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T SPRIYOTE

* Mihtylncrease ot Socalt
Ay at our Polls.

 TWO SOCIALIST ALDERMEN
IN WISCONSIN.

CHEERS FROMWEST AND EAST

The Socialists of Rhode Island Double
Last Yeur's Vote—Muuicipal Contests
in Detroit, Mich., Cleveland and Day-
ton; 0., Chicago und East St. Louis,
I1l., Davenport, Town, and Towns in
Noew Jersey — Everywhere a Marked
Aceretion is Recorded to the Socialist
Forces,

This spring the party has tried con-
clusions with the capitalist foes in the
State election of Rhode Isiand, and in
municipal elections in several other
States.  The result everywhere 1s most
encouraging, 2

Ahe returns from 2

RIIODE ISLAND
are as follows:

PROVIDENCE, April 10,—The So-
cialist Inbor party of this State more
than tripled last Tuesday its vote of last
November, Last November  Matchert
polled 558 votes: this year one Guber-
natorial candidate, Franklin S, Burton,
polled 1,442 The following is the vote
by towns:
Barrington
Bristoli el el
Burrillyille .....
Cen. FaHs, ... ..
Charleston ..
Coventry: ..., ..
Cranston ...... he
Cumberland ., ... 00
E. Greenwich........
AR G ) A R %
o O Rt
Foster ..
Glonepsror: o s iR
Hopkinton oo dia L G
Jamestown ...
Johnston ........
1 T
TLGOmpron i
Middletown
Newport .....
N. Kingston ;...
N. Providence ..

Pawtucket |,
Portsmont
Providence |
Richmona ...
Seltuate ... ...

Smithfleld . .............. § 3
B Kingston .............. BT Eih b
Tiverton 2

SWapPeR e
Warwieh ........
Westerly .....,
W. Greenwich ..
Woonsocket ..

IN ILLINOIS
municipal Socialist tickets were set up
at Chleago and East St. Lonis.. In both
_tases the growth is perceptible.. In
Chicago the Comrades had to contend

that afe the unerring signs of popular
dissatisfaction, awd  that  needs but
Proper guidance to  cerystallize  into
#ffective revdiution. In East St. Louis
the effect was felt of the healthy work
now done across the river by the Com-
rades in St. Louis, who, themselves,
having Leen tricked ont of their place
on the ofticial ballot by the capitalist
politicians, as wus tried in Newark, N.
J., were virtually knocked out of the
fight despite the fact that they had col-
lected over 1.000 signatures for their
nomination lists. The below dispatches
glve detajls: i

CHICAGO, = April 12.—The crazy
muuicipal turnover of last Tuesday did
ot carry the Soclalists of- this city off

Ir feet; on the contrary, they came
out decidedly stronger than they did
i November; last Tuesday the Mayor-
i alty candidate, John Glembeck, polled
i :ﬁ votes; that Is to say, a larger vote
i our ticket got last
. Whole State,
‘The vate of our city candidates was
a8 follows: | i
i Popil:. ro:; City Clerk, 13844, '
d tz, for City Treasurer (incom-
Dlete), 1,425, :
Weaver, for City Aitorney (incom-

‘Besides this the ward candidates all

8gainst one of those insané stimpedes -

year over the

recelved a larger vote than was polled
for Socinlism last year,

EAST ST. LOUIS, April 7.—0ur vote
here yesterday was 30 for Mayor, and
inereased down the ticket as the offices
hecame less important, until it reached
2 for constable. Last year Matchett,
for President, polled 15 votes here, Our
vote may be taken as the pure stuff,
The A: P AL tried to bulldoze us, and
they threatened to wipe uns out this
year, but, instead, they haye been wiped
ont. They tried hard to do us wup, but
we got a good foothold anyhow,

From

T0WA,
Where a Socialist ticket was set up in
Davenport, this cheering news comes:

DAVENPORT. April' 10.—The So-
cialist. poil in this city has increased
gince last fall nearly 500 per cent. ' For
Matehett 110 votes were cast in Novem-
ber. At last Tuesday's clection our

ranged from 270 to over 500, This Is
the very largest vote we ever cast here,
There is still one ward to hear from.
Our vote & about 4 per cent. of the total
poll. Th's entitles the party to a place
on the official tiekrt as a regularly rec-
ognized party; it saves us the necessity
of collecting signatures for our ticket,
The #eturns justify the expectation of a
mighty vote next November,
Socialiste of the Bast we Western So-
cinlists send a hearty greeting from the
“hackwodids of the West." ;
Likewise from
T MICHIGAN
Good news is gent to the Comrades. The
party set up its munieipal ticket in
Detroit. It thus  stepped up boldly
against Potato Pateh Pingree's fake re-
form movement. As will appear from
the below telegram, our vote went up
and our agitation clarified the political
atmosnhoere;

DETROIT. April 7.—In the special
election far Mayvor in this city our can-
“didate, M. Meyer, received 377 votes,
against 208 cast for Kreighoff in 1895 for
game office. Pingree feels dumped, ]

Not less gladsome, amnd even more $o,
are the returns from

OHIO. _

CLEVELAND, 0., April 8.—Cleve-
land Comrades have made a good start
upward, Last fall 434 votes wgre cast
in this county. Yesterday 908 votes for
Larsen for Mayor were polled in this
city alone. The school ticket runs far
over
are greatly pleased at
crease, ‘the Populists, who fought a
“non-partisan  gilver campaign,” are
greatly depressed.  Although they had
the most popular man in their party up,
and were supported by prominent Dem-
Oerats - aRd
paper, they only polled 3100 votes.
They expected at least 5,000, and double
that amount was hoped for., It means
the ntter disintegration of Popnlism in
this town, Cleveland Socialists are full
of fight and al) right,

CINCINNATI, April 13.—We had here
a fine municipal vote: | ¢

For Mayor—I2. Jacohs, 250,

For Police Judge--Pandorf, 278.

For Police Clerk=-1lenry J. Pool, 303,

For Treasurer-—Emil Schulz, 263,

For Justice of the Peace—John Moll,
{11 SR i : ¥

DAYTON, O0.—The Socialist  Labor
party went this year into the muanicipal
fight, and came out three times as
strong as it did last November, We
polled last Tuesday 278 votez; last No-
vember we had 86,

Finally, from the municipal fields of

NEW JERSEY

their fine in-

ont:
PATERSON, April 14.—\We have held
our own despite the land slide,

ELIZABETH. April 14, —John P.
Weigel polls 116 votes; this is an in-
‘crease,

NEWARK, April 14,~0ur returns for
the elections held yesterday are still
very incomplete,  From partial returns
it Is certain that we have made progress,

Best of all is the news from

WISCONSIN.

SIHEBOYGAN, April 12.—We clected
our Alderman, Van Akeren, in the Sih
Ward by an overwhelming majority.
He polled 178 votes, against 89 for the
Republican, and '72 for the Democratic
candidate,

The rest of the ticket is as follows:

For Mayor—John G. Riedel, 211,

For Qity Clerk-—George Schnor, 1735,

For Treasurer--Gustay Bairow, 160,
For Comptroller—Charles Brickner,
151,

For Assessor—Paul Reuther, 184,

WAUSAU, Wis,, April 13.—Julius
Boblenz, a member of the Socialist
Labor party, was elected to-day to the
Board of Aldermen. There is no Section
of the S. L. P, in this city. DBut a few
Socialist workingmen n(fnlnnled Dob-
lenz, and he received more. votes than
either of his two adversaries.

Comrade Harry Carless' Tour in the

State. :
April 5
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For an Italian Paper.

All Comrades and sympathizers who
-realize the importance of upholding a
Socialist paper in the Italian language
in this country are requested to send
contributions and subscriptions to Com-
rade C. F. Garzone, 14 Varick place,
New York Citv. Send at least a nickel.
*Il' Proletario” needs assistance. To
discontinue its valuable work would be
«& serious setback to the movement

among the Itallan wage earners.

municipal ticket received a vote that

To the'’

a thousand. * While the Socialists *

s and_a. daily |

the following Socialist cheers are sent

THE ITALIAN ELECTION,

Increa'serbl Yotes and of Seats in the
Parliament.

In the Last Parliament the Socialists
held Nine Seats, in the Next One they
Will Hold Fifteen, With Possibly a
Few More, of Whom Two are Probable
—Two Years ago The Socialist Poll was
57,000 Strong this Year it is Over
98,000-The Italian Situation—Rising
Spirit of Socialism.

The result of last month’s general
election In Italy for members of Par-
lHament is now substantially in. It af-
fords the following comparisons.

At the lagt general election, held in
1895, the poll of the Italian Socialist
Labor party was 57.000; last month it
was 98.449—a net increase of over 41,000,
notwithstanding the arbitrary and
wholesale disfranchisements of work-
ingmen voters, ; .

In the last Parliament, 9 Socialist
delegates held seats. In the next Par-
lament there will be at least 15—a gain
of 6 seats, in the teeth of Premier Ru-
dinis pledge to the Italian bourgeosie
that not one single Socialist deputy
would be returned. -The below list
gives the names of the fifteen elected
comrades, together with the places:

Gregoriq Agnini (Mirandola),

Nicola Badaloni (Badia Polesine).

Agostino Berenini (Borgo S, Don-
nino). ¢

Alfredo Bertesi (Carpi).

Leonidh Bissolati (Pescarolo).

Andrea Costa (Budrio).

Errico De Marinis (Salerno).

Enrico Ferti (Gonzaga).

Girolamo Gattj (Ostiglia).

Oddino Morgari (Twiin 1D, *

Quirino Nofri (Turin IV).

Giuseppe Pescetti (Florence 111,

Camille Prampelini (Reggio Emilia).

Adeimo Sichel (Guastalla).

Filippo Torati (Milan V).

But the elections are not vet com-
pleted; in several places, supplementary
elections are to be held; in seven of
these the Socialist candidates are en-
titled to re-enter the lists. 1t is con-
fidently expected that two' of them--
Héctor Ciccotti, of the 5Hth District of
Milan, and Guido Podrecea, of Aibany
Laziale—will triumph; of the remaining
five, several have a -fighting chance.
\l\'h‘c-llu‘r any of the seven wins or not
their ageregate poll will raise the Soelal-
st \'ntf'n‘f?” haily .
sidering the savage manner in which
workingmen voters were stiicken off
registry, the present militant Socialist
male population of Italy may be estim-
ated at 300,000 at least-—an ominously
large figure for an organized vevalu-
tionary party, considering that the fotal
voting population of the Kingdom s not
quite 2,000,000, No wonder the Italian
alliance of Crown and Capital feels un-
eagy when it ponders that, already, ot
of every 6 male Italians of voting age
1 isa Socialist,

The Italinn working class merits the
plaudits of the class-conscious Ameri-
L can proletariat,

“CONTENTHENT.”

It is to be Created on the Ostrich Plan
of Hiding his Head.

DE SOTO, Kan., April 12.—In a cer-
fain portion of the region known as
“the wild and wooly west” there is an
organization  called - “Federation of
Women's Clubs.,” At a vecent session
of a local club, after the regular pro-
framme was run off, the State organ-
izer, who was present, ‘addressed the
ladies assembled somewhat as follows:

“There is a great deal of unrest in the
land. 1 gee it cropping ont in the sev-
eral loeal clubs 1 visit. Many fear and
predict that we are on the eve of start-
*ling  events—even revolutionary in
chardeter, But this will all wear away
48 business revives, The trouble with
most of these people is that they were
not properly brought up, If the prooer
spirit of CONTENTMENT were duly
induleated in the masses during child-
h.ood_ we should hear less about revolu-
tion, ete. In the meantime the most
importunt and patriotic service that
these women's clubs can render is to
cultivate a feeling of CONTENTMENT.
Don't agitate or countenance subjects
that lean that way. Now, one of the
nicest things you can oceupy your at-
tention with is getting up a series of
sociai  entertainments. For Instance,
you could cut a lot of nice pictures out
of your magazines and paste them on
cardboard, hang them around on the
walls, and, as your-guests come in, have
them guess what the pictures refer to;
or, let each wonian represent a book hy
fastening on her person pictures or
symbols suggestive of the title nf the
book chosen, which the others are to
2Ucss.” ete, ete. Half a dozen other
and similar devices for the intellectual,
moral and physical development of the
modern woman were suggested, and all
to the end that ‘a feeling of content-
ment be engendered, and the country
thus saved again. six months after the
patricts “saved” it, who last November
voted for “sound -honey and protec-
tion.” The conclusion of this advisory
address was that all the members of the
club should attend and (ake part in the
simmer State Chatauqua meeting,'“for
the church and the clubs.” she assured
them, “were going hand in hand in the
wg;k lol ch:;'rlty x;)ud patriotism.”

ruly, “whom the gods woul
thg" first ':nnkq blind." e des‘(roy
Now, what is the line of wor
reation of these Chatuaqua umtu?{)l{::;
Mythology, Sanscrit, Pali, Confucius
Zoroaster, anything, everything to tlll‘l;
atiention from the living vital issues of

the NOW. T. E. MILLER.

taly to about 100,000." Cant’

flivered by the “Rev.” Arthur IH. Allen,

THE BURDEN IRON .

Remarkable Testimony Furnished by
its Discharged Employes.

A Workinginan Inventor Robbed of his
Patent — The Invention Becomes a |
Moaus of Displacing Labor and Throw-
ing the other Workers into Poverty—
Ruthless Reductions of Wages—Em-

' ployes Taxed for Boss' Presents to his
Vanderbillion Bride — A Dastardly

» arson,

GLOVERSVILLE, N. Y.. April
&'pon my arrival in West Trox the fol-
Jowing foets, tending to produce a
Etallln& soil for the planting of the
gred of Socialism, were related (o me by
Moveral discharged employees of the
?un!on Iron Company. This company

as one of, if not the largest plants in
the country for making horse shoes, It
i8 located in that part of Troy known as
the “Iron Works.” The founder of the
firm, Herdry Burden, commenced early
in the fifties to manufacture horse
shoes with machines in a small factory
nt Woodside, THese machines, with a
few modifications and Iimprovements,
:(encling {o perfect the shoe, were in use
at the present plant until three years
ango. They had been gradually super-
seded by the “James A, Burden Patent
Borse Shoe Machine.” Althongli this
,erhfno hears the Burden name, it was
Invented by one Turner, a foreman of
‘machinists employed by the firm, and
who has since been discharged. - The
Bpew machine is now in general use, |
with the usual result, A conservative
estimate places the number of displaced

orkers at not less than 790, The wages

f those who have Leen kept at work
have been reduced congiderably, The
firm were pitiless in the discharge of its
old hands. Considerations of long ser-
yvice or humanity were absolutely lack-
ing. Men with large families, and who
had been in the employ of the firm 15 to
20 vears, were quietly told their services
were no longer required, and were thus
ruthlessly driven to swell the army of
unemployed. Any of the present em-
ployees wlio object to havipg their last
op of blood squeezed out of thewtare |
:{m-'l:%\‘?\uhl their gervices are no longer
needed,

Much of the grit and resistance was
taken out of theSe men some years ago
when, after a strike of eleven months,,
they were compelled to submit to . the

s#es” termes,  The  present  machine
s a successiul strike an impossi-

The men dare not even protest.

0.—

bility,
Their dependence is abjeet,

Prior to the introduction of this new
machine the firm was paying -what is
called fair wages, and on the whaole the
workers felt gaite satisfied, as the fol-
lowing will show.

When James A. Burden returned
from Europe some time ago, where he
had been luxuriating for a few months,
the workmen were invited, through
benevoient society, composed of em-
ployees, to take part in a demonstration
at his Woadside home in horor of his
-safe return. The juiciest of the cattle
responded  to the invitation. Mr.
Burden made a nice speech to them, in
the conrse of which he told them how
much he loved his workicgmen. He did
not say he loved them becanse he could
milk them well. O, no! Oa the con-
trary, he told them to beware of So-
cialism, He undoubtedly thought that
if they listened to the Socialisis they
might become aware of the faci that Mr.
Burden, like all eapitalists, looks upon
the wage workers as £o much cattle to
be milked, fleeced and skinned.,

Not long ago this mian’s son, James
A., Jr., married a Miss Sloane, of the
Vanderbilt' tribe of leeches. A supper
was given to the employees in honor of
4he possibility that he would beget some
more DBurden brats for them to feed,
clothe and house, The supper fell some-
what flat as the marriage had been pre-
ceded by two wage reductions, simply
as an extea token of the capitalist’s love
for labor. The men felt that they were
taxed to enable DBurden to make
presents to this bride.

I Furthermore, the employees were last
Thanksgiving Day treated to an elegant
sermon in a church of the locality, de-

pastor of the Woodside church, which is
supported and regularly attended by the
Burden family whenever they con-
descend to live there. This “Rev,."
whose, wages are $7 a day, who wears
the only plug hat in the locality, who
leaves his flock to the devil when he
takes his four weeks' summer vacation,
and who allows Burden's money to
canse a film to obscure his vision so that
he cannot read the text in the New
Testament. -“If any will not work,
‘neither shall he eat,” said that now the
country had been saved by the election
.of Major McKinley, it was time for
‘évervone te move from Grumbling
" street into Thanksgiving avenue, Well
said, thon faithful lickspittler, of thy
master Capital! But the Burden Iron
Company employees will not move from
Grumbling Street, neither will the rest
of our wage workers, because so long as
machinery is in the hands of the cap-
ftalist class it is used to degrade, bully
and starve the workers, and so canse
the residents of Grumbling street to in-
crease., Increase they must and will
until they vote for the S, . P. It is
only the success of that working class
political party that will increase the
residents of Thanksgiving avenue, be-
cause then science and invention will be
used to relicve man of physical toll
without making him a tramp and
pauper, :

Here is an ipstance of the power of
the “pure and simple” trades union:
Mr. Burden ordered one H. B, Thomas,
rontractor, keg manufacturer, to reduce
his men's wages from’$2:75 arday to
$1.50 so that the Burden Iron Company
may be supplied with cheaper kegs. The
workmen refused to accept the redune-
tion, and, backed by the International
Coopers’ Union, they stood firm, as ad-
vised by their leaders. Mr. Barden
promptly engaged a new contractor
with coopers from Allentown, Pa, Thus,
with one swing of the leg he kicked a
“pire and simple’ trades union bag and
baggage ont of existence. Although we
have no horses among the working
clazs, we kave a few asses, and maybe
we shall hear the fakirs' frantic appeal
.0 boyeott all scab goods, and especially
the “Burden Asses’ Shoes.” Mean-
while the Jate members of the busted
union are tramping the streets. Ex-
piating the crime of ignorantly fighting
the capitalist where he is strong, 1o
wit, in_the shop only, and with strike
only, and shaking hands with this same
capitalist when he is weal, to wit, on
Election Day.

Much more could be said of the ras-
cality of Troy's capitalists. Especially
in the collar and euff indnstry, which, if
time permits, T will write about next
week, H. CARLESS.

SOME MORE ON INDIA.

The Hypocrisy of the Capitalist Class
Everywhere.

While the Liberals and Radicals are
lashing themselves into a fine feigned
fury about Greece and Crete, all these
grand humanitarians are quite indiffer-
ent to the fate of millions of people
whom they are helping to starve to
death in India. What loathsome hypo-
crites they are, to be sure! And the
men of God, from Dr, Creighton up-
wards and downwards, are even more
contemptible. For, as week after week
passes, the condition of our Indian
fellow-subjects, left to the tender
merciey of the rollicking Lord George
Hamilton, goes from bad to worse.
Lord George, by the way, objects to
government by newspaper. I would,
indeed, he an abominable rule, guided,
a8 it always is, solely by cash interests,
But how about a Secrctary of State who
1akes £53,000 a year out of the starvelings
of India for denberately misrepresent-
ing the truth whenever he speaks in
public about them? Isn't that a worse
jorm of government and a greater in-
b v b2 Au 40 this-sham - Mansion, 4
House Fund charity, too. Let our
readers mark that the money is used to
BUY GOVERNMENT BILLS ON CAL-
CUTTA AND BOMBAY. This means
that the pititul £400,000 supscribed by
those who proposed to extort £17,-
a00,0¢0  for direct government pur-
poses out of India in this awful
famine year will actially reduce
the robbery to the sum of £16,-
G00,000! What do vou think of that for
meen pretence? It is worthy of those
who resort te every possible subterfuge
to keep back the truth from the-mass of
Englishmen. Wae say again, that the
millions who at this moment are being
done to death by starvation in India are
murdered by Lord George Hamilton
and the British government, as much as
it they were deliberately blown from
guns by Christian British troops. We
say more. 1f ever rebellion was justified
in history—that rebellion is justified in
India to-day. We tell the natives of
India plainly—and we are glad to sce
from their papers that they follow our
agitation closely—they have nothing
whatever to hope from the governing
classes or the House of Commons here.
They will be starved and murdered (o
the end if they rely upon England as
she is to-day. They must trust to them-
selves, and we will help them as far as
we possibly can.—London “Jus;lce."

The walls of a large New York restau-
rant, owned by a sanctimonious capital-
ist, are plastered over with quotations
from the Bible, besides some other
legends. ' <

One of the biblical quotations runs
thus: v

“Dlessed is the man that trusteth in
the Lord."”

And right below it is a ecard-hoard
bearing the following admonition:

“*Keep your eye on your hat and coat.”

Is not this capi.alist system truly a
breeder of hypocrisy, and its pillars
filthy Pharisees?

The report that Terrence V. Powderly
is to recelve from McKinley the ap
pointment of Commissioner of Immi-
gration in Maryland has caused some
astonishment. Those who are aston-
ished base their astonishment upon the
fact that Mr. Powderly is to-day thor-
oughly down in the iabor movement.
They ask, What good can Powderly now
do McKinley; he has no influence in the
labor movement; he no longer has any
body to deliver; what is there left in
him to buy?

This question is an insult to the cap-
italist class. With all its defects, that
class has some virtues. Among these is
the virtue of taking care of their played-
out lackeys, and not letting them die of
hunger outright. Mr. Powderly, if ap-
pointed, is not to be paid for what he
will do, but for what he has done.

It is upon that prospect that the
Gompers-Sovereign wing of the labor
fakirs are banking for an old age in
which drinks will not be too rare
visitors. i

MIDDLE CLASS FIGATS

Yaluable Pictare Drawn by Chicagd
Small Shopkeepers.

A Conference Hold by Small Retailers
to Draw up a Bill for the Legislature’
to Make the Depart.aent Stores an
Impossibility Breaks up by Going to
Smash Aguinst the Fact that the Small
Man aud the Big Man are Both
Branches of the Tree of Capital and
belong together.

Professional and magazine article
wriiers have betrayed a very dull scent
of late in not exploiting the wrangle
that is going on in Chicago among small
store keepers. These writers have been
mufling an A No. 1 opportunity for the
display of the usual flippantly eritical
articles they love.to write on the several
phases of the social question. In this
matter our professional pundits also
have been negligent,

The mammoth department stores of
Chicago have done more for civilization
than simply to demonstrate the econ-
omies that are possible under concen-
trated efforts, and thereby to bring the
social revolution one Step nearer. They
have also, though indirectly, furnished
an illustration of the oneness of class
interests,

Owing to the ravages made on the
small stores by the large department
stores, the latter sought to organize
against the “Monster.” To do that they
had to proceed upon the theory that
their interests and those of the *‘Mon-
ster” had nothing Iin common, This,
however, is a grave error of fact. The
middie class and the upper capitalist
class are hostile classes, true enough,
yet they are both shoots of one trunk,
the trunk of private ownership.  As
lhi‘_\' both are planted on that principle,
they are both capitalist classes, Two
important conclusions follow there-

from.

In the first place all organizations of
the middle class as such, against the
upper capitalist class are insane, belng
unscientific, and, therefore, can not be
perfected. This Is the point that was
excellently illustrated In the confer-
ences held by the Chicago small store

keepers, ok R
"'T%ee"s- started stating that they were

being ground down by the department
stores, and they agreed to draft a bill
that should prevent such stores from
being set up. The trouble then com-
menced. What are the features of the
tdepartment store? Large capital, for
one. Could a bill be drafted that should
forbid large capital from setting up a
store? Of course not; none but a lunatic
would propose such a thing; further-
more, not one of the small shopkeepers
at the conference but was himself anxf-
ous to set up a large store; and not one
of them but hoped that he would see
that day. Was he to legislate against
what he himse!f wished some day to
do and thus forestall himself? Surely
not. The “large capital” feature of the
department store was accordingly left
unassailed,

An other feature of the department
store is that it combines several lines:
it sells dry goods and vegetables, dairy
articles and hardware, stationery and
liquor. Could a bill be drawn up to
prevent this? The conference thought
s0 and shouted, yes, And then greater
trouble came. There is not ome
small store keeper who'counld get along
with a single line of goods as at one
time: some join groceries amd liquor,
others join cigars and stationery, others
Join stationery and dry goods; and so
forth and so on. The oneywhq sold
groceries and liqguor would undér no
circumstances want one of hie legs, so
to speak, to be knocked from under him
and insisted that these two are legiti-
mate lines; but the one who joined dry
goods and stationery had no interes:
that way and wanted that dry goods an
stationery be declared kindred lines.
On the other hand, the small shop
keeper who had mainly stationery, and
cigars only as a leader, objected furi-
ously against joining dry goods and
stationery, he felt that the other fellow

would draw his stationery customers

away with the dry goods. And so it
went on with the result that the con-
ference had to succumb to the law of
their class. Being an offshoot of capi-
talism, the- hand of each necessarily
had to be raised against all, and the
weapon of all being caplital the victory
must remain with capitalism. The ex-
perience of the small Chicago shop keep-
er's conference proves that the middle
class is not a cohesive 'class on which
can be built.

The sccond conclusion to be drawn s
that the middle class can no more be
looked to than the upper capitalist
class as a source of protection by the
proletariat. Throughout the conference
the only question was how to get the
larger share of the fleecings. It was a
combined fight of small property-hold-
ers and labor-skinners against the large
property-holders and against one an-
other. ¢

The working class alone stands upon
ground that logirally assails its oppres-
sors, it alone proceeds upon principles
that can hold it together and bring on
victory. .

Owing to the large demand there has

_been for the issues of THE PEOPLE

containing the “Lapses” articles, which

expose the knavery of the officers and

leaders of the International Cigar-
makers’ Union, and the numerous re-
quests that have come In for their re-
production, the two articles will be re-
published next week.

*
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It 1a hettor and a deal juster, see~
ing that we are all brothers. united
by the bonds of blood and of nature
that property should be shared
equally by all. If any one wishes
to appropriate overything to him=-
self, be tho sole owner and to ex~
olude his brothersofathirdoreven
= fourth of the wenith, such a man
is no longer a brother; he Is an in~
human tyrant, a oruel barbarian,
even a savage beast whose jaws are
always atretched todevourthe food
that belongs to all,

) St. Grogory of Nysse,

LET'S UNDERBTA!{D EACH OTHER,

From Lohn, Tex., we have received
the mllo‘_ﬂng communication, that de-
HOrVeS some attention.

“To the Editor of THE PEOPLE—
The following is a resohition which was
adopted at Lohn, Tex,, by the Lohkn
People’s Party Club:

“RESOLVED, That we, the Populist

Club of Lohn, Tex., send friendly groet- ¢

ings to the Socialist Labor party club
recently organized at San Antonio,
Tex. ' 3

*“The preceding Is sent to you for pub~
lieation in THE PEOPLE." 2

It is just because we appreciate the
good Intentions that breathe through
this resolutian, and through the act of
forwarding it here for pnblication, that
we deem the geeasion fit for a few plain
words. :

The political arena is not a ball room.
In a ball room one single couple would
feel lonesome. It I8 a feature of the
hall room that many couples whirl on
its floor Blmulum_cousl,v, and, what is
more, in pérfect accord. In the ball
room one common harmonious impulse
animates the dancers; collisions are not
looked for but carefully aveided; the
enjoyment of each is the certain
measure of the enjoyment of all,

~ 1tis just the reverse with the political
arena, and, when that {s not the case, it
is a certain sign of political stagnation
and corruption. In epochs of healthy
political life, a political party has a
mission to fulfill; something that is in
force is to be thrown out or upheld;
something that is not in foree is to be
established or resisted. At such periods
each political party—be it enlisted in
behalf of or against the things that be
--gays as clearly as is posgible: “None
other but myself is entitled to the field;
1 am in the field to overthrow all others;
the simple fact of my existence is a de~
nial of the right to live ol any other.,”
The political party that can contem-
plate with equanimity the existence of
an-adversary, and ean exchange Kisses
with it, Is not a party built on principle,

but a party built for pelitical log-roll- .
ing. All politieal parties of historic.

importance aim at the upholding of an
existing principle or at the extermina-

tion of such, and, with such extermina-

tion, at the establishment of a hew,

The days we are living in are the days
of strong political pulsmidus. Two
principles are contending for supremacy
-~The one, now in force, is the prin-

" clple of the private ownership of the
things man needs to work with; it is
the principle that to the robbers belong
the spolls; it i, in short, the principle
ofswage slavery that condemns the ma-
Jority to arduous toil and privation,
‘while a criminal few enjoy luxury in
idleness. This principle is the principle
of CAPITAL. The other principle is
that he who works may live, and he who
does not shall die the death; it is the
principle, consequently, that demands
the public ownership of the means of
production, without which robbery is
inevitable; it is the principle of 80-
,CIALISM. The two cannot live to-
gether. One or the other must bite the
dust.

In our own country, as in all other
so-called civilized countries. there 1s
only one party that stands squarely and
uncompromisingly upon the prine¢iple of
Soclalism, and that demands the un-
conditional surrender of CAPITAL.
All other parties either pointedly up-
hold capitalism or wander from the
question. There can be no love lost be-
tween the Socialist Labor party and
any other. At great critical epochs, he
who Is not right is wrong; there can be

" no “in between.”
' 1t {s one of the hardest things to-day
10 get two men who call themselves
Popellat-',to agree upon ' definition of
the torm or the aim of the thing. Recog-
nizing this, we wish to believe that the
Lohn, Tex., Populist Club has discov-
ered how mixed up the crowd is from

‘eiple for which it wishes to fight Is
straight out Soclalism, and that the
camp it shonld be in s the eamp of the
S. L. P. We wish, accordingly, to think
that the greetings it sends are but a
forerunner of its application for en-
rolment on the list of our party's or-
ganization, So interpreting its greet-
ings, we receive and give them publica-
tion. i

We repeat, these are not the piping
days of peace, nor is the issue that is up
one that allows of dalliance. It con-
cerns the lives of the men and women,
together with their children, who toil;
it concerns the existence of the nation;
It concerns the fate of civilization.

ALL FUN AND NO TROUBLE.

The capitalist clags is getting things
fixed in such a way that it may illustrate
Socialist principles more and maore
clearly, That ecertainly is a commend-
able spirit.

It first established its stock corpora-
tions whereby the Socialists could with-
out diflieulty prove that the capitalist
did no work. Defore a concern hecomes
a stock carporation the. fact that the
boss is an idler and parasite does not
strike the eye with sufficient force,
Some false appearances are preserved
that give a color to the false claim that
the boss does do some work in his fac-
tory. The stock corporation tears away
all faise appearances on this head. Even
a blind man can realize that a stock-
holder in a dozen different concérns
spread over as many different lines, and
who does not eyven know exactly where
these concerns are situated, is nothing
but.a parasite living on the wealth he
absorbs without working for. i

There still remained a claim set up by
professorial economists in behalf of the
capitalist. He had responsibilities, we
were told, The capitalist courts now
leave their professorial confréres in the
cold, and speak the capitalists free of
even responsibility,

The Courts of IHinois have just de-
cided tha't, where a passenger is injured
on a train his only redress is against
the employees, not the company.

Free from work, free from responsi-
bility, our capltalists stand now upon
the industrinl stage of the country and
plump and plain ask the people:

“Kindly tell us what carthly use there
is of us?"”

So say we, too, and propose to give

the answer in short order, equally
plump and plain. 'l

POLITICAL and ECONOMIC.

It is not for the purpose of crushing
still more than he now is that we pro-
.pose to pick up ex-Senator Peffer and
expose him once more to public view by
quoting from his paper the Topeka,
Kans,, “Advocate.” Our purpose is to
turn Peffer to the mast practical and
valuable use that can be made of him,
to wit, to illustrate through him the
utter unreliability of the spokesmen for
the middle class as Instruments for the
improvement of the condition of the
working class, i

No paper in the country ever was or.
continues to be more malignant towards
Populism than the New :York “Sun.”
In all the fierceness of our attacks
against Populism in general, and Peffer
in particular, our arguments were and
continue such as properly proceed from
a camp ‘that is conscious of the justice
of its cause, and conscquently, never
betray, as the upper capitalist adversa-
ries of Populism do, that viciousness
and malignity that proceed from and
are the unerring mark of conscious
rascality towards former accomplices.
No line on Populism ever appeared or
appears now in the “Sun’ but bears this
tell-tale earmark in a more marked
way then similar arguments do in other
upper capitalist papers, This notwith-
standing, the Topeka “Advocate” now
publishes an advertisement of the
“Sun."” i

But this is not all; this may even be
apologized for on the ground of “‘busi-
ness.” In addition to the advertisement,
the “Advocate” contains this editorial
puff on the “Sun':

“Charles A. Dana’s ‘Sun’ has a wide-
spread  reputation  for RELIABLE
NEWS. A line of ten words, printed in
every edition and every copy of the
paper, has for years and years pro-
claimed this characteristic feature of
the great jonrnal: ‘IF YOU SEE IT IN
THE SUN, 11"S 80" In another column
of the “‘Advocate” the reader will find
the ‘Suns’ card.”

These few lines tell a tale of the thick-
ness of volumes. The representatives
of the middle class are for sale, the up-
per capitalist class may purchase them
any time it wants. The seemingly re-
volutionary lxingunge held by  these
middle class spokesmen has for its sole
object to bluff the upper capitalists and
frighten them into a purchase; and, to
this end, and this end alone, the middle
class leaders are profuse in expressions
of love for the workers and promises of
relief. :

1f the symbol of the upper capitalist
class is the bloody fist of a ruffian, the

. symbol of the middle class politician is
a dirty dish’ clout.
~ From neither can the proletariat ex-
pect any thing but a tanning.

The Spokane, Wash., “Freemans La-

bor Journal” should promptly remove
" the motto that heads its first page:

~ "For the masses against the classes.”

more dangerously misleading than it
would geem’ at first blush,

Of course, the people who work are
the large majority, and those who loaf
are a frail minority; a majority may
well be designated as the masses, but
the word “classes” can hy no means be
applicable to a minority. If one chooses
to designate the overwhelming working
majority with the téerm ‘‘the Masses"
then the minority, must be designated
with the term ‘the Few.” The “Masses”
are no less a class than the “Few."” The
“Masges” are the proletarian or working
class; the “Few" are the bourgeoisie or
(~nvnhllsl clags,

To speak of the one as the “classes™
and the other as the “masses” is o nse
language that either ignores or denies
the sociologie fact that modern society
consists of three classes:

1. The capitalist—the robber and kdle
clazs; v
.2 The middle class—a clags that
would like to be idle and to roh as much
as the upper ¢lass, hut is kept from its
fdeal because it has not enongh capital,
and ig being rapidly expropriated; and

3, The proletariat or working clags—
the class that does all the mental and
munual work necded for proalm‘tlnn.ﬁ
thit produces all the wealth, but is
rolhed of its produets hecause it has
bern rolibed of the needed capital to
produce with,

The social question involves the class
stragele of these three elasses; the solun-
tion of the social question lies in the
victory of the working class, because its
progrom alone can wipe ont class rule
and exploitation,

lie \\‘hr; uses the term “masses against
vl J' ten to one,. is ignorant of the
existenee of the modern clasé struggle;
amld as a result of that, he wiil, ten to
one, fall into serious tactical errors,

The so¢ial question is a geientifie ques-
tian: accuracy of terminology is essen-
tial to success. »

The Cleveland, 0., “Citizen,” being
recently attacked by a Colorado paper
ns a Socialist paper, and, “therefore,”
as “an enemy of unionism,” answers
with this well aimed blow:

“Socinlists who are wage-workers are,
as a rule, identified with labor organ-
izatlons; generaily they are the most
active workers in the ranks, and their
loyalty to the labor cause cannot be
nonorably questioned. 1If a poll could
be taken of all the voters in this coun-
try, it would be found that the largest
per cent, of union men in’any party is
in the Socialist Labor party, No one
acquainted with the labor movement in
the United Statees ean safely dispute
that claim. and, therefore, Socialists
should not be maligned and discredited
by opponents who ought to be willing
to be fair and decent,

“TFurthermore, Socialists hold that
the Jabor unions are class-conscious or-
ganizations, nnd that they are formed
for the purpase of sceuring to the labor-
ing-class a greater portion of its pro-
duet. Dot the unions are handicapped
by the power of government contyolled.,
by the capitalist class, aside from the
fact that the workers are propertyless
and confronted by concentrated, consci-
ous and autocratic capitnlism upon the
economic fields, The digadvantage un-
der which labor is placed is enormous,
and for this reason the Socinlist says
the elass-conselous economic movement
must be accompanied by a class-consei-
ous politieal movement that will seize
the various branches of government ‘and
conduct them in the interest of the
working people.

“IFor this laudable ambition Socialists
are often denounced by the reactionary
and gomperesque conservatives as wild
theorists, dreamers, ete. But if they
were not ‘ignoramuses they would know
that in all history the radieals and pro-
gressists were likewise condemned and
reviled, and still great, growing prinei-
ples could not be crushed out, There-
fore, the Socialists, understanding the
historical aspect of society, allied with
the greatest altruistic movement that
has ever been given to'the world, hurl
back into the teeth of their detractors

the charge that they can see no good in

trade unionism, and declare further that
they will neither ask or give quarter to
capitalistic and political scabism even

though hell freezes over.”
‘ ;

The “Shoc & Leather Reporter,” or-
gan of the bosses in the shoe industry,
is greatly assisting us to show that the
bosses and the “pure and simple” labor
leaders are hand in glove, both working
to the common end of keeping down the
rank and file of the workers,

The Lynn Lasters' Union was having
its election for seeretary. Comrade Car-
ter ran on an outgpoken Socialist Trade
& Labor Alliance platform. In its issue
of last March 25th, the “Shoe & Leather
Reporter” took sides against Carter, It
said:

“It will be for the welfare of the city
of Lynn if this official (Comrade Car-

ter) is succeeded by a new man March

30, on which date it is expected that
the Lasters’ Union will elect a secretary
for another yvear. No walking delegate
ever in Lynn has created the same
amount of trouble as Carter. He is
very extreme in his opinions and is a
pronounced Socialist.” :

The Lynn Lasters' Union did not take
the bosses’ hint, and on the 20th of
March clected Comrade Carter. In the
sorrow of its heart, and feeling the New
Trade Unionist slap in Its face, the
“Shoe & Leather Reporter” gpeaks of
Carter's victory in this wise:

“Secretary Carter, of the Lasters’
Union, was re-elected to that position
the past week, after a very close con-
test, defeating his nearest competitor
by.only thirteen votes. Had the two
forces against Carter combined he would
have been defeated.” it

There are still more weepful items in
the ink-stand of the “Shoe & Leather
Reporter.” -

The receipt of a sample copy of this
paper is an invitation to subscribe,

Standing Armies and Their Economic
Relation to the Working Class.

As o Greenbacker and subsequent
Populist, I could in those days find no
language sufficiently strong Lo express
my detestation of standing armies in
general, not only from dn altruistic but
also from an economic standpoint, Of
late, however, while I still despise the
spirit that prompts the organization and
maintainance of standing armies, also
the demoralizing effect of the war-like
gpirit they engender, I have come to the
conclusion that, from an economic
standpoint, the burdens of the proleta-
rian class are not increased by the
standing armies of the world, especially
in countries whose industrial system is
under the influence and control of the
capitalist ¢lass. My change of opinion
arises from the fact that, as a member
of the organizations above mentioned, 1
viewed the industrial question through
middle class spectacles, while now, as
a Socialist, 1 view it through the spee-
tacles of the proletarian class interests,

As a member of theze middle clags or-
ganizations, 1 judged all questions from
the effect they had or might have on
‘thiz partienlar ¢lass, To me; at that
time, this class constituted the bulwark
of society; indeed, it constituted society
jtself,  The universe centered in it, and
revolved around it To me it then
seemed that whatever affected the in-
torest of this elass either favorably or
unfavarably, affeeted the whole human
family? favorably or unfavorably—ex-
cepring the plutocratie class, these hav-
ing by their greed separated themselves
from htmanity, at least so it seemed to
at that time,
. As a result of this system of thought,
[ believed that whatever increased the
taxes of the people—and, by the
“peaple.” T meant the middle class—
without giving in return a just equiva-
lent, was a detriment and injury to the
whole people,  As standing armies in
times of peace did thiz very thing, 1
therefore argued they must of necessity
be an injury to the whole people, In
fact every dollar expended for such pur-
pose scemed to me pure robhery, no
other term so fittingly deseribed my
feeling. ~

1 contended that, weré thesstanding
armies of the world to disband, the men,
who were being drilled and tanght, at
the expénse of the tax-payers, to kill
and slaughter each other, would theu,
under the regime of peace, become nse-
ful members of society, in fact, would
be transferred from the anmies ol de-
struction into the armies of construc-
tion, and as a result peace and plenty
wonkl teign supreme, It did not ocenr
10 me then that already there were mil-
lions of men and women outside of
these armies of destruction who were
anxions and willing to enlist into the
army ol construction on most any terms
that would guarantee to them a mere
subsistence, and ghat sign boards were
then sticking #p ®1l over the laggd, and
all over the world, heralding the fact
to all seekers after usefull employment
that no more recrnits were needed, 1
never thought, were the armics of de-
struction to disband, but what there
would Le ample opportunity for the men
composing these armies, to join the ar-
mies of construction, until [ hecame a

SSecialist, and then it was somotime he-

fore I came to see that from an economic
standpoint the armics of the world, no
matter what their effect upon  the
middle class, did not tend to inereas
the burdens of the proletarian cliss.

SA question by a boy. a short time
since, as to the econc.nic ¢ffipet of the
standing army of Germany upon the
laboring people of ‘that country, first
caused me to view these armies from a
different standpoint. The following
the conclusions I came to in regard to
the economic relation these armies hear
to the laboring class of all countries
under the capitalist system:

Labor, being a merchandise under the
capitalist or wage system, is subject to
theé same law of supply and demand, as
are ail other merchandise under this
system,  Under the. operation of this
law, whenever the supply of any mer-
chandise exceeds the demand for it, the
price of that particular merchandise
tends to fall.  As a result of the intro-
duetion of labor-saving machinery, the
merchandise labor power has been for
years, is at present, and must continue
to be in the future—so long as the wage
system  lasts—a drug on the market,
Henee its selling price is and has been
tending to the bare cost of producing
it, namely: a sum that will purchase
for the laborer a mere subsistance and
at the same time enable him to bring
into existence and rear another wage
slave to take his place, when he has be-
come unfit to meet the exacting demands
of his employer, the capitalist,

The milliong of idle men and women
to-day—-in this and all other capitalistic
countries—prove that there are not
enough jobs to go around and furnishes
conclusive evidence that, were the
standing armies of the world to disband
to-morrow, these men would be simply
20 many new competitors for the situa-
tions of those who now have employ-
ment. It is a fact that the labor ques-
tion proper in this country entered upon
its present acute stage with the dis-
banding of the Federal armies in 1866,
All civilized countries have reached
that stage in their development where
the dominant or capitalist class are un-
able—no  matter how philanthropic
their intentions—to furnish employment
to the whole proletarian class outside
the standing armies, to 'say nothing
about those belonging to it, were these
too suddenly thrown on the labor mar-
ket of the world. !

The standing armies and navies be-
long to the same great class as do the
police, the executives, the legal fratern-
ity, and the household domestics, name-
I¥, to the servant class, all of which live
as so many parasites of their patron, the
capitalist class, which in turn filches all
from labor. g

This servant class is to the capitalist
class n necessary evil that they would
gladly dispense with, if they could.
Were it possible for them to rid them-
selves of the burdens of these lackies,
the capitalist, not the laboring class,
would derive the benefit, This servant
class;-48 50 many parasites upon the
capitalist class—are co-consumers of
the surplus wealth that the capitalists
have already fleeced from labor, and
1hus aid in keeping down the too rapid
Aceumulation of labor's products, and

severity of the “erisis plethorique,” or
modern intlustrial panics, and thereby
tend to give to those who have work
more congtant employment.  Were it
possible for the capitalist class to sub-
stitute machinery for this servant class,
as a whole, they would still continue to
exploit from productive lalor all the
wealth produced by it over and above
a bare subsistance, and if possible—on
account of the Increased competition en-
gendered by two or three million men
thus heing thrown onto the Iahor mar-
ket of the world—1he exploitation would
he more severe than at present.

While the police of aH capitalist coun-
tries are -but so many watch-dogs to
keep the capitalists from rebbing each
othery, and. the proletarian clags from
compelling the capitalist class to dis-
gorge their €tolen treasure, the stand-
ing armies of the world are hut enlarged
editions of this same breed of animals,
kept and petted by the paid agents of
capitalism, to wit, the governments of
the world, to prevent the capitalists of
one country from being robbed and
flecced by thoee of all other countries:
and the navies of the world are simply
huge constabularies for the purpose of
collecting foreign debts,

So long as Labor is to be robbed it is
immaterial to the proletarian elass who
has the praches and cream that is garn-
ered by their toil; and could the com-
rades of this country be as suecessful in
their propaganda among the military
forces, as have they been in Belgium,

France and Germany-—where it is said, -]

a large percentage of the armies are
thoroughly inoenlated with Socialism-—
I am not o certain, but what it might
strengthen our cause in this country,
and at the same time He the means of
relieving much destitution amd misery,
could at leas® one million of the unem-
ployed be transferved to the Unitod
States regular army, amd in this way
compel capitalism to support in idle-
ness ont of its stolen freasure those that
the system, which it maintaing, is un-
able to furnish useful employment to.

I offer this suggestion® to the labor
fakirs as a substitute for their anti-
emigration laws,

H. S. ALEY, M. D.
Lincoln, Neb.

Captain H. W. Reed, of Georgia, not
many months ago an enthusinstic mem-
ber of the Pop, Dryan National Commit-
tee, has abandoned the noble intention
of “emancipating the people,” and has
become o gold bug. Whenee this trans-
formation? Let those who deny the
Socialist principle that a capitalist's
political views are the exhalations of his
pockets listen to Captain Reed him-
self. He says:

“I have gone into gold mining, Tt is
now the money metal of the world, and

rasg n business man 1 refuse to shat my

oyes to facts, I have found in Mexico
ore which runs to,the fabulous value of
forty-five ounces to the ton, or $H0.
Labor there is only 62 cents a day jn
cican money. This gives a saving of
$2.50 a day on that score over mining
in the United States,  Timber is cheap
and water ig abundant; I intend to re-
turn to Mexico next month and deyvelop
my business there,"

Here we have a man, who, in veritable
Yaroxysms of indignation at the small-
ness of the wages of the poor working
elass, called upon the workers to vote
for Bryan, now licking his chops at the
cheapness of Iabor in Mexico, and ready
to grow wealthy by fleeeing the poorly
pald workers.

The cirenlar which the ecapitalists
are sending to Congress against the
Supreme Court decision on the Trans-

Missouri case has pa woin it that
deserve to be memorized,  We are in
full accord with the principle 4hat they
ntter, and, memaorizing them, we shall
hWlive oceasion to apply those prineciples
at a time when this very gentry will be
howling about the “sanctity  of the
courts,” as a means (o blafl the Amer-
ican proletariat and frighten it against
enforeing its rights, Some of the pas-
sages run thus:

“If & jury in an important case can-
not render a decision on the evidence
submitted, the judge presiding sends
them out for further consideration, aml
the minority are apt to be designated
as obstinate jurors, even though they
are acting as their conscience dictates,
It wounld seem that the interests of the
owners of one-fifth of the wealth of the
nited States onght to have the privil-
ege of sending the highest jury in our
land out again for further deliberation
when 2 question of great moment 1s de-
c¢ided by a vote which is almost a tie,
and when the gquestion is one based
purely on points of law."

At the time whon the proletariat will
be applying the prineiple set forth in
this passage they will, however, not
speak for the “ownérs of one-fifth of the
Wealth of the United States” but for
the “producers of five-fifths - of the
wealth of the United States.”

SWEET McKINLEY

OR
The Labor Yakir's Appeal.

Air: "SWEET MARix.”
[Written for THE PEOPLE by T. A, HICKEY,
irooklyu,
I've a secret in my heart,
Sweet MeKinley,
That I desire to impart
All to thee!
'Tis about the S. T. & .. A.;
We are having the devil to pay,
S0 no dues are coming our way,
Sweet McKinley.

Many salt tears I have shed,
Sweet McKinley,

For the “Phillips’ Bill"” is dead,
Don't you see?

A grave danger for me does lurk,

That makes me angry as a Turk:

'Tis that I'll have to go to work,
Sweet McKinley,

‘When I take your hand in mine,
- Sweet McKinley,
Thoughts of boodle most divine
Float over me,
In the past my class T sold
For your shining, yellow gold;
Now I'm out in the cold,
Sweet McKinley.

As you sit in the White House chair,
Sweet McKinley,

Kindly listen to the prayer
Of poor little me:

« I'm as humble as a Quaker,
Of any job I'll be a taker:
Oh! pity the Lator Fakir,

¢ Sweet McKinley, ¢

UNCLE SAN & BROTHER JOAWI/M% |
Drother Jonathan—I'd like to khow a
|

upon what prineciple  Socialists elaim
that the working class should have all
the wealth, and the capitalist class

Uncle  Sam—Upon  the. very simple
principle thot the working class does gl |
the work of production- and the cap-
italist does none,

B. J.—Go away!

U. S.—Whither? b L
B. J--I don’t care whither in p;u.i}?v

ticular. That's not s0!
U, S.—~What's not go?
That

the capitalists do net

U. S.—1If you know of any who do.‘
let me know. . :

B J.—Did you ever of Jay
Gould?
~—Yes,

B. J.-~Did you ever read his hiogs
raphy?

U, S.—~Several of them, and they
prove my statement,

B JYou must have been asleep
while reading them; or you must have
read very imperieet ones.

U, S.—Neither. B
B. J-—Why, I remember distinctly
that it is recorded in the one I read
that he used to work regularly 16 hours

a day,

U. S, puts his hands to his hips and
roars.
n. J—What are yon roaring abont?

UL S.—At yoaur blunder. 1 now sea '
the funny ervor that you have fallen in. [i"

1. J.—What error?

U, S—=Yon are getting mixed up on
the word *“‘work. See here, . Does a
pickpocket “work,” or does he not 2

B, J.—Guess he does, .

U. S.—Does a pirate “work,” or doea
he not?

B. J.—Guess he does,

UL S.—=Does a forger “work,” or does
he not?

B, J~I guess, he, too, works.

U, S.—Now, don’t you yet see the
difference between “work™ and “work™?

15 J, puekers his eyelids as if o flood
of light is pouring into his eyes,

U, S.—All exertion may bhe termed
But there are twa sorts of ex-

hear

“work
ertions!

One gort is productive of benefits o
soviety: it either directly enriches its
store of wealth or of knowledge, or it
does so indirectly. This sort of exertion
is the work done by the working class,

Anoiher sort of exertion is productive
of nothing, at least of nothing that is®
good, and may be produetive of much
that is bad, Not an additional blade of
grass, or an additional shoe string, not
one  particle of the material  wealth
neaded by man is brought forth by the
exertion of the pirate, the forger, the
pickpocket or any other criminal, nar
does their exertion bring forth one bit
of useful knowledge, The exertion of
all such peaple does only this: it trans-
fers 1o their own pockets the wealth
created by the preductive work  of
others,  This sort of exertion s the
work of the capitalist c¢lass,

. J—Well, that throws o new light
upon the question.

. S.-~The capitalist elass does not do
any useful wotk. It gchemes, indalges
in tricks by which it transfers from the
hands of the working class the wealth
that these  produce, and its several
members  endgel  their brains  and
“work”™ 16 or more hours a day upon:
framdulent devices to cheat one another,
This sort of work, so far from heing en-
titled to any rewnard, g entitled only to
severe punishment. That's why we So-
cialists say that the capitalists are en-
titled to nothing except to. bolts and
bars,

I3, J.—If that's the only sort of work
they do they surely deserve the prison,

U, 8.—0n the other hand, the intel-
lectual and manual workers, the work-
ing class exerts itself in the interest of
life. Its mental and manual efforts do
all the needed thinking and produce all
the material things that elvilized man
aspires to and that life requires, That's
why  we  Socialists say that all the
wenlth helongs to the working class,

B. J.—8So say I, now,

U. S.—Don't ever again allow your-
self to be deceived by the words that
capitalists  and their hirelings fling
about. WORK is noble. No caplitulist
works, except in the sense of the multi-
millionaire father in the following
story:

Multimillionaire to applicant for his
daughter’s_hand--“Do you work, sir?”

Applicant for the hand of multimil-
lionaire's danghter—*1 do, sir.”

Multimillionnire to applicant for hls
daughter's hand — “Whom do you
work?"”

The Terre Haute, Ind., “Rallway
Times"” has this to say on the attitude
taken by the Socialist Labor party:

“To socialists it must be a source of
satisfaction to observe that the trend of
thought in the ranks of students of af-
fairs is in support more or less directly
of their theories. Even those who op-
pose socialism, in discussing ways and
means to improve present conditions
are compelled to indorse soclalistic pro-
positions, - NECESSARILY S0, BE-
CAUSE SOCIALISTS HAVE PRE-
EMPTED ALL THE FACTS AND ALL
THE LOGIC AVAILABLE IN MAP-
PING OUT THE HIGHWAYS OF AR- |
GUMENT WHICH LEAD TO PER-
MANENT REFORM."

«This is a' good evidence of the wisdom
of never compromising, but boldly and
persistently preaching the full truth and
acting upon those lines. Only in such
a way can truth be hammered into the
heads of men.

The receipt of a sample copy of this
paper Is an Invitation to subsciibe,
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Neeessity of Noclalism, .

’ L

‘rhere have heon for many years past
Cqwo great factors in the n.multlfl af
plar Gr cuprent thouphit, o (le-,u- W
pefer By the taaes of the “puipit and
Ahe press” To sueh extent o8 thoy have
ereatedd o even uphelidl  curcent

Shotight, they ard yespmasible for the
L eonditions of lite which oxist garound
P e Men are so ponstraoted that jr al-
; S ways pemains troe that we uphald ‘Ih-'
things 10 whith we take no e 1:plmn.
I sien conld enly learn the doep, Sirong
res sihiel e in aticught 1 2w sare
ore world not be that apparent reti-
eeniee unon the part of basiness men to
speak onl concerning the things that
yitalls Baterest thiem I ds aonoticcilile
fact that those whom wWe refer® o as
*huvinces aen” are vory slow invleed to
o gpeaks ont npon puldic questions, This
g not muck to Lo wonderod at, secing
Cthat eact merehant lives fnoa RKisid ol
mentnl SHwria, where, aven int

fosscd iy Cfree” copntry with grai
sreee’’ instisnti U maysmenh enne
miereial suichle to speak the things that
are dn our minds. | Botoabere i
thing sore, and that i= that our silenee
(s “husiness men's i adlowed athers
o speak without contrediction -upon
subjocts  coneerning  which their pe-
marks have always betrayved i hoent.
alito denornee of the facts inthe case

Phns the coils of a destroying monster

have heen slowly bt surely writpined
“aroutd ne antil we . st last foreed to

ey out Ny shoer foree of onr sithation.

The writer remembers, when o sehond

Doy, wriling tas a headline ai wihriting

practice)  Meampetition is the 1ife ot

trade  Had he written fcompetinon
ig the soul of commerce” and “eome
- moren is the death of trade” | ll.nnl\ i
goodly number wonid congent to i that
it would have been much nearer the
trath than ‘the headline in our copy-

RUTHER : i

. We Tearn the truth or falseliood of

any statement by expericnee aloned and

1oa s fledd that “huginess men” in
any line will be fonnd to admit that 1he
old-fashionoed headling is a glaring lo!

Thig is what we will admit in seeret;
St are somoewhat shy about proclain-

g uppn tho housctops,

Thongh the sigantie trasis and mon-
Sopolics widell have heen o forn d by
previonsly warring husiness menare l!{v-
hest evidence to the rest of the pablic
thut we do not believe fn the truth of
the maxim so much as we did; the “war
of competition”” between the proprictors
of cotton mills wis what brought about
the combination known o8 the Dominion
Cotton  Mills Co. = The
manvlacturers of cpool cottn
has cated erid) of dhe lavger con-
corng  to recently | amalganate their
for When we look the sitnmtion
square in the face. we know that from
the pevishinblo nature of all clusses «3[
goods woe are foreed to sell—at o profit
i we can: but ifmol then ot o loss,
Any mian in moderi coniueree Lknows
periectly well that nooman in l.un.iurs:-
is pesponsible for the competition and
cutting of pri which esiste. A he
does not know it, then he shonld learn

H at once; for it ig o naked trath. 01
envrEe none will plead to the
charpe of leptting 1v is alwoys “the

‘other feilow.”  This Iz nonscnze pure
and wlmple: it bt all af us. Any onc
denying it does nol know (or else does
not consider) all the faets. Whether a
mad s o millionaire or othorwise, it
matters not. The buying pubilic are o
for “hargaing,” and the house or firni
whicl convinees the public that it 1e the
firm or house which will give thom the
hest and most for their mondy is thi
5 honge that sells whether at o proit or
Lot g loss, Wenre all in i i not, we will
goon b ont of it perhaps souner [or
not being “tin it than “out of it Any
business  man - Knows these fhings
stated. in general-are fagts.  Under
such circnmstances 1 oask: What ean I
the only results?

I have an article before me entitloed
*Suecess in Commeree,” in which the
writer records that, hased upon “actunl
experience™ in the city of Hoston, not
more, than  three in one  hundred
achieved independence. - An experience
of forty years had proven that ony
five in one hundred  remained.  The
others “had either failed or dicd desti-
tte of properiy,  That ninety per eent,
of all the estates settled in the Probate
Court were insolvent.. That “not more
than one per cent. of the hest clitss of
merchants in Philadolphia and New
York retived with o compelence.” In

o "Clneinnatt a jonvaalist prepared o list
of leading business men, and, after the
lapse of twenty yeurs, it gave an un-
broken list of foiln

This article tells ws in only too plain
language whit the “results” we; and
the Toranto “Glohe'™ s responsible for
the drticle in its cdition of May 27, 1896,

L8

Now, what wo need to'get at, if these

things are true, is a solution of the ques-
tion: Are men and merdhants respons-
bl for their own bnnkeuptey, or are we
working  under lnws  and conditlons
*wherein the inovitable resnlts ito at
ledst a large proportion in the prosent
and the small minority in thes near
fatare) will be bankrupiey 7 We cannot
£0 into détails in a papers neecssarily,
Jthé length of this onc: hut whon only
three to five por cont, ane suceessful we
are obliged to admit either one or two
things:
First~That the other 85 to 07
cent, of bustness men are foplss or,
Second-~That they are living under
laws made by (vither) fools or knaves.
Weé can take which aver horn of the
dilemma we Tike: bt thepe we are. The
Cdilemmin is evidents w# can only sab-
Smit the logieal conclusion that either
L we are “mostly fools’ or elze our legis-
lation §s the work of foals. or - what is
Smore pitinble- knases o dn ehariyowe
are obliged 1o think that our legisiators
Are not knaves: anid in equal charity 1o
ourselves we can searcely credito mers
chants  pa  being U956 to 97 per cent

per

At ‘this point 1| wish to deal with

the canses of commerelal faflures,” pub-
Nshed recently,  In 1886 therve werd
failures in Canada, according to
Eirects,  The Varions Scinses | s

ed were these: “Ineompetonce, 26
Xperienee, 91: lack of eapital, 148
anwise credit, 41; failure of others, 220

Aom, 631 disnster, 1.537; speenlation, 17
fraud, su." }
This is an intercsting list, and it ix

Mesers, Dradsirect's report or “study ol

SXtravazanes, '8: neglect, 485 competi- |

now. an anntal oceurrence.  Wo see
what this very interestine firm of Brad-
strects think of their elients,  Remem-
her, amen, you are all right until ron
1l then they size yon up just as they
have dotie others. Bt if Moesers,
Strects had told the trath--and

¥
coubd not 1l B unless they kuew it--
they would have summed up the whole
fhat is
- o

1t under one heading,  and
“eampetition,” to which hy
monster they only attribiute 65 out of the
Sa0d failures. Think of ail thar 2204
failnres means,  Most husiness men are
wmareied, with wives and families de-
pendens on their ¢ @ ENonriy ol
have cniplovees, many of whooi likewise

are paveied, and are dependent ipon
the guceess of their employeri’ o
Heseos, THonest hankropt

npan
part of the debtor list, mean
and distresa, Isc it boen
ot warked, and worked fai e
idonat: for ankruptey is not confined (o
the intdatent, Auy other exeiee thnh
the conditions of comaerce js
deresd s o reason for failnres bt if
wonkl only think for o moment that
men, women or ehibdren cannot very
well eat more than ane sauiare meal ox
at @ time when they are very |
and that more than one sult of clothe
Al A time i only an inconvenionce, we
woulidl quickly  recognize that Mesira,
Bradstrecis' “study of the caunses of
commercial failore” Qs made from a
nreivdiced wpeints 1008 1o their in-
terest 1o bl s unEneesssiul rather
than the thing we eall “commoree,'
Wore we to have all Labor sl prodae-
tion thorough zeal, awhich
waotld at or oy all competition,
we fear onr esti s friends and well-
wishers, the Aless Bradsirects, gl
other mercantile : o owonld have
toleliange their course of stadies, 1 wil
now brielly spenk to business mon, and
o Mesaes, Bradstreets, upon MY “stady ™
npon this same question. i
I findd onr society is divided into two
great classos-the goverhing aml the
governody I this country. we find that
there is one office which assures to the
hencficiary L0060 per annto and living
expenses.  hore no bankraptey in
thivt business.  Then we lunve premiers
sk ministers, with aovast army of civil
service cmployvees, ol salavies of 10000
downwards per anunm,  We know this
wlgo menns freedom from bankraptoy.
There i sora YSenate with life endow-

ment,” Ao o large and ever-inerenss
iz sope el Hist of persons who
are kept the publie expeize after

having enjoved mneh more comfortable
salaries than falls to the lot of the i
ontside majority,  Here wso there B8 no
bankruptey. s it beeanse these poople
are omore aable than othprs?  Na.
Bt bocianse the conditions of their ly-
ings aredifferent. And just think of it,
Lusiness men!
come from? I8 it not from that bou-
eficlent institution we call the customs
honse? It cortafuly s and business
men are assuming the whole responsi-
hilitys We Know well ahat this g
taxation is the first eall on our huginess;
sl we also Know ihat bofore some of
the goomlsare exchapged for eash they

do not’ poalize sullicient 1o pay
dativs, - Outside of the legivltive
Aerpity o owe have manefneinrore

farmers and their employees, then re
il men and their employees, We
have  wholesade  men and their cm-
ployeecs: then ontside of a1l these we

Bve Chonks,  bankers and theie em-
ployeos, From one end of the st to the
ather,  withont ahnost any éxception,

these are nominally, if not professediy,
“Christian.!  The leading men in pol-
ities, ins hanking, in conumerces an
nearly ol active “churveh” men.  Somo
of them are YoM (L A, warkers,  Sane
are  clders Cand cdencons, Bibldielass
teehiers il leaders in prayer meei-
ings - all professivg allegianec: to o the
teachings of Jesus Chyist,’ He said: @By
this shall all men Know that ye dre Al
disciples if ye have love one to auother.™
Jial ha! méthinks 1 hear some say
“roligion is'a thing for the church and
Sundiy schoal: it hag no place. in bosi-
e Onetling is 2ur I they do not
sy A they practice it amd Sprsetice is
better than precept.’ Imagine whole-
salers loving wholesalers: retnilors lov-
ing refailers; the governing loving the
governed;  bankers  loving other than
banlers. | Aye, dimagine Qo0 yon e,
Danks have o soids, 10ie saide O ONG: bt
bankers: have themy ard so do o their
victims, 1 have seen Business moen oo
tribnte largely to the snceess and prot.
perity of banking institutions: and the
siiie  hanks treat the sane hisiness
men s I they were thieves and rob-
when the tenth was they were ondy
vi 1o meet adyverse circumstancoes
and fafled in theaitempt, 180t Do pialit
that one man in the social constituiion
of any’ people bhe protected against
bankruptey by $00 and living  ¢x-
penses annualiy, it is vight that all moen,
and all families, be cqually protected
If one, then all: 17 fot all, then not any.
There s not a2 man in ¢ couutry
wankd fail if he Knew his annnal income
wis $H0.000 and living expenses,  Ther
why chinrad fatlure to incompetence o1
any other Lick.upon the parts of hasi-
ness  men? The whole shuation i
chitrgenble to incompetent and unfadt
legistation; to which all bankruptey |
tenthfully  attributable. This may
sonnd unpalatable, It is trues 10 0t is
not pleasant, the more the pity, It de
sadd men love darkness betier than
Hight, 1t seems like (L Any who ar
not wilfully blind can see where 'we are,
Business men are tryiag to earey an un,
eaqual condition of wffaies, and--as Wi
might expect-—are being erushod in the
attemipt. We are reeciving o painiu
lesson, Nothing but & rageed experienc:
will teach us the traths we will not re
ceive in theory s therefore the experiene
Is o necessity,  We are getting it W
are all Christians-atileast we say so.
A burned ehild dreads the fire,  Wher
wit have gone throngh the purifying fire
of competition we will find our spirits
purified by the longing for co-tperation.
We will seek the anly reasohable thing
~«q thoraough systent of labor in pro-
Cduetion and distribution.  In this wr
will be able to enjoy the fruits of om
Jabors and take no thought  for  the
things of to-morrow. There wiil be n
Lank notes falling dne. The image of
God, and not that of Ciesar, will Le the
only, coln eurrent, “Thou shalt love thy
neighhor as thyself.”  Love of money
will be a thing of the past: and our

0

Whekre do their livings,

Gompers & Co.
Lained

neighbors,  We have around us on
every hand the things needed for our
enjoyment. Labor is the only thing we
need to continne an abundant supply
far ail. This supply, or the products of
Inbor-food, «clothing, shelter, ote.—Ig
the only real wealth, as Inbor is the only
true capital invested, The whole people,
who must produee and exchange, must
control the production and the means or
methods of exchange, We must cease
to be dependent upon any part.of the
whale for a means of exchange, Money
s a fraud=-a delugion und a snare. It
ix an invention for the purpose of avoid-
ing Inbor npon the part of its posscessors,
and foreing it upon those who laek it
Lot us at onee correct the mistakes of
the past by vecognizing the pecessity
for co-aperative labor upon the part of
all = national co-operation.  In it there
can be no “hank -ruptcy; beeanse there
are no banks to break., Neither 1
there e any assignecs  or - moerea
agencics awaiting like vultyres for
rion.  *Righteousness exalteth a nation,
bt sin v reproach to any people™
seith the Seriptures, Sin s transgres
sion af divine or natioaal law.
thoese read: S9houn shalt eare for
neighbor . a5  thou carest for thyse
Anvihing else means poverty 1o somesd
and one is as likely to be the vietim ad
another. ot ns then prove onre Christ-
jenity. o Ry this shall all wen know
that yeare My disciplog if ye huve oy
one ol another =Winnipeg, Canada,
“People's Voice,™

LETTER ROX.

Offhand Answers to lequ?rerl.
M. L F.. N. Y.—No, to both ques-
tions,
/

nota Simplicitas" Meador
Phe . Muarxian  prodictio
Yefors the Nincieenth Cea-
tiry ends, the masses will be compelled
to fight for collectivism or starve” will
Lo snbstantially verifie ;
Second -1t 18 ot necessary that each
of one half the voters plus one shonld
be aetuall irmly  convineed  anpd
trained Socialiste,  The great ovents of
tie world were all accomplished by
minoritics acting  timely, and Ahor-
Iy posted and determined, Historie
g are HEke climatie seasons, Cap-
s is ereating the season that will
the masses in rehellion against ity
The S b 1L will e the nnelons aromad
which they will gather, hn 1 heen the
stemdy beneon that all atong shone in
midst of the storm,: Pear not. We,
it generaiion of Sovindists, will
withe he generntion below s
and throngh them to the posterity of
mankind a better world to live fu than
onr fathers left to us. Weoll may  wi
foel appy and prond of the task and
the ntission higtory 1 thrdwn upon us,

Firs
you quoter

Clemens Bornhardt, 8t Louls, Mo.-
Your order will e attanded to by the
Labor News Co., to whom it is passed
over.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

WASHINGTON, D, €., April 11.—See-
tion Washington 8 0 few Weeks ago
addressed by J. Mahlon Barnes, of Phal-
odeiphia, whose subject was “0ld and
New Trades Unionism.””

There “was a large aulience present,
who applanded Comrade Darnes every
point,

He scored the old importation from
England, the “pure and simple”™ scheme,
at its . leadingoadyoestes, such ar
The papers both con-
protty good  accounts of the
and gave a fair report of whiet
o The fakire of the A, F, of
who moved their headanarters to
town, are heing hard pushed s
present,  Only last week, at their own
headgnarters in their own building, they
were told, while g mecting wis in prog-
thit Wy were aclot of bunco-
4o They have also been
fuiled in an attempt 1o wreek o union
hére which I8 opposed to them, and
take it all in all, the following letter,
which explains itself, has but added te
their woes:
SMr. Samunel Gompers, President, A, F.

o) 8 PREATES

“Dear Sir=-0n Sunday, March 21, J.
Mahlon Barnes, of  Philadelphin, lec-
at Labor Bureaw Hall, 600 ¢ street
on the subjoet of ~“Old and New
Trades Uniopism.”  You ave invited to
be present and join in 1o frer disong-
sion.  With your unique and fanltless
Kknowledge of history, hoth ancicnt aml
modern, you will no doubt be aoie to
inteligantly diseuss the lecture, thereby
giving pleasure aod gratificdition to the
amdionce who will be present, A large-
hearted,  generons man liKe you, who
has devored all his Life, sinee a tender
agy, to the cause of Jabor, wonlid, so we

1SS,

think, be pleased to make nee of this op- |+

portinity to appear at the leetare with
some pragetical niterances on the ques-
tion to e discussed, :

W, of course, nnderstand that your
forte is “practicability,” and ean judge
from your appearance that vou have
made a personal’ suecess of that forte,
£0 that in again requesting yon to e
present, - we  farther recognize your
gpreat ability for discusging in an in-
telligent manner any subject from a
“practical” standpoint, ' Yours, ete.,

“ARTHUR KEEP,
“Organizer, Section Washington, S.L.I.
Mr. Gompers did not turn up.

Minnesota.

ST. PAUL, Minn., April 5.—0n Sun-
tay, the 4th, Section St. Paul, S. L. P.,
held their fiest open air mecting, It
WHs 4 graid snecess. . Hundreds oof
people stood in the drizaling rain to
listen  to  the traths of Socialism
niterad by Comrades Herbert Shaw and
banicl D¢ Lury, of Minneapolis, and
;:mx;r:u s Corling and Potter, of St

k.

The working people are ripe for So-
clalism, and we are determined to earry
it to them by having open air meetings
every Sunday afternoon.

Our Pavis Commune colebration was o
perfect success, the hall being crowded,
Section St. Paul is continually enrolling
new names upon its list.

X Committoe on Charter.

The Committee on Charter and
Awards begs to acknowledge receipt of
4  charter design  signed “Carlo St
Elmo,™

Owing to April 18 being Baster Sung
day, the mecting has hoeon postponed to
ihe following Sunday. the 25th, at 2
Pom, NOY. Labor Lyceum.

THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE.

W shounld reg

QULIURHI!

—

The Language of the Bourgeois Pn;-
on the Trans. Missouri Decision.

I have often thought what n good
thing it would Le for the hosts of work-
ingmen to he permeated with the =ame
upanimity of feeling, when their inter-
ests are attacked, that pervades the
capitalist class when their inierests, or
the interests of any of their number, are
in.danger. This was impressed upon
my mind by the opinions of the differ-
ent capitalist newspapers on the Su-
preme Court deeision in the Trans-
Missouri Freight Association casc. Even
those ostensibiy in favor of the decision
==Mmore on account of attempts at heing
consistent with' their past utterances
than ont of a love of justice—find some-
thing to chuckle at'in it, ultimately
proving a zain for capitalists and their

ik,
The New York “Journal of Com-
meree?” states that, until the Supreme

Court decides on a similar case, namely,

the Joint Traffic A fon, which has

been upheld by the Federal Courts,
HWe  shall  hesitate  to necept

the

opinion delivered by Judge Peekhiam as

patting un end o all po
nomir nerecment
fo maintsin 03

bhility of a
hetween  railronds
Such & conclusion
ml a8 ter of the
tenitude, bee expericnce
akrevment

first

. b‘“‘ﬁ shown, in defanlt of
mong the raflroads themseles, the In-

terstate commeree law has but little in-
fluence in maintaining the equality of
freight  charges It demands. both
steadiness of rates mml active eompeti-
tion, thing: which necossarily Kill each
other. Now, if the Sapreie Court 15 1o
range itself on the side of active compe-
tition, i the sense that EVERY SHIP-
PER WILL BE LENT FREE TO 2
TORT ‘FROM THE RAILROADS
LOW A RATIE AS HE CAN, there {5
plainly nething save a radical revision
of the law between the transportation
buginess.and ch . The prohibition of
poaling or the maintaining ol rates is
adverse to' the pnblie intorests, provided
that the rates maintained ard nod un-
1 snable: and that they are uniform
i3 far more important than that they
should he reasonable,” i

‘There is traly something very ‘beauti-
0¥ In that sentence: “Every shipper
el be Jeft free to EXTORT from the

=ailroad=z a5 low a rate as hie CAN
How the  railrowd men muast have
daniled when they e that!

The New York Sviming Post,” of
vule-dict fame, s down in its corner.
aml emits the following shiick:

“A glance at the anti-trast act of 1580
in the light of thig opinion is ¢nough to
ond a cold ghudder down the k of
any owner of property. ‘v con-
traet, combination in the form «f trast,
or otherw in i of trade or
commerse gmong the several States, or
with foreign nations, w o deciared
ta be illezal,” and/oy neh contract is
made punishable’ by a $5.000 fine or im-
prisonment for a year, or both."”

Aund then it coneludes with these sad
remarks:

“1t is now hoeld that the most ordinary
agreements of commerce may be pun-
ished a3 erimes, by Congress, withewt
proof that they produce any evil effect
whatever.”

This is o shocking stale of affairs, in-
decd, and one ean imagine the pious
GHITET O The “Post” Delng Hriken down
and tearfully bewailing the

isaster that has overtaken this
nation, when Capital is asked (o con-
form ta o daw onthe statnte books amld
1o oppartunity Is offered to give Labor
the generous “rifle diet™ preseribed to
it by this same philanthropic indivi-
doal, It is traly awinl! - Will not some
one take pity on him?

The New York “World" which poses
0 often as the champion of working-
men and has thereby obtained ool
circulation, after laking to  its
preat deal daf eredit for the deeigion,
states that no deeision could do more to
check “the dangerons tendeney toward

an aegressive gocialism which was re-
vealed in the last election.” And then
procecds to pour more balm into the

wontd, which it thinks Capitalism has
réceived], by the following:

i he Supreme Conrt is the strong-
est bulwark of properiy and rights as
well as of personal rights, the combina-
tions of capital that are disturbed by
this decision should welcome it as dis-
tinetly for their nltimate good, By lim-

Ating their cneroachments it will LIMIT

THE  REACTION against  their  en-
croachment By reduecing thelr op-
pression and injustios it will rednee the
DANGER OF VIOI REMEDIES,
worse than the. di 3

The Brooklyn “Eagle,” the prond up-
holder of all the rietous and mupderons
acts of the State Militia, when nsed
pgoinst the unarmed citizens of the
State who ohject to the oppressive de-
mands of Capital, gives vent to a covert
thread to defy the Supreme Court by
the “preservative instinets of business
and of sociedy’ people, in the followin

“If there i to be a universal recu
rence to ehaek and cut rates, the romds,
their stockholders, their eustomers, and
the people aftecteéd by them will be such
sufferers that before long a remedy will
have to be reached for the ills, If the
poaling arrangements or the traflic un-
derstandings formerly reached averted
all the malign  results  which, it is
claimed, will he made not only possible,
but aetunl, by the decision of the Su-

preme Court, then THE SELF-PRE-
SERVATIVE INSTINCTS OF BISI-

NESS AND OF SOCIETY will assert
themselves in ‘the discovery of meth-
ols whereby a situation of prosperity
can be restored and an imminence of
disaster turned aside.”

Many other papers give opinfons sim-
ilar to those given above. While they
all do not denounce the decision, they
distinetly intimate that the decision
must not stand, for if it does, these
“law-abiding” gentlemen threaten dis-
ABLIONS  COREGOMONCES, They, are the
“best people,” and while they are “law-
abiding,” so long as the law does not-
interfere with their Httle *‘peculiari-
ties.” directly it does, though, and
makés an attempt to prove that they,
as well as others, are amenable to the
laws, then these “best people,'” these
“law-abiding people” shriek and threat-
en the law and its officers with annihi-
jfation if they or it stand in the way of
their desires. But on the other hand, if

against a law, then the shriek goes up,
“give them the rifle diet,” “give them
grape and canister,”  “give them bayon-

the “common people” deign to murmur’

if they do not respect the majesty of tha
law.” And the “common people” echoe’
the ery against their fellow-citizens who
EO murmur.

Among the Socialists and New Trade
Unionists alone will you find that sol-
Idarity of feeling that is so frequently
exhibited among the capitalists,  Out-
side of the 8. L. P, gome are like a flock
of sheep astray in the wilderness, not
knowing which way to tarn: while
others are like unto a pack of wolves
ready to devour one another if wounided,

i E. M. McG.

Broaklyn, April 12th,

CORRESPONDENCE,

Rising Tide in Newburg, N. Y.

To THE PEOPLE -1 nfake no #oubt
that the education you are giving and
the oliject lessons the eapitalists are fur-
nishinz. both of which are perceptitily
changing the tone of  the workers
around here that they will 2oon come to
their senses. I prediet o large vote for
our party from now on.  Let me thank
TIHE PEOPLE for the work it is doing
In our noble cange: its columns splon-
didly show up erime and rasculity, and
points the way out; .

WILLIS HENRY.

Newburg, N. Y., Avril 6.

The Best Education We Have,

To THE PEOPLE - Enclosed ploase
find $1 rvénewing wy subscription  to
THE PEORLE. The paper is good
gomd in s attitude of sopen war on
Fakirdom, good in its uncomprimising
policy inc-politics, and best of all in s
dealings with the great i of
the day. T would not ithont it
In surveying the whole fieh)l of battls
amd  joyously  noticing the ereat nd-
vanees mads evervwhore, wo know that
much of it s due 1o THE PREGPLE and
Hsostal,  Nooworkingman onght to he
without ity 1t is the very best edodator
we have, EDiLALER.

Montreal, Canada, April 3.

Refuses to Play Decoy Duck.

To THE PREOPLE~J. H. Cloteey, of
the Lynn Union No. So. Boot @nd Shoe
Workers'  Union, having  declined o
stamld as the candidate f president of
his vuion, and been elected over hig de
clination, refuses (o aceept the oloction
Some mny think his conduct extreme;
to me it looks praper. A class-con-
seions  workingman, that is to
New Trade Unionist, may  justly
often shonld, work along with his fellow
wige carners, whe, liesides the yoke of

¢ slavery that they carey in com-
mowith him, carey also the yoke of

e and simpledone’ - Dat there are
nmstances whon, to aecept such'

1}

“h

cir

leading office as that of President in A
hody that continnes to eling tenncionsly
to the blunder of “pure and simpledom,”

world be on the part of 4 conspicions
New' Travde Unionist an act very mch
akin to plaving decoy duck.  Cloteey is
an outspoken New Trade Unionist. |
Beliove his conduct in this matter is
wise and dignitied, He wrote this final
fetter of declination fo our union:
“Lynn, Mass.,, Monday, April 5.
“Unity Union No, 80, BB, & Wk
“Fellow Members—I  desire  to  re-
iterate the reasons why 1 declined to
stand as o candidate for presilent of
our union on the two occasions when
yvour good opinion of my fitness for that
position prompted you to thus honpor
me. The fact that you have elected me
to the position in question in face of
my declination compels. me to stote as
plninty as possible my reasong for de
clining the honor you have conferred
upon me.

Socialist 1 decline to ba the
e of any union that opposes the
the

headpie
palitical union of the workers at 8
hallot box.  This political union must
he formed on cliss-conscions groumds,
namely, that the purchaser of lahor
power has interests dinmeirieaily op-
posed to the interests of those who have
only their lahor power to sell. Thise
helug an indisputable fact, it becomes
necessary for the latter class to clearly
understand to which party they belong.
The Republican party represents the
capitalist class, the Democratic party
represents the middie class,  These two
S¢ qar the same relation to the
o earning class as the horse leech
dows 1o its vietim.  The Seclalist Labor
party, to which 1 belong, demands the
emuncipation of the wage workers from
wvery by the establishment of
the Socialist. Commonwealth  through
the ballot box, The menibers of this
union are not ready to follow me in
thix lige of dual unity of economics and
politics, When the trades unions are
readdy to act on the lines laid down by
Socialist workingmen 1 am then willing
to preside over their deliberntions; until
then 1 refnge to become a centre-piece
for this or any such other body of work-
ingmien. Thanking you for the honor
conferred, I remain,
Fraternally yours,
“JOHN H. CLOHECY."

Happy of our Acquaintance.

To THE PEOPLE-I have been res
ceiving THE PEOPLE since Septembyr
last, some one hiving paid a six months®
ription for me at that time, " Please
the $1 1 now semd to my eredit, 1
will from time to time send you names
and a little money to cover trial sub-
seriptions as often as I ean afford it

I am verys thankful to Comrade.
Peare, of Lynn, wifo. I think, caused the
paper to be sent to me, for 1 might stitl
bhe groping my way in the darkness of
the *Coming Nation™ if it were not for
him, J

I used to receive saomple copies of
THE PEOPLE in years gone by from
friends and from the ofiice direet, but
1 took little or no notice of them, simply
becanse 1 thought the paper “too ex-
treme.”

The contintons receipt of it drew my
attention closer, und immediately 1 saw
the clearness and absolute correctness
of the position maintained by THE
PEOPLE. Although from my heart I
regretted exceedingly my inaction for-
merly, I saw that regrets of that kind
were no use, so I quietly went to work
for the S, L. P.. and propose to con-
tinue my labors in that direction as long
as the power is spared to me.

Your article oirthe closing of last vol-
ume and the opening of this is clear and
terse. Keep up the fight.

: JER. O'FIHELLY.
Abbington, Mass., April 4.

Hartford, Conn.

J. Rossmeisl, 15 Hamilton street, is
an suthorized business agent for THE
PEOPLE.  All subscribers in  arrears
are requested to renew by him,

“out.

e ¢

Drawn by the Master Hand of Alexander
Dumas. :

We reproduce here, from one of
Dumas’ works, a passage that will go

Afar to explain gome contemporary phe-

nomena, It describes a scene that took
place in France at the time of Louis
XIV., when the collection of the reven-
ues of the kingdom used to be farmed
The means by which official evil-
doers managed to be “popular,” the

sort  of apostles they had, and the
staunch  support such miscreants  re-

ceived from the clergy, these are all
matters of historic record; in the below
passage they are sketched and con-
densed into one short dialogue that
tells the whole ‘tale vividly. The two
characters produced on the canvass are
the Chief Minister of Finance, Fouquet,
who il been sucking the country dry, * |
and his brother, a parson, ‘the Abbe.
This is the dialogue between the two,
opened by Fouguet, the Finance Min- |
Ister, ivddressing his brother, the Abbe,
who just calls upon him:

“What can 1 do to serve you, Monsieur
PADLe ™ said he.

“Oh! Ch! how you say that to me,
brother!" |

“I speak it like a man who is in a
burry, Monsieur." 2

The Abbe looked anxionsly at Fouquet
and said:

“I have thiree humired pistoles to pay
to Monsicur de Hregl this evening; a
play debt—a sacred deby.”

“Next,” said Fonquet bravely, for he
comprehended that the Abbe Fouquet
would not have digturbed him for such
a4 want,

"A thousand to my butcher, who will
supply no more,"

*Next!”

“Twelve hundred to my tailor,” con-
tinned the Abbe; “the fellow has made
e take back seven suits of my people's,
which compromises my liveries, and my
[nlelrr.xs talks of  replacing me by a
Jdarmer of the revenne, which would be
a humiliation to the chureh.”

“What else is there?” said Fouquet,
“You will please to remark,” sald the
Abbe, humbly, “that I have asked noth-

ing for mysell.”

“That Is delicate, Monsieur,”
Fouguet: “so, as you see, 1 wait,

“Amd I ask nothing, oh, no: it is not
for want of need, though, | assure you."

The wminister reflected a minute,

“Twelve  hundred  pistoles to the
tailor: that is a great deal for clothes,”
sakd he,

"I maintain 2 hundred men,” said the
l}hlw. proudly; “that Is a chargs, 1 be-

eve'!

“Why a hundred men?” said Fouquet,
“Are you a Richelien or.a Mazarin, to
require 2 hundred men as 'a gunrd?

replied

“What use do yon make of these men?
i

Speak—say,

“And do yon ask me that?” eried the
AbLe Fouquet. “Ah! how can you put
such a  question—-\Why 1 maintain o
hundred men?  An!"

“Why, yes; I do put that question to
you,  What have you to do with a
hundred men? Answer.'”

“Ingrate!” continued the Abbe, more
and maore affected,

“Explain yourself.,”

“Why, Monsieur le Surintendant, I
only want one valet de chambre for my
part, and even if I were alone could
help myself very well; but you--you
who have so many enemies—a hundred
men are not enough for me to defend
you with, A hundred men! You ought
to have ten thousand. I malntain, then,
these men in order that if publie places,
in assemblies, no voice may be ralsed
against you; and without them, Mon-
sicur, you would be loaded with impre-
cations, you would be torn to pleces, you
would not last o week; no, not a week,
Do you understand 2™

“Ah! I did not Know you were my .
champion to such an extent, Monsienr
I'Abbhe.” #

“You doubt §t!" ecried the Ahbe.
“Listen, then, to what happened not
longer ago than yesterday in the Rueé de
:n :Ihwlu-tt('. A man was cheapenlog a
owl.”

“Well, how could that injure me,
Abbe?" .
“This way: The fowl was not fat. The
purchaser refused to give elghteen sous
for it, saying that he could not afford
eighteen sous for the skin of a fowl, of

r\a\')lni.«.-h Monsieur Fouquet had all the
at. ;

“Go on.”

“The joke cansed a deal of laughter,”
continued the Abbe; “laughter at your
expense —death to all the devilg!—-and
the canaille. were delighted” ' The joker
added: “*Give me a fow] fed by Monsleur
Colbert, if yon please, and I will give
you all you ask. And immediately there
was a clapping of hands. A frightful
scandal, you understand; a scandal
which forces a brother to hide his face.”

“And you veiled it,” said the Minister
of France.

“Noj; for it so happened I had one of
my men in the crowd; a new recruit
from the provinces, one Monsleur de
Menneville, whom I like very much. He
made his way through the press, saying
to the joker: ‘Mille Barbes! Monsieur
the False Joker, here's a thrust for
Colbert.”. *And one for Fouquet,' re-
plied the joker. Upon which they drew,
in front of the cook’s shop, with a hedge
of the curious round them, and five
hundred as curious at the windows.”

“Weli?" said Fouquet.

“Well, Monsienr, my Menneville
spitted the joker, to the.great astonish-
ment of the spectators, and said to the
¢ook: "Take this goose, my friend: it is
fatter than your fowl.'! That is the way,
Monsieur,” ended the Abbe, thiumph-
antly, “in which I spend my revenues,
I maintain the honor of the family,
Monsieur.”

f::utllu(l-t ,l‘umg his head.

“Ang ave a hundred as good
he.'; continned the Abbe, "

“Very well,” said Fouquet, *
the bill to my clerk.” 2 .l

Change names and offices and towns

or streets, and we have the same thing
now.

D e ——

Carless Speaks in Buffalo,

Henry Carless will deliver a lecture,
accompanied by numerous brilliant
stereopticon pictures, on Thursday, the
22d inst., at 8 p. m., in Turn Hall, 329
Ellicott street, near Genesee. Admis-
slon free,

.
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" PARTY NEWS.

Activity of Militant Socialists East,

‘West, North and South.

National Executive Committee.

Al the session of April 13th all mem-
hers were present, with Comrade Mat-
chett in the‘ehair. The financial report
for the week ending Aptil 10, shows re-
(Mpts, $70.20;  expenditures, $219.307
deficit, $149.1¢.  Labor News Co.: Rt-
ceipts,  S148.68; Axpenditures, $45.55;
bhalance, $102.13, S 4

Relative to the general vote upon the
Jewish presz, it Qs resolved to opin o
party members a limited space for the
discussion of the matter, and that the
tie for the close of the vote be ex-
tended to Jurie Sth.

A communication from Jewish Sec-
tion, Boston, is ordered printed in THE
PEOPLE. with a reply ef the Executive
Committee,  Charter is granted to a
pew Section in Mount' Vernon, N. Y.
composed. of Italiank, and to be desig-
nated as Section No. 2.

Comrade L. A. Malkiel ig elected Re-

Ccording Secvetary in place of Comrade
Capp, resigned,
s .. A. MALKIEL, Ree. Sec,

- At the segsfon held April 6ith, John H.
Moore presided,  Absent:  Matchert,
Copp and Senbert; . all  exeused.  The

finaficial report for the week ending
April 30 shows regeipts to the amount
of, $11.85; expenditures, $171.61,

The Labor News Company reports re-
ceipts $154.20, expenditnres 318,47, bal-
ance $115.87.

“The Secretary is instriucted to have
prepared o statement setting forth the
position of the S, L. P, toward the trade
unions,

Comrades’ Charles B. Copp sent in’

his rosignation on account of il health,
und the Secretary is ordered to isste a
eall for nominations to fill the vacaney.,
A charter is granted 10 a new Section
located at Rockville, Conn,
1. A, MALKIEL, Ree. See. pro tem.

Call For Nomination to N. E, C.

To the Sections of Griater Now York,
~-The Sections located within the 1er-
ritory of the Greater New York are
herehy called upon to make nonina-
tions for one member of the Nutionai
Executive Committee in place of Com-
rade Charies B. Copp. who has resigned
on account of ill heaith.

The organizers of the aforesaid See-
flony are requested to submit this mat-
fer at the next session of their respec-
tive bodies, and transmit the nomina-
tlong then made to the undersigned not
later than Saturday, May 1st, on which
day the nominations close.

By order of the National Execntive
Committee. I

HENRY KUHN, Secreiory.

Call for a General Vote.
184 William Street, -

i New York, March 30, 1807,
To the Sections of the §. 1. P.

Comrades —The National Exeentive
Committee beg to submit the following
proposition to the referendum vote of
the Sections throughont the country.

We are of opinion that the party press
in all languages should be nunder direct

“party control, in order that a system-

® atlo agitation may Le carried on in
every possible direction.  Such control
is especially imporiant now that the
party’s political activity makes the
press A mostcimportant and indispen-
sable weapon, which should not bhe ex-
posed 1o the risk of being alienated from
the party or ofdalling into the hands

Cof those who may oppose our platform
or tactics, . 2

The “Abend-Blatt” and  “Arbeiter-
Zeitung,” published in New York city,
ave agencies of great importance in con-
ducting our agitation among the ranks
of Jewish-speaking workingmen, There

is o wide-¢pread demand among the
Jewish  Comrades that these organs
should helong to the party, and the
National Executive Committee has re-
celved a proposition from the Arbeiter-
Zeltung Publishing Association, which
conduets the publication of said organs,
that the party should assume the con-
trol thereof, .

The last National Convention of the
S, L. P., owing to dissensions existing
samong Jewish Comrad®s’ in connection
with these organs, passed a resolution
forbidding any Section to huve any con-
nection with the Jewish press, This
action was taken in the belief that if

" the Jewish Comrades were left severely
alone  they wonld soon settle their
differences among themselves,

Experience has shown, however, that
notwithstanding the action of the con-
vention, these dissensions stiil exist,
and are a serions impediment to our
agitation among the Jewish masses,

We believe that if the direct control
and supervision of the Jewish pross is'
vested in the party, acting through s
National Executive Committee, all the
pretences  for

. entirely removed, !

For these reasons it is of great ad-
vantage to the party, and especially to
Section New York and its agitation,
that the party assume control of our
Jewish press, the direct  ownership,
however, to  he' continued for legal
reasons on the incorporated body.

We therefore submit to a referendum
vote the following proposition:

The property and management of the
“Abend-Blatt” augl “Arbelter-Zeitung™
ghall be vested in the Arbeiter-Zeitung
Publishing Association, under the direct
control of the National Excentive Com-
~mittee of the Socialist  Labor party.
The books of said publishing associa-
tion shall be examined, . ouce  every
three months, by an expert accountant,
to be appointed by said committee,

The “Abend-Blatt” and  “Arbeiter-
Zeltung” shall be made the Jewish
official organs of the 8. L. P.

The editors shall bg elected jointly by
the National Executive Committee and
the Publishing Association; or, in case
they cannot agree, by a general vote of
the members of the party, the same as
the editors of “The Peopie” amd *“Vor-
wiirts.,” Any editor who may prove in-
coripetent or violate the platform or
constitution of the party shall be forth-
with suspended by the National Ex-
ecutive Committee. ;

The National Executive Committee
shall act as & Board of Grievances, and
hear and determine complaints respeet-

ing the business or editorial manage-

ment of gaid organs.
The result of the vote of the Sections
- ghould be sent to HENRY KUHN, Seec-
Cretary, 184 William street, Now York
" City, not later than May 20, 1897,
- By order of the National Execnutive
Committee,

. i

disturbances would' be -

~change,
such change necessary? Th National -

HENRY KUHN, Sec.
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Exoressions of Opinion on the General

Vote Called for by the N. E. C.

To the Comrades—I am glad to see
the stand the National Executive Com-
mittee takes in regard to the Arbeiter
Zeitung, It is the only way ont of the
Withenliy:

By the party assuming control, as
proposed By the National Executive
Committee, all diffieulty  will be  re-
moved. We shall he then able to go
ahead  with our agitation, and those
who will still Liek will have to stand
the consequences, 1 am perfectly satis-
ficil that the recomimendation: of the
National Executive will be aecepted
thronghout the laud with a great ma-
Jority hecause we huve very few Socinl-
fst pipers, and dan not afford to loose or
see uny of them tay. The example
of the St. Lonig ot b
he sufficient to convinee all Comrades
that  pot unless every naper §s con-
trolled by the party can we be sure of
its standing straight.” What ijs your
opinion? Am [ right? 1 would invite
a full expression of opinion.

. S. ROSENWEIG.

New York, April 15,

To the National Executive Committee,

SeilaiPe

Dear Comrades—The call for a gen-
eral vote concerning the “Abendblatt™
and “Arbeiter Zeitung” was read at onr
meeting of the Jewish Section, S. L. .,
and after a thorongh consideration our
Section  decided  no® to voie at the
present at all, for the following reasons:

First—The Excceutive Coramittee has
no right, according to our constitntios,
to issue aeall for a referendum if it i=
not requested by five Scetions situated
in three different States, In your eall
you do not‘mention the names of the
five Sections.

Seconid—As  vour proposition is in
direet opposition to the decision of the
Jast Nutional Convention, it caunot be
brought to & general vote before this
decision; which was afterwards indorsed
by the whole party, Is reconsidered and
repenled,

Third—Usually  time is  given for
amendments, but on this occasion the
Bxecntive Committee does not give time
for that purpose. We hope that the,
Execntive Committee wil! comply with
the constitution, as i reauires the sane
from the members.of the party, and we
hope that in bringing thar proposition
in 2 legal way Lefore the party it will
enablie us to participate in the vote,

Pleage let us know your answer be-
fore next Friday, the dayv of onr next
meeting, Yours fraternally, the Boston
Jewish Section, S, L.-P.

M. TURETZ, Organizer.

Answer of the National Executivo
Committee.

1t is evident that there has not been
euch a thorongh considerstion of the
points in question as-is elaimed by the
Section; it would not have crrived at an
inferpretation of our ‘constitution for
which the constitution {urnishes no
gronnd,

Sinee it may not be imposzible that a
similar  miseonception | preyiils else-
where, we deem it advisable to give
publication to the foregoing with our
rejoinder, .

In regard to the first reason given by

“the Section, it should he observed that

the constitution in no wise forbids that
the adminisiration of the party turn to
its constituency and submit important
questions to them for decision,  What
the constitution docs do is to regulate
the conditions under which Sections
may refer propositions of theirs to a
general  vote. On smere  technical
grounds, it may be said that an Ex-
ccutive  Committee, representing the
whole party, is not a Section, and that
gince the constitution speaks of Sec-
tions only in relation t this matter, it
clearly does not forbid that the Exec-
utive Committee should not refer. Dut
there are better reasons than  this
purely negative justificzition. An Ex-
ecutive Committee, by virtue of its po-
sition, is necessavily In possession of
more comprehensive irdormation about
the affairs of the party and ils needs
than any single Secticn can ordinarily

be, henee a denial of their right to turn

to their constituents ond referring to
thenr matters of imporisac ce, is an abro-
gation of the right of iuitiative clearly
out of joint, not only with the letter,
but also with the spirit o! our coustilu-
tion.

As to the second reason’ given, we are
at o loes to understand hesw the Section
can arrive at such conclus ons. In oui
party organization the power to de-
termine the affairs of the party rests
lastly and finally with the isink and file,
If, therefore, a National Convention,
upon information then at hand, decides
a certain matter in a certain way, and
the membership indorges such action,
does it follow that the rank and file
thereby foregoes the right to muke a
it changed condiions make

Convention no doubt took that action
because it was then thought that it
would tend to promote a settiement of
the internal strife poirg on in the

Jewish movement. But instead of nbate-

ment, there has been an intencification
of the trouble: o so-catled opposition,
made up of varions elements in and out-
side of the party, wages war aguainst
Socialist p s with methods that can-
not be called otherwise than reprehen-
#ible, and in extenuation of their action,
plead that the papers “are not under
cantrol of the purty.” while at the same
time they often uge the name of the S.
.. P in making their attacks,

The third regson given is based upon
a total mistinderstanding of the consti-
tation.  Amendments may he made toa
proposition aiming at a change of the
constitution (see Section 1
lancous Regulationzy, but in
case, Hence it i3 not usual = elnimed
by tHe Section, that “ns time |s
given for amendments,” and that reason
falls to the ground,

In  connection with the foregoing
notice should be taken that the Ex-
ttive Committee at their last session
decided to open a limited »in the
party organs for the dizcnusion of this
mattey by -members of the party, and to
extend the date of the close of the vote
until Saturday, the 5th day of Junes

By order of the National Executive
Committee,

no other

HENRY KUHN, Sec.

P Canada.

MONTREAL, Avril 10.-The Montreal
Hebrew Section meets  every  Sunday
night in Socialist Laboer vy Head-
quarters, 223 MeCGill street, ot X o'clock.
Headquarters are open day and night.

MONTREAL. April 12.—=The newly
clected National Executive Committee
of the Socialist Labor party of Cannda
held a meeting April 11, The new BEx-
ecutive Committee consists of the fol.
lowing  Comrades:  Brennan,  Miller,
Senior, Griffiths, Saunders, Metealfe,
Severs,

The minutes of the previous meeting
were  read amd approved.  Charter
pranted new Jewish Section Montreal,
organized by Comrade Miller,  The
Sections  meet in the 8. Lo P head-
quarters, No. MeGill street, which
are apen duaily,
J. SEVERS, National Secy.

Connacticut,
[ NEW HAVEN, April 12.<-Charles 11,
Mateheit, of Brooklyn, will speak in
New Haven Sunday, April 18eh, st Vern
Hall,. 156 Orauge street, at 2230 poonn.
Subjeet:  “Socialism or  Barbarism.”
Come and bring your friends,

Massachugetts,

DOSTON, April 11.—All Comrades ok
Noston are notified that a joint meeting
of the Boston Sections will he held on
Sunday, April 25th, at 45 Kliot street, at
3 pom. Order ofgbusinesa: Nominations
for a city ticket. s

By order of City Committee,

J. FRIEDLAND, Secretary.

i New York.

NEW YORK CITY.~The regular
meeting of the New  York . Soeis
Literary Society wias held on Thursday
evening, with Comrade A, Bernstein in
the chair. Two new members were in-
itated.  Three delegates were elected
to attend the conference of the United
Hebrew Trades regarding the 1st of May
parade, A committee of three were
electedd to draw up 4 plan to manage
our literary exercises. A concert and
lecture will take place in New Prospect
Hall, 48-52 Orchard street, on Sunday
evening, April 18th, for the purpose of
opening the campaign. 3

Lectures are held every Sunday after-
noon in our club rooms, at 3 p. m.  All
| are welcome, )

NEW YORK CITY.—A special meot-
ing of Branch 1 (American) wias held at
Webster Hall, on April 1, with Comrade
Kirchner in the chair. Comrade Mal-
kiel, on behalf of the Cominittee on Re-
organization, reported on the present
condition of the branch and on the
need for reorganization.
adopted instructing the Seeretary and
Treasurer to settle all the debis of the
branch, and to present a compleie re-
port on its financial condition at the
special meeting, which is to take place
on the first Friday in May, at 4 E. 4th
street, - All inembers are expected to be

to be decided upon. A preliminary
meeting will take place on the 3d Fri-
day in April.at 64 East 4th street.

The French Branch held its regular
meeting at 470 6th avenue. Comrade
Dr. ‘A, Letoquart was in the chair.
Communications came in with fifty new
subscriptions for the French weekly
paper. Scction Oneida sent $1.25, which
wis received. It was resolved to have
an_ agitation meeting' on the 10th of
‘May, at 470 6th avenne, with Comrade
L. Sanial as the lecturer. Our meetings
are at the present every second and
fourth Monday of the month. All the
Comrades willing 1o agitate for the
French weekly paper can have lists
from the following Comrades: Dr. A.
Letoquart, 81 Maecdougal street; G.
Chagnon, 330 W. 38th street: A. G
Gollerstepper, 432 E, 0th street.

G. GHANGNON, Secretary.

Section Kings County.—The general

meeting will be held on Sunday, April

~

‘a speaker, but demenstrated the

of Miscel- |

Motiona wern.

present, for the future of the branch is

18th, at 3 p. m., at Labor Lyceum. At

(his meeting important business will be

transacted. Comrades must be on deck.
F. GRUBE, Organizer.

JOHNSTOWN, April  12.—Comrade
Carless addressed two very large and
enthisiastic meetings in Fultou County
last week—Friday in Gloversviile and
Saturday here in Johnstown. Not only
did Carless prove his high cfliciency as
value
of stereopticon lectiires as a most satis-
factory means of agitation. It is to he
hoped that this form of propoganda may
be extended, and repeated where al-
ready used. That the lecture made
deep impressions on the andience conld
be seen by the hearty applauce and the
fact that since then Socialism is the
topic of conversition whetever work-
ing men congregate. The Gloversvyille
meeting was attended by about 250 per-
cons in spite of a pouring rain, and
Jolmstown turned ont to hear the new
gospel at least 200 strong.  We sold
goven “Merrie Englands™ and goined
two new subseribers for THE PEOPLE
and two for the “Vorwaerts,” Several
others promised to order THE PEOPLE
as soon as their means wonld allow
them. In the meantime they would
satiafy  their curiosity to learn more
about Socialism by coming in closer
contact with the members of our See-
tion. 1 am sure the day is not far
distunt when we will have a live aail
fiourishjng organization in this city.
The Comrades are dlveady discussing
the probability of nominuting 2 full
connty ticket next fail. This distriet is
Al present represe nted in Congress by
the largest amd most unserupuions mwan-
ufacturer of the county. [n copsider-
ation of the servility and dependence of
bis voting eattle, he reduead the wages
of his employees a few days afier his
election,  Our Assemblymygn is another
manuiacturer, famous for his love for
his workers, which he ghows by paring
starvation wages. The wark prople
in the glove aud leather industry have
for vears been clamoring for a law to
make weekly pavment comp wy, for
at present we are only paid once o
month, a striking illustration of what
our law-makers have done for us in the
i Do the workers expect to ohlain
any veform in this respect, not 1o speak
of more important demands, by eon-
tinnously voting for the ver) men
whose interests are directly opposed to
theirs—their bosses?

R. SCHWEMMER.

PARLIAMENTS COF LABOR.

Socialist Trade & Labor Alliance.

At the meetings of the G, E. B. mem-
her 1. G. Retzlall was absent; A. Sha-
piro, chairman,

A committee of the Cenira) Commit-
tee of the Clothing Workers "Krades
Council requested information relative
10 the expulsion ef the Kneepants

* Union.  They were informed
before the G, k. B. eonld act the
vnion wonll have to seitle its

said
tronble with . A. No, 2 ov appeal to

the next convention. A letter from J.
I. Tobin, president of the Int. Boot and
Shoe Workers in answer to the com-
plaint of D. A, No. T was read and re-
ferrod to the said D, A,

A. Waldinger, as committee to the
Prog. Clothing Cuttors and Trimmers,
and Debeon, as committee to the Prog.
Tailors” Unien No. 1 reporied that each
had endorsed the resolution in favor of
the “Abendblatt.”

The secretary reported that a large
majerity had voted for 1N, AV, Wilson us
member-to the 6, . wmtl he was
therefore declared ¢ <

Application for chariers wore granted
to the Ploncer Allianee, Brookiyvn, and
Mixed Trades D, AL Philadelphia,

It was reported that the Shoe Work-
ers of Philadelphia belonging to the
B.& S, W. U, had resolved that
il Int, UL should join the S, T, &

As the vate for the place and date of
the next convention sho o large ma-

v for I} 1, M and Monday,
1 the same will be elosed at the
next meeting, and the eall for the con-
vention will then be issusl,

The next meeting will be held on
Wednesday, April 14th, at 61 E, 4th
street.

D. A. No. 1.
(CENTRAL LABOIt FEDERATION OF N. Y.)

D, B. Clayton, delegate of the Sil-
vir Worke AL was chairman at
last Sunday’s meeting of the N, Y. Cen-
tral Labor Federation (D, A, No.l, S, T,
& LA and C. Amadi, delegate of the
Furriers’ Union, was viee-chairman,

A letter was received from the N. Y.
Photo Engravers' Union No. 1 which
urged the ¢ F. to use its influence
with the As ymen aud petition to
frnstrate the ‘orth Carieon Bill. It
was resolved to inform the union that
stuch petitions are nseless and appeals
to yoliticians of no value. They should
Join the 8. T, & 1. A. and thus practi-
cally benefit their trade by the only
meang possihle,

A committee representing the ﬁnbe- »

mian Boss Butchers' Association was
admiited, and  dizecoursed upon  the
grievances hetween themselves and the
Journevmen. After a thorough discus-
sion of the pro and con it was resolvei
that the members of the Association
should sign the present contract of the
unjon. and that the Orzanization Com-
mittee is instructed to forthwith organ-
iz¢ the German butchers. 1t having
been announced that members of the
Uigarmakers' Unions do not patronize
the union butcher shops. it was decided
1o notify them that if the union shops
are neglected, then the bine label of the
cigarmakers will no lenger receive sup-
port.

A committece of D, A. No. 7. Shoe
Workers, was granted the floor, and
giave a histery of its seven weeks'
struggle with W. Lane, of Brooklyn. It
was resolved to donate $25 in support
of the strikers, and to request all unions
to make donations when the committee
calls, i

The delegates to the May conference
reported that a letter was read from Int,
Bakers' Union No. 92 which stated that
if the Ind. Bakers' Union Branch 1 was
represented, they would not Le, It was
rescived to instruct the delegates to
vote against the Conference interfering
in trade matters, as its purpose is solely
and simpiy the arranging of the May
demonstration. The Conference also de-

cided to engage only musie of the unions.

represented in the S, T, & L. A.

Ale and Porter Union No. 1 tabled
sm“oml cgmmng!mnons of a political
nature and voted against joint meeti
of D. A's No. 1. 2, and 49? 8

Ind. Bakers' Branch 1 reported mak-

ing good progress. The RExccutive

- Br. Julius

~ PAINTERS.

The Amalgamated Painters and Dee-
orators held their lagt meeting oa April
12, in Maennerchor Hall, with the elec-
tion of members for the several offices
hefore them. The house was well filled,
Seats seemed to be at a premium, and @
good deal of standing  room  closely
filled. The preliminaries gone throngh
and twelve tellers being appointed to
distribuer, afterwards collect, count and
make up the resnltz, It was voted that’
a plurality vote shall decifde in all cases
instead of a majority ballot, and the
distritnlion began, while no member
was allowed to leave the room nor any
one permitted to enter.  After
ample time to make _the nes
ehnice.-the ballots were collocte
749 rerurned; and the committee began
their tedious work on three different
tables, each mannped by four men.

The chairman stated tnat the next
meeting of the organization weuld be
held on Monday next, April 1%, at
Brevoort Hall, E. S4th street, down
town side, between Sd and Lexington
avenues. A recess of one hour was de-
¢lared to allow the tellers the neces-
gary time: but it took until three o'clock
a. m. beforp the returns were made up,
which were then read by tiie chaivinan,
as follows:

For President, David Cailanan: Vice-
President, James  Culliver: Recording
Secretary, John o Oling Financial ¢
retary, Wo P Western: Assistant 1l
el ‘Seeretary, John Co ¢

Charles Dentinger: 8
Willtum Musiree: Trisier

uers
v, Idwasd
v, Howard

man, Williom Feeris, Loy
Delegates, John  MeSnd
than, Williaty ¥

: Executive o Jolin L.
W, John flalloway, ¢ K. Collen-
burg. Vietor Bahr, Stafford B, Craig, W.
3. Heek, Thomas Grady.

The names af the pew afficers were
received with satisfaction. The greater
mmber of members having ieft for
home Jeng Liefore, & saited to
see the emd, [ 145 COLLENBURG.

Board has adopted  resolutions which
set forth the attempts of the int, Bak-
ers' Unlon 2and of the Int, Bakers'
Union to inj and destroy their unions
They tabled geveral politieal hills sent
them by the Coube Ul and Ame Fod, of

7

Labor., Delegate clected 1o the
May Conferenc
Ind. Bukers' U t Traneh 2 voled for
inint me XCad, Reand 4.

Treve is more tronble in boss Leopoil's

shop, ! havine hapzht ont a bakery
and now forers his o men to work 16
hourt per dav. The label was Fefused,
Relative to the May Conference the
unien decided 1o await the action of the
Co Lo B A blow-out will be arranged
for this snmmer,

United  Upholsterers' Union olected

new officers and delegates to the May
Conference, A letter of the N, Y. Photo
Engravers’ Union Neo, 1 was endorsed.
One member was fined $25 becanze it
worked in a seab shop.

Waiters' Alliance  Liberty reported
that two former members, Haas and
Bauer, applied for re-admission,  The
former must pay a fine of $15, the latter
was rejected, i i

Furriers' Union clected a delegate to
the S, T. & . A, convention at Hoston,
Mass.  Several political bills were re-
ferred to the (L 1L, F. -

German  Waiters' Union No. 1 re-
ported electing oflicers Mondav by the
Australinn ballot  svaten. bl tey
were elected to “the May Canfercence,
Contracts were stened with the fgilow-
ing pa or this seazon 2nd unlons are

urged 1o patronize the same: Fort
Wendel, Cosmopolitan  Park, Sulzer's
Westechester  Park,  Schadtles’  Little

Mount Maorris Park, Urbach's Morvissa-
nia * Park, Ebling's Casino.  Noll's
N n Pk, Bromuer’s Union Park,
Manzel's Park (Fort Wadsworth), Beeh-
tel’'s Brewery Park Stapleton, S, 1),
Lion  Park awd  Stimmel's  Pavi
(White Stone, L. L). Former Treasurer
G, Herzberg wrote from Halifax that
he sailed for Homburg, Germuany.,

Empire City Lodge Mashinists' re-
posted that a special meeting will be
hetd on. Wednesday at which a delegate
wiil ke eleeted to the S, T. & L. A, Con-
vention and instruetions given him,  An
agitation meeting is being arranged in
Brooklyn which will resalt in the op-
ganizing of a Machinist Aliance for
that city.

Int. Pianomakers’ Union voted for a
Joint meeting of . A= 1, 2 and 49, hat
the purpose to he on for i
Two shops will he organized thi: i

Siiver Workers' P. AL voted for a joint
meeting of D. Als 102, and 449, hut np
reports of uninns are to be heard,  Four
members were admitted and three pro-
posed.  They gained some 20 members
during the few past months,

United  Journeymen Tailors' Union
voted apningt a joint meeting of D, As
1,2, and 49, :

Prog. Clothing Cuttersand Tiimimers.
At the Iast seszion of the nhove union
rankel neted as chairman in
the absence of the president.

The report of the Anniversary (Com-
mittee was laid over Lo next meeting for-
detion,

The delegates to the Clothing Couneil
reported that the Tailors' Progressive
Union wili hold a mass meeting in the
near future, the meeting held by the
United Brotherhood of Tailors' was
disturbed by the fakirs, in the future
steps will be taken to prevent this: a
special meeting has been called by the
Couneil for next week to vote on certain
important matters, this report was ac-
cepted,

Delezates to D, A, 49 are requested to
attend its secsio B

THE SECRETARY,

Brotherhood of Carpanters.

Local Unjon No. 12, United Brother-
hood of Carpenters’, of DBreoklvn (for-
merly United Framers), at their last
general meeting, held on April Tth at
the Brookizn Labor Lyceun, elected the
following officers: Chas. Preed, vice-
pregident Jphn Wilion, 1ecording secre-
tary; Gus. Zeibiz, conductor: Bred.
Johnsen, auditor. It was decided that
hereafter vie demand weekly payments,
every man to be pald on the job at 5

-o'clock en Saturdays to $3.25 per day.

Any boss who does not fullfill these de-
mands will-not get any of the members
for work. Local Union No. 12 has 28§
members and over $400_funds in trens-
ury. New members coming in every
week. Bosses wishing framers or car-
penters shall apply at any time at the
Labor' Burean at the Labor Lyceum,
949—957  Willoughby avenue. The
weekly meetings are held on Wednes-
day evening, at 8 o’clock, at the Brook-
Iyn Labor Lyceum. bl i
i JOHN WILSON, Sec'y.

Regular

-~TO BE 'Ill!,l'» -

—AT, THE—

BrooklynLaborLycoum,

o w8 Willonzblhy Ave,

As this will be a very important mtﬁlinﬁ
wll comrades are urged to attend, «
'
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Seeretary, Carl Amders,

WORKMEN'S

Organized 1852, Mombu psliig 10,000,

Principul Crganization, New York and
Viciuity.

Oppiee: 61K §th SL OrecE orns; dadly,
exvept sundays amd Holy days, from 1 oy
welock 10 AL

Biasony Youkers, Troy,
Gloversy il Elmirn, N, Y.

Putvrson, Newark, Elzabeth,
New dersev,

Boston, Holyoke, Mians,

New Haven, Conn,

Lagern, P,

Linghawmton,
Hoath River
|

209

Arbeiter Kranken- und Sterbe-Kasse
flr dis Var, St_amn von Amerika,

WORKMEN'S

Slok and Death Benefit Fund of the

United States of Amerlca,

Tha abuve soniety was founded in the year 1584 b
workingmen Lisbned with the epirit of solidarity ll‘
socialist thuught.  Its nnmorical srongth (st proses
comiposed of 139 local brauches with more than
LEMO male membaos) e rapldly Increasing avoug
worki who Lol in the prineipl

modorn labor movement.  Workingiuen betwesn 18
&nd 45 years 0f 4go tay be pdmitted (o msmubershi
0 any of tho branckes, npon payment nl‘.de
of $4.00 for the frt class mJ £5.00 for the second
clasd,  Mumbers Lelougiog to the frat clase sre o
Litled to & sck henonit of $9.00 for 40 weoks and of
$4.50 for anothor 40 weoks wether continuons of
with  {oterruption.  Muembers belouging’ to the

W

lig

i)

Fuurniture Fire Insuranee, »

wecond claas receive nnder the sme cironmstancss

and length of time 30,00 and $5.00 repectively. &
barlal heunfit of $280.0¢ ks yranted for -vn';u.l-
ber, and the wives aud unmarried dsnghters of
membors between 16 ki 45 yoars of age way be ad-
witted to the burial bonedt upon payment of 8
dopowit for $1.00, Monthly taxes are loy i6d according
to ugoudlwnn. In citioh and lowos whore 88
branch exists, & new branch can be tormed by %
workingmen 1o good health, and mou adhoriog ¥
the above namod princip'on are (uvited Lo do 8o,

“:“mlrma all communlestions to Hexxy Svams,

e ", -
Yoo Fas. n Ave, Room 88, New

"MORRIS HILLKOWITZ, -

Attorney at Law,

152 Nassan Strect, Room 604
DR. C. L. FURMAN,
DENTIST, T

121 STHLRMERHORN ST,,

JOHN OEHLER

BROOKLYN, N. ¥«

Steam

Printing. ‘

mm Yrankford Street 87
Cor. Penrl 8t.,

Frauklln Square B 121G Station
Orders will e Lakenat 116 K, sth strvet, betw

SAvenie A and First Ave,, New York City.

L. Goldmann's Printing Office,
2 i Tppe . dting Machine

Dally People Ifinor Fund.
Previously acknowledged. ... .$1,674.31
April 7—DBranch Bloomingdale,

N.Y, W. S &D. B. Fund....
April 7=H. F. Salilender, San
HEIARCINeo ol vaiis
April 10—F. G. R. Gordon, Man-
CRester N RIS LS
April 14—M, H. F., N. Y. City..
April 4—1ugo Noack, Stam-
Sord. Conn: il g R R
April 14—Soe. Lit. Society, N.
Yo Oty Jovieieicvhuaenaioens

. HENRY KUHN, Fin. §
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