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WHAT IS MONOPOLY?

Bt Laws and Facts can not be
Met and Avoided by the Concoction of
'Werds—The Power to Compete is
Yested by Capitalism in the Mono-
i Class-Their Competitive Power
enly Accentuates the Existence of
' Monopoly Together with its Tyrannous

Powers.

Ope of the articles in the symposinm
on the Trust question, publighed by the
New York “Independent” of the 4th in-
stant. is hy Prof. John B. Clark, L. L. D.,
of Columbia Uiversity. The gist of the
professor’s argument is o denial of the
existence of monopoly. He argues that
_sonly up to a certain point” can Trusts

now curtail competition, and that *if

they go further new mills spring out of
{he earth, as it were, in a night, and the
combination goes to pieces.”” Based up-
cn this reasoning, the professor con-
“eludes that “potential competition is the
resource to be depended on™ to prevent
monopoly, and, seeing as he claims, that

such "potentiality” exists monopoly
cannot live, The fallacy of this argu-
ment is in many ways instructive,

The word ‘monopoly.” in its scientific
gense and its common sense, implies the
power of a few to do what the many
cannot, Strictly speaking, it means the
power of one man to do what all others
ean not. But the scientific and common
sense meaning of the word in poliiical
mnom_\‘.aml jurisprudence, applies the
waord to combinations of individuals,
and consequently excludes the idea of
the single individual power from being
an essential element of.monopoly. It is
not necessary, in order to determine
whether a thing is a monopoly or not,
to ascertain whether ONE SINGLE in-
dlvidual enjoys a power not enjoyed by

1ERS. It is of the essence of
monopoly the conferring to & minority
of a power inaccessible to a4 majority.
Examined by this light, together with
the light of other sociologic facts, Prof.

Clark's “potentiality” becomes a figment
of the brain, y

About 8 per cent. of our population
own over 71 per cent, of the whole na-
tional wealth. Suppose one member of
these 8 per cent. or a combination of

_ some of them sets up 2 concern that un-

dertakes to do any of the things com-
plained of against monopoly, who will
be able ‘to start “over night” a “new
mill" to compete with the first? A mem-
ber or members of the classes that do
Bot own 30 per cent. of the national
wealth?  Assuredly not.* lLeast of all
conld the working class do that, since it
owns only 4 per cent, of the national
wealth, although it is more than 52 per
cent. ‘of the national population. The
power to ‘‘compete’” remains with the

“members of the class that holds the 71

per cent, of our wealth: in other words,
the “competitors™ would have to spring
from the very class that gave birth to
the monopoly : or, which amounts to the
stme thing, competition is a monopoly
of the capitalist class,

A privilege from which 92 per cent. of
the people are excluded is a monopoly
of the frail minority that alone can avail
Itself of it.  Under such conditions mon-
opoly exists powerful and tyrannous.
Prof.John B, Clark’s “potentiality” may

(Berve to disguise the fact, but it can

bring no consolation to that overwhelm-
!_nx majority who are excluded from his
potentiality,”

“But” the potentiality theorist may

- 8ay, “while it iz true thuat no member or

combination of members of the working
class, which is more than half the whole
population of the nation, conld with the
4 per cent, of the national wealth owned
by that whole class think to compete

- With a capitalist concern, and in that

way avoid tne evils of monopoly, while
lém I8 true, the fact that the capitalists
v compete among themselves re-
5 Nds to the benefit of the whole peo-
lllb". in that through such competition
.h*‘y can keep prices down. * In this way
a"o Working class gets, in lower prices,
the benefit it would enjoy even if it
were able to compete.” This is false.
‘8nd the error lies at that bottom of the
painfuily coustructed superstruc-
Of that mixture of stupidity. and
turpitude known as capitalist and

‘ nal political economy,
falsehood consists in the insinua-
that the share of the weakh of la-
depends upon prices. The share of
Wealth that labor keeps is its wages:
wiges depend, just as with all
q merchandise, upon the cost of pro-,
duction. It follows that the cheaper
B0Ods are, the cheaper alsoit is to keep
r-power in condition: and, conse-
Quently, the cheaper goods are, the
Per wages will bel 1t a working-
n needs one loaf of bread to recuper-
8 labor power, the price of that
Will have to e paid to him; if the
hs CO8LS § cents then 5 cents would be
ih'm: If the price of loaves goes
e U and two loaves can be got for o
uts, the wages of the workingman will
Sy at 5 cents, so that he would be
‘uinu in; uo, his, wages would go
10 2% centx; he would get the loaf
8 before, but no more.  And that is
t s happening, It is nnneces-
cousider here the causes that
tend to lower the wages of the

workers even below the price of produc-
tion. It is sufficient to show that re-
duced prices do in no way benefit the
working class.

Prof. John B. Clark, L. L. D.. has
hélped to show even more than the stu-
pldityand intellectual strabismus of cap-
italist reasoning.
to fllustrate the tactical importance of
the Socialist scientific principle of the
class struggle.©  Prof. John B. Clark,
L. L. D, and hig crew can see only the
interests of their own class. To his
class, a lowering of prices is valuable,
because to that class the lower prices
are the larger is the amount of goods
that ‘that idle class can have to con-
sume, and consequently the capacity of
members of that class to compete,
THEIR ‘'potentiality’ to reduce the
prices of the things they want satisfies
vthem. When, however, the classes into
which society is divided by cap.talism
are kept in mind, when their eco-
nomic condition and needs are kept in
mind, then the “potentiality”™ farce be-
comes transparent, and the class-con-
scious proletariat, together with the in-
telléctually decent part of the possess-
ing class, realizes that monopoly is a
tyrant that stands on the pedestal of
capital and that can be overthrown only
by breaking down the pedestal,

LITHOGRAPHY.

Even in this Highly Skilled Trade Wages
Drop.

The havoe and ruin wrought by .capi-

falism, the system of production for

profit, in the direction of decreased
wages and precarious employment is
strikingly illustrated in the *“litho-
graphic” a
that branch of.it knowi as the “‘art”
department,

Until now no mechanical inventions
have been introdneed. The labor is
one of a high grade of skill. The art
being a reproductive one, it is quite
essential that, in addition to mastering
the purely mechanical and technical
difficulties, besides possessing some
artistic talent, the apprentice should
pursue a course of-art studies, The
apprenticeship proper—omitting the
time spent in studying which must be
the student’'s own time, generaily even-
ings,—covers about 4 years, It can be
seen from this that the labor is pre-
eminently skilled, Machine work pro-
per there is none; and while of late
years photography s applied to the art
~—{ermed in the vérnacular 6r {hé erart
“Litho-Line” process—has made some
inroads on certain kinds of work, en-
croached upon the skill of the artisan,
the influence, however, is more or less
negative,

Here one woeuld naturally look for
high -wages and steady employment,
this last principally, because the pro-
cess of lithographic veproduction is
comparatively a slow one.

But the fact is. that to-day the very
best ef the men, men who spent years
of laborious study in acquiring their
proficiency, are in many instances re-
ceiving 15, 20 and 25 per cent, less wages
per week. in the face of an increased
product, than they received 5, 10 or 15
Vears ago, :

Taking it relatively, remembering the,
long term of apprenficeship, the skill
and the little wage paid to the student,
in comparison to the degrée of skill dq-
manded even of him, the natural quali-
fications he is expected to possess, and it
is safe to say the wages paid to-day in
the lithographic art are scarcely above,
if any, those of the ordinary mechanical
pursuits, .

From figures obtained, covering one
month of 1806, (from the publication
“History of Lithographers’ Strike"), IX}P
avernge wage per week is $21.00. No
account was taken of the number of
weeks of idleness during the month, so
that these figures are erroneous. The
writer himself interviewed journeymen
who nominally received $20 to $25 per
weck, but who were four, five and more
months during the vear unemployed,
though not'continuousiy. 1 find ﬁll'('h
wages as $15, $12 and $10. In one in-
stance a journeyman, whose 5
were not to be despised, averaged 3§6
per week for a period of six months,

It is quite true that we are and have
been passing through a period of bus-
iness stagnation and it is quite to be
expected that these skilled wage ear-
ners should have been dragged down
and should have felt the damaging
effects along with the bread winners in
other industries, but from all indica-
tions and unless' the writer is greatly
in error, these conditiens are not likely
10 improve, i

The concentration of the industry,
coupled with the great strides in color
photography, must of necessity dispell
any hopes of a brighter future for the
lithographer. Even with a :so-called
resumption of business, the economy of
laborforce effected by consolidation and
the more perfect co-operation thereby
achieved, will enable larger production
with an ever diminishing number of
workers, who, thrown into the raunks of
the unemployed, not only prevent a rise
in wages but actnally reduce the wages
of those employed, 5

But perhaps the most threatening in-
novation is the three-color photographic
process. The promising results thus far
obtained bid well to eut off a large de-
mand for lithographic work.

In the mean time the lithographers
will get sufficient lelsure for earnest
thought and perhaps shall then arrive
at the conclusion that, whether skilled
or unskilled, eapitalism recognizes no
difference, The dispossessed having
nothing but their labor-power, must
ever part with the living share of their
product, that the few may live in
riotous luxury, while the people are

Steeped in want.

His argument helps

industry, or more especially -

abilities |
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“PRINIPLE” Ko 4, |

In the”New Bancoing Party of N. Y.
Capitalists. :

A Pledge to Pay Empioyees of Publie
Works the ‘‘Highest Prevailing Wages"
—What the Pledge Means—The Compo-~
sition of the ‘‘Citizens’ Union"—Invet-
erate Capitalist Foes, on one Hand,
and Traitor Labor Fakirs on the Other.

No leses fraudulent and perfidious
than the previous “'principles” is “Prin-
ciple No. 4” of the Citizens' Union, the
new proposed municipal party for New |
York. ;

This “principle” reads as follows:

“We demand that the Eight-Honr,
Labor law now on the statute hooks bet
enforced as to all employees of the city
and‘its contractors; and that all such
eniployees be paid at the prevailing rata!
of wages in their respective trades. as
required by law.”

The first thought that suggests itself
right here is this: The Eight-Hour La-
bor law is admitted to be on the statute
books; it is not enforced; the very ele )
ment that has ruled vs right along is the
element that now stands in tront and’
hack of the Citizens' Union. The law
has not been enforced; what guarantee
can we have that this element wili hey
more law-abiding in the future than it
has been in the past? To put this ques-
tion is to answer it. Let fouls be caught,
Dut there is worse, h

The pledge that the “highest prevaiis
ing rate of wages' shall be paid sounds
enticing: the unthinking will immedi-:
ately imagine that that means higl,
wages, It means nothing of the sori;
on the contrary, it means steadily de-
clining wages; and for this reason:

Labor-power. is a merchandise as nn?

other: under the capitalist system, labo

is bought and sold like pork or becf,
shoes or cuspidors. The price of mers
chandises tends to go down becuuse
more and more thereof is produced by
increasingly perfect machinery., In the
measure that the necessaries of life de-
cline in price, the price of labor-power
goes down, because the things needed
to reproduce it are so much cheaper,
Moreover, the decline of the price of la-,
Lor, which means the decline of wamey
is accentuated by the increasing €Xcess
of the supply of over the demand for
labor. lLeave the capitalist system un-
touched, and the “prevailing wages"
will be ever lower, This is just what is
going on. The pledge of the Citizens’
Union to pay the “highest prevailing
wiges' is but a deceprive way of saying
that this new party proposes to be a sorl

of funeral proceseion for the declining
condition of the workers. The perfidy
of the declaration consists in a truthful-
ness that insinuates a falsehood. "

These 4 “principles” are the 4 corner-
stones of the new business munieipat
party that applies for the support of the
working class withont whose vote it can,
of course, not get'along, It is ot to be
wondered at that such a party has for ity
chief promoters such men as President
Seth Low of Columbia University, who
is'of the opinion that the “‘unpleasant-
ness™ of "76 with England was all a mis-
take, and who glorifies a British Gov-
ernmient that has everywhere scourged
humanity, and that, more than any
other, gave a chanee to the Slavorracy
of the South to. rend the country in
twain and rear a Government on the
principle of chattel slavery: such men
as James . 'Carter., who before the
courts proteets capitalist evasions of the
law on the ground that “successfully
evaded laws ave not violations of the
law”; of such men as Simon Sterne, who
considers manhood suffrage absurd; who
says it is monstrous to allow the work-
ingmen to vote, and who maintains that
the country will not be safe so long as
anybody but the capitalist class enjoys
the right of the suffrage; and many
more  such worthies, among whom
Seeley diners are prominent figures.

More remarkable, however, might
seem to the uninitiated the presence in
this party of men who, were the party’s
idea to prevail. would have no vote, and
would be degraded to the level of pari-
ahs, We refer to members of the work-
ing class. But only the uninitiated will
wonder. When he looks closely at the
“workingmen” contingent that officiates
as tail to this “business men's"” party
the wonderment will disappear. Dan
Harris, of Label Committee of the Ci-
garmakers, is there; so is Mr. Pom-
mer, of the Brewers, and others of this
flk. These two typify the class of
“workingmen” whom the capitalists
have ever uséd to betray the workers.
Dan Harris conld not earn his living at
his trade, and has had to earn one fakir-
ing upon the cigarmakers; Pommer be-
longs to the “sales agents” of Brewer
Pabst, of Milwaukee, who, through his
lackey, Ernest Kurzenknabe, of Bt.
Lotuis, keeps in pay a lot of purple-faced
and pimple-nosed reprobates, who, with
the word “Socialism” on their lips, have
no object other than to get money
enough to get drunk with, These, to-
gether with dealers in the union label to
sweater bosses and other blackleg ele-
ments, constitute the “labor” contingent
'of the “Citizens’ Union."”

The Socialist Labor party of Greater
New York can only profit next fail by
the appearance of this new adversary in
the political field.

Socialist Drum and Fife Corps.

Come to the Entertainment and Ball
of the Socialist Drum and Fife Corps on
Saturday, March 27, "97. at the West Side
Union Hotel, 342 West 42d street, and
have a good time. Admission 10 cents.
Will you miss this?

CAPTAL

Eschews no Profit; Profit-Making
makes it Bold.

A Certain 10 per Cent. Will Insure its
Employment-20 per Cent. Make it
Eager—50 per Cent. Make it Audacious
~100 per Cent. Make it Trample on
all Human Laws—300 per Cent. Make
it Ready to Commit any Crime.

More than once in these columns we
have illustrated with contemporaneous
events the fact that capitalism is crim-
inal; that it is born of crime, thrives by
erime, and that there is no crime it
wonld stick at to promozte its gains; fur-
thermore that its pretence of being a
suppovter of law and order is mere hy-
poerisy, The examination of Sir Cecll
Rhodes on the wecent British attempted
invasion of the Boers' land furnishes
fresh and indisputable testimony, From
a contemporaneous paper we cull the
following facts:

“Sitting in the witness-chair in a
House of Commons committee-room. o
Queen's Privy Councilor and ex-Prentier
of a British colony has been unfolding
almost without reserve, and certainly
without a blush of shame or an expres.
sion of contrition, one of the most bare-
faced conspiracies in the way of land-
grabbizg that even British annals can
show. The revelatipn which stands first
among many is that showing the rela-
tions between Mr, Rhodes and the im-
perial authorities, When Mr. Rhodes
dramatically announced that ‘theschair-
man’ whose approval was insisted nupon
by certain ‘weak-kneed” Johannesbhurg-
ers before they would agree to rise in
insurrection was none other than Sir
Hercules Robinson, now Lord Rosmead,
there was what the picturesque reporter
calls a ‘sensation’ in the committee-
room. The Queen’s High Commissioner
knew, then, of all this business, and
pledged himself to go up with Mr.
Rhodes and possess the land, presum-
ably in the Queen’s name, s0 soon as
the Johannesburgers had risen with the
help of Mr. Rhodes's money and Dr.
Jameson's troopers and thrown off Pres-
ident Kriiger's rule, That was the in-
evitable inference that Johannesburgers
were meant to draw from Mr. Rhodes’s
dispaich. ‘It’s all right; Robinson and
Chamberlain are in “the® business,
though, of eourse, they must not say so;
16t us upset ‘Krehger and they will iuke
care of the rest.’

But what are the facts as now dis-
closed by Mr. Rhodes? Sir Hereules
Robinson Knew, as every one knew, that
the difficulties between Boers and Ult-
landers in Johannesburg might lead to
trouble.  He did not know that Mr.
Rhodes’s money and arms and allies
were rushing that trouble in Johannes-
burg to the point of explosion. Con-
fiding in Mr, Rhodes as the Prime Minis-
ter of the Cape, and therefore as its con-
stitutional adviser, the High Commis-
sioner amkmr\\'h:u should be done in the
event of a Johannesburg rising. *Why,
you should go up and mediate,” was Mr.
Rhodes’s reply. and then, the High Com-
missioner assenting, off Mr. Rhodes
threw the role of Premier and Queen’s
Privy Councilor, and, assuming that of
millionaire company president, went
straight to the telegraph office and as-
stured the doubting Johannesburgers
that they need not worry, the Queen's
High Commissioner meant to come up
and throw his imperial blessing over the
whole affair just as soon os they had got
rid of President Kriiger and his band of
Hollanders.  But though he was to take
the High Commissioner with him to
Pretoria, Mr. Rhodes encouraged the
non-British section at Johannesburg by
assuring them that he did not mean to
ingist upon British sovereignty in the
place of President Kriiger. Was ever a
¢irele of chicanery made more complete
and perfected with greater impunity?

But the High Commissioner docs not
stand alone. Mr. Chamberlain has been
completely hoodwinked too, for did he
not tell the House of Commons on Feb-
ruary 13—six weeks after the raid—'to
the best of knowledge and beliel every-
body—Mr. Rhodes, the chartered com-
pany, the reform committee of Johan-
nesburg and the High Commissioner—-
were all equally ignorant of the inten-
tion or action of Dr, Jameson.” Yet
what are the admissions which Mr.
Rhodes has now made? 1. That on the
day before the raid he heard from Jame-
son that he intended to go on to Johan-
nesburg with an armed force. 2. That
he could not write ‘Stop on your peril’
because the wires were cut. He there-
fore told nine of his colleagnes in the
ministry, but retired to his house, five
miles out of Cape Town. He ‘preferred
to sit at home and think the matter over
by himself." 3. Yet the High Commis-
sioner. with only half Mr. Rhodes's
knowledge of the facts and the country,
did send after Dr. Jameson and over-
take him, though his mesage of recall
was ignored. What will British jus-
tice now have to say to the man who is
proved out of his own mouth to have
been, in President Kriiger's phrase, ‘the
master of the dog who did the biting." "

The excellent address of Comrade
William Watson, of Dayton, O., on So-
cialism has%een put in leaflet form, and
can be obtained from the Labor News
Co., 64 BEast 4th street.

We also wish to announce and recom-
mend the following pamphlets isued by
the San Francisco comrades:

Catechism of Socialism; it

Maguire-Harriman Debate;

Karl Marx' Analysis of Money;

Patriotism and Socialism;

The Red Flag.

INDIA,

Eighty-One Million BSouls Starving
Through British Capitalism.

The Middle Ages were familiar with
pests, leprosy and dirth. It would seem
natural to expect that with the develop-
ment of industry, the great improve-
ments introduced in agriculture, the
swiftness of intercommunication be-
tween distant countries, and the prog-
ress of science, the Inhabitants of the
earth would have become unacquainted
with such visitations. And yet, for sev-
eral months, the press has notified the
public that starvation is endangering
the lives of millions of East Indians.

India, one of the most abundant gran-
aries of the world, the theatre of death
by starvation! India, that marvelous

‘and fertile region, the prey of appalling

want on a scale hitherto unheard of!
Bounded on the North and protected
from that side against the cold blasts of
Siberia by the Himalayas, and bathed
from the South by the tepid winds of
the Indian Ocean, India is trasversed

by three majestic rivers, that come
down from inaccessible snow-capped

peaks, and that fertilize its large plains
whose elevation tempers the heat of a
tropical sun, The rainfall of the coun-
try is the heaviest known on the world,
E. Reelug computes that it runs from 6
up to 15 and 16 meters a year.

The population of India is 300,000,000,
concentrated upon a territory only seven
times the size of France., Two-thirds
of the soil lie uncultivated, but in ex-
change of that, her valleys, which are
among the most fertile, yvield two crojs
a year. The indigenous pepulation sub-
sists almost exclusively upon agrical-
tural products. Consequently, when the
crops fail, hunger prevalls. The crops
are lost if a drouth leaves the corn
free to the parching foree of the sun,
This year the drouth has been unusnal;
the rainfall has been less than one-half
as great as usual; the seeds did not
strike root: the vegetation has been
parched up. and the people are in de-
spair, '

In the Northeast, In Rajputana, a
Paris paper reports the sitnatiowr to be
horrible. So intense is the heat that
even the rivers are drying up, the canals
have no water, the soil is baked and is
becoming dust, the whole vegetation Is
calcinated, and millions of people find
themeelves condemned to die. Only
those 1egions that are traversed by large
rivers are free from the plague; their
crops ivill be fair; their people will have
ample food, but will be unable to come
to the succor of their neighbors.

The Secretary of State for India re-
cently made the official announcement
that hunger threatens two distinct
groups of the Indian population. One
gzroup consists of more than 37 million
natives, who already have suffered great
privations, and whose situation cannot
be relieved before May or possibly June;
the second zroup is of 44 million people,
who are immediately threatened with
absolute want.,

Total, 81 million starving people,

Finglly, the despatches given to the
public by the Indian Office and the com-
munications addressed to the papers by
British officials who have resided in In-
dia, indicate that the dirth has already
begnn to do its fatal work. Thousands
upon thousands of people are dropping
dead with hunger,

1t gseems that this state of things was
foresecen by the British Government as
long back as two years ago, and that it
adopted no preveptive measures. On
the contrary, that Government, whose
neglect is now scourging India, did not
for a moment cease to extort from India
all it could,

Comrade Hyndman, at a recent and
stormy meeting, held at the Mansion
House in London, accused England of
sacking India, and proved the responsi-
bility. of the Government by mentioning
the following facts:

1. The Indian Famine Fund was
founded by a special tax, which, since
its establishment, was never used but to
defray the expenses of the expeditions
to the frontier to the amount of over
$100,000,000, which amount was spent
this wise during the last 18 years with-
out the consent of the people of India.

2. England has provoked and consid-
erably aggravated the .famine of the
people by annually carrying off 22,000.-
000 pounds sterling worth of native
products without giving anything in ex-
change.

Comrade Hyndman said: “I beg the
citizensof London that they askthe Sec-
retary of State for India that he sus-
pend all further withdrawals of funds
from the Treasury of India and turn
them to the rescue of the millions of
beings who will otherwisé die of hun-
er.” 3
. As the only remedy for the calamity
that weighs down upon India, the Brit-
ish Government has issued a call for
charity, declaring that with the aid of
all other nations the subscription would
soon run up into the millions.

The British Government could easily
have prevented the Indian disaster.

Since the beginning of this century,
famine has scourged India fourteen
times, .

In 1886, the single province of Ovissa
lost one million souls by hunger. *“The
population,” thus ran. a correspondence
from Calcutta, “is literaliy dropping
dead with hunger; the living and the
dead met along the roads are mere skel-
etons.”

The present spectacle is not less hor-
rifying. A correspondent of the “IHus-
trated Sketch” sends from India pho-
tographs that give some idea of the

frightful martyrdom that the populi- |

tion of India is now undergoing.

The first of these photographs exhib-
its three men and four children, or
rather the skeletons of three adult males

(Continued on Puge 3.)

SPEAKING 00T,

A Federal Cireat Court Adopls
Blunt Maxims.

CLASS LAW.

The Anti-Trust' and Similar Laws,
Which had Been Passed Ostemaibly
Against Capitalist Concerns, Railroads
Especially, Are Turned Exclusively
Against the Workers and thes Opurt
Exempts the Capitalist clase<~Import-
ant Maxims Advanced by Rallroad
Lawyers and Endorsdd.

“The United States Circuit Conrt of Ap-
peals for this circuit rendered this week
a decision thaf upholds the joint trafie
agreement of railroads. The nctlon was
based on the Interstate Commerce law
and the Sherman Anti-Trust law, The
Court held that the joiut trafic agree-
ment did not violate either; in fact, that
neither law was meant for such cases.
This decision, especially when the ar-
gument is considered that was made by
the lawyers for the railroads, is of vast
interest. i

It will be remembered that the two
laws were passed upon the cry of the
West for protection against Trusts, rail.
roads In partienlar: it will also be re-
membered that the first real application
of the law was made by Judges Gross-
cup and Woods when they drew up thelr
“gatling gdn on paper” declaring the
Pullman #nd railroad strikers to be vio-
lating these laws; and, finally, it wil! be
remembered that on that occasion the
“learned’ and “honorable” Judges laid
down the principle that ANY restraint
of trade violated the laws. Proceeding
upon this principle, they condemned the
unions and sentenced the men,

Well, now, the decision of the Clroult
Court upon a railroad case charging
“restraint of traffic,” e¢ndorses the prin-
ciple enunciated by Lawyer James C.
Carter, of counse! for the rallroads, that
“there mnay be restraint of trade, and
yet, if it is not an unreasonable re-
straint, the law does not object.”

In other words, a law meant to pro-
tect the people against the railroad cap-
italists Is allowed to lie dead, and is gal-
vanized Into life only when an oceasion
is offered to apply It against the pprQ:
and not_only .that; whan, ]
against the people ANY act of thel
thatatallrestrained trade was construed
to be a violation of the law, but when
the railroad capitalists are concerned
the law becomes elastic, and then of n
sudden ANY restraint of trade ceases to
be a violation of the law!

Again, the declsion of the Court fur-
ther endorses this principle, enunclated
by Mr. Carter: “Suppose the rallroads
did evade the law, WAS A SUCCESS-
FULLY EVADED LAW A VIOLATED
LAW? NO." A rather brazen ques-
tion, admission and principle to be made
by the “pillurs of law and order,” and
to be confirmed by the conrts that have
“law and order” in their special keep-
ing. This episode should be added to
the already long list of episodes that the
class-conscious Soclalist of the land is
preserving under the heading: “To be
remembered for when the time comes.'”
At that time the very class that now
lays It down as a maxim of law that *“the
successfully evaded law is not law vio-

Mated! will be making strange faces.

Fiaalle, Court endorsed the argu-
ment of the lawyers that the Trust law
on the statute books does not concern
the railroad corporations. In other
words, the courts have, obedlent to the
railroad magnates, taken the rallroads
out of the law. N

All this is not surprising; it is natural,
The caplitalist class holds the Govern-
ment. Presidents, Vice-Presidents, Con-
gresses, Courts, Governors, Leglslatures,
Mayors-—all these funetlonaries put
there by the capitalist class are simply
the lackeys of that class; they do the
bidding of that class, and in doing so
are bound to prostitute their high func-
tions.

There I8 no relief possible for the
working class unless they themselves
seize the reins of Government. Not un-
less they themselves elect the Govern-
ment upon a political platform that de-
mands the unconditional surrender of
the brigand class of capitalism and the
eztablishment of a Soclalist common-
wealth” can such disgraceful and mis-
chievous acts as perpetrated by the Cir-
cuit Court cease to be. .

Right upon the heels of the great So-
clalist conguests in Austria follow the
great Socialist victories in Italy.

When Rudini dissolved Parliament he
expected to free himself wholly of the
Socialist delegation. He is reported to
have promised that not one Socialist
Deputy would be returned, and he went
to work so as to fulfil his prophecy. The
suffrage is conditioned on certain prop-
erty and educational qualifications. The
property qualifications are slight; as to
the educational qualifications, they can-
not bar the Socialists because the So-
cialists are among the most literate of
the population. " Nevertheless, the elec-
tion inspectors may, when backed by an
unscrupulous Government, use these
two pretexts very much as they wish,
and they did. For all that, such is the
increase of the Socialist forees that 16 .
Socialist Deputies are assuredly elected.
The election of 12 was the moat that our
Italian comrades expected. Full returns

]
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wjougned; its record is o blank. Not one®

~ pended their ‘principles’
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I can conceive of a system of so~
clety in which all that is really es-
sential of the theory of Socialism
will be reslized without all men
and women embracing each other
a dozon times a sy and saying:
“Ob, my dear brother! Oh, my dear
sister!"™

‘ Patrick MacMichael,

Philadelphia,

THE LAST BATTLE.
Mr. Willinm J. Diryan has written a

. hook on the late Prosidential campalgn,
Theonly thing interesting about it is its

title. He calls ft “The First Batile!
This title is a misnomer; it shonld have
read, “The Last Battle.”

The Populist party wag not the party
of the elags that will overthrow the cap-
Italist svetem amd save the nation; its
principles wore the principles of wonld-
be capitalists who are heing worsted in
the struggle for the throne of economic
tyranny,. It was the movement of the
middle class, whose basie principle is
that of capitalism: the subjugation and
oxploitation “of labor. Like all such
parties, it held wild language and was
lavish in promises to the working class,
Unfortunately, however, for it, before
galning national masterhood, it gained
local masterhood in some places, and in
many others it bad scored individual
successes, This was unfortunate for it
because, without having an opportunity
to do for itself the viclous things it had
in mind, it gave an opportunity to test
it. Its loeal and individual sueccesses
were samples, 8o to speak, of the whole,
Sampled by these anfnpleﬁ, it was found
out in time, 4

First and foremost, Populism was
sampled in Kansas, All the branches of
the State Goyernment fell into Populist
handé.  The Legislature has just ad-

law passed, not one measure adopted
that in any way even lightens the bur-
dens of the wage slaves in Kansas, let
alone looks to their ultimate deliver-
ance. The interests of the property-
holding class were discussed and o few
laws enacted [n their behalf, but labor
was wholly ignored.

Second, Populism was sampled by
the officers it elected elsewhere. From
their United States Senutors down these
officers showed themselves to be as
bloadthirsty foes of labor as any others;

and in Colorado in particular an open

revolt of workers has broken ont against
Populism. A call has been issued there
by members of trades unions calling for
the formation of a new party, a party of
labor, on the ground of the hostility
that the workers of Colorado have met
with at the hands of the Populist as weli
28 the Republican and Democratic office
holders.

And so it goes on,  Distllusioned by
the bitter expericnces ‘made by the
workers, they will not again be found
ready to fill the role of food for cannon
for the sinking middle class,  Those who
shall not yet have learned full wisdom
Will split up among the varions parties
of the upper capitalists; those who know
their rights and dotieg will rank them-
selves with the Socialist Laborparty; ani
Bryan's party, shrinking into nothing,
will grow more and more ridienlous—
100 ridiculous to be at all considered a
warring force.

lirynhls/m has fought its last battle,

WHY IS LABOR FAKIR HEINRICH
WEISMANN PUSHING BAKERY
INSPECTION LAWS?Y

The question that heads this article
has often been put in labor circles. A
very complete answer is embodied in the
following passage from a Cleveland, 0.,
correspondent: e

*The virtue of the Ohio Bakery In-
spection Jaw has latterly come to light.
The law was ‘wrung' from the politi-
ciansg by labor leaders who sail under
the motto: “We deal not in politics, but
we utilize the politicians.' At the re-
quest of Weissmann, Goy, Bushnell ap-
pointed the former overseer of the
Cleveland ' Bakers' Union,  Theodore
Wagner, Bakery Inspector, but not be-
fore Wagner hud given our Republican
Mayor McKisson the assurance that he,

‘Wagner, was a good- Republican.

“So far, there & nothing much out of
the way in this. We know many other
such ‘radical Anavchists.” who, for simi-
lar considerations, have silently sus-

particular

ing.
stumps for his friend MeKisson, after

Chaving carried the MeKinley button
‘during the late campaign,

¢ Aund who is
this McKisson? He is the identical

i
i
v

HBnt in this
instance something .more
thon usual did happen and is happen-
Wagner, the quandom Anarchist,

L A e Rbr e el

: MY :
Mayor who, at the time of the grea
Brown Company strike, fell upon the
strikers with police and militia M ulllt‘h
‘manner that the backbone of the strike
wag hroken and rhe strike was lost.
while all the time a local Weissmannist
was cending to the "lhmrkl'r‘-Z(:il!mR ¥
glowing accounts of the ‘yictories’ of the
strikers.” e i

These facty dpd the recent attempt of
Ltz and Copeland, the labor leaders of
the Traction Unjon ¢mployes. to sell ot
the men, throw valuable light 1tpon

cach other,

i
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The New York Central Labor 1"nion
i shriveling fast. It has earndd the
fame of being nothing bnt an associa-
tion to fupnish spaee matter to gutier-
snipe reporters.  Now it I8 becoming
also an association to render fabor ridis
culons, s

At its last meeting “Delegate’ MeGill
of the plasterers proposed to aid the
barbers by having a law passed impos-
ing a tax on whiskers, it

Of such intellectunl material 15 the
element - composed  with  which the
hosses' class has had to de) as ‘repres
sentative’” of the labor movement.  (fan
it he any wonder that the bosges” class
entertaing a supreme contempt for tae
working class?

POLITICAL and ECONOMIC.

—

The ﬁ»llowinu “dream,” from “Olive
Scheiner’s Dreams,” is as heantiful
is of deep import; it Is entitled "Lifc's
Gifts,” and rung thus: .

“] saw @ woman sleeping, In hor
sleep she dreamt Life stood before her,
and held in each hiand a gift—in the one
Love, in the other Freedom. And she
sald to the woman, 'Choose!’

Al the woinan waited long: and she
said, 'Freadom!

“And Life said, “Thon hast well chos-
en, If thou hadst said ‘Love' T would
have given thee that thou didst ask for:
and 1 would have gone fram thee, and
returned to thee no more, Now, the
day will come when I shall return. In
that day I shall bear both gifts in one
hand.’ ! :

“I heard the woman laugh in her
sleep.”

At this, the unbalanced will fly off
the handle and drop into the cesspool of
Anarchy together with that other cess-
pool that Artemus Ward so well stigma-
tized as the *“ferocious profession of
free-love he-women.'” - The Socialist,
however, gathers true inspiration from
the parable. Aiming at freedom, he
alms at the emancipation of woman
from tne degrading yoke of economic
enslaverment that to-day renders. mar-
riage in innumerable instances but a
euphonic term for prostitution. And
his feet firmly planted upon facts] he
seeks by the only means possible to ac-
complish economic freedom, to over-
throw the system of private ownership
in the machinery of production and es-
tablish the Socialist Commonwealth,

Man and woman, fiee from the yoke
of wage slavery fastened upon their
necks by male and female capitalists:
the affections purified by the elimina-
tion of the corrupting influence of ma-!
terial congiderations: childhood sweet-
ened by the moral elevation of the pas
rent generation; old age revered by the
nobility of the young—such are the
*fruits of that vncompromising and sci-
entificrovement known to-day:through-
out the world as organized Socialism,
and such is the ideal whose firesrenders
Sociallsm irresistible,

The March “Arena” has a wonderful
article by Dr. A. C. True, no less an in-
dividual, he informs us. about himself,
than “Dirdetor of the Office of Experi-
ment Stations, U, S; Department of Ag-
riculture”; and the article containg a
wonderful discovery. In. trying to ac-
count for the depopulation of the farm-,
ing districts the doctor says: i

“The fact is that, broadly speaking.
men leave the farms because they are
not needed there, The introduction of
{abor-saving machinery and rapid trans-
portation has produeed the same result
in agriculture as In other kinds of man-
nfacturing. . A smaller number of men
working in our ficlds turn out a much
greater product than the greater num-
ber of laborers could possibly secure in
oldlen, times, and the products of all
lands are- easily carried to where they
are needed.”

The doctor does not explain why, see-
ing that similar displacements of labor
take place in the cities, the city work-
ingmen don’t flee to thé country,

It is not surprising that the New York
“Byening Post” considers thé election
of Mr. R. Fulton Cutting for chairman
of the new municipal party of capitalists
as excellent, Mr. Cutting is the owner
of a lot of pestilence-breeding tenement
_houses in Little and Big Alley on (‘hérr_\‘
‘Hill, whose condition was o outrageous
that ‘even the Board of Health had to
step. in. 3

T
The Jamestown, R. L, “Beacon” says:

“Socialism does not present a beauti-
ful, soul-inspiring picture of a heavenly
kingdom on earth that can be acquired
through blind faith and dutiful devotion,
The principles of Socialism are prin-
ciples that can appeal only to thoughtful
reasoning men. . The Socialist move-
ment is 4 growing, constantly advancing
march of seriously determined working-
men and* women. The army of Social-

ism 18 advancing through entirely new

stacles in its path lie before and not be-

hind it. To euter the Soclalist ranks
and keep up with the growing proces-
Slon one must be serious and deter-
mined. The work in hand, the obstacles
10 be overcome plentiful, but the goal
looms up bright and clear on the hori-
zon.” : i ;

and unexplored regions, and the ob--

A DETROIT CONRADE

Answers Gov. Hazen 8. Pingree on the
b *‘Potato-Patch.” 5

DETROIT, Mich., March 13,1887,

Mr. Hazen S. Pingree,

Dear Sir Yours ef the 1st of last:
manth addressed to Max Meyer, No. 339
NieDougal ave,, was handed to me a few
daysago.

Your request for information and ex-»
planation has been noled, And I reply
at onee to prevent furiher delay,

Az vour knowledge of the speeches
delivered at the Arbeiter Hall mass
meeting seems to be limited to the re-
port of ajcertain paper only, yon are
Alightly mizinformed.  But sonie points
of the repori were correct, and the ob-
jections you raige to them prove the ' in-
consisteney of vour position,

For instance, vou elaim that “those
people who pit in their “lubor on the
potrto patehes have nowhers clse to put
it AMMr. Pingree, if our present eco-
nomic system would not_prevent those
peaple from utilizing the means they
need for the producticn of the neces-
wiries of 1ife, you nor anybody ¢l=e could
g1 thenr to work during a good part ot
the suminer for only @ few paliry pota-
toes as remineration,  But jusit con-
sider that you hold quite & part of the
power of sovernment that vou ‘n.nj- the
chanee to do a great deal towards giving
thoew peaple the free use of the above
named means: now, then, why do you
not strive for the abolition of the system
thet Keeps those people divorced fron
the land; the-toots and the shops?  Why
donTt you protest agipsi assstem that
forces SCIrespesting Wage-\orkers, |»llo'
e who built ap the conniry, 1o live
on charity, be slaves for somehody else,
or starse or commit saicide? \Why do
VYOI NOt Seart 10 have restored to them
their congtitutional right to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happin s87 You
must know that the man who owns (i
means which anather man zeeds 1o keep
alive. owns the other man’s very life,
If the mnn who owns these menns takes
them gway, the other man must die,
Labor's only liberty now consists in the
vight to change No atter
how free labor may be called, in reality,
it is foreed to do the bidding of the eclass
upon whose gooil will it depends for !Iw
right to produce the necessaries of life,
©Eyven if Iabor has produced the means
of production, it dacs not possess them
now,

Do you see now, Mr. Pingree, why it
is upmanlike and immoral for a gales-
man to uphold the system that divorees
the people from the means llu-,\'bnm-‘l
for the production of the necesaries of
life? Or do you want to claim that the
70 pericent. of our population that are
wage-workers and deprived of the
right to make a living on this earth are
not in the majority, and shonld there-
fore not be considersd as the people?

The charity institutions of the capit-
alist elass, including your potato patch-
es, remind me of a tramp who would
have died of starvaiion but for his dog;
he cut off the dog's tail, ate ‘the flesh,
and threw the bones back to the dog to
keep him from starving, so that he
might get another meal out of the dog.
Yon expect that the people shall be
thankful to you and vote for you be-
canse you are the originator of a scheme
that allows the people the use, without
tools, for one summer, of a small, patch
of land? * Do yvon think that these peo<
ple need no other viclials, no e '.u;
clothing, honsing, shoeing and other
necesaries?”  Are they entitled 10 noth-
ing but potatoes during the time that
the warehouses of the capitalist class
are full enongh to allow them to dis
pense for the time being with the hen
that laye the golden egge?

Do yon think it right that o Bradley
Martin give two hunderd and fifty thou-
sand dollar balis, that a George Gonld
get one thousiand dollar fans made for
his sweetheart, that a Miss Ledyard of,
Detroit buy a German Baron and that
Seeley dinners be of daily oc¢currence,
and that all these extravagances shall
be paid for with the money that hy
been stolen, in a so-called legal way,
from those whom you want to feed on
potatoes only and bid to keep quict?
And do yon actually think that you can
purify politics in this way?

The present state of utter dependence
of the majority of the peoplé npon the
reapitalist class forees people to openly
oppose their own convictions, ignore
their actual interest, and throw away
their self-respect and manhood, unless
they are satisfied and ready to suffer for
daring to oppose capital's command-
ments,  Every man who does this he-
comes out of necessity a martyr for his
own cause, and yoiu know martyrs are
seldom,

But if you aim at the purification of
palities, you go about it in a very queer
way, Not only you want to leave un-
touched the economie system that must
necessarily bring about the present cor-
ruption, but you yourself even indulge
in bribery.  What e¢lse but brivery is it
to iake advantage of the dependent po-
sition of the veéry poor unemployed

wage-workers, and offer them the use
of a small potato patch with the ex-
pectation that they vote for you and the
nominees of the political machine which
vou created?  Can you deny that it
would have been impossible for yvou to
Luild up such a perfect machine if your
friends end advisers had been cconomis
cally indépendent, if they had not been
foreed to depend for a living upon the
political job that you or your machine
offered them?  Are the very work tick-
ets, given by the Aldermen to a few
half-starved laborers, not mere bait,
with which the workers are caught and
roped in? In fact, are not all bour-
geols politicians, in spite of all their
reform cries, using the workers, on ac-
count of their dependence, as cats'-paws
to keep in power the capitalist class?

And now answer this question as a
man, not as a business man or a hour-
geois politician: Has not your sole aim
been to protect the interests of a com-
paratively small percentage of the pop-
ulation? Or have yvou ever considered
‘that whafever profit the busingss man
may make, is wealth that he takes from
the producer, and that therefore the
producer, the wage-worker, is the one
who pays everything in reality?

Yes, Mr. Pingree, the profits pocketed
directly by the employers!the rent for
offices and stores, the interest on hor-
rowed capital, and all other expenses
that business men may incur are added
1o the cost of production, and are taken
from the sweat of the laborer. But if
fome nonsproducer buys wares with
part of the increment added to the labor

ters,

it he buys with money which he got ag
profit, interest, rent, or salary for sport-

cost of production and distribution, i, e,

P

fng the title of president of a certain
business that he knows nothing about,
then he buys with something which he
has expropriated from the prodncers: do
you see that to uphold the interest of
these expropriators, parasites or busi-
ness men as they are broadly ecalled,
means that you must ignore the interest
of the people, the workers? But you
must even go back on the small business
men, as I shall show when | take up the .
street car question.

Your reguest that I look over the re-
port of vour potato farming is super-
fluous. I have known for quite n while
that it guotes the potatoes raised on the
L patches at 53¢, a bushel, while the fact
s that the hest potatoes can be bought
for 200, to 25¢. a hnshel delivered in any
part of the city, You will admit that
such a gross misquotation speils the |
credibility of the whole report. Now,
Mr. Pingree, 1 will put another question
to yoir: Do you think that it requires a
great economist to discover that a few
men with modern tools on a modern
farm could have raised in a few days
the =ame amount of potatoes that. took
thoe poor wage slaves, who worked
vour patehes, so many days to raise
with -primitive tools and hard labor?
What holds good of potiatoes holds good
of ather vietuals, To ¢laim that they
had nothing else to do and that their
rinte did not count for anyvthing, in jtself
shows vour hourgeois feelings. So long
as capitalists cannot exploit the labor
power of those people it makes no dif-
ference how it is spent—whole weeks
may even be wasted, Bt in the shops,
when anil where the capitalist exploits
it, every five winutes connt.

To taks np snch a question s an ceen-
omist, cager about the welfare of the
people, it would be your duty to con-
sider that hitman effort and energy is
too raluable to allow it to be wasted for
no other purpose than to keep the work-
era fram getting educated abont their
degraded, dopendent and as yel helpless
position ip society,

Witk s0 much soundd, healthy litera-
ture on the economic guestion circuiat-
ing, with the canee of all the wrong in
sociery traced hack undisputably and di-
rectly to the private ownership of the
menns of preduction and distribution,
cun it be possible that men who have
sneh chanees to hecome acquainted with
the workings of society as you have, are
€0 ignorant about economics that *hey
dare tq ignorve the fundamental rights
of mankind, and still expect that the
peopie shall look upon them as their
friends ond henefactors,

If they are ignorant we will find
ont, if they aim at deceit, the Socialists
will nnmask them; one is as dangerous
for the welfare of the people as the
other. .

The agitation for the abolition of pri-
vate ownership in the means of produc-
tion and distribution ¢annot stop uutil
the present masters fall, until the sov-
creignty of the people—the workers-—-
is established, and the people are, for
hthv first time since the beginning of the

development of modern society, freed
from humiliation and exploitation.

You claim further in your letter that
Yo “do not see just precisely what
financial edncation has to do with the
street car question,” and would like the
benefit of an explanation. To this [ an-
swer thut to find out abont that you will
have to ask the “Free Press reporter';
I don’t see what the financial question
hes (o do with anything that concerns
the interest of the people--the wage
workers—and [ hqpe that you will admit,
thd®™ the financinl question is simply a
scheme to bamboozle the people into
voting their exploiters into power again,
0 tur as the workers' interest is congy)
cerned, ¢

The war cries: “Tariff reform, “Free
trade™ and “Protection” have lost their
attraction; it became necessary 1o sub-
stitute something elge, and the cries for
"hoadst money™ and “free silver™ an-
swered the purpose,

I explained to the audience that the
interests of the small and the large cap-
italists are antagonistic; the one is the
debtor and the other is the creditor fac-
tion of the capitalist class, but I also ex-
pleined that the interest of the working
cluss is antagoristic to any money in-
terest of 4he lubor exploiting class

Your claim that yon do not desire to
fuarrel with those who differ from you
and ask for an explanation as to how
You may be able to succeed in getting
the best of the street car company, Ac-
cording to your letter, you are willing
1o uid us or vice versa; we shall give
you our akd for itz accomplishment.
Well, Mr. Pingree, 1 have to repeat to
you what I explained to the audience at

=

the mass meeting at  Arbeiter Hall:
“False tactics beéget failures,”
You consent that individuals shall

produce for sale, and that they may sell
their wares in the dearest muarket for
the most they can get! can yon blame
them when they take advantage of their
business rights and stop cutting prices
48 soon as they can come to & mutual
agreement? You uphold competition,
and to enable business men to compete
in the market you allow them to buy in
the cheapest market. It now happens
that it does not require as many men to
run one power-house as it required for
the three that were in use before the
consolidation. The same thing is true
of the office help, the line-men and elec-
tricians and even, to a great extent, of
the conductors, motormen and barn
men,  Can youn biame the ecapitalists
when they tuk«;:nl\'mnanr- of their right
and hay as littlé labor-power as possible
to do the largest amount of work?

' The introduction of machinery and
the division of lnbor are great factors in
the accomplishment of the last-named
right of the business men, but, to be able
to apply these factors, capitalists are
forced to concentrate industry and cen-
tralize various busivesses in the hands
of their own person solely.

But the introduction of machinery,
and the division of labor, carried on in
the iuterest of individuals who central-
ize industry to profit by it, has another
tendency of which they are at | berty to
derive the fullest advantage so long as
.“'to buy cheap” is their privilege,

The men thrown out of work hy the
introduction of machinery, the division
of labor and the concentration of indus-
try, are forced to compete for the jobs
of the men still at work, and here also
the law of supply and demand fixes the
price of the commodity, labor-power.
The only people among whom free com-
petition exists are the wage-workers,
hand it forces the men to compete against
women'and children, A

The father cannot earn enough to
keep his family, the chjldren or his wife
have to aid in making a living even if
they earn no more than their personal
expenses; the employers get a chance to

buty labor cheaper; the women and chil-

-~

dren can perform the work just as well
as the father or the brother can, and the
consequence Is that the father must
walk the street or undersell the labor of
women and children, This he cannot
do becausge he has a family of which
eacn member cannot work for him or
herself,

Do you see why 80 many men remain,

single, why we have g0 many divorces,
and how capitalism destroys decency,
morality and even the family? Do von
£eo how this is the direct ontcome of the
business prineiples of whicli you are an
ardent upholder, and that so long as
these principles are allowed to be exe~
cnted the same results are hound to ap-
pear with constantly increasing inten-
sity? To allow the business system to
be caried on after a certain state of so-
cial development has been reached
means that you consent-tha: the owners

of the largest and most improved means

of production, transportation and dis-
tribution shall have the righf to monop-
olize the matket. They can undersell
the smaller business men, take their
markets away, and force them to the
wall., Business carried on in thig" way
is nothing short of the expropriation of
the smaller by the larger capitalists.
jut this is not all. Deprived as the
.Lmull capitalists are from the power 1o
take advantage of the right o compete
snecesstully,  after  they have been
crowded into the ranks of the prole-
tariat, they have to compete or starve,
and they must help to foree down wages,
Do yon see that you'are not npholding
the interest of the middle class business
mwen, when you allow 10 eéxist the system
that Torces them out of business and in-
to the wage-workers' ranks?  The emal
business men, the middle class, cannot
he saved: they are bound to disappear
under competition; their interest lies in
the abolition - of private property in the
means of production and distribution,
anid they should therefore help the.class-
conscious proletariat to overthrow the
present system of expropriation and
starvation,

In conclusion, Mr. Pingree, 1 do- not
intend to quarrel with anybody who is
doing his best to remedy the existing
wrong, provided he does not retard the
overthrow of the wrong, §f o person is
willing to reason, to listen, to nrgue amd
to convinee or be convineed, T am will-
ing 1o help to further his undertnkings;
if not. 1 find it impossible to co-operate
with him,

Business interests have controlled this
country since the founding of this Re-
public: you can see and you know your-
self where we have landed.

The interest of the wage-werking
clags-— the proletariat—is all that [ con-
sider as the just interest of the people;
those who oppose this interest, those
who oppose the abolition of the labor-
exploiting system, are my enemies, and
are treated by me as such when they
(ullu‘ an active part in polities,

‘o fight the concentration of industry
is reactionary,

To try to deprive the workers of the
benefits they can derive from concen-
trated industry is reactionary.

To fight the concentration of industry,
while you allow to exist and recognize
as right the forees that irresistibly force

this concentration, is like trying to stop-

the rotation of the earth, Capitai will
not oppose itself; no class has ever op-
posed itself consciously. Capital can
only be fought successfully by the op-
posing class, and only -then can the
workers succeed, when they have be-
come  class-consclols, aware of their
rights and determined to take them by
all practicable means. Individuals of
the opposite class may help this along,
and often they become great factors in
the adcomplishment of social revolu-
tions,

Mr., Pingree, become one of them!
You don't know how soon some larger
capitalizts may forece you into bank-
ruptey; yvou don’t know how socon you
may become one of those by capitalists
despised and still to them indispensable,
wage-workers, and then you may regret
that you had not before worked for the
interest of the wage-working class.

Hoping that this letter will give you
all the information that you require,
and that it will satisfy youn ahout the im-
possibility to get my help to keep in ex-
istence the capitalist system of exploit-
ation, I remain yours very respectfully,

M. MEYER.

The Wilmington, Del., Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Chi'dren seems
to be about to tackle a ticklish problem,
At its last monthly meeting a paper was
tead in which this passage occurs:

“It may yet be a part of the pro-

gramme of the 8. P. C. C. to unite with

other students of sociological problems
in devising a way by which the multipli-
cation of species in families hopelessly
poor and dependent may be regulated,

"It seems farcical to enact laws to pre-

vent immigration, when, at the same
time, our cities are receiving accretions
from within their own borders of those
¢lements of weakness that will do quite
as much to threaten the.perpetuity of
our free institutions as will an unre-

‘stricted ‘influx from abroad."

he suggestion of such thoughts is
dangerous, No sooner are they sug-
gested than this other train of theught
would be set in motion:

“It is farcical to kill off the children
of the poor when poverty is steadily
produced by a ®lass of idle capitalists,
The continunance of their existence will
perpetuate poverty. As fast as one set
of poor are killed off a new set will be
produced by that idle class of capital-
ists. It is more sensible to lay the axe
to the root of the evil,”

Scocialism, however, will in due time
step in. It will not find it necessary to
kill off anybody. It surely will not kill
cff the poor because that would be fool-
ish and inhuman, and it will not have

to kill oif the poverty-producing cap- i

italist class because it will utilize that
class by making it work.

The S. P. C. C.,, ignorant of the social
problem, is in danger of developing
murderous propensities which exercise
themselyves either absurdly against the
poor or foolishly against the rich,

The recelpi of a sample copy of this
paper is an Invitation to subscribe.

. ‘

Brother Jonathan—To me it ja clear

that the Socialists have no logic in them,
How they do contradict themselvegt
Any man of average intelligence could

see thas,
Uncle Sam—1I wish you would aid me

with your intelligence, because 1 don’t

gee the contradictions you speak of,

B. J.—Don't Socialists claim that
wages of the workers represent the map.
ket price of labor? f

U S&5-Yes,

B. J-—~And don't they say M‘\

cheaper products are the cheapes ya
comes the price of labor? b

U. S,—Yes.

B. J.—~And don't they =ay that this
cheapening of the price of labor comes:
from the cheaper price of the things
needed to reproduce labor-power?

U, S.—~Yes, 1 see no contradiction in
this,

B. J—Neither do . That's all right.
But I claim that it is illogical, after one
has siid all this to elaim that, therefore,
the workingman shall have all the
wealth, 1 eall it illogical to say first
that the price of labor is going down
and then to claim that the reward of
labor shounld go up, Ry

. 8-=The logic of that is all right.
The trouble is with you, that you don't
understand all you say,

B.J~1 don't?

U, S.—~No. The price of labor deelines
where labor is o mercaandise,  Unider
the capitalist gystem labor is not elad
with the attributes of hamanity; it is
simply merchandise. 1f your fingor is
in the fire what happens?

B. J--1t burns.

U. S.—And if yon leave it there it will
burn to nothing, eh?

= B. J.—Guess so.

U, S.~1Is it illogical to say that be-
cause your finger will burn to nothing
in a flame, therefore it is illogieal for
you to want to keep your whole finger?

B. J.—~No; that would not be illogical.

U. S.—No more is it illogical for the
working class, who, in the flame of capl-
talism will be consumed, to want to
pull out and keep whole,

B. J.—How?

U. S.—When the Socialist says that
just because the price of labor {8 bound
to decline, therefore the worker must
keep all he produces, it is just as saying
that just because under the capitalist
system labor s a merchandise, labor
must pull out or destroy the capitalist
system, cease to be a merchandise, and
hecoming human enjoy all that man is
entitled to. Is that gun spiked?

B. remains silent,

I'll vip you up from another side,

B. J.-—But one side will do.

U. 8.—No; when a fellow knows he
knows as little as you do on these things
and yet he will impertinently shoot off
his mouth he must be thoroughly
thrashed, So here goes. The worker
does some kind of work—Iin fact, he
does it all: so or not so?

B. J.—'TIs so0,

UNCLE SAN & BROTHER JONATHAN,

1. 8.—Having ripped you on that xide

U. S.—The capitalist class does no -

manner of work; so or not so?

B. J.-—'Tis so.

1. S.—1t follows that, even thoughae-
tually the services of the working
were hecoming less valuable, the work-
ing clags is. entitled to the whole of the
wealth, because the capitalist class now
renders no services whatever, and cop-
sequently it i wholly a valueless class
Now, go to bed, Jonathan,

THE UNKNOWN.

for THe PEOPLE by GRO, CHAM
BUCHANAN, Hewing, Minn |

[Written

An angel from out the far realm uf
heaven
Dropped down in an eventide
To slums where pale slaves were
—To lanes where the fates abide,

His shrouded form hid a radiance
That he fain had scattered wide,
And streets with illumination flooded
Where light had been aye denied.

This Presence of cach work-wearled

toiler
Asked what he did? Men said
They builded the frame of o great ré-
publie, Al
And the days of war were dead,

But no one knew or guessed, save the
angel,
That every hammer and loom

Was turning out war, and curse, 8nd

disaster,
I- that city of dreadful gloom.

So the Presence with light none w
Weunt forth to his home above, 4
Sad-hearted and sorrowful laid

ings : i
At God’s feet, the Lord of Love,

The season for “Soclalist splits™ 818

bloom. Periodically just about the!

when sickly-looking strawberries begin
to be huckstered about on the pusheart®
of the streets of New York, the metro-

politan press blossoms forth with i
counts of splits in the ranks of the 80

cialists. The sickly-looking strawberies
have appeared, and with them the fake
reports about Socialist splits. We are
now' informed by these reports ¥
4,000 Socialist tailors have pulled
There is one interesting feature !
these reports: the defections Srows
exact ratio with the party's 1ners
Five years ago, when we had here !
4,000 votes, the public was in
that several hundreds of So
“pulled out™; now that we ha
10,000 votes in the city alone, I8
fection” has risen to “4,000%
growth of the party may 3 URS
these “defections.”
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Labor's Political Parties in Massa-
o ¢hu:u-—mﬁucun Incidents.
WThe regular weekly mecting of the
Massachusetis. Democratic  Club was
held at the American Houge last night,
Rev. Herbert Casson of Lynn was the
incipal speaker of the occasion.

‘wHe advocated the organization of
wratic elabs in evers town and eity
1 State, and the principles of the
party ghonld e zet Torth in every local
e
" '(.\vns on foot 1o establish & Bryan
datly paper in New Hampshirve.  He
gald that svas hehingd the project and
ubtedly the paper will get“«ml s
first edition within six months,"—Bos-
ton Daily Advertiser, March 3d, 1867,

| wwhen the Demoeratic State Commit-

o tee met for organization some Weeks

Lioyd, one of the promingnt

arry
ago. H was made a

jabor leaders of the ciiy,

member of the committec-at-large, ar,

et of Mayor Qoiney.  James
'mhf.m:::x‘:n pesigned from the eommitiee
te allow Mr. Lloyd to be elected,  The
deal was carried through, as Hoston
membiers of the committee admitted a
the time, At the request of  Mayor
Quincy.” Boston Herald, Mareh 14,

BOSTON. March 22— A listory of the
many atkenipis 1o found a labhor party
in this State in the past tweniy-five
years would need many pages to pors
tray the works of the fakirs, adventur-

. eTH nmlltrmnk< who fastened themeeives
on those ‘moyements, and, wiiile they
Jasted, nged them in the interest of
either the Republican or lhrs. ))vum-
oratic party, and finally succeeeded in
wrecking them. 4

The adventurer and man of gab l‘m:,
remained only 1ong enough to make
sbummblng of a reputation as a spouter,
and attraet atiention sufficiently to him-
self to get 2 call o a place in the army
vietialled by the capitalist class; while
he talks much of morality, he is an ob-
goene bird, and his cackle cannot de-
cvive those  who have studied
SPeCies. ;

He lins never tarried long with the

1 c: his ¢ { bition and
labor party: his aknormal am
ilnlmn'ml vanity could not permit him

" to ride where the rinners of the sled
were | constantly  striking @ the bhare
ground, and with no prospect of reach-
ing the promised land quickly; he has
jnvariably, after a short stay, put @
string around his paper collar bhox and
glently stole into the camp of the en-
emy and fraternized with the men whom
he had been firing blank cartridges at.

In 1894, the individual whose name
appears in the first paragraph at the
head of this article as orgunizing the

woor Bryvan Democracy landed in this’

éuwn from the dominions of her Majesty
Queen Vietoria, and made a !ur.‘nim:
jump for the platform of the Socialist
Labor party, being the only one opcsx
night and day to receive wayfarers with
an honest appearance; he knocked and
was admitted. Soon after, with Morri-
son 1. Swift, alwaye an encmy of the
Socialist Labor Party, whom THE PEO-

: _PLE correctly called a “peripatetic re-

former with Anarchistle tendencies,”
opened the sluiceways of chin and gab.
sent up a few rockets and umlcr;ouk 10
muake a gpeech from the Governors
chair at the State House. Soon after
Swift folded his extra pair of woollen
socks and silently moved toward the
Pacific Ocean.

* Bquity Union House closed the shuat- -

ters, gathered together Swift's published
essays, and the folding chairs in the
frout room, which had now become his-
tories, for sach one had sustdined an
auditor while listening to the great man
who nightly read an essay durmg the
dreary winter of 1883 at Equity Union,
Mr. Casson joined the section in Boston,
and soon after went to Lynn, and quick-
Iy began to “wabble—"no one party
had all the truth:” “an all-embracing
party was needed.” Though then, as
now, a subject of Her Majesty, he indi-
cated that he felt it his mission to “unite
all the reform forces at the ballot box.'
And he carried on in such a way that
he finally exhausted the patience of the
party with his empty and populistic
talk and attempt to straddle, until he
wils at last expelled.

It is said by the advoeates of th!s
“New Democracy” which Mr. Casson is
helping to organize, that it is not the
sold,” but’a “new’ thing that they are
urging the people to vote  for.
forces of thig new or Bryan Democracy
east In this State 100,000 votes: the gold
Democrats 14.000: the former clected
fifty members of the Legislature, the
latter three, i

Let us follow these representatives of

_ the “New Democracy” as they ¢nter the
legislative halls on the first of January.
The McKinley Republicans held a ¢an-
eus and  nominated candidates  for
Speakers of the House and President
of the Senate, and the “New Democ-
raey” did not hold a cancus—did not
nominate eandidates,

John L. Bates was elected Speaker
without a dissenting voice, the Dryun
Democrats voting for the MeKinley Re-
mblican cauens nominee, Geo. R. Law-
rence, the Republican caueus nominee,
receiving 89 votes for president of the
Senate, every Senator voting but him-
self. Such an aet of the Bryan men has
more significance than the mere voting
for a man; such procedure in a legisla-
tive body by a political party is always
aken as an anpouncement that they lay

their arms before the battle be-
Bins; that they withdraw their opposi-
tion to the Government, and will cheer-
fully follow wheresaever the majority
mey lead, And this was the interpreta-
tion put upon the act of the Democratic
minority in the House by the Speaker
eléct, when he sald: 1 thank you for the
unanimity with which you have ex-
bressed your confidence—a unanimity
that has obliterated all factional and
party lines, and gives to me the assur-
ance that 1 shall have your united and
hatmonious support.”
The most remarkable thing about this

: deal batween the Bryanites or “New

and the MceKinleyites is

T that not & protest has come from any
uarter. ; ]

. The Bryan men in the Legislature
W the character of the men who have
Y lambk of the “New Democracy™ in
e Senator James B, Haves (Dem)),
Wton, in the Senate the other day,
apeaking on a Lill, sald he “eould
i his vote either way" satisfactor-

Casson announced that a move-

his

The,

fly to his constituents, whigh sent a
hroad grin around the Senate, o

 Mr. Casson may snceeed in forming
many Democratic clubs, and he may
succeed next year in electing 10 instead
of 50 members of the Legislatute, but it
will only more thoroughly eaphasize
“the fact that MeKinleyism and Bryan-
ism are two links in the same gaugage
~made from the same capitalist deg. The
Republicans have controlled tha Demo-
crats in the Legislature for (3¢ past
twenty-five vears: after electim they
have never made any pretence te be an
opposition party; theomembers of thnt
party could be relied upon in the Legis-
Liture to help the Republicans in any
dirty work they had, or keep quictwhile
the other side did it: and it mae no
difference whether they were Abbott,
Butler, Cleveland, Rugsell  or Bryan
Democrats, In 1879 they joined: with
the Republicans to a man in the Smate,
and, with the exception of Jag, H. Mel-
len and a very few others in the House,
puassed the biH to abolish annual elee-
tions: Lut the wrath of the woking
class, who saw their dearest rightg im-
perilied, was so great that the mangy
cirs were forced to turn tail, ear their
words and take a position against the
Jtaeasure, and after a contest lagding
twenty years, the proposition to alolish
annual elections went down it the st
clection by a vote of 161,000 to 115,00,

Josinh Quiney, the Mavor of Bodon,
whownsoneof the few Democratsthag ul-
ways voted for the biennial amendment
when a member of the House, and stood
by the scheme to the last,  is now the
sponsor of fakiv Harry Lloyd., He is
one of the voung scions of the aristoc-
racy, many of whon were told of some
yeurs o gointo the Democratic party
To hald the earth forever the same
And with chinand hoodle to keep
Still, as the fakirs and crooks held them,

the sheep.

When we remember that ‘every labor
party in this State was largely manned
by t0ols of the old piratical crafts who
run'them on the rocks, it is a great satis-
fuction to know that as the Socialist
craft swings out into the open sea, the
faint-hearted and untrustworthy are left
behind, THOMAS C. BROPHY.

TO ARTISTS WHO ARE
MEMBERS OF THE S. L. P.
OF THE UNITED STATES.

The National Executive Committee
of our party is desirous of having a
new charter designed for its use. It be-
lieves that this design can-be more ap-
propriately drawn by artists who are
members of the S. L. P. of the U. 8.
than by those who are not, as they are
more likely to possess clearer concep-
tions of the spirit and aims of Socialism,
“than are the others. It has, accordingly,
decided to invite all artist members
to participate in a competition for a
prize of $50, to be awarded by the un-
dersigned committee, for the best de-
sign submitted in accordance with the
following rules:

1. The design must be symbolical in
character and so conceived as.to em-
body the ideals of socialism, introduce
the party emblem, *The Arm and Ham-
mer,"” MOST PROMINENTLY, and in-
clude within its dimensions, the letter-
ing:

Charter of the Socialist Labor Party of
the United States of Amerieca.

To the Organizer......and Comrades
of.....County of......State of......
GREETING: Your ‘application has

been granted and your Section placed
on our roll as Section...... of our Party.
Secretary, National “Executlve Com-
mittee,

Dated at New York...... , 189

2, It must be 10 inches wide and 18
inches Jong, and drawn upon Bristol
board 14 inches wide and 22 inches long,
thus leaving a margin of 4 inches,

3. It must be execnted in black and
white (India Ink wash tints preferred),
£0 a8 to be suitable for reéproduction by
elther the lithographic, steel, or half-
tone photo-engraving process, AT A
MODERATE COST. ?

4. BEach design must be signed ON
THE OUTSIDE OF COVERING, by a
nom-de-plume by the respBetive com-
petitors, wiin the words “Charter Com-
petition” added. - -

5. All designs must be carefully
sealed and delivered to the undersigned
committee on or hefore MAY 1st, 1897,

6, On the 2d of MAY, 1897, or a few
days thereafter, the undersigned com-

signs received, aud award the prize to

the committee,

7. The committec will then.announce
its decision and request the winner to
give his name and address, and that of
the Branch or Section of which he is a
member. Should it be found that the
winner is not & member, the committee
will award the prize to the second best
design, and so on, until a winner who
is also a member is found.

8. The receipt of designs and the
award of prize will be announced in
THE PEOPLE and “Vorwaerts."”

9. The designs of unsuccessful com-
petitors will be returned to them upon
receipt of name and address, after!the
final awarding of prize.

In ¢onclusion, it is hoped tL>t the re-
sult of the competition will be a work
of art, which will fittingly express all
the aspirations, hopes and graddeurs
for which the S. L. P. of this country
and the socialists of the world are striv-
ing. 4

Address designs and all requests for
information to the chairman,

Yours fraternally,
LOUIS BAUER,
SIMON BERLIN,
GUSTAV ROSENBLATH,
ALFRED E. KIHN,
JUSTUS EBERT, Chairm.,
396 Butler st., Brooklyn, N. Y.,
“Committee on Charter and Awards.’
The Committee on  Charter and
Awards hereby acknowledges the re-
ceipt of drawing for charter design by
“PROLETARIAT” S. F. i
JUSTUS EBERT, Chairman,

N To Irish Comrades.
All the copies of the pamphlet “The

Felon,” received from Dublin from the
Irish Socialist Republican Party, have
been sold oint; and there only remain on
hand samples of the handsome green
due card of the Irish Socialist Republi-
can Party, which can be had at § cents

each from
Labor News Co., b

mittec will open aud inspect the de-’

the one receiving the majority vote of |

Rights of Irelund and the Faith of a

64 E. 4th strect, New York City.

 OPEN LETTERS

To the United States ‘Patriots”—No. 4
To the Business Man.
He Is o husy businesg man,
Fierey as a glndiator:
Whose fertile brain can hatch out schemes,
:l'llrl nl- aninenbator, '
ooent down wages, buy things cheap:
Then, Hke & radiator, i i !
Diatribute products, skoop in wains,
Frow poles auto cguator,

Dear Mr, Business Man:—The rapil
transformation thit has taken place in
the economie conditions of society dur-
ing recent years has developed a profuse
growth of economic fungus in the shape
of “hnginess men.” It is the great am-
bition of almost every goody-good Sun-
day gchool boy to ascend the social lad-
der and become rich by means of busi-
ness thrift, This means that he wears
his Sunday clothes all the time, and in-
stead of pursuing some useful handi-
craft, he follows some absolutely super-
fluons and exploiting method of obtain-
ing all he can through profit—i. e, mak-
ing something out of nothing. All kinds
of cateh-penny schemes have been in-
vented and are dubbed as respectable
businesses wherchy the would-be cap-
italist hypnotizes and fleeces the un-
thinking toilers.
from the two economic mon-

called  the -professions of
and “Theology,” the most cun-
ning schemes for robbing the people is
the pretense of “husiness”” 1t represents
gieh o tremendons ceonomic waste that
it I8 surprizing how the toilers have
been able to carry the burden so long,
The strain is enormous and the collapse
cannot be far distant,  OF course yon
may say that you are doing some legiti-
mate and necessary business such as a
retail dealer or small  manufacturer.
Well, it makes no difference, my dear
sir, yon are abont to be gohbled up by
the big trusts, or e forced down into the
ranks of the wage slaves, if not into the
army of tramps, . !

The middle class of society is not, un-
der existing economic conditions, a per-
miment fixture, and cannot possibly he-
come 0. You are strugeling most des-
perately to &ave yourself at the present
time.  But the methods you are employ-
ing are very shallow and transparent.
You are shouting “patriotism™ pretty
londly just now: but it is only for your
own benefit,  You feel the ground slip-
ping from under your feet, and along
about election ll’ll'll' You get up your
Goo-Goo clubs and yell for "lower tax-
es,” “municipal ownership™ of gas
works, water works, street railroads,
“reduction of big salaries,” and “turn
the rascals out.” You know that if you
can get all these it will be of some bene-
fit to you, because the toilers can live
chicaper, work for less wages, and you
can maintain your present rate of prof-
its. But all of these expediencies are of
abselutely no benefit to the toilers. As
the cost of living goes down, down also
zoes the wages in order to maintain
your profits.  Like the “dog and the
fleas,"” they are still turning the handle
while you lick the blood; and they. are
beginning to see throngh it, so that it is
only prolonging your agony. You can-
rot remain as the centre of society.
The centrifugal force of the crazy twirl
of unsystematic competition must plti-
mately fling you into the camp of the
eapitalist or that of the toiler. Your
business methods and business abjlity
are only fragile little soap bubbles in
our present tottering structure of psen-
do-competition, built on the sandy
foundations of “might is right,” the
biggest bank account wins, and the devil
takes the hindmost. This competition
isthe most striking characteristic of all
your business, and what does competi-
vour business, and what deoes competition
sive us? It drives millions of our peo-
ple into compulsory idleness, depriving

them of every means of respectuble self-

=upport, and makes them into tramps,
pagpers, lunaties, prostitutes and erim-
inals, It drives 93 per cent. of yon busi-
nes men into bankruptey and ruin; it
gives us bad roads, muddy streets, jerry-
bullt honses, unsanitary workshops, pol-
luted rivers, adulterated food. shoddy
clothing. low wages, high prices, pris-
ons, asylums, drunkenness, police and
milltary. It compels children who ought
to be at school, and delicate women,
whoought‘to be at homé, to drudge for
long hours in stinking sweat-shops and
factories, because they work cheaper
thimthe husbands and fathers who are
thereby deprived of an opportunity to
stppert them.

What more can you expect, or do yau
wint from your glittering glided Eng-
lish Bible and bullet system of hypoceri-
ticaleompetition? Think abont it, my
dear friend. and take the trouble to find
out where we got it from. how much it
is costing us, what blind idiots we are
for telerating it, and how we are going
to shake it off.

Kindly take the trouble to study up
Sociulism.  Don’t be afraid of the name,
it is not “loaded,” although many cap-
italistsand newspapers would have yvou
think that it is. It is alrendy deeply
rootedin the minds of the masses of the
people and the wheels of evolition are
revolviag more rapidly every day,

Social evolution advances in direct
proportion to the square of the time oc-
cupied, and Socialism is its next mile-
stone: the overthrow of your beautiful
profit-grabbing schemes is near at hand,
The great tree lgdrasil, which figura-
tively means the whole human family,
is aboutto blossom forth with the fruit
of true justice and brotherly love, and
the topgy-turvey methods of “doing
business® which you have so long been
accustome to, are going to be arranged
on scientific principles by the adoption
of Socinlism. PHILIP JACKSON.

Rochester, N. Y.

It certainly is an interesting fact that
the first shot fired upon Christian Greece
was fired by a gunboat of anti-Semitic
Austria,

The anth.Semitic party of Austria dis-
played greay strength at the recent elec-
tions. Whatever its internal composi-
tion—and that is of middle class Jews
and gentlles, slums and nobility all
jammed together—externally it wears
the mask of Christianity, It is a “Chris-
tian party,® and as such and for other
reasons it hns the backing of Govern-
ment, That such a Government should
be the firsttp fire on Greece in the pres-
ent troubleds an act of self-unmasking.

It has often Leen said that the best
ally of Soelalism is capitalism: the
capitalist clags wilt render valuable ald
to the causeof the Socialists Ly its own
Acts.  Ausida proves tue theory.

v

 LEVY AND MARX.

Elucidation of an Important Economic
Theory.

At different times strong exception
has been taken to Marx's reduction of
skilled labor to unskilled labor, quiie
regardless of the fact that the capitalist
performs the same act every time he
trgusacts a sale, Evervone who has per-
uséd the “Capital” must admit, I think,

that Marx is very exhaustive in any an- .

alysis he undertakes, Having once jaid
down that certaln economic phenomena
are reducible to law, he, when he comes
to deal with certain phases of their
manifestation, naturally does not deem
it necessary to stop and restate all his
previous arguments. If. of course, a
reader, either from lack of time or due
attention, fails to fully grasp those pri-
mary principtes, it can hardly be laid to
the door of Marx. 3

In a symposium on value, published
hy King & Son, and edited by J, H. Levy,
honorary secretary of the National Lib-
eral Club Political Circle, Mr. Levy goes
0 far as to say in reply to Belfort
Bax’'s presentation of value that Marx
“surrenders’ his whole position because
he incidentally introduces the skilled
and unskilled labor equation. = Says
Levy: “The doctrine is that the values
of merchandise vary directly as the
quantities of lubor necded for their pro-
duetion, and that these quantities are
measured by their duration in time,
But this i= po obviously inconsistent
with the commonest economic experi-
ence that Marx felt obliged to make
some atiempt at’ reconciliation,  And
how does he get over the diflienlty?
‘Skilled labor,” e savs, 'is but a power
of unskilled labor, or rather is but un-
skilled labor multiplied: so that a given
quantity of skilled labor corresponds
with a larger quantity of unskilled Jda-
bor.” In other words, if you allow him
to maultiply the different kinds of labor
hy their value coeflicient-—by the num-
bers which represent their effective efii-
cacy in the creation of value«—then he
will show yon that the values of the sev-
eral kinds of merchandise are directly
proportional to the gquantities of labor
required for their production! But this
is not a defenee of his position; it is a
surrender,  Moreover; how does he get
his multipliers? ‘The values of different
kinds of prodoctive Inbor are, as Mr.
Hyndman  admits,  incommensurable
save by compuarizon of the value of their
products.  Through these, therefore, he
must get his multipliers.”™

Mr. Levy then goes on to substantiate
a dual element in the substanee of value
whiell he designates “waiting.” The
new element puts one in mind of Senior's
exploded“‘abstinence” theory to account
for a bit of surplus-value on hehalf of
the capitalist, and of his “last-hour" of
the  productive working-day  without
which no gurplus value could be created.

But we are not much concerned with
Mr. Levy's new element of value, so will
leave him on_this subject after drawing
his attention to an ‘excerp of Marx on
the comparing of magnitudes, on page
17, namely, that “it is apt to be forgot-
ten that the magnitudes of different
things can be compared quantitatively
only when those magnitudes are ex-
pressed in terms of the same unit, It is
only as expressions of such & unit that
they are of the same denomination and
therefore commensurable,” Mr., Levy
may make up the substance of value
with - as manry elements as he pleases,
but he will experience some difficulty |1
think in making his value-equation in-
telligible, and especially so by an “ex-
tra” element of “waiting.”

Mr. Levy's concern anent the equation
of skilled labor to unskilled labor seems
to be the particular gaethod by which
Marx arrives at his “multiplier.” Well,
to that we say Marx has followed the
precedent set him by the price-form of
value, to which, we assume, Mr. Levy
would take no objection, Supposing Mr,
Levy to be logical, he should look with a
prejudiced eye upon the price-form of a
commodity, and should argue thus: “It
is all very well for you to say that one
commodity can be measured in  the
terms of another commodity, and then
calling it ‘*price,” but how do you get
your ‘multiplier'?  We assume, how-
ever, that Mr. Levy accepts the price-
form of value. It will be well, then, to
see how far the price-form will carry
us in the solution of Mr. Levy's {Jiffi-
culty. :

The explanation of one commodity
being measured in the terms of another
commodity is to be found in the devel-
oped relation of the relative and equiva-
lent forms of exchange. When two
commodity owners confront eafh other
with their commedities, they each ar-
rive at the value of their products by
comparing or measuring one Ly the
other. The one that is made to act as
a measure of the other, assumes the
equivalent form, the one that is mens-
ured assuming the relative. Now, the
commodity in the equivalent form al-
ways stands as possessing o certain
quantity of the substance of value—how’
much or little is immaterial for the pur-
pose of our argunment-—for, undeter-
mined though that amount be, that fact
'does not prevent its acting as a measure
of value to another commodity which
contains a like substance to itself. We
have an analogy concerning this as to
weight. If a pebble be picked up and
aceepted as possessing weight it will
enable you to bring your potatoes into
weight relation with it though yon do
not know the weight of the pebble, If
it will only tell you that the potatoes
have weight like itself, but does not go-
cially fix the quantity. the step from
that point to the next, the making of
the stone a recognized quantitative
measure with the name of 1 1b, is a
short one, Your ordinary standard lb.
weight has evolved from this aceidental
form. Practically the same thing hap-
pens with two commodities in the ex-
change value relation. Though you may
not know the exact value of one com-
modity, yet an exchange—by which
alone economic value can be expressed-—
tells you that it is worth another com-
modity which exchanges for it guanti-
tatively considered on the basis of the
suhstance of the value contained in the
two,

1f you wish to further objectively de-
monstrate the substance of value in the
commodities you must submit it to the
test of examination and experience like
any other product.

If it were said, “How do you know
that the weight of a pebble is equal to
half-a-dozen potatoes or an ordinary 1b.
weight?” we should say it could be de-
monstrated by measuring the downward
pressure of gravitative force, by means
of scales, which each bpdy exhibited.
If the specific gravity of a given pebble
and 1 1b. weight neutralize cach other,

then we can assume that they have the
same specific force and that they are
therefore equal to each other in weight.
The same with commodities. As can
be seen by the equivalent form of ex-
change-value, we have no exact quanti-
tative conception of the value of an'in-
dividual commodity by, which we meas-
tre another commodity. But an analy-
sis will demonstrate that there is the
same quantity of human social labor or
energy or force embodied in a given
commodity as in another, and we there-
fore say that they are equal to each
other in the value relation. By the aid
of a socially recognized Ib. weight, we
can’ relatively ascertain the weight of
any substance possessing weight. Iy
the weight of a socially recognized labor
product, like gold, possessing value, we
can measure the value of any other com-
modity, and by parallel reasoning we
can measure labor by unskilled labor,
as they are qgualitatively equal, and
therefore quantitatively comparable.
The capitalist makes no bother about

“reducing skilled fabor to the terms of

imskilled abor. And he does this by
means of the price-form,  Says the cap-
ftal’st, if an hour's labor of an architect
is worth two shillings, and that of a
Lailder’s laborer only sixpence, then it
is plain that the labor of the architect
is just worth four times that of the la-
borer. 1

“Yes, that may explain it from an ar-
ithmetical point of view.” says Levy:
“but how do you arrive at your value
unit-—~your multiplier?"”

The capitalist, upon whom Mr. Levy
easts no strictures for using the price-
form of value, arrives at his “multi-
pler” by a very short eut, and by one
which shoulld comménd itself to all Ri-
cardian economists like Mr. Levy, name-
Iy, cost of production,

It is a truism that commodities are
bought and sold on the market at their
cost of production, the eapitalist buying
labor-power similarly at its market
prigr. The cost of production of a la-
boreér is represented in the price for
which he sells his labor-power, and the
price of his labor-power is regulated hy
his standard of subsistence, and his
standard of subsistence arises out of
the customs, conventionalities and par-
ticular stage of civilization and intel-
lectnal activity of the society by which
hedis environed. If the laborer says that
to work he must have certain foods,
shelter and other things which he con-
siders social necessaries, and succeeds
in enforeing his demands from the cap-
italists, then the sum of those necessar-
ies is his cost of production, which,
translated into price, comes out at six-
pence per hour or more, according to the
social status of the workers. The same
argument applies to the architect and all
Kinds of labor. of whatever imaginable
deseription.  Here, then, in the cost of
production reduced to price we get our
multiplier, and the justification of Marx
adopting the price-form to  reduce
skilled labor to unskilled labor. Cost
of production is the basis which the
capitalist accepts and makes his work-
ing theory in his reduction of labor to
one common denominator.

The capitalist does not bother to get
Liehind cost of production of labor-
power. To the capitalist skilled and un-
skilled labor spells “high-priced” and
“low-priced” laubor, and, so far as he is
concerned, he is justified in assuming
ll;is from the exchange-value polnt of
view, ;

As cost of production,_expressed hy
price, is the exchunge-value starting
point of the capitalist, it will be well to
eritically examine what lies under this
particular phrase in relation to labor-
power.

The present class distinction between
the various kinds of high-priced and
low-priced labor have their origin in
physical force, aided by the mental
«~’l|:mu-toristlcs of cunning and supersti-
tion,

That an individualist society founded
on physical force tolerates certain in-
dividuals recelving for the expenditure
of their energles unequal quantities of
labor products or commodities, though
it disguises, does not hide the fact that
labor is the substance of value, or that
Iabor is weasurable by time,

Now, if society determines that a cer-
tain class of individuals shall have the
power to command more wealth than
others, independent of their labor ex-
penditure governed by time, all that the
capitalist can do (and, may 1 also add,
Marx as well) is to accept ‘and regard
the fact—from the exchange point of
view-—as If they were the real producers
of their own cost of production or power
over consumption, Such a fact, how-
ever, does not prevent us from recogniz-
ing that there are so many hundred or
thousand hours of labor embodied in the
cost of production of a highly-skilled
worker, which he, from an exchange-
value point of view, passes over into a
commodity. A man of skill may work
athirty-hour week and receive the value
of £30 for the same, but no one would
suppose that such a sum, representing
his cosgt of production or maintenance
and expressing his exchange-value,
would not represent and purchase more
than thirty hours of social labor. Such
a4 sum would purchase, at siapence per
hour, twelve hundred hours labor of un-
skilled labor. Diving behind cost of
production of labor-power we find then
that it is but another name for a given
quantity of laubor or multiplicity of en-
ergies measurable by time.  Because one
person under given economic conditions
has a greater power over consumption
and consumes more than he creates, and
and another has to prodnce more than
he consumes,are we to say that it is im-
possible to arrive at the actual number
of hours of labor embodied In the com-
modities which they consume? If a
skilled worker has consumed 12,000
hours of unskilled labor-in his cost of
production, or maintenance, and ex-
pends that in a week of 30 hours on a
given commodity, are we to say that
such a commodity in its last analysis
only represents 30 hours of human en-
ergy, or shall we say that it represents,
as it really does, 12,000 hours?

* Under such conditipns, then, is not
Marx justified, when dealing with
skilled and unskilled labor, In taking
the lowest denomination and showing
that one is but a multiple of the other,
and maintaining that simple labor,
measured by time is the substance of
exchange-value? .

Are we not justified in taking our il-
lustration of highly skilled and un-
skilled labor as demonstrating that the
amount of social labor in both is as 1,200
hours is to 30 hours? On the face ot it
only 60 hours of labor (30 skilled and 30
unskilled) have been expended). Under
the price-form of exchange the value of
the two represents £30 16s.—their cost
of production. Because the skilled la-

; #
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bor in this instance is the embodiment
of 1.200 hours of unskilled labor, and
passes it over into a commodity in 30
hours, are we to deny, as Mr. Levy
would have us deny, that such a com-
modity does not contain 1,200 hours of
social labor of the lowest denomination
as measured by the price-form on the
capitalist market.

Here. then, ‘in our lowest unit of labor,
namely, simpie labor, is our multiplier.
Here is our value-coeflicient! Here I8
cost of production laid bare and trans-
lated in a quantity of social labor meas-
urable by time-—by the hour-—fulfilting
all the conditions laid down by Bax and
Hyndman.

Labor governed by tinle is inherent
in the cost of production of commodities
though it cannot be directly and openly
expressed by means of exchange due to
the artificlal distinctions placed upon
labor by the capitalist system.

Under Social-Democracy, where all
artificial distinciions placed upon labor
to-day will be abylished, society will
recognize labor-time us the true and
only standard of value. Labor governed
by time will then directly measure the
value-relation of one labor-product to
another—and rightly so. For are not all
individuals products of soclety ard a
part of the corporate body ?

Unfortunately {here are many In the
Socialist movement who are undemo-
cratic enough to say that society should
roeward pne class of individuals Jiffer-
ently to another. if this differentiation
in labor means anything it means the
economic servitude of one class to an-
other, becanse no one in the absence of
such an anti-social desire would care for
extra wealth to consume himself when
he already hud sufficient for his legiti-
mate wants,

Man does not want to wear two hats
At onee or to eat two meals at one time.
He would therefore only desire to re-
ceive extra wealth that be might secure
the subjection of others. Under these
conditions such claims are to be con-
slderedas inimical to human well-being,
und accordingly should be condemned.

A. P. HAZELL in London “Justice,"

INDIA.

(Continnesd #=so"tge 1))

.

and of four infants. They are not so
much humaa beings as anatomical ex-
hibits. The skin cleaves to the bones,
reveals all the angles ns clearly as would
an X ray,

Another  photograph represents na
group of starvelings employed upon
public works, furnished by the local
Government, and pald with lttle bits of
bread. -

These few plctures say a good deal
more than extensive articles, .

E. Reclus says that hunger killed five
million people in India in 1868, and that
the famine of 1877 cost the lives of four
million people.

In Delhi, Lahore and Punjab rlots
have taken place; in numerous places
of the North and Center the population
looted the stores und plundered the
tralns loaded with corn.

When these events reached the ears of
the Government of the Viceroy of India,
it immediately took “tha most energetic
measures” against the “rioters.” Won-
derful administration of order! We may
from this gather the principlas that
gulde the British and all other cup{m-‘
ist Governments, .

The ‘rloters” having been ‘“sup~
pressed,” this Governwent found em-
ployment for a few thousand starvelings
too weak to do work!

The British Government must be fully
aware of the full gravity of the situa-
tion, and of the cause of the calamity.
It meets the one with little salves and
leaves untouched the other, e

The British ruling class s ‘gullty of
a crime against humanity.

i ZEO,

Hiram Lutz and Willlam H. Copeland,
two labor leaders, pure and simple lead-
ers, of the Philadelphia Union Traction
employes, have by this time learned that
to be too late is as bad as to be too
early.

They recently submitted to the Union
Traction Company an offer to sell out
the union men. Lutz demanded $15 a
week, Copeland $1,000 cash and $25 a
week. The company thereupon drew
them into a trap; it caused some of Iits
employees to be secreted In the office
where they could hear the bargain, and
in that way It uncovered the rascals,
“he furious rank and file were with dif-
culty restrained from lynching the
trajtors,

Lautz and Copeland could have got all
they now asked had they asked it two'
years ago. But two years ago thoy
thought they could get more, In the
shape of dues, from the rank and file by

Jleading them by"(he nose tied to the

pure and simple string.
succeeded; but not long. Nevertheless
they “pure-and-simpied” the unfortu-
nate rank and file long enough to de-
stroy their union-and leave them help-
less preys to thelr capitalist exploiters.
These exploiters now can do with the
men what they want, and, consequently,
they do no longer need the Lutz and
Copeland company of traltors to hel
them, d

The treatment received by these pure
and simple traitors of labor at the hand
of the capitalists aud of the men is the
treatment that awails every single labor
fakir in the land--and the day when
that treatment will be meted out s all
the nearer, thanks to the spread of new
Trade Unlonism,

For a time they

We have a treat in store for the peo-
ple. They could not yet fully enjoy M.
Hence we will simply foreshadow It at
this date.

A letter {rom the ignoramus and ine-
briate labor misleader, the fakir P, J.
McGuire, of the carpenters, addreased to
one of the carpenters’ locals, has been
placed in our hands. In this letter Mr.
McGuire gives his opinion upon the

composition and future of the Soclalist
Trade and Labor Alliance, '
‘Within the next five years we ahall re-
produce a full-size fac-simile of the let-
ter. It will be lovely reading by the -
light of events that are about to trans-
pire, and that will, by that time, have
fully transpired. We may also add a
photograph .of McGuire and his fellow
“cabinet officers” as the crew will then
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THE PEOPLE, SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 1897.

© Activity of Militant Bocialists Esat,

West, North and South. .

—
" National Executive.
Regular meeting held March 23, 1897

- Comrade Malkiel in the chair; absent,

Stahl, excused. 2
" Financial report for week ending
Mareh 20, 1897: Receipts, $12.05; -
penses, $36.22: defieit for week, $24.17.
| WHRREAS, The various Sections in
Syracusge have applied for & charter as
Section Onondaga County':
RESOLVED, That said application be
granted, and all former charters of said
varions component Secfions revaked.

WHEREAS, The various Sections in .

Chicago have applied for a charter as
tion Chicago:
s’fw‘ém.vm». That said application
te granted and all former charters of
‘waid component Sections revoked.
i CHAS, B, COPP, Rec, Secy.

Nutional Campaikn Fund.

Previonsly acknowlddged .. .. $2,067.35
Mareh 13- Section Indianapolis

-

o et N 2. L i 140

U Mareh  23--Section  Worcester fig
Son TARUGNe, 1565 ks i
Miureh 22+ Seetion = Bridgeport ;
on LASUNO 430 ol R
....... £2.070.08

Massachiusetts.

BOSTON, Mureh 19 The monthly
buginess meeting of the A, Section
will be held at 45 Blot street Monday
evening. April 4. Business of fwpor-
tanee will come before the meeting.

THE ORGANIZER.
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The seetdtary O Campaign Commit-
tee was instructed to write and look
after the necessary work.

Our  candidates  are; For
County, School Commissioner,
Sievers; for  Detroit  Mayor,
Meyer; for Police Justice,
Kricghofl. . e

The Mayor nominated by the Repub-
licans is ¢ “Pingree machine” man:
Pingree himself nominated, or rather,
proposed him in his address held he-
fore the convention.

Wayne
Henry
Meiks
William

Minneapolis,
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.. March 23—
The  Socialists of Minneapolis  cele-

brated the Paris Commune by holding a
Joint meeting of the four branches in
Labor Temple on Sunday evening,
March 21st. The hall was filled with an
enthusiastio andience. . Comrades Thos,
H. Lueas and Dr. A, Hirschfield were
the speakers. They gave the history of
the Commune, showed the errors of the
coipmnards, and pointed ont the les-
sons ta he learned.  The large hall re-
sounded with cheers when one of the
spenkers closed with the words: “The

¢ Commune is dead; long live the Com-

mune!™

' Six_hundred copies of THE PEOPLE
were distributed. . The Socialists’ blood
ran fast in their veins as they read of
the Austrian comrades’ wonderful sne-
cess. The report of the Lynn meeting
and the disgusting conduct of Gompers
gave “that tired feeling’ to the pure-
and-simplers liere, many of whom will,
from now on, be ardent new  trades
unionists, A dittle loaven leaveneth
the whole Inmp”

ORGANIZER.

New Jersey.

WEST HOBOKEN, - ‘TheSociilist Ta-
bor Party of West Hoboken placed a full
ticket in toe field. We think we will get
at least one comrade in office-~that is
Comrade Charics Beyer for Board of
Education in the Second Ward., We
have arranged several large meetings
1 this town,  Ouor nouinations are:

2 Conncilman-at-Large ~\Wm,  Kamps,

r. et

Assgessor— Ferdinand Ufert.

Councilman First Ward - Lonis Raper.

Bourd of Edueation,  First Ward-
Frederick Finke. °

Constable, First Ward - Louis Kamps.

Councilman,  Second  Ward-Henry
Terriger,

Board of Education, Second Ward--
Charles Beyer,

Councilman,
Hoppelson.

Board of Edueation, Third Ward -
Augnst Quensel,

Constable, Third Ward - Samuel Bros-
key, ' .

Third * Ward — Elisha

New York.

N. Y. CITY 18TH ASSEMBLY DIS-
TRICT.~The headgquarters have now
bheen removed more into the heart of the
Irish portion of the district, to 246 First
avenne, between Hth and 15th streets,
The Ass. Dis. will meet hereafier every
second and fourth Wednesday,  The
members who have heretofore been too
busy to attend the meetings regufurly
are urgently  requested 1o appear
promptly at the next meeting and re-
Important business awaits them.
JOHN KEAVENEY, Treasurer,

N. Y. CITY.-~Chas. H, Matchett will
speak at  Workingmen's  Bdueational
Cluly, 206 Eeast 86th street, on Sunday,
March 2%, at 3 P. M, Subject, “Aims of
Socialism.”  There will also be a moeet-
g at the same hour at the club rooms
of the Sociallst Liternry Society. 161
Monroe street.  lLectures will also be
delivered in the evening at 8 o'¢clock at

‘Btuyvesant Hall, 351 Bast 17th streot,

where B, Hughes will speak on “The La-
bor Movement”; at Hudson Building,
corner of 37th street and Sth avenue.,

 where the subject of “Machinery” will
. be taken up by T. Hickey. and also at

Webster Hall, corner of 140th street and
Srd. avenue, where R Paine will leeture

~on “Competition.” These mectings are

freé to all,

~ $50,000 FUND.

e R —

At the meeting of the Dally People
Committee, held Sunday, the 20th of
December, 1896, an important step was
taken from which, {f a daily Socialist

gpread enlightenment in the

inevitable and is impending; .

put through;

uncompromising;

safely launch such an undertaking;

geems indefinitely distant,

4,

WHEREAS, To make success certaln, the paper must be ! ) b
two consecutive campaigns, that is to say, must appear daily during ng
period of at least thirteen consecutive mont{xs, absolutely independent, firm a

Amount Pledged down %o March 17th, 18987,

6D

paper ig at all possible within a reason-
able time, the consummation will be
reached. The committee adopted the
following resolutions: 3

WHFEREAS, A daily PEOPLE has become an absolute necessity to coun-
teract the false and falsified “news” that the capitalist press sets afloat, and to
ranks of the working class upon the Labor Ques-
tion, and to prepare it to deal intelligently with the Social Revolution that is

WHEREAS, The urgency of such a weaponbor political and economic war-
fare in the English language against the plundering class of the capitallst is
felt ‘with increasing force, and the demand therefor becomes stronger by the

day;
: WHEREAS, The undertaking would result disastrously if not successfully

able to survive

WIIERBAS, The sum of not Iess than $50,000 in hand Je necessary to

WITEREAS, Despite the general sense of the necessity of a dally English
organ of labor, the collections for it haye hitherto been slight; and

WHEREAS, 1t is evident that, o long as the foundation of such a paper
the contributions will continue slight, yhlle, on
the contrary, if its fonndation ean appear prompt and definite it is likely that
ample funds could be promptly gathered; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That a call be issued to the stalwarts, friends and sympa-
thizers, to pledge themselves in the number of 5,000 to contribute each tho;
sum of $10, payable between the issuing of this call and the 1st day of Septem=

ber, 18975

RESOLVED, That, If by that date the sum of not less than 8{)0,000 s cash
in hands of the DAILY PEOPLE Committee, a DAILY PEOPLE be started

forthwith on October 1st, 1507,

RESOLVED, That this call be printed in the party press of all languages;
that subscription lists, headed with these resolutions, be issued to all the Sec-
tions and all applicants; and that the names of the subscribers, together with
the sum subgeribed by each and the insiallments in which the same is to be
paid, be promptly notified to the Committee for publication from week to week,

i Are there in the land 5,000 stalwarts | able battery of the Social Revolytion in

equal to the emergeney, ready Lo step up
and to mount that needed and redoubt-

America—a DAILY PEOPLE?

Dally People Committee,

184 Willlam St.,
N. Y, City,

J. Millington, N. Y
Jin s, I8th Ass Dist., N
Cil Sehilineter, Boston
Andirew MeRoglen. ..

Total this week.

W,

FUTTTN LR (R A
1

Been paid down to March 2l inel:

EE Comrades i arresrs are reqinestod to rendit ot onee,

I#®° Pledgers will pleass kaep in mind the dates on whieh their payruents fall doe, as IN:U_
printed st, aud vewit promptiy. 10 any error appears on the list, correct with equal prompt

THE DAILY PEOPLE COMMITTEE.
186 Willlamn St., N. Y.

ness, |
e —————————— -
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LONG ISLAND, Muarch 24--A 'new
Section  was - organized  awmong  the
French residents  of - Union’ Congee,

Woodhaven, Long Isiand, on Sume
Muarch 20th. First a mass meotipgs w

bheld, and was very well attended.  Sov-
eral local speakers dddressed the moeet-
ing, Officers of the Queens- County

Comrades were also on hand 1o render
any assistunce that might be needed
towards the success of the aecasion, and
geveral members of the township Com-
rades of Newtown were also present,
After the mass meeting the husiness of
organizing a Section was taken in hand,
with the result above stated.  Twelve
menmbers were taken up and the. See-
tien’s charter applicd for. STwo dele-
gates to the Queens County Commities
were  also elected, together with the
other officers required in a Section, and
at last, after having met: and - sur-
mounted 1 mreat  many diflicnities,
Queens County  Socialists have the
pleasure of knowing that their cfforns
have at Iast been successfol i a neigh-
Borhood where it at one time seenod
utterly impessible to form a Section
owing to the great power held over the
people of the villuge by the cesident
capitulists, The lormation of this Sec-
tion is looked upon as s grent victory
for Sociulism out. here, and shows the
harvd and stubborn fght the Comrades
of Queens are waging in the interest of
our cansge, In the town of Newtown o
full ticket has been put in the field for
spring election, and every Comride is
dajng s best 1o inerease onr vote as
much as possible, thereby showing once
aguin the uncompromising attitude of
all true Socialists to capitalist misrule
and capitalist oppression of the people.
i R. WOODRUFE,

Peansylvania

At a meeting of Section Philadelphia,
held at the Labor Lreeum on March
14, 1887, at 8 P, M., the action of the
American Branch in expelling Jules Ro-
sendale was coneurred in and the Secre-
tary was instructed to inform the Na-
tional Executive Committee of the ac-
tion taken, and to request the Nationul
Executive Committee to publish the
sare in the official organs. Comrades
H. Spencer and Victor were elected to
the Press Committee.  Comrade Heiland
wis clected a delegate to the United
German Trades. “Comrade  Miller, of
New York, was granted the floor. He
addressed the Section in reference to
the action of the jewish Comrades re-
garding their newspaper publications.
After o prolonged debate, the Jewish
Branch was instructed to withdraw
their endorsement of the lately created
Jewich Press Association.

PARLIAMENTS OF LABOR.

Socialist Trade & Labor Alliance.

- At the meeting of the General Execu-
tive | ‘W. L. Brower was chairman.

The General Council of Shoe Workers,
D. AL No. 7. reported that the shoe work-
ers had struck at the factory of Wm.
Lane, Brooklyn, for the purpose of en-
toreing the following demands: “1, The

firm shiall pay the same rate of wages
prevalent in other coneerns for the same
grade of work. 2. A copy of prices paid
in each department must he posted, so
that each employee will know the prices
he shail receives 3. The picee price to
be marked on all coupons, 4. All em-
plovees discharged ou or after Feb, 17
for belonging to the organization to bey
reinstuted, and that hereafter no dis-

{oerimination be made betweéen nunion and

non-union employees.”  These demands
and the strike were endorsed, and it was
reselved 1o urge all afiiliated bodies to
support the fight. It was announced
that Cammeyer, on fith avenne, was a
large cnstomer of Lane’s, and members
P. Murphy and Ernest Bohm were elect-
od a committee 1o present these facts to
Irfm. The same Do AL vreporied that B
Stevermann, of Rochester, acting as
dgent for a local union of the Interna-
tional Boot and Shoe Workers' Union,
1efused 1o recognize the card and trans-
fer card of a traveling member of a
Brooklyn Shoe Workers' Alliance, and
insisted upon the said member paying
another initiation fee.  The Alliance
shoe Workers have on eritical occasions
displayed their solidarity towards the
Int. B, and S, W., and have recognized
the cards of and accepted as members
all who have applied from the said Int,
B.oand 8. W, withont any exira pay,
The secretary was instructed to lay this
matter before Pres, J. F, Tobin of the
nt. Union.

Goodyear Turn and Welt Shoe Work-
ers vated for Boston as the place for the
next 8. T. and L. A, convention and
Monday, July 5, as the opening date,
The vote for a member to the G B, B.
was as follows: I, W. Wilson 19, L.
Fischer 2, M. Harkow 1, °

It was reported that a Local Alliance
would shortly be organized at Lynn,
Mass., and the secretary was instructed
1o take the necessar'y steps,

Member D, De Edon was elected n
committee to visit the Prog. Tailors®
Union No. 11,

The secretary was instructed to notify
the “Central Council of the Clothing
industry™ that the Knee-pants Makers
had been expelled and the charter re-
voked, <

A resolution of D. A, 2 United Heb.
Trades was endorsed and remitted to the
i\)’mional Executive Board of the 8, L.

An encouraging report from Daven-
port, Ia., showed th.t two Local Al-
liances woild soon be organized.

A report from <Buena Vista, Pa.,
showed that the fakirs were moving
heaven and earth to prevent the Mine
Workers from joining the S. T. and L.
AL but without suceess.

The joyous news was reported from
Philadelphia, Pz, that very soon a 1. A.
would he organized. ‘

Cigarmakers' Alliance of Chicago ap-
plied for a charter, and the same was
granted. i

A communication from Los Angeles,
Cal, announced that the Bricklayers'
Union resolved unanimously to Join the
8. T, and L. A, and the secretary was
instructed to forward the charter ap-
plication and other documents at once.

The next mecting will be held March
31, at 64 East 4th street,

D. A, No. 1,

(CENTHAL LABOI FEDERATION OF N. ¥.)

J. B, Clayton. delegate of the Silver
Workers' Prot. Associition, was chair-
man at last Sunday’s session of the N.
Y. Central Labor Federation (D. A. No.
1, 8. T. & L. A), and John Leehr, dele-
gate of the Ale & Porter Union No. 1,
was vice-chairman,

Credlentials ~ oft the  International
Pianomakers' Union for Delegate Liid-
wig were received, dnd he was seated.

A communication from the Brooklyn
Labor Lyceum appealing to unions to
hold their picnics and festivals at sald
place  was received. and the unions
urged to act accordingly.

The difference existing between the
Bohemian Butchers’ Union No. 1 and
the Boss Association was referred to
the Arbitration Committee for immedi-
ate action,

An appeal from a victimised worker
wias rend and action laid over to next

Sunday.
The committee which visited the
Women's Infant Cloakmakers’ Union

reported that a successful meeting was
held Jast Sunday. apd arrangements will
he made to soon hold a larger agitation
meeting.

Ale & Porter Union No. 1 reported
having held a largely attended special
general meeting in the morning, and
remitted  complimentary  tickets  for
their twelith annual ball at Wendeli's
Assembly Rooms, on Saturday. March
27.0 These were aceepted, and the dele-
gates urged to attend. This union
voted to hold the S, T, & 1. C. Conven-
tionton July Sth.

Indl. Bakers' Union Branch 1 requested
that unions should see to it that their
label is on all of the breadsiufls used
in these hewdgnarters, A committee of
the union will visit the unions and agi-
tite for the bel, The € L B resolved
1o arge all unions to suppert the Inde-
pendent Bakers label, ;

IBecentric Engineers No, 2 voted for
July 5 oas the date of the S. T. & L, Al
convention,

Upited Upholsterers’ U'nion voted for
Boston, Mass, as the place to hold the
convention of the S, T, & L., A.

German Waiters' Union No. 1 reported
having elected @ committee for the bail
of the Ale & Porter Union, and accepted
fifty tickets for the Commune Festival
of Scéetion New York S, L. P. The Ar-
bhitration Committee was instructed to
act on several cases,

Carl Sahm Club
Mass,, as the convention city.
Wilson  received the most
tember of  the  General
Board.

FEmpire City Lodge Machinists voted
for.July 5to be the convention date, and
elected o committee to attend the ball
of the Ale & Porter Union No. 1. Their
festival last Saturday was a success.

International  Pianomakers' Union
voted for F. W, Wilson as a4 member to
the General Executive Board and for
Boston and July 5 as place and date of
the S, T. & L. A. convention, The mass
meeting held at Morrisania last Saters
Uy was 1 sHecess, and many new men-
bers joined, -

United  Journeymen  Tailors® Union
reported that a general mecting will be
held on the first Wednesday in April.
Arrangements are being made for the
pienie tkis summer. A request of the
Boss Taildrs' Board of Trade to endorse
a bill peuding in Congress, which has
for its obifeet an inerensed tax on clesh
ing and gents furnishings, was tabled,

A commitiee of D. A, 49 represented
by . Murphy explained the reasons for
proposing to hold joint sessious of 1.
ACs Noo 1, 2 and 49 once a month. A
debate cnsued, but the matter was Jgid
aver for one week, >

The election of the balance of the
committees resulted as  follows: Sep-
geant-gt-arms, . Finkenstedt; Organi-
zation Committee, Hy, Zink, C, Amadi,
T, F. Rotziaff, ;. Miclenhausen, C. Hus-
sler: Arbitration  Committee,  Ernest
Bohim, T. F. Retzlaff, M. Sontheimer, .
Finkenstedt, H. Senne: Aunditing Com-
mittee, J. Denber, C, Baner, C. Arnadi,

voted for Boston
.. W,
votes for
Sxecntive

D. A. 49,

A special meeting was held on Fri-
duy, sMarch 18th, at the D, Al's head-
quarters, N Union Square, with  the
Master Workingman in the chair,

The D. M. \W.'s report was heard and
aceepted.  The D, W, Vs report took
the same conrse.

The D, R, S. was absent, attending
to the difficulty existing in 1., A. 63, and
wits therefore exensed, thie ex.-1). 8, act-
ing in his place.

The communication from the Ale &
Porters’ Unions inviting the delegates
to their annual offair was received and
all delegates requested to attend,

Do AL 1 (C, L. FY) letter in regard to |

the monthiy jeint meeting of the three
1L Als was received, and a committee
appointed to visit D, AL 1 to state the
object of such meetings.  The nogifica-
tion of the gencral secretary of £ T, &
L. A. to have all locals take 4 yote on
the place of convention was complied
with, and the . A, unanimously voted
for Boston as the place of the pext con-
“vention of the S. T. & L. A, and the
first Monday in July to be the date of
said convention. D, AL 4% also indorsed
the resolution of the General Executive
Board about pecognizing the Jewish
Abend-Blatt as the official organ of the
S. T, & 1. A., above notifications and
resolution with action of the D, A. to be
sent to allsl. ACS to take immedinte
action.  One new delegate was seated
from L. A. No. 1028,

L. A. 11, Tailors' Progressive Union,
reported business pretty brisk, gaining
in membership., They have voted for
Boston, Mass,, and the first Monday in
July as the<time and pluce of conven-
tion, 8. T, & 1. A.; will hold a special
meeting next Monday to organize cer-
tain shops,

1. A. 2801 Goodyear Turn Shoe
Workers, dre in great strife with certain
shops in the city and Brooklyn, the em-
ployers having so far reduced the wages.
that the men had decided to stand it no
longer, Prospects of winning these
strikes seem very favorahle,

1. A. 68, Pregressive Clothing Cut-
ters’ Union, reported voting for Boston
as the place of next convention. A com-
mittee has been appointed to make
necessary arrangements for the first an-
niversary of the Cutters’ Union, to be
held May 16th. The tickets of the
;\bond-l’lnlt Festival have been settled
or. {

L. A. 1028, Musical ‘Protective Alli-

ance, protested against certain music-
ians of the 1. A, afliating with any
other body than the 8. T, & L. A, as
they helieve it is contrary to the prin-
. ciples of the S, T, & L. A. Same pro-

. Y. PAINTERS

Meet fvery Month, 8 P, M., ut 138 and
140 East 57th Street.

(ThE paper will be mailed to every
mempr free of charge by order of the
orgagzation, and will contain all such
and information as are neces-

last meeting of the New York
'rs, held on March 22, had a fall
lance. Routine business was dis-
patded in the usual time. Communicd-

tiog took considerable time, among
theg being some which asked for a re-
had of past affairs, which had been

twi pronounced as criminal by the
hogt. and being couched in deceiving
lagguage, received some support, sup-
plapented by, a long debate, but were
fingly debarred from being brought be-
for the house,  Others, relating to in-
abfity to square dues asking time, were
gripted. . ;

fhe Visiting Commirtee reported the
cardition of our sick members, and one
acddent assistance ordered paid,

fhe Amalgamation Comnfittee re-
peted that all preparations for the
c@solidation were  about completed:
tpt the German Painters’ Union had
rduised to join by a majority vote of
aput 200 against 150 for consolidation:
w30 other minor matters, and ask for

o appropriation of $50 necessary to
lyr(m-l ATrangements, which wis
ganted. A sugrestion was made dur-

i@ the discussion that surplus funds,
#rer all debts paid, if o reasonabie
gnount, shonld he made over to one or
gore hospitals, as our members had a
pry dangerons work to perform, which
Pug experience had proven, and there-
IV oa certain advantage would accrue to
giem: that it might be aceeptable 1o the
sther unions, and sum up to sometling
fespectable, The Amalzamation Com-
mittee will thoronghly discuss the mat-
tor, and report the same as Soon 48 pos-
sible,

The business delegale gave the report
of his work during the previons week
how he foupd the labor fichd in its de-
tails, which was received. o the dis-
cussion following, many hints, especi
ally abont members leaving town amd
working incother places for ridiculous1y
small wiages, without fare and boavd, on
jobs done by New York firms, woere ven-
tilated: also instructions given to the
delegate covering special cases here,

A claim for strike assistance covering
two weeks was ruled out of order, hav-
ing been denied by the house last meet-
ing: snstained,

Four camndidates
membership, »

The menbers are again reminded that
next meeting will be the last one in the
quarter, and also the last one of the New
York Painters before the consolidation
takes place,

were admitted to
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test was sent to the General Executive
Board.

. A. 15362, Excelsior Labor Club, re-
ported very active in o agitation work;
during the last few wes SOMe mem-
bers have heen on a tour for the 50T, &
LA and have very encouraging re-
ports to make, stating that the eyes of
the workers are wing opencd very rap-
idly, and the doom of the fakirs is at
hand.

The shorworkers'of Brookivu are o
sivihineg, with goold prospects: s
members rapidly, Wil hold an affaie
Saturday, Marel 27th. i

The following 1. A8 were congpic-
nons, intheir absence, and shonld be
present ar future meetings of the Iy A

otherwise a committee wil b Sppointed
1o fid ont the C ool theds @ hsens
L. AL 84, Indeper Bakotrso N

Childron Jacketmnkers of Now
AL 158, Chilidren Jacketmakers of 1
Iyn: Lo AL 168, Childy
of Brownsville: 1. Al

1268, Vinited

Preszers’  Union,  aml o Hecenird
gineers’ Union.

The meetings of the 1., A, are held
from Jan, 1, 1887 every second  and
fourth Friday in the month, Al L. AJs

will please take notice.

Boston 8. T. & L. A.
BOSTOY. March 18.--The <
ular mecting of the Boston S, 9, W
was held March 16, Deleg: Schweit-
cer in the chair. Minutes of last mepi-
ing  wvead o and o approved.  Delegate
Wehner stated, ANSWEr to a  ques-

in

tion, that it wonld not bhe advisable to
Dele-

orgianize pantmakers at present.
gate Stammer asked for some s
ance in orgunizing the Painter

Decorators,  Commitiee on Organiza-
tion instructed to attend to this matter,
Communication from general secretary
read regarding timie and pluce for nest
convention,  The vate of the Alliance
was unanimons in favor of Beston on
August 2d. There was some discussion
s 1o the hall for the convention and the
accommodations  for  delegates, The
delegates present were instracted to in-
form their locals, sections or frivnds
that the Waiters' Progressive Union is
still in existence. amd that they would
be glad to handle any ball, suppers, pic-
nicg or other work that could be put in
their way. There was considerable dis-
senssion as to why the American and
Jewish Sections have not sent delega-
tons, The secretary was instructed to
write the above named Sections for a
definite answer as to why they have not
added their spoke to the wheel,  Dele-
gates will take notice that for the fitture
the Alliance will meet the first and third
Tuesday each month, at 8 p. m.
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Prog. Clothing Cutters and Trimmers...

At the lest meeting of the above
union the invitations from the Ale &
Porter Union to their affair of March
27th, as well as that from the Young
American Socialists for April 3d; was
received, and the members urged to at-
tend.  The General Exccutive Board's
resolution in regard to the Abend-Blatt
was indorsed, and the vota on the plice
of next convention of 8. T. & I.. A. re-
sulted in favor of Boston, Mass., for the
first Monday in July. The report of
delegates to D, A, 49 was received and
acted upon, The lengthy report of the
delegates to the Clothing Council raised
quite a discussion, upon which it was
decided that our delegates work under
the following instructions at the next
meeting of the council: ANl affillated
unions with said eouncil must be L. As
in good standing with and attached to
the 8. T. & L. A.; all said L. A.'s must
comply with resolutions sent by General
Excentive Board for approval, as de-
cided at the last convention of 8, T. & L.
AL onr delegates must oppoge all unions

wishing to join said council unless they
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WORKMEN"S

Furniture Fire Instrance,

Orunndzedd 1872 Mertnheralip 10000,
Principal Organization, New York and
Vicinity.

Orrce: 6t B Ath SE O OFFee tones, daliy,
exeept Sundays ol Holy diays, from 1 oy
wehwk 1M

Buascnes:  Yonkers, Troy,

Gloversyite, Ehoir, NOY,

Patersan, Newark, Elizabeth, South River
New Jorse

Boston. Hotyoke, Muss,

New Huven, Conn,

Latzern, Va,

"

Hinghumton,

Arbsiter Kranken- und Sterbe-Kasse
fr dia Ver, Sh_at_a_n von Amerika,

WORKMEN'S

Sick and Death Benefil Fund of the
United States of America,

The above soclety was founded In the year 18854
workingruen imbued with the spirt of solidsrity
soclalist thonght.  [ts numerieal strongth (at presest
compoved 0f 100 local branches with wore than
s uale uembers) (6 rapidly inersasiog Amoug
workingmen who believe In the principles of the
wodarn lhor movement.  Workingmen 1
and 45 years of age tuay be adinitied to mem!
fa any of the Lrapches, upon paymont of &
of S0 for the Bewt class and $3.00 for the second
clase.  Membors bolonging to the first class are sue
ttled 80 & slok benefit of $0.00 for 40 weoks and of
$1.50 tor another 40 wecks wether continuons or
with futerropion.  Members belonging to the
socond clas vecelves unuder the xamo clromnstanoss
and leugth of time $4.00 and £1.00 rospectivaly. A
burial benofit of $260.00 is granted for every mman
ber, and the wives and unmarried dauvghters of
members between I8 and 45 yoars of age way be 8-
mitted to the Lurial benefit upon paymeot of &
depoait for $1.00, Monthly taxes are levied secording
to expenditures. In cit'ss and towns where bV
branch exists, & now bLrnch can be formed by M -
workingmen o good health, sud men sdhering o
ihe above named principles are invited 10 do 0.

Address all commuuications to Hexay Hram,
Financial Becretary, 2547 $rd Ave., Eoow 83, New
York City.

e

BUREAU OF SOCIALIST LITERATORE,
G, &, Benham, rcont,
93 Twk Street, San Frandiseop, Cal

JUST PUNLISHED:

“Women," Anw Bebel's Literary Musterplest.
2% conts oocopy.

Karl Marx's Analysis of Monny, W

The Red Flag. i

Edmund  Saxon,

i .. 43, B, Bepkam.

Satiechist of Socialistn, T MagnireHarrh

nntn . Debate,™ Patgiotism and Socialism”
Stthe coples postprd, S oents 8 for 2 cents.

Sead your ordors, Spectal terus Tor larget

g ntities il to auents, EL

MORRIS HILLKOWITZ,

Attorney at Law,
192 Nussau Stroet, Room 6

DR. C. L. FURMAN,

DENTIST,
121 SHERMERHORN ST., BROOKLYN, N. Y,

BROOKLYN

LABOR LYGEUM,

949-555 Willoughby Av.
(Fornerly ol-43 Myrtle Street,}
Mecting Rooms,  Large Hadl tor Mass Moetss
Books apen for Balis amd Ple Nies,
Workmen ! Patronize Your Own Home!

JORN OEHLER'S - v

Printing.

‘87 Frankford Street 87
Cor. Pearl St.,
Frauklin Square 1. R, 1. Statios.

Onlers will be taken at 115 E. §th un-m.be';i
Avenue A and First Ave., New York City

—

L. Goldmapn's Printing Office,

cor. New Chambers and William Sts.

4t ype ting Mok

with
German and

English.

comply with said reqnests.
niversary Committee was straight,
with  an additional member. s
other internal business o!i‘ imlr:;‘ _
was transacted the meeting

journed. THE SECRETARY.
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