise
to the workers' cars and break it to
their hearts.

The tremment received by all the
labor bills that had something in them
setiles the question: the question is
settled still more by noticing that the
bill that came near becoming law was
one intended to corrupt the workers;
and finally, the question is settled -still
more completely by observing that the
only “lahor™ bill that did become law
is one that places a branch of workers
in the disgraccful attitude of helpless
flogees. i :

God'helps those who help themselves.
The working class must itself conirol
the country’s Legislatures, Executives
and Judicinries; nor'can it do that with-
out it places itself squarely upon the
class-conscious platform of the prole-
tariat and d®mands with the interna-
tional Socialist movement of the work-
ing class nothing more and nothing less
than the unconditional surrender ol the
caphialist class.

All else ¢an only serve as fun for the
exploiters of labor—the capitalist class
and its filthy outposts the labor fakirs, °

The decision of the Supreme Court
of the United States against the Texas
anti-trust law should teach much that
is valuable for the guidance of those
who earnestly desire to accomplish re-.
sults, and who are too self-respecting to

PAWS.
The Federal Court’s decision amounts |
to this: That the trust question is a
notional one, and can be settled only
upon national lines. 3
Political schemers witheut end try to
get up boomlets for themselves upon
municipal platforms that pretend to be
anti-monopolistic, and at the same time
they carefully riin away from any plan
to introduce the same pfanks in State
and national platforms. Without such
planks all municipal “anti-monopoly”
movements are the veriest fraud.. The
fate of the Texas anti-trust Iaw points

SThe mass of the people must remain

| chunged,

SLottuyes PrETTEISTEOTY Mon, and PaiTe )

| Washington, D. C., the 28th of last Feb-
L oruary,

.nill go to some other fellow's sister or

. slaves of his own.

CHANGING LABELS.

Capitalism, Labeled ** Cleveland,”"
Continges Labeled “Mclginlay."

The Feverish Excitemant Connected
with the Inauguration of “Prosperity's
Advance Agent" Affects only the
Place Hunters - and the Capitalist
Schemers - The Wage-Earning Class
Remains With its Nose to the Grind-
stone of Capitalism.

DAYTON, 0., March 4.-~"Le Rol est
mort, vive le Roi!™”

Evit Cleveland, enter MeKinlev, The
scene changes. We have a nw em-
peror and a new court.

To politicians, whether Dcmgrral or
Republican, it means much: it is their
hope or their despair. N

To deep schemers, who plot and pfas
for years in the dark'to have a law
passed or 4 measure taken which will
enable them to rob their fellow citizens,
the inauguration i¢ an event of great
importance and significance.

Not 8o to the man who carns his living
as he goes anlong. Iis weal or woe de-
pends not on the political bt on the
economic situation. " The law of supply
and demand governg prices amd affects
the results of his labor under a Repub-
lican administration  just as  under
Democratic rule. Trasis will fix prices,
destroy competition, and cut off men's
means of livelthood under MeKinley as’
under Cleveland. Great capital will con-
tinue {0 abgerb small capitol just as be-
fore. Departthent stores will leep on
driving retailers out of businesz, New
labor-saving machines will make mea's
labor unnecessary  under  Republican
rule just as under Democratic, The
more men offering their 1abor power for
sale the lower wages will fall.

The tariff may be raiced, but nothing
that Mr. MeKinley or his friends will
do will enrich the mass of the people,
and énable them to buy and consume
the goods which now glut the marke:.

poor under MeKinley as under Cleve
land.

‘The economic conditions will pot ix
It is not intendeid to change
them, W. WATKINS,

A WOMAR

/ them Some Truths,
WASHINGTON, D. C.. March $.-1
attended a  meeting of the Secular
League held at Typographicaj Hall,

A mah named Foot, of Eng-
land, read a paper on “Woman and Her
Condition Under the Present Syastem.”
e said a good deal about the rew
woman, and how she would surely et
there” at the rate of spced she was
going at the present time,  And yet |
cannot for the life of me make out jus!
what he meant by the “getting there’
part of it.

Now, there were oid men and yourg
men at that meeting, But when it came
to talk about woman and “their rights,”
as they call them, they all had the same
self-satigfied air about them that yon
will find in nire out of every ten mer
that you meet. B

The way they have of treating the
subject of woman looks s though she
was one of the lower order of aujmals,
who, by her contaet with that graad and
noble creature, man, was just learning
to raise herself above the brutes ot
creation,

One nian at the meeting gpoke aboat
woman never reaching the same level
as man in any particular, She had ul-
ways been inferior to man, and he
thought that while she may in the
future come near being the man’s equal,
still, she could never really reach the
same standsrd as man, Poor Woman!

But this is all waste of time, in my
opinion, ¢s lar as the women ave con-
cerned. [ know who a man will go to
in ense of sickpess or trouble, If he
don’t go to his own mother or sistor, he |

wother. It matters not how inferior
she may be: then she is good enough to
nurse him out of sickness or give him
advice in his trouble. | was going to
say sympathy, but there is no time for
stuch foolishness in these days of “puil-
ing the devil by the tail’ just for a
miserable existence.

I will give one of a large number of
instances that happen every day to that
inferior creature, woman. There is an
establishment in this eity run by a for-
mer wage slave, who is now able to keep
This is the way he
treats those slaves: One of them, a
woman. had been working for him for
some time, and he had found no fealt
with her work-~that was all right. but
her dress did not suit him. His busi-
ness with the “fleas.” I mean. the “lady
fleas’ —as he is costumer to this part of
the inferior class (as I suppose they are
looked on as such by the male “fless,”
the same as we of the “dogs’ are looked
upon by the male of our kind). Well, as
1 said, his business had been growing
for the last two years to such an extent
by the help of the extra good slaves
that he had been able to have an exira
amount of good living and drinking..
He drank like a fish, that was to keep
his strength up; and was seized with a
bad case of swelled head. So on this
particular morning he did not like the
looks of the dress this one-dollar a-
day slave had on her back. He caught
hold of her dress and pulled it around;
and told her she was a disgrace to her
sex, and that she ought to be ashamed

~ CLNCHED

What the Worker Will Gaio—Disti
bation of Work.

Comrade Jules Gueslle, Being Question-
6d on these two Points in the French
ber, Answers theln Cogently
Amid the Cheers of the Left and the
gonvulsive Protests of the Capitalist
Telegates in the Center and Right of
_4he Chambver.
£ WHAT THI WORKEDR WILL GALN
Wik Grespre- Afeapiialist speaker,
licitous, as 21! eapitoiists are, for the
"wolfare of the working ¢k :
afls Chomber, Wit will th king-
men giin from a Common-
wlahh" What will they gain?
ted! ven: .
fFhexr will eceaze to be proletarians,
wb-r can work, and, conzejnenids, live,
oply when their labor iz pesded by the
cayitalists to kncek off profit by, They
wi! become thelr own masters, sover-
elgns economicelly as completely  as
tHey are sovereigns politically. (THey
will live in a Sosial Republic insiead of
-~ \
upler a monarchy of the employers.
ey will themselves make their shop
ritles: they will (hemselves elect thewr
forermen  and  directors  (Disapproval
from the Right; epplause from the left),
ingtead of, as.to-day, havieg to submit
Lo repregentatives imposed upon them
from without. This is ore of the gains.
Another result of the overthrow of
(Capitalism and the establishment of
Saciallsm will be this: All the mechani-
cal Tmprovements, all the scientifie (is-
cqteries, that te-day throw oui of work
men who have noithing to cell but their
lubor, would, under Socialism, serve to
reduce the hours of work. Thus stop
paces of work would no longer Le ihe
result of machinery: its result would be
increased abundance and«eisure. That
Is 2 second gain. (Applause from’ the
Lefo). -
Again, the siniisties of manufpeinres
in sthe United States show that the

v

8,
o

Sowaiist

Let me

ae cqual to the toal sum of ithe wages
pald to the working eclass: in other
words that, after all experses cre de-
dineted, the working clars are plun-
dered of fifty per cent. of their labor

mow& that, iust as soop ag the in-
enfa™ of Pproduction shall have
cdased to be private and have Lecome
the collective property of the working-
clues, the share of thig class will be in-
creased Ly the full share that now is
pilfered -from them by the capltalist
elass, to wit, 50 per cent. That is a
third gain. (Applause from the Left:
protests from the Right),
But there is still more.
are not the useless oxpenses, how huge
is not the waste that now secompanies
the period of competition or of indus-
trial anarely that we are now travers-
ing! How much energy is not ggquan-
dered away in these competing factories
that nrust now wrestle with each other!
How great, consequently. will not be
the economies in the Socialiri Common-
weslth, where industry will have been
tpified!  (Applavse from the extreme
Left), Look. around ye. To-day, the
Inrge factory compels the small one to
shnt down; the large Industry kills the
smnll one; the large bazars, those re-
tall emporiums like the “Lonvre” and
the *Bon Marche' ruin the small shops.
Why is this s0o? Because the general
expenses of the lirge establishments
ean be distiibuted over an ever larger
number of goods, and thus chegpen pro-
ducts below the poict where tha smal'er
establishment can carry «<n competi-

How many

tion, For the samc reason that these
great  cstablishments can reduce  ex-
ecuses, the Socialist’ Commonwealth

ould be all the more able to reduce
them, and all these savings wonld go to
increase the share of the workers. On
this subject of expenses, 1 have left out
of consideration the thousand and one
useless outlays that competition carries
in. its wake—advertisements, special
wagon deliveries, “bargains,” all of
which answer no useful social need
whatever, and are intended solely to
hunt and decoy customers, a practice
that the capitulist speakers in this
Chamber have, during this debate, stig-
matized as “Jewish,” but which, in fact,
is nothing but an attribute of capitalist
society. 1Is not this another gain? (Ap-
plause from the Left, A voice {from the
Right: ¥There is a good deal in that.”)

All the millions of wealth, now held
separate and exhausted by the mos!
shameless jobbery and speculation, will
likewise be added to the share of the
workers, while to-day, on the contrary,
the workingmen nmust fecd not only the
capitalist minority, but also to all man-
ner of parasites upon that minority,
such as the menials of both sexes who
consume withput producing (“Hear!
Hear!" from the extreme Left). The
turning of all these useless arms to
productive labor will give no slight in-
crease to the wealth of the nation.
These are gains, positive and tangible,
which the working class is discovering,
and which It will know how to cecure.

DISTRIBUTION OF WORK.

I wish now to turn to another point
‘ralsed here—the distribution of work
in the Socialist or Co-operative Com-
monwealth. k]

We have been asked: How will the
less desirable and the positively dis-
agreeable work of gociety be performed
in the Socialist Commonwealth, and
where would be found men to pursue
the positively dangerous occupations?

That gort of work is geing done to-
day; the men who perform it are found.
We find them In the mines and other
suth places. I cannot well understand
how they are to disappear when So-
cialism prevails; I can not see that the
fact of their then recciving the whole

(Continued on Page 2.)

profits pocketed by the capitalist class |

of their product instead of the niggard { *

wages they now get, or of their working
siXx or seven hours instead of the
twelve that they have to sweat through
under capitalism will cause them to
cease to exist, 1 do not understand the
logic that claims that our miners, ete,.
will no longer be because a new social
order raises their incomes, lowers their
hours of work, and infinitely improves
Aheir condition. This objection eannot
have been meant seriously,

“But.” 1 may be told, and have heen
told, “to-day those men are there to be
had, but later they won't be there to be
had. In the meusure in which the new
social order brings forth new men, with
superior intefiectual powers, these men
wili dislike certain classesof work which
to-day we find ready applicants for,
because hunger compels them. (A voice
from the Right: “And so it is!") 1 wold
you that argument would be made, [t
amounts to saving that the day when
the Lish of hunger shall ceage to be, the
workers in these industries  will no
longer be driven to that sort of work.
Unce you muk> that argument you mnst
no longer praie about the “freedom ot
lahor™ being a pillar of vour sovial
system. Hunger, officlating as a dra-
goon, to fill the mines and factories de-
molishes  your vaunted “freedom of
labo: t"Hear! Hear' from the Lefr;
protesis from the Right).

But apart from all that, you forget that

the machire is here: it is improving rap-
idly; it is dally assuming the dangerons
and disagreeable part of labor. Wlih-
out falling Into Utopinnism, we can
foresee the day in which human labor,
in all departments, will consist mainly
in superintendence,

Dut in the meantime, what of these
dangerous occupations that have still
to be performed by labor? They will
be controlled by the law of supply and
demand, strippeid by the new socinl dis-
pensation from freedom-crushing
features of to-dar. To thoat law we shall
recort  for  the  distribution of work
among the zevoraland unequal _branches
of production,

Say that in the Socialist Common-
wealth the workday is of six. hours. A
call will Le Issved for, say, field and
mine laborers. If mine labor is con-
sidered extra hazardous or disagree-
able, all applications will be for field
work: none will apply for mine work.
What would that indicate? That six
hours underground work are not equal
to six hours of work in the open air; aml
that, in order to enlist the necessay
mine labor, the miners' work day must
be reduced to five. (Violent interrup-
tions from the Center and the Righty, 1
am giving a cerlous answer {0 & serious
question,

If_a reduction, t Ne 1 ¥ & 3
“ériongh to oblata Tof The sainés Mo nee.”
egsary forces, the fact would indlcate
that five hours underground are not vet '
equivalent ‘to slx above ground. By
thus applying the law of supply and de-
mand, the reduction can be earried on
until the necessary quantity of labor Is
found, and when the supply exceeds the
demand the hours may again be rafsed.
Supply and demand will suffice, with-
out violence, to efect that proper dis-
tribution of werg that you imagined to
be o problrm of impossible  solution.
Thus work will be found lor all who
want to work, while those who can and
won't work alone wonld have to he
dealt with. (Protests from the Right
and Center).

I am not surpriced at yonr manifesta-
tions of dislike at such a prospect: you
believe In sharing the product of labor,
but you dislike to share the burden of
work. But the class whom you have
virtually kept from sharing the com-
mon patrimony of humanity will yet en-
force the principle. In fact the modern
fgssne may be summed up this way: “The
working class demands that the can:
itnlist class share the hurden of pro-
duction. (“Hear! Hear!" from the ex-
treme Left; and also muclt laughter
from the same benches, some volees cry-
ing out: “It will be a pretty sight,”
“They don’t know how to work,"” *'They
only know how to shirk it.”)

The returns from the Austrinn elec-
tions are coming in In such way that we
shall postpone an acconnt of them until
more {ully informed. The difficulty in
the case arises from the circumstance
that in some places the elections are
“direct.” in others “indirect.” This
prevents a forecast of the strength of
the Socialist delegation ia the Parlia-
ment; furthermore, the eleelions are not
all held on one day, but stretch over n
month or more. :

Nevertheless, from the figures that
are in, it is evident that the Socialist
vote is big, so big that it promises to be
the biggest of all the contending parties,

A full report will be given when the
returns are complete or substantially
complete.,

In Vienna the Socialist vote is 88,000
—-a mighty start.

The same old song comes now from
Leadyille, 'Colo. The great -miners’
strike is called off; the men surrend.r
unconditionally.

Strikes, this among them, would no:
be really lost even if the men returned
at the bosees’ terms, provided the
struggle s conducted intclligently. If
the men struggle for the ultimate object
of total emancipation, then a
a skirmish whose fate doex mot aff
the issue, and out of whigh the soldiers
merge with increased glle'lplho.. Tl i

If, however, a strike s condmeted
upon the senseless plan that pure and
simple unions conduct theirs, then its
Joss is thorough going. To impute the
loss of this strike to “lack of funds” is
like imputing death to “lack of breath.”
The union lender who does the former
Is as unfit as the physician who does the

_erooks.

:chl usnte? t::t iﬂtdnlxb,:t ders’”
‘cducation of the masses, but seeks
turn this also into a weapon for the

latter,

“PINDPLE” M. 2

In the New Buncoing Party, of
the N. Y. Eﬂitalist Class.

““EDUCATION."

Capitalism Firat Renders Hard the
Acquirement of Education tothe Work.
ing Class, and then Sets up an Educa-~
tional Test for the Civil Service-Its
Attempt to Keep all tho Public Offices
for Itself With the False Pretence of
Whunting to Give overy Citizen a Fair
Chanco.

The second “prineiple.”” uwpon which
the newly proposed capitalist party for
the Greater New York—the “Citizens'
Unjion”—is to run, diders from the
first “principle.” taken vp last week, in
this: “Prineiple”™ No. 1 i« 2 boomerang;
“principle” No, 2 's o fraud. 1t demands
the enforcement of ke Civil Service
tests to applicants for public office “so
as to afford a fair-Chance to every it~
izen.™ ) B

This sounds beautiful, and 'in propor-
tion to the beauty of its sound it Is
fraudulent. ¢

.Who can pass the Civil Service ox-
aminations now imposed?

Those ouly whe have enjoyed school-
ing. :

Under the eapitalist system, which I8\

upheld by the promoters of the “Oit-
izens” Union,” illiteracy Is a staple pro-
duct, Tue capitalist ¢clngs prevents in a
number of ways the gencral aecquire-
ment of knowledge,

By reducing the wages of the bread-
winning parents, capitalism deprives
these of the menns to enahle thelfchil-
dren to go throngh school, and evan
compels them to take thelr children out
of school to earn something that will
help the family to exist, - s L

Nor Is this all. Lavish in ds/oxpen-
ditures for armories and the liks, cap-

uwm—».;-mdu.‘.%mwmy
tions for education. It ls-afinid o

nothing so much as bf education. In
vetoing the Immigration restriction
bill, its then chiel gignitary, Grover
Cleveland, let the cat out of the bag by
condemuing the clause that demanded
an educational test, and polnting out
that the danger lay with the educated,
Our public schools are congested In
the primary departments; the upper
grades feel no such crowding, Moat of
the children of the working people huve
barely an opportunity to sequire the
simplest rudiments of writing, reading
and arithmetic., They are forced out of
school by poverly, and in the avoen-
tions that they are thrust into for a
Living there is no chance for turther de-
velopment. They grow up utterly in-
capable of passing such examination as
the Civil Service rules arn now de-
muending. i
That the Civll Service 'employees
shenld not be an Ignorant lot Is certain-
Iv desirable; but If those who Inslst
upon this are honest in their clalm that
their object is “to afford a fair chance
to every citizen,” they must start with
a proposition to enable every citizen to
be equipped with the education that will
make his chance falr. To deprive the

majority of the citizens of the oppor- .

tunity 1o so equip themselves, and then
to say their “chance is fair” Ia the
height of perfidy. And the perfidy be-
comes all the more infamous because of
its pretence to falrness,

Th= modern Civil Service rules are in-
iendad to give places to the sons of the
property-holding class, who otherwise
could nof earn a living; these rules are
intended to bar out the unhappy work-
ers, whose opportunities 10 learn were
consumed in the struggle, from early
infancy, to get a bare living and support
with the fleecings perpetrated upon
them the very class thai now seeks to
monopolize the public offices.

The modern Civil Service rules illus- .
trate admirably a characteristic of all
criminals: they all try to profit by their
own wrongs. After wrongfully de-
priving the workers from opportun-
ities for an cducation, the capitalist
clags now sanctimoniously dewmands
that only the educated shall have ac-
cess 1o the public erib on the Civil Ser-
vice list, and aided by the plausibility
of their argument, they carry out this
further conspiracy against the prole-
tariat. G

The *“Citizens’ Union" will rope in to
its support only the schemers and the

showed their sense of Class-consclous-
vess last November by casting their
ballots for the- Socialist Labor party,
and those whose class-consciousness
has since been awakeoed, will Jo'tg‘ln
the' condemnation of the fraud which
is new party contemplaies against
Ircady shamefuily defranded
workers. ‘They will endorse the

tiple of promoting tion,
thereby all .the more

further subjugation of the workers,

They will emphasize their views and
attest their un-mmm,yn_‘g i

their votes for the party whose embl
is “Labor,” and whote purpose s
overthrow of “Capitalism.”

Those of the proletariat who -




~ wrong. Just dhink of it:

_ B :
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SIS T TR T s
TERMS TO SURSCRIRBERS

'Tuvarfably in advauce:
one year.
Hix wonths.

A far as possibin, refelted communications
will be returued 1 so desired gind stampa are

enclosed,

“Entered us secotddclams matter at the New
York, N. ¥.. Fost fiice, on April 6th, 1861
1

SOCIALINT VOTE IN THE UNITED
p NTATES,

In INSS (Presidential)..  ceceeienes.. 2,068
TR T L L USSR PSR b K- - |
An INDZ (Presidential). L T H Y
M0 RBOE ooonienninieiiitinaiusnsannsanss 33,183
In 18986 (residential).... 36,6683

The lord will enter into jufgment

with the elders of his people 1tis
yeo that have este» up the yineyard:
the mpolis of he poor 1s in your
houses; what mean ye that ye
‘erash my people. and grind the
facos of tha poor? saith the Lord,
tho Lord of Hosts, —

O THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE

FRENCH COMMUNE.

Written for THe PEOPLE by Mr= JANE KEED
s Wiashington, . €|

——

Hurrah for the men of seventy-one!
Hurrah for the men of to-day,
Who have taken the place of our hon-
" ored dead
Jo the ranks that were broken in May!

Hurrah for the cause that is worth our
? best!

Hurrah for the flag that is red;
Which waves o'er our comrades

~* avery clime!

Let us keep it on high until dead.

in

Hurrph for the Hammer and Arm so
strong! - i
Hurrah for the fight without rest,
That is waged by our party, so fearless.
and true,
'(ainst the foes of the East and West!

Hurrah for the papers and books so
brave! I
Hurrah for the road not long,

' “ Which” leads from out of the present

slough
To the nrn} of the workers' song!

Hurrah for the Comrades who fought in
the past!

Hurrah for the days to come, -
‘When the vanguurd shall hear from the
: hosts so near— o

The glorious words: “"WELL DONE!"

McKINLEY STARTS IN.
In his Inauguiml address, the present
President “pledged” himself, the pre-
vious one used to “consecrate” himself,

' “Prevent the execution of all schemes
to appress the people by undue charges
on thelr supplies.” ;

The first thought that will occur to
the unsophisticated reader is, Has Mc-
Kinley turned un-American? The the-
ory of “Americanism,” as she has been
hitherto preached, is that all plans of

g aid to one class against oppres-
slon by any other are unhallowedly un-
American; that genuine Americanism
is best typefied by the conditions pre-
valling in cow-hoy districts: every one
for himself, and good luck to the sur-
vivor. The more sophisticated are fuliy
aware that this was a false pretence;
that “Amerlcanism,” as practised by
our ruling class, consisted in giving pro-

" tection to the boldest ruffian and aiding
him with might and main to oppress
the working class. Nevertheless, the
avowal that the “people” need protec-
tion against domestic oppressors indi-
cates a turn about worth noting.

In the second place, the intellectual
crookedness or intellectual bankruptey
of our new President should not be al-
lowed to excape uncommented on. A

During the days when the Federal’
Income-tax law was being popularly de-
bated this short and spicy dialogue took
place:

Adversary of the Law—This law is all

If by your
thrift and Industry you have got an in-
come of §10,000 a yvear, you will be taxed

on more than $5,000 thereof.

Neutral to the Law—1 don't see any

wrong in that. Give me the income and
1 won’t mind the tax.

Besides the wit of this answer, It
teaches an economic lesson that Mr.
McKinley had better learn, to, wit:
“Never mind charges on supplies pro-
vided the people have enotigh fo get the
supplies.”

Every person who approaches the
Socfal Question superficially
occupied about taxes and prices, in
Jother words they look at the question
from the side of the consumer, which
deserves no consideration, and neglect
the question from the side of the pro-
ducer, which alone deserves considera-
tion. This principle can not be lost
sight of without intelicctual capsation.
- The welfare of the workers, und they
are the people, depends upon the share
of their product that remains in their
hands.  Under the capitalist system,
that share is their wages, and their

© wages decline with the increased per-

fection of machinery and concentration
of production.  Of course, the man

- whose consumption is small suffers. but

“this is not a cause, it is a result. The

¢ cause Is the smallness of his earnings;

is pre- -

these being unequal to his needs, his

consumption declines. 1f his earnings
are large. if the share of his product is
large, his consumption will be large in
proportion.  Cornsumption  will take
care of itgelf. What needs taking care
of is the system of production, and
systematize it in such way that the pro-
ducer is not robbed of the fruits of his
labor.

It follows from this principle that,
cither ignorantly or pervarsely, our Pre=
sident announces that he proposes to
take hold of the wrong sow by the ears.
He may reduce the charges of the
people’s supplies and yet the people will
not be a-whit better off, seeing that their
wages are bound to go down in propor-
tion, while the idle class will thereby
be pocketing a larger share of the fruits
of labor. ihf

Look at it as one may, McKinleyism
is Clevelandism, just the same as Cleve-
Jandism 18 essentially Brydnism-—-dif-
ferent spellings for Capitalism.

WISE AUSTRIAN MIDDLE cIlass.

Austria 18 just pow going through
what may be called the throes of her
first general elections. Hitherto the
working class was wholly disfranch-
‘iged; Ly the recently passed suffrage
law, defective thongh it is, the workers
may be said to ‘be substantially en-
franchized, The present elections are
taking place under the new law.

It goes without saying that the new
law is a result of that social evolution
that is drawing everywhere more sharj-
ly the distinctions and antagoniims
that exist Letween the capitalist, the
middle and the working class, As a
result of this the political pronuncia-
mentos of the three classes in any capi-
talist country bear close resemblance to
thoze of the corresponding classes in
all others. Whether one reads a capi-
talist, a middle class or a proletarian
political document in the Itallan, Ger-
man, American, Danish, or any other
language, he will find the arguments:
running on identical lines. Without
furnishing an exception to this rule,
the political manifesto of the middle
class of Vienna furnishes a variation
that is highly interesting and that
places that Viennese class ahead, in-
tellectually, of its fellow middle classes
in all other countries, our own not ex-
cepted.

It is a feature of the “reformer” that
he can see only the interests of the
middle class; of the proletariat he
knows little and cares less. To him, the
middle class is the class to be saved.
He lives on recollections of the past; he
traces that class back; finds it to have
been the bulk of the pation, and, in hig
ignorarce of facts and of social evolu-
tion, he believes that class to be siill
as powerful numerically, and as essen-
tinl socially. To that class accordingly,
the “refprmer” turns, and, like a quack,
he seeks to cure it, Overrun with quack
reformers as the proletariat has been
in all countries, and continues to be in
ours, it does not attract, even approxim-
ately, the number of reform quacks that
‘afflict the middle class and befuddle its
intellect. Everywhere, accordingly, the
middle class is the favorite social class
for quack reformers to experiment
upon. It Is so in Vienna too, as a mat-
ter of course; but differently from every-
where else it is the Viennese middle
class, as far as we can ascertain, that
has first discovered this fact, and first-
sounds the note of warning against the
quacks who are anxloiis to experiment
ubon it, and to whom everywhere else
the middle class falls a ready prey.
Viewed from this point,” the most in-
teresting political document issued in
Austria’ during this campaign is one
that procceds from the Viennese middle
class and in which this'passage occurs:

“In the pending ’Iemlon'l‘or members
of the Reiclistag, we have to deal, not
with the leaders of the Socialist work-
ing cluss only, but especially with a
group of gentlemen, the so-called ‘Social
Reformers,” whom we should give o
wide berth, because they seek to get
into office upon our backs and to use
us for objects upon which to practice
their theoretical experiments. These
people with their theories are infinitely
more dangerous to us than the Social-
iste, The Soclialists at least have a
clear-cut programme which is strictly
consistent withl its promises. These
‘Social Reformers,” however, with the
jar of their confused notions, can do no
end of mischief.”

What trials, tribulations, illusions
and mortifications would not our own
middle class save itself if it possessed at
least as much clearness of political
vision as do its Viennese fellows, and
likewise give a wide berth to the Bry-
ans, Peffers, Kyles, Georges and a score
of such other moths!

THE .LATEST AND NEWEST.

The Philadelphia Unlon Traction
Company’s employes are in a plight pe-
culiarly sad and yet peculiarly instruc-
tive. ' 1

Have their wages been reduced per
hour, or their hours of toil been ex-
tended? No. Their wages have been
raised per hour, and their hours of work
have been reduced.

Only the other day they implored the
company for a reduction of hours and
increase of earnings per hour; they have
now got both; and distracted by suffer-
ing, they wish to return to the previous
rates,

Are they gone crazy? No; they are

_right, and herein lies the point.

Former rates were 16 2-3 cents per
‘hour, and 12 hours work: that netted
$2 per day. ‘ .

- “labor field career.”

The hours of work have been reduced.
to 10 and the wages have beén rafsed
but only two-thirds of a cent per r;
they now recelve 17 1-3 cents. At the
rate of 10 hours, that nets $1.75 a day.
In other words the men’s earnings have
been Jowered by 25 cents, AlE s

It has now come to a pass that th
vers demands of lzbor can be and are
turned to gall by the caphalis class,
and that, grieveus though previous con-
ditions were, they beceme prereraplo io
the improved ones that the boss is wiil-
ing to grant. It has come 10.even
worse: Concessions to the workers have
Lecome agrecable to the boss inasmuch
as such concessions afford an opportun-
ity to plunder the workers under the
guise of relieving them. Well may they
dread that the loss of even some of The
lttle they now get is veiled under any
seeming kindness that may henceforth”

be bestowed upon them from such
quarters.
Under the ignorant leadership~ ol

ignorant schemers, the working clgss
of the country is fast approaching the
point when - thelr pregent  degrided

_cordition will be considercd n paradise

to what iz%in store for them.

POLITICAL und E( oxamué

The Hardy., Ark., "Morgan's Bizz-
Satw’ has got Mr. James R. Soverasign
down fine. He tells how Sovereign,as
a “pliant tool of Senator Jones,™ the
Demoerat, stumped Teanessée in the
pay of the Populists but earned zhe
wiges paid to him by Jones by “advis-
inz the Populists of Memphis to voie
for Cormack, the Democratic nomines
for Congress, instead of B. G. West, the
reg ular Popuiist nominee™; it sums up
the character of this beaunty-spot, in
these words:

“If there was a prize show offering a
premium for the biggest political fakir

in the country, the ‘Buzz-Saw' woild
cficr the name of James R. Sovereign.”

The “Buzz-Saw,” furthermore, says
it i5 preparing a few chapters in which
it proposes *“to show up this slick-
topgued demagogue in his proper light.”

The Kansas City “Midland Mechanic™
hasg this quaint and yet interesting item:

“J. P. McDonnell, for more than
twenty years the cditor of .the Patter-
gon, N. J.. “Labor Standard.” is being
bheartily endorsed for an [Irish con-
sulate. Mr. McDonnell has been an
active and trustworthy worker in the
labor field long enough for every man
in it to add his wishes to those who have
the pleasure of a personal acquaintance
with Mr. McDonnell for his success. If
the appointment does come it will
be about the first time in twenty years

)

e el g 11 gy
uous efforts in behalf of the working
pecple of the country,”

This is interesting inasmuch as it
furnishes us with information we did
not possess, to wit, that Mr. J. P, Me-
Donnell is now pulling the wires for a
Republican job after he got to the end
of his tether with the Democratic party.

It is quaint because those who have
kept tab on J. P, will sureiy smile to
see him-spoken of as “a trustworthy
worker In the labor field,” who, by this
appointment, wiil “for the first'time in
twenty years have secured a worthy re-
turn for his strenuous efforts.” It is
but very few years ago when J. P. in
his State of New Jersey was the center
of a political scandal that very much
confiicts with the theory of his having
been twenty years without “a wdrthy
return for his strenuous efforts.” J. P.
had a political job from the Democratic
party . in New Jersey on the Board of
Arbitration.  The sanctity of J. P.'s
conduct was doubted; he and his board
were investigated; he tried to dodge
and got Mr. Gompers to “give him a
character’; but the investigators asked
Gompers who would vouch for himself
and turned the calcium lights on J. P.
It was found out that J. P. was gullty -
of peculation. He was turning the
“mileage"” into a source of revenue. He
would get himself invited to “arbitrate"
and forthwith charge mileage nothwith-
standing he had secured passes on the
railroads. Thus he was defrauding the
State, and the mileage which he thus
wrongfully collected was surely an
ample return for his strenuous efforts
‘in helping to keep the working class
ignorant of its duties and rights.

This matter is historic. There are.
more such episodes in Mr. McDonnell's
The “Midland
Mechanic” should be more careful not,
to allow itself to be used as a speaking
speaking tube for labor fakirs like this
3. P

' The “Railway Times," organ of the
American Rallway Union, Is in a fair
way of being honored by the fakirs'
brigade with the title of “Unien
Wrecker." It gives the A. F. of L. and
itg disreputable leaders this thorough
spanking:

“Take the thousand and one labor-
saving machines which daily multiply
idle hands and increase the demand ab-
normally for employment, and in as
great a ratio decrease opportunities for
employment even at starvation wages,
and then ask the &, F. of L. what it
proposes to modify the law of supply
and demand with, and the answer is
silence. Certainly joining the A, F. of -
L. does not solve the problem, whatever
else it. may solve, * * * Socialism
works along lines of rational reform.
It deals in unities—not vagaries. The
strike and the boycott have had their
day. A new era is dawning, an era of -
higher and broader thought, in. which
there is redemption for the toiling
masses.” S :

THE TRUST—FROM THE SOCIALIST
- VIEWPOINT.

By Daniel De Leon. ;

{Thisarticle is one of elght others, published
i rhe New York fudegpescdent of the dih insiant,
as s symposinn ou the Trast Question. |

What is the Trust?

The trust is essentially a tool of pro-
duetion. The difference between the
trust and the oldest style of privately
owned tool, seen now only in musenms,
is a difference, not of kind, but of de-

. gree. A

Man is a tool-using animal. . The
tool adds inches to his stature over na-
ture by increasing the produerivity of
his labor. The same instinct that led
man to fashion the first tool pushes him
on to imphove it. The more perfect tae
instroment of production, the more
abundanut are the fruits of labor. The
trend of civilization is to.reander the
product of labor so abundant that the
burden of arduous toil, together with
want or the fear of want, for the ma-
1erial necessaries of life may be 11fted
from the shoulders and the minds of
man, and, thus raised above animal
needs, his individuality, his intellectual
and moral faculties may havé free play.
The rungs of the ladder, up which man
c¢limbs toward civilization, are the ever
more perfect tools of production,

. - -

The (gvelopment of the tool, or in-
strument of production, is twofold. It
gathers power  individually; it also
zathers power collectively, by concen-
tration, ’

The tool gathers power individually
by keeping lively step with the discov-
eries of science and the maturing genius
of mun; the old handlocm becomes a
steam and Northrop loom; the old agri-
cultural implements become steam
plows? reapers and harvesters,

The collective power, however, of the
tool {s gathered by a bitter experience.
In the course of its growth, the tool en-
counters a serious obstacle, that threat-

ens it with nullification. Its aim, the
increase of the store of wealth. is for a
titae  balked, The tool is a weapon
agalnst the foe of the race—POVERTY.
The wastefulness of competition turns
the weapon's edge against itgelf. Only
a long and bitter experience taught the
lesson and suggested the remedy--CON-
CENTRATION. The discovery once
made, it points and paves the way to
further improvements. First is born
the PARTNERSHIP of two individ-
nals; then follows the partnership of
two or more partnerships—the COR-
PORATION: next appears the partner-
ship of several ' corporations—the
TRUST.

The trust is that doubly developed
instrunent of production that combines
both the highest Individual and the
highest collective development so far
reached,
human effort up to the highest point so
far attained by the individual perfection
of the tool. As such, the trust raises,
man to giant's stature over nature; it is

<@ weapon tha! makes for civilizations
But this is not the whole u-ulh.\
L] . . *

“™¢.1s not over nature alone that the
tool adds inches to the individual; it
also adds inches to him over the tool-
less man. This pregnant socio-#onom-
ie fact does not from the start manifest
itself

So long as the tool is slight and
simple, he who wants it can readily
bring it forth by the direct application
of his labor to nature, and thereby place
himgelf on a par with whomsoever al-
ready is in possession of its equal. But
the tool deyelpps. Its development is
not from within, like organic matter,
The feature of its devalopment is the
need and inerensing need of other tools,
besides increased powers of stenm and
electricity, to carve it out of nature
with, and thus render it more potent by
rendering it more fruitful. The tool
usea in production presently needs two,
three, four other tools to bring it forth.
Even then its acquisition by individual
man, to the end of enabling him to com-
pete with those already in possession of
its like, may aot be impossible, though
the process becomes harder by degrees.
When, however, the tool has finally
reached that individual perfection of a
Northrop loom, a Mergenthuler type-
setter, a hydraulic press, a steam plow,
reaper and binder, a Westinghouse elec-
tric engine, a cotton harvester, ete., and
even long before that, none can any
longer himself conjure forth its equal
out of nature, When to this individual
growth is coupled the collective de-
velopment or concentration implied in
the trust, free competition ceases de
facto, whatever it may remain in
theory, Ik

The trust I8 the highest form of col-
lective development the tool can reach
under the system of private ownership
in the machinery of production. But
the gigantic powers it wields over na-
ture acerue to those only who hold it; to
all others it hecomes a scourge. As
such, the trnst blocks the nation's path
on its march to civilization,

Oncesthe tool has reached this stage,
it stands transmuted into a social-in-
dustrial power that emphasizes the
changes which society has been under-
going since the privately owned tool
first appeared, especially since the time'
when it entered upon the period of its
rapid development; it carries these
changes further, and it forces to the fore
a new social problem.

. . . .

‘We loye to think that the Revolution-
ary Fathers gave our people political
freedom. They did not. The ballot was
conditioned upon property qualifica-
tions, This simple fact is of deep im-.
port in the study of the problem pre-
gented by the trust. }

Then the tool of production was
slight; it was easily. acquired; and, con-
¥equently, property was the ready re-
ward of industry. At such a time the
role played bv property was not yet
manifest; ind.ed, it escaped the Revo-
lutionary Fathers, except the two wisest
and most far-seeing of them all—
Franklin and Madison. At that time,
accordingly, economlie issues were ab-
sent from our pafty platforms; the
people divided on issues essentially po-
litical. With the turning of the century
a change comes over the surface; eco-
nomic questions force themselves more
and more to the front; they were promi-
nent during the Jackson administra-
tions; they became dominant in the
Harison-Van Buren campaign; toaay

they are the all-absorbing topic. "This

It brings the productivity of °

change in the physlognomy of gur pol-
ftics has followed closely, and hag been
brought on by the development of the
tool under the svstem of private owner-
ship. ; ;
Competition is predicated npon the
capacity of combetitors to sell equally
cheap; this capacity depends upon the
power to produce with equai abundance,
and this, in turn, is in direct ratio to the
development of the tool. With the ap-
proach and appearance in the country’s
industrial arena of a tool, privately
owned and so far developed that s
creation by those witheut it was no
longer feasible, these ceased 10 he guali-

fied for the competitive warfare, and the -

common weal began ta be differentiated
mnto three hostile social ¢lasses:

" First, the Proletariat—the = wholly
toolless chss, who, no longer able to
exercise their labor function without
aceess to teols not owned by themselves,
are reduced to the level of merchandise,
and compelied to seil their’ Inbor power
in the labor market for a living:

Second, the Middle Class-—the clags

who, thongh armed with tools suflici-
ently powerful to exclude the toolless
class, find it harder and harder to hold
their own in competition with the more
powerful amd ever-perfecting tools held
by the class above: and,

Third, the Capitalist Class——the class
who, possessed of the prerequisites for
successful competition, can shift work
from their own to the shonlders of the
wroletariat: can live in idleness upon
“profits”—i. e., upon the difference be-
tween w their  emvplovees  produace
and the * ges"” paid to them—i, ¢, the
market price of labor: and can, with
their- more abundant and cheaper pro-
duetion, undersell the class below, and
reduce It to the grade of proletarians.

These class distinctions—proletarian
dependence, deepening misery and in-
creaging numbers: middle-class pre-
cariousness  of  existence, declining
nowers and ruin; capitalist. idleness,
swelling affluence and masterhood-—to-
gether with the class conflicts  nto
which capitalism ecasts society, long re-
mained veiled, The trust rends the
veil. The several views held on the
trust are mainly the class-conscions ex-
pressions of the three hostile economie
classes into which capitolist society is
divided, and Which are shaken into
class consciousness by the rclentless
logic of capitalist development mani-
fested in the appearance of the trust.

The capitalist clasa seeks to uphold
the trust in order to maintain its own
class supremacy. Its spokesmen tire
not truthfully to point out the inevit-
ableness of coneentration in productive
powers, together with the advantages
that flow therefrom in inereased pro-
duction and cheapness; they conceal,
however, the blood that staing the trail
of the trust, or even deny the existence
of such by inundating the country with
rosy statistics, gotten up to order, on
the condition of the people. But-—Me-
llora probant, deteriora sequuntur,”*

The middle class, tho itself ready (o
profit by the dependence of the tool-
less proletariat, is up in arms against
the trust, whose superior power 18
:rushing i, I chooses to see only the
ravages wrought by the trust; it in-
veighs against “monopoly,” while it up-
holds “capital™; ignorant of the Eeco-
nomico-juridic contrndiction fmpliead in
meh a position, it clamors for the over-
throw of the “monster,” or, at least, for
the clipping of its wings: and lawyers
who are not jurists, together with eco-
1omists who are not seientists, encour-
nge the folly with their twadlle,

Lastly, gonded into mental activity
by the smarts it suffers from the cap-
italist, and untrammeled by the class
interests of the middle class, the class-
~onscious proletariat is pushed beyond
both the conservatism of the former and
*he reactionary posture of the latter.
[ts closs interests reveal to it the two
leading features of the trust: the de-
velopment by concentration of the tool,
which makes for progress, and its sys-
tem of private ownership, which bhlocks
progress; -its elass interests make |t
wware of the contradiction, ‘and direct
it to save the good and permanent fea-
ture by stripping it of the evil and tem-
porary one. The class-conseious pro-
letariat pushes the evolutionary move-
ment onward by straining for the pub-

lic ownership of the trust,
. . -

The ladder, up which mankind has
been climbing toward ecivilization, the
ever more powerful tool of production,
is the storm center around which the
moderh social gtorm rages.

The capitalist class secks to keep it
for its own exclusive use,

The middle class seeks to break it
down, thereby throwing civilization
back. )

The proletariat seeks to preserve it

and improve it, and to open it to all.

* They prove better things, bnt worse follows,
~Fi. THE PROPLE.

(Continued from Page 1)

to come to work in such clothes at such
an establishment as that. Now, this
woman was as clean as it was possible
to be in her person, but she could not
afford fine clothes. Now you see that
“business,” no matter on how small a
scale, even conducted by our “superior”
males, will cRange a person from a
human being into a brute.

Man, the so-called superior creature,
should spend his time in wiping out the
social conditions that can furnish such
instances, instead of getting up in a hall
and talking about “free love” and *froe
woman,” when they are such miserable
slaves themselves. If it was not for the
way this same “superior sex' sells itself
out every election day, and stands by
with his hands in his pants’ pockets and
sees every right taken from it (by a
part of that superior class), I 'say, if
these saume men would only get up and
do the right thing and try ih every way
10 do away with their own present con-
dition of slavery, then they could with
reason and right begin to talk of “free-
ing poor woman,” but not before.

NEMO.

For an Italian Paper.

All Comrades and sympathizers who
realize the importance of upholding 2
Socialist paper in the Italian language
in this country are requested to send
contributions and subscriptions to Com-
rade C. F. Garzone, 14 Varick place,
New York City. Send at least a nickel.
"Il Proletario” needs assistance. To
digcontinue its valuable work would be
a serious sethack to the movement
among the Italian wage earners,

Brother Jonathan—There are gox
questions 1'd like to ask you ;
Socializm and the Socialist L

:'nrh- Sam-—Give us the uhm

3. J~How will you rem ) :
udice there is to-day l‘:m‘
cialist Labor party? R ke

U. S.—There is no p
move, 0

B. J.—There fsn't? Wli‘! ol
could mention to yon n dogef
men who are full of prejudice

U, S.—-Did you eve: read Mteal
Ward's account of his wife's profa
against getting up on cold morningsas
hu‘ildlnx the fire? £

3. J.—I1 don't call that a M

U, S.—What do yon rall Ir’m’ b,

B. J:=1 call that a dislike fora
thing, T

U. S.—Ditto, ditt¢ with the a
“prejudice” of some people against |
Soclalist Labor party.

B. J—But-—— &

U. §.—These people don't entert 3
prejudice against-the S, L. P. any mo
than ‘Artemus Ward’s Betsy Jane hadl
prejudice against getting® up first
warming the house. The groundwoy
of “prejudice” is a mistaken beliet,
had no mistaken bellel in the mattd
she knew exactly what she meant,
did not want it, These poople, who,
say, have a prejudice against the 8
P., entertain no mistaken notions pl
the party; they know just what it
for: and they, consistently enoughy
want it, i

B. J.—~Then they are right? |

U. S.~-From their standpolm,
I'll teli you who they are., One get
sists of the moral and intellectual’
sam and jetsam of society; a'dot)
crooks and lightweights full
ceit; their «im Is to fish in
waters, to “get there” at the
and sacrifice of everything,
worthies have for the 8. L. P. the “p
judice” of the mouse for the cat.’ THe
know that they are thoroughly
Some have been in the party befe
have been kicked out; others know
‘would have to joln the kickeex'if !
(did get in. To all of them the i
is & nuisance, and | can’t hlame

B. J.—But there pre-— 8

U. S.—Another set consists |
“pure and simple” labor fakirs,
as the 8. L. P., as yet too weak
itself, used to play the
roon role of a “complaisant
it was dearly loved by them,
had a free field for thelr iniqu ¢
duct against the rank and file
that's changed. The 8. L. P,
the sword against all plunderers of i
working class. These labor fak f '
felt our blows, They have no pre|
against us, they hate us, they
the 8. 1. P, has rung the knell
doonn A

B. J.—Yes: but there are people ¥
fall under neither of these cab
anid who oppose the S, L. P,

U, 8.—All others oppose the B,
honestly— Uil

B. J—Well, what will you do o
their support?

U, S.—They are divisible Into ¢
classes: Capitalists and such whose %
terests are dead set against uk
bona fide workers, whose interests
witl us, and don't yet see {t—

B. J.—And how will you go about £
to make them see their interests?

U. S.—By carrying on the
against capitalist rascality anéd
outposts with ever increasing
lessness. Only such a course ! ll.m
us understood by the class thal B8
to us. Only that will bring »
The “prejudices” against us ares
liable barometer of our prog

LETTER BOL

Offhand Answers to

C. R. D., Brighton, It I8
hoped you, too; have learned the
that these “reform magazines” &
fly-paper.

4. J. T, N, Y—As a constan

you should be able to answer thal
tion yourself. It has been &
again treated in these columl
up the article “Money,” in
Jan, 20, 1895. Tt deals thorom;
the matter, Read it carefully;

S. N., San Dicgo, Cal.-—That
Johnson does not deserve t
and time you give to him.
he should not be discou
posure; he is a member of & @
cranks and intellectual crooks, %
fulfilling their mission excel
doing theéir best to have the [aEES
erally known that the 8, L. P
have nothing in common. These|
can not denounce the party too
suit us. i

J. E. A, Albany, N, Y.—Cultiysd
art of writing; but particularly
facts from the industrial world
own town, and use them to
Socialist principles. This }§
valuable work contributors can
for the movement. In this ;
amount of facts could enrich ¢
of all our speakers everywhere -

o

g

Copioas of THE PEOPLE W

Comrades having any copy
PEOPLZ of Feb. 14, 1897, to
kindly mail s#me to this
which we will send in return
of the current issue for every O
sent us. That issue, which contat
article “Lapses,” has been W
hausted, notwithstanding 1.5

were printed in excess of k!
edition, THE PEOPL
184 William St., N.

.—_——‘——.
The receipt of a sample cop)

paper is an inyvitation to Subsc
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mm California to the Comrades of tho
: s

" The (‘(mlr:ulﬂs‘ of Callfornia herewith

gend groosing:

We are pressivg forwird to the goal
Cwith what power we posgess. AL the
Comrades e full of vim. The fires of

~ enthusinznt never so hright,
"'A'};nr_\' Seetion is pushing slong its edo-
cationtil programme with o determing-.
tion worthy of our noble echause,  Ouy
fndoor and opensaic mass meetings ace
all well patronized, The sneers, con-
derigion mnd ridicide of our op-

were

tempt. it
ponsnts are rapidly melting away, and
Cwe otn confidently afirm that our past

: offorts have produced a most profotd
A lasting impre asfon upon the minds
of the veally thoughitinl among al}
rr#mls, professions. classes anad partics.

New Seetions and Brnehos have ro-

- ceatly Leen formel in many places in
ﬁmsm«.’ Each for iteell will quickly
yacome 0. eenter af mense ACtivity.

"‘I‘lwmembvrs. frdividually and collect-
inly by constant effart will develop
the 'cnp:\cllv for more and mighties
work. Dut, nlas, sominlites we: have
Wwar nmorg ourselves. Andyet who has
not? We have all gorts and conditiond
of x;len. The zeal and sitccrity of such

I i dnles

ofess to adopt our principies

:::rms from any other than the ve
high!lt and soundest mnll\‘t'.l'tn":“ i1
al) eases be of an ephemereal character
In the very naiure of things o ;
party of discipline, and the q:wh light of
adverse critisism will mari the path-
way cf every gpecimen of egatistic -
¢ividuglism who may appear in oy
generally admilted that

It Is
our critical analysis of all parties it
yery keen; but it is not so well known
“hat we are equally severe upon our-
pﬂﬂ. 1 often think excessively. A

oy has sald:
mts, Mke mud, upon the surface flow:
If you would have pearls, dive helow.
Personaily, we believe there is a great
preponderance of pure motive in the
. mind of every man, woman and child
fn the world, and that nearly al® error
ariges from the lack of knowlcige. to-
gether with systematic and scientific
training, and mild diseipline exercised
wpen every one all through life. Even
the best informed have much to learn.
and are not averse to suggestion or cor-
rection. This can be done .with' an
5, tact and ‘love be-
youd. the comprehension of some that
we hope and believe may be learned by
_every one, Try it with all your might
{a cuse of controyersy.
£y & Comrades, we have a great work be-
- greus. Tobe effectual, even our ordin-
igry conversation shoulid ba cultivated
““as a fine art, inasmuch as we need &
“Ohigher type of ciliical manhood. Still
we must aiso have all that sturdiness
and integrity which comes of sincere
viction, and ke ever on our guard
ngt any leaning toward effeminacy.
™n this connestion we are delighted
with the style, scope and character of
the open letters to Rey. Heber Newton
aed Mr. Eungene T. Debbs, which have
4 tly appeared in THE PLEOPLIE.
They are  cuporb . and unigue, and

Il re cive an cqually fale and can-
id ‘reply. from  the parties named
ugh the columns ‘of our official

It may be, however, that our

JComyades are, a8 a rule, in the habit o: |

unnecessarily  accentuating their indi-
viduzl opinions.  For instance, [ am
a new trades unionist,” says our: “no
politics in  the unfon for me!" says
another: “No trade union at all for me,”
suys i third; and not unfrequently the
conversation of three such people will
show an entire abhsence of any desire
for ovderly deliberation, Al wili talk
in lowd volee at the same tine, simply
drowning ench other in a coniusion of
noise,

Hurrah for the Co-operative Com-
monwenlth,

JAMES ANDREW.

THE LYNN MASS MEETING.

*Pure and Simpledom's” False Pretences
Nailed With Undeniable Facts.
/" The below cirenlar, which explaing
ftself, was issned by the Mass Meeting
Committee of the Lynn, Mass.,, Centrat
Labor Union, and appeared last week
in the Lynn papers: - Wit
To the Wage Workers of Lynn:i—
Greeting:--In view of the fact that
considerable fecling has developed be-
tween certain members of trade unions
aMlinted with the Central Labor Union
beeause that body has declded to invite
Daniel De Leon, the well-known Social-
8t of :New York city. as one of the
speakers at the mass meeting to be held
Saturday, March 13, we take this oppor-
‘funity to make the following statement
‘of facts. People who are opposed to De
n have made the following state-
ts since the last meeting of the C.

rst—That the vote to assume the
nse of a mass meeting and to invite
‘De Leon was rushed through by @
packed meeting without proper sanc-
Uon by the affiliated unions.

nd—That because the C. L. Ul is
~ affiliated with the A. F. of L., the Presi-
' 'dent of which is not on gooil terms with
‘De Leon, and is cpposed (o all active
Soclalists, we have no rvight to invite a

|| man to speak who is a Socialist and op-
[ posed to President Gompers,

. Third—That the C. L. U. has no right
10 pay the expense of 0 niss meeting
s forany speaker of any political party.

| Fourth—That the object of a muss

| meeting is an awakening of the workers

organization and. activity in their

. Own behalf, 1o the end that we may se-

cure better wages and conditions for’
all, and that it I8 wrong to Invite a So-
clalist to speak because he must neces-
sarily be opposed to trade unions, and
would do us more harm than good.

We wish o answer No. 1 us follows:—

. At regular meeting of the C. L. U.
: Dec. 10, 1896, the delegatrs were
instructed 10 refer the question of a
Inass meeting to Le held in the near

10 their yespective unfons for in-
uctions.  Two months have passed
ce the question was first discussed
the C. 1. U, The question of hold-
the meeting and of inviting De Leon

ak have both been discussed at
meeting  sinee.  Del

eguates Trom

#_———__m
IEITIIES. _AND CRITICISM

F of the aMliated wnions were in-

—
—_—
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structed to voie for De lLeon, athers
nsedl their best judgment, and the ma-

“ortty voted for him.

On No. 2 we would say that the work.
ers have expended too much of their
time and enerpy already over the per-
sonal Hkes and dislikes of their officials
The question Is hroader and deeper lh:n;
that,  The €. L. U. has invited hoth
these men to speak: they are hoth able,
angd we sincerely hope they will both
come. I there is anything wrong or
wenk aliont our present form of organ-
ization, that man s our friend who
points ont the weakness and a remedy.

M the Bocialist is wrong, we want Pres-

ident Gompers 1o debate the question
in public with De Leon, and let an in-
telligent andiente deeide for itself. The
truth and the right need not fear in-
vestigation, it i

Our answer to No, 2 is that the’cor -
stitution of the C, L, U. calls for che
regulation, by law, of seven specified
gibjects, and in a genersl way many
more, and distinetly savs o8 follows -

“We fuvor the self employmient of |
bor by co-gperative association, a8 com-
plete indepemdence  can only be ab-
trined when the workers ore no longer
depemdent on oither individuals for the
right to-labor.”

The €, 1. UL has the andonbted right
to decide by majority vote to invite any
pergon to speak at its mags meeting,
4nd if sy one is wrong, it is the mem-
ber who objeets to o man beenuze of his
political belief,. These jmany things
which our constitution calls for can be
obutadned oniy by political. action, and
the views of Soeialist€ are in perfect
tecord with the above extract from the
constitution of the €. 1. U. We want
none to speak =imply for the parpose
of booming any candidate for a political
job—and none snch have been nvioead,

On No. 4 we quote the following ex-
‘ract from the constitution of the So-
clalist Labor party ;- .

“WHEREAS, We recognize the ne-
zessity of carrying on the war against
sapitalism, simultancously on the po-
'iitl:i-ul and economic fields, therefore,
je it

RESOLVED, That we recommend
to all Socialists to join the organizo-
tions of the trades to which they re-
spectively belong.” :

Many of the hard workers for the
success of trade unionism in Lyan are
Socialists, Many who do not believe in
political action and co-operation” are
negleetful of the trade union; and stay
away from their meetings, or refuse to
aceent positions as delezates or an comn-

Jmittees, who have to work and worry

and sit np pights for the good of the
cange.  If the Socialists are interested
enough in the welfare of your own
trade union to do the nmount of work
they are doing, to be alwavs present,
and to secure a majority vote in @ legitl-
mate way for men and measures ac-
cording to their owa ideas. you have no
right to refnge to play becanse the ma-
jority voted against you, but just let
all be equally active, and the movement
will take on new life, and more success
will he'ours. B

No one wants to weaken or destroy
the unions we have already got, but: we
want those unions to be more eflicient
by making use of their voting power.
We want them to become more inter-
ested in co-operative self-employment
and lesg interested in the strike and
boyeott, This is the aim of the Social-
jsta, and De Leon will tell you some
very interesting facts and figures aboul
liow to accomplish the same.  If what
we have already got isn'l good enough
to stand honest criticism, the quicker
we kunow it the Letter. 1f there is any-
thing new we cer uinly are not bigoted
enough to refuse to listen and then in-
vestigate and decide for ourselves,

Come and see ns Satarday, March 13,
at Lasters' Hall, and, whatever the out-
come of this meeting may be. if the C.
L. U. decides to hold more mass mect-
ings as we hope it will, you will find
the Socialist. membiers with their coats
off trying to mukeé a suecess of thal
meeting, no matter who the gpenkers
way be. g%

Yours for the success of the workers,

THE MASS MEETING COMMITTEE,

FRED S. CARTER, Sce.
Lynn, Mass., March 3, 1847,

Socialists are often charged with ex-
aggerated rectitude.  They are often
sahl to stand so straight that they lean
over backwards. This accnsation re-
surg regularly every time that there is
one of those outbreaks of Utoplanism
that aim to remove canses without
tonching cffects, and whose effect can
be none other ‘than to conceal, without
curing, the social gangrene. Aware of
the puerility, and even mischief, of such
movements, Socinlists not only leave
them alone, but fight them. And then
follow the charges above mentionead.

The latest oceasion when these
charges were lond was three years ago,
at the time the so-called reform move-
ment broke out in New York city. We
were told that “half a loaf was better
than none,” that “one thirg at a time
was necessary,” and that the half loaf
meant and the one lhh.u; then attain-
able was the overthrow of Tammany.
We answered proving the fallacy of the
general prineiple, and demonstrating
the absurdity of imagining that the

S ieform (,'apimll;zts" were in any way,

morally or in;ollovmully. better: !huq
the “Unreformed Tammany Capital-
ists,” for all of which we were roundly
denounced by the Utoplans. 2
Nearly three vears have passed since
then, and now comes Dr. Parkhurst,
one of the most heels-over-head Re-

formers of that period with this xub-_

stantial confirmation of our position.
He says:

“1 think that one Platt is worse than
five Crokers, and if it is to be betweoen
the Plattites and the Crokerites Lo de-
‘termine the character of the first muni-
cipal administration of the Greater-New
York, L hope with a hope that is un-
qualified and intense, that the Croker-
ites and the Sheehanites and the Div-
verites will win, and that I say not be-
cause 1 loathe less the filthiness of the
latter gang, but because I fear more the
consciencelessness of Mr. Platt and the
machinations of the shrewd but dis-
ereditable accomplices who bend to his
nod and in shame-faced servility do his
bidding.'™

The wise man does from the start

what the foal does in the end.

X

<D0 you share my vew !

MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP.

Ring Politician E. M. Grout's ‘‘Glasgow
Plan" Riddled Some More.
TEMltor THE PEODLE - The enelosed
Banviug Besn songht to e -un[.rl'::-l:':llhy“::"l"]:
B = reforms waguzing ™ 1 yonreelty, Fhiink s
teevived an endorsetnent’ that hokd
wEE To the sttention of Tk PropLy,
R DAYIs |

BRIGHTON, 11, March 6,-—As the
“Hon. E. M. Gromt's articles  on
“Municipzl Ownerzhip are Jdangeronus
to the hest interests of the working
clags, T desire to call attention to his
errors, 1 shall speak from the stand-
point of a class-conscions Soeialist.

Mr. Grout starts ont by claiming that
muricipal ownership would pe a grea:
blrssing to the “people.’’  An honest
and clear-sighted Socialist looks upon
the waord “people’” when usgd by poli-
ticlans as a very Indefinite term: he al.
wiays drives the employer of this word
to the wall and compels him to define
what, part of scciety does e mean to
apply ‘people” 10.  Society, as it ex
ists to-day, is divided into three very
distinet clagges: (1) The big capitalists:
(2) The small capitalists; and (2) The
propevtyless or wage class,  The in-
terests of all three are antagonistie,
Thkey have nothing in common, and
connot, while living  under private
owrerships aid  private  competition,
werll together for a common end any
more than tar and water will mix,

To show how, nnder existing so-
siety, they are at eternal daggers
drawn: The properiyless «
have high big and lttle
capitalists want to give small wages;
one demands low rent, the other high
rent; one is erying out for small profit;
the other is waging a relentless war for
hig profit. All the philosophers of the
warld could not (-Emmi\'u of anything
more antagonistic than these clusses,

The interests of these classes being
oppased to each other, Mr. Grout's
“Municipal Ownership” could not apply
to all three; that is to say, his word
“prople™ does not apply to the whole of
society, He did not expect that the de-
ception should te discovered: tmt still,
with @l his sophistry, his article itself
reveals what elass or classes the word
“people’ is applied to in his vocabulary.
And et it be stated right here that
the enly class that honest yeformers
hive in view is the clags-of the pro-
dueers of wealth-the properiyless. We,
cluss-conscious proletariang, are totully
oblivious of the other two classes, for
the conclusive reason that we and they
have nothing in common except in so
fur as there |8 sdmething inccommon be-
tween the robbers anid the robbed, the
skinners and the skinped.

Mr. Grout says: “Municipal owner-
ship is n proposition to reduce taxes.”
As the propertylegs or wage ¢lrss have

wages: the

nothing to pay taxes on, and what is

more, they never will have, this “pro-
pesition” surely does not have refer-
ence to this clags. To “reduce taxes”
wottld only benefit the little and big
capitalists, and their interests being
opposite to thosze of the wage class, it
would work an injury to this class. To
“reduee taxes” would simply be swell-
ing the coffers of the two capitalistic
“lasges: or, in other words, it would be
strengthening the power  that  these
vampire classes already have over the
wige class,

Mr. Grout elaims that a eity under
municipal  owrership  wonld  realize
“natural and proper profits.” The
selenee  of  Socialism elearly demon-
strates that profit is robbery, and under
no cirenmstances conld be shown o
be  “natural  and  proper.” - Prolit is
shmply unpaid labor. He gives ns c'early
to understand that these profits would
be used in reducing pullic exponses,
thereby reducing taxes for the fittle and
hig capitalists,

Again, Mr. Grout reveals the fact that
his municipal ownership scheme is oot
in the interest of the class of wuge
earners, seving that he speaks ot it as
a “busiress” enterprise. Buginess means
the selling or manufacturing of a thing
for profit. It never has reference Lo a
man working for wages. When we say
a “business man' we ceriainly never
wean a wage worker.

Now mark you, with all his
anxiety (1) for the workingman, he
never says a solitary word concerning
the public ownerehip of the tools of ma-
chizery and land wherewith the 5.000,-
200 tn enforeed idleness might have ac-
¢ess to these resources, and with col-
fective labor and collective distribution,
and but a smail amount of labor, conld
produce not only the necessaries but the
luxuries of life. .

According to Mr. Grout, municipak
pwnership is commensurate with the
least amount of taxes. Therefore, (o re-
duce laxes to their minumum, all the
profits possible must be ground out of
the workingman, and in order tg ac-
complish this, wages must bo reduced
to o bare animal existence; this is the.
condition that the wage worker has at
last arrived at, and what Mr. Grout
througlt his municipal ownership seeks
to perpetuate. ;

It may be claimed that the Sosialist
Labor party embodies municipal owner-
ship in the resolutions adopted at the
time of the adoption of its platform.
But the all important thing about these
resolutions is, that they specify *the
employees to operate the same co-oper-
atively and to elect their own superlor
offivers,” To run these co-operatively
would mean that the workers should
draw all the earnings, thus leaving no
profits for any idleness, in proportion
to the amount of labor performed by
each worker. Now, :‘l!‘. Grout proposes
quite a different plad. His proposition
i thut the workers shall draw only an
existence, called wages, and the balance
of his earnings. called profit, shall go
towards reducing the taxes of the little
and the big capitalists. .

What the capitalists mean by munic-
ipal ownership is the further develop-
ment of the capitalistic system of pri-
vate ownership of all the jnstruments
of production by riveting to it more
firmly the oppressive powers of the cap-
italist government. C. R. DAVIS,

Brighton, Til.

——————

The receipt of a sample copy of this

phper is an inyitation to subscribe.

CRIME

Is the Direct and Legitimate Issue of
Poverty, Want and Misery.

THOMSON, Minn.. March 7.--In the
Chieago “Recora” time  ago 1
poticed ¢ short editorial entitled “Pov-
erty and Crime.” The editor says thare
was something signtficant in a3 report
pulilished in a former 1asue that since
the distribution of applies had ‘been
commenced. for ke relief of the
treme poor the number of arrests
greatly diminished.  There s no way
of uhl:}inlng absoiutely aoenrate sta-
tistics a8 1o the relation of poverty to
crime, Lint that there is o very close re-
lation between the two no one denies
who hag ever looked into the matter,

The editor goes on to say that a smoll
percentage of the eriminal ¢lement em-
hrace  cerime  deiiberpiely and  from
cholee, That there are many men who,
because of hereditary inflnences or en-
vironment, me willful criminaiz,  Bual
that a far greater number are led o
erime beeause of lack of stamina and
moral baekbone, He ends the artiele by
saying: “The human being will nol
stand the crushing process any hettel
than the trediilonal worm.  And it isa
par: of reciely's duty to =gce that the
erushing is not ecarrvied on teo fae”

I do not
adopts erime as an ocenpation deliber-
ately and {rom choice, 1 have nevey
tnken any nee a figure of
speech—in the theory of “Leredity and
that «a

some

exs
had

believe that any one ever

stork—to

I acknowledge

u»::\imnnwm.“
nan's surroundings could Le such as to

tead him into crime. DBut this-does not
prove that moral diseases are inherited
the same as the physical are. Modern
soclety, as now constituted, is divided
into two main classes—wealthy mil-

lionaires on the one hand, confronted

by an enormons mass of proletarians on
tke other;—the issue out of which must
Le either Socialism or moral ruin.

To avold a host of evils, that are the
logical conelusion and result of the age
of eapital, and to secure mogge equitable
Qistribution of the means and apphi
ances of happiness, the Secialists pro-
pose that land and capital, which are
the requisites of labor and the source of
all wealth and culture, shdll become the
sommon property of society, amd be
manuged by it for the general good. 1In
thus maintaining that gociety should
assume the management of industry and
secure an cquitable distribution of the
fruits of toil, all forms of Socialism are
agreed, however much they may differ
in other points. [ holil, in common with
many other Socialists, that Socialism is
the pecessary outcome of Christianity:
that Socialism and Christianity are es-
cential the one to the other; amd no
writer worthy the name can deny that
the ethies of Soclalisga are not closely
akin to the éthics of Christianity.

If the distribution of supplles to a
few of the poor of Chicago will accom-
plish such good results, us we here have
unmistakable evidence that it has,
what would be the result of a universal
distribution of supplies, such as would
take place under the Co-operative Com-
monwealth? 1t would regenerate the
world; in a word, it would accomplish
what Christianity has striven o hard
to accomplish for eighteen  hundred
years,

There would then be no excuse for
stealing; every one who was willing to
work would be assured plenty of the
comforts of life, and what 1s of far more
consequence, from o moral palnt of view

he would have plenty of leisure, in
which to improve Limself mgellectually;
and intellectual  advancement would
mean o corresponding progress morally.

No race of people can hope for moral
and intellectunl progress when the greal
masg of laboring people are compelled
to exert every muscle and every mo-
ment of time in the struggie for a bare
existence; they have no time in which
to improve themselves. 1t is na exag-
geration to say that the human race has
now reached the lowest point of moral
c¢egradation.  And this is due to our
present  system of  capitalism.  Under
our present system it not infrequently
huppens that one man has it in his
power to mike thousands go hungry
and half fed, dependent upon his bounty.
This condition of things ecannot help
but engender a host of moral disorders.
Every poor nian cannot help but view
with longing eyves the ease, power and
luxury that wealth bring to its poises-
sor; he sees aronnd him men who have
become wealthy by ways little better
than stealing; the means whereby Jay
Gould, for instance, accumulated his
wealth is but very little different from
the methods pursued by the common
thief. Such a condition of things can-
not help but Le a continual menace to
society, The average church member
of to-day Is ready to close his factory
although he is cognizant of the fact
that he is thereby depriving hundreds,
often thousands, of their only means of
obtaining a liviug, and that in this one
act of his he may be driving many a

Jnan to take his first step on the down-

ward path of moral degradation. Nor
is the church member deprived thereby
of any sleep. During the last century
the human race has made giant strides
in the direction of moral rottenness.
Alms giving and feeding the pour is
only scratching a blood-sore. It allays

temporary irritation but does not purge

the system of the disease, I shall al-
ways have an undying hatred for any-
thing which contributes to the success
of a system that forces man to the verge
of starvation, and keeps him in indus-
trial bondage. Life has become a huge
struggle for bread. Everything that
makes life happy and worth living is
created by labor. Then why shonld
thousands who are ready and willing 10
work be starving and half clothed?
There are tons of food and clothing, all
of which has been made by labor. And
those whe create the wealth of the world
are generally allowed to retain barely

enough to keep body and soul logelher.‘

0, generosity, thou art a jewel indeed!
Hope springs eternal in the human
heart; man never is, but always to be
blessed with better times, every labor-
ing man continues to hope, and in the
majority of cages he bases his hope for
better times on the promises of that

curse of modern society: the politician.

21
They are a lving le.  “As well believe
a4 woman or an epitapl.’”

There were many who believed and
continue to believe thet “free silver?
would  readjust every market valne;
that “free silver” would overcome the

workings, or, rather, the effect of the

law of supply and demand and cofa-
petition, Some peaple don't scem 1o
realize that §if there  is ten  million
bushels of wheat more than (s necessary
tor consumpilon, wheat will he cheap,
and this, too, in spite of theMner that
the millionatre mine owners may Lave
their vanlts lHeed with so-called “free
silver”  And 2lways remembor, these
economic la will continue to adjust
the wages pald for labor in spite of “free
silver” or “free goili” or “froe trade.” or
any other guack remedy for industrigl
and social evils, The fact iz hecoming
all too plainly apparent that the toiling
masses are gradunally sinking into an
industrial serfdom that will rival the
worst days of the old fewdal regime.

But, like Socrates,  capitalism  has
swallowed the cup of hemlock, and will
die, just ag surely as did Socrates, If
left to it=elf, it contains the elements of
its own decay,

A Democ will get up and proecced
to show that “free trade” will bring the
long looked for good times, Then up
witl rise a Repnblican and proceed to
prove chat his Democratic opponent is
a liar, that all the country needs kg a
dose of protection. Their arguments
would look just as sensible to me if they
undertook to prove that two and two
are five. The effect of this opposition s
that the parties who are really inter-
esteid in the result, viz, the working-
men, are misled into helieving that one
or the other party holds the key to the
sitnation, The tolling masses have no
thine to inform themselves, and are,
vonsequently, compelled to rely on the
volitical speaker for what little infor-
mation they obtain, And even if the
politiclan were ever so willing to aid
the toiling millions, they counld not
overcome the effect of those cconomic
laws that are the necessary result of an
age of capital,

The ministers claim that the eapital-
ist holds a patent direct from the Al
mighty God 18 his present position, 1
should like to know very much where in
the Holy Writ they find the authority
for the individual ownership of the nat-
ural and social wealth of this earth.
When all other resources fail, knaves
have never failed to quote Holy Writ in
defense of theis position, whatever that
may be, The mest of it can be Twisted
s0 that it will mean most anything a
person may wish,

If the present order of things con-
tinue it will not be long before the
entire earth will be owned by a gigantie
trust or stock company. 1 dare not die,
becaunsge 1 have not suflficient money to
pay for dirt enovgh to cover my body
with, This theory of the so-called
divine right ¢! man to exact tribwe
from hjs fellow mortals does more to
retard the growth of Soclalism than any
other-one thing. [ think the Bible
proves, if it proves anything, that man
has no such right. And any God who
will give man the will and power to
starve and otherwise torture his fellow-
man should be dethroned. [ eare not
where such a doetrine comes from, 1
hate it, and I defy It. And with all due
respect to every one, 1 say “damn any
such doctrine ns this."

You see, dear reader, nnder the Co-
operutive Commonwealth all the busi-
ness cducation that we will need s just
enough so that every one will know
when we have made sufficient brick to
fill 2 car and then ship it to some fellow
workman in Massachusetts and ex-
change it for a car load of tooth-picks
or shoes. Under guch a regime every
one could exchange the products of his
teil without having to pay tribute to
any one. And I ¢an’t see that ft re-
quires any great amount of brains to it
in an office and open letters and sce how
many bricks Tom, Dick and Harry
want. [ know af gome lordly superin-
tendents of brick factories that scem to
have a brick or two in thelr brain-case,
In spite of the fact that they have noth-
ing but bricks where there should be
trains, they still demand and recelve
the homage usually accorded a King,
which is always denied the son of gen-
ins and poverty.

The capitalist has not only forced the
toiler into a cave, but has blinded him
to the real enuse of his trouble, And
previous to the advent ‘of Soviallem, his
efforts to free himself had thus far

proven nothing but the blind groping of |

Homer's Cyelops round the walls of his
snve,

The attributes of - the capitalist are
such ns suit reptiles, engendered out of
the increasing moral slime of a mighty
universe.

I have no fears for the result shoull
the Sociallsts vote themselves into
power. 1 have great faith in the goodd
sommon’ sense of the American people.
I' will not, deny that spch a change
wonld be freighted. with great respon-
sibility; but so weuld any radical change
be. The capitalist is an apostle of our
present system: he cares not how many
lives he may sacrifice in the effort to
sustain (t. He serves his divine master
with a great zeal that knows no abate-
ment: with an ardor that constantly in-
creases, and with a devotion unwaver-
ing and constant as the polar star.

Christ, dost Thou live indecd, or ure
Thy bones

Still straightened in their rock-hewn
sepulcher?

And was -Thy rising enly dreamed by
her

\Whose love of Thee for all her sins
atones?

For here the air Is-filled with men's
groans.

Socialists who call upon Thy name are
all but slain.

0, Christ, dost Thou not hear the bitter
wail of pain

From those poverty compels to lie upon
the stones?

Come down, O, Son of God! incestuous

gloom

Curtains the land, and through the star-
less night

Over Thy cross the loye of gold I see!

If Thou in very truth didst burst the

i tomb,

Come down, O Son of Man!.and show
Thy might

Lest the eapitalist be erowned instead

of Thee!
M. A, HUDSON.

1t Is to be hoped that the scandal now
going on in the New York “Reform”
Police Board will not go. by unper-
ceived. * it :

Theae Police Commissioners, be it re-
membered, are our “gentlemen.”

‘Louls - obtain possession of all loea

PARTY NEWS.

Activity of Militant Socialists Enat,
West, North and South,

National Executive. P

Regnlgr meeting held March 9, 1897 .
Comzrade Matchett in the chair; absent,
Furman, excused,

Minutes of the previous meeting read
and aporoved,

Finanecial report  for week ending
February 27, 1897 Income, $41.907 ex-
penses, $IN.77: balance, $3.13, .

Financial report for week ending
March 6. 1897: Income, $36.70; expensed,
$42.42; balance, $54.28, i

Comrades  Malkiel and Copp ap-
pointed 4 committee to report on the
proposition  of the Arbeiter Zeitung
Publishing Association,

Section Pittsburg reports the expul-
sion of Robert' Schroeder.,

Section  Fredericksburg  reports the .
expuilsion of Harmon B. Stephens and

James 8. Chesley for voting for Repub- . -
lican and Democratic parties at the laat.« .

election, : '
Charter granted new Sections at San
Antonio, Texas, and Pheenix, Arizond.
CHAS, B, COPP, Ree. Secy.
Tllinots. e
EAST ST. LOUIS, 111, March 4.—-Tha.
Section  has arranged an excellent
conrse of lectures to be dellvered free,
every Tuesday evening, at 7 p. m. lm; z
at Banghn's Hall, 19 South Main st A
near Broadway. The lecturer will
Comrade (. R. Davis, of Brighton,
His lectures wi'l comprise the followl) y
subjects: L--What is the cause of the
toilers’ misery? 11-—-What I8 the rem-

edy? 1L The remedy must from
the tollers. 1V.- Has the wor elosa’
the power within themselves valns
tionize society and usher in ¢ new

civilization?
Everybody cordially invited, free ad~
mission, no collection, .

Maossachusatts. g
BOSTON, Marca 9—Qerman fee-
tion~~It is a long time since we have
given a report of our Section. ‘This Is .
easy to account for.,
of the German Section In this city was
20 small that it was nlzmont impossible
to make any report
There were then but a very few meém

bers in good standing] now, however, '

the number of good paying members 18 |
incrensing * vonsgiderably, We have
taken part in orgunizing the. District
Alllance of the 8. T. &. L. A, In‘this i
and have elected a delegation of thred, .
to attend its meetings. FARNE
We are preparing a general agitation
for the Lenefit of the cause, ; . e
Lately our members came together
and decided to bring some life into the
Section: the result was highly success-
ful. At one of our meectings we de-
cided to formally celebrate the annl-
versary of the Parls Commune, Manch
22, at the Arbelter Hall, Amary street.
Comrade Mrs, Martha Moore Aver
will deliver an address in the Englis
lenguage, and Max Forker, If here on
thet day,” will deliver one in German.
We intend to make this festival ag sué:

cessful as possible and will have varfous

recitations and songs to do 8o,
will also be n dance after the
mept. The prices of the tickets
for gentlemen and 15¢, for ladles, ™ The
entertainment will begin preei*l[ ot 8
p. m. R
We trust that the Comrades. and o
sympathizers will do all in their power.

to make this festival @ success, & the 7
proceeds will be used for the Lot
our Section and the party at s

E. M. SCHWEIZER, Seep. -

[ s

Daniel Da Leon Lectures in Boston and
‘Lynn. !
Daniel De Leon will speak In Lynn
under the auspices of Central Labdr
Union of that city Saturday evening,
Murch 13, and In Caledonian Hall, 45
Ellot street, DBoston, Sunday evening,
the 14th, B,

Missouri. ! p
ST. LOUIS, March 5,—~0n the 3d Innt,
the Sociaiists of this city held an ens:’
thusiastic convention at Walhalla Helb |
to nominate a city ticket. There were |
36 delegates pregent and many
pathizers, The convention was called
to order by Henry J. Poelling; Peter
Schwiete and Joseph Scheidler  were
elected secretaries. y
The following platform was adopted:
1.--We demaga that the city of 8§

railroads, ferries, bridges, gas, elec
light aud power, heating and cold stgrs
age plams, and all indugtries reqoird

municipal franchizes or supervl ]
And that all these utilities be furnished *
to the people at cost, the employees to

o

A

operate the same co-operatively, under
control of the municipal admlnlltrig"_'fi,?
tion, and to elect thelr own superior |
officers, but no employee to be dis- |
charged for political reasons. e
2.~That no land now owned or here.
after acquired by the city of 8t, Loul§
be sold, but used for public purposes. §
3.-~That the city establish and main- |
tain public lodging houses, an orphan
and foundlings' home, a home for aban-
doned women, and hospitals, in thinly
populated neighborhoods, with ail the
modern improvements.
4.-—-A well regulated system Aood,
milk, dairy, workshop and !ﬁ'z‘li'; -
spection for the health of the pablic an
the safety of the employees. M2
5-—That the city furnish meals
clothing to children of school nge, w
the parents, through lack of emp
ment or sickness, are unable to pro |
for them, that the compulsory edness
tion laws may be put in foree. |
G.--The enforcement of the assess-
ment laws; that the railroads, corpora-
tions and wealthy individuals, who, in
most cases, are assessed but for a small
percentage of real value of their prop-
erty, while the small property owners
are assessed 28 high as the law calls for, -
7.—Municipal employment for all the.
idle citizens. [
§.—That the City Legislature make
the proper appropriation to carry ouat |
the law in regard to public bath houses.
Nominations were then made for the
inrtm city offices. The ticket selected
8 i : : s
Mayor—Henry J. Poelling.
Comptroller—Sol. Kaucher,

\

Theé membership

worth  having,

e
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i uee——
S Psident, Board of Assessors Frank
oK 1 Tt v

. >

' President Board of Public Improve-

‘ments—-Ed Kollas,

*president City Council--R. T, Avis,
City Council-—Emil R. Lochmann.

Alex. Kuncher, Adam Buehner, Julins
‘Heldemany, Henry  Strackhoff and
Henry Gerhold.

While the nominations were being
made General Fry was placed in nomi-
nation several times, but cach time he
declined to allow his name 1o be placed
on.the ticket. saying that he wag certain
‘Yhag if he was nominated it would be an
Jnjury to the ticket,

LAfter the city ticket had been nomi-
nated the convention at once started to
'make nominations for the House o
Delegates.

. The ln&owing delegates were selectad:
. Fifth Warid- Alex. Kaucher,

. Seventh Ward—Herman Mohn

" Tenth Ward--Clemence Bernhardt,

" gixteenth . Ward-—Charles  Wipper-

‘Seventeenth Ward--Peter Werdes.
Eighteenth Ward—Henry Knobel.
. Twenty-third Ward--Jfacob Dorner,

WEFORT OF THE DMISSOURT STATE (OM-
SHTTHE N, T, P, FOR THE MONTH OF

FEBLUARY 1NJT.

A RECEIPTS.
‘On hand Feh, 1,1897.......... I
‘Feb. 1--80l. Kauncher, on press il
G TR Y L o (i SRR SRR i
el 4--Sec. St Loujs; 20 due

BORMPR i e 2 0
‘Feh. 4—-8ec. 8. Lonis, 40 consti-
sEthitione . rioi L I i 29
Feb. 4-From Bd, Heitzig, treasu- i

! b S

rer PSR R R
Feb, 8- From Bd. Heitzig, treasn-
<rer, Hst No. 1
Teh, 14+ Candle,
EEIOnR S S
Feb. 18--Henry Knobel, on press
Hrnmmn Rt NO S
Fel. 26--Carl Weler, for Section
S Bevier 12 due stamps. . Lo 120

b tonr co

g o £+ ) AU SR B s12
INPENDED,

Feh, 2--P. O, stamps amd cards.. $0 2

~ ieh. 4-8eng to L Kuhn, for dae -

" -

NERIMDRE &y a s i A Ve ot i
Feb. 4--5ent to 1. Knhn, for due
L BLIpR L AN e N R (PR
Teb. 8 Programmes for masqne
I P 2.2)
Feb, 4 and 6--P. 0. stamps. .. .. 20
Feb. 41, Hoitzig, treasurer.... 2 495
Feb. 201 box envelopes, ....... 4
Feh. 24 - To Ed. Teltzig, treaznrer 3 5)
Feb, 25-Card Loard..... R 15
Feb. 25—Pins and twine........ 10
o A R $12 70
Balance on hant... .o $1:22
In the hand of the treasnrer Feb,
1 T gl R R S . 8500
Feb. 4-From L. C. Fry Sec...... i
Feb. 4—From L. C. Fry Sec......

Feb. 21--From L. C. Fry Sec

Tolal receipts.
EXPE

Feb. 4-To L. (. Fry, secretary.. $2 95
Beb. 8-To L. C. Fry, seeretary.. 2

e ¥ i
i 11 Y RS

(s e AT st $5 15
Balance in hand of treasurer.... $6 50
In hand of seeretary..... RS 122
Totul each on hand.. . $7.62
STAMP AQCOU
T VTR G T A R 29
Received (rom Henry Kuhn, Sec., '
, Nat, Ex. Com,, Feb. 4..... i o
RORE &t T iR 81
DISBURSED.
Feb. 4--To Section St. Louis...... 2
Feb. 26-—Section Bevier.y, . .o...., 12
IR B e e {82
P s 5
CONSTITUTION ACCOUNT.
L0 T B ) s i R B |
FFeb, 4—Received from Heney Kuli,
NOCENAY, B ComGs . i, )
G Gl S 11
Feb—-8Sald Candle. ..o, .. 1
; Web—Bold Section 40,00, )
TS L e R e 44
On hansdt March 1, 1897, T

LEWIS C. FRY, Svey.
New Jersey.

HOBOKEN, March 8.—The Germnn

and American Sections of Hoboken held

Thursday, Mureh 4, to nomi-
nate candidates for the coming spring
elaction,

The following candidates were nomi-
nated: j

For Mayor--John N. Dietrich. For
Water Commissioter - George Bleasby,
Third Ward.—For Aldermun--Aithur
T. Mende,  For Tax Commissioner -
Frank Sehiemann,

Fourth Ward.- Fer Alderman-—-John
Groas.  For tax Commissioners W,
Retmshicle, Gustave Bwald,  For Com-
mbssioner of Apperls - Churles Abs,

We mide no nominations in the First,
Serond and Bifth Wards, having no
menibers residing in them, andl also left
aut all nominations for Justice of "ence
i all wards, and other nominations
which we could not fill,

ARTHUR 7, MEND!L

PATERSCN. March 7. Last Satur-
duy’ the Soctalists held a convention for
the municipal campaign. The follow-
fug ticket was nominated:

* For Mayor—James Wilson: °

For Aldermen-—-Of the First Ward,
Meyer Bones: Socond Ward, W. D Mi).
Jer; Phivd Ward, Willinm Glanz; Fourth
Ward, J. F. Brooks; Fifth, Ward, Louiy
Muguet: Sixth.  Ward, Michael Butz;
Seventh Ward, William Durkin.

For Freeholders — First Ward, Charles
_’l'}sht: Wl Ward, Michael  DButz;
third Ward, Pins Haefeli: Fourth Ward,
James McCaren; Fitth Ward, William
Miller; ‘!a'xtl:‘ ‘g'lrd, Henry Meyer;
venth Ward, B. P. Romery; Bighth
?&prd.tglben H‘er.:lul;er. ey
The convention adjourned with three
cheers for the 8. L, P ,

: S Wew York. -
~ INUY, CITY.— Lectures on Socialism
'!!ll tl.i; on Sunday, March 14, §
t thak

St

1
-
o onm, E!'l%"w::

- Stuyvesant Hall, 351 B, 17th street,

n 18t ond 24 avenues. C. H.

ett will speak on “Afms of So-

At Hudson Building, corner

th street and 8th avenue, shere
1ob, “Is Popullsm

. hetw
. Mat
 cla

Progressive,”

debated hy Mr. Cody on the affirma-
A kiel on the negative.

Il 140th street and 34
‘ﬁmnu lecture on
' of Lying.” At Cos-
Hall, corner of Catherine

THE DAILY PEOPLE

$50,000 FUND.

L

Amount Pledged down to March 10th, 1897.

$4,0205.

At the meeting of the Daily Pecple
Comuittee, held Sunday, the 20th of
December, 1856, ap Important step was
taken from which; If a daily Socialist

paper is at all possible within a reason-
able time, the consummation will be
reached. The committee adopted the
following resolutions:

]

WHEREAS, A daily PEOPLE has become an absolute necessity to coun-
teract the false and-falsifled “news"” that the capitalist press sets atloat, and 10
spremd enlightenment in the runks of the working class upon the Labor Ques-
tion, asd to prepare it to deal intelligently with the Social Revolution that is

fuevituble and is bwpending;

WIHERIZAS, The urgency of such a weapon

.ot political and economlc war-

tare in the uglish lsnguage sgaiost the plundering class of the capitalist i3
felt with incrensing force, .pnd the demand therefor bhecomes stronger by the

day;

nut throngh;

.\\'HEREAS, The undertaking world result disastrously If not successfully

WHEREAS, To muke success cortain, the paper must he able to survive
two consecutive campalgns, that is 1o say, must appear dally during the
period of at least thirteen consecutive wonths, absolutely independent, nro wol

uncorpromising;

WHEREAS. ‘The sum of not lesg than $50,000 In hand I8 necessary 10

wnfely launch such an undertaking;

WHERRAS, Despite the general kense of the necessity of a dally Buglizh
argan of labor, the colleetions for it have hitherto bevn slight; und

WHEREAS, It is evident thot, #o long as the fonndation of such a paper
seems indefinitely distant, the contrivbutions will continue slight, while. on
the contrary, if it foundation ean appear prompt aond definite it s likely that
smple funds could he promptly gathered; therefore bhe it

RESOLVED, That a call be issued to the stalwarts, friends and syapa-
thizers, to pledge themeelves in the onmber of 56000 to contribure ench the
snum of $10, payable Letween the issning of this eall amd the Txt day of Septem

bher, 1897:
RESOLVED, That,

if by that dute the snm of not leks than $A0.000 & eaxh

in hapdg of the DATLY 'EOPLE Committee, 1 DAILY PEOPLE he staried

forthwith op Octaber 18t IXOT;

RESOLVED, That this eall be printed in the party press of all ngaages:
that subseription lists, headed with these resolutions, be issgned to all the See-
tious and all applicants: and that the nonmes of the subseribers, together with
the <um subscribed by each and the instulments in which the same is to be

Are there in the land 5000 stalwaris
equal to the emergency. ready to step up
and to monunt that peeded mnl redonht-

prid, be prowptly notifled to the Comuntittee for publication from week to week,

ahle hattery of the Social Revalutlon in
America—a DAILY PEOPLE?

Dally Pooplo Committee.
N4 WNillinw st

N Y. Clty,
S——Y . —o— 7
section New Britadn, Cotne, #30 payable September 1, i
BN DA N Vel saiidsiie iy . = Cash, payvient received fron Qadepeadent
Tor arlicle on = Trasts"
SO NG San Diegao, Cal 0 “ On e,
Total thix werk oo, o 1l

1
W Pladwers will please

privted Hst, amd rewlt pre

(IO

e
Weep inodnd the dates on whieh thele payments fall dus, as per
atly, 1 any ereor appears on tis st eorvect with equal prompt.

THE DAILY PEOTLE COMMITTEE.
Isd Williw Bt., N, W,

streef and East Broadway, T. Hickey
will lecture on “Machinery,” Meet-
ings will also Le held in the afternoon,
at 3 p. m., at Workingmen's ' Educa-
tional Club, 206 Liast 86th street, where
S. Berlin will lecture on “Competition

or Co-operation ™ and at Socialist Lit-~

erary Society, 161 Monroe street, where
1. Balkam will leeture on “Anierican
Trades Unions.”  These meetings are
free to all, l.. ABELSON,

Pennsylvania.

PITTEBURG, Mearch 8 —Abont 199
Polish workingmen wnwined out to listen
to the sornd principles of Socialism ex-
pounded by Comrade Fishler, the Polish
agitator, Wednesday, the 2d, and Fri-
day. the 5th inst. The andience listened
to the speeches with grent attention.
The discussion that, took place afier
coch meeting showed that nobody had
uny objections. against Socialism, with
it ove  exception. This one very
clearly set forth his objection thus:
“Ncither I nor my friends who are with
me in the hall have anything agninst
Socialism, but our priest told us that
he will drive us out from the church if
we join the party.” Comrade Fishler
had an opportunity to explain the rela-
tion Letween the capitalist society and
the chareh, evidently to the satisfaction,
of everybody in the hall, Eighteen new
members were cnrolled, vighteen em-
blem buttons zold, and about twenty
subseriptions . for  the  Polich  paper
8l tuken.

Il such  an agilator »s  Comrade
Fishler could stay in Pittsburg a month
or twd, undoubtedly ore of the strong-
est Sections- could be formed  here.
There is a luek of intelligent men able
to do some work in the Sectiom et us
hope that by returning ta New York,
Comrade Fishler will stop in this eity
agaln, | We noticed that he did not ex-
pect to find s0 many sympathizers in
this eity, AD. WEGMAN.

Virginia,

RICHMOND, Va., March 8- IDusiness
meeting of Scction  Richmond, Va.,
every second Sunday, 2 p. m.  Agitation
meeting every fourth Sunday, 2 p. m.,
at 307 West Broad street,  Special at-
tention is called to our next mecting.
Sundiy, March 14, at 2 p, m. Matters of
importance witl be called for,

. : ORGANIZER.

TPolish Comrades.

The National Convention of Polish
speaking Socialists was held at the
Philadelphia Labor Lyceum, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, February 26,
27 and 28, A, Zeleer, of New York, was
president pro temp, and F. Kewalski. of
Buffalo, secretary pro temp. Comrade
Lecnard Fish welcomed the delegates
in the name of Section Phlladelphia, S.
l.. P. Delegate Fishler answered in the
‘name of the. assembled delegates. The
following delegates were present:
\._A.k Zelcor and W. Gajewski, of New

ork. it i

W. Kozlowski and A. Grabowski, of
Philadelphia. i ;
A ¥ Kowataky, of Bufalo, N

. Kowalski, of | i ¢
8. Dobrowski, of Newark, N. J.
8. Mp!'lkl.qumr Clty, N, J.

Eﬂéw@ﬁﬁ of Clevetand
L of C tand.
W. Corwin, of Anwnl:?a:nn.
W. Fishler, of Wilkesbarre, Ia,

Jos.  Grabowski, of Northampton,
Mass,

E. F. Kowalski, of Shamokin, Pa.

Mrs. Reinstein repersents the Press
Committec,

There was a well attended agitation
meeting in the evening at Erdrich’s hall,
Ash and Brown street, Bridesburg,

where sgeveral of the delegates made
addresses,  On Saturday and Sunday
considerable business was transacted.
Among them'it was resolved to request
every Polesto get his hnaturalization
paicrs and to support the party jour-
rals, [t was suggested to try and get
the Polish Soecialist Wittold Jottlo, who
iz in Switzerland at present to come to
the United States on an agitation tour;
frrther to request the National Execn-
tive of the 8. L. I to bear one-half the
exXpenses.

There is to be un Exceutive Board
consisting of 7 members to be elected,
they to have their seat in New York.

It was decided to have the party plat-
form with the Polish supplement print-
ed in Polish, and distributed among the
members, ! :

Also, it was resolved that there shall
be a calendar issned which shall con-
tain a review of all economic and poli-
tical questions that have happened in
the past vear, ands furiher to’troat the
campaign issees, hsa

Special attention shall e given to the
mining distriets of Pensyivania and the
cities of Chicago and Milwaukee, there
being a great many Poles resident
in thoze places.

The charges brought by the Cleveland
convades of the Polish Branch against
the editer of the Polish party paper
were examined and not conecurred in,
and & vote of confulence was tendered
the editor. It was decided that all
charges should be sent 1o the Execative
of the Polish branches. This can be ap-
peuled from to the convention, and if
not satisfactory to the National Exe-
cutive of the S, L. P,

The Polish Socinlists have at present

+ 25 Branches and 560 members.

s There was a big mass meeting on
Sunday night. at 4th and Washington
avenue, which was addiessed by several
of the delegates. s

e —

Prog. Clothing Catters und Trimmers.

The above organization held its regu-
tar meeting on Thursday, March 4th,
in the Labor Lyceum. The Ex. Board's
recommendation in- regard to holding
our first anniversary on May 16th,
caused a lengthy debate: it was decided
to appoint a committee of five to make
arrangements for same. 7The reports
of delegates to D. A 49 as well as the
Clothing Trades Council were received,
Wwith instructions to the last named to
keep their weather eve on all organiza-
tions joining the Council, especlally the
Children Jacket Makers: the $1.00 n
month dues proposed by the Cutters was
adopted for all aflinted L. A.'s of the
Council, The shop reports show busi-
ness pretty brisk. A long and very in-
teresting discussion was gone into by
.all the members, in which some very
clear points were brought out showing
what very little interest the

through their fleecing and ignerance of

the labor movement have befogged and

pulled the wool over

the eyes of
(he clothing trade. b ooy m

The Secretary.

men in
the crzft displayed towards the econ- '
omic movement, also of how the fakirs.

(

el attempted to

R Y PAINTERS

 p—

Meét Every Month, 8 P. M., at 138 and
140 East 57th Street.

(This paper will be mailed to every
member free of charge by order of the
organization, and will contain all such
notices and information as are neces-
sary.) ¥

The last meeting of the New York
Painters, on March Sth, was well ut-
tended and routine business dispatched
in usunal time.

The Commiitce on Amalgamation re-
ported progress, and wpon request gave
a4 synopsis of all salient points upon
which said committee had agreed to be
propositions to be laid before the new!ly
formed body for consideration.

The house ordered the necessary cer-

ified check as binding money to be
made out by next mecting, a committee
to make out the list and exact number
of members to fill out the check with
the proper sum as deposit.

The report of the rdelegate was read,
contuining his labors for the past weck,
giving the state of the labor field as
found: it was received, and in the dis-
cusgion following, Instructions were
siven to cover several cases,

One candidate was admitted to mem-
bership,

One nccident benefit was paid, Minor
2Mairs took un the reét of the evening.

The Secretary.

PARLIAMENTS OF LABOF.

Genera! Executive Board, 8. T. & L. A.

Av the lzet mecting, Comrade D, De-
Leob was chalrman,

A committee popresenting the -Shirt-
wakers' Union was granted the Hoor
nbstantiate alleged
charges made o it 1. A. No. 2. The
Jence addueod showed no facte, bat
naerely sugpicions imaginary and vague
aNsertions, The  Kneepantsmakers'
'nion which hid also been snbpenmd
did not appear. hut wrote that they had -

vork and would reseive a committee,
deciged that as the charges were
ne in beth and the accusged fur-
nigsked no evidence of truth of their
charges both pnions be suspended and
the charters revoled, fer blacikepuardly
conguet,

A request of the Painterz and Paper-
hangers was referred to the Secrotary,

The applieation of the “Arbeiter Fort-
Lildungs Verein™ of Philadelphia for a
charies was not coneurred in as the

‘vaid organization on evidence presented

wis hostile to one of the official organs,
“The Abendbiatt,” of the S, T, & L., A.

The United Hehrew Trades No. 5, of
’hiladelphia, were notified that no or-
ganizatien hostile to the “Abendblatt™
chonld be permitted to meet with it
Surprise was expressed at the same time
that the said D A, conld endorse a
charier application of an organization
whese position was such as that of the
applicants,

Comrade Wehner reported that a D
AL named “Boston Trade & Labor Alli-
anee Do AL No. 10”7 has been sueceess-
fully ergenized,

Comrade (. Gaebler., Machinists’
1"uion No. 12, of Palladelphia, desired
information relative to n D. A, charter
for the United German Trades. The
secretary rveplicd~and his actlon was
endorsed.

A charter applicaticn cf the Prog.
Bakers' Union, of Philadeiphia, was
graated,

2. A. No. 5 desjred speakers for a
mass meeting and desired Cahan, ete
‘I'ney were informed of the acts of said
Cahan and others against the best in-
terests of the S. L. P. and the request
was denied.

Centrul Labor Federation (D. A. No.
41, Newark, reported that a majority of
unions voted for L. Fischer as member
of the G. . B.

The Executive Board of the Ind. Bak-
ers’ Unien requested that the former
Hakers' Branch 3 be suspended. Re-
feried to D. A No. 1.

United Hebrew Trades (D, A. No. 2)
yeported its votes for u member of the
. E. B. as follows: F. W. Wilson. 15:
1.. Fischer, 5; M. Harkow, who with-
drew, 3.

The “Cential Council of the Clothing
Induatry” desired its $5 paid for a
charter which the G. E. B. negatived
returned, and the sferetary was em-
powered to grand the regquest. They
also desired aid in organizing the tailor-
ing industry, which was granted.

The gecretary wes instructed to issue
a call for a vote en the fellowing pro-

N
pogitions for the convention: “Sha!l the
convention be held at Chizago. 111, or
Bosten, Mass.  Shall the s2me be held
en the first Monday in July or the first
Monday in Auvgust, 18972

The foliowing applications for chart-
crs were granted:  Mixed Trades Dis-
triet Alllance No. 11, Chicago, 111.; Pro-
pressive Ascociation of Machinists and
Metal Workers, Chicago, 11L; Carringe
and Wagon Workers' Union No. 4, Chi-
cago, 1L 5
mplication for & charter fram the

An
“Socigl Democratic Workingmens' So-

clety,” Philadelphia, was discussed, and
they were informed to have same en-
dorsed by D. AL 5.

Comrade J1. Dade, secretary of Ind.
Carpenters' Union No. 1, Cleveland, O.,
wrote that the Section of the 8. L. P. is

making surprizing progress, t that
the “pure and simple” are follo the
ancignt worn-out path.

Comiude Chas. Boether, Pate o N.

J.. wrote for constitution and informa-
tion and stated the time had come to
organize a l. A, there, The G. E. B.
thought so also, .
Comrade Peter Damm®» Chicago, Ill.,
stated that our good cause was gaining
ground daily. D. A. No. 11 had deputed
himself and Comrade Baustian a com-
mittee to address the Cigarmakers.
They urged them to join the S. T. & L.
A., and Sam Gompers was roundly de-
nounced by the mee'ing. The house
went wild with enthusiasm over the S.
T. & L. A. Comrade Baustian lectured
on “New Trades Unionism" and yrged
his hearers to rally around the revolu-
tionary banner of the . T. & i.. A. The
Section of the S, L. P. unaminously de-
cided to prohibit all mcmbers from agi-
tating against the S. T. & L. A., and
this mandate has been strictly obeyed
by all. Since the party has been merged .
into one Section. seven new branches
have been organized and there is a
membership now of between 400 and
500 In good standing. - Business is gen-
erally reported to be dull. 5
Comrade Wehner submitted a list of
eligible halls for the convention, and
alsc hotel rates. o L ,
Comrade Abhott, of Worchester,

SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY,  SECTION NEW YORK,

26th Anniversary

~OF THE -

26th Anniversary

PARIS COMMUNE

on SUNDAY, March 2Ist, 1897, 8 o'clock P. M..

at

GERMANIA ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 201203 Bowery.

specchies in English and Gernan by prominent speakers.

stervopticon, showing views of the striking ineidebees duringet

kowitz. The Soclalist Licdertafel will entertain witloapproprinte sonus.
Admission 10 cents a person.

IMustrated Lecture with the gl of a
e tronbios by M. Hifl-

240

Mass., is doing good educational work
among the shoe workers. The wages of
the Brockton bakers, who formerly be-
longed to the S, T. & L. A.. have been
reduced since joining the Weissmann
fold. although he has made this his per-
sonal stumping ground.

It was announced that Brewers' Union
No. 14, belonging to the “Kurzenknabe
St, Lounis Union™ is making it a speeial
object to fight the Alifance bakers, They
even go so fir as to visit the baker
hosees and agitate against the Alliance
members, ‘The opinion prevailed down
East that Kurzenknahe, Bechtold, eic,
voted for Bryan at the last election. A
certain Paul Wilzig, ¢f New York, was
stumping Norwalk and Danbury in the
interest of Knrzenknabe's Union.

A complaint of the Muaical Prot. Ali-
anee No. 1 was reterred for investiga-
tion. .

Jehn Kikel, Bibb Co,, Ala.. wrote for
information as o L. A, was to be organ-
ized.

Next meeting, Wednesday,
1Tth, S poom., at 68 B 4ih street,

D. JA. No. 1.
CONTRAL LABOR FEDEEATION OF N, Y )
Delegate J. T3 Clayton, of the Silver
Workers' Irot, Ass. was chafrman
last Sunday’s meeting of the N, Y. ('en-
tral Labor Federation (D, A: No. 1, 8. T

Mareh

& F. Ado and De A. Carroll, o
Ind. Bakers' Dranch 2, was vice-chair-
man,

Crecentihils of the German Waiters
Union No. 1 for B, Korn were received,
amd the delegote seated,

A contmittec representing the

Ribbon Weavers of West Hoboken
1., was graated the Boor anil requesied
ipeakers for a mass mweeting on Wed-
aesday evening, 8 o'clock, at Cazino
Hall, cor. Spring and Shipye streets,
The request was granted, and delegates
. Amadi, of the Farriers' nion, and
ti. Sieburg, of Section New York, 3. .
. were clected as such speakers,
The Arbitration Committes reporoed
having ealled upon Mr. Kaith, of (he
Columbia Musie Hall, East 125th street,
and found that waiters were engaged
on the per cent, system and that the
said system wonld L enloreed.
unionsdeclared the place cloced o s
members, and Cit is therefore a non-
nnion hall

A discursl

Silk

he

mocmsned relative to the
waiters” calling, and all urions e
again nrged 1o sist both the walters
and bartencers aflilinted in the €, L. F.
when arranging for a festivai.

The arangemeni Commitiee for the
Ninth Annive v celebratien of the
%, L. F, reportad that everything was
in readiness for the festival on Sutur-
day., Moveh ¢ .ol the Yew York Lahoy
Lyeeum, G4 17 dh streern. Do ASs Noo 2,
o4 oand 49 save been iuvited,  Iavi-
tations have alzo been o donded to in-
dividual members of the fabor mave-
ment. who have bern sleadfast sun-
nerters of the C. L. I, wuld agitators for
the & T, & 1. A, Mrs. Waldinger will
precent the banncr won by (he Ale &
Porter Unien No, 1 in its name to the
8, s F

Eeeentrie Englnecrs No. 3 reporied
having held a well adtonded meeting,
They voied for 7. W. Wilson as mem-
Ser to the G 130 B, ond for Boston as
he city (o kold the S5, T. & L. A, conven-
‘jon,

German Waiters' Union No. 1 gained
everal new members,

Furriers’ Union pgain called atten-
‘jon to the special meeting this Satar-
fay, at which it will be Ceciiled to be
represented at the London Conference
Yy adelegate or not.

Empire City Lodge Machin
hold «an important meeting
nesday. at b4 B, 4th street,
bers should aitend,

Int. Pianomakers’ Union reporied
that itz Branches are voting on the
aomince for the G. E, B, and the city
for the S. T. & L. A. convention.

Ail unions were urged to seitle the
ickets far the “N. Y. Volks-Zeitung”

* will
8 Wed-
All mém-

mf CArbeiter Zeitung”  festivals at

mee,

Mass Meanting pf Dakers' Alliance
8. T. & 1. A.

A mass mceetirg of  the  Bos{on

DBakers will Le held on Sunduy, Mar:h
14, 10 a, m., at Dexter Hall, 987 Wash-
ington street, under ithe anspices of
Bakers and Confectioners’ Progressive
Unions 1 and 2, Loeal Alliance 2, of the
Socialist Trade and Lubor Alliance, (o
which all friends of the allinnee are in-
vited. Daniel De Leon, Mis. Martha
Moore Avery and other speakers will
address the meeting on new trades
unionism:

Per order, DISTRICT ALLIANCE 8.

Musical Protective Alliance No.
S.T. & L. A., 1028,

The above organization is the only
musical union that is connected with
the S, T, & L. A., and with no other
labor® body. It is composed of skilled
musiclans, competent to perform any
branch of the musical business, and is
connected with D, A, 49, S. T, & L. A.,
and is represented by Mr. Joseph S,
Krinks, dclegate. Tts members areé not
allowed to connect themselves with any
musical organization that is not in the
interest of the Socialist movement. The
advertisement  appears to-day in
another column.

1,

To Irish Comrades.

There has now been reccived from
Dublin from the Irish Socialist Repub-
lican party a small supply of the foliow-
ing described matter: 4

Pamphlet (15 pages) entitled “The
Rights of Ireland and the Faith of a
Felon,” by James Fintan Lalor, re-
printed from the “Irish Felon" news:-
paper, suppressed July. 1848.

. Membership card of the Irish Social-

ist Republican party. This is of a Lean-

tiful green, has printed on it some agi-
tation matter, and will make a hand-
some souvenir 'and be useful to agia-

These pamphlets and cards can be ob.
from i

tained at 5 cents each ;
- HENRY KUHN,
; 184 William street, New York.

i
i
|

H Bl‘th I (\merican) S, L,

|

Trades and Societies Calendar,

Ntanding sdvertisaments of Trade Unlons and
other Bocteties (DOt exoeeding Aive lines) will be
inrerted ander this heading horvaftor at the rie of

$4.00 per annnm.
raanizations shonld not lose such an opportunity

of advartizing their places of meeting.

P, Discnssion

weeting every first Fridny  Rocijess et
ine every drd Friday at o Fast g1l =1y Leo-
Lires every Sunday 8 P M, st sty
17th Str., and Hudsou Baoiliing,
SthAve,

mrl Sahwe  Clubke  (Musiciuns \ nlp
Meetinige every Tueadn) ol 16w tm,, & 64

| 4th mtrast New Lahor Lycwam. Buxinees &

|

| 230 evary Bunduy afternoon st 64

Frel, &

entral Lahor Federation of N "
c T & L AL D, A, Nn.l"llm

At ¥

| New York City,  All bona-fiite trade and labor Unlons

|

rhould be represented.
seut to thoe corres,
G4 Kant 4th »trent,

Comuiunications are 1o be
> nding Secretary, Ernest Rohm,
ow York 'y, 249

cll'ul'nml\ﬂ'-' Prozressive International
Tawton Sa, 040, e avd Euwploywent
'nnn?u: f‘ Fant 4th atreet. —District | (Bolendau),
p.':'!;a‘-l';l:‘l wrwet, c-l'eryl Satnrday at 8 p. o,
e sorwan, at 200 Porsyll street,
every Saturday at 8 p. . District 11, meeta :l’;"n‘
avanie A, every Satnrday at 8 p. oo Distrct v,

euin Al West 42100 streot, erery Salunisy st &
w --The Hoard of Mipervisrs meets ave o
A VI U0 AV, At 8 g, . o ‘nud;,

(Muwehininte, mecta
'; ning ot the Lubor

Secretary: HENRY ZINCK,

APMAN Waiters' Luton of New Yor
Oice. I Bowery, Colan Hall, st q...'.‘.'_
Meetings avery Friday at 4 g et of Roper-
vivars wents every Wednesaay of 4 V- T, at the
war-e Hall, 7 ey

& D A9, 8. T. & L. A Foadgtanters
OF B At s el Meetings overs Fridioy ul 1
weiock asnn Frodh Hortmanan, Vo s Freal,
Wi, vorr, See™s, Losbile b, 15300 anle st

No,

usical Protective Allingnoe 1028,

e —————— . i 8 1 . t+ mA———
Sm-llcm Eaard o ovins s b P wees the

Arat Bunday 1o ee 6 aeath ot § 5w 1o the hall
of 'Ewox Connty Rociniter ©luh " Th Mpringnaid Ave,
Newark, N. J. "

>
suuml-n-vmu SECInn, S, L ¥, Scews dug

ik 4t Sunday of avery wouth at lv o gluek a,
Mo, At Schuler'e Bl $-- 240 Fast ird «troet, Naw
York City,  subscription order- taken for the Scand,
Sovlalist Weekly, SCant, A, A TARRN.

» 0t Webster

L eV eryY Iat

Also Frea Lecture,

.-l’) d'. AL, preceded by
SN

Snpl-lul melence Ui, Me

ML T40th street nod 3ed &
amband Friday at 8 1. M
every Staday wight, 5
coter ent at siue

\ Phoisiciees Lnton o New  Jurn and

Viclnity, Meets 24 and 4th Tuendaye crvaoing
al the Labor Lyream, 64 East dih etrest,  Seorsinry,
Vel Andarm, T3 Prat dnd atrest

WORKHIEN 'S

Furniturs Fire Insurance,

Orzanizea ez, Sembership 16,00,
Main Organization for New York and
) Vicinity.

e AL EL At 8L Orvce novnes, dafly,
'.\.'m\ulnln)-« ad Holy diys, Trom 1 o'y

HuaNCHES:
diversvill

Youkers, Troy,
Ebulra, N. Y.
wark, Elizabeth, South River

Blnghamton,

New Joersey
Hoston, Holyoke, Mass,
New Haven, Conn,
Luzern, Pa.

2109

Aibeiter Kranken. und Sterbe.Kasse
filr die Var. Staaten von Amarika,
A St {

WORKMEN'S

Slek and Death Benetlt Fund of the
United States of America,

e atuvs mcinty waa funinded In the year 18e4
workuanen tmhoed with the spirit of aolidarity
nowrinlivt thought . [t noinerieal » (8t prosen §
e‘ul-u::.u\ld»l 1.9 I‘uml brauches with more than

- male  wembers) iv rapidly incressing among
wurkingiuen who believe lnp(h-’ prlndpl:: of the
wedern lwhor wovement  Workingruen Letweesn 18
«nd 45 yeurs of ago may Yw sadmitted 1o me
1wy o the bragches, u nt of &
of $400 for the frat clase sud 8300 for the second
clans  Meabmrs balongiog W the Oret cluss are st
Htled w0 a sk benofit of $3.00 for 4) weeks and of
H.30 for another 40 weeks wether continuons of
with interry . Members belonging » the
recond olass recelve nnder the suine circumstances
aud-length of time 8400 aod §1.00 respectively. A
turial Lenefit of $260,00 is grantead for every men
bear, and the wives and unmareied hters of
mninbers between 18 and (6 years of nge wiay be sd-
witlad to the burial beuefit npon payment of &
depsatfor $1,00. Monthly taxes are lovied socording
0 mipenditness.  In citide and towns whare 80
brauch exista, ® 06w braoch can be tormed by 38
worklugmien In good Lealth, aud men sdhering te
the abuve uamed priuciples are invited to do o,

Address uil comuunications © Hmvay Sraws,
:1','.:.7;:,' Recratary, 2827 Srd Ave, Ronm = New

Steam

J"HN UEH[.ER'S Printing.
087 Frankford Street 87

Cor. Pearl St.,
Franklin Square . R, R. Station,
Ovders will I taken at 116 E. 8th strect, bet w,
Avenide A awd First Ave, New York City, © 4L

| Goldmana’s Printing OMee, .

Sor. New Cwambars and Willlne mis,

c@"’ﬁ.‘n 172 Seling Machiom

nglmh.

MORRIS HILLROWII 2,
Attorney st Law,

114 Nnssny Sirpet,

uratu [ o] .,
F Mentiug :"lw-lﬂn:'n’:‘n. I'Q‘MC’-
Vo, WINNBALL,

B Ath Avenue, neur 481R Atreel.

RROOKLYN

Labor Lycenm

HAR-WAB WilloubyAgh ae,
‘Pormerty 61—68 Myrtle Stroet.)

Warcing Boowy, Large Hall for Mase Mestiags -

¢ 'Booke pen tor Balis and Plo-Nies, :

‘,w‘.‘..m‘ PATRONIRF VOOR 0N womw

| To Jewish Sections aud Branches.
' Wilshire's leaflet, “\Why American

Workingmen Should Be Socialists” has ;

been transleted into: Jewish, and
now be had at $1.25 per 1,000 or
if sent by mail or express. Address all
"R amon sEws 00,
64 East 4th Street, New York.

Room A0
‘-uyms




	ScanPro 300011127
	ScanPro 300011128
	ScanPro 300011129
	ScanPro 300011130

